
Davis VFD Looking 
to Upgrade Fire Hall

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate 

Davis Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Alan Cosner is involved in a $1 million 
upgrade project for the Fire Hall.  Accord-
ing to Cosner, the expansion project will 
add onto the building to create a full time 
shelter.  “I have been working with an 
architect cause I would like to expand and 
redo the building to turn it into a full time 
shelter,” Cosner said.  “That way it will 
benefit the community and we can grow a 

little bit.”
According to Cosner, a part time shel-

ter is only able to house people for 48 
hours without showers whereas,  a  full 
time shelter  has showers and is able to 
house people long term in case of emer-
gency.  The shelter would be available in 
case of natural disaster or other unforeseen 
need, Cosner said.  “Like a Storm Sandy 
or something like that,” Cosner said.  “If 
people would need it, we would be able to 
house them for long term, if need be.”

Davis VFD Keeps Historic Engines in Use

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

The Fire Trucks from Davis Volunteer 
Fire Department turn heads when they 
pull up to the scene.  Of the current fleet 
of vehicles at the Fire Hall, three are as 
comfortable at a car show as they are at 
the forefront of a call.  Davis VFD Chief 

Alan Cosner and his crew have worked 
hard to keep their fleet in use, including 
several antique vehicles.  “I like to keep 
the older trucks because they are so much 
better built,” Cosner said.

The latest item of maintenance in the 
fleet is the replacement of a steel tank 
with a custom poly tank on the fleet's 1977 
Pierce Class A Pumper Truck.  According 

to Cosner, Pro Poly in Davis is using the 
the existing steel tank to create a mold to 
form the new poly tank for the truck.  The 
new tank is required due to a leak that has 
developed in the steel tank, according to 
Cosner.  “With Pro Poly being right in our 
back yard, I just went a head and called 
them and they are working with me,” Cos-
ner said.

Cosner said that his department uses the 
truck in the winter because it performs bet-
ter on snowy roads.  “Its one of our Class 
A Pumpers,” Cosner said.  “We use it for 
reserve around town in the winter cause it 
goes better in the snow.”

According to Cosner, the rising cost of 
new trucks is a large factor is his desire 

New Access Road 
Constructed at Camp Kidd 
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Camp Kidd has a new access road.  County 
works crews have been working on the road 
that is designed to access a 100 acre field that 
previously was not able to be accessed eas-
ily.   Joe Long updated the Tucker County 
Commission on the progress of the road at the 
Commission's meeting.

Long said the construction of the access 
road to the bottom field of Camp Kidd is com-
plete.  “The road to our land at the bottom of 
Camp Kidd where there is probably a 100 
acres of field,” Long said.  “It’s pretty much 

complete and it’s beautiful.”
Tucker County Commission President Mike 

Rosenau said that the road was needed due to 
limited access currently that required either 
accessing through private property or through 
the golf course.  “The only access we had to 
the lower fields and that 100 acres down there, 
is you had to access it through another man's 
property, another farm, or an easement right 
through the middle of the golf course.  Well, 
we couldn't do that either,”Rosenau said.  “In 
order for us to access the lower fields at Camp 
Kidd, we had to construct a road.”

Rosenau said he had visited the site recently 

Tucker County Commission 
Passes Resolution to Help 

Ease Trail Traffic on Route 32

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

The Tucker County Commission passed 
a Resolution to support the construction of 
a trail between Davis and Thomas.  Matt 
Marcus addressed the Commission prior 
to the vote on the issue.  Marcus had pre-
viously addressed the Commission on the 
proposal of the trail between the towns.  
The Resolution aims to help ease pedes-
trian and bicycle traffic along Route 32 
between the towns.

The Resolution only supplies Marcus 
and his group with support, according to 
Marcus.  Marcus also said that while he 
did not seek any money from the Commis-
sion, he felt the initiative will help every-
one.  “I think it’s a win-win situation for 
everybody,” Marcus said.  “I'm not asking 
you for any money.  I just want your sup-
port as our representatives.”

The goal of the initiative is to provide 
a designated right of way for individuals 
traveling the trails, trails that intersect and 

Civic Improvement Projects 
Progress in Parsons

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Work on three Civic Improvement 
Projects is progressing according to Zach 
Musgrove.  Musgrove presented the latest 
developments on behalf of Thrasher Archi-
tecture, Engineering and Field Services to 
the City of Parsons Council during the 
Council's regular session.

Despite setbacks with directional drill-
ing, the contractor is making progress on  
the City of Parsons – Hamrick PSD Emer-
gency Interconnection Project, Musgrove 
said.  According to Musgrove, the contrac-
tor was almost to the river when they hit 
the old bridge abutment and had to change 
where they were drilling.  The contractor 
has also encountered factory manufactur-
ing defects with a replacement drill head, 
Musgrove said.  “They've had a lot of 
struggles drilling under the river,” Mus-
grove said. 

Despite the drilling issues, Musgrove 
said construction on the Interconnection 
project is 15% complete with the contrac-
tor resuming the directional drilling under 
the river and laying pipe on the Hamrick 
side of the project.   “He thinks he'll get 
through the river two weeks from now,” 
Musgrove said.

The Parsons Sanitary Sewer System 
Improvements Project is in the Design 

phase, according to Musgrove.  Musgrove 
reported that preliminary plans are ready 
to review with City department heads.  
Survey and Camera Crews have finished 
field work on the project, as well, accord-
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Davis VFD Chief Alan Cosner is working on a $1 million shelter project for the Fire 
Hall in Davis.  The project would provide the VFD with a full time shelter designation 
and provide emergency accommodations for the public in case of emergency, as 
well as bunk rooms for fire fighting personnel.

Zach Musgrove presents the City of 
Parsons Council with updates for three 
civic improvement projects the City is 
currently working on with Thrasher.

The 46 year old truck owned by the Town of Davis Volunteer Fire Department will 
soon have a new tank.  Pro Poly in Davis is constructing a new poly tank to replace 
a failing steel tank.  The new tank is estimated to take 10 weeks to construct Davis VFD recently had their 1953 model truck pass a hose test this past year.

Matt Marcus addresses the Tucker County Commission.  The Commission passed 
a resolution to support the construction of a trail from Thomas and Davis.  The 
resolution aims to help relieve bicycle and pedestrian traffic on Route 32 between 
the towns.

Joe Long updates the Tucker County Commission on the status of a new access 
road at Camp Kidd.  The update was part of the Commission's meeting.
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News of Record
The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s 
office:
• Land of Canaan Home Owners Association 

Inc., Dry Fork District, Unit F6 Week 8 
Land of Canaan Vacation Resort Inc. to 
Robert Beaver and Amy Beaver, $200.

• Land of Canaan Home Owners Association 
Inc., Dry Fork District, Unit F5 Week 8 
Land of Canaan Vacation Resort Inc. to 
Robert Beaver and Amy Beaver, $200.

• Don Sypolt, Donna McMartin, Spencer 
McMartin, Stacy Ayres /AKA/ Stacy 
Ayers, Stacy Ayers /AKA/ Stacy Ayres, 
Janet Nestor, Substitute Executrix; Estate 
of Cyrus H. Parsons, Jr., St. George 
District, 75.047 acres Slip Hill and 6.00 
acres Island Slip Hill to Estate of Cyrus 
Parsons PPPP LLC, $440,000.

• Potomac Group LLC, Dry Fork district, 
Lot 50 North Lake III, 1.47 acres to Jodi 
Ann Dickey, $40,000.

• North Lake LLC and North Lake II LLC, 
Dry Fork district, Lot 26 North Lake to 
Amy E. Haid Revocable Living Will; Amy 
E. Haid Revocable Living Trust, $91,000.

• Ronald L. Ellis, Sr. and Anita F. Ellis, Dry 
Fork District, Unit 66 Deerfield Village to 
Ronald L. Ellis, Jr. and Desiree F. Ellis, 
$10.

• Shirley A. Stout and Kimberly Curto, Dry 
Fork District, Unit B6 Week 40 to Mark 
S. Vandover, $650. 

The following marriage has been recorded 
in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
• Larry Allen Smith, Jr. to Cheyenne Rae 

Combs on Friday, Feb. 16, 2024.
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at 
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 
telephone number, name and address. This 
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 
etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.
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According to Cosner, the hope is with the upgrades, the 
building would become available for Red Cross coordina-
tion in case of emergency need.  “With having the showers 
and stuff in there, now you can get Red Cross in there to 
run it for you,” Cosner said.  

According to Cosner, the current building is limited due 
to the age, but the upgrade will be 100% ADA accessible.  
“There are so many benefits to upgrading.  It will also be 
100% handicap accessible.”

The project will likely take 10 years, according to Cos-
ner, due to the time needed for paperwork, approvals and 
financing.  “I've said its a 10 year project,” Cosner said.  
“It will probably take us that long to get the paperwork 
and the funding sorted out.”

According to Cosner, the project would remove the 
existing rental hall and completely redo the area. “We'll 
just take this whole back rental hall off and completely 
redo it,” Cosner said.

According to Cosner, the existing addition has had prob-
lems with the construction since it was first completed.  
Among the issues Cosner outlined were several problems 
with the roof including inadequate pitch that has led to 

leaks and repeated coats of rubber roofing that has com-
promised the load integrity, according to Cosner.  “They 
didn't put enough pitch on the roof and it has leaked since 
it was built,” Cosner said.  

Cosner said the expansion project will have full living 
quarters.  According to Cosner, the upstairs will accom-
modate bunk rooms for fire crews in case of emergency 
or if in the future the Department becomes a paid unit.  “It 
will have a fully functioning kitchen in it and the show-
ers,” Cosner said.  “We'll have enough room upstairs that 
we can have bunk rooms so if something happens and we 
need to stay down here for extended periods of time...I'll 
already have the room for the people or fire fighters.”

Cosner said he has been working with an architect for 
over a year to develop drawings and other documenta-
tions and estimates needed to apply for grant funding on 
the project.  Cosner said he is also accepting donations 
towards the project.  To donate towards the shelter proj-
ect, Cosner said donations can be submitted at the Davis 
Volunteer Fire Department, Davis Town Hall and Grant 
County Bank with a notation that it is for the Building 
Fund.

ing to Musgrove.  A Vac Truck and sewer line along the 
river have been removed from the project with the addi-
tion to the project of the Poplar Street Storm Separation, 
Merrill Street Sewer Replacement and Berry Lane Sewer 
Replacement, according to Musgrove.

The removal of the sewer line along the river, accord-
ing to the City Recorder Tim Auvil and Musgrove, is due 
to the need for a more in depth archaeological study of 
the area.  According to Auvil, a Phase Two archaeological 
Study would be required in the area along the river.

While having no real objection to the removal of the 
sewer replacement along the river, Council Member Tim 
Turner voiced concerns over how decisions about remov-
ing areas from projects were addressed.  Turner said he 
felt that Council should have say in such matters.  Auvil 
said the matter had been addressed at the previous Coun-
cil meeting and in committee meetings.  Turner acknowl-
edged that he had missed the previous Council meeting.  
Turner also said he agreed with the decision to remove the 

section from the project.
Other advances in the Sewer System Project included 

the anticipated submission of plans and specs to the 
Department of Environmental Protection in March and 
a Right of Way list to be provided to City Attorney Tim 
Stranko, according to Musgrove.  According to Musgrove 
and Auvil, the project will fulfill all the requirements from 
the DEP in regards to the City's recent Notice of Violation.

The Parsons Water System Improvements Project is also 
making progress, according to Musgrove.  While still in 
the Design Phase, Musgrove reported that the scope of the 
project was ready to be reviewed with City Department 
heads.  Musgrove said he anticipated that the submission 
of Plans and Specs is anticipated in April with a review set 
available sometime in March.

The next meeting of the City of Parsons Council will be 
held Tuesday, March 5 at 6 p.m. at the Charles W. “Bill” 
Rosenau Municipal Building located at 341 Second Street 
in Parsons.

to keep existing vehicles on the road.  According to Cosner, 
new emissions requirements has caused companies to com-
pletely revamp how and where equipment is located so they 
can address the new emissions systems.  “We just decided that 
due to the prices of new one and the prices of refurbs, it was 
just cheaper to just go ahead and replace the steel tank with a a 
poly tank,” Cosner said.  

According to Cosner, the truck was ordered new in 1977 
from Fenley Fire Equipment.  It was the third new truck pur-
chased by the Department, according to Cosner.  Of the three 
original trucks, two are still in the fleet. “That was the third new 
truck that the department had got,” Cosner said.  “Before they 
had always had used stuff.”

Cosner said construction of the current Fire Hall began just 
before the truck was ordered.  There were concerns, according 
to Cosner, that the new truck wouldn't fit in the old Fire Hall 
that was located in what is now Davis Town Hall.   “When they 
ordered it in '77, they started building this building before they 
ordered it,” Cosner said.  “They was worried that the truck was 
going to come before they got the building finished because 
the original Fire Hall was where city hall is and it wouldn't fit.”

Cosner said his father was flown to Wisconsin when the 

truck was finished so that he could drive it to Davis. “He actu-
ally flew my dad out to Wisconsin and dad drove it back from 
the factory,” Cosner said.

According to Cosner, the older trucks get a lot of looks when 
they take them to complete pump tests.  Whenever the trucks 
are out in public, they get a lot of attention and often have their 
pictures taken.  

Cosner said the antique trucks still pass pump tests every 
year.  According to Cosner, as long as the State doesn't change 
their regulations on pump trucks, he anticipates the trucks to 
remain in service for years to come.  “It passes pump tests 
every single year,” Cosner said.  “It just keeps chugging along 
and it doesn't have all that electronic stuff that some of them 
do.  When all else fails, it just keeps chugging along.”

Besides the 1977 Pierce, the fleet's original purchases 
included a 1950 GMC Pumper and a 1953 Panel Truck.  Cos-
ner said the 1953 Panel Truck was purchased from a Meyers 
Motors in Davis and then sent to Pennsylvania to be fitted out 
as a fire truck. Of the three original new purchased trucks, the 
1953 Panel Truck and the 1977 Pierce are still in the fleet.  “We 
lost track of number one when it was sold,” Cosner said.  “At 
least we still have number two and number three still in the 

fleet.”
Cosner said he hopes the new tank will allow the truck to 

stay in operation well into the future.  The estimated time to 
fabricate the new tank, according to Cosner, will be around 10 
weeks.  “We should have the new one in about ten or so weeks 
to put back in,” Cosner said.  “And hopefully that truck will run 
us another 45 or 46 or so years.”

“We got to preserve some of the history,” Cosner said.

follow Route 32, according to Marcus.  “What I'm talking 
about today is a trail between Thomas and Davis to basically 
keep pedestrians and bicyclists off that busy road,” Marcus 
said.

Many trails use Route 32 between Thomas and Davis as part 
of their routes, according to Marcus, including many heavily 
traveled continental trail systems. “Its the only open pubic right 
of way between the towns and its also the location of some 
major trails,” Marcus said.  “A couple of them are over 5,000 
miles long and go from Canada to Key West and from Dela-
ware to California and go right through Davis and Thomas and 
they all use Route 32.”

Marcus said he and his group were striving to connect the 
towns in another way.  “We'd love to see that trail traffic get off 
the road and just create a connection between the communities 
besides Route 32,” Marcus said.

Tucker County Commission President Mike Rosenau said 
that he agrees that there needs to be a separate right of way for 
foot and bicycle traffic between the towns.  “Matt, I agree with 
you 100 percent,” Rosenau said.

The Resolution was passed by unanimous vote of a motion 
made by Tucker County Commissioner Fred Davis. The fol-
lowing is written on the Resolution:

• WHEREAS, the only existing public right of way between 

Thomas and Davis is WV Route 32;
• WHEREAS, WV Route 32 has no pedestrian or bicycle 

facilities;
• WHEREAS, because of increasing truck and passenger 

vehicle traffic WV Route 32 is becoming less safe for pedes-
trian and bicycle travel;

• WHEREAS, WV Route 32 between Thomas and Davis, 
WV is the interstate and international route of the Allegheny 
Trail, the Allegheny Highlands Trail, the American Discovery 
Trail, the Eastern Divide Trail and the GRUSK race routes 
and;

• WHEREAS, connecting Davis and Thomas, WV with a 
separate pedestrian and bicycle trail will enhance public safety, 
health, community connections, traffic reduction, economic 
development and quality of life for residents and visitors.

• NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE: RESOLVED, that the 
Tucker County Commission supports the efforts of the WV 
Department of Highways, the Blackwater Bicycle Association 
and supporting corporate and private landowners to construct 
a pedestrian and bicycle trail parallel to WV Route 32 between 
Thomas and Davis.

The next meeting of the Tucker County Commission will 
be held on Wednesday, February 28 at 4 p.m. at the Tucker 
County Courthouse Old Courtroom. 

Tucker County Cont. From Front Page 1

and was pleased with the results.  “I went down there the other 
day and it opened up that whole bottom,” Rosenau said. 

Rosenau thanked Long and his crew on the work that was 
done.  “Thank you for a job well done,” Rosenau said.

Long also reported that his crew were working on construct-
ing a small kitchen in the concession stand at Camp Kidd, as 
well.  “We're working on the concession stand putting a small 
kitchen in,” Long said.  

According to Long, the new kitchen is still under construc-
tion with crews having the demolition phase complete and 
have laid out the new kitchen with only the construction of the 
new kitchen to complete.  “We got it tore out, we got it laid out 
and it’s still in the construction phase,” Long said.

The next meeting of the Tucker County Commission will be 
held Wednesday, February 28 at 4 p.m. at the Tucker County 
Courthouse Old Courtroom in Parsons.

New Access Road Cont. From Front Page 1
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Arlene Marie Bodkins Bunnell Deets
Arlene Marie Bodkins 

Bunnell Deets, age 96 
years, a resident of Par-
sons, WV departed this 
life late Tuesday evening, 
February 20, 2024, at the 
WV Caring Hospice Cen-
ter at Elkins, WV.  She 
had been in declining 
health for the past three 
weeks. 

She was born Tuesday, 
October 25, 1927, at Nor-
ton, WV, a daughter of 
the late Oscar and Jessie 
Lee Sponaugle Bodkins.  
She was twice married, 
first on July 9, 1947, to 
Virgil Randolph Bunnell, 
who preceded her in death 
September 28, 1956, and 
second on February 10, 
1982, to Carl Ray Deets, 
who preceded her in death 
August 17, 1989.

Surviving are two sons, 
Jackson Bunnell and wife 
Linda of Gulf Breeze, FL, 
and William Randolph 
Bunnell and wife DeeDee 
of Parsons, WV; two 
daughters, Vickie Mae 
Mason and husband Tom 
and Anna Marie Pitzer 
and husband Buddy, all of 

Parsons, WV; ten grand-
children, Randy Bunnell 
and wife Erica, Robbie 
Bunnell, Tommy Bunnell 
and wife Shelley, Casey 
Suder and husband Chad, 
Todd Bunnell and wife 
Jennifer, Josh Bunnell 
and wife Chanda, Dillon 
Bunnell and wife Deven, 
Michael McCrum, Kelly 
Newman and husband 
Jay and Heidi Pitzer; 
three step grandchil-
dren, Carrie Allender, 
Eric McCrum and James 
Burger; several great and 
great great  grandchil-
dren, and step great and 
great great grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces 

and nephews, who she 
thought of as her own and 
was referred to as Aunt 
Peewee.

She is the last surviving 
member of her immedi-
ate family having been 
preceded in death by one 
son, Terry Allen Bunnell; 
one brother Lawrence 
Bodkin; and two sisters, 
Lucille Simmons and 
Hilda Williams.

She was a graduate 
of Parsons High School 
with the class of 1947 and 
worked at the former Hills 
restaurant, Tucker County 
Hospital and Propst 
Enterprises.  She was a 
homemaker and a member 
of the Parsons Church of 
God.  She was a wonder-
ful cook, enjoyed crochet-
ing, reading, and working 
jigsaw puzzles.  Her home 
was always open to fam-
ily and friends.  She loved 
her family very much and 
enjoyed spending time 
with them.

The family received 
friends at the Lohr & 
Barb Funeral Home of 
Parsons on Monday from 
4 to 6 p.m.  Final rites 
were conducted at the 
funeral home on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2024, at 11 
a.m.  The Reverend Todd 
Rhodes and Reverend 
Carolyn Shreve offici-
ated and interment fol-
lowed at the Parsons City 
Cemetery at Parsons, WV.  
The Lohr & Barb Funeral 
Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Arlene 
Marie Bodkins Bunnell 
Deets. Condolences may 
be expressed to the family 
at www.lohrbarbfuneral-
home.com.

Phyllis Maurene Evans
Phyllis Maurene Evans, 

age 88, of Erie, PA, passed 
peacefully on Tuesday, Feb. 
13, 2024 at Sarah A. Reed. 

She was born in Hen-
dricks, WV, on Nov. 2, 
1935, a daughter of the late 
Stanley and Texie Lantz 
Ketterman.  Phyllis was a 
proud graduate of Thomas 
High School’s Class of 
1953. 

Phyllis enjoyed garden-
ing, cooking, reading and 
writing poetry, and, most 
especially, hosting gather-
ings and spending time with 
her family and friends. 

In addition to her parents, 

she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Clyde 
Evans, and her siblings, 
Dorothy, Dale, Joyce, Dar-
lene, David, Sue, and Jan. 

She is survived by her 
five children, Kathy (Mark) 

Wheeler, Stephen (Shelley) 
Evans, Darrell Evans, Lisa 
(Walt) Barczyk and David 
(Michelle) Evans; grand-
children, Mary, Janelle, 
Mark, Emily, Bethany, Lee, 
Katie Rose, Kelsey and 
Hunter; and great grand-
children, Andrew, Jade, 
Emma and Addilyn. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to the Burton 
Quinn Scott Cremation 
and Funeral Services, West 
Ridge 3801 W. 26th Street, 
Erie, PA 16506. 

Send condolences at 
www.BurtonQuinnScott.
com.

George Curtis Wilcher
George Curtis Wilcher, 

age 72 years, a resident of 
the Elk Community, Red 
Creek, WV departed this 
life Saturday, February 24, 
2024 at the WVU Medi-

cine Ruby Memorial Hos-
pital at Morgantown, WV 
under the care of WVU 
Hospice.  Funeral Arrange-
ments are incomplete and 
are under the direction of 

the Lohr & Barb Funeral 
Home for George Curtis 
Wilcher.  Condolences may 
be expressed to the family 
at www.lohrbarbfuneral-
home.com.

Editor,
Did you notice that Corridor H Author-

ity Chairman Robbie Morris’s recent col-
umn in The Inter-Mountain never men-
tioned the separate Truck Route? 

The Truck Route may be DOH’s best 
kept secret. It gets very little publicity, and 
when I bring it up to people in our commu-
nity, I often get the response, “What truck 
route?” 

WVDOH and its supporters don't talk 
much about it. But those of us who live 
here want the full story about the DOH 
preferred route (now called R- ROPA) and 
its sidekick the Truck Route. 

We want answers to the following ques-
tions: Would the Truck Route be con-
structed before, after or at the same time 
as the R-ROPA? Would existing Route 32 
need to be widened?  What would be the 
detours and delays for local traffic, school 
buses, etc. on Route 32 and Route 219 dur-
ing construction? 

If you dig around in the Supplementary 
Documentation to the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Notice of Intent, you will 
find a bit of info on the truck route: it’s 
now officially called the Thomas Truck 
Route and after it wraps around Thomas it 
will intersect with Route 32 at the Knights 
of Columbus ball field where it will dump 
all the trucks onto …

… our only local road, Route 32, 
which will be renamed WV Route 32/
Truck Route, and this two-lane road 
will handle all the traffic and trucks 
traveling north and south on the moun-
taintop.

The Notice of Intent says, “These pro-
posed changes will be more likely to assure 
that truck traffic southbound will utilize 
the Truck Route.” Not very encouraging.

The upcoming SEIS will compare two 
alternatives based on factors such as “abil-
ity to maintain design speed” and “efficient 
traffic flow.” If those were the goals of the 
DOH preferred route, why design a second 
road that would force trucks to slow down 
and share a 2-lane with school buses and 
locals driving to work, the grocery store 
or the dentist - especially when there’s a 
prudent and feasible alternative northern 
route? I believe truck drivers would agree.

To understand what’s coming, Tra-
vis Long of the WVDOH reiterates at 
each meeting that truck traffic is going 
to increase dramatically at the comple-
tion of the Kerens to Parsons section of 
Corridor H. 

The Northern Route eliminates the need 
for a tacked-on truck route and takes the 
trucks off the streets of Thomas.  

Nancy Luscombe
Davis, WV

West Virginia Caring to Hold 28th 
Annual Camp Caring Currently accepting 
applications for campers and volunteers

West Virginia Caring is holding its 28th 
Annual Camp Caring, on Saturday, July 13, 
2024, at Chestnut Ridge Park, 10 miles east 
of Morgantown, WV.  Camp Caring is a free, 
one-day grief and loss camp for children and 
the adult in their life. Applications are being 
accepted for campers and volunteers who 
would like to participate in this year’s camp.

Since 1996, West Virginia Caring has held 
a grief and loss camp to support children in 
West Virginia who has lost a loved one. It 
provides the child an opportunity to spend 
a day with other children who have also 
experienced the death of a loved one.  This 
one- day camp is free of charge and is open 
to any child ages 6 – 14.  Campers discover 
that they can live life in a changed world with 
a new relationship to their loved one who has 
died.

Camp Caring focuses on the unique grief 
process of children.  Utilizing fun activities, 
trained counsellors, art therapy, and large 
and small group activities, the camp empow-

ers each child to be able to express their grief 
and successfully cope with the feelings of 
their loss. 

Help for the Whole Family
The pain of a death affects the whole fam-

ily.  As adults, we often are at a loss at both 
how to help the child we love who is hurting, 
and how to take time to heal ourselves. 

WV Caring has grief workshops for the 
surviving adults in the child’s life.  These 
sessions will run at the same time as the chil-
dren’s camp. The purpose is that each fam-
ily member is strengthened and supported 
so that the entire family can move forward 
together on their journey of grief to a place 
of new normal.

If you have questions, would like more 
information on camp or to volunteer, call 
Emily Harden with West Virginia Caring on 
1-304.599.4200 or email her at eharden@
wvcaring.org. or  https://www.wvcaring.org/
camp-caring/for applications and informa-
tion. 

BFSP Foundation
Announcing the newly created Blackwater 

Falls State Park Foundation, a philanthropic 
organization supporting one of West Virginia’s 
most iconic and recognized state parks. 

The Blackwater Falls State Park Foundation 
began its development early in 2022 and was 
recognized in 2023 by the State of West Vir-
ginia as a charitable not-for-profit corporation 
and by the IRS as a 501 (c) (3) organization.  
The mission of this independent Foundation is 
to preserve, protect and enhance the Blackwa-
ter Falls State Park by providing leadership in 
public outreach, funding and advocacy.  

The Foundations’ board currently consists of 
Linda L. Cronin serving as President, Blaine 
Steensland as Vice President, Judy Cronauer 
as Treasurer, and Jonathan Moss as Secretary.   
Members at Large of the board consist of Janet 
Wilson with the Kanawha Valley Astronomical 
Society, Andrea Dalton Canaan Valley Master 
Naturalist, Brent Maynard with the Ohio Val-
ley Astronomical Society and Jessica Waldo 
Executive Director of the Tucker County CVB.  

Paulita Cousin is the Blackwater Falls State 
Park representative working with the board.  

According to Foundation President Linda 
Cronin “The BFSP Foundation board mem-
bers, drawn from the greater Tucker County 
region, meet monthly with the Blackwater Park 
SP staff to learn more about park operations 
and needs not covered by State appropriations.    
Joined with members of the Kanawha Valley 
Astronomical Society, our immediate project is 
championing Blackwater Falls’ application for 
International Dark Sky Park designation. As 
part of that process significant upgrades to the 
park’s lighting will need to be tackled -- and 
that is where the newly formed Blackwater 
Falls SP Foundation will be of assistance -- 
through fundraising activities and grant appli-
cations.”

Persons interested in learning more about 
this new Foundation are invited to contact 
President Linda Cronin, bwfspfoundation@
gmail.com and by following the Blackwater 
Falls State Park Foundation Facebook page.

Gas Prices Skyrocket in West Virginia
The average price for gasoline across Northern 

West Virginia is 19 cents higher this week at $3.331 
per gallon, according to AAA East Central’s Gas 
Price Report.

 This week’s average prices: Northern WV Aver-
age $3.331

Average price during the week of February 12, 
2024 $3.147

Average price during the week of February 21, 
2023 $3.334

The following is a list of the average prices in 
several West Virginia locations: 

$3.391      Bridgeport
$3.384      Clarksburg
$3.231      Huntington
$3.381      Martinsburg
$3.364      Morgantown
$3.252      Parkersburg
$3.309      Weirton
$3.332      Wheeling
Trend Analysis:
After months of barely budging more than a few 

cents, the national average for pump prices jumped 
12 cents over the past week to $3.27.  A significant 
contributor is a shutdown at the large BP-Whiting 
refinery in Indiana, which has been offline for more 
than two weeks due to a power outage.  The refinery 

processes 435,000 barrels of crude per day, and the 
shutdown has caused prices throughout the Mid-
west to climb, pushing the national average higher 
as well. Today’s national average is 19 cents more 
than a month ago but 14 cents less than a year ago. 

According to new data from the Energy Informa-
tion Administration (EIA), gas demand decreased 
from 8.81 to 8.17 million barrels per day last week. 
Total domestic gasoline stocks declined by 3.7 mil-
lion barrels to 247.3 million barrels. Lower gas 
demand would typically push pump prices down, 
but fluctuating oil prices and tight gas supply is 
causing price increases.

At the close of Wednesday’s formal trading ses-
sion, West Texas Intermediate decreased by $1.23 
to settle at $76.64. Oil prices dropped after the 
EIA reported that total domestic commercial crude 
stocks increased significantly by 12 million barrels 
to 439.4 million barrels last week.

Motorists can find current gas prices nationwide, 
statewide, and countywide at gasprices.aaa.com.

AAA East Central is a not-for-profit association 
with 70 local offices in Kentucky, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia serving 2.7 mil-
lion members. News releases are available at news.
eastcentral.aaa.com. Follow us on Twitter and Face-
book.
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By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
I was listening to the radio on my way 

to work and the DJ announced a song 
from l993 and it got me to thinking.  
That was 31 years ago, how did that 
happen?  It was 1993 only a few years 
ago, right?  WRONG!!!  Well that just 
about blew what mind I have left and 
by the way that is not much.  Time has a 
way of escaping us very quickly.

I used to work out quite a lot and I 
did enter one physical fitness contest in 
the year 2000.  I was so proud to go to 
the hospital and show Mom my trophy, 
not knowing that just a month later she 
would be gone.  It is hard to do in the 
moment but cherish the ones you love.  
Momma Said, “You never know when 
you kiss them goodbye for the day that 
it might be the last chance you get.”

Time is infinite, it goes on with or 
without us but at the same time it does 
have an expiration date for us.  It is 
so easy to waste time and then think 
Maybe I should have been doing this or 
that instead of just sitting here feeling 
sorry for myself or have your head stuck 
in a game on the video.  Visit your fam-
ily, go for a walk and enjoy nature, play 

with your dog just do something instead 
of sitting around watching the hands on 
the clock slowly tick your life away.

I wish all the time that I would have 
joined the military when I graduated 
high school.  See the world, have an 
adventure, meet new people and at the 
same time serve and protect this great 
nation.  When I got out of the military I 
would have used the GI Bill and went to 
college to become a veterinarian.  That 
is what I was meant to do, I just know it.  
But instead I sit here at the age of 66 and 
have nothing to fall back on.  I guess I 
will have to wing it and hope that I live 
long enough to see some more of this 
great nation.  Momma Said, “Hopes and 
dreams are what made this nation what 
it is today.”

Easter Eggs
Half pound Easter Eggs by St. John›s 

United Methodist Women and Win-One 
Sunday School Class on March 12.  Pea-
nut Butter, Cherry Nut and Coconut for 
a $6 donation each.  To order call Grace 
Stevens at 304-478-2272.

PIES FOR EASTER
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church 

Guild is taking orders for coconut 
cream, lemon meringue or chocolate 

pies for $15 each.  Place orders by Sun-
day, March 10 by calling Kathy at 304-
940-3937.  Pick up on Friday, March 29 
from 2 – 4 p.m. at Our Lady of Mercy 
Catholic Church Social Hall, Water 
Street in Parsons.

Spring Dinner
The Hambleton Community Church 

would like to invite everyone to the 
Spring Dinner from 4 – 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 9.  Donations only please.  

Bacon Jam   
Ingredients

• 1 POUND bacon diced
• 2 sweet onions diced
• 1 TABLESPOON butter
• 1 parchment paper circle cut to fit 

your skillet
• ¼ CUP dark brown sugar
• ¼ CUP apple cider vinegar
• 2 TABLESPOONS balsamic vin-

egar
• ½ CUP water
• 1½ TEASPOONS fresh thyme 

divided
• ½ TEASPOON freshly ground 

black pepper

Instructions
1. Heat a large skillet over medium 

heat. Add the bacon and cook until 
it is crispy. Using a slotted spoon, 
transfer the cooked bacon to a paper 
towel-lined plate. Drain away the 
bacon grease, leaving about 2 table-
spoons in the skillet.

2. Add the butter and onions to 

the skillet. Stir together to coat the 
onions with the fat and cook over low 
heat with a circle of parchment paper 
placed over the onions to prevent 
them from drying out while cooking. 
Cook for about 10 minutes and stir 
occasionally when the onions start to 
brown. Keep cooking over low heat 
for about 10 to 15 minutes more until 
the onions have caramelized.

3. Add the brown sugar, apple cider 
vinegar, balsamic vinegar, water, 1 
teaspoon of the fresh thyme and black 
pepper. Return the cooked bacon to 
the pan. Bring the mixture to a boil 
and then lower the heat and simmer 
for about 20 minutes until the liquid 
reduces and the consistency is thick 
and syrupy. Stir in the remaining 
fresh thyme.

4. Serve warm on burgers, steaks, 
waffles, sandwiches, crostini or as 
a condiment for a cheese board. To 
store, refrigerate in jars for up to four 
weeks.

Temperature
Max 57° F
Min 13° F
 

Precipitation
Week 0.43”
February        2.10”
2024 7.24”

Snowfall
New Snow 3"
Snow on ground 1"
Winter Total 28.5"

U.S. Forest Service

February 13 - February 20

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 3B

Charleston WV – The following events 
happened on these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Feb. 28, 1831: Fayette County was 
formed by the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia from parts of Kanawha, Nicholas, 
Greenbrier and Logan counties. The 
county was named for the Marquis de 
Lafayette, the French military officer 
who served under George Washington 
during the Revolutionary War.

Feb. 28, 1858: McDowell County, 
the southernmost county in West Vir-
ginia, was created from part of Tazewell 
County, Virginia. The new county was 
named after James McDowell, a gover-
nor of Virginia.

Feb. 28, 1875: Musician Edwin 
“Edden” Hammons was born in Poca-
hontas County. A subsistence farmer and 
hunter, he is remembered as one of West 
Virginia’s finest traditional fiddlers.

Feb. 28, 1909: Athlete John Zon-
tini was born. Nicknamed the “Sheik 
of Seth” for his outstanding football 
career at Sherman High School in Boone 
County, he still holds state high school 
and Marshall University rushing records.

Feb. 29, 1888: Republican Stephen B. 
Elkins, who had grown up in Missouri, 
gave his first political speech in West 
Virginia. He was soon appointed U.S. 
secretary of war and then elected to the 
U.S. Senate, becoming a major Republi-
can figure in the state and nation.

March 1, 1831: Jackson County was 
created from parts of Wood, Mason and 
Kanawha counties and named in honor of 
Andrew Jackson, the seventh president.

March 1, 1870: The legislature passed 
an act to create a branch normal school at 
West Liberty. For the next 61 years, the 
school was a teacher preparatory institu-
tion. It is now a university.

March 1, 1898: Homer Adams Holt 
was born in Lewisburg. In 1937, he 
became West Virginia’s 20th governor.

March 2, 1840: The Virginia General 
Assembly granted a charter for Bethany 
College. From the beginning, it has been 
a four-year, baccalaureate-degree col-
lege, the oldest such institution in West 
Virginia.

March 2, 1896: Clair Bee was born 
in Pennsboro. Bee was a successful, 
innovative college basketball coach and 
widely published author of both techni-
cal basketball books and young adult fic-
tion centered on sports.

March 2, 1915: A blast swept through 
Layland No. 3 Mine in Fayette County, 
killing 114 men. 

March 2, 1927: The West Virginia 
capitol building known as the “paste-
board capitol” was destroyed by fire. 
This wood-frame building in downtown 

Charleston had been built in just 42 days 
after the previous Victorian-style capitol 
building burned in 1921.

March 3, 1843: Barbour County was 
created from parts of Lewis, Harrison 
and Randolph counties and named for 
the distinguished Virginia jurist Philip 
Pendleton Barbour.

March 3, 1890: Teacher and civic 
activist Memphis Tennessee Garrison 
was born in Virginia. She helped develop 
NAACP chapters in southern West Vir-
ginia and created the Christmas Seal 
Project.

March 4, 1849: Earl Williams Ogle-
bay was born in Bridgeport, Ohio. He 
became one of Wheeling’s most success-
ful industrialists and generous benefac-
tors. 

March 4, 1893: Governor William 
MacCorkle gave his inaugural address in 
which he warned that West Virginia was 
“passing under the control of foreign and 
non-resident landowners.”

March 4, 1924: Blues musician 
Nathaniel H. “Nat” Reese was born in 
Salem, Virginia. Growing up in Princ-
eton, Reese learned and played blues, 
jazz, country and dance music through-
out the southern coalfields. He is a mem-
ber of the West Virginia Music Hall of 
Fame.

March 5, 1856: Calhoun County was 
created from neighboring Gilmer County 
and named for John C. Calhoun, who 
served as vice president under John 
Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson.

March 5, 1963: Country musician 
Hawkshaw Hawkins was killed in a 
plane crash in Tennessee, along with 
Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas, and Randy 
Hughes. Hawkins was born in Hunting-
ton.

March 2, 1961: Governor Wally Barron 
signed legislation that granted Mar-
shall College university status.
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TUCKER COUNTY GIRLS’ BASKETBALL WIN SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

By Chris George
TuckerCountySports.Com

KEYSER – The Lady Mt. Lions 
traveled to Keyser High School 
for the Sectional Final matchup 

with East Hardy on February 22nd.  
Tucker County outscored the Lady 
Cougars 39-9 after the first quar-
ter to win the game and capture the 
Sectional Championship by the final 
score of 50-19.

The first quarter was competitive 
as both teams battled as the score 
was 11-10 Lady Mt. Lions after 
one quarter.  Tucker County then 
clamped down on defense as they 
held East Hardy to just 2 points in 

the second quarter.  The Lady Mt. 
Lions scored 11 points to push their 
lead to 22-12 at the halftime break.

The third quarter was also con-
trolled by Tucker County as they 
outscored the Lady Cougars 14-5 in 
the third to make the score 36-17 to 

Your community. 
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions 
Tucker Valley Wildcats 
Davis Thomas BearsGood Luck!

MT. LIONS CRUISE TO WINS OVER MOOREFIELD AND TYGARTS VALLEY  
By Dave Helmick
TuckerCountySports.Com

HAMBLETON – The Tucker 
County Boys’ basketball team hosted 
Moorefield on Tuesday February 
20th.  The Mt. Lions jumped out to 
an early lead and never looked back 
as they won the game 78-34.

The first quarter was controlled by 
Tucker County as they led after one 
quarter 23-5.  The Mt. Lions contin-
ued their dominance in the second 
as they outscored the Yellowjackets 
24-10 in the quarter to put the half-
time score 47-15.

Moorefield was unable to respond 
in the third as Tucker County built 
on their lead with a 20-10 advan-
tage in the third to make the score 
67-25 at the end of the third quarter.  
The fourth quarter was also won by 
the Mt. Lions 11-9 to give Tucker 
County the victory by the final score 
of 78-34.

Maddox Anderson led the Mt. 
Lions in scoring with 13 points, 5 
assists and Garrett Wilfong added 12 
points.  Ethan Rosenau had 11 points 
for Tucker County and Owen Knotts 
chipped in with 10 points.  Ash-
ton Lycliter also had 10 points, 11 
rebounds and Trevon Bonner added 
8 points in the win for the Mt. Lions.  
The Tucker County JV team also won 
72-35.  The Tucker County senior 
basketball support staff, players and 
cheerleaders were honored before 
the game.  Congrats: Ethan Rosenau, 
Ashton Lycliter, Owen Knotts, Mad-
dox Anderson, Justin Robeson, Kobe 
Bever, Jayden Moore, Laney Burns, 

Brylee Wetzel, Jacie Pennington and 
Caitlyn McCrum.

MILL CREEK – The Mt. Lions 
traveled to Tygarts Valley on Friday 
February 23rd for the last game of 
the regular season.  Tucker County 
built a lead in the first quarter and 
cruised to a 76-36 road victory.

The Mt. Lions came out strong to 
start the game as they led after one 
quarter 21-4.  Tucker County would 
also control the second quarter 16-9 
to extend the Tucker County lead at 
the half 37-13.

The visiting Mt. Lions would 
dominate the third quarter as they 

outscored the Bulldogs 22-4 in the 
third to make the score 59-17 after 
three.  Tygarts Valley would win the 
fourth quarter as they edged the Mt. 
Lions 19-17, but Tucker County got 
the win by the score of 76-36.

The Mt. Lions were led in scoring 
by Ashton Lycliter with 15 points, 
16 rebounds and Owen Knotts added 
13 points, 13 rebounds.  Garrett Wil-
fong had 12 points and Trevon Bon-
ner chipped in with 10 points in the 
Tucker County win.  Ethan Rosenau 
dished out a team high 7 assists for 
the Mt. Lions.  The Tucker County 
JV team also won at Tygarts Val-

ley 80-35.  The Mt. Lions JV team 
also played Saturday at Petersburg 
and picked up a win over Jefferson 
60-48.  This win gave the Tucker 
County JV team an undefeated sea-
son at 19-0.  

Tucker County(18-3) will play 
in the Sectional Championship on 
Thursday February 29th at Keyser 
High School against East Hardy at 
7pm.  The winner of the Sectional 
Final will host the Regional Co-Final 
on March 5th.  The loser of the Sec-
tional Final will travel to the Section 
2 winner on March 5th.  For more 
info go to TuckerCountySports.Com. 

Tucker County Boys’ Basketball players, support staff and cheerleaders were hon-
ored before the game on Feb. 20th. (L-R): Front Row, Laney Burns, Caitlyn McCrum, 
Brylee Wetzel, Jacie Pennington, Jayden Moore, Back Row, Kobe Bever, Owen 
Knotts, Ethan Rosenau, Justin Robeson, Ashton Lycliter and Maddox Anderson.  
Photo by Brittany Channell.

Mt. Lions player Justin Robeson takes 
a shot against Moorefield on Feb. 20th.  
Tucker County won the contest 78-34.  
Photo by Brittany Channell.

2024 Sectional Champions, Tucker County Girls’ Basketball team.  Photo by Brittany Channell.

Tucker County’s Katie Hicks(21) 
attempts a shot against East Hardy on 
Feb. 22nd.  The Lady Mt. Lions won the 
game 50-19.  Photo by Brittany Chan-
nell.

AREA SCHEDULE:
Thursday February 29th
Tucker County Boys’ Basketball vs 

East Hardy, Sectional Final @ Keyser 
7pm

Tuesday March 5th
Tucker County Boys’ Basketball 

Regional Co-Final – TBA - 7pm

Wednesday March 6th
WV State Girls’ Basketball Tourna-

ment @ Charleston Coliseum and Con-
vention Center

Class “A”: #3 vs #6 - 9:30am, #2 vs 
#7 - 1pm, #1 vs #8 - 5:30pm, #4 vs #5 
- 9pm

start the fourth.  In the fourth quarter 
the Lady Mt. Lions continued to pull 
away as the defense again stepped 
up to hold East Hardy to 2 points in 
the quarter.  Tucker County would 
score 14 points in the final quarter 
to put the final score to 50-19.

Raven Matthews led the Lady Mt. 
Lions in scoring with 20 points, 21 
rebounds and Katie Hicks added 8 
points, 5 assists.  Makenna Evans 

chipped in with 6 points for Tucker 
County in the win.

Tucker County(18-5) were sched-
uled to host Pendleton County in 
the Regional Co-Final on Tuesday 
February 27th.  The winner of the 
Regional Co-Final will qualify for 
the WV State Girls’ Basketball Tour-
nament on March 6th in Charleston.  
For more info go to TuckerCounty 
Sports.Com.
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FIN
D US ON

L E G A LLegal 3 col x 5-1/2”
0221 0228 0306

(2022-C-000007 - TUCKER COUNTY - GARY LUZIER OR MARGARET LUZIER)
To: JAMES STREETS, BILL SNYDER, PATTY SNYDER, JUNIOR STREETS, JOSHUA SHAHAN, 

HEATHER SHAHAN, THE HEIRS OF MARGARET STREETS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO ARTHUR BUCKHOLTZ, ROBERT BUCKHOLTZ, RANDY BUCKHOLTZ, DEBORAH WALTERS, 
TAMMY MCDOWELL AND TERRY BUCKHOLTZ, THE HEIRS OF KENNETH STREETS, INCLUD-
ING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SHERRY STREETS, THE HEIRS OF ASA MORRIS STREETS, THE 
HEIRS OF ROBERT DALE STREETS, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT  BLACK FORK  MAP  323  PARCEL  0009 0000 0000
You will take notice that GARY LUZIER OR MARGARET LUZIER, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on 

the following real estate, Cert. No. 2022-C-000007, located in BLACK FORK District, LOT 2 PORTER-
WOOD 50 X 140, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of POPCORN PROPERTIES 
LLC, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of TUCKER County at 
the sale for the delinquent taxes on June 27, 2023. GARY LUZIER OR MARGARET LUZIER requests 
that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after August 1, 2024, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before July 31, 
2024 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  156.09
interest, for tax year ticket number 2021-1107
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number.
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022-1232. $ 71.82
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 145.70
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, $ 868.49
Additional Statutory Fees with interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,242.10 
certified  or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before July 31, 2024 by paying the above total less 
any unearned check.
Given under my hand February 13, 2024
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of TUCKER County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Blvd East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 3”
0221 0228

NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING WITHOUT ANY 
ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that a foreign will or affidavit has been filed 
before the Tucker County Commission at 211 First St., Suite 205, Par-
sons, WV 26287.
That no appointment or administration is being made pursuant to the 
provisions of law but that a foreign will or affidavit of heirs of the fol-
lowing decedent has been filed with the Tucker County Commission 
and is of record in the Tucker County Clerk’s Office.
Any interested person objecting to the filing of the foreign will or af-
fidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this State must be filed with the County Commission 
within 60 days after the first publication sate or within 30 days of the 
service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is not filed 
timely, the objection is forever barred.
1st Publication Date: February 14, 2024
Decedent: Gregory Parsons
Filed By: Stacy Ayres
 123 Shagbark Hill
 Buena Vista, VA 24416
Relationship: Heir at law
 Subscribed and sworn to before me on February 16, 2024
 Sherry Simmons
 Tucker County Clerk

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 2-1/4 ”
0221 0228

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 
the estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Debora A. Rohrbaugh Marven Rohrbaugh, Jr.
1st publication 2/21/24 245 Discovery Lane
2nd publication 2/28/24 Beverly, WV 26253
Harold O. Gooden, Sr. Benjamin K. Gooden
1st publication 2/21/24 1441 Brushy Fork Rd.
2nd publication 2/28/24 Parsons, WV 26287
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date 

of first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will 
must make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker 
County Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person ob-
jecting to the qualifications of the personal representative or the venue 
or jurisdiction of the court must be filed with County Commission 
within sixty days after the date of first publication or thirty days of 
service of the notice, whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0228

NOTICE that the City of Thomas Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, April 10th at 5:00 PM at City Hall, 307 
Spruce Street, WV 26292. The public is invited to attend the public 
hearing and provide comments regarding the city’s draft comprehen-
sive plan. A copy of the draft comprehensive plan is available for in-
spection at the Thomas City Hall and the Mountaintop Public Library, 
384 2nd Street, Thomas, WV 26292, during normal business hours. 
Members of the public may call City Hall at 304-463-4360 if they are 
unable to inspect the draft comprehensive plan. Prior to the scheduled 
public hearing, written comments related to the draft comprehensive 
plan can be mailed to City Hall, PO Box 248, Thomas, WV 26292 or 
by dropping off comments to City Hall.

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 1-1/4”
0228 0306 0313 0320

STOCKHOLDER’S MEETING
A meeting of the Stockholder of Miners & Merchants Bank of Thom-
as, West Virginia, will be held at the Bank’s Main Office Building 
located at 16000 Appalachian Highway, Thomas, West Virginia, on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, beginning at 1:00 p.m., for the purpose of 
electing a Board of Directors for the ensuing year and transacting any 
other business that may properly come before the meeting.
Given under my hand this 15th day of February, 2024.
   Jennifer Newland
   CEO

The Annual Cinderella 
Project - Saturday, March 9th

Area high school 
senior proms will be 
taking place through-
out the area in the 
coming weeks. Find-
ing that special dress 
for a young woman’s 
big night doesn’t have 
to break the bank.  And 
the solution is right 
here in the area.  

The Cinderella Proj-
ect is a community 
outreach program that 
provides teen women 
with an affordable way 
to attend their high 
school prom. This year 
it will be held Satur-
day, March 9th at 10:00 
AM to 2:00 PM at all 

three of West Virginia 
Caring’s Resale Shops; 
Bellview, Burnsville 
and Reedsville, WV. 
There are new and 
gently used prom and 
formal wear, dresses, 
shoes, and handbags 
are $5.00 each. with 
everything you need to 
make your prom night 
special. 

Donations for dresses 
and accessories are 
needed to ensure there 
is a full inventory of all 
sizes and kinds of party 
attire available.  Dona-
tions can be dropped 
off at the Resale Shops 
and the local WV Car-
ing offices.

The Resale Shops are 
open Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 AM 
– 4:30 PM, and Sat-
urday 9:00 AM – 2:00 
PM. If you have ques-
tions, please contact 
Brittany Dixon at 304-

864-4010, email her at 
bdixon@wvcaring.org 
or find us on Facebook.

Since 1983, West 
Virginia Caring, a 501 
(c) (3), non-profit an 
advanced illness pro-
vider, has been dedi-
cated to improve care 
for those facing life-
limiting illness through 
direct support of 
patients and their fami-
lies while providing 
advocacy, outreach, 
education and exper-
tise in grief support to 
the entire community.  
WV Caring serves the 
following twelve coun-
ties: Barbour, Braxton, 
Calhoun, Gilmer, Mar-
ion, Monongalia, Pres-
ton, Pocahontas, Ran-
dolph, Taylor, Tucker 
and Wetzel. WV Car-
ing is one of a few not 
for profit, stand-alone 
hospices serving North 
Central West Virginia.

DoHS Accepting Low-Income 
Energy Assistance Program 

(LIEAP) Applications
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West 

Virginia Department of Human Services 
(DoHS), Bureau for Family Assistance 
(BFA) today announced applications for 
the Low-Income Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIEAP) will be accepted begin-
ning Monday, February 26, 2024, through 
Friday, March 1, 2024, or until funds are 
exhausted. The federally funded program 
assists eligible West Virginia residents in 
paying home heating bills. 

Eligibility for LIEAP benefits is based 
on income, household size, and whether 
the household is responsible for paying its 
heating bill. Income guidelines must be at, 
or below, 60 percent of the State Median 
Income. In situations where a heating 
emergency exists, applicants must be seen 
by a DoHS Worker. To qualify, households 
must meet all program guidelines. 

The maximum allowable gross income 
levels for LIEAP Fiscal Year (FY) 
2023/2024 are listed below:

*For each additional person, add $642. 
Households whose countable income 
exceeds the maximum amount are not 
eligible.  However, some types of income 
may be excluded for LIEAP.

Applications may be obtained at local 
DoHS offices, community action agen-
cies, or senior centers operated by any 
Area Agency on Aging. Applications are 
also available online at wvpath.wv.gov.

All applications must be received by 
DoHS or postmarked by March 1, 2024. 
Completed applications should be deliv-
ered or mailed to the DoHS office located 
in the applicant’s county of residence. A 
list of local offices may be found at dhhr.
wv.gov/bms/Pages/Field-Offices.aspx or 
by calling 304-356-4619.

Mailing the application to any other 
office or a utility company may delay 
receipt of the application by DoHS and 
prohibit the processing of the applica-
tion.

This is a photo of Parsons High School (previously known as Black Fork District 
High School). This building was opened to high school students on January 5, 
1914. Prior to moving into this building, the high school and grade school occupied 
the school on Water Street. The grade school on Water Street was closed in May 
1939 and the grade school students were transferred to the building shown in the 
photo. Work had been going on to build a new high school which was located where 
the current Board of Education conducts business. Work on the new high school 
was completed in 1939 and the high school students transferred to the new high 
school. The high school students would see one last move. A new school would 
be built between Parsons and Thomas and would be named Tucker County High 
School. All county high school students would be transferred to this new school. 
I am interested in knowing whose residence can be seen in the photo. Ideas, com-
ments, suggestions, or items to share contact Tim Turner (304) 478-3389.

Foundation Scholarship 
Deadline is Friday, March 8th 
Parsons – The Tucker 

Community Founda-
tion wants to remind 
all students that the 
Foundation’s scholar-
ship application dead-
line is Friday, March 
8, 2024.  Michael 
Moore, Chief Financial 
Officer, said that all 
applications had to be 
postmarked by March 
8th to be considered 
for a scholarship this 
upcoming year.  Moore 
said that students can 
go to www.tuckerfoun-
dat ion.net /endowed-
funds/scholarships/ to 
download an applica-
tion and view the list 
of scholarships.  

Students may also 
go to their high school 
guidance counselors 
to obtain a scholarship 
application.  Every 
high school counselor 
in the Tucker Com-

munity Foundation’s 
8 county service area 
has received copies of 
the scholarship appli-
cations to distribute to 
students, said Moore.  
Applications are also 
available at the Foun-
dation offices located 
in the Board of Educa-
tion Annex at 100 Edu-
cation Lane, Parsons.

The Tucker Com-
munity Foundation 
has over 40 different 
scholarship funds that 
will pay out roughly 
$100,000 in schol-
arships this year to 
deserving students in 
the Foundation’s ser-
vice area.  “I encour-
age all students to 
apply for a scholar-
ship.  The Foundation 
awards scholarships 
to students going to a 
traditional 4-year col-
lege, graduate school, 

community college or 
a trade school”, said 
Moore.

Scholarship appli-
cations can be deliv-
ered by email, postal 
service or in person.  
The important thing to 
remember is the dead-
line is Friday, March 
8, 2024.  For students 
emailing or hand deliv-
ering their applications 
they must be turned in 
by 3:00pm on March 
8th.  Those students 
mailing their applica-
tions, they must be 
postmarked by March 
8th.

Anyone that needs 
assistance completing 
the application can see 
their guidance coun-
selor or call the Tucker 
Community Founda-
tion office at (304) 
478-2930.  Foundation 
office hours are Mon-
day thru Friday from 
8am to 4pm.  Founda-
tion staff are always 
willing to answer ques-
tions and give assis-
tance to students.
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THANK YOU FOR READING 

NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking lots, 
basketball courts, resurfac-
ing old asphalt, patchwork, 
seal coating – Machine laid 
and rolled – All Work guar-
anteed – Over 40 years 
experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competitive 
prices and discounts – 
Free Estimates – 304-472-
8097.  WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488 .
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 
NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 

SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-591 
-0272;  304-704-3764

HOME FOR RENT - 2BR 
DUPLEX in Thomas 2-BR, 
1-Bath Duplex on First St. 
in Thomas. ALL UTILITIES! 
Modern kitchen, all appli-
ances including fridge, mi-
crowave, oven, washer & 
dryer. Also includes internet, 
electric, heat, hot-water, wa-
ter/sewer & garbage pick-
up. 1-yr. lease, no smokers, 
pets negotiable, $1,400/
month with $1,000 damage-
deposit, refundable. Call 
304-259-5533.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HINCHCLIFF 
LUMBER COMPANY

Now starting at the equivalent 

of $14.00/hour 
(including weekly attendance bonus)

Other Benefits Include:
• 10 Paid Holidays

• Production & Safety Bonuses
• Earn Paid Vacation Time

• Become Eligible for 401K 
with Company Match
Apply in person 

Mon. – Fri.  8:00am – 3:00pm
Part-Time WORK ALSO CONSIDERED

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 

about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Tucker Manor 
Now Leasing!

1 Bedroom Apartments 
55+ or Disabled

202 Sunnyside Lane
Parsons, WV 26287

tucker@tmamgroup.com
(304) 478-2368

Rent Based On Income

3-year price guarantee requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment 
and covers core programming, local networks, and equipment. All 
packages, programming, and offers are subject to change without notice.  
Local blackouts and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require 
separate subscription.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.
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In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is The Parsons Advocateʼs
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

The Parsons Advocateʼs WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 
children. There are no administrative
fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

How will the childrenʼs clothing be
purchased?

The Advocateʼs WARM THE CHILDREN 
coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 
to help by donating a little of their time to 
this worthwhile cause.

No administrative 
fees. EVERY CENT 

received is used to buy 
winter clothing!

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 
donation to the address on the 
coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. All donations are
tax deductible.

Enclosed is my donation to the WARM THE CHILDREN FUND. Make checks 
payable to WARM THE CHILDREN FUND.

  Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
MAIL TO: WARM THE CHILDREN FUND

c/o The Parsons Advocate
P.O. Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287

 or drop off at the Advocate’s office at 219 Central Ave., Parsons, WV

CLIP & MAIL

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

Blackwater Falls Holds 
Annual Sled Race

Blackwater Falls held their 12th annual 
Cardboard and Duct Tape Sled Race with 24 
sled entrees and over a 100 spectators. This 
year's theme was Dynamic Duos and the 
entrees did not disappoint with fun entrees 
like Santa and Mrs. Claus to Mario Broth-
ers to Back to the Future, Scooby Doo, The 
Flintstones, Snoopy and Woodstock.  Par-
ticipants came from as far away as Indiana 
to multiple towns in West Virginia.  West 
Virginia was represented by Davis, Elkins, 
Harman, Aurora, Martinsburg, Bridgeport, 
Springfield and Romney.  Participants from 
as young as 4 years of age to 67 years of age 
loaded onto their cardboard sleds to race to 
the finish line. 

The Park Ranger Award for the team with 
the most visually appealing sled meeting the 
theme was awarded to North Pole Duo from 
Virginia for their Santa and Mrs. Claus Sled.  
The Speed Award went to Perfect Condi-
ments from West Virginia with a speed of 
just over 1 minute. The Spirit Award went to 
Snoopy and Friends from West Virginia who 
kept the crowd laughing while cheering on 
fellow competitors. New for 2024 was the 
Wipe Out Award for the team that crashed the 
best on the hill without injury and Calvin and 

Hobbs from the DC area claimed this award.  
The naturalist embraced the theme with their 
costume of Yogi and Boo Boo as black bears, 
Nature Center Attendant, Kyra and Volunteer 
Beverly embraced with their butterfly and 
Moth Duo costumes.

Next year will be held on the last Saturday 
in February at Blackwater Falls State Park 
Sled Run with a theme of Rock Bands. 

Guidelines for Responsibly 
Collecting Ramps on 

Monongahela National Forest
Elkins, W.Va.,  Digging and eating 

ramps in the spring is a traditional activ-
ity throughout Appalachia, especially in 
Monongahela National Forest's gateway 
communities. While collecting ramps 
for personal use is permitted on the For-
est within established limits, commercial 
harvesting of ramps in the Forest is pro-
hibited.

Personal use is defined as two gallons 
per person in possession at any one time, 
about the amount that fits in a typical 
plastic grocery bag. This equals about 
180 whole plants, including roots and 
leaves. Individuals may not collect ramps 
on behalf of someone else or for a fund-
raiser.

We encourage people who are collect-
ing ramps in Monongahela National For-
est to help sustain viable ramp popula-
tions by following these guidelines:

• Collect ramps only in patches 
with more than 100 plants.

• If you find a patch that has 
already been harvested, move on to 
another area.

• When collecting ramps from a 
large clump, take only one-fifth of the 
plants. Leaving behind most of the plants 
will allow them to mature and go to seed, 
and the patch will recover faster.

• If digging bulbs, use a soil fork 
or a small hand trowel and a knife rather 
than a large shovel. Shovels disturb the 
root system of neighboring ramps and 
other plants much more than these smaller 
tools. To dig ramps, loosen the soil with 
the soil fork or hand trowel and use the 
knife to cut the ramp roots beneath the 
bulb.

• After you dig a ramp, cover the 
bare soil with leaves. This will reduce the 
likelihood of invasive species taking root.

By following these guidelines for har-
vesting ramps, we can ensure that our chil-
dren and grandchildren can enjoy ramps 
for generations to come. Learn more 
about ramps and how to grow them on 
your property here: https://www.fs.usda.
gov/research/srs/products/compasslive/
harvest-ramps-responsibly-enjoy-many-
years-come

Tucker County Democratic 
Convention Set for March 16

County Democratic Executive Commit-
tee Chair McClintock announced today that 
the Tucker County Democratic Convention 
will be held on Saturday, March 16, 2024, at 
3 p.m. Rudolph's, 300 Highway 32 Thomas. 

This County Convention is open to all 
resident registered Democrats in Tucker 
County as well as those that would like 
to become Democrats. Voter registration 
forms will be available at the convention 
for those that wish to register as Democrats. 
Light refreshments will be provided.

To open the County Convention, an offi-
cial Convention Chair and Secretary will be 

elected. Attendees will then caucus by Mag-
isterial District and elect seven Delegates 
to represent the County at the Democratic 
State Convention, which is to be held in 
Charleston on June 14 and 15. 

Delegates to the Democratic National 
Convention are selected during the State 
Convention.  West Virginia has been allo-
cated 25 delegates and 2 alternates to the 
Democratic National Convention.

County Conventions are mandated by 
State statute. A county must hold conven-
tions every year that there is a Presidential 
election. 

DTEMS to get Therapy Dog
CHARLESTON, WV — Gov. Jus-

tice and First Lady Cathy Justice 
announced today the next six therapy 
dogs that will be placed in Commu-
nities In Schools sites across West 
Virginia as part of the First Lady’s 
Friends With Paws initiative.

Adding these six dogs to Friends 
With Paws will bring the total number 
of therapy dogs placed in West Vir-
ginia through the program to 25.

“These therapy dogs will bring 
friendship, love, and support to their 
schools,” First Lady Justice said. “It’s 
incredible what benefits these dogs 
bring, not just for the students but for 
the whole faculty. I look forward to 
welcoming each one and seeing the 
amazing work that they do for our 
students.” 

First announced in March 2022, the 
Friends With Paws program places 
certified therapy dogs in various CIS 
schools across the state, providing 
companionship and comfort for stu-
dents in need of a boost.

"Having witnessed the incredible 
impact of the Friends With Paws initia-
tive throughout our state, I'm thrilled 
to announce its continued growth,” 
Gov. Justice said. “This initiative is 
more than just a program; it's become 
a reason for our students to look for-
ward to coming to school. These dogs 
are the true heroes and joy-bringers in 
our schools. These new additions will 
absolutely enhance the lives of the 
schools they become a part of."

Therapy dogs are placed in schools 
within CIS counties where students 
are disproportionately affected by 
poverty, substance misuse, or other 
at-risk situations, and are in greatest 
need of a support animal. The dogs 
serve as a healthy and friendly outlet 
for these students to address trauma 
and other social-emotional issues. 
Friends With Paws dogs have also 
helped increase school attendance, as 
well as helping students to practice 
their reading skills with only the ther-
apy dog and teacher present.  


