
Tucker County EMS 
Receives New Ambulance

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

There is a new rig in town.  
Tucker County EMS has received a new 

Ambulance.  In a ceremony held on Tues-
day, March 5th at Station One in Parsons, 
members of the Tucker County Ambulance 
Authority, area municipal government, 
EMS and the public assembled to await the 

arrival of the new Ambulance.  “Our new 
ambulance, number 52, should be arriv-
ing from the factory momentarily,” Tucker 
County Ambulance Authority President 
Dennis Filler said.

Filler relayed in his speech the history of 
ambulance use, from the Anglo-Saxons in 
900 AD to the first US based hospital ser-
vice in Cincinnati in 1865 during the wan-

Meet the Candidate: Tucker 
County Commissioner Fred Davis

After six years as Tucker County Com-
missioner, Fred Davis is running for 
reelection.  Davis, a Tucker County resi-
dent for 58 years, has served as Commis-
sioner since 2019.

According to Davis, his focus has been 
to be a voice for the citizens of Tucker 
County.  Davis said that he has always 
strove to field citizen concerns to the 
County Commission and has even taken 
long calls from citizens in the middle of 
the night.  “When I ran, I told everybody I 
would be their voice of the people,” Davis 
said.  “When they come to me, I bring it 
to the commission and to the county to let 
them know what is going on.”

Davis said that during his first campaign, 
he had said he would expand access to 
trade school opportunities for the citizens 
of Tucker County.  According to Davis, 
he has been working with Eastern Col-
lege as well as helping citizens with min-
ing classes, CDL and phlebotomy classes.  
“When I ran last time, I promised people 
I would do trade schools to help the com-
munity out and I've done that the entire 
five years I've been (on the Commission),” 
Davis said.  

Davis said he also has assisted local 
companies and carpenters to find employ-
ees, as well as fielding call often on the 
subject of employment.  “I still get calls 
from people asking for me to find them 
employees and people call me about find-

ing jobs and that has worked out really 
well with me helping to do that,” Davis 
said.  “As Commissioner, people come to 
me on that.”

According to Davis, he enjoys his work 
with local recreational service.  “I like the 
part of working with the recreation and 
community centers and our parks,” Davis 
said.  “These are the main things that I 
like.  I really like putting my time into 
those things.” 

Davis said he feel that the County is a 
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The eminent domain suit filed by the Town of Davis against Real Estate Developer 
Pete Johnson has reached an agreement. Johnson has supplied a copy of a joint 
statement to The Parsons Advocate.

Riverwalk Eminent 
Domain Case Dismissed

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

The Town of Davis and Real Estate 
Developer Pete Johnson have reached 
a settlement in the eminent domain suit 
filed by the Town against Johnson and 
his Riverwalk development project.  In a 
joint statement supplied to The Parsons 
Advocate by Johnson, the Town of Davis 
agreed to dismiss the Town's Petition for 
Condemnation. 

The joint statement stated that the Town, 
Davis Parks and Recreation Commission 
and the Davis Municipal Building Com-
mission all agreed to the dismissal.  All 
three entities were originally listed as 
petitioners on the Town's petition for con-
demnation of the Riverwalk Subdivision 
property in the Town's filing.  “The Town 
of Davis, The Town of Davis Municipal 
Building Commission and the Davis Parks 

and Recreation Commission, Inc., have 
agreed to dismiss the Petition of Condem-
nation,” the statement reads.

The statement also attests that the Town 
of Davis, as well as the other entities listed 
on the original petition, do not intent do 
file any other petition to condemn the 
property.  “The Town of Davis, The Town 
of Davis Municipal Building Commission, 
and the Davis Parks and Recreation Com-
mission, Inc., agree that they do not have 
any plans to file another Petition for Con-
demnation,” the statement writes.  “The 
parties look forward to working together 
to allow for the completion of the project.”

As previously reported in The Parsons 
Advocate, the condemnation filing had 
affected the sale and development of 12 
lots within the Riverwalk Subdivision 
project and left several buyers in limbo 
from lots under contract that could not 

Tucker County Commissioner Fred 
Davis at his desk in the Tucker County 
Commission Office.  Davis is running 
for reelection in what he hopes to be his 
second six year term as a County Com-
missioner.

The newest addition to the Tucker County EMS fleet passes under a spray of water 
from a Parsons VFD fire engine during the “Dowsing Ceremony”.  The ceremony 
is a tradition in the fire and EMS community to inaugurate a new rig to the fleet.

Arnold Resigns as Parsons 
City Administrator

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Parsons City Administrator Agnes 
Arnold has resigned effective March 30th.  
The City of Parsons Council reluctantly 
accepted the resignation March 5th during 
the Council's regular meeting.  

Arnold submitted her resignation in the 
form of a letter dated February 28th to Par-
sons Mayor Bruce Kolsun.  In the letter, 
Arnold expresses thanks to the Mayor and 
City Council for her time as City Admin-
istrator and gratitude for the knowledge 
the experience has given her.  “I want to 
express my gratitude to the mayor and the 
city council for the opportunity to work for 
the city,” Arnold wrote.  “I am grateful for 
the experience and knowledge gained dur-
ing my tenure.”

Arnold also wrote that she strives to 
make the transition as smooth as possible 
and offered her assistance to the staff dur-
ing the transition.  Arnold also wrote that 
she intended to have all her duties com-
pleted prior to her last day.  “I am com-
mitted to making the transition process as 
smooth as possible and willing to assist the 
staff for as long as may be necessary or 
needed,” Arnold wrote.

Arnold's closing remarks stated that her 
experience working with the council, staff 
and customers has been positive and that 
she considered the present and past staff of 
the City to be family.  Arnold wrote that 
her time spent assisting with events and 

decorating, as well as spent planting and 
watering flowers over the years have been 
the most rewarding for her.  “I appreci-
ate the opportunity in helping make our 
“Small City with a Big Heart” a beautify 
and quaint place to live,” Arnold wrote.

The matter was taken up in executive 
session under the exemption that applies to 
personnel issues.  Following the executive 
session discussion, the Council returned to 
open session and accepted the resignation 
with regret with only one vote opposing 
issued by Council Member Tim Turner.  
The Council unanimously expressed regret 
at Arnold's leaving and thanked her for her 
service to the City.

The next meeting of the Parsons City 
Council will be held Tuesday, March 19th 
at 6 p.m. at the Charles W. “Bill” Rosenau 
Municipal Building at 341 Second Street 
in Parsons.

Parsons Police See Increase in Homelessness; Applies for Camera Grant
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

City of Parsons Police Chief Kevin 
Keplinger updated the City of Parsons 
Council March 5th on his department's 
efforts over the past couple of weeks.  Of 
the issues raised in the meeting, Keplinger 
reported an increase in encounters with 
homeless individuals in the City and the 
struggles his department has seen during 
the encounters.

Keplinger addressed the Council on 
the increase his department has seen in 
intoxicated and homeless individuals 
within the City.  “We are aware and we 
are working on some, I don't want to say 
vagrancy issues, but some homelessness 
issues within the town,” Keplinger said.  

Keplinger informed the Council of a 
recent incident at Mill Race Park that 
one of his officers responded to.  Accord-
ing to Keplinger, it involved a heavily 
intoxicated individual.  “It is a difficult 
situation to deal with to be quite honest,” 
Keplinger said.  “Recently we had an 
individual who was fairly heavily intoxi-
cated at Mill Race Park.  We showed up, 

one of my officers showed up.”
According to Keplinger, public intoxi-

cation is not an offense that his depart-
ment can jail for.“Public intoxication is 
not a jailable offense,” Keplinger said.  

There is no longer a shelter for inebri-
ated individuals, according to Keplinger.  
“Our options basically and there is no 
public inebrient shelter anymore.  The 
P.I. Shelter does not exist.”

Keplinger expressed frustration over 
the the situation and lack of options his 
department legally has to deal with the 
issues.  “Our only option is to cite and 
release,” Keplinger said.  “I am not par-
ticularly happy with that.  Its just a dif-
ficult situation.”

Keplinger told the Council that he real-
ized there was an issue, but his depart-
ment was working on a solution.  “We are 
trying to work that, but we do understand 
that there is an issue,” Keplinger said.

Keplinger said his department has 
already been in contact about applying 
for Congressional Directed Spending 
Grants.  According to Keplinger, these 
grants would be used to purchase cam-
era systems for various points within the 

City.  “What I'm looking at and what we 
are requesting are a technology grant for 
cameras,” Keplinger said.  “I think it is 
important for us going forward in the 
future.”

Keplinger said his concerns were tied 
to an anticipated influx of traffic from the 
Corridor H project once it is completed.  
“With the Corridor being completed 
within the next couple of years, I think 
we are going to see an influx of traffic,” 
Keplinger said.  “I think we are going to 
see traffic from more areas then we are 
now.”

Keplinger said he has concerns that 
with communities in neighboring areas 
either implementing or having already 
installed camera systems, Parsons would 
fall behind and risk becoming a target for 
crime.  Keplinger named Elkins, Bridge-
port, Buckhannon and other communi-
ties as either already having systems 
similar to what Keplinger proposes or 
have already installed them. “I think if 
we don't take steps, too, we run the risk 
of becoming a community that – I hate 
to use the term soft target, but – I think 
we run the risk of becoming an area that 

criminal elements can realize that, 'we 
can go here  and we run under the radar 
and they won't know us,'” Keplinger said.  

Keplinger said his department is 
looking at license plate readers as well 
as other camera features.  According 
to Keplinger, he also received a quote 
on updating the system in City Hall.  
Keplinger said he also had a quote done 
for River City Park.  “We are looking at a 
pretty comprehensive  package of license 
plate readers that should capture, based 
upon where we put it, the vehicles com-
ing in and out,” Keplinger said.  “It will 
just give us basically traffic patterns.  30 
day buffer on a lot of this.  We're looking 
at a lot of other camera options.”

Keplinger said a second grant applica-
tion for exterior lighting was also being 
submitted to Congressional Directed 
Spending.  Both grants were being 
submitted by the 18th, according to 
Keplinger.

The next meeting of the Parsons City 
Council will be held Tuesday, March 
19th at 6 p.m. at the Charles W. “Bill” 
Rosenau Municipal Building located at 
341 Second Street in Parsons.
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News of Record
The following criminal complaints have 
been filed in the Tucker County Magistrate 
office:
• Chad Nicholas Shaffer, was charged 

with one felony count of Strangulation.  
According to the complaint on Friday, 
March 1 at approximately 4:45 a.m., 
Trooper R.S. Musgrave was dispatched 
by WVSP Elkins Communication to a 
physical domestic in progress in Davis.  
At this time the officer was advised the 
victim was able to leave the residence and 
agreed to meet at the BFS in Parsons.

• At approximately 5.20 a.m. Musgrave 
made contact with the victim who was 
identified by her driver’s license.  She 
advised she got into a verbal altercation 
with her boyfriend Chad Shaffer.  During 
this altercation she advised that the suspect 
began to get aggressive and physical in 
nature, allegedly striking her with a closed 
fist to her body.  She stated he began 
shoving her into the bathroom at which 
point he placed both hands around her 
neck, preventing her from breathing.  She 
stated he began to squeeze her throat to 
which point she blacked out. 

• At this time she stated she came to and 
began trying to leave the residence and she 
said the suspect shoved her to the ground 
again, jumped on top of her and began 
squeezing her throat again.  She said she 
started blacking out again but did not pass 
out and was able to leave the residence.

• During this altercation Musgrave observed 
markings on her neck and throat consistent 
with being choked.  He also observed 
some bruising around this area along 
with the markings on her upper arm.  She 
was checked by Tucker County EMS but 
refused to be transported to the hospital.

• Jherika Ashley Winkler, of Cresaptown 
Allegheny, Md., was charged with two 
counts of shoplifting.  The complaint 
states that on Wednesday, Feb. 7 Deputy 
C.R. Summerfield of the Tucker County 
Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) received a call 
from the Sheriff’s office regarding a 
shoplifting complaint at the Davis Shop-
n-Save.  He arrived on scene and was 
met by the store manager and obtained 
a handwritten statement from her.  In 
summary she stated that on Thursday, Feb. 
1 the suspect came into the store and was 

caught shoplifting.  She stated that the 
suspect was in Isle 5 for quite some time 
and she could be seen picking up products 
and shoving them into her pants, shirt and 
purse.  She also stated that the suspect 
checked out and paid for some groceries 
with her EBT card.  When she was leaving 
employees stopped her in the foyer and 
asked her to open her purse.  When she 
did they observed two Febreeze sprays, 
five wax-melts and three plug-ins.  The 
store manager stated that there was more, 
but the suspect walked into the parking lot 
before employees could see the rest.  She 
stated that the total of the merchandise 
stolen, to the best of her knowledge, was 
$190.  The officer was provided with a 
USB drive containing security footage of 
the incident.  When viewed he observed 
a female suspect that appeared to be the 
suspect in the isle placing items into her 
purse and shopping cart. 

• Gregory Dean Smith, Jr., of  Ravenswood, 
was charged with one count of unlawful 
taking of vehicle, one count driving 
under influence of alcohol, one count of 
obedience to traffic-control devices and 
one count of operation without certificate 
or failure to produce certificate.  According 
to the complaint on Saturday, Feb. 24 
Trooper R.S. Musgrave, along with Deputy 
B. Gidley were dispatched to a domestic at 
254 Henry Ave in Davis by Tucker County 
911.  The officers arrived on scene and 
made contact with caller.  At this time 
they were advised that the other party 
involved was Gregory Smith, Jr. who has 
had multiple law enforcement interactions 
prior to this incident.

• Musgrave was advised that Smith had left 
the scene and Tucker County 911 reported 
there had been a motor vehicle accident on 
the Appalachian Highway going toward 
Canaan.  Musgrave was advised that Smith 
was in possession of the caller’s vehicle 
to which he did not have permission or 
consent to take. 

• Musgrave arrived on the scene of the 
accident and observed a vehicle on the left 
side of the roadway, over an embankment, 
in the ditch collided with a pole.  Musgrave 
observed Smith acting in a belligerent 
manner and acknowledged a strong odor 
of an alcoholic beverage emanating from 

Smith’s person.  Upon speaking with Smith 
he allegedly admitted that he had stolen 
the vehicle from the caller.

• At this time officers placed him under 
arrest for the unlawful taking of the 
vehicle.  He had no identification or 
operators and was transported to the WVSP 
Parsons detachment in regards to obtain a 
warrant for Smith’s blood.  Officers arrived 
at Davis Medical Center in Elkins and at 
this time a blood draw kit was collected 
and a trauma kit was executed to ascertain 
any injuries Smith might have sustained 
from the accident, and he was cleared by 
DMC medical professionals.

• After release from medical services 
officers transported Smith to Tygart Valley 
Regional Jail where he was processed via 
Live Scan and charged with unlawful taking 
of a vehicle, DUI, Failure to obey traffic 
devices and failure to produce operators.  
He was then remanded into the custody 
of Division of Corrections. 

• All individuals are presumed innocent 
until proven otherwise in a court of law.

The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s 
office:
• Zachary J. Millimet and Amy C. MIllimet, 

Dry Fork district, Lot 18 Northface 
Timberline to Frederick Heath Damron 
and Mariette Barbier, $56,000.

• Martin L. Milner and Stephanie T. Milner, 
Dry Fork District, Unit C-204, Herzwood 
Condominium to Slopeside Rentals LLC, 
$268,648.50.

• Patricia Shupp Kerr and Richard Kerr, 
Black Fork District, 4.3 acres Roaring Run 
to Luke M. Rhodes and Bayli D. Rhodes, 
$32,500.

• Robert V. Rebois and Margaret J. Rebois, 
Dry Fork District, Lot 58 Mountainside 
Timberline 2.19 acres to James C. Shelton 
and Rachel B. Shelton, $440,000.

• Paul S. Magness and Meredith J. Magness, 
Dry Fork District, Lot 52 North Lake IV 
to Patrick Dowd and Michelle L. Dowd, 
$71,000.

• Cable of the Carolinas Inc., Dry Fork 
District, .123 acres to Matthew S. Shockley 
and Angie Shockley, $80,000.

• Carolina Cable Inc., Dry Fork District, 
0.08 acres; 3,600 square feet to Matthew 
S. Shockley and Angie Shockley, $4,700.
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at 
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 
telephone number, name and address. This 
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 
etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.
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Riverwalk Cont. From Front Page 1

complete financing due to the filing.  As well as housing, the 
development is planned to include a green space park area 
and trail access through a donated tract to the DNR that is 
slated to tie into the trail and bridge proposed with the Friends 
of the Blackwater, according to Johnson's previous interview.

The Town of Davis and Mayor Al Tomson, as previously 
reported in The Parsons Advocate, had denied any wrong 
doing in regards to the filing.  In an interview with The Par-
sons Advocate previously, Tomson has said the matter had 
been before the Town Council for two years prior to the fil-
ing.  Tomson  outlined in that interview that the Town had 

intended to use the property included in the eminent domain 
filing to improve parking in the downtown area and expand 
the riverfront park. 

The issuing of the joint statement and the dismissal of the 
condemnation filing brings an end to the eminent domain 
issues facing the future of the Riverwalk Subdivision Proj-
ect. The dismissal of the Town's petition will allow for future 
development and sale of lots in the area of Phase Two of the 
project as well as allow the project's frontage road to remain 
property of the Riverwalk project's Home Owner's Associa-
tion. 

team and attributed much of the County's successes to 
the combined effort of the County departments.  “We're 
a team,” Davis said.  “You work it out to make it work 
for the County.”

Davis said in his time as Commissioner, he has 
focused on employment, EMS and Fire, civic infra-
structure projects involving water and sewer and the 
expansion of broadband internet service in the area 
through the Commission's partnership with Prodigy.  
“The last few years, I've helped give money for infra-
structure through the Covid money to water and sewer 
and the water plant,” Davis said.  “I work closely with 
Canaan, Davis and Thomas and Hamrick PSD to make 
sure they had the right pumps and the water lines.”

Davis said if reelected, he plans to continue his work 
in education and employment, but also feels there is 
a need for continued support of emergency services. 
Davis said he plans to continue working on the infra-
structure of the county and continue doing what he has 
since he was initially elected.  “This job is 24-7 and I 
take it very seriously,” Davis said.  “Its about looking 
out for the well being of this County.”

Davis, a retiree of the City of Thomas, said his family 
has been in the Douglas area since the 1920s.  Accord-
ing to Davis, his family were coal miners in the area.  
Davis said he has three grandsons and a daughter in 
Tucker County.  “My heart is in Tucker County,” Davis 
said.

Dear Editor, 
Too often, we of the “older generation” overlook 

the efforts of the “younger generation.”  I’d like 
to shine the light on a group of young people here 
in Tucker County, who has for weeks now, been 
collecting donations of non-perishable foods and 
money to support our local community.  Hunger 
knows no age limit.  So what the younger people 
in the Honor Society have done is step up and help 
all of Tucker County that may need a helping hand.

Seeing students, and their teacher, at their tables 
at both Shop-n-Save stores in our county was heart-
warming.  It also reminded me of all that I learned 
from my civics and social studies teachers at Par-
sons High and TCHS, who, like Mr. Wilson, helped 
and inculcated the values of the Honor Society.

Deborah Stiles

Road Closure 
Starting on 

Monday, March 11
RANDOLPH COUNTY, WV – One east-

bound and one westbound lane of US 33, 
Allegheny Highway, will be closed starting 
near Middle Mountain Sports and ending near 
the intersection of Kelly Mountain Road begin-
ning from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 11, 2024, for culvert replacement, pav-
ing and median reconstruction. Special accom-
modations for emergency vehicles and school 
buses, all other motorists should seek alternates 
routes.
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ing days of the Civil War.  Filler also out-
lined the use of ambulances in New York at 
Bellevue Hospital in 1869.  “In 1870, their 
ambulances responded to 1400 emergency 

calls,” Filler said.  “Just a little bit over the 
number that we provide on an annual basis 
here in Tucker County.”

As part of the ceremony, the new ambu-
lance was ran under a spray of water from 
a Parsons Volunteer Fire Department fire 
engine in what was called a “Dowsing Cer-
emony”.  “Some ambulance crews dowse 
their ambulances with an IV bag from 
the rig that is being replaced,” Filler said.  
“Somehow that just didn't seem right for 
Tucker County.”

Following the Dowsing Ceremony, Pas-
tor Julie Davis of the First United Method-
ist Church gave the invocation and bless-
ing for the new ambulance.  As a part of 
her presentation, she read an excerpt from 
Psalm 91 which she said was a Psalm of 
protection.  This was followed by a prayer.

Dylan Oliveto, Regional Account Man-
ager for Atlantic Emergency Solutions was 
also on hand representing his company 
at the event.  As part of the presentation 
ceremony, Filler presented  Oliveto with a 
check for the ambulance.  “The ambulance 
authority is now in debt for a brand new 

ambulance,” Filler quipped.  
“But we appreciate the fine 
job that you have done and 
can't thank you enough.”

Filler went on to thank 
the members of the Tucker 
County Ambulance Author-
ity board both past and pres-
ent for making it possible to 
purchase the ambulance.   
Filler credited Treasurer 
Chris Davis with sourcing 
competitive financing.  The 
Tucker County Commis-
sion was also thanked by 
Filler in his speech  for the 
recent transfer of Hotel-
Motel funds which allowed 
for the Ambulance Author-
ity to prepay the first year's 
payment.  EMS Director 
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STOCKHOLDER’S MEETING
A meeting of the Stockholder of Miners & Merchants Bank of Thom-
as, West Virginia, will be held at the Bank’s Main Office Building 
located at 16000 Appalachian Highway, Thomas, West Virginia, on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, beginning at 1:00 p.m., for the purpose of 
electing a Board of Directors for the ensuing year and transacting any 
other business that may properly come before the meeting.
Given under my hand this 15th day of February, 2024.
   Jennifer Newland
   CEO
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The West Virginia Division of Corrections & Rehabilitation is seeking 
documents from qualified Architectural Engineer Firms to establish a 
contract via an Expression of Interest (EOI) for Air Systems and Build-
ing Automation Control Systems at: 1 - Lakin Correctional Center & 
Jail (LCC&J) located at 11264 Ohio River Road, West Columbia, WV 
25287, Mason County WV, 2 - Eastern Regional Jail & Correctional 
Facility - Building No. 2 (ERJ&CF-B2) located at 38 Grapevine Road, 
Martinsburg, WV 25401, Berkeley County WV, 3 - Salem Correction-
al Center & Jail (SCC&J) - Building B located at 7 Industrial Blvd, 
Industrial, WV 26426, Doddridge & Harrison County WV, 4 - Donald 
R. Kuhn Juvenile Center (DRKJC) located at 1 Lory Place, Julian, 
WV 25529, Boone County WV, 5 - James H. “Tiger” Morton Juve-
nile Center (JHTMJC) located at 60 Manfred Holland Way, Dunbar, 
WV 25064, Kanawha County WV, 6 - J.M. “Chick” Buckee Juvenile 
Center (JMCBJC) located at 144 Jerry Lane, Augusta, WV 26704, 
Hampshire County WV, 7 - Kenneth Honey Rubenstein Juvenile Cen-
ter (KHRJC) located at 141 Forestry Camp Road, Davis, WV 26260, 
Tucker County WV, 8 - Lorrie Yeager Juvenile Center (LYJC) located 
at 907 Mission Drive, Parkersburg, WV 26101, Wood County WV, 
9 - Robert L. Shell Juvenile Center (RLSJC) located at 2 O’Hanlon 
Place, Barboursville, WV 25504, Cabell County WV, 10 - Sam Perdue 
Juvenile Center (SPJC) located at 843 Shelter Road, Princeton, WV 
24739, Mercer County WV, AEOI 0608 DCR2400000001. Expression 
of Interest (EOI) documents are due by 10:30 a.m. EST on March 22, 
2024 and accepted via WVOASIS. The bid documents can be viewed 
via WVOASIS at http://www.wvoasis.gov vendor self-service portal. 
Questions concerning bid, please contact Philip.K.Farley@wv.gov.

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0306 0313

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 
the estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Pamela J. Poling Kevin D. Poling
1st publication 3/6/24 PO Box 133
2nd publication 3/13/24 Hendricks, WV 26271
Mary V. Crowl Jordan DelSignore
1st publication 3/6/24 PO Box 283
2nd publication 3/13/24 Bayard, WV 26707
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date 

of first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will 
must make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker 
County Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person ob-
jecting to the qualifications of the personal representative or the venue 
or jurisdiction of the court must be filed with County Commission 
within sixty days after the date of first publication or thirty days of 
service of the notice, whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

L E G A LLegal 2 col x 4-1/2”
0313

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
BOND COUNSEL SERVICES

On April 4, 2023, the WV Public Service Commission formerly ap-
proved the creation of the Blackwater Public Service District (PSD), 
Tucker County, West Virginia. The Blackwater PSD proposes to ac-
quire the public sanitary sewer systems of Davis, WV and Thomas, 
WV. After the acquisition, the Blackwater PSD will continue to serve 
the existing customers of Davis and Thomas, as well as expand service 
to other unserved areas of Tucker County, WV. Blackwater PSD is 
requesting proposals from qualified firms to provide the above refer-
enced services for its acquisition of two systems, as well as expanding 
service to other areas of Tucker County. A list of services required are 
included in the complete Request for Proposal and may be obtained by 
visiting Region VII website:
https://www.regionvii.com/resources or by contacting Blackwater 
PSD c/o Alan Tomson, at alantomson@gmail.com and Region VII 
Planning & Development Council c/o Lisa Karickhoff at lkarickhoff@
regionvii.com or (304) 472-6564.
An electronic copy of each proposal must be marked “Proposal for 
Bond Counsel Services” and must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 22, 2024. Submissions shall be sent to: Blackwater PSD 
c/o Alan Tomson and Region VII Planning & Development Council 
c/o Lisa Karickhoff via the email addresses above.
The PSD will afford full opportunity to small, disadvantaged and mi-
nority business enterprises that submit a proposal in response to this 
solicitation and will not discriminate against any interested firm or 
individual based on race, creed, color, age, disability, nor national ori-
gin in the contract award. The PSD is an equal opportunity employer.
Selection criteria will include certification, experience, expertise, per-
sonnel, references, and cost (which must include the hourly fee and 
proposed contract cost). The PSD will review all proposals and rank, 
based upon such criteria, the firm that will provide the services that are 
most advantageous to the PSD. The PSD reserves the right to accept or 
reject any and all proposals.
Alan Tomson
Blackwater Public Service District

Kenneth Lacy Moody
Kenneth Lacy Moody, 

84, a resident of Parsons, 
passed from this life Fri-
day, March 1, 2024, at 
Nella’s at Autumn Lake 
Healthcare in Elkins and 
under the care of Moun-
tain Hospice.  

Kenneth was born 
Tuesday, July 4, 1939, on 
Muddy Creek Mountain in 
Greenbrier County, a son 
of the late George Estell 
Moody, Sr. and Margie 
Hanna Moody.  On May 
31, 1959, in Parsons, he 
married the former Shir-
ley Grace Hardy for the 
first time, and they were 
married for twenty-one 
years.  After a thirty-year 
span apart, he remarried 
Shirley on June 26, 2010, 
in Parsons.  

Left to cherish Ken-
neth’s memory besides 
his wife are two sons, 
Kenneth Lacy Moody, Jr., 
and wife, Annie of Mar-
tinsville, VA, and Jeffrey 
“Clay” Moody and wife, 
Penny of Parsons, two 
grandchildren, Eric Scott 
Moody and wife, Kelsey 
of Bruceton Mills, WV 
and Heather Wade of Mar-
tinsville, VA., five great-

grandchildren and one 
great great-grandchild, 
a sister, Helen Moody 
Dosier, and several nieces 
and nephews.

Preceding Kenneth in 
death besides his parents 
was a brother, George 
Estell Moody, Jr., and a 
sister, Emily Faye Moody 
Estep.

Kenneth attended 
school in Rainelle and 
served in the U.S. Air 
Force for four years dur-
ing which time he had 
obtained his GED.  He 
was employed by Georgia 
Pacific, McClain Printing 
Company, The Parsons 
Advocate, and Goodyear 
Tire as a mechanic until 
he became disabled.  Ken-
neth enjoyed his fam-
ily, camping, Bluegrass 

music, and traveling.  He 
loved his family and tak-
ing care of them. 

Visitation will be held 
at Hostetler Funeral Home 
on Tuesday, March 5, 
2024, from 5pm to 7pm.  
Funeral services will be 
held from the funeral 
home chapel on Wednes-
day, March 6, 2024, at 
1pm.  Interment will fol-
low in Parsons City Cem-
etery where members of 
the US Air Force Honor 
Guard, Tucker County 
Veterans Association, HW 
Daniels Post #29, Ameri-
can Legion, Tygarts Valley 
Post #3647, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars will conduct 
full military honors.  The 
family requests memo-
rial contributions be made 
in Kenneth’s name to 
Mountain Hospice, 1002 
S Crim Ave, Belington, 
WV 26250 or www.moun-
tainhospice.com/donate. 
The Hostetler Funeral 
Home has been entrusted 
with the arrangements for 
Kenneth Lacy Moody, Sr.  
Send online condolences 
to the family at www.
hos te t le r funera lhome.
com.

Tucker County Ambulance Authority 
President Dennis Filler addresses the 
crowd prior to the delivery of the new-
est addition to the EMS fleet.

Members of the Tucker County Community watch the arrival of the newest EMS 
ambulance.

Representatives of Tucker County EMS and Parsons VFD push the new rig into the 
EMS station as part of the traditional “Push Back Ceremony”. 

Amanda Simmons was also thanked by 
Filler for her hard work in procuring the 
new Ambulance.  “I want to thank our 
EMS Director Amanda Simmons for doing 
the legwork finding us the opportunity to 
be able to buy and receive an ambulance in 
about six months at a very extremely fair 
and competitive price,” Filler said. 

Filler said that the average time on a 
new ambulance construction and delivery 
runs 18 months to two years.  The Tucker 
County ambulance was delivered in six 
months.  “It is doubtful that we could 
replace this ambulance today for what we 
contracted it for and for those of you who 
do not know, the average delivery time for 
an ambulance is 18 months to two years,” 
Fuller said.  “The fact that we could 
locate and procure one in six moths, that's 
remarkable.”

Filler closed his speech by thanking 
the residents of Tucker County for their 
support.  “I'd like to thank the citizens 
of Tucker County for participating in the 
process of selecting the look of our new 
ambulance and being supportive in all of 
our endeavors to modernize our equip-
ment, for their donations and allowing us 
to better serve the residents and visitors to 
Tucker County,” Filler said.

Tucker County EMS Director Amanda 
Simmons gave some short comments fol-
lowing Filler's speech. Simmons thanked 
the Tucker County Commission and the 
Tucker County Ambulance Authority 
board, as well as the Parsons Volunteer 
Fire Department for hosting the event and 
area Fire Departments for their support 
and cooperation. Simmons also thanked 
the EMS crews for their hard work and 
dedication.  “This last year, the growth in 
this agency is due to the crew members 
that have stepped up, taken the helm and 
said, 'We're going to make Tucker County 
better then its ever been before,'” Simmons 

said.
Simmons said the current fleet includes 

two 2012, a 2014 and a 2016 model year 
ambulance.  The new ambulance will be a 
template for future ambulance models for 
the county, according to Simmons.   Sim-
mons said the fleet drive thousands of miles 
a month serving Tucker County.   “This 
is something that has been much needed 
throughout the years,” Simmons said. 

The event also highlighted remarks from 
the Tucker County Commission delivered 
by Commission President Mike Rosenau 
and remarks from Davis Mayor Al Tom-
son, as well as from Thomas Mayor Jody 
Flanagan and Parsons Mayor Bruce Kol-
sun.  Tucker County Director of Emer-
gency Management Kevin White gave 
remarks at the ceremony, as well.

Following the remarks, the ceremony 
ended with a “Push Back Ceremony” in 
which representatives of EMS pushed 
the new ambulance into the EMS station 
for the first time.  The ceremony signifies 
placing the new rig in its home and has its 
tradition in the days of horse drawn emer-
gency equipment.  “So the Push Back or 
Push In Ceremony is a tradition that dates 
back to the late 1800s,” Filler said.  “Fire 
crews used hand drawn pumpers and horse 
drawn equipment.  Upon returning to the 
station following a fire call, the horses 
could not easily back the equipment into 
the station.  The horses had to be discon-
nected from fire equipment and  the fire 
fighters would then push the equipment 
back into the bays themselves.  So Tucker 
County EMS has adopted this tradition and 
will do a modern version of this.”

Following the Push Back Ceremony, the 
ambulance was driven back out of the sta-
tion bay and opened for the public to view.   
Oliveto sat inside the new ambulance to 
answer any questions those viewing the rig 
might have.  
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Charleston WV – The following 
events happened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia 
at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

March 13, 2002: Herbalist and folk 
doctor Catfish Gray died in Huntington. 
Gray was known for his vast knowl-
edge of traditional plant lore and for 
his quaint and engaging personality. At 
the height of the folklore revival of the 
1970s, Gray was a frequent newspaper 
and television interview subject.

March 14, 1931: Noting the interest 
in the annual reunion of Carnifex Ferry 
battle veterans from the Civil War, the 
legislature created the Carnifex Ferry 
Battlefield Park Commission.

March 15, 1882: Union leader Frank 
Keeney was born on Cabin Creek, 
Kanawha County. Keeney, who went 
to work in the mines as a boy, became 
a rank-and-file leader during the Paint 
Creek-Cabin Creek Strike of 1912–13.

March 15, 1952: Governor Earl Ray 
Tomblin was born in Logan County. He 
was elected as a Democrat from Logan 
County to the House of Delegates in 
1974, when he was only 22 years old 
and still a senior at West Virginia Uni-
versity.

March 16, 1906: Country musician 
Buddy Starcher was born Oby Edgar 
Starcher near Ripley. In 1946, Starcher 
cut his first recordings on Four Star, 
including his best-known composi-
tion, “I’ll Still Write Your Name in the 
Sand,” which became a hit in 1949.

March 17, 1837: Mercer County was 
created from parts of Giles and Taze-
well counties and named for Hugh Mer-
cer, a Revolutionary War general.

March 17, 1858: William Edwin 
Chilton was born in Coalsmouth, now 
St. Albans. A lawyer, U.S. senator 
and businessman, Chilton expanded 
Charleston’s electric streetcar system 
and was publisher and editor of the 
Charleston Gazette.

March 17, 1891: West Virginia State 
University was founded as the West 
Virginia Colored Institute by the legis-
lature. It was one of 17 Black land-grant 
colleges established under the Second 
Morrill Act of 1890. 

March 17, 1912: Athlete Joe Styda-
har was born in Pennsylvania. A star in 
football and basketball at WVU, he was 
the first-round selection of the Chicago 
Bears in the first NFL draft of college 

players in 1936.
March 18, 1820: William Stevenson 

was born in Warren, Pennsylvania, but 
later moved to Wood County in west-
ern Virginia. In 1868, he was elected the 
third governor of West Virginia.

March 18, 1922: Athlete Frank “Gun-
ner” Gatski was born in Farmington. 
Gatski played 11 years for the Cleve-
land Browns (1946–56) and one for the 
Detroit Lions (1957). He played in 10 
championship games, eight on the win-
ning side. 

March 18, 1950: Actor Brad Dou-
rif was born in Huntington. He is best 
known for his portrayal of offbeat 
characters, including Billy Bibbitt in 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and 
Grima Wormtongue in Peter Jackson’s 
Lord of the Rings trilogy.

March 19, 1925: Basketball teams 
from 11 of West Virginia’s 24 Black 
high schools took the court at West Vir-
ginia State College (now University) in 
Institute for the first West Virginia Ath-
letic Union (WVAU) state basketball 
tournament. Lincoln High School of 
Wheeling defeated Kimball, 25-24, in 
the final game to win the championship.

March 19, 1992: Four miners were 
killed at the Blacksville No. 1 Mine in 
Monongalia County while it was being 
sealed. Drainage pipes were being 
welded together, and a spark fell into 
the shaft, igniting methane gas. 

By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
“Spring Forward” is official and I love 

it I can hardly wait for it to cycle around 
and I don’t even mind the loss of an hour 
of sleep.  Momma Said, “As our blue rock 
spins in space the days will get longer and it 
sends joy to my heart.”

When I was on the farm this was the 
time we were preparing the garden soil 
and doing maintenance on the farm equip-
ment for hay season.  Never too early to get 
started on that sort of thing so no surprises 
rear their ugly head when the time was at 
hand.  Nothing ruins the day like anticipat-
ing a long day’s work and have something 
go wrong with the equipment.  Momma 
Said, “Always better to be safe than sorry.”

It was hard work and I miss it so much.  
At the end of a hard, hot day it was reward-
ing to see the end result and know that you 

are secure for the winter to come.  I was 
happy, the cows and horses were happy and 
that gave me peace of mind, oh those were 
the good ole days.

There is so much I miss about that part 
of my life but I guess time rolls on and you 
just take it as it comes.  I put my efforts into 
what I have now and try to keep up with 
all the chores.  Momma Said, “Same hard 
work just different ways of doing it guess I 
have to keep on keepin’ on.”

PHS Alumni Meeting March 14 
Parsons High School Alumni Meeting 

Thursday March 14, at Grand Slam Grill at 
1:00 pm.. 

Retired School Employees Meeting March 
20

Tucker County Association of Retired 
School Employees meeting is at 12:00 noon 
on Wednesday, March 20 at Grand Slam Grill.  
All retirees are invited to attend.  
Easter Cantata, Porterwood. 

March 23rd at 7:00 P.M.

Farmer's Market Informational Meeting
Anyone interested in selling items at this 

year's Farmer's Market should plan to attend 
an informational meeting Thursday evening, 

5PM at the Tucker County Extension Office. 
Any Questions please contact the Extenstion 
Office 3044782949.

Hendricks Free Methodist Church
The Hendricks Free Methodist Church is 

having a yard sale, hotdog andpeanut but-
ter egg sale from 8:30 a.m. - ? on Saturday, 
March 16 at theParsons Senior Center. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Children’s Field Trip.

Saturday, March 16 6:00 PM 
Michelle Fonda from WVDNR  will speak 

on the Wild Yards program at the Canaan 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Cen-
ter.  Come and learn how to make your yard  
welcoming to wildlife including suggestions 
on which native plants to choose.

Next-Level Pineapple 
Upside-Down Cake

Ingredients
For the Caramel:
• ½ cup butter
• 1 ¼ cups  dark brown sugar
• 1 large can sliced pineapple in juice
• 10-13 maraschino cherries (stems removed)
For the Cake:
• ½ cup butter, softened
• ½ cup  granulated sugar
• ⅓ cup dark brown sugar
• 2 large eggs
• ½ cup whole milk
• ½ cup juice from the tinned pineapple
• 1 teaspoon almond extract
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• ½ teaspoon salt

Instructions
To Make The Caramel:
• Preheat the oven to 350°F (180°C) 

and generously butter a 9x13-inch) baking 
pan. Set aside.

• In a small saucepan over medium-low 
heat, combine butter and brown sugar 
and simmer until the sugar is dissolved in 
about 2-3 minutes. Pour into the prepared 
baking pan.

• Drain the pineapple rings and reserve 
½ cup of juice. Arrange as many rings 4 x 
3 or as you can fit in a single layer in the 
pan on top of the butter and brown sugar 

mixture.
• Place a maraschino cherry in the cen-

ter of each pineapple ring.
To Make The Cake:
• In a medium mixing bowl, combine 

the flour, baking powder and salt, mix well 
and set aside.

• In a large bowl cream together room 
temperature butter, dark brown sugar and 
granulated sugar until light and fluffy.

• To the butter-sugar mixture, whisk in 
the first egg and cream it until fully incor-
porated. Add in the second egg and cream 
it until fully incorporated, too.

• Then mix in the dry ingredients until 
it comes together and resembles bread 
crumbs.

• Slowly stream in milk followed by the 
reserved pineapple juice.

• At last, measure and pour in almond 
extract. Mix all until just combined and 
the batter is light and fluffy.

• Carefully spread the batter over the 
pineapples and then bake for 35-40 min-
utes, until a wooden skewer inserted into 
the center comes out clean.

• Let the cake cool for 10 minutes in the 
pan before inverting onto a serving tray.

• This cake is best the day it is made, 
but you can store leftovers in an airtight 
container at room temperature for up to 2 
days.

Temperature
Max 73° F
Min 17° F
 

Precipitation
Week 1.31”
February        4.28”
2024 9.65”

Snowfall
New Snow 0"
Snow on ground 0"
Winter Total 28.5"

U.S. Forest Service

February 27 - March 5

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 5A

March 18, 1950: Actor Brad Dourif was 
born in Huntington. He is best known 
for his portrayal of offbeat characters, 
including Billy Bibbitt in One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest and Grima Worm-
tongue in Peter Jackson’s Lord of the 
Rings trilogy.
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NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking lots, 
basketball courts, resurfac-
ing old asphalt, patchwork, 
seal coating – Machine laid 
and rolled – All Work guar-
anteed – Over 40 years 
experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competitive 
prices and discounts – 
Free Estimates – 304-472-
8097.  WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488 .
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 
NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-591 
-0272;  304-704-3764

For  rent - Really nice, 
2nd floor efficiency, in 
Old Bank Building in Davis. 
Large south facing windows. 
Unfurnished, available now. 
Rent includes all utilities and 
high-speed internet. His-
toric Building: NO SMOK-
ING! And no cats. Minimum 
3-month lease. Available 
now.

HOME FOR RENT - 2BR 
DUPLEX in Thomas 2-BR, 
1-Bath Duplex on First St. 
in Thomas. ALL UTILITIES! 
Modern kitchen, all appli-
ances including fridge, mi-
crowave, oven, washer & 
dryer. Also includes internet, 
electric, heat, hot-water, wa-
ter/sewer & garbage pick-up. 
1-yr. lease, no smokers, pets 
negotiable, $1,400/month 
with $1,000 damage-depos-
it, refundable. Call 304-259-
5533.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HINCHCLIFF 
LUMBER COMPANY

Now starting at the equivalent 

of $14.00/hour 
(including weekly attendance bonus)

Other Benefits Include:
• 10 Paid Holidays

• Production & Safety Bonuses
• Earn Paid Vacation Time

• Become Eligible for 401K 
with Company Match
Apply in person 

Mon. – Fri.  8:00am – 3:00pm
Part-Time WORK ALSO CONSIDERED

FARMS/FISH
Live Fish for stocking ponds. Many 
varieties available. Delivery to your 
pond or pickup available. Call Zetts 
Fish Farm for information 304-995-
9202, Cell 304-820-6986.

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400  plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-656-0296

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and da-ta plans up to 300 
GB. Call 844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more information, 
call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months!  Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Information and 
Tuition is located at Career-Technical.
edu/consumer-information.  (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII plus 
dozens of other popular trips! Starting 
at $1649 per person (double occupancy 
req’d.) YMT Vacations plans everything, 

leaving you to relax and enjoy. Call 
1-888-365-1614 for more details. Use 
promo code YMT2024 for $250 off. 
Limited time only. 

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

THANK YOU FOR 
READING THE 

PARSONS ADVOCATE
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In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is The Parsons Advocateʼs
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

The Parsons Advocateʼs WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 
children. There are no administrative
fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

How will the childrenʼs clothing be
purchased?

The Advocateʼs WARM THE CHILDREN 
coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 
to help by donating a little of their time to 
this worthwhile cause.

No administrative 
fees. EVERY CENT 

received is used to buy 
winter clothing!

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 
donation to the address on the 
coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. All donations are
tax deductible.

Enclosed is my donation to the WARM THE CHILDREN FUND. Make checks 
payable to WARM THE CHILDREN FUND.

  Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
MAIL TO: WARM THE CHILDREN FUND

c/o The Parsons Advocate
P.O. Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287

 or drop off at the Advocate’s office at 219 Central Ave., Parsons, WV

CLIP & MAIL

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

SCAN TO SEARCH YOUR NAME

Need Help?
1.800.642.8687

Eastern Foundation's Inaugural Cupcake 
Soiree: A Sweet Success for Alumni Reunion
Moorefield – The Inaugural Cupcake 

Soiree, hosted by the Eastern Founda-
tion at Eastern West Virginia Commu-
nity & Technical College, was a suc-
cess in bringing alumni together for an 
evening of networking and indulgence. 
“I am delighted to resonate with the joy 
of our first-ever cupcake celebration 
dedicated to our esteemed alumni. Last 
evening was more than just a gather-
ing; it was a wonderful testament to the 
enduring bonds formed within these 
walls,” said Monica Wilson, Interim 
Vice President of Academics and Stu-
dent Services at Eastern, “The inau-
gural cupcake celebration served as a 
sweet reminder of the enduring ties that 
bind us together.  Here’s to the first of 
many reunions, celebrating the past, 
present, and future of our incredible 
alumni family.”

Alumni gathered on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2024, at 4 p.m. to enjoy a 
selection of gourmet cupcakes from 
Beth’s Cakes & More. The event, orga-
nized by the Eastern Foundation, high-
lighted the Foundation’s commitment 

to fostering a strong and connected 
community of Eastern alumni. “The 
event was a great opportunity to stay 
connected with other Eastern Alumni 
as well as network with members of the 
communities that Eastern serves,” said 
Jaennae Snyder, Eastern Alumna & 
HR Representative for Eastern, “These 
events show the value of being an East-
ern student and all the successes that 

come with it. It also allows us to stay 
engaged in the college community.” 
Those who missed the event can stay 
tuned for future gatherings and oppor-
tunities to reconnect.

The Eastern Foundation’s next event 
coming up is the annual Farm-To-Table 
Dinner. This will be held on June 26, 
2024, at the Misty Mountain Event 
Barn in Fisher, WV from 4:30 p.m. to 

8 p.m. Learn more about the Farm-To-
Table Dinner at https://easternwv.edu/
foundation/events/ and stay up to date 
with this event by liking the Eastern 
Foundation on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/ewvctcfoundation.

“The foundation’s activities and 
fundraising endeavors are vital in sup-
plying necessary scholarships for stu-
dents,” said Dr. Tom Striplin, president 
of Eastern, “serving as a cornerstone of 
the college’s mission to deliver high-
quality and affordable educational 
opportunities.”

About The Eastern Foundation
Eastern West Virginia Community 

and Technical College Foundation is a 
501(c)3 non-profit that works with the 
college to raise funds for scholarships 
and advancement. Foundation activi-
ties include campaigns such as Giv-
ing Tuesday, online fundraising, and 
the foundation’s annual Farm to Table 
event. To learn more about the Eastern 
West Virginia Community and Tech-
nical College Foundation, visit east-
ernwv.edu/foundation.

This is a photo of the Tannery of Parsons. The card was printed in Germany some-
time before 1915. Notice that the plant is fenced in, and the railroad tracks run into 
the plant. The tannery suffered damage during the Big Flood of October 1954. At the 
time there were 85 people employed and they tanned 550 hides daily. Ideas, com-
ments, suggestions, or items to share contact Tim Turner (304) 478-3389.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
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Tucker Grils' Defeat Tyler, Fall to Gilmer at State Tournament

By Chris George
TuckerCountySports.Com

CHARLESTON – The #3 Lady Mt. 
Lions Basketball team opened up State 
Tournament play on Wednesday morn-
ing March 6th against #6 Tyler Con-
solidated.  Tucker County pulled away 
in the second quarter and then cruised 
to a 64-31 victory. 

The Lady Mt. Lions fell behind early 
in the contest, but they responded to 
take the first quarter 20-10.  The low 
scoring second quarter was also con-
trolled by the Lady Mt. Lions 7-2 to 
give Tucker County the halftime lead 
of 27-12.

In the third quarter the Lady Mt. 
Lions continued to pull away as they 
outscored the Lady Knights 15-10 to 
make the score 42-22 at the end of the 
third quarter.  The final quarter would 

also belong to Tucker County as they 
outshot Tyler Consolidated 22-9 to 
take the quarterfinal victory by the 
score of 64-31.

Raven Matthews led the Lady Mt. 
Lions with 13 points, 13 rebounds and 
Ericka Zirk had 11 points, 5 rebounds.  
Macy Helmick added 10 points, 8 
rebounds, 10 assists, 6 steals and Katie 
Hicks had 10 points, 3 assists in the 
Tucker County win.  Brylee Wetzel 
chipped in with 9 points for the Lady 
Mt. Lions.  Tucker County forced a 
total of 32 turnovers in the game.

CHARLESTON – The #3 Tucker 
County Girls’ Basketball team contin-
ued State Tournament play on Friday 
evening March 8th in a Semi-Final 
matchup with #2 Gilmer County.  The 
Lady Mt. Lions led throughout in a 
back and forth contest, but the Lady 
Titans forged ahead late in the game, 

then held on for the 49-41 victory. 
Tucker County jumped out to an 

early lead and the Lady Mt. Lions were 
in front after one 12-10.  The second 
quarter was also highly competitive as 
both teams made runs.  Gilmer County 
would edge Tucker County in scor-
ing 14-13 in the second quarter to put 
the halftime score to 25-24 Lady Mt. 
Lions.

The third quarter was low scoring 
as both teams combined for just 10 
points as Tucker County edged the 
Lady Titans 6-4 in the third to make 
the score 31-28 after three.  The fourth 
quarter did not disappoint as both 
teams battled down to the end.  Gilmer 
County broke a 35-35 tie with a three-
point basket with 3:20 left in the game 
to make the score 38-35 Lady Titans.  
Tucker County then cut the lead to 
42-41 after an Ericka Zirk layup with 

1:27 left in the contest.  Then the Lady 
Mt. Lions were forced to foul and 
Gilmer County made their foul shots 
down the stretch to take the win 49-41.

Makenna Evans led Tucker County 
in scoring with 10 points, 5 rebounds 
and Raven Matthews added 8 points, 
13 rebounds.  Brylee Wetzel chipped 
in with 8 points and Ericka Zirk had 5 
points for the Lady Mt. Lions.

Tucker County finished the sea-
son with a 20-6 record.  Raven Mat-
thews was also selected for the Class 
“A” All-Tournament Team.  A spe-
cial thanks goes out to the Lady Mt. 
Lions Seniors: Ericka Zirk, Brylee 
Wetzel, Macy Helmick, Katie Hicks, 
Addie Hicks and Avery Colebank.  In 
the Class “A” Championship game #1 
Cameron defeated #2 Gilmer County 
50-43.  For more info go to Tucker-
CountySports.Com.

Mt. Lions Win Regional Championship Over Tygarts Valley 73-53

By Dave Helmick
TuckerCountySports.Com

HAMBLETON – The Tucker County 
Boys’ Basketball team hosted Tygarts 
Valley for the Regional Co-Final on 
Tuesday March 5th.  The Mt. Lions 
built a big lead in the third quarter and 
then Tucker County got the win over 
the Bulldogs to clinch a State Tourna-
ment berth with a 73-53 victory.

The Mt. Lions took the lead in the 

first quarter as they led after one quarter 
17-10.  Tucker County then exploded 
in the second quarter as they outscored 
Tygarts Valley 25-7 in the second to 
make the halftime score 42-17 Tucker 
County.

The visiting Bulldogs would then 
fight back in the third quarter as they 
edged the Mt. Lions in the third quarter 
17-15 to put the score to 57-34 Tucker 
County after three quarters.  Tygarts 
Valley would also outscore Tucker 

County 19-16 in the final quarter, but 
the Mt. Lions would get the victory by 
the final score of 73-53.

Trevan Bonner and Ethan Rosenau 
led Tucker County with 14 points 
each.  Owen Knotts added 12 points, 
9 rebounds for the Mt. Lions, while 
Maddow Anderson and Garrett Wilfong 
scored 10 each for Tucker County.  Ash-
ton Lycliter pulled down a team high 11 
rebounds for the Mt. Lions.  The victory 
advanced Tucker County to the WV 

Boys’ Basketball State Tournament. 
#1 Tucker County(21-3) will open 

State Tournament play today Wednes-
day March 13th at 5:30pm in Charleston 
against #8 Huntington Saint Joesph’s.  
The Quarterfinal winners will face off 
in the Semi-Finals on Friday March 
15th at 11:15am and 7:15pm.  The Class 
“A” Championship game will be played 
on Saturday March 16th at 5pm.  For 
more info go to TuckerCountySports.
Com. 

The Lady Mt. Lions team before their State Tournament game on March 8th.  Photo by Brittany Channell.

Tucker County’s Raven Matthews was selected to 
the Class “A” All-Tournament Team.  Photo by Kelly 
Helmick.

Tucker County Boys’ Basketball Team – Regional 2 Champions.  Photo by Brittany Channell.
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Tucker County Girls Basketball State Tournament
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Congratulations Mountain Lions! 

Bayard Office
P.O. Box 272

2140 Front Street
Bayard, WV 26707

(304) 693-7675
Fax (304) 693-7523

Thomas Office
P.O. Box 189

16000 Appalachian Hwy
Thomas, WV 26292

(304) 463-4155
Fax (304) 463-4374

Oakland Office
P.O. Box 542

13164 Garrett Hwy
Oakland, MD 21550

(301) 334-5616
Fax (301) 334-5617

Photo by Amanda Kisamore

Photo by Brittany Channell

Tucker Valley Girls basketball
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Tucker valley cheerleaders
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Upshur County Public Library’s 29th Annual Ramp Dinner
Come to the Upshur County Public Library’s 29th Annual Ramp 

Dinner, an Appalachian Extravaganza, from 5-8 p.m. on April 12, 
2024, brought to you by the Upshur County Public Library in part-
nership with Fish Hawk Acres.  Chef Dale Hawkins of Fish Hawk 
Acres will be preparing the meal.  The evening’s atmosphere will be 
enhanced by Key to Adam, a regionally known guitar and violin duet, 
as they provide entertainment during the dinner.  The dinner is held 
in the library, located at 1150 Rt. 20 South Rd., Buckhannon, WV 
26201.  We will also be adding a serving line this year to reduce wait 
time, and still have take-out available if needed.  

This is a unique opportunity to sample gourmet ramp dishes.  If 
you would like the non-ramp version of the meal, please specify when 
reserving your ticket.  The menu includes:

• Deviled Eggs with Pickled Ramps
• Fish Hawk Acres Signature Baked Ham (no ramps)
• Asparagus, Baby Carrots, Sugar Snap Peas (with and with-

out ramps)
• Roasted Spring Potatoes (with & without ramps)
• Spinach Salad with Bacon Ramp Vinaigrette (non-ramp 

option available)
• Potato & Ramp Chowder
• Ramp & Vegetable Strata (Italian Quiche w/ Spinach, 

Mushrooms, Peppers, Tomatoes & Ramps)
• Ramp Focaccia

• Strawberry Shortcake
 Tickets are $28 a person and $14.00 for children ages 6-12 

(children under 6 eat free).  All proceeds benefit the Upshur County 
Public Library.  Advance ticket purchase is required and will be 
accepted through the morning of April 8, by 10:00 a.m.  Further infor-
mation about the event may be found at https://upshur.wvlibrary.info/
ramp-dinner/.  Ticket payment via cash or check is accepted in person 
at the Circulation Desk, via credit or debit card at the above website, 
or by calling the Library at (304)473-4219, ext. 2 or 3, during regular 
library hours. If you own a business and are interested in Corporate 
Sponsorship, or are an individual who would be interested in sponsor-
ship opportunities for this event for yourself or in memory of a loved 
one, please ask for more information.  When purchasing tickets, you 
will be asked whether you want to dine-in or take-out so we can plan 
appropriately.  Library hours are 9:00 a.m. through 6:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. through 5 p.m. on Fridays, and 9:00 a.m. 
through 2 p.m. on Saturdays.

 This culinary experience is available only once a year and 
has been a tradition in Upshur County since 1994.  Since 1979, the 
mission of the Upshur County Public Library has been to provide our 
community with lifelong learning opportunities by providing access 
to materials, services, technologies and programs for patrons of all 
ages. These programs and services are only possible through active 
and sustained community support.
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WVGOP Leaders Applaud Effort 
to Honor Woody Williams

Legislators recently 
voted to give Woody 
Williams, the West Vir-
ginian who was Amer-
ica’s last World War II 
Medal of Honor recipi-
ent, a longstanding place 
of honor in the U.S. 
Capitol. The resolu-
tion honors Williams in 
the National Statuary 
Hall collection, which 
consists of 100 statues 
contributed by the 50 
states. WVGOP lead-
ers, including Chairman 
Herridge, are thrilled by 
this measure. Herridge 
said, "Woody Williams' 
service to our state and 
country, coupled with his 
work later in life to serve 
and honor our Gold Star 

families, could never be 
adequately honored, but 
the U.S. Capitol is a great 
place to start. Thank you 
to our legislators for get-
ting behind this project, 

and thank you to Tony 
Hodge for advocating so 
effectively for this and 
many projects that pay 
respects to our great vet-
erans."

Join us in worship at our 2024 Easter Contata March 23 at 7:00 P.M. 

Riverview Chapel Church 
Rt. 219 South, Parsons, WV

WVDNR announces details about youth outdoor 
adventure contest with Whitetail Frenzy

Youth hunters who attend a regulations meeting on March 11–
12 may enter drawing for hunting, fishing and camping trip

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA. — The West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources (WVDNR) announced today 
a collaboration with Whitetail Frenzy to host an exclusive 
youth outdoor experience at the Little Coal River Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) in Boone County on May 3–5.

Interested youth can enter a contest for the opportunity to 
attend by visiting one of the upcoming WVDNR Sectional 
Meetings and filling out a registration form. One lucky resi-
dent or non-resident youth aged 10–15 will be selected to 
participate in this special event, which includes participat-
ing in an episode of Whitetail Frenzy.

“Youth hunters and anglers represent the future of out-
door enthusiasts. This is an opportunity for a few youth to 
get outdoors and experience a mentored hunt, and maybe 
even get their first turkey. We are hopeful this will spark 
a life-long love of the outdoors,” said Brett McMillion, 
WVDNR Director. “Thanks to our partnership with White-
tail Frenzy, participants will be able to enjoy several of our 
state’s great outdoor experiences, while spending time on 

one of our newest wildlife management areas.”
Meeting dates, times and locations for the public meet-

ings are as follows:
Monday, March 11 - 6-8 p.m.
• Grafton – Tygart Lake State Park Lodge
• Martinsburg – Martinsburg Holiday Inn (I-81, Exit 

13)
• Elkins – DNR Operations Center (Ward Road)
• Beckley – Beckley-Raleigh County Convention 

Center
• Milton – West Virginia Pumpkin Park (Office Build-

ing)
• Spencer – Spencer Heritage Park Community Build-

ing
Tuesday, March 12 - 6-8 p.m.
• Triadelphia – Cabela’s Wheeling (2nd Floor Confer-

ence Room)
• Moorefield – South Branch Inn (Route 220 and Cor-

ridor H)

• Sutton – Braxton County High School
• Pipestem – Pipestem Resort State Park Lodge
• Logan – Chief Logan State Park Conference Center
• Parkersburg – DNR District 6 Office (Emerson Ave. 

and Conservation Way)
The youth outdoor experience will begin with dinner and 

campfire activities at a private campsite on Friday, May 3. 
On Saturday, May 4 participants will embark on a guided 
turkey hunt led by WVDNR Natural Resources Police Offi-
cers at Little Coal River WMA, followed by a trout fly fish-
ing experience guided by WVDNR staff in the afternoon. 
The evening will include dinner and another campfire at the 
private campsite.

The winning youth participant must bring one parent or 
guardian at no additional cost. The contest winner must 
ensure they obtain all necessary licenses prior to the event. 
Additionally, participants are responsible for arranging their 
transportation to and from the event. All meals and required 
equipment will be provided.

Week of the Young Child
MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. is looking 

forward to celebrating the Week of the Young Child dur-
ing the week of April 6-12, 2024. The Week of the Young 
Child highlights the importance of families, early child-
hood professionals, and communities working together 
to support every child’s healthy development and early 
learning.

“Quality early childhood education is one of the best 
investments MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. 
can make for our children’s future,” said Peggy Ritten-
house, Community Outreach and Resource Specialist. 
Research shows that children attending high quality pro-
grams are more likely to develop the language, pre-math-
ematics, and social skills they need to succeed in school.

Local celebrations of the Week of the Young Child 
are designed to build broader support for early child-
hood programs that nurture young children’s early learn-
ing and growth. “Early childhood is where our future 
begins,” said Rittenhouse. “If we value our children, our 

families, our schools, and our community, we must make 
accessible, affordable, high-quality early childhood edu-
cation a priority.”

MountainHeart Community Services advocates a com-
prehensive effort to improve the quality of early child-
hood education, including

• Providing professional development and technical 
assistance opportunities; 

• Improving the health and safety of child care pro-
grams;

• Using developmentally appropriate practices to 
encourage literacy and learning from birth; and

• Support the family's crucial role in early educa-
tion.

MountainHeart employs a Professional Development 
Team that consists of Behavioral Consultants, Early 
Childhood Specialists, Infant/Toddler Specialists, a 
Quality Improvement Specialist and two TRAILS teams. 
These early childhood professionals work to improve 

professional practice and working conditions in early 
childhood education and to build public support for high-
quality early childhood education programs. Mountain-
Heart’s Subsidy Team can assist families in applying for 
subsidy services and educate them on what quality child 
care looks like.

MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. is an affili-
ate of NAEYC, the largest organization of early child-
hood educators and others dedicated to improving the 
quality of early education programs for children born 
through age eight.

If you would like more information about services that 
MountainHeart offers, please call your local Mountain-
Heart office in Petersburg office at 304-257-9375.

MountainHeart Child Care Resource and Referral is 
a program of MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. 
This program is being presented with financial assistance 
as a grant from the West Virginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources.

Gas Prices Rising in West Virginia
The average price for gasoline across Northern West Vir-

ginia is six cents higher this week at $3.327 per gallon, accord-
ing to AAA East Central’s Gas Price Report. 

This week’s average prices: Northern WV Average                                     $3.327
Average price during the week of February 26, 2024                                   $3.263
Average price during the week of March 6, 2023                                          $3.286
The following is a list of the average prices in several West 

Virginia locations: 
$3.365      Bridgeport
$3.328      Clarksburg
$3.269      Huntington
$3.445      Martinsburg
$3.364      Morgantown
$3.219      Parkersburg
$3.291      Weirton

$3.337      Wheeling
Trend Analysis:
Motorists saw gas prices increase over the final week 

of February. The national average for a gallon of gas is 
$3.35, nine cents higher than it was one week ago. Histori-
cally, March and April bring higher gas prices as travelers 
start heading out of town for Spring Break and demand 
increases. Today’s national average is 24 cents more than 
a month ago but four cents less than a year ago.

According to new data from the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA), gas demand increased from 8.2 to 
8.47 million barrels per day last week. Meanwhile, total 
domestic gasoline stocks declined by 2.8 million barrels to 
244.2 million barrels. Growing demand amid tighter sup-
ply has contributed to the increase in pump prices.

At the close of Wednesday’s formal trading session, 
West Texas Intermediate decreased by 33 cents to settle at 
$78.54. Oil prices fell after the EIA's weekly report showed 
that total domestic commercial crude stocks increased by 
4.2 million barrels to 447.2 million barrels last week. The 
supply increase could signal that crude demand is loosen-
ing, contributing to a reduction in oil prices.

Motorists can find current gas prices nationwide, state-
wide, and countywide at gasprices.aaa.com.

AAA East Central is a not-for-profit association with 70 
local offices in Kentucky, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia serving 2.7 million members. News 
releases are available at news.eastcentral.aaa.com. Follow 
us on Twitter and Facebook.

U.S. Sen. Capito, colleagues introduce CRA to overturn new regulation 
threatening 27 million American independent contractors

WASHINGTON, D.C. –U.S. Senator Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Ranking Member of the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies (Labor-HHS), joined 31 of her Senate 
Republican colleagues to introduce a Congressional 
Review Act (CRA) resolution to overturn the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s (DOL) final worker classi-
fication rule. Specifically, the rule threatens the gig 
economy and jeopardizes the ability of 27 million 
Americans to work as independent contractors.

This effort was led U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, 
M.D. (R-La.), Ranking Member of the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) 
Committee, after the DOL’s final rule was released 
earlier this year.

“This rule from the Biden administration places 
unnecessary burdens on freelancers and makes 
it harder for them to work in a way that best fits 
their individual needs and schedules. Overturning 
this rule would take power away from bureaucrats 
in Washington and give individuals the freedom to 
work on their own terms,” Ranking Member Capito 
said.

BACKGROUND:
Independent contractors, or freelancers, make 

their own hours to fit their schedule and decide 
where and how they want to work. The Biden 
administration rule attempts to restrict the ability of 
American workers to be an independent contractor 
and take advantage of the flexibility it provides.

The rule creates a non-exhaustive, six-factor lit-

mus test for unelected bureaucrats to interpret and 
decide who is and who is not classified as an inde-
pendent contractor. It also casts as large a net as 
possible and gives less legal certainty to indepen-
dent contractors impacted by the regulation. 

The is also a growing number of organizations 
opposed to the new policy, including the Ameri-
can Trucking Associations (ATA), the Associated 
Builders and Contractors (ABC), the Coalition 
for Workforce Innovation (CWI), the Independent 
Women’s Forum (IWF), the National Federation 
of Independent Business (NFIB), TechNet, and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  

U.S. Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.-03) introduced 
the companion CRA resolution in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.  


