
Parsons Administrator Talks 
Alley Abandonment, Surveyors

By: Lydia Crawley 
The Parsons Advocate

City of Parsons Administrator Michael 
Simmons updated the City Council dur-
ing their recent January 7th meeting on 
the status of a recent application for alley 
abandonment and survey projects within 
the City.

Simmons said he had contacted two 
homeowners along an alleyway in the 
City that had applied for abandonment 
recently to inform them that due to the 
p l acemen t of sewer 
lines within the alley, 
the aban-
d o n m e n t 
r e q u e s t 
c o u l d 
not be 
approved.  
“I called an 
spoke with 
Amy Can-
field and 
Janette Bishoff and explained to them that 
our main sewer line ran down their alley 
and that we would not be able to abandon 
it,” Simmons said.

According to Simmons, the main con-
cern the homeowners had with the aban-
donment issue regarded a garage built in 
the 70s that was constructed partially on 
the alleyway that they feared the City 
would require torn down due to the over-
lap.  “They said that their biggest con-
cern, the reason they come there,  because 
someone else in the area had told them 
they would have to do that because there 
was two foot of  a garage that was built in 
the 70s on it that we would possibly make 
them tear down,” Simmons said.  

Simmons said that the conversation 
went well and that all parties were satis-
fied with the result.  “So we spoke, we got 
everything hashed out,” Simmons said.  
“Everyone's on the same page.  They're 
happy. No issues on that.”

Simmons also said that he had reached 
out to the City surveyor about the status of 
several survey projects that are needed by 
the City.  Simmons said that the surveyor 
had been delaying on a couple of projects 
of a time sensitive nature.  “I spoke with 
our surveyor, Mr. Heffner,” Simmons said.  
“He's been dragging his feet on a couple 
of projects we have going on.”

Simmons said the surveyor said he 
preferred not to come out in inclement 
weather and wanted to wait until Spring 
to survey the area.  “The last time I talked 
to him was more, I don't mind coming out, 
but when its cold, its not favorable for me 

to come out,” Simmons said. 
Simmons said he told the surveyor 

that there were projects of a time sensi-
tive nature involved and that they would 
not wait until Spring.  Simmons also said 
he would wait two weeks to see if the 
weather would break before seeking out 
someone else to handle the more urgent 
projects.  “Some of these things got a little 
more time sensitive on them so, I told him, 
I said, while it was bad weather I would 
give him two weeks to see if the weather 
broke and he could come down and get 
it done,” Simmons said.  “If not, we may 
have to use someone else.”

S i m -
mons said 
that he 
i n f o r m e d 
the Sur-
v e y o r 
that if the 
u r g e n t 
p r o j -
ects were 

not completed, the City would seek out 
another firm to complete the tasks.  “I did 
tell him though if he couldn't get to these  
ones that he's been up to speed on that 
we'd probably be going  somewhere else 
and we'd revisit him in better weather.”

Council Member Kathy DiBacco asked 
how long it takes to obtain surveyor's cre-
dentials because it seems the City is in 
need of a surveyor.  Simmons said he did 
not know.  “It seems like we have a need,” 
DiBacco said.  “Somebody needs to do it.”

Simmons equated surveying to any 
skilled trade in that you simply cannot call 
up and get instatnt satisfaction.  There is 
often a waiting period and list to contend 
with.  “Surveying is kind of like plumb-
ing,” Simmons said.  “You can't just call 
and say, hey I need something done.”

Council Member Tim Turner asked 
about the County's surveyor.  “Does 
the County still have a surveyor for the 
County?” Turner asked.

City Treasurer Mistee Griffith said she 
has reached out to Facebook for help in 
locating a surveyor for the City.  “I did put 
a  post up on Facebook about surveyors,” 
Griffith said.  “So I have a few names off 
of Facebook.”

Turner acknowledged the difficulty in 
locating and retaining a surveyor.  “It is 
hard to get surveyors,” Turner said.  “I 
know every county is supposed to have 
one, but I know a lot of counties don't.”

Simmons said the County currently 
does not have a surveyor, like many across 
the State.  “Unfortunately, we don't right 
now,” Simmons said.
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“I said, while it was bad 
weather I would give him two weeks to 
see if the weather broke and he could come 
down and get it done.  If not, we may have 
to use someone else,”  Simmons said.

City of Parsons Discuss 
Future Park Amenity Plans

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

During the City of Parsons recent meeting on 
January 7th, there was a discussion on the sta-
tus of an upcoming project to construct a handi-
capped bathroom at Mill Race Park at Pavilion 
One.  Dave from the City Works Crews was a 
part of the discussion and input his expert opin-
ion on the project.  “So its not just build a shell 
and lets poop,” Dave said.  “There's a whole 
process and there's a lot of work.”

Dave said that the project was going to need 
a lot more than just the construction of a build-
ing.  According to Dave the project is going 
to require new water and sewer lines, electric 
lines and the removal of an old septic system 
from the property.  “You got to do away with 
that septic tank,” Dave said.  “You have to force 
main that stuff all the way across the parking 
lot.   New water lines, new electric lines all the 
way up to Billings Avenue and tie the other 
bathroom into that.”

City Administrator Michael Simmons said 
the City has talked about putting the project out 
for bid, but has not done so yet.  Simmons also 
said he has been in contact with Dave about the 
logistics of the projects so that he is well edu-
cated when discussing the project with poten-
tial bidders.  “We've been talking about putting 
it out on bid,” Simmons said.  “I've been talking 
with Dave a lot about where the utilities come 
from Billings at so that when I'm talking to 
people, having giving us some pricing,  I know 
what I'm talking about, where the main comes 
in and where the electric comes off.”

According to Dave, the septic system at the 
Park was supposed to have been removed four 
years ago.  “We were supposed to have that 
tank out of there four years ago,” Dave said.  
“There's quite a bit of stuff to get this to work.  
You can't just tie into that septic.  You have to 
do away with it.”

Dave said that there is a long way for the 
water and sewer lines to run to the site of the 
project.  “That's a long ways across there,” 
Dave said.

City Council Member Tim Turner said that 

the electrical is already at the site of the pavil-
ion.  “The electric comes across the pavilion,” 
Turner said. 

Due to an undersized waterline, Dave said 
the site would need all new water lines installed 
to complete the project.   The current half inch 
water lines would not support the new bath-
room's needs, he said.  “Need a complete new 
water line through there,” Dave said.  “There's 
only a half inch line all the way through there.”

Council Member Sam Humphrey asked 
about running the lines to Pennsylvania Avenue 
instead of Billings Avenue as an alternative.  
“How about over on Pennsylvania Avenue?” 
Humphrey said.  “Would it be more feasible to 
run that sewer line and water line that way or 
come over and up the hill at Billings?”

Dave said it doesn't matter where the lines 
run because once they are force fed, they can 
be placed anywhere.  “It really doesn't matter 
because once you get force feed you can put it 
anywhere you want to,” Dave said.  “You can 
push it wherever you want to push it.  It might 
be something to look into. Definitely.”

Humphrey said he thought it might be closer 
from Pennsylvania Avenue. “It might be a lot 
closer,” Humphrey said.

Dave said that the City could drill into a 
manhole in an alley, but that would still be a 
long way to run the lines.  “But you're still way 
down here,” Dave said.

The easiest path, Dave said, would be across 
the park trail and yard.  “Might be easier to just 
go across the trail, right across the path and 
right through the yard,” Dave said.

Council Member Kathy DiBacco suggested 
tying in near the car wash across the street.  
“There's not something there at the car wash 
that you could tie into?” DiBacco said.

DiBacco mentioned the new construction 
currently under way in the area across the street 
from the park.  In her comments, DiBacco men-
tioned that the new building would have to tie 
in somewhere over there.  Dave said that the 
building was located closer to the manhole on 
that side than the project being discussed is for 
the City.  “He's a lot closer to that manhole then 
we are,” Dave said.

Winter Wonderland

Winter has made its presence known in Tucker County with back to back storms and frigid temperatures gripping the region.  Forecasts give little hope of relief in sight 
in the near future, but school children have been enjoying a few extra days away from classrooms thanks to Old Man Winter.  Road crews throughout the area have been 
working overtime in attempts to keep ahead of the snowfalls.  
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at 
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 
telephone number, name and address. This 
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 
etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.

FROM THE MOUNTAINS 
TO THE VALLEYS

YOUR HOMETOWN 
OR YOUR SECOND HOME

We bring you news from 
Tucker County every week.

Fill out this coupon to subscribe 
today or visit us online at 

www.parsonsadvocate.com
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News of Record
The following criminal complaints have been filed 
in the Tucker County Magistrate office:
•	 Jacob Brandon Ray: was charged with one count 

Domestic Assault and one count Destruction of 
Property.  According to the complaint on Friday, 
Jan. 3 at approximately 5:12 p.m. Deputy B.M. 
Gidley responded to a domestic.  Contact was 
made with a subject later identified as Jacob Ray, 
he was detained on scene.  Officers made contact 
with the caller and obtained a handwritten and 
signed statement where she advised she had gotten 
home from work and Jacob had been dropped 
off by someone with his belongings, assuming 
he was allowed to stay there.  The caller has had 
problems in the past with him and wouldn’t allow 
him to stay.  He then began to get violent and yell 
thins like “Help me” and “Let me in”.  The caller 
refused to let him in and he then allegedly stated, 
“It is f****** up of you” and “I should just kill 
you”.  The caller refused to open the door and at 
this time he attempted to kick the door in.  The 
caller called 911 and 911 dispatchers advised they 
could hear him attempting to make entry into the 
home. Gidley obtained photos of the door and 
he could clearly see dents on the bottom of the 
door and the deadbolt strike plate was damaged 
and the wood was splintered.  Ray was kicking 
the door to the extent that a piece of wooden 
wall décor fell off the wall next to the door.  He 
was then arrested and transported to the WVSP 
detachment in Parsons for processing. He was 
then transported to TVRJ to await arraignment.

•	 Michael T. Proudfoot: was charged with one 
count of Battery.  The complaint states that on 
Nov. 11, 2024 at approximately 8:37 a.m. Sgt. V.J. 
Pyles was dispatched to a battery complaint at 90 

Quarry Dr. in Parsons located on Mountaineer 
Highway near the Barbour County line.  Upon 
arrival he met with the victim and obvious injuries 
were noted.  A large amount of blood was observed 
on the floor beneath the victim inside the scale 
house at his desk.  Pyles was further advised 
at that time that the victim had gotten into an 
altercation with the defendant, a truck driver who 
hauls stone from the quarry.  Past confrontations 
with DOH employees and a previous incident at 
the quarry location prompted the victim to refuse 
service to the defendant.  This request was made 
by the owner of Doss Enterprises.  When this 
information was relayed to the defendant, he 
got out of his vehicle and followed the victim 
towards the scale house continuing to argue and 
plead his case.  The victim stated he stopped 
and turned around when he heard the defendant 
saying “something” and he was struck.  The victim 
stated that he didn’t know how many times he 
was struck altogether but he was on the ground 
when he came to.  The victim had a large amount 
of selling and bleeding from the left side of his 
eye area.

•	 The defendant was located in Barbour County 
and a statement was taken.  He stated there had 
been noise complaints/speed complaints from a 
residence near the quarry as well as an altercation 
with Weston DOH employees previously.  He 
stated he got down from his truck to plead his case 
since work was scarce.  He stated he followed 
the victim towards the scale house pleading is 
case when the victim stopped at the front of his 
pickup and placed his hand on is shirt.  He stated 
he thought the victim was going to hit him but 
then he was not sure he was going to swing since 

it was a slow motion with the other arm of the 
victim.  He stated he allegedly struck the victim 
at least three times and then left the property.  
The defendant also had a mark on the left side 
of his neck area consistent with the collar of his 
shirt causing abrasion.

•	 Doss Enterprises Safety contacted Pyles and 
advised that the victim was seeking medical 
treatment and had possible eye damage.  All 
acts occurred in Tucker County. 

•	 All individuals are presumed innocent until 
proven otherwise in a court of law.

The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
•	 Patricia A. Simmons/Judith Elaine Ivens Living 

Trust, Randall Ivens/Judith Elaine Ivens Living 
Trust; Judith Elaine Ivens Living Trust, Dry Fork 
District, .566 acres to Alexander Seleznyov, 
$15,000.

•	 James H. Vanmetre and Jakki L. Vanmetre, Dry 
Fork District, lot #34, Windwood Fly Resort 
Phase 1, 0.243 acres to John Dehn and Jessica 
Dehn, $100,000.

•	 Thomas J. O’Neil and Erica N. O’Neil, Dry Fork 
district, Unit #120, Building 1, Ash Lodge of 
Beaver Ridge Condos to Charles H. Gane and 
Greta Gane, $187,000.

•	 William d. Sorber and Luella Sorber, Dry Fork 
district, Unit B-3 Northwoods Condo to Richard 
Owens and Jennifer O’Brien, $300,000.

•	 Gussie Mae Wilson, Mary Rosalie Winters, 
Linda Elaine Mierisch, Joyce Ann Donofrio, 
John Edwin Snyder, Marian Jo Browning, Sharon 
Louise Biasatti and Karen Sue Hamner, Davis 
Corporation, Lots 305 and 304 to Carolyn Culver 
and Judd Culver, $135,000.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT

The City of Parsons is seeking a part-time office assistant for City Hall. This 
position will assist with general office duties and also utility billing, receiving, 
and recording during the week. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age 
and consent to a criminal background check. The pay rate for this position is 
$10.00 per hour with no fringe benefits.

INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS MAY PICK UP AN APPLICATION AT THE 
Parsons Business Office, located in the 

Charles W. "Bill" Rosenau Municipal Building, 
341 Second Street, Parsons, West Virginia, 

from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. (EDT), 
Monday through Friday, except holidays.

Applications will be accepted until January 24th, 2025 by 4:00 P.M. (EDT).

January 8, 2021 

The City of Parsons is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City will 
provide reasonable accommodation to qualified individuals.
"This is an Equal Opportunity Program. Discrimination is  
prohibited by Federal Law." To file a complaint of discrimination 
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington. DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 
(Voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Maxwell Elected to Board of Directors for 
WV State Council for Homecare & Hospice
ELKINS, WV (JANUARY 6, 2025) – Vandalia 

Health’s Davis Health System proudly announces the 
nomination and election of Ken Maxwell, Administra-
tor of Home Health Services for Davis Health System, 
to the Board of Directors for the West Virginia State 
Council for Homecare & Hospice (WVCHCH). This 
esteemed organization is dedicated to advancing the 
home health industry through education, networking 
and advocacy.

Maxwell has been a member of Davis Health Sys-
tem’s HomePlus home health care team since 2008, 
serving as an account executive and director of home 
medical equipment before his current role as admin-
istrator.

The WVCHCH plays a pivotal role in supporting 
home health agencies across West Virginia and Vir-
ginia by addressing industry challenges, providing 
resources and engaging with state and federal repre-
sentatives on legislative matters.

“West Virginians rely heavily on home health ser-
vices to maintain their independence and receive qual-
ity care in the comfort of their own homes. In our state 
and surrounding region, where rural communities are 
common, home health providers are a lifeline, deliv-
ering essential medical and support services to indi-
viduals who might otherwise struggle to access the 
care they need,” Maxwell said. “I am honored to join 
the Board of Directors for the WV State Council for 
Homecare & Hospice and support its mission to pro-
vide regulatory support, education and leadership to 
home health providers and help ensure quality care 
and resources for communities statewide.

Maxwell looks forward to working alongside fel-
low board members to support the critical work of 
homecare providers and to advocate for the needs of 
the industry at both state and federal levels.

“We are incredibly proud of Ken’s appointment to 
the Board of Directors 
for the WV State Coun-
cil for Homecare & Hos-
pice,” said Ron Andro, 
Senior Vice President 
Davis Health System, 
and Chief Administrative 
Officer, Davis Medical 
Center. “Ken’s extensive 
experience, dedication 
to patient-centered care, 
and leadership in home 
health services make him 
an excellent representa-
tive for our organization 
and the communities 
we serve. His role on 
the board will not only 
strengthen the voice of 
rural health care pro-
viders but also enhance 
our shared commitment 
to ensuring accessible, 
quality care for patients 
across West Virginia.”

For more information 
about the WVCHCH, 
visit www.vahc.org.

For more information about Davis Health System’s 
home health services, visit www.DavisHealthSystem.
org/Medical-Services/Home-Health-Care.

About Davis Health System: Davis Health System 
serves a vast population of West Virginians through-
out the Potomac Highlands region of WV. The system 
includes Davis Medical Center in Elkins, Broaddus 
Hospital in Philippi, and Webster Memorial Hospital 
in Webster Springs. Additionally, the system includes 
a Cancer Care Center, Long- Term Care, 24/7 Emer-
gency Care, Surgical Care, Women’s Health Care, 
Home Health Care and a number of other critical 

ancillary services. In January, 2024, Davis Health Sys-
tem became part of the Vandalia Health Network.

About Vandalia Health System: Vandalia Health, 
headquartered in Charleston, is a multi-state health 
system with locations across West Virginia as well as 
in Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia. Made up of 
CAMC Health System, Davis Health System and Mon 
Health System, Vandalia Health has 17 hospitals, over 
190 ambulatory locations, more than 13,000 employ-
ees and more than 2,000 doctors and advanced prac-
tice providers. For more information or a map of loca-
tions visit vandaliahealth.org.

Ken Maxwell, Administrator of Home Health 
Services for Davis Health System.
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VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM

START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
Parsons  Advocate
Parsons, WV • 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2991

The Grant County Bank
Davis, WV • 304-259-5201

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Parsons, WV • 304-478-2400

Stevens’ Florist
120 Poplar St., Parsons, WV 26287

(304) 478-2161

If you do not have a church,
we invite you to consider

St. John’s United Methodist Church
River St., Parsons, WV 26287

(304) 478-2620

Johanna Biddlecomb Shahan
Johanna Biddlecomb 

Shahan, 92, of Hagerstown, 
MD, passed away on Janu-
ary 7, 2025, surrounded by 
her loving family. She was 
born at home in Fair Port, 
VA on October 5, 1932, to 
the late Walter Joseph and 
Maria McCullough Biddle-
comb.

Johanna was gradu-
ated from Reedville High 
School in 1950 and from 
Longwood College in 
1954. She taught elemen-
tary school in Fairfax 
County, VA before moving 
to Hagerstown in 1956. She 
taught at Fountaindale Ele-
mentary, Bester Elemen-
tary (Media Specialist), 
Smithsburg Elementary, 
and was a long-term sub-
stitute for many years. She 
retired from the Washing-
ton County Public Schools 
in 1998. Johanna was a 
member of The Presbyte-
rian Church, Hagerstown, 
MD since 1957 where she 
served on many commit-
tees and served as an elder, 
a deacon, nursery coordi-

nator, and was a member 
of a Presbyterian Women's 
Circle. She had also been 
a Cub Scout den mother 
and a docent at the Hager 
House.

Johanna is survived 
by her children, Donald 
Shahan, Jr., Ann Blessing 
(Jim), Maria Sowers (Bill), 
Philip Shahan (Joyce 
Sykes), and Emily Failes 
(Bryan). She is survived 
by grandchildren, Jennifer 
Popp (Chris), Catherine 
Clear (Jim), Philip Shahan, 
Jr. (Kelsey Carlton), Ellen 
Goodrich, Kristin Shahan, 
Christine Brugh (Chase 
Aycock), Craig Fuss, Sarah 

Fenwick (Cy), and great-
grandchildren, Riley, Nora, 
Henry, John, Colton, and 
Miles. She is also survived 
by a brother, Joseph Dud-
ley Biddlecomb (Anita) 
and sister-in-law, Beverley 
Biddlecomb.

In addition to her parents, 
she was predeceased by her 
husband of 65 years, Don-
ald Brooks Shahan, sisters 
Maria Rogers (Ray), and 
Winifred Delano (Beale), 
and brothers Fred Biddle-
comb, Walter Biddlecomb 
(infant) and David Biddle-
comb (infant).

The Reverend Dr. Eric T. 
Myers of Frederick Presby-
terian Church, Frederick, 
MD will officiate at grave-
side services on Saturday, 
January 18, 2025 at 10:00 
am at Rest Haven Cem-
etery, 1601 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Hagerstown, MD. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Douglas A. 
Fiery Funeral Home, 1331 
Eastern Blvd. N., Hager-
stown, MD.

Barbara A. (DiBacco) Sedmock
Our beloved mother age 

96, died Sunday December 
8, 2024 following a brief 
illness. Born in Thomas, 
WV, she attended West 
Virginia University before 
moving to Canton. She 
was a member of St. Peter 
Catholic Church. Barbara 
lived a life devoted to her 
faith and her family.  She 
is survived by her sons: 
Mark (Karen) Sedmock 
of North Canton, Mat-
thew (Donna) Sedmock 
of Akron, Michael (Chris-
ten) Sedmock of North 
Canton, Patrick (Christy) 
Sedmock of Uniontown; 
daughters: Ann (Mike) 
Looby of Canton, Linda 
Kay (Mike) Costello of 
Magnolia, Emma George 

of North Canton; 16 grand-
children and 8 great-grand-
children. She was preceded 
in death by her husband of 
65 years, Edward Sedmock 
who died November 11, 
2024 and brother Jerome 
DiBacco. Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be Friday 
at 11:00 am in St. Peter 
Catholic Church with the 

Very Reverend Dr. David 
M. Misbrener as celebrant. 
The burial will be in Cal-
vary Cemetery. Friends 
may call Thursday evening 
from 4:00 to 7:00 pm in the 
Wackerly Funeral Home. 
We would like to extend 
a special “Thank You” to 
the staff at Canton Chris-
tian Home for all the per-
sonal love and care. Dona-
tions may be made in her 
name to St. Peter Catholic 
Church. Personal condo-
lences are invited online 
at: www.wackerlyfuneral-
home.com                            

To send flowers to the 
family or plant a tree 
in memory of Barbara 
A (DiBacco) Sedmock, 
please visit our floral storeBlackwater Chapter 

Dedicate DAR Patriot Plaque

During a rainy after-
noon on December 18, 
2024, 13 Blackwater 
Chapter DAR mem-
bers dedicated a bronze, 
commemorative patriot 
marker which has been 
placed on the Tucker 
County Courthouse 
in Parsons, WV.  This 
Patriot Marker joins 
other such plaques 
placed around the coun-
try and the state, is only 
the second plaque of its 
kind to be placed in West 
Virginia by a DAR chap-
ter (The first was placed 
at Pricketts Fort in Fair-
mont) and the third 
including the one the 
WVDAR Central Dis-
trict placed at the I-79 
Rest Area near Clarks-
burg.  

A group of Tucker 
County veterans respect-
fully presented and 
retired the flags during 
the ceremony. The wel-
come was given by Blackwater Chap-
ter Regent, Cathy Hebb.  Other chap-
ter members contributing during the 
ceremony were Terri Lawrence, Diane 
Beall, and Debbie Stevens.  Speakers 
included WVDAR State Regent, Jane 
Jacobs Larke, who is also a member 
of Blackwater Chapter and WVDAR 
Central District Director and America 
250! WV State Chair, Georgette Ward.  

Rhett Dusenbury, the District Rep-
resentative for the Honorable Alex 
Mooney, former member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, brought 
greetings.  Mr. Dusenbury also gave a 
brief account of his personal connec-
tion with the Revolutionary War as he 
is a SAR (Sons of the American Revo-
lutionary) member.    

Local historian Thomas Yocum gave 
an informative presentation during the 
ceremony, revealing some accounts 
of the six Revolutionary War Patriots 
buried in Tucker County. He said these 
patriots “had a wide range of duties 
during the war and saw several differ-
ent battles. For instance, one Patriot 
was involved with the production of 
salt, which was a key resource for pre-
serving meat, in Kanawha Valley that 
was blockaded by the British. Another 
was a member of Morgan’s Riflemen, 
a unit of elite sharpshooters.”

“The DAR never wants our Revolu-

tionary War Patriots to be forgotten for 
their service to our country. We owe 
everything as a nation to them, funda-
mentally. If it weren’t for their efforts 
and their sacrifices, our nation would 
not have been formed,” Blackwater 
Chapter Regent Cathy Hebb said.

The inscription on the plaque reads:  
”Revolutionary War Patriots  This 
marker commemorates the men and 
women who achieved American inde-
pendence.  These Patriots, believing 
in the noble cause of liberty, fought 
valiantly to found a new nation.  1775-
1783  Presented by Blackwater Chap-
ter Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion in honor of the 250th anniversary 
of the United States.

The placement of these Patriot Mark-
ers is meant to foster a sense of national 
pride in the areas in which they have 
been placed.  They also serve as a tes-
tament to the DAR Society’s three pri-
mary goals: historic preservation, edu-
cation, and patriotism.  

The Tucker County Commissioners 
enthusiastically voted to approve the 
placement of Blackwater Chapter’s 
America 250! Patriot Marker on the 
Tucker County Courthouse.  This is the 
one location which collectively serves 
all the residents of Tucker County and, 
more than likely, will remain many 
decades in the future.  

Keep Your Letter Carrier Safe by 
Clearing Paths of Snow and Ice
USPS is reminding 

customers of the impor-
tance of keeping walk-
ways, sidewalks, and 
areas around mailboxes 
clear from snow and 
ice so letter carriers can 
provide safe and timely 
mail delivery.

Snow and patches of 
ice in front of mailboxes 
can make it difficult for 
letter carriers to safely 
deliver the mail. Resi-
dents maintaining a clear 

path to the mailbox — 
including steps, porches, 
walkways, and street 
approach — will help 
letter carriers maintain 
consistent delivery ser-
vice. Customers receiv-
ing curbside delivery 
should also ensure clear 
access to their mailboxes 
for letter carriers who 
deliver from the street.

Postal employees 

make every reasonable 
effort to deliver mail in 
many difficult weather 
conditions. With your 
help, we can keep our 
letter carriers, your 
neighbors, and your 
property safe. Thank 
you for protecting our 
letter carriers as we con-
tinue to bring packages 
and correspondence to 
your door each day.

Betty Bright McCourt
On January 7, 2025 the 

Irons Chapel Heavenly 
Choir welcomed their pia-
nist, Betty Bright McCourt, 
96 of Rock Hill, SC.  Betty 
was born on September 25, 
1928 in Parsons, WV to the 
late Henry Robert and Eva 
Belt Bright.  On May 29, 
1948, she was married to 
Allen “Bud” McCourt who 
preceded her in death.  Also 
preceding her in death was 
one sister, Eula M. Cross, 
and two brothers, Henry 
R. Bright Jr. and Harold G. 
Bright.

Surviving is her daugh-
ter, Cindi Sines (Mike) of 
Rock Hill, SC, grandsons 
Scott Sines, Todd Sines, 

and Tyler Sines (Nora), 
great grandkids Charles 
Sines, Cady Sines, and 
Odin Sines.  Cady and Odin 
brought so much joy to her 
life. She truly loved her 
family, and will be missed 
by each of us.  Betty was 

also survived by a sister in-
law Ruth Bright, and many 
nieces and nephews.

Betty loved the lord 
with all her heart.  She 
was a member of the Fort 
Mill Church of God.  She 
loved being the church 
pianist at the Irons Cha-
pel Church.  She was also 
the youth group leader for 
many years.  She graduated 
from Parsons High School 
in 1946.

Betty was the office man-
ager at the Kingsford Char-
coal plant from which she 
retired, and then worked 
for Wykoff Color company.

A Memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

THANK YOU FOR READING
 THE PARSONS ADVOCATE
Serving the people of 

Tucker county since1896
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Grant County Bank Welcomes Josh 
Evans as Consumer Lender

Petersburg, W.Va. [January 8, 2025] — Grant 
County Bank is pleased to announce the hiring of 
Josh Evans as a Consumer Lender. Evans brings to 
the role more than nine years’ experience in com-
munity banking.

Prior to joining Grant County Bank, Evans, a 
Petersburg native and resident, served as Loan 
Officer and Centralized Loan Processor for Sum-
mit Community Bank in Moorefield, W.Va..

"We are thrilled to welcome Josh to our lend-
ing team," said George Ford, President & CEO 
of Grant County Bank. "His familiarity with our 
region and its people will be a tremendous asset 
in helping us in our mission to provide financial 
services and products to families, small businesses 
and the local agricultural community."

Evans holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management from Potomac State College of West 
Virginia University. He also completed the West 
Virginia Bankers Association’s Emerging Leaders 
Program and the West Virginia School of Banking.

"I'm excited to join Grant County Bank and 
begin building relationships with customers," said 
Evans. "They’re the people we see every day at the 

grocery store, at church, and at sporting events. 
It’s important that the bank can offer them local 
decisions on loan requests, whether it’s for buying 
a car or purchasing a home.”

Evans became interested in banking at a young 
age, as his mother was employed in banking. Now 
a banker himself, he appreciates the importance of 
delivering exceptional customer service and help-

ing customers.
“When I first meet with a client, I ask questions 

to learn about their lending needs and their credit 
situation,” Evans said. “With that information, I 
can determine how we can help them get the loan 
that’s right for them.”  

About Grant County Bank
The Grant County Bank was chartered as a 

West Virginia state bank on August 6, 1902 and 
began operations on August 15 with its first office 
in Petersburg, WV. Our mission of providing 
financial services and products to families, small 
businesses, and the agricultural community has 
served both our customers and the bank well over 
the years.

Subsequently, The Grant County Bank has 
expanded its marketplace throughout the Potomac 
Highlands and now operates a total of seven 
offices in six counties. After more than a century 
of continued service, The Grant County Bank is 
truly "Committed to The Communities We Serve" 
and is a subsidiary of Highlands Bankshares, Inc., 
also headquartered in Petersburg, WV.

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

Legal 3 col x 6-3/4”
0108 0115

Legal 2 col x 3”
0115 0122

2025 BOARD OF EQUALIZATION & REVIEW
The Tucker County Commissioners will sit as the Board of Equaliza-

tion & Review during the following dates:
 Wednesday, January 29, 2025 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
 **Monday, February 3, 2025 2:00 PM
 Monday, February 10, 2025 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
 Thursday, February 13, 2025 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
 Tuesday, February 18, 2025 1:00 PM Sine Die

**Natural Resource and Industrial Hearing Only
Date and Time Subject to Change pending State Approval

The purpose of these meetings is to listen to persons who appear be-
fore the COMMISSION and EQUALIZATION of their assessments for 
the tax year and to transact any other complaints concerning taxes, as-
sessments, etc.

In no case shall any question of classification or taxability be consid-
ered or reviewed.

Each person requesting an appointment will be granted 15 minutes 
in which to present their case, and all must have an appointment. Tax-
payers appearing before the Board of Equalization and Review will be 
given a written answer to their inquiry by no later than February 28, 
2025. However, no decisions will be made on the day of the review. The 
burden of proof is the taxpayer’s responsibility. To make an appoint-
ment, you must contact the County Commission Office at 304-478-2866 
Ext. 1207.
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Notice of Public Comments for the 2025 Tucker County 
Comprehensive Plan Tucker County Planning Commission

The Tucker County Planning Commission will host two public meet-
ings to present the revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan. The 
first meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2025, in the Da-
vis Town Hall (505 William Avenue) in Davis. The second meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, 2025, in the Old Courthouse 
Courtroom (211 First Street) in Parsons.

A copy of the full text of the proposed 2024 Comprehensive Plan 
is available for review at no charge at Five Rivers Public Library in 
Parsons, the Mountaintop Public Library in Thomas, and the County 
Clerk’s office in the Tucker County Courthouse in Parsons.

The revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan is designed to pro-
vide information and to serve as a resource to plan for the future of 
Tucker County. The Comprehensive Plan is Tucker County’s official 
guide for land use, housing, transportation, economic development, in-
frastructure, public services, connectivity, tourism, and county demo-
graphics. The Plan will serve as the County’s guiding document for 10 
years into the future, protecting and enhancing the unique character of 
our county.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Exceeded Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for Haloacetic Acids

HAMRICK PSD, WV3304704
Our water system violated a drinking water standard. Although this is not an emergency, you, as our custom-
ers, have a right to know what happened, what you should do, and what we are doing to correct the situation.
We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. Test results for 10/1/2024 and 12/31/2024 
show that our system exceeds the standard or maximum contaminant level (MCL) for Haloacetic Acids.
The average level of Haloacetic Acids over the last four quarters was 67.000000000µg/L at #1 LEADMINE 
BPS location. The standard for Haloacetic Acids is µg60.0/L. 
What should I do? 
Your do not need to use an alternative (e.g. bottled) water supply. However, if you have specific health con-
cerns, it is recommended that you consult with your doctor.
What does this mean?
This is not an immediate risk. If it had been, you would have been notified immediately. However, some 
people who drink water containing Haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer.
What happened? What is being done? (Describe corrective action)
Excessive heat and drought led to the increased demand for chlorine to meet required levels for compliance, 
resulting in elevated HAAS. Rain and cooler temperatures, and an increase in flushing will help correct this 
issue. The next sample required will be in February 2025. 
For more information, please contact Jason S. Lipscomb at (304) 591-2827 or P.O. Box 228, Hendricks, WV 
26271.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not 
have received this notice directly for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). 
You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
This notice is being sent to you by: HAMRICK PSD   12/10/2024
STATE WATER SYSTEM ID #: WV3304704   Date Distributed: 1/8/25
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Reporting Requirements Not Met for

Timberline-CV PSD  WV3304711
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements. Even though these were not emergen-
cies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation. 
We are required to monitor your drinking water on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an 
indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. During periods listed in the table 
below, we did not monitor or test as required and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking 
water during that time.
What should I do?
At this time, there is nothing you need to do.
The table below lists the required monitoring and the compliance period.
 Monitoring Violation  Year-Fed Monitoring Compliance
  Report # Frequency Period
 03, MONITORING, ROUTINE MAJOR  
 Arsenic Total Results Not Submitted 2022-11927 Annually YR 2021
 
What happened? What is being done? (Describe corrective action)

The Arsenic sample for 2021 was not taken so there were no test results to be submitted. The operator 
was recently hired at the time of this violation and did not have a complete understanding of the drinking 
water sampling plan. It is now standard practice to incorporate the drinking water sampling plan into a 
calendar that further breaks down which samples that are to be taken into detailed biweekly checklists so no 
water samples can be mistakenly overlooked.

For more information, please contact Wesley Knotts at (304) 676-0317 or knottswesley@gmail.com.
Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 

not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools and 
businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
Date Prepared: January 03, 2025    Date Distributed: January 10, 2025  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Reporting Requirements Not Met for

Timberline-CV PSD  WV3304711
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements. Even though these were not emergen-
cies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation. 
We are required to monitor your drinking water on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an 
indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. During periods listed in the table 
below, we did not monitor or test as required and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking 
water during that time.
What should I do?
At this time, there is nothing you need to do.
The table below lists the required monitoring and the compliance period.
 Monitoring Violation  Year-Fed Monitoring Compliance
  Report # Frequency Period
 03, MONITORING, ROUTINE MAJOR 
 Inorganic Chemicals (IOC) Results 2022-11923 Annually YR 2021
 Not Submitted 
What happened? What is being done? (Describe corrective action)

The IOC sample for 2021 was not taken so there were no test results to be submitted. The operator was 
recently hired at the time of this violation and did not have a complete understanding of the drinking water 
sampling plan. It is now standard practice to incorporate the drinking water sampling plan into a calendar 
that further breaks down which samples that are to be taken into detailed biweekly checklists so no water 
samples can be mistakenly overlooked.

For more information, please contact Wesley Knotts at (304) 676-0317 or knottswesley@gmail.com.
Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 

not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools and 
businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
Date Prepared: January 03, 2025    Date Distributed: January 10, 2025  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TUCKER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE MATTER OF:
A.F. - DOB: 04/09/2023   Case No. 23-JA-5
    Hon. Hilary Bright
ADULT RESPONDENTS:
Jennie Long - Biological Mother
Unknown - Biological Father

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
You have been named as the putative father of a child who is the 

subject of the above-styled matter involving a petition alleging the abuse 
and neglect of the child, whose mother is Jeanie Long. It appears af-
ter due diligence the Petitioner has been unable to locate your current 
whereabouts. You are hereby notified of the above styled action pending 
in the Circuit Court of Tucker County, West Virginia, that can result in 
the permanent termination of your parental, custodial and/or guardian-
ship rights.

This case is scheduled for an Adjudicatory Hearing relative to the Re-
spondent Unknown Father, before the Circuit Court of Tucker County, 
West Virginia, on February 12, 2025, at 9:15 a.m. This Hearing will be 
held in the Tucker County Circuit Courtroom located at 211 First Street, 
4th Floor, Parsons, Tucker County, West Virginia, 26287, and a disposi-
tional hearing could immediately follow thereafter.

You must appear at the hearing set forth above to protect and defend 
your interests.

Aaron Yoho, a competent local attorney, has been appointed as your 
attorney in this matter. His address is P.O. Box 233, Reedsville, West 
Virginia 26547, and his phone number is (304) 602-7702.

You can obtain a certified copy of the Abuse and Neglect Petition 
and Order in this matter and further information about this case from 
the Tucker County Circuit Clerk’s Office at 211 First Street, 4th Floor, 
Parsons, West Virginia 26287 or by calling the Tucker County Circuit 
Clerk’s office at (304) 478-2606.
Submitted by:
West Virginia Department of
Human Services, by
Savannah Hull Wilkins,
Prosecuting Attorney
Tucker County, West Virginia
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By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
The talking heads are saying that 

Winter Storm Blair is over but it is 
really putting down the snow today 
and now they are saying that another 
storm named Cora is on the way.  I 
really don’t care one way or another 
because I am a born and bred West 
Virginian and this is how I remem-
ber winter.  It would start snowing 
in early October and snow through 
March.  Momma Said, “When you 
grow up with snow it doesn’t scare 
you at all.”

The only problem I have driving 
in snow is the other people I have to 
look out for.  I guess it is like driving 
any other time but something happens 
to the brain and people think they can 
drive like summertime.  I learned to 
drive in the snow and have always 
felt comfortable with it.  I know what 
to do in case of a slide and I do not 
tailgate the driver in front.  Momma 
Said, “It is really all about the use of 
your brakes.”

Another perk of the snow is it 
freezes up all the mud in my back-

yard.  I don’t have to mop up mud just 
a little melted snow and I am fine with 
that.  Also I don’t have to look out 
to see if it is snowing because I have 
the weather dogs to do that for me.  I 
can judge the intensity of the snow by 
how white they are when they come 
back inside.  Just keep a towel by the 
door and wipe them down and we are 
good to go.

I would not care if it stayed like this 
until the middle of March and then 
started to warm up.  I guess the mid 
and southern part of the United States 
is going to get hit again.  California 
is getting burned up again and we are 
being covered in snow.  I will take the 
snow any day of the week. 

Peach and Blueberry 
Cobbler - Oven Version

INGREDIENTS
• ⅓ CUP sugar
• 3 TABLESPOONS cornstarch
• PINCH of salt
• 6 CUPS sliced peeled peaches (fresh 
or frozen and thawed)
• 2 CUPS blueberries fresh or frozen 
and thawed
• 1/2 lemon juiced
TOPPING
• 1 CUP all-purpose flour
• 1½ TEASPOONS baking powder
• ½ TEASPOON salt
• 6 TABLESPOONS sugar
• ¼ CUP butter cold
• ¾ CUP buttermilk
• Turbinado sugar (raw sugar) you 
can also blend part brown sugar and 
white sugar

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Pre-heat the oven to 400°F.
2. Combine the sugar, cornstarch and 
a pinch of salt in a large bowl. Add 

the peaches, blueberries and lemon 
juice and toss the fruit so that every-
thing is coated with the sugar mix-
ture. Transfer the fruit to a 9-inch by 
9-inch baking dish or a 10-inch oven-
safe skillet.
3. In a large mixing bowl, stir together 
the flour, baking powder, salt and 
sugar. Grate the butter into the flour 
and stir it in to coat evenly. Gen-
tly stir in the buttermilk. The dough 
should be quite wet.
4. Dollop the batter over the top of 
the fruit, leaving some of the fruit 
uncovered. Sprinkle the Turbinado 
sugar over the batter – this will form 
a crunchy texture on top of the dough.
5. Transfer the baking dish to the 
oven and bake for 50 minutes, until 
the fruit is bubbling and the topping 
is lightly browned.
6. Let the cobbler stand for at least 
10 minutes and then serve warm with 
vanilla ice cream.

Annual Love Your Library Dinner
The Friends of Mountaintop Public Li-

brary (FOMPL), along with the Trustees 
and staff of Mountaintop Public Library, 
are holding their annual "Love Your 
Library" dinner on Thursday, March 6, 
2025, at White Grass Cafe, located at 643 
Weiss Knob Ski Rd, Davis. Doors open 
and a cash bar will be available at 5:30 
pm. A buffet dinner including a salmon 
entree and a spinach lasagna (vegetarian) 
starts at 6:00 pm. There will be a basket 
auction and 50-50 raffle.

"A few years back, our dinners were 
held at White Grass, and from all ac-
counts it was a very good time for 

everyone," Deborah Stiles, President of 
FOMPL, said. "Last year's event was 
fantastic but we were looking for a larger 
spot. White Grass owners Chip Chase and 
Laurie Little have welcomed us back to 
Canaan Valley this year."

Tickets are required for the event. They 
are $75 per person and can be purchased 
at Mountaintop Public Library, located 
next to the Davis-Thomas Middle and 
Elementary School, at 384 2nd Street, 
in Thomas. The library is open Monday, 
8-4; Tuesday, 2-5:30; Wednesday, 8 to 
noon; Thursday, 12-5; and Friday, 8 to 2. 
Seating is limited, so stop by soon to get 
your tickets!

Temperature
Max� 58° F
Min� 4° F
 

Precipitation
Week� 1.50”
December          3.95"
2024� 50.06”
January          1.50"
2025               1.50"

Snowfall
New Snow� 12"
Snow on ground�10.5"
Winter Total� 23.5"

U.S. Forest Service

Dec. 31 - Jan. 7, 2025

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 7

Jan. 17, 1956: Musician Blind Alfred Reed died. He was a street singer, fiddler and 
songwriter from Pipestem, Summers County, and is a member of the West Virginia 
Music Hall of Fame.

Charleston WV – The following events hap-
pened on these dates in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 15, 1864: Frances Benjamin Johnston 
was born in Grafton. Johnston gained national 
renown as the first female press photographer 
and enjoyed a long and remarkable career as 
one of the nation’s leading documentary, por-
trait and artistic photographers.

Jan. 16, 1850: Lawman Dan Cunningham 
was born in Jackson County. His remarkable 
career involved him in the Hatfield-McCoy 
Feud, the West Virginia Mine Wars, and the 
destruction of moonshine stills.

Jan. 16, 1869: Ephraim Franklin Morgan was 
born in Marion County. Morgan, a Republican, 
was governor during the tumultuous West Vir-
ginia Mine Wars. 

Jan. 17, 1918: The War Department hired a 
New York engineering firm to build the DuPont 
munitions plant in Nitro. Within 11 months, the 
powder plant and a complete town with houses, 
a civic center and a hospital were completed.

Jan. 18, 1842: Wayne County was estab-
lished from part of Cabell County. It was 
named for General “Mad Anthony” Wayne, 
a Revolutionary War hero who later defeated 
Ohio Indian tribes at the 1794 Battle of Fallen 
Timbers.

Jan. 19, 1818: The Virginia General Assem-
bly established Preston County from part of 
Monongalia County. The new county was 
named for James Patton Preston, then governor 
of Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1820: Fairmont was established by 
the Virginia legislature on the farm of Boaz 
Fleming. The original name of Middletown 
was changed to Fairmont in 1843.

Jan. 19, 1844: The Virginia General Assem-
bly established Taylor County from parts of 
Barbour, Harrison and Marion counties. The 
county was named in honor of U.S. Sen. John 
Taylor, a soldier-statesman from Caroline 
County, Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt County was created by 
the General Assembly of Virginia from por-
tions of Wood and Jackson counties. It was 
named for William Wirt, Virginia statesman 
and a presidential candidate in 1832.

Jan. 19, 1894: Railroad worker John Hardy 
was hanged for killing a man in a drunken gam-
bling dispute. The episode inspired the widely 
popular ballad “John Hardy.”

Jan. 20-21, 1824: West Virginia’s most 
famous soldier, Thomas Jonathan Jackson, 
was born near midnight in Clarksburg. When 
Virginia left the Union in 1861, Jackson went 
with his native state. He commanded the stra-
tegically important post at Harpers Ferry until 
being appointed a brigadier general of infantry. 
In the opening battle at Manassas on July 21, 
1861, he won the name “Stonewall” for stead-
fastness at a critical point in the engagement.

Jan. 19-20, 1978: An overnight snowstorm 
paralyzed Charleston. Unusual in that more 
snow fell in the capital city than in Randolph 
County, total snow depth in Charleston aver-
aged 24 inches, the deepest on record for 
the city. January 1978 became the snowiest 
month for both Huntington and Charleston, 
and extended cold kept the snow cover on the 
ground into March, the longest known continu-
ous snow cover for most towns in West Vir-
ginia.

Jan. 21, 1906: The first passenger train ran 
from Elkins to Charleston following comple-
tion of the Coal & Coke Railway. The new 
railroad, a project of former senator Henry 
Gassaway Davis, provided a much-needed 
north-south route through the heart of West 
Virginia.

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Virginia Humanities Coun-
cil.  For more information contact the West 
Virginia Humanities Council, 1310 Kanawha 
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 25301; (304) 346-
8500; or visit e-WV at www.wvencyclopedia.
org. 



Page 6 – The Parsons Advocate - January 15, 2025�

Your community. 
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions 
Tucker Valley Wildcats 
Davis Thomas BearsGood Luck!

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE

Serving the people 
of Tucker county since1896

Tucker County Youth Basketball Continues to Be Launch Pad for Success 

By: Adam Freeman
The Tucker County Youth Basketball League has over 

185 young Tucker Countians that take part in practice 
all week and games every weekend. For years now the 
Annex Gym in Parsons has been home to some of the best 
entertainment in town every weekend through the winter 
months. With all the success our high school teams have 

experienced as of late (#1 Boys AP Poll, #2 Girls AP poll) 
it’s good to remember where it all started for a lot of these 
young athletes, and to support the future of the Black & 
Gold we all so proudly cheer on and embrace. The next 
top teams and players in the State in Single A might just be 
current members of the Tucker County Youth Basketball 
League. 

Ryden Huffman & Nevin Luzier Austin Mauzy

Kace Nestor & Malik Dillard

Carter Wolford Savannah Witemore Kye Shillingburg & Cambrie Freeman

Mason Wamsley & Braydon Carr

Tucker Topples East Hardy 
for Second Time This Season 

By: Adam Freeman
The Tucker County Boys Basketball team traveled to 

Baker, WV last Friday for their lone game of the week due 
to the weather. Tucker would battle some rebounding and 
shooting woes throughout the contest, getting outrebounded 
by 8 boards and shooting 0-19 from behind the arc. However, 
the Mt. Lions did what Championship caliber programs do, 
and that was to find a way to win on an off night. With school 
being canceled all week long, and the chance to get in the 
gym together was limited, Tucker was happy to take home 
the W. The game was tight through the first half with the 

game tied at 15 all after the first period, and with East Hardy 
leading by 3 at the half, 28-25. Tucker’s defense would prove 
to be the difference in the second half, holding the Cougars 
to 4 points in the third quarter to take the lead 37-32. Tucker 
would again outscore their opponent in the fourth, 16-10 to 
take the win 53-42. The Mt. Lions remain undefeated at 9-0 
on the season with a home matchup this Wednesday against 
Pendleton County, tipoff is set for 6:00 pm. 

Bonner 16 pts, 4 reb, FT 2-3; Wilfong 16 pts, 4 reb, FT 
2-2; Mitchell 11 pts, 4 reb, FT 3-3; Marks 4 pts, 2 reb; Lam-
bert 4 pts, 6 reb; Arnold 2 pts, 1 reb

This is a photo (left) of the 1984-85 Boys Varsity Bas-
ketball Team. They are identified as Row 1, left to right 
Bernard Nice, Marty Miller, Jerry Cooper, Allen Moore, 
Robin Bowley, Mike Cooper Row 2, left to right Coach 
Dave Kyle, Ronnie Ricotilli, Dale Nestor, Todd, Betler, 
Shane Gravelle, Eric Alkire, Frank Puskas, Scott Bol-
yard, Coach Tom Gutshall. Ideas, comments, sugges-
tions, items to share contact Tim Turner (304) 478-
3389.
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NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking 
lots, basketball courts, 
resurfacing old asphalt, 
patchwork, seal coating 
– Machine laid and rolled 
– All Work guaranteed – 
Over 40 years experience 
– Licensed and insured- 
Competitive prices and 
discounts – Free Esti-
mates – 304-472-8097.  

WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 
304-478-2488 .
CONTINUOUS GUT-
TER NOW IN STOCK 
ON A MOBILE UNIT. 
Adkins  Home Center, 
Parsons. 304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-
591 -0272;  304-704-3764.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance — NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 844-230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 

offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 

or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
— the most powerful home standby 
generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty — 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered to your 
door! Our Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
makes a great gift and comes with 8 
FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-460-6356  and mention code 
77318CKG or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9637

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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HINCHCLIFF
ACQUISITION CO.

Starting soon at the equivalent 

of 
$15.00/hour

(including weekly attendance bonus)

Other Benefits Include:
•  10 Paid Holidays
•  Production & Safety Bonuses
•  Earn Paid Vacation Time
•  Become Eligible for 401K with Company Match 

Apply in person
Mon. – Fri.  8:00am – 3:00pm 

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SERVICE. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
16 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
16 Times in a Row.”

855-615-6411

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

Plans start at $20/Month.

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings 
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text 
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon’s lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data 
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and 
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations.

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-901-2301 
to schedule your free quote!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

West Virginia Chosen as National Leader in 
Transforming Maternal and Infant Health

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West Virginia Department 
of Human Services (DoHS), Bureau for Medical Services 
(BMS) today announced that the State is among 15 selected 
by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
to participate in the Transforming Maternal Health (TMaH) 
Model, a groundbreaking initiative aimed at improving 
maternal health outcomes for mothers and infants enrolled 
in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP).

The TMaH Model, which launched on January 1, 2025, 
will operate over a 10-year period and is designed to address 
critical disparities in access, care, and outcomes for mothers 
and newborns. West Virginia’s participation underscores its 
ongoing commitment to maternal and child health, especially 
for vulnerable populations.

"This selection reflects West Virginia’s dedication to 
ensuring that every mother and infant has access to the high-
est quality care," said Cindy Beane, DoHS Bureau for Medi-
cal Services Commissioner. "Through the TMaH Model, we 
have the opportunity to transform maternal health care in 
our state, eliminating barriers and providing comprehensive, 
compassionate care to families who need it most."

Key pillars of the TMaH Model include:
Access to care, infrastructure, and workforce capacity: 

Expanding access and addressing barriers that limit resource 
availability. This includes fostering culturally sensitive care 
and empowering mothers to manage their birth experiences 
effectively.

Quality improvement and safety: Implementing evidence-
based patient safety bundles to enhance maternal and infant 
health outcomes. This includes tackling challenges like 
hypertension during pregnancy, substance use disorders, 
and cardiac conditions, as well as working toward the CMS 
“Birthing-Friendly” hospital designation.

Whole-person care delivery: Offering tailored care plans 
based on physical, social, and mental health needs. This 
includes prenatal screenings, remote monitoring for condi-
tions like hypertension, and connections to community orga-
nizations to address social determinants of health.

For families interested in West Virginia Medicaid or WV 
CHIP services, applications can be submitted at wvpath.
wv.gov. For more information about the TMaH Model, 
including its goals and resources, visit the TMaH Model 
webpage.
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In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is The Parsons Advocateʼs
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

The Parsons Advocateʼs WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 
children. There are no administrative
fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

How will the childrenʼs clothing be
purchased?

The Advocateʼs WARM THE CHILDREN 
coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 
to help by donating a little of their time to 
this worthwhile cause.

No administrative 
fees. EVERY CENT 

received is used to buy 
winter clothing!

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 
donation to the address on the 
coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. All donations are
tax deductible.

Enclosed is my donation to the WARM THE CHILDREN FUND. Make checks 
payable to WARM THE CHILDREN FUND.

  Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
MAIL TO: WARM THE CHILDREN FUND

c/o The Parsons Advocate
P.O. Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287

 or drop off at the Advocate’s office at 219 Central Ave., Parsons, WV

CLIP & MAIL

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232� 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

McClain Printing Company 
2024 Employee of the Year

The owners, management and staff 
of McClain Printing Company cel-
ebrated the holidays, end of 2024, and 
the employee of the year Friday eve-
ning, December 13th, at Piccolo Paula’s 
in Parsons. Everyone enjoyed delicious 
appetizers, entrees and desserts fol-
lowed by the presentation of the MPC 
Employee of the Year award by owner, 
Ken Smith. 

This year’s recipient is Chris Reyn-
olds. Chris has been an employee at 
MPC for three years in the bindery 
department setting up and utilizing all 
machinery, as well as occasionally oper-
ating the presses and making deliveries 
when needed. 

Chris lives in Parsons where he is a 
photographer, musician, and a volun-
teer fire fighter, with the highest 2024 
responding rate with the Parsons Vol-
unteer Fire Department. He is a great 
asset to MPC and a good friend to his 
colleagues.

Those attending the 2024 annual event 
were: Ken and Bonnie Smith, Kevin 
and Debbie White, Shelly McKinnie, 
Melinda and Paul Pennington, Chop-
per and Barbie Evans, Jack Plum and 
Dawn Champ, Roy and Melinda Lip-
scomb, Ray Amie and Jennifer Lewis, 
Jerry Kelly and Mary Lee White, Cody 
and Shelley Beadle, Chris Reynolds and 
Autumn Moore.

Photo of the Week

Ice on front of Mountain Valley Bank.

Capito to Serve as Chairman of Senate 
Committee on Environment and Public Works
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-

tor Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) 
today issued the following statement 
after the Senate adopted a resolution 
formally naming her Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Environment 
and Public Works (EPW) for the 119th 
Congress.

“It is an honor to serve as Chair-

man of the EPW Committee, and I am 
deeply humbled by the trust my col-
leagues have placed in me to lead the 
Committee. EPW was among my first 
committee assignments when I was 
sworn into the U.S. Senate in 2015, 
and serving as Ranking Member for 
the past four years has provided me 
great experience with the issues within 

our jurisdiction and how to achieve 
bipartisan solutions. I am dedicated to 
getting things done and delivering for 
the American people.

“The EPW Committee also wel-
comes a new Ranking Member in 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse this 
Congress, and several new members 
including Senators John Curtis and 
Jerry Moran on the Republican side, 
and Senators Adam Schiff, Lisa Blunt 
Rochester, and Angela Alsobrooks 
on the Democrat side. I look forward 
to working with Ranking Member 
Whitehouse and all of the Committee 
members to continue our bipartisan 
tradition of reaching commonsense 
solutions.

“As the Chairman of the EPW Com-
mittee, I am committed to advancing 
policies that unlock all forms of Amer-
ican energy, and improve the permit-
ting process of infrastructure projects 
of all types while protecting our envi-
ronment and the health of our constitu-
ents. I will work with our members to 
pass a long-term surface transportation 
reauthorization bill that improves our 
nation’s roads and bridges, as well as 
water resource development legislation 
that invests in our communities and 

the infrastructure that protects them. I 
will prioritize legislation that provides 
the resources our communities need to 
upgrade drinking water infrastructure 
and address legacy PFAS contamina-
tion. Importantly, I am also committed 
to working with President Trump and 
his administration to swiftly confirm 
high quality nominees and deliver on 
our shared goals.

“I am confident in the EPW Com-
mittee’s ability to work together in the 
upcoming Congress, continuing to be 
one of the most productive committees 
in the U.S. Senate. Let’s get to work.”

EPW Committee members in the 
119th Congress include Ranking Mem-
ber Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), 
Senators Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Cynthia Lum-
mis (R-Wyo.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), 
John Curtis (R-Utah), Ed Markey 
(D-Mass.), Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), 
Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.), Dan Sullivan 
(R-Alaska), Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), 
Pete Ricketts (R-Neb.), Adam Schiff 
(D-Calif.), Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), 
Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.), John 
Boozman (R-Ark.), Angela Also-
brooks (D-Md.), and Jerry Moran 
(R-Kan.).


