
Davis Water 
Project Progresses 
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Davis Mayor Al Tomson updated the 
Davis Town Council January 22nd on 
the status of the Town's Water Improve-
ment Project.  The update came from 
an update the Mayor had received from 
Thrasher on the status of the project on 
their efforts as the Town's engineers.

Tomson read from the report that a 
Ground Water Feasibility Study was 
being completed on behalf of the Town.  
“Moody and Associates are working on 
the Ground Water Feasibility Study and 
we hope to get the report in the next 
week or two,” Tomson said.  

The purpose of the study, Tomson 
said, was to explore the possibility 
of drilling ground water wells for the 
Town as a secondary water source in 
the future.  “What we are looking at 
there, is to actually have some wells 
dug so that we can get water from the 
water table as opposed to just Wymers 
Creek,” Tomson said. 

The project is part of a grant, accord-
ing to Tomson, but the cost will be the 
deciding factor in construction.  “Its 
part of a grant, but we have to see what 
the costs come in to whether we can 
afford the construction,” Tomson said. 

The Town is still working with DOH 
to coordinate construction efforts along 
William Avenue, Tomson said.  “We are 
still on track to get the Route 32 work 
completed in coordination with DOH 
and the maintenance schedule,” Tom-
son said.  

Tomson said there are lines on 5th 
Street and 3rd Street that will need to 
be replaced due to outdated lines and 
potentially hazardous materials.  “We 
have at 5th and 3rd, we have sections 
of water line that need  to be replaced,” 
Tomson said.  “They're ductile iron, 
they have lead joints and they protrude 
into 32.”

As a result of the work along William 
Avenue, Tomson said the road will be 
reduced to one lane for approximately 
two months.  “DOH will be digging up 
all of William Avenue,” Tomson said.  
“I'll be a one lane road for approxi-
mately two months.”

The need for coordination, Tomson 
said, was so Thrasher could have cas-
ings installed under the road without 
the need to tear it back up again later.  
“Thrasher is coordinating with DOH so 
that we can get the casings in that need 
to go under the road without having 
to go back and tear up a  newly paved 
road,” Tomson said.  

According to Tomson, the Depart-
ment of Highways will be taking the 

road down the bare dirt.  “DOH is going 
to take off the paving and the concrete 
that's under the concrete is also going to 
be removed,” Tomson said.  “So every-
thing that is applied by man is going to 
be  removed and go down to the sub-
strate.”

There will also be a public meeting 
held February 26th at 5:30 p.m. prior 
to the regular Town Council meeting, 
according to Tomson.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to fulfill a Department of 
Environmental Protection requirement 
for the water project, Tomson said.  
“We need to advertise and hold a public 
meeting for the DEP requirements for 
our water project,” Tomson said.  “We 
are looking at that meeting tentatively 
being February 26th   and doing it at 
5:30.  That's before a council meeting.  
So that meeting would be here at 5:30 
and the council meeting would start at 
6:30.”

Tomson said the Town is also await-
ing quotes on ground penetrating radar 
for a rehabilitation project at the Wymer 
Run Dam.  “She also says we've been 
waiting on getting quotes for ground 
penetrating radar, analysis and grouting 
work for the Wymer Run Dam rehab,” 
Tomson said.

The analysis is needed due to a leak 
at the reservoir, according to Tomson.  
“We have a leak at the reservoir,” Tom-
son said.  

The GPR is being utilized by the 
Town to locate and determine the extent 
of damage to the dam and reservoir and 
how much material will be needed to 
repair the damage, according to Tom-
son.  “The ground penetrating radar, 
what it will do is, it will  pinpoint where 
the penetration is and it will also be able 
to map the void that's in the ground that 
needs to be grouted or filled,” Tomson 
said.  

Once the Town knows the extent of 
the damage, it will be in better position 
to solicit bids from contractors, Tomson 
said.  “So once we know what we're 
dealing with the situation, then we can 
go to the next step and go to the con-
tractor that is going to fill the void and 
say we think it need this much grouting, 
how much will it cost?” Tomson said. 

Kent St. Paving 
Project in Limbo

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Davis resident Ben Herrick addressed 
the Town of Davis Council on January 
22nd about the status of a paving proj-
ect the Town was looking into for lower 
Kent Avenue near 1rst St.  

Davis Mayor Al Tomson referred 
the question to Council Member Doug 
Martin who was looking into the cost 
of paving the section of road.  Martin 
said he was in the process of obtain-
ing the estimates 
from West Vi rg i n i a 
Paving for 
the proj-
ect, but 
was await-
ing a break 
in the weather. “I am going to get the 
estimates from West Virginia Paving,” 
Martin said.  

Tomson informed Herrick that a lot 
with the project was dependent of price.  
Tomson said he estimated the cost 
would be upwards of $300,000 for the 
project.  “So, we will see what the price 
is,” Tomson said.  “I think it is going 
to be 2 to $300,000, which there is not 
money to do that.”

Tomson said he didn't see the project 
happening because of other projects in 
line ahead of the paving project. “There 
are a couple of projects that are ahead of 
you,” Tomson said.  “So I don't see that 
happening.”

However, Tomson did say he planned 
to submit the project as part of a grant 
submission once the Town's Sewer 

Project is completed.  “When the Sewer 
Project gets done,  I am going to submit 
it as part of an AMLER Grant  request 
to try to get funding to do it,” Tomson 
said.  

Again, Tomson said that the chances 
of the grant were not great, however.  
“And that is hit or miss,” Tomson said.  
“I've done AMLER Grants before and 
not gotten them, but we'll keep trying.”

Tomson said that the Town's Water 
and Sewer Projects were the top priority, 
but that the project would be submitted 
in the grant proposal for consideration.  
“But right now that's the best thing,” 

T o m -
son said.  
“ R i g h t 
now we 
have a 

$300,000 bill and we've got parts of 
Davis  that still don't have water and 
sewer lines, which is a higher prior-
ity then paving Kent and that's about 
900,000, which I am also going to put 
in the same AMLER Grant.”

Tomson told Herrick “not to hold 
your breath” on the issue, but did offer 
hope that if the estimates for the proj-
ect came in low enough that the Town 
would consider a short term loan on the 
project. “I guess the message I have is 
not to hold your breath,” Tomson said.  
“If the estimate comes in  and you know 
its $100,000 then maybe there's some 
way we can cobble it together and get a 
short term loan and look at doing that.  
But it is really going to depend on the 
price.”

“Its a wait and see,” Tomson said.
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“DOH will be digging up all 
of William Avenue.  I'll be 
a one lane road for approxi-
mately two months,” Tomson 
said.

“I guess the message I have is 
not to hold your breath,” Tomson said. 

Streets Focus for Town of Davis
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Between record snowfall and vehicle enforcement, the 
Town of Davis has been focused on streets lately.  Town of 
Davis Mayor Al Tomson updated the Town Council Janu-
ary 22nd during their regular meeting on the latest efforts 
the Town was engaged in.

Over the past two weeks prior, snow removal had been 
at the forefront of efforts following the heavy snowfalls in 
January.  “If you look at the jobs for the past two weeks, 
you'll notice snow removal every day,” Tomson said.  
“And they have been removing snow every day.  They've 
been very busy doing that.”

Tomson said that crews had been out several mornings 
at 3 a.m. work on the streets around Davis.  “They've had 
three mornings where they have come in at  3 a.m. to clean 
up William,” Tomson said.  

The crews' focus, according to Tomson, was to clear 
intersection and plow out residents.  “What they are doing 
is going around with the endloader, the skidsteer and the 
dumptrucks to try and improve the intersections,” Tomson 
said.  “And also to plow people out as much as they can.”

City crews efforts, however, are hindered by vehicles 
around the town, Tomson said.  “One of the big obstacles 
is cars,” Tomson said.  “They continue to be a problem in 
some of the streets.”

Tomson said he planned to go around the town and have 
protruding vehicles towed to allow crews more room to 
work on the streets.  “I am going to go around tomorrow 
with Jay Kennard and we are going to see if there are any 
vehicles that are protruding to the street and I'll get those 
towed,” Tomson said. “So they have more room to work 

and plow.”
Tomson also said he plans to begin tagging nuisance 

vehicles around town once the snow melts.  Once a vehi-
cle is tagged, it will have two weeks to move before being 
towed.  “The vehicles that are on the side of the road, that 
are not impeding the road, we will put signs on those and 
give people a certain amount of time, probably two weeks,  
to move them and then we'll have them towed if they don't 
get moved,” Tomson said.  “But we will probably do that 
when the snow melts.”

The Town's efforts are focused on those vehicles that are 
not currently registered, Tomson said, with some vehicles 

lapsing in registration for more than seven years.  “Its cars 
that are not legally registered,” Tomson said.  “We have 
some that the tags are from 2018.”

The enforcement effort was delayed due to the time it 
took to coordinate with other entities, Tomson said.  Tom-
son said his office coordinated with the Department of 
Highways, the Tucker County  Sheriff's Office and the 
West Virginia Highway Patrol on the best way to proceed 
on the issue of the nuisance vehicles and parking.  “It took 
a little while to coordinate with DOH and the Sheriff and 
the State Police,” Tomson said.  “That's all been done now.  
We're ready, just need a break in the weather.”

Mayor Al Tomson, center, updates the Davis Town Council on the Town's street efforts and enforcement plans 
January 22nd.

Ice Jam in Cheat River
A large ice jam made its way down the Cheat River Saturday, January 31st.  The 
photo above shows it making its way through the St. George area.  The ice jam also 
went through Parsons.  Conditions on the river were treacherous due to the ice, 
snow melt and heavy rains Saturday that raised water levels around the area and 
caused flooding in nearby counties.
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at 
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 
telephone number, name and address. This 
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 
etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.
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News of Record
The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
•	 Peter A. Williams and Karen S, Williams, 

Davis District, Lot 8 Canaan Heights Estates to 
Melissa Moeller and Justin Moeller, $168,500.

•	 John N. Simpson and Rebecca R. Simpson, Dry 
Fork District, Lot 59 North Lake to Benjamin 
L. Smith and Bronlyn Smith, $75,000.

•	 Graham H. Lacy, Gayle M. Lacy; Lacy Living 
Trust, Dry Fork District, Tract 9 Freeland 
Estates to Greg Zickefoose, $130,000.

•	 Travis Hines and Chelsie Davis, Dry Fork 
District, Lot #3, Stone Camp Ridge Sub-
division – 2.03 acres to David Lawrence Brook 
and Erin Melinda Brook, $25,000.

•	 Raymond S. Webster and Danita M. Webster, 
Dry Fork District, 47 Cabin Mountain, Section 
A Extension – 5.16 acres to Mark McCoy and 
Kathleen McCoy, $610,000

•	 Maple Grove LLC, Davis Corporation, Lot 
582 to Terezie Palmer, $185,000.

•	 Robert A. Diggs and Rhonda F. Diggs, Dry 
Fork District, Unit C-2, .11 acres, Cedar P1 to 
Wesley Stepp and Brittany Stepp, $350,000.

Foundation announces creation of new scholarship fund
PARSONS – The Tucker Community Foundation is 

proud to announce the creation of the Louanna Bava Carr 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The new Louanna Bava 
Carr Memorial Scholarship will provide a $1,000 scholar-
ship to a deserving female athlete at Tucker County High 
School who is continuing her education in college or a 
trade school.

The Louanna Bava Carr Memorial Pass Through Schol-
arship was created by generous donations from Louanna’s 
high school graduating class.  This scholarship was created 
to honor the life of Louanna Bava Carr, a gifted athlete 
and graduate of Tucker County High School.  Louanna 
lost her life in a tragic car accident, at Crystal Springs on 
Memorial Day weekend in 2024.

Louanna Bava Carr, lovingly known as “Lulu”, was 
born and raised in Tucker County.  Lulu attended Tucker 
County High School and graduated with the first graduat-
ing class in 1979.  While in high school, she played bas-
ketball and ran track.  She continued her basketball career 
for two years at Potomac State College and Fairmont State 
University.  On December 16, 1988, Louanna married 
Patrick Carr and they had celebrated 35 years together at 
the time of her death.  Louanna and Patrick Carr lived in 
Elkins.  Lulu was an avid sports fan and a huge supporter 
of Tucker County Sports.  She was the life of the party.  
She always had a smile on her face and loved to make 
people laugh.  She was known for her kindness and gener-
osity.  She was a friend to all she met.  This This scholar-
ship is to honor Lulu’s life and memory and to help other 
students like her to attend either college or trade school.

The Tucker Community Foundation will be accepting 
donations to the Louanna Bava Carr Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund, to continue this scholarship as long as funding 
lasts.  The friends and classmates of Lulu would ultimately 
like to raise enough funds to change this pass-through 
scholarship into an Endowed Scholarship Fund which will 
provide perpetual funding for the scholarship to continue 
forever in Louanna’s Memory.  To donate to the Louanna 
Bava Carr Memorial Scholarship Fund or any of TCF’s 
other scholarship funds make checks payable to TCF and 

put the name of the scholarship fund in the memo line 
and mail to Tucker Community Foundation, P.O. Box 491, 
Parsons, WV 26287. To see a complete list of scholarship 
funds or to make an online donation go to www.tucker-
foundation.net make sure to put the scholarship name in 
the comment box.

The Tucker Community Foundation manages more than 
145 endowed funds providing annual scholarships and 
grants to nonprofits and charitable causes throughout its 
nine-county service area. Inspired by the flood of 1985, 
the mission of the Foundation is “creating opportunities 
for the individuals and communities we serve”. For more 
information on how to set-up an endowed fund or to learn 
about the foundation, call 304-478-2930.

Louanna Bava Carr pictured with a former Tucker 
County High School basketball player.

Louanna Bava Carr

Canaan Valley Resort State Park 
will now allow Uphill Skiing

The Canaan Valley Resort State Park endorsed and will 
now allow uphill skiing at the Canaan Valley Resort State 
Park ski area. Uphill skiing shall be permitted during nor-
mal ski hill operating hours, 0900-430pm daily, during 
weekdays and non-holidays. 

The Canaan Valley Resort State Park will sell an uphill 
season pass for a fee of $50.00. The pass will be valid for 
uphill skiing only. The uphill pass will not allow the pass 
holder to ride the ski lifts.

Uphill skiing will be permitted on the slopes designated 
in the daily trail report. The trail report is visible on the 
Canaan Valley Resort Website. Uphill skiers should know 
that uphill skiing will not be permitted on unopened slopes 

where snow-making or grooming operations are ongoing.
The Prosperity and Darkside of the Moon slopes are 

available for uphill skiing whenever natural snow cover 
permits.  

Uphill skiers will only be permitted to ski downhill on 
open ski runs. 

When going uphill, skiers should stay within 10 feet of 
the edge of ski runs.  Uphill skiers shall avoid traversing 
into the middle of the ski slopes.

Uphill skiers may use skins, scales, or split boards.  
Uphill ski equipment must have metal edges and be 
equipped with ski breaks, leashes, or the standard manu-
facturer’s safety equipment to prevent runaway skis.

Nominations Now Open for Inductees to the 
2025 WV Agriculture and Forestry Hall of Fame

Charleston - The West Virginia Division of For-
estry (WVDOF) today announced that nominations 
are open for the next round of honorees for West 
Virginia's Agriculture and Forestry Hall of Fame 
(WVAFHF).

The Hall of Fame highlights the people, businesses, 
organizations, institutions and foundations that have 
significantly contributed to agriculture, forestry and 
family life in West Virginia. Selected nominees will 
be inducted during a recognition dinner in July at 
Jackson's Mill.

Submitted nomination forms must be received by 
February 14, 2025 to be considered.

“This honor is given to those who have lived in 
West Virginia and have had a long-tenured associa-

tion with agriculture, forestry and/or family life and 
have made outstanding, direct contributions to those 
industries,” said Jeremy McGill, WVDOF Assis-
tant State Forester, and President of the WVAFHF. 
“Inductees must demonstrate the highest standards 
of leadership and contributions on local, state, 
national and international levels. We look forward 
to the opportunity to induct a new class into the Hall 
of Fame.”

Nomination forms are available from the West 
Virginia Agriculture and Forestry Hall of Fame 
website or by contacting McGill via email at 
Jeremy.R.McGill@wv.gov or by phone at (304) 
439-3003.



 � Page 3 – The Parsons Advocate –  February 5, 2025

Loved Ones Lost
2024 November, Ruth Gotinsky, 86
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Ruth Rosella Pifer Long Obituary
Ruth Rosella Pifer Long, 

80, a resident of Nella’s at 
Autumn Lake, passed from 
this life Tuesday, January 
28, 2025, at Davis Medical 
Center in Elkins.  She had 
been in declining health.

Ruth was born on Tues-
day, May 30, 1944, in 
Tucker County, a daughter 
of the late Herman Pifer 
and Minnie Guthrie Pifer.  

Left to cherish Ruth’s 
memory are two daugh-
ters, Roseanne Miller and 
Kathleen Coberly, a son, 
Frankie Long, two grand-
children Jessica Ann Long 
and Eric Scott Pennington, 
one sister, Mary Ann Mul-
lenax and one brother, Jack 
Pifer, several nephews, 
nieces, great nephews, and 
great nieces.

Preceding Ruth in death 

besides her parents was a 
son, Billy Joe Miller and 
several brothers and sis-
ters.

Ruth attended the 
schools of Tucker County 
and later obtained her 
GED.  She was employed 
as a coal miner for North 
Branch Mine at Bayard 
and then as a construction 

worker building bridges 
in Virginia.  Ruth enjoyed 
crafts, shopping, interact-
ing when able with resi-
dents in the nursing home, 
and her jobs. Over her 
life, she enjoyed holidays, 
especially Christmas, and 
enjoyed vacationing in 
Virginia Beach where she 
had lived for a time.  She 
loved her dogs, and she 
especially loved her grand-
children.   

Ruth’s request for cre-
mation will be honored. 
The Hostetler Funeral 
Home has been entrusted 
with the arrangements for 
Ruth Rosella Pifer Long.  
Send online condolences to 
the family at www.hostet-
lerfuneralhome.com.

Shelvie Jean Varner Mullenax
Shelvie Jean Varner Mul-

lenax, age 87 years, a resi-
dent of the Holly Meadows 
Community, Parsons, WV 
and for the past several 
years a resident of Cort-
land Acres at Thomas, WV, 
departed this life Friday 
evening, January 31, 2025, 
at Cortland Acres.  She had 
been in declining health.

She was born Friday, 
July 30, 1937, at Dry Fork, 
WV, a daughter of the late 
Baden Varner and Alice 
Day Varner.  On December 
24, 1955, at Oakland, MD, 
she was married to Frank-
lin Delano Mullenax, Sr, 
who preceded her in death 
November 11, 2005.

Surviving are one son, 
Franklin Delano Mul-
lenax, Jr. and wife Diana 
of Sugarlands; two daugh-
ters, Deborah Lynn Knotts 
of Sugarlands and Sylvia 
Diane Mullenax of Elkins; 
one brother, Fred Varner 
of Barbour Co.; six grand-
children, Travis Mullenax 
and wife Katie, Lynne 
Sandell and wife Shelbe, 
Tammy Hedrick, Sarah 

Rothenburgh, Briana Mul-
lenax, and Lexie Simons; 
nine great grandchildren, 
Addyson, Macey, Lillian 
Sandell, Sommer McCord 
and husband Elijah, Sidney 
and Sean Simmons, and 
Landon Plum and Peyton 
and Carter Richardson; and 
several nieces and neph-
ews.

Preceding her in death 
are two brothers, Carl and 
Delbert Worth Varner; and 
two sisters, Shirley Parsons 
and Annabelle Pifer.

She attended the school 
at Dry Fork and was a 
graduate of Parsons High 
School.  She was a home-

maker.  She had worked 
at Parsons Footwear and 
Blackwater Falls State 
Park Lodge, working in 
the kitchen.  She was a 
babysitter for her family, 
was an excellent cook and 
baker and loved spend-
ing time with her family.  
She attended the Brethren 
Church in Sugarlands.

The family will receive 
friends at the Lohr & Barb 
Funeral Home of Parsons, 
WV on Thursday from 4 
PM until 6 PM.  Final rites 
will be conducted at the 
funeral home on Friday, 
February 7, 2025, at 11 
AM.  The Reverend James 
Snyder will officiate and 
interment will follow at the 
Bethel Cemetery at Holly 
Meadows, WV.  The Lohr 
& Barb Funeral Home is 
honored to be in charge 
of the arrangements for 
Shelvie Jean Varner Mul-
lenax.  Condolences may 
be expressed to the family 
at; www.lohrbarbfuneral-
home.com.

Gail Parsons Ross
Gail Parsons Ross, 88, 

born on September 11, 
1936, in Parsons, WV to 
Paul Alton Parsons, Sr. 
and Jocie Lantz Parsons, 
passed away peacefully 
on January 23, 2025 sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Gail met her husband 
at Berea College, Berea, 
KY, where she earned 
her Bachelor’s degree. 
She earned her Master’s 
at Old Dominion Uni-
versity while teaching. 
She dedicated her life to 
education and service. 
A passionate educator, 
she taught for almost 
30 years and touched 
countless lives with her 
kindness, patience, and 
unwavering commitment 
to her students.  Gail was 
also a cherished mem-
ber of Westhaven Baptist 
Church where she faith-
fully served in various 
roles, including the choir, 
various boards, and com-
mittees. Later in life, Gail 
pursued a career in real 
estate, where she found 
joy in helping families 
find their dream homes. 
Her warmth and pro-
fessionalism made her 
a trusted and respected 
agent in the community. 

Gail was predeceased 
by her loving husband of 
62 years, Forrest “Ron” 
Ross. Left to cherish her 
memory are her daugh-
ters, Lycia Phipps James 
(Drew) and Ronda J. 
Ross (Cindy); sisters, 
Joann P. Criss, Robyn 
Mary Parsons (Bill), and 
Marlyn Stamey; broth-
ers, Paul Alton Parsons, 
Jr. (Barbara) and Jared M. 
Parsons; grandchildren, 
Cameron Gail Phipps and 
Remy Forrest Phipps.  
Nieces and nephews, 
Tammy Parsons Sharpe 
(Garnie), Tommy Par-
sons (Melissa), Davilee 
Criss Kadrlik (Ben), 
Angela Criss, Michael 
Parsons (Shannon), Les-

lie Parsons, Brendon Few, 
Donna Harris (Tandy), 
Tracy Ross and Troy Ross 
as well as extended fam-
ily members, dear friends, 
colleagues, and former 
students. 

Gail deeply loved her 
family and cherished the 
time she spent with them. 
She had a special place 
in her heart for the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina, 
where she found joy and 
peace during family vaca-
tions, making precious 
memories with loved 
ones. Gail will be remem-
bered for her kindness, 
sense of humor, generos-
ity and for the profound 
impact she had on those 
who knew her.

A memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, 
February 8th at 11am 
with reception to follow 
in the social hall, at Wes-
thaven Baptist Church, 
4900 Caroline Ave. in 
Portsmouth, VA. In lieu 
of flowers  donations may 
be made to Westhaven 
Baptist Church. Arrange-
ments are entrusted to 
Sturtevant Funeral Home, 
Portsmouth Blvd. Chapel. 
www.SturtevantFuneral-
Home.com.

Pamela Ann Fritter
It is with great sadness 

that we share the loss of 
our beloved Pamela Ann 
Fritter. On Friday January 
24, 2025, she passed away 
peacefully, free of pain, 
surrounded by her loving 
husband & family. Pam is 
survived by her devoted 
spouse, Gary Fritter Sr. As 
well as her loving children, 
Gary Fritter Jr., Christina 
Hoover (Barry) & dear 
siblings, Robert “Buzzy” 

Dumire (Helen), Charles 
McDaniel (Margaret), & 
brothers-in-law Michael 
Fritter Sr., Timmy Fritter & 
Barry Stevens Sr. Pamela 
was also a cherished grand-
mother & great-grand-
mother to Barry “Gus” 
Hoover III (Caitlyn), Sarah 
Bohns (Edward), Lindsay 
Hoover, Meghan Fritter, 
Katherine “Katie” Fritter, 
Barry IV, John, & Macken-
zie. Including her adoring 

nieces Angie & Virginia & 
devoted nephew Michael 
Jr. She is greeted at the 
gates of heaven by her 
parents, Angie & Charles 
McDaniel, her sister-in-
law Beverly Stevens & 
many other cherished fam-
ily members. Family & 
Friends gathered on Febru-
ary 1st, 2025 for celebra-
tion of life services. For 
more information, email 
gfritterjr76@gmail.com.

Governor Patrick Morrisey Gives 
Update on Budget Shortfalls

CHARLESTON, WV – At a recent press 
conference, Governor Patrick Morrisey 
addressed members of the media about 
issues with the state budget. Morrisey took 
to a whiteboard to lay out specific figures 
and line items that are contributing to the 
projected over $400M deficit in fiscal year 
2026.

The items discussed include:
Medicaid: $153M came from one-time 

funding sources in FY2025 (budget gim-
mick).

Corrections: Requires an additional 
$47M to get through FY2025 (prison 
guards, medical expenses, security).

PEIA: Additional $62M of General Rev-
enue Funding required in FY2026 – doesn’t 
factor in 14.47% premium increase.

Education: Base increases of over 
$100M due to School Aid formula, Higher 
Education formula, and HOPE Scholar-
ship costs.

Tourism: Underfunded base budget by 

$13M of one-time funding in FY2025.
More highlights from Governor Mor-

risey’s remarks today:
“I conveyed to you and said: we're going 

to be able to get through these budget chal-
lenges to the other side. But we've been 
learning a lot more over the last few weeks, 
and I'd like to provide even greater detail 
to you about what we're finding. I think, as 
you'll see on February 12, when we pro-
vide the formal budget, everything we say 
is gonna get backed up, so third grade math 
will understand what we're doing. I want 
to be really clear. This is important, that 
we are providing facts to people and to the 
public – these are not going to be disput-
able pieces of information.”

“We're going to have to change how we 
do things. We can't rob Peter to pay Paul 
and push all the bills to future generations. 
We can't do that anymore. And that's a lot 
of what we've seen. We're going to be able 
to address things very, very differently.”

DH, DHF, and DoHS Open Application 
Window for Summer Internship Program

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West Virginia 
Department of Health (DH), Department of Health 
Facilities (DHF), Department of Human Ser-
vices (DoHS), and the Office of Shared Admin-
istration are now accepting applications for the 
2025 Summer Internship Program. The Office of 
Human Resources Management within the Office 
of Shared Administration for the departments is 
seeking motivated and compassionate students 
who are eager to gain meaningful work experi-
ence.

The 2025 advisory updates are the result of 
reviewing the recent fish tissues data and re-
analysis of historical data. The current West Vir-
ginia Sport Fish Consumption Advisory can be 
reviewed at the following site: https://oehs.wvd-
hhr.org/fish.

There have been no changes to the current West 
Virginia sportfish advisory, as the recent data 
indicates that no changes were needed. The 2025 
DNR fishing regulation and consumption advi-
sories can be reviewed at: https://wvdnr.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/20241217_Pub_Regs_
Fishing2025_DNR_WILD_Interactive.pdf.

Low levels of chemicals like PCBs, mercury, 
selenium and dioxin have been found in some 
fish from certain waters. An advisory is advice 

and should not be viewed as law or regulation. 
It is intended to help anglers and their families 
decide: where to fish, what types of fish to eat, 
how to limit the amount and frequency of fish 
eaten, and how to prepare and cook fish to reduce 
contaminants. Women of childbearing age, chil-
dren, and people who regularly eat fish are par-
ticularly susceptible to contaminants that build 
up over time. Individuals falling into one of these 
categories should be especially careful to follow 
the guidelines.

The advisory covers only sport fish caught 
in West Virginia waters. Safety regulations and 
advisories for fish in the marketplace are the 
responsibility of the United State Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). For more information you 
can contact the FDA at: https://www.epa.gov/
fish-tech/epa-fda-advice-about-eating-fish-and-
shellfish. 

The West Virginia Department of Health (DH) 
seeks to advance the health and well-being of all 
West Virginians promoting healthy behaviors, 
working to mitigate public health crises, and 
increasing access to health-related resources and 
information.

For more information, visit dhhr.wv.gov.
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I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 
the estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Velma Lorena Hebb Crystal Sigley
1st publication 2/5/25 5774 Location Rd.
2nd publication 2/12/25 Parsons, WV 26287
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date 

of first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will 
must make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker 
County Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person ob-
jecting to the qualifications of the personal representative or the venue 
or jurisdiction of the court must be filed with County Commission 
within sixty days after the date of first publication or thirty days of 
service of the notice, whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Legal 3 col x 3-3/4”
0205

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Reporting Requirements No Met for

City of Parsons   WV3304707
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements. Even though these were not emergen-
cies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation.
We are required to monitor your drinking water on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an 
indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. During periods listed in the table 
below, we did not monitor or test as required and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking 
water during that time. 
What should I do? At this time, there is nothing you need to do.
The table below lists the monitoring we did not conduct, other violations, and the associated compliance 
period.
 Monitoring Violation Year-Fed Monitoring Compliance
   Report # Frequency Period 
 03, MONITORING, ROUTINE MAJOR 2024, 778963  1/1/2023-
 REGULATED VOLATILE ORGANICS thru 778983 1/Year 12/31/2023
 (VOC) Results Not Submitted
  
What happened? What is being done? (Describe corrective action)
Samples were pulled during the correct monitoring period. However, the P.H. qualifier was not within the 
parameters for testing due to lab standards. The water quality was NOT affected. Samples will be pulled 
earlier in the year in case this happens again. We will continue to ensure samples are pulled at the proper 
monitoring time.
For more information, please contact John Lipscomb at (304) 478-2311 or 341 Second Street, Parsons, 
WV 26287.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 
not have received this notice directly for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and busi-
nesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
Date Prepared: January 31, 2025    Date Distributed: February 5, 2025 

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0205 0212

LEGAL AD
Beginning February 3, 2025, the Region VI Workforce Development 
Board (RVI WDB) is issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the pro-
vision of a One-Stop Operator from qualified providers. Interested par-
ties must contact the RVI WDB at (304)-368-9530 to obtain a complete 
Request for Proposal packet, or may download the packet from the 
Region VI WDB website at www.regionviwv.org under the “About” 
tab. A Bidder’s Conference will be held on February 14, 2025 at 1:30 
p.m. at the Region VI WDB offices in Fairmont, WV. Further informa-
tion about the bidder’s conference and the RFP is included in the RFP 
packet. Any agency interested in submitting a proposal in response to 
this RFP must send a representative to the Bidder’s Conference.
The deadline for submission of the proposal is March 4, 2025. The 
completed packet must be received by post or by hand delivery to the 
RVI WDB office by 4:00 p.m. on March 4, 2025. Fax or email submis-
sions will not be accepted.
The RVI WDB reserves the right to reject any and or all proposals 
submitted. For more information, contact Amy Hall at  304-368-9530 
or ahall@region6wv.org.
100% Federally funded program.
Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are 
available upon request to individuals with disabilities. WV Relay 7-1-1

Legal 3 col x 4-1/4”
0205

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Reporting Requirements No Met for

City of Thomas   WV3304709
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements. Even though these were not emergen-
cies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation.
We are required to monitor your drinking water on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an 
indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. During periods listed in the table 
below, we did not monitor or test as required and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking 
water during that time. 
What should I do? At this time, there is nothing you need to do.
The table below lists the monitoring we did not conduct, other violations, and the associated compliance 
period.
 Monitoring Violation Year-Fed Monitoring Compliance
   Report # Frequency Period 
 3A, MONITORING, ROUTINE, MAJOR 2024-142252 Monthly JUL 2024
 (RTCR) Valid Compliance Total Coliform 
 Sample(s) Not Reported
 27, MONITORING, ROUTINE (DBP), 2024-13657 Quarterly 3QTR 2024 
 MAJOR Failure to monitor
 Trihalomethanes (CTHM”s)
 27, MONITORING, ROUTINE, MAJOR 2024-142260 Monthly JUL 2024
 CHLORINE, Failure to Report Required
 Chlorine Residual with a Coliform
 Sample Result
  
What happened? What is being done? (Describe corrective action)
27 - Violation occurred due to not being submitted on time.
For more information, please contact Brian Zirk at (304) 463-4360 or 307 Spruce Street, Thomas, WV 
26292.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 
not have received this notice directly for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and busi-
nesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
Date Prepared: November 21, 2024   Date Distributed: February 5, 2025 

Legal 3 col x 3-3/4”
0205

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Reporting Requirements No Met for

City of Thomas   WV3304709
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements. Even though these were not emergen-
cies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation.
We are required to monitor your drinking water on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an 
indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health standards. During periods listed in the table 
below, we did not monitor or test as required and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking 
water during that time. 
What should I do? At this time, there is nothing you need to do.
The table below lists the monitoring we did not conduct, other violations, and the associated compliance 
period.
 Monitoring Violation Year-Fed Monitoring Compliance
   Report # Frequency Period 
 43, Turbidity Exceedance-Single Comb 2024  142249  JUN 2024
	 Filter	Effluent	(IESWTR/LT1)		 2024		142254	 Monthly	 JUL	2024
 44, Turbidity-Monthly	Comb	Filter	 2024		142250	 	 JUN	2024
	 Effluent	(IESWTR/LT1)	 2024		142253	 Monthly	 JUL		2024

What happened? What is being done?	(Describe	corrective	action)
43-44 & 3A - The City of Thomas water supply contained excessive high iron levels due to severe drought 
conditions.
The	City	of	Thomas	is	looking	into	different	levels	of	treatment	to	prevent	these	issues	in	the	future.	These	
violations occurred during our water boil advisory June - August 2024.
For more information, please contact Brian Zirk	at	 (304)	463-4360	or	307	Spruce	Street,	Thomas,	WV	
26292.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 
not have received this notice directly for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and 
businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
Date	Prepared:	November	21,	2024	 	 	 Date	Distributed:	February	5,	2025	

Legal 2 col  x  1-3/4”
0205 0212

Request for Proposals
Wide Area Network

The Tucker County Board of Education, Parsons, WV, invites propos-
als for WAN Connections for Tucker County Schools. Proposals must 
comply with the Universal School and Library Program of the Universal 
Service Fund, or E-Rate requirements. The scope of service, submission 
requirements and the basis for the award is contained in the request for 
proposal. No proposal may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time 
for at least ninety days. No responses will be accepted after the post-
ed closing time. Other requirements are detailed in the RFP. Proposals 
will be publicly opened on March 2, 2025 at 10:00 a.m., at the Tucker 
County Board of Education Office, 100 Education Lane, Parsons, WV 
26287. Proposals may be obtained by contacting Jonathan Hicks at 304-
478-2771 or jrhicks@k12.wv.us

Legal 3 col  x  3-1/2”
0129 0205

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-

ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequali-
fication is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia until February 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project Description
002  2022880005 S388-REC/AL-25 00 STBG-2025(010)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
        D-8 RECALL STRIPING 2025
        DISTRICT WIDE
        COUNTY: PENDLETON, POCA-
        HONTAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER
Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can 
begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance 
with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) 
must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, 
Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertise-
ment, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date 
that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0129 0205

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Annabel Moore D. Randall Moore
1st publication 1/29/25 511 Walnut Street
2nd publication 2/5/25 Parsons, WV 26287
Joey Lee Eskridge Jodi Myers
1st publication 1/29/25 6039 Stemple Ridge Rd.
2nd publication 2/5/25 Aurora, WV 26705
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
0115 0122

Notice of Public Comments for the 2025 Tucker County 
Comprehensive Plan Tucker County Planning Commission

The Tucker County Planning Commission will host two public meet-
ings to present the revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan. The 
first meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2025, in the Da-
vis Town Hall (505 William Avenue) in Davis. The second meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, 2025, in the Old Courthouse 
Courtroom (211 First Street) in Parsons.

A copy of the full text of the proposed 2024 Comprehensive Plan 
is available for review at no charge at Five Rivers Public Library in 
Parsons, the Mountaintop Public Library in Thomas, and the County 
Clerk’s office in the Tucker County Courthouse in Parsons.

The revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan is designed to pro-
vide information and to serve as a resource to plan for the future of 
Tucker County. The Comprehensive Plan is Tucker County’s official 
guide for land use, housing, transportation, economic development, in-
frastructure, public services, connectivity, tourism, and county demo-
graphics. The Plan will serve as the County’s guiding document for 10 
years into the future, protecting and enhancing the unique character of 
our county.

West Virginia Division of Multimodal Transportation 
Facilities Announces numbers for train rides in 2024
CHARLESTON, WV – The Cass Scenic Railroad, Durbin 

& Greenbrier Valley Railroad (West Virginia Central), and 
Potomac Eagle, have concluded another year of both scenic 
and freight operations, with total ridership numbers showing a 
slight dip in certain segments but a strong recovery in the fall 
months.

Year-End Ridership:
Cass/Durbin/WV Central: 54,619 passengers
Potomac Eagle: 41,021 passengers
Rail Explorers: 15,932 riders

Although the summer months of July and August 2024 
saw a decrease in ridership compared to the previous year, the 
fall season brought a resurgence of passengers, bringing the 
total ridership numbers for the year in line with those of 2024, 
according to Cindy Butler, Commissioner of the West Virginia 
Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities. The division 
oversees ports, aeronautics, rail and public transit within the 
state.

Beyond its popular excursion services, the South Branch 
Valley Railroad, which operates the Potomac Eagle, continues 
to provide vital freight transportation for customers in Hardy 
and Grant counties. Similarly, the West Virginia Central Rail-
road supports local economies in Randolph County with its 

freight services to various businesses. 
Rail Explorers had its inaugural year with The Buffalo 

Creek Cruise railbike tour which came with great success. 
Mary Joy Lu, Rail Explorers CEO worked with the West Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation (WVDOT) and state tour-
ism officials to open this in June of 2024. Its state-of-the-art 
railbikes are pedal-powered, have hydraulic disc brakes, and 
feature a custom-built electric motor – the REX Propulsion 
System. Riders can choose a Quad Railbike that holds up to 
four riders or a Tandem Railbike that holds up to two riders. 

The new outdoor adventure has brought more than 15,932 
visitors to the small town of Clay, making it a significant new 
tourism attraction for the region.

Visitors from all 50 states and 25 countries traveled to Clay 
to experience the scenic beauty and rich history of the Buf-
falo Creek and Gauley Railroad, a historic line that dates back 
to 1904.The 2024 season was a major success for both Rail 
Explorers and the local community.

“Between tourism and the freight service, the railroads 
under our ownership provide economic lifelines to many parts 
of West Virginia.” Butler said.

For more information, visit mountainrailwv.com.
With work continuing in all 55 counties across the state, the 

West Virginia Division of Highways and the West Virginia 
Department of Transportation remind the public of the impor-
tance of keeping everyone safe in work zones by keeping 
“Heads up; phones down!”

More than 13,500 New Businesses Started in 2024:  
Annual Report from the Secretary of State Showcases Strength of West 

Virginia Economy Anchored by Small Business Entrepreneurs and Real Estate
Charleston, W. Va. – WV Secretary of State Kris Warner and 

the WV One Stop Business Center are celebrating more than 
13,500 new business registrations in 2024.

According to the WV Secretary of State’s Business Statistics 
Database, 2024 was a particularly exciting year, with several 
industries experiencing significant new business growth and 
registrations.

In the small business sector, ‘Other Personal Services’ such 
as pet care, photofinishing, parking lots, and garages garnered 
the highest number of new business registrations in the state 
(702). Rounding out the rest of the top five are real estate (565); 
activities related to real estate (483); other specialty trade con-
tractors (391); and residential building construction (352).

When comparing sectors to industry growth in 2024, ‘Other 
Personal Services’ was also second highest in new business 
growth at 32.94%, being outdriven only by the Charter Bus 
Industry, which led the state with 47.37%. Industries cat-
egorized as 'Other Textile Products' came in third boasting a 

growth rate of 30%.
As further indication of the beauty and flavors of wild and 

wonderful West Virginia, the scenic and sightseeing transpor-
tation industry and special food services, which include cater-
ing and mobile food, gave a taste of what’s to come in the new 
year with growth rates of 28% and 22.89% respectively.

“Looking at both the new business growth percentage and 
the number of new businesses registered in 2024, it is evi-
dent that West Virginia is emerging as a preferred location for 
expansion and creativity for businesses," said WV Secretary 
of State Kris Warner. "With growth in many diverse sectors, 
our state shows no sign of slowing down its diverse economic 
growth and development potential in 2025.”

“As I begin my first term as Secretary of State and the state's 
chief business registration official, I am committed to doing 
my part to help continue this momentum by supporting inno-
vation, streamlining services and making sure every business, 
whether small or large, has the resources and support it needs 

to succeed," Warner said.
Business registration services can be accessed online and at 

any time by utilizing the WV One Stop Business Portal. Walk-
in customers are also welcome at the WV One Stop Business 
Center in Charleston or the remote business hubs in Clarks-
burg and Martinsburg. 

New for 2025, virtual appointments allow entrepreneurs and 
business owners to meet directly with a Business Specialist in 
the WV Secretary of State's Office from the comfort of their 
home, office, or on the go. These appointments can be sched-
uled on our website at wvsos.gov.

The WVSOS Office also hosts a chatbot named "SOLO" - 
which stands for Single Online Location. SOLO is available 
24/7 to answer many questions an entrepreneur or new busi-
ness owner may have about starting a business in West Vir-
ginia. Anyone can access SOLO simply by visiting the WV 
Secretary of State's website at wvsos.gov.
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Charleston WV – The fol-
lowing events happened on 
these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Feb. 5, 1784: Nancy Hanks, 
the mother of Abraham Lin-
coln, was probably born Feb-
ruary 5, 1784, in Hampshire 
County on Mikes Run in 
what is now Mineral County, 
although historical records 
relating to her early life do not 
exist.

Feb. 5, 1889: Fiddler and 
self-taught physician James 
Franklin “Doc” White was 
born near Ivydale, Clay 
County. White served the com-
munity as doctor, dentist and 
midwife, delivering more than 
1,800 babies.

Feb. 5, 1890: Coach Eli 
Camden “Cam” Henderson 
was born in Joetown, Marion 
County. He is a revered figure 
in Marshall University sports 
history.

Feb. 5, 1941: Actor David 
Lynn Selby was born in Mor-
gantown. His stage and screen 
credits include the outdoor 
drama Honey in the Rock, and 
the television shows Falcon 
Crest and Dark Shadows.

Feb. 6, 2007: Selva Lewis 
“Lew” Burdette, a native of 
Nitro, died in Florida. Bur-
dette was an outstanding major 
league baseball player who 
spent most of his career with 
the Milwaukee Braves. He won 
three games in the 1957 World 
Series, helping the Braves 
defeat the New York Yankees.

Feb. 7, 1867: West Virginia 
University was established by 
an act of the West Virginia leg-
islature. The college, originally 
called the Agricultural College 
of West Virginia, opened its 
doors in September 1867. 

Feb. 7, 1889: Nell Elizabeth 
“Pistol Nell” Walker was born 
at Sewell Mountain. Known 
as the “First Lady” of Fayette 
County, she served 12 terms as 
a member of the House of Del-
egates.

Feb. 8, 1892: Cartoonist 
Irvin Dugan was born in Hun-
tington. For many years, his 
“Adam” cartoon character was 
a feature on the editorial pages 
of the Herald-Dispatch.

Feb. 8, 1915: Photographer 
Volkmar Kurt Wentzel was 
born in Dresden, Germany. 
He emigrated with his fam-
ily to the United States at age 
11. As a teenager in West Vir-
ginia, Wentzel took up with an 
eclectic group of people who 
had retreated to Youghiogheny 
Forest, a Preston County artist 
colony. 

Feb. 8, 1918: Medal of 
Honor recipient Herbert 
Joseph Thomas Jr. was born. 
He excelled as a football half-
back at South Charleston High 
School, and Herbert J. Thomas 
Memorial Hospital in South 

Charleston is named for him.
Feb. 9, 1843: Republican 

leader Nathan Goff Jr. was 
born in Clarksburg. In 1888, 
Goff lost West Virginia’s most 
controversial gubernatorial 
election to A. B. Fleming. Goff 
’s initial 106-vote majority 
was challenged, and both men 
were sworn in on inauguration 
day. The case dragged on until 
1890, when Fleming was deter-
mined to be the rightful winner.

Feb. 9, 1900: “Aunt Jennie” 
Wilson was born near Hen-
lawson. Wilson was a Logan 
County traditional musician, 
considered a master of claw-
hammer-style banjo playing. 

Feb. 9, 1950: U.S. Sen. 
Joseph R. McCarthy’s speech 
to a group of Wheeling Repub-
licans launched the 1950s red 
scare. McCarthy, a Wisconsin 
Republican, claimed in his 
speech to have a list of 205 
communists who worked in the 
U.S. State Department.

Feb. 10, 1904: Jay Legg was 
shot and killed by his wife, 
Sarah Ann, in their home in 
Clay County. The trial, con-
viction, appeal and acquittal 
of Sarah Ann led to a popular 
West Virginia folk ballad, “The 
Murder of Jay Legg.” 

Feb. 10, 2010: Frederick 
Appleton “Fred” Schaus, West 
Virginia University basketball 
All-American, coach, and ath-
letic director, died at age 84 in 
Morgantown. Schaus coached 
WVU, 1954-1960, to a 146-37 
record, and lost by one point in 
the 1959 national champion-
ship game.

Feb. 11, 1903: Artist Grace 
Martin Taylor was born in 

Morgantown. She produced 
an immense body of work in 
various styles and enjoyed a 
lengthy career at the Mason 
College of Music and Fine Arts 
in Charleston.

Feb. 11, 1904: Clarence 
Watson Meadows was born in 
Beckley. His mother hoped he 
would become a Baptist min-
ister, but he ultimately entered 
politics, becoming the 22nd 
governor of West Virginia. 

Feb. 11, 1911: The Charles 
Town Opera House opened. 
The 500-seat theater ushered in 
an era of entertainment and ser-
vice lasting more than 30 years.

Feb. 11, 1923: Eight mem-
bers of the Black Hand were 
arrested in Harrison County. 
The Black Hand was the name 
and symbol of an underworld 
society of Italian immigrants 
that extorted money from other 
Italian immigrants. 

Feb. 11, 1935: The first 
houses in the Tygart Val-
ley Homesteads were ready 
for occupancy. One of three 
resettlement projects in West 
Virginia, the homesteads were 
intended to provide a new start 
for unemployed farmers, min-
ers and timber workers.

Feb. 11, 1949: Singer and 
pianist Ethel Caffie-Austin was 
born in Bluefield and raised 
in Mount Hope. As “West 
Virginia’s First Lady of Gos-
pel,” she performed around 
the world, taught countless 
students, earned the Vandalia 
Award and founded the Black 
Sacred Music Festival. She 
was inducted into the West 
Virginia Music Hall of Fame in 
2020. She died in 2024.

By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
I had a very nice customer stop 

in this week and we had a great 
chat.  I want to wish her family 
traveling mercies on an upcom-
ing trip and also wish them fair 
weather and calm seas.  I like to 
interact with people who this arti-
cle has an impact on.  I’m hoping 
I am doing Mom and Gran justice 
with this little look into our lives.

As I have said before we had 
a good life growing up and we 
didn’t know we were not rich.  We 
were not rich with wealth but we 
were millionaires in life lessons.  
Momma Said, “Money cannot 
buy everything.”  I grew up with 
common sense, which I didn’t use 
sometimes, humility, morals and 
manners.

I can look back on my life and 
say sometimes things didn’t go 
just right but most times it was 
good.  Everyone makes mistakes 

but it takes a bigger person to 
walk through those mistakes, 
admit you were wrong and perse-
vere.  Momma Said, “It is easier 
to bend than to break.  Learn from 
mistakes and be a better person.”

I hope everyone is getting along 
with this last Artic Blast.  Hope-
fully Spring is on the horizon and 
we will see some green instead of 
white.  I now, I know, a few weeks 
ago I was wishing for the cold 
weather to bypass the mud, but 
eventually it is going to be back to 
the old mop and bucket.  Momma 
Said, “So goes the life of a doggie 
mom.”

Cowboy Candy
INGREDIENTS
2 pounds jalapenos
2 cups sugar
1 cup vinegar
1 cup water
1 teaspoon turmeric
Pinch of salt

INSTRUCTIONS
Slice jalapenos leaving seeds 
intact, set aside.  In saucepan add 
all other ingredients and stir until 
sugar dissolves.  Add peppers and 
simmer 10 minutes, peppers will 
turn a darker green.  Add to jar, let 
cool and refrigerate.

Pasta Dinner
All you can eat pasta dinner 4 – 8 p.m. on 

Saturday, Feb. 15 at Maple Spring Church of 
the Brethren Family Life Center. Meal includes: 

Spaghetti with meat sauce and/or meatballs, 
Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo, bread, salad, drink 
and dessert. Donations accepted. Sponsored by, 
The Maple Spring Church Youth Group.

Temperature
Max� 41° F
Min� -13° F
 

Precipitation
Week� 0”
January          2.69"
2025               2.69"

Snowfall
New Snow� 0"
Snow on ground� 8"
Winter Total� 37"

U.S. Forest Service

Jan. 21 - Jan. 28, 2025

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 7

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Tom Preston, CPA
Located in Davis, West Virginia

• Income tax services for individuals & businesses
• Bookkeeping, payroll, & payroll tax services

• QuickBooks training & consulting
• Financial statement services

Call 681-435-9032 
or visit my website www.tomprestoncpa.com 

to set up an appointment

Feb. 6, 1882: Poet Anne Spencer was born in Vir-
ginia but spent most of her youth in Bramwell, Mer-
cer County. She became an acclaimed poet during the 
1920s Harlem Renaissance. In 2000, two of her poems 
were included in the Library of America’s anthology of 
20th Century American poetry.
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THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE

Serving the people 
of Tucker county since1896

Lady Bears Get Four 
Victories in Busy Week  

By: Adam Freeman

The Lady Bears participated in 4 
games over the previous week, bring-
ing home the win in all 4. They began 
the week off with a double digit win 
over the Lady Vikings of Petersburg 
Middle, 41-23. Simmons 18 pts; 
Johnson 11 pts; Wilt 5 pts; Thompson 
5 pts; Nestor 2 pts. The Lady Bears 
would then get a win over the Union 
Tigers with a final score of 31 -17. 
Johnson 16 pts; Simmons 7 pts; Wolfe 
4 pts; Nestor 2 pts; Wilt 2 pts. Davis 
Thomas would then get a massive vic-

tory over West Preston Middle School 
by a margin of 60 points, getting the 
win 76-16. Simmons 21 pts; John-
son 14 pts; Ketterman 12 pts; Nestor 
11 pts; Wolfe 8 pts; Goosby 4 pts; 
Thompson 4 pts; Wolfe 2 pts. The last 
game of the week for the Lady Bears 
was at Tygarts Valley where DT would 
again take home a win 38-14. Johnson 
14 pts; Thompson 12 pts; Simmons 4 
pts; Pase 2 pts; Nestor 2 pts; Goosby 
2 pts; Ketterman 2 pts. 

The Lady Bears Will travel to Bel-
ington Middle on February 4th at 
5:00pm for their next contest. 

Bears Take Trio of 
Losses Last Week 

By: Adam Freeman

The Davis Thomas Boys Basketball 
team had 3 games this past week but 
unfortunately fell in all 3 contests. DT 
first fell to Union 31-17, O’Brien 11 pts; 
Kerr 3 pts; Huffman 2 pts; Sisler 1 pt. 
The Bears would then host West Preston 
Middle school and take the loss 46-29, 

O’Brien 13 pts; Huffman 8 pts; Dearborn 
4 pts; Kerr 4 pts. Lastly DT would travel 
to Mill Creek to take on the Tygarts Val-
ley Bulldogs, DT would fall to the Bull-
dogs 45-21. Kerr 6 pts; O’Brien 5 pts; 
Dearborn 4 pts; Huffman 4 pts; Sisler 2 
pts. DT will return home on February 4th 
to take on South Preston Middle, tipoff is 
set for 7:00pm. 

Tucker Valley Nets Win 
Over Philippi Middle 51-31

By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker Valley Boys Basket-
ball team netted a 20-point win over 
Philippi Middle last week in Barbour 
County. Tucker would trail at the end 
of the first by one point, 15-14. Nei-
ther team would score double digits in 
the second period and Philippi would 
hold the advantage 22-19 at the half. 
The Wildcats would outscore Philippi 

by 10 points in the third quarter to 
take the lead 32-25. Tucker Valley 
would finish the job in the fourth and 
go on to get the win with a final score 
of 51-31. 

Wilfong 14 pts, 15 reb; Tuttle 14 pts, 
5 reb; Bowley 12 pts, 3 reb; Boyles 7 
pts, 3 reb; Hyre 3 pts, 6 ast; Carr 1 pt.

Tucker Valley returns to action 
at home on February 6th at 6:00pm 
against Tygarts Valley. 

Boyles surveys the defense.

Tucker Girls Collect Pair of Wins 
Over Both Hardy County Schools 
By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker County 
Lady Mt. Lions swept both 
Hardy County Schools this 
past week in a convinc-
ing fashion. Tucker first 
defeated the East Hardy 
Lady Cougars by a margin 
of 20 points with a final 
score of 59-39. 

Matthews 16 pts, 13 
reb, FT 2-3; Gross 15 pts, 
3 reb; Shaffer 8 pts, 3 reb, 
FT 0-1; Evans 5 pts, 6 reb, 
8 ast, FT 3-4; Kitzmiller 5 
pts 1 reb; Herron 5 pts, 5 
reb; Pase 4 pts; Snyder 1 
pt, FT 1-2 

3 Point Goals 5-16: 
Gross (3) Kitzmiller (1) 
Herron (1) 

The Lady Mt. Lions 
would then travel to 
the other Hardy County 
School, the Moorefield 
Lady Yellowjackets. 
Tucker would take home 
the victory for the Hardy 
County sweep 54-37. 

Matthews 20 pts, 12 
reb, FT 8-10; Gross 11 pts, 
3 reb, FT 0-2; Shaffer 6 

pts, 8 reb, FT 2-3; Moats 
6 pts, 4 reb, FT 1-2; Her-
ron 4 pts, 4 reb, FT 0-2; 
Kitzmiller 4 pts; Evans 3 
pts, 6 reb, FT 1-2. 

The Lady Mt. Lions will 
return home on Monday, 
February 3rd  to take on 
the ranked AAA Elkins 
Lady Tigers.  

Gross takes the short corner jumper.

Mt. Lions Rout the Rams but Fall to Panthers 
By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker County Boys Basketball team had two big 
games this last week, both on the road. First, the team 
would travel to Oakland, MD to take on longtime rivals in 
the Southern Rams. Tucker would lead the games entirety 
and take the win back to West Virginia, 61-39. 

Bonner 16 pts, FT 2-4; Arnold 16 pts, FT 5-6; Wilfong 
12 pts, FT 2-3; Marks 6 pts FT 2-4; Mitchell 5 pts; Lam-
bert 2 pts; Dearborn 2 pts; Felton 2 pts. 

3 Point Goals 4-12: Bonner (2) Mitchell (1) Arnold (1)
Tucker would then take the 4-hour Saturday bus ride to 

Naugatuck to take on the Tug Valley Panthers for round 
two of the State Finals rematch from a season ago.  Tucker 
won the first matchup by 2 points in overtime at home but 
would fall to Tug Valley on the road 56-39. 

Wilfong 13 pts; Bonner 10 pts, FT 1-2; Marks 6 pts; 
Lambert 3 pts; Arnold 3 pts; Carr 2 pts; Cummings 2 pts 
FT 2-2. 

3 Point Goals 4-16: Wilfong (1) Lambert (1) Bonner (1) 
Arnold (1)  

Tucker will travel to Moorefield on February 6th to take 
on the Yellowjackets for their next contest, tipoff is set for 
6:00pm. 

Bonner meets the Ram at halfcourt.

Wilfong drives the ball to the rack amongst the defend-
ers.

This is a photo of the Western Maryland Railroad Station in Thomas from 1903. 
There is a walkway across the tracks. At the end of the walkway, there are steps 
which lead down to a platform made of boards leading to the station. Three lines of 
company houses can be seen in the photo. Outhouses can be seen around homes 
and along the hill side. Ideas, comments, suggestions, or items to share contact 
Tim Turner (304) 478-3389.
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NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking 
lots, basketball courts, 
resurfacing old asphalt, 
patchwork, seal coating 
– Machine laid and rolled 
– All Work guaranteed – 
Over 45 years experience 
– Licensed and insured- 
Competitive prices and 
discounts – Free Esti-
mates – 304-472-8097.  
WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 
304-478-2488 .
CONTINUOUS GUT-
TER NOW IN STOCK 
ON A MOBILE UNIT. 

Adkins  Home Center, 
Parsons. 304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-
591 -0272;  304-704-3764.

HELP WANTED: Now 
Hiring - Join our team 
at Five Rivers Public 
Library, Parsons WV. 
Part Time (21-24 hours 
per week). Applications 
available at the library, 
web site, https://fiveriv-
ers.wvlibrary.info or our 
Facebook page. Posted 
until position is filled.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance — NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 844-230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 

to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
— the most powerful home standby 
generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty — 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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HINCHCLIFF
ACQUISITION CO.

Starting soon at the equivalent 

of 
$15.00/hour

(including weekly attendance bonus)

Other Benefits Include:
•  10 Paid Holidays
•  Production & Safety Bonuses
•  Earn Paid Vacation Time
•  Become Eligible for 401K with Company Match 

Apply in person
Mon. – Fri.  8:00am – 3:00pm 

HELP WANTED

THANK YOU FOR READING 

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-901-2301 
to schedule your free quote!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $20,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills 
or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

Call for your FREE 
Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv
Plus — you’ll also get a FREE

Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

DH, DHF, and DoHS Open Application 
Window for Summer Internship Program

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (DH), Department of Health Facilities 
(DHF), Department of Human Services (DoHS), and 
the Office of Shared Administration are now accept-
ing applications for the 2025 Summer Internship Pro-

gram. The Office of Human Resources Management 
within the Office of Shared Administration for the 
departments is seeking motivated and compassion-
ate students who are eager to gain meaningful work 
experience.

Four Die in Separate House Incidents Across WV
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — State fire investigators are 

probing multiple fatal fires and an explosion that claimed 
four lives across West Virginia this weekend, the State Fire 
Marshal's Office reported Monday.

A person died in a house fire in Prosperity, Raleigh 
County on Saturday afternoon, Jan. 25th. The

home was located on Vireo Lane. The victim was a 
77-year-old female. The fire is undetermined in cause due 
to the amount of damage sustained to the home during the 
fire.

On Sunday, Jan. 26th, a home exploded in Clarksburg, 
Harrison County around 3:00 P.M. The home was located 
on Kramer Drive. One male was rescued from the home 
and taken to the hospital, where he died overnight. A five-
block radius of the surrounding area had to be evacuated 
for a time due to the explosion. 

The WVSFMO and Clarksburg Fire Department are 
working together to determine the

cause.
Sunday a fatal fire occurred outside of Parkersburg. A 

65-year-old female died in that fire, which
happened around 6:30 P.M. on Hill Street. Investigators 

have ruled the cause of the fire as
undetermined but believed to be accidental in nature.
This morning, Jan. 27th, a fatal fire occurred in the 

Prenter area of Boone County. That fire happened at a 
home on Prenter Road in Seth at around 6:45 A.M. The 
age and gender of that victim is unknown at this time and 
investigators are still at the scene.

All of the above victims have been taken to the WV 
State Medical Examiner’s Office for positive identification 
and autopsy.
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In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is The Parsons Advocateʼs
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

The Parsons Advocateʼs WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 
children. There are no administrative
fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

How will the childrenʼs clothing be
purchased?

The Advocateʼs WARM THE CHILDREN 
coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 
to help by donating a little of their time to 
this worthwhile cause.

No administrative 
fees. EVERY CENT 

received is used to buy 
winter clothing!

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 
donation to the address on the 
coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. All donations are
tax deductible.

Enclosed is my donation to the WARM THE CHILDREN FUND. Make checks 
payable to WARM THE CHILDREN FUND.

  Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
MAIL TO: WARM THE CHILDREN FUND

c/o The Parsons Advocate
P.O. Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287

 or drop off at the Advocate’s office at 219 Central Ave., Parsons, WV

CLIP & MAIL

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232� 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

Connor Flanagan & Amelia Young were married December 6, 2024 at King’s Family 
Winery in Crozet, VA. Connor is a graduate of VA Tech with an electrical engineering 
degree. Amelia is a graduate of VA Tech with a degree in Business Architect and a 
master’s degree in Agricultural Economics. After a honeymoon in Banff, Canada, 
they reside and work in Charlottesville, VA. Connor is the son of Jeff and Lori Fla-
nagan of Woodbridge, VA., and the grandson of Dennis and Kay Flanagan of Hen-
dricks, VA.

Agnes and Kenneth poling celbrate 69 years of marriage. May God bless them.

Flanagan, Young Tie the Knot

Polings' Celebrate 69 Years

Funding Available for 
Adult Education Programs 

CHARLESTON, W. Va. – The West Vir-
ginia Department of Education (WVDE) is 
conducting a competitive Request for Pro-
posals process as required by Title II of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA) to award grant funding for Adult 
Education Section 231, Corrections Section 
225, and Integrated English Literacy and Civ-
ics Education Section 243 of the Adult Educa-
tion and Family Literacy Act. The Office of 
Adult Education is prepared to continue build-
ing skills for success by providing adults with 
the opportunity to enhance the quality of their 
lives and foster productive employment, fam-
ily growth and citizenship.

Grants will be awarded for a five-year term 
beginning July 1, 2025. Funding for subse-
quent years will be contingent upon annual 
federal and state appropriations. Application 
forms and guidance information are available 
on the Adult Education Request for Proposals 
page beginning January 27, 2025 and will be 
accepted by mail to: Mendy Marshall, 1900 
Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 6, Suite 
825, Charleston, WV 25305; or email at 
mamarsha@k12.wv.us. Mailed applications 
must be postmarked March 24, 2025, and 
emails must be received by 4:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time that same day.

Eligible providers must be a local educa-
tional agency, community-based organization 
or faith-based organization, volunteer literacy 

organization, an institution of higher educa-
tion, public or private nonprofit agency, library, 
public housing authority, or a nonprofit insti-
tution that is not previously described and can 
provide adult education and literacy activities 
to eligible individuals, consortium or coalition 
of the agencies, organizations, institutions or 
libraries as described above or a partnership 
between an employer and an entity described 
in any of the items above.

“Adults pursuing quality education and 
improving their work skills become produc-
tive citizens that enhance the world around 
them,” said State Superintendent of Schools 
Michele L. Blatt. “It is imperative that every 
opportunity be explored in order to create 
success for themselves, their families and the 
community.”

Potential applicants looking for an opportu-
nity to ask questions can register for a tech-
nical assistance webinar to be held on Febru-
ary 13, 2025. Questions for the webinar may 
also be submitted to AskAE.wvde@k12.
wv.us. Following the event, all questions and 
responses will be available in the FAQ section 
on the website. 

For media inquiries, contact Christy Day, 
WVDE Office of Communications, at 304-
558-2699 or Christy.Day@k12.wv.us.

Follow the WVDE online on Face-
book, X, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube.


