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Mmlsterlal Association Plans Transitory Housing for Parsons

that way,” Metzner said.
The building has been
donated by Paul Walms-
ley of St. George Clinic,
according to Metzner and

wanted to see if the City
Council had any kind of
interest in going together
with us on this,” Metzner
said.

costs of the building. “We
are going to need water
and electric, of course,”
Metzner said. “The Min-
isterial will do some extra

any needs that someone
would have. We can come
together with the churches,
our churches on that.”
There was a question

Susan Metzner addresses the Parsons City Council
February 18th on the Ministerial Association’'s plans
to place a tiny house in Parsons as transitory housing
for those stranded in the town temporarily.

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

Susan Metzner of the
Tucker County Ministe-
rial Association addressed
the City of Parsons Coun-
cil February 18th on the
Associations plans to place
a donated tiny home in the

extreme weather or diffi-
culties with people passing
through town,” Metzner
said.

Besides the housing, the
Association would also be
providing individuals with
food assistance and con-
tact with family or friends,
Metzner said. “Something

will outfit the building to
suit the needs of the Asso-
ciation. ‘“Paul Walmsley
from St. George Clinic,
Paul is going to donate the
little house and he is going
to put a bathroom in it with
a shower and we'd have
room for a comfortable
bed and just something
small in like a kitchen
area,” Metzner said. “Not
necessarily a kitchen. We
could do a small freezer
with like frozen dinners in
it and lunches and break-
fasts, a microwave and a
coffee pot and water.”
Metzner said she was
at the meeting to seek the
City's aid in obtaining a lot
to place the tiny home on.
“What we're looking for
is to see if the City would
be able to or to find a lot
that we could put the little
house on,” Metner said.
The building will be por-
table in the event of flood-
ing or other severe weather
event, Metzer said. “The
Ministerial said if we could
get a lot to set it on and
make it kind of portable
so that in the event of a
bad flood or something
like that, it could be pulled
away,” Metner said.
Metzner said the Asso-

According to Metzner,
the Association would
cover the operational

things. We can pay for the of
water and the electric and
do that aspect of it.

insurance, however,
that Metzner raised, but

Plus  was not addressed by the

Clty as transitory hous-
ing. “..to come together
to prov1de a warm place in

that can give them a loca-
tion that they can leave in a
couple of days to transition

ciation was seeking the
City's interest and input
on the matter. “We just

City of Parsons PD to
Place LPR Camera

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

The City of Parsons will soon have
its first License Plate Reader Camera
in place. City of Parsons Police Chief
Kevin Keplinger informed the City of
Parsons Council of the development
February 18th. “Talked with...Brooks
Police Supply today, actually it was
yesterday, we are moving ahead with
the license plate reader camera system,”
Keplinger said.

The camera system will be funded
through Federal Congressionally
Directed Spending, according to
Keplinger and has been pending budget
approval by the government. “We did
get Congressionally Directed Spending,
it was approved clear up until the bud-
get and we are waiting on the federal
budget last year to finally be approved
to finally get the funding,” Keplinger
said.

Keplinger said that Brooks Police
Supply would be sending the City a
test camera in the next week or so to
place within the City. “We are going
to be receiving one test LPR camera,”
Keplinger said. “Should have it in the
next week or two.”

Keplinger said he is currently look-
ing at areas to place the camera. “I'm
looking at some areas to set it up in,”
Keplinger said.

Keplinger said he and City Adminis-
trator Michael Simmons would need to
get together to discuss options for place-
ment of the test unit as it requires elec-
trical access. “I need a utility pole with
A/C power access,” Keplinger said.

As part of the process, Keplinger said
he went to Elkins to confirm that the test
system would communicate and would
be compatible with other area agencies.
“I went to Elkins today just to confirm
with Elkins PD, it is the exact same sys-
tem, the exact same network that Elkins
is running, that Philippi is running,
Buckhannon's running, so we will be
able to network,” Keplinger said.

Keplinger said that he is excited about
the sharing of information the system
will afford the City because as other
area agencies collect data, they will
communicate with Parsons and Parsons
will communicate their data with other
area entities. “So as they gather and col-
lect vehicle information, it comes here,
as we collect, it will go,” Keplinger
said. “So we're supporting each other.
I'm kind of excited about that.”

Highlands Trail Foundation Requests Funding

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

President and founder of the Highlands
Trail Foundation Karen Carper addressed
the City of Parsons Council February
18th. Carper updated the Council on the
latest developments with the Foundation
and requested a donation to assist with a
grant match for a federal grant for the trail
system.

Carper thanked the Council for the
City's commitment and support to the
Foundation over the past 30 years. “We
really appreciate you're always stepping
up whenever we ask,” Carper said. “We
have events, you send out volunteers,
emergency services helps us out. We have
help with parking and we've also had spon-
sorship from Council. So I can't neglect to
say thank you for all of the support we've
gotten for all of the years that we've been
around. And I'm here to ask again.”

Carper informed the Council that the
Foundation had received a grant through
the Division of Highways for the trail sys-
tem. “We have received a grant,” Carper
said. “T applied for a Recreational Trails
Grant from the Division of Highways.
That's a program that, every state has one,
it supports trails through federal highway
funding.”

The grant, according to Carper, was for
$250,000 with a $50,000 grant match. “I
called and checked today and the money
is still there,” Carper said. “So we got a
$250,000 grant. We are responsible for
$50,000 of that.”

The grant match, Carper said, the Foun-
dation needed to come up with up front in
order to receive the grant and explained
how the grant process worked for the par-
ticular grant the Foundation qualified for.
“And because we are a small organiza-
tion, we can't do a pay as you go kind of a
grant,” Carper said. “So the way it works
is, we have to have our $50,000 match up
front. Before we sign the agreement, he
hand over our $50,000 and they set up an
account in escrow and they keep the whole
$250,000 and they pay the invoices as we
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go.

The grant, according to Carper, was
awarded in December and once paperwork
is signed, the Foundation has two years
to spend the money. “It was awarded in

money. And we have two years to spend
it once we sign the agreement. We agreed
in the application that we would spend it
by 2026. I'm sure you can extend it if you
need to.”

The grant is slated to fund work on the
oldest part of the trail from Elkins to Par-
sons, Carper said. “The project is on the
oldest part of Allegheny Highlands Trail,
which is from Elkins to...Parsons,” Carper
said. “A lot of it is maintenance. There
has been such different maintenance on
this trail for so long.”

There had been work started and com-
pleted in Tucker County under a previous
grant, according to Carper. The previous
grant saw the installation of new bollards
and paving along the trail, Carper said.
This new grant will also see some refur-
bishing, according to Carper. “Some of it
has already been done here in the Tucker
County area,” Carper said. “If you noticed
paving that was done, that was the last
grant that we had. They did some paving
and they put in some new yellow folding
bollards. So they don't come out and they
don't have those receivers that stick out of
the ground. They stay put. Which is what
we are going to put on the whole trail, all
the way into Elkins with this grant project”

Carper said the initial Parsons project
was going to be a new kiosk at the rail-
road bridge, but with the placement of one
there already, she is open to hearing what
the City would like to see. One project
that was discussed was the development at
Corricks Ford Battlefield. “What we dis-
cussed briefly was some of the develop-
ment that you are doing down near where
Corricks Ford is. Maybe we could put a
kiosk or some structure there that would
improve and contribute to your develop-
ment in that area,” Carper said. “I would
totally be open to discussing how we could
adjust our grant project to provide some-
thing for the City of Parsons. We certainly
want to include you in the project.”

Carper said she was in need of funding
that would help leverage other organiza-
tions into giving, as well. According to
Carper, every funding body she approaches
wants to know what other entities have
given or who else she has approached.
“What I need is some funding that I can
help leverage some more funding,” Carper
said. “Because everybody I have asked

Karen Carper, President and founder of the Highlands Trail Foundation, addresses
the City of Parsons Council February 18th. Carper approached the Council request-
ing a donation towards a grant match for a federal grant for the trail system.

them? What are you getting from them?
And I am going to see the Tucker County
Commission in a couple of weeks and
they are going to want to know.”

Carper said she had already received
funding from the Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau in both Tucker and Randolph
Counties and from the City of Elkins for
the grant match. “Fortunately, I did get
some funding from the CVB,” Carper
said. “So I have funds from the CVB, both
in Tucker County and Randolph County.
I have some funding from the City of
Elkins.”

One of her next stops besides the Tucker
County Commission will be the Randolph
County Commission, Carper said. “I'm
hoping to go to the Commission, the Ran-
dolph County Commission,” Carper said.

Carper said she is trying to raise $25,000
of the $50,000, as her foundation has half
of the grant match currently. “If I can pull
it all together, Highlands Trail Foundation
can probably cough up $20, 25,000 from
what we have in our account and will not
quite wipe us out, but close,” Carper said.
“I'm trying to get a match to match our
match, if you understand what I'm say-
ing.”

Carper said she hopes to accomplish
raising the funds through gifts of $5,000
from multiple entities. “If I could cob-
ble together these $5,000 gifts and put
together with what we have, then I think
we can write a check for $50,000,” Carper
said.

Carper said she did not need the money

pledge for now and would invoice for the
money when it was needed for the grant
match at signing. “When I spoke with
the grants person today, she said it wasn't
going to be right away,” Carper said. “I
would be happy with a pledge if this isn't
a great time for you. If the council would
be able to pledge $5,000, I could invoice
it when we need it. Whatever works for
you.”

City Recorder Richard Lemons sug-
gested that Carper reached out and con-
tact the construction companies working
on Corridor H in the area of the Allegh-
eny Highlands Trail like Kokosing, spe-
cifically was mentioned. Carper said she
had not thought to reach out to them, but
would be contacting not only Kokosing,
but other construction firms in the area as
well about donating. “They tore up pretty
bit sections of the trail out there,” Lemons
said. “So, you might be able to get some
money out of them and get them a plaque
out there saying donated by Corridor H
construction Kokosing.”

The Council agreed to put the issue on
the Harman Draw in the upcoming weeks
and agreed that Carper could tell other
entities that the City was taking the matter
under consideration. No amount of dona-
tion was determined at the meeting.

Carper said she appreciated the contri-
bution and would like to help the City of
Parsons to develop the area around Cor-
ricks Ford. “I would appreciate the con-
tribution and the help,” Carper said. “We
would like to help you, too get what you

December,” Carper said. “So its 2024  has said, well what have you gotten from immediately and would be happy with a  want down there at that development.”
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News of Record

Thefollowing property transfershavebeenrecorded
in the Tucker County Magistrate office:

Brian Christopher Quattro, of Davis, wascharged
with one felony count of Malicious or unlawful
assault; assault, battery; penalties. According
to the complaint, on Sunday, Feb. 16 Cpl. C.R.
Summerfield ofthe Tucker County Sheriff’s Office
(TCSO)receivedacomplaint from Tucker County
Communications 911 that advised a male subject
was struck in the head with a baseball bat. 911
advised that the caller was in Davis and the subject
had left the scene.

While en-route he received information from 911
that the victim and the caller were going to meet
EMS andlaw enforcementnearthe Thomas Bridge.
Summerfield arrived on scene and observed the
victim in the passenger seat holding a bloody
cloth on the right side of his head. Summerfield
was advised by the victim that his brother, Brian
Quattro, showed up at his residence and struck
him in the head with a bat. He was also advised
that the defendant also struck a dog with the bat.
911 advised of another call on South Euclid Ave.
involving someone attempting to get inside of
a residence. While Sgt. Irk of the TCSO was
responding Summerfield obtained information
from the victim that he believed it was the suspect
attempting to talk to his wife. Summerfield, Zirk
and Natural Resources Police Officer J. Prickett
responded and discovered that the suspect was at
the residence attempting to his wife but left prior
to their arrival.

911 advised thatthey received information that the
suspect was back at the residence. Summerfield
and pricket responded and they observed blood on
the door of the residence but he was not located.
Summerfield spoke to a juvenile at the residence
who stated the suspect was there shining aflashlight
around but left before officers arrived.
Zirklocated the suspectnear the Grant County Bank
in Davis. He was detained and when other officers

arrived on scene he allegedly stated that when he
got out it was probably going to get a lot worse for
the peopleinvolved. He was arrested and placed in
West Virginia State Trooper C.A. Hawkins’ patrol
vehicle. While en-route to TVRJ Hawkins stated
the suspect became combative and kicked him in
the head while he was driving. The suspect was
transportedto DMC by EMS. Hawkins and another
WYVSP unit responded with EMS to DMC.
Summerfield received information that the victim
was receiving medical care at Garrett Medical
Center. The officer spoke with the original called
who stated that she observed the suspect show up
at the residence and strike the victim in the head
with the bat. She also provided the officer with
a photo of the suspect outside the residence with
what appeared to be a baseball bat in his hand.
Brian Christopher Quattro, of Davis, was
charged with one felony count of Destruction of
Property and two misdemeanor counts of Battery
on an Officer. According to the statement on
Sunday, Feb. 16 at approximately 8:41 p.m. State
Trooper C.A. Hawkinsrespondedtothe Davis area
to assist Tucker County Sheriff’s deputies with a
complaint of a domestic dispute. While en-route
he was advised that the deputies had the suspect
in custody near the Grant County Bank.
Atapproximately 9:28 p.m. Hawkins took custody
of the suspect to transport him to Tygart Valley
Regional Jail. While en-route, the suspectbecame
increasingly irateand began violently kicking while
in the back of the patrol car. He struck the officer
in the back of the head on two occasions while
kicking nearly causing the officer to lose control
and wreck. The suspect also caused damage to
the handheld microphone, radio mount, laptop
mount and dash area of Hawkins’ patrol car. The
total estimated value of damaged equipment is
approximately $9,023. The suspect made several
comments that he was going to kick the laptop
through the windshield.

Hawkins pulled off the roadway and regained
control of the suspect before he was transported
viaEMS to Davis Medical Center duetoself-reports
of having a manic episode/panic attack.

After being medically cleared the suspect was
transported to TVRIJ.

Thefollowing property transfershavebeenrecorded
in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:

Land of Canaan Home OwnersAssociation Inc.,
DryFork District, Interestin Unit B4 Week 2, Land
of Canaan vacation resort Inc. to Russell Canter
and Brittany Canter, $850.

Christopher J. Ujvagi and Shannon E.
Anderson-Ujvagi, Dry Fork District, Unit 2-A,
.085 acres Windwood Duplex Unit 2 A to Kenneth
B. Ball and Teresa L. Ball, $242,500.

Harry W. Hardy and Carolyn S. Hardy, Black
Fork District, .504 acres to Marshall Whisner and
Heather Whisner, $20,000.

Charles Edward Burnside and Debra Ann
Senese, Black Fork District, 103 acres more or
less to Kevin John Puglise, $400,000.

Franz Harb and Shelagh Sitterson, Fairfax
District, 1.30 acres, Coketon to Paul Lucchesi,
$156,000.

Judson Eversole and Carole Eversole, Dry
Fork District, Interest in Unit E2 Week 18 Land
of Canaan Vacation Resort Inc. to Land of Canaan
Home Owners Association Inc., $555.50.

Land of Canaan Home Owners Association
Inc. Dry Fork District, interest in Unit A2 Week
2 Land of Canaan Vacation Resort Inc. to Jeffrey
Walker, $800.

John R. Shomo, Trustee; Shomo Family Trust,
DryFork District, interestin UnitA5 Week 36 Land
of Canaan Vacation Resort Inc. to Land of Canaan
Home Owners Association Inc., $100.
CoryDibartolomeo and Rebekah Warren/FKA/
Rebekah Diabartolomeo, Parsons Corporation,
Parcel 2 Quality Hill to Trenton Dibartolomeo,
$110,000.
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Council at the meeting. “I didn't know
if there was anything the City had that
was like a blanket,” Metzner said. “The
churches, we have like if we are doing
something on the property we have
like a blanket that covers everything.
I wasn't sure on that. We need to talk
about that.”

Metzner said she had been help-
ing those in need in the community
for years. “I've been doing this for
years with people in the community,”
Metzner said. “I took a man out from
under the bridge down here and kept
him in my basement for a month.”

Metzner said she has spent a lot of
her own money over the years to help
out those stranded or in need in the
community. “I've spent over a $1,000
myself keeping people in little B&Bs,
Blackwater Lodge and whatever,”
Metzner said.

According to Metzner, changes in her
life have made her less able to continue
to take transitory individuals into her
home. “My husband was alive then and
my brother was living with us then,”
Metzner said. “Now I'm by myself and
I'm not comfortable doing

summer we had five homeless people in
the county and we worked with them.
We kept them in water, we kept them
with food, we kept them with all kinds
of necessities, but I'm more or less talk-
ing about somebody who might be here
for two or three days. Just depending
on what the weather was and what their
occurrence was.”

Council Members Melissa Jones and
Tim Turner mentioned that the only
property outside of municipal use facil-
ities under City ownership are FEMA
lots along the flood plane, which are
heavily restricted on use and building
restrictive. “We have all the FEMA
lots, but there are all the restrictions on
it about housing,” Jones said. “And I
understand that it would be movable,
but that's something that Mike (Sim-
mons) would have to contact FEMA
about because usually if they have a
camper or something set up on it, it
does not have electric and water hook
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up.

Council Member Seth Rosenau
agreed that the FEMA lots had too
many restrictions to be a viable option.

“Even on the FEMA lots if someone
were to change the grade,” Rosenau
said. “If somebody was to put gravel or
anything like that, it has to be approved
by FEMA. We do own a lot of prop-
erty along the river. That's why a lot of
people has gardens on them because it
doesn't change the landscape as far as
FEMA standards.”

Rosenau did commend Metzner and
the Association for the work they do
for the homeless in the community.
“But if we were to put

terial Association. Council Member
Jones thought of one private one, but
most of the Council could not think of
any that would suit the Association's
needs. “But I don't know a property that
would fit that bill,” Rosenau said.

The Mayor and Council agreed to
work with the Ministerial Association
and talk further on the issue. The Coun-
cil decided to get in touch with Metzner
and the Association later to discuss the
matter further at a later date.

a tiny house, which is
a great idea,” Rosenau
said. “We know you do
awesome work. Actu-
ally we've had people
come in here before and
we talk about you and

Advicate

everything that they've
been doing, you're asso-
ciation with the home-
less.”

The Council struggled
to think of properties in
the City that would suit
the needs of the Minis-

anything like that.”

Metzner said she had
been working on this for
years, but this is the first
that a donation like this
has been made. “I've
been wanting to work
with this for a long time,”
Metzner said. “I've had
many different ideas, but
this is the first time that
I've ever had anything
given to me to take care
of this problem.

When questioned by
Council Member Kathy
DiBacco if the building
was going to be a home-
less shelter, Metzner
replied that the structure
was not intended to be
a homeless shelter, but
strictly for transient use.
“Its not anything big like
a homeless shelter,” Met-
ner said. “Its just going
to be something, a transi-
tion place where people
can contact maybe family
members and make sure
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Tucker County Fair Board is taking sealed bids for a
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can go. The winter is the
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PARSONS ADVOCATE LETTERS TO EDITOR POLICY

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O.
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime
telephone number, name and address. This
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it
will be published. All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate. The Parsons
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or
reject letters. Personal attacks, lies, and
etc. will not be published.

The views expressed in letters are not
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not
considered as letters to the editor. When
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics
or bold. Use punctuation, upper and lower
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us
at 304-478-3533.
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Austin Jack Allen Lawrence

Austin Jack Allen Law-
rence, age 26 years, a resi-
dent of Elkins, WV departed
this life Monday, February
17, 2025 as a result of inju-
ries sustained in an automo-
bile accident.

He was born Sunday,
September 13, 1998 at
Elkins, WV a son of Jack
Allen Lawrence II and wife
Melinda of Fairmont and
Tanya Lynn Bowers Coontz
of Winchester, VA. Also
surviving are his compan-
ion, Brittany Renee Knotts
of Elkins; his grandfather,
Jack Allen Lawrence, Sr. of
Parsons; one uncle, Adam
Lawrence of Philippi; spe-
cial cousin, Darran Nugent
Coontz of Belington; niece,
Vaedah Zimmerman who
he adored; great aunts and
uncles, Rex and Tammy
Lawrence of Alum Creek,
Greg and Clara Lawrence of
Belington, Shelly and Frank
Krizner of Philippi, Keith
McDonald of TX, Eric and
Debbie McDonald of Paw
Paw, Denise McConnel of
Winchester, VA, and Rodney

Coontz of Belington; numer-
ous cousins and friends.

Preceding him in death are
his maternal grandparents,
Randy and Susan Moran
Coontz; and his paternal
grandmother, Alicia McDon-
ald Lawrence; two uncles,
Lorren James Lawrence and
Randall Coontz; and one
aunt, Lisa Coontz Holsberry.

He was a graduate of
Tucker County High School
with the Class of 2018, had
worked for the Hinchcliff
Lumber Company, Bar One
at Elkins and currently in the
Meat Department at Shop &
Save as a meat cutter.

Austin  enjoyed lifting
weights and working out and
was an avid outdoorsman.
He loved ramping, caving,
swimming, hiking, hunt-
ing, camping and picking
huckleberries. Growing up
he attended the Hambleton
Pentecostal Church of God
and more recently the Gospel
Light Tabernacle at Elkins.

The family received
friends at the Lohr & Barb
Funeral Home of Elkins from
4 to 7 PM, Friday. On Satur-
day morning, February 22,
2025 Austin will be moved
to the Gospel Light Taber-
nacle at Elkins, where friends
called from 10:00 AM to
12:00 Noon the funeral hour.
The Reverend A. H. Belt will
officiate and interment will
follow at the Parsons City
Cemetery at Parsons, WV.
The Lohr & Barb Funeral
Home is honored to be in
charge of the arrangements
for Austin Jack Allen Law-
rence. Condolences may be
expressed to the family at
www.lohrbarbfuneralhome.
com

Mr. M. Alan Flanagan

Mr. M. Alan Flanagan of
Dryfork, WV passed away
on Monday February 10,
2025 at the age of 82.

Alan was born to the par-
ents of Kermit and Agnes
Flanagan on January 22,
1943 in Thomas, WV. He
grew up as the youngest of
three children and gradu-
ated High School in West
Virginia. Alan worked on
the Flanagan family Farm
and supported his family as
a Cargo Ramp Agent and
trainer at Dulles International

Airport in Virginia.
Alan is survived by his
son FEric Flanagan, grand-

son Dane Flanagan, grand-
daughter Madeline Jn. Louis,
great granddaughter Zaya Jn.
Louis, sister Betty Sue Ward-
rope, 2 Nieces, and 2 Neph-
ews. Alan is preceded in
death by his wife MaryAnn
Flanagan, his son Jessee Fla-
nagan, parents Kermit and
Agnes Flanagan, and brother
William Frank Flanagan.

Services will be held at
01:00PM on March 29, 2025
at the Red Creek Bethel
Church Laneville Rd in Dry-
fork, WV 26263.

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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Ashley  Nicole Crakes
Novallis, age 42, a resident of
Davis, WV departed this life
Saturday evening, February
15, 2025 at her home, follow-
ing the most courageous battle
with metastatic breast cancer.
She had been in declining
health for the past few years,
although death was unex-
pected.

She was born September
17, 1982 in Elkins, WV, the
daughter of Sheila and Terry
Blosser of Parsons, WV
and Patrick Jr. and Michelle
Crakes of Columbus, OH/
Manhattan Beach, CA, all sur-
viving. She grew up in a beau-
tiful, blended family, where
she formed close bonds with
her bonus parents. She was so
very thankful for all of them.

Ashley’s most cherished
role was being a mother to
her two young sons; Dea-
con Christopher Novallis
and Jaxon Matthew Noval-
lis. They were her primary
motivation daily. She was a
devoted mother and adored
them with a love that had no
bounds. She strived to teach
her boys resilience, to be
kind and spirited, as she role
modeled it daily. She was so
proud of them and they were
her absolute pride and joy.
She was their biggest fan. She
enjoyed watching them com-
pete in their sports, play and
spend time with their friends,
going on four-wheeler rides,
having spontaneous dance
parties, and just enjoying
quality time with their loved
ones.

Ashley was known from a
young age as a natural born
leader and her character
shined during her six-year
fight with cancer. Her life was
a testament to living fully in
the moment and never

wavering in her roles and
responsibilities, characterized
by a determination to carry on
no matter what.

She was a graduate of
Tucker County High School,
Class of 2000, where she was
an active member of the school
community and a cheerleader
all four years. After High
School, she attended Indiana
University where she was a
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Ashley Nicole Novallis

member of the Alpha Xi Delta
Sorority, graduating with a
Bachelor’s of the Arts (BA)
with a double major in Clas-
sical Civilization and Political
Science, in 2004. Later, she
attended West Virginia Uni-
versity where she received a
Masters of Public Adminis-
tration (MPA) in Finance, in
2009.

She started her working
career while still an under-
graduate student by securing
a prestigious internship with
then West Virginia U.S. Rep-
resentative, now U.S. Senator
Shelly Moore Capito, serving
during her junior and senior
years. The summer experi-
ences at the U.S. Capital in
Washington D.C.  further
ignited an intense interest in
the public sector as well as a
drive to experience life to its
fullest.

As aresult, after undergrad-
uate, she went on to hold sev-
eral positions in various areas
connected to the U.S. Federal
Government in Washington
D.C,, including KinderCare
Education.

She then returned to uni-
versity to obtain her Mas-
ter’s Degree, during which
she was a Graduate Fellow
for the West Virginia House
of Delegates, Judiciary Com-
mittee. Upon graduation, she
worked for the State of West
Virginia as a Business Ana-
lyst and then for Deloitte and
Maryville consulting groups,
solving technology and infor-
mation issues for various U.S.
Government clients, including
the Department of Defense.

In 2021, she joined Apptio/
IBM in their Americas Public
Sector and was most recently
VP, Americas for Partner Eco-
system. She led by example
with confidence, determina-
tion, and had an unstoppable
work ethic. Her professional
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influence is best summed up
by a close colleague; “The
impact of her passing is felt
and recognized across our
organization. From all facets
of our business, Ashley made
such a profound impression,
both for the quality of her
work, as well as the quality of
her character.”

In addition to her par-
ents, she is survived by her
two handsome sons, Deacon
Christopher Novallis (12) and
Jaxon Matthew Novallis (9),
along with their father, Chris-
topher Novallis; She was the
oldest of her 5 siblings: Jason
Crakes (41), Walker Blosser
(26) and partner Brandon
Robinson, Cassandra Crakes
(24), Joshua Crakes (22), and
Ella Crakes (20); nephew,
Levi Howard; niece, Brooklyn
Howard; Aunts and Uncles,
Linda and Wayne Cutright,
Matthew Crakes and Caroline
Shen , Ken Teagarden, Linda
Teagarden, several other lov-
ing aunts, uncles, cousins, and
several close friends whom
she considered family, espe-
cially Erin, Samantha, and
Rachel.

She was preceded in death
by her grandparents Geraldine
and Ken Teagarden, Patrick
Crakes Senior and Dashiella
Brogan, Sam and Shirley
Blosser, her Uncle Glen Tea-
garden, and aunt Donna Tea-
garden.

Our beloved Ashley fought
with such strength, grace,
resilience, and unwavering
courage as she lived life to the
fullest. She endured her can-
cer battle with her legendary
good humor that always saw
her as the life of the party. She
was fierce and refused to let
cancer define her and though
our hearts are shattered, we
find comfort in the inspiration
and example she provided for
all who knew her.

She was larger than life and
her absence will forever leave
an irreplaceable void. Her
fearless spirit will continue to
live on in those who had the
honor and privilege to know
and love her. She will forever
remain in our hearts, guiding
us through the days ahead as
we honor her incredible jour-
ney.

There will be a small, pri-
vate ceremony during the
week of February 24, 2025
to support the boys and her
immediate family. The fam-
ily appreciates everyone’s
respect of that privacy.

In the spring, there will be
a larger gathering to celebrate
Ashley’s life. When this plan
is finalized, this information
will be shared.

Ashley’s number one prior-
ity was always the care of her
two young boys. So, in lieu of
flowers, we have established
"The Ashley Crakes Noval-
lis Fund" through the Tucker
Community Foundation to
gather donations in support of
her sons.

**Anyone who wants to
donate needs to specify Ash-
ley's name so the foundation
knows where to make the
deposit**

If you would like to donate,
you can do so by:

+ Calling (304) 478-2930
and paying via card over the
phone

* Mailing a check to:

Tucker Community Foun-
dation

PO Box 491

Parsons, WV 26287

Following the contribution
link below in charity dona-
tions and scroll to the bottom
of the page for the PayPal
link. Thank you in advance
for your generosity. The entire
family is eternally grateful.




Page 4 — The Parsons Advocate - February 26, 2025

Conservation groups condemn recent mass firings at US Forest
Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service

ELKINS, W.Va.—The West Vir-
ginia Highlands Conservancy, the
Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alliance and
Friends of the 500th have condemned
the Trump administration’s decision
to terminate thousands of U.S. For-
est Service, United States Fish and
Wildlife Service and National Park
Service employees across the coun-
try. The layoffs affect crucial staff—
including many who live and work
in West Virginia and Virginia—who
have long served as stewards of our
shared natural heritage.

According to recent reports,
approximately 3,400 U.S. Forest Ser-
vice employees (10% of the work-
force) and 1,000 National Park Ser-
vice staff (5% of the workforce) have
been fired, many while still in their
probationary period. The Monon-
gahela National Forest—which was
already chronically understaffed—
now faces even greater challenges.
The George Washington and Jeffer-
son National Forests, which stretch
into parts of West Virginia and Vir-
ginia, face the same crisis.

In 2024, the New River Gorge
National Park and Preserve gener-
ated over $96 million in tourism dol-
lars and helped support more than a
thousand local jobs in West Virginia,
according to the National Park Ser-
vice. In 2023, tourism to Shenandoah
National Park contributed $114 mil-
lion to the local economy in Virginia.
That spending supported 1,351 jobs
in the local area and had a cumula-
tive benefit to the local economy of
$156 million. Record visitation at
our national forests and state parks is
breathing new life into small towns
once overshadowed by a century of
resource extraction.

Statement by Marilyn Shoenfeld,
President, West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy and Friends of the
500th:

“It is with great sadness and

mounting frustration that I report
the sudden firing of U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Ecological Services
staff stationed at Canaan Valley
National Wildlife Refuge on Friday,

February 14. This arbitrary decision,
made without notice, or plan, further
compounds devastating layoffs of
our U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and National
Park Service employees. Who will
now protect and preserve our pub-
lic lands—including our wetlands,
streams, and unique ecological sys-
tems—that keep our water drinkable,
our air breathable and our wildlife
safe? We must act now and stand
together to put an end to this mad-
ness.”

Statement by Olivia Miller, Pro-
gram Director at the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy:

“We are deeply concerned by
this attack on our National Forest
system, national parks, and their
employees—and we’re dismayed by
the apparent silence from so many of
our state’s leaders. Last Friday, hard-
working West Virginians who have
been working tirelessly to keep our
forests healthy and our parks thriv-
ing went to work only to discover
they were out of a job by day’s end.
Where is the dignity in that?

“Our national forests and parks
aren’t just scenery—they’re woven
into the fabric of who we are as
Americans. They provide us all with
clean water, clean air and irreplace-
able opportunities for hunting, fish-
ing, hiking and family recreation.
Our Forest Service employees not
only protect these natural treasures
but also keep our trails well main-
tained, safeguard wildlife and ensure
that our campgrounds and forests
remain free of litter. We are proud
to have worked alongside these pro-
fessionals over the years, many of
whom have served on our board. Our
missions go hand in hand.

“Many communities through-
out West Virginia’s highlands have
proud, generational ties to the U.S.
Forest Service, and this wave of lay-
offs risks derailing local initiatives
focused on conservation, recreation
and economic development. Watch-
ing so many dedicated professionals
lose their jobs is devastating. We call

on every West Virginian to contact
their representatives and demand
immediate action to halt these lay-
offs and reinvest in our forests and
parks. Our public lands deserve
robust, long-term investment that
will sustain our communities and
protect our natural heritage for gen-
erations to come.”

Statement from Andrew Young,
Staff Attorney at the Allegheny-Blue
Ridge Alliance:

“It’s no secret that conservation-
ists and federal land managers don’t
always agree on every project. Yet
we share a core mission: to safeguard
the public interest, protect our trea-
sured landscapes, and preserve our
natural heritage for the generations
who will follow us. The skilled civil
servants now losing their jobs have
spent their careers working toward
those same ideals—even when we
debated the details, our commitment
to the land itself was mutual.

“Instead of tearing down the work-
force that keeps our lands healthy
and accessible, we should be grow-
ing sustainable outdoor economies—
especially in regions like rural Appa-
lachia, where responsible recreation
and conservation jobs can genuinely
lift up communities. I urge everyone
who values our public lands to stand

up and demand accountability: reach
out to elected officials, join grass-
roots efforts, and stand alongside the
people who steward these resources
in the public trust. Don’t let these
selfish men skin our country of its
riches. These workers need to know
we have their backs.”

About the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy:

Founded in 1967, the West Vir-
ginia Highlands Conservancy is one
of the state’s oldest environmental
advocacy organizations, dedicated to
protecting the natural resources and
beauty of the West Virginia high-
lands.

About the Allegheny-Blue Ridge
Alliance:

The Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alli-
ance is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to promoting and
protecting the environmental integ-
rity of the Allegheny-Blue Ridge
region and the surrounding Central
Appalachian Highlands of Virginia
and West Virginia.

About the Friends of the 500th:

The Friends of the 500th, estab-
lished in 1996, is a nonprofit dedi-
cated to supporting the Canaan Val-
ley National Wildlife Refuge, the
nation’s 500th National Wildlife
Refuge.

Blackwater Ministerial
Association Receives Grant
for New Food Pantry

The  Blackwater  Ministerial
Association (BMA) is pleased to
announce receipt of a $132,000
Directed Congressional Spending
Grant to support construction of
their new Food Pantry.

The grant was facilitated by for-
mer Senator Joe Manchin and marks
a pivotal moment for the non-profit
organization and its ongoing efforts
to serve the community.

The $84,390 match requirement
for the grant necessitated a local
fundraising effort. Tom Kucer,
BMA President, stated, “I am
pleased to announce the completion
of the fundraising drive for the con-
struction of our new facility. This
milestone has been achieved thanks
to the unwavering support and gen-
erosity of our donors, partners, and
community members.”

THANK YOU FOR READING

LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING

A meeting of the Stockholders of Miners & Merchants Bank of Thom-
as, West Virginia will be held at the Bank’s Main Office Building located
at 16000 Appalachian Highway, Thomas, West Virginia on Tuesday,
March 25, 2025, beginning at 1:00 p.m., for the purpose of electing a
Board of Directors for the ensuing year and transacting any other business
that may properly come before the meeting.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Town of Davis
Water System Improvements Project
Public Meeting
The Town of Davis will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 26, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. at Davis Town Hall. 505 William Avenue, Da-
vis, WV 26260 to discuss the Water System Improvements Project. The
purpose of this notice is to provide the public with an opportunity to be-
come acquainted with the proposed project and receive public comment.
Representatives from the Town of Davis, along with the project team,
will provide information on the scope of the proposed project, answer
questions and concerns about the project, and seek public input. State
funding will be used for this project.

LEGAL

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased Personal Representative(s)

Linda L. Goss Danny A. Goss

1st publication 2/19/25 8000 Uptown Ave.

2nd publication 2/26/25 Broomfield, CO 80021

Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of
first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice,
whichever is later.

Given under my hand this 4th day of February 2025.
Jennifer Newland
CEO

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

LEGAL

LEGAL

Notice of Public Comments for the 2025 Tucker County
Comprehensive Plan

Tucker County Planning Commission

The Tucker County Planning Commission will host two public meet-
ings to present the revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan. The
first meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, February 25, 2025, in the
Davis Town Hall (505 William Avenue) in Davis. The second meeting
is scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, February 27, 2025, in the Old Court-
house Courtroom (211 First Street) in Parsons.

A copy of the full text of the proposed 2024 Comprehensive Plan
is available for review at no charge at Five Rivers Public Library in
Parsons, the Mountaintop Public Library in Thomas, and the County
Clerk’s office in the Tucker County Courthouse in Parsons.

The revised Tucker County Comprehensive Plan is designed to provide
information and to serve as a resource for planning for the future of
Tucker County. The Comprehensive Plan is Tucker County’s official
guide for land use, housing, transportation, economic development,
infrastructure, public services, connectivity, tourism, and county de-
mographics. The Plan will serve as the County’s guiding document for
10 years into the future, protecting and enhancing the unique character
of our county.
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(2022-C-000044 - TUCKER COUNTY - BARBARA ZICKEFOOSE)

To: MEGA ENERGY, INC, BRENT J. MORSE, THE MORSE FAMILY SECURITY TRUST, SILVER
LININGS RESOURCES, LLC, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all
known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having
an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject
property.

DISTRICT ST. GEORGE MAP 9999 PARCEL 0110 0300 0000

You will take notice that BARBARA ZICKEFOOSE, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No.
2022-C-000044, located in ST. GEORGE District, OIL & GAS MINERAL INTERESTS 1050 AC & 308
AC & 49, which was returned delinquent and nonentered in the name of MEGA ENERGY ETAL, and was
sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of TUCKER County at the sale for the
delinquent taxes on June 27, 2023. BARBARA ZICKEFOOSE requests that you be notified a deed for such
real estate will be made on or after April 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such
real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before March 31, 2025 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 330.70
interest, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 10619.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number.

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022 - 10672.  § 218.72
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 217.60
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, $ 665.10
Secretary of State with interest.

Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 557.15
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order $  1,989.27

or certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2025 by paying the above total

less any unearned interest.

Given under my hand January 30, 2025

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.

Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and

Nonentered Lands of GREENBRIER County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
WYV State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Monitoring Requirements Not Met for
HAMRICK PSD WV3304704
Our water system violated drinking water monitoring requirements within the past year(s). Even though these
were not emergencies, you, as our customers, have a right to know what ha