
New Ministry Invites 
Community to Dig Deep

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
There is a new Min-

istry in Parsons.  Pastor 
Julie Davis, a Pastor with 

18 years of experience 
in Ministry and a Master 
of  Divinity from United 
Theological Seminary, is 
the Pastor of Deep Roots 

Global Methodist Church.
“I love Jesus and I feel 

called to share hope and 
words of life with people 
in our community,” Davis 
said. 

All are welcome at 
Davis' casual dress Church.  
The Church's website says 
to, “Come as you are, in 
jeans, shorts, whatever... 
just bring the fam and get 
here!”  Davis said they 
offer Live Modern Praise 
Music “in a place for 
everyone to grow deep 
roots in Jesus.”  The music 
is supplied by a live praise 
and worship band.

“Its so refreshing to be 
in the presence of God 

Tucker County Animal Shelter to Waive 
Adoption Fees Through End of July

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
The Tucker County Ani-

mal Shelter has announced 
that it will waive adoption 
fees on its animals through the end of 
July.  If successful, the program may be 
extended.  The measure is a response to 
a recent animal housing crisis shelters 
across the area are facing.

Tucker County Animal Shelter Director 
Stacey Canfield made the announcement 
at the Tucker County Commission meet-
ing July 9th. 

“Because we are full, we are doing 
waived adoption fees through the end of 
July,” Canfield said.  

Canfield said she understands that the 
move may spark controversy with some 
in the community questioning how the 
facility will continue to spay/neuter ani-
mals if they are not collecting adoption 
fees.  However, Canfield said that it is a 
bigger hit to the facility to keep caring 
and feeding animals in the facility that are 
not getting adopted out. 

“It is a big hit when we don't get any 
adoption fee to help us with the costs, but 

we're putting way more into animals  to 
just keep them there and continue to feed 
them and booster them and do all that 
then we are just adopting them out with a 
waived adoption fee,” Canfield said.

Canfield said the purpose of the pro-
gram was to assist those who may have 
been on the fence about adoption, but the 
cost of the fee has been what has been 
holding them back. 

“Everybody deserves somebody and if 
an adoption fee is what is holding some 
people back, we can fund raise and we 
can step up and do what we need to do 
to help these animals and to help these 
people,” Canfield said.

Canfield said if the program is suc-
cessful, there is a possibility it may be 
extended.

“Now through the end of July to see 
how it is going to go, if we have some 
success, we are going to continue to 
lengthen that out,” Canfield said.  
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ROAD CLOSURE
US 219 (Seneca Trail), will have inter-

mittent road closures beginning Monday, 
July 21, 2025, through Friday, August 15, 
2025, for overhead bridge work related to 
Corridor H 

TUCKER COUNTY, WV – US 219 
(Seneca Trail), will have intermittent road 
closures for up to 40 minutes, from 7:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily, from Monday, 
July 21, 2025, through Friday, August 15, 

2025, excluding Saturday and Sunday. 
Work begins 2.70 miles north of the Ran-
dolph County line and ends approximately 
1.00 mile south of County Route 219/10 
(Moore Station Road), for overhead 
bridge work related to Corridor H. Special 
accommodation will be made for emer-
gency vehicles and school buses only. All 
other motorists are advised to plan accord-
ingly and use alternate routes as necessary. 

Residents Seek Zoning 
Over Ridgeline Project

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
Local residents Mike Goss and Shaena 

Crossland asked the Tucker County Com-
mission July 9th regarding the proposed 
power plant between Davis and Thomas.  
Their comments came as part of the Com-
mission's regular morning meeting.

Both Goss and Crossland asked the 
Commission to bring zoning into the proj-
ect.  They said that there was a need to 
place zoning in the County to stop the proj-

ect and any future AI projects, data centers 
or micro grids. 

“I think now is the time for you guys to...
bring zoning into where we don't want the 
AI centers, the data centers and the micro 
grids,” Goss said. 

One of the main arguments for zon-
ing, according to Crossland stems from 
statements made at the recent community 
meeting with representatives from the 
Air Quality Division of the West Virginia 

Shaena Crossland, pictured, joined Mike 
Goss in asking the Tucker County Com-
mission to enact zoning over the pro-
posed Ridgeline Power Plant project 
near Davis and Thomas.

Resident Mike Goss, pictured, was one 
of two residents who asked the Tucker 
County Commission to enact zoning 
regarding the proposed Ridgeline Power 
Plant project near Davis and Thomas.

Swearing In

Town of Davis Mayor Al Tomson, left, swears in Davis Town Council Members July 
9th at Davis Town Hall.  From left: Jennie Helmick, Joe Holmes, Doug Martin and 
Jess Tucker.  Absent: Carrie Hawkins.

Tucker County Animal Shelter 
Struggles to Maintain 'No Kill' 

Status During Animal Crisis

“I know there's a lot of issues going on 
right now,” Tucker County Animal Shelter 

Director Stacey Canfield said.  “I know 
there's a lot of different opinions and fights 
and things that are happening right now, 
but I'm here asking for that same fire, pas-
sion to be spread throughout the County 
for the animals.”

Canfield has been in the midst of a crisis 
at the Shelter.  Like the rest of the State, 
Tucker County has seen a large influx of 
animals to it's Shelter recently, leading to 
overcrowding.  Canfield's addressed the 
Tucker County Commission on the issue 
at their regular July 9th meeting.  

“We are full and we are packed to the 
brim,” Canfield said.   “I say that because 
it is not just us, it is everywhere and our 
state is really, really feeling the wrath of 
this animal crisis, people can't afford to 
feed themselves and their children.”

In the month of June alone, the Shelter 
took in 30 cats and 19 dogs, according to 
Canfield.  The new arrivals brought the 
total number of dogs in the facility up to 
34.  

The Shelter relies heavily on foster fam-
ilies to help take the load off of the facility.  

Tucker County Animal Shelter Direc-
tor Stacey Canfield informs the Tucker 
County Commission of the problems 
facing shelters in recent months.

“We are doing waived adoption fees 
through the end of July,” Canfield 

said. 

Town of Davis to 
Consider Annexation

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
Town of Davis Mayor Al Tomson has 

begun considering annexation of property 
along Route 48.  The announcement was 
made to the Davis Town Council during 
the Council's regular meeting July 9th. 

“I'm going to start looking at some 
annexation and its not associated with the 
Power Plant, but its associated with the 
building that is going out Route 48 on the 
right hand side,” Tomson said.

Tomson said he was considering annex-
ing property along 48 starting at the 
National Youth Science Academy and 
properties being developed by Western 

Pocahontas, among others.  Tomson gives 
justification for the measure due to the 
Town providing utilities to the area. 

“The rationale is because we already 
provide water to the science camp, Sci-
ence Academy, and we are going to pro-
vide sewer to all of those people and 
water eventually,” Tomson said.  “So if 
we provide services then it makes sense 
that they would be within the city limits 
of Davis.”

Tomson said that he has only begun to 
explore the process of annexation for the 
properties. 

“I'm starting to look at that process,” 
Tomson said.

Town of Davis Considers 
No Camping Ordinance

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
The Town of Davis is considering 

adopting a No Camping Ordinance 
within Town limits, according to Town 
of Davis Mayor Al Tomson.  Tomson 
informed the Davis Town Council July 
9th that the matter arose from talks he 
has had with Town Manager Joni Felton.

“Joni and I have talked about a camp-
ing ordinance in Davis,” Tomson said.  

The ordinance would be designed 
around prohibiting camping in Town 
limits, not allowing campers to be set up 
in Town limits and not allowing Airbnb 
units to be established in campers in 
Town. 

“Where there's no camping and you 

can't put a camper in there and you can't 
put an Airbnb in a camper,” Tomson said.

A list of considerations for the ordi-
nance has been forwarded to the Town 
Attorney to be drawn into a draft ordi-
nance for the Town Council, Tomson 
said.  

“When that is finished, I will present 
that to you all to either approve or not 
approve an ordinance for No Camping in 
Davis,” Tomson said.

Tomson said the drafting of the ordi-
nance is a preemptive measure due to 
concerns that have arisen that it may be 
needed in the near future. 

“We have some concerns that may be 
coming so that is why the ordinance is 
preemptive,” Tomson said.
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Department of Environmental Protection who are oversee-
ing Fundamental Data's Air Quality Permit on the project. 

Representatives at the meeting had stated that since 
Fundamental Data had not expressly stated who the end 
user for the energy produced would be, HB 2014 did not 
apply to the project and had no affect on how they would 
approach the project.  However, even if data centers were 
the end users, the representatives also said it would gener-
ally have little affect on air quality emissions. 

“One of the major things that I took away from the 
meeting was that Mr. Kessler and Mr. Williams stating 
that at the current time that HB 2014 really has no bearing 
on this proposed plan,” Crossland said.

Crossland said that the fact that HB 2014 does not apply 
gives the County to opportunity to implement zoning to 
protect the health and safety of the residents of the County.   
Crossland complimented and thanked the County for its 

work on the County's Comprehensive Plan. Crossland 
said she is still reviewing the document, but found it con-
tains a lot of useful and interesting information,  

“I think we should take advantage of this small window 
of opportunity we have here according to what the DEP 
said and I urge you guys to move into setting some stan-
dards of proper zoning and reasonable and ethical industry 
practices that will support this plan,” Crossland said. 

Crossland also spoke on the need for the community 
to come together.  Crossland said there is a mindset that 
those that move here are not “locals.”  Crossland urged the 
Commission to talk to those they encounter in the com-
munity to combat the issue.

“If you are hearing this kind of stuff, I want to first of 
all, say thank you,”  Crossland said.  “I do have faith that 
you, like me, are encouraging the importance of being a 
good neighbor and of working together.”

Crossland said that she felt that many newer residents in 
the area's voices are not being taken as seriously as others 
are. 

“You live here, you pay taxes here, you vote here, you're 
voice should hold as much weight regardless as to whether 
you've lived here three years or three generations,” Cross-
land said.

Crossland said that both sides of the issue have come 
to agreement on the issues of jobs and the welfare of the 
children of the area.  She said that they also needed to 
come together on the fact that the issue is not necessarily 
a left vs right issue.

“So far people on both sides have agreed on at least 
two things: we need jobs and we want what's best for our 
kids,” Crossland said. 

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-
vocate.com or dropped off at our office at 
219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 
telephone number, name and address. This 
is for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 
etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.
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News of Record
The following criminal complaint has been filed 
i n the Tucker County Magistrate office:
•	 Oscar Antonio Reyes Ferman, Bladensburg, 

Md., was charged with one count of Driving 
Under the Influence of Alcohol and one count 
of Obstructing an Officer.  According to the 
complaint on Sunday, July 6 at approximately 
7:45 p.m. Trooper R.K. Stewart was dispatched 
to the area of Front Street in Thomas for a 
welfare check.  He was advised by Tucker 911 
that a male was in a silver Nissan Altima was 
reported to be slouched over the steering wheel.
Upon arrival he observed a silver Nissan 
matching the aforementioned description 
traveling Southbound on US48 near Cortland 
Acres.  He initiated a traffic stop on the 
aforementioned vehicle.
Upon initial contact, he identified the driver as 
the defendant.  He asked Ferman if he was okay 
in which he stated that he was.  The Trooper 
then smelled a strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage coming from Freman’s person.  He 
also observed Ferman’s eyes to be glassy and 
watery and he had slurred speech.  At this 
time Ferman was asked to exit the vehicle to 
administer Field sobriety Tests in which he 
refused said tests.
Due to the totality of these circumstances, 
Ferman was placed under arrest for DUI 1st 
Offense and for Obstructing.
The Trooper did conduct a vehicle search in 
which he allegedly found a ¾ empty bottle of 
Jack Daniel’s Whiskey located in the trunk of 
the vehicle.
Ferman was transported to the Parsons Police 

Department for a secondary chemical test in 
which he refused.  He was then transported to 
the WVSP Parsons Detachment for processing, 
then to the TVRJ to await further arraignment. 
Individuals are presumed innocent until 
proven otherwise in a court of law.

The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
•	 John S. Davis, Black Fork District, Quit Claim 

Deed 0.62 acres to Justin K. Davis, Jacey R. 
Davis and Liam H. Davis.

•	 Paula Jean Harsh, Justin K. Davis Jacey R. 
Davis, Liam H. Davis and Heather Harper, 
Black Fork District, Tract One: 1.05 acres and 
Tract 2: 0.62 acres to James W. Minear and 
Joyce A. Minear, $149,000.

•	 Edward L. Tennant, Sr., Clover District, 1.1 
acres to Sandra L. Humphrey.

•	 Richard J. Harrell and Terri L. Harrell, 
Dry Fork District, Lot #12, Woods End, 0.167 
acres to Richard Joseph Harrell, Trustee, Terri 
Lynn Harrell Trustee; Richard Joseph Harrell 
and Terri Lynn Harrell Living Trust,

•	 Lee O. Miller, Dry Fork District, Lot #44, 
Black Bear Woods, Section III, containing 
1.1000 acres to Timothy R. Hausch and 
Melanie J. Hausch, $70,000.

•	 Jeffery R. Felton, Trustee; Jeffery R. Felton 
Trust Agreement, Dry Fork District, Tract 1 
containing 47.10 acres to John Felton.

•	 Jeffery A. McCroskey and Katherine L. 
McCroskey, Dry Fork District, Lot #22, 
Northface Section, Timberline Four Seasons 
Resort to Nathan S. Gainer and Chera N. 
Gainer, $799,000.

•	 Donald W. Helmick, Hendricks Corporation, 
Lots 27 and 28 Rosendorf Addition, Town of 
Hendricks to Kevin S. Helmick and Roberta 
Helmick.

•	 Eugene Nojek, Christina Nojek and Thomas 
Nojek, Hendricks Corporation, 2.92 acres to 
Roberts Estate Inc., $317,000.

•	 Mary G. Moore, Parsons Corporation, .29 
acres and 55 x 43 to Ryan Moore and Timothy 
Moore.

•	 Jane Higgins Marx, Successor Trustee; 
Jean E. Southworth Restated Trust, Parsons 
Corporation, Fiduciary Deed Lots 4 and 
5 Corick Addition to Deborah D. Hatfield, 
Christi Ann Flynn and Kellie Flynn.

•	 Appointee of the Honorable Christal G. 
Perry, Mark A. Hunter, State Auditor, 
Mega energy Inc., Silver Lining Resources 
LLC, Brent J. Morse, Maribeth Naughton, 
Trustee, Morse Family Security Trust, Mark 
A. Hunt, State Auditor and West Virginia 
state Auditors Office, St. George District, Gas 
and Mineral Interests 1,050 acres and 308 acres 
and 49.6 acres to Barbara Zickafoose, $4,000.

•	 Donald W. Helmick, Hendricks Corporation, 
Life Estate Lots 1 and 2 Rosendorf Addition, 
Town of Hendricks to David W. Helmick, 
Donald W. Helmick, Annette E. Rhodes and 
Kevin S. Helmick.

•	 Monica Smith Pearl, Dry Fork district, 
Tract #15, Phase II Beech Cove Timberline, 
Tract #42 Cabin Mountain, Section A to 
Jonathan P. Pearl, Trustee, Monica S. Pearl, 
Trustee; Jonathan P. Pearl and Monica S. Pearl 
Revocable Trust.
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The following information was supplied from Sheriff 
Jake Kopek's Report to the Tucker County Commis-
sion July 9th.

Felony Arrests – 3 
Arrested on Felonies – 2
Misdemeanor Arrests – 4
Misdemeanor Charges – 3
Misdemeanor Citations – 2
Hazardous Moving Violations Tickets – 3
Other Traffic Violation Tickets issued – 9
Hazardous Moving Violations Warnings issued – 14

Other Traffic Violation Tickets Warnings issued – 34
Motorist Assist/Broke Down Vehicle – 7 
Vehicle Crashes/Reports Generated – 2
Felony cases fielded resulting in police report – 0
Misdemeanor cases fielded resulting in police report – 6
Drugs Confiscated Street Dollar Amount –  $80
Other Contraband Confiscated – $80 
Job Tasks Completed – 162
Calls for Service/ 911 or Walk-in – 72
This report is missing the information for one officer 

who is currently on vacation. 

Horizons Academy and Hope, Love, and Charity 
Partner to Build New Community Center and 

School Facility at “The Smallest Church” Grounds
Eglon, WV – Horizons Academy, a growing Christian 

microschool, is proud to announce an exciting partnership 
with Hope, Love, and Charity at the Smallest Church to 
construct a new community center and educational facil-
ity. The building will be located on the historic grounds of 
Our Lady of the Pines – The Smallest Church in 48 States, 
a beloved landmark in Preston County.

The new facility will house Horizons Academy's 
expanding student body and will feature:

• Dedicated classrooms for individualized and small-
group learning

• A multipurpose activity space for events, recreation, 
and enrichment programs

• A fully equipped commercial kitchen to support com-
munity meals and student food programs

This collaboration is driven by a shared mission to serve 
local families and provide a nurturing, faith-centered 
educational environment. With plans to break ground in 
August, the project represents a vital step forward for both 

the school and the surrounding community.
“This new facility will not only meet the immediate 

needs of Horizons Academy’s students, but also provide 
a space where neighbors can come together, serve one 
another, and grow in faith and fellowship,” said Michelle 
Berry, Director of Horizons Academy.

Individuals or organizations interested in supporting 
this project or learning more are encouraged to contact: 
Michelle Berry at horizonsacademy23@gmail.com. Tax 
deductible donations may be sent to: Horizons Academy 
P.O. Box C Aurora, WV 26705. Please note “Building 
Fund” in the memo line. 

Stay tuned for updates as Horizons Academy and Hope, 
Love, and Charity bring this vision to life at one of West 
Virginia’s most unique and cherished landmarks.

Media Contact:
Michelle Berry
Horizons Academy
horizonsacademy23@gmail.com
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will be continued in the next issue

together and to have people that are 
committed to the Lord and want to 
usher in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in a modern way.  We do 
incorporate some Hymns from the 
past, but we are really looking to 
refresh people with a worship expe-
rience,” Davis said. 

Davis said that she feels that the 
Church has traditionally been a 
place of judgment and has not made 
those who have most needed it feel 
welcome.  Along with others in the 

community, Davis formed Deep 
Roots to serve the outsiders and the 
broken in the community in a set-
ting that sought to be welcoming 
and non-judgemental.

“I sense that the Traditional 
Church is a place where people 
have been judged, not welcomed,” 
Davis said.  “This new start of 
Church that we are partnering with 
each other, some people in the com-
munity and I, to do a new thing 
where its not judgy.  We're just lift-

ing up Jesus together and providing 
encouragement for people that are 
broken, but seeking healing from 
Jesus.”

Services begin with a light break-
fast at 10 a.m. with Worship at 11 
a.m. according to Davis.

Deep Roots Global Methodist 
Church is held at Hostetler Funeral 
Home located at 225 Walnut St. in 
Parsons.  For more information, go 
to www.deeprootsgmc.org or call 
Pastor Julie Davis at 304-704-1111.
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GC administrators present at Watermark conference
Sisler, Bowser discuss Garrett College’s deployment of PSS platform

Washington, D.C. – Two Garrett College administra-
tors presented at the Watermark Engage 2025 conference 
about the impact of employing Watermark’s Planning & 
Self-Study (PSS) platform for accreditation documenta-
tion.

Director of Institutional Effectiveness Dr. Kelli Sisler 
and Chief Academic Officer Christa Bowser’s presenta-
tion was entitled “Winning the Accreditation Game with 
Planning & Self-Study”. They discussed GC’s decision 
to acquire the PSS platform to enhance the College’s abil-
ity to effectively document its efforts to meet the Middle 
States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) stan-
dards of accreditation and requirements of affiliation.

Middle States is one of six regional accrediting bod-
ies for U.S. colleges and universities, and has served as 
GC’s accreditor since the College was created.

“The College has been extremely diligent in meeting 
– and exceeding – Middle States’ standards and require-
ments,” said Sisler, GC’s Middle States accreditation 
liaison officer (ALO). “Our goal in implementing PSS 
was to make sure all of our accreditation efforts were 
being appropriately documented as we approach our 
2027 reaccreditation.”

Sisler said Garrett has successfully integrated PSS 
“into every phase of the College’s accreditation cycle.”

“The College uses PSS for everything from General 
Education assessment and annual program reviews to 
strategic planning and evidence management,” noted 
Bowser, who said the platform’s built-in collaboration 
tools simplify cooperative assessment analysis.

Bowser said PSS has also made it easier to “align 

internal processes with Middle States standards while 
strengthening our ability to manage accreditation effi-
ciently and proactively.”

Sisler noted the College comprehensively documented 
how it met Middles States’ accreditation standards lead-
ing up to a successful 2020 reaccreditation, but the effort 
was labor-intensive.

“We came out of that 2020 reaccreditation knowing 

we needed a better platform for documenting our accred-
itation efforts,” said Sisler.

Sisler and Bowser’s presentation also highlighted 
key outcomes from the PSS implementation,  including 
increased staff engagement, improved data accessibility, 
and significant time savings.

Watermark serves more than 1,700 institutions with 
assessment and accreditation planning solutions.

Garrett College Chief Academic Officer Professor Christa Bowser, left, and Director of Institutional Effectiveness 
Dr. Kelli Sisler recently presented at the Watermark Engage 2025 conference in Washington, D.C.

TCF holds 35th Annual Uncle Sam’s Birthday Party 

PARSONS – The Tucker Community 
Foundation’s 35th annual Uncle Sam’s 
Birthday Party was held on July 4th in the 
Bear Paw Lodge at Canaan Valley Resort 
in Davis.

The event started with some social time 
and a dinner that included a petit fillet and 
crab cake before the elimination part of 
the evening started.  During the elimina-
tion there were door prize winners and 
every 25th ticket drawn won the chance to 
pick a balloon.  Each balloon contained a 
dollar amount between $250 and $1,000.  
The $250 winners were Carolyn Wad-
dell, Jason Myers, Judy Parsons, Nancy 
Dotson, Chip Chase and Michael Shaf-
fer.  The $400 winner was Tim Walsh. The 
$500 winners were Tim Knotts, Helga 
Mehring and Andrea & Bruce Dalton.  
The $600 winner was David Parsons, and 
the $1,000 winner was Blaine Steensland.  
Ticket # 250 was auctioned off for $4,500 
before the 246th draw.  The group of Kelly 
& Solena Roberts and Fred Meyer had the 
winning bid.  The last 5 tickets had the 
opportunity to split all of the remaining 
prize money.  However, since one of the 
last 5 did not want to split they were elimi-
nated one at a time until there was only 
one ticket left.  The final five were Julie 
Civiello who won $200, Derika Bower 
won $300, the group of Kelly and Solena 
Roberts and Fred Meyer won $400, Kim 
Roberts won $500 and the grand prize 

winner was Amanda Simmons who won 
$10,000.

The Foundation sold raffle tickets during 
the event for 4 different prize packages.  
This year the packages were:  The Green-
brier Package that included a 3 day 2 night 
weekend stay with a round of golf for two 
with everything included, patriotic golf 
bag and $300 to spend at the Greenbrier 
Resort, The eBike package that included a 
his and hers eBike from Blackwater Bikes 
in Davis, and 2 Tucker Packages that were 
made of items and gift certificates from 
businesses in the surrounding area that 
totaled over $6,000.  Kim Bowley won 
the Greenbrier Package that was worth 
$2,780.  James Snyder won the eBike 
Package that was worth $3,400.  Zachary 
Barwinczak won one of the Tucker Pack-
ages that was worth $3,010 and Nancy 
Dotson won the other Tucker Package 
that was worth $3,020.  “This year the 
Tucker Community Foundation gave 
away $28,610 worth of prizes between 
the cash prizes for the elimination dinner 
and the four packages that were raffled off 
at the event.” said Michael Moore, Chief 
Financial Officer at the Foundation.

“We had another record crowd at the 
event this year and everyone seemed to 
have a really good time and people were 
already talking about next year’s event.  
Donna Patrick, chairman of the Uncle 
Sam’s Committee, and the rest of the com-

mittee did a wonderful job as always.  The 
Foundation wants to thank the people that 
donated time, merchandise and money 
to make the event such a success.  We 
couldn’t do without everyone’s help” said 
Moore.  “Since this was the 35th Anni-
versary everyone in attendance received 
a commemorative plate from Fiesta Ware 
that was sponsored by Citizens Bank of 

West Virginia” said Moore. 
The Tucker Community Foundation 

uses the proceeds from the event to help 
fund their scholarship and grant programs.  
These programs issue over $1,300,000 in 
grants and over 45 different scholarships 
to students in our region.

This year’s official judge for the event 
was Mike Moore.

Amanda Simmons celebrating her winning of the $10,000.Amanda Simmons with Donna Patrick, chairman of the event and David Cooper as 
Uncle Sam.

Amanda Simmons and Uncle Sam, David Cooper stand in front of the elimination 
boards.
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NOTICE

ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking 
lots, basketball courts, 
resurfacing old asphalt, 
patchwork, seal coat-
ing – Machine laid and 
rolled – All Work guar-
anteed – Over 45 years 
experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competi-
tive prices and discounts 
– Free Estimates – 304-
472-8097.  WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 
304-478-2488 .
CONTINUOUS GUT-
TER NOW IN STOCK 
ON A MOBILE UNIT. 
Adkins  Home Center, 
Parsons. 304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMP-
ING SYSTEMS, SALES 
AND INSTALLATION.  
Rowan Drilling WV004493  
304-591 -0272;  304-704-
3764.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS GURANTEED! LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter protection for 
your home, backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-844-295-2840 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an additional 

10%. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

FIN
D US ON

Quality Control/
Cleaning Coordinator

Black Bear Resort is seeking a dis-
ciplined, dependable, and well-orga-
nized individual to join our in-office 
staff as a Quality Control/Cleaning 
Coordinator. 
Our ideal candidate would have expe-
rience in an office setting. 
Please apply in person at Black Bear 
Resort, Davis WV 26260 

Employment Opportunity

Request for Snowplowing Proposals 
2025-2026 Winter Season  

(with Option to extend for 3 years)

Northpoint Property Owners Association 
(NPOA) seeks qualified contractors 
to provide pro-posals for roadway 
snow plowing within the Northpoint 
subdivision in Canaan Valley for the 
2025-2026 winter season, with an option 
to extend the contract up to a maximum 
of three years. 

Please contact Mountaintop Realty 
(800) 624-4341 for the detailed scope of 
work statement and any other inquiries.  
Proposals due to NPOA (c/o Mountaintop 
Realty) by August 1, 2025. 

REQUEST FOR  
SNOWPLOWING PROPOSALS

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

Please run for 3 
weeks 

beginning: July 
2, 2025,  July 9, 

2025

 and July 16, 
2025

Block Ad in the 
Classifieds

Thank you 

Full-time Office Position with Benefits,
 Vacation and Sick Leave included

Paid Holidays
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM Monday - Friday

Requirements:  Proficiency in Microsoft Office. Possess excellent communication skills, 
both verbal and written.  Must be self-motivated, able to prioritize, and multitask effectively.  

Duties included but not limited to: Working in a polite and acceptable manner assisting 
the public and coworkers, preparing daily deposits, answering calls, and performing 
daily office duties including elections, some overtime required.  

Further details may be discussed during the interview process.

Cover letter and resume will only be accepted by mail to the address below no later than 
Friday, July 18, 2025.

Tucker County Clerk
211 First Street, Suite 205

				    Parsons, WV  26287				   	
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By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
Did you ever think to thank Mother 

Nature for slicing and wrapping an 
orange for you?  Did you ever stop to 
think that odds are you will have more 
money by not buying that lottery ticket?  
My mind just can’t stop thinking about 
nonessential stuff, have you ever had 
that happen to you?  Momma Said, “A 
mind is a terrible thing to waste.”

Can you tell that sometimes I have a 
lot of time on my hands and with that 
time comes endless amounts of stuff to 
think about.  Like for instances if you 
jump from an object that is moving in 
one direction onto an object traveling 
in the opposite direction are you going 
to land on the object or land where the 
object was at the time you jumped?

Sometimes I scare myself with the 
questions that I ask me.  It does give me 

time to reflect on where I would be today 
if I had really applied myself when I was 
younger.  Would these questions still 
be in my head or would my brain have 
exploded if I had found all the answers. 

Is today the day I find out all the 
answers or just make up more questions 
to ponder?  I am not sure which path 
I will take until I get to the fork in the 
road.  Momma Said, “My luck when I 
get there it will be a spoon.”

Apple Galette
INGREDIENTS
For the Crust
•	 1 1⁄2 cups all-purpose flour
•	 3 tablespoons granulated sugar
•	 1⁄2 teaspoon salt
•	 1⁄2 cup unsalted butter, cold and 

cubed
•	 1⁄4 cup ice water, as needed
For the Filling
•	 1⁄4 cup brown sugar, packed
•	 1 tablespoon cornstarch
•	 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 1⁄4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
•	 3-4 medium apples (about 1 1/2 

pounds)
•	 1 tablespoon lemon juice
For Finishing
•	 1 egg, beaten
•	 coarse sugar, optional
•	 tablespoon apricot jam, optional

INSTRUCTIONS
•	 Make the pastry: In a food proces-

sor, pulse the flour, sugar, and salt 
to combine. Add the cold butter and 
pulse until the mixture resembles 
coarse crumbs. Then, gradually add 
the ice water, a tablespoon at a time, 
pulsing just until the dough comes 
together.

•	 Turn the pastry onto a clean surface 
and gently press it into a thick disc. 
Wrap and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour.

•	 Assemble the galette: In a large 

bowl, whisk the brown sugar, corn-
starch, cinnamon, and nutmeg until 
well combined. Set aside.

•	 Peel, core, and thinly slice the apples 
(1/8 to 1/4-inch thick). Add them to 
the bowl, along with the lemon juice, 
and gently toss until all of the slices 
are evenly coated. Set aside.

•	 Roll out the chilled dough on a 
floured surface into a rough 12-inch 
circle. Transfer to a parchment line 
baking sheet.

•	 Arrange the apple slices in the cen-
ter of the dough, leaving a 2-inch 
border. Drizzle over any juices, too. 
Then, carefully fold the edges of the 
dough over the apples and brush the 
edges with the beaten egg. If using, 
sprinkle the coarse sugar over the 
top.

•	 Refrigerate the galette for 20-30 
minutes, then preheat the oven to 
400°F.

•	 Bake and finish: Bake for 40-45 
minutes until the crust is golden 
brown and the apples are tender. Let 
the galette cool on the baking sheet 
for 10 minutes before moving to a 
wire rack.

•	 While the galette cools, microwave 
the apricot jam for 20-30 seconds 
until runny. If needed, add a tea-
spoon of water to loosen it up. Brush 
the jam over the galette, then serve 
warm and enjoy!

Retired School Employees Meeting 
Wed July 16 at noon

TC Retired School Employees meeting is 
Wednesday July 16 at TC Senior Center in 
Parsons.  Lunch is  available at 11:30 if you 
wish, meeting to follow at 12:00 noon.  All 
retirees welcome. 

St. George Senior Outpost July 17 at 
6:00 pm

St. George Senior Outpost is July 17 
at  6:00 pm at the St. George Community 
Church.  Bring a covered dish and en-
joy good food and fellowship with other 
seniors.

Vacation Bible School
Held at St. John's Church, Parsons from 

July 21 - 25, 6pm - 8pm. Come MAGNIFY 
the Lord with us and discover the BIG-
NESS OF GOD!

Youth and Kids Summer Fun Event 
Held at St. John's Church, Parsons on 

July 26th from 1pm - 3pm. Games, Food, 
Bouncy House, Ice Cream and lots of Fun!

Waybright Reunion
 The reunion of the descendants of Don 

and Irabelle (Teter) Waybright will be 
Sunday, July 27 at the Community Building 
at Red Creek.  Lunch will begin at 12:30 
PM.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  
Tableware and drinks will be provided.  All 
family and friends are welcome.

Friends of the Mountaintop Public 
Library

A non-profit organization that supports 
the library in Thomas, WV, is hosting a gar-
den party on Saturday, August 2, in Canaan 
Valley. Tickets are $50 per person and pro-
ceeds will benefit the New Library Building 
Fund and support general operations. Ticket 
holders will enjoy hors d’oeuvres, desserts, 
wine, and non-alcoholic beverages. A large 
silent auction will feature artwork, books, 
vacation rentals, golf and other activity 
passes, gift certificates, and much more. 
Tickets can be purchased at the Mountain-
top Library located at 384 2 nd Street in 
Thomas or online at https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/garden-party--2025. For 
more information, call 304-642-8728.

Temperature
Max� 92° F
Min� 55° F
 

Precipitation
Week� 0.26”             
July               0.34"
2025             31.80"

Snowfall
New Snow� 0"
Snow on ground� 0"
Winter Total� 47"

U.S. Forest Service

July 1 - July 8, 2025

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 4

Charleston WV – The following events 
happened on these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wven-
cyclopedia.org.

July 16, 1791: Adam Stephen, a physi-
cian and Revolutionary War general often 
credited as the founder of Martinsburg, 
died at his home in that city.

July 16, 1869: Philanthropist Michael 
Late Benedum was born in Bridgeport. He 
made a fortune in the oil and gas business 
but is best remembered for establishing 
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foun-
dation.

July 17, 1861: The Battle of Scary 
Creek took place in Putnam County. It was 
one of the earliest battles of the war and 
one of the first Confederate victories.

July 17, 1914: Singer Eleanor Steber 
was born in Wheeling. She made her debut 
with the Metropolitan Opera in 1940.

July 17, 1921: Marcenia “Toni” Stone 
was born in Bluefield. She would become 
the first woman to play professional base-
ball for a previously all-male team. In 
1953, she joined the Indianapolis Clowns 
of the old Negro American League, replac-
ing the team’s second baseman, Hank 
Aaron, who had just joined the National 
League’s Milwaukee Braves.

July 17, 1922: The Cliftonville Mine 

Battle took place east of Wellsburg, 
Brooke County. The gun battle between 
striking miners and sheriff’s forces left at 
least nine people dead.

July 18, 1776: Methodist bishop Fran-
cis Asbury first set foot in present West 
Virginia outside of Berkeley Springs. He 
worked extensively in what is now the 
Eastern Panhandle, preaching and lectur-
ing almost every day, before continuing 
farther into western Virginia.

July 18, 1865: Samuel Cabell was mur-
dered at his Institute plantation by either 
pro-Union or pro-Confederate sympathiz-
ers, depending on the source. His widow 
and mother of his children, Mary Barnes 
Cabell, who had previously been one of 
his slaves, inherited all his land, on which 
West Virginia State University would be 
founded in 1892.

July 18, 1893: Spencer State Hospital 
opened. With its connected brick build-
ings, a quarter-mile in length, the hospital 
was sometimes referred to as the longest 
continuous brick building in America. It 
remained in operation until June 1989.

July 19, 1850: Pope Pius IX established 
the Diocese of Wheeling, naming Richard 
V. Whelan as its first bishop. 

July 19, 1863: A Confederate raid led 
by Gen. John Morgan came to an end on 

July 21, 1924: Don Knotts was born in Morgantown. The comedy legend will be for-
ever remembered for portraying Barney Fife on The Andy Griffith Show.

� See HISTORY page 6



Page 6 – The Parsons Advocate - July 16, 2025�

Buffington Island, near Ravenswood. The Confederates 
were overtaken by federal troops, local militia and three 
U.S. Navy gunboats.

July 19, 1877: Federal troops arrived in Martinsburg, 
where the Railroad Strike of 1877 had begun days ear-
lier. The troops ended the violence in Martinsburg, but the 
deadly strike continued across the country into September. 
It was the first work stoppage in U.S. history to spread 
nationally.

July 19, 1946: Author Stephen Coonts was born in 
Morgantown. After graduating from West Virginia Uni-
versity and serving in the navy during the Vietnam War, 
Coonts became a best-selling action and adventure novel-
ist with the 1986 publication of Flight of the Intruder.

July 19, 1952: Novelist Jayne Anne Phillips was born 
in Buckhannon. After graduating from West Virginia 

University, her short stories and novels began receiving 
wide recognition. In 2024, she was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction for her 2023 novel Night Watch, about a 
mother and daughter in West Virginia after the Civil War.

July 20, 2010: Carte Goodwin became the nation’s 
youngest sitting senator. Goodwin was appointed to fill 
Robert C. Byrd’s seat in the U.S. Senate following Byrd’s 
death.

July 22, 1859: Athlete “Jack” Glasscock was born in 
Wheeling. Glasscock, who played bare-handed, was one 
of baseball’s premier shortstops of the 19th century. 

July 22, 1930: The rollicking Dunglen Hotel, located 
across the New River from Thurmond, was destroyed by 
arsonists. A hubbub of illegal activity during the Prohibi-
tion era, it supposedly hosted a poker game that lasted 14 
years.

July 22, 1937: Musician Tommy Thompson was born in 
St. Albans, Kanawha County. Through his group, the Red 
Clay Ramblers, and a career that spanned four decades, 
Thompson played a major role in spreading the popularity 
of old-time music.

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a project of 
the West Virginia Humanities Council.  For more informa-
tion contact the West Virginia Humanities Council, 1310 
Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 25301; (304) 346-
8500; or visit e-WV at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
Parsons Advocate
Parsons, WV • 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2991

The Grant County Bank
Davis, WV • 304-259-5201

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Parsons, WV • 304-478-2400

Stevens’ Florist
120 Poplar St., Parsons, WV 26287

304-478-2161

HISTORY� Cont. From Page 5

D E A D L I N E
3PM

FRIDAY

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-12821-844-803-1282

Call today and receive a Call today and receive a 

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

Legal 2 col x 7-3/4”
0716

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF WATER AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION’S PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE, 601 57TH 
STREET, CHARLESTON SE, WEST VIRGINIA 25304-2345
TELEPHONE: (304) 926-0440.
APPLICATION FOR A WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL 
POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM WATER 
POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT.
Public Notice No.: L-69-25 Public Notice Date: July 16, 2025
Paper: Parsons Advocate
The following has applied for a WV NPDES Water Pollution Control 
Permit for this facility or activity:
Appl. No.:  WV0105317
Applicant: HAMRICK PSD
  PO BOX 228
  HENDRICKS, WV 26271
Location:  HENDRICKS, TUCKER COUNTY
Latitude: 39:06:39 Longitude: 79:40:51
Receiving Stream:
Shavers Fork / Cheat river
Activity:
To operate and maintain an existing wastewater collection system. To 
accept nondomestic wastewater from the West Virginia division of 
Highways’ Maintenance Headquarters for conveyance and disposal. 
These facilities are to serve a population equivalent of approximately 
1,100 persons in the Hamrick Public Service district and environs and 
convey wastewater to the City of Parsons’ wastewater treatment plant 
for subsequent treatment and discharge to Shavers Fork, approximately 
0.1 miles from its mouth, of the Cheat River of the Monongahela River.
Business conducted:
Public Service District
Implementation:
N/A

On the basis of review of the application, the “Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (Chapter 22, Article 11-8(a)),” and the West Virginia Legislative 
Rules,” the State of West Virginia will act on the above application.

Any interested person may submit written comments on the draft 
permit and may request a public hearing by addressing such to the Di-
rector of the Division of Water and Waste Management within 30 days 
of the date of the public notice. Such comments or requests should be 
addressed to:

 Director, Division of Water and Waste Management, DEP
 ATTN:  Lori Devereux, Permitting Section
 601 57th Street SE
 Charleston, WV 25304-2345
 lori.k.devereux@wv.gov
The public comment period begins July, 09, 2025 and ends August 

08, 2025.
Comments received within this period will be considered prior to act-

ing on the permit application.
Correspondence should include the name, address and the telephone 

number of the writer and a concise statement of the nature of the issues 
raised. The Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a finding is 
made, on the basis of requests, that there is a significant degree of public 
interest on issues relevant to the Draft Permit(s). Interested persons may 
contact the public information office to obtain further information.

The application, draft permit and any required fact sheet may be in-
spected, by appointment, at the Division of Water and Waste Manage-
ment Public Information Office, at 601 57th Street SE, Charleston, WV 
25304-2345, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on business days.

L E G A L

Legal 3 col x 6-1/2”
0716

PUBLIC NOTICE
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Water and Waste Management
601 57th Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304
Telephone: (304) 926-0495

Fax: (304) 926-0463
Public Notice No.: PH-25-03
Public Notice Date: July 14-18, 2025

GENERAL WV/NPDES WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT
WASTEWATER DISCHARGES FROM SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL

SYSTEMS OF DOMESTIC SEWAGE ONLY (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) 
WV/NPDES PERMIT NO. WV0103110

The Division of Water and Waste Management is proposing to issue a General WV/NPDES Water Pollution 
Control Permit to regulate the discharge of wastewater from Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems of 
Domestic Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses). The General Permit will authorize 
the operation and maintenance of establishments engaged in Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems of 
Domestic Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) and to cover the discharge of treated 
sewage to waters of the State. It is proposed that this General Permit be issued for a five (5) year term. The 
majority of the facilities to be permitted under this General Permit are already in existence, with approximately 
3-5 new facilities every year.
In accordance with 60 CSR 5.6.c., Tier 2 antidegradation reviews are not required for these facilities. Coverage 
under this general permit will require the utilization of minimum treatment technologies that should result in 
an overall benefit to public health and the welfare of the environment from an improvement in water quality.
All facilities wishing to be covered under this General permit will be required to submit a facility registration 
application form. Upon receipt of the registration application form, the Division of Water & Waste Manage-
ment will review it for completeness. The Division of Water & Waste Management then will advise the ap-
plicant of its coverage under this permit.
There are approximately 678 treatment facilities currently registered under the present general permit. If those 
facilities wish to continue discharging, they will be required to register for coverage under the new general permit.
The Director of the Division of Water and Waste Management retains authority to require any owner/operator 
to apply for and obtain an individual WV/NPDES Permit. This authority will be exercised when the Director 
determines that such individual permit will better protect the receiving water.
The Draft Permit and Fact Sheet may be inspected by appointment between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday at the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water and Waste Management, 
Public Information Office, 601 57th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304. Copies of the documents may be ob-
tained from the Division at a nominal cost.
Any interested persons may submit written comments on the Draft Permit. Comments will be accepted until 
August 18, 2025. They should be addressed to:
 Director, WV Department of Environmental Protection
 Division of Water and Waste Management
 601 57th Street SE
 Charleston, WV 25304
 Attention: Pamela Houston
 Phone: (304) 926-0499, Extension 43864
 Fax: (304) 926-0463
 E-mail: pamela.s.houston@wv.gov
All comments received within this period will be considered prior to acting on the Draft Permit. Correspon-
dence should include the name, address, and telephone number of the writer and a concise statement of the 
nature of the issues being raised. The Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a finding is made, based 
on requests, that there is a significant degree of public interest on issues relevant to the draft General Permit. 
Interested persons may contact the Public Information Office to obtain further information.
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ADVERTISEMENT AND EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FOR

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SERVICES
Pursuant to W.Va. Code §5G-1-3, the Tucker County Board of Educa-
tion is seeking Expressions of Interest from qualified design profes-
sions to provide Architectural/Engineering Services to include design 
and construction phase administration for the Fire Alarm and Sprinkler 
Renovation to the Davis Thomas Elementary School. Qualified firms are 
invited to contact Jonathan Hicks (jrhicks@k12.wv.us or 304-478-2771) 
at the Tucker County Board of Education Office to obtain a copy of the 
Statement of Qualification and submission requirements.
Statements of Qualification must be received no later than 2:00 p.m. 
local prevailing time on July 25, 2025, at the Administrative Office of 
Tucker County Schools, 100 Education Lane, Parsons, WV 26287. In 
accordance with the requirements of WV Code §5G-1-3, these state-
ments will be evaluated, and the county will conduct discussions/inter-
view with at least three firms which are deemed to be the most highly 
qualified to provide the services required. Tentative dates for interviews 
are July 30th and Aug. 1st.
The Tucker County Board of Education reserves the right to reject any and/
or all statements from interested firms and to make the award in any man-
ner deemed to be in its best interest in accordance with WV Code §5G-1-3.

Legal 2 col x 2”
0716 0723

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Pursuant to an execution issued by the Magistrate Court of Tucker 

County, West Virginia, in Civil Action No. 24-M47C-00103, styled 
Donald Lee Johnson v. Bradley Dumas, and served by the Sheriff of 
Tucker County, and a 1997 Acura vehicle has been seized and will be 
sold at public sale on the 31st day of July, 2025, at the front steps of the 
old Tucker County Courthouse, 215 First Street, Parsons, WV, at 10:00 
a.m. to the highest bidder. The terms of the sale shall be cash and/or 
credit approved by the Sheriff prior to the sale.

The successful bidder shall be required to title the vehicle and remove 
the vehicle from the place of impound at their expense. Any party inter-
ested in bidding ay inspect the vehicle by making arrangements with 
Sheriff J. Kopec, who can be reached at 304-478-2866 ext. 8.

Such vehicle shall be sold without any warranty.
Dated this the 10th day of July, 2025.
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THANK YOU FOR READING
Mon Power has contracted to maintain portions of its rights-of-way with an aerial saw consisting of approximately ten 24-inch 
rotary blades powered by a motor and suspended on a vertical boom beneath a helicopter. This maintenance method allows 
for the quick, safe, and efficient trimming of trees along our transmission lines. The aerial saw will be operating March through 
September 2025 in the following counties in West Virginia:
Preston County and Tucker County (Albright-William #108-A, 138 kV)  
Beginning south out of Albright Power Station, crosses Cheat River and St. Joe Road approximately ¾ mile from intersection with 
Route 7. The line then starts running south southeast, crosses Route 7 and Copeman Farm approximately 1-mile up Caddell Mountain, 
and continues running up the mountain eventually crossing Rag Tavern Road. The line continues running south southeast crossing 
Saltlick Road approximately ¾ mile south of the intersection with Bucklick Road and then runs up Kinsinger Run crossing Kinsinger 
Run Road and continues up the hill for approximately 2 miles where it crosses Lantz Ridge Road. The line then crosses Wolf Creek 
and soon thereafter crosses Route 50 just west of the state road garage, ending just past Little Wolf Creek where the line joins up with 
another transmission line. The line picks back up approximately 1.25 miles east of the aforesaid location and continues running in a 
south-southeast direction crossing Eglon Rd, Accident Road, and Hogback Road just west of its intersection with Route 24. The line 
then crosses Ed Sell Road, Evans Road and Mt. Grove Road before crossing Route 219 approximately 1.5 miles south of Silver Lake. 
The line runs up Backbone Mountain and down the other side crossing Kempton Road and Fairfax Stone Road before ending at the 
Williams substation near the intersection of Route 219 and Route 90.  
For more information about Mon Power’s Transmission Aerial Saw Program, call 1-800-686-0022. When contacting, please alert 
our Representatives that your call is pertaining to our Transmission Aerial Saw Program.

NOTICE TO MON POWER CUSTOMERS WITH  
RIGHTS-OF-WAY ACROSS THEIR PROPERTY



 � Page 7 – The Parsons Advocate –  July 16, 2025

VI
SIT

 U
S O

NL
IN

E A
T 

W
W

W
.P

AR
SO

NS
AD

VO
CA

TE
.C

OM

Legal 3 col x 13-3/4”
0716 0723

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF DAVIS

TUCKER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS

General Notice
Town of Davis (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the following Project:

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
T10-11085

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the Davis Town Hall located at 505 William Av-
enue, Davis, West Virginia 26260, until Thursday, August 21, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. local time. At that time 
the Bids received will be publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the following Work:

Dam rehabilitation including the injection of grout into identified voids of the structure, installation of a new
intake screen and control valve, and all necessary appurtenances. Distribution system improvements includ-
ing the installation of 6” water line, 8” water line, reconnection of services, and all necessary appurtenances.

Bids are requested for the following Contract: Water System Improvements
The Work will be substantially completed within 180 calendar days after the date when the Contract Times 
commence to run, and completed and ready for final payment within 210 days after the date when the Contract 
Times commence to run. Liquidated damages shall be $1,000 per day.
Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found at the following designated website:
QuestCDN: https://tinyurl.com/zu5z8553 
or 
www.thethrashergroup.com
Bidding Documents may be downloaded from the designated website. Prospective Bidders are urged to reg-
ister with the designated website as a plan holder, even if Bidding Documents are obtained from a plan room 
or source other than the designated website in either electronic or paper format. The designated website will 
be updated periodically with addenda, lists of registered plan holders, reports, and other information relevant 
to submitting a Bid for the Project. All official notifications, addenda, and other Bidding Documents will be 
offered only through the designated website. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding 
Documents, including addenda, if any, obtained from sources other than the designated website.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:
 The Thrasher Group, Inc.
 600 White Oaks Blvd
 Bridgeport, WV 26330
Prospective Bidders may obtain or examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from 
the Issuing Office as described below.
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing Office by paying the amount of 
each set listed below.
Bidding Documents may be purchased from the Issuing Office during the hours indicated above. Cost does not 
include shipping charges. Upon Issuing Office’s receipt of payment, printed Bidding Documents or electronic 
documents will be transmitted to the prospective Bidder. The shipping charge amount will depend on the ship-
ping method requested. Bidding Documents are available for purchase in the following formats:
  • Bidding Documents issued as hard copy full-size drawings and hard copy specifications, are available 
  for $100.00 per set.
  • Bidding Documents issued as hard copy half-size drawings and hard copy specifications, are available 
  for $75.00 per set.
  • Bidding Documents issued as digital drawings and digital specifications, are available for $40.00 per 
  set via the following link:
 QuestCDN: https://tinyurl.com/zu5z8553
Amounts paid are not subject to refund.
Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer 
will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from 
sources other than the Issuing Office.
Bidding Documents also may be examined at
 Davis Town Hall  The Thrasher Group, Inc.
 505 William Avenue  600 White Oaks Boulevard
 Davis, WV 26260  Bridgeport, WV 26330

 Contractor’s Association of WV
 2114 Kanawha Boulevard East
 Charleston, WV 25311
A two envelope system will be used.
 Envelope No. 1 must have the following information presented on the front:
  Name and address of Bidder
  Bid on Contract - Water System Improvements
  Received by the Town of Davis
Envelope No. 2 labeled “Bid Proposal” shall also be placed inside of Envelope #1.

Envelope No. 1 will be opened first and the Bid Opening Requirement items checked for compliance as 
outlined on the Bid Opening Checklist on page BOR - 1 of these contract documents. If such documents are 
found to be in order, Envelope No. 2 “Bid Proposal,” will then be opened and will be publicly read aloud. If 
the documents required to be contained in Envelope No. 1 are not in order, Envelope No. 2 “Bid Proposal” will 
not be opened and the Bid will be considered non-responsive and will be returned to the Bidder.
A bidder may not withdraw his bid for a period of ninety (90) days after the date set for the opening of bids.
Bids shall be accompanied by a certified check or bid bond payable to Town of Davis in an amount equal to 
five percent (5%) of the base bid.
Suspension and Debarment - Recipient shall not entertain the use of businesses that are listed on the “System 
for Award Management” (SAM) at www.Sam.gov in accordance with 2 CFR Part 1532 and Subpart B and C 
of 2 CFR Part 180.
Drug Free Workplace - West Virginia Code 21-1D-5 provides that any solicitation for a public improvement 
construction contract requires each vendor that submits a bid for the work to submit at the same time an af-
fidavit of compliance with the bid. The enclosed drug-free workplace affidavit must be signed and submitted 
in the first envelope as evidence of the vendor’s compliance with the provisions of Article 1D, Chapter 21 of 
the West Virginia code. Failure to submit the signed drug-free workplace affidavit in the first envelope shall 
result in disqualification of such bid.
Prospective Bidders should note that this Contract will include the following critical requirements as identified 
in the Contract Documents.
 1. Affirmative Action Program Requirements and Goals
 2. Specific Labor Standard Provisions
 3. WV Contract Licensing Act - All bidders are required to have a WV Contractor’s License 
  per Section 30-42-12 of the WV Code.
 4. WV Alcohol and Drug Free Workplace Act
 5. Any other requirements deemed critical.
All Bidders are required to have a West Virginia Contractor’s License per Section §30-42-12 of the West 
Virginia Code.
Bids received after the scheduled closing time for the reception of bids will be returned unopened to the bidders.
The Town of Davis reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
Pre-bid Conference
A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at Davis 
Town Hall, 505 William Avenue, Davis WV 26260. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is encouraged but 
not required.
Instructions to Bidders.
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer to 
the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.
This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Town of Davis
By:  Alan Tomson
Title:  Mayor
Date:  Wednesday, July 16, 2025 & Wednesday, July 23, 2025

L E G A LLegal 3 col x 15-1/4”
0709 0716

NOTICE OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:
By virtue of that certain Deed of Trust dated November 6, 2020, made, executed, and granted by KEVIN 

A. LEE to JEFFREY D. NOBLE as Trustee for the benefit of FIRST COMMUNITY BANK (the “Secured 
Party”), and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Tucker County, West Virginia 
(the “Clerk’s Office”), in Deed of Trust Book 301, at Page 240 (the “Deed of Trust”), default in the perfor-
mance of the obligations thereby secured having occurred, and pursuant to the terms thereof and to the written 
request of the holder of the indebtedness thereby secured, and further pursuant to the authority granted to the 
undersigned by that certain Appointment of Successor Trustee dated June 25, 2024, and recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office in Deed of Trust Book 323, at Page 402, the undersigned Successor Trustee will sell the following 
described real estate which is purported to have an address of 10 Pierce Benbush Rd., Thomas, West Virginia 
26292 (the “Real Estate”), at public auction to the highest qualified bidder on

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2025 AT 10:00 A.M.
at the steps of the Tucker County Courthouse located at 215 1st St., Parsons, WV 26287:

All that certain tract, lot or parcel of land, together with the improvements thereon and the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging including any manufactured structures, mobile homes, double wide or modular homes, 
situate in Fairfax District, Tucker County, West Virginia, and being known as Lot No. 2 in the Town of 
Benbush.
The property herein described is the same tract conveyed to Kevin Lee by Tamara J. Paugh and E. Virginia 
Paugh, by deed dated January 31, 2006, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission 
of Tucker County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 186 at page 515.
There is excepted and reserved from the aforesaid property all of the coal, oil and gas in, upon and 
underlying the same together with the necessary mining and removal rights, as the same have heretofore 
been excepted and reserved or conveyed away by the present or former owners.
This conveyance is made subject to all existing reservations, restrictions, exceptions, conditions, easements, 
rights of way Of other servitudes, if any, made, reserved or created in prior deeds of record in said Clerk’s 
office, or which would be disclosed by a visual inspection of the premises. For the stated consideration, 
the Grantor does further grant and convey all rights of way and easements, together with all appurtenances 
pertaining to the aforesaid real estate, whether presently owned or hereinafter acquired, which are matters 
of record in said Clerk’s office or otherwise.
The sale shall be made subject to any and all easements, rights-of-way, exceptions, reservations, restric-

tions, covenants, conditions, leases, liens or encumbrances affecting title to the Real Estate, and further to 
any state of facts that would be disclosed by or apparent upon an inspection or an accurate survey of the Real 
Estate; provided, however, that any such restriction, covenant or condition indicating a preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, marital status, ancestry, disability, handicap, familial sta-
tus or national origin is hereby deleted to the extent such restriction, covenant or condition violates 42 U.S.C. 
§3604(c). The sale shall further be made subject to accrued and unpaid ad valorem real property taxes upon 
the Real Estate, for which the purchaser will be responsible. The Successor Trustee makes no representations 
or warranties as to the validity or priority of such liens, taxes, encumbrances and other matters, if any.

TERMS OF SALE:
1. A buyer’s premium equal to five percent (5%) of the successful bid amount (“Buyer’s Premium”) will 
  be added to the successful bid amount to determine the contract sale price (the “Contract Sale Price”). 
2. Cash in hand on the day of sale. The successful bidder shall tender to the Successor Trustee on the day 
  of sale a deposit of Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($5,000.00) by certified or cashier’s check 
  payable to “Robert J. Dobkin, Successor Trustee.” Such deposit is NON-REFUNDABLE, except 
  as expressly provided by these Terms of Sale. The remaining balance of the Contract Sale Price must be 
  paid to the Successor Trustee by certified or cashier’s check or electronic funds transfer no later than 
  5:00 p.m. EDT on Friday, August 29, 2025.
3. Upon conclusion of the sale of the Real Estate, a Memorandum of Sale will be executed reflecting the 
  sale of the Real Estate, the Contract Sale Price, the Terms of Sale, and the purchaser’s agreement to 
  comply fully therewith. Time is of the essence.
4. If the purchaser fails to deliver the Contract Sale Price within the prescribed time, at the Successor 
  Trustee’s sole discretion, the Successor Trustee may either (a) file suit to enforce specific performance 
  or seek breach of contract or other applicable damages, (b) convey the Real Estate to the next 
  highest bidder if such bidder will honor his, her or its bid, or (c) proceed to resell the Real Estate 
  pursuant to the aforesaid Deed of Trust. In the event of such a default the defaulting purchaser shall be 
  liable to the Secured Party for the payment of any deficiency in the Contract Sale Price resulting there-
  from, all costs and expenses of any subsequent sale, reasonable attorneys’ fees, all other charges due, 
  and incidental damages. In the event a resale of the Real Estate results in a sale in excess of the amount 
  originally bid by the defaulting purchaser, the defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to return of his, 
  her or its deposit, and waives any and all claims, rights and interest to any such excess amount and shall 
  not be entitled to any distribution whatsoever from the resale proceeds.
5. The Secured Party reserves the right to bid on the Real Estate at the sale, which bid may be in the form 
  of a credit bid. The Secured Party shall not be required to post a deposit.
6. The Real Estate may be sold either as a whole or in parcels in the Successor Trustee’s sole discretion.
7. The Real Estate will be sold subject to any and all assessments and taxes against said Real Estate; all 
  prior liens and encumbrances of any nature whatsoever; and the Internal Revenue Service’s right of 
  redemption, if any.
8. The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of any accrued and unpaid ad valorem real property 
  taxes against the Real Estate.
9. The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the transfer taxes imposed by West Virginia Code 
  §11-22-2 and all other settlement costs and costs incidental to transfer of the Real Estate. Taxes and all 
  other public charges and assessments outstanding against the Real Estate shall be paid by purchaser at 
  settlement.
10. The Real Estate is sold in “AS IS” condition. The Successor Trustee makes no representations or 
  warranties of any kind or character including, but not limited to, the condition or zoning of the Real 
  Estate, fitness of the Real Estate for any particular purpose, or the title to the Real Estate to be conveyed. 
  Prospective purchasers must perform such independent investigations with respect to the Real 
  Estate as they deem necessary prior to bidding on the Real Estate. For additional information, 
  please contact Walker Commercial Services, Inc., 101 Albemarle Avenue SE, Roanoke, Virginia 
  24013, (540) 344-6160, info@walkercommercialservices.com.
11. The purchaser is responsible for, and the Real Estate is sold subject to, any environmental matter or 
  condition, whether latent or observable, if any, that may exist at or affect or relate to the Real Estate 
  and to any governmental requirements affecting the same. The Real Estate will be sold subject to any 
  building or housing violations, easements, agreements, restrictions, terms, rights of way, filed and 
  unfiled mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens, covenants, conditions, rights of redemption, liens and all 
  other encumbrances having priority over the aforesaid Deed of Trust, if any, lawfully affecting the Real 
  Estate, whether or not of record, including but not limited to environmental conditions (including with-
  out limitation possible wetlands, riparian rights, critical or protected areas, and the presence of protected 
  or endangered species) and all applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances and regulations 
  lawfully affecting the Real Estate.
12. The Successor Trustee will deliver a trustee’s deed to the purchaser without any covenant or warranty 
  (express or implied) in the form prescribed by West Virginia Code §38-1-6 upon receipt of the full 
  Contract Sale Price in good and available funds.
13. If the Successor Trustee fails, refuses or for any reason is unable to convey title to the Real Estate, 
  the sole remedy of the purchaser is the return of any deposit actually paid by the purchaser to the 
  Successor Trustee. Reasons of such inability to convey include, but are not limited to, the filing of a 
  bankruptcy petition by the grantor prior to the sale or reinstatement or payoff of the loan without the 
  knowledge of the Successor Trustee. If the validity of the sale is challenged by a party in interest, the 
  Successor Trustee, in his sole discretion, may declare the sale to be void and return the deposit. 
  Purchaser shall have no further remedy.
14. The Successor Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the Real 
  Estate to vacate. Prospective purchasers are hereby advised that the rights of any existing tenants or 
  persons occupying the Real Estate may be covered by the provisions of the federal Protecting Tenants 
  at Foreclosure Act and West Virginia Code §38-1-16.
15. The Successor Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any items of personal property remaining at the 
  Real Estate following the sale to be removed therefrom. The purchaser shall be responsible for compli-
  ance with all applicable laws in the disposal of any such items of personal property, including West 
  Virginia Code §38-1-17, to the extent such statute applies.
16. The Successor Trustee reserves the right to (i) modify or waive the requirements for bidder’s deposits 
  and terms of sale and/or settlement, (ii) withdraw the Real Estate from sale, (iii) reject any and all bids, 
  and (iv) to adjourn the sale of the Real Estate for a time, or from time to time, without further notice, by 
  announcement made at the time and place of the sale described above.
17. Announcements made on the day of sale take precedence over all prior communications, both verbal 
  and written, concerning the sale of the Real Estate, including, but not limited to, these Terms of Sale.

Given under my hand June 30, 2025.
/s/ Robert J. Dobkin
ROBERT J. DOBKIN
Successor Trustee Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
P. O. Box 831
1233 Main Street, Suite 4000
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
(304) 230-6959
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EASTERN WEST VIRGINIA COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Policy of Nondiscrimination

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College provides opportunity to all prospective and cur-
rent members of the student body, faculty, and staff on the basis of individual qualifications and merit without 
regard to race, color, sex, sexual preference, religion, age, national origin, sexual orientation, marital or paren-
tal status, familial status, veteran status, or disability. The College neither affiliates knowingly with nor grants 
recognition to any individual group or organization having policies that discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
sex, sexual preference, religion, age, national origin, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, familial 
status, veteran status, or disability as defined by applicable laws and regulations.

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College is required by Section 904, Title IX, Education 
Amendments of 1972, not to deny admission on the ground of blindness or severely impaired vision; by 45 
CFR 84, Subpart E, Section 84.42 and by Section 504 Rehabilitation Act of 1973, not to deny admission on 
the basis of handicap; by 45 CFR 90, 91, not to discriminate on the basis of age; and by 45 CFR 86, Subpart 
C, Section 86. 21, not to deny admission on the basis of sex. By Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, no 
person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, or national origin. Eastem West 
Virginia Community and Technical College is an equal opportunity-affirmative action employer in compli-
ance with Title Vll of Civil Rights Act, West Virginia Human Rights Act, Title IX (Education Amendments 
of 1972), Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, American with Disabilities Act, and other applicable laws 
and regulations.
 ADA Coordinator EEO/Title IX Coordinator
 Monica Wilson/Tiffany Sentman Jaennae Snyder, HR Representative
 Student Services 316 Eastern Drive
 316 Eastern Drive Moorefield, WV 26836
 Moorefield, WV 26836 304-434-8000
 304-434-8000 

Degree Programs Certificate Programs Certification Programs
- Accounting - Accounting - Certified Nursing Assistant Administrative
- Associate in Arts - Allied Health Care - Dental Assisting
- Associate in Science - Automotive Technology - Industrial Equipment Maintenance
- Automotive Technology - Biological & Environmental - Medical Assistant
- Biological & Environmental  Technology - Microsoft® Office Specialist
 Technology - Business Management - Pharmacy Technician
- Board of Governors - Cyber Intelligence - Phlebotomy Technician
- Business Management - Electromechanical Technology - Residential Care Specialist
- Cyber Intelligence - Hospitality & Tourism - Welding
- Early Childhood Development  Management 
- General Studies - Paraprofessional in Education 
- Nursing - Technical Studies 
- Technical Studies - Wind Energy Technology 
- Wind Energy Technology  
    
General Admission Requirements for Eastern West Virginia and Technical College Students seeking 
admission to EWVCTC as a degree seeking student must submit the following: (Please see College Catalog 
for specific information):
1) Application for Admission
2) GED or HS Diploma or TASC Assessment
3) ACT/SAT/Accuplacer Scores
4) High school and/or College Transcripts

Some programs have limited enrollment and require additional requirements for admission. Please visit the 
website at www.easternw.edu or call 304-434-8000 for further information.
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NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING WITHOUT ANY 
ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that a foreign will or affidavit has been filed 
been before the Tucker County Commission at 211 First St., Suite 205, 
Parsons, WV  26287.

That no appointment or administration is being made pursuant to the 
provisions of law but that a foreign will or affidavit of heirs of the fol-
lowing decedent has been filed with the Tucker County Commission and 
is of record in the Tucker County Clerk’s Office.

Any interested person objecting to the filing of the foreign will or af-
fidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration be-
ing made in this State must be filed with the County Commission within 
60 days after the first publication date or within 30 days of the service 
of the notice, whichever is later.  If an objection is not filed timely, the 
objection is forever barred.

1st Publication Date:   July 9, 2025                              
Decedent:               Linda Joyce Ashby Guerrieri
Filed by: Francis Xavier Guerrieri
  7723 Royal Sydney Drive
  Gainesville, VA  20155
Relationship:  Spouse
                                   Subscribed and sworn to before me on  July 1, 2025
    Sherry Simmons
                                                                 Tucker County Clerk

L E G A L
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I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Leah Virginia Booth Dannette P. Parker  
1st publication 7/9/25 PO Box 65
2nd publication 7/16/25 Pineville, WV 24874
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication.  Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV.  Any person objecting to 
the qualifications of the personal representative, or the venue or juris-
diction of the court must file a statement with the County Commission 
within sixty days after the date of first publication or thirty days of ser-
vice of the notice, whichever is later.

ATTEST:  SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK 
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TIMBERLINE-CV PSD
WV3304711
Consumer Confidence Report - 2025
Covering Calendar Year - 2024
This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about 
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers are our 
best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affects drinking water quality or if 
you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board meeting 
held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the CVVFD Fire Hall or call ROBERT METZGER at 
304-866-3433.

Your water comes from ground water:
Source Name   Source Water Type
WELL 4 (GW) Ground Water
WELL 5 (GWUDI)  Ground Water under the influence of Surface Water

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care pro-
viders. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. 
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from 
the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm 
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture, 
and residential users.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.
Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic 
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regulations. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide 
the same protection for public health.
Our water system has an estimated population of 577 and is required to test a minimum of 1 sample(s) per month 
in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are usually 
harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria 
are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this 
limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.
Water Quality Data
The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar 
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless 
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state requires 
us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants 
are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative of the water 
quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant 
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology.
Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL.
Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a contaminant in drinking water.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.
Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.
Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/l)
Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (µg/l)
Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.
Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Monitoring Period Average (MPA): Art average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame, 
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just 
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.
Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and 
used to determine compliance with MCLs.
Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a 
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: TIMBERLINE -CV PSD
 Regulated  Collection  Highest  Range  Unit  MCL  MCLG  Typical Source
 Contaminants Date  Value  (low/high)
 BARIUM  8/7/2024  0.0777  0.0463-  ppm  2   2  Discharge of drilling wastes; 
   0.0777       Discharge from metal refineries;
          Erosion of natural deposits
 CHROMIUM  8/7/2024  1.6  1.5-1.6  ppb  100   100  Discharge from steel and pulp   
          mills; Erosion of natural deposits
 NITRATE 4/3/2024 0.41 0.39-0.41 ppm 10  10  Runoff from fertilizer use; Leach-
          ing from septic tanks, sewage;
          Erosion of natural deposits
 NITRATE-  4/3/2024  0.41  0.39-0.41  ppm  10   10  Runoff from fertilizer use; Leach-
 NITRITE         ing from septic tanks, sewage; 
          Erosion of natural deposits
 SELENIUM 8/7/2024 1.3 0-1.3 ppb 50  50  Discharge from petroleum and
          metal refineries; Erosion of natural
          deposits; Discharge from mines

Lead and Monitoring  90th  Range  Unit  AL Sites  Typical Source
Copper Period  Percentile  (low/high)   Over AL
COPPER,  2024  0.052  0.0041-  ppm  1.3  0  Corrosion of household plumb-
FREE   0.0791    ing systems; Erosion of natural 
       deposits; Leaching from wood 
       preservatives
LEAD  2024  0.35 0.13-0.36 ppb  15  0  Corrosion of household plumb-
       ing systems; Erosion of natural  
       deposits

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health 
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young 
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead 
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are 
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults 
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your 
health care provider for more information about your risks.
Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formulæfed 
and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used in ser-
vice lines and in home plumbing. TIMBERLINE-CV PSD is responsible for providing high quality drinking 
water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in your home. 
Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling results do not 
detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying and removing 
lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Using a filter, certified 
by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in reducing lead 
exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly. Use only cold 
water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water. Before 
using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can 
do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead service line 
or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer period. If you 
are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact TIMBERLINE-CV PSD 
and ROBERT METZGER at 304-866-3433. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps 
you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
TIMBERLINE-CV PSD completed lead tap sampling in 2024, the results are available for review and can be 
accessed at the CVPSD Office.
TIMBERLINE-CV PSD has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials throughout 
the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the CVPSD Office. By November 
1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory, known as the ‘baseline inventory” and 
it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water distribution 
system.
Our water system identified that we have 0 lead service lines in our inventory.
If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact ROBERT METZGER at 304-866-3433.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level MPA  MPA Units  RAA  RAA Units
5/1/2024-5/31/2024  2.20000  MG/L  1.50000  MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS
Our water system bas sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are 
those that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contami-
nants should have a standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.
If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Robert Metzger at 304-866-3433.
 Analyte Facility Highest Value Unit of Measure Month Occurred
 Turbidity TREATMENT PLANT 1   NTU  November
   well 5 (GWUDI)

Radiological Collection Highest Range Unit  MCL MCLG Typical Source
Contaminants Date Value  
GROSS ALPHA, 
EXCL. RADON 4/23/2020 0.458  0.458 pCi/L 15 0 Erosion of natural deposits
& U
RADIUM-228 2/20/2020 0.592  0.452- pCi/L 0 0 Erosion of natural deposits
     0.592

Secondary Contaminants-Non Heath Based
Contaminants-No Federal Maximum  Collection  Highest   Range   Unit  SMCL
Contaminant Level (MCL) Established Date Value (low/high)
NICKEL       8/7/2024 0.31 0.31  UG/L 0
SODIUM        8/7/2024  3.36  2.37-   MG/L  1000
             3.36

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.
  Compliance Period  Analyte  Comments
  1/1/2020-12/31/2022  PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
   copy of the notice and certification to the state
 1/1/2022-12/31/2022 PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
   copy of the notice and certification to the state
 7/1/2022-12/31/2022 PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
   copy of the notice and certification to the state
 1/1/2024-12/31/2024 TTHM Failed to monitor/report as required for chlorine or
   disinfection by-products
 1/1/2024-12/31/2024 TOTAL HALOACETIC Failed to monitor/report as required for chlorine or
  ACIDS (HAA5) disinfection by-products

There are no additional required health effects notices.
There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, 
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which 
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to 
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct 
assessment(s) to identify and correct problems that were found during these assessments.

There are no additional required health effects notices
There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Your CCR is available at the CVPSD Office . To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the 
phone number above.

L E G A L

Lansberry Hired as Citizens Financial Center Manager 
Nathaniel S. Bonnell, President 

& CEO of Citizens Bank of West 
Virginia, recently announced that 
Jenese Lansberry has been hired 
as the Financial Center Manager 
at their Parsons location. She  
succeeds Vice President & Finan-
cial Center Manager Debbie Rit-
ter who retired on June 30.  

Jenese Lansberry joined Citi-
zens with twenty-two years of 
banking and leadership experi-
ence, having previously served 
as vice president of loans, loan 
administration officer, loan offi-
cer, and commercial loan clerk.  

As Financial Center Manager, 
Jenese will ensure clients get the 
products and services needed 
to achieve their financial goals, 

while also focusing on commu-
nity relations, and managing both 
branch operations and the branch  

team members. 
She is a graduate of Tucker 

County High School and West 
Virginia Banking School.  

Parsons’ new financial cen-
ter manager serves as treasurer 
of the Tucker County Building 
Commission.  She resides in Par-
sons and has one daughter, Zoey.  

“Jenese not only has bank-
ing expertise, but she also has 
an exceptional understanding 
of Tucker  County’s local busi-
nesses and community,” said 
President & CEO Nathaniel S. 
Bonnell. “Her connection  to 
knowing the local economy and 

people will enable her to better 
serve our clients. We invite you 
to  stop by and see her for person-
alized advice and financial sup-
port tailored to your needs and 
goals.”  

Citizens Bank of West Vir-
ginia, with $679 million in assets, 
provides integrated financial ser-
vices  including retail and com-
mercial banking, wealth manage-
ment, and mortgage services from 
six offices  in Elkins, Parsons, 
Beverly, Snowshoe, Buckhan-
non and New Martinsville. The 
bank is a wholly owned  subsid-
iary of Citizens Financial Corp. 
(OTC: CIWV). Citizens Bank 
was recognized for the fourth  
consecutive year by American 
Banker magazine in the Top Per-
forming Publicly Trading Com-
munity  Banks Under $2 Billion 
of Assets in the Nation, ranking 
25th on the prestigious Top 100 
list and 1st  among WV banks. 

Citizens is also named to News-
week's America's Best Banks list 
as the Best Small  Bank in WV, 
ranked 16th as one of the Best 
Banks to Work for in the Coun-
try by American Banker, The  
Inter-Mountain's People's Choice 
Best Bank, Mortgage Lender, 
Customer Service & Employer, 
SBA WV  Community Lender of 
the Year, and ranked the nation's 
no. 9 top lender by Independent 
Community  Bankers of America 
(ICBA) in the consumer/mort-
gage category for banks $300M 
- $1B in assets and  No. 1 as the 
consumer/mortgage lender in 
West Virginia in this class. More 
information is available  online at 
www.citizenswv.com.

Jenese Lansberry

Ritter Retires from Citizens Bank of WV 
Nathaniel S. Bonnell, Presi-

dent & CEO of Citizens Bank 
of West Virginia, has announced 
that Vice  President & Financial 
Center Manager Debbie Ritter has 
retired after 41 years of service to 
the people  of Tucker County. Her 
retirement was effective June 30, 
2025.  

Debbie has had a storied career 
in banking, having worked in all 
areas of the bank including branch 
manager, assistant branch man-
ager, loan officer, loan specialist, 
loan clerk, proof operator and 
teller. She was promoted to Vice 
President in 2018.  

She was recently awarded the 
coveted Tuckineer Award by the 

Tucker County  Chamber of Com-
merce for her active involvement 
in the community. She previously 
served on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Tucker Community 
Foundation and Tucker County 
Chamber of Commerce, and was a 
member of the Parsons Blueprint 
Community Team Married to 
husband Mike Ritter, she has one 
daughter and son-in-law, Kristin 
and Evin Thomas, and  two grand-
children, Nolan and Eden. 

“Debbie is a valued employee 
that has made a lasting impact 
on the lives of our custom-
ers, employees,  and the Tucker 
County community,” said Presi-
dent & CEO Nathaniel S. Bon-

nell. “Her passion for  serving our 
customers and others embodies 
the essence of our organization 
and we will all miss her.  We wish 
her a well-deserved and happy 
retirement.”  

Citizens Bank of West Virginia, 

with $679 million in assets, pro-
vides integrated financial services  
including retail and commercial 
banking, wealth management, 
and mortgage services from six 
offices  in Elkins, Parsons, Bev-
erly, Snowshoe, Buckhannon 
and New Martinsville. The bank 
is a wholly owned  subsidiary of 
Citizens Financial Corp. (OTC: 
CIWV). Citizens Bank was recog-
nized for the fourth  consecutive 
year by American Banker maga-
zine in the Top Performing Pub-
licly Trading Community  Banks 
Under $2 Billion of Assets in the 
Nation, ranking 25th on the presti-
gious Top 100 list and 1st  among 
WV banks. Citizens is also named 

to Newsweek's America's Best 
Banks list as the Best Small  Bank 
in WV, ranked 16th as one of the 
Best Banks to Work for in the 
Country by American Banker, The  
Inter-Mountain's People's Choice 
Best Bank, Mortgage Lender, 
Customer Service & Employer, 
SBA WV  Community Lender of 
the Year, and ranked the nation's 
no. 9 top lender by Independent 
Community  Bankers of America 
(ICBA) in the consumer/mort-
gage category for banks $300M 
- $1B in assets and  No. 1 as the 
consumer/mortgage lender in 
West Virginia in this class. More 
information is available  online at 
www.citizenswv.com.  

Debbie Ritter
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Opinion
Data Center Debate: The Other Side of the Coin

By: Brian Bennett
Washington, WV
When I saw the original headline for a proposed data 

center in the April 9th Advocate I was pleased at the 
possibility of jobs and increased tax revenue for Tucker 
County. I just got to the 4th paragraph of the article and 
the misinformation started.  Senator Randy Smith said 
a data center had filed for a permit to come to Tucker 
County  This never happened then, and as of this  writing, 
still has not happened. 

Mayor Al Thomson of Davis joins in by saying the 
project would bring risks to the area, threatens natural 
resources, and jeopardizes the water supply. He never 
says how these things will happen, just that they will. The 
Friends of Blackwater really gin up the scare by saying 
the project will bring unwanted noise, toxic air pollution, 
bright lights, and traffic. Just

remember folks at this point the only thing the permit 
that Fundamental Data asked for was for a power plant. 
No data center.

I have read the Advocate every week now for 13 edi-
tions and have read a lot of complaints about tax struc-
ture, few jobs, little or no income to the county, but I have 
never seen any figures at all.

This ends now!  According to the Fundamental Data 
permit there will be 50 full time jobs at the power plant, 
but maybe more. The starting pay at Mount Storm is $27 
per hour, $1080 per week, or $56,160 per year. The opera-
tor pay there is $46 per hour, $1840 per week, or $95,680 
per year. These are living wage jobs. The average wage 
in Tucker County is $30,000 per year. These new jobs 
would be 2 to 3 times the average wage now.

Taxes , taxes, lets talk taxes. I have talked with Casey 
Chapman of Fundamental data 5 times now for a 3 hour 
total. Because Fundamental did not file as a microgrid, 
he believes that the taxes on the power plant should all 
go to Tucker County. I talked with assessor Greg Stevens 
and at a $100,000,000 cost to build the power plant the 
money to Tucker County would be $740,000 per year. 
Just for fun, lets say that it costs $700,000,000, which 
is probable closer to the fact. That is $5,000,000 plus to 
Tucker County. Mayor Al Thomson told me that the tax 
revenue would be 10 million. You readers need to see 
these numbers because Tucker United sure won't tell you 
about them. This brings me to the latest rumor about who 
is going to locate next to the power plant. I have heard 
that John Deere Farm equipment wants to put a factory 
there. They will build hay balers and manure spreaders. 
With the amount of manure that Tucker United has spread 
in the last 3 months, there is bound to be an excellent crop 
of hay for the next few years.

The April 16th Advocate had articles concerning water 
use at the plant. In my conversations with Mr. Chapman 
he told me that Fundamental would not drill any wells on 
the property, use any water from Beaver Creek, or will a 
dam to get water from. He did mention water from the 
Mettiki as a possible source of water. Chapman also said 
that air cooling would be part of the project.

The April 20th Advocate has a letter to the editor from 
Joe Dumire of Thomas. Joe says everything about the 
project is just unacceptable. Lack of water--just answered 
that. Noise pollution--answered by Fred Davis when he 
visited the 3 data centers. Air pollution--within the state 
and federal guidelines. Lack of good paying jobs--please 
refer to the previous figures on the power plant. Unfair 
taxes--please review the property tax quotes for the 
power plant. Negative view shed--Give me a break please 
Joe, this project is behind the landfill with a 100 foot or 
more wall of dirt, as well as some very tall trees. Potential 
oil tank explosion causing damage to both Thomas and 
Davis--an airplane could also drop out of sky and hit the 
towns at the same time. Mr. Chapman told me the tanks 

will be extra thick, with liners, and that they are the Mer-
cedes of oil tanks. He said they went to great lengths to 
put in extra safety features to prevent problems.

The April 20th Advocate had words of wisdom from 
attorney Brent Easton about the state taking control of 
permits for power plants and data centers. After seeing 
the reaction of Tucker United I can see why the state did 
this.

The June 4th Advocate article on the plant certainly 
was a stretch of imagination. Where did the 10,000 acre 
possibility with the largest data center in the world come 
from? What was someone smoking when they came up 
with this? The permit that Fundamental has applied for 
cover 1 1000 mega watt power plant. This plant can only 
serve 12 data centers that are 75,000 mega watts.

They are buying 542 acres of land. Much of the land 
towards the Mettiki Mine is not useable because of the 
topography of the land, and the coal mines that are under-
neath the ground.

Tucker United has also raised concerns about tem-
perature inversion. An article published in the January 
24, 2024 Elkins paper by brad Johnson said the National 
weather Service has said and I quote "Canaan had a 
strong temperature inversion in which the Monday morn-
ing temperature in Canaan valley 37 to 38 degrees lower 
than at nearby points east and west" as being "pretty rad." 
When I think of rad I do not associate that with being 
bad. This controlled by the federal government means 
the temperature on the floor of the valley was cooler than 
higher up the mountain. Backwards from normal, but it is 
not long lasting, as the Tucker United folks would have 
you believe.  It is nothing to fear. So much for a scary 
term that actually means very little.

The other big concern from the article was the fact that 
90% of the town of Davis would be within 2 miles of the 
data center. Fairfax County, Va. has 45 data centers, and 
they are the largest County in Virginia population wise 
with 1.1 plus million people. 70% of the data centers in 
the county are within 500 feet of a residential area.  Arti-
cle by James Jarvis for December 11, 2024. Written for 
ARLnow news.

The June 11th Advocate involves some very fancy 
footwork by Mayor Al Thomson. He is saying that there 
will be 150 to 300 covering 10,000 acres. As I have stated 
before the 10,000 acre figure is just wrong if you are say-
ing that data centers will cover that much ground. Casey 
Chapman did tell me that is fundamental had to put in 
transmission lines and various right of ways that they 
could use up to 10,000 acres. But not 10,000 acres of data 
centers. I do not know where mayor Al got the 150 to 300 
data center figure because Fundamental only has a permit 
for 1000 megawatts of power which would power only 12 
75,000 megawatt centers. This would be those centers of 
1 acre or larger.

The June 18th Advocate provided some additional new 
reasons not to build. John Bright was concerned about 
pollution and making the area some kind of dark area 
national park.  Like Tucker County needs more federal 
government land in the county so that we can collect 
those wonderful "in lieu of" payments.  We still have 
plenty of dark spots in the County.

The July 2nd Advocate had some novel reasons for not 
building, but Zina Raye's concerns over fire suppression 
were over my head. I do not know what she meant. San-
dra Goss said she was concerned about lack of transpar-
ency from Fundamental. Fundamental redacted what was 
proprietary to them, and the State upheld that that was 
fine. I want to open a pizza shop in Davis and I hope that 
Sandra will post all of her recipes on Facebook so that 
I use them.  I don't see that happening. Jess Tucker was 
concerned about limited housing. I am sure that if new 
people move to the area that someone will build them 

housing.
 A couple of meeting before that Michael Goss objected 

to the project because he was worried about the deer. If 
you Google what counties in Virginia have the most Pope 
and Young records for bowhunter trophy kills you will 
find that at the top of the list is Fairfax County and around 
4th is Loudoun County. These counties have 45 and 115 
data centers respectually. Perhaps the bucks came there 
for the WiFi.

One other objection that has come up more than once 
is the specter of decreased property values. My oldest 
daughter has lived in Loudoun County for 27 years. I 
asked to think back to the value of their house in 2016, 
when the first data center was built there, and then to 
think of today. She said her house value is up about 40%. 
So much for losing value.

If just 12 data centers were built in the county, at 20 
employees each, that would be 240 new jobs for the 
county.  If 50% were janitors or security paying $20 per 
hour, $800 per week, or $40,000 per year, and the rest 
were professionals as $45 per hour, $1800 per week, or 
$93,600 per year, just imagine how much stuff these peo-
ple could buy at places all over the county.  Cobine that 
with the 50 workers at the power plants and you have 
some pretty powerful numbers.

Taxes, taxes, and more taxes. Loudoun County has 115 
data centers that generate $663,000,00 dollars for their 
county every year. That is $5,765,277 for each center. 
If Tucker County could collect 50% of that it would be 
$2,882,638 for each center per year.  Even if tucker gets 
just 30% of that the number is $864,792 per center. Since 
the power plant can support 12 centers that would be 12 
X $864,792 or $10,377,498. per year to the county.  Add 
this number to the figure of $5,000,000 for power plant, 
and you have a total of $15,000,000, or 2 times the cur-
rent Tucker County budget. Just imagine what the county 
commission could accomplish with this new money.

   A problem that has been mentioned a couple of times 
is increased traffic.  According to the Tucker County 
Development president 150 commercial vehicles come 
into Tucker County each day.

Supposedly there will be 6 fuel trucks coming to the 
power plant at most every day. That is a 4% increase, 
hardly a problem.  A projected 250 cars per day at the 
power plant and proposed data center would be spread 
out over a 24 hour work day. Once again, hardly a prob-
lem when you consider the amount of tourons that come 
to Tucker County.

The only fear that I have seen from the Tucker United 
group that is backed up by facts is the possible pollu-
tion numbers. There indeed will be some pollution by 
the plant, however it is not mentioned by anyone from 
Tucker United that these numbers are less than the per-
mittable emissions allowed by the state and federal regs. 
The 2 pollutants that could give you trouble are benzine 
and nitrogen oxide. I had a conversation with Mayor Al 
Thomson, and invited him to a cup of coffee at Milo's. 
Since they cook with gas, besides the coffee, we just get 
some good benzine and nitrogen oxide which are given 
off by gas appliances. I also invited him to Sirianni's for 
lunch pizza, where besides their good pizza, we could 
pick extra benzine and nitrogen oxide from their gas 
pizza oven. I have been going to Sirianni's for 37 years 
and don't plan to stop. I like their food! For all of the 
Tucker United people who have gas cook stoves at home 
you get these fine 2 chemicals right in your own home.

These projects will not hurt tourism in Tucker County, 
but will provide almost 300 well paying jobs, and a ton of 
tax revenue researched this project and wrote this article 
to let the people of tucker County know the other side 
of this story, because you were never ever going to hear 
about this from Tucker United.

ANIMAL SHELTER� Cont. From Front Page 1

Canfield said that one foster family is currently hous-
ing 12 dogs, a mother and 11 puppies.  Canfield, her-
self, fosters seven large dogs, which she lets run with her 
own five large dogs at home.   According to Canfield, the 
County supplies the food for the foster animals. 

“I'm desperate for community involvement,” Canfield 
said. “For people to step up as fosters.  A bathroom, a 
basement, anything that you can separate these animals 
safely from your other animals,” Canfield said. 

Canfield said that in cases where animals are friendly, 
with proper introduction, dogs can roam freely with 
existing pets.

“My dogs, my foster dogs just run with my pack 
because we did proper introduction,” Canfield said.

Canfield said her goal is to maintain the Shelter's sta-
tus as a “No Kill Shelter,” one of the few in the area.  To 
keep the Shelter's No Kill status, the Shelter must main-
tain above a 90% Live Release Rate, according to Can-
field.  A Live Release Rate is the amount of animals that 
are either adopted, transferred to other partner rescues 
or releasing into the wild.  The Tucker County Animal 
Shelter currently maintains a 98% Live Release Rate.

“We were a 98% No Kill Shelter for the Year of 2024,” 
Canfield said. “I take a lot of pride in that because there 
are a lot of facilities surrounding us that are not consid-
ered a No Kill Shelter and I want us to continue to stay 
that way for years and years and years to come.”

Canfield said that she does not want to have to be put 
into the position to have to consider the quality of life 
of the long term residents of the Shelter due to space 
constraints.  However, the current situation is placing 
the Shelter in a position where decisions may have to 
be made.

“I would never want to be put in the position that we 
would have to make the decision for the longer term resi-
dents to look at quality of life because just to put it out 
there we are currently in a position to where we are going 
to have to reconfigure what we do,” Canfield said. 

The crisis has meant that the Shelter has had to turn 

away intakes for weeks now.  The Shelter has been at 
capacity on dogs for two weeks and three weeks on cats 
simply because there is no more space. Canfield said 
they have placed kennels in her office and the lobby and 
have cats in dog kennels and have doubled up dogs in 
kennels in an effort to make space.  

Canfield said she feels that she is letting down not only 
the community, but the animals that she has pledged to 
serve. 

“There are more people that we are letting down, there 
are more animals that need us that we are not serving and 
that's not a good feeling to go to bed with,” Canfield said.

Canfield said she has tried reaching out to partner res-
cues for help, but it is problem that everyone else is fac-
ing, as well.  Of the 10 rescues that Canfield said she has 
contacted in the past 10 days, the ones that had gotten 
back to her have said that they were even too full to even 
want 10 week old purebred German Shepherd puppies.

“That's saying a lot about the crisis that we are in right 
now,” Canfield said.

Besides the logistics of placement of animals, the 
Shelter is facing a financial crisis, as well.  Each intake 
costs a minimum of $150 for vaccinations and spay/neu-
ter. Those costs do not include the costs of litter, bed-
ding, food or any needed vet care the animal may need.   
The Shelter also suffers from aging and broken kennels.

“Right now the kennels we have, have not been 
renewed in a very long time, so they are rusty and we are 
rigging them up with zip ties and that goes for the cats, 
as well,” Canfield said. 

The Shelter is also seeking Business involvement dur-
ing this crisis.  There is a need for more kennels at the 
facility.  Canfield said she is going to begin going around 
to Businesses in the area seeking sponsorship for kennels 
and cages.  

“I need to rely on the people of this County to step up 
and help us get these animals into safe homes while they 
wait on their forever homes so that we can continue to 
serve and help more,” Canfield said.

Highlands 
Bankshares, Inc.  

Reports 2025 Second 
Quarter Earnings And 

Declares Quarterly 
Dividend 

Petersburg, WV - Highlands Bankshares, Inc. (OTC: 
HBSI) announced unaudited earnings of  $2,808,000 for the 
first six-month period ended June 30, 2025. This represents 
an increase of 32.39%  from the $2,121,000 earned during 
the same period in 2024. On a per share basis, net income 
was $2.12 for the first six months of 2025, compared to earn-
ings of $1.59 per share for the six months ended June  30, 
2024. 

On July 8, 2025, the Board of Directors declared a quar-
terly dividend of $0.45 per share to be paid on  August 1, 
2025 to all shareholders of record as of July 18, 2025. Based 
upon the current market price and  annualizing the dividends 
paid to shareholders this quarter, Highlands’ current dividend 
yield is 5.14%.  

Jack H. Walters, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
of the holding company, stated “I am very  pleased with the 
performance of the company during the first half of 2025. 
We continued to see strong  growth in deposits as well as 
across all loan segments. Our net interest margin continues 
to improve as  legacy loans reprice and deposit costs have 
remained stable. Economic conditions in our region continue  
to be stable, but we are watchful for any potential downturns 
as we judge that the current credit cycle is  closer to the end 
than the beginning. We enjoy and look forward to continu-
ing to build partnerships with  individuals and businesses 
throughout our area who appreciate our commitment to com-
munity banking.” 

Highlands Bankshares, Inc. currently operates twelve 
banking locations in West Virginia and Virginia 
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Obituaries
Carol Ann Carr Simmons 

Carol Ann Carr Sim-
mons, 89, a resident of 
Hambleton, passed from 
this life Wednesday eve-
ning, July 9, 2025, at her 
home.  She had been in 
failing health and death 
was due to cardiac arrest.  

Carol was born Thurs-
day, June 25, 1936, in 
Hendricks, a daughter of 
the late Tennis Lee Carr 
and Pansy Ellen Bright 
Carr.  On Nov. 8, 1954, 
at Oakland, MD, she was 
married to Lloyd Junior 
Simmons who preceded 
her in death on January 
26, 2003.  

Left to cherish Car-
ol’s memory is one son, 
Jeffrey L. Simmons of 
Hambleton, four grand-
children, Jeffrey Simmons 
and wife, Heather, Katie 
Phillips and husband, 
Cody, Kim Showalter 
and husband, Charlie, and 
Ricky Simmons and wife, 
Kaitlyn, seven grandchil-
dren, Cameron, Kendall, 

Bryson, Maddie, Vaeda, 
Granite, and Carson, one 
sister, Zetta Fansler, three 
brothers, Danny Carr and 
wife, Phyllis, Hoye Lynn 
Carr and wife, Shirley, and 
Phillip Carr, one daughter-
in-law, Barbara Simmons, 
one sister-in-law, June 
Ann Carr, and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Preceding Carol in 
death besides her husband 
and parents was one son, 
Ricky Lynn Simmons, one 
brother, Doral Carr, and 

one brother-in-law, Allen 
Dale Fansler.

Carol was a graduate of 
Parsons High School.  She 
and her husband, Lloyd, 
owned and operated a gro-
cery store in Hambleton 
for several years before 
she found enjoyment in 
being a homemaker.  She 
enjoyed gardening, cook-
ing, canning, and raising 
her chickens.  Matt Dil-
lon, westerns, and other tv 
programs were part of her 
evening plans over her last 
few years.  She was also 
an avid reader especially 
when it came to her Bible.  
Carol was a Christian with 
a strong faith in her Lord.

A private graveside 
service was held at Par-
sons City Cemetery.  The 
Hostetler Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with 
the arrangements for Carol 
Ann Carr Simmons.  Send 
condolences to the family 
at www.hostetlerfuneral-
home.com.

Highlands Bankshares, Inc. 
Announces First Quarter 2025 Results 

Highlands Bankshares, Inc. (OTC: 
HBSI) announces results of operations for 
the first quarter of 2025. 

Highlands Bankshares, Inc., the parent 
company of The Grant County Bank and 
Capon Valley Bank, posted first quarter 
2025 earnings of $1,384,000 or $1.04 per 
share of common stock outstanding (EPS),  
compared to $891,000 or $0.67 EPS for 
the same period of 2024. 

On April 8, 2025, the Board of Directors 
declared a quarterly dividend to sharehold-
ers of $0.45 per share.  The dividend was 
payable to all shareholders of record as of 
April 25, 2025 and was paid on or about  
May 2, 2025. Based upon the current mar-
ket price and annualizing the dividends 
paid to shareholders  this quarter, High-
lands’ current dividend yield is 5.3% 

Return on average assets (ROAA) 
increased in 2025 to 0.94%, as compared 
to 0.64% in the same period  of 2024. 
The return on average equity (ROAE) 
increased to 8.82% at March 31, 2025, as 
compared to  6.38% at March 31, 2024. 

Total assets, as of March 31, 2025, 
increased $10,276,000 to $589,836,000 
compared to December 31,  2024. Total 
liabilities increased $8,744,000 as of 
March 31, 2025 to $527,085,000 com-
pared to  December 31, 2024 as a result of 
an increase in deposits. 

Shareholders’ Equity at March 31, 2025 
was $62,751,000 or $47.24 per outstand-
ing share, compared to  December 31, 
2024 of $61,282,000 or $45.84 per out-
standing share.  

Jack H. Walters, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of the holding company, 
stated, “We are pleased  to report increased 
earnings in Q1 2025 compared to the prior 
year. Stabilizing deposits costs and  growth 
in our loan portfolio have combined to 
enhance our net interest margin compared 
to the year ago  period. This increase has 
contributed to higher levels of net interest 
income, which is our primary source  of 
earnings. We look forward to continuing to 
work with consumers and small businesses 
to help them  realize their dreams and to 
contribute to the overall well-being of our 
communities.”  

Highlands Bankshares, Inc. is listed on 
the OTC market under the symbol HBSI  
(http://www.otcmarkets.com) and is the 
holding company for The Grant County 
Bank and Capon Valley  Bank. Highland’s 
subsidiary banks operate twelve banking 
locations in West Virginia and Virginia and  
offer credit insurance through its wholly-
owned subsidiary, HBI Life Insurance 
Company. 

Certain statements in this press release 
may constitute “forward-looking state-
ments” within the  meaning of the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. 
Forward-looking statements  are state-
ments that include projections, predic-
tions, expectations or beliefs about future 

events  or results or otherwise are not 
statements of historical fact. Such state-
ments are often  characterized by the use 
of qualified words (and their derivatives) 
such as “expect”, “believe”,  “estimate”, 
“plan”, “project”, “anticipate” or other 
similar words. Although the company 
believes that its expectations with respect 
to certain forward-looking statements 
are based upon  reasonable assumptions 
within the bounds of its existing knowl-
edge of its business and  operations, there 
can be no assurance that actual results, 
performance or achievements of the  com-
pany will not differ materially from any 
future results, performance or achieve-
ments  expressed or implied by such for-
ward-looking statements. Actual future 
results and trends may  differ materially 
from historical results or those anticipated 
depending on a variety of factors,  includ-
ing, but not limited to, the effects of and 
changes in: general economic conditions, 
the  interest rate environment, legislative 
and regulatory requirements, competi-
tive pressures, new  products and delivery 
systems, inflation, changes in the stock 
and bond markets, technology,  down-
turns in the trucking, mining, and timber 
industries, downturns in the housing mar-
ket  affecting manufacturers of household 
cabinetry and thus, employment, effects of 
mergers  and/or downsizing in the poul-
try industry in Hardy County, continued 
challenges in the current  economic envi-
ronment affecting our financial condition 
and results of operations, continued  dete-
rioration in the financial condition of the 
U.S. banking system impacting the valu-
ations of  investments the company has 
made in the securities of other financial 
institutions, and  consumer spending and 
savings habits, particularly in the current 
economic environment.  Additionally, 
actual future results and trends may dif-
fer from historical or anticipated results to  
the extent: (1) any significant downturn in 
certain industries, particularly the trucking 
and timber  industries are experienced; (2) 
loan demand decreases from prior periods; 
(3) the company may  make additional 
loan loss provisions due to negative credit 
quality trends in the future that may  lead 
to a deterioration of asset quality; (4) the 
company may not experience significant  
recoveries of previously charged-off loans 
or loans resulting in foreclosure; (5) the 
company is  unable to control costs and 
expenses as anticipated, (6) legislative 
and regulatory changes  could increase 
expenses (including changes as a result 
of rules and regulations adopted under  
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act); and (7) any 
additional  assessments imposed by the 
FDIC. The company does not update any 
forward-looking  statements that may be 
made from time to time by or on behalf of 
the company.

Blackwater Falls Construction 
Foundation Funded

Davis, WV - The West Virginia State 
Parks Foundation is pleased to announce 
new building construction at the Sled Run 
at Blackwater Falls State Park.    Put in 
place by Milco Metals of Phillipi, the new 
building will provide indoor storage and 
repair space for the heavy equipment used 
to groom sledding trails.  Park Superinten-
dent Ben Leedom said, “construction of 
this building was long overdue and badly 
needed.”  Notably the longest sled run on 
the East Coast, The Blackwater Falls sled-
ding area provides a quarter mile of winter 
fun and serves an average of 12,000 guests 
annually.

Funding for the project was provided by 
the West Virginia State Parks Foundation.  
“The staff at Blackwater Falls would like to 
thank the foundation for making this project 
possible,” Leedom continued.   Foundation 
Board Member Kim McCluskey related 

that “all of the funding for this project was 
provided by donation. Our funding comes 
from grants and donations, and we use all 
of it for projects on our state park areas, and 
for capacity building.”  Donations to help 
with projects like the Sled Run building can 
be made to the WV State Parks Foundation 
at www.wvspf.org.

The West Virginia State Parks Founda-
tion Inc. is an independent 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization with a mission to “pre-
serve, protect, and enhance West Virginia 
State Parks by providing leadership in com-
munication, funding, and advocacy in part-
nership with individual Park Foundations.

Located in the Allegheny Mountains of 
Tucker County, Blackwater Falls State Park 
is named for the amber waters of Black-
water Falls, a 57-foot cascade tinted by 
the tannic acid of fallen hemlock and red 
spruce needles.

Midcap named 
Presidents Council chair

GC president has served on MACC 
Executive Committee since 2021

Annapolis, MD – The Maryland Associa-
tion of Community Colleges Board of Direc-
tors has elected Garrett College President Dr. 
Richard Midcap to chair MACC’s Presidents 
Council.

Midcap, who has been on MACC’s Exec-
utive Committee since 2021, officially took 
over  as chair of the 16-member Presidents 
Council on July 1. He succeeds Dr. Mary 
Bolt, Cecil College’s president, who served 
a pair of one-year terms as chair.

“I’m honored to serve as chair of such an 
impressive group  of presidents,” said Mid-
cap, who is in his ninth year as president of 
Garrett College. “We’re a collaborative and 
close-knit group that has one overarching 
mission – supporting all of the community 
college students across the state who are pre-
paring for transfer to four-year colleges and 
universities or direct entry into Maryland’s 
workforce.”

As chair of the Presidents Council, Mid-
cap will also serve as  vice president of 
MACC. Audrey Farley, a Prince George’s 
Community College trustee, will serve as 
MACC president.

Three other community college presidents 
– Dr. James Klauber (Hagerstown Com-
munity College), Dr. Dawn Lindsay (Anne 
Arundel Community College) and Bolt 
as past chair – will serve with Midcap and 
Farley on MACC’s Executive Committee. 
Trustees Reza Jafari (Chesapeake College) 
and Shawn Coates (College of Southern 
Maryland) will round out the seven-member 
Executive Committee.

MACC was formed in 1992 to serve as 
the unified voice of Maryland’s 16 com-
munity colleges. Dr. Brad Phillips serves as 
executive director of MACC, which acts as 
a liaison for community colleges with the 
Maryland Higher Education Commission 
(MHEC), the University System of Mary-
land, and other relevant state and federal 
organizations.

MACC also has a significant government 
relations role, maintaining relationships with 
the Maryland General Assembly, the office 
of Governor Wes Moore, and other state 
departments and agencies. It has in recent 
years taken on a significant grants-manage-
ment role, serving as the grant recipient for 
a host of federal and statewide grants in the 
cybersecurity field that support training at 
the 16 community colleges.

Midcap spent 23 years at Chesapeake Col-

lege, including 13 as vice president, before 
being appointed Garrett College’s 13th 
president in November 2016. His GC tenure 
has been marked by comprehensive capital 
improvements – including construction of 
the Offutt STEM Center, the Performing 
Arts Center at Garrett College, the Mosser 
Road Heritage Trail, and a multipurpose turf 
field – as well as successful reaccreditation 
by the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education (MSCHE).

The College has also seen a broad expan-
sion of its intercollegiate athletics program, 
with men’s soccer set to become GC’s eighth 
varsity sport this fall.

Midcap earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in History from Salisbury (MD) Uni-
versity, a Master of Education degree in His-
tory from Washington (MD) College, and a 
doctorate in innovation and leadership from 
Wilmington (DE) University. He is also a 
graduate of Maryland Eastern Shore Leader-
ship, and earned a certification in sport man-
agement from Concordia (MN) University 
St. Paul.

Midcap and his wife, Donna, a retired 
elementary school teacher, live in McHenry.

Garrett College President Dr. Richard 
Midcap has been elected chair of the 
Maryland Community Colleges Council 
of Presidents (MCCCP).

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM
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West Virginia Becomes 
First State in Nation 

to Develop Statewide 
Tourniquet Takedown 

Protocols for EMS

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – West Virginia has become 
the first state in the country to develop statewide tour-
niquet removal or ‘takedown’ protocols for Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS), and, after one year of mea-
surable success in the field, is becoming the model for 
tourniquet training at the national level. 

“An opportunity like this one doesn’t present itself 
every day,” shared Secretary of Health Dr. Arvin Singh. 
“This is something that takes time, dedication, and hard 
work to see to fruition. I am extremely proud of those 
who have had a hand in developing these protocols and 
am excited to see their impact on the future of health-
care, not just for West Virginia but for other states and 
their communities as well.” 

A tourniquet is a device used to apply pressure to a 
limb in the effort to control bleeding, especially in cases 
that involve severe bleeding, such as gunshot wounds. 
West Virginia’s protocols were developed by Acting 
State Health Officer Dr. P.S. Martin alongside Dr. Greg 
Schaefer, a trauma surgeon at West Virginia University, 
after recognizing that, although tourniquet use in pre-
hospital trauma care is well-documented in controlling 
hemorrhage and improving surgical outcomes, limited 
data exists regarding the success of and potential risks 
of tourniquet removal in the field by EMS providers. 

Dr. Martin found that there were cases in which tour-
niquets had been applied as part of routine pre-hospital 
care that could have been reassessed and removed but 
were not due to current guidelines.

  “There is this taboo in the medical community sur-
rounding tourniquet takedown,” Dr. Martin explained. 
“Once one is in place a lot of hospitals do not want to 
remove it unless there is a vascular surgeon present. 
However, every minute a tourniquet is applied, there is 
a risk of tissue death and limb loss. We wanted to find 
those situations where tourniquets could be removed 
and do so through proper training and see what that data 
looked like to show that takedown is not only viable but 
preferred in the right situations.” 

Together, Dr. Martin and Dr. Schaefer developed 
statewide takedown protocols, which allow providers 
two chances to remove the tourniquet. Upon receiving 
patients with tourniquets, providers will now assess 
the device by first making sure it has been properly 
placed and replacing it if not. Then, they will expose 
the wound, apply a properly packed wound dressing, 
and wait approximately three to five minutes while 
slowly releasing the tourniquet’s pressure. If bleeding 
resumes, they will retighten the tourniquet and repack 
the wound with one more chance for removal after 15 
minutes, if they are not already at the hospital.

   Since June 15, 2024, Dr. Martin has been evaluating 
cases where a tourniquet was applied and subsequently 
removed in the field. Data was extracted from elec-
tronic patient care records, including structured fields 
and provider narratives, to ensure only cases with con-
firmed tourniquet applications were included. A total of 
98 cases met the inclusion criteria, with approximately 
20 percent undergoing tourniquet takedown. Of those 
who underwent tourniquet removal, 16 did not have to 
have their tourniquets redeployed. 

Comparative analysis showed no statistically sig-
nificant difference in patient outcomes between take-
down and non-takedown groups, although the take-
down cohort exhibited a higher proportion of clinical 
improvement at 64.7%. Additionally, no patients in the 
takedown group experienced deterioration, while 2.9% 
of non-takedown patients worsened, suggesting that 
tourniquet takedown, when performed by trained EMS 
personnel, may be associated with clinical improve-
ment. 

“Tourniquets can be extremely helpful in saving lives, 
but they can also be overused,” says Dr. Martin. “There 
is sometimes this knee jerk reaction that if we see blood 
we want to stop it, and that’s not the wrong reaction 
but sometimes a tourniquet is not always the answer, 
especially when a less invasive, less limb threaten-
ing method will do the job. Prolonged tourniquet use, 
when they are not necessary, can be very limb threaten-
ing when you are dealing with the prolonged transport 
times faced by those in rural West Virginia. This study 
brings light to that and, we hope, shows that we don’t 
have to fear tourniquet removal but can actually use it 

to bring the best care possible to patients.” 
“We want to take any opportunity that we can to 

further expand the expertise of our EMS providers,” 
explained Joseph Ratliff, Director of the Office of 
Emergency Medical Services. "Doing so gives those 
providers the tools they need to perform at their best 
and ensures that they are doing all they can to save lives 
and improve the health of West Virginians.”

In May, Dr. Martin shared his findings at the National 
Association of State Emergency Medical Services Offi-
cials’ (NASEMSO) Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, marking West Virginia as the first state to 
provide patient data on tourniquet takedown conversion 
at the national level. NASEMSO and the National EMS 
Quality Alliance will use that data as they work to build 
national takedown protocols and quality measures.

The West Virginia Department of Health (DH) seeks 
to advance the health and well-being of all West Virgin-
ians promoting healthy behaviors, working to mitigate 
public health crises, and increasing access to health-
related resources and information.

 For more information, visit dhhr.wv.gov.

THANK YOU FOR READING 

Join TVCD for a Grazing Outreach 
Field Day at Sickler Farm on July 26

Philippi, WV: The Tygarts Valley Conservation Dis-
trict invites farmers, landowners, and ag professionals to 
attend its upcoming Grazing Outreach Field Day on Sat-
urday, July 26th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Sickler 
Farm, located at 1739 Chestnut Ridge Road, Moatsville, 
WV 26405.

This free event will focus on practical approaches to 
pasture management, rotational grazing, soil health, and 
other conservation-minded practices that benefit both the 
land and your livestock. Attendees can expect expert dem-
onstrations, real-world strategies, and plenty of time for 
Q&A and discussion.

Featured speakers include experts from USDA-NRCS, 
WVU Extension, and the Tygarts Valley Conservation 
District, who will share helpful tools and insights that pro-
ducers can take back to the field.

Registration is free, but TVCD asks participants to sign 
up in advance so a head count can be taken for refresh-
ments.

Attendees will also have the chance to win useful door 
prizes, including:

Vouchers for soil tests and forage tests
36" stainless steel soil probes
Hand-held seeders
The event will take place rain or shine, so bring your 

boots and be ready for an informative day outdoors.
You can find the registration link and more details on 

TVCD’s Facebook page: facebook.com/TygartsValleyCD 
and on Eventbrite 

Contact:  Tygarts Valley Conservation District
Phone: (304) 457-3026   
Email: tvcd@wvca.us

Summer Reading 2025
Five Rivers Public Library has completed the 36th 

annual summer reading program with a total of 173 
children and adults attending the four day program. The 
event titled “Color our World” focused on the arts with 
a book to go Five Rivers Public Library has completed 
the 36th annual summer reading program with a total of 
173 children and adults attending the four day program. 
The event titled “Color our World” focused on the arts 
with a book to go along with each week’s theme. Week 
one “Fabulous Foods” was led by Jes Streets, Cindy 
Harsh and Marcy Evick from Tucker Co Extension Ser-
vice. Using food provided by Tucker County Commu-
nity Action the children were led through fruit kabob 
making, paint stamping with fruits and vegetables, and a 
scavenger hunt. The second week “Magical Music” was 
led by Heather Lantz, music teacher at TVEMS. Heather 
had the kids making music with recorders and drums 
and dancing with pool noodles. The third week “Cosmic 
Colors” was led by Crystal Hardy, third grade teacher 
at TVEMS. Crystal led the kids through a step by step 
sponge painted galaxy on a canvas, constellation crafting 
using marshmallows and pretzel sticks, and glitter slime 
making. To kick off the last day of summer reading the 
kids gathered at the Mill Race Park to enjoy the splash 
pad and grilled hot dogs courtesy of the City of Parsons.

Of the reading lists that were turned in, 2015 books 
were read during the 3 week program. The top readers 
this year were:   1st place Haisleigh Ranker, 2nd place 
Iestyn Bolinger, 3rd place Ryleigh Blue. All children 
were rewarded with treat bags with the top three read-
ers receiving special totes. Local businesses contributed 
by donating gift certificates for the kids’ bags. For their 
contributions we would like to thank McDonalds, Shop n 
Save, Mr. Pizza, Happy Jax Frosted Memories, The Sun-
rise Coffee Co., Black Fork Pizza, and Piccolo Paula’s 
Caffe. We would also like to thank the Tucker County 
Extension office, Tucker County CEOS and Tucker 

County Community Action for preparing and deliver-
ing the kids lunches. We also appreciate all the parents, 
grandparents, etc. who brought the children to our pro-
gram and the volunteers that made it so special. The kids 
had a great time as did the library staff!

Children attending this year: Luke Rippy, Madison 
Mayberry, Ryleigh Blue, Raeghan Blue, Eve Carrico, 
Annabeth Evans, Lorelai Evans, Ryder Glover, Colt 
Glover, Adalee Lycliter, Avery Lycliter, Reid Smith, 
Claira Smith, Idalee Nestor, Quinn Hovatter, Gage Hov-
atter, Camden Thompson, Beau Smith, Cameron Smith, 
Isabell Martin, Haisleigh Ranker, Iestyn Bolinger, Ella 
Hess, Jackson Hess, Hadley Parsons, Callen Parsons, 
Wade Summerfield, Evelyn Summerfield, Briar Hebb, 
Boone Hebb, Addalee Hebb, Anatala Hebb, and Jack 
Hebb.

 Thanks to our volunteers, Daniel Smith, Baylee Lewis, 
Ava Wilfong and Amesley Channel. And a special thanks 
to Wendy Niceler from the Health Plan.

1st place Haisleigh Ranker, 2nd place Iestyn Bolinger, 
3rd place Ryleigh Blue
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TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232� 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE
Serving the people of Tucker County 

since 1896

Yards of the Month - July

The Mountaineer Garden Club chose 
the homes of Amy and Marty Smith and 
Trenton Helmick, both located in the Pulp 
Mill bottom, along with Lohr and Barb 
Funeral Home for July's Yard of the Month 
recipients. The Smith home on Mill Street 
has a garden oasis on the left side of the 
house hidden behind evergreen bushes as 
well as beautiful clematis plants that climb 
trellises on the front porch. The yard and 
porch boasts a wide variety of plants and 
flowers including catmint, lady's mantle, 
butterfly weed, lavender, hydrangea, flox 
glove, hostas, ferns and cactus.

The Helmick home on Chris Drive has 
a patriot theme showcasing numerous 

antiques, red white and blue vintage decor 
and flowers galore including million bells, 
petunias, ivy, spiderwort, hostas, pansies 
and a crepe myrtle bush. The antiques are 
incorporated in the front yard garden and 
include a suitcase, watering, gas and milk 
cans, tables, bicycles and a wash tub. 

Lohr and Barb's Funeral Parlor in down-
town Parsons also boasts a patriotic theme 
with vintage flags, red carnations, red 
roses and a red maple tree. Front and side 
entrances even have red cushioned white 
wicker furniture. 

Be sure and check out these beautiful 
displays of color, flowers and decorations 
this month.

Home of Amy and Marty Smith.

Home of Trenton Helmick.

 Lohr and Barb Funeral Home

Fireworks accident near Big 
Bear Lake in Preston County 
sends man to hospital with 

severe groin, leg injuries

BRUCETON MILLS, W.Va. (WV 
News) — A man was seriously injured 
in a fireworks accident late Friday night 
near Big Bear Lake in Preston County, 
prompting a rapid emergency response.

According to emergency radio traffic 
and initial reports, the incident occurred 
around 10 p.m. on July 4, when a mortar-
style firework detonated and struck the 
man in the groin area, causing a large 
laceration and major blood loss.

Emergency responders on scene 
immediately applied a tourniquet in an 
effort to control the bleeding. HealthNet 

was contacted for potential air transport, 
with weather conditions being evaluated 
for flight safety. Monongalia EMS was 
also alerted due to the need for a poten-
tial emergency blood transfusion.

The injured man remained conscious 
and alert during treatment. He was trans-
ported by Bruceton Mills EMS ambu-
lance and met Mon EMS en route for 
continued care before arriving at the 
hospital.

Details regarding the man’s identity 
and condition have not yet been released. 
The incident is under investigation.


