
New Bills Proposed in State Legislature Take Aim at Data Centers

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
Two new bills pro-

posed in the West Vir-
ginia State Legislature 
are aimed at Data Cen-
ters.  House Bill 4509 
aims to revise HB 2019 
and House Bill 4683 sets 
its sight on banning the 
use of groundwater for 
data centers. 

HB 4509 was intro-
duced January 19th by 
Delegates Hansen, Push-

kin, Hornbuckle, Flu-
harty, Williams, Ham-
ilton, Garcia and Lewis 
and referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and 
Public Works then the 
Judiciary.    The bill 
aims to return control to 
local governments for 
data center projects and 
strikes out much of the 
original text of HB 2014, 
eliminated pages of the 
original text.

So far no action has 

been made on the Bill. 
HB 4683 was intro-

duced January 21st by 
Delegates Anders, Kim-
ble, Kump and Dillon 
and referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and 
Public  Works then the 
Judiciary.  The bill aims 
to keep data centers from 
using groundwater with 
the goal of preventing 
the depletion of ground-
water and aquifers. 

The Bill states that:

(a) The Legislature 
finds that: 

(1) Groundwater, aqui-
fers, and private wells are 
finite public resources 
essential to life, agricul-
ture, and property rights;

(2) Data centers are 
water-intensive indus-
trial facilities capable of 
depleting groundwater if 
not properly regulated;

(3) Proven technolo-
gies exist that allow 
data centers to operate 
without withdrawing 
groundwater; and (4) 
The protection of pri-
vate property, drinking 
water, and aquifers is a 
core responsibility of the 
State.

Under the Bill, no 
data center may with-
draw groundwater or 
aquifer water for cool-
ing purposes, drill or uti-
lize private or industrial 
wells, use groundwater 
as a primary or backup 
cooling source, transport 
groundwater by tanker or 
other means for cooling 
or access groundwater 
under emergency, tempo-
rary or conditional per-
mits and no permit, vari-
ance, waiver or rule may 
authorize groundwater 
use by a data center. 

Under the Bill, pro-
vided no groundwater is 
used, the following cool-
ing methods may be uti-
lized: closed-loop cool-
ing systems, air-cooled 

or dry cooling systems, 
reclaimed or greywater 
systems, sourced from 
municipal or industrial 
wastewater, hybrid sys-
tems, or heat recovery 
or heat reuse systems the 
reduce cooling demand.

Water source restric-
tions include the stipu-
lation that cooling water 
must be sourced from 
municipal reclaimed 
water systems or non-
potable surface water 
sources expressly 
approved for industrial 
use.  Potable drinking 
water systems may not 
be used unless the facil-
ity can demonstrate that 
there is zero alternative 
availability and the use 

will not reduce resi-
dential or agricultural 
supply.  There is a stip-
ulation that under no cir-
cumstances may ground-
water be substituted.

There is also water 
use meter requirement, 
monthly water-use 
reporting, unannounced 
inspections and water 
use data shall be public 
records. Prior to con-
struction the Bill also 
requires a hydrogeologic 
impact study, cumulative 
impact study, drought 
condition modeling and  
in the case of any poten-
tial aquifer impact, the 
permit would be denied. 

There has been no 
action taken on the Bill. 
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INTRODUCING THE NEWEST MEMBER OF OUR MEDICAL STAFF:

Elkins Corridor Medical Center   
1013 N. Randolph Ave., Elkins, WV 26241

elkinscorridorwv.com

Silvia Triplett, FNP-C
 Urology     

Talk to your primary care provider to see if a referral is right for you. 

Parson Water, 
Sewer Departments 
See Increased Calls

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
With the latest cold 

snaps, the Parsons Water 
and Sewer Departments 
have seen its fair share of 
emergency calls, accord-
ing to Director Red Lip-
scomb.  However, there is a 
light at the end of the tun-
nel, as all of the lines that 
have broken, have already 
been slated for replacement 
under the upcoming City 
Water and Sewer Projects, 
he said.

“The last couple, three 
weeks here, we have 
been having tremendous 
amounts of calls for sewer 
back ups and more sewer 
back ups,” Lipscomb said.

Two weeks ago, crews 
were called out on Satur-

day for a Moore Avenue 
line collapse, Lipscomb 
said.  The collapse required 
replacement of 14 feet of 
line.   The area is already 
slated for replacement 
under the current City 
Sewer Project. 

“It seems like all the 
trouble areas we’re having 
lately is in the project area 
that is going to get replaced 
next, which is a good 
thing,” Lipscomb said.

Within the few days 
between Sunday, January 
18th and Tuesday, January 
20th,  Lipscomb said that 
his Department saw three 
calls on Sunday and two on 
Tuesday.  

Lipscomb met with the 
contractor for the City 
Sewer Project on Friday, 
January 16th.  He said the 
meeting went well and was 
pleased to see the contractor 
was one whose work he was 
familiar with.  The bid was 
anticipated to be awarded 
on Thursday, January 22nd 
and Lipscomb said the con-
tractor was eager to begin 
within a week or two.

Extreme Cold 
Creates Water Woes 

for Parsons
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
The recent cold snap has created ice jams in the river 

that are creating problems for the Parsons Water Depart-
ment.  Parsons Water Department Director Red Lipscomb 
said that the ice jams have been clogging the raw water 
intake due to the low levels of the river and shutting down 
incoming water to the City’s system.

On Tuesday, January, 20th, the raw water intake com-
pletely shut down from icing on the river, Lipscomb said.  
City crews were able to restore water flow by evening, he 
said.  The system was down for about three and half to 
four hours in total.

“Today, we had the raw water intake shut down.  The 
whole river is iced over completely, but all the water com-
ing down the stream is full of slush and ice that is blocking 
our intake off and there is nothing we could do today, but 

Tucker County Day 2026
January 22nd was designated Tucker County Day 2026 by the West Virginia Senate.  Representatives from 
across the County were on hand at the Legislature to showcase all that Tucker County is about.  The designation 
came via Senate Resolution 9 (SR 9).   Those on hand included the Tucker County Commission, Tucker United, 
Town of Davis Mayor Alan Tomson, the Tucker County Development Authority, Berry Best Catering, Camp Car-
ing, Laurel Creek Farm, Tucker Community Foundation, the Youth Leadership Association, Canaan Valley Spa 
and Wellness Center, Mountain Music Festival, Canaan Valley State Park and Resort, Tucker County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, among others.  Tucker County Day is an annual event at the State Legislature held to show-
case and promote Tucker County at the State level in Charleston. Photos courtesy Tucker County Development 
Authority/ Will Price-WV Legislative Photography.
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News of Record
The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
•	 Donald C. Black, Trustee and Jan C. 

Black, Trustee, Irrevocable Trust Agree-
ment to Donald C. Black, Trustee, Jane C. 
Black, Trustee; Donald C. and Jane C. Black 
Family Irrevocable Trust Agreement.

•	 Haymond LLC, Black Fork District, 33.69 
acres to Mike Rose Inc., $30,000.

•	 Heather M. Clower, Trustee; Freeman 
Family Irrevocable Trust, Clover District, 
QCD 97 acres +/- and 2 acres +/- to Heather 
M. Clower.

•	 Rose Dee Schaeffer/AKA/Rose Dee Hub-
bard, Davis Corporation, Part of Lot 78 to 
F&K Holdings LLC, $135,000.

•	 Sean E. Trimble and Melissa D. Trimble, 
Davis Corporation, Lot 67 Tuscan Ridge 
Sub-division to Cvechko Investments LLC.

•	 Shawn E. Trimble and Melissa D. Trim-
ble, Davis District, Lot 66 Tuscan Ridge 
Sub-division containing 0.63 acres +/- to 

Cvechko Investments LLC, $46,000.
•	 Cvechko Investments LLC, Davis District, 

Lot 68 Tuscan Ridge Sub-division to Sean 
Trimble and melissa D. Trimble.

•	 Linda L. Walker, Dry Fork District, Unit C3 
Week 13 Land of Canaan Vacation Resort to 
Land of Canaan Home Owners Association 
Inc., $605.

•	 Neil Creed and Judy White, Dry Fork 
District, Unit G3 Week 13 Land of Canaan 
Vacation Resort to Land of Canaan Home 
Owners Association Inc., $100.

•	 Aaron Whitacre and Elizabeth Whitacre, 
Dry Fork District, Unit F1 Week 19 Land of 
Canaan Vacation Resort to land of Canaan 
Home Owners Association Inc.

•	 Phillip Eugene Kirk, Jr., Dry Fork Unit B3 
Week 40 Land of Canaan Vacation Resort to 
Caitlin A. Kirk.

•	 The Golden Anchor Properties LLC, Dry 
Fork District, 0.193 acres +/-, Lot 7 The 
Pines to Mild Holdings LLC, $415,500.

•	 Andrew Thomas and Kelly Thomas, Dry 
Fork District, 2.17 acres, Lot 48 Moun-
tainside to Matthew Neverusky and Maria 
Emilia Lopez, $485,500.

•	 Ferrell Glenn Sowards, Dry Fork District, 
TOD Deed – Unit C1 Talheim Village to 
Neall Sowards.

•	 Gene Worden, Jr., Parsons Corporation, 
Lot 12, Block 1, Park Addition to Melinda 
Wotring.

•	 John A. Cantwell, Jr., St. George District, 
Lot 619, 2 acres to James D. Glaspell, Jus-
tin R. Lindsey and James D. Glaspell, III, 
$30,000.

•	 Ricky A. Knotts, Jr., April Knotts and 
Lucinda Jean Knotts, St. George District, 
Confirmatory Deed Parcel A-20 .85 acres to 
Ricky A. Knotts and April Knotts.

•	 Ricky A. Knotts, Jr., Delbert Pennington 
and Jason Loughrie, St. George District, 
Confirmation Deed Parcel B-31 .09 acres 
+/- and Parcel C-0 .11 acres +/-.

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsadvo-
cate.com or dropped off at our office at 219 
Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime tele-
phone number, name and address. This is 
for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and etc. 
will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.

FROM THE MOUNTAINS 
TO THE VALLEYS

YOUR HOMETOWN 
OR YOUR SECOND HOME

We bring you news from 
Tucker County every week.

Fill out this coupon to subscribe 
today or visit us online at 

www.parsonsadvocate.com

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

SEND CHECKS TO THE PARSONS ADVOCATE 
P.O. BOX 345 PARSONS, WV 26287

In-State
$44/Year

Anywhere 
Print & Web

$59/Year

Monthly 
Print & Web
$5.75/Month

Autorenewal Credit/Debit only

Out-of-State
$49/Year

Web Only
$29/Year

Circle One

Publisher Michael Showell
Associate Publisher Lydia Crawley

Office Manager Teri Cayton
Production Design Erika Wright

Advertising Debra Smith - debra@mountainmedianews.com

The Parsons Advocate (422-420) is published weekly at 219 Central Ave Parsons, WV 
26287. Phone 304-478-3533. Fax 304-478-1086.; email 
mikie@parsonsadvocate.com. Yearly subscription rates: $47 annually in West Virginia; 
$52 annually outside West Virginia; Web Only: $41; Anywhere Print & Web: $69; 
Monthly Print & Web Auto-Renewal $6.50. Periodical postage paid at Parsons, WV. 
26287. Established Nov. 27, 1896. Member: West Virginia Press Association and 
National Newspaper Association. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Parsons 
Advocate, 219 Central Ave, Parsons, WV 26287. www.parsonsadvocate.com “Without, or 
with, offense to friends or foes, I sketch your world exactly as it goes.”

WATER� Cont. From Front Page 1

shut down,” Lipscomb said. 
From 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Lipscomb said the intake 

slushed up 27 times, an average of every six minutes.  
Due to the strain on the pumps, the decision was made 
to shut down and give the pumps a rest. 

“I was just lucky that we were able to get up and run-
ning by this evening and get the tank full again,” Lip-
scomb said.

The river was frozen up as far as around the bend to 
Kingsford, Lipscomb said.  He anticipated conditions to 
only get worse with the cold weather projected to come 
to the area following the winter storm over the week-
end.  Low water levels in the river are also contributing 
to intake issues, according to Lipscomb. 

Other dangers to the water supply may come in the 
form of home water lines, Lipscomb said.  Unprotected 
water lines can freeze and break leading to water leaks.  
Lipscomb recommends having water lines adequately 
covered and protected, as well as letting water run dur-
ing cold to prevent freezing.

“The water coming down the river, it was sketchy 

today,” Lipscomb said.  “If the temperatures keep fall-
ing and warm up and thaw, then freeze again and get 
below zero again, we could have a situation.” 

Last year, Lipscomb said that a similar situation hap-
pened, causing the ice to break off and block the intake 
overnight.  He said it is only a matter of time before it 
happens again. 

Parsons does have the Emergency interconnector 
with Hamrick that was completed this fall.  Currently, it 
is functional, Lipscomb said.  However, Hamrick were 
have problems from the cold, as well on Tuesday, the 
20th  as well, he said.  

“Hamrick is having issues today, as well. They’ve 
been having slush up issues all day yesterday,” Lip-
scomb said.  

As long as the slush and ice continues to move down 
the river, crews are able to work with the water flow, 
Lipscomb said.  It is when the flow stops, that the intake 
will no longer be able to feed water at all, he said. 

“If this weather persists like this, it may come down 
to having to take drastic measures,” Lipscomb said. 

West Virginia using beet juice to 
pretreat roads ahead of winter storm

By Maggie Susa
The Herald-Dispatch
Huntington — Beet juice is 

being used across West Virginia, 
including Cabell County, to pre-
treat roads ahead of icy weather 
conditions.

It’s a fairly new practice, and 
the state Division of Highways, 
which is under the Department of 
Transportation, started using the 
substance on an experimental basis 
last winter.

While salt brine is effective at 
melting ice at temperatures in the 
15- to 20-degree range, salt brine 
blended with beet juice can be 
effective at near-zero temperatures, 
according to state Highway Engi-
neer Jacob Bumgarner.

“It’s not a magic pill,” Bumgar-
ner said. “But it’s another tool in 
our toolbox.”

District garages across the state 
receive the ingredients to mix 
their own product before it’s put in 
trucks and distributed on the roads. 
Currently, it’s a mix of 80% tradi-
tional salt brine and 20% beet juice.

“It looks very much, kind of like 
a syrup or like a used oil. It’s very 

dark in color. It’s not bright red 
like you might expect,” said Luke 
Creasy, public information special-
ist for the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Creasy compared it to stale cof-
fee, in scent and appearance.

The beet juice also makes the salt 
brine stickier so it doesn’t wash 
away as easily. Additionally, when 
crews salt on top of the pretreat-
ment, it sticks better.

The pretreatment is more expen-
sive up front but Creasy says that it 
damages the roads less than chem-
ical products so it actually saves 
money in the long run.

In 2025, the Department of 
Transportation spent more than 
$19 million on snow removal and 
ice control. Beet juice is also more 
environmentally friendly.

Many hardware stores sell beet-
enhanced ice melters for home use.

A beet juice-salt brine mixture falls from a West Virginia Department of 
Transportation truck to pretreat a road. WVDOT photo
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Tucker Boys Win Four in a Row, Including Rotary Classic Title

By: Adam Freeman
The Mt. Lions of Tucker County High School had a 

busy schedule last week. They started the week with 
a home matchup against Elkins, where Tucker trailed 
at the end of every quarter except the fourth. Tucker 
trailed 36–27 heading into the final period of play 
when the Mt. Lions went on a 20–7 run to finish the 
game and complete the season sweep of Elkins with 
a 47–43 victory.

Marks: 11 pts, 4 reb, FT 2–3; Mitchell: 11 pts, 1 reb, 
FT 2–3; Arnold: 10 pts, 2 reb; Cummings: 4 pts, 3 

reb, FT 4–4; Lambert: 4 pts, 2 reb; Black: 1 pt, 1 reb.
3-Point Field Goals (1–4)
 Mitchell (1)
Tucker then hit the road to take on the other Ran-

dolph County school, Tygarts Valley High School. 
Tucker found themselves struggling a bit from the 
field again and trailed 27–22 at the half. Tucker knot-
ted the game at 39 each going into the final frame, 
where the Mt. Lions again had their best quarter of the 
night when it mattered most, outscoring the Bulldogs 
19–12 to take the 58–51 win.

Marks: 22 pts, 9 reb, FT 2–4; Mitchell: 12 pts, 6 
reb, FT 2–4; Arnold: 11 pts, 5 reb, FT 1–2; Cum-
mings: 6 pts, 2 reb, FT 2–2; Dearborn: 3 pts, 2 reb; 
Lambert: 2 pts, 10 reb, 3 ast; Black: 2 pts.

3-Point Field Goals (3–21)
 Mitchell (2) Dearborn (1)
Tucker then traveled northwest to New Martinsville 

for the Rotary Classic at Magnolia High School. The 
first matchup pitted Tucker against the host Magno-
lia Blue Eagles. Tucker put together its best offensive 
performance of the season with four players in double 
figures; as a team, they hit 10 triples, and 10 different 
players found the bottom of the net. The Mt. Lions 
scored 25 points or more in three of the four quarters 
and scored a season-high 90 points to take the first-
round game 90–36 over the Blue Eagles.

Arnold: 18 pts, 3 reb, FT 3–4; Simmons: 12 pts, 3 
reb; Black: 12 pts, 3 reb; Dearborn: 11 pts, 3 reb, FT 
1–1; Lambert: 9 pts, 9 reb, FT 2–3; Cummings: 8 pts, 
5 reb, FT 2–2; Ricotilli: 7 pts, 3 reb, FT 1–3; Marks: 
5 pts, 7 reb, FT 1–1; Mitchell: 4 pts, 4 reb, FT 2–2; 
Davis: 4 pts, 4 reb, FT 0–2.

3-Point Field Goals (10–21)
Arnold (3) Dearborn (2) Black (2) Simmons (2) 

Lambert (1)
Tucker finished the big week with a matchup 

against the defending AA state runners-up from Wil-
liamstown High. Tucker was in a dogfight after one 
quarter, holding a narrow 12–11 advantage. The Mt. 
Lions went on an 18–9 spurt before the half to take a 
10-point lead at 30–20. Tucker remained in control of 
the game, never trailing in the second half and secur-
ing the win and the Rotary Classic Title with a final 
score of 64–51.

Arnold: 18 pts, 3 reb, FT 1–2; Marks: 12 pts, 6 reb, 
FT 1–1; Cummings: 12 pts, 4 reb, FT 2–5; Lambert: 
12 pts, 6 reb; Mitchell: 7 pts, 4 reb, FT 5–6; Dear-
born: 3 pts, 2 reb, FT 1–2.

3-Point Field Goals (8–19)
 Arnold (3) Lambert (2)Cummings (2) Marks (1)
Pending the weather, Tucker is scheduled to play 

Pendleton County during the school day at 1:00 p.m. 
at Tucker County High on Tuesday, January 27. With 
four straight wins, Tucker’s record improves to 10–5 
on the season.

Your community. 
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions 
Tucker Valley Wildcats 
Davis Thomas BearsGood Luck!

Drew Simmons finds a cutting Sam Marks for the lay in. Arnold takes it to the hoop.

Lady Mt. Lions Stopped by Southern, Get Past Pendleton
By: Adam Freeman
The TCHS Lady Mt. Lions 

were handed their first home 
loss of the season this past week 
by the Southern (MD) Rams. 
Tucker came out of the gates 
on the slow side, managing just 
7 points in the first and second 
periods to fall behind 31-14 
at the half. Tucker's offensive 
struggles continued in the third, 
as they scored just 3 points in 
the period. Tucker did find the 
goal at a better rate in the fourth 
to net the final at 54-32 in favor 
of Southern.

Moats 15 Pts, 3 Stl, 1 Reb; 
Evans 5 Pts, 10 Reb, FT 1-4; 

Gross 4 Pts, 1 Reb, 1 Stl; Carrol 
4 Pts, 1 Reb, 1 Stl; Shaffer 4 Pts, 
2 Reb. 

3-Point Field Goals (3-17) 
Moats (3) 
Tucker stayed home to fin-

ish the week with a regional 
opponent in Pendleton County. 
Tucker held Pendleton to just 5 
points in the first and 9 points in 
the second to take a 22-14 lead 
into the break. TC blew up for 24 
points in the third period to take 
a 19-point lead into the fourth at 
46-27. Tucker had another pro-
ductive fourth period to put the 
Wildcats away at 59-43 for the 
final score. 

Moats 20 Pts, 4 Reb, 1 Stl; 
Kitzmiller 10 Pts, 3 Reb, 7 Stl; 
Carrol 8 Pts, 3 Reb, 2 Stl; Evans 
6 Pts, 10 Reb, FT 2-2; Gross 6 
Pts, 1 Reb, FT 1-1; Hicks 5 Pts, 
3 Reb, 1 Stl; Shaffer 4 Pts, 5 Reb. 

3-Point Field Goals (8-22)
Moats (4) Kitzmiller (2) Hicks 

(1) Gross (1) 
Tucker’s record settles in 

at 9-2 after the week, with a 
big matchup looming against 
defending Class A champions, 
the Gilmer County Titans, on 
Tuesday, January 27th.

Izzy Kitzmiller scans for an open Lady Mt. Lion (Photo 
by Brittany Channell)

Moats with the triple threat move (Photo by Brittany 
Channell)

Wildcats Punish 
Pendleton County 70-38

By: Adam Freeman
The Tucker Valley boys basketball team hosted the 

Pendleton County Wildcats last week in Hambleton. 
Tucker Valley shot out to an early 17-5 lead over the 
Wildcats before extending that lead to 30-14 before 
halftime. Tucker doubled up Pendleton in the third 
period, holding a 52-25 lead going into the fourth, 
where Tucker Valley finished the job 70-38.

Wildcats’ 8th grader Quinton Teter had himself a 
night, hitting five triples for a total of 28 points, fol-
lowed by fellow 8th grader Titus Bowley with 19 points 
and Blake Holland with 9 points. Tucker will return to 
the gym on Monday, January 26th, to host the Harman 
Panthers.

Teter races down the court for the finish.

Rylan Sexton pushes the round ball after the steal.

SPORTS SEE PAGE 4
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Davis Thomas Beats Harman, 
Loses to Moorefield and Bruceton

By: Adam Freeman
The Davis Thomas Bears picked up 

another win last week over the Har-
man Panthers. The Bears jumped out 
to an early 17–5 lead and held Harman 
scoreless in the second to lead 34–5 at 
the half. Davis Thomas kept its foot on 
the gas and finished the job with a final 
score of 38–14. Elijah O’Brien led the 
Bears in scoring with 12 points, Westyn 
Huffman followed with 8 points, and 
Kevin Kerr finished with 6 points.

DT also took on the Moorefield Yel-
lowjackets. Moorefield proved to be 
too much for the Bears as they took the 
win 44–23. Nolan Luzier led the offen-
sive attack with 8 points, O’Brien net-

ted 7 points, and Huffman and Jarrett 
Dearborn each had 3 points.

The Bears finished the week taking 
on Bruceton Middle. DT was in a fight 
the whole way, trailing 7–2 after the 
first but narrowing the margin to just 
4 at 20–16 at the half. The Bears found 
themselves down 6 at 33–27 head-
ing into the final period; they battled 
to the end but fell short of the come-
back at 38–33. O’Brien again led the 
Bears with 13 points; Luzier and Kerr 
both collected 8 points in the loss. The 
Bears are slated to hit the road for three 
games next week, traveling to Harman 
on Monday, Moorefield on Wednes-
day, and Bruceton on Friday.

Davis Thomas and Tucker Valley Show the 
Future is Bright for Lady Mt. Lions Basketball

By: Adam Freeman
This week, both middle school 

girls' basketball teams in Tucker 
County played outside opponents as 
well as each other.

Davis Thomas (DT) took on Bruce-
ton Middle, where the Lady Bears 
took an early 17–5 lead, extending it 
to 27–9 by the break. DT grew their 
lead to 20 points by the end of the 
third quarter, leading 40–20, before 
finally settling the final score at 
44–22. Addy Johnson led the Bears 
in scoring with 21 points, followed 
by Morgan Simmons with 13 points 
and Harper Wilt with 4 points.

County Tucker Valley, meanwhile, 
took on Pendleton County. The Lady 
Wildcats fell behind early, trailing 
21–3 after the first quarter and 23–7 

at the half. Tucker attempted to bat-
tle back in the second half but ulti-
mately fell to Pendleton 41–16. Mia 
Lambert led Tucker with 6 points, 
Maci Owens collected 5 points, and 
Kosi Slaughbuagh and Ally Wright 
netted 2 points each.

Davis Thomas and Tucker Valley 
then faced each other for an inner-
county showdown. The Wildcats 
jumped out to an early 8–4 advan-
tage over the Bears, but DT pulled 
ahead 11–10 before the break. 
The Bears extended their lead to 6 
points, making it 22–16 going into 
the fourth quarter. The Wildcats 
fought back, outscoring the Bears 
in the final frame, but their efforts 
weren’t quite enough; Davis Thomas 
took the first matchup of the season 

against Tucker Valley with a final 
score of 30–27.

Johnson led the Bears with 15 
points, Simmons scored 9 points, 
and Hadley Nestor finished with 5 
points. Owens led the Wildcats with 

8 points, while Lambert and Slaugh-
buagh both netted 7 points.

Davis Thomas will host Kasson 
Middle on Monday the 26th, while 
Tucker Valley will host the Harman 
Panthers.

� See TUCKER COUNTY DAY page 10

THANK YOU FOR READING THE 
PARSONS ADVOCATE
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Vandalia Health names Laura 
McCall as Executive Director of  
Philanthropy for northern region  

Morgantown, W.Va.  – Vandalia Health is proud to 
appoint Laura McCall as the Executive Director of Phi-
lanthropy of Vandalia Health’s northern region. Most 
recently  serving as the Senior Director of Philanthropy 
for the Vandalia Health Mon Health Medical  Center 
Foundation, McCall brings more than 25 years of expe-
rience in fundraising and  development to this new role. 

“It is an honor to welcome Laura McCall as the Exec-
utive Director of Philanthropy,” said David  Goldberg, 
President and CEO of Mon Health System and Davis 
Health System–Vandalia Health  Northern Region, and 
Executive Vice President of Vandalia Health. “Her deep 
understanding of  the needs, challenges and opportuni-
ties that exist within our health system and the commu-
nities we serve combined with her proven leadership and 
passion for development will be essential in  this role 
as our philanthropic efforts come into alignment with 
health system mission and vision.” 

As the landscape of health care continues to evolve 
and present unique challenges, McCall  sees opportu-
nities for philanthropic efforts to help ease the burdens 
of patients, support  innovation and expansion for the 
health system and bring value to the communities the 
health  system serves.  

“Being able to align donors’ wishes with identified 
needs can lead to meaningful, life-changing  outcomes, 
from expanding access to education to supporting treat-
ments for patients who might  not otherwise be able to 
afford them,” said McCall.  

During her tenure as Senior Director of Philanthropy, 
a broader team approach to development  began to form 
with events like the first annual Dragon Boat Festival, 
which benefitted clinical  expansion projects at Vanda-
lia Health Mon Stonewall Jackson Memorial Hospital 
in Weston and  Vandalia Health Mon Preston Memorial 
Hospital in Kingwood, and the 2025 Ball of the Year,  
which for the first time gave donors the ability to choose 
which community was impacted by their  gifts. 

“My vision is to strengthen philanthropy across Van-
dalia Health’s northern region by creating  alignment 
where it matters and preserving local identity where it’s 
essential,” said McCall. “Each of our hospitals has its 
own history, relationships, and priorities, and that’s a 
strength.”

In this new role, McCall will work in close partner-
ship with the boards, donors and community  stakehold-
ers of Vandalia Health’s northern region to support their 
efforts, working collaboratively  to achieve goals within 
the region. 

For more information about philanthropy across Van-

dalia Health’s northern region, visit  MonHealth.com/
Foundation.  

For information about Vandalia Health, visit Vandali-
aHealth.org. 

About Vandalia Health: Vandalia Health, headquar-
tered in Charleston, is a multi-state health system with 
locations  across West Virginia as well as in Maryland, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia. Made up of CAMC 
Health System,  Davis Health System and Mon Health 
System, Vandalia Health’s 17 hospitals (including 3 
affiliates) provide a  comprehensive variety of services 
including the only kidney transplant center in southern 
West Virginia, the first  freestanding women and chil-
dren’s hospital in West Virginia, a Level I Trauma Center 
(highest ranking), a Level I  pediatric intensive care unit 
(highest ranking) and a Level III neonatal intensive care 
unit (with the most critical NICU  resources). Vanda-
lia Health also has over 220 outpatient locations, more 
than 13,000 employees and more than  2,000 doctors and 
advanced practice providers. Additionally, the Institute 
for Academic Medicine provides education,  outreach 
and research support to student physicians and other 
medical professionals hosting, on any given day,  more 
than 1,000 students in programs leading to degrees or 
certifications in health professions. For more informa-
tion  or a map of locations visit VandaliaHealth.org.

Vandalia Health is proud to appoint Laura McCall as 
the Executive Director of Philanthropy of Vandalia 
Health’s northern region.

AAA: Bitter Cold Dangerous for Homes and Vehicles
Proper home insurance and vehicle maintenance is essential

 Some of the winter’s most frigid temperatures are 
hitting a large portion of the country this week and 
AAA is reminding vehicle owners and homeowners 
about the importance of being prepared for inclem-
ent weather. Below-freezing temperatures can wreak 
havoc on a home’s heating system, plumbing, and 
exterior features. Also, winter is particularly tough on 
car batteries and tires. Maintaining homes and vehi-
cles during cold strikes is essential to reduce the risk 
of winter damage.

“As much of the country is being impacted by win-
ter storms, homeowners and motorists should be pro-
active in making sure their residences and vehicles are 
ready for cold weather,” said Jim Garrity, director of 
public affairs, AAA East Central. “High repair costs 
and headaches can hopefully be avoided by taking 
measures to ensure a home’s interior and exterior are 
prepared for frigid temperatures and car batteries and 
tires are in proper working order.”

Home Protection
•	 Remove hoses from exterior faucets.
•	 Repair or replace weather stripping around win-

dows and doors, vents and fans, plumbing, air 
conditioners and electrical and gas lines.

•	 Use caulk or insulation to seal all cracks, holes 
and other openings on exterior walls.

•	 Let faucets drip a little bit to prevent freezing 
pipes.

•	 Know where water shutoff valves are located so 
water can be turned off in case of an emergency.

•	 Air inside the walls, where pipes are, can be 
much colder than air in the room, so set the ther-
mostat at a reasonable temperature, even if no 
one is home.

•	 Keep bathroom and kitchen cabinet doors open 
to let warm air circulate around the pipes.

Winter Damages Covered by Homeowners Insur-
ance

Winter comes with snow, and sometimes lots of it. A 
standard home insurance policy may cover the damage 
if a roof collapses or is damaged due to the weight of 
snow or ice from a storm. Another threat to homes in 
the winter season is cold snaps. Water left standing in 
pipes when the temperature drops may expand with 
enough force to cause it to burst, leading to severe 
water damage if the issue isn’t immediately identified. 
Damage caused by burst pipes and the repair costs are 
covered by most standard home insurance policies, if 
regular maintenance is performed and owners main-

tain heat in the building.
Most damages not covered by insurance are due to 

homeowner neglect or lack of maintenance. These 
may include damage resulting from extreme cold due 
to failure to maintain heat in the home.

Be Proactive
By taking the necessary precautions and preparing 

houses for winter, making an insurance claim this win-
ter season can be avoided. Trimming threatening trees, 
shutting off water and draining pipes, and cleaning 
gutters are all things that can be done before it gets too 
cold. If a winter disaster does strike, having the right 
home insurance coverage will help. Review policies 
with a trusted agent to be sure everything is in order.

To prepare a vehicle for winter driving, AAA rec-
ommends the following tips:

•	 Have the vehicle’s battery tested. Last winter, 
AAA East Central contractors responded to 
more than 66,000 battery calls, the number one 
call received by the Club.

•	 Replace worn windshield-wiper blades. Pur-
chase one-piece, beam-type or rubber-clad 
“winter” blades to fight snow and ice buildup. 
Use cold-weather windshield washer solvent 
and carry an ice scraper.

•	 Inspect tires. Make sure tires have adequate 
tread depth – at least 4/32” – as worn tires can 
affect a motorist’s ability to stop in slick con-
ditions. An easy way to check for wear is by 
inserting a quarter into the tread groove. If the 
top of Washington's head is exposed, the tread 
depth is less than 4/32" and it’s time to replace 
tires. Also, check that the vehicle has a spare 
tire and keep it properly inflated. In harsh win-
ter climates, a set of snow tires may be a wise 
investment.

•	 Carry an emergency kit equipped for winter 
weather. The kit should include sand or cat lit-
ter, a small shovel, flashlight, an ice scraper or 
snow brush, booster cables, a blanket, gloves or 
mittens and flares or reflective triangles.

AAA East Central is a not-for-profit association 
with 69 local offices in Kentucky, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia serving 2.7 million 
members. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Face-
book. AAA East Central provides services to its mem-
bers including Automotive, Insurance, Discounts & 
Rewards, Financial, and Travel. Find out more about 
AAA Membership and current savings by visiting 
https://www.aaa.com/stop/.

WVU Medicine 
Golisano Children’s 
ranked among the Top 
50 hospitals for patient 
safety and quality
Morgantown, W.Va. – WVU Medicine Golisano Chil-

dren’s continues to receive national recognition for its care 
of patients and their families.  

“The Vizient ranking is a powerful testament to our 
team’s excellence and impact,” Rafka Chaiban, M.D., 
associate chief quality officer for WVU Medicine Golisano 
Children’s, said. “It affirms our place among the nation’s 
top-performing hospitals and reinforces the culture of 
compassion, innovation, and collaboration that defines 
our organization. This recognition not only celebrates our 
achievements but also inspires continued growth – serving 
as a catalyst for ongoing improvement and encouraging us 
to build on our strengths and pursue even higher standards 
of care.”  

“This achievement highlights the incredible teamwork 
and dedication of our physicians, nurses, and staff who 
continuously focus on improving outcomes and ensuring 
every child receives the safest, highest-quality care possi-
ble,” Pavithra Ellison, M.D., associate chief quality officer 
for WVU Medicine Golisano Children’s, said.  

Vizient Quality and Accountability Rankings are based 
on a comprehensive evaluation of 98 participating pedi-
atric hospitals across the country in clinical performance 
and safety outcomes.  

They evaluated key areas of patient experience and 
quality, including safety, mortality, effectiveness, effi-
ciency, equity, and patient-centeredness.  

Over the past year, physicians, nurses, and all clinical 
staff have collaborated to enhance patient care. The hos-
pital formed a Patient Experience Committee to collect 
feedback from families and incorporate it into processes 
that promote safe, high-quality outcomes.  

Significant improvements in Vizient metrics were 
achieved in WVU Medicine Golisano Children’s Asthma 
Program, Neonatology, and the Emergency Department.  

“These results affirm that the commitment and collabo-
ration of our teams are making a measurable difference,” 
Dr. Ellison said. “We will continue to strengthen our 
efforts to ensure that WVU Medicine Children’s delivers 
exceptional, safe, and high-quality care for every patient 
while maintaining a safe and supportive environment for 
our employees.”  

Vizient’s rankings come just weeks after WVU Medi-
cine Golisano Children’s was named the top hospital in 
West Virginia by U.S. News & World Report, underscor-
ing its commitment to providing safe, high-quality, and 
compassionate care for patients and families in West Vir-
ginia and the surrounding region.  

About Vizient, Inc. 
Vizient, Inc., the nation’s largest provider-driven 

healthcare performance improvement company, provides 
solutions and services to more than two-thirds of the 
nation’s acute care providers and more than one-third 
of ambulatory providers. Vizient offers proprietary data 
and analytics to deliver unique clinical and operational 
insights and a contract portfolio representing $156 bil-
lion in annual purchasing volume enabling the delivery 
of cost-effective care. With its acquisition of Kaufman 
Hall in 2024, Vizient expanded its advisory services to 
help providers achieve financial, clinical and operational 
excellence. Headquartered in Irving, Texas, Vizient has 
offices throughout the United States. Learn more at www.
vizientinc.com.

Eastern WVCTC to Host 
College Fair April 8

Moorefield, W.Va. — Eastern West Virginia Com-
munity and Technical College will host a College Fair 
on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
inviting students, families and community members to 
explore college transfer opportunities, academic path-
ways and future career options.

The event will take place on Eastern’s campus in 
Moorefield and will feature representatives from col-
leges and universities offering students the chance to 
ask questions, gather materials and make direct con-
nections with admissions staff.

The College Fair is free to attend with ample free 
parking on campus. The event will be widely promoted 

to encourage strong student participation throughout 
the day.

Colleges and universities interested in participating 
will be provided with a table and chairs, complimen-
tary breakfast and lunch, and a well-advertised recruit-
ment opportunity. Institutions are encouraged to save 
the date, with registration details to be announced 
soon.

College recruiters interested in reserving a table 
should contact Dixie Heavener at 304-434-8000, ext. 
9239, or email dixie.heavener@easternwv.edu. Stu-
dents and community members seeking additional 
information may use the same contact details.

FIN
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NOTICE

ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking lots, 
basketball courts, resurfac-
ing old asphalt, patchwork, 
seal coating – Machine laid 
and rolled – All Work guar-
anteed – Over 45 years 

experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competitive 
prices and discounts – Free 
Estimates – 304-472-8097.  
WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488.
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 

NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488. 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-591 
-0272;  304-704-3764.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-

230-3640
MISCELLANEOUS

SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 

Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation estimate. 
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details.

TRAVEL
YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social and 
stress-free travel designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, 
a professional Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 
on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-833-649-
1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011 S
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 Advertise 
with us

START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
_____________________

Parsons Advocate
Parsons, WV • 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2991

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Parsons, WV • 304-478-2400

Tom Preston, CPA
Located in Davis, West Virginia

• Income tax services for individuals & businesses
• Bookkeeping, payroll, & payroll tax services

• QuickBooks training & consulting
• Financial statement services

Call 681-435-9032 
or visit my website www.tomprestoncpa.com 

to set up an appointment

Call 1-844-308-4327 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU52

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48 
contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU52

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!BUY 12 GET 12
BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!
MORE FREE!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative 
for full warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 
and  recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-295-2840

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026

The City of Parsons is expecting to have a vacancy 
for a full-time office assistant at City Hall. 

THIS ROLE will involve utility billing, processing payments, 
entering and updating data accurately in company systems, 
preparing, editing, and formatting documents, reports and 
correspondence, as well as general office duties.  

APPLICANTS MUST be a minimum of 18 years old and 
possess a high school diploma or an equivalent qualification.  
The benefit package includes health insurance, life 
insurance, retirement plan, wellness program, holidays, 
employee’s birthday, vacation days, sick leave, and personal 
days.

Applications and resumes can be hand-delivered to the 
Parsons Business Office from 8 A.M. to 4 P.M.(EDT), 

Monday through Friday, except holidays, 
Or mailed to the City of Parsons, 

341 Second Street, Parsons, West Virginia 26287.  

Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT
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By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
I am writing this before “Snow-

mageddon” hits and I hope all of us 
make it out unscathed.  This will be 
like the days when I was a kid.  It 
was nothing to get 12 to 14 inches 
of snow overnight.  One this we did 
that is not done today was not miss 
school.  We went every day without 
fail.  Momma Said, “Things were 
uphill both ways in those days.”

Listening to people today is like 
this is the end of the world.  Well, let 
me tell you, we can live through this 
it has been done before.  I am sure 
there are people alive today that has 
not seen weather like this.  If people 
just use their brains and not go off 
the deep end, it is just going to be 
another day.

This is what we looked forward to, 
sledding all day, building snow fort 
and having snowball fights, we even 
made igloos when we got enough 
snow.  We had to work as well, shov-
eling a path to the wood shed, shov-

eling out the car, yes, we didn’t have 
a 4x4 it was just a rear wheel drive 
and cleaning out the driveway. Then 
just as we got all the snow out of 
the driveway, the snow plow would 
come along and fill it all in again.  
Momma Said, “Good times had by 
all.”

We learned to drive in this kind 
of weather and it could get a little 
sketchy but if you were taught the 
right way, it was a piece of cake.  
Today, kids can’t drive in the best 
of weather, but I think they need to 
be taught about this in Driver’s Ed.  
The only problem with that is if it 
snows enough to learn, they close all 
the schools so there goes that theory.

Temperature
Max� 52° F
Min� 4° F
 

Precipitation
Week              0.24”                       
January          1.67"
2026               1.67"

Snowfall
New Snow� 2"
Snow on ground� 1.5"
Winter Total� 20.5"

U.S. Forest Service

Jan. 13 - Jan. 20, 2026

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 6

Broccoli Cheddar Soup
 Ingredients

•	 1 tablespoon butter
•	 1⁄2 onion, chopped
•	 1⁄4 cup melted butter
•	 1⁄4 cup flour
•	 2 cups milk
•	 2 cups chicken stock
•	 1 1⁄2 cups coarsely chopped 

broccoli florets
•	 1 cup matchstick-cut car-

rots
•	 1 stalk celery, thinly sliced
•	 2 1⁄2 cups shredded sharp 

Cheddar cheese
•	 salt and ground black pep-

per to taste
Instructions

•	 Using a skillet over medium-
high heat, melt the butter and 
sauté the onions until trans-
lucent. This may take up to 
5 minutes. Set aside, off the 
heat, when ready.

•	 In a large saucepan, whisk 
together 1/4 cup of melted 
butter with the flour, cooking 

over medium-low heat.
•	 Cook until the flour is no lon-

ger grainy, stirring continu-
ously – add 1-3 tablespoons 
of milk to keep the flour from 
burning. This may take 3-4 
minutes.

•	 Slowly pour the rest of the 
milk, whisking continuously, 
into the flour and butter mix.

•	 Stir the chicken stock into the 
saucepan and bring to a sim-
mer.

•	 Cook for about 20 minutes, 
until the mix has thickened.

•	 Add the broccoli, carrots, sau-
téed onion, and celery to the 
thickened soup and simmer 
until the vegetables are fork-
tender. This may take up to 20 
minutes.

•	 Stir in the shredded cheese, 
mixing until the cheese has 
melted.

•	 Salt and pepper to taste.

Charleston WV – The 
following events hap-
pened on these dates in 
West Virginia history. To 
read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Jan. 28, 1902: Min-
ers Hospital No. One 
opened at Welch, with a 
young Dr. Henry Hatfield 
as president. The legis-
lature had passed a law 
requiring state hospitals 
for those engaged in dan-
gerous occupations, and 
eventually three hospitals 
for miners were built in 
different sections of the 
state.

Jan. 28, 1937: In a 
flood that drove a mil-
lion Ohio Valley resi-
dents from their homes, 
the Ohio River crested at 
Huntington at 69.45 feet, 
more than 19 feet above 
flood stage. By the time 
the water receded, five 
people were dead, and the 
city was in ruins. Park-
ersburg, Ravenswood and 
Point Pleasant also were 
badly damaged.

Jan. 29, 1903: The 
great rhododendron was 
designated the official 
state flower of West Vir-
ginia, after being recom-
mended by the governor 
and voted on by public 
school students. 

Jan. 29, 1928: Wood 
sculptor Wolfgang Flor 
was born in Silesia, 
Germany (now part of 
Poland). After immigrat-
ing to Upshur County, he 
became a renowned artist 
in the late 20th century. 
His masterpiece is the 
Twelve Apostles in Wes-
ley Chapel at West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College.

Jan. 30, 1818: Nicho-
las County was created by 
the Virginia legislature 
from parts of Greenbrier, 
Kanawha and Randolph 
counties. The county was 
named for Wilson Cary 
Nicholas, a Virginia gov-
ernor and U.S. senator 
who lived from 1761 to 
1820.

Jan. 30, 1895: Mingo 
County was created 
from the southern part of 
Logan County. Mingo is 
the youngest county in 
West Virginia.

Jan. 31, 1878: Edu-
cator William Woodson 

Trent was born in rural 
Nicholas County. He 
served as state superin-
tendent of schools from 
1933 until 1957. 

Jan. 31, 1945: Ser-
geant Jonah Edward Kel-
ley of Mineral County 
was killed in action while 
leading his squad against 
German positions dur-
ing World War II. He 
was awarded the Medal 
of Honor for his “superb 
courage.”

Feb. 1, 1832: Educa-
tion reformer Alexander 
Luark Wade was born. 
Wade reorganized rural 
Monongalia County 
schools to require prog-
ress through eight pre-
scribed levels with a 
graduating exercise and 
receipt of a diploma. 
Wade’s system worked 
so well it was copied in 
other counties and states.

Feb. 1, 1901: Frank 
Buckles, the last surviv-
ing American veteran of 
World War I, was born in 
Missouri. Buckles pur-
chased a farm in Charles 
Town in 1954 and contin-
ued to live there until his 
death in 2011.

Feb. 2, 1908: Jus-
tice Marion Chambers 
was born in Huntington. 
Chambers was awarded 
the Medal of Honor for 
his actions in the World 
War II Iwo Jima cam-
paign in February 1945.

Feb. 3, 1825: Confed-
erate General William 
Lowther Jackson was 
born in Clarksburg. He 
was one of at least three 
Southern officers to bear 
the nickname “Mudwall.” 

Feb. 3, 1845: Gilmer 
County, located in the 
heart of West Virginia, 
was established from 
parts of Kanawha and 
Lewis counties. It was 
named for Thomas W. 
Gilmer, a governor of 
Virginia.

Feb. 3, 1923: WVU 
broadcast announcer 
Jack Fleming was born in 
Morgantown. He was the 
long-time “Voice of the 
Mountaineers.”

Feb. 3, 1961: The 
West Virginia legislature 
passed a resolution adopt-
ing “The West Virginia 
Hills” as an official state 
song. Prior to the adop-
tion of “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads,” “The 
West Virginia Hills” was 
the best-known of our 
four official state songs.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Coun-
cil.  For more informa-
tion contact the West 
Virginia Humanities 
Council, 1310 Kanawha 
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 
25301; (304) 346-8500; 
or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 31, 1922: Movie and television actress Joanne 
Dru was born Joan Letitia Lacock in Logan. Her movie 
career included more than 40 films. Her brother, singer 
and TV host Peter Marshall, was also a West Virginia 
native.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE
Serving the people of Tucker county since1896
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VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM

TUCKER COUNTY 
ANIMAL SHELTER 

304-478-6232� 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

THANK YOU FOR READING THE PARSONS ADVOCATE

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

America’s #1 Awning!

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-888-485-5756 now to

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

Historic Route 66 – 100th Anniversary

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

MUST BOOK BY 3/12

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

• Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route 
66 in Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the 
“End of the Trail” sign in Santa Monica

• Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest 
National Park, and the Painted Desert

• Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route 
66,” and visit the vibrant Hotel El Rancho in Gallup, where 
Golden Age movie stars once stayed

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS! 
MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

TM

Proposed West Virginia power plant raises pollution risks 
for Tucker County and nearby residents and could cost $35 
million annually in health damage, independent analysis finds

Davis, W.Va. — Tucker, Grant, and Hardy counties 
will be exposed to dangerous air pollutants from the 
proposed Ridgeline power plant and data center com-
plex, causing up to $35 million in annual health-related 
damage to residents and visitors to the region, accord-
ing to an independent impact analysis led by a Harvard 
environmental health scientist.

While most of the health burden would fall on West 
Virginians, the Ridgeline pollution plume would also 
extend into Virginia and Maryland. The analysis esti-
mates more than 250,000 people across the three states 
would experience increased exposure to fine particulate 
air pollution. 

The analysis—commissioned by Tucker United, a 
non-partisan grassroots coalition—was designed to 
independently evaluate the health impact and economic 
costs associated with the proposed gas- and diesel-fired 
plant that will power data centers in Tucker County. The 
project was brought forward by Fundamental Data, LLC 
of Purcellville, Virginia, which has not fully disclosed 
key air quality data associated with its power plant.  

One of the most harmful air pollutants, fine particu-
late matter, or PM2.5, was examined in the independent 
analysis using pollution estimates from Fundamental 
Data’s air permit application. This air dispersion anal-
ysis was critically important because PM2.5 can pen-
etrate deep into lung tissue and enter the bloodstream 
and is associated with both short- and long-term health 
effects, including premature death, lung cancer, asthma, 
heart attacks, cardiovascular disease, strokes, and cog-
nitive decline.

“No level of fine particulate matter is safe,” said Beth 
Boehme, a Physician Assistant and steering-committee 

member of Tucker United. “The very uncomfortable 
truth is that the health impacts will happen here to us, 
our kids, our grandparents, and our closest friends.”

Tucker United moved to commission the independent 
analysis after the West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (WVDEP) declined to conduct air 
dispersion modelling and granted the air permit for the 
facility in August 2025. 

“We believe the public deserves answers,” said Amy 
Margolies, PhD, a public health expert and steering-
committee member of Tucker United. “Our community 
wanted to better understand the air-pollution impacts of 
the proposed Ridgeline Facility because so much infor-
mation was hidden from us. When decisions are made 
behind closed doors, it puts the public at risk. Commu-
nities should have a voice on projects that affect their 
health and their future.” 

The analysis found that residents of Davis and 
Thomas—Tucker County municipalities that serve as 
the gateway to the Canaan Valley and Monongahela 
National Forest recreational area—would experience 
the highest increases in exposure to fine particulate pol-
lution. Tucker County currently generates over $85 mil-
lion annually from tourism, a key economic engine for 
the region. Although pollution impacts on tourism were 
not evaluated in the independent study, Tucker County 
residents are concerned that tourism will suffer from the 
spillover effects of poor air quality. The pollution plume 
would also extend across eastern West Virginia and into 
Virginia and Maryland, affecting more than 250,000 
people.

Based on U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
COBRA health-impact model, the Ridgeline facility 

could impose between $19 million and $35 million in 
annual health-related damages, the analysis shows. 

“When data centers are powered by fossil fuels, they 
emit fine particulate matter that is linked to serious 
health risks," said Michael Cork, a Harvard-affiliated 
environmental health scientist and lead analyst of the 
study. "In this case, permitted emissions alone could 
lead to up to $35 million in annual health damages."

The analysis—drawing on well-established meth-
ods to evaluate health risks from PM2.5 and ozone—
provides a conservative estimate of potential health 
impacts, as it assumes the facility operates within per-
mitted emission limits set by the state of West Virginia. 
The analysis does not account for additional pollut-
ants, non-routine operating conditions, or site-specific 
weather events. Specifically, the analysis also does not 
account for temperature inversions, which occur regu-
larly in Canaan Valley. During inversions, air pollution 
can become trapped near the ground, indicating that 
real-world exposures—and the associated health risks—
may be higher than those projected in the report. The 
report reinforces that regulations are not always protec-
tive of health.

“I worry the true cost of these data centers is being 
obscured and that West Virginians will be forced to bear 
the health and economic burdens,” said Shaena Cross-
land, a small-business owner based in Thomas and a 
steering-committee member of Tucker United. “No 
good economic development proposal puts the health 
and wellbeing of local residents at risk. I feel West Vir-
ginians deserve better.”

The full report is attached and available at www.tuck-
erunited.com/study.

US Marshals seek fugitive sex offender, offer reward up to $5K 
Clarksburg, W. Va. -- The U.S. Mar-

shals Service is requesting the public’s 
assistance in locating a West Virginia man 
wanted on state charges and is offering a 
reward of up to $5000 for information that 
leads to his whereabouts.  

A warrant issued out of Gilmer County 
on Feb. 2, 2023, charged Carl Leon Nich-
olson Jr.,  61, with failure to update sex 
offender registration, sexual assault, and 
domestic violence. 

Nicholson was last seen Dec. 23, 2022, 
driving a silver 2002 Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo with WV  Plate 2RK964. On Dec. 
30, 2022, this vehicle was found burned 
on Haymond Rocks Road in  Mount Clare.  

Over 60 known associates to include 
friends and family have been interviewed 
over the course of  the investigation. No 
one has reported seeing Nicholson since 
his disappearance in December  2022. 

Investigators learned that Nicholson 
traveled throughout Randolph, Barbour, 
Upshur,  Lewis, Taylor, and Harrison 
counties over a five-day period prior to his 
disappearance.  

Nicholson stands 5 feet 9 inches tall and 
weighs approximately 150 pounds. He has 
brown hair and hazel eyes. He has a  his-
tory of violent tendencies and should be 
considered dangerous.  

Investigators believe Nicholson may be 
deceased; however, his body has not been 
found. Anyone with information  regard-
ing Nicholson’s whereabouts should con-
tact the U.S. Marshals Service at 304-
623-0486 or contact 911 for immediate 
assistance. Tips may also be submitted via 
the USMS Tips App. 

The USMS Northern District of West 
Virginia Mountain State Fugitive Task 
Force combines the  efforts of federal, 

state and local law enforcement agencies 
to locate and arrest the most  dangerous 
fugitives. It is dedicated to reducing vio-
lent crime by locating and apprehending  

wanted criminals. It also serves as the cen-
tral point for agencies to share information 
on fugitive  matters.  

Carl Leon Nicholson Jr.
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2026 BOARD OF EQUALIZATION & REVIEW
The Tucker County Commissioners will sit as the Board of Equalization 

& Review during the following dates:
 Wednesday, January 28, 2026 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
 Monday, February 2, 2026 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
 **Friday, February 6, 2026 2:00 PM
 Thursday, February 12, 2026 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
 Tuesday, February 17, 2026 1:00 PM Sine Die

**Natural Resource and Industrial Hearing Only
Date and Time Subject to Change pending State Approval

The purpose 
The purpose of these meetings is to listen to persons who appear before 
the COMMISSION for REVIEWING and EQUALIZING of their as-
sessments for the tax year and to transact any other complaints concern-
ing taxes, assessments, etc.
In no case shall any question of classification or taxability be considered 
or reviewed.
Each person requesting an appointment will be granted 15 minutes in 
which to present their case, and all must have an appointment. Taxpayers 
appearing before the Board of Equalization and Review will be given a 
written answer to their inquiry by no later than February 27, 2026. How-
ever, no decisions will be made on the day of the review. The burden of 
proof is the taxpayer’s responsibility. To make an appointment, you must 
contact the County Commission Office at 304-478-2866 Ext. 1207.

Legal 3 col  x  3-1/2”
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-

ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequali-
fication is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia until February 12, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project Description
004   2021000732 S388-STR/IP-26 00 HSIP-2026(159)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
        ROADWAY STRIPING
        DISTRICT WIDE   

        COUNTY: PENDLETON, POCAHONTAS, 
        RANDOLPH, TUCKER
Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can 
begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance 
with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) 
must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, 
Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertise-
ment, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date 
that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Legal 2 col x 2”
0121 0128

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
James Edward O’Neill Patricia Pase D’Arcangelis
1st publication 01/21/26 141 Featherstone Court
2nd publication 01/28/26 Stephenson, VA 22652
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Legal 2 col x 9-3/4”
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

At Charleston
A PROCLAMATION

By the Governor
WHEREAS, the passing of Jus-
tice Tim Armstead, has caused a 
vacancy in the office of Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, article VIII, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of West 
Virginia provides that if from 
any cause a vacancy shall occur 
in the office of a justice of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals, the 
Governor shall issue a directive 
of election to fill such vacancy 
in the manner prescribed by law 
for electing a justice of the court 
in which the vacancy exists, and 
the justice shall be elected for the 
unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, section 3, article 
10, section 3 of the West Virginia 
Code provides that where an un-
expired tem of office for a justice 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
is for a period longer than two 
years, the vacancy shall be filled 
by a successor who has timely 
filed a certificate of candidacy, 
and has been elected in a non-
partisan election and qualified to 
fill the unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, at the time of Jus-
tice Tim Armstead’s retirement, 
more than two years remained 
unexpired in the term of office 
for the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of West Virginia.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
I, PATRICK MORRISEY,
Govemor of the State of West 
Virginia, under the authority 
vested in my by the Constitution 
of West Virginia and the laws of 
this State, do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the unexpired 
term of office for Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia shall be filled by 
the voters of West Virginia at the 
primary election to be held on 
May 12, 2026.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Great seal of the State 
of West Virginia to be affixed.
DONE at the Capitol in the City 
of Charleston, State of West Vir-
ginia, this Ninth Day of January, 
in the Year of our Lord, Two 
Thousand “Twenty-Six, and in 
the One Hundred Sixty-Third 
Year of the State.

GOVERNOR

By the Governor
By the Governor

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

At Charleston 
A PROCLAMATION

By the Governor 
WHEREAS, the retirement of 
Justice Elizabeth D. Walker, has 
caused a vacancy in the office of 
justice of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, article VIII, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of West 
Virginia provides that if from 
any cause a vacancy shall occur 
in the office of a justice of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals,  the 
Governor shall issue a directive 
of election to fill such vacancy 
in the manner prescribed by law 
for electing a justice of the court 
in which the vacancy exists, and 
the justice shall be elected for the 
unexpired term; and 
WHEREAS, section 3, article 
10, section 3 of the West Virginia 
Code provides that where an un-
expired term of office for a justice 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
is for period longer than two 
years, the vacancy shall be filled 
by a successor who has timely 
filed a certificate of candidacy, 
and has been elected in a non-
partisan election and qualified to 
fill the unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, at the time of Jus-
tice Elizabeth D. Walker’s retire-
ment, more than two years re-
mained unexpired in the term Of 
office for the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of West Virginia.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
I, PATRICK MORRISEY, 
Governor of the State of West 
Virginia, under the authority 
Vested in my by the Constitution 
of West Virginia and the laws of 
this State, do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the unexpired 
term of office for Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia shall be filled by 
the voters of West Virginia at the 
primary election to be held on 
May 12, 2026.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Great seal of the State 
of West Virginia to be affixed.
DONE at the Capitol in the City 
of Charleston, State of West Vir-
ginia, this Ninth Day of January, 
in the Year of our Lord, Two 
Thousand “Twenty-Six, and in 
the One Hundred Sixty-Third 
Year of the State.

GOVERNOR

By the Governor

SECRETARY OF STATE
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE OF
VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

SITUATE IN TUCKER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
PARSONS CORPORATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY given to you that pursuant to the authority vested in the undersigned Substitute 
Trustee, Jaclyn L. Nichols, said Substitute Trustee having been appointed by Miners and Merchants Bank as 
Substitute Trustee, which document is recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the Tucker County Commission 
in Deed of Trust Book 330 at page 467, pursuant to that certain Deed of Trust executed by Christopher B. 
Gidley, securing Miners and Merchants Bank, Thomas, West Virginia, in the payment and performance of 
certain obligations set forth therein, which Deed of Trust bears date of February 8, 2024, and which Deed 
of Trust is of record in the Office of the Clerk of the Tucker County Commission, Parsons, West Virginia, in 
Deed of Trust Book 322 at page 52, and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, 
and the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by the secured party of the said Deed of Trust 
to foreclose thereunto and the makers of the said note and obligations having failed to pay the obligations as 
provided under the terms of the said Deed of Trust and Note and the holder of said Deed of Trust and Note 
having declared the whole of said indebtedness to be due and payable, and having requested the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee in writing to make sale of the said real estate, located in Parsons Corporation, Tucker 
County, West Virginia and described in said Deed of Trust as follows:

 Map: 4 Parcel: 98
The following piece or parcel of real estate, situate in Parsons Corporation, Tucker County, West Vir-

ginia, together with any and all appurtenant easements which may benefit same, and being more particularly 
bounded and described as follows:

All that parcel of real estate known as part of Lots 97 and 98, lying between Main and Chestnut Streets in 
the City of Parsons, Tucker County, West Virginia, bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point in the line of Lot No. 97, 105 feet from the corner of said lot at the corner of Main and 
Third Streets, and extending back along the line of said Lot No. 97 and Main Street 85 feet to the corner of Lot 
No. 99 and 100 and Lots 97 and 98 to Chestnut Street; thence along the line of said Lot No. 98 and Chestnut 
Street, a distance of 85 feet; thence crossing said Lots No. 98 and 97 so as to intersect at the beginning point 
of Main Street

  Being the same parcel of real estate conveyed by Deed, dated January 8, 2024, from David Gidley, II and 
Melissa Sanders to Christopher B. Gidley, and is of record in the Office of the Clerk of the Tucker County 
Commission, in Deed Book 252 at page 654.

I, Jaclyn L. Nichols, Substitute Trustee, shall offer for sale the above-described real estate at public auc-
tion at the front door of the Old Tucker County Courthouse, 215 First Street Parsons, Tucker County, West 
Virginia, 26287 on:

February 12, 2026
11:00 A.M.

The real estate identified above will be sold in its present (AS IS) condition, and the highest bid may be 
accepted by the Substitute Trustee, and the Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing 
tenants and/or persons occupying any of the above-described parcels of real estate to vacate the real estate. 
Any personal property remaining on the real estate after the date of the public sale will be disposed of and 
considered abandoned by the successful bidder or bidders.

TERMS OF SALE
1. Cash in hand on day of sale or 10% of the purchase price by certified check or by a letter of credit 

from a leading institution on day of sale delivered to the Substitute Trustee and approved by the said Substitute 
Trustee, or such terms as agreed to by the Substitute Trustee.

2. The above-described parcel of real estate will be sold subject to all prior liens senior in priority to the 
Deed of Trust, described above, the redemption right of the Internal Revenue Service as set forth in 11 U.S.C. 
Section 7425, and any and all unpaid real estate taxes or encumbrances and claims in favor of any municipal-
ity, county, or government entity, or other party, if any, and also further subject to any covenants, restrictions, 
conditions, reservations, rights-of-way and easements recorded in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office prior to the 
Deed of Trust and affecting the subject real estate as well as any prescriptive easements that are unrecorded, if 
any, that may exist. The successful bidder shall pay all transfer stamps and recording fees, associated with the 
deed to be issued by the Substitute Trustee and the successful party shall have twenty (20) days to close the 
transaction after the public sale.

3. The above-described real estate will be sold by the undersigned Substitute Trustee at public auction to 
the highest bidder subject to the right of the undersigned Substitute Trustee to reject any and all bids if, in her 
opinion, said bids are inadequate.

4. The owner of the indebtedness secured by the Deed of Trust shall have the right to bid at the public 
sale; and

5. The public sale shall be without representation or warranty of any kind, express or implied, and the 
Deed to be issued in this matter shall reflect the same and shall be a Special Warranty Deed.

6. Such other terms as may be announced at the time of sale
The undersigned Substitute Trustee reserves the right to continue the public sale or to adjourn the public 

sale for a time or from time to time without further notice other than oral public announcement at the time and 
place of sale as hereinabove set forth or at any continuance or adjournment thereof.

The Sale shall be made WITHOUT WARRANTY OF TITLE of any nature.
Any questions regarding the Public Sale should be directed to the undersigned Substitute Trustee.
 Jaclyn L. Nichols
 Attorney At Law 
 P.O. Box 201
 Parsons, West Virginia 26287
 434-409-9426
 WVSB 13730
 Given under my hand this the 9th day of January, 2026.

  Jaclyn L. Nichols
  Jaclyn L. Nichols
  Substitute Trustee
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I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Kenneth David Judy Sherri Johanna Tharpe
1st publication 01/28/26 133 Hunter Road
2nd publication 02/04/26 Mauretown, VA 26269 
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

L E G A L

WVDNR stocks 16 waters during week of Jan. 12
Anglers are reminded to purchase a 2026 fishing license and trout stamp

Charleston, W.Va. — The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) today announced that 
the following lakes and streams were stocked with trout 
during the week of Jan. 12:

•	 Cranberry River
•	 Greenbrier River (Marlinton)
•	 Kings Creek
•	 Little River West Fork Greenbrier River
•	 Miletree Lake
•	 Mountwood Park Lake
•	 North Bend Tailwaters
•	 North Fork South Branch (Catch and Release)

•	 Pennsboro Reservoir
•	 South Fork Cranberry River
•	 Summit Lake
•	 Tomlinson Run
•	 Tomlinson Run Lake
•	 Tracy Lake
•	 West Fork Greenbrier River
•	 Williams River
While daily trout stockings are not announced in 

advance, the WVDNR publishes a list of recently 
stocked waters at WVdnr.gov/fish-stocking. In the 
event of inclement weather, hatchery staff will make up 

missed stockings before the end of the month (weather 
permitting) by making additional stocking runs or add-
ing extra fish to upcoming stockings. For more infor-
mation about trout stocking locations, anglers should 
check pages 6-7 in the Fishing Regulations Summary, 
available to download at WVdnr.gov/fishing-regula-
tions.

All anglers 15 years and older are required to have a 
West Virginia fishing license and a valid form of identi-
fication while fishing in the state of West Virginia. Trout 
stamps are required for those fishing for trout. Licenses 
and stamps may be purchased online at WVfish.com.
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Only available on select models and trims. Residency restrictions apply. May need to finance through specific financial institution. Not all customers will qualify. 
Tax, title and license fees may apply. Dealer retains all factory rebates that apply. Ask salesperson for details. Offer ends 2/02/2026.

Friends of Mountaintop Library 
Announce Love Your Library Event

Thomas, West Virginia—January 
18, 2026.  The Friends of the Moun-
taintop Public Library (FOMPL) 
has announced its annual “Love 
Your Library” event, which will be 
held on Wednesday, March 4, at the 
White Grass Café in Canaan Valley.  
The theme of this year’s event is 
“Light Up the Night”.

Tickets are $75 per person for 
the multi-course dinner and can be 
purchased starting January 19 at 
the Mountaintop Public Library or 
by visiting https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/love-your-library-
dinner.  In addition to a fabulous 
meal, guests will have chances to 
win baskets of curated collections 
throughout the evening.  Separate 
tickets will be sold during the event 
for the basket raffle.

Dinner entrees will include a 
choice of Chicken Marbella and 
Marinated Tofu Steak with But-
ter Miso Sauce.  A vegan option 
can also be requested at the time of 
ticket purchase.  Dinner will include 

hot and cold non-alcoholic bever-
ages, and beer and wine will be 
available for purchase.  Doors open 
at 5:30 pm and dinner will be served 
at 6:00 pm.  The White Grass Ski 
Touring Center and Café are located 
at 643 Weiss Knob Ski Road, Davis.

The Mountaintop Public Library 
serves as a community library for 
Davis, Thomas, Canaan Valley, and 
beyond.  It also serves as the library 
for the Davis-Thomas Elementary/
Middle School.  FOMPL was estab-
lished to provide financial support 
and other types of assistance to 
the library, including educational, 
literacy, cultural, and social mate-
rials and activities for the commu-
nity.  Fundraising efforts are mostly 
focused on providing library opera-
tional support and the construction 
of a new library building.  For more 
information about FOMPL or the 
“Love Your Library” event, write 
to fompl.tucker@gmail.com or 
visit the library at 384 2nd Street in 
Thomas.
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