
Air Quality Board Issues 
Verdict in Ridgeline Appeal

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
Following an appeal filed September 

12th by three citizen groups that sought to 
revoke and reclassify an Air Quality Permit 
issued by the West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection for the proposed 
Ridgeline Power Plant in Tucker County, 
the West Virginia State Air Quality Board 
returned a verdict Thursday, February 
5th overruling the groups’ objections and 
accepted the position of the WVDEP that 
the facility was a synthetic minor source, 
that information was allowed to be kept 
from the public and emissions were esti-
mated properly.  The Board did, however, 
agree that additional monitoring should be 
required.

Fundamental Data, the Virginia based 
company behind the project, issued a state-

ment on the ruling on Thursday in which 
it maintained that it is operating within 
the perimeters of West Virginia law and 
upholds a commitment to work with the 
community going forward.  The statement 
was the first issued by the company since 
word of the project first became public 
early last year.

“Today’s decision by the West Virginia 
Air Quality Board affirms that Ridgeline 
and its operating plans are consistent with 
WV law.  Ridgeline is designed to serve 
West Virginia first - strengthening the 
state’s technology economy, creating jobs, 
and keeping energy production and its ben-
efits in West Virginia. Fundamental Data 
recognizes the significance of this proj-
ect to nearby communities and remains 
committed to responsible operations and 

SERVING THE PEOPLE  OF  TUCKER COUNTY S INCE  1896
� $1.50 (tax incl.)Volume 131 No. 6� Wednesday, February 11, 2026

� See EPSTEIN page 2

� See AIR QUALITY page 2

INTRODUCING THE NEWEST MEMBER OF OUR MEDICAL STAFF:

Elkins Corridor Medical Center   
1013 N. Randolph Ave., Elkins, WV 26241

elkinscorridorwv.com

Tessa Ricottilli, PA
   Family Medicine     

To schedule an appointment, call 681-342-3000. 

Blackwater Falls to Host Annual Cardboard Sled Race
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
This year’s Cardboard 

and Duct Tape Sled Race 
at Blackwater Falls State 
Park promises to be a boda-
cious time with this year’s 
theme being 1980’s Rock 
Bands.  The Team’s mis-
sion, should they choose to 
accept it, will be to design 
and construct a person-
powered, cardboard or cor-
rugated cardboard sled able 
to withstand the descent 
down the sledding hill of 
Blackwater Falls State 
Park.

This year’s race will be 
held at the sled run Satur-
day, February 28th.  Regis-
tration starts at 9 a.m. and 
runs until 10 a.m. with the 
race to immediately follow.

Sleds may be made of 
cardboard or corrugated 
cardboard.  However, 
extremely hard cardboard 

such as carpet tubing is not 
allowed.  Any style of duct 
tape is allowed, but must 
not make up more than 
50% of the project.  The 
outside of the sled must not 
be completely covered in 
duct tape.  

Paint is allowed for 
decorative purposes only.  

Teams must be named and 
family friendly in design 
and attitude.  Glue, resin, 
plastic and string are not 
allowed.  The entirety of 
the project must be card-
board and duct tape. Cre-
ativity is encouraged.  

There will be four 
award categories:

•	 The Park Ranger 
Award:  Best Theme-
based , visually 
appealing sled

•	 Spirit Award: The 
Team that has the most 
fun and demonstrates 
good sportsmanship

•	 Speed Award: The 

Team that has the fast-
est overall downhill 
descent time

•	 Epic Wipe-Out Award: 
The Team with the 
best overall “crash” on 
their descent

Times for each sled will 
be calculated until all team 

members cross the finish 
line.  Participants may not 
push or pull the sled for the 
entirely of the race.

The competition is open 
to all ages, but participants 
enter at their own risk.  
Teams are made up of five 
members or less and entry 
is $5.00 per person.  Hel-
mets are required for all 
participants under 14 and 
encouraged for all other 
participants.  Helmets are 
not supplied by the park.    

Team members must be 
able to demonstrate or ver-
balize how to stop the sled.  
All sleds must be inspected 
for safety and compliance 
with event rules prior to 
the race.  Registration form 
and waivers must be com-
pleted prior to the race.  

For more information 
contact Harold Walters 
Nature Center at 304-259-
5216.

Blackwater Falls will hold its annual Cardboard and 
Duct Tape Sled Race Saturday, February 28th.  This 
year’s theme is 1980’s Rick Bands.  Parsons Advocate 
photo 2020.

Participants race in the 2020 Blackwater Falls Card-
board and Duct Tape Sled Race.  Parsons Advocate 
photo.

Break Down
A tractor trailer was seen broken down along Seneca Trail on its way to Parsons 
Wednesday, February 4th.  Tucker County 911 received a disabled vehicle call 
around 12:50 p.m. of the semi blocking traffic towards Parsons with its flashers on, 
a black t-shirt hanging from the window and the cab door open.  

Canaan Valley Named in 
Latest Epstein File Drop

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate

The latest Epstein file release from 
Washington D.C. included a shock for res-
idents of Tucker County.  Along with the 
304 mentions of West Virginia included in 
the documents, a two page intake form tes-
timony from a former contract employee 
of the Elkins-Randolph County Regional 
Airport linked Epstein with Canaan Valley.

The document from July 13, 2019 
records the statement of a Ron Moon who 
in 2005 was employed as a contractor at 
the airport in Elkins.  Moon said that twice 
a month, he assisted with the landing and 
refueling of a private Lear jet the workers 
called the “Fantasy Island Flight.”  

According to Moon, the flight would 
be coming from Timberline Four Seasons 
Resort and “Blackwater Outdoor Recre-

Jeffrey Epstein

Flying Ice Damage 
WVDOH Vehicle

The West Virginia Department of High-
ways is warning drivers to clear vehicles 
of snow and ice prior to hitting the roads 
following damage to one of their own on 
the roads.   While West Virginia law does 
not require drivers to remove all material, 
it is mandated that front windshields, side 
windows and rear windows must be clear 
of any material, including snow or ice, that 
obscures a driver’s view.  The WVDOH 

recommends removal of roof accumulated 
snow and ice, though not mandated by law, 
as this can slide off at high speed and cause 
damage to other vehicles.  The WVDOT 
and WV State Police strongly recommend 
clearing all snow and ice from the whole 
of a vehicle before ever hitting the road for 
safety.  Violations regarding unsafe equip-
ment or obstructed view can lead to fines 
of up to $100 for a first offense.
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News of Record
The following property transfers have 
been filed in the Tucker County Clerk’s 
office:
•	 Teresa L. Tennant, Administratrix, 

Estate of Edward Lee Tennant, Jr., 
Teresa L. Tennant, Rachel Summer-
field Andrew Tennant and Stephanie 
Monsey/FKA/Stephanie Burns, Clover 
District, 5.13 acres to Lukas Dale Ste-
vens, $255,000.

•	 Matthew Enders and Keith Ryan Col-
lins, Davis Corporation, Part Lot 437 
and Part Lot 262 to Michael Lee Cam-
eron, $390,000.

•	 Angelina M. Downs and Jason H. 
Downs Davis District, Lot 330 and Part 
Lot 329 to Lhasa C. Peak, $420,000.

•	 Slopeside LLC, Dry Fork District, Unit 
F6 Northwoods Condo to George P. 
Kingsley and Karen Nutt, $235,000.

•	 Joyce D. Wright, Dry Fork District, Lot 

4, The Pines, 0.22 acres to Anchor & 
Truth Holding LLC.

•	 Mark T. Damato and Kristin J. Dam-
ato, Dry Fork District, Deed of Cor-
rection – Lot 63 Northface to Mark T. 
Damato, Kristin J. Damato, Huba Papp 
and Ellen Papp.

•	 Mark T. Damato, Kristin J. Damato, 
Huba Papp and Ellen Papp, Dry Fork 
District, Lot 63 Northface to Dampapps 
LLC.

•	 Dampapps LLC, Dry Fork District, Lot 
63 Northface to ARH Mountain Proper-
ties LLC, $1,100,000.

•	 Charlotte S. Burnell, Dry Fork District, 
Lot 66, Section D, Black Bear Woods 
to Carol L. Darr and James F. Darr, 
$285,000.

•	 Javier Garcia and Amelia Burk-Gar-
cia, Dry Fork District, QuitClaim Deed 
– Lot 11 Flag Run, 2.12 acres to Javier 

Jesus Garcia-Trustee, Amelia Burk-
Garcia, Trustee, Javier Jesus Garcia and 
Amelia Burk-Garcia Trust.

•	 United States of America and Depart-
ment of Agriculture Forest Service, 
Dry Fork District, QuitClaim Deed, 0.03 
Surface to Cary Reed, $2,490.

•	 Rhonda Watkins and William M. Wat-
kins, III, Dry Fork District, Unit 1127 
Beaver Ridge Condo to Judson Camp-
bell MacCallum, $125,000.

•	 MH & EF LLC, Fairfax District, 0.48 
acres, Lot 9 to Bobby Carr and Rebecca 
Diflippo, $63,500.

•	 Secretary of Housing & Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) Parsons Corporation, 
.53 acres to Grayson B. Alkire, III, 
$130,000.

•	 Ashley R. Hebb, St. George District, Lot 
4 being 56 acres +/- to Michael W. Wol-
ford and Marina E. Wolford, $64,270.18.

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsadvo-
cate.com or dropped off at our office at 219 
Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime tele-
phone number, name and address. This is 
for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and etc. 
will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.

FROM THE MOUNTAINS 
TO THE VALLEYS

YOUR HOMETOWN 
OR YOUR SECOND HOME

We bring you news from 
Tucker County every week.
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thoughtful communication as the project 
moves forward. This milestone sets the 
stage for what comes next at Ridgeline, 
and we look forward to sharing more in 
the near term,” the statement read.

A joint statement was issued on behalf 
of the three appealing citizen groups.  
Tucker United spoke out against the 
Board’s decision and criticized what it 
saw as the Board favoring corporations 
over the health of West Virginians.

Tucker United member Amy Margo-
lies said, “We are extremely disappointed 
in the Air Quality Board’s decision to 
uphold the air permit for the Ridgeline 
facility, despite significant concerns 
from community members,” said Amy 
Margolies, a member of Tucker United. 
“The board failed to protect the health 
and well-being of West Virginians, opt-
ing instead to favor the interests of out-
of-state developers.”  

The West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy also echoed the sentiment shared 

with Tucker United that the groups felt 
that the Board was favoring corpora-
tions.

“We are, of course, disappointed by 
the Air Quality Board’s ruling this week, 
but fully expected the subordinates of 
the governor to rule in favor of a data 
center developer, and not the people 
of West Virginia,” said Olivia Miller, 
interim executive director of the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy. 

Miller continued, “We are up against 
a system that clearly prioritizes corpo-
rations over people and public health at 
nearly every turn. The decision stated 
Fundamental Data pursued the synthetic 
minor permit path to avoid the ‘more 
costly and onerous’ requirements that 
come with major-source permitting. The 
Conservancy is no stranger to long bat-
tles, and we are ready to keep fighting to 
protect the people, land, air, and water of 
the Highlands.”

The Sierra Club condemned the ver-

dict’s stance to uphold the project as a 
regulated minor source of pollution, as 
well as the proposed location as inappro-
priate to delicate environments such as 
Canaan Valley and Dolly Sods.

“Fundamental Data is proposing to 
build one of the largest power plants in 
West Virginia, but wants its air pollution 
to be regulated as a minor source”, said 
Jim Kotcon, Conservation Chair for the 
West Virginia Chapter of Sierra Club. 
“It defies common sense to claim such 
a large source of pollution is a ‘minor 
source,’ yet the WVDEP and the Air 
Quality Board accepted that decision. 
Locating such a facility next to Canaan 
Valley and Dolly Sods is simply not 
appropriate.” 

The appeal focused on 17 specific 
objections by citizen groups Tucker 
United, the West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy and the Sierra Club.  A 
series of hearings by the WV Air Qual-
ity Board were held in Charleston in 

December in which witness testimony 
was heard by the Board.

The groups have maintained since the 
inception that they felt that the Ridge-
line project has been shrouded in secrecy 
both by the company and the State, with 
the corporate rights of the company held 
to a higher standard than those of the cit-
izens of West Virginia, especially those 
in Tucker County.

The groups said in their statement that 
though the appeal was unsuccessful, 
they felt the fight was not over.

“Although the Air Quality Board did 
not vote to reclassify the project as a 
major source of pollutants, which would 
have triggered a more transparent pro-
cess involving air quality modeling 
and environmental impact assessments, 
Tucker United will continue to fight this 
proposal,” said Cris Parque, from Tucker 
United. “We will never stop advocating 
for the safety and well-being of our com-
munity.”

ation Facility.”  The jet would land at Elkins for any-
where from 15 minutes to an hour and a half at which 
time the “stewardesses” who Moon described as “looked 
to be 16 years old,” in short pink short, see-through 
shirts, “black undies” and United Airlines badges.

Moon said the girls would “run around” the hanger 
and talk with the crew, as well as told him that they were 
on their way to Epstein’s Island.  Moon said he found the 
girls to be very entertaining “giggly teenagers” and that 
they seemed to be having the time of their lives.  

The only notable name mentioned in the file is that 
Bill Clinton was seen traveling with the girls by Moon, 
as well as “other Congressmen,” according to the file.  

Moon claims in the file to have always been tipped 
well, as was the rest of the crew and that he believed he 
may still have pictures of the girls in his possession.

The file also alludes that Moon did not believe Epstein 
to be a bad person. 

“Moon does not know why Epstein ‘is all over the 
news.’  Moon was curious why the FBI was ‘picking 
on Epstein.’  Moon believes someone is ‘going after’ 
Epstein with these allegations,” the file states.

The Parsons Advocate has reached out the FBI Field 
Office in Pittsburgh for comment, to see how much of the 
information in the Moon intake form was followed up on 
and for clarification on the “Blackwater Outdoor Recre-
ation Facility” as no such place exists in Canaan Valley.  
The FBI National Press Office returned a message that 
said, “The FBI does not have any comment.”

As there is no specific “Blackwater Outdoor Recre-
ation Facility” in Canaan Valley, The Parsons Advocate 
also reached out to Blackwater Falls State Park about 
any possible connection to the “Blackwater Outdoor 
Recreation Facility.”  Staff at the park said Blackwater 
Falls was not the facility mentioned in the document due 
to the location stated in the file being Canaan Valley.  
Blackwater Falls State Park is located outside Davis.   

In 2005, Timberline Resort, then known as the Tim-
berline Four Seasons Resort, was owned and operated 
by the Reichle family who had operated the facility 
since January 1987 until its Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 
April of 2019.  The land and assets of the resort were 
purchased by Perfect North Slopes in a bankruptcy court 
auction in late 2019.

Jeffrey Epstein came to repute after allegations of 
human trafficking and child sexual offenses came to 
light.  Epstein was arrested in July of 2019 on federal 
charges of sex trafficking minors in Florida and New 
York.  He later died in his jail cell on August 10th of 
that same year in what the New York medical examiner 
determined was suicide by hanging.

Epstein’s longtime partner, Ghislaine Maxwell was 
convicted in 2021 on federal charges of sex trafficking 
and conspiracy for her part in helping Epstein procure 
underage girls, according to records.  

The FBI under the Trump Administration has been 
releasing scores of documents relating to the Epstein 
investigation.

EPSTEIN� Cont. From Front Page 1

CALL 304-478-3533

CLASSIFIEDS FOR AS LITTLE AS

FIVE DOLLAR$
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Your community. 
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions 
Tucker Valley Wildcats 
Davis Thomas BearsGood Luck!

Lady Mt. Lions Post Big Win Over Pocahontas, 76–42

By: Adam Freeman
In the lone-high school basketball 

matchup of the week, the Lady Mt. Lions 
of TCHS played host to the Lady War-
riors of Pocahontas County. Pocahontas 
came into the matchup 13–1, with their 
only loss coming to one of the top-ranked 
teams in Single-A, Tug Valley. Tucker 
pounced on Pocahontas from the open-
ing tip, dropping 25 first-quarter points 
and holding the Warriors to just 7. Tuck-
er’s pressure defense and hustle mindset 
were on full display as they continu-
ously forced turnover after turnover. The 
Lady Mt. Lions would hold an impres-
sive 32-point advantage over their oppo-
nent with a 46–14 lead at halftime. The 
one-sided tilt slightly evened out after 
the half, with Pocahontas finding some 
offensive rhythm and both teams scoring 
15 points each as Tucker’s lead remained 

unchanged at 61–29. TCHS would kick it 
into cruise control for the final period, as 
Pocahontas would never be close in the 
matchup and Tucker posted a dominant 
and impressive win, 76–42.

Evans 18 pts, 10 reb, 4 ast, FT 6–10; 
Kitzmiller 15 pts, 6 reb, 3 ast, FT 2–4; 
Gross 9 pts, 5 reb, FT 2–2; Moats 9 pts, 
5 reb, 5 ast, FT 2–2; Hicks 9 pts, 4 reb, 
FT 0–2; Carroll 8 pts, 4 reb, 4 ast, FT 
4–6; Cross 6 pts, 8 reb, FT 2–3; Shaffer 
2 pts, 1 reb.

3-point field goals (10–35)
Kitzmiller (3) Hicks (3) Evans (2) 

Moats (1) Gross (1)
With the victory, Tucker improves to 

12–2 overall, with postseason play loom-
ing soon. They will return to action on 
Tuesday, February 10, at 6:00 p.m. as 
they host the Tygarts Valley Lady Bull-
dogs.

Peyton Cross with the rebound and put back score 
(Photo by Brittany Channell)

Makenna Evans gets the defender off her feet (Photo by Brittany Channell)

Coaching staff celebrates with their team at the time out (Photo by Brittany Channell)

Davis Thomas Bears Go One-
for-Two in Last Week’s Matches

By: Adam Freeman
The Davis Thomas Bears boys basket-

ball team played two games this past week. 
To start the week DT took on South Pres-
ton Middle, the Bears hung close through 
the first period as they trailed 11-7. South 
Preston pulled away slightly before the half 
holding a narrow 6-point lead at 20-14. The 
Bears found themselves only down 6 and 
very much in contention for the win heading 
into the final period. South Preston would 
outscore the Bears 23-2 to end the game with 
a Davis Thomas loss at 57-22. Nolan Luzier 
led the scoring efforts with 10 points, Elijah 

O’Brien scored 5 points and Kevin Kerr 
finished with 3 points. The Bears would fin-
ish their week with a matchup with Capon 
Bridge, DT would hold a small lead after the 
1st period at 5-4. After the first period DT 
would score 13 points in each of the final 3 
quarters and never trailed to Capon Bridge 
on their way to a 44-38 victory. Kerr had 
himself a big night for the Bears, dropping 
21 points, Luzier had 11 points with O’Brien, 
Westyn Huffman and Jarrett Dearborn scor-
ing 4 points each. The Bears will play again 
on Tuesday February 10th at home against 
Belington Middle. 

Nolan Luzier brings the ball into the front court.

Lady Bears Sweep South 
Preston and Capon Bridge

By: Adam Freeman
The Lady Bears of Davis Thomas 

Middle School picked up a pair of 
quality wins last week. DT started the 
week with a suffocating performance 
over South Preston. Davis Thomas held 
their opponent to single-digit scoring in 
three quarters and scoreless in another, 
while DT poured in 47 for themselves. 
The Lady Bears picked up the win with 
a final score of 47–12. Addy Johnson 
led all scorers with 19 points, followed 
by Morgan Simmons with 12 points and 
Harper Wilt with 8 points.

To finish off the week, DT would 
play a much closer matchup against the 

Wildcats of Capon Bridge. The Lady 
Bears held a slight advantage after one 
period, leading 8–6, and trailed by one 
at the halftime break, 16–15. Davis 
Thomas would hold the Wildcats to just 
one point in the third period while scor-
ing 11 to take back the lead at 26–17. 
Capon Bridge would make a run in the 
fourth, outscoring DT 9–8, but the Lady 
Bears would prevail, 34–26. Johnson 
led the team in scoring with 15 points, 
followed closely by Simmons with 13 
points and Wilt with 6 points.

Davis Thomas will return to play on 
Tuesday, February 10th, for a home 
bout with Belington Middle.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
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ALL STATE PAVING 
Driveways, parking lots, 
basketball courts, resurfac-
ing old asphalt, patchwork, 
seal coating – Machine laid 
and rolled – All Work guar-
anteed – Over 45 years 

experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competitive 
prices and discounts – Free 
Estimates – 304-472-8097.  
WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488.
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 

NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488. 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-591 
-0272;  304-704-3764.

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

 

MISCELLANEOUS
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-866-465-3017SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S NUMBER ONE AWNING! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-888-
485-5756

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation estimate. 
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details.

TRAVEL
YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social and 
stress-free travel designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, 
a professional Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 
on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-833-649-
1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
_____________________

Parsons Advocate
Parsons, WV • 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2991

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Parsons, WV • 304-478-2400

Tom Preston, CPA
Located in Davis, West Virginia

• Income tax services for individuals & businesses
• Bookkeeping, payroll, & payroll tax services

• QuickBooks training & consulting
• Financial statement services

Call 681-435-9032 
or visit my website www.tomprestoncpa.com 

to set up an appointment

CONTRACT POSITION - DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
Alpine Heritage Preservation, Inc. (AHP), the owner of Cottrill’s Opera House 
in Thomas, WV, is seeking part time assistance by hiring an independent 
contractor to perform tasks as may be assigned by the AHP Board. 

Tasks anticipated: 
Support AHP Development Subcommittee work. Assist with communications 
with past and potential future donors. Assist in writing Grant Applications. 
Assist in other tasks as may be assigned

Qualifications: 
Excellent written and verbal communication skills. Knowledge and 
experience with data entry systems and reporting. Proficient in the use of 
various computer programs.  Attention to detail, ability to prioritize, multi-
task and follow through, self-motivation and the ability to work independently. 
Experience with CRM/Donor Management and MailChimp is a plus, as is 
location in Tucker County or an adjacent county in WV.

Compensation and terms: 
Will be engaged as an independent contractor. with an anticipation of a 6 
month assignment, however that term remains at the discretion of AHP 
board, whether longer or shorter than that period. This position is work from 
your own office, or home, using your own personal computer and internet 
connection. Assigned tasks are anticipated to amount to an average of 20 
hours per week spent on assigned tasks. Compensation to be discussed at 
interview.

AHP is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE), and we confirm a commitment 
to non-discriminatory employment practices. AHP, Inc. does not discriminate 
based on race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, age, disability, or veteran status.

IF INTERESTED PLEASE RESPOND WITH SHORT LETTER OF  
INTEREST AND RESUME TO: INFO@COTTRILLSOPERAHOUSE.ORG.  

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL THIS POSITION IS FILLED.

Employment Opportunity

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111    Inogen® is a 
trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of 
Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

CALL 1-833-274-3943

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage
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By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate
It is officially Blue Cold in West Vir-

ginia.  It has been cold long enough that 
the big icicles that form on hillsides along 
the highway have gotten thick enough 
that they have turned blue.  Momma 
Said, “That is cold enough to rival hell 
freezing over.”

So, all those things that you said would 
happen when it got that cold, you better 
get your list out and get to work.  This has 
been the longest sustained cold snap we 
have had in some time.  I can honestly say 
that the ground has finally frozen, along 
with the river and me!

I can’t say it has been bad but it is just 
so dry that nothing is melting.  It warms 
up just enough for the snow to start melt-
ing and then freezes everything again 
overnight.  My driveway is just two ruts 

frozen solid.  The whole thing is just a 
sheet of ice.  But no worries because I had 
a mother that taught me how to drive on 
bad roads and I am not afraid.

I just worry about everyone else and 
that is the scary part.  Just want to say a 
frosty “HEY” to all the folks down south 
that are getting frost on the tail feathers.  
Sorry to hear about all the crops being 
affected though.  Momma Said, “Bundle 
up, stay warm and safe and don’t take any 
chances that you don’t have to.”  

Temperature
Max� 33° F
Min� -10° F
 

Precipitation
Week              0.06”                       
January          3.74"
February        0.01"
2026               3.75"

Snowfall
New Snow� 1.5"
Snow on ground� 4"
Winter Total� 27"

U.S. Forest Service

Jan. 27 - Feb. 3, 2026

Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 4

Lenten Services 2026
•	 Feb 12 Susie Metzner
•	 Feb. 19 James Snyder
•	 Feb. 26 Kevin Hostetler
•	 March 5 Mont Miller 
•	 March 12 Donna Bolinger
•	 March 19 Julie Davis
•	 March 26 V.J. Davis
•	 April 2 Bill Hardy
Luncheon will be provided from noon to 

1 p.m.

Buckwheat Dinner
There will be a Buckwheat Dinner at St. 

John's Church, in Parsons, on Saturday, 
Feb. 14 from 4 - 6:30 p.m. $12 donation 
for adult meal and $6 for children 12 and 
younger. Carry out orders call 304-478-
2620. 
•	 Meal A - 5 buckwheat cakes, 2 cakes 

of sausage, 1-4 oz. gravy & 1 biscuit. 
•	 Meal B - 4 biscuits, 2-4 oz. gravy & 2 

cakes of sausage. 
•	 Meal C - 4 pancakes, 2 cakes of sau-

sage, 1-4 oz. gravy & 1biscuit. 
Sponsored by St. John's Men.

Food Handler’s Class
Sanitarian James Snyder announced that 

the Tucker County Health Department will 
be conducting Food Handler's Training 
Classes at the Senior Center in Parsons, 
on Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 9 a.m. and 7 
p.m. Individuals attending the class will be 
issued a food handler's permit which will 
be good for two years. A $10 registration 
fee will be collected upon admittance. The 
classes will start promptly, and late arriv-
als will not be admitted.

WV Hunter Education Class
A WV Hunter Education Class will be 

held at Mount Grove Community Center 
located at Mount Grove Community Cen-
ter in Eglon. Students must be 10 years 
old to register for class and may bring 
a packed lunch to class. Students must 
attend both days.

Classes are on Sat, March 21 from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. and Sunday, March 22 from 
1-5 p.m.  You can register at register-ed.
com.  

King Ranch Chicken Casserole
 Ingredients

•	 1 tablespoon vegetable oil
•	 1 medium white onion, diced
•	 1 medium red bell pepper, 

diced
•	 1 medium green red bell pep-

per, diced
•	 1 (10.75-ounce) can con-

densed cream of mushroom 
soup

•	 1 (10.75-ounce) can con-
densed cream of chicken soup

•	 1 (10-ounce) can diced toma-
toes with green chili peppers 
(such as Ro-Tel)

•	 1 cup chicken broth
•	 2 tablespoons sour cream
•	 2 teaspoons ground cumin
•	 1 teaspoon ancho chili pow-

der
•	 1⁄2 teaspoon dried oregano
•	 1⁄4 teaspoon chipotle chili 

powder
•	 1 whole chicken cooked, 

deboned and shredded, 
divided

•	 8 ounces shredded cheddar 
cheese, divided

•	 10 (6-inch) corn tortillas, 
quartered, divided

Instructions
•	 Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 

Fahrenheit.

•	 Heat oil in a large skillet over 
high heat. Add the onion and 
bell peppers. Stir for 2 min-
utes, or until the vegetables are 
warmed through. Remove from 
heat.

•	 In a large bowl, mix the sauteed 
vegetables, cream of mushroom 
and chicken soups, diced toma-
toes, chicken broth, sour cream, 
cumin, ancho chili powder, 
oregano, and chipotle chili pow-
der until well-combined.

•	 Assemble the layers in a 9×13-
inch baking dish, in the follow-
ing order: A little bit of sauce, 
just to line the bottom of the 
dish, Chicken, Sauce, Cheese, 
Tortillas, Chicken, Sauce, 
Cheese, Tortillas, Sauce, and 
Cheese

•	 In total, there should be 3 lay-
ers of sauce (not including the 
bottom), 2 layers of chicken, 3 
layers of cheese, and 2 layers 
of tortillas. Divide the measure-
ments accordingly.

•	 Bake the casserole for 40 min-
utes, or until the cheese bubbles. 
Increase the temperature and 
broil the casserole until the top 
is golden, about 2-3 minutes.

Charleston WV – The fol-
lowing events happened on 
these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go 
to e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Feb. 11, 1903: Artist 
Grace Martin Taylor was 
born in Morgantown. She 
produced an immense body 
of work in various styles 
and enjoyed a lengthy 
career at the Mason Col-
lege of Music and Fine Arts 
in Charleston.

Feb. 11, 1904: Clarence 
Watson Meadows was born 
in Beckley. His mother 
hoped he would become 
a Baptist minister, but he 
ultimately entered politics, 
becoming the 22nd gover-
nor of West Virginia. 

Feb. 11, 1911: The 
Charles Town Opera House 
opened. The 500-seat the-

ater ushered in an era of 
entertainment and service 
lasting more than 30 years.

Feb. 11, 1923: Eight 
members of the Black Hand 
were arrested in Harrison 
County. The Black Hand 
was the name and symbol 
of an underworld society 
of Italian immigrants that 
extorted money from other 
Italian immigrants. 

Feb. 11, 1935: The first 
houses in the Tygart Val-
ley Homesteads were 
ready for occupancy. One 
of three resettlement proj-
ects in West Virginia, the 
homesteads were intended 
to provide a new start for 
unemployed farmers, min-
ers and timber workers.

Feb. 11, 1949: Singer 
and pianist Ethel Caffie-
Austin was born in Blue-
field, and raised in Mount 
Hope. As “West Virginia’s 

First Lady of Gospel,” 
she performed around the 
world, taught countless 
students, earned the Vanda-
lia Award and founded the 
West Virginia Black Sacred 
Music Festival.

Feb. 12, 1867: Barbours-
ville was incorporated by 
an act of the state legisla-
ture. Originally the county 
seat of Cabell County, it 
lost that honor after the 
C&O Railway was com-
pleted to Huntington.

Feb. 12, 1899: Karl 
Dewey Myers was born in 
Tucker County with severe 
disabilities. He never 
attended school but edu-
cated himself through per-
sistent self-study. He was 
named the state’s first poet 
laureate in 1927.

Feb. 13, 1800: Gen. 
John Jay Jackson Sr. was 
born near Parkersburg. 
He served in the Seminole 
Wars as a member of Gen. 
Andrew Jackson’s staff. As 
a delegate to the statehood 
conventions, he at times 
supported but ultimately 
opposed the founding of 
West Virginia.

Feb. 13, 1913: Labor 
leader Mother Jones was 
arrested in Charleston after 
supporting union miners 
on Paint Creek and Cabin 
Creek.  

Feb. 13, 1923: Chuck 
Yeager was born at Myra, 
about seven miles from 
Hamlin. In 1947, in a 
Bell X-1 rocket airplane 
dropped from a B-29 
bomber, Yeager became 
the first person to break the 
sound barrier by flying 700 
miles per hour.

Feb. 14, 1866: Grant 
County was created and 
named for Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant, who later became 

Feb. 13, 1977: Football wide receiver Randy Moss was 
born in Rand, Kanawha County. After two All-Ameri-
can seasons at Marshall University, he went on to a 
hall of fame career in the National Football League. 

� See HISTORY page 7 
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Corridor H
A recent article about Corridor H 

appeared in the Tucker County Observer. 
The article was written by Robbie Mor-
ris, chairman of the Corridor H Highway 
Authority, a state entity created to oversee 
the development, promotion, and con-
struction of Corridor H in West Virginia. 
His Observer article addressed the seg-
ment between Parsons and Davis. Morris's 
article warrants a response.

Splitting the towns of Davis and 
Thomas

Morris correctly stated that the WV 
Division of Highways (DOH) responded 
to public input and relocated the Davis 
interchange to near the current end of 
the 4-lane. Not acknowledged: the plan 
should never have had the interchange at 
Rt. 32; the change should not have been 
necessary: local citizens simply pointed 
that out.

Morris suggested that DOH mitigated 
the negative effects of splitting the two 
towns by having Corridor H pass under 
Rt. 32 as an underpass. Rt. 32 traffic exit-
ing Corridor H would arrive via a feeder 
road from the new intersection. Citizens 
proposed moving the intersection east to 
eliminate years of construction disruption 
between Davis and Thomas. If DOH adds 
an underpass, it simply shifts the con-
struction issues from an intersection to an 
underpass; construction will still be dis-
ruptive and will impact residents for years.

In the paragraph about moving the 
Davis intersection, Morris referenced 
access to the High School. He specifically 
responded to the issue of having to make 
left-hand turns to access the school, which 
he claimed DOH had remedied. This is 
not the issue citizens raised! The left-turn 
issue concerns Davis-Thomas Elementary 
Middle School.

Thomas Bypass
The Thomas Bypass was recently added 

to a drawing of the old ROPA (Revised 
Original Preferred Alignment) as “a 
possibility” to keep trucks off Thomas’ 
streetst; The ROPA itself contains no 
Thomas Bypass. The bypass has not been 
included on official drawings, although 
it was shown unofficially last fall. It was 
amended from its original depiction to 
route all Davis-traffic going north around 
Thomas. Downtown Thomas traffic will 
require a left-hand turn across traffic near 
the ballfield. One might envision a simple 
left-turn lane on the northbound roadway, 
but frequent winter fog and snow often 

reduce visibility to near zero–a seriously 
unsafe condition. Will a stoplight be 
needed?

A similar dangerous condition exists at 
the bypass intersection on the north side 
of Thomas: should there be another traf-
fic light? A major issue: Thomas does not 
want all traffic to bypass it; that would 
be totally destructive to local businesses. 
Thomas wants the ever-increasing num-
ber of through trucks off the main streets. 
Importantly, the bypass cost is not included 
in any project cost estimate. There has not 
been any assurance from DOH that the 
bypass will be built.

Bypass traffic scenario
Picture a truck coming from Moore-

field, bound for Oakland. The truck exits 
the interstate at the newly located Davis 
interchange, takes a feeder road to Rt. 
32, then turns right on Rt. 32 to proceed 
0.7 miles to a stoplight (?) at the ballfield 
before turning right and taking the bypass 
around Thomas. No problem: The issues 
arise while traveling in the other direction.

A truck coming from Oakland bound for 
Moorefield will enter the bypass north of 
Thomas, then make a cross-traffic left turn 
before proceeding to the ballfield. It will 
then make a second left-hand cross-traffic 
turn before driving 0.7 miles to make a 
third cross-traffic left-hand turn to take the 
feeder road out to the Davis intersection. 
Another traffic light?

NOTE: ALL north and southbound Cor-
ridor H traffic will now be forced onto a 
0.7-mile stretch of Rt. 32 between Davis 
and Thomas–requiring, for safety, poten-
tially two traffic lights! There is a superior 
alternative: the Northern Route.

Bridges
Morris suggests that the historic coke 

ovens and Blackwater Canyon challenges 
can be addressed with a wide-span bridge, 
but the cost has not been shown. Local 
citizens are suggesting a route that doesn’t 
require such an expensive, single-arch, 
wide-span bridge over the Blackwater 
Canyon. DOH asserts that this bridge will 
not be visible or audible from the pristine 
environment of Blackwater Falls State 
Park, Lindy Point, or Douglas Falls; how-
ever, it will certainly be visible from many 
other tourist attractions. There is another 
route Corridor H can take–the Northern 
Route that removes all these concerns 
of extraordinary bridge cost, sight, and 
sound.

Cost and Inconvenience

The ROPA from many years ago is pur-
portedly “less expensive.” One has to ask: 
less expensive than what? The only ROPA 
price we have seen does not include the 
new Davis interchange and feeder road, 
nor does it include the Rt. 32 underpass; 
it does not include the Thomas bypass; it 
does not include the newly designed wide-
span bridge over the Blackwater Canyon. 
What is the ROPA cost when these addi-
tional costs are included? I suggest the 
Northern Route will be less expensive and 
completed sooner, with significantly less 
impact on local communities..

How about we factor in the inconve-
nience and disruption of constructing an 
underpass near the landfill? And the for-
ever inconvenience of many more trucks 
and much more traffic that will be present 
on the local road, Rt. 32 between Davis 
and the ballfield’s Thomas bypass traffic 
light.

Suggested “Northern Route” con-
cept–considering only traffic flow

The more reasonable plan is for Corri-
dor H to veer right, toward the north, near 
the current end of the 4-lane, connecting 
with Rt. 219 on the north side of Thomas. 
Corridor H then continues across the north 
fork of the Blackwater, on a much simpler, 
less expensive bridge. The road then con-
nects with the ROPA route near Douglass. 
There is no longer a need for an additional 
Thomas bypass; this road will serve as 
the Thomas bypass! Zero additional truck 
traffic is routed onto Rt. 32 between Davis 
and Thomas.

Current ROPA design–traffic flow 
pattern

As planned per the ROPA underpass 
modification, Corridor H will continue 
along its current path past the Davis inter-

section and pass under Rt 32 near the land-
fill. All local traffic will exit at the Davis 
intersection and take a feeder road to Rt. 
32. Trucks, in fact, all vehicles going to 
Oakland will pass through Thomas.

Issues
There will be challenges with the North-

ern Route, of course. Concerns have been 
raised about the Thomas watershed, but 
DOH is mandated to mitigate any water 
issues; highways are built over water-
sheds worldwide. As an added benefit,this 
project should ameliorate the known chal-
lenges with Thomas’s current water sup-
ply system. Some properties may need to 
be displaced. This happens in all construc-
tion projects.

A Northern Route is not new: DOH has 
shown a Northern Route concept draw-
ing with an alignment that connects to the 
original ROPA, but, as described above, 
notably bypasses Davis and the Blackwa-
ter Canyon.

A new issue is the prospect of a power 
plant/data center that will partially sit on 
land where the Northern Route passes 
from the Davis to the Thomas intersec-
tions. For many reasons, opponents of the 
power plant location want the power plant 
moved further east, out Rt. 48. Moving the 
power plant less than a mile from its pro-
posed location would facilitate construc-
tion of the Northern Route. As an added 
bonus, construction and power plant traf-
fic will stay off Rt. 32.

Many sources indicate that the Northern 
Route is the locally preferred alternative. 
DOH has promised new information this 
month, February 2026. We look forward 
to what they share.

William Peterson 
Davis, WV

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Obituaries
Charles Daniel “Joe” Thompson

 Charles Daniel “Joe” 
Thompson, age 71 years, 
a resident of Parsons, WV, 
departed this life Friday, 
January 30, 2026, at his 
home.

He was born Saturday, 
July 17, 1954, at Bangor, 
MA, a son of the late Henry 
Olin Thompson, Sr. and 
Carol Jean Foster Thomp-
son.  On February 22, 
1982, at Parsons, WV, he 
was married to the former 
Marilyn Crites, who pre-
ceded him in death Decem-
ber 29, 2024. 

Surviving are one 
brother, Foster Allen 
Thompson of Parsons; and 
several nieces and neph-
ews.

Preceding him in death 
are one brother, Henry Olin 
Thompson, Jr. and one sis-
ter, Patricia Ann Bright. 

He was a graduate of Par-

sons High School with the 
class of 1974.  Joe joined 
the United States Air Force 
and was stationed in Dover 
Delaware and Spang Ger-
many. In 1987, he enlisted 
and worked in Advanced 
Culinary Arts with the 
United States Army.  He 
was a military history 
enthusiast and enjoyed 
talking with people, telling 

military stories.  Joe was a 
very interesting and com-
passionate man, who will 
be missed.

The family received 
friends at the Lohr & Barb 
Funeral Home of Parsons 
on Thursday, February 5, 
2026, from 10 AM until 12 
Noon.   Mr. Thompson was 
then moved to the Parsons 
City Cemetery for a grave-
side service, where the WV 
Army Honor Guard, and 
the Tucker County Veterans 
Assoc. conducted full mili-
tary honors.  The Reverend 
James Snyder officiated 
and interment followed.  
The Lohr & Barb Funeral 
Home is honored to be in 
charge of the arrangements 
for Charles Daniel “Joe” 
Thompson.  Condolences 
may be expressed to the 
family at www.lohrbarbfu-
neralhome.com.

Robert Andrew Knotts
 Robert Andrew Knotts, 

age 65 years, a native of 
Tucker County, WV and a 
resident of Staunton, VA 
departed this life Sunday, 
January 25, 2026, at the 
Princess Margaret Hospi-
tal, Nassau, Bahamas. 

He was born Wednes-
day, August 10, 1960, at 
Parsons, WV, a son of the 
late Junior Ray Knotts 
and Cornell Elizabeth 
Gooding Knotts.  On 
July 30, 1983, in Milton, 
WV at the Union Baptist 
Church, he was married 
to the former Jeannie 
Annette Godby, who sur-
vives. Robert regularly 
and repeatedly told Jean-
nie that she was the gift 
he had prayed for, and 
God had sent him.

Also surviving are one 
son, Anthony Joseph 
Valdez; three daughters, 
Alaina Knotts Roane and 
husband Michael, Tessa 
Lynette Quesenberry and 
husband Jared and Marla 
Knotts Snoddy and hus-
band Chad; one brother, 
Tim Knotts; and nine 
grandchildren, Chase, 
Micayla, Carter, Sydney, 
Evelyn, Carolyn, Tucker, 
Cecelia and Lydia

Preceding him in 
death are one son, Cur-
tis Andrew Knotts; one 
brother, Donald Knotts; 
and two sisters, Eliza-
beth Evans and Geraldine 
Auvil.

He was a graduate of 
Parsons High School 
with the class of 1978.  
He was a Veteran of the 
United States Army from 
1978-1982 and US Army 
Reserves from 1982-1986 
and US National Guard 

from 1986-1990.  He was 
a former employee of 
Dominion Energy, where 
he retired after working 
for thirty-six years.  Rob-
ert was an active mem-
ber of Memorial Baptist 
Church where he served 
as deacon and greeter.  He 
also participated in many 
mission trips and volun-
teer opportunities in his 
community and beyond.  
Robert was often found 
working diligently in the 
background, preferring to 
remain behind the scenes.  
Robert looked forward to 
turkey and deer hunting 
and helping on the family 
farm back home in Sugar-
lands, WV.  He loved this 
time of connection with 
family and friends.  He 
enjoyed sharing his craft 
of apple butter and salsa 
making with others.  Rob-
ert and Jeannie enjoyed 
traveling together and 
were blessed to take sev-
eral “trips of a lifetime,” 
including to the Grand 
Canyon, Europe, and 
Isreal.  They also spent 
many weekends camp-
ing with their family.  He 
was a world-renowned 
s’mores maker.  Robert 
loved the Lord and sought 
His audience every morn-

ing.  He started his day on 
his knees in prayer, pray-
ing faithfully for his fam-
ily, friends and all those 
around him.  He studied 
his Bible daily, medi-
tating on Scripture and 
studying the commen-
tary.  Robert’s heartfelt 
desire would be for any-
one learning of his pass-
ing to hear the message of 
God’s love for each of us 
and desire to be in rela-
tionship with Him.

The family will receive 
friends at the First Bap-
tist Church in Parsons, 
WV on Monday, Febru-
ary 9, 2026, from 4 PM 
to 7 PM.  On Tuesday 
Morning, February 10, 
2026, friends may call 
from 9 AM until 11 AM 
the funeral hour.  Pastor 
Cecil Hines, The Rever-
end Mike Winters, and 
the Rev. Todd Godby 
will officiate and inter-
ment will follow at the 
Parsons City Cemetery 
at Parsons, WV where 
full military honors will 
be provided by the WV 
National Guard Honor 
Guard Program and the 
Tucker County Veterans 
Association.  There will 
be a Celebration of Life 
at the Memorial Bap-
tist Church, 224 Tay-
lor Street, Staunton, VA 
24401 on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2026 at 11:00 
AM.  The Lohr & Barb 
Funeral Home is honored 
to be in charge of the 
arrangements for Robert 
Andrew Knotts.  Condo-
lences may be expressed 
to the family at www.
lohrbarbfunera lhome.
com.

Eldred Duane Bright
Eldred Duane Bright, 

a loved father, brother, 
grandfather and great 
grandfather, 91 passed 
peacefully from this life 
on Thursday, January 29, 
2026.

Eldred, a longtime resi-
dent of Dry Fork, WV, was 
born on Tuesday, July 3, 
1934. He was the son of the 
late Buddy Bright and Ruth 
Carr Bright. For 45 years, 
he was happily married to 
Shirley Ann Kyle Bright, 
who preceded him in death.

Left to cherish Eldred’s 
memory are five children, 
Susan Garcia and husband, 
Roberto, of Aurora, IL, 
Beverly Brown and hus-
band, Porter, of St. Cloud, 
FL, Lois Smith and hus-
band, Richard, of New-
port News, VA, Michelle 
Draper and husband, Neal, 
of Yorktown, VA and 
Eldred “Kipp” Bright and 
wife, Julie, of Lindley, NY, 
a sister, Shirley Farrow 
of Pennsylvania, fourteen 

grandchildren and nineteen 
great-grandchildren, sev-
eral nieces, nephews and 
great nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents and 
wife, Eldred was preceded 
in death by a daughter, Lisa 
Ann Bright Eye, and a sis-
ter, Linda Helmick.

Eldred was an avid out-
doorsman who loved hunt-
ing in the mountains and 
had a deep love for being 
from West Virginia. He 
enjoyed taking his grand-
children on four-wheeler 
rides, took pride in his 

garden and was a loving 
pet owner throughout his 
life. Most of all, Eldred 
loved spending time with 
his family, sharing sto-
ries, watching football and 
enjoying good food. Eldred 
had been employed in 
maintenance for Guest Ser-
vices at Camp Peary, VA. 
He was a former member 
of Brights Chapel Church.

Visitation was held at the 
Hostetler Funeral Home 
on Thursday, February 5, 
2026, from 6pm to 8pm. 
Funeral services were 
held at the funeral home 
chapel on Friday, Febru-
ary 6, 2026, at 11am. Rev. 
James Snyder officiated, 
and interment followed at 
the Brights Chapel Cem-
etery at Dry Fork. The 
Hostetler Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the 
arrangements for Eldred 
Duane Bright. Send online 
condolences to the family 
at www.hostetlerfuneral-
home.com.

Andrew Adam Cale
 Andrew Adam Cale, 21 

years, a resident of Moore, 
WV, departed this life Fri-
day, January 30, 2026, at 
his home.  Death was sud-
den and unexpected.

He was born Tuesday, 
March 23, 2004, at Elkins, 
WV, a son of Jerry Dale 
Cale and Jacqueline Gail 
“Jackie” Mullenax Cale, 
who survives at St. George, 
WV.

Surviving are his girl-
friend, Emma JoLee Hebb 
of Moore; one sister, Les-
ley Nicole Cale; six broth-
ers, Wesley Scott Cale, Jr. 
and wife Alicia, Zachary 
Robert Cale, Aaron Carl 
Cale and wife Kelly, Bran-
don Michael Cale and wife 
Tara, Austin Cole Clark 
and Mason Joshua Cor-
bitt; maternal grandfather, 
Donnie Mick and Dawn 
and Chuck Schadewald.  
Andrew recently recon-
nected with his biological 

mother, Brandi Lynne Cor-
bitt, who survives.

He played football in 
his younger years and was 
a member of the 4-H. He 
attended Tucker County 
High School and finished 
his diploma with Penn Fos-
ter in 2025.  He had previ-
ously worked for Warren 
Judy Construction, Oak-
land Walmart and recently 
was employed at Hinch-
cliff Lumber Co.  Andrew 
enjoyed playing his PS5 
and reading his bible.  He 

was an avid outdoorsman 
and a natural explorer who 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
traveling and hiking with 
Emma.  Andrew loved 
his animals dearly and 
would often volunteer at 
the animal shelter. He was 
very kind and compas-
sionate and will be missed 
immensely.

The family received 
friends at the Lohr & Barb 
Funeral Home of Parsons, 
WV on Friday, February 
6, 2026, from 3 PM until 
5 PM, at which time a Cel-
ebration of Life was held.  
Reverend Kevin Arbogast 
officiated.  Cremation fol-
lowed.

The Lohr & Barb Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
in charge of the arrange-
ments for Andrew Adam 
Cale.  Condolences may 
be expressed to the family 
at; www.lohrbarbfuneral-
home.com.
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the nation’s 18th president.
Feb. 14, 1968: Former Governor W. 

W. “Wally” Barron (1961-65) and several 
close associates were indicted for public 
corruption. Barron was acquitted, but all of 
his co-defendants were convicted. Barron 
later served prison time for jury tampering 
in the initial trial.

Feb. 15, 1898: Musician John Homer 
“Uncle Homer” Walker was born in Mer-
cer County. Among the last in a tradition 
of Black Appalachian banjo players, he 
played the five-string banjo in the claw-
hammer style.

Feb. 15, 1930: Sara Jane Moore was 
born in Charleston. On Sept. 22, 1975, 
Moore attempted to assassinate President 
Gerald Ford in San Francisco.

Feb. 15, 1975: Elizabeth Kee, the state’s 
first female member of Congress, died in 

Bluefield. Kee was elected to Congress in 
1951 after the death of her husband, John. 
She retired in 1965 and was succeeded by 
her son, James.

Feb. 15, 2011: The Lady Bobcats of 
Summers County High School won their 
89th consecutive game, setting a state bas-
ketball record for girls or boys. They went 
on to win 105 straight.

Feb. 16, 1821: Morris Harvey was born 
near Prosperity in Raleigh County. Har-
vey’s gifts to the Barboursville Seminary 
led to its name being changed to Morris 
Harvey College in 1901. The institution is 
now known as the University of Charles-
ton.

Feb. 16, 1917: The legislature estab-
lished the West Virginia State Colored 
Tuberculosis Sanitarium for the care of 
Black patients. It was built at Denmar in 
Pocahontas County.

Feb. 16, 1951: Second Lieutenant Dar-
win Keith Kyle of Boone County died 
during an intense exchange against Chi-
nese forces in Korea. He was awarded the 
Medal of Honor.

Feb. 17, 1735: Morgan Morgan of 
present-day Berkeley County was com-
missioned a captain of militia in the 201st 
Field Artillery, which is considered the 
oldest military unit in the United States.

Feb. 17, 1930: Tunney Hunsaker was 
born in Kentucky and later became Fay-

etteville’s long-time chief of police. He 
was also a boxer and, in 1960, lost to a 
young Muhammad Ali (then known as 
Cassius Clay) in Ali’s first professional 
bout. 

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia 
is a project of the West Virginia Humani-
ties Council.  For more information con-
tact the West Virginia Humanities Council, 
1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 
25301; (304) 346-8500; or visit e-WV at 
www.wvencyclopedia.org. 
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Mountaintop Health Center 
Hosts First-Ever Blood Drive 

Despite Winter Weather
Thomas, W.Va. — Mountaintop Health 

Center and Pharmacy, part of Preston-
Taylor Community Health Centers 
(PTCHC), successfully hosted it’s first-
ever blood drive on January 27, 2025, 
in partnership with the American Red 
Cross. Despite unfavorable weather con-
ditions, more than 25 community mem-
bers turned out to donate blood.

Brittany Carr, the event organizer and 
a pharmacy technician at Preston Tay-
lor Pharmacy in Thomas, said she was 
encouraged by the strong community 
response.

“I was pleasantly surprised at the turn-
out,” Carr said. “We even had a few 
walk-ins for the event.”

Carr emphasized that hosting events 
like the blood drive aligns with PTCHC’s 
mission to serve local residents.

“As part of Preston-Taylor Community 
Health Centers, we are committed to pro-
viding accessible events such as this one 
to the folks in our community,” she said.

Donors expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to give back close to home. 
One donator said she felt compelled to 

participate.
“I wanted to do my part in this time of 

need,” she said, adding that the location 
was “convenient to be so close to home.”

Preston Taylor Community Health 
Centers/Mountaintop Health Center and 
Pharmacy would like to thank the Davis 
Volunteer Fire Department for allowing 
us to use their space for this event. 

Community members interested in par-
ticipating in future blood drives can con-
tact Mountaintop Health Center at (304) 
463-3331 or Mountaintop Pharmacy at 
(304) 463-4200. The next blood drive is 
scheduled for July 31, 2026 from 12:00-
5:00 PM at the Davis Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Preston-Taylor Community Health 
Centers (PTCHC) is a multi-county pri-
mary care health network serving Pres-
ton, Taylor, Tucker, and Grant counties. 
Its mission is to provide quality, compre-
hensive primary healthcare services to all 
residents of its service area, regardless 
of their ability to pay, through cultur-
ally sensitive care tailored to community 
needs.

West Virginia Department of 
Human Services Announces closure 

of LIEAP Application Period
Charleston, W.Va. – The West Virginia 

Department of Human Services (DoHS) 
announced today that it will stop accept-
ing applications for the Low Income 
Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) at 
the close of business on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2026, due to the exhaustion of 
regular LIEAP funding.

All applications submitted through the 
PATH portal by February 9, 2026, as well 
as mailed applications postmarked on 
or before that date, will continue to be 
accepted and processed.

For further assistance or questions, 
please contact your local DoHS office, 
or call the Office of Constituent Services’ 
Client Services Unit at 1-800-642-8589, 

or email osaclientservices@wv.gov. 
The West Virginia Department of 

Human Services (DoHS) provides a wide 
range of necessary and life-saving ser-
vices to many West Virginia residents. 
DoHS includes the Bureau for Social 
Services, Bureau for Medical Services, 
Bureau for Child Support Enforcement, 
Bureau for Family Assistance, Bureau for 
Behavioral Health, Office of Drug Con-
trol Policy, Commission to Study Resi-
dential Placement of Children, Family 
Protection Services Board, Catastrophic 
Illness Commission, and the WV Wom-
en's Commission.

 For more information, visit dohs.
wv.gov.

Winter Storm Update: DoHS 
Extends Reporting Deadline for 

SNAP Food Loss Replacement
Charleston, W.Va. - The West Virginia 

Department of Human Services (DoHS) 
today announced it has received approval 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to extend the 10-day reporting 
period for the loss of food purchased with 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) benefits. This temporary 
policy applies in all 55 counties.

The extension applies to current SNAP 
recipients who lost food as a result of the 
severe winter storm system Fern, which 
began impacting West Virginia on Janu-
ary 25, 2026. The storm caused wide-
spread power outages, hazardous travel 
conditions, and communication disrup-
tions across the state. Local DoHS offices 
in all 55 counties were closed for at least 
two business days during the height of the 
event.

For households receiving SNAP benefits 
in any county, the reporting deadline has 
been extended through February 14, 2026, 
giving families additional time to request 
replacement benefits.

Households may qualify for replace-

ment benefits if they:
•	 Are West Virginia residents;
•	 Currently receive SNAP benefits;
•	 Lost food due to a power outage last-

ing more than four hours; and
•	 Submit a signed affidavit.
To request replacement benefits or 

obtain additional information, contact 
your local DoHS county office or call the 
Office of Constituent Services’ Customer 
Service Hotline at 1-877-716-1212.

The West Virginia Department of 
Human Services (DoHS) provides a wide 
range of necessary and life-saving services 
to many West Virginia residents. DoHS 
includes the Bureau for Social Services, 
Bureau for Medical Services, Bureau for 
Child Support Enforcement, Bureau for 
Family Assistance, Bureau for Behavioral 
Health, Office of Drug Control Policy, 
Commission to Study Residential Place-
ment of Children, Family Protection Ser-
vices Board, Catastrophic Illness Commis-
sion, and the WV Women's Commission.

 For more information, visit dohs.
wv.gov.

Small Game Hunting, Trapping 
Seasons Close Feb. 28

WVDNR reminds trappers to electronically 
check their catches within 30 days of 

season closing

Charleston, W.Va. — The West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources (WVDNR) 
is reminding hunters and trappers that sea-
sons for several small game and fur-bear-
ing species are set to close on Feb. 28.

Hunting seasons closing at the end of 
the month include squirrels, ruffed grouse, 
cottontail rabbit, snowshoe hare, raccoon, 
red and gray fox and bobcat. Trapping sea-
sons that will close include raccoon, red 
and gray fox, bobcat, mink, muskrat, otter, 
skunk, opossum, coyote and weasel.

Trappers who harvest a beaver, bobcat, 
fisher or otter must electronically check 
their catches within 30 days after the close 
of their respective seasons. A WVDNR-
issued game check confirmation number 
must be recorded in writing with the trap-
per’s name and address and stay attached 
to each pelt or whole animal until sold, 
tanned, processed into commercial fur 
or mounted. Trappers must also obtain 
a Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) seal for each 
bobcat and otter pelt they plan to sell out 
of state. All bobcat and/or otter pelts being 

sold by licensed fur dealers must have a 
CITES seal from the state where the ani-
mal was harvested before being sold on the 
international market. CITES seals may be 
obtained from the Elkins Operations Cen-
ter or a local WVDNR district office.

The WVDNR is also reminding trappers 
about its otter research project. Trappers 
who harvest a radio-tagged otter should 
report the tag number and return the trans-
mitter to the District 4 office in Beckley. 
Trappers who deliver a legally harvested 
and electronically registered skinned otter 
carcass to a WVDNR district office will be 
eligible to receive a $20 gift card. More 
information about the project can be found 
on page 5 of the West Virginia Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Summary.

Hunters and trappers 15 and older are 
required to have a valid West Virginia 
hunting license and form of identification 
while hunting. To purchase a hunting and 
trapping license, visit WVhunt.com. For 
more information about small game and 
furbearer season dates and limits, visit 
WVdnr.gov/hunting-seasons.

CONSUMER ALERT: Attorney 
General McCuskey warns 

consumers about tax scams
Charleston, W.Va. — Tax season is 

here and if you are getting a refund, 
scammers could be trying to steal it 
before you can claim it. That is why 
West Virginia Attorney General JB 
McCuskey is warning consumers to be 
wary of emails or texts promising a tax 
refund. If you get a text or email about 
a “tax refund” – especially one that asks 
you to click a link – know that it is a 
scam designed to steal your personal 
identity, your actual tax refund or both. 

Texting and email are essential com-
munication tools. Unfortunately, they 
are also used by scammers to target 
potential victims. “Tax refund” scams 
are emails or texts that appear to be 
from the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) or a state tax office and claim 
that they’ve “processed” or “approved” 
your tax refund. They tell you to “ver-
ify your identity” to receive the money 
and ask you to click a link to enter per-
sonal identifiable information such as 
your Social Security number and bank 
account number. This is a phishing 
scam designed to trick you into giving 
scammers your personal and financial 
information. 

If you get a message like this: 
•	 Know that the IRS and state tax 

offices do not reach out by text, 
email or by social media to con-
firm your information. 

•	 Do not respond or click any links. 
To check on the status of a pending 
tax refund, visit USA.gov to learn 
how to find out if you are really get-
ting a federal or state tax refund.

•	 Report and delete the message 
then block the number or email 
address. Use your phone’s “report 
junk” option or forward unsolic-
ited texts to 7726 (SPAM) and mark 
unwanted emails as junk or spam. 
Delete the message once you have 
reported it. 

There are signs that indicate an email 
or text is fake. Consumers can follow 
these tips to avoid becoming a victim. 
Look for:

•	 Emails that do not include a name, 
telephone number, or other verifi-
able contact information.

•	 Claims that there is a problem 
with your payment information or 
account.

•	 Incorrect or unusual grammar.

•	 Requests for you to verify your per-
sonal or payment information.

•	 Unusual email addresses or URL 
structures. The URL is the address 
of the website found at the top of 
your web browser, for example, 
https://www.wvago.gov. Examine 
the URL of the website you are vis-
iting and look for misspellings, for 
example, https://www.yourbonk.
com instead of https://www.your-
bank.com. 

•	 URLs that begin with what looks 
like a legitimate website but have 
unusual spelling or extra characters 
at the end. Example: https://www.
yourbank.com.ir123g!m.

If you receive a text or email with any 
of these characteristics, it’s a scam.

Anyone who believes they have been 
the victim of a scam should contact the 
Attorney General’s Consumer Protec-
tion Division at 800-368-8808 or visit 
the office online at ago.wv.gov.
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Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

More Than Just Paper and Ink.
We don’t just report the news; we live it 

alongside you. By sharing local stories told by 
local people, we create the local connections 

that turn a zip code into a home. When you 
read The Parsons Advocate, you aren’t just 

staying informed—you’re keeping our 
community’s heart beating strong.

THE HEARTBEAT
Of Our

For generations, your local newspaper has shared 
the moments that matter most.

In print and online, your community’s stories live here.

Community.

LOCAL STORIES.
LOCAL PEOPLE.

LOCAL CONNECTIONS.

CALL NOW
1.866.465.3017

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Expires 3/31/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
Fixtures and 
FREE
Shower Door

20% OFF 
Valentine’s Day Sale

Hugs and Kisses Bouquet
Whether for your significant 
other or your sister, aunt, or 
grandmother, this delightful floral 
gift is a sweet way to say “I love 
you.” Sweet price, too.

The charming bouquet includes: 
white daisy spray chrysanthe-
mums, pink carnations, red 
miniature carnations, red roses 
accented with fresh greenery.

Your Price: 
$51.99

Reg. Price: 
$64.99

Product availability varies by market and minimum order values may apply. 
A shipping fee of $20.99 is applied to U.S. orders; additional fees may apply for same-day delivery.

Call 1-877-798-0107 
to place your order

Use Promo Code MDVD092 to get 20% off
Promo code is only valid for phone orders.

SKU # T11Z100C

Happy Anniversary

Kenneth and Agnes Poling celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary on Feb. 3, 
2026.

West Virginia Department 
of Human Services Reports 
Statewide Progress in Child 

Abuse Prevention Efforts
Charleston, W.Va. – 

Through community-based 
prevention services now 
available in all 55 coun-
ties, the West Virginia 
Department of Human 
Services (DoHS) is report-
ing measurable progress in 
strengthening families and 
reducing risk factors asso-
ciated with child abuse and 
neglect.

“Prevention is one of 
the most effective tools we 
have to protect children,” 
said Alex Mayer, Cabi-
net Secretary of the West 
Virginia Department of 
Human Services. “When 
families have access to sup-
port before a crisis occurs, 
outcomes improve for 
children, caregivers, and 
communities. These efforts 
reflect our commitment 
to using public resources 
responsibly while prioritiz-
ing child safety and family 
stability.”

Through targeted invest-
ments supported by federal 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) 
and Community-Based 
Child Abuse Prevention 
(CBCAP) funding, DoHS-
supported prevention 
programs, including the 

statewide Family Support 
Center network, provide 
families with voluntary, 
early support designed to 
promote stability, resil-
ience, and child well-being. 

CBCAP fund-
ing is administered by 
DoHS’Bureau for Family 
Assistance to support Fam-
ily Support Centers, In-
Home Family Education, 
and Partners in Preven-
tion. Together, these ini-
tiatives strengthen parent-
ing skills, increase social 
connections, and address 
challenges early, reduc-
ing the likelihood that 
family needs escalate to 
Child Protective Services 
involvement.

During fiscal year 2025, 
the West Virginia Family 
Survey collected responses 
from 4,916 families state-
wide. The results dem-
onstrated that parents are 
becoming more knowl-
edgable and engaged with 
improvements recognized 
in four of the five nationally 
recognized protective fac-
tors associated with child 
abuse prevention, includ-
ing family functioning and 
resilience, nurturing and 
attachement, social sup-

port, and caregiver engage-
ment with service provid-
ers. The social support 
protective factor increased 
by 13.2 percent compared 
with the previous fiscal 
year, while family func-
tioning and resilience also 
showed measurable gains. 

DoHS attributes these 
outcomes to a community-
first approach that blends 
TANF and CBCAP fund-
ing with state appropria-
tions and private invest-
ment to deliver locally 
driven services. Among the 
services provided include 
economic stability coach-
ing through mobility men-
toring, evidence-based 
parenting education, child 
development activities for 
all age groups, and limited 
assistance with essential 
needs such as food access 
and other community-spe-
cific resources.

“These programs are an 
integral part of our work 
to support West Virginia 
families,” said Janie Cole, 
DoHS Bureau for Family 
Assistance Commissioner. 
“By offering early, volun-
tary support, we are help-
ing families build skills, 
confidence, and stability 
while ensuring children 
remain safe and connected 
to their families and com-
munities.”

The West Virginia 
Department of Human 
Services (DoHS) provides 
a wide range of necessary 
and life-saving services to 
many West Virginia resi-
dents. DoHS includes the 
Bureau for Social Services, 
Bureau for Medical Ser-
vices, Bureau for Child 
Support Enforcement, 
Bureau for Family Assis-
tance, Bureau for Behav-
ioral Health, Office of 
Drug Control Policy, Com-
mission to Study Residen-
tial Placement of Children, 
Family Protection Services 
Board, Catastrophic Illness 
Commission, and the WV 
Women's Commission.

 For more information, 
visit dohs.wv.gov.
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L E G A LLegal 3 col  x  3-1/2”
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-

ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequali-
fication is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia until February 12, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project Description
004   2022880006 S388-REC/AL-26 00 STBG-2026(011)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
        ROADWAY STRIPING
        DISTRICT WIDE   

        COUNTY: PENDLETON, POCAHONTAS, 
        RANDOLPH, TUCKER
Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can 
begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance 
with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) 
must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, 
Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertise-
ment, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date 
that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0204 0211

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Robert W Freeman Heather M Clower
1st publication 02/04/26 272 Hickory Orchard Rd
2nd publication 02/11/26 Parsons, WV 26287
Ann Kathleen Brobst Edward Brobst
1st publication 02/04/26 147 Poplar Street
2nd publication 02/11/26 Parsons, WV 26287
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: Barbara Evans, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK Legal 2 col x 4”
0204 0211 

The Region VI Workforce Development Board (RVI WDB) is issu-
ing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the provision of Assessment and 
Case Management for Adults, Dislocated Workers, and employers in 
the thirteen-county area of Region VI.
Beginning February 2, 2026, interested organizations can contact the 
RVI WDB at (304)-368-9530 to obtain a copy of the RFP, OR a copy of 
the RFP can be downloaded from the RVI WDB website at www.region-
viwv.org. On the home page, click on About-Requests for Proposals.
The period of service provision is from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 
2027, with the possibility of a renewal contract negotiated for an ad-
ditional two years, based on yearly performance and cost effectiveness.
All parties interested in submitting proposals in response to this RFP 
MUST attend a Technical Assistance conference to be held at 2:00 p.m. 
on February 13, 2026, at the Region VI Workforce Development Board 
offices at 17 Middletown Road, White Hall. Further information on the 
Technical Assistance conference is included in the RFP.
The proposal in response to this RFP is due by 4:00 p.m. on March 3, 
2026, and must be received by post or by hand delivery in to the RVI 
WDB offices located at 17 Middletown Road, White Hall, WV, 26554. 
Fax or email submissions will not be accepted. Refer to the RFP for the 
complete details on the process for the submission of a proposal.
The RVI WDB reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals 
submitted.
For more information, contact Amy Hall at the Region VI WDB office 
at 304-368-9530.
Projects and programs provided by Region VI WDB are 100% funded 
with Federal WIOA funding by the U.S. Department of Labor through 
grant awards totaling $2,462,559. No funding is being received from non-
governmental sources for projects and programs provided by Region VI 
WDB at this time. Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids 
and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
WV Relay 7-1-1

Legal 2 col x 4-1/4”
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The Region VI Workforce Development Board (RVI WDB) is issuing 
a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the provision of a program of activi-
ties and services for Out-of-School Youth in the thirteen-county area 
of Region VI.
Beginning February 2, 2026, interested organizations should contact 
the RVI WDB at (304)-368-9530 to obtain a copy of the Request For 
Proposal (RFP), OR a copy of the RFP can be downloaded from the 
RVI WDB website at www.regionviwv.org. On the home page, click on 
About-Requests for Proposals.
The period of service provision is from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 
2027, with the possibility of a renewal contract negotiated for an ad-
ditional two years, based on yearly performance and cost effectiveness.
All parties interested in submitting proposals in response to this RFP 
MUST attend a Technical Assistance conference to be held at 1:00 p.m. 
on February 13, 2026, at the Region VI Workforce Development Board 
offices at 17 Middletown Road, White Hall. Further information on the 
Technical Assistance conference is included in the RFP.
The proposal in response to this RFP is due by 4:00 p.m. on March 3, 
2026, and must be received by post or by hand delivery in to the RVI 
WDB offices located at 17 Middletown Road, White Hall, WV, 26554. 
Fax or email submissions will not be accepted. Refer to the RFP for the 
complete details on the process for the submission of a proposal.
The RVI WDB reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals 
submitted.
For more information, contact Amy Hall at the Region VI WDB office 
at 304-368-9530.
Projects and programs provided by Region VI WDB are 100% funded 
with Federal WIOA funding by the U.S. Department of Labor through 
grant awards totaling $2,462,559. No funding is being received from non-
governmental sources for projects and programs provided by Region VI 
WDB at this time. Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids 
and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
WV Relay 7-1-1
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(2023-C-000017 - TUCKER COUNTY - ROSCOE C BEALL, III)
To: KUYKENDALL ANNA R HEIRS, KUYKENDALL ANNA R HEIRS, or heirs at law, devisees, credi-

tors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, 
lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties 
that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  DRY FORK   MAP  9999   PARCEL  0050 0480 0000
You will take notice that ROSCOE C BEALL, III, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 2023-
C-000017, located in DRY FORK District, 1/2 M-446, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the 
name of KUYKENDALL ANNA R HEIRS C/O JOHN T, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delin-
quent or nonentered lands of TUCKER County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on June 14, 2024. ROSCOE 
C BEALL, III requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after May 1, 2026, 
as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before April 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  147.06
interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 - 5477.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2023 - 5525. $ 13.44
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 114.50
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 414.37
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 498.10
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,187.47
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before April 30, 2026, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not 
more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate prior to 
the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand February 2, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 3 col x 7-1/2”
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ADVERTISEMENT MR-34-BR
Notice is hereby given that METTIKI COAL (WV), LLC, 1146 MONARCH ST, STE 350, LEXINGTON, KY 

40513 has submitted an application for the reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit Number WV1018027 to 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1150 in 
order to maintain, monitor, and operate a loadout facility, haulroad, bathhouse/sewage, coal handling system, coal 
loading facility, and Article 3 underground “E” deep mine (U-2001-04) in the Upper Freeport seam/mineral bed.

The operation will discharge treated storm water into Laurel Run and UNT of Stony River and UNTs of Dif-
ficult Creek and Difficult Creek, Little Buffalo Creek and McGinnis Run and UNT of Buffalo Creek, Red Oak 
Creek, UNT of Elk Run, Elk Run and UNT of North Branch of Potomac River, all of the North Branch of the Po-
tomac River as well as Hawkins Run and UNTs of Beaver Creek and Beaver Creek of Blackwater River of Black 
Fork River of Cheat River and is located 6 miles southwest of Bayard, in David and Union District(s) of Tucker 
and Grant counties, Longitude 79o 22’ 54” and Latitude 39o 11’ 14” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for 
human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. 
Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake, and 
the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations 
ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-
degradation review has been conducted.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 
II/NPDES application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues 
proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above and must also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit 
number shown above. Comments received by 3/10/26, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be 
considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit, rational page, and fact sheet (if 
required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the DEP Re-
gional Office located at the address above.

DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219 Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1018027

Legal 2 col x 2”
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I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Dennis Gene Shoemaker Diana Shoemaker
1st publication 02/11/26 320 S Euclid Ave
2nd publication 02/18/26 Thomas, WV 26292
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: Barbara Evans, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0211

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TUCKER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE OF A MINOR:
FROM Lilly Beth Henline 
TO THE NAME OF Lilly Beth Keller
Shana Keller, PETITIONER

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of February, 2026, at the 

hour of 9:30 AM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the 
undersigned Petitioner will apply to the Circuit Court of Tucker County, 
County Courthouse, Parsons, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by 
said court to change the name of the minor child from Lilly Beth Hen-
line to the name of Lilly Beth Keller.

Any party objecting to the change of name who can show good cause as 
to why the name should not be changed may appear at said time and place.

Given this the 23rd day of January, 2026.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TUCKER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE OF A MINOR:
FROM Lucas Andrew Henline 
TO THE NAME OF Lucas Andrew Keller
Shana Keller, PETITIONER

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of February, 2026, at the 

hour of 9:30 AM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the 
undersigned Petitioner will apply to the Circuit Court of Tucker County, 
County Courthouse, Parsons, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by 
said court to change the name of the minor child from Lucas Andrew 
Henline to the name of Lucas Andrew Keller.

Any party objecting to the change of name who can show good cause as 
to why the name should not be changed may appear at said time and place.

Given this the 23rd day of January, 2026.

Legal 3 col x 6-1/2”
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Tariff Form No. 8
(RULE 23)

PUBLIC  NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE RATE
NOTICE is hereby given that Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer), a public utility, has filed with the 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, a tariff containing increased rates, tolls and 
charges for furnishing natural gas service to approximately 218,000 customers in Barbour, Berkeley, Boone, 
Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, Greenbrier, Hancock, Hardy, 
Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, Mer-
cer, Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendleton, Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, 
Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and Wyoming Coun-
ties in West Virginia.
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective Thursday, March 5, 2026, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, on a total Company basis, $26,793,000 annually 
in additional revenues, or an overall average increase in revenues of approximately 8.44%. The $26,793,000 
consists of an increase in base rates of $43,764,000 and a decrease in the Company’s Infrastructure Replace-
ment and Expansion Program (“IREP”) of $16,971,000. The average monthly bill for the various classes of 
customers will be changed as follows:
  ($) INCREASE (%) INCREASE
 Residential $  9.63 % 10.57
 Commercial $  14.23 % 4.09
 Large Commercial $  1,058.29 % 1.31
 Industrial $  378.26 % 1.69 
 Resale $  125.36 % 1.31
 Other $  - % -
This increase incorporates the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the IREP that was placed into 
service as of September 30, 2025. As a result, the Company proposes to reduce the IREP component of its rates 
relating to that investment when the new base rates go into effect.
Resale customers of Mountaineer Gas Company include Canaan Valley Gas Company, Cardinal Natural Gas 
Company, Hope Gas, Inc., Megan Oil and Gas Company, Inc., and City of Philippi.
The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers may 
receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only 
a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review 
of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and approved by the 
Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time and place of hearing.)
Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in the case should file on or before May 5, 2026, a Petition to 
Intervene complying with the Commission rules on intervention in the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150 
C.S.R. l, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. The Commission may establish a final deadline 
for intervention. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases or to 
participate in future proceedings. Anyone desiring to protest should file a written protest as soon as possible, 
although protests will be accepted by the Commission through the pendency of this proceeding. All protests 
or requests to intervene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene 
must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention. All interventions may be mailed and addressed to 
Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston 
West Virginia 25323 or may be hand-delivered. Protests may be filed online through the Commission website 
(www.psc.state.wv.us) using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to the Executive
Secretary at the same address as above.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Company to provide in-
formation concerning this tariff are available to all customers, prospective customers or their agents at the 
following office of the Company:

501 56th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304
A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of the 

Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.

Legal 2 col  x  3-1/4”
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WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
NOTICE OF FILING

Application of Constellation NewEnergy - Gas Division, LLC for 
Approval to Offer, Render, Furnish or Supply Natural Gas Supply Ser-
vices to the public in West Virginia in case No. 25-0905-G-EFPP.

Constellation NewEnergy - Gas Division, LLC has filed an appli-
cation with the West Virginia Public Service Commission (“PSC”) for 
participation in an Enhanced Firm Pooling Program to provide natural 
gas supply services as a supplier or aggregator of natural gas services. 
Constellation NewEnergy - Gas division, LLC, proposes top sell  natu-
ral gas and related services to all counties in West Virginia.

The PSC may consider this application without a hearing. Protests 
directed to the technical or financial fitness of Constellation NewEn-
ergy - Gas division, LLC may be filed within 15 days of the date of 
this notice with the Executive Secretary of the PSC, 201 Brooks Street, 
Charleston, WV 25301. Please include the Case No. listed above on 
the protest.

Additionally, please send copies of any protest to Constellation 
NewEnergy - Gas Division, LLC attorney at the address listed below.

Austin D. Rogers
Babst Calland Clements & Zomnir, P.C

300 Summers Street, Suite 1000
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

(681) 205-8888
(681) 205-8814 facsimile

arogers@babstcalland.com

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

L E G A L

DEADLINE 3PM FRIDAY



Page 10 – The Parsons Advocate - February 11, 2026�

www.parsonsadvocate.com 

French Creek Freddie Predicts More Winter for West Virginia
Gov. Morrisey helps reveal prediction and announces Wildlife Center loop trail as a 

Mountaineer Mile

French Creek, W.Va. — The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (WVDNR) today announced that 
French Creek Freddie, the state’s official weather-pre-
dicting groundhog, predicted six more weeks of winter 
during the annual Groundhog Day celebration at the 
West Virginia State Wildlife Center in Upshur County, 
with Gov. Patrick Morrisey helping lead the ceremony 
and share Freddie’s forecast with the public.

During the annual event, which was attended by 150 
visitors from across the state, Gov. Morrisey joined 
WVDNR officials as Freddie emerged from his burrow 

and saw his shadow under clear skies, signaling that 
winter will continue.

“Groundhog Day with French Creek Freddie is one 
of West Virginia’s most beloved traditions and a fun 
way to bring families and communities together,” said 
WVDNR Director Brett McMillion. “Even if winter is 
sticking around, the Wildlife Center remains a great 
place to visit year-round and learn about West Virgin-
ia’s wildlife and the conservation efforts that protect 
our natural resources.”

According to folklore, if a groundhog sees its shadow, 
six more weeks of winter can be expected. However, if 
a groundhog doesn’t see its shadow, spring will come 
early. Over the past four decades, about 50 percent of 
Freddie’s predictions have come true, making his fore-
casts a fun tradition for West Virginians. Freddie pre-
dicted an early spring in 2025.

Wildlife Center Trail Becomes a Mountaineer 

Mile
During the ceremony, Gov. Morrisey and WVDNR 

officials also announced that the West Virginia State 
Wildlife Center’s loop trail has been officially desig-
nated as a Mountaineer Mile.

The Mountaineer Mile program was launched by 
Gov. Morrisey in April 2025 at Little Beaver State Park 
to encourage West Virginians to walk at least one mile 
each day and lead healthier lifestyles while enjoying 
the state’s public lands. Since then, the governor has 
partnered with West Virginia State Parks, which is part 
of the WVDNR, to designate official Mountaineer Mile 
trails at 44 state parks and forests across the state.

“This program has been incredibly successful in get-
ting West Virginians outside, moving more and making 
healthy lifestyle choices,” Gov. Morrisey said. “Desig-
nating a Mountaineer Mile at the West Virginia State 
Wildlife Center is a great way to encourage people to 
stay active during the winter months while enjoying our 
state’s natural beauty and wildlife.”

The designation at the West Virginia State Wildlife 
Center marks the first time a Mountaineer Mile trail has 
been established on a WVDNR-operated property out-
side the state parks system. The accessible loop trail 
provides visitors with an easy way to stay active while 
observing native wildlife in a natural setting.

The West Virginia State Wildlife Center is open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through the end of March, with 
free admission during this period. Regular hours and 
admission rates go into effect on April 1. To learn more 
about the Wildlife Center, visit WVdnr.gov/west-vir-
ginia-wildlife-center.

WVU Cancer Institute first in state to offer FDA-approved 
therapy for patients with aggressive bladder cancer

Morgantown, W.Va. – The WVU Cancer Institute is 
the first healthcare facility in West Virginia to offer 
Inlexzo™ for patients diagnosed with a high-risk, 
aggressive form of bladder cancer, providing a safe, 
alternative therapy for patients who otherwise face 
limited treatment options.  

Inlexzo, a therapy recently approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration and now part of the 
National Comprehensive Cancer Network guidelines, 
is a small, temporary system resembling a pretzel that 
directs chemotherapy straight to the bladder, allowing 
the medication to remain in place and work over an 
extended period.   

This approach offers an important alternative for 
patients who cannot tolerate traditional therapies or 
want to avoid more invasive treatment options.  

Ali Hajiran, M.D., chief of Urologic Oncology at 
the WVU Cancer Institute, emphasized the impor-
tance of innovation and patient access to these types 
of treatments.  

“For patients facing aggressive bladder cancer with 
limited treatment options, access to innovative thera-
pies can be transformational,” Dr. Hajiran said. “Being 
able to offer treatments like this to our patients here 
in West Virginia means they can receive cutting-edge 
care while staying close to their families and support 
systems.”   

Anna Williams of Cowen was the first patient in the 
state and the first female in the tri-state region (Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia) to receive this new 
therapy.   

Williams has been living with high-risk bladder 
cancer while also managing a severe autoimmune 
disease. Because of her complex medical condition, 
many standard bladder cancer treatments were not 
safe options. Earlier this year, she received treatment 
at WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospital.   

“I wanted the best care possible, but I also wanted 
to stay close to my family,” Williams said. “Know-
ing this treatment was available here in West Virginia 
meant everything to me.”  

Wiliams’ treatment was carefully coordinated 
through a multidisciplinary team, including advanced 
practice providers, oncologists, pharmacologists, 
nurses, and others, whose goal was to ensure she 
received the right treatment plan to address her unique 
healthcare needs.   

“We are continuing to transform cancer care for 
our patients,” Hajiran said. “This effort represents a 
new standard for the treatment of bladder cancer. For 
patients like Anna Williams and others, this milestone 
is more than a medical first; it represents progress, 
access, and hope for the future of cancer care in West 
Virginia and beyond.”   

For more information on the WVU Cancer Institute, 
visit WVUMedicine.org/Cancer.

Anna Williams (second from left with her husband, George) was the first in the state to receive the FDA’s newly 
approved chemotherapy to treat aggressive bladder cancer. Her treatment was coordinated by a team of experts 
from WVU Cancer’s Urologic Oncology team (pictured with Williams). 

Inlexzo device

Gingerbread Showdown Draws Community Creativity

The Five Rivers Public Library hosted a Gingerbread 
Showdown on January 12, 2026, where 21 participants indi-
vidually decorated mini gingerbread houses to compete for 
prizes. Following the event, community members visited the 
library over the next three weeks to vote for their favorites 

across four age groups.
The talent and creativity on display were impressive, mak-

ing the voting a delightful challenge. This year’s winners were: 
Landon Dillard (ages 18–100), Buck Yates (ages 13–17), 
Makenna Hackney (ages 7–12), and Nova Miller (ages 2–6).

Thank you to everyone who participated and to all the com-
munity members who cast votes and helped make the event 
such a success. Sign up for our next event March 30, 2026—
candle painting for adults and children alike--- space is lim-
ited.


