
Data Center Panel Brings Opposing 
Viewpoints to Tucker County

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
A panel discussion co-sponsored by Mountain State 

Spotlight and Country Roads News brought together 
Director of West Virginia Data Economy Office Chris 
Morris, Executive Director of Tucker United Amy Margo-
lies, West Virginia Delegate Evan Hansen and West Vir-
ginia Delegate JD Akers at the Davis Fire Hall on Monday 
night June 15th.  Dan Parks of Country Roads News acted 
as moderator during the discussion.

Nicholas Preservati, Deputy Secretary of Commerce, 
had planned to attend, but was unable to due to a death in 

the family.  Delegate Akers stepped in as a replacement 
on the panel.

Opening statements were made by Tyler Dedrick of 
Mountain State Spotlight.   Parks acknowledged Dedrick 
and Mountain State Spotlight in his opening remarks for 
suggesting the event and doing most of the planning.

Chris Morris was the first of the panelists to speak.  In 
his opening remarks, Morris said that he turned down the 
appointment twice before accepting.  He went to see a data 
center before he accepted the appointment.  He said what 
he saw during his visit was vastly different then what was 
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Forest Road 76 & 86 To Be 
Closed for Construction 

And Repair
Elkins, W.Va. — The Forest Service will begin road 

construction on Forest Road 76 and Forest Road 86 
soon to repair flood damage, improve public safety, and 
restore reliable access to recreation areas and nearby 
communities. Visitors and residents should expect 
travel impacts, including temporary closures, detours, 
and increased construction traffic beginning in late June 
or early July as construction activities begin in active 
work areas.

Work on Forest Road 76 will focus on embankment 
stabilization in the Cranberry area, including locations 
near Baranshee drainage and the Upper Cranberry area. 
Work on Forest Road 86 will include base repair and 
resurfacing in the Williams River area. Construction 
schedules may shift depending on contractor avail-
ability, weather, field conditions, and other operational 
needs.

During construction, some road sections will be 
closed in phases while crews are working. Through-
travel may not be available in certain areas, and visitors 
may need to use alternate routes that are longer or less 
direct. Access to private property will be maintained at 
all times, and access to key recreation destinations will 
be maintained whenever possible.

Recreation sites are expected to remain accessible 
through alternative routes via FR 101 and CR46/2 near 
Dyer, WV which include access to FR 76 from the 
north route, Cranberry Campground, Big Rock Camp-
ground, Woodbine, and FR86 to Tea Creek Camp-
ground, and Three Forks Trailhead. Access restrictions 
and alternate routes will adjust as project segments are 
complete. Visitors should plan ahead, allow extra travel 
time, watch for signs and flaggers, and avoid entering 
active construction zones. For safety reasons, vehicles, 
pedestrians, and bicycles will not be permitted through 
active work areas. 

The Forest Service will provide additional updates as 
schedules are finalized, including closure dates, detour 
information, and access guidance. Updates will be 
shared through official Forest Service communications, 
forest alerts, social media, district offices, and future 
news releases.

Visitors are asked to respect all posted closures and 
avoid attempting to bypass the affected area. Updates 
will be shared on the Monongahela National Forest 
website and social media as new information becomes 
available.

� See DATA CENTER page 9

St. George Medical Clinic and Pharmacy Hours
In celebration of Independence Day, all St. George 

Medical Clinic and Pharmacy locations will be closed 
on Friday, July 3rd and Saturday, July 4th. 

We will resume regular hours on Monday, July 6th. If 
you need assistance or have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out before the holiday.

Please remember if you are experiencing a medical 
emergency, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency 
room.

House Democratic Leader Sean Hornbuckle of Cabell County thanks the audience following the press confer-
ence at the Davis Town Hall June 15th.

WV Dems Talk Data Centers in Davis
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
House Democratic Leader Sean Hornbuckle of Cabell 

County was joined by Delegate Kayla Young of Kanawa 
County and Delegate Evan Hansen of Monongalia County.  
Deborah Stiles, Tucker County resident and Democratic 
Candidate for the House of Delegates representing Tucker 
and Grant Counties, also gave comments during the event.

“The Robber Barons like the Tech Baron Billionaires 
of today, took advantage of loose laws to amass huge for-
tunes on the backs of the people through exploitation of 
the resources of our beautiful State,” Stiles said.   “Indeed 

the Counties of Grant and Tucker, as with the rest of West 
Virginia,  have a long history of resource exploitation.”

Stiles went on to speak on the history of industry boom 
and bust in the region with logging, tanneries and other 
industries entering and eventually leaving the area due to 
globalization and lost union fights.  She also said that little 
the State Legislature passed ever did anything to assist.

“The business and tax environment created since then 
though, by the West Virginia Legislature in successive 
sessions, has not resulted in the economic diversification 
needed for a sustainable and healthy economy,” Stiles 

WV Dept of Commerce, Fundamental Data Exchange 
War of Words Over Ridgeline Project Deadline

By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
June 18th the email and First Class 

Mail lines were busy between the 
offices of West Virginia Department 
of Commerce Deputy Secretary Nich-
olas S. Preservati and Fundamental 
Data’s Responsible Person  Casey 
Chapman over what the State was a 
failure on Chapman’s part to register 
the project as a “High Impact Data 
Center” by the appropriate deadline.

Preservati in his June 18th letter 
referenced a May 18th meeting in 
Tucker County in which Chapman, 
along with other representatives of 
Fundamental Data, LLC met with 
the Tucker County Commission, the 
Mayors of Davis and Thomas, mem-
bers of Tucker United and the gen-

eral public in an event organized by 
the West Virginia Office of Energy.  
Preservati said that Fundamental 
Data not only described the Ridgeline 
Project in detail during this meeting 
the month prior, by answered detailed 
questions.   The following specific 
details were asserted to  have been 

revealed during the meeting and were 
outlined in the letter:

Nicholas S. Preservati

Casey Chapman

A Song with a View
The Thomas Community Choir took time out the after-

noon of Monday the 15th to stop by the Tucker United 
base camp at the main pavilion at Canaan Valley State 
Park for a performance.  The Choir performed a vari-
ety of old miner’s songs, as well as a few Welsh and 

even an Italian number.  Copies of the lyrics were sup-
plied and the the audience was encouraged to sing along.  
The event was part of the Tucker United protest during 
the West Virginia Legislature Interims at Canaan Valley 
Resort State Park.

End of the Road
It is the end of an era for City of Parsons Council Mem-

ber Melissa Jones and City of Parsons Recorder Rick 
Lemons.  Jones, who is stepping down from the City 
Council and Lemons who resigned during the meeting, 
both attended their last official City Council Meeting June 
16th.  Their duties will resume until July 1st when the new 
Council will officially take over duties. 

Tucker County to 
Host America’s 

250th Celebration
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
Get your Red, White and Blue ready because Tucker 

County is gearing up to celebrate the America’s 250th 
Birthday.  America’s 250th Main Street Celebration will 
be held on Walnut and 2nd Street in Parsons on Thursday, 
July 2nd.

“We and the Commission believed this would be a great 
opportunity to get our youth involved in the community,” 
Chief Deputy Clerk Lisa Gothelf said.

Events begin at 10 a.m. with the America250 Cere-

� See WV DEMS page 2

� See RIDGELINE page 9

� See AMERICA page 9
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News of Record
The following property transfers have been 
recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:
•	 Tommy G. Nestor and Amy E. Nestor, 

Black Fork District, C.E. Plumb Land, Lots 
4 and 5 to Hunter Elza and Xyndra Pugh, 
$117,500.

•	 Robert C. Summerfield and Clara E. 
Wotring/AKA/Clara E. Summerfield, Clo-

ver District, Tract One – 114.58 acres; Tract 
Two – 1.65 acres to Ryan L. Summerfield.

•	 Ryan L. Summerfield and Elizabeth Tate 
Summerfield, Clover District, Tract One – 
114.58 acres; Tract Two – 1.65 acres to Sum-
merfield Farms LLC.

•	 Edwin M. Kennard, Davis Corporation, 
Lots 388 and 389, Blackwater Avenue to 

Andrea K. Quattro, $150,000.
•	 Robert Bridwell, Dry Fork District, Quit-

claim Deed – 2.05 acres, Lot 12 High Mead-
ows Estates to Jean Bridwell.

•	 Nancy A. Weaver, Licking District, Trans-
fer on Death Deed – Lot 3D Hannahsville to 
Tracy L. Albert, Beneficiaries and Leigh A. 
Holstein, Beneficiaries.

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsadvo-
cate.com or dropped off at our office at 219 
Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime tele-
phone number, name and address. This is 
for verification purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 
will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 
reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and etc. 
will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 
considered as letters to the editor.  When 
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 
or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 304-478-3533.

Publisher Michael Showell
Associate Publisher Lydia Crawley

Office Manager Teri Cayton
Production Design Erika Wright

Advertising Debra Smith - debra@mountainmedianews.com
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Circle OneCorrection
In the article issued on June 10th titled “Woodlands 

Development and Lending Launches Tech Toolshed to 
Help Businesses Improve Their Marketability,” incorrect 
information was provided regarding the tile of the Green-

brier Valley EDC. The release stated, "Greenbrier County 
EDC" in the original press release when it should have 
stated "Greenbrier Valley EDC." For questions, contact 
Katie Wolpert at kwolpert@woodlandswv.org.

WV DEMS� Cont. From Front Page 1

St. George Days 
The community of St. George is preparing for its annual 

St. George Days celebration on June 27th and 28th. 
A display of the history of our community will be on 

display for viewing at the St. George Community Church. 
The women’s group at the church will host a fundraiser 
selling a hotdog with sauce, potato chips, a cookie and a 
drink for $6.oo. The food sales will start at 10 A.M. 

Several items have been donated by local businesses 
to bid on in a White Elephant/Silent Auction. The money 
received will support missions. 

The community cakewalk is scheduled to begin at 6 
P.M. at the church pavilion. Come enjoy an evening of 
fun! 

There will be yard sales all day throughout the town as 
well as at the church pavilion and the Academy. People 
who would like to set up a table for a yard sale are wel-
come to do so and join in! 

The St. George Academy will also be open for tours on 
Saturday. They have several items for your viewing plea-
sure and to take a walk down memory lane. The Academy 
will be open from 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. on Saturday. The St. 
George Academy Homecoming Queen will be crowned on 
Saturday at 12 Noon. We are all looking forward to seeing 
who our Queen will be for 2026! A celebration reception 

will follow the crowning. 
The St. George Academy is also selling chances on 

TWO five day passes to the PICKIN’ IN PARSONS 
Bluegrass Festival which have graciously been donated 
by the founders of the event and owners of The Five Riv-
ers Campground, John and Joyce Bowers. The tickets sell 
for $5.oo per chance and the drawing will be held in mid 
July. The money raised will be used for the upkeep of 
the St. George Academy. Contact any Academy Society 
member to purchase your tickets. 

Authors Carl E. Feathers and Laura Zick Mauzy will be 
present at the Academy with their books for sale. 

The annual covered dish meal will be held on Sunday 
at the St. George Community Church at 12:30 P.M. Bring 
a covered dish and join us! 

A gospel sing will follow the meal. Anyone who is 
interested in singing is welcome! 

We are seeking student volunteers to assist with the fes-
tivities. If there is anyone needing service hours please 
contact Jane Pifer at 304-478-4283 to help with events at 
the church, or Janice Poling at 304-478-2889 to help with 
events at the Academy. 

Come out and enjoy the day with us! We hope to see 
you there!

said.
Stiles acknowledged that the Ridgeline Project would 

bring many temporary and some permanent jobs to the 
area and that many think that factor may outweigh the 
negatives of the project.  Stiles said she wanted to hear 
from as many people as possible what their thoughts were 
on the Project.

“Some believe these promised benefits, especially the 
tax revenue,  outweigh concerns over noise pollution, 
water usage, light pollution and most importantly fostering 
a type of development that could alter forever, and nega-
tively, the natural world upon which we humans depend.   
That’s why its so important for me to hear from as many 
of you all as possible,” Stiles said.  “From as many con-
stituents in Tucker and Grant Counties as possible, so that 
I can best represent this district in November.”

“We all know we love our property rights,” Hornbuckle 
said.

The Dems outlined in their plan for HB 2014 reform the 
need for local control, water rights, rate payer protection 
and the need for tax revenue to remain within the Coun-
ties. 

“We’ve seen time and time again in the State of West 
Virginia how somebody comes in, dirties up the land, tears 
up the environment and leaves us with nothing,” Horn-
buckle said.  “Its unacceptable and again, we just won’t 
stand for it.”

Delegate Kayla Young spoke on HB 2014 and its impact 
on tax revenue.  Specifically, as it related to how the taxes 
were evaluated by the State. 

“Something that I don’t think is being talked about 
enough in this bill is evaluation of the places,” Young said.  
“Before hand there would have been 100% of the property 
taxes going to them.  It would have been valued at mar-
ket value.  In House Bill 2014, they got down to salvage 
value. That’s 5%.”

The Dems outlined their plan to fix HB 2014 as the fol-
lowing:

* HB 4509 - Restoring local control over data centers
* HB 4822 - Redirecting data center tax revenue to 

healthcare, counties, and schools
* HB 4832 - Protecting groundwater and streams from 

data center impacts
* HB 4195 - Placing a two-year cap on electric rates
During the question and answer session, Hornbuckle 

was asked about the possibility of a moratorium on Data 
Centers in the State.  Hornbuckle said that they were open 
to anything.  He said he felt that more research needed to 
be done and if a moratorium was needed to accomplish 
that, he was open to it.

“We are exploring all option right now,” Hornbuckle 
said.

Stiles outlined that other places had successfully uti-
lized moratoriums in order to either stop data centers, such 
as Maine’s recent moratorium.  Or historically, in the case 
of fracking, to take time to see what can be done or what 
approach would be the best. 

“Just to let the dust settle until they could see what was 
the best approach from the regulatory controls. So I’m not 
a legislator now, but I would think, yeah, a moratorium 
might be something, given its been something that’s been 
successfully done elsewhere,” Stiles said.

Another question raised the issue as to why the subject 
of Data Centers was not addressed during the Economic 
Development Committee meeting during the Legislative 
Interims earlier in the day. Hornbuckle said that he is on 
the Committee, but was out on other Committee business 
and got in late to the meeting, but called the issue, “tell-
ing.”

“But I think its very telling that the West Virginia Leg-
islature, that we are confining the data center topic.  Its 
almost like we’re hiding,” Hornbuckle said.

Hornbuckle blamed the issues on what the Dems called 
a Republican “Supermajority” in Charleston.  He said that 
no checks and balances existed.  It was the “Supermajor-
ity” that the Dems blamed for what they saw as forcing 
through HB 2014.

“That is the issues we have with the Supermajority,” 
Hornbuckle said.  “Nothing good ever comes from that.”

The question of a public measure on Data Centers was 
asked.  Young said that would require a Constitutional 
Amendment to implement.  In order to pass, 2/3 of each 
governing body of the Legislature would have to vote on 
the measure. 

“It would require a Constitutional Amendment where 
2/3 of each body of the Legislature would have to pass 
something to say that Data Centers have to be approved 
by the local county or municipality, the same way they do 
alcohol,” Young said.  “That’s an option we are open to, 
absolutely.”

Deborah Stiles, Tucker County resident and Demo-
cratic Candidate for the House of Delegates repre-
senting Tucker and Grant Counties speaks about the 
historical hardships Tucker and Grant Counties have 
faced with industries coming in and then leaving 
before asking for as many constituents to speak to her 
about how they feel on the topic as possible.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE
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Your community. 
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions 
Tucker Valley Wildcats 
Davis Thomas BearsGood Luck!

Little League Regional Baseball Tournament Gets Underway

By: Adam Freeman
In a challenging day in Summersville for Tucker 

County’s youth baseball teams, the 9–10-year-olds fell to 
Tygarts Valley by a score of 15-9. Despite their efforts, the 
young athletes couldn’t secure a victory, but they look for-
ward to their next game on Friday at 6 PM against Sum-
mersville.

Meanwhile, the 11-12-year-olds also experienced a set-
back, losing 10-5 to Braxton County. The following day, 
they faced Pocahontas County and were eliminated after 
a 13-5 defeat. The team showed Tucker pride throughout 
the tournament, but their journey came to an end with the 
loss.

 Tucker County Little League Baseball 11–12-Year-Old Team

Tucker County Little League Baseball 9–10-Year-Old Team

Marshall Gilligan beats the ball to home plate.

Zayden Williams elevates for the back-handed grab. Miles Henderson lets loose of the fast ball.

Mt. Lion Football Gets 
Underway With 7-on-7

By: Adam Freeman
Tucker County’s football squad was on the gridiron this 

last week, albeit not in full uniform. The Mt. Lions trav-
eled to Elkins High School for 7-on-7 matches with the 
Tigers of Elkins High and the Tygarts Valley Bulldogs. 
Tucker would take on the Bulldogs first, with Tygarts Val-
ley striking first blood to go up 1-0. The Mt. Lions would 
then go on a 3-0 run, seeing Cayden Arnold with a long 
TD grab, Cade Rapp over the middle for a 50-plus-yard 
catch-and-run, an interception from Evan Witt, and then 
another TD grab from Arnold to settle the final at 3-1, with 
Tucker taking the win.

The Mt. Lions would then take on AAA Elkins. The 
Tigers would get up 2-0 on Tucker before QB Branson 
Hyre would again find Rapp for a long catch-and-run 
score, which brought the final to 2-1 in favor of Elkins.

The first 7-on-7 event of the summer marks the kick-
off of preparation for the upcoming fall, where Mt. Lions 
football reigns supreme.

Branson Hyre breaks up the pass. Photo by Joey Kittle

TC Boys Summer Basketball 
Team with Two Nice Wins

By: Adam Freeman
Tucker County’s boys basketball team had a pair of 

quality wins this past week in their summer league. The 
Mt. Lions first got a lopsided win against regional rival 
East Hardy. The Mt. Lions put it all over the Cougars for a 
final score of 70-44. Tucker is hoping that this trend con-
tinues this coming winter, with the Cougars proving to be 

a perennial at Charleston come March.
The second matchup of the week was against Allegheny, 

MD. Tucker took care of business again with a command-
ing 53-35 victory. Tucker’s success this summer comes as 
no shock to those who follow the Mt. Lions, whose sights 
are always set south on I-79, with this team’s expectations 
being no different.

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE PARSONS ADVOCATE

Serving the people of 
Tucker County since 1896
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NOTICE

ALL STATE PAVING Drive-
ways, parking lots, basket-
ball courts, resurfacing old 
asphalt, patchwork, seal 
coating – Machine laid and 
rolled – All Work guaranteed 
– Over 45 years experience – 
Licensed and insured- Com-
petitive prices and discounts 
– Free Estimates – 304-472-

8097.  WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. Adkins 
Home Center. 304-478-2488.
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 
NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  Home 
Center, Parsons. 304-478-

2488. 

D E A D L I N E  3 P M  F R I D A Y

HEALTH/MEDICAL
AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 

and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT, 
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR 
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE 
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE 
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can 
help. Start saving and get 30% off any 
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home 
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 

Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL
YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
_____________________

Parsons Advocate
Parsons, WV • 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2991

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV • 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Parsons, WV • 304-478-2400

D E A D L I N E  3 P M 
F R I D AY

Yard Sale-Saturday, June 
27 from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
Becky Arbogast is having a 
yard sale at the St. George 
Church of God parking lot. 
Cast iron cookware, big cast 
iron pot with stand, fountain 
with hot/cold water, Fender 
Mandolin, keyboard stand, 
park bench, rocking chairs, 
smoker, tools, tool boxes, 
West Coast truck mirror, 
chop saw, 4x4 4-wheeler, 
miscellaneous other stuff. 
Also, other yard sales, St. 
George Church of God will 
be having a bake sale. For 
more information call 304-

516-9020.

Join us for the J. A. Carr  
descendants REUNION on 
Sunday, July 5 at Hendricks 
Park. Festivities start off at 
11:30 a.m. Let's celebrate 
family, fun and together-

nesss. See you there!

EVENT

YARD SALE

Applications are being  
accepted for a Mechanic  

at our Thomas, WV location.
Applications are available at  

any of the Fairfax Material locations 
or downloadable from our website 

http://www.fmi-us.com.

Applications may be  
dropped off or mailed to 

Attn: Bryan Stemple,  
Fairfax Materials, Inc., 

25128 Seneca Trails,  
Thomas, WV 26292.

Contact Bryan Stemple  
304-463-3340 or cell 304-216-9336.
Fairfax Materials, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer.

FAIRFAX MATERIALS, INC. 

Gospel Sing
SATURDAY, JUNE 27 

@ 6:00 P.M. 
Union Chapel Church, 

162 Brushy Fork Rd. 
(off of Clover Run Rd.)  

Parsons WV Featuring Woman of Faith 
group from Philippi. All are Welcome

I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise 
to Your name, O Most High.   (Psalm 9:2, NKJV)

4th ANNUAL ST. GEORGE ACADEMY HOMECOMING 
Saturday

JUNE 27

11 :00 A.M. - 2:00 P .M. 
Homecoming Queen crowned at noon with a Tea to follow.Academy has local museum items honoring our heritage.Come tour the old school and possibly meet old schoolmates.There will be a yard sale as well as music in addition to local author,Carl Feather, and others sharing their published works.Donations are welcome and needed to help restore the Academy. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
FAYETTE AND RALEIGH COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA

JUNE 30, 11 AM  - LIVE AND ONLINE 

WOLTZ & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
800.551.3588 • WOLTZ.COM 

5% Buyer’s Premium • 2% Broker Participation Off ered

6,247± ACRES OFFERED IN 19 TRACTS 
VIEW TRACTS 4 & 5 VIEW TRACTS 4 & 5 TRACT 16TRACT 16 TRACT 6TRACT 6

Whether you’re seeking a timber investment, agricultural property, 
recreational haven, or private mountain retreat—this property checks 
every box. Multiple creeks wind through the property, enhancing its 
scenic character and supporting abundant wildlife. Take in sweeping 
views of the New River and the world-renowned New 
River Gorge, all just minutes from Beckley. Auction and 
Previews Held at Tamarack Conference Center, Beckley, 
WV.  Previews: June 13 and 14 from 10 AM to 2 PM.  
Jim Woltz, Broker 

WV Statewide Ad 2x4 Display

W
V

 #
10

00

SCAN ME

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
Life55plus.info/WV

 Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
 Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

• Guaranteed acceptance  
 for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no  
 health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Protection your loved ones deserve ...



6236-0625

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt36

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.
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Charleston WV – The 
following events happened 
on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read 
more, go to e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclope-
dia at www.wvencyclope-
dia.org.

June 24, 1842: Author 
Ambrose Bierce was born. 
Bierce found the setting 
for some of his famous 
short stories in the moun-
tains of Civil War-era West 
Virginia.

June 25, 1811: Bridge 
builder Lemuel Che-
noweth was born near 
Beverly, Randolph County. 
His many works included 
the earliest covered bridge 
at Beverly and the famous 
Philippi covered bridge.

June 25, 1950: The 
Korean War began when 
the armies of Communist 
North Korea pushed across 
the 38th parallel into South 
Korea. Army private Ken-
neth Shadrick of Wyoming 
County was among the 
first U.S. servicemen killed 
in action, on July 5, 1950.

June 26, 1887: Sheriff 
Don Chafin was born in 
Logan County. Chafin was 
a bitter foe of union orga-
nizers and, with financial 
support from coal compa-
nies, used his many depu-
ties to keep labor organiz-
ers out of Logan County, 
most notably during 
the 1921 Battle of Blair 
Mountain.

June 26, 1892: Pearl 
Buck was born in Hills-
boro in the home of her 
maternal grandparents. 
She received the Pulitzer 
Prize for The Good Earth 
and was the first American 
woman to win the Nobel 
Prize for Literature.

June 26, 1936: Basket-
ball star Hal Greer was 
born in Huntington. Greer 
was the first Black athlete 
to play at Marshall Col-
lege (now University). 
When his pro career ended 
in 1973, he held the NBA 
record for most games 
played and ranked in the 

top 10 in points scored, 
field goals attempted and 
field goals made.

June 27, 1791: This is 
the earliest known issue 
date for the Potowmac 
Guardian, and Berkeley 
Advertiser, the first news-
paper in present West 
Virginia. Published ini-
tially in Shepherdstown 
and then Martinsburg, the 
last known issue was as 
the Potomak Guardian in 
1800.

June 27, 1897: Musi-
cian Maceo Pinkard was 
born in Bluefield. Pinkard 
became one of the most 
successful songwriters of 
the 1920s Jazz Era, includ-
ing co-writing “Sweet 
Georgia Brown.”

June 27, 1929: WHIS 
radio first went on the 
air in Bluefield. Brothers 
Hugh and Jim Shott named 
the station after their 
father, Hugh Ike Shott Sr., 
congressman and owner of 
the Bluefield Daily Tele-
graph. The station became 

an important outlet for live 
country music.

June 27, 1961: Honey 
in the Rock was first per-
formed at Grandview State 
Park near Beckley. The 
play by Kermit Hunter 
depicts the founding of the 
Mountain State in 1863.

June 29, 1845: George 
W. Atkinson was born 
in Charleston. In 1896, 
Atkinson was elected gov-
ernor in an upset victory 
over Cornelius C. Watts 
of Charleston, ending 26 
years of rule by the Demo-
cratic Party.

June 29, 1952: Writer 
Breece D’J Pancake was 
born in South Charleston 
and grew up in Milton, 
Cabell County. Many of 
Pancake’s stories are set 
in Milton, fictionalized as 
“Rock Camp.” 

June 29, 2012: A vio-
lent storm called a derecho 
raced across West Virginia, 
leaving downed trees 
and damaged homes in 
its wake. About 688,000 
homes and businesses lost 
power for a week during a 
widespread heat wave.

June 30, 1914: State-
wide prohibition of alco-
hol sales became law years 
before it was enacted for 
the whole nation.

June 30, 1929: The 
Wheeling Symphony 
Orchestra gave its first 
concert at Oglebay Park.

June 30, 1944: Harpers 
Ferry National Historical 
Park was authorized as a 
national monument, the 
first in West Virginia.

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project of 
the West Virginia Humani-
ties Council.  For more 
information contact the 
West Virginia Humanities 
Council, 1310 Kanawha 
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 
25301; (304) 346-8500; or 
visit e-WV at www.wvency-
clopedia.org. 

Temperature                      Precipitation

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Puzzle answers page 4

Free Friday
It will be Hoagie Night at Free Friday 

on June 26, at the First United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall beginning at 
6 pm. Along with hoagies, we will be 
serving macaroni and potato salad, baked 
beans, chips, desserts and drinks. Hope to 
see you there!

Gospel Sing
Gospel Sing, Saturday, June 27 at 6:00 

p.m. at Union Chapel Church, 162 Brushy 
Fork Rd. (off of Clover Run Rd.) Parsons 
WV ~ Featuring Woman of Faith group 
from Philippi. All are Welcome.

I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will 
sing praise to Your name, O Most High. 
(Psalm 9:2, NKJV)

Fall Clothing Giveaway

There will be a fall clothing giveaway 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 
27 at the Southern Baptist Church in 
Rowlesburg.

St. George Day
June 27th and 28th, starting at 10 a.m. 
Join us for food sales, silent auction, 
cakewalk, tours, Queen crowning, and 
more. See Page 2 for more details. Hope 
to see you there!

Fairview Cemetery Homecoming
50th Anniversary, 1976-2026. Sun-

day, June 28th at Road Church Pavilion. 
Covered dish lunch at noon. Everyone 
is welcome. Send mowing donations to 
Fairview Cemetery Fund, c/o Mountain 
Valley Bank, NA, P.O. Box 383, Parsons, 
WV 26287.

 Florida Watermelon Sunrise
Ingredients
•	 6 cups Florida watermelon 

chunks, pureed
•	 2 Florida oranges, juiced
•	 1/2 cup vodka (such as Florida 

Fish Hawk Spirits)
•	 1/2 cup ginger beer (or to taste)
•	 1 cup melted orange sherbet
•	 Fresh! Florida Watermelon 

Sunrise from Follow Fresh 
From Florida on Vimeo.

Instructions
•	 Puree watermelon in a blender 

(or with an immersion blender 
or food processor), and strain if 
desired.

•	 Combine watermelon puree and 
orange juice, mixing well.

•	 Fill glasses with ice, and pour the 
desired amount of vodka into each 
glass, followed by a watermelon 
mix and a splash of ginger beer.

•	 Drizzle orange sherbet and gar-
nish with a watermelon slice and 
orange peel.

Week		     1.49”                       
June                  1.55"
2026                24.21"

Max                88° F
Min                 50° F

Snowfall
Winter Total� 46.5"

U.S. Forest Service

Weather Totals
June 9 - June 16, 2026

June 28, 1936: Athlete Chuck Howley was born in 
Wheeling. Howley starred at West Virginia University 
and played linebacker for 12 seasons for the Dallas 
Cowboys. A six-time All-Pro, he is the only Super Bowl 
MVP to play for a losing team. 
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Jefferson County Sheriff Thomas Hansen Sworn In As 
President Of West Virginia Association Of County Officials

WHEELING – Jefferson County Sheriff Thomas "Tom" 
Hansen was sworn in as President of the West Virginia Asso-
ciation of County Officials (WVACo) during the organiza-
tion's annual Spring Board Meeting on Monday at Oglebay 
Resort in Wheeling.

Hansen succeeds Greg Vandall, Assessor of Summers 
County, who served as WVACo president during the past 
year.

WVACo is comprised of statewide representatives from 
West Virginia's six constitutional county offices – assessors, 
circuit clerks, county commissioners, county clerks, pros-
ecuting attorneys and sheriffs. The organization serves as the 
unified voice of county government across all 55 counties in 
the Mountain State.

"I am honored by the confidence my colleagues have 
placed in me and grateful for the opportunity to serve as 

president of this outstanding organization," Hansen said. 
"County government is where many of the services most 
important to our citizens are delivered every day. I look 
forward to working with county officials from across West 
Virginia to strengthen local government, support our com-
munities and ensure counties continue to have a strong voice 
in Charleston."

WVACo Executive Director Jonathan Adler said Hansen 
brings decades of public service and leadership experience 
to the statewide position.

"Sheriff Hansen has earned a reputation as a thoughtful 
leader, a dedicated public servant and a strong advocate for 
effective local government," Adler said. "His experience in 
law enforcement, his commitment to public service and his 
collaborative approach make him exceptionally well-quali-
fied to lead the association during the coming year. We are 
excited to work alongside him as we continue advancing the 
interests of West Virginia's counties."

Hansen originally joined the Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office in 1995. During a career spanning more than two 
decades, he served as a patrol deputy, field training officer, 
detective and the department's first School Resource Officer 
at Jefferson High School. He ultimately rose to the rank of 

EASTERN WEST VIRGINIA COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Policy of Nondiscrimination 

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College is an Equal Opportunity institution and does not discrim-
inate based on race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, disability, religion, or age in admission, employment, or 
educational programs and activities; nor does it discriminate based on genetic information in employment or em-
ployee health benefits. Faculty, staff, students, and applicants are protected from retaliation for making complaints 
or assisting in investigations of discrimination. Inquiries regarding compliance with the nondiscrimination require-
ments may be directed to:

The College complies with applicable Federal, State, and Local laws including the following: 20 USC 1681 et. seq. 
(Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972); 29 USC 206(d) et seq. (Equal Pay Act of 1963, as amended); 42 
U.S.C. § 2000e-2 (Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act); 29 USC 621, et seq. (Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, 
as amended); 42 USC §§ 6101-6107 (Age Discrimination Act of 1975); 29 USC 701 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 
1973); 29 USC 791 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1992); 38 USC 4301 et seq. (Uniform Services Employment and 
Reemployment Rights Act of 1994); 42 USC 1981 et seq. (Civil Rights Act of 1991); 42 USC 12101 et seq, (Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act of 1990‐ADA); 42 USC 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments 
Act of 2008); 42 USC 2000e(k) (Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978); 42 USC §§ 2000gg-2000gg-6 (Pregnancy 
Workers Fairness Act of 2022); 42 USC 2000d‐2000d‐7 (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended); 42 
USC 2000e et seq. (Title VII of the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended); 42 USC 2000ff et seq., (Genetic Infor-
mation Nondiscrimination Act of 2008‐GINA).

Degree Programs Certificate Programs Certification Programs
Accounting Accounting Certified Nursing Assistant 
Associate in Arts Allied Health Care Dental Assisting
Associate in Science Artificial Intelligence Industrial Equipment Maintenance
Automotive Technology Automotive Technology Medical Assistant 
Biological & Environmental Technology  Biological & Environmental Technology Microsoft® Office Specialist
Board of Governors Business Management Pharmacy Technician 
Business Management Cyber Intelligence Phlebotomy Technician
Cyber Intelligence Electromechanical Technology Residential Care Specialist 
Early Childhood Development Hospitality & Tourism Management Welding
General Studies Paraprofessional in Education 
Nursing Technical Studies 
Technical Studies Wind Energy Technology 
Wind Energy Technology 

General Admission Requirements for Eastern West Virginia and Technical College Students seeking admission to 
EWVCTC as a degree seeking student must submit the following: (Please see College Catalog for specific informa-
tion).

1) Application for Admission
2) GED or HS Diploma or TASC Assessment
3) ACT/SAT/Accuplacer Scores
4) High school and/or College Transcripts

Some programs have limited enrollment and require additional requirements for admission. Please visit the web-
site at www.easternwv.edu or call 304-434-8000 for further information.

ADA Coordinator
Monica Wilson/
Student Services 
316 Eastern Drive

Moorefield, WV 26836
304-434-8000

Title IX Coordinator/EEO/AA
Jaennae Snyder, HR Representative

316 Eastern Drive
Moorefield, WV 26836

304-434-8000

WVWV

MDMD

VAVA

Public Open House • Valley North Transmission Project 

PJM Interconnection LLC, the federally regulated regional transmission 
operator, selected the Valley North Transmission Line Project as a 
forward-thinking solution to strengthen the region’s electric transmission 
backbone, support long term reliability and help drive economic growth for 
decades to come. The Valley North Project was developed by Valley Link 
Transmission, LLC, a joint venture between Dominion Energy, FirstEnergy 
Transmission and Transource Energy (jointly owned by American Electric 
Power and Evergy) to build the modern infrastructure needed to keep 
electricity reliable and affordable for homes, businesses and growing 
industries across the Mid-Atlantic region. The project is still in its early stages, 
and we’re committed to keeping the process open and collaborative. Right 
now, we’re reviewing potential study segments by looking at environmental, 
cultural and land use information, along with feedback from landowners and 
the community.

We invite landowners and interested parties to attend an 
upcoming open house for the proposed Valley North 
Transmission Line Project.

The Valley North Project will build approximately 260 miles of new 765 kV 
electric transmission line between Putnam County, West Virginia, and 
Frederick County, Maryland.  It also includes two new substations in Hardy 
County, West Virginia, and Frederick County, Maryland. This project increases 
the electric grid’s capacity to deliver electricity across the region, reducing the 
risk of outages and improving reliability. 

We are hosting open houses across multiple counties, and you are welcome 
to attend whichever one fits your schedule. The open houses will feature 
information stations where you can learn about the project and speak to team 
members one-on-one at your own pace.   

Wednesday, July 8, 2026 
Hampshire County, WV
4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Bottling Works Event Center
426 E Main Street
Romney, WV 26757

Wednesday, July 8, 2026 
Tucker County, WV
4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Tucker County High School
116 Mountain Lion Way
Hambleton, WV 26269

Putnam

Jackson

HarrisonDoddridge

Kanawha

Roane

Calhoun Gilmer

Braxton

Lewis

Barbour

Upshur
Randolph

Tucker

Preston

Garrett

Grant

Hardy

Hampshire
Frederick

Berkeley

Jefferson

Clarke
Loudoun

Frederick

Counties in the Project Study Area

There is no formal presentation, so you’re welcome to stop by whenever it’s 
convenient for you. All open houses will be held from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Doors will 
open at 4 p.m. All open house locations are available on our project website at 
vltransmission.com/valley-north. 

Community input plays an important role. It helps us understand what matters 
most to your community, learn about any potential impacts and find ways to 
reduce those impacts as we move forward. 

There is an open house near you. Please join us! 

Can’t attend an open house? Visit www.vltransmission.com/valley-north for 
project  materials and additional open house details.

vltransmission.com/valley-north
vlnorth@vltransmission.com
(304) 207-0120

or go to Dental50Plus.com/Press

Get your FREE
Information Kit

It’s easy!
Call or scan today

DENTAL
Insurance
Big dental bills?
Get protection.

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not 
available in CO, KS, NY, OR – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certifi cate 
C254/B465, (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6370

®

Coverage for cleanings, fi llings, crowns — 
even dentures! Get dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

1-855-405-3412

SCAN 
NOW!

� See JEFFERSON page 7
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L E G A L

Legal 2 col x 2”
0624 0701

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the 
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Adam Cale Jacqueline G Cale
1st publication 06/24/2026 6498 Holly Meadow Road
2nd publication 06/01/2026 Parsons, WV 26287
Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of 

first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must 
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County 
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the 
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days 
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice, 
whichever is later.

ATTEST: Barbara Evans, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Legal 6 col x 17-1/2”
0624

TIMBERLINE-CV PSD
WV3304711
Consumer Confidence Report - 2026
Covering Calendar Year - 2025
This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about 
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers 
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affects drinking water qual-
ity or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board 
meeting held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6 PM in the CVVFD Fire Hall or call ROBERT METZGER 
at 304-866-3433.

Your water comes from ground water under direct influence of surface water:
Source Name   Source Water Type
WELL 4 (GW) Ground water
WELL 5 (GWUDI)  Ground water under direct influence of surface water

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care pro-
viders. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. 
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from 
the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm 
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture, 
and residential users.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.
Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic 
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regulations. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide 
the same protection for public health.
Our water system has an estimated population of 577 and is required to test a minimum of 1 sample(s) per month 
in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are usually 
harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria 
are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this 
limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.
Water Quality Data
The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2025 calendar 
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless 
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2025. The state requires 
us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants 
are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative of the water 
quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant 
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology.
Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL.
Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a contaminant in drinking water.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.
Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.
Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/l)
Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (µg/l)
Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.
Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Monitoring Period Average (MPA): Art average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame, 
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just 
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.
Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and 
used to determine compliance with MCLs.
Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a 
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: TIMBERLINE -CV PSD
 Regulated  Facility  Collection Highest  Range  Unit  MCL  MCLG  Typical Source
 Contaminants Name Date (low/high)
 ARSENIC Treatment 4/16/2025 1.8 0.1.8  ppb 10 0 Erosion of natural deposits
  Plant-Well 5          runoff from orchards; runoff
  (GWUDI)          from glass and electronics
             production wastes
 BARIUM   Treatment 12/23/2025  0.0763  0.0474-  ppm  2   2 Discharge of drilling   
  Plant-Well 4   0.0763      wastes; discharge from   
   (GW)          metal refineries; erosion of 
             natural deposits
 CHROMIUM   Treatment 12/23/2025  1.6  1.2-1.6  ppb  100   100 Discharge from steel and   
  Plant-Well 5          pulp mills; erosion of 
             natural deposits
 NITRATE  Treatment 4/16/2025 0.44 0.41-  ppm 10  10 Runoff from fertilizer use;  
   Plant-Well 4   0.44       leaching from septic tanks, 
             sewage; erosion of natural 
             deposits
 NITRATE-   Treatment 4/16/2025  0.44  0.41-   ppm  10   10 Runoff from fertilizer use;  
 NITRITE  Plant-Well 4   0.44       leaching from septic tanks, 
   (GW)          sewage; erosion of natural 
             deposits
 SELENIUM  Treatment 12/23/2025 1.3 0-1.3  ppb 50  50  Discharge from petroleum 
   Plant-Well 5          and metal refineries; 
   (GWUDI)          erosion of natural deposits;  
             discharge from mines
 Disinfection Sample Collection Highest Range
 By-products Point Date LRAA (low/high) Unit MCL MCLG Typical Source
   Value
 TOTAL LOT #153 2025 0 0-0 ppb 60 0 By-product of
 HALOACE-        drinking water
 TIC ACIDS        disinfection
 (HAA5)  
 TTHM LOT #153 2025 3 3-3 ppb 80 0 By-product of
        drinking water
        chlorination
 
Lead and Monitoring  90th  Range  Unit  AL Sites  Typical Source
Copper Period  Percentile  (low/high)   Over AL
COPPER,  2025  0.073  0.0031-  ppm  1.3  0  Corrosion of household plumb-
FREE   0.11    ing systems; erosion of natural 
       deposits; leaching from wood 
       preservatives
LEAD  2025  0.76 0-0.92 ppb  15  0  Corrosion of household plumb-
       ing systems; erosion of natural  
       deposits

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health 
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young 
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead 
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are 
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults 
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your 
health care provider for more information about your risks.
Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formulæfed 
and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used in ser-

vice lines and in home plumbing. TIMBERLINE-CV PSD is responsible for providing high quality drinking 
water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in your home. 
Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling results do not 
detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying and removing 
lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Using a filter, certified 
by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in reducing lead 
exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly. Use only cold 
water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water. Before 
using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can 
do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead service line 
or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer period. If you 
are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact TIMBERLINE-CV PSD 
and ROBERT METZGER at 304-866-3433. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps 
you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
TIMBERLINE-CV PSD completed lead tap sampling in 2025, the results are available for review and can be 
accessed at the CVPSD Office.
TIMBERLINE-CV PSD has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials throughout 
the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the CVPSD Office. By November 
1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory, known as the ‘baseline inventory” and 
it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water distribution 
system.
Our water system identified that we have 0 lead service lines in our inventory.
If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact ROBERT METZGER at 304-866-3433.
Source Water Assessment and Protection 
When required by West Virginia State law, TIMBERLINE-CV PSD maintains a comprehensive Source Wa-
ter Protection Plan (SWPP) that is updated every three years and reviewed by the West Virginia Bureau for 
Public Health (WVBPH). For systems utilizing surface water or groundwater under the direct influence of 
surface water (GWUDI), SWPPs provide a detailed strategy for protecting intake areas and the surrounding 
Zone of Critical Concern.
Because these types of sources are open to the environment, they generally have a higher susceptibility to 
contamination. This susceptibility rating does not mean your water is contaminated; rather, it indicates that 
conditions exist which could impact the source water if a release occurred due to the sensitive nature of the 
intake area. A public version of our current Source Water Protection Plan (if applicable) or further information 
regarding our specific source susceptibility is available for review at our office during normal business hours 
or by contacting ROBERT METZGER at 304-866-3433. A Source Water Assessment may previously have 
been completed to identify potential sources of contamination and the susceptibility of our water source. You 
can view these historical assessment reports online at the WVBPH website: https://www.wvdhhr.orq/oehs/
eed/swap/search.cfm.
For more information on source water protection and to learn how you can help protect drinking water sources, 
visit the EPA at https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/how-can-you-help-protect-source-water.
Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level MPA  MPA Units  RAA  RAA Units
1/1/2025-1/31/2025  2.10000  MG/L  1.60000  MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS
Our water system bas sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are 
those that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contami-
nants should have a standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.
If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Robert Metzger at 304-866-3433.
 Unresolved
 Deficiency Facility Comments
 Date Identified
 1/24/2025 Mountainside Tank The storage tank overflow is not properly screened.
   (64CSR77-9.1.f.2) Please endure proper screening 
   is in place for the storage tank overflow.
 1/24/2025 Ski Area Tank The storage tank overflow is not properly screened.
   (64CSR77-9.1.f.2) Please endure proper screening 
   is in place for the storage tank overflow.
 Analyte Facility Highest Value Unit of Measure Month Occurred
 Turbidity TREATMENT PLANT 0.31 NTU  January
   Well 5 (GWUDI)

Radiological Collection Highest Range Unit  MCL MCLG Typical Source
Contaminants Date Value  
COMBINED  12/3/2025 0.461  0-0.461 μg/L 30 0 Erosion of natural deposits
URANIUM  
RADIUM-228 12/3/2025 0.9024 0-0.924 pCi/L 0 0 Erosion of natural deposits

Turbidity
Turbidity is a measurement of the cloudiness of the water caused by suspended particles. We monitor it be-
cause it is a good indicator of water quality and the effectiveness of our filtration.
 Percentage of samples  Months Violation Highest Month Sources Level 
 in compliance with Std Occurred  Single Occurred  Indicator
   Measurement
 99.00 12 NO 0.31 January Treatment Yes
     Plant - Well 5
     (GWUDI)
Secondary Contaminants-Non Heath Based
Contaminants-No Federal Maximum  Collection  Highest   Range   Unit  SMCL
Contaminant Level (MCL) Established Date Value (low/high)
SODIUM        12/23/2025  3.68  3.62-3.68   MG/L  20

During the 2025 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.
 Fed Rep Compliance Violation Category  Rule Explanation Actions Taken by
 ID Period Type     Water System
 65226 1/1/2024- Public Notice PN PUBLIC Failed to issue Operator is aware
 12/31/2024 Rule linked  NOTICE public notice or and is currently
   to violation   failed to provide working to resolving
       a copy of the these violations
       notice and cert-
       fication to the state
 65227 1/1/2024- Public Notice PN PUBLIC Failed to issue 
 12/31/2024  Rule linked  NOTICE public notice or
   to violation   failed to provide
       a copy of the     
       notice and cert-
       fication to the state
 65223 6/26/2025 Public Notice PN PUBLIC Failed to issue 
   Rule linked  NOTICE public notice or
   to violation   failed to provide
       a copy of the     
       notice and cert-
       fication to the state
 65224 6/26/2025 Public Notice PN PUBLIC Failed to issue 
   Rule linked  NOTICE public notice or
   to violation   failed to provide
       a copy of the     
       notice and cert-
       fication to the state
 65220 6/26/2025 Failure TT LT2ESWTR Failed to address 
   address   a deficiency
   deficiency   
   (EPA survey)
 65221 6/26/2025 Failure TT LT2ESWTR Failed to address 
   address   a deficiency
   deficiency   
   (EPA survey)
 65222 7/1/2025- CCR Report RPT Consumer Failed to deliver 
 11/5/2025    Confidence Consumer Confidence
      Rule Report to the state
       or consumers on time
 65225 10/1/2025- CCR RPT Consumer Inadequate Consumer
 11/8/2025 adequacy/  Confidence Confidence Report
   availability/  Rule (CCR) or failure to
   content   deliver a CCR 
       Certification form to
       the state on time
AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS
Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are 
those that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contami-
nants should have a standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.
If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Robert Metzger at 304-866-3433.

Your CCR is available at CVPSD Office. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the phone 
number above.

L E G A L
lieutenant before retiring from the department in July 2015.

In February 2016, Hansen was recognized as "Police 
Officer of the Year" by the American Legion Department of 
West Virginia. He was elected Sheriff of Jefferson County 
in November 2020 and first took office in January 2021. 
Following his re-election, he began a second term in Janu-
ary 2025.

As sheriff, Hansen has focused on improving officer 
morale, implementing operational changes designed to 
increase efficiency, strengthening community engagement 
and reducing response times throughout the county.

In addition to his law enforcement responsibilities, 
Hansen has served as Commander of Post 71, 10th Dis-

trict Commander, and Department Vice Commander for the 
American Legion Department of West Virginia. He remains 
actively involved in public safety and community leadership 
initiatives throughout the region.

WVACo's mission is to achieve unity of purpose among 
elected county officials in order to promote the professional-
ism, preservation, and protection of county government for 
the benefit of the citizens they serve. Its strives to be a uni-

fied partner in creating a better West Virginia.
The officials represented by WVACo provide many of the 

public services West Virginians rely upon every day, includ-
ing law enforcement, elections administration, tax collec-
tion, property assessment, court record management and 
local fiscal oversight.

Founded more than six decades ago, WVACo serves as 
the principal organization for county-government advocacy, 
professional development and inter-county cooperation in 
West Virginia. The association works closely with state poli-
cymakers on issues affecting local government and provides 
educational, training and support programs for county offi-
cials across the state.

About The West Virginia Association Of County Officials
The West Virginia Association of County Officials is the 

statewide organization representing county government in 
all 55 West Virginia counties. Through advocacy, education, 
professional development and member services, WVACo 
works to strengthen county government and support the 
elected officials and employees who serve West Virginia citi-
zens every day.

FOUNDATION� Cont. From Page 6
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Opinion

West Virginia Legislature Interims Come to Canaan
By: Lydia Crawley
The Parsons Advocate
The West Virginia Legislature Interim Committees 

were held at Canaan Valley State Park over three days.  
From Sunday, June 14th to Tuesday, June 16th, Legisla-
tors were in the area to become informed on and discuss 
a range of issues, as well as tour various sites in the area.

Members of the public were allowed to sit in on the 
legislative sessions such as the Joint Standing Commit-
tee on Economic Development on Monday.  The legisla-
tors were informed on the latest information by Deputy 
Secretary for Economic Development and Workforce 
Participation, Christine H. Davies and Secretary of the 
West Virginia Department of Tourism Chelsea A. Ruby.

Davies informed the legislators that companies are 
always looking at West Virginia and the Governor is 
reaching out to CEOs about West Virginia and its oppor-
tunities.  The state currently has 78 active deals with new 
companies with 14 of those with companies wishing to 
expand into the State and the remaining 64 as new busi-
ness opportunities.  Davies said of every 10 new busi-
nesses the State negotiate with, only three ever make it to 
the offer stage, making it a 10 – 25 % offer rate.

Davies said that 50 new prospects came from an expo 
meeting in San Diego.  The State is also looking to 
expand the export market into Spain and Portugal cur-
rently.  Aviation is another avenue the State is looking 
to expand.

Industrial Development is also a focus the State con-
tinues to work on.  Such industries as high performance 
materials, automation, aircraft engines and aerospace, 
power electronics components, grid hardware and com-
peting hardware and maintenance are all industries the 
State is reaching out to.

Davies said her office is receiving a lot of calls on the 
Federal Opportunity Zone Program, which was recently 
made permanent.  The program has been live since May 
1 and is taking applications through July 1.  Only 25% 
of the 207 census tracks will be chosen for the program.  
The program will gather better information on all the 
zones, as well as work with economic development part-
ners in those areas to market to firms.

The Ready Sites Program, of which both the Parsons 
Industrial Park and Tucker County Industrial Park are a 
part of, continues.  Davies said the State continues to 
work with existing sites, as well as evaluate the next 
sites, with an eye on infrastructure for the next Ready 
Sites chosen sites.

Davies said that she didn’t want to say anything just 
yet, but there would soon be other related programs 
announced soon.

When asked by a Delegate what the most important 
focus was for economic development in the State, Davies 
said, manufacturing was the number one area.  She said 

that was the industry with the most interest, but that she 
“hates to put all the eggs in one basket.”

The next and last speaker of the session was Ruby, 
who spoke on the status of Tourism within the State. 
Ruby said her office’s focus was to mainly try to change 
how people view the State of West Virginia. Her job, she 
said was storytelling through advertising.

While most states market their advertising strictly out-
side the borders of their State, West Virginia is unique in 
that, State Tourism also markets within the State, as well.  
Ruby said a large number of tourism dollars in the State 
comes from in-State tourism.  West Virginia, Ruby said, 
is one of the fastest growing tourism States in the U.S.

West Virginia Tourism began offering a free course for 
tourism workers or those who live in tourism areas called 
Tourism Works.  The Program involves 12 modules and 
has already provided 24,000 credentials.  Ruby said it is 
a great way to be a “good ambassador in your own state.”  
The program is perfect for those who need training for 
workers, as well as residents welcoming those into their 
communities, Ruby said.

West Virginia has also appeared in such publications 
as Outside’s 50 Most Epic Adventures in North America, 
Travel + Leisure’s The Cranberry Wilderness in West 
Virginia Might Be One of the Most Peaceful Places in 
the U.S., Conde Nast Traveler’s The 50 Most Beautiful 
Places in the U.S.and National Geographic’s Glamping 
with the stars: These 7 retreats are perfect for night-sky 
watchiing. Ruby said she continues to invite journalists 
to come to West Virginia and engage in its many unique 
experiences.

Tourism equates to over $9 billion in economic impact, 

with $6.6 billion in traveler spending.  State Park rev-
enue is also up nearly $2 billion over last year.  Of that, 
$1.1 billion is generated in tax revenue and 1 in 15 work-
ers in the state is employed in a tourism-related industry, 
according to Ruby.

So far, 2026 has been off to a “great start,” Ruby said.  
The winter sports and travel industry got a big boost 
from one of the longest winter ski seasons on record.  
Ruby said Spring has also been strong and Summer is 
also off to a great start, as well.   

Short-term rental numbers, such as Airbnb, continue 
to soar in the State.  The topic locally, has been the sub-
ject of controversy, especially within the Town of Davis, 
where a recent measure on zoning was voted down in 
an election and a moratorium on short-term rentals was 
lifted, leading to an astronomical rise in the number of 
units in the Town. 

There were also tax credits for tourism infrastructure 
and historic preservation, as well as grants available for 
libraries.  Valley View Cabins in Canaan Valley were part 
of six new Tourism Development Act tax credit projects 
that generated over $117 million in new investment 
across six counties.

Sunday, the Legislators toured Dolly Sods, Big Tim-
ber Brewing Company and the National Youth Science 
Academy.  A reception and dinner were held at Bear Paw. 
Transportation was provided by Canaan Valley Lodge.

On Monday, the Legislators enjoyed breakfast and 
lunch at the Hickory Dining Room followed by a full day 
of Standing Committees and an off site visit to Valley 
View Cabins.  Monday’s Committee meetings included 
the: Joint Standing Committee on the Judiciary; Joint 
Standing Committee on Finance; Joint Standing Com-
mittee on Education; Joint Standing Committee on Orga-
nization; Joint Standing Committee on Economic Devel-
opment and Joint Standing Committee on Health.  The 
day ended with the off site tour and a reception and din-
ner at Blackwater Lodge.

Tuesday began with breakfast in the Hickory Din-
ing Room followed by off site tours.  The Legislators 
toured Mt. Storm Power Station followed by in Elkins, 
the Tygart Hotel, Augusta Heritage Center and the nearly 
finished Railyard Event & Conference Center.  The final 
tour was of the Bowden State Fish Hatchery.

Local action groups were also on  hand during the 
events to protest.  Tucker United hosted a two day protest 
Sunday and Monday, with a standing base camp at the 
main pavilion.  Protesters lined the main road and also 
could be found in a designated protest area of the parking 
lot at the main lodge.

Deputy Secretary for Economic Development and 
Workforce Participation, Christine H. Davies infoms 
Legislators on the latest on the State’s efforts to 
entice new industry to the West Virginia during the 
Joint Standing Committee on Economic Development 
June 15th at Canaan Valley Resort State Park’s Spruce 
Room.

Secretary of the West Virginia Department of Tourism 
Chelsea A. Ruby updates the Legislators on the lat-
est efforts of the State’s Tourism Department during a 
meeting of the Joint Standing Committee on Economic 
Development June 15th at Canaan Valley Resort State 
Park’s Spruce Room.

Nichols to speak on Garrett County history
July PAC event created to support Garrett 250 Birthday Bash

McHenry, MD – Garrett County 
may not officially be 250 years 
old, but the area that is now Garrett 
County has plenty of history dat-
ing back to our nation’s birth. Noted 
local historian Chris Nichols will be 
exploring that history in a 6 p.m. pre-
sentation on Wednesday, July 22nd at 
the Performing Arts Center at Garrett 
College.

Nichols, a senior energy analyst 
with Australia-based Energy Exem-
plar, is adapting material from his 
five-part newspaper series entitled 
250 Years of Garrett County: Local 
History in the American Story.

“The history of Garrett County is 
deeply intertwined with the broader 

story of the United States,” wrote 
Nichols in Part 1 of his series. The 
series seeks to highlight “both con-
tinuity and change – showing how a 
frontier wilderness gradually became 
a modern Appalachian community 
while maintaining its distinct identity 
and character.”

Nichols is a regular presenter in 
Garrett College’s Joan Crawford Lec-
ture Series, which is also hosted in 
the performing arts center. Previous 
Nichols presentations include Energy 
Resources of Garrett County: A His-
tory of (Almost) All-of-the-Above, 
and Before the Dam: Life Around 
Deep Creek Pre-1925.

Garrett College is sponsoring 
Nichols’ presentation in support of 
the Garrett 250 Birthday Bash, which 
is being organized by the Garrett 250 
Commission and supported by the 
Garrett County Commissioners. The 
celebration around the nation’s 250th 
birthday includes Celebrating Amer-
ica Together, a free event at the Gar-
rett County Fairgrounds from noon to 
10 p.m. on Saturday, July 18th. 

Celebrating America Together, 
according to the Garrett 250 website, 
includes:

•	 “A Country United” Large Flag 
Unfurling, a collaborative proj-
ect honoring our veterans and 
celebrating America’s 250th 

anniversary. Sign up to be part 
of this unforgettable community 
display of patriotism at https://
bit.ly/a-county-united

•	 Heritage Hall, featuring Garrett 
County’s “eight unique towns” 
of Oakland, Accident, Deer 
Park, Friendsville, Grantsville, 
Kitzmiller, Loch Lynn Heights, 
and Mountain Lake Park;

•	 Veterans Park, featuring organi-
zations such as the VFW, Ameri-
can Legion, and other veterans 
groups;

•	 Stars and Stripes Kids Zone;
•	 Freedom on Wheels Car Show;
•	 Hometown Heroes section hon-

oring firefighters, law enforce-
ment officers, EMS personnel 
and public safety teams, and 
others who serve and protect the 
community;

•	 Community Showcase, high-
lighting many of the county’s 
nonprofit groups, organizations, 
and service initiatives;

•	 Spirit of ’76 Biergarten, featur-
ing food, drinks, and an all-day 
lineup of live music; and

•	 A custom Drone Show presented 
by Firefly Drone Shows begin-
ning at 9:30 p.m.

For more information on Garrett 
250, please visit https://www.gar-
rett250.com.

PAC receives impressive 
survey ratings

Performing Arts Center scores 
high in all 5 key metrics

McHenry, MD – The Performing Arts Center at Garrett 
College produced impressive survey ratings in each of a 
recent community survey’s five key satisfaction metrics, 
Garrett College and PAC officials recently announced.

The PAC had positives ratings of over 90 percent in each 
key metric, including facility cleanliness (98.8 percent), 
welcoming experience (94 percent), venue amenities 
and ticket purchasing (each 91.7 percent), and percent of 
respondents likely to recommend the venue (90.5 percent).

“Front-of-house staff were consistently viewed as pro-
fessional and welcoming,” reported Julie Yoder, Garrett 
College’s dean of continuing education and workforce 
development. “Many comments also highlighted appre-
ciation for the music, theatre, community performances, 
lectures, and diverse entertainment offerings.”

Chantel Lowdermilk, director of the PAC and Garrett 
College events, said PAC staff and college leadership 
learned a lot about their customers from the survey.

“Facebook and word-of-mouth were identified as the 
most effective marketing channels,” said Lowdermilk. 
“Families are the primary audience group, representing the 
majority of attendees, and most attendees purchase tickets 
well ahead of events rather than walk-up sales.”

Lowdermilk said respondents also identified oppor-
tunities for improvement, including expanded program-
ming variety focusing on younger audiences, concession 
enhancements and additional seating in waiting areas, and 
increased advertising and community outreach.

Survey availability was promoted on the PAC’s new 
website, in local newspapers, and in social media.

Lowdermilk said the high ratings were a testament to 
the PAC’s high-quality partners – Garrett County Public 
Schools, Garrett County Arts Council, StageWEST, and 
Garrett County Government – as well as College facilities, 
security, custodial, business, and food services staff.

To The Citizens of Parsons,
I want to take a moment to express how much I have 

enjoyed working for the City of Parsons.  It has truly been 
an honor and a privilege to serve the City of Parsons for 
the past 10 years as councilman, recorder, and mayor.

I would like to clarify misinformation that was reported. 
I remain Mayor until June 30. My absences from meetings 
was due to a previously planned family vacation, which is 
an annual event for my family.

At no time were my duties neglected. All required signa-
tures for Region VII projects for Parsons were completed, 
and those projects continued to move forward as needed.

I take my responsibilities seriously and remain commit-
ted to serving the community through the end of my term.

I have loved serving this community and working for 
dedicated citizens, employees, and leaders who care 
deeply about the future of our city. Our employees are 
the best!  Parsons will always be special to me, and I am 

thankful for the support you have shown me throughout 
the years. How exciting it was to represent the City of Par-
sons as Mayor for the opening of Corridor H on Monday.  
Though I will no longer be mayor, my support for the City 
of Parsons and its people will continue.

I have always looked out for the interests of our citizens.  
Fiscal responsibility has been critical to me, and I want 
to ensure that money is not wasted or spent on projects 
that are not good for the citizens.  We must continue to 
remember the age of our population and make sure that 
we are providing services not only for our youth, but for 
our senior citizens also.   Our greatest resources are our 
people.   

Parsons will always be the small city with a big heart to 
me as it is to you.  

Best wishes to our new mayor.
Sincerely,
Mayor Bruce Kolsun
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RIDGELINE� Cont. From Front Page 1

AMERICA� Cont. From Front Page 1

DATA CENTER� Cont. From Front Page 1

“1) the project will include a microgrid data center;
2) the gas-fired  power plant for which Fundamental 
Data, LLC submitted an Air Quality Permit Applica-
tion with the WV DEP on March 15, 2025, is part of the 
microgrid center project;
3) the gas-fired power plant will be located in Tucker 
County, West Virginia and the data center facilities will 
be located in Tucker and Grant Counties, West Virginia;
4) Fundamental Data, LLC owns, operates, or otherwise 
controls the property to be utilized for the project;
5) Phase 1 of the project will include approximately 
800 MW of power generated from natural gas, 1.3 GW 
of electricity generated from solar, and 14 data center 
buildings that will utilize the over 2.0 GW of power.
6) Phase 2 of the project will include an additional 3.1 
GW of gas-fired generation and sufficient data center 
buildings to utilize that amount of generation.”
Preservati stated that based on representations made by 

Fundamental Data at the meeting, the Ridgeline Project met 
the definition of a High Impact Data Center and therefore, 
was required to have submitted a request for certification 
within 30 days or by June 17th.

“Based upon Fundamental Data, LLC’s representations 
on May 18, 2026, and given that no application has been 
received more than 30 days later, it appears that Fundamen-
tal Data, LLC is in violation of 145 CSR 20-10.1,” the letter 
states.

The letter gave Chapman and Fundamental Data five 
days to respond if plans had changed or Fundamental Data 
did not believe that the project applied to H.B. 2014.  The 
letter also gave the company 10 days to submit their appli-
cation for a microgrid district and High Impact Data Center.

Chapman’s response came quickly with cc’s to Chris-
topher G. Morris, the Director of the West Virginia Data 
Economy Office and Matt Herridge, the West Virginia Sec-

retary of Commerce.
Chapman claimed that Preservati had confused the defi-

nitions of High Impact Data Center and Certified Microgrid 
District.  “They are not the same thing, as the statute and 
the promulgated rules make quite clear,” Chapman writes.

The letter goes on the state that, “the data center market 
– consistent with both our public statements and what we 
have told your office privately and repeatedly,” is concep-
tual and while the company anticipated that to be the end 
user of the power generated, may not be the sole user.

“Those users may or may not qualify as High Impact Data 
Centers...what is certain, is that the obligation...attaches 
only to the entity that satisfies that definition, measured by 
that entities own awareness,” Chapman writes.  “Nothing 
in 145 CSR 20 imposes that entity-specific obligation on a 
generation developer merely because it is associated with 
a project.”

Chapman agreed that Certified Microgrid District Cer-
tification could apply to the project, but asserted that the 
certification was voluntary and no filing deadline applied.  
Chapman called it an “elective regulatory status” that an 
eligible entity could petition for by submission of a Letter 
of Intent with no compliance deadline applying.  “There is 
no triggering event, no 30*day clock, no compliance dead-
line, and no penalty attaching to a party that has not sought 
it,” Chapman writes. 

“The demand is defective for a further reason,” Chapman 
writes.  “Your letter directs Fundamental Data to file ‘for a 
microgrid district and High Impact Data Center within ten 
(10) days.’  Those are two separate certifications, governed 
by separate provisions and separate timelines: the microgrid 
decisions runs on a two-month schedule combines them 
into a single ten-day filing obligation.  The Department 
has no authority to collapse two distinct processes into one 

deadline of its own creation.”
The letter goes on to dispute that Preservati established 

the 90-megawatt threshold of “critical IT load.” Chapman 
claimed that figures described in the May 18th meeting 
were “planned generation capacity of the power complex,” 
a category of different measure to what the letter identified 
and therefore no critical IT load was established at all by 
Preservati’s letter.  “The Department has therefore estab-
lished no qualifying element,” Chapman writes.

Chapman went on to question the motivations for the May 
18th meeting.  He claimed that the meeting was arranged by 
the West Virginia Office of Energy and Fundamental Data 
attended in good faith and was open and honest through-
out.  The company answered all questions with candor, he 
claimed.

“A company’s candor at a public forum the agency itself 
convened cannot be turned into a trigger for an enforcement 
action – all the more so where the rule ties the obligation to 
the entity’s own awareness that qualifies, not to the Depart-
ment’s characterizations of statements made at a meeting 
the Department arranged,” Chapman writes.  “This is not 
how we would expect the State to treat a company that has 
chosen to invest in West Virginia at no cost or risk to its 
residents.”

The letter concluded with a statement that Fundamental 
Data requests a finding in their favor in writing and that no 
deadline is currently running against the company.  It also 
reiterates the company’s intent to continue to work with the 
State in good faith.

“Fundamental Data has conducted itself in compliance 
with applicable West Virginia law throughout the develop-
ment of this project and intends to continue doing so, but, 
in the process, we will make our own decisions regarding 
any regulatory pathways that may be available to us at the 
appropriate time,” Chapman writes. 

mony. The Ceremony will begin with a welcome by Tucker 
County Commission President Mike Rosenau, followed 
by the posting of the Colors by the Parsons VA Associa-
tion.  The National Anthem will be sung by the Blackwater 

Chapter of the DAR. There will also be a presentation of the 
Declaration of Independence Scroll and a Dedication of the 
America250 Mural and a Time Capsule.

The Scroll and Time Capsule were sent by Governor 
Morissey’s Office.  Submissions for the Time Capsule are 
being accepted through June 30th.  Items can be dropped off 
at either the Mountain Top or Five Rivers Libraries during 
their normal business hours. 

At 9 a.m., Belva Dilly of the Historical Society will be 
hosting a Historical Walking Tour of Parsons. Those inter-
ested in attending should meet at the Historic Courthouse.

At 11 a.m., there will be a Parsons City Block Party, fea-
turing free hot dogs and family activities until 2 p.m.  The 
City of Parsons co-sponsored the Block Party.  The County 
are coordinating with Parsons City Manager Mike Sim-
mons and office staff Rachel Wilfong on the free hot dogs, 
popcorn, D.J., face painting and other children’s activities.

The Historic Tucker County Courthouse will also be 
open from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. for self guided tours.  Also at 
11 a.m., the Five Rivers Libraries will be handing out some 
July 4th treats and swag, while supplies last, until 3 p.m.  
The Library and Mountain Top Library gathered articles 
from the community for the event.

The day will end at 6 p.m. with a Historical Reenact-

ment.  The Parsons Depot will host an interview with Mar-
tha Washington and a visit from Revolutionary War Captain 
Salathiel Goff.

Don’t forget to pick up a passport at the event welcome 
table to be entered for a gift basket.

The event is sponsored in part a $5,000 grant from the 
Tucker County CVB as part of the America250 Mural Proj-
ect, in partnership with the National Endowment for the 
Arts to commission a hand-painted mural that honors the 
part patriots played in the founding of America.  The mural 
was completed by Tucker County High School Art Teacher 
Frank Puskas and his students and is being hand painted by 
Frank Puskas and Senior Alyssa Bolyard. 

Tucker County High School Shop Teacher Dave Nelson 
and his shop class sand blasted the old jail gates saved from 
the historic courthouse.

“Our amazing maintenance guys Joe Long and Bennie 
Kisamore put it all together for us,” Gothelf said.

An additional $1,000 grant was awarded by the Tucker 
County CVB towards promoting and landscape.  Other 
Sponsors for the event include The City of Parsons and 
Blackwater Falls State Park.  

The America’s 250 Main Street Celebration will be held 
Thursday, July 2nd at the corner of Walnut and 2nd. 

America is turning 250 and Tucker County is throwing 
a bash in her honor.   America’s 250th Main Street Cel-
ebration will be held at Walnut and 2nd Street in Par-
sons on Thursday July 2nd.

built eight or ten years ago.
The goal for his office, Morris said, was discerning 

responsible projects.  The office is currently working on a 
process for approving projects that the State can be proud 
of, he said.

Next to give opening statements was Amy Margolies.  
She said as a group, Tucker United didn’t ask to be in the 
position they are.  They are thinking through what they 
want the future to be.  She asserted that more understand-
ing is needed to weigh the costs and benefits.  Margolies 
said that 70% of Americans said they do not want to live 
near a data center.

Delegate JD Akers was next to give his opening state-
ments.  Akers expressed his gratitude for face to face 
meetings such as the one at the Davis Fire Hall.   He said 
that on social media people rarely get along on contro-
versial issues and it affords little opportunity to construc-
tively talk out issues.

Akers said West Virginia keeps losing its most impor-
tant commodity, “its people.”  He said his focus is on try-
ing to keep the State’s young people at home.  There are 
7% fewer young people living in the State, according to 
Akers.

As far as the Ridgeline Project and Fundamental Data, 
Akers said he was “Agnostic” on the matter.  He said that 
each project needed to be examined to see if it was a fit 
for the community.

“Have you know if it is the right project for the right 
community,” Akers said.

Lastly, Delegate Evan Hansen gave his opening 
remarks.  He said that his focus was on HB 2014 and in 
what he saw as flaws in the data center law such as pro-
tecting water resources and the tax base.

The first question, directed at Morris, revealed that 
two projects had been approved.  However, neither was 
in Tucker County and no applications had been filed for 
Tucker County with his office.

Morris said there are Counties across the State that 
want Data Centers to come to them.  His office is working 
on comprising a list of these communities so that he can 
submit them to companies wanting to build data centers 
in order to ease the process.

“People want to go where they are desired,” Morris 
said.  “They don’t want to go where they aren’t.”

Margolies responded that she found Morris’ ideas 
promising, but what was needed was legally binding 
promises.  She brought up the 1,600 comments to the Air 
Quality Board on the Ridgeline Permit, a number she said 
the DEP was a record number and how the community 
felt after they were disregarded by the entity.

“We don’t want a participation trophy,” Margolies said.
On the subject of redactions, Hansen said that he felt 

companies had an obligation to disclose as much as possi-

ble to the public.  Akers questioned the number of redac-
tions on the permit, but said there was nothing unique 
about the application process.

Akers said that HB 2014 was established to established 
ruled and guardrails because there were already a handful 
of smaller data centers in West Virginia already.   He said 
the main issue is power generation. There is going to be 
a need to more power generation to avoid a drain on the 
existing grid.  He even went so far as to say that a data 
center could still be built without HB 2014 even apply-
ing, if it were small enough and State and Federal regula-
tions would still apply to the project.

Hansen said that he had introduced an amendment to 
HB 2014 over local control, but it was party-line issue.  
Margolies said that the issue was unique to West Vir-
ginia and is not a partisan question, “in any way, shape or 
form.”  She said that the State government advertises this 
part of HB 2014 on its website as a selling point.

Akers also addressed the issue of revenue split in HB 
2014.  He said that revenue split could be a good thing if 
done right.  He said that while 70% of tax revenue would 
go to the State, money would trickle back into the County 
through various programs and funds regulated by the 
State, much like the Coal Severance Program.  

Morris was asked about possibility in the near future 
of data centers in space, as well as clean up issues after 
a center is abandoned.  He said that data centers cluster 
and he felt that the idea of space based data centers were 
impractical.  As far as abandoned data centers, Morris 
said that he has never heard of a data center being decom-
missioned.

“We are using these things all day every day.  They 
aren’t going away,” Morris said.  “I haven’t heard of any 
that have been decommissioned.”

Akers said he did not want any County to become Lou-

doun County, however he did not want sensitive informa-
tion held overseas.  He also said he wants to see them 
responsibly built and to have some measure of control.

“We do want to have some measure of control over 
these,” Akers said.

Morris said that he and Margolies agreed on a lot of 
issues.  Morris’ office is assembling an Advisory Coun-
cil that will report directly back to the Governor.  Within 
the next 30 to 60 days, Morris anticipates to begin seek-
ing prospective members from across the State from all 
walks of life and areas of expertise.

“Power generating projects are already regulated,” 
Morris said.  “You don’t want that stuff right next to a 
school.  So I agree with that.  You deserve to ask these 
questions and you deserve to have those answers.”

Dan Parks of Country Roads News acts as moderator 
for the panel June 15th in Davis..  The panel consisted 
of, from left: Director of West Virginia Data Economy 
Office Chris Morris, Executive Director of Tucker United 
Amy Margolies,  West Virginia Delegate JD Akers and  
West Virginia Delegate Evan Hansen.

Tyler Dedrick of Mountain State Spotlight gives the 
opening remarks at the Data Center Panel June 15th 
in Davis.
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Highlands Bankshares, Inc. Announces First Quarter 2026 Results  
Highlands Bankshares, Inc. (OTC: HBSI) announces results of operations for the first 

quarter of 2026
Highlands Bankshares, Inc., the parent company of The 

Grant County Bank and Capon Valley Bank,  posted first 
quarter 2026 earnings of $1,775,000 or $1.35 per share of 
common stock outstanding (EPS),  compared to $1,384,000 
or $1.04 EPS for the same period of 2025.  

On April 14, 2026, the Board of Directors declared a quar-
terly dividend to shareholders of $0.47 per  share. The divi-
dend was payable to all shareholders of record as of April 24, 
2026, and was paid on or  about May 1, 2026. Based upon the 
current market price and annualizing the dividends paid to  

shareholders this quarter, Highlands’ current dividend yield 
is 4.22%  

Return on average assets (ROAA) increased in 2026 to 
1.12%, compared to 0.94% in the same period of  2025. The 
return on average equity (ROAE) increased to 10.34% at 
March 31, 2026, as compared to  8.82% at March 31, 2025.  

Total assets, as of March 31, 2026, increased $2,914,000 
to $634,710,000 compared to December 31,  2025. Total 
liabilities increased $1,916,000 as of March 31, 2026, to 
$566,070,000 compared to  December 31, 2025, as a result 
of an increase in deposits.  

Shareholders’ Equity at March 31, 2026, was $68,640,000 
or $52.03 per outstanding share, compared to  December 31, 
2025, of $67,642,000 or $51.27 per outstanding share.  

Jack H. Walters, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
of the holding company, stated, “We are  extremely pleased 
with results through the first quarter of 2026. Our teams are 
executing at a high level  and we continue to seek and find 
relationships with customers that fit our community minded 
and  relationship-based banking model. We continue to ben-
efit from stabilized deposit costs, which combined  with 
increasing loan balances has led to higher levels of net inter-
est income.”  

Highlands Bankshares, Inc. is listed on the OTC market 
under the symbol HBSI  (http://www.otcmarkets.com) and 
is the holding company for The Grant County Bank and 
Capon Valley  Bank. Highland’s subsidiary banks operate 
twelve banking locations in West Virginia and Virginia and  
offer credit insurance through its wholly owned subsidiary, 
HBI Life Insurance Company. Capon Valley  Bank will be 
opening their new Winchester North branch, located in Win-
chester, Virginia in first half of  2026. The Grant County 
Bank also plans to start construction of a new branch located 
in Falling Waters,  WV in 2026.  

Certain statements in this press release may constitute “for-
ward-looking statements” within the meaning of the  Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking 
statements are statements that include  projections, predic-
tions, expectations or beliefs about future events or results 
or otherwise are not statements of  historical fact. Such state-
ments are often characterized by the use of qualified words 
(and their derivatives) such 

as “expect”, “believe”, “estimate”, “plan”, “project”, 

“anticipate” or other similar words. Although the company  
believes that its expectations with respect to certain forward-
looking statements are based upon reasonable  assumptions 
within the bounds of its existing knowledge of its business 
and operations, there can be no  assurance that actual results, 
performance or achievements of the company will not differ 
materially from any  future results, performance or achieve-
ments expressed or implied by such forward-looking state-
ments. Actual  future results and trends may differ materially 
from historical results or those anticipated depending on a 
variety  of factors, including, but not limited to, the effects 
of and changes in: general economic conditions, the interest  
rate environment, legislative and regulatory requirements, 
competitive pressures, new products and delivery  systems, 
inflation, changes in the stock and bond markets, technology, 
downturns in the trucking, mining, and  timber industries, 
downturns in the housing market affecting manufacturers 
of household cabinetry and thus,  employment, effects of 
mergers and/or downsizing in the poultry industry in Hardy 
County, continued challenges  in the current economic envi-
ronment affecting our financial condition and results of oper-
ations, continued  deterioration in the financial condition of 
the U.S. banking system impacting the valuations of invest-
ments the  company has made in the securities of other finan-
cial institutions, and consumer spending and savings habits,  
particularly in the current economic environment. Addition-
ally, actual future results and trends may differ from  his-
torical or anticipated results to the extent: (1) any significant 
downturn in certain industries, particularly the  trucking and 
timber industries are experienced; (2) loan demand decreases 
from prior periods; (3) the company  may make additional 
loan loss provisions due to negative credit quality trends in 
the future that may lead to a  deterioration of asset quality; 
(4) the company may not experience significant recoveries 
of previously charged off loans or loans resulting in foreclo-
sure; (5) the company is unable to control costs and expenses 
as  anticipated, (6) legislative and regulatory changes could 
increase expenses (including changes as a result of rules  
and regulations adopted under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act); and (7) any  addi-
tional assessments imposed by the FDIC. The company does 
not update any forward-looking statements that  may be made 
from time to time by or on behalf of the company. 

Mid-Atlantic Fire Compact trains at GC
Seven-state organization provides fire-suppression training

McHenry, MD – More than 300 peo-
ple took part in last week’s annual Mid-
Atlantic Wildfire Training Academy at 
Garrett College.

The academy is sponsored by the Mid-
dle-Atlantic Interstate Forest Fire Protec-
tion Compact. The compact comprises 
seven states – Maryland, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Delaware, Ohio, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania – as well as the U.S. 
Forest Service, National Park Service, 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Chip Broadwater, a Garrett County 
native who recently moved from instruc-
tor to academy coordinator, said academy 
students receive training that’s hard to 
replicate at the statewide level.

“The biggest value is we bring instruc-
tors from other states with specialized 
knowledge needed for more advanced 
classes,” said Broadwater. “It’s hard for 
some of the smaller states to get that level 
of training on their own. The instructors 
we bring here really deliver high-quality 
instruction.”

Garrett College has hosted the acad-
emy eight of the last nine years, with the 
exception being when it was canceled due 
to COVID in 2020.

“They love coming here and they’re 
a great group to work with,” said Julie 

Yoder, Garrett College’s dean of continu-
ing education and workforce develop-
ment. “Hosting a weeklong event of this 
size is a lot of work, but it also allows 
us to showcase the College’s assets and 
resources.  Everyone enjoys having this 
group on campus.”

Broadwater said one of the main rea-
sons the academy returns to GC every 
year is “the college staff itself.”

“They’re friendly and they really want 
us here,” said Broadwater. “Julie and her 
staff, and everyone else on staff from 
security to facilities to custodians, are so 
helpful. It’s nice to be appreciated.”

The academy consisted of 231 reg-
istered students, and approximately 60 
academy instructors and staff. The acad-
emy staff was supported by the College’s 
CEWD staff as well as security, informa-
tion technology, facilities, residence life, 
and food services staff.

 In addition to onsite courses at the Col-
lege, there were two aviation courses that 
took place – one online and one at Coyle 
Airfield in New Jersey.

Notes: The compact’s primary goals 
are assisting in fire suppression between 
the states, working together in developing 
fire prevention programs, and combining 
resources to promote quality fire-suppres-

sion training.
The weeklong academy also included 

the annual silent and live auctions, with 
proceeds going to the Wildland Fire-

fighter Foundation. Over $11,000 was 
raised this year for the foundation, which 
supports injured firefighters and the fami-
lies of deceased fire fighters.
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Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

The annual Mid-Atlantic Wildfire Training Academy took place last week at Garrett 
College. Pictured, left to right, are Jamie Johnson, Instructor Jim Boling, and David 
McGill during the Wilderness First Aid course. Photo by John Rudd.

WVFF Issues Request for 
Applications for $9.87 Million 
Community Catalyst Grant (CCG)

 The West Virginia First Foundation 
(WVFF) has announced the release of a 
Request for Applications (RFA) for its 
Community Catalyst Grant (CCG), a $9.87 
million, three-year investment designed to 
reduce substance use, strengthen public 
safety responses, and improve rehabilita-
tion and prevention systems across the 

state. 
In recognition of National Prevention 

Week, WVFF is launching the RFA this 
week, with applications opening at mid-
night on June 1, 2026, and closing at 12:00 
p.m. (noon) ET on June 30, 2026.

Additional details are at wvfirst.org/
CCG.


