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—— Corridor H Opens to Parsons —

Federal, State and Local Officials assembled in Kerens June 22nd for the opening of a new 11 mile section of Corridor H that leads to the interchange between Parsons

and St. George.

By: Lydia Crawley

The Parsons Advocate

Kerens — Decades of delay came to an
end Monday, June 22nd as Governor Mor-
risey along with other State and local offi-
cials cut the ribbon and officially opened
the new 11 mile section of Corridor H from
Kerens to the interchange between Parsons
and St. George. Now drivers from Elkins
headed to Parsons on U.S. Route 48 can do
more than look down a desolate four lane
pristine road and wish, they can experi-
ence 112 miles of Corridor H from Weston
to Parsons, leaving only 19.6 miles, with 8
to 9 miles in Tucker County, of the contro-
versial infrastructure project remaining to
be finished to the Virginia State line.

Plenty of Tucker County officials and
community members joined the over 100 in
attendance for the event with such familiar
faces as Davis Mayor Al Tomson; Tucker
County Commissioners Mike Rosenau,
Tim Knotts and Fred Davis and former
Parsons Mayor Bruce Kolsun among the
crowd. Other notable faces included mem-
bers of the Go North movement who were
on hand to protest for an alternative route
for the remaining 8 to 9 miles of Corridor
H to be constructed through upper Tucker
County.

Opening remarks were given by West
Virginia Transportation Secretary Todd
Rumbaugh. Rumbaugh said that travel-
ing between Kerens and Parson for years
meant traversing narrow, winding two-
lane roads, but the opening of the new
section of Corridor H would deliver “safe,
modern, four-lane highway through some
of the most rugged, geo-technically chal-
lenging terrain in the entire Appalacian
highlands.”

While Rumbaugh said the new road
would shorten response times for emer-
gency crews, it was a sentiment echoed
by Tucker County Director of Emergency
Management Kevin White, who said that
prior to the opening, the only time he had
been on the new road, was in an emer-
gency capacity. The new road, accord-
ing to the WVDOH is expected to shorten
travel time between Kerens and Parsons
15 to 20 minutes.

U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito,
R-W.Va. was also on hand to give remarks
during the presentation. Capito said in her
remarks that she had worked tirelessly to
secure funding to complete the project as
Chair of the Senate Environment and Pub-
lic Works (EPW) Committee. Capito said
whenever she would bring up the “tough

questions” to Federal Highway Admin-
istration (FHWA) Administrator Sean
McMaster, Corridor H was always first.

Capito told an anecdote that her son
decided to take Corridor H back to Wash-
ington D.C. with his daughters a while
back. They had to stop in Parsons when
the youngest said, “Get me off the swervy
road of death.”

“When [ hear the description of the
curvy roads and the mountains you have
to go from Kerens to Parsons, I think Rose
had a pretty accurate description of the
swervy road of death,” Capito said.

Governor Morrisey in his remarks,
thanked federal and state level government
for the coordinated effort the project has

See CORRIDOR H page 2

Blackwater PSD Receives $1.5
Million From Congressman Moore
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By: Lydia Crawley

The Parsons Advocate

The Blackwater Public Service Dis-
trict received $1.5 million in Community
Project Funding from Congressman Riley
M. Moore on June 23rd at Thomas Town
Hall towards the PSD’s wastewater treat-
ment plant project. The funding was
secured through the Moore’s work on the
House Appropriations Committee.  On
hand from Tucker County to accept the
check were Tucker County Commissioners
Mike Rosenau, Tim Knotts and Fred Davis
along with Blackwater PSD Member Davis
Mayor Al Tomson and Thomas Mayor Jody
Flanagan.

The Blackwater PSD’s wastewater treat-
ment plant project is designed to address
existing capacity and regulatory challenges,
as well as improve environmental compli-
ance and provide the infrastructure needed
to accommodate future residential, com-
mercial and industrial growth in the Moun-
tain Top region of Tucker County.

Both the Towns of Davis and Thomas
have struggled with regulatory compliance
issues with the WVDEP in recent years with
their aging treatment plants. The proposed
Blackwater PSD facility will incorporate
both towns and other surrounding areas into
one system for more effective treatment and
disposal.

The following statement was released by
the Congressman’s office:

“I am proud to secure $1.5 million for
the Blackwater Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Project. Reliable infrastructure is the
foundation for economic growth and pros-
perity. This investment will not only mod-
ernize aging wastewater systems in Davis
and Thomas, but it will also create new
opportunities for housing, business devel-
opment, tourism, and job creation through-
out Tucker County. I will keep working to
secure critical infrastructure investments
to ensure this region will continue grow-
ing and thriving for generations to come,”
Congressman Riley M. Moore said.
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The 4th Annual Fishing With Dad at
Pulp Mill Pond in Parsons was a rousing
success with this year’s event drawing
135 kids and 188 adults from across the
arca. Families from across the area spent
the day together in the sun and shade reel-
ing in the big fish and enjoying hot dogs

4th Annual Fishing With Dad

cooked up by the Lions Club of Parsons.
First Place went to: Brantley Rosier; Sec-
ond Place to: Darrius Williams and Third
Place to Avery Lycliter and Bradin Wil-
liams. Photos courtesy the Tucker County
Family Support Center.

See FISHING page 12 for more photos

DiBartolomeo, McCauley,
Hensley Sentenced in Parsons
Burglary, Strangulation Case

Dibartolomeo, Trenton Ray

Hensley, Crystal Kay,

McCauley, Levi Garrett

The final three co-defendants were sentenced in the Parsons Burglary and Stran-
gulation Case June 18th by Judge Steven Shaffer in Tucker County Circuit Court.

By: Lydia Crawley

The Parsons Advocate

Trenton DiBartolomeo, appeared before
Judge Steven Shaffer in the Tucker County
22nd Circuit Court June 18th to be sen-
tenced on five counts from a May 4th plea
agreement. He was accompanied by his
attorney Jeremy Cooper. Tucker County
Prosecuting Attorney Savannah Hull
Wilkins represented the prosecution.

Under the plea agreement, DiBartolo-
meo plead guilty to one count of DUI in

court. The other counts were to be under
a suspended sentencing agreement. The
DUI charge was given a 6 month sentence
in jail with a $500 fine.

DiBartolomeo saw his remaining counts
suspended under seven years probation
with GPS monitored home confinement.
The felony burglary charge was given 1-15
years, the two counts of felony strangula-
tion were given 1-5 years consecutive and
the felony conspiracy was given 1-5 years

See CASE page 9
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The following property transfers have been

recorded in the Tucker County Clerk’s office:

e Linda L. Kidd/FKA/Linda L. Brunsell,
Black Fork District, Transfer on Death Deed:
81.71 acres +/- (minerals only) to Billy E.C.
Kidd, Jr., Michael E. Kidd and Richard
Ephraim Kidd.

e Stephanie Loughrie, Clover District, .29

CORRIDOR H

News of Record

acres and .75 acres to Lindsay Weaver,
$195,000.

* Inka Properties LLC, Davis Corporation,
Lot 347 to R. Gregory Bair, $40,000.

e Stephanie Baxter, Dry Fork District, 8.5
acres, Lot 21 Flat Ridge Farm to Patricia A.
Wood, Trustee; Patricia A. Wood Revocable
Trust, $575,000.

* Roderick Tayloir, Dry Fork District, Unit
C-304, Herzwood Condominiums to Slope-
side Rentals LLC, $300,000.

*  The Quintessential Family LL.C, Dry Fork
District, Deed of Gift: Unit H-4 Northwoods
Condo to Peter R. Holden, Trustee, Mary
Gayle Holden, Trustee; The Holden Family
Trust.

Cont. From Front Page 1

Governor Patrick Morrisey delivers his speech at the opening of the new 11 mile
stretch of Corridor H June 22nd in Kerens.

taken to accomplish. In recent memory, he said, every
Governor of the State has made it his top priority to see
that Corridor H is completed. The Governor warned,
however, that while the opening may seem like a victory,
the job is still not done.

Senator Robbie Morris, Chair of the Corridor H
Authority, stated that the opening of the 11 mile stretch
of Corridor H was another promise fulfilled for the peo-
ple of the State. Morris thanked those who rarely are
thanked by officials, the property owners and families
whose lands were impacted by the construction of the
project.

“Projects of this magnitude inevitably require sacri-
fice,” Morris said. “And many individuals and families
gave up property that had been in their family for genera-
tions. These were not merely parcels of land on a map,
they were homes, farms, memories and pieces of family
history. Those property owners, I want to say thank you
for the sacrifices you made so that future generations of
West Virginians can benefit from this project.”

Congressman Riley Moore, R-W.Va. was also in
attendance. He quipped that the Corridor H project
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Tucker County Commission President Mike Rosenau cuts sections of the ribbon for

souvenirs following the Grand Opening of the new section of Corridor H June 22nd.

had been in construction longer than he had been alive.
While speaking on the importance of bringing dreams
to life and how the opening of the 11 miles was the cul-
mination of generations of dreams of federal and state
officials and workers, he said it was his dream to never
drive through Maryland again on his way to Charleston.

“This is going to connect a lot of the communities in
West Virginia, but as you heard a lot of the other speak-
ers say, its really going to open up West Virginia, the
interior of West Virginia,” Moore said. “And I think we
are one of the best kept secrets in America as it relates
to outdoor tourism and recreation in the entire country.
Indeed it is true we have the best people in the country.”

Last to speak was Federal Highway Administration
Administrator Sean McMaster said that while statis-
tics are easy to look at and “get lost in,” those numbers
“represent real asphalt, real bridges and real jobs right
here in West Virginia.” He said that his department was
working at the “Speed of Trump” to bring projects like
Corridor H to fruition.

Senator Jim Justice did not attend in person, but sent a
statement that was read by Rumbaugh. In the statement,

Justice recalled his work on Corridor H during his time
as Governor of West Virginia.

“I made Corridor H a priority because I knew what it
meant to this region and what it could for the future of
our state,” Rumbaugh read.

Following the ribbon cutting, Governor Morrisey and
other officials were the first allowed to drive on the new

Harrisonburg Rock Band Spilling Dew to
perform at The Purple Fiddle for July 4th

THOMAS, WV — Harrisonburg, Virginia rock band
Spilling Dew will play The Purple Fiddle in Thomas
on Friday, July 4th — their first-ever appearance at the
beloved Tucker County venue.

The show comes on the heels of the band's recent release
of The Best Mess Ever, an album recorded in the late 90's
and shelved for nearly three decades before finally seeing
the light of day in 2026. The record's unlikely resurrec-
tion — and the story behind it — has drawn attention well
beyond the Shenandoah Valley.

Spilling Dew plays high-energy rock and alternative
with plenty of groove, the kind of band built for a summer
holiday crowd. Expect a full evening of original material
alongside the energy that comes with a band that's been
making music together, on and off, since the mid-90s.

The Purple Fiddle is located at 96 East Ave in Thomas,
WV. Spilling Dew will play two sets starting at 8:30pm
and another right after the fireworks. FREE SHOW! For
more information, visit https:/purplefiddle.com/ and
https://spillingdew.com/.

road before it was opened to the general public.
The
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FROM THE MOUNTAINS
TO THE VALLEYS
YOUR HOMETOWN
OR YOUR SECOND HOME

We bring you news from
Tucker County every week.

Monongahela National Forest Announces
Acquisition of Cunningham Knob Addition

ELKINS, W.Va. —The Monongahela National For-
est announced the purchase of the Cunningham Knob
Addition, a 427-acre tract in Randolph County, from The
Nature Conservancy. The addition expands public owner-
ship near Cunningham Knob and the Laurel Fork area and
supports long-term stewardship of this working landscape.
The newly acquired land will be managed under existing
Forest Plan direction and applicable laws and regulations.

The Forest Service will continue coordinating with neigh-
boring landowners, permittees, and partners as steward-
ship of the area moves forward.

“Through the generosity of The Nature Conservancy,
Monongahela National Forest recently acquired a 427-
acre parcel of land connecting the Laurel Fork Wilderness
to the Cunningham Knob Range Allotment. This is a key
landscape on the Greenbrier Ranger District increasing
public access, protecting trout streams, improving high-
elevation spruce ecosystem connectivity, protecting cul-
tural resources and sustaining heritage grazing activities
in this unique landscape near the famed Sinks of Gandy.”
— Shane Jones, Greenbrier District Ranger.

Todd Miller of The Nature Conservancy West Vir-
ginia said, “The Nature Conservancy works with public
and private landowners to protect and restore our most
resilient landscapes to support nature and people. The
Cunningham Knob area is one of those landscapes. Its
limestone geology has created rich pastures along with
cold, spring-fed streams and unique wetland habitats,

See CUNNINGHAM KNOB page 8
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PARSONS ADVOCATE LETTERS TO EDITOR POLICY

The Parsons Advocate encourages letters
to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O.
Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes
must show a return address), faxed to 304-
478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsadvo-
cate.com or dropped off at our office at 219

Submissions must include a daytime tele-
phone number, name and address. This is

Letters can be submitted only once each
30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it
will be published. All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate. The Parsons
Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or
reject letters. Personal attacks, lies, and etc.
will not be published.

The views expressed in letters are not
necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-
cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not
considered as letters to the editor. When
submitting letters do not use all caps, italics
or bold. Use punctuation, upper and lower
case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us
at 304-478-3533.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM
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Garrett Eye

By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker County 9-10-year-old All-Star base-
ball team's season came to an end last Friday with
a tough loss to the hometown Summersville squad down on an exciting summer of baseball. Although

Harlin Hebb

during the regional tournament.
The young All-Stars battled hard but ultimately
came up short, falling 11-0 and bringing the curtain

Branson Moore

ahead.

the season ends here, this Tucker County team leaves
the field with valuable experience and lasting mem-
ories that will help fuel its growth in the seasons

Tucker 3rd & 4th Grade Basketball Represents on the Blggest Stage

L-R: Coach Devin Smith, Zayden Williams, Landon Smith, Kye Shillingburg, Ashton Roberts, Ty Bonner, Nevin Luzier, Beau Barb, Jake Herron, and Coach Dustin Luzier.

By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker County 3rd & 4th grade
travel basketball team recently embarked
on an exciting journey to Gatlinburg,
Tennessee, to compete at Rocky Top
Sports World in the Bracket Sports
National Championship. The tourna-
ment featured teams from three different
states, giving the young Mt. Lions an
opportunity to compete against some of
the region's top talent.

In their opening game on Saturday,
Tucker County faced nationally ranked
Patterson Elite. The Mt. Lions came out
strong, controlling the first eight minutes
of the game. Patterson Elite, however,

found its rhythm and pulled away in the
second half to earn a 36-13 victory.

The boys quickly regrouped for their
second game, battling Mountain State
Select in a hard-fought contest. The
game remained close from start to finish,
but Tucker County came up just short,
falling 32-26.

On Sunday, Tucker County wrapped
up tournament play against Phantom
Elite. Once again, the Mt. Lions com-
peted until the final buzzer in another
closely contested matchup. Despite a
determined effort, they were unable to
overcome Phantom Elite, dropping the
game 33-26.

HANK YOU FOR READIN

“ Your community.

While the results didn't fall in their
favor, the young men of Tucker County
represented their community with out-
standing attitude, effort, and coachability

throughout the weekend. Their resilience
and ambition suggest that they have
a bright future ahead, one that all Mt.
Lions fans should be excited for.

Tucker County Boys Basketball
Extends Summer League Dominance

By: Adam Freeman

The Tucker County boys basketball
team continued its impressive run in
summer league play with two command-
ing victories.

The Mountain Lions opened with a
64-50 win over Fort Hill (Md.), using
a balanced offensive attack and solid
defensive effort to keep Fort Hill from
mounting a late comeback.

In their second matchup, Tucker
County overwhelmed East Hardy, cruis-
ing to a 69-35 victory. Their high-energy

offense and relentless defense proved to
be the difference for the Mt. Lions as
Tucker controlled the tempo from start
to finish.

Tucker County's trio of guards, Cayden
Arnold, Ethan Cummings, and Braylon
Ward continue to be too much for their
opponents on both ends of the gym.

The back-to-back wins highlight
Tucker County's depth and preparation,
positioning the Mountain Lions as a for-
midable contender as summer league
play continues.

Your healthcare.

‘. Good, Luck!

Tucker County High Mt. Lions
Tucker Valley Wildcats
Davis Thomas Bears

~\

St. George

MEDICAL CLINIC, INC.

stgeorgeclinic.org
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following merchants
urge you to attend your
chosen house of worship
this sahbath.

Parsons Advocate
Parsons, WV « 304-478-3533

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.
Parsons, WV « 304-478-2991

Mountain Valley Bank, NA
Parsons, WV ¢ 304-478-2461
www.mountainvalleybank.com

Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods
Parsons, Wv 304-478-3248

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”
Parsons, WV ¢ 304-478-2400

Breakdowns happen.
We'll take it from there.

¥ cinch

HOME SERVICES

Let Cinch Home Services help you save on costly repair bills.

With nearly 50 years of experience, we are passionate about protecting our
customers and their homes from the expensive costs that come with a home
appliance or system breakdown. In fact, we've handled TMILLION+ service jobs
inthe last 3 years.
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Our home warranty covers:

Furnace/Heating Systerns
Air Conditioning Systems
Electrical System
Plumbing System and Stoppages
Tailets
Refrigerators
Water Heaters
Interior Gas Lines
Ceiling Fans
Garbage Disposals

—
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‘And Much More!

Get 30% off your home warranty plan
H H
H

Don't wait! Call now for our best offer.

(855) 968-0741 |

*Discount opplies fo the first year of @ new Repair Only Plan, Repair + Replace Plan or Repair + Replaca Pramier Plan. Excludes optional coverage
and add-ons, Cannot be ¢ d with any other offer. Not availc -

Notary Services
Available

@ 2-Year TV Price Guarantee

Q

Free Premium Movie
Channels for 3 Months
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CALL US

NoOWw!

300

= 1-855-736-4350

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only.
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OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. -4:30 p.m
Monday thru Friday

Free Professional
Installation - $199 Value

EASY FINANCING
OPTIONS AVAILABLE!
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Classi

DEADLINE 3PM FRIDAY

ALL STATE PAVING Drive- Join us for the J. A. Carr
ways, parking |0tS, basket- descendants REUNION on

ball courts, resurfacing old ~ Sunday, July 5 at Hendricks
asphalt, patchwork, seal Park. Festivities start off at
Coating - Machine |a|d and 1130 a.m. Let'S Celebrate
rolled — All Work guaranteed ~ family, fun and together-
— Over 45 years experience — nesss. See you there!

Licensed and insured- Com-
petitive prices and discounts
- Free Estimates — 304-472-

8097. WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. Adkins
Home Center. 304-478-2488.
CONTINUOUS  GUTTER
NOW IN STOCK ON A
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins Home
Center, Parsons. 304-478-
2488.

HEkie

Goodbye Clogged Guttets
Upgrade your gutters this summer! \_/

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

d:ish

Authorized Retailer

PROTECTION

‘ Leaf@Filter

LIMITED TIV OFFER
Receiveuptoa

$300 Gift Gard! + Free gutter inspection, quote

Save up-to*
good for1year  Promocode: 285

35% o Call 1-844-295-2840

*Promotional offer includes 26% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with
other offers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920926, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC
4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC11225, HIC164488, MI 262300331,
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810624, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PAT79643, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5601, VA 2705169445,
VT 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 637-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

GLASSHEDS FORASLITLER

il

GALL 304-416-3033

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM
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West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details!

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258
INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or

MISCELLANEOUS health questions. Cash to help pay fu-

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT,
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’'ll
guide you on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED

neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations,
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Community Cookout

Join us for Fellowship and St. Paul's
UMC FREE Community Cookout,
Wednesday July 1 6:00 pm.

Charleston WV — The
following events happened
on these dates in West Vir-
ginia history. To read more,
go to e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia  Encyclopedia  at
www.wvencyclopedia.org.

July 1, 1861: Francis
Pierpont, governor of the
pro-Union  Reorganized
Government of Virginia,
called the legislature
into session. The general
assembly  re-established
governmental  functions,
provided for the raising of
military units and elected
new U.S. senators and rep-
resentatives.

July 1, 1937: Watoga
State Park was opened to
the public. The Pocahontas
County park is the larg-
est of the state parks and
among the oldest.

July 1, 1971: Southern
West Virginia Community
College was formed by
joining the Marshall Uni-
versity branch campuses
at Logan and Williamson.
In 1995, the name changed
to Southern West Virginia
Community and Technical
College.

July 1, 1980: Congress-
man Riley Moore was
born in Morgantown. He
is the grandson of former
Governor Arch Moore and
nephew of U.S. Senator
Shelley Moore Capito.

July 2, 1934: Wood-
chopper Arden Cogar Sr.
was born in Desert Fork,
Webster County. He won
nine national champi-
onships, set numerous
records and exhibited his
skills at the 1965 New York
World’s Fair.

July 3, 1863: At Get-
tysburg, Union troops in
the 1st West Virginia Cav-
alry took part in a fruitless
charge against Confeder-
ate infantrymen during the
waning moments of that
historic battle.

July 4, 1882: The steam-
boats Scioto and John
Lomas collided on the
Ohio River as they were
returning from holiday
excursions. The Scioto

County since 1896
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Parson Rail Road Depot

Join PRO members for a “historic” in-
terview with Martha Washington, wife of
George Washington and Revolutionary
War Captain Salathiel Goff. Captain Goff
was from St. George! This program will
have a special start at 6 pm Thursday
July 2nd. Please plan to join us!

WYV

The

West Virgi 1
Encyclopedia

iNnia
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Father’s Day has come and gone
again and the best father I ever had
was my mother. I cannot remember a
time when dad played ball with us or
just about anything else. We played
with the neighbors or made our own
fun, but just about every weekend in
the summer Mom had us out doing
something.

The first day of Summer has passed
and now the days begin to get shorter.
Momma Said, “Time marches on
and that is one thing we cannot do
anything about, as far as us mere
mortals know.” I am sure out there
somewhere there are beings that can
do just that, stop or reverse time. We
think we know so much but there are
vast universes out there where we are
probably considered as primates.

There is proof that there have been
visitors here from outer reaches but

Momma @ =&

Said | gﬁf‘/

This column is aboui tips, “1‘

heipful hinis, recipes and
words of wisdom.
1dedicate this column to ny
motker.

By Teri Cayton
The Parsons Advocate

we just don’t understand so much of
what they have to teach. There are
places on earth where rocks have been
surgically cut to fit together and other
phenomena that we cannot explain.
Those events happened a long time
ago and there is nobody left to explain.

Our 250th Birthday Celebration is
fast approaching and if you are travel-
ing, I hope you stay safe and enjoy all
the festivities. Momma Said, “Just be
careful with the fireworks and enjoy
the show.”

July 4, 1918: Poet Muriel Miller Dressler was born in
Kanawha County. Her poem “Appalachia,” published
in 1970, was her signature piece.

sank almost instantly, and
70 people drowned.

July 4, 1928: West Vir-
ginia dedicated its first
state park—Droop Moun-
tain Battlefield. Droop
Mountain was one of the
most important Civil War
battles fought on West Vir-
ginia soil.

July 4, 1938: Musician
Bill Withers Jr. was born
into a miner’s family of
13 children in Slab Fork,
Raleigh County. In 1971,
he released his first album,
Just As I Am, including
his first Grammy-winning
song, “Ain’t No Sunshine.”
In 2015 he was inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame.

July 4, 1944: Jazz drum-
mer Butch Miles was born
in Ohio. He grew up in
Hinton and Charleston and
eventually performed with
Mel Torme, Count Basie,
Frank Sinatra, Lena Horne,
Ella Fitzgerald, Benny
Goodman, Tony Bennett,
Itzak Pearlman, and many
others.

July 5, 1896: Cartoonist
Kendall Vintroux was born
at Fraziers Bottom. He
began his career with the
Charleston Gazette when
he submitted a cartoon
about the town of Poca’s
first paved road. Many of
his drawings are now in the
collection of the University
of Charleston.

July 5, 1923: Foot-
ball coach John McKay
was born in Everettville,
Monongalia County. He

became the winningest
coach at the University
of Southern California
(USC) and later the first
head coach of the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, of the
National Football League.

July 6, 1806: Statesman
Charles James Faulkner
was born in Martinsburg.
Faulkner served in the
West Virginia legislature,
U.S. Congress (1851-59,
1875-77), and as U.S. min-
ister to France.

July 6, 1848: Histo-
rian Virgil A. Lewis was
born in Mason County. In
1905, Governor Dawson
appointed Lewis as the first
director of the Bureau of
Archives and History.

July 6, 1883: Judge
“R. D.” Bailey was born
at Baileysville, Wyoming
County. Bailey came into
wide prominence as the

judge of the Matewan Mas-
sacre trial in 1921.
July 7, 1928: The

Madonna of the Trail
monument was dedicated
in Wheeling. It is one of
12 such statues erected
along the National Road to
honor America’s pioneer-
ing women.

e-WV: The West Virginia
Encyclopedia is a project of
the West Virginia Humani-
ties Council. ~ For more
information contact the
West Virginia Humanities
Council, 1310 Kanawha

Blvd. E., Charleston, WV
25301, (304) 346-8500; or
visit e-WV at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

THANK YOU FOR
READING

Weekly SUDOKU
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Crust

Filling

Cherry Delight

INGREDIENTS

e 1 stick unsalted butter, melted, 1/2 cup
e 2 Y% cups graham cracker crumbs

*  Vacup granulated sugar

e Can also use pre-made crust

e 16 oz. cream cheese, softened
e 1 cup powdered sugar
e 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract

* 1 Y% containers cool whip, 12 ounces

total

*  two 21 oz. cans cherry pie filling, use
1 & 1/2 cans

INSTRUCTIONS

¢ In a mixing bowl combine all the crust
ingredients — the melted butter, graham
cracker crumbs and granulated sugar.
Stir until thick.

* Using your fingers, firmly press the crust
into a 9x13 pan.
e In a separate mixing bowl, beat the
cream cheese with an electric mixer for
90 seconds, until fluffy.
* Beat in the powdered sugar and vanilla
extract. Add in 1 & 1/2 containers of
cool whip, mix. Spread this mixture
evenly over the crust.
* Add the cherry pie filling, carefully
spooning and spreading over the filling.
You don’t want the pie filling to mix into
the cream cheese layer. You canuse 1 &
% cans or full 2 cans.
* Refrigerate for at least 2 hours or over-
night. The more time this dessert spends
in the refrigerator, the more it will firm

up and improve in texture.
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Weather Totals
June 16 - June 23, 2026

Nursery Bottom
Parsons

Max 83°F Week 1.48”
Min 50° F June 3.03"
2026 25.69"
Snowfall
Winter Total 46.5"
U.S. Forest Service
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From Davis to The Farm: Tucker
County's Own Earns Stanford Degree

Local 2022 graduate caps a remarkable college career
with honors, leadership, and big plans ahead

The road out of Davis is a narrow one, winding through
the high country before it ever reaches the wider world.
Nevaeh Nichols followed it all the way to California and
this spring, she came out the other side with a Stanford
degree in hand.

A 2022 graduate of Tucker County High School, Nevach
has earned her Bachelor of Arts in International Relations
from Stanford University, graduating with distinction in the
top 10 percent of her class. A first-generation, low-income
student and the first in her family to attend college, she
arrived on "The Farm" - as Stanford is known carrying her
Appalachian roots clear across the country, and proceeded
to make the most of every opportunity within reach.

At Stanford, she built her studies around a primary
specialization in International Security and a secondary
one in Comparative International Governance, capping
the degree with a policy practicum under Professor Erica
Gould. Over a single quarter, she conducted a research
project for CARE International that went on to inform the
organization's advocacy around the International Labour
Organization's Convention 190-proof that even an under-
graduate's work can travel well beyond the classroom.

And travel it did. Nevaeh's college years were defined
less by lecture halls than by the places her curiosity took
her. As a Cardinal Quarter Fellow through Stanford's Haas
Center for Public Service, she completed four fellowships,
three of them spent close to home, working summers with
the Tucker Community Foundation in Parsons. She stud-
ied in Florence and she worked in Washington through
the Stanford in Washington program, serving in the office
of U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley. She also served as a Young
Diplomats Fellow in Brussels, getting a firsthand look at
international diplomacy, and during the school year she
interned with the Council on Foreign Relations on its Cor-
porate Affairs team.

Her credentials reached the highest levels of public ser-
vice. Nevaeh was selected for - and received Secret-level
security clearance for the U.S. State Department's For-
eign Service Internship Program, assigned to the Office
of Global Criminal Justice. The placement was ultimately
cancelled amid the 2025 federal hiring freeze, but the
selection alone marked her as one of the country's most
promising young people drawn to diplomacy. Back on
campus her senior year, she brought that same seriousness
to the everyday, advising fellow students on their finances
as a Member Advisor and Student Ambassador at the Stan-
ford Federal Credit Union.

If there's a thread running through all of it, it's lead-
ership. Nevaeh served as financial officer for Stanford
Planned Parenthood Generation Action and belonged to
both Stanford Women in Law and the Stanford Pre-Law
Society. She joined Kappa Alpha Theta her freshman year,

stepped up as Human Resources Director her sophomore
year, and sat on the DEI Committee, where she advocated
for first-generation and low-income students like herself.

Her largest role came as President of Stanford's Inter-
sorority Council, where she led every sorority on cam-
pus. Working directly with university administration, she
pushed to mend the long-strained relationship between
Greek life and the institution and championed more equi-
table housing - an effort that will see each sorority meeting
standards earn a house of its own. For that dedication to
service and to the broader Stanford community, she was
honored with the Stanford Alumni Association's Award of
Excellence.

What comes next keeps her pointed toward the public
good. This fall, Nevach heads to Los Angeles to join Edel-
son PC, a plaintiff-side firm, where she'll work as a mass
torts paralegal focused on wildfire litigation. The longer
plan is law school - a J.D., and a career in international
humanitarian or international criminal law, taking on mass
atrocities and the treaties meant to prevent them.

From a town of a few hundred in the West Virginia high-
lands, to the heart of Silicon Valley, to Europe, and now to
Los Angeles, Nevaeh Nichols has carried Tucker County
with her every step of the way. Her friends, family, and
neighbors couldn't be prouder - and they'll be watching,
eagerly, to see where the road leads next.

LEGAL

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of the
estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased Personal Representative(s)
Adam Cale Jacqueline G Cale
1st publication 06/24/2026 ~ 6498 Holly Meadow Road

2nd publication 06/01/2026  Parsons, WV 26287

Claims against any estate must be filed within sixty days of the date of
first publication. Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must
make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker County
Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person objecting to the
qualifications of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction
of the court must be filed with County Commission within sixty days
after the date of first publication or thirty days of service of the notice,
whichever is later.

ATTEST: Barbara Evans, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

Opinions

Dear Editor Crawley,

Thank you for asking the Fundamental Data representa-
tives, at the Davis Town Hall May 16th, if nuclear energy-
-that 20th century costly and deadly energy technology--
was a part of Fundamental Data's proposed development.
Your insightful question allowed all who listened that Fun-
damental Data's plans include three phases, and nuclear is
potentially a part of their "baseload solution."”

I am quoting above, and below, in this paragraph, a letter
written by Fundamental Data to several members of Con-
gress. Some of these members of Congress had expressed
concerns about Fundamental Data's plans for Tucker and
Grant County and had written to the company to express
those concerns.

In a March 27th letter, addressed to The Honorable
Sheldon Whitehouse, Casey L. Chapman of Fundamen-
tal Data responded to these Congress members' concerns.
Chapman wrote that "nuclear is a critical long-term asset
for this country, and it is a technology we are actively con-
sidering as part of this project's future development." The
letter goes on to state that "a close look at the current U.S.
development pipeline reveals that there is virtually no new
nuclear capacity capable of producing energy by 2030."

The reason that there is no "nuclear capacity" is because

of the 20th century reality: huge, costly nuclear develop-
ments with cost overruns; nuclear waste and the problem
of where to dispose of it; and accidents like Three Mile
Island. These realities made it all too clear that nuclear
energy was not the peacetime boon its promoters claimed
it would be, as they sought to take what had been devel-
oped as a weapon used by President Truman in WWII and
turn it into a domestic energy option. The improved capa-
bility of truly renewable energy sources (especially when
scaled small, and locally or regionally) and their decreas-
ing cost further made nuclear energy undesirable. Nuclear
has progressed since that time (for example, smaller reac-
tors), but despite these advances has never regained the
traction its promoters sought last century.

It seems Fundamental Data not only is NOT transparent
as to its overall plans, but also seeks, along with billion-
aire/millionaire investors now again promoting nuclear
energy in our current century, to foist onto the citizens of
Tucker and Grant county more possibilities of destruction
of our way of life. Diversification of our tourism econ-
omy is desperately needed, but not at the expense of our
peace of mind.

Deborah Stiles
Limestone Mountain Farm, St. George

Ridgeline Data Center Comments

Story of Origin:

My immigrant ancestors, Rhinehart Dumire (Tomire)
and his wife Louisa (?) immigrated to America in 1799
along with their young son John, whose line from
which I am descended. They settled in Funkstown,
MD for one year prior to moving to Tucker County in
1800 at the top of Location Road on Stemple Ridge
between St. George and Aurora. Rhinehart, who had
been a whaler from the Palatinate Region of Germany
became a farmer. Rhinehart and Louisa are buried in a
small cemetery right beside Location Road on the land
now owned by the Pifer family.

Rhinehart’s son Daniel J. continued to operate the
farm while his brother John started his own farm on
Minear’s Mill Run in St. George where his log home
still stands. It is the oldest standing house in Tucker
County. John’s son Daniel continued to farm on Mill
Run and was followed by his son, my grandfather Wil-
son, until he decided to give up farming and moved
to Thomas in the early 1930’s with his daughter Ethel
who taught at the former Central School across from
The Davis Coal & Coke Co. Administrative Office.

Wilson had my father, Paul Dyhre Dumire who
started working for Davis Coal & Coke out of the
Administrative Office as a civil engineer. He lived to
see the mergers and name changes of the company dur-
ing his time being: Western Maryland Railway Field
Office, then Chessie System, then CSX and finally
CSX Transportation. Father worked his way up in the
company and ended his career as the last Adminis-
trator of the Thomas railway office before it closed
in 1985. Mother worked in the audit department of
the central Buxton & Landstreet Co. Store until she
became pregnant with my older sister.

I graduated from Mountaineer High School in 1970
and then went on for a higher education at WVU. My
first job was at Canaan Valley State Part at the golf
course during the summer and as manager of the ski

shop during the winter. At this point I spent forty years
away having spent twenty years in commercial bank-
ing and twenty more in the housing industry. Upon
retirement I moved back to Thomas and purchased
a house down the street from where I grew up and
began spending my time volunteering for non-profit
organizations and working in the garden. I have also
successfully done the work of placing the Buxton &
Landstreet Co. Store, and the National Bank of Davis
on the National Register of Historic Places.

Oppose or Support the Ridgeline Project:

I adamantly oppose the Ridgeline Project. I reject
the cloud of secrecy that has surrounded the project
from the beginning. This causes fear of the true inten-
tions of the developers and the true impact on our
beautiful county. I reject the significant air pollution
Ridgeline will bring, the negative impact of Walmart
type lighting on our dark skies initiative, the noise
pollution created by the constant humming sound, the
massive water use when we don’t have the capacity to
locally provide that amount of water especially con-
sidering the drought of the past two years, the poten-
tial for leaking valves from the oil storage tanks, and
the size of the operation considering 10,000 acres
equals 15.625 square miles. Approximately 140-150
years later we are still paying for the damage caused
by coal mines which produced acid mine drainage,
and ground collapses due to failing mine voids. Let’s
not allow something similar to happen with Ridgeline.
Buyer beware.

Other Thoughts:

Having grown up in Thomas, I learned early on to
appreciate our crystal-clear trout streams, safe drink-
ing water, the beauty of our dense forests and abun-
dant wildlife, the comfort of our mountain climate, the
ability to hike in our beautiful forests, and the inti-
macy and caring of our small communities.

The State and Federal government are both doing a

Opinion
Go North Alliance: Corridor
H Opening Time to
Question Remaining Route

By: Barbara Weaner

The Go North Alliance

On June 22, the Governor joined federal, state, and local
officials, highway workers, contractors, consultants, and
citizens including a sign-carrying Go North delegation, to
open a section of Corridor H between Kerens in Randolph
County and Rt. 72 north of Parsons in Tucker County.
Eleven years of construction had extended the highway
eleven miles.

From the west, 43 miles of the four-lane are now open
from 1-79 at Weston to Parsons. Construction is ongoing
on 3.5 miles from Rt. 72 across the Cheat River bridge to
US 219 at Mackeyville. From the east, 66 miles are open
from Wardensville to Davis. As ever, Parsons to Davis is
the missing piece in the middle. (A shorter outlier from
Wardensville to the Virginia border is scheduled for com-
pletion before Parsons to Davis begins.)

Other reasons besides its difficulty can help explain why
the 10-mile stretch from Parsons to Davis was saved for
last. For one, ease of access for visitors from the east to
Tucker County’s four-season attractions offered a more
likely payoff than any other “economic development.”
Thus, once the corridor reached Elkins, the focus jumped
to that side. Now it has returned.

Nevertheless, it is true that the Tucker County connec-
tion has been regarded as the

most problematic of the entire corridor. Looking at the
just-opened section as a rehearsal for that project, we are
worried. Numerous issues plagued and lengthened its
years of construction. Most visible has been the bridge
over 219 at Moore. The site had to be completely recon-
structed after discovery that its piers had slipped. As far
as we know, the state and the contractor are still litigating
each party’s responsibility. We hope there are no further
consequences.

For insights into the problems that travelers don’t see,
we asked Barbara Weaner, who with her husband Scott
has lived on a farm on South Haddix Run for fifty years.
Here’s Barbara’s report:

The watershed upstream of us is entirely in the Monon-
gahela National Forest. South Haddix was a breeding
native brook trout stream prior to the highway construc-
tion. Massive clearcuts and obliteration of many ephem-
eral streams caused dramatic changes in sedimentation,
which not only killed the trout but increased flooding.

The worst flooding in the last 50 years occurred on
South Haddix Run on May 26, 2024, shortly after the
highway was paved. Water ran off the surface and shot
out of the new culverts down steep hollows degraded by
construction fill, discarded timber and rubble. Huge vol-
umes of water barreled through our hollow, carrying large
trees onto our pastures. Our farm fences were torn down.
The stream broke out of its banks, across our ficlds, into
our pond, which then broke out of its banks, flooding the
roadway across the hollow. Not even during the flood of
1985 did we see anything like it.

Since then, high water events have continued. The most
recent was on May 27, when more than 3 feet of water
covered 219 at the newly paved exit ramp at Moore. 219
was closed for many hours. Heavy rain overwhelmed
poorly designed drainage ditches and inadequate culverts.

That new intersection is confusing and dangerous in
other ways. The ramp exits into a tight curve on an abrupt
hump. It’s a blind spot coming from either direction on
219. It’s probably lucky the flood happened during day-
light -- if it had been dark, fatalities would have been
likely.

We have maintained good relationships with the high-
way department, the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and the West Virginia Rivers Coalition, reporting
problems with stream turbidity and flooding. During the
last five years, there have been dozens of violations and
fines.

But the Governor and other officials celebrated the
grand opening of the Kerens to Parsons section while
these problems remained uncorrected.

The next section of the road from Mackeyville to Davis
will cover steeper terrain. Many more trout streams will
be threatened. Will our state’s highway department, the
Federal Highway Administration and the DEP learn from
the mistakes made on earlier sections? Will citizens get
trained in stream monitoring and participate in the Riv-
ers Coalition’s Citizens Scientist program? Will citizens
be willing to report flooding, stream sedimentation and
erosion along the construction path? Will less destructive
practices and a better route be instituted?

good job of taking away our rights as American citizens
to determine our own destiny and forcing their desires
down our throats instead of listening to the voice of
the people. They are destroying environmental regula-
tions which protect not only the local environment but
also the world environment. They are taking away our
right to freedom of speech. They are seizing our land
for projects we don’t want. They are taking away our
right to vote. They are destroying Democracy. This is
scary. I sincerely fear we are headed to a dictatorship
in this country. God help us all.

Others to Speak With:

Friends of Blackwater, West Virginia Rivers Coali-
tion, Friends of Cheat, Sierra Club, West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy.

Joseph Wilson Dumire

Thomas
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DAVIS WATER WORKS

WV3304701

Consumer Confidence Report - 2026

Covering Calendar Year - 2025

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality
or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board
meeting held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Davis Town Hall, 505 William
Ave., or call ALAN TOMSON at 304-866-4801.

Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name
INTAKE WEIMER RUN

Source Water Type
Surface Water

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPNCDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.
Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 952 and is required to test a minimum of 1 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2025 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2025. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments.

Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(pg/1)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.
Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: DAVIS WATER WORKS
Regulated Facility Collection | Highest| Range
Contaminants | Name Date Value | (low/high) | Unit| MCL | MCLG | Typical Source
BARIUM Treatment | 10/1/2025 | 0.013 0.013 ppm| 2 2 | Discharge of drilling
Plant wastes; discharge from
metal refineries;
erosion of natural
deposits
HEXACHLORO| Treatment | 5/2/2023 0.6 0.6 ppb | 50 50 | Discharge from
CYCLOPENTA | Plant chemical factories
DIENE
NITRATE Treatment | 6/4/2025 0.051 0.051 ppm| 10 10 | Runoff from ferti-
Plant lizer use; leaching
from septic tanks;
sewage; erosion of
natural deposits
NITRATE- Treatment | 5/2/2023 0.06 0.02- ppm| 10 10 | Runoff from ferti-
NITRITE Plant 0.06 lizer use; leaching
from septic tanks;
sewage; erosion of
natural deposits
Disinfection Sample Collection | Highest | Range
Byproducts Point Date Value |(low/high)|Unit| MCL|MCLG |Typical Source
Total Haloacetic| DOLLAR  |2025 8 2-7 ppb (60 |0 By-product of
Acids (HAAS) | STORE drinking water
disinfection
TTHM DOLLAR  [2025 4 0-3 ppb |80 [0 By-product of
STORE drinking water
chlorination
Lead and Copper | Monitoring | 90th Range Sites
Period Percentile [(low/high) | Unit [AL [Over AL | Typical Source
COPPER, FREE |[2023-2025 | 0.0958 0-0.226 ppm| 1.3] 0 Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing systems
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
COPPER, FREE | 2025 0.0577 ppm| 13| 0O Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing systems
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
LEAD 2023-2025 | 29.2 0-49.2 ppb [ 15] 3 Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits
LEAD 2025 8.4 ppb [ 15| 2 Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula
fed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used
in service lines and in home plumbing. DAVIS WATER WORKS is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in
your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling
results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying
and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Using
a filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in
reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly.
Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead
from water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several
minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have
a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a

longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact DA-
VIS WATER WORKS and ALAN TOMSON at 304-259-5502. Information on lead in drinking water, testing
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

DAVIS WATER WORKS completed lead tap sampling in 2023-2025, the results are available for review
and can be accessed by contacting Frank Sharp, Chief Operator of Davis Water Treatment Plant, 124 Aqua
Drive at 304-259-5502 or water operator@daviswv.us.

DAVIS WATER WORKS has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials through-
out the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at Davis Town Hall, 105 William
Ave. By November 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory, known as the ‘base-
line inventory” and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public
water distribution system.

Our water system did not identify any lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown
service lines in our inventory. Due to this, we are exempt from having to create a service line replacement plan
by November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line re-
placement plan, please contact ALAN TOMSON at 304-866-4801.

Source Water Assessment and Protection

When required by West Virginia State law, DAVIS WATER WORKS maintains a comprehensive Source
Water Protection Plan (SWPP) that is updated every three years and reviewed by the West Virginia Bureau
for Public Health (WVBPH). For systems utilizing surface water or groundwater under the direct influence of
surface water (GWUDI), SWPPs provide a detailed strategy for protecting intake areas and the surrounding
Zone of Critical Concern.

Because these types of sources are open to the environment, they generally have a higher susceptibility to
contamination. This susceptibility rating does not mean your water is contaminated; rather, it indicates that
conditions exist which could impact the source water if a release occurred due to the sensitive nature of the
intake area. A public version of our current Source Water Protection Plan (if applicable) or further information
regarding our specific source susceptibility is available for review at our office during normal business hours
or by contacting ALAN TOMSON at 304-866-4801. A Source Water Assessment may previously have been
completed to identify potential sources of contamination and the susceptibility of our water source. You can
view these historical assessment reports online at the WVBPH website: https://www.wvdhhr.orq/oehs/eed/
swap/search.cfm.

For more information on source water protection and to learn how you can help protect drinking water sources,
visit the EPA at https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/how-can-you-help-protect-source-water.

Chlorine/Chloramines

Maximum Disinfection Level MPA MPA Units RAA RAA Units

12/1/2025 - 12/31/2025 1.70000 MG/L 1.60000 MG/L

Total Organic

Carbon Lowest Facility Collection | Highest

Month for Removal | Name Date Value [Range |Unit |[TT | Typical Source

CARBON, TOTAL | INTAKE WEIMER | 7/16/2025 |9.6 0-9.6 |MG/L |0 Naturally present

RUN in the environment
Analyte Facility Highest Value Unit of Measure | Month Occurred

Turbidity TREATMENT PLANT 0.3 NTU April

Turbidity

Turbidity is a measurement of the cloudiness of the water caused by suspended particles. We monitor it be-
cause it is a good indicator of water quality and the effectiveness of our filtration.

Percentage of samples | Months | Violation |Highest Month Sources Level
in compliance with Std | Occurred Single Occurred Indicator
Measurement
100.00 12 NO 0.3 April Treatment | Yes
Plant

Total Organic Carbon
The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system mat all
TOC removal requirements set, unless a TOC violation is noted in the violations section.

Highest
TOC Collection Date | Value  [Range |Unit | TT | Typical Source
CARBON, 7/16/2025 9.6 0-9.6 |MG/L |0 Naturally present in the environment
TOTAL
Secondary Contaminants -
Non Health Based Contaminants
- No Federal Maximum
Contaminant Level (MCL) Collection Range
Established Date Highest Value | (low/high) | Unit SMCL
SODIUM 10/1/2025 | 204 20.4 MG/L |20
SULFATE 10/1/2025 |2.5 2.5 Mg/L | 250

During the 2025 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

Fed Rep [Compliance| Violation Category| Rule Explanation Actions Taken by
1D Period Type Water System
342543 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON TEMPER |Failed to meet water | Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY ATURE quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER (CENTI sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) GRADE) |requirements
342550 [7/1/2025- | WATER MON TEMPER |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY ATURE quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER (CENTI sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) GRADE) |[requirements
342539 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON SILICA Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342546 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON SILICA Failed to meet water | Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342541 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON PH Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342548 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON PH Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342538 [7/1/2025 - | WATER MON ORTHOPH |Failed to meet water | Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY OSPHATE |quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342545 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON ORTHOPH |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY OSPHATE |quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342540 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON CONDUCT |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY IVITY@ |quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER 25CUM [sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) HOS/CM  |requirements
342547 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON CONDUCT | Failed to meet water | Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY IVITY@ |quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER 25CUM |sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) HOS/CM _ |requirements
342544 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON CALCIUM |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342551 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON CALCIUM |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342542 |7/1/2025 - | WATER MON ALKALINI |Failed to meet water |Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY TY, TOTAL |quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342549 [7/1/2025 - | WATER MON ALKALINI|Failed to Working with State
12/31/2025 | QUALITY TY, TOTAL|quality parameter to correct
PARAMETER sampling or reporting
M/R (LCR) requirements
342537 |11/25/2025 | PUBLIC TT LEAD &  |Failed to provide Working with State
EDUCATION COPPER  |education that meets |to correct
(LCR) RULE requirements or to
report education
information on time
342552 |12/30/2025 | LEAD MON LEAD &  |Failed to meet content,| Working with State
CONSUMER COPPER  |delivery, and/or report-|to correct
NOTICE RULE ing requirements for
LCR) lead consumer
notification

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays
in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning
abilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure.

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It
is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of
materials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-4264761).

Additional Required Health Effects Violation notices:

Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays
in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning
abilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure.

Your CCR is available at Davis Town Hall, 105 William Ave. or by accessing the Town website at https:/
daviswv.us. A copy of this report will not be mailed; to receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at
the phone number above.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM
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— 2026 Chamber Awards Banquet—

The 2026 Tucker County Chamber of Commerce Awards
Banquet was held May 21st at the Bear Paw Lodge at
Canaan Valley State Park. This year’s deserving Tuckineer
was announced as Tucker County’s own Magistrate Judge
Brian Wilfong. Wilfong received his award along with fel-
low 2026 award recipients: Educator of the Year: Mr. James
Ambrose; Student of the Year: Makenna Evans; Athlete of

the Year: Reid Kisamore; Employee of the Year: Barbara
Worden; Public Employee of the Year, Jessica Streets; Busi-
ness Person of the Year: Julie Bland; Business of the Year:
Great Improvements; Community Service Award: Kenneth
Poling; Cultural Heritage and Arts: Mary “Charlie” Waters;
Outdoor Recreation: Bobby Snyder; Special Award: Tucker
County High School Cheerleaders. Sponsors for this year’s

awards included: Mountain Hospice, Sirianni’s Café, Great
Improvements, Inn at Canaan. Tucker Community Foun-
dation, Best of Canaan, Canaan Collection, Canaan Valley
Resort, ArtSpring, Snowsports Museum of WYV, St. George
Medical Clinic and Citizens Bank of West Virginia. Photos
courtesy of the Tucker County Chamber of Commerce and
David Cooper.

CUNNINGHAM KNOB

Cont. From Page 2

surrounded by remnant red spruce forests. These ecosys-
tems support native brook trout, rare plant communities and
numerous wildlife species, as well as a proud local cattle
ranching tradition.

We acquired this beautiful property to restore and protect
its unique habitats, and to eventually transfer ownership
to the Monongahela National Forest. We made a substan-
tial investment to not only purchase and hold the property,
but to reforest stream corridors. And we worked with local
landowners and contractors to fence the reforested areas
and property boundaries so that portions of the property and

adjacent private lands could be managed for cattle grazing,
continuing historic local land use that maintains lush pas-
tures for grassland birds and other wildlife species.

We truly value our long-term partnership with the United
States Forest Service. Our work together has enabled con-
servation at the landscape scale. We are excited to see this
land added to the Monongahela National Forest, where it
will be stewarded for nature and future generations.”

Visitors are asked to respect the existing closure order
affecting two limited locations in the area. The closure order
can be found on our website.

Q\ﬂD US o A
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Cont. From Front Page 1

and a $1,000 fine consecutive. Judge Shaffer also said
that he would recommend, should DiBartolomeo violate
parole, that he serve the full sentence of 30 years.

“I’m doing this because of the State’s recommendation,”
Judge Shaffer said. “The victim believes it will bring the
family together.”

However, another reason existed for the sentences.
Wilkins said that the victim feared for his safety and
wanted the longest supervision over the defendants as pos-
sible. With a parole board, there was always the possibility
that the defendants would be back on the streets in a couple
of years, she said. With the seven years probation, the vic-
tim is assured of protection for as long as possible.

“(They) would come up for parole far sooner than if we
have (them) under our supervision,” Wilkins said.

DiBartolomeo spoke in Court. He blamed his actions
that night on a “drinking problem” and said that it cost
him everything, including his family and a 15 year career.
However, he said he had been sober for 14 months and
looked forward to continued sobriety.

“This isn’t me,” DiBartolomeo said. “I have a drink-
ing problem, a real drinking problem...I did things that I
shouldn’t. I lost more than most do in a lifetime. There is
no one’s more sorry than me.”

Levi McCauley was sentenced as well on June 18th
by Judge Shaffer. He appeared in Court along with his
attorney Todd LeNeve. Tucker County Prosecuting Attor-
ney Savannah Hull Wilkins represented the prosecution.
McCauley’s sentencing stemmed from a December 10,
2025 plea agreement in Tucker County Circuit Court.

Under the plea agreement, McCauley plead guilty to one
count of felony Burglary. All other counts in his case were
dismissed. Judge Shaffer sentenced McCauley to 1-15
years, suspended for seven years probation with GPS mon-
itored home confinement. As with DiBartolomeo, Judge
Shaffer made it clear that if McCauley breaks parole, he
will recommend that McCauley serve the full 15 years of
his sentence.

“The parole board needs to know what happened there
that night with a cord around his neck,” Judge Shaffer said.

McCauley spoke in court and said that he would like to
be given a chance to prove to the world that he is not who
everyone thinks he is. He also said he only wants to do
things right.

“I would like to be given the chance to prove to every-
body that I’'m not the person they make me out to be,”
McCauley said.

Crystal Hensley was the last of the defendants in the case
to be sentenced June 18th. She appeared in Court with
her attorney James Hawkins. Tucker County Prosecuting
Attorney Savannah Hull Wilkins represented the prosecu-
tion.

In a plea agreement on April 14th, Hensley plead guilty
to three counts. On one count of felony burglary, Judge
Shaffer sentenced Hensley to 1-15 years; on one count of
felony conspiracy, she was sentenced to 1-5 years and to
one count of misdemeanor battery, she was sentenced to 1
year and a $500 fine, with all to be served consecutively.
As with the others, Judge Shaffer suspended the sentence
for 7 years of probation, but made it clear that if probation
was violated he would recommend that the full 21 years

be served.

“It is a very, very serious case,” Judge Shaffer said. “We
could just as easily be sitting here with a murder charge.
What would have happened if he had a heart attack that
night?”

Hensley spoke in Court of taking responsibility for her
actions in a brief statement.

“I’m sorry about everything that happened and I hold
responsibility for it,” Hensley said.

During the hearing, Wilkins said that the victim has not
informed any of his family where he has moved to out of
fear. The attack has also left him with flashbacks and trust
issues, she said. Of DiBartolomeo, Wilkins said, “There is
enough evidence he should be looking at life.” However,
she said that is not what the victim wanted. He just wanted
it to be over and for his family to heal because it had been
divided in two following the attack and arrests.

Judge Shaffer read to the Court from the Victim Impact
Statement. In it, the victim requested the longest amount
of time possible for his own personal safety.

“I fear for my safety and want the longest supervision
possible,” Judge Shaffer read.

Judge Shaffer also noted the impact the case will have on
everyone involved in the case.

“The victim and the people involved will live with this
the rest of their lives,” Judge Shaffer said.

Wilkins, who was prepared to play the audio of the case,
only quoted from it. According to Wilkins, in the audio,
Trenton DiBartolomeo can be heard threatening the victim,
“I will tie you up and find the money. I will break a finger
every 15 minutes.” The money in question was disputed
to have been stolen by the victim from the grandmother
of the DiBartolomeo brothers, according to the defendants
and was the sole reason for the four defendants being at the
victim’s home that night.

McCauley said he was the one who untied the vic-
tim. However, Wilkins said the recording is said to have
McCauley’s voice, “You know why I’'m here? I’m here to
hold him back.”

During McCauley’s sentencing, several character wit-
nesses spoke on his behalf. First was Harrison Cummings
of Cummings Construction. Cummings said he had been
McCauley’s employer since September of 2020 and found
him to be, “the most dependable, most reliable person who
has ever worked for us” and added, “I wish we had five or
six of him.” Cummings also commented that he was genu-
inely shocked by what happened.

Next was Adam Schneider, a pastor and McCauley’s
weight lifting partner. He said he met McCauley seven
years ago and tried to get him to go to church for six years.
Schneider claimed there has been a change in McCauley
over the past six months.

“There’s a big change. We’ve been having more con-
versations on what it means to become a man,” Schneider
said.

Schneider said all four defendants were parents and that
the assault never should have happened.

“All four were parents, they should have been in bed get-
ting ready for work,” Schneider said. “This never should
have happened. Levi has agreed.”

Last to speak was McCauley’s mother, Denese Saltis.

She said that he had shown more promise in the past six
months than he ever had in the past. She called him a hard
worker and said that he always worked hard whenever she
needed him.

Judge Shaffer applauded McCauley for attending Church,
but said that what happened that night was “uncivilized.”

“If we did not have civil laws, we would have an uncivi-
lized world,” Judge Shaffer said. “When people show up at
your house in the middle of the night, tie cords around you
and strangle you, this is what an uncivilized world looks
like.”

Judge Shaffer also said during the day’s proceedings that
he wished that the Court had been filled with the family of
the defendants so that they could hear the details of the case
and know exactly what transpired that night. He also said
he was disappointed that it did not happen.

Of the four defendants, the victim only knew two, the
DiBartolomeo brothers. McCauley and Hensley were in
a relationship, according to Wilkins and McCauley was a
friend of the DiBartolomeos. Hensley had no connection,
other than McCauley.

During McCauley’s hearing, Schneider said there had
even been talk of marriage between McCauley and Hens-
ley. Hensley’s attorney, Hawkins, even brought up the no
contact order and the fact that his client and McCauley
were in a relationship. Hawkins further enquired about
the possibility of lessening the restrictions on Hensley and
McCauley’s order to allow them to continue the relation-
ship unhindered in the future, but acknowledged that he
knew it would be some time before anything like that could
be arranged. Judge Shaffer said that “today is not the day
to ask for that.” In fact, even the DiBartolomeo brothers
are barred from contacting each other under the terms of
the probation.

“This is a life changing event,” Judge Shaffer said. You
have a family split.”

Wilkins said during Hensley’s hearing that Hensley plead
guilty to holding a knife to victim’s throat. Wilkins called
Hensley’s enthusiasm during the assault “disturbing” as the
victim begs for help and quoted from a transcript of the
audio. “Every time you look away from me, you’re going
to pay for it,” Wilkins read from the transcript.

“Her enthusiasm and willingness to jump right into the
violence is quite disturbing,” Wilkins said.

Judge Shaffer commented on the knife.

“I can’t imagine having a knife like that against some-
one’s throat. What is going through someone’s mind,”
Judge Shaffer said.

All three defendants are jointly responsible for $7,700 in
restitution and they are prohibited from owning or possess-
ing firearms. All three defendants are also under a no con-
tact order that prohibits them from contacting each other
and the victim.

Cory DiBartolomeo entered into a Deferred Adjudica-
tion agreement January 7th in which he plead guilty to one
count of felony Conspiracy. However, due to the terms of
the agreement, adjudication of the charge will be deferred
in lieu of three years probation under the court determined
terms. If probation is successfully completed, at the end
of the three years, he can motion to withdraw the plea with
objection by the State.

Citizens Bank of WV Announces Retirements

IT Coordinator Jeffery W. Lipscomb

Citizens Bank of West Virginia has announced the retire-
ments of two valued team members at our Thomas Finan-
cial Center. Vice President & Financial Center Manager
Shawn O. Nichols, retired on Thursday, June 25, 2026,
and IT Coordinator Jeffery W. Lipscomb, retired Tuesday,
June 30, 2026. Both Nichols and Lipscomb devoted the
majority of their banking careers to Miners & Merchants
Bank prior to its acquisition by Citizens in March 2026
and continued their service through the transition.

Nichols began his banking career with Miners & Mer-
chants Bank in 1994 as a Loan Officer. Over the course of
his 32-year career, he advanced through a series of leader-
ship roles, including Vice President & Cashier and Presi-
dent & CEO. Following the acquisition in March 2026,
Nichols joined Citizens Bank of West Virginia as Vice
President & Financial Center Manager, a position he held
until his retirement.

Nichols earned an associate degree from WV U Potomac
State College and a Bachelor of Science from West Vir-

Vice President & Financial Center Manager Shawn O.
Nichols

ginia University. He also completed the West Virginia
School of Banking.

A resident of Parsons, he is married to Kathy Nichols
and has two children, Ian and Elizabeth. He is a member
of Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish.

Lipscomb began his carcer with Miners & Merchants
Bank in 2015 as a part-time Information Technology
Coordinator and transitioned to a full-time role in 2020.

Following the acquisition, he continued his career with
Citizens as IT Coordinator, supporting the Bank’s technol-
ogy operations. He will retire with over 11 years of dedi-
cated service.

He attended WVU Potomac State College, where he
earned his Cisco Certified Network Associate certification
through the Cisco Networking Academy. He is also an A+
Certified IT Technician.

A resident of Aurora, he is married to Pam Lipscomb
and has two children, Aron (wife Haylee) and Trevor

(wife Alyssa). He is affectionately known as “PapJ” to his
beloved grandchildren, Carter, Kamden, and Colsen.

“Shawn and Jeft’s knowledge and dedication played a
pivotal role in ensuring a smooth transition for both cus-
tomers and employees of Miners & Merchants Bank,” said
Nathaniel S. Bonnell, President & CEO. “We are proud to
recognize their years of service, their impact on the com-
munities they served so well, and wish them both the very
best in retirement.”

About Citizens Bank of West Virginia Citizens Bank
of West Virginia, with $775 million in assets, provides
integrated financial services including retail and commer-
cial banking, wealth management, and mortgage services
from eight financial centers in West Virginia, including
Elkins, Bayard, Beverly, Buckhannon, New Martinsville,
Parsons, and Thomas, as well as one location in Oakland,
Maryland. The bank is a wholly owned subsidiary of
Citizens Financial Corp. (OTC: CIWYV). Citizens Bank is
5-Star rated and ranked among the strongest banks in the
nation by Bauer Financial—the nation’s leading indepen-
dent banking rating firm. The bank is also recognized as
one of West Virginia’s Top 10 Performing Banks by the
prestigious Bank Performance Report. Citizens is ranked
22nd on American Banker’s list of the Best Banks to Work
For and has received numerous regional honors, including
WV Living’s Best Corporate Citizen; The Inter-Moun-
tain’s People’s Choice awards for Best Bank, Mortgage
Lender, Customer Service, and Employer; and The Record
Delta’s Best Place to Work and Mortgage Provider. Addi-
tionally, Citizens Bank has been named among American
Banker’s Top Performing Publicly Traded Community
Banks under $2 billion in assets and recognized by News-
week’s America’s Best Banks list as the Best Small Bank
in West Virginia. The bank has also been named SBA
West Virginia Community Lender of the Year and ranked
No. 9 nationally by the Independent Community Bankers
of America in the consumer/mortgage category for banks
with $300M—$1B in assets. More information is available
online at www.citizenswv.com.

Mt. MD Music Institute set for July 6-10 at GC

Choral, instrumental band, and piano options available
by age group

MCHENRY, MD — The Mountain Maryland Music
Institute, in its 10th year of operation, will be offering three
courses as part of a summer enrichment program July 6-10
in the Performing Arts Center at Garrett College.

Elementary choral (ages 9-12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.), instru-
mental band (13-17, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.), and piano (8-17, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.) courses are all scheduled.

The primary focus of the choral course will be singing
with movement in preparation to perform a mini-musical.
The piano course will focus on technique, repertoire, and
music theory in a group setting. The primary focus of the
instrumental band course will be technique, ensemble rep-
ertoire, and music theory.

Students in all three courses will have the opportunity
to enjoy swimming at the Edwards Community Aquatic
and Recreation Complex. They will also participate in a

public performance, which will be the culminating event
in which students can display their progress.

The cost for each course is $249, and space is limited.

Scholarships are available for participants demonstrat-
ing financial need through the Community Trust Foun-
dation and the Naylor Family Trust Fund. This summer
enrichment program is also funded in part by the Rob-
inson Family Endowment through the Garrett College
Foundation.

The primary purpose of the MMMI is to provide addi-
tional support and opportunities for local public music
education programs, as well as homeschool networks in
and around Garrett County.

For more information, please go to https://www.gar-
rettcollege.edu/mmmi.php or contact Dr. Sean Beachy
(sean.beachy@garrettcollege.edu, 301.387.3106).

304-476-3033
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Mon power energy project to public
comment july 15

THE BLACKWATER E
il
———
Join us in celebrating America’s
and 163 years of mountaineer
Grand Finale of the Blackwa
e

Saturday, July 4th from 11 AM-5PM

at Rudolph’s on Main Street in Thomas!

GUEST SPEAKER AT 3 PM!
Y |

Free Admission & Activities
Refreshments Fa
Tie-Dye Shirts  Colo
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CHARLESTON - The Public Ser-
vice Commission of West Virginia has
scheduled a virtual and in-person pub-
lic comment hearing for July into con-
struction of a $2.48 billion gas-electric
generation plant in Monongalia County
and three solar energy projects.

The hearing is set for 5:30 p.m. July
15 at the PSC hearing room at 201
Brooks St., Charleston.

On February 13, Monongahela
Power Co. and The Potomac Edison
Co. filed an application to construct
a 1,200-megawatt (MW) combined
cycle gas plant at the Fort Martin
Power Station in Monongalia County,
and to construct 70 MW of solar gen-
eration at three sites: Valley Point near
Albright, Preston County; adjacent to
the town of Davis, Tucker County; and
near Weirton. The combined cost of
the solar projects is estimated at $182
million.

The application is for an expected
shortfall in  electrical-generation
capacity beginning in 2029.

The companies are seeking an initial
surcharge to pay for the projects, which
would result in an average increase in
customer bills of 0.9 percent, or $1.18

a month.

Those who wish to participate in the
public comment hearing should reg-
ister with the Commission by 4 p.m.
on July 10. Registration may be made
through the Microsoft Teams meeting
link at: https://bit.ly/wvpsc20260715.
You may also register by calling Alexis
Weimer at (304) 340-0822 or Andrew
Gallagher at (304) 340-0820; or by
emailing aweimer@psc.state.wv.us or
agallagher@psc.state.wv.us.

Those who wish to attend in person
should sign up to speak prior to 5:30
p-m. As an alternative to speaking,
written comments regarding this case
may be submitted by mail or hand
delivery to the Executive Secretary,
P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323,
or online at www.psc.state.wv.us by
clicking on "Submit a Comment" in the
left column and following the direc-
tions provided. All written comments
should be marked as pertaining to Case
No. 26-0108-E-CN.

More information on this case can be
found on the PSC website: www.psc.
state.wv.us. Click on "Case Informa-
tion" and access Case No. 26-0108-E-
CN.

St. George

MEDICAL CLINIC, INC.

Better Technology.
Better Care. For You.

89 St. George

We are transitioning to a new
electronic health record system
launching

m We are investing in

J U LY better technology so we

1 I can continue to provide

you with the high quality
care you deserve.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU:
FASTER ACCESS

Quicker check-ins and shorter wait times.

BETTER CARE

IMPROVED COMMUNICATION

ENHANCED SECURITY

Your information remains safe, secure, and protected.

EASIER APPOINTMENTS

Simpler scheduling and appointment management.

We appreciate your understanding as we work to serve you better!

More complete information to support your health needs.

Easier communication between you and your care team.

(hank you for your pafience and support!

Changes take time, and during our transition you may experience
longer delays or see some small adjustments in our process.

with Print

&O0Online
ADVERTISING!

TUCKER COUNTY

ANIMAL SHELTER
304-478-6232

304-704-4405

Ban

St. George

MEDICAL CLINIC, INC.
Beginning 7/6/2026, St. George Clinic Pharmacy's lobby
will be closed to perform necessary repairs.

The drive-through will be open normal hours
for your convenience:

Monday - Friday: ~ 9:00am to 8:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to 2:00pm
Sunday: Closed

***The pharmacy will be closed on Friday 7/3/2026
and Saturday 7/4/2026 to observe the
4 of July holiday.

If you prefer not to utilize the drive-through, please pull in a vacant
parking space, and contact the pharmacy. The pharmacy staff will
request you to provide the make and color of your vehicle and will
arrange to bring your medication to you.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. We request your
patience and Understanding until we get the pharmacy repairs completed.

Thank you!




Completes Transition to
Highlands Bank Name and Brand

PETERSBURG, W.Va. - The Grant
County Bank today announced the official
transition of its name and brand identity to
Highlands Bank. The change marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the institution’s long
history of service and now better reflects
its continued growth across communities
throughout the region.

The new Highlands Bank brand includes
a new logo and tagline, refreshed signage
and informational materials in the branches,
updated social media channels, and a rede-
signed website at www.highlands.bank.

“The response since we announced the
Highlands Bank name has been overwhelm-
ingly positive,” said George Ford, President
and CEO. “Revealing the full brand identity
today builds on that momentum and reflects
the pride we feel in serving this region.”

The transition is a brand update only.
There will be no changes to ownership,
customer accounts, services, or day-to-day
banking operations. Customers will con-
tinue to work with the same local teams they
know and trust, and all existing accounts,
digital banking tools, and branch services
will remain fully intact.

“As our bank continues to grow, it’s
important that our brand reflects who we are
today,” said Donald J. Baker, Jr., Chairman
of the Board. “The Highlands Bank identity

brings a modern, unified look to an organi-
zation that has always been rooted in local
relationships and dependable service.”

Rebranding Celebrations will be hosted at
all branch locations with the main celebra-
tion taking place at the Petersburg Branch
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with refresh-
ments, giveaways, and information about
the transition.

About Highlands Bank

Highlands Bank was chartered as The
Grant County Bank, a West Virginia state
bank on August 6, 1902, and began opera-
tions on August 15 with its first office in
Petersburg, WV. Our mission of providing
financial services and products to families,
small businesses, and the agricultural com-
munity has served both our customers and
the bank well over the years.

Subsequently, the bank has expanded its
marketplace throughout the Potomac High-
lands and now operates a total of seven
offices in six counties which encouraged the
name change from its original name in July
2026. After more than a century of contin-
ued service, Highlands Bank truly embodies
“Strong Roots, High Values” and is a sub-
sidiary of Highlands Bankshares, Inc., also
headquartered in Petersburg, WV.

You can learn more by visiting www. high-
lands.bank.

WVSOM technology authority,
2012 graduate receive ‘40
Under 40’ recognition

LEWISBURG, W.Va. — Two West
Virginians with connections to the West
Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine
(WVSOM) were selected as “Generation
Next: 40 Under 40” honorees by The
State Journal, a publication that covers
news about business, government, edu-
cation, health care and related topics
throughout the state.

Katie Williams, Ph.D., WVSOM'’s
senior director of academic technology
and faculty development, and Matthew
Davis, D.O., an alumnus who is presi-
dent and CEO of the West Virginia chap-
ter of the American College of Osteo-
pathic Family Physicians (ACOPF),
were recognized during a June 16 awards
ceremony in Clarksburg, W.Va.

The Generation Next program pays
tribute to young professionals whose
work drives progress and shapes the
future of West Virginia and its commu-
nities.

Williams joined WVSOM in 2023. In
addition to ensuring faculty are trained
on topics that enhance teaching prac-
tices, she takes a lead role in helping
employees incorporate artificial intelli-
gence into workflows, familiarizing stu-

dents with the technology, and support-
ing WVSOM’s learning management
systems.

She said her position balances advo-
cacy for Al with acknowledgement of
the importance of the human element in
using it ethically.

“I try to help people feel that they
have agency in using AL. I want them
to recognize it as a tool that empowers
them rather than something that will take
away their jobs,” she said. “I’m passion-
ate about making sure people have what
they need to succeed, whether it’s a fac-
ulty member teaching for the first time or
a student coming into medical school.”

Williams said she is thankful that
WVSOM provides the support she needs
to flourish in her career.

“I’'m grateful for the mentorship I’ve
gotten from campus leaders and fac-
ulty members who have given me the
autonomy to do things that allow me to
advance. WVSOM has an open envi-
ronment that allows people to try new
things and push boundaries in the pursuit
of things that are new and novel. That’s
part of the reason I’ve been able to suc-
ceed,” she said.
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Obituary

Candace Beltz Sommerville

Born on Sep- e
tember 2, 1953, in ;
Wadsworth, Ohio,
Candy was the
beloved daugh-
ter of the late John
Richard Beltz and
Roberta Jean Adams
Beltz. On February
15, 1986, she mar-
ried the love of her
life, Harry Sommer-
ville, in Rittman,
Ohio. Together they

by baking count-
less birthday cakes,
cookies, brown-
ies, stromboli and
muffins during her
lifetime for church
events, co-workers,
and her doctor’s
offices. Candy’s
baked goods put a
smile on everyone’s
face!

Mrs. Sommer-
ville was a faithful

built a life filled
with love, faith, and countless cherished
memories.

In addition to her loving husband of 40
years, Candy is survived by her brother,
James R. Beltz, and her great niece, Tara
Stewart.

Candy graduated from North High
School in Akron, Ohio, before pursuing
her college education at the University of
Akron. In 1993, she graduated summa cum
laude, a testament to her determination and
love of learning. She dedicated 36 years of
service to Goodyear Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, where she was admired for her hard
work, loyalty, and commitment. She was an
excellent CPA and kept the advertising bud-
get in line down to the penny.

Candy was an avid race fan and enjoyed
many years of attending the Indianapolis
500 with her Dad.

Candy also loved spending time in the
kitchen, where her cooking and baking
brought family and friends together. Her
homemade banana cake became legend-
ary among those who knew her—a recipe
requested for gatherings and remembered
long after the last slice was gone. She
enjoyed creating a feast for her loved ones,
and everyone knew the kitchen was HER
domain. Candy cared so much about other
people and she demonstrated that love

member of the First
Church of the Nazarene in Parsons, West
Virginia, where she deeply loved her church
family and felt a great sense of belonging.
Candy found joy in both her faith and the
simple pleasures of everyday life. Candy
was a lifelong reader who could always
be found with a good book close by. Some
of her greatest happiness came from the
quiet beauty of her home on Clover Run
in Tucker County, where she delighted in
watching and feeding the deer that wan-
dered onto the property. She appreciated the
peace of the mountains and found content-
ment in nature’s simple gifts.

Though she will be deeply missed, her
love, kindness, quiet strength, and the mem-
ories she created around the table and in the
beauty of the mountains will remain in the
hearts of all who knew and loved her.

The family will receive friends at the
Lohr & Barb Funeral Home of Parsons,
WV on Thursday, July 2nd from 11-1.
Final rites will be conducted at the funeral
home at 1pm. The Reverend Steve Morrow
will officiate and interment will follow at
the Pifer Mountain Cemetery at St. George,
WV. The Lohr & Barb Funeral Home is
honored to be in charge of the arrangements
for Candace Beltz Sommerville. Condo-
lences may be expressed to the family at;
www.lohrbarbfuneralhome.com.

ISSIONS

McVicker

beautifully lived. A heart so deeply loved.

Anna Marie (Téranto)

A celebration of life for Anna Marie (Teranto)
McVicker (August 11, 1936 - December 18, 2025)
will be held on Friday, July 3, 2026, 10 a.m. at Saint
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 316 Brown Street,
Thomas, WV. Interment to be held immediately fol-
lowing at Mount Calvary Cemetery, Thomas, WV.

Join family and friends as we remember a life so

due Friday by 3pm

Obituary subm

Williams has published numerous
journal articles on equalizing educa-
tional access, and is a frequent presenter
at the national level, including at the
American Association of Colleges of
Osteopathic Medicine’s conference. She
is an advisor to WVSOM’s chapters of
the Medical Student Pride Alliance and
the Student National Medical Associa-
tion.

Davis graduated in WVSOM’s Class
of 2012. After completing a family med-
icine residency at CAMC Greenbrier
Valley Medical Center, he practiced with
Greenbrier Physicians in Ronceverte,
W.Va., then worked in emergency medi-
cine, serving patients in southern West
Virginia and the surrounding region. He
also has practiced in the Beckley Appa-
lachian Regional Healthcare Hospital
emergency department, White Sulphur
Springs Center and Primary Care Plus,
and is currently an emergency medicine
physician with WVU Medicine.

He has developed a second career in
physician leadership and health care
administration. In addition to leading the
West Virginia chapter of ACOFP, Davis
serves as board chair and CEO of the
West Virginia Academy of Family Phy-
sicians; secretary and legislative chair of
the West Virginia Osteopathic Medical

Association; and treasurer of the West
Virginia State Medical Association.

Davis, who is also a WVSOM clinical
professor of family medicine, said his
transition into physician leadership was
a natural extension of his commitment to
serving patients and communities.

“As I became more involved in orga-
nized medicine, I recognized that many
of the decisions affecting patient care,
physician practice and medical educa-
tion were being made beyond the exam
room, inspiring me to advocate for the
profession. By developing and support-
ing physician leaders, we can ensure
that the profession continues to advance
patient care, influence health care policy
and strengthen access to quality care for
future generations of West Virginians,”
he said.

He said he is humbled to be a “Genera-
tion Next: 40 Under 40” honoree.

“As a WVSOM graduate, I strive to
carry forward the ideals and mission of
the institution and the osteopathic pro-
fession through service, leadership and
advocacy,” Davis said. “This recognition
reflects not only my personal journey,
but the mentors, colleagues, patients
and communities who have shaped my
commitment to servant leadership and
improving health care across the state.”

VISIT US ONLINE AT

PARSONSADVOCATE.CON
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eet the Bank You

West Virginia Land Trust Partners
with Local Animal Shelter for a
“Tails on Trails” Hiking Event

Already Know

Highlands
Bank

A new brand marks an exciting new chapter,
but the things that matter most haven't changed.
The Grant County Bank is now Highlands Bank.

W

You'll continue to find the same trusted team,
the same local decision making, the same
personalized service, and the same commitment
to the communities we've proudly served for
more than 120 years.

Our new name reflects the broader region we call
home and the future we're building together.

Welcome to Highlands Bank.

Member

FDIC

Visit Highlands.Bank or
stop by your local branch to learn more.

West Virginia Land Trust is partnering

with the Tucker County Animal Shelter to
hold a “Tails on Trails” hiking activity at
the Yellow Creek Natural Area in Davis,
WV.

Looking to improve the health of shel-
ter dogs with the community, this event
will help to improve both the physical and
emotional well-being of each dog walked.
The shelter will provide all the necessary
items for your outing.

Event Kick-off: July 11, 2026, 10:00

a.m.

Where: Meet in the National Youth

Science Academy parking lot

Activities: Dog walking, refreshments,

pup cups.

Admission Price: Free!

This event is open to all pet lovers look-
ing to make a dog’s day special. These
walks will help to improve their physical
health, reduce stress and anxiety, provide

’ ey = . —
mental enrichment, and build confidence.

While there is no fee to participate,
registration is required for planning pur-
poses. Visit www.WVLandTrust.org/
Events to sign up on or before Friday,
July 10.

The West Virginia Land Trust is a
statewide nonprofit dedicated to protect-
ing West Virginia’s natural lands, scenic
areas, water quality, and recreational
access forever. Since 1994, the nationally
accredited organization has permanently
protected more than 62,000 acres of land
statewide.

The Tucker County Animal Shelter is
dedicated to providing a safe haven for
homeless and neglected animals, offer-
ing adoption services, spay/neuter pro-
grams, and community outreach to ensure
the well-being of pets and their families.
Their goal is to create a community where
every pet has a loving home.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PARSONSADVOCATE.COM




