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Solar company says project 
in Patrick lacks approval

By Debbie Hall and Taylor Boyd
There is no approved solar project in 

Patrick County, however, a company 
has filed a Notice of Intent with the 
Department of Environmental Quali-
ty (DEQ).

Dominika Sink, Senior Director of 
Project Acquisition and Development 
with Energix, said she knows there’s 
a lot of confusion about Fairy Stone 
Solar, LLC and its proposed projects.

But “there is no approved project. 
We have never applied for any permit 
in Patrick County, and we do not have 
any permits from the county,” she 
said.

Since the county has no zoning, 
Sink said the certification form signed 
by a county official in 2021 was neces-
sary for the company to engage with 
the DEQ for a Permit By Rule (PBR).

“We have to provide them with a 
form showing that we’ve gone through 

applicable zoning processes. In the ab-
sence of zoning, we have reached out 
to the county, which I think is what’s 
erroneously referenced, as an approv-
al,” she said.

Sink said Fairy Stone Solar contact-
ed the county in 2021.

“We said, ‘this is what we’re doing. 
There is no zoning, for us to engage 
with DEQ on this project. We need 
to show them some sort of proof that 
we’ve gone through the zoning pro-
cess, but you all do not have zoning, 
so could you just check this box for us 
saying it’s just not applicable,’” she 
said.

Now former county administrator 
Geri Hazelwood signed a certification 
form in October 2021, records show. 

Currently, the company is working 
on its study and survey as part of its 
due diligence process, Sink said. 

In a March 13 email to building 

Council gives funds to help pool
By Taylor Boyd
The Stuart Town Council ap-

proved giving the Stuart Parks and 
Recreation Association $2,500 and 
a reimbursement equal to its wa-
ter and sewer costs at its March 15 
meeting.

Association member Amy Corns 
said the funds would help keep the 
DeHart Park pool a break-even 
prospect.

“In order to pay the Virginia min-
imum wage of $12 per hour, we es-
timate this is going to add to our 
break-even budget currently anoth-
er $20,000 to our annual budget,” 
she said.

Corns said the funds would help 
put a dent into the $20,000 budget 
deficit that the association is an-

ticipating. The group is also plan-
ning to request annual financial 
assistance from the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors.

“Our hope is that we the town, 
the county, and the park board, can 
all work together for the common 
goal of supporting our local pool, 
which in turn supports our county, 
and our town businesses as well as 
tourism by bringing in other people 
from other places who visit our local 
park and pool,” she said.

Corns said the funds will be ear-
marked specifically for chemicals, 
maintenance, repairs, and utilities, 
which will free the park’s board up 
to pay employees.

She also has researched and con-

Public hearing 
scheduled for 
tax rate

By Taylor Boyd
A public hearing will 

be held at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 29, 
as the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors 
considers setting the 
real estate tax rate.

The decision to hold 
the public hearing was 
scheduled after the 
board approved setting 
the rate not to exceed 
73 cents per $100 of 
assessed value for the 
fiscal year 2023-2024. 
That is the same rate 
as in the current fiscal 
year.

In other matters, the 
board:

*Heard from Mary 
Clement, of the Blue 
Ridge District, who is a 
property owner of Pat-
rick County but a vot-
ing resident of Pittsyl-
vania County.

Clement spoke at a 
previous supervisor 
meeting about seeing 

firsthand acres of solar 
panels, utility towers, 
and solar projects in 
Pittsylvania County.

“I am very glad citi-
zens are speaking out 
publicly concerning 
this topic and I am also 
very glad the county is 
providing public hear-
ings, meetings, and no-
tices to all concerning 
this topic,” she said.

In light of recent 
events, Clement said 
the county is consid-
ering doing away with 
the current ordinance. 
However, she highly 
discouraged that.

“Patrick County’s 
ordinance is quite re-
strictive against solar 
facilities and serves 
as a deterrent to these 
companies whose only 
motive is money, not 
green energy. I urge 
you to keep the cur-
rent ordinance in place 

School board approves proposed budget
By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County School 

Board approved its 2023-24 
proposed budget at a March 14 
meeting.

Schools Superintendent Ja-
son Wood said the school board 
has to present its budget to the 
county administration before 
April 1 each year, according to 
state law.

“We still do not have the new 
calculation tool from the De-
partment of Education (VDOE), 
so they did what was called a 
‘skinny budget’ to correct the 
errors in the 2023 fiscal year 
budget,” he said.

Because the division lacks 
the state numbers, Wood said 
the current budget is based on 
last year’s biennium-released 
calculation tool.

“What we are hearing from 

our vast organization, we are 
able to present our revenue 
budget, which is an estimate,” 
he said.

Once the calculation tool is 
received, the board will recon-
vene and present an amended 
budget to the Patrick County 

Board of Supervisors.
Wood said submitting the 

current working budget will 
ensure the division is in com-
pliance with the state code, and 
“so that the county will know 
what we are requesting for our 

Vipperman qualifies for regional championship

Kendra Vipperman qualified for the 2023 Upper Southeast Regional YMCA Championships to be 
held in Goldsboro, N.C. on March 16-19 in the 50 yard butterfly. (See page 8 for more.)

A map of a proposed project was included in a 2022 letter to affected residents and 
county officials.

Seating became an issue at the March 13 Board of 
Supervisors meeting, with several county residents forced 
to stand during the meeting. County officials have said the 
limited seating arrangement is due to a Covid era court 
order in the room that doubles as one of the county’s 
courtrooms.

The Patrick County School Board approved its 2023-2024 revenue budget 
presentation at a March 14 meeting.

Stuart Parks and Recreation Association member Amy Corns spoke to the Stuart Town 
Council about the need for financial assistance for the pool at DeHart Park.
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Pets of the Week

This handsome male German Shepherd was 
found near Surrey Bank, at Woodland Dr. and 
U.S. 58. His family must be missing him.

This pretty female was found on Ararat High-
way. She would like to go home.

Call the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259 for more information, 
or visit its Facebook page. Adoption fees are $10 
and include spay/neuter and rabies vaccination. 

PAWS offers a free spay/neuter program for 
dogs. Call (276) 694-2378.

Clover Cat Rescue offers a spay/neuter pro-
gram for cats. Call (276) 694-3598.

Patrick Pioneers
Cain Lackey (Part Three)

Preacher Cain Lackey. (Courtesy of Andy Doss)

ONE OF AMERICA’S 60 LARGEST GENERAL CONTRACTORS

TWO-YEAR PROJECT FOR THE 
WIDENING OF RT. 58 IN STUART, VA.

LOVER’S LEAP
PROJECT

Open positions for completion of this project:

 • Heavy Equipment Operators - Excavators, Dozers
    (GPS/Fine Grade), and Loaders
 • Drillers
 • Off-Road Truck Drivers
 • Laborers
 • Mechanics - Heavy Equipment & Preventative
    Maintenance
If interested, please visit www.kokosing.biz/careers OR
visit our office at 19383 Jeb Stuart Hwy, Stuart, VA 24171
Scan the QR code below to visit our careers page.

“TOGETHER WE CAN BUILD IT ALL.”

By Beverly Belcher 
Woody

At the end of our 
journey last week, 
Cain Lackey had just 
married Hattie Virgin-
ia Elgin in 1904. Hat-
tie became the mother 
to his two daughters, 
Malissa and Carrie 
from his first deceased 
wife, and his daugh-
ter and two sons, Ida 
Belle, James Paul, and 
Barney, from his sec-
ond deceased wife.  

In 1905, Cain and 
Hattie had a son 
named William Craw-
ford Lackey. Cain con-
tinued his work in the 
lumber business and 
preaching evenings 
and weekends. Cain 
Lackey was ordained 
as an Elder to the 
Smith River Church 
of the Brethren on Au-
gust 1, 1908; for the 
rest of the story, we 
will refer to him as 
Preacher Lackey. 

Fan favorites, new bands to 
take Front Porch Fest stages

Front Porch Fest dropped the first 
of three line up announcements for 
the annual 4-day music festival to 
be held Aug 31-Sept 3 in Patrick 
County. Held on the front porch to 
the Blue Ridge mountains in Stu-
art, the yearly event weaves togeth-
er a love of music and community 
and the fourteenth annual is set to 
be the biggest yet. In addition to 
the high quality lineup, organiz-
ers are curating a full schedule of 
arts, movement, and nature based 
offerings, a wide variety of vendors, 

and engaging children’s activities, 
ensuring there’s fun for the whole 
family this Labor Day weekend at 
Front Porch Fest 14.

As always, the impressive line-
up spans musical genres providing 
something for all music lovers. Top-
ping the initial line up is the versa-
tile four piece band Dangermuffin, 
who describes its sound as “futile 
to define,” but points to themes of 
nature such as ocean, mountains 
and sun as inspiration for its mu-

Reynolds Homestead launches the spring session of College for Older Adults 

Virginia Tech’s Reynolds Home-
stead in Critz, VA has opened regis-
tration for its spring session of Col-
lege for Older Adults. Classes begin 
April 17 and run through May 26. 
This six-week session of classes is 

presented through the generous 
support of The Landmark Center. 
The variety of opportunities this 
session includes hikes, computer 
class, art offerings, crafting ses-
sions, movement classes, and fun 

day trips. The full schedule of class-
es and activities will be posted on 
the Reynolds Homestead website 
March 20 at www.reynoldshome-
stead.vt.edu.

College for Older adults is a 
semi-annual program lasting six 
weeks in both the spring and fall. 
The sessions offer cultural, intel-
lectual, social, and fitness opportu-
nities for adults ages 50 and older. 
College for Older Adults is perfect 
for: lifelong learners, those curious 
about the world around them, peo-
ple interested in trying new things 
or making new connections, and 
anyone who enjoys planned outings 
and activities.

The membership fee for COA 
is $60 and includes tuition for all 
weekly classes along with special-
ty one-time offerings. Some class-

es such as art/crafts classes, make 
and takes, and field trips may have 
additional supply or transportation 
fees. A hiking only track is avail-
able for $30 and includes six guided 
hikes. Payments may be made on-
line by credit or debit card, or via 
check made payable to Treasurer 
of Virginia Tech. Online and print-
able registration options can be ac-
cessed from Reynolds Homestead’s 
Facebook page and website. Paper 
catalogs are available at Reynolds 
Homestead, the Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce and Blue 
Ridge Regional Library. 

For more information contact 
Melanie Gilbert,  Assistant manag-
er for Community Engagement Pro-
grams at mtgilbert68@vt.edu or by 
calling (276) 694-7181 ex.22.

For the next twelve 
years, Preacher Lackey 
preached at Rock Hill 
Church of the Breth-
ren in Floyd every sin-
gle Sunday. Lackey did 
all this while supervis-
ing a road crew that 
was improving Route 
8 up Floyd Mountain. 
This road crew em-
ployed convicts and 
local members of the 
community, working 
together.  
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Arrests reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 

the following:
*John Lincoln Turner, 35, of Willis, was 

charged March 8 with probation violation. 
Henry County made the arrest for Patrick 
County.

*Justice Leigh Denny, 26, of Martinsville, 
was charged March 8 with fail to appear. Hen-
ry County made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Jay Thomas Goins, 32, address unknown, 
was charged March 8 with probation viola-
tion. Sgt. L.K. Carroll, Jr. was the arresting 
officer.

*Keith Allen Charles, 35, of Patrick Coun-
ty Jail, was charged March 9 with probation 
violation. Deputy T. Dalton was the arresting 
officer.

*Bobby Ray Barker, 32, of Collinsville, was 
charged March 10 with fail to appear. Lt. 
Dustin Foley was the arresting officer.

*Anthony Leroy Brannon, 57, of Jonesville, 
SC, was charged March 11 with one count 
each abduction and malicious wounding. Dep-
uty I. Wood was the arresting officer.

*Chrystal Kathleen Luckado, 33, of Stuart, 
was charged March 11 with fail to appear. Lt. 
D.L. Foley was the arresting officer.

Funds available to increase critical 
meat processing capacity

Applications for a special 
funding round aimed at in-
creasing the number of meat 
processing facilities in South-
west Virginia are being sought 
by the Tobacco Region Revi-
talization Commission.

This funding from the com-
mission seeks to meet the 
needs of local producers who 
have made it clear that ad-
equate meat processing ca-
pacity does not exist in the 
region. This is a critical is-
sue for producers as lengthy 
and unpredictable wait times 
for processing of their ani-
mals, combined with the long 
distances often required to 
get their animals to the pro-
cessing facility, contribute to 
greatly decreased profitability 
and make it much more diffi-
cult for these family business-
es to continue operating. 

Currently, producers are 
seeing wait times for process-
ing extending out a year or 
more and are often required to 
transport their animals hun-
dreds of miles, at great cost, 
when they are able to obtain 
time at a facility. Simply put, 
this is not sustainable and 
should this unavailability of 
processing capacity continue 
it will likely result in the loss 
of long-time producers who 
are unable to bear the costs 
associated with these long and 
unpredictable wait times and 
excessive transportation costs 
to bring their product to mar-
ket.

John Rhudy, owner of 
Rhudy Livestock in Burke’s 
Garden said, “The number of 
processing facilities, especial-
ly USDA inspected facilities, 
has decreased dramatically 
over the years. The remain-
ing facilities are booked up six 

months to a year in advance. 
It is extremely difficult to get 
an appointment, and virtual-
ly impossible on short notice. 
With the eat local movement 
in full swing and the mem-
ory of the 2020 shutdowns 
still fresh, people want ac-
cess to local meats, as well as 
the opportunity to have their 
own home-raised animals pro-
cessed locally. Locally-owned 
and operated USDA inspected 
facilities are needed for farm-
ers and ranchers to have the 
opportunity to direct market 
their products, which gives 
them the chance to be sustain-
able and stay in business.”

To help meet this need the 
commission will award up to 
$2.5 million in total funding 
for projects that create new 
USDA certified meat process-
ing capacity within the South-
west Virginia Region. Priority 
will be given to facilities that 
are capable of serving multiple 
localities.

“This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for the Tobacco Com-
mission to play a major role 
in addressing an important 
issue that our agricultural 
community is facing”, said To-
bacco Commission Vice-Chair, 
Delegate Will Morefield. “This 
added capacity will help keep 
family farms in business by 
reducing the uncertainty, long 
wait times and high transport 
costs many of them are cur-
rently facing when trying to 
bring their products to mar-
ket. The Commission has long 
prided itself on listening to the 
needs of our communities and 
taking action. This funding is 
a great example of our com-
mitment to doing just that.”

Over the years the commis-
sion has constantly evolved to 

meet the needs of the commu-
nities it serves and this fund-
ing round is a perfect example 
of that. As the commission con-
tinues the work of developing 
a diverse economy in Southern 
and Southwest Virginia it en-
courages its partners to com-
municate their needs when-
ever they feel the commission 
may be able to help. 

The deadline to apply for 
this special funding round is 
June 1.

For more information on this 
special funding round, includ-
ing program guidelines, visit 
www.revitalizeva.org.

Kaine, Warner help lead effort to 
save rural hospitals

U.S. Sens. Tim Kaine, 
D-Richmond, and Mark Warner 
were among those to reintro-
duce the  Save Rural Hospitals 
Act - legislation to help curb the 
trend of hospital closures in ru-
ral communities by making sure 
hospitals are fairly reimbursed 
for their services by the federal 
government.

First introduced in 2020 as 
a response to the  record num-
ber of rural hospitals that closed 
in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, 33 nationwide since 
2020, the Save Rural Hospitals 
Act  would amend the flawed 
Medicare Area Wage Index for-
mula that has disproportionate-
ly harmed rural and low-income 
hospitals. Currently, many hos-
pitals in rural areas lack the 
resources available to those in 
more populated areas to offer 
competitive salaries. Due to 
those salary differences, rural 
hospitals receive lower reim-
bursements from the federal 
government, which contributes 

to their lack of resources and 
perpetuates a harmful staffing 
crisis.  

  The  Save Rural Hospitals 
Act  would establish a national 
minimum of 0.85 for the Medi-
care Area Wage Index, which 
is used to adjust a hospital’s 
overall payment from the Medi-
care program on the basis of 
geographic differences in labor 
costs, to ensure that rural hos-
pitals receive fair payment for 
the care they provide. In Vir-
ginia alone, 16 hospitals across 
the Commonwealth would ben-
efit from this floor being put in 
place.

“Rural hospitals across the 
country and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia are struggling to re-
cruit and retain quality health 
care professionals,”  said War-
ner., D-Alexandria  “This legis-
lation aims to ensure that all 
hospitals are able to deliver ap-
propriate care by attracting em-
ployees and compensating them 
fairly for their lifesaving work 

– regardless of where they are 
located.”

The Save Rural Hospitals 
Act  would offer a permanent 
fix to Medicare’s unfair Wage 
Index, which is harming rural 
and low-income hospitals. Earli-
er this year, the senators and a 
bipartisan group sent a letter to 
CMS Administrator Chiquita 
Brooks-LaSure requesting a 
four-year extension of the cur-
rent Low Wage Index Hospital 
Policy, which serves as a tem-
porary fix, raising the payments 
of hospitals in the bottom wage 
index quartile.

“Rural hospitals must have 
the capacity to recruit and retain 
high-quality professionals to 
serve their communities,”  said 
Beth O’Connor, Executive Di-
rector of the Virginia Rural 
Health Association.  “The Save 
Rural Hospitals Act by Senators 
Warner, Kaine, and Blackburn 
will help ensure the Common-
wealth’s rural hospitals can con-
tinue to do just that.”

Unemployment rate 
increased in January

Virginia’s seasonally 
adjusted unemploy-
ment rate increased 
in January to 3.2 per-
cent, which is 0.3 of 
a percentage point 
above the rate from a 
year ago. According 
to household survey 
data in January, the 
labor force increased 
by 17,127 to 4,487,399 
as the number of un-
employed residents 
increased by 5,013 to 
144,754. The num-
ber of employed resi-
dents rose by 12,114 
to 4,342,645. Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate 
continues to be be-
low the national rate, 
which edged down-
ward to 3.4 percent.

The Common-
wealth’s labor force 
participation rate rose 
to 65.4 percent in Jan-
uary. The labor force 
participation rate mea-
sures the proportion of 
the civilian population 
age 16 and older that 
is employed or actively 
looking for work.

Virginia’s nonagri-
cultural employment, 
from the monthly es-
tablishment survey, 
rose by 19,700 jobs in 
January to 4,131,600. 
December’s prelim-
inary estimate was 
revised up by 14,000, 
adding to that month’s 
job gain. In January, 
private sector em-
ployment increased 
by 20,400 jobs to 
3,411,900 while pub-
lic sector employment 

declined by 700 to 
719,700. A decrease 
within that sector oc-
curred in state gov-
ernment (-1,900 jobs), 
while federal govern-
ment grew by 900 jobs 
and local government 
rose by 300 jobs over 
the month.

Employment rose in 
eight of eleven major 
industry sectors and 
declined in three. The 
largest job gain during 
January occurred in 
professional and busi-
ness services, with an 
increase of 8,700 jobs 
to 816,500. The sec-
ond largest increase 
occurred in leisure and 
hospitality (+6,900 
jobs) to 408,300. Edu-
cation and health ser-
vices was third, with 
a gain of 2,400 jobs, 
rising to 570,200. Oth-
er increases included 
miscellaneous ser-
vices (+1,100 jobs) to 
195,500, finance (+600 
jobs) to 214,800, con-
struction (+400 jobs) 
to 215,100, manufac-
turing (+400 jobs) to 
245,700, and trade, 
transportation, and 
utilities (+200 jobs) to 
667,500. The largest 
job loss during Janu-
ary occurred in gov-
ernment (-700 jobs) to 
719,700. The second 
largest decrease oc-
curred in information, 
with a decrease of 200 
jobs to 71,200. The 
third largest loss oc-
curred in mining with 
a decrease of 100 jobs 
to 7,100.

Revenues are ahead of projections 
General fund revenue col-

lections for February 2023 
were 1.2  percent higher in 
the first eight months of FY 
2023,  compared to the same 
period the previous year, ac-
cording to Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin. Relative to the official 
forecast updated in Decem-
ber, unadjusted general fund 
revenues are ahead of fore-
cast by $111.3 million year-
to-date. 

“February’s revenue num-
bers confirm that our De-
cember forecast continues to 
accurately represent that we 
will have a multi-billion-dol-
lar surplus,”  said Youn-
gkin.  “Virginians remain 
overtaxed, and the Common-
wealth has abundant resourc-
es available to lower costs 
and cut taxes for families and 
local businesses. At the same 

time, we can make critical in-
vestments to transform our 
behavioral health system, 
invest in education and law 
enforcement, and strengthen 
communities across Virginia. 
With the continuing uncer-
tainties in the global economy 
and recent turbulence at U.S. 
banks, Virginia remains in a 
position of strength to deliver 
services and reduce taxes for 
Virginians.” 

“February revenue col-
lections came in ahead of 
plan” said Secretary of 
Finance Stephen Cum-
mings. “Results have exceed-
ed expectations based upon a 
stronger than expected econ-
omy since we issued our fore-
cast. In accordance with that 
forecast, we continue to ex-
pect an economic downturn to 
occur, albeit later than orig-

inally anticipated. Overall, 
results year-to-date support 
our outlook, and we continue 
to have confidence in our De-
cember forecast.” 

 Traditionally, February is 
one of the smallest revenue 
collection months and marks 
the beginning of the tax filing 
season when refunds for the 
2022 tax year begin to be is-
sued. Slowdowns in revenue 
sources such as withholding 
collections  were largely an-
ticipated and included in the 
December forecast. Unantici-
pated weakness in corporate 
income and deed recordation 
tax collections is being offset 
by higher interest income. 
March collections will provide 
additional insight into indi-
vidual refunds for the filing 
season. 

Cybersecurity Event to be 
Hosted by NCI, others

The New College Institute (NCI), in 
partnership with Virginia Society for 
Technology in Education (VSTE), and 
Virginia Department of Education’s 
K-12 IT Advisory, will host a cyber-
security experiential planning event 
titled  “Incident Response is a Team 
Sport.” The event is set to take place on 
March 30 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at 
NCI in Martinsville.

The event is targeted at K-12 lead-
ership including IT professionals, cy-
bersecurity experts, and educators in-
terested in learning more about and 
planning for incident response and 
management. The event will feature 
presentations from experts in the field 
including Dr. Tara Nattrass from Dell 
Technologies, Dr. David Raymond from 
Virginia Tech Cyber Range, Philip Har-
mon from Woods  Rogers Vandeventer 
Black PLC, Roanoke, VA, and  Sergio 
Orellana  of BinaryLab.  Topics such 
as threat intelligence, incident re-
sponse planning, and best practices 
for managing cyber incidents will be 
addressed. The objective for the day is 

for schools to leave with a draft of an 
Incident Response Plan (IRP) if they do 
not already have one, or to enhance the 
one they already have as a result of in-
teracting with cybersecurity and legal 
experts during the day.

“We are thrilled to host this event 
and bring together experts in the field 
to share their insights and experiences 
with our attendees,” said Dr. Susheela 
Shanta, Coordinator of K-12 Programs 
& Institutional Data for NCI. “Cyber-
security threats are becoming increas-
ingly sophisticated and widespread, 
and it’s more important than ever for 
K-12 educational institutions to have a 
robust incident response plan in place. 
Our event will provide attendees with 
valuable knowledge and skills to help 
them better manage cybersecurity in-
cidents and protect their organizations 
from potential threats.”

To register for the event and view 
the full agenda, please visit the NCI 
website at https://newcollegeinstitute.
org/event/incident-response-is-a-team-
sport-vste-nci-event/.
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1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

New report shows number of 
Virginia farms, farm acreage 
remained steady last year

A new report by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture shows the num-
ber of Virginia farms remained the 
same from last year, bucking a na-
tional trend of farm declines.

According to the recently released 
USDA  Farms and Land in Farms 
2022 Summary  report, the total 
number of farms in Virginia in 2022 
was 41,500, unchanged from 2021. 
The total Virginia land in farms also 
remained unchanged from the previ-
ous year, with 7.7 million acres and 
an average farm size of 186 acres in 
2022.

“The number of Virginia farms has 
been trending lower since at least 
2012, so maintaining the number 
of farms in 2022 is good,” said Tony 
Banks, senior assistant director of 
agriculture, development and in-
novation for Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation. “It may speak well of 
our diversity among the numerous 
farm types here, or it may be a re-
flection of improvements in on-farm 
gross margins coming out of state 
and federal COVID-19 response.”

While the commonwealth’s un-
changed farm and farmland num-
bers are welcome news, it’s too early 
to tell if the overall trend in farm de-
clines is slowing or reversing in Vir-
ginia, Banks noted. Since 2015, Vir-
ginia’s farmland has shrunk from 
approximately 8.1 million acres to 
7.7 million acres, with around 3,200 

farms lost.
“Aside from increased competition 

from development and solar energy 
projects and the aging farmer pop-
ulation, the last three years have 
witnessed tremendous pressure on 
farm margins and expenses, as well 
as additional supply chain disrup-
tions due to the war in Ukraine,” 
Banks explained.

Nationally, the number of farms 
in 2022 is estimated at 2,002,700, 
down 9,350 farms from 2021. Total 
farmland also decreased, by nearly 2 
million acres since 2021, resulting in 
893,400,000 farmed acres last year.

The overall declining rate of farms 
and farmland is an issue that weighs 
heavily on those involved in farm-
ing. Banks noted that factors like 
economic pressure, families leaving 
the farm and high operating costs 
cause many producers to shut down. 
Additionally, high startup costs pro-
hibit many from entering farming.

“It’s worrisome that we continue 
to lose farms, especially mid-sized 
farms,” he said. “We saw what can 
happen when our food system relies 
on a few businesses to process and 
distribute food. We need to main-
tain as much production diversity 
and flexibility as we can. Otherwise 
we can expect to see greater con-
centration of food production at the 
farm level and a greater potential to 
weaken our country’s food security.”

sic. Returning with powerhouse vo-
cal performances, Caitlin Krisko & 
the Broadcast hail from Asheville, 
N.C., and captivate audiences with 
a perfect balance of power and vul-
nerability.  

Front Porch Fest fan-favorite, 
Winston-Salem’s Big Daddy Love 
is no gentle string quartet and has 
been described as “a blend of rock, 
bluegrass, southern soul, and psy-
chedelic jams,” and will be return-
ing for another year with fresh 
arrangements and soon to be an-
nounced special guests. Seven piece 
Americana Brass band The Judy 
Chops will be back on the FPF stag-
es with its chameleon-like arrange-
ments and modern take on vintage 
sounds. Richmond’s The Wilson 
Springs Hotel will be making its 
Front Porch Fest debut and will 
surely have the audience dancing 
to tones of traditional country and 
western swing, bluegrass, folk, and 
rock that create a unique and indi-
vidual sound. The cutting edge Isaac 
Hadden Organ Trio redefines the 
modern organ trio and carves out a 
distinct voice in the world of funk, 
jazz, rock, and R&B. Local groovy 
blues band, Slick Jr & the Reac-
tors brings its unique perspective 
to the blues with a blend of original 
materials and groovy covers. Eclec-
tic, familial folk-rock group Strik-
ing Copper effortlessly combines 
rhythm-driven rock, haunting vocal 
arrangements, and harmony-rich 
Americana. Featuring soaring gui-
tar and pedal steel over a heavy 
groove, Marvelous Funkshun has 
toured the Southeast heavily since 
2014 with dynamic, foot-stomping 
get downs. If Jerry Garcia and Tom 
Waits made an Appalachian music 
duo, it might sound a little like the 
Brown Mountain Lightning Bugs, 
which blends the traditional with 
the trippy to create original mu-

sic which has been called folk(ish). 
With many more bands to come over 
two more announcements, this ini-
tial drop has something for every-
one in the family to enjoy. Whether 
your favorite band is on the bill, or 
you’re looking for fresh, new music 
from singer-song writers to nation-
ally touring powerhouses, the cali-
ber and diversity of music at Front 
Porch Fest promises to deliver.

Tickets are available online now 
and guests can choose from 4-day 
general admission tickets or a 
limited supply of VIP tickets that 
include meals, drinks, FPF swag 
and discounts. Day tickets will be 
released in the coming months. 
Limited quantities of car camping 
tickets remain. Tent camping does 
not require a pass. The festival is 
a family friendly event and chil-
dren 12 and under are free but do 
require a ticket. The festival fea-
tures delicious food vendors, tasty 
libations and eclectic and creative 
merchandise vendors to ensure an 
enjoyable weekend. For additional 
information, to see the lineup, and 
to purchase tickets for this unfor-
gettable weekend, search for Front 
Porch Fest on social media or visit 
the website at www.frontporchfest.
com. 

FPF is produced by One Family 
Productions, a non-profit organi-
zation with the mission of promot-
ing and supporting community en-
richment and growth. OFP creates 
impactful partnerships and events 
that are accessible, innovative and 
engaging. Proceeds from this event 
are donated to local charities such 
as the Patrick County Communi-
ty Food Bank, Caring Hearts Free 
Clinic of Patrick County and others. 
More information about the com-
munity impact of One Family Pro-
ductions and ways to get involved 
can be found at onefamilyproduc-
tions.org.

official Jason Brown, Susan Tripp, 
Renewable Energy PBR Coordinator 
with the DEQ, wrote that Fairy Stone 
Solar, LLC filed a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) for a proposed solar project in 
Patrick County. 

The email noted that the DEQ re-
ceived the NOI from Fairy Stone So-
lar, LLC on December 10, 2021. A 
notice was published in the Virginia 
Register of Regulations  on January 
31, 2022 as required by law, Tripp 
wrote.  

The  Permit by Rule (PBR) Solar 
regulations  state that applicants 
should furnish an NOI to DEQ 
as  early in the project development 
process as practicable,  but certainly 
after the applicant believes that the 
proposed project can meet local land 
use requirements.  

“Submittal of an NOI is one of 15 
provisions required by the Solar PBR 
regulations,” Tripp wrote in the email. 
“To receive authorization to construct 
and operate a small solar energy 
project, an applicant must submit a 
complete application to DEQ which 
includes all of the 15 provisions of the 
Solar PBR.”  

Portions of the provision require an 
applicant to furnish the DEQ a certi-
fication by the governing body of the 
locality or localities wherein the small 
renewable energy project will be locat-
ed that the project complies with all 
applicable land use ordinances; 

According to DEQ’s solar guidance 
document, the local government cer-
tification should either be a letter on 
official letterhead stationery from a 
responsible official of the local gov-
ernment (e.g., county administrator 
or his designee) or the Local Govern-
ing Body Certification Form found in 
the solar guidance. The certification 
is required to ensure the project com-
plies with all applicable land use or-
dinances. 

Tripp noted that the “DEQ 
has  NOT  received a solar PBR ap-
plication or a signed local governing 
body from Fairy Stone Solar, LLC,” 
in the email. “Because solar project 
siting approval is  determined by lo-
calities, DEQ recommends that you 
consult with your County Attorney to 
consider whether the proposed proj-
ect, Fairy Stone Solar, is consistent 
with Patrick County’s comprehensive 
plan, local ordinances, and any other 
applicable laws.”

Tripp could not be reached for ad-
ditional comments or to explain the 
process.

A letter from Jeanne Trabulsi, of 
the Vienna-based Virginia Coalition 
for Human Rights, also noted that 
a solar company planned to locate 
in the county. It was dated Dec. 10, 
2022, and distributed to 12 affect-
ed residents/landowners in Patrick 
County - primarily to those in “the 
community that directly surrounds 
the proposed solar site of Fairy Stone 
Solar,” she said. 

Copies also were sent to the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors and the 
Planning Commission, Trabulsi said. 

“Did you know that your property is 
located near a proposed 12MW solar 
facility in Stuart named Fairy Stone 
Solar,” the letter asked. The project, 
it explained, would be built “on 169 
acres (between Commerce Street and 
the South Mayo River).”

The letter suggested residents dis-
cuss the proposal with the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors and/or 
the Planning Commission at the re-
spective December meetings. 

A map of the proposed project 

(pictured) also was included, along 
with the caption - Fairy Stone Solar, 
LLC—Two parcels outlined in purple 
owned by Five Rock Cidery, LLC in 
Bellview, Florida. The cross-hatched 
area represents the flood zone of the 
South Mayo River.

Jim Best, the agency’s SW Virginia 
coordinator, also presented a slide-
show about the proposed project to 
the Planning Commission on Janu-
ary 17.

 
 A map of a proposed project was 

included in a 2022 letter to affected 
residents and county officials.
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but review it from the 
perspective of these 
companies and their 
motive to see if further 
revisions are needed to 
the ordinance to pro-
tect the county,” she 
said.

Clement said trying 
to figure out who real-
ly owns the companies 
is confusing, especial-
ly when many of the 
LLCs are owned by 
other corporations. 

“I also encourage 
you to review the ordi-
nance, application pro-
cess, and documenta-
tion itself and consider 
requiring any LLC 
applicant to disclose 
their true business 
type of organization 
and ownership, compa-
ny contracts, years in 
business, lists of proj-
ects completed and un-
der construction, and 
contract lists of other 

localities as reference 
checks on why they re-
ally are and the qual-
ity of work they could 
perform and even re-
quire audited financial 
statements or similar 
financial documents be 
submitted,” she said. 

Clement also sug-
gested the county 
should review the 
ordinance for any 
third-party consul-
tants or contractors 
needed and ensure 
the third parties are 
selected by the county 
but paid for by the so-
lar company.

She suggested the 
board and community 
visit www.citizensfor-
resonsible solar.org 
for more information 
about solar companies. 

*Heard from Jamie 
Clark, of the Peters 
Creek District, about 
an alleged solar panel 
farm on South Mayo 
Drive.

Clark said reports in 
some print media state 
the former county ad-
ministrator signed off 
on a request to have 
a solar farm installed 
on South Mayo Drive 
in Stuart on Oct. 22, 
2021, without being re-
viewed by the county’s 
building inspector or 
Planning Commission. 

“Now, my neighbors 
and I are being forced 
to have another un-
wanted development 
in our neighborhood. 
Several years ago, a 
local junkyard moved 
into our community, 
and we had no recourse 
to keep a commercial 

business out of our res-
idential community,” 
he said.

Clark said this is not 
the only proposed solar 
farm in the works for 
the county.

“In recent days, I’ve 
learned about two oth-
er solar farms that are 
in the works, and both 
of these locations are 
less than five miles 
from the proposed 
South Mayo Drive 
site,” he said.

He noted the coun-
ty currently has a cell 
tower ordinance that 
regulates the distance 
between cell towers, so 
the county isn’t clut-
tered with towers and 
blinking lights. He 
wants any future ordi-
nance involving solar 
farms to include this 
language. 

Clark said the coun-
ty does not have a zon-
ing ordinance.

*Heard from Jane 
Fulk, a member of the 
Planning Commission 
and of the Dan Riv-
er District, about the 

county’s Comprehen-
sive Plan.

As the county does 
not include zoning, 
Fulk said the county’s 
comprehensive plan 
needs to have in it 
about renewable ener-
gy.

Fulk requested all 
correspondence re-
garding solar or re-
newable energy be 
forwarded to Larry 
Crowley, chairman of 
the Planning Commis-
sion.

“We have a great 
deal of correspondence 
that we never got. We 
didn’t know anything 
about it. In fact, I got 
some more today,” she 
said.

Fulk said she doesn’t 
know who’s in charge 
of getting it and knows 
the board doesn’t get 
it, “but some way, it 
goes through the ad-
ministration process 
and whoever gets it, I 
would like for you all to 
make sure they send it 
to the chairman of the 
Planning Commission 

so we can be up to date 
and not go in cold,” she 
said.

*Approved the meet-
ing minutes.

*Approved the bills, 
claims, and appropria-
tions.

*Heard an update 
from Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Director Rebecca Ad-
cock.

*Heard an update 
from Tourism Coordi-
nator James Houchins.

*Appointed Barbara 
Jo Newton to the Pub-
lic Service Authority 
(PSA).

*Heard supervisors’ 
reports.

*Heard an update on 
DMV hours. Assistant 
County Administrator 
Donna Shough said the 
DMV Select is current-
ly training two new 
employees. The DMV 
will be closed on March 
14, and March 20-24 
for training.

“There may be addi-
tional closure hours in 
March and April for 
inventory and further 

training. So, we’re ask-
ing for patience and 
understanding while 
the DMV Select is in 
this transition period,” 
she said.

*Approved Shough 
as the third check sig-
nature for payroll and 
vendor checks until a 
county administrator 
is named.

*Approved Emergen-
cy Management Ser-
vice (EMS) equipment 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
through the FY23 capi-
tal equipment fund.

*Scheduled a public 
hearing for April 17 
to discuss a school bus 
video surveillance or-
dinance. 

*Adopted a resolu-
tion of a Governing 
Body for a Jail Vehicle 
grant. Shough said the 
Patrick County Sher-
iff’s Office is eligible 
for a 75 percent grant 
of up to $50,000 to pur-
chase two-three vehi-
cles.

*Introduced Travis 
Murphy as the new 
Recreation Director. 

Buying or selling 
real estate?

Call us today!

Edd Martin, Broker
276-952-5008

Stephen Henderson
276-229-9684

Margaret Blevins
276-629-5376

Vicki Porter
276-694-6563

Pam Joyce
276-732-0802

Cameron Kolinski
276-340-8181

Deana Clark
276-229-7937

18376 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA 24171

276-694-5002
valandsales.com

Mary Beth Clement spoke about solar during the meeting.

Jane Fulk, of the Planning Commission and former 
supervisor of the Dan River District, said the commission 
will hold a public hearing at 6 p.m. on March 21 to discuss 
the county’s Comprehensive Plan. That hearing will be 
held in the Community Room at the Stuart site of Patrick & 
Henry Community College. 

appropriation.”
The revenue budget is 

$34,827,458.06. The  fiscal 
year 2022-2023 budget was 
$34,847,872.81.

“Our overall total budget 
that we’re projecting is actually 
$20,414.75 less next year than what 
we’re operating this year,” he said.

Wood said the division’s budget 
committee also met with the county 
officials for a budget workshop.

“We had probably the most pro-
ductive meeting I can remember us 
having. Great discussions, and it 
seems from just the discussions we 
had back and forth that they’re go-
ing to include this amount in their 
budget,” he said.

Walter Scott, chairman and of the 
Smith River District also said the 
budget meeting went well. 

“It was the best budget meeting 
I’ve ever been to with the county. 
I think it’s looking really well,” he 

said.
In other matters, the board:
*Discussed the upcoming 2023 

Virginia School Board Association 
(VSBA) Spring Networking Forum.

*Heard from Norma Bozenmayer 
about the recent Distinguished Pat-
rick Countian Assembly. 

*Approved the personnel report 
as amended.

*Heard the superintendent’s re-
port.

*Approved the consent agenda.
*Approved the elementary school 

handbook.
*Discussed the revised 1 percent 

sales tax project list.
*Approved directing Wood to seek 

requests for proposals (RFP) for all 
of the projects listed in phase II of 
the 1 percent sales tax project list.

*Directed Wood to meet with 
Patrick County Treasurer Sandra 
Stone and discuss the possibility 
of moving funds into a high-inter-
est account, and any penalties that 
may occur if the funds need to be 

Norma Bozenmayer discussed the Distinguished Patrick 
Countian Assembly. (Contributed by Amy Walker.)
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Weekly SUDOKU

Committee on House Administration
Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith

Thanks to the new Republican 
majority, this Congress my commit-
tee responsibilities have expanded. 
Along with serving on the Energy 
and Commerce Committee, in Jan-
uary I was selected by Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy as one of eight Repub-
licans to serve on the Committee on 
House Administration.

While not well known, the House 
Administration Committee has a 
significant portfolio.

Part of our job is focusing on Cap-
itol Hill, overseeing the daily oper-
ations of the House of Representa-
tives.

Since the beginning of this Con-
gress, our biggest priority has 
been to restore regular order to the 
House, which the Committee hasn’t 
done since 2017.

This includes bringing greater 
transparency and accountability to 
House operations. We’ve had hear-
ings to review each committee’s 
budget requests for the Congress, 
to ensure efficient use of House re-
sources. We’ve also given individual 
Members the opportunity to testify 
on issues under our jurisdiction and 
provide feedback on how we can 
make the People’s House more ef-
fective.

The Committee is also striving to 
make the House more open and ac-
cessible to the American people by 
completely reopening the Capitol 
complex. With the pandemic large-
ly behind us, it’s time for Americans 
to once again have the chance to en-
gage with their Representatives in 
person.

House Administration is also 
tasked with overseeing Capitol se-
curity, including lapses in security 
on Jan. 6, 2021. In fact, we recently 
announced that the Oversight sub-
committee, of which I am a mem-
ber, is launching an investigation 
into the January 6th  Committee, 
created by House Democrats last 
Congress. We will be reviewing not 
only security failures on that day, 
but also whether pertinent infor-
mation about the riot was omitted 
in the Committee’s examination.

The Committee also has broad ju-
risdiction over our federal elections. 
While our role is limited, we do 
provide oversight over the Federal 
Elections Commission and Election 
Assistance Commission.

The Committee also has two joint 
Committee under its jurisdiction, 
which is a committee that consists 
of both Senate and House members. 
I am a member of the Joint Commit-
tee on Printing, which oversees the 
operations of the U.S. Government 
Publishing Office (GPO). It serves, 
by law, as the principal printing or-
ganization for Federal agencies.

Recently, the Republican mem-
bers of the Committee gathered in 
the Capitol for a retreat, where we 

spent two days discussing each of 
our responsibilities as Members of 
the Committee and our goals for the 
next two years,

One of my favorite activities 
during the retreat was visiting the 
Library of Congress, which is under 
the jurisdiction of the Committee. 
Founded in 1800, the Library of 
Congress is one of the largest li-
braries in the world, containing ap-
proximately 173 million items.

While there, we toured the Pres-
ervation Directorate and Conser-
vation Division of the Library, re-
sponsible for the conservation of 
the library’s paper-based special 
collections.

We were shown fascinating pieces 
from our country’s founding, includ-
ing George Washington’s Commis-
sion as General of the Continen-
tal Army and Thomas Jefferson’s 
original rough draft of the Decla-
ration of Independence, written 
from June 12-27, 1776. Also, Fran-
cis Scott Key’s original draft of the 
Star-Spangled Banner.

We had a chance to view a couple 
items belonging to Abraham Lin-
coln, including his second Life Mask 
(made two months before his death, 
plaster was placed on Lincoln’s face 
to preserve his likeness) and notes 
for his Second Inaugural Address. 
We were also shown the contents of 
Lincoln’s pockets from when he was 
assassinated at Ford’s Theatre in 
April 1865.

This opportunity was particularly 
special for me as I have spent many 
years collecting antique paper and 
at one point was a dealer of antique 
paper. A few years ago, I reached 
out to the Library of Congress to in-
quire about a book I inherited from 
my grandmother. Though the li-
brary had one copy, they requested 
to come to my office to see the book 
in person.

A favorite piece in my collection 
was an 18th century printing of re-
cent Acts of the Assembly and a dis-
cussion on the Alien and Sedition 
Acts. I have since donated this piece 
to the Library of Virginia (Virginia’s 
version of the Library of Congress).

Now that it is open again, I en-
courage anyone coming to D.C. to 
visit the Library of Congress where 
you can see incredible mementos 
from our country’s founding and 
throughout our history.

You likely will also stop at one of 
the Smithsonian Institution muse-
ums, which also falls under House 
Administration Committee juris-
diction.

If you have questions, concerns, 
or comments, call my Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg office at (540) 381-5671, 
or via email at  www.morgangrif-
fith.house.gov. 
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Blood Drive set for April 11
Thank you, Patrick 

County. Twenty-one 
equivalent units of 
blood were collected 
which translates to 
helping 63 patients 
with medical issues. 
There were two first-
time donor this month.

Thank you, volun-
teers! They are the 
ones who make your 
donation experience 
as pleasant as possi-
ble. The volunteers 
take time out of their 
schedule to help do-
nors through the gen-
eral process of dona-
tion.  volunteers this 
month were Deborah 
Boswell, Denise Clark, 
William Hines, Betty 
Holt, Harriette Moore, 
Ann Sheppard and 
Jack Vestal. 

Thank you, Brian 
Jessup & Associates 
for supporting Patrick 
County’s oldest blood 
drive this month.

We are always inter-
ested in adding to our 
roster of volunteers. 
If you are interested 
in giving back to your 
community, please 
consider volunteering 
your time with the 
Patrick County Blood 
Drive, the oldest con-
tinuing blood drive in 
the county. Please stop 
by the next blood drive 
or contact one of the 
volunteers for further 
information.

Please remember 
that the American 
Red Cross encourag-
es donors to make an 
appointment for your 

time to donate via in-
ternet at redcross.org 
or by calling 1-800-
733-2767. Walk-ins are 
welcomed but please 
know that your dona-
tion might take longer 
as those with appoint-
ments are accommo-
dated first.

Next month’s blood 
drive is scheduled for 
April 11, Tuesday, 11 
a.m.  – 5 p.m.  at the 
John D. Hooker Build-
ing in Stuart.

Gene Stirewalt,
Stuart

Revenues are ahead 
of projections 

General fund revenue collections 
for February 2023 were 1.2 percent 
higher in the first eight months of 
FY 2023, compared to the same pe-
riod the previous year, according to 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin. Relative to 
the official forecast updated in De-
cember, unadjusted general fund 
revenues are ahead of forecast by 
$111.3 million year-to-date. 

“February’s revenue num-
bers confirm that our December 
forecast continues to accurate-
ly represent that we will have a 
multi-billion-dollar surplus,”  said 
Youngkin.  “Virginians remain 
overtaxed, and the Commonwealth 
has abundant resources available 
to lower costs and cut taxes for 
families and local businesses. At 
the same time, we can make crit-
ical investments to transform our 
behavioral health system, invest 
in education and law enforcement, 
and strengthen communities 
across Virginia. With the continu-
ing uncertainties in the global 
economy and recent turbulence at 
U.S. banks, Virginia remains in a 
position of strength to deliver ser-
vices and reduce taxes for Virgin-

ians.” 
“February revenue collections 

came in ahead of plan” said Sec-
retary of Finance Stephen Cum-
mings. “Results have exceeded ex-
pectations based upon a stronger 
than expected economy since we 
issued our forecast. In accordance 
with that forecast, we continue to 
expect an economic downturn to 
occur, albeit later than originally 
anticipated. Overall, results year-
to-date support our outlook, and 
we continue to have confidence in 
our December forecast.” 

 Traditionally, February is one 
of the smallest revenue collection 
months and marks the beginning 
of the tax filing season when re-
funds for the 2022 tax year begin 
to be issued. Slowdowns in reve-
nue sources such as withholding 
collections  were largely anticipat-
ed and included in the December 
forecast.  Unanticipated weakness 
in corporate income and deed re-
cordation tax collections is being 
offset by higher interest income. 
March collections will provide ad-
ditional insight into individual re-
funds for the filing season. 

Unemployment rate 
increased in January

Virginia’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate increased in 
January to 3.2 percent, which is 
0.3 of a percentage point above the 
rate from a year ago. According to 
household survey data in January, 
the labor force increased by 17,127 
to 4,487,399 as the number of un-
employed residents increased by 
5,013 to 144,754. The number of 
employed residents rose by 12,114 
to 4,342,645. Virginia’s seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployment rate 
continues to be below the national 
rate, which edged downward to 3.4 
percent.

The Commonwealth’s labor force 
participation rate rose to 65.4 per-
cent in January. The labor force 
participation rate measures the 
proportion of the civilian popula-
tion age 16 and older that is em-
ployed or actively looking for work.

Virginia’s nonagricultural em-
ployment, from the monthly estab-
lishment survey, rose by 19,700 
jobs in January to 4,131,600. De-
cember’s preliminary estimate 
was revised up by 14,000, adding 
to that month’s job gain. In Janu-
ary, private sector employment in-
creased by 20,400 jobs to 3,411,900 
while public sector employment 

declined by 700 to 719,700. A de-
crease within that sector occurred 
in state government (-1,900 jobs), 
while federal government grew by 
900 jobs and local government rose 
by 300 jobs over the month.

Employment rose in eight of 
eleven major industry sectors and 
declined in three. The largest job 
gain during January occurred in 
professional and business services, 
with an increase of 8,700 jobs to 
816,500. The second largest in-
crease occurred in leisure and hos-
pitality (+6,900 jobs) to 408,300. 
Education and health services was 
third, with a gain of 2,400 jobs, 
rising to 570,200. Other increases 
included miscellaneous services 
(+1,100 jobs) to 195,500, finance 
(+600 jobs) to 214,800, construction 
(+400 jobs) to 215,100, manufac-
turing (+400 jobs) to 245,700, and 
trade, transportation, and utilities 
(+200 jobs) to 667,500. The largest 
job loss during January occurred in 
government (-700 jobs) to 719,700. 
The second largest decrease oc-
curred in information, with a de-
crease of 200 jobs to 71,200. The 
third largest loss occurred in min-
ing with a decrease of 100 jobs to 
7,100.
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Social Security Matters
By National Social Security Advisor at 
the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens

Ask Rusty – How Do I Withdraw 
My Application for Social Securi-
ty?

Dear Rusty:  I will be 67 next month and 
reached my full retirement age in July 
2022. My wife and I are discussing whether 
we should take Social Security now or wait 
until we are age 70 to get a higher benefit. 
I remember reading that you can start So-
cial Security and, if not needed, pay it back 
within a year and then “reset” to get a high-
er benefit by waiting longer. Please describe 
the steps of this process to take now and 
repay the year’s benefits if we do not need 
them. Signed: Uncertain

 
Dear Uncertain:  Well, to exercise the so-

called “do over option” (which is essential-
ly withdrawing your application for ben-
efits), you need to contact Social Security 
(1.800.772.1213 or your local SS field office) 
and request that your application for ben-
efits be withdrawn. You can also download 
and complete form SSA-521 and deliver the 
same to your local Social Security office. You 
can get that form at this link: www.ssa.gov/
forms/ssa-521.pdf.

This “do-over option” is only available 
within 12 months of the date you submit 
your application and can only be done once 
in your lifetime. If you use it, you will be re-
quired to repay Social Security for all pay-
ments made on your behalf, including not 
only your monthly payments but also any in-
come taxes you had withheld, and any Medi-
care premiums which were withheld from 
your monthly payments (Social Security will 
inform you how much you must repay). Once 
the repayment is made, it will be as though 
you never applied for benefits, meaning your 
benefit amount will be higher when you later 
re-apply (which would also be the case if you 
simply didn’t apply – your benefit entitle-
ment continues to grow until you claim, up 
to age 70 when your maximum SS benefit is 
attained).This process would be the same for 
both you and your wife. 

However, I suggest you consider wheth-
er you really need to withdraw your appli-
cation. Be aware that since you’ve already 
reached your full retirement age (FRA) you 
can claim now and, if you later decide you 
don’t need the monthly SS money, you can 
simply temporarily suspend your benefit 
payments to avoid repaying Social Security 
everything they’ve already paid to you and 
on your behalf (you don’t need to formally 
withdraw your application). By simply sus-
pending (and not withdrawing), your benefit 
amount will start growing again with each 
month your benefits are suspended (about 
.67% more for each month you do not get 
benefits) and you can keep everything you’ve 
already received to the point you suspend 
your payments. To suspend your payments 
just call Social Security at the number pro-
vided above and tell them you wish to sus-
pend your benefits and grow your payment 
amount. While you can only use the with-
drawal process once in your lifetime, you can 
temporarily suspend your benefit payments 
multiple times if necessary.  

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise
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Your Doctor Just Ordered a Test: 
Questions You Should Ask

Many doctors today are be-
having inappropriately— I’m 
not talking about their bedside 
manner, but their test order-
ing habits. Recently, there has 
been a push to try and limit 
certain procedures and tests 
that do not benefit a patient’s 
health. At first this was mostly 
a way for the government and 
insurance companies to control 
costs; however, it has grown to 
become a quality and safety ini-
tiative (see “Choosing Wisely” 
below for more information).

The Issue
Today, many people are giv-

en tests they don’t need. One 
recent study showed that of all 
the people who undergo a first 
time cardiac catheterization 
(or angiogram) that less than 
a third actually went on to re-
quiring angioplasty or coronary 
bypass surgery¹! This means 
that two-thirds of the patients 
were exposed to radiation, had 
an invasive procedure, and 
didn’t need it. Those odds are 
worse than flipping a coin.

We are seeing this same phe-
nomena in noninvasive test-
ing as well, especially cardiac 
stress testing. More and more 
stress tests are being ordered, 
but less and less are abnormal. 
The percentage of stress test 
that are abnormal has dropped 
from 40.9% to only 8.7% over a 
20-year period². This may mean 
we are testing more and more 
lower risk patients who are the 
least likely to benefit from the 
test.   Why is this happening?  
There are multiple reasons:

1.	 Fear of Lawsuits. Doc-
tors want to protect 
themselves from ‘missing 
something’.

2.	 Patient Expectations. Pa-
tients in the USA typical-
ly feel that more care = 
better care.

3.	 Fee for Service Payment 
Model. Doctors get paid 

for doing things, not pre-
venting them.

Why It’s Inappropriate
What’s the big deal if you 

have to get a test and it turns 
out normal? You may not al-
ways recognize it, but there is 
a risk/benefit ratio for every-
thing. Every test will at least 
cost you some time and proba-
bly some money. There is also 
some type of risk: pain with a 
simple blood draw, radiation 
exposure and increased future 
cancer risk, or more serious 
ones such as stroke, heart at-
tack, or even death with an in-
vasive procedure. Besides these 
concerns, there is also a poten-
tial complication that is not 
often talked about called the 
‘slippery slope’. This is when 
one test leads to another, which 
then leads to a procedure that 
ends in a complication. Unfor-
tunately, this often occurs in 
patients who did NOT need the 
first test to begin with.

The JAMA network has pub-
lished a whole series of articles 
on this called “Less is More”. 
The initial case report for this 
series tells about a nurse who 
had non-cardiac chest pain that 
underwent a CT scan that was 
abnormal, then an invasive 
heart catheterization, where 
there was a major complication 
(a coronary dissection which 
is a torn vessel) that required 
emergency bypass surgery, and 
eventually cardiac transplanta-
tion!   The sad part of this sto-
ry is that she did not need any 
tests to begin with and that she 
had no blockages in her heart 
arteries!

Choosing Wisely 
So what can the average person 
do about this? Well, the Ameri-
can Board of Internal Medicine 
(ABIM) along with Consumer 
Reports and almost every ma-
jor medical society has joined 
together to form the “Choosing 

Wisely” initiative. They have 
compiled lists of typically over-
done tests and procedures by 
specialty and are asking both 
doctors and the patients to dis-
cuss the need to do them. This 
approach will hopefully foster 
more open discussion and a 
stronger doctor-patient rela-
tionship (aka therapeutic al-
liance). For more information 
check out: choosingwisely.org.

Suppose you don’t have access 
to the net, or forgot to bring the 
Choosing Wisely list with you, 
what can you do? There are sev-
eral simple questions that you 
can ask your doctor about the 
test that he/she is recommend-
ing for you:

1.	 Do I really need to get 
this done?

2.	 Will the results change 
what you will recommend 
for me to do?

3.	 What do you expect the 
test results to be?  If nor-
mal, why get it?

4.	 What are the risks of 
the test itself and future 
tests/procedures it could 
lead to?

The vast majority of doctors 
mean well, but you still have to 
be your own health advocate. 
Any good doctor will not mind, 
nor be offended, if you question 
their advice.

Sources:
Low Diagnostic Yield of Elec-

tive Coronary Angiography. 
New England Journal of Med-
icine. 2010.

Temporal trends in the fre-
quency of inducible myocardial 
ischemia during cardiac stress 
testing: 1991 to 2009. Journal 
of the American College of Car-
diology. 2013 March.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. 
Written by Harvey Hahn, MD. 
Used by permission from www.
lifeandhealth.org Courtesy 
of LifeSpring – Resources for 
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)

Pool
(cont. from page 1)
tacted recreation departments 
with a public pool within a 75-
mile radius of Stuart, includ-
ing as far as Winston-Salem in 
North Carolina, and all the way 
up to Roanoke.

“DeHart Park is the only pool 
that is not supported financial-
ly through the local govern-
ment. All the facilities that I 
spoke to are funded each year 
by the local government, and 
I’m very proud that we, the De-
Hart Park Pool, have been able 
to maintain a self-sustained 
budget for over 40 years,” she 
said.

Corns added the facilities 
she talked to lose $15,000 to 
$20,000 a year. She also noted 
that DeHart Park is the most 
expensive pool.

“In Winston-Salem, entry 
fees are $2-3” to use the pool, 
she said. “In Galax, their pric-
es are $5 for an adult and $1 
for child. Our prices well ex-
ceed those surrounding us. We 
charge $7 per adult and $5 per 
child, so I don’t feel like we can 
raise our prices any more than 
we already have.” 

Mayor Ray Weiland said the 
council wants to help because 
the pool benefits the whole 

county.
“We have been in a good posi-

tion lately, and I feel like this is 
the kind of thing that I prefer, 
that if we have a little money, 
to spread a little bit around,” he 
said.

Town Manager Bryce Sim-
mons asked what Patrick Coun-
ty’s contribution to the pool was, 
considering DeHart Park is 
owned by the county.

Board member Lindsey Puck-
ett said the county’s normal 
contribution to the pool was 
zero. 

“There is $0 to the pool. Last 
year, I think every park got 
$1,500, so it was fair. The pool 
does not see financial support 
from the county, and there 
have been a lot of discussions 
between us and the supervisors 
trying to give them this infor-
mation, so it’s not new to them 
when we meet like this,” she 
said.

Corns said she has also met 
with several members of the 
board to explain the need and 
show them the numbers.

“To be honest with you, if 
we don’t get assistance, which 
I feel like we’re going to - I’m 
being very positive, that we 
would have to close our doors,” 
she said.

Weiland said the council will 
look into its budget to see if it 
can give additional funds for 
the pool “because we feel like 
it’s an important thing in this 
county to keep that pool going, 
and to give the kids an opportu-
nity to get out there and have 
some fun.”

In other matters, the council:
*Approved the meeting min-

utes.
*Paid the bills.
*Accepted the Downtown Re-

vitalization Plan.
*Discussed derelict proper-

ties.
*Approved going forward 

with blight removals.
*Heard an update on the 

wastewater treatment plant.
*Heard an update on public 

works.
*Discussed town policy.
*Approved an appraisal and 

feasibility study of the Star 
Theater that will be presented 
to the council at a future meet-
ing.

*Discussed painting the ca-
boose.

*Discussed the public works 
position and created a commit-
tee of Rebecca Adcock, Wei-
land, Jeff Houchins, and Terry 
Dalton to look at resumes and 
do the interview process.
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Lady Cougar Softball 
Team Drops First 
Game of Season

Local swimmers go the 
distance in championship meet

Regional 
Honors 
Announced

By Ashlee Mullis

Boys Basketball-
Senior Point 

Guard Jaivontae 
Penn was named 
1st Team All-Region 
2C Player. Penn 
scored 23.2 points 
per game in region 
competition, aver-
aged 6 rebounds, 6 
assists, 3 steals, and 
shot 48% from the 
field, per contest. 
Senior Small For-
ward David Smith 
was named 2nd 
Team All-Region 
2C.  Smith averaged 
a double-double in 
region play, as well 
as the entire season, 
scoring 16.7 points a 
game in region play 
and bringing in 10.7 
rebounds per con-
test. 

Girls Basketball
Senior Missy 

Hazard was named 
1st Team All-Region 
2C.  She averaged 
11.9 points, 6.0 as-
sists, 5.2 rebounds, 
and 4.1 steals per 
game. She had a 
46.1 field goal per-
centage and 40.1- 
3-point goal percent-
age. Hazard plans to 
continue her basket-
ball career at Hol-
lins University.  Ju-
nior Aniya Penn was 
named 2nd Team 
All-Region 2C. Penn 
averaged 9.7 points, 
7.4 rebounds, 2.5 
steals, and 1.7 as-
sists per game. 

Wrestling
2nd Team All Re-

gional honors went 
to Sophomore Ethan 
Cobbler (120), Se-
nior Juan Pablo 
Gutierrez (126), 
Senior Trent Alex-
ander (138), Sopho-
more Paul Pascale 
(215), and Senior 
Ricky Mejia (285).  
Honorable Mention 
went to Senior Jon-
athan Culler (106), 
Sophomore Jackson 
Iacovone (132), Ju-
nior Stephen Spen-
cer (144), Fresh-
man Ben Knight 
(113), Senior Rawl 
Mabe (175), and Se-
nior Tristan Hardy 
(190).	  

Varsity Cougar 
Baseball Gets Two Wins

Varsity Softball Wins Two

Joey Logano drives dominant Ford to victory 
in NASCAR Cup race at Atlanta  

By Reid Spencer  
NASCAR Wire Service  
Deftly maneuvering his No. 22 

Ford through the final two laps of 
Sunday’s Ambetter Health 400, Joey 
Logano finished the NASCAR Cup 
Series race where he started—at the 
front of the field.  

With a push from Christopher 
Bell on the backstretch on the final 
lap, Logano moved to the outside of 
leader Brad Keselowski with huge 
momentum and charged past Kesel-
owski’s No. 6 Ford into the lead.   

Logano pulled down to the inside 
lane through the final two corners 
and crossed the finish line .193 sec-
onds ahead of Keselowski and .194 
seconds ahead of third-place Bell.  

“Yeah, first off so special to win 
Atlanta for me,” said Logano, a Con-
necticut native who began to refine 
his talent racing Legends cars at 
Atlanta. “So many memories of me 
and my dad racing right here on the 
quarter mile. This is the full circle 
for us. So many memories gritting 
over there with the Legends car, rac-
ing, having a big time. 

“Dreaming of going straight at the 
quarter mile and going onto the big 
track. That was always the dream to 
do it. To finally win here means so 
much to me here personally, but the 
team.   

“The Auto Trader Mustang—this 
thing was an animal. Very, very 
fast. Able to lead a ton of laps, race 
really hard there at the end, get a 
good push from the 20 (Bell) to clear 
myself. Huge victory. Nice to get one 
early in the season. Always feels bet-
ter, but what a great day for us.”  

Logano’s first victory of the season 
and first at Atlanta was no surprise. 
On Saturday, the reigning series 
champion led eight Ford drivers into 
the top eight starting positions for 
Sunday’s race.  

Logano won the first stage wire-
to-wire, leading the first 63 laps. In 
Stage 2, he finished second to Team 
Penske teammate Austin Cindric. 
All told, Logano led 140 of the 260 
laps. Keselowski was second with 47 
laps led.  

The victory was Ford’s first of 
the season after Chevrolet driv-

ers claimed trophies in the first 
four events. Logano is the second 
straight driver to win from the pole 
at Atlanta, following Chase Elliott 
last summer.  

Disappointed with second place, 

Keselowski was nevertheless elated 
with the quality of racing in the clos-
ing laps.  

“The coolest thing about this race 
is two veterans showed you can run 

Joey Logano, driver of the #22 Autotrader Ford, leads the field to the green flag to start the 
NASCAR Cup Series Ambetter Health 400 at Atlanta Motor Speedway on March 19, 2023 
in Hampton, Georgia. 

Two local swim-
mers competed with 
the Martinsville Mar-
lins at the 2023 PYSA 
Championship Meet 
earlier this month 
where the team won 
35 individual and relay 
medals.

Kendra Vipperman 
(10) captured a gold 
medal in the 100 yard 
butterfly with a time 
of 1:48.58 and a sil-
ver medal in the 200 
yard individual medley 
with a time of 3:35.14. 
Kipton Vipperman (7) 
placed sixth in the 100 
yard freestyle with a 
time of 1:54.65.

Additionally, Kendra 
Vipperman qualified 
for the 2023 Upper 
Southeast Regional 
YMCA Championships 
to be held in Goldsboro, 
N.C. on March 16-19 in 
the 50 yard butterfly.

Eight YMCA swim 
teams from across 
the region compet-
ed on March 3-5 in 
the Piedmont YMCA 
Swimming Associa-
tion League Champi-
onships at the Salem 
Family YMCA, in Sa-

lem. The Martinsville 
YMCA Marlins swim 
team competed against 
teams from Southside 
Virginia, Franklin 
County, Eden, Alta 
Vista, Alleghany High-
lands, Bedford, and Sa-
lem. The Marlins fin-
ished 5th in the team 
standings.

There were 205 
swimmers at the event, 
ranging in age from 
4-18 years old. Twelve 
Marlin swimmers 
swam at the champi-
onship meet.

The Marlins have 
been practicing since 
September and have 
competed in fifteen 
meets prior to the 
championships. The 
Marlins were coached 
this season by Camer-
on Jones and Hunter 
Goad, both in their sec-
ond seasons.

“Our team has put in 
a lot of practice time, 
and it shows,” Jones 
said. “I am extremely 
proud of them, and I 
am excited to coach an-
other season.”

“Our Marlins fin-
ished the swim season 

strong. I am so proud 
of the dedication and 
hard work each swim-
mer put in at practice 
and meets, and excited 
to see them continue 
their commitment into 
the summer season,” 
Goad said. “We fos-
ter a supportive, yet 
competitive swimming 
atmosphere, and I am 
honored to coach such 
skilled athletes.”

“Working with the 
swim team is the high-
light of my job,” said 
Martinsville YMCA 
Aquatics Director Pa-
mela Foley. “I have 
watched some of these 
kids grow up, and it 
means the world to 
me to see them meet 
their goals. All of them 
make me so proud and 
I can’t wait to see what 
our next season holds.”

The Marlins will 
start to practice again 
on April 10 for the 
summer league. Any 
swimmer, aged 5-17, 
and all levels are invit-
ed to join. Please con-
tact Pamela Foley at 
the YMCA if interested 
in joining the team.

By Ashlee Mullis
The PCHS Varsi-

ty Softball Team lost 
to Dan River 12-11 
in Ringgold, on Mon-
day, March 13. Lau-
ren Fulcher went 4-4 
with 4 RBI’s. Journey 
Moore went 3-4, and 
Madison Greer was 
3-5. Fulcher, Moore, 
and Lilly  Hazelwood 

had a home run each. 
McKenzie Holt was in 
the circle for the Lady 
Cougars, striking out 
9.  Moore finished up 
on the mound. Patrick 
County had the lead 
until the last inning, 
where the Lady Wild-
cat bunt game was too 
much for the Cougars. 

Mckenzie Holt pitches for the win at home. 

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cougars 

had hot bats in Stuart, 
on Thursday, March 
16.  

Patrick County put 
10 runs on the board 

in the 1st inning on 
their way to a 12-2 
win over Floyd Coun-
ty. McKenzie Holt got 
the start for PC, strik-
ing out 9 and giving 
up only 2 runs in the 

win.  Holt also had 2 
hits with 3 RBIs and 
a triple. Lauren Ful-
cher was 3 for 3 with 5 
RBIs and a home run. 
Madison Greer and 
Lilly Hazelwood had 
multiple hits and Ha-
zelwood added a home 
run. 

On Friday, March 
17, the Lady Cougars 
hosted Gretna, getting 
a 10-0 win. Journey 
Moore had the win 
from the circle, strik-
ing out 6 and giving up 
1 hit. Samantha Har-
ris had 2 home runs 
in the game. Mckenzie 
Holt, Journey Moore, 
and Alexis Knight had 
2 hits each in the win.

Jai Penn gets the win on the mound.

By Ashlee Mullis
The Cougars played 

Floyd County Tues-
day, March 14, de-
feating the Buffaloes 
8-2. Jai Penn got the 
start on the mound, 
going 5 innings, strik-
ing out 12, walking 1, 
and allowing no runs. 
Jackson Horton came 
in in relief, pitching 
the remaining two 
innings. Martin Saw-
yers led the Cougars 
at the plate with 2 
hits and 2 RBIs. Penn 

added 2 hits while 
Jackson added a dou-
ble and 2 RBIs. Tuck-
er Swails and Stuart 
Callahan had 1 hit 
each. 

The Cougars host-
ed Gretna on Friday 
night, getting a 9-1 
win. Swails got the 
win on the mound go-
ing 4 innings allow-
ing 1 hit and 0 runs.  
Penn led at the plate 
with 3 hits. Swails 
and Jackson Horton 
had 2 hits each.  
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Cougar Baseball Open 
Season with Win

Tennis Team 
Falls to Floyd
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Pioneers
(cont. from page 2)

Andrew Doss shared the following 
stories about his great-great grand-
father. “Once, they were working 
on the mountain road and Preach-
er Lackey had left to get some 
supplies. The men had finished up 
to the point that Lackey had told 
them to, then they stopped and 
sat around and talked. Lackey re-
turned and said, ‘What in the world 
are you all doing standing around? 
You can’t get no work down with 
your shovels on your back!’”

While Preacher Lackey was man-
aging a road gang, sawmilling, 
and preaching, Doss stated that 
“he rarely missed appointments 
to visit. Many times, he forced 
horses into high water to make it 
across the river. He once preached 
at Roanoke Central Church of the 
Brethren, and the audience said it 
seemed like John the Baptist had 
returned. Everywhere he went, his 
presence was so magnetic that ev-
eryone wanted to meet him, shake 
his hand, or even offer him money. 
It was said that many of the boys 
and girls in the Rocky Knob area of 
Floyd County owed him the cred-
it for starting them on the road to 
happy and productive careers.”

Doss also shared that “By 1919, 
Cain was a prominent prohibition-
ist, a member of the Anti-Saloon 
League, and spoke for Temperance 
groups all over the state. As a fer-
vent Temperance man, Lackey re-
ceived authority to bust stills and 
arrest bootleggers. He would go to 
public places and try to convince 
people to quit drinking and push 
to ban liquor production. One pro-
ducer told him that his liquor didn’t 
hurt anyone in Patrick County. 
Preacher Lackey protested that 
hurting a mother’s boy in New York 
was the same as hurting a mother’s 
boy at home. Of the alcohol problem 
in Patrick County, Lackey said “’I’m 
going to stay here and fight the dev-
il as long as I live.’” 

One of Lackey’s most clever (and 
humorous) examples of his fight 
for sobriety was shared by the late 
Joel Naff, who served as a sum-

mer pastor at Smith River Church 
of the Brethren. Preacher Lackey 
was preaching at an outdoor reviv-
al in the community. Two intoxi-
cated young men began to disrupt 
the services by being loud and dis-
respectful. The sheriff came to ar-
rest the young men and the judge 
allowed Preacher Lackey to pass 
sentence at their day in court. 
Preacher Lackey said to just give 
them a couple of days in jail. The 
judge was surprised by his lenien-
cy, but soon found out what Lackey 
had planned. Once the boys were 
locked up, Lackey brought his Bible 
and began to preach to them! He re-
ported that one of the boys hid in 
the corner of the cell for a while, but 
later came around to listen to the 
Word. Both of these young men lat-
er joined the church. 

Preacher Lackey managed to find 
the time to found Goodwill Church 
of the Brethren and become Super-
visor of the Smith River District of 
Patrick County in 1923. The Smith 
River Church of the Brethren was 
Preacher Lackey’s primary congre-
gation, but he traveled around Vir-
ginia and North Carolina and led 
revival services. Lackey partnered 
with his son-in-law Posey Nolen 
(husband of Malissa) and together 
they rode the circuit on horseback, 
evangelizing homes both in the 
mountains and the lowlands and 
baptizing.  

Preacher Lackey suffered from di-
abetes for many years. As his health 
declined, and despite his wife’s urg-
ing, he desperately tried to attend 
as many church meetings as he 
could. He said, “If there is any good 
going on, I want to be there to enjoy 
it too.” He died on July 3rd, 1933, at 
age of 64 years and 6 months. Posey 
Nolen and S. L. Ross conducted his 
funeral. He was buried in the Elgin 
cemetery.

Thank you so much to Andrew 
Doss for sharing all these wonder-
ful photos and stories about his 
grandfather, Cain Lackey, a man 
to be much admired. Woody may be 
reached at rockcastlecreek1@gmail.
com or 276-692-9626. 

Stuart Callahan opens the season on the mound for the Cougars.

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cougars were defeated by the Lady 

Buffaloes with a 1-8 overall score March 15. In 
singles, Marissa Bentley fell to Emma Schroeder 
6-8, Mia Stowe fell to Alayna Harris 2-8, Madi-
son Mullis fell to Emma Currie 2-8, Cecilia Le-
on-Cisneros fell to Madi Slosher 0-8, Katie Ver-
non fell to Jasmine Locke 3-8, and Shyanne Holt 
falls to Ellie Woods 0-8. In Doubles, Marissa 
Bentley/Mia Stowe defeated Emma Schroeder/
Alayna Harris 8-1, Madison Mullis/Cecilia Le-
on-Cisneros fell to Emma Currie/Jasmine Locke 
2-8, and Katie Vernon/Shyanne Holt fell to Madi 
Slosher/Addie Vest 0-8. 

By Ashlee Mullis
The Patrick County Varsity Base-

ball Team traveled to Dan River, 
on Monday, March 13, getting a 3-2 
win over the Wildcats. Stuart Cal-
lahan got the start and win on the 
mound going 4 innings.  Jai Penn 
got the save while pitching 3 in-

nings. Tucker Swails led the Cou-
gars at the plate going 2-3 with a 
double and an RBI. Jackson Horton 
also added a double and an RBI.  
Hunter Pendleton, Martin Sawyers, 
Stuart Callahan, and Gavin Fain 
also added a hit for the Cougars. 

Prepare now for 
extreme spring weather

Strong winds, tor-
nadoes, hailstorms, 
lightning and flash 
floods – these are just 
some of the severe 
weather events that 
can accompany the 
arrival of spring.

Severe weather can 
strike anywhere and 
anytime. Advance 
planning is the key to 
protecting yourself, 
your loved ones and 
your property – both 
physically and finan-
cially.

The State Corpo-
ration Commission’s 
(SCC) Bureau of In-
surance (Bureau) en-
courages Virginians 
to plan now for the 
possibility of extreme 
spring weather. “As-
sess your risk and 
make sure you have 
the insurance cover-
age you need if severe 
weather causes dam-
age to your home, 
business, vehicles or 
other property,” said 
Virginia Insurance 
Commissioner Scott 
A. White.

The bureau encour-
ages Virginians to 
consider the follow-
ing:

Review your insur-
ance policy and con-
tact your insurance 
agent or company if 

you have any ques-
tions about your cov-
erage.

Create a detailed 
inventory of your be-
longings including 
photos and receipts 
of your property if 
you have them. The 
National Association 
of Insurance Com-
missioners (NAIC) 
provides a  free home 
inventory app  that 
can help you with this 
process. Additionally, 
you can use the NA-
IC’s  Home Inventory 
Checklist  as a guide. 
Store your home in-
ventory checklist and 
insurance policy in-
formation in a secure, 
waterproof location.

Most homeowners 
and renters insurance 
policies do not cover 
losses due to flooding. 
If you believe that you 
may need flood cover-
age, talk to your in-
surance agent about 
how to obtain flood 
insurance or visit the 
National Flood Insur-
ance Program web-
site at  floodsmart.
gov. Keep in mind 
that there is typically 
a 30-day waiting pe-
riod before a flood in-
surance policy takes 
effect.

Automobile oth-
er-than-collision in-
surance coverage, 
often called “compre-
hensive” insurance 
coverage, helps pay to 
repair or replace vehi-
cles if they are stolen 
or damaged by such 
things as fire, water, 
wind, hail, vandal-
ism, glass breakage, 
falling objects or con-
tact with an animal.

If your home, busi-
ness, vehicles or oth-
er property are dam-
aged due to severe 
weather, the Bureau 

recommends that Vir-
ginians keep several 
steps in mind:

Contact your in-
surance company or 
agent as soon as pos-
sible after the danger 
or risk has passed.

Take photos of your 
damaged property 
once it is safe to do so.

Save the receipts for 
the costs of any emer-
gency repairs that are 
needed to prevent fur-
ther damage to your 
property.

If you feel you are 
treated unfairly, con-
tact the Bureau of 
Insurance Property 
& Casualty Consum-
er Services team at 
804-371-9185 or file a 
complaint.

The bureau offers 
free consumer guides 
for homeowners and 
commercial property 
owners with infor-
mation about what 
to do when a disaster 
strikes. These and 
many other consumer 
insurance guides are 
available on the Bu-
reau’s website at  scc.
virginia.gov/pages/In-
surance.

The bureau’s spe-
cially trained staff can 
assist consumers with 
their insurance-relat-
ed questions and con-
cerns. To learn more, 
contact the Consumer 
Services Section of 
the bureau’s Property 
and Casualty Division 
toll-free at 1-877-310-
6560 or in Richmond 
at 804-371-9185.

For additional 
emergency prepared-
ness information re-
lated to various types 
of disasters and haz-
ards, visit the Vir-
ginia Department of 
Emergency Manage-
ment website at  vae-
mergency.gov.
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

dhall@theenterprise.net

OBITUARIES 
Beatrice Hubbard Stovall

Mrs. Be-
atrice Hubbard 
Stovall, age 85 
of Stuart, passed 
away Monday, 
March 13, 2023, 
at Heritage Hall 
Laurel Mead-
ows in Laurel 
Fork, VA.  She 
was born on Au-
gust 5, 1937, in 
Patrick Coun-
ty to the late 
George McKin-
ley Hubbard 
and Bertie West 
Hubbard. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by her 
husband, Billy Richard Stovall:  five 
sisters, Pauline Cruise, Juel Sewell, 
Christine Kirk, Callie Snead, Louise 
Sewell: three brothers, Ralph Hub-
bard, Dayton Hubbard, and Billy 
Hubbard.  Beatrice loved spending 
time with her family. She enjoyed 
gardening, canning, and sharing her 
vegetables with her friends.    She 
loved growing flowers, quilting, and 
reading. She was an avid basketball 
and softball player in high school. 

Surviving is one daughter and son-
in-law, Brenda and Roger Conner of 
Meadows of Dan: three grandchil-
dren, Ashley Hihn and husband, Mi-

chael of Suffolk, 
VA, Roger Con-
ner II of Mead-
ows of Dan, VA, 
Tammy Sarvis 
and husband 
Douglas of 
Aynor SC: two 
great -grand -
children: Han-
nah Grace 
Sarvis and 
Maverick Paul 
Hihn: one sis-
ter, Hope Hub-
bard Harris 
of Meadows 

of Dan, VA, and several nieces and 
nephews.

Graveside services will be held 
Saturday, March 18, 2023, at 2:30 
PM at the Hubbard Family Ceme-
tery with Bill Banks officiating. The 
family will receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at Moody Funer-
al Home. Flowers will be accepted, or 
memorial donations may be made to 
The Patrick County Master Garden-
ers Association c/o Sylvia Cummings, 
1506 Central Academy Road, Stuart, 
VA 24171, or The Patrick County 
Alzheimer’s Association c/o P.O. Box 
1301, Stuart, VA 24171. Online con-
dolences may be sent to www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

Sandra Kay Martin Akers 
Ms. Sandra Kay 

Martin Akers, age 62, 
of Spencer, Virginia 
passed away on Sun-
day, March 12, 2023, 
at SOVAH Hospital of 
Martinsville. She was 
born in Martinsville 
on May 24, 1960, to 
the late Oscar Char-
lie Martin and the 
late Edna Pearl Craig Martin. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by one brother, 
Lonnie Martin, one sister-in-law, 
Angie Martin, and one brother-in-
law, Olin Pendleton. Sandra loved 
flowers, animals, and her family 
dearly. Ms. Akers will be sorely 
missed by all who knew and loved 
her.

Left to cherish the wonderful 
memories of Ms. Akers are three 
sisters and brother-in-law, Shir-
ley Pendleton of Stuart, Virginia, 
Peggy Haynes (Edward) of Stuart, 
Virginia, Betty Sue Martin of Stu-
art, Virginia; two brothers and sis-
ters-in-law, Mike Martin (Gayle) of 
Bassett, Virginia, Kenneth Martin 

(Ann) of Bassett, Vir-
ginia; her lifetime com-
panion, Dewey “Ju-
nior” Penn of Spencer, 
Virginia; several niec-
es and nephews; and 
many special friends.

A funeral service for 
Ms. Akers will be held 
on Thursday, March 
16, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. 

at Moody Funeral Home Chapel 
in Stuart with Pastor Ronald Penn 
and Pastor Burgie Penn officiat-
ing. Burial will follow the service 
in the County Line Church of God 
of Prophecy Cemetery. The family 
will receive friends one hour prior 
to the service at the funeral home 
on Thursday afternoon. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations in 
memory of Ms. Akers may be made 
to the PAWS (Patrick Animal Wel-
fare Society), P.O. Box 743, Stuart, 
VA  24171. Moody Funeral Home in 
Stuart is serving the Akers family, 
and online condolences may be sent 
by visiting  www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

Patricia “Patty” Harris Hazelwood 
Mrs. Patricia “Pat-

ty” Harris Hazelwood, 
age 67, of Stuart, Vir-
ginia went to be with 
her Lord and Savior 
in her heavenly home 
on Monday, March 13, 
2023, at Moses Cone 
Hospital of Greens-
boro. She was born in 
Patrick County on May 
15, 1955, to George William Harris 
and Catherine Biggs Harris. Patty 
was preceded in death by her fa-
ther, George William Harris, moth-
er-in-law, Nancy T. Hazelwood, 
and father-in-law, Homer R. Hazel-
wood.  She was a faithful member of 
High Point Baptist Church.  Every-
one that knew Patty was assured 
of  her love and devotion to the Lord, 
her family, and her community.

Left to cherish the sweet mem-
ories of Patty Hazelwood are her 
loving husband, Danny Hazelwood 
of the home; one son and daughter-
in-law, Michael Hazelwood (Leigh 
Ann) of Stuart; one daughter and 
son-in-law, Misty Hazelwood Rob-
erts (Andy) of Stuart; five grand-
children, Stuart Callahan, Lilly 
Hazelwood, Jackson Callahan, 
Jayden Callahan,  and Lauren Ha-
zelwood, all of Stuart; her mother, 
Catherine Biggs Harris of Stuart; 

two brothers, Kevin 
Harris of Martinsville, 
and George Harris of 
Stuart; one sister, Deb-
bie Handy of Smith 
Mountain Lake; spe-
cial friend, Sandy Da-
vis; several nieces and 
nephews; her beloved 
dog, “Flop”, and many 
dear friends.

A funeral service for Mrs. Patty 
Hazelwood will be held on Friday, 
March 17, 2023, at 12:00 noon at 
Moody Funeral Home Chapel in 
Stuart with Pastor Wayne Moore 
officiating. Burial will follow the 
service in the High Point Baptist 
Church Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends two hours prior to 
the service at the funeral home on 
Friday morning. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations in memory of 
Patty may be made to the Patrick 
County Cougar Club, P.O. Box 225, 
Stuart, Virginia 24171 or to the 
Patrick County Rotary Club, P.O. 
Box 562 or to High  Point Baptist 
Church, 2381 Big A School Road, 
Stuart, VA 24171. Moody Funeral 
Home in Stuart is serving the Ha-
zelwood family, and online condo-
lences may be sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.com.

Jerry Leonard Webb 
Mr. Jerry Leonard 

Webb, age 74, of Mead-
ows of Dan, Virginia 
passed away on Sat-
urday, March 18, 2023 
at Atrium Health-
Wake Forest Baptist 
Hospital. He was born 
in Patrick County on 
July 25, 1948, to the 
late Avery Leonard 
and Joyce Farley Webb. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his brother, Timothy Mark 
Webb. Jerry was a member of Mead-
ows of Dan Baptist Church. He was 
the owner of Jerry and Connie’s 
House of Collectibles and loved his 
customers. Jerry worked for VDOT 
for 30 years. 

Surviving is his loving wife of 51 
years, Connie of the home; a son and 
daughter-in-law, Stacy Matthew 
Webb (Donna) of Quicksburg, VA; 
a daughter, Jennifer Lynn  Schall 
(Todd) of Buchanan, VA; five grand-
children, Bailey Webb, D.J. Schall, 
Cory Schall, Katelynn Schall, 
Emma Schall; three great-grand-
children, Preston, Noah, Violet, 

one sister and broth-
er-in-law, Judy Webb 
Turman (Dexter); four 
nephews; one great 
niece; and a dog, Scrap-
py Doo.

A funeral service for 
Mr. Webb will be held 
on Saturday, March 
25, 2023, at 12:00 noon 
at Meadows of Dan 

Baptist Church with Pastor Shawn 
Carter officiating.    Burial will fol-
low the service in the church ceme-
tery. The family will receive friends 
one hour prior to the service at the 
church. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations in memory of Mr. Webb 
may be made to the Vesta Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 911, Meadows of 
Dan, VA  24120. The family would 
like to extend a special thank you 
to the Vesta Rescue Squad for all 
their dedication and care given to 
Jerry and members of the commu-
nity. Moody Funeral Home in Stu-
art is serving the Webb family, and 
online condolences may be sent by 
visiting www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

Douglas Leon Shuff, Sr. 
Mr. Douglas Leon 

Shuff, Sr., age 74, of 
Woolwine, VA passed 
away Thursday, March 
16, 2023, at Atrium 
Health-Wake Forest 
Baptist Hospital. He 
was born in Patrick 
County on October 24, 
1948, to the late War-
ren G. and Agnes Ror-
rer Shuff. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his father-in-law Hu-
bert Wills, his mother-in-law Ruth 
Wills, his sisters-in-law Pat Shuff 
and Anita Nestor. Mr. Shuff’s love 
for the Lord was shown through his 
dedication of the ministry for over 
50 years. He was a semi-retired 
pastor of New Hope Pentecostal 
Holiness Church in Elkin, NC, and 
a member of the Cornerstone Con-
ference of the International Pente-
costal Holiness Church. He spent 
time each morning in prayer and 
Bible reading. He was a member of 
Buffalo Ridge Pentecostal Holiness 
Church. Mr. Shuff was blessed with 
a loving wife of 52 and a half years, 
three children, eight grandchildren, 
and four grand-dogs, with whom 
he loved spending time with. He 
enjoyed cooking, eating ice-cream, 
gardening, and old cars.

Surviving is his wife, Dorcas 
Wills Shuff of the home; one son 
and daughter-in-law, Douglas Shuff 
Jr. (Emily) of Woolwine, VA; two 
daughters and sons-in-law, Tabitha 
Shuff Sigmon (Steve) of Advance, 

NC, Tonya Shuff 
Randolph (Ronnie) 
of Chesnee SC; eight 
grandchildren, Zach-
ary Randolph, David 
Sigmon, AJ Sigmon, 
Lexie Shuff, Paisley 
Shuff, Nathan Shuff, 
Charlee Shuff, Chris-
topher Shuff; one sis-
ter and brother-in-law, 
Rebecca Shuff Clark 

(Ron); two brothers, Bennett Shuff 
and Barney Shuff; sister-in-law, 
Patti Corum (Willie); brother-in-
law, Bill Nester; and several nieces, 
nephews, as well as, great nieces 
and nephews.

A funeral service for Mr. Doug-
las Leon Shuff, Sr. will be held on 
Saturday, March 25, 2023, at 2:00 
p.m. at Buffalo Ridge Pentecostal 
Holiness Church in Woolwine with 
Pastor Kenneth Terry officiating. 
Burial will follow the service in the 
church cemetery. The family will 
receive friends one and a half hours 
prior to the service at the church 
on Saturday afternoon. The fami-
ly will accept flowers, or memorial 
donations may be made to Glob-
al Outreach-International Pente-
costal Holiness Church, P.O. Box 
12609, Oklahoma City, OK 73157, 
or to Woolwine Volunteer Fire De-
partment, P.O. Box 38, Woolwine, 
VA 24185. Moody Funeral Home in 
Stuart is serving the Shuff family, 
and online condolences may be sent 
by visiting www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 16

1. Is the book of Colossians 
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. Who hid 100 prophets in a 
cave when Jezebel was trying 
to kill them? Obadiah, Achan, 
Rachel, Joseph

3. In Revelation 21:1’s vi-
sion, what will not exist in the 
world to come? Sky, Mountain, 
Sea, Darkness

4. What’s the only animal/
creature in the Bible that tells 
a lie? Serpent, Camel, Donkey, 
Dove

5. In which book is the phrase 

“The nations are as a drop of a 
bucket”? TITLE: None, Gene-
sis, Isaiah, Romans

6. Which city was famous for 
its fallen walls? Derbe, Jeri-
cho, Corinth, Capernaum

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Oba-
diah, 3) Sea, 4) Serpent, 5) Isa-
iah 40:15, 6) Jericho

Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s Ca-
sey’s latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” available in 
bookstores and online.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Live a Lifestyle that 
Brings Glory to the Lord

Rev. J. Leroy Wimbush
Fresh Harvest Christian 

Church (D.O.C.)
Woolwine

As Believers how well are we 
at being representatives of Jesus 
Christ?  Does Jesus approve of 
the way we live for Him? Does our 
lifestyle bring glory to the Lord?  
As followers of Jesus Christ, we 
are to do all things for the glory 
of the Lord. The Apostle Paul in 
2 Timothy 2:14-15 gives His son 
in the ministry, Timothy, instruc-
tions on being an approved worker 
for Jesus Christ.  Paul first says 
to work hard to present yourself to 
God and receive His approval. Key 
thing is to seek God’s approval, 
not man’s.  Again, I ask, does our 
lifestyle bring glory to the Lord?

Paul warns Timothy of the dif-
ficulties of the ministry and urg-
es him to be strong in contrast to 
those who defected. We, too, need 
to be strong in the work of the 
Lord. Our work and service need 
to be pleasing to the Lord.  People 
pleasing can cause us to get over-
whelmed by the different things 
people request.  Does our lifestyle 

bring glory to the Lord?
Timothy was encouraged to be 

faithful and endure hardness, 
which means suffering afflic-
tion. Paul illustrates this truth 
through a soldier, an athlete, and 
a farmer, all of whom suffered pri-
vation. Paul uses two examples, 
the supreme example of one who 
endured such hardship, Jesus 
Christ, and the second one, was 
himself.  

In Romans Chapter 12 verses 
1-2, the Apostle Paul instructed 
the Roman church to give their 
bodies to God because of all he had 
done for them. Let them be a liv-
ing and holy sacrifice, the kind He 
will find acceptable. This is pleas-
ing to Him. Don’t copy the be-
havior and customs of this world 
but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way 
you think. Then, you will learn 
to know God’s will for you which 
is good and pleasing and perfect. 
Then, you will understand a life-
style that brings glory to the Lord.

Do all things for the glory of the 
Lord. Seek His approval. Be faith-
ful and endure. Live a lifestyle 
that brings glory to the Lord.

CHILD FIND
In accordance with Regulation Governing Special Education Programs for Children with Disabilities 
in Virginia, the Patrick County Public Schools wish to announce the availability of special education 
services for those children who qualify..

Special Education services are available in Patrick County Public Schools for those (age birth to 21 
inclusive) who are eligible in the following exceptionalities:
* “Autism” means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal 
communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three, that adversely affects a 
child’s educational performance.  Other characteristics often associated with autism are engagement 
in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change 
in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences.  The term does not apply if a 
child’s educational performance is adversely affected primarily because the child has an emotional 
disturbance.  A child who manifests the characteristics of autism after age three could be diagnosed 
as having autism if the criteria in this definition are satisfied.
* “Deafness” means a hearing impairment that is so severe that the child is impaired in processing 
linguistic information through hearing with or without amplification, which adversely affects 
educational performance.
* “Deaf-blindness” means hearing and visual impairments occurring at the same time, the 
combination of which causes severe communication and other developmental and educational 
problems that cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for children with 
deafness or blindness.
* “Hearing Impairment” means an impairment in hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, that 
adversely affects a child’s educational performance, but which is not included under the definition 
of “deafness” in this section.
* “Intellectual Disability” means significantly sub-average general intellectual functioning existing 
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period, 
which adversely affects a child’s educational performance.
* “Multiple Disabilities” means two or more impairments at the same time (such as intellectually 
disabled, blindness, learning disabled, orthopedic impairment, etc.) the combination of which causes 
such serious educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs 
solely for one of the impairments.  The term does not include deaf-blindness.
* “Orthopedic Impairment” means a severe orthopedic impairment which adversely affects a child’s 
educational performance.  The term includes impairments caused by congenital anomaly (e.g. club 
foot, absence of some member), impairments caused by some disease (e.g. poliomyelitis, bond 
tuberculosis), and impairments from other causes (e.g. cerebral palsy, amputations and fractures or 
burns which cause contractures).
* “Other Health Impaired” means having limited strength, vitality, or alertness, including a heightened 
alertness to environmental stimuli that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational 
environment that is due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit 
disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, 
lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, sickle cell anemia, and Tourette Syndrome.
* “Emotional Disability” is defined as follows: 1) The term means a condition exhibiting one or more 
of the following characteristics over a long period of time and to marked degree, which adversely 
affects educational performance: a. an inability to learn which cannot be explained by intellectual, 
sensory or health factors; b. an inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships 
with peers and teachers; c. inappropriate types of behavior or feelings under normal circumstances; 
d. a general pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression; or e. a tendency to develop physical 
symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems. 2) The term includes schizophrenia.  
The term does not apply to children who are socially maladjusted, unless it is determined that they 
have an emotional disability.
* “Specific Learning Disability” means a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes 
involved in understanding or using language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in an 
imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or to do mathematical calculations.  The term 
includes such conditions as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia 
and developmental aphasia.  The term does not include children who have learning problems which 
are primarily the result of visual, hearing or motor disabilities or intellectual disabilities, or emotional 
disabilities or of environmental, cultural or economic disadvantage.
* “Speech or Language Impairment” means a communication disorder, such as stuttering, impaired 
articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment that adversely affects a child’s educational 
performance.
* “Visual Impairment” means a visual impairment that, even with correction, adversely affects a 
child’s educational performance.  The term includes both partial sight and blindness.
* “Developmental Delay” means a disability affecting a child ages two through six: 1) who is 
experiencing development delays, as measured by appropriate diagnostic instruments and 
procedures, in one or more of the following areas:  physical development, cognitive development, 
communication development, social or emotional development, or adaptive development; and 2) 
who, by reason thereof, needs special education and related services.
* “Traumatic Brain Injury” means an acquired injury to the brain, caused by an external physical force, 
resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment or both, that adversely 
affects a child’s educational performance.  The term applies to open or closed head injuries resulting 
in impairments in one or more areas, such as cognition; language; memory; attention; reasoning; 
abstract thinking; judgment; problem solving; sensory, perceptual, and motor abilities; psychosocial 
behavior; physical functions; information processing; and speech.  The term does not apply to brain 
injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries induced by birth trauma.

Children who exhibit impairments in the above listed categories should be referred for possible 
special services.  Those who qualify will be provided a free and appropriate education as specified 
under the “Individuals With Disabilities Education Act”.  Parents of children who may qualify for 
services under IDEA or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 should contact the school’s 
principal or Mrs. Elizabeth Minter, Director of Special Education at (276)694-3163.
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick Paving)
Gravel hauling and 

spreading,  grading, mulch,
dirt, pavement maintenance 

and striping.  42 years
experience.  

Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 (office) 

or (276)- 340-8786 (cell)
Email:  ckendrick@
embarqmail.com or 

claytonk81@gmail.com

HAZELWOOD 
TRUCKING, INC., 
Gravel, sand, dirt.

Contact Danny or Mike 
(276) 694-7718.
Over 60 years of 

experience.
Serving Patrick County and 

surrounding areas.

MERRITT’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE

Providing mowing, 
mulching, shrub trimming 
and much more for Stuart 
and surrounding areas. 

Don’t wait, call today to get 
your yard contracted for the 

year at 276-692-8431.

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree cutting,
demolition and anything else 

you need done. 
Call Joe at (276) 229-1029.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 

overgrown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor and 
mini-excavator work. Free 
estimates. Call 276-229-

9410 or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

STEVE’S MOWER REPAIR 
Service and repair for all 
makes of lawn mowers. 

Pick up and delivery for a 
reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers with 
free pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & Electrical 

Contractors, Sales & 
Services, Licensed in VA & 

NC (276) 694-7308.
DANNY’S LANDSCAPING 

AND LAWN CARE  
driveway scraping, bush 
hogging, light backhoe, 
debris removal, mowing, 

mulching, plowing. Insured, 
free estimates. Call (276) 
694-6236 or (276) 693-

8987.

HELP WANTED

WILDERNESS IS 
LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME AND PART-TIME 
TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL 

REQUIRED.
Local runs

Home every night
Minimal weekends

Paid vacation
PTO

Insurance offered
Please apply in person 

at 14747 Jeb Stuart Hwy 
Stuart, VA

EXPERIENCED 
MECHANIC

40 hrs. Monday-Friday
Call Duncan Speed Shop

276-694-4133

DEPUTY TREASURER
PATRICK COUNTY
General Description: 

Patrick County Treasurer is 
now accepting applications 
for the position of “Deputy 

Treasurer”.  This position is 
responsible for assisting with 
the preparation and mailing 
of tax notices, collection of 

current and delinquent taxes, 
selling dog licenses, and 

the receipt of miscellaneous 
revenue from federal, state 
and local sources. Assist 

taxpayers both in person and 
by telephone with questions 

they may have concerning 
local government.  Daily 

collections are receipted and 
posted to the correct funds 
using cash collection in the 
computer; cash drawer is 

balanced daily and matched 
with daily report.  The 

successful candidate will also 
assist with the compilation of 
delinquent tax list, monthly 

reports, PSA and other 
duties as assigned by the 

Treasurer.  
Requirements:

GED or High School 
Diploma.  Associates degree 
preferred. Some heavy lifting 

required. All transactions 
must be completed with 
efficiency and accuracy.  
Candidate must possess 
professional letter writing 
& secretarial skills and be 
competent in the areas 
of math and computer 

technology.  Knowledge of 
real estate and personal 
property records a plus.  

Candidate must be honest, 
dependable, energetic, 
courteous, friendly and 

helpful to the public.  
This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 

vacation and sick leave, life 
insurance, retirement, and 

health insurance.
Application may be picked 
up at the Patrick County 

Treasurer’s Office, Veterans 
Memorial Bldg/Admin. Bldg., 
Room 221. or online at www.

co.patrick.va.us/careers.  
Applications may be emailed 
to Sandra Stone, Treasurer, 
at sstone@co.patrick.va.us.  

The position will remain open 
until filled. 

The Patrick County 
Treasurer’s Office is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age.  

FAIRY STONE STATE 
PARK NOW HIRING 

MULTIPLE SEASONAL 

POSITIONS!
Beach Maintenance Ranger
Beach Ranger (Lifeguard)

Boathouse Ranger 
Food Service Ranger
Interpretive Assistant
Maintenance Ranger

www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs
DCR is EEO

Apply online or at the park 
office: 

967 Fairystone Lake Drive 
Stuart, VA 24171  

276-930-2424

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PET CARE

Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is 
recognized safe & effective 

against hook & round worms 
in dogs by US CVM. Double 
strength. 3 year stability.  At 

Tractor Supply®.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended 

warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 

system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on 

the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + 

Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 

& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time 
Offer - FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

G&E Virginia Premium 
Assured Heifer/Cow Sale. 
March 25th, 2023, 12:00 
noon. G&E Test Center 
Gretna, VA. Call George 
Winn at 434-489-4458.

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$450+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 

BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-

4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 

Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-3083 

www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 

Government program for 
recipients of select programs 

incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 

Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-970-1995

NOW HIRING
Insight Textiles LLC

138 Elamsville Road
Stuart, VA 24171

Comprehensive benefits package 
includes Medical, Dental, 401(k), 

PTO and paid Holidays.
Apply in Person

Monday - Friday 8am - 3pm
Equal Opportunity Employer

Patrick County
Victim/Witness Program

276-694-4285
 

If you have been the victim or witness of 
a crime, please contact your local 
Victim/Witness program to learn 
about Crime Victim’s Rights and 

assistance that may be available to you.

*This is NOT a 24-hour hotline.*
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To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

NASCAR
(cont. from page 9)

Legal 3 col x 8”
0315 0322

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY OF PATRICK

COUNTY OF PATRICK, VIRGINIA,
 a Political Subdivision of
 the Commonwealth of Virginia,
  Complainant,
v.   Case No. CL22-651
JAMES F. NOLEN, ET AL.,
  Respondent(s).

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The object of this suit is to enforce the lien of the Complainant, County of Patrick, Virginia, for delin-

quent real estate taxes against certain real property located in the County of Patrick, Virginia, described 
as follows:

Tax Map No. 4910-( )-138-
Account No. 18367

  All of that certain lot or parcel of land, together with the improvements thereon located and 
  appurtenances thereunto belonging, lying in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick 
  County, Virginia, and being more particularly described as follows:
  Beginning at a point on the northeastern margin of State Road 682; said point being 372.61 feet 
  northwest of the intersection of State Road 682 and a 50 foot proposed street and running along  

  said margin of State Road 682 North 34o 47’ West 125 feet to a point; thence leaving said margin
  North 39o 57’ East 246.02 feet to a point; thence South 36o 54’ East 148.86 feet to a point; thence 
  South 45o 38’ West 246.28 feet to the point of beginning and being known as Lot four (4) as 
  shown on a plat of survey for John D. Maselli as made by A.M. Barnard, C.L.S„ dated June 21, 
	 	 1977	and	of	record	in	Patrick	County	Circuit	Court	Clerk’s	Office	in	Plat	Book	13,	Page	34.
  And being the same real property conveyed to James F. Nolen and Peggy A. Nolen from 
  Nationwide Homes, Inc. by Deed dated September 7, 1982 and recorded on September 10, 1982 
	 	 in	the	Circuit	Court	Clerk’s	Office	in	Patrick	County,	Virginia	in	Deed	Book	229,	Page	124.
  This description is made subject to all easements, conditions, agreements, restrictions, and 
  reservations of record which affect the property herein described including but not limited to 
  those recorded in Deed Book 144, Page 412; Deed Book 162, Page 238; Deed Book 173, 
  Page 510.
  IT APPEARING	that	an	Affidavit	has	been	made	and	filed	stating	that	due	diligence	has	been	used,	

without effect, to ascertain the identity and location of certain parties to be served, that the last known ad-
dresses for the Respondents herein are as follows: James F. Nolen, who is believed to be deceased and whose 
last known address is 3271 Big A School Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Peggy A. Nolen, who is believed to 
be deceased and whose last known address is unknown; Otis Lee Bowman, whose last known address is 91 
Pole Bridge Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Wanda Gail Nolen Gray, whose last known address is 2275 New 
Hope Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Margaret Ann Nolen Sowder, whose last known address is 2954 Iron 
Bridge Rd.. Stuart, Virginia 24171; Shannon N. Marshall, whose last known address is 3211 Big A School 
Rd.,	Stuart,	Virginia	24171;	and	that	any	officers,	heirs,	devisees,	and	successors	in	title	of	the	Respondent	
named herein are made parties Respondent to this action individually and/or by the general description of 
Parties Unknown, it is hereby

ORDERED that the parties herein and all Parties Unknown and/or whose location cannot be ascertained 
appear on or before April 17, 2023	in	the	Clerk’s	Office	of	the	Circuit	Court	of	the	County	of	Patrick,	Vir-
ginia, and do what may be necessary to protect,their interests in this cause.

      Entered on the 6th day of March, 2023.

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 2”
0315 0322 0329 0405

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL22000651-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET, STUART, VA 24171
COUNTY OF PATRICK, VIRGINIA v. JAMES F. NOLEN, ET ALS
The object of this suit is to:
ENFORCE THE LIEN OF THE COMPLAINANT FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES
It is ORDERED that THE PARTIES UNKNOWN WHOSE 
LOCATION CANNOT BE ASCERTAINED
appear at the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or 
before APRIL 17, 2023

 MARCH 6, 2023

LEGAL
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NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SALE
172 Vesta Church Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated June 19, 2015 and recorded at 
Instrument Number 150000978 in the Clerk’s Office for the Patrick County Virginia Circuit Court, Virginia, 
securing a loan which was originally $135,801.00. The appointed SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, Common-
wealth Trustees, LLC will offer for sale at public auction at the front steps of the Circuit Court for Patrick 
County located at 101 W Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

April 12, 2023 at 2:00 PM 
improved real property, with an abbreviated legal description of the following described property, to wit:
ALL of that certain tract of land, together with the improvements thereon and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, lying and being in Blue Ridge Magisterial District of Patrick County. Virginia, being 
Lot #1 containing 5.4546 acres as shown on that survey entitled “MARK L. WOOD & HEATHER 
WOOD” prepared by Fork Mountain Surveying and Mapping. Inc. dated April 20, 2015, to be re-
corded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, simultaneously here-
with. AND as more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way, and all 
other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of Trust to be announced at the time of sale. A deposit 
of $20,000 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time of sale, in the form of 
certified check, cashier’s check or money order by the purchaser. The balance of the purchase price, with in-
terest at the rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date said funds are received 
in the office of the SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale. In the event of 
default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and expenses 
of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee. All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges, 
whether incurred prior to or after the sale, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the pur-
chaser. In the event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to 
be adjusted from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Purchaser agrees to pay the seller’s attorneys at 
settlement, a fee of $470.00 for review of the settlement documents.
Additional terms will be announced at the time of sale and the successful bidder will be required to execute 
and deliver to the Substitute Trustees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of bidding.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT Rosenberg & Associates, LLC 
 (Attorney for the secured Party)
 4340 East West Highway, Suite 600
 Bethesda, MD 20814 
 301-907-8000
 www.rosenberg-assoc.com

LEGAL
Legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0315 0322 0329

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
hold a Public Hearing, Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the third floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building located at 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia, to establish 
a real estate tax rate increase, not to exceed $.73 per $100 of assessed 
value for the 2023-2024 fiscal year. The hearing will begin at 6:00 
p.m. in the 3rd floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Me-
morial Building, 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia. Action will be 
taken at the meeting.
If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please 
contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

LEGAL
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
394 Family Lane, Cana, VA 24317

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $59,806.06 dated April 20, 2005 
and recorded as Instrument No. 050001251, of the Patrick County land records, the appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 
W Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia 24171 on April 12, 2023 at 2:15 PM, the property described in 
said deed of trust, located at the above  address and more particularly described as follows:  

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land lying and being in the Dan River Magisterial District of Pat-
rick County, Virginia, described as follows:

Being all that certain tract or parcel of land containing 1.7098 acres, designated as Tract “3” as shown 
on a Plat of Survey entitled Howard W. Tilley, Etta F. Tilley,” prepared by Donald V. Semones, C.LS. 1159, 
dated October 6, 1992, recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick. County, Virginia, 
in Plat Cabinet 1 as Slide 116G. Subject to any and all recorded conditions, restrictions and easements 
affecting the property.
Tax ID 3710-27

The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical condition without warranty of any kind.
TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price or 10% of the original 

principal amount of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, by cashier’s or certified check, required 
at time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and 
time of auction. Balance of the purchase price must be paid by cashier’s check within 15 days from sale 
date. Except for Virginia Grantor’s tax, all settlement costs and expenses are purchaser’s responsibility. 
Taxes are pro-rated to the date of sale. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the property. 
If purchaser defaults, deposit may be forfeited and property resold at the risk and cost of the defaulting 
purchaser who shall be liable for any deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and attorney’s 
fees of both sales. If Trustee does not convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return of 
deposit without interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit by the Substitute Trustee of the conduct of 
the auction itself as well as the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust, including, but not limited 
to, determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was filed, a forbearance, repayment or other agreement 
was entered into or the loan was reinstated or paid off; in any such event this sale shall be null and void 
and purchaser’ s sole remedy shall be return of deposit without interest. This communication is from a debt 
collector and is an attempt to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE: Lenox Title Trustee Services, LLC, c/o McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC, 
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lenox Title Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee 
c/o Adrian G. Jacobs, Esq. 
McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
Phone: 404-474-7149  
Fax: 404-745-8121
MTG File No.: VA2022-00096

LEGAL
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The Town of Stuart will hold a Budget Committee Meeting on Thursday, 
March 23, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. in the Stuart Town Office,located at 100 
Patrick Avenue. The Budget Committee will discuss the FY23-24 budget 
for the Town. Those that are interested in providing comment to the com-
mittee, but are unable to attend, please contact Bryce Simmons, Town 
Manager by phone at (276) 694-3811 or by email at bsimmons@va.net.

LEGAL legal 2 col x 3/4”
0322 0329

NOTICE OF SPECIAL CALLED MEETING: The Patrick County 
Public Board of Supervisors will have a special called meeting on 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in 
the third floor Boardroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building. If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

LEGAL

a race here side-by-side, bump-draft-
ing, and not wreck the field,” Kes-
elowski said. “It can happen if you 
race respectfully. I thought every-
body did a great job.  

“We were right there. Proud of my 
team and the effort. Nothing much 
we could do there at the end.”  

Not that there wasn’t plenty of ac-
tion before the final laps ended with 
Logano’s 32nd career victory.  

After two relatively placid stages 
where single-file racing predomi-
nated, the intensity increased expo-
nentially as the end of the race ap-
proached.  

On Lap 190, one lap after Kevin 
Harvick had taken the lead for the 

first time, Chastain pulled up close 
behind Harvick in the draft. Har-
vick’s No. 4 Ford broke loose and 
triggered a massive wreck on the 
backstretch that involved 14 cars.  

Harvick was eliminated, along 
with William Byron, Chris Buescher, 
Harrison Burton and BJ McLeod. 
The defending race winner, Byron 
was seeking his third straight Cup 
victory of the season.  

“It looked like the No. 1 (Chastain) 
and the No. 4 just got connected 
there into Turn 1 and got the No. 4 
loose,” Byron said after a mandatory 
visit to the infield care center. “It’s 
just part of racing. That’s the way it 
goes—not really in our control. We 
were up there running in the top-five 
and doing what we needed to do.”   

Harvick’s assessment of the wreck 
was essentially the same.  

“I think he just caught me so quick 
right there in the middle of the cor-
ner, and then he kind of was up on 
the right rear part of the (car) and he 
came back down, and when he came 
back down it just spun the thing 
out,” Harvick said. “I don’t think he 
actually even hit me, but it started 
chattering the rear tires, and then I 
was just along for the ride.”  

Nineteen laps later, a five-car acci-
dent off Turn 4—triggered when one 
of then-leader Aric Almirola’s tires 
went flat—knocked Almirola, Kyle 
Larson and Daniel Suárez out of the 
race.  

“There was nowhere to go,” Lar-
son said ruefully. “Nobody had been 

having tire issues, so I wasn’t even 
expecting the No. 10 (Almirola) to 
have a tire issue in front of me. Even 
if I did, I didn’t have time to react.  

“It’s a bummer. Just frustrating. 
I was finally up front on this style 
of race track and still end up with a 
DNF (did not finish). I don’t know—
just frustrating.”  

Corey LaJoie finished a career-best 
fourth, followed by Tyler Reddick, 
Denny Hamlin, Ryan Blaney, Erik 
Jones, Ty Gibbs and Kyle Busch. La-
Joie also gave Logano a push as the 
winner worked his way back to the 
front.  

“I hope he gives me a shout-out 
for pushing him,” LaJoie said. “Gave 
him a good shot there at the end.”

NASCAR Cup Series Race - Ambetter Health 400
Atlanta Motor Speedway

Hampton, Georgia
Sunday, March 19, 2023

 
•	1. (1)  Joey Logano, Ford, 260.
•	2. (4)  Brad Keselowski, Ford, 260.
•	3. (10)  Christopher Bell, Toyota, 260.
•	4. (31)  Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, 260.
•	5. (16)  Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 260.
•	6. (14)  Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 260.
•	7. (3)  Ryan Blaney, Ford, 260.
•	8. (28)  Erik Jones, Chevrolet, 260.
•	9. (35)  Ty Gibbs #, Toyota, 260.
•	10. (17)  Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 260.
•	11. (2)  Austin Cindric, Ford, 260.
•	12. (22)  Noah Gragson #, Chevrolet, 

260.
•	13. (18)   Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 

260.
•	14. (15)   Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 

260.
•	15. (23)  Todd Gilliland, Ford, 260.
•	16. (30)  AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 

260.
•	17. (27)   Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Chev-

rolet, 260.
•	18. (21)  Josh Berry(i), Chevrolet, 260.
•	19. (29)   Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 

260.
•	20. (13)   Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 

260.
•	21. (12)   Michael McDowell, Ford, 

260.
•	22. (20)  Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 260.
•	23. (26)  Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 260.
•	24. (8)  Chase Briscoe, Ford, 259.
•	25. (32)  Cody Ware, Ford, 258.
•	26. (34)  JJ Yeley(i), Ford, 258.
•	27. (19)  Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 255.
•	28. (24)  Ryan Preece, Ford, 244.

•	 29. (25)   Daniel Su-
arez, Chevrolet, DVP, 213.
•	 30. (5)  Aric Almirola, 
Ford, Accident, 208.
•	 31. (9)   Kyle Larson, 
Chevrolet, Accident, 208.

•	32. (11)   William Byron, Chevrolet, 
Accident, 192.

•	33. (6)   Kevin Harvick, Ford, Acci-
dent, 190.

•	34. (33)  Harrison Burton, Ford, DVP, 
190.

•	35. (7)   Chris Buescher, Ford, Acci-
dent, 189.

•	36. (36)  BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, Acci-
dent, 189.
 
Average Speed of Race Winner:  

138.8 mph.
Time of Race:   2 Hrs, 53 Mins, 5 

Secs. Margin of Victory:  0.193 Sec-
onds.

Caution Flags:  5 for 34 laps.
Lead Changes:  20 among 13 driv-

ers.
Lap Leaders:     J. Logano 1-63;C. 

Ware 64;K. Busch 65-69;R. Blaney 
70-74;K. Busch 75-76;J. Logano 
77-131;C. Buescher 132-136;C. 
Bell 137-142;J. Logano 143-159;A. 
Cindric 160-164;A. Almirola 165-

168;R. Stenhouse Jr. 169-175;D. 
Hamlin 176-188;K. Harvick 189;R. 
Chastain 190-194;D. Hamlin 195;A. 
Almirola 196-208;B. Keselowski 
209-226;J. Logano 227-230;B. Kes-
elowski 231-259;J. Logano 260.

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led):   Joey Logano 5 
times for 140 laps; Brad Keselows-
ki 2 times for 47 laps; Aric Almirola 
2 times for 17 laps; Denny Hamlin 
2 times for 14 laps; Kyle Busch 2 
times for 7 laps; Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 
1 time for 7 laps; Christopher Bell 
1 time for 6 laps; Ross Chastain 1 
time for 5 laps; Ryan Blaney 1 time 
for 5 laps; Chris Buescher 1 time for 
5 laps; Austin Cindric 1 time for 5 
laps; Kevin Harvick 1 time for 1 lap; 
Cody Ware 1 time for 1 lap.

Stage #1 Top Ten: 
22,2,6,12,11,20,8,17,99,19

Stage #2 Top Ten: 
2,22,48,45,24,17,19,11,6,7
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GIFT CARD
BINGO

Doors Open
6:00

Games Start
7:00 PM

April 7,
2023

Stuart Rotary  - Hooker Building
264 Woodland Drive
Stuart, VA 24171

Concessions Available
Individual Bingo Cards - $ 20.00
Bingo Game Card Packs - $25.00

Hosted By:
Patrick County

Alzheimer's
Group, LLC

First Signature Art Piece by Local Artist unveiled by the Crooked Road

DAR program 
focuses on 
‘Grandma Moses’

The Colonel Abram Penn Chapter NSDAR met 
March 13 in the fellowship hall of Stuart Presby-
terian Church. Ann McConnell, Regent, presided 
with five members and one prospective member 
present. 

A business meeting followed the DAR Ritu-
al. Committee reports were given and upcoming 
chapter events and activities were discussed. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting Re-
gent McConnell presented a program on Anna 
Mary Robertson, better known as “Grandma 
Moses.” Grandma Moses joined the Daughters 
of the American Revolution when she was nine-
ty-one years old. Her painting of the Battle Of 
Bennington, in which one of her ancestors fought, 
was donated to the DAR and is displayed in the 
Americana Room of DAR’s Constitution Hall in 
Washington, D.C. 

Any woman 18 years or older, regardless of race, 
religion or ethnic background, who can prove lin-
eal descent from a patriot of the American Revolu-
tion is eligible to join the DAR. For more informa-
tion contact nammcconnell@yahoo.com.

The life, art and DAR membership of Grandma 
Moses were discussed at the Colonel Abram Penn 
Chapter NSDAR March meeting. Pictured are 
Lucy Rudd, Ann McConnell, Caroline Harnsberg-
er, Sheree Russo and Beth Witt.

The Magnificent Mandolin Artwork.

Special meeting set for 
public hearing on tax rate
and interim county 
administrator discussion

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors scheduled a special called 
meeting on Wednesday, Mach 29 to 
discuss the interim county adminis-
trator and hold a public hearing on 
the proposed real estate tax rate.

The public hearing begins at 6 
p.m. in the third-floor courtroom 
of the Patrick County Veteran’s 
Memorial Building, located at 106 
Rucker Street in Stuart.

The proposed tax rate will not ex-

ceed $.73 per $100 of assessed value 
for the 2023-2024 fiscal year, which 
is the same as the current year. 

The board is expected to set the 
tax rate following the hearing, and 
potentially discuss the upcoming 
budget

The board also will meet in closed 
session to discuss personnel and 
contract matters related to the ap-
pointment of an Interim County 
Administrator.

Virginia peanut growers honor National 
Peanut Month by helping those in need

In honor of National 
Peanut Month, the Vir-
ginia Peanut Board, Vir-
ginia Peanut Growers 
Association and Peanut 
Proud donated a re-
cord-breaking number of 
peanut butter pallets to 
the Federation of Virginia 
Food Banks.

National Peanut Month 
is observed in March and 
celebrates the versatility 
of the peanut. Used in a 
variety of Virginia prod-
ucts, the legume is packed 
with protein, vitamins, 
minerals, folate and other 
essential nutrients.

This month marks the 
13th  year that Virginia’s 
peanut growers have do-
nated at least two pallets, 
or 2,880 jars, of peanut 
butter. Contributions are 
given to Virginia’s seven 

regional food banks to dis-
tribute throughout their 
network of 1,350 pantries, 
soup kitchens and other 
partner agencies.

This year’s donations 
exceeded recent-year 
highs with an 18-pallet 
contribution from Pea-
nut Proud—the equiva-
lent of 25,920 jars. Total 
contributions reached 20 
pallets, or 28,000 jars—
enough to feed thousands 
of families experiencing 
food insecurity in Virginia 
and Washington, D.C.

The record-breaking do-
nation comes at a “critical 
time,” said Eddie Oliver, 
executive director of the 
Federation of Virginia 
Food Banks. Mindful of 
higher costs at grocery 
stores and growing pantry 
lines, Oliver expressed his 

gratitude for the impact-
ful support.

“It’s been incredibly 
meaningful to be able 
to do this the number of 
years that we have,” said 
Dell Cotton, executive sec-
retary of the Virginia Pea-
nut Growers Association.

M.L. Everett, chair of 
the  Virginia Farm Bu-
reau Federation Peanut 
Advisory Committee, 
concurred. “As a peanut 
grower in Southeast Vir-
ginia, I am very happy to 
see that our peanut or-
ganizations and  Virginia 
Farm Bureau  members 
are again supporting lo-
cal food drives and food 
banks with peanut but-
ter,” he said.

Because  peanut butter 
is one of the most request-
ed items at food banks, 

peanut growers hope their 
annual initiative inspires 
others to donate peanut 
butter to their local food 
banks.

“Peanut butter is the 
perfect item for food 
banks because of its nu-
tritional benefits, and it’s 
shelf-stable,” Cotton said. 
“These big jars will last 
multiple meals for a fam-
ily who needs it.”

Rich in heart-healthy 
fats and protein, a 2-ta-
blespoon serving of pea-
nut butter contains up to 
8 grams of protein and 2-3 
grams of fiber.

“It’s always important 
to support those who don’t 
have the capabilities to 
support themselves, and 
any of us can fall into that 
same dilemma,” Cotton 
said. “Hopefully dona-
tions like this are able 
to help get them back on 
their feet and through a 
tough time.”

To find a food bank near 
you, visit  vafoodbanks.
org/virginia-food-bank-lo-
cator.

Artist Ellen Elmes with Dickenson County Representatives Town Mayor Danny Lambert, 
Town Councilman James Childress, Dana Cronkhite, Larry Barton.

Crooked Road Director Carrie Beck with artist Ellen Elmes 
- Rita Surratt, Dickenson County Tourism, Scotty Wampler, 
Cumberland Plateau PDC - Michelle Workman, VTC.

The Crooked Road 
revealed its first signa-
ture art piece on Friday, 
March 10 in Clintwood, 
Virginia. The artwork, 
titled “The Magnificent 
Mandolin” was painted 
by local artist, Ellen El-
mes, and was unveiled 
to tourism partners and 
community members at 
a private reception held 
at the Ralph Stanley 
Museum.  

Elmes is a mural-
ist and artisan from 
Jewell Ridge, Virginia 
whose  paintings have 
been acclaimed for their 
unique, collage-style 
blend of symbolic imag-
ery and flowing natural-

ism.  
From watercolor 

paintings inspired by 
the majesty of the an-
cient Appalachians, to 
painted expressions 
sparked by the songs 
and music of Carter and 
Ralph Stanley, to mu-
rals depicting the heart 
of rural communities, 
Elmes’s art thrives on 
the rhythms of her per-
sonal life and communi-
ty experiences.  

Regarding the new 
Crooked Road signature 
art, Elmes said, “This 
painting evolved from 
both my love of the high-
toned, high-spirited 
sound of the mandolin 

and from my admiration 
of its curvy and organic 
shape. The scroll shape 
of the mandolin’s upper 

body is particularly in-
triguing to me because 
it mirrors the natural 
form of the sea-dwell-
ing chambered nauti-
lus, a shell shape I have 
rendered in my design. 
This shell’s graceful 
spiral of growth is seen 
in many forms of na-
ture – the fiddlehead of 
a young fern, the seed 
pattern of a sunflower 
center, the swirl of a 
pinecone base – and its 
ratio of expansion com-
mon to all these forms 
was considered by the 
ancient Greeks to be 
the perfection of beau-
ty; as they called it, the 
“Golden Spiral.” I think 
the mandolin is a per-
son-made perfection in 
sound and style.”  

The piece will be dis-
played at venues and 

events throughout 2023 
to promote heritage mu-
sic in the region.  

The Crooked Road 
and this project are sup-
ported [in part] by the 
Virginia Commission for 
the Arts, which receives 
support from the Vir-
ginia General Assembly 
and the National En-
dowment for the Arts, 
a federal agency. Sup-

port for this project also 
comes from an award 
from the National En-
dowment for the Arts 
American Rescue Plan 
grant program.  

For more informa-
tion about The Crook-
ed Road, visit www.
thecrookedroadva.com, 
call (276) 492-2400 ext. 
2409, or email info@
thecrookedroad.org.
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Are you looking to sell or buy a 
home or property in VA or NC?

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

Broker, Johnny Lambert • 276-952-5502

Lambert Realty

Country Homes, Farms
Mountain and Waterfront Property

Let Our Experience Work For You.
Broker in Virginia and North Carolina.

Call 276-694-2646 or email jlambert@swva.net
Check out our full  listings at www.uclambertrealty.com

Stuart, VA Office

April Webb
276-733-3575

Stan Webb
276-235-3149

2023 Congressional 
Art Competition gets 
underway 

Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan 
Griffith announced the beginning 
of the 2023 Congressional Art 
Competition in the Ninth District.

“Each year, the U.S. House of 
Representatives sponsors the 
Congressional Art Competition for 
high school students. It’s a great 
opportunity to see the artistic tal-
ents of Southwest Virginia stu-
dents, one of whom will have his 
or her work selected for display 
in the Capitol,” Griffith, R-Salem 
said. “Last year, Maria Wilson 
of Virginia High School won the 
Congressional Art Competition 
in Virginia’s Ninth Congressional 
District. Her artwork is entitled 
‘Highlands Sunset.’

“The theme for this year’s con-
test is ‘Discovering Virginia’s 
Beautiful Ninth District.’ I look 
forward to seeing how the young 
artists of the Ninth will use their 
talents in exploration of this 
theme,” he added.

Interested students must submit 

a photograph of their original art-
work to either the Christiansburg 
or Abingdon district office by  5 
p.m. on Friday, April 21  for con-
sideration. Each entry must be ac-
companied by a completed student 
information release form, which 
is available by contacting a Ninth 
District office or visiting  www.
morgangriffith.house.gov.

The winning artwork will be dis-
played in the U.S. Capitol complex 
for one year. In addition, the sec-
ond and third place selections will 
be on display in one of the Ninth 
District offices.

To read the complete listing of 
rules and guidelines or download 
the Student Release Form for the 
Congressional Art Competition, 
please visit  www.morgangriffith.
house.gov. Faculty or students 
with any additional questions 
about the competition may contact 
Josh Hess at (540) 381-5671 or by 
email at  josh.hess@mail.house.
gov.

Farm Market Fresh 
Program for Seniors 
to begin accepting 
applications on April 3

The Southern Area Agency on 
Aging will accept applications 
for Farm Market Fresh Program, 
also known as the Senior Farmer’s 
Market Nutrition Program, be-
ginning April 3 and continuing as 
long as the supply lasts.

Eligible seniors may receive $50 
worth of checks that can be used 
to purchase locally grown fresh 
fruits, 

vegetables and cut herbs at par-
ticipating farmers’ markets. The 
number of people who can 

participate is limited. 
Beginning on Monday, April 3, 

the SAAA will take applications 
over the phone and in person. The 
agency will continue to accept ap-
plications throughout the follow-
ing weeks while the supply of $50 
booklets lasts. 

You may qualify if:  
*you are (or will become) 60 

years of age or older on or before 
June 1, 2023, and

*you are a resident of Danville 

City, Martinsville City, Franklin 
County, Patrick County, Henry 
County or Pittsylvania County, 
and 

*you do not live with and are 
not an immediate family member 
of the farmer who grows the pro-
duce, and

*you have a gross monthly 
household income that does not 
exceed the income requirements 
of the program. 

The income limit for this pro-
gram has changed. Individuals 
who were not eligible in the past 
may be eligible now, so all are en-
couraged to apply.

Individuals and couples who 
wish to apply for checks must con-
tact the SAAA at (276) 632-6442 
or toll-free at 1-800-468-4571. 

Applicants must be prepared to 
certify total gross household in-
come information when applying 
over the phone or in person on the 
date of application and while en-
rolled in the program.   

Month-long coloring contest 
launched for National 
Agriculture Month 

National Agriculture Week, 
through March 27, celebrates ag-
riculture, spreads awareness of 
its vital role in stabilizing the 
economy and promotes how food 
and fiber products are produced. 
To commemorate the national 
week, Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration  Women’s Leadership Com-
mittee is hosting a statewide youth 
coloring contest throughout March. 

Virginia agriculture-themed col-
oring sheets must be submitted 
to  women@vafb.com  by March 31 
for a chance to win a Walmart gift 
card. Winners will be announced 
April 6, and their artwork will be 
displayed on the VFBF Women’s 
Leadership Program Facebook 
page. To access the coloring sheet, 
visit bit.ly/WLCcoloringcontest.

Projects to enhance 
existing land, water trails 
eligible for Recreational 
Trails Program grants

The Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation will hold 
an open grant round for $1.4 mil-
lion in Recreational Trails Program 
grants from March 16 through May 
9.

For the 2023 grant round, projects 
for new trail construction are not el-
igible, but maintenance, repair and 
amenity projects for existing land 
and water trails will be considered.

The Recreational Trails Program, 
or RTP, is a federal, matching re-
imbursement program established 
to construct and rehabilitate recre-
ational trails and trail-related facil-
ities. It is anticipated that projects 
for new trail construction will be-
come eligible again in 2024.

The RTP is an 80-20% matching 
reimbursement program. Requests 
must be for a minimum of $25,000 
with a minimum total project cost 
of $31,250. Grantees must be able 
to fund 100% of their project while 
seeking periodic reimbursements.

Eligible applicants include:
Counties, cities and towns
Park and recreation authorities
Tribal governments
State agencies
Federal agencies
Nonprofit organizations with sup-

port from a governmental body
Applications will be due via email 

no later than May 9 at 4 p.m.

A virtual informational session 
and application workshop will be 
held March 22 at 1 p.m. Visit this 
page for more information and to 
register:  dcr.virginia.gov/recre-
ational-planning/trailfnd. After 
registering, you will receive a con-
firmation email containing infor-
mation about joining the webinar. 
An updated program manual, ap-
plication materials and applicant 
resources will be posted on the page 
by March 16.

Project sponsors with open RTP 
grants from previous grant rounds 
should review the manual to deter-
mine eligibility based on open proj-
ect completion date.

For more information, email 
the DCR Recreation Grants Team 
at  recreationgrants@dcr.virginia.
gov. 

Funding for the Recreational 
Trails Program is made possible 
through the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act. The program 
is  administered by the Federal 
Highway Administration. Feder-
al law under 23 U.S. Code section 
206 mandates that 30% of avail-
able funding be used for motorized 
recreational trails, 30% be used for 
non-motorized recreational trails 
and 40% be used for multiple-use 
trails.

South Pedlar ATV Trail System in George Washington and Jefferson National Forest.

The Magnificent Mandolin Artwork.
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NOTICE
All announcements to be included 

in the Community Calendar must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the 
week before publish date. Items 
are published as space permits. 
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Meetings

Wednesday, March 22
The Patrick County Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the sec-
ond-floor meeting room of the Patrick County 
Administration Building.

Thursday, March 23
The Stuart Town Council will hold a budget 
committee meeting at 2 p.m. in the Stuart Town 
Office.

Wednesday, March 29
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Events

Thursday, March 23
Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) 
will hold a Management Bootcamp course in 
Patrick County from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The cost is 
$90, or $350 including the other three sessions. 
Pre-registration is required by going to ph.augu-
soft.net, or calling (276) 656-0260.

An informational meeting to gauge interest in 
the Stuart area for a new Ruritan club will be 
held at 7 p.m. in the Community Room of Pat-
rick & Henry Community College (P&HCC). 
This will be the 3rd in a series of informational 
meetings. Call Pamela Roberson Smith at (276) 
229-6931 with questions.

Saturday, March 25
The Colonel Abram Penn and Patrick Henry 
Chapters Daughters of the American Revolution 
will conduct a genealogy workshop from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Stuart Library.

Batts Blooming Blessings Farm will hold a fund-
raiser for the Homebound and homeschool prom. 
The event starts at 11 a.m. and includes a fish 
fry/bake sale and a free petting zoo. Plates are 
$8 each, and combos with dessert and drink are 
$10 each. A cake walk with a $5 entry fee will 
also be held. For more information, call Shavon-
da Redd Teague at (276) 229-5569.

Sunday, March 26
Mountain View Church, 3639 Mountain View 
Road, Meadows of Dan, will hold a community 
meal free of charge at 5 p.m.

Tuesday, March 28
Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) 

will hold a Photography Workshop on Fun with 
Bubbles from 6-8 p.m. The cost of the course is 
$49. Pre-registration is required by going to au-
gusoft.net, or calling (276) 656-5461.

Saturday, April 1
The annual Stuart Wine & Beer Festival will be 
held from 12-4 p.m. at the Stuart Farmers’ Mar-
ket. Admission is free and there will be a $10 
wine tasting.

Sunday April 2
First United Methodist Church will hold a Palm 
Sunday service at 11 a.m. and the sanctuary will 
feature the children’s music ministries. There 
will not be an early service.

Thursday, April 6
First United Methodist Church will hold a 
Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m. in the sanc-
tuary.

Friday, April 7
The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC, 
will hold a Gift Card Bingo event at the Stuart 
Rotary – Hooker Building. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m. Individual bingo cards 
are $20, and the bingo game card pack is $25. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.

First United Methodist Church will hold a Good 
Friday service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Saturday, April 8
Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness Church 
will hold a Community Easter Egg Hunt from 
2-4 p.m. Light refreshments will be provided 
and a craft to learn the true meaning of Easter.

First United Methodist Church will be open 
Good Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for prayer.

Sunday, April 9
First United Methodist Church will hold an Eas-
ter Morning Worship at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary 
featuring the Chancel Choir and Brass 5 from 
Roanoke. There will not be an early service.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or 
just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the LEGO 
Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. This program is mainly intended for school 
age children. For more information, call the li-
brary at (276) 694-3352.

The Ararat Ruritan Club hosts virtual raffles 
on its Facebook page on the first of each month. 
Various items are raffled off at $10 or $20 per 
limited chance, with 30-35 chances on each raf-
fle. Prize values range from $150 to $400. For 
more information, go to Facebook.com/Arara-
tRuritanClub or contact the club via email at 
AraratRuritanClub@gmial.com or Kevin Smith 
at 276-229-6493.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held 
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Quilted Colors. For more information, call 276-
694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.
com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
and our Region Four Auxiliary Communication 
network (AUXCOMM) are meeting in person. 
Everyone interested in ham radio is invited to 
attend the BARC meeting, and all AUXCOMM 
volunteers and curious hams are encouraged to 
attend the AUXCOMM meeting. AUXCOMM 
meets at 6:30 p.m. and BARC meets at 7:30 
p.m. on the 4th Thursday of each month at the 
First Christian Church in Galax, VA. Mark your 
calendars!  Both organizations serve SW Vir-
ginia and NW North Carolina. Visit www.bri-
arpatcharc.com for the latest scoop, local on-air 
networks details and VE test sessions for station 
licensing.

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

540- 745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Bassett, VA - Open House – April 15th at 11 AM

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

102 S Locust St Floyd, VA 24091• 540-745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Beautiful Historic Colonial home built in 1837. Lots of original character! Features 4 BR, 
1.5 BA & 4 non-conforming bedrooms. Over 2,850 sq ft of living space, not including the 
2 bonus rooms on the 3rd floor. The Travelers room could make for a nice Mother-In-Law 
Suite. There are so many small details in the home, all the way down to the beautiful trim 
and chair railing. Home has propane heating and 3 original fireplaces. Located on a nice 
9.27 acre lot. Includes an outbuilding and public water & sewer.  $525,000

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION
LIVE AND ONLINE
105 ACRES SOLD IN 4 TRACTS
Home, Timber, Recreational,

Hunting Property
420 Woodland Dr, Rotary Field, Stuart, VA
Auction: Friday, March 31 at 11am

Preview:
Sunday, March 26, 4pm - 6pm

Keith Gunter – Auctioneer/Sales Manager

276-952-5281 – VAAL #2 | 336-789-2926

X
N
S
P
30

21

For more information,
visit rogersauctiongroup.com.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Delinquent Tax and Special

Commissioners Real Estate Auction

14 Judicial and Non Judicial
Parcels of Real Estate

Bidding Begins Thurs, Mar 16 - Ending
Thurs, Mar 23 Starting at 11am

1 property will close every 10 minutes
beginning at 11:00am

Keith Gunter – Auctioneer/Sales Manager

276-952-5281 – VAAL #2 | 336-789-2926

For property information and locations, visit
rogersauctiongroup.com. TACS handles all contracts

and earnest money subject to posted terms.
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Gardeners get set for 
April 8 workshop

The Patrick County Master Gar-
deners prepared the Learning Gar-
den at 1208 Tudor Orchard Road for 
the first workshop, to be presented 
on April 8 at 10 a.m.  

Topics will include no till garden-
ing, regenerative agriculture, soil 
biology and the scoop on poop. 

The May 13 workshop will cover 
square foot gardening, bag garden-
ing and raised bed gardening. 

Mark your calendar for the an-
nual plant sale - April 29, 8 a.m. 
to noon in the Rotary Building on 
Woodlawn Drive in Stuart. (Con-
tributed photos) 

Spring planting is 
underway in Stuart

The Patrick County Master Gardeners were hard at work on March 16, beautifying 
Main Street with flowers and plants as spring time approaches. Pictured are Tom 
DeBusk, Sherry Easterbrooks and Dee Nolan. (Pat Delaney)

Online Auction
Ends Wednesday, April 5th @ 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River!

323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120
Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

 

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in 
Meadows of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the 
Dan River!  Built in 2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square 
feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1 bath. Construction beyond building code and 
includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling in great room, split unit heating 
and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial construction, metal siding, 
2x6 exterior walls foam insulation in walls and ceiling.  Has a private well 
and septic, and gravel driveway.  Storage building also on the property. 
Located on +/- 5 acres, this property is in a secluded location with nice 
views. Enjoy quiet country living near the Dan River in Meadows of Dan 
VA!  This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat!  Great as a 
year round home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own 
this unique mountain get-away! 
 
Maps provided in the bidder packet were plotted through advanced 
mapping software using metes and bounds description from deed and is 
most likely more accurate than the county GIS in regards to the boundary.
 
Directions – From Hillsville- Rt 58 East to 58 East Business at Blue Ridge 
Parkway and Meadows of Dan. Take right on Squirrel Spur Rd, left on 
Bent Rd, to left on Ramp Hollow Lane. Access is by private drive – Ramp 
Hollow Lane.

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com; 

or Realtor Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or dwh@swva.net

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required day of sale. 
Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, 
where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is expected to complete their own 
due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and 
conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

 
Preview Date – Tuesday March 21st at 4 PM
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Online Auction
Ends Thursday, April 6th @ 4 PM

Recreational Land For Sale in Woolwine, VA
Woolwine Hwy, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Beautiful +/- 65.79 acre recreational property located in the Woolwine 
Community of Patrick County VA, situated between the towns of Stuart 
and Floyd VA. This mostly wooded property features rolling topography 
and approximately 6.5 acres of open land. Has over 1,700 feet of frontage 
on Conner Creek, and over 2,500 feet of frontage on Jacks Creek. Also 
only a minute to Smith River and close to 2 lakes! This property is an 
ideal location for hunting and recreation, with plenty of space for hiking, 
hunting, camping, and exploring the outdoors. It would also make a 
great location for building a home, with the scenic beauty and natural 
surroundings providing a peaceful and serene setting for a private retreat. 
Located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, this property offers easy access to 
some of the most breathtaking views and outdoor activities in the region. 
Only minutes from the Smith River, 15 minutes to Fairystone Lake and 20 
minutes to Philpott Lake! This property would be the ideal location for an 
avid fisherman or outdoor enthusiast. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to 
own this stunning piece of land in a prime location.  
 
Directions From Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Property on left before Woolwine VA. Right of Way entrance beside auction 
sign just before adjoining property 8735 Woolwine Highway, Woolwine VA.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close 
in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with 
any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. 
Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, 
purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

Online Auction
Ends Tuesday, April 11th @ 4 PM

WOODED LAND FOR SALE!
Brammer Spur Road, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Looking for the perfect spot to build your dream home or vacation cabin? 
Look no further than this beautiful +/- 65.32 acre wooded land tract located 
in Woolwine VA. With stunning views of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
plenty of good building sites, this property is perfect for anyone looking for 
a peaceful, secluded escape. Whether you’re an avid outdoorsman or just 
looking for a relaxing retreat, this land is ideal for hunting and recreation. 
The property features a picturesque pond located at the front of the property, 
perfect for fishing or simply enjoying the serene surroundings.  Property is 
located only minutes from the Smith River! Is also only 15 to 20 minutes 
from Philpott Lake and Fairystone Lake.  Situated in Patrick County VA 
between the charming towns of Stuart VA and Floyd VA.  Conveniently 
located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, offering easy access to some of the 
most stunning natural scenery in the country. Don’t miss your chance to 
own this incredible piece of land and start living your dream today!
 
Directions from Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Take left on Mill House Road just past Woolwine VA; Right on Brammer 
Spur; Property on right at sign.
.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. 
Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, 
where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own 
due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and 
conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

March is Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month—the perfect
time to schedule your colonoscopy.
A colonoscopy is a screening that
helps identify cancers early, when
the odds of successful treatment are
highest. Schedule your
appointment today if you have any
of the following risk factors:
 You are age 45 or older
 You’ve experienced a
persistent abdominal
discomfort or change in your
bowel habits

 A family member has
experienced colon cancer or
polyps in the past

Learn more about
your colon health.
Take our free colon
health assessment at

SovahHealth.com
Or to find a healthcare provider, call

844.GO.SOVAH

Fiber artists learn new skill
Fiber artists were taught the 
skill of drop spinning with 
homemade drop spindles at 
a recent Weavers exchange 
meeting.    The next Weavers 
Exchange meeting will be at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, May 21, 
at the Reynolds Homestead. 
Anyone interested in fiber arts 
is welcome. Contact Reynolds 
Homestead for information 
on the Weavers Exchange or 
weaving classes. 


