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Foley seeks Mayo 
River seat

By Taylor Boyd
Danny Foley is vying with 

incumbent Clayton Ken-
drick for the Mayo River 
District seat on the Patrick 
County Board of Supervi-
sors in the November elec-
tion.

Foley, who previously 
served on the board from 
2004-2007 and from 2012-
2015, said he started con-
sidering campaigning for the job in December.

“I just got to seeing that the county looked 
like it needed a change, and needed to go in a 
little bit different direction than what it was 
doing,” he said. “Nothing major, but we just 
needed a different shift.”

Foley said U.S. 58 will be open up to trac-
tor-trailer traffic once the construction project 
is complete.

“What the county needs to be planning 
on is infrastructure down 58 to be ready for 

Mickles mounts 
bid for Peters 

Creek post
Lisa P. Mickles is seeking 

the Peters Creek District 
seat on the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors in the 
November election.

She is currently unop-
posed in her election bid.

Mickles said she decided 
to run as she feels the county 
needs an unbiased and fresh 
set of eyes on the board. 

“I want to help. I want to listen. I want to im-
prove the Patrick County that we have now and 
assist this county in taking a measured path 
into the future. It is my belief that the citizens 
of Patrick County should have a voice in what 
happens in their own community,” she said.

Because she is currently not on the board, 
Mickles believes she does not know what the 
exact issues the county and board are facing.

Puckett to seek 
Blue Ridge seat in 

November
Russell “Leon” Puckett 

announced he will seek the 
Blue Ridge District post on 
the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors against in-
cumbent Clyde DeLoach 
who also is seeking another 
term.

Puckett said he decided 
to seek the post because he 
felt like the time was right.

“I was on the” Stuart “Town Council for eight 
years, so I missed the interaction,” he said.

If elected, Puckett said he will focus on coun-
ty taxes and the meals tax.

“Those are two of the biggest things I have a 
problem with. I think education as far as meals 
tax goes. I don’t think everybody’s paying what 
they should be paying,” he said.

As a business owner, Puckett said he knows 

More candidates emerge for November races  

Williams discusses recent legislative session

By Taylor Boyd
Following a completed session 

of the Virginia General Assembly, 
Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, took 
time to reflect on his second year in 
the House of Delegates.

Williams said it was nice to be 

back in session, be prepped, ready, 
and know what to expect.

“I was very happy with how the 
session went, and very happy with 
my successes in the house. I’m look-
ing forward to going back because 
we’ll have even more opportunities 
next year with more bill slots and 
another budget year,” he said.

From his second General As-
sembly session, Williams said he 
learned one has to be creative to get 
things done.

“You can’t just go up pound your 
fists and wave your arms around 
and expect to get things done. You 
have to be diligent and knowledge-
able,” he said. “You have to be capa-
ble of explaining and arguing these 
nuances.”

Williams said he believes he 
implemented those concepts this 
year, especially because he knows 
the process and rules better than 
during his first session.  

“So, now I was able to be much 
more successful in the legislative 

process,” he said.
During the session, Williams was 

able to get seven bills passed. While 
many of them were more adminis-
trative-focused, one success was the 
Religious Freedom Bill, which tar-
geted the closing of churches during 
the height of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. 

“This bill stems from that because 
that was something that really up-
set me and the folks in my district, 
which was not being able to go to 
church and fellowship at that time,” 
he said.

Williams said the bill bars the 
governor from using the Emergen-
cy Powers Act to close churches and 
other places of worship.

He believes his ability to get the 
bill passed was huge considering 
the General Assembly is split, with 
the House having a Republican ma-
jority and the  Senate a primarily 
Democratic majority.

“I was able to really get creative 

More than 40 
indictments 
were handed 
down last week

Grand jurors seated in Patrick 
County on March 6 handed down 
a total of 44 indictments, accord-
ing to records in the Patrick Coun-
ty Court Clerk’s Office.

An indictment is not an indica-
tion of guilt, but a grand jury’s de-
termination that enough evidence 
exists to warrant a trial.

Those named in the indictments 
are:

*John Ernest Hale, 39, of Stu-
art, abduction, Oct. 8.

*Emma Shae Hall-Pack, 36, of 
Asheboro, N.C., grand larceny, 
May 20.

*Daniel Ramos, 29, of Ararat, 
child abuse with serious injury, 
Aug. 23.

*Anthony Clarence Carter, 23, 
of Stuart, child endangerment, 
Oct. 24.

*Kevin Ray Bowman, 42, of Stu-
art, unauthorized use of vehicle, 
on or between June 22 and Aug. 
24.

*Cassaundra Hope Cole, 33, of 
Critz, possess burglarious tools, 
March 1, 2022.

*Cory Trent Goad, 49, of Ararat, 
construction fraud, April 23.

*William Patrick Grayson, 73, 
of Stuart, malicious wounding, 
July 30.

*Marcus Randal Hunt, 32, of 
Patrick Springs, drive while in-
toxicated – 3rd offense within 10 
years, Aug. 3.

*Jackie Jermaine Moore, 50, of 
Eden, N.C., shoplift – 3rd offense, 
Dec. 17, 2020.

*Christine Sarah Barnette, 42, 
of Cary, N.C., one count each fel-
ony homicide and felony eluding 
law enforcement, April 8.

*Carolyn Vernon, 41, of Stuart, 
two counts child endangerment, 
on or between Aug. 1 and Oct. 26.

*Chester Dwayne Vernon, 60, 
of Stuart, two counts child endan-
germent, on or between Aug. 1 
and Oct. 26.

*Marque Javon Carter, 30, of 
Collinsville, possession of Sch. I 
or II drug, Nov. 19.

*Matthew Logan Cline, 18, of 
Ridgeway, four counts partici-
pate/film child porn; one count 
each rape, sodomy, and procure 
minor by computer system, on or 
between Feb. 1 through May 31, 
2022.

*William David Fain, 33, of Pat-
rick Springs, possession of Sch. I 
or II drugs, May 28.

*Brian Maurice Green, 50, of 
Mount Airy, N.C., possession of 
Sch. I or II drugs, Sept. 29.

Vehicle catches fire near 
woodworking business

The Meadows of Dan 
(MOD) Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Stuart Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a truck fire 
on March 9 in an area just 
below Kreager Wood Work-
ing, in Meadows of Dan.

Ronald Terry, captain of 
the Meadows of Dan crew, said the 
vehicle was a dually Dodge Ram. 

“The truck caught fire, more than 
likely the transmission got hot, I 
don’t know for sure,” he said.

The Dodge Ram was pulling an 
enclosed trailer with two cars, a 
Bentley and a Land Rover. Those 
vehicles sustained no damage be-
cause they were unloaded when 
the fire began.  

“When it caught fire, they 

stopped, got out, and unloaded the 
two cars off the trailer,” he said.

Terry said he believes damage to 
the trailer wasn’t “that bad.”

Three or four members from the 
Meadows of Dan crew, and about 
five members of the Stuart depart-
ment responded to the call, Terry 
said.

He estimated fire crews had it 
under control within 10 to 15 min-
utes of their arrival. 

Wrestling 
show to 
honor Steel 
scheduled 

By Taylor Boyd
National Independent Champi-

onship Wrestling (NICW) will hold 
a Mardi Gras Brawl to honor “The 
Machine” Ken Steel, a former pro 
wrestler from Patrick County, bet-
ter known to some as Kenny Pack.

The show will be held Saturday, 
March 25 in the Stuart Elementary 
School’s auditorium. Doors open at 
6 p.m. and the first bell will ring at 
7 p.m.

Scott Rutter, of Rutter’s Martial 
Arts, said Steel was a former inde-
pendent pro wrestler for 20 to 25 
years before his death more than a 
year ago due to diabetes.

“He actually was an assistant 
football coach for a few years over 
at Patrick County High School 
(PCHS), and he worked for a pro-
gram called Quest over at Stuart 
Elementary School,” he said. 

Before his passing, Rutter said 
he and Steel kind of co-owned 
NICW. The promotion serves the 
West Piedmont area. In addition to 
training him in wrestling, Rutter 
said Steel also was a great mentor, 
and like a second father to him.

“As a matter of fact, I own mar-
tial arts studios - one in Stuart, one 
in Bassett, and one in Floyd, and 
he (Pack) was a big help and a big 
motivator on me opening the kara-

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, (right), with 
wife Britt Schneider Williams and son 
Theodore “Rhett” Williams.
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Pets of the Week

This is Dixie, a tricolor hound. She looks sad 
and confused. Unfortunately, she has a taste for 
chickens, so she needs a home with no chickens.

This handsome male Blue Heeler was found 
on Dogwood Lane in Patrick Springs. He is a su-
per nice dog, and someone is missing him.

Call the Patrick County Public Animal Shel-
ter (PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259 for more infor-
mation, or visit its Facebook page. Adoption fees 
are $10 and include spay/neuter and rabies vac-
cination. 

PAWS offers a free spay/neuter program for 
dogs. Call (276) 694-2378.

Clover Cat Rescue offers a spay/neuter pro-
gram for cats. Call (276) 694-3598.

Patrick Pioneers
Cain Lackey (Part Two)

Cain and Hettie Lackey. (Courtesy of Andy Doss)

ONE OF AMERICA’S 60 LARGEST GENERAL CONTRACTORS

TWO-YEAR PROJECT FOR THE 
WIDENING OF RT. 58 IN STUART, VA.

LOVER’S LEAP
PROJECT

Open positions for completion of this project:

 • Heavy Equipment Operators - Excavators, Dozers
    (GPS/Fine Grade), and Loaders
 • Drillers
 • Off-Road Truck Drivers
 • Laborers
 • Mechanics - Heavy Equipment & Preventative
    Maintenance
If interested, please visit www.kokosing.biz/careers OR
visit our office at 19383 Jeb Stuart Hwy, Stuart, VA 24171
Scan the QR code below to visit our careers page.

“TOGETHER WE CAN BUILD IT ALL.”

By Beverly Belcher 
Woody

First of all, I would 
like to thank Andrew 
Doss, the great-great 
grandson of Cain Lack-
ey, for all the informa-
tion provided for this 
column. When we last 
visited Lackey, the 
year was 1893, and he 
was recently widowed 
with 4-year-old Malis-
sa and newborn Carrie 
to raise on his own. 

The following year, 
local minister William 
A. Elgin was hosting 
popular Church of the 
Brethren evangelist, 
John Abe Dove, who 

had been holding re-
vivals all over Virginia 
and North Carolina. 
While the two min-
isters were traveling 
about the countryside 
inviting folks to come 
to church, they came 
across Cain Lackey, 
who was digging some 
ditches for his neigh-
bor. 

When Pastor Dove 
headed toward Lack-
ey, Pastor Elgin said, 
“don’t go down there, 
Cain Lackey is the 
worst man in this coun-
ty.” Dove replied, “he’s 
the very man I want 

SHARP Logger 
Core Class to be 
offered at P&HCC

Virginia Tech, Griffith Lumber and Long 
Island Lumber are sponsoring a new SHARP 
Logger Core Class will be on Thursday and Fri-
day afternoons March 16 & 17, from 12-6 p.m. 
at Patrick & Henry Community College in Stu-
art. 

The class is for loggers who need continuing 
ed credits to maintain their SHARP Logger 
status and for new loggers who need to become 
SHARP Loggers. Each day gives 6 continuing 
ed credits.

Remember that all mills that buy logs and 
sells lumber, chips, dust, logs, and bark to oth-
er businesses are required to buy logs only from 
SHARP Loggers and the business must have a 
SHARP Logger employed. Please eat lunch be-
fore coming to class and a snack will be provid-
ed at break time. 

Contact Virginia Tech to register at (540) 
231-6494.

Timid winter blast

A skiff of snow and a rain/sleet mixture were 
the main feature in a seasonal, albeit timid blast 
from Old Man Winter on Sunday, as resolute daf-
fodils offer hope of an early spring. (Pat Delaney) 

Jeff Little Trio headline PCMA event  

Patrick & Henry Community College receives $16,000 donation 
ValleyStar Credit Union 

donated $16,000 to Patrick 
& Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) to support 
school programs and double 
the number of ValleyStar 
scholarships offered to stu-
dents each year. ValleyStar 
Credit Union is dedicated to 
P&HCC’s goal of providing 
a quality education for stu-
dents. As a result, Valley-
Star presented two checks 
during a surprise presenta-
tion to Tiffani Underwood, 
the executive director of the 

P&HCC Foundation and 
P&HCC President Dr. Greg 
Hodges. 

The donation affords 
$10,000 to P&HCC’s motor-
sports program for the next 
three years and $6,000 for 
the business program. 

“ValleyStar is interested 
in the success of P&HCC’s 
students and helping them 
achieve a journey of lifelong 
learning,” said Kevin Laine, 
executive vice president at 
ValleyStar. “These students 
are a great asset to our com-

munities, and investing in 
their education is money 
well spent. We look forward 

to continuing our successful 
partnership with P&HCC.” 

“We were shocked and 

thrilled with the surprise 
donation from ValleyStar 

The Jeff Little Trio will headline the Patrick County Music Association’s (PCMA) show on 
Saturday, March 18.

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Music Asso-

ciation (PCMA) will hold its next 
show on Saturday, March 18 at the 
Rotary Building in Stuart.

Sponsored by Pilot Mechanical, 
Inc., doors open at 5 p.m. and the 
music will start at 6 p.m.

PCMA President Denny Alley 
said New River Line, a country 
quartet, will open the show, with 
the Jeff Little Trio to headline the 
event.

“Jeff Little is the piano player. He 
plays bluegrass and country piano 
on the piano like Jerry Lee Lewis, 
don’t even look,” Alley said.

In 2014, Little was inducted into 
the Blue Ridge Music Hall of Fame 
and has been featured on National 

Public Radio and Public Broadcast-
ing Service (PBS).

Steve Lewis, the acoustic guitar 
and five-string banjo player is an 
award-winning player and a two-
time national champion on the ban-
jo.

Luke Little, “Jeff’s son, plays the 
mandolin and he is a multi-award-
winning musician,” he said.

Alley estimates around 175 peo-
ple attended the February show. 
He added that the PCMA will hold 
three more shows - from April to 
June - before taking a break over 
the summer. Shows are expected to 
return in October.

Admission is a $5 donation at the 
door. Lawn chairs are encouraged, 
and prizes will be awarded through-

out the night. 
Concessions will be available for 

purchase from the Patrick Coun-
ty Shooting Education Team, with 
proceeds going to teach children in 

the area firearm safety.
For more information or to watch 

past music performances, visit 
Facebook.com/PatrickCountyMusi-
cAssociation.
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Virginia lawmakers mandate electric vehicle fire risk training
By Adrianna Lawrence
Capital News Service

Virginia firefight-
ers will be required to 
complete a training 
program starting next 
year, about the risk of 
electric vehicle fires.

Del. Israel O’Quinn, 
R-Washington, pro-
posed House Bill 2451 
to require the exec-
utive director of the 
Virginia Department 
of Fire Programs to 
develop a training pro-
gram for electric vehi-
cle fires. The program 
must be developed and 
available by July 1 
2024, according to the 
bill. All firefighters, 
including volunteer 
firefighters, must com-
plete the training by 
Dec. 1, 2025.

The bill unanimously 

passed committees and 
both chambers. Sen. 
Bryce Reeves, R-Spot-
sylvania, asked for 
one clarification in the 
Senate General Laws 
and Technology com-
mittee, about whether 
the program would be 
offered both in-person 
and virtual.

“I heard from some 
of my fire folks, and 
they were concerned 
that this is more time 
away,” Reeves said.

A lot of the annual 
firefighter training is 
done online, according 
to Reeves.

Spencer Willett, gov-
ernment affairs man-
ager for the Virginia 
Department of Fire 
Programs, assured the 
Senate committee the 
training would be of-

fered in multiple mo-
dalities.

“The agency’s plan 
would be to offer an 
online version for de-
partments and then 
also offer an in-per-
son version for those 
that would be willing 
to want to take that 
training,” Willett said.

The number of elec-
tric vehicles on Vir-
ginia’s roadways is set 
to increase with the 
soon-to-be implement-
ed Clean Car law. The 
law states 35% of all 
new cars and trucks 
sold in Virginia with a 
2026 model year must 
be electric. Then 100% 
of new models on the 
market must be elec-
tric by 2035, according 
to the law, which is 
based on California’s 
final regulation order.

Del. Mike Cherry, 
R-Colonial Heights, a 
co-patron of the bill, 
said it is important to 
implement mandat-
ed training statewide, 
even for areas like 
Southwest Virginia 
where electric vehicles 
aren’t prominent.

“Anytime a fire de-
partment deals with 
something new and 
unique, they will then 
figure out a protocol 
to deal with it again 
in the future,” Cherry 
said.

There is currently 
no mandated electric 
vehicle training for 

Virginia firefighters, 
according to William 
Boger, District 5 vice 
president and commu-
nications director for 
the Virginia Profes-
sional Fire Fighters.

However, depart-
ments can currently 
seek out training from 
car manufacturers like 
Tesla or Toyota, he 
said.

The future training 
program will greatly 
help firefighters better 
understand electric ve-
hicle fires and the best 
ways to extinguish 
them, according to Bo-
ger.

Firefighters use ap-
proximately 50 gallons 
to 100 gallons of water 
to extinguish a regular 
internal combustion 
engine, or gasoline, ve-
hicle fire while electric 
vehicles require about 
10,000 gallons of wa-
ter, according to Boger.

“They are very stub-
born and very difficult 
to extinguish,” he said.

Most electric vehi-
cles carry large lithi-
um-ion battery packs 
underneath the vehi-
cle, where they are not 
very accessible. These 
batteries can overheat, 
which leads to a re-
action called thermal 
runaway and requires 
thousands of gallons 
of water, according to 
Boger.

Firefighters also 
need to be aware that 

the battery is not nec-
essarily finished burn-
ing just because the 
fire is finally put out, 
according to Boger. 

“The problem with 
these cars is you have 
to put the fire out, then 
you have to continu-
ously cool the battery,” 
Boger said.

Some electric vehicle 
batteries will reignite 
on the way to a junk-
yard if the battery is 
not properly cooled 
down and observed af-
ter the fire is put out, 
according to Boger.

Some batteries can 
even catch fire two to 
three days later, ac-
cording to Doug Reyn-
olds, battalion chief of 
the Henrico County Di-
vision of Fire.

“You may have to 
have several tankers 
bringing you water, so 
it’s not the easy, you 
know, fire that it used 
to be,” Reynolds said.

Dry chemicals and 
fire blankets have been 
used, but are not con-

sidered as effective as 
water, according to Bo-
ger.

Andrew Klock, se-
nior manager of educa-
tion and development 
with the National Fire 
Protection Association, 
said the best recom-
mendation is still wa-
ter.

“It’s the most effec-
tive to date and if it’s 
placed in the proper 
location, it can put out 
the fire and drain the 
heat from the battery 
pack,” Klock said.

Electric vehicle fires 
are not more threaten-
ing than gasoline vehi-
cle fires, which occur 
every three minutes, 
Klock said.

“But I do think that 
the risk and the in-
herent problem is that 
firefighters have had a 
100 years to figure out 
and perfect how to put 
out an internal com-
bustion engine vehicle 
[fire],” Klock said. “But 
it’s not so with this 

Arrests reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 

the following:
*Emily Jean Lavelle, 35, of Lawsonville, NC, 

was charged March 2 with drive while intoxicat-
ed. Trooper R.C. Amos was the arresting officer.

*Jared Ray Lawson, 23, of Collinsville, was 
charged March 2 with intentional damage to a 
monument. Deputy C. Strother made the arrest 
for Henry County.

*Ashton Peery Hunt, 32, of Stuart, was 
charged March 3 with petty larceny. Deputy 
Doug Perry was the arresting officer.

*Darian Lee Upchurch, 44, of Mount Airy, 
NC, was charged March 4 with interfere with 
property rights of another. Sgt. L.K. Carroll Jr. 
was the arresting officer.

*Benton Calvin Hall, 59, of Ararat, was 
charged March 5 with false report of crime to 
police. Deputy J.S. Kendrick was the arresting 
officer.

*Corey Adam Martin, 34, address unavail-
able, was charged March 5 with two counts of 
assault and batter on law enforcement officer, 
and one count each possess controlled parapher-
nalia and trespass. Deputy E. Sain was the ar-
resting officer.

*Alvis McCray Foley, Jr., 56, of Patrick Coun-
ty Jail, was charged March 7 with probation 
violation. Deputy C. Strother was the arresting 
officer.

DMV Select 
in Stuart to close 

for training
The DMV will be closed from March 20-

24 for training. Additional closings are pos-
sible in March and April for inventory and 
further training.

Kaine, Warner among contingency to 
support Women’s Health Protection Act

U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner 
and Tim Kaine joined 47 Sen-
ate colleagues in introducing 
the Women’s Health Protection 
Act (WHPA), federal legislation 
to guarantee access to abor-
tion care across the country. 
The bill’s introduction comes 
as states continue to pass dan-
gerous anti-choice laws in the 
wake of the Supreme Court’s 
decision in  Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organiza-
tion,  which overturned fifty 
years of precedent and access 
to abortion care established 
by Roe v. Wade.

The  Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act  guarantees the right 
to access an abortion—and the 
right of an abortion provider to 
deliver these services—free from 
medically unnecessary restric-
tions that interfere with a pa-
tient’s individual choice or the 
provider-patient relationship.

“After nearly fifty years of es-

tablished protections, women’s 
reproductive health care is un-
der attack. In states across the 
country, including Virginia, 
laws stripping back the right 
to choose are being introduced 
and taking effect,”  said  War-
ner, D-Alexandria “There has 
never been a more urgent time 
to pass  the Women’s Health 
Protection Act  and ensure 
that women reclaim the right 
to make their own decisions 
about their health care.”

“We need to codify the protec-
tions that Roe v. Wade gave to 
American women more than 50 
years ago so that the freedom 
to make personal decisions 
about reproductive health isn’t 
completely dependent on your 
zip code,”  said Kaine, R-Rich-
mond. “The  Women’s Health 
Protection Act  would protect 
that freedom, and I am glad to 
cosponsor.”

Following the Dobbs decision, 

Warner and Kaine have strong-
ly advocated for legislation to 
protect Americans’ access to 
reproductive health care. Last 
year, the senators cospon-
sored  legislation to protect the 
right of women to travel across 
state lines for abortion services 
and help protect medical pro-
viders from being punished for 
providing patients with this 
care. Warner has also taken 
steps to ensure that those seek-
ing abortion care are receiving 
accurate information, resulting 
in a policy change from Google 
to clearly label facilities that 
provide abortions so that us-
ers seeking abortions are not 
misled by anti-abortion fake 
clinics or crisis pregnancy cen-
ters. In addition, Kaine has co-
sponsored legislation to expand 
access to affordable over-the-
counter birth control and legis-
lation to protect access to medi-
cation abortions.

Non-profit launches fund for community 
enrichment, Grassroots Grants, a project 
of One Family Productions

A perennial leader in live mu-
sic and public event planning, 
One Family Productions (OFP) 
announced today the launch of 
a community-based microgrant 
program to spur innovation 
and collaboration in the re-
gion, Grassroots Grants (GRG).  
Accessible to Patrick County 
and surrounding areas, GRG 
is the latest initiative from 
OFP, the award-winning team 
behind First Friday Summer 
Jam Series, Bushels & Barrels 
Local Food, Wine & Beer Festi-
val, Road to the Porch concert 
series, Front Porch Fest, and 
the Patrick County Christmas 
Parade. Today’s announcement 
represents an expansion of 
OFP’s mission to include direct 
investment in education, cre-
ative placemaking, art, and cul-
ture in the community.

“Grassroots Grants has been 
cultivated slowly -as ideas of 
how to be intentional and im-
pactful have evolved over the 
years, our capacity and collec-
tive efforts have grown as well. 

We’ve always believed in giv-
ing back, but we wanted to do 
more with Grassroots Grants,” 
noted OFP Board President, 
Sarah Wray. “We want to part-
ner with and invest in the peo-
ple and ideas that improve the 
places we live and work. We rec-
ognize that sometimes a little 
goes a long way, and the most 
important component of com-
munity growth is planting the 
first seed. Grassroots Grants 
is an investment directly into 
the change we wish to see and 
an opportunity to usher those 
investments through to suc-
cessful outcomes. One Family 
Productions is committed to 
helping empower the change-
makers in our community.” 
Since its incorporation in 2013, 
OFP has made repeated strides 
in developing new venues and 
performance spaces within the 
region, as well as pioneering 
public events that bring people 
together to showcase the po-
tential concentrated here. With 
the launch of a micro granting 

initiative, OFP opens a new 
avenue for discovering and cul-
tivating fresh resources within 
the region. By supporting inno-
vative, impact-oriented projects, 
OFP will inspire and mobilize a 
coming generation of passionate 
people to make the experiences 
and venues in our region even 
more sought-after and cher-
ished.

Of this recent announce-
ment, OFP Vice President Brad 
Crouch says, “With this program 
we hope to tap into the insight, 
drive, and motivation that the 
people of this community have 
to promote and expand commu-
nity enrichment and growth in 
line with One Family’s mission.” 
Applications for GRG will be 
accepted on a rolling basis and 
will be reviewed by a committee 
consisting of OFP directors and 
members at large. More infor-
mation on Grassroots Grants 
and the full application are 
available on the OFP website. 
www.onefamilyproductions.org/
grassroots-grants/.

Manufacturing 
Leads Initial 
Unemployment 
Claims Filers

The number of initial claims increased in the 
latest filing week to 1,886 but remained at lev-
els typically seen over the last twelve months, 
the Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) 
reported Thursday.

For the filing week ending March 4, the fig-
ure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in 
Virginia was 1,886, which was an increase of 
501 claimants from the previous week. Over 
half of initial claims with a self-reported in-
dustry were from manufacturing, adminis-
trative and support and waste management, 
professional, scientific, and technical services, 
and retail trade. Continued weeks claimed 
totaled 11,615, which was a decrease of 170 
claims from the previous week but an increase 
of 78% from the 6,510 continued claims from 
the comparable week last year.

Eligibility for benefits is determined on a 
weekly basis, and so not all weekly claims filed 
result in a benefit payment. This is because 
the initial claims numbers represent claim ap-
plications; claims are then reviewed for eligi-
bility and legitimacy.

In the week ending March 4, the advance 
U.S. figure for seasonally adjusted initial 
claims was 211,000, an increase of 21,000 
from the previous week’s unrevised level of 
190,000. The advance number of actual ini-
tial claims under state programs, unadjusted, 
totaled 237,513 in the week ending March 4, 
an increase of 35,357 (or 17.5 percent) from 
the previous week. There were 219,875 initial 
claims in the comparable week in 2022. Look-
ing at preliminary data, most U.S. states re-
ported increases on a seasonally unadjusted 
basis. New York’s preliminary weekly change 
(+16,363) was the largest increase. Califor-
nia’s weekly change (+10,489) was the sec-
ond largest increase. Kentucky’s preliminary 
weekly change (+2,786) was the third largest 
increase. Oregon’s weekly change (+1,259) was 
the fourth largest increase. While most states 
had increases in claims, Rhode Island (-1,683) 
and Massachusetts had (-1,201) had signifi-
cant decreases. Virginia’s preliminary weekly 
change (+724) was the 10th largest increase.
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Williams
(cont. from page 1)
with the language because that’s 
what we have to do around here,” 
he said.

Williams said the bill he brought 
before the House that was passed 
was similar to the one he brought 
last year, but then “I worked to 
get the words right so that voting 
against it was almost immoral, and 
that’s how we were able to get it 
through” the Senate.

One of his administrative bills fo-
cused on the process of how to re-
move an elected official that is fail-
ing to do their job.

“It’s always been a very complicat-
ed process because you have to have 
signatures on a petition, but there 
was no signature standard form,” 
Williams said. “So, you might get 
10 percent of the electorate to sign 
pieces of paper and then show up to 
court and the judge says you didn’t 
do it right.”

Williams said this would happen 
regularly over several years.

“This bill was able to craft a much 
better solution, and a much cleaner 
process, and a much more clear and 
understandable duty, and it moves 
at a much quicker pace,” Williams 
said of the proposal that also won 
approval.

Under his proposal, “you don’t 
necessarily have to wait around 
for 10 months to put this person 
on trial for not doing their job,” he 
said. “It’s much quicker, like a few 
months. If you had all your signa-
tures together and you knew what 
you were doing, you could do it in 
about 45 days.”

Williams said he is looking for-
ward to the removal of a “bad actor” 
from office using the bill he drafted.

“That’s going to be full circle for 
me,” he said, adding that the bill 
came from a large committee of 
lawyers that regularly deal with 
similar issues.

“I get a lot of those like nuanced, 
legislative bills that are fixes, or 
they’re like large packages of bills 
that really play more in a like a 
state-wide arena because of my re-
lationship with the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office. They gave me a number 
of bills this year,” he said, adding 
he’s honored the office trusted him 
to carry some of its signature legis-
lation.

Another bill he helped get passed 
was the bipartisan Parole Board 
Transparency Bill.

“We wanted to see more sunlight 
on the parole board, and so did the 
Democrats. We wanted to do it a 
little bit differently, but ultimately, 

we were able to come to an agree-
ment about what was best and that 
passed,” he said.

The Rebuttable Presumption 
Against Bond bill, which Williams 
has been working on for two years, 
was not passed. 

The proposal “means is like, say 
you’re a felon and you are on bond 
for a pending trial, and then you 
go out and commit another felony. 
That person would have been held 
in jail without bond until they went 
in front of a court and proved why 
they were not going to be a flight 
risk and why they were safe in the 
community they were in,” he said.

Williams said this presumption 
is gone since Virginia has become a 
“soft on crime Commonwealth and 
puts felons first.”

The bill was among those pre-
sented to Williams from the Attor-
ney General’s Office.

“This was very important to 
them, and so we’ve got some oth-
er bills that are related to magis-
trates, bail, and bail reform, and 
that Admission of Bail Bill would 
likely probably take a Republican 
trifecta to get it back to Rebuttable 
Presumption Against Bail,” he said.

One thing he tried to work 
through the Senate was a require-
ment that bail would be secured be-
cause some people are able to sign 
out on an unsecured bond.

“They’re not putting up any collat-
eral,” he said. As a result, “there’s 
not  a downside if they break the 
law, there’s no disincentive to break 
the law because nothing going to 
happen to you.”

Williams said his impetus for pro-
posals comes from a variety of sourc-
es - representatives collect ideas, 
problems, and needs throughout 
the district and the communities.

“Last year, we heard a tremen-
dous amount of concern from all of 
our localities when it came to out-
dated and failing and crumbling 
water and sewer infrastructure. We 
heard it from multiple localities, 
so we worked on putting together 
a study for opportunities for rural 
area public water and sewer sys-
tem upgrades,” he said, adding that 
study would have benefitted all the 
communities.

“But it took speaking to all of 
them to realize, ‘oh, we need a glob-
al solution on this issue,’” he said.

If he’s elected in the Nov. election 
to serve the new 47th District, Wil-
liams said he looks forward to lis-
tening to the new district’s concerns 
and issues and then putting his ex-
perience as a successful legislator 
to work to find solutions.

Indictments
(cont. from page 1)

*Shelly Hamm, 54, of Stuart, pos-
session of Sch. I or II drugs, Nov. 17.

*Amanda Ina Hope Handy, 45, 
of Meadows of Dan, one count each 
child endangerment and child cru-
elty, Sept. 23.

*Kenneth Monroe Handy, 50, of 
Meadows of Dan, one count each 
child cruelty, possess firearm by 
violent felon, and child endanger-
ment, Sept. 23.

*Brandy Lynn Humphries, 39, of 
Cana, false statement on firearm 
form, Jan. 1, 2022.

*Kirsten Alexandria Lewis Jones, 
27, of Ararat, one count each inde-
cent liberties with child and use of 
communication system to facilitate 
indecent liberties, Jan. 27.

*Jerry Marshall, 46, of Stuart, 
one count each DMW perjury and 
altering/forging title, Nov. 21.

*David Bryan Ramsey, 47, of Rip-
plemead, one count each rape child 
less than 13 years old and aggra-
vated sexual battery, on or between 
Aug. 6 through Aug. 8.

*Mary Jean Ramsey, 41, of Rip-
plemead, child endangerment, on or 
between Aug. 6 - 8.

*David Wayne Trent, 46, of Stu-
art, possession of Sch. I or II drugs, 
Nov. 17.

*Daniel Tucker, 61, of Critz, one 
count each possession of Sch. I or II 
drugs and possess Sch. I or II drugs 
while possess a firearm, Aug. 11.

*Jason Ramon Wooden, 40, of 
Stuart, possession of a Sch. I or II 
drug, Oct. 19.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)
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WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
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Credit Union,” said Underwood. 
“ValleyStar has been a valuable 
partner to P&HCC for over thir-
ty years, and we couldn’t be more 
honored that they chose to increase 
their investment in our students, 
our college and our community.” 

ValleyStar scholarship recipients 
are called ValleyStar Scholars. The 
$1,500 scholarships are awarded 
to students with financial needs 
studying business and/or account-
ing. The $6,000 donation increased 
the yearly number of ValleyStar 

Scholars from two to four. 
In addition to the ValleyStar 

Scholars program, a donation was 
made to help support the motor-
sports program, which allows the 
program to race its late-model car 
in local races at Martinsville Speed-
way while continuing to provide 
hands-on training opportunities for 
students. The $10,000 motorsports 
program donation will be made an-
nually through 2025.

ValleyStar is a full-service finan-
cial institution that is headquar-
tered in Martinsville. For more in-
formation, visit valleystar.org.

when that happens. Without in-
frastructure, you don’t really get 
any growth. That’s why we really 
don’t have a lot of growth in Patrick 
County, because of the shortage of 
infrastructure,” he said.

Foley believes the county needs 
to seek grants for infrastructure 
improvement and create a five-year 
plan. Work also may be needed on 
the Patrick County Administration 

Building. 
“There’s a lot of cracks in it, and 

I really think we need a structur-
al engineer to check it out to try to 
make sure that the building will be 
usable for the next 50 years,” he 
said.

“The citizens of Patrick Coun-
ty are very smart and have great 
ideas. I’ve heard a lot of them over 
the years, and we just need to work 
for the future of the county,” he 
said.

“I am particularly interested in 
what’s actually going on and ev-
erything that’s going in front of the 
board and being voted on,” she said. 
“I don’t have an agenda because I 
am going in open-minded and not 
making promises I cannot fulfill 
without a majority vote.” 

She added, “it is my belief that the 
citizens of Patrick County should 
have a voice in what happens in 
their own community. It is my de-

sire to be a part of a Board of Su-
pervisors that listens, learns, and 
lives up to their duty to represent 
Patrick County.”

Mickles, who has served three 
years as a Deputy Clerk in the Pat-
rick County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office, said she has helped resi-
dents “with all their estate and pro-
bate needs, and performing other 
various duties” in that post. 

She worked in the banking sec-
tor in the past and also previously 
owned a business in Henry County. 

how to balance a budget using com-
mon sense business strategies.

“Fiscal management and strong 
leadership are crucial to our county, 
and I feel that my prior experience 
as a town councilman will assist me 
in the decision-making that will af-
fect the citizens of Patrick County,” 

he said.
Puckett said he looks forward to 

serving if elected.
“I am looking forward to working 

with the other county supervisors 
and will represent the Blue Ridge 
district with the same energy and 
tenacity that I used during my ten-
ure on the town council,” he said. 
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Wrestling
(cont. from page 1)
te school up in Floyd,” Rutter said.

The March 25 event is because 
“wrestlers in the community and 
local wrestlers wanted to do some-
thing just as a tribute to” Pack, and 
“also to do it at Stuart Elementa-
ry where he worked,” Rutter said, 
adding that proceeds from the event 
will go back to the school and to 
Steel’s family. 

The show will include six match-
es, plus a Battle Royal for the vacat-
ed NICW Heavyweight Champion-
ship will be the main event.

“That was the championship that 
Kenny had held until he passed 
away. So, that one’s going to be de-
cided in that Battle Royal,” Rutter 
said.

Other championship matches will 
be for the vacated NICW Tag Team 
Championship, the vacated NICW 
Mid-Atlantic Heritage Champi-
onship, and a five-man Gauntlet 
match for the NICW Cruiserweight 
Championship. 

A Legends Grudge match and two 
other singles matches also will be 
held.

“All the guys who are in the Leg-
ends match are kind of the ones that 
all either trained or came up with 

Kenny when he started wrestling,” 
Rutter said. “Everyone that’s on the 
card wrestling has either trained 
with Kenny or have been on shows 
with Kenny, and they all think a lot 
of him.”

He estimated 25 wrestlers will 
perform during the event.

Rutter said around 200-300 peo-
ple usually attend the wrestling 
events. The auditorium can hold 
500 people between the 300-floor 
seats and 200 bleacher seats.

“We really want to invite as many 
people as possible to come out” to 
the show, he said.

Before the matches begin, Rut-
ter said some of the wrestlers will 
be out to meet the fans, sign auto-
graphs, and sell their merchandise.

Advance tickets are $12 for floor 
seats and $10 for bleacher and gen-
eral admission seats. Tickets at the 
door are $15 for floor seats and $12 
for bleacher and general admission 
seats.

Advance tickets can be purchased 
at Stage Coach, the Stage Coach 
Wagon, El Rancho, Boyce-Holland 
Veterinary Services, Lowes Foods, 
Country Convenience, and Little 
Caesars.

Concessions will also be available 
for purchase. 

For more informa-
tion, call Rutter at 
(276) 340-3944.

National Independent Championship Wrestling (NICW) will hold a Mardi Gras Brawl to 
honor Ken “The Machine” Steel, a former pro wrestler from Patrick County known by many 
locally as Ken Pack.

Youngkin releases millions to combat pandemic learning loss
Gov. Glenn Youngkin 

announced the upcom-
ing release of $30 mil-
lion in Learning Recovery 
Grants to parents to be 
used for qualifying educa-
tion services intended to 
address the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on 
students’ educational prog-
ress and well-being. 

“Virginia’s students and 
children across the country 
experienced catastrophic 
learning loss throughout 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic from the loss of in-per-
son instruction and in-
school support services,” 
he  said.  “These targeted 
resources for parents will 

ensure that many children 
in Virginia have access to 
the tutoring, summer en-
richment programs and 
other specialized services 
they need in order to reach 
their full potential and 
combat the severe learning 
losses.” 

Qualifying students whose 
family income does not ex-
ceed 300% of Federal Pover-
ty Level will receive a $3,000 
K-12 Learning Recovery 
Grant; all other qualify-
ing students will receive a 
$1,500 K-12 Learning Re-
covery Grant.  

“Virginia fourth graders 
had the largest decline in 
the country for both math 

and reading -- three times 
worse than the national 
average,”  said Secretary of 
Education Aimee Rogstad 
Guidera.  “We are on the 
cusp of losing an entire gen-
eration of students.  Parents 
deserve actionable informa-
tion and financial support 
to determine and access the 
tools for their child to com-
bat their learning losses.” 

A parent-friendly, acces-
sible, and secure online 
service will allow qualify-
ing students and their par-
ents to access the vetted 
and approved education 
services more quickly; ser-
vices that they need to ad-
dress the negative effects 

the pandemic has had on 
their educational progress 
and well-being. 

Accompanying this 
rollout is the unveiling 
of  Virginia’s Visualiza-
tion and Analytics Solu-
tion (VVAAS), a revolution-
ary platform that provides 
parents and teachers ac-
tionable data that will shed 
greater light on individual 
student learning loss and 
growth. Nearly half of Vir-
ginia school divisions now 
have access to the VVAAS 
platform with the rest join-
ing the platform in the 
next two months. The Vir-
ginia Department of Edu-
cation is currently training 

over 800 school division 
staff members to access, 
navigate, understand and 
ultimately use this pow-
erful information to best 
meet student needs, target 
remediation efforts, and 
strategically use division 
resources.  

An additional  25 inno-
vative Bridging the Gap 
school divisions  will re-
ceive additional training 
through a partnership 
with William and Mary 
where they will also devel-
op best practices and ways 
to effectively use this data, 
which will be shared with 
all school divisions this 
summer. 

Training
(cont. from page 3)
new technology or newer technolo-
gy of hybrid and electric vehicles.”

Reynolds’ department looks for-
ward to seeing the curriculum and 
learning everything they can about 
this unique type of vehicle fire, he 
said.

“It affects every firefighter, you 
know from paid to volunteer, big de-
partments, small departments, you 
know, the car fires are out there ev-
ery day,” Reynolds said. “So it’s just 
better to protect us to learn how to 
fight those fires because it’s import-
ant.”

The Virginia Department of Fire 
Programs will develop the training 
program, utilizing fire experts and 
industry representatives, according 
to Will Merritt, VDFP marketing 

and communications manager. 
A workgroup will create the cur-

riculum in concert with VDFP staff, 
Merritt stated via email. The curric-
ulum is then “piloted, finalized and 
posted for registration in VDFP’s 
learning management system, Cor-
nerstone OnDemand,” he stated.

“As electric vehicles become more 
popular, it is important that Vir-
ginia’s fire service be adequate-
ly trained to fight electric-vehicle 
fires,” Merritt stated.

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s Robertson School of 
Media and Culture. Students in the 
program provide state government 
coverage for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.
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Affordable Health 
Screenings Coming to Stuart  

Residents living in and around 
Stuart, Virginia can learn about 
their risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease, osteoporosis, diabetes, and 
other chronic, serious conditions 
with affordable screenings by Life 
Line Screening. John D Hooker 
Memorial Building will host this 
community event on 4/4/2023. The 
site is located at 420 Woodland 
Drive in Stuart.

Screenings can check for:
•	The level of plaque buildup in 

your arteries, related to risk for 
cardiovascular disease, stroke 

and overall vascular health.
•	HDL and LDL Cholesterol levels
•	Diabetes risk
•	Kidney and thyroid function, 

and more

Screenings are affordable and 
convenient.  Free parking is also 
available.  

Special package pricing starts 
at $159, but consultants will work 
with you to create a package that 
is right for you based on your age 
and risk factors.  Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website at www.
lifelinescreening.com.  Pre-regis-
tration is required.

Community Trash Pick Up

The Patrick Springs Ruritan 
Club’s Community Trach Pick Up 
attracted help from the club and 
others as well as Patrick Springs 

Boy Scout Troop 69. On March 4, 
trash was collected between Prov-
idence Drive to U.S. 58 on Spring 
Road (Virginia 680), and across 

the highway on South Mayo Drive 
to the bridge before Big A School 
Road. 

A big thanks to the Boy Scouts 

from Troop 69, their leaders, and 
members from the Ruritan Club 
that participated in this community 
project.
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No to WOTUS Rule
Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith

In January, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (the Army 
Corps)’s published a final Waters of 
the United States, or WOTUS, rule. 
This rule is scheduled to take effect 
on March 20th. It makes significant 
changes to expand the federal gov-
ernment’s authority to regulate any 
body of water.

Using sweeping terms to define 
millions of acres, the rule places 
enormous burdens on private prop-
erty owners, creating uncertainty 
for Americans.

This new rule arguably gives the 
EPA and Army Corps the ability to 
regulate a medium sized mud pud-
dle in your yard. When building 
a fence on their land, Americans 
shouldn’t need a team of attorneys 
to navigate federal regulations.

The Obama administration pro-
posed a similar rule. I have always 
opposed this flawed regulatory ap-
proach.

As soon as the final Biden rule was 
published, I co-sponsored House 
Joint Resolution, H.J.Res.27, to ter-
minate this rule through the  Con-
gressional Review Act,  which pro-
vides a mechanism to overturn 
regulations.

I voted for H.J.Res.27 on March 
9th, which passed 227-198.

The Senate must also pass the 
resolution in their chamber. I think 
the Senate is likely to pass this res-
olution.

However, the President must sign 
the resolution into law. I do not 
foresee that happening.

As an aside, I have always thought 
this part of the  Congressional Re-
view Act  was illogical because it 
takes both houses of Congress and 
the President to pass a bill, but an 
unelected bureaucracy working for 
the president can pass regulations 
on their own. The elected Congress 
ought to be able to disapprove with 
a mere majority.

Since that is not currently the 
law, the fight against this bad pol-
icy turns to the courts.

After the rule was published in 
January, Texas filed a lawsuit to 
stop the rule. The lawsuit argues 
that the federal agencies tasked 
with implementing this rule, “un-
constitutionally and impermissibly 
expand their own authority beyond 
Congress’s delegation in the Clean 
Water Act—intruding into state 
sovereignty and the liberties of the 
states and their citizens.”

I agree with the theory put for-
ward in the Texas lawsuit.

In February, Virginia’s Attorney 
General Jason Miyares filed a sim-
ilar lawsuit against the EPA and 
Army Corps. He did so along with 
23 other states.

I support Attorney General 
Mirayes joining the lawsuit on be-
half of Virginia as landowners in 
the 9th  District and around the 

state shouldn’t have to worry about 
the federal government policing riv-
ulets or medium sized mud puddles.

As the Farm Bureau said, farm-
ers are worried about noncompli-
ance after doing something as sim-
ple as plowing their fields.

WOTUS sounds likes big brother 
has reared its ugly head.

Recognizing the negative effect 
this rule will have on thousands of 
small businesses, multiple business 
groups like the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association (NCBA) and 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
filed their own lawsuit in February 
to challenge the Biden Administra-
tion’s WOTUS rule.

In their press release announc-
ing their lawsuit, the NCBA Poli-
cy Vice-Chair Gene Copenhaver of 
Washington County, Virginia, stat-
ed, “My cattle operation in south-
west Virginia has a creek that only 
carries water after large storms. 
Under this WOTUS rule, we could 
be subject to complex federal regu-
lation.”

That being said, this all may soon 
be a moot point.

The Biden Administration went 
forward with their new WOTUS 
rule despite the fact that there is an 
impending Supreme Court ruling 
in Sackett v. EPA, which is expect-
ed to provide a plain, unambiguous, 
meaning of the law upon which the 
WOTUS rule is based.

 In the 2006 U.S. Supreme Court 
case  Rapanos v. United States, 
which challenged federal jurisdic-
tion to regulate isolated wetlands 
under the Clean Water Act, Justice 
Kennedy created the “significant 
nexus” test. In determining what 
constituted waters of the Unit-
ed States, this test had two parts: 
First, there must be a connection 
to a downstream waters of the U.S. 
Second, the area in question must 
have an effect on the chemical, 
physical, or biological integrity of 
traditional navigable water. 

Many have criticized the “signifi-
cant nexus” test as being too vague 
and that the expansive language 
encourages regulators to interpret 
the definition of WOTUS as increas-
ingly broad.

While the Trump administration 
did not utilize the test, instead opt-
ing for a narrower definition, the 
Obama and Biden Administrations 
both used the “significant nexus” 
test when defining WOTUS.

If the Supreme Court rules that 
the significant nexus test is not val-
id or changes it in a significant way, 
the Biden Administration rule will 
be void and they will have to start 
the process all over again.

If you have questions, concerns, 
or comments, call my Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg office at (540) 381-5671, 
or via email at www.morgangriffith.
house.gov.
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New requirements for the 
“Product of USA” label proposed

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
released a proposed 
rule with new regulato-
ry requirements to bet-
ter align the voluntary 
“Product of USA” label 
claim with consumer 
understanding of what 
the claim means. The 
proposal allows the 
voluntary “Product of 
USA” or “Made in the 
USA” label claim to be 
used on meat, poultry 
and egg products only 
when they are derived 
from animals born, 
raised, slaughtered and 
processed in the United 
States. The increased 
clarity and transpar-
ency provided by this 
proposed change would 
prevent consumer con-
fusion and help ensure 
that consumers under-
stand where their food 
comes from.

“American consumers 
expect that when they 
buy a meat product at 
the grocery store, the 
claims they see on the 
label mean what they 
say,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

“These proposed chang-
es are intended to pro-
vide consumers with 
accurate information 
to make informed pur-
chasing decisions. Our 
action affirms USDA’s 
commitment to ensur-
ing accurate and truth-
ful product labeling.”

The USDA’s proposed 
rulemaking is support-
ed by petitions, thou-
sands of comments from 
stakeholders, and data. 
In July 2021, USDA ini-
tiated a comprehensive 
review to understand 
what the “Product of 
USA” claim means to 
consumers and inform 
planned rulemaking 
to define the require-
ments for making such 
a claim. As part of its 
review, USDA commis-
sioned a  nationwide 
consumer survey. The 
survey revealed that 
the current “Product of 
USA” labeling claim is 
misleading to a major-
ity of consumers sur-
veyed, with a signifi-
cant portion believing 
the claim means that 
the product was made 

from animals born, 
raised, slaughtered and 
processed in the United 
States.

The USDA’s compre-
hensive review shows 
there is a clear need 
to revise the current 
“Product of USA” label 
claim so that it more 
accurately conveys U.S. 
origin information.

Under the proposed 
rule, the “Product of 
USA” label claim would 
continue to be volun-
tary. It would also re-
main eligible for ge-
neric label approval, 
meaning it would not 
need to be pre-approved 
by USDA’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service 
(FSIS) before it could 
be used on regulated 
product, but would re-
quire supporting docu-
mentation to be on file 
for agency inspection 
personnel to verify. The 
rulemaking also propos-
es to allow other volun-
tary U.S. origin claims 
we see on meat, poultry 
and egg products sold in 
the marketplace. These 
claims would need to 
include a description 
on the package of all 
preparation and pro-
cessing steps that oc-
curred in the United 
States upon which the 
claim is made.

The agency encour-
ages stakeholders, both 
domestic and interna-
tional, to comment on 
the proposed rule. The 
proposed rule will be 
open for public com-
ment for 60 days after 
publishing in the  Fed-
eral Register. Public 
comments can be sub-
mitted at  www.regula-
tions.gov.

Congressional staff 
to visit communities
U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith’s Ninth Dis-

trict  staff will be available at the following 
locations on March 22: 

* Henry County from 10–11:30 a.m. in the 
Summerlin Room of the Henry County Ad-
ministration Building, located at 3300 Kings 
Mountain Road, Martinsville.

* Patrick County from 12:30 – 2 p.m. in 
the Patrick County Administration Build-
ing Conference Room, located at 106 Rucker 
Street, Stuart.

In the event of inclement weather (heavy 
snow, sleet, icy rain, etc.), traveling office 
hours may be rescheduled to avoid putting 
constituents at risk. If a locality’s schools are 
closed, then its office hours will be closed as 
well. 

Call the Christiansburg Office at (540) 
381-5671 or the Abingdon Office at (276) 
525-1405 with any questions or to schedule 
an appointment time in the event of office 
hour closure.
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Social Security Matters
By National Social Security Advisor at 
the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens

Ask Rusty - Cutting Social Secu-
rity Will Make Me Lose My Home!

Dear Rusty: Politicians are talking about 
taking money from Social Security, but I 
need that money to support my daughter 
and pay for my home. I’m a widow, and my 
husband passed in 2017. I’ll lose my home 
if my Social Security benefits are cut. Please 
help. Signed: Widowed Senior

Dear Widowed Senior:  Despite what you 
might read or hear in the media, the main 
threat for you to lose any of your Social Se-
curity money is if Social Security is not re-
formed. In that case, everyone who receives 
benefits will see a cut of about 23% to their 
monthly benefit starting in about 2034. The 
way to avoid that is by updating the current 
Social Security law to address two primary 
issues:

1.      People now live much longer than 
when Social Security was enacted in 1935 
and when the last major program change 
occurred in 1983. Average life expectancy of 
beneficiaries today is mid-80s, compared to 
mid-60s when the program started. In other 
words, people now collect benefits for much 
longer (often decades longer) than the pro-
gram is designed to support. 

2.      The number of workers contributing 
to the program is growing much slower than 
the growth in beneficiaries receiving bene-
fits. That means the ratio of contributors to 
recipients is much less now than it has been 
in the past, which means program costs are 
growing faster than incoming revenue. 

Reality is that reform is necessary now to 
avoid cuts to everyone’s benefits later. But 
here’s a very important point that should 
comfort you – any reform enacted will almost 
certainly affect only those who have not yet 
claimed their Social Security benefits. That 
means you should not be affected because 
you’re already receiving benefits, and you 
will continue to do so at the same amount ex-
cept for the increases you will get from Cost 
of Living Adjustments (COLA). Every Social 
Security change ever made has affected only 
future beneficiaries, not current ones. The 
only real threat to your Social Security bene-
fit is if no changes are made and, even then, 
any cuts wouldn’t happen until about 2034. 

So please rest assured that your person-
al Social Security benefits will not be cut. 
Anything you hear now implying otherwise 
is a scare tactic designed to make headlines 
for political gain. The program must be re-
formed or face insolvency in a bit more than 
10 years, and that is what both Republicans 
and Democrats want to prevent. The differ-
ence between the parties is that one side 
wants to solve the problem mainly by rais-
ing Social Security payroll taxes on workers, 
whereas the other side wants to adjust the 
program to deal with the above two factors 
causing the problem. What is needed is bi-
partisan cooperation to reach a compromise, 
which Congress will hopefully eventually 
achieve. They already know how to fix Social 
Security; they just need to find the biparti-
san spirit needed to do so. For its part, the 
Association of Mature American Citizens 
(AMAC) has, for years, proposed changes 
which would restore Social Security to full 
solvency without raising taxes on American 
workers, and AMAC’s proposal has been well 
received by many in Congress. If you wish to 
review AMAC’s proposal, please go to www.
amac.us/social-security/.

In any case, contrary to what you might 
hear in the media, your current Social Se-
curity benefits should not be negatively af-
fected by any future Social Security reform 
enacted.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/23. Each dealership is inde-
pendently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those 
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.(844) 945-1631CALL 

NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 3.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23
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Feel Like A Million Bucks 
(Or Like 247,000 Bucks)

Be honest—have you ever 
driven past a billboard or con-
venience store advertising the 
lottery and thought, how great 
would it be if I won that…?

It’s not even a question; we’ve 
probably all had that thought 
cross our minds at least once or 
twice in our lives, even though 
the chances or winning are 1 in 
4 million. Those odds aren’t so 
hopeful, more like impossible, 
but what I’m suggesting here 
is that there’s a surefire way to 
feel as though you’ve won the 
lottery. How? With sleep.

In a recent study published in 
the journal Sleep, researchers 
followed over 30,000 patients 
and found that better sleep was 
similar in affecting how you 
felt as winning over $247,000! 
They measured “well-being” 
using several well-studied and 
standardized surveys like the 
General Health Questionnaire 
and Short-Form Health Sur-
vey. Another interesting aspect 
of the study was that the group 
with the best sleep also took 
the least sleep medications.

Who wouldn’t want to wake 
up feeling refreshed and re-
vived? Here’s how you can 
make it happen:

*Sleep longer. You don’t have 
to feel overwhelmed by this and 
suddenly try to change your 
whole routine. Start off grad-
ually, by going to bed just 30 
minutes earlier each night.

*Improve your sleep hy-
giene.  You may have never 
thought of “sleep” and “hy-
giene” in the same sentence, 
but this is what that looks like: 
a dark room, no TV watching or 
reading books in bed, and min-
imized cell phone use. Why? To 
keep your mind distraction-free 
and ready for rest.

*Offload your mind. Is your 
mind racing when you lay down 
to sleep?   Here are some ways 
to combat that:

*Exercise hard.  Exercise re-
duces stress and makes you so 
tired so that you can fall asleep 
earlier.

Write down what you need 
to remember to do. Do this so 
that you don’t stress out about 

forgetting what you need to do 
as you lie in bed. Better yet fi-
nally utilize that Calendar app 
and use it to “remember” things 
for you.

*De-stress. Stress itself is far 
too big of a topic to talk about 
here but it’s critical to reduce 
stress, not just for sleep but 
also for health, and for avoid-
ing sentences with too many 
commas.

*Turn down the heat. People 
like to be warm, but most peo-
ple actually sleep better and 
longer in a cooler room.  Turn 
down the thermostat, pile on 
less blankets, and see how that 
can actually make you feel 
more rested when you wake up.

*Minimize not only water, 
but especially caffeine after 
dinner.  Caffeine keeps you up 
and water can make you get up 
from sleep to use the bathroom.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. 
Written by Harvey Hahn, MD. 
Used by permission from www.
lifeandhealth.org Courtesy 
of LifeSpring – Resources for 
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Free school meals can help bridge the 
gap as SNAP Emergency Allotments end 

This week is National School 
Breakfast Week and No Kid 
Hungry is encouraging parents 
in the south Virginia area to fill 
out free school meal applica-
tions to help reduce food costs 
in the wake of emergency SNAP 
benefits ending.  

Free  school  meals  can help 
eligible families save $11 to $39 
per month on grocery bills, 
according  to  an analysis by 
the  National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research. This year, 
children with families at or be-
low 185 percent of the poverty 
level are eligible for free meals.

“Applying for school meals is 
more important than ever be-
fore,” said Sarah Steely, direc-

tor of No Kid Hungry Virginia. 
“While they can’t replace all the 
funds families received through 
the emergency SNAP benefits, 
free school meals can help par-
ents save money on groceries 
that can cover other necessities, 
while also providing important 
nourishment for students. Chil-
dren can’t learn on an empty 
stomach. Please apply now.”   

As of March 1,  families no 
longer receive pandemic-era 
emergency SNAP allotments, 
which increased the monthly 
benefit amount for SNAP 
recipients.  

The average SNAP recipi-
ent received around $90 in ad-
ditional benefits each month 

thanks to the allotment, accord-
ing to The Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities. The funds 
helped parents combat the loss 
of jobs and wages during the 
peak of the pandemic, and more 
recently helped offset the rising 
inflation and high food prices.  

Although the emergency al-
lotment is ending, families can 
find support by applying for 
school meal assistance through 
their local school district or 
access information regarding 
statewide and local resources 
by contacting 2-1-1 Virginia or 
visiting the Virginia Depart-
ment of Social Services’ food 
and other nutritional assistance 
webpages.

HRMS announces winders of Spelling Bee

Kylee Childress emerged 
as the winner of the Hardin 
Reynolds Memorial School’s 
(HRMS’s) school wide spelling 
bee on January 18.  Students 
from grades 4-7 participated 
to determine the top spelling 
champion.

Kylee is a sixth grader who 
enjoys going to church, writ-
ing, and playing the piano. She 
is a member of the Jr. Beta and 
Bible Clubs at HRMS. Kylee is 
the daughter of Christy and Ja-
cob Keffer. She enjoys hunting 

with her dad, spending time 
with little sister Paisley, and 
getting coffee with her mom.  

“I am a Christian who loves 
Jesus.  I give God all of the glo-
ry for winning the school spell-
ing bee,” Kylee said.

Seventh grader Rylan Mont-
gomery is the runner-up win-
ner and fifth grader Ronald 
Davis placed third.  Congratu-
lations to these spellers!

The school also recognized 
all of the top classroom spell-
ers who participated, including  

Mason Leath, Halo Martin, 
Bentley Rowe, Wyatt Bar-
lowe, Madison Watts, Braid-
en Brooks, Mason Whitlow, 
Jada Stump, Aiden Hagwood, 
Bentlee Davis, Jensen Har-
bour, Avalynn Huffman, Jake 
Holt, Leila Stephany, Cooper 
Wikstrom, Jennifer Stowe, 
Noah Jenkins, Asher Vaughn, 
Ariana Hagwood, Paul Mat-
thews, Gabby Reynolds, Cali 
Biggs, Lily Pritt, Madison 
Purdy, Jayson Turney, and 
Sky Evans.

The top three winners of the HRMS spelling bee are (left to right), Ronald Davis  
(3rd place), Kylee Childress (winner), and Rylan Montgomery (2nd place).

Kylee Childress won the spelling bee at 
Hardin Reynolds Memorial School (HRMS).
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FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

PLUS $1600 OFF

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
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’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Social Media Lifestyle Influencer Encourages Ferrum 
College Students to “Find Things That Bring You Joy”

On Thursday, March 2, mental 
health advocate and social me-
dia lifestyle influencer  Sydel Cur-
ry-Lee exclusively spoke to Ferrum 
College students and employees 
about balancing college life, men-
tal health, and athletics as part 
of the College’s JED Campus pro-
gramming in support of student 
well-being and mental health. 
Curry-Lee, who was on campus for 
Mental Health Awareness Day and 
Women’s Leadership Day, has over 
700,000 Instagram followers with 
whom she shares her life while em-
phasizing mental health advocacy.

Curry-Lee became a mental 
health advocate because of her 
interest in psychology. “I always 
knew I was going to be a psychol-
ogy major, even in high school,” 
said Curry-Lee, who began her 

mental health journey 
after an abusive rela-
tionship. She attend-
ed Elon University to 
study psychology and 
child development and 
play volleyball. After 
injuries—including a 
concussion that side-
lined her freshman 
year—forced her ear-
ly retirement from 
volleyball, Curry-Lee 
worked to find an iden-
tity outside of being a 
student-athlete.

“When I stopped 
playing, I went 

through a struggle of not knowing 
who I was and not knowing how to 
deal with all of the mental health 
issues I was faced with. At the time, 
social media was a place where peo-
ple could go to relate to others and 
to feel less alone. I couldn’t find 
anyone who was speaking authen-
tically about what they were going 
through. I wanted to be that person 
for someone else,” explained Cur-
ry-Lee.

A  friend convinced Curry-Lee to 
begin posting mental health related 
content on her Instagram account 
and after seeing how many people 
were making content creation their 
full time careers, Curry-Lee decided 
to quit her job and give social media 
a try. She received positive feed-
back from her followers and built 
her own community to not only help 

others, but to also help herself.
Now, Curry-Lee posts her con-

tent on a variety of different plat-
forms. In addition to her Instagram 
account, she has a YouTube vlog 
channel titled “A Curry Girl” and 
a TikTok account. Curry-Lee also 
produces a podcast, “Because Life”, 
on which everyday people share sto-
ries about their lives and a licensed 
therapist offers input. In addition, 
Curry-Lee, has a young son, Daxon, 
with her husband, Phoenix Suns 
professional basketball player Da-
mion Lee, and is the co-owner Do-
maine Curry Wine, which she owns 
with her sister-in-law, Ayesha Cur-
ry.

With all she has going on, Cur-
ry-Lee has difficulties finding bal-
ance. “In the influencer space, 
you’re constantly comparing your-
self to what others are doing. You 
have to stay on trends, and grow. 
Because I struggle with my mental 
health, I sometimes struggle with 
being an influencer because I’m not 
like everyone else. To find balance, I 
take time for myself, and I’m honest 
with my audience if I do take a so-
cial media break,” said Curry-Lee.

Curry-Lee hopes that the Ferrum 
College students are able to relate 
to her because she’s been in their 
shoes before. “I went to school for 
four years and was a 
student-athlete. Even 
though it’s been six 
years [since I was a stu-
dent], I still remember 

what it’s like to be in that position. 
Freshman year, I went in with high 
hopes of contributing to my team 
and making friends in my dorm, 
and just having great expectations 
for myself. Not everything worked 
out the way that I wanted it to, and 
that’s normal with anyone’s jour-
ney. No one is going to completely 
do what they envision for themself, 
and that’s okay,” she said. 

Curry-Lee offered advice to stu-
dents who are struggling with 
mental health. “Take advantage of 
the resources that are available on 
campus. Every school has a coun-
selor, and it’s a great place to start. 
Talking with a counselor was the 
first step in my therapy journey. I 
also recommend telling someone 
how you’re feeling, and to say it 
out loud. Don’t make any irrational 
decisions until you have spoken to 
someone about it,” she advised.

She also encouraged student-ath-
letes to find hobbies outside of their 
sport and other activities that will 
make them happy. “Start finding 
things that bring you joy, and bring 
that into your post-grad career. It’s 
going to be a big change,” concluded 
Curry-Lee.

For more information about JED 
Campus, visit  https://jedfounda-
tion.org/our-work/higher-ed/

PCHS committee 
hosts Prom 
Dodgeball

By Maria Turner
Student Intern
Patrick County High School’s Prom Commit-

tee hosted a dodgeball tournament March 3 as a 
fundraiser for the 2023 Junior and Senior Prom. 
There were 6 teams in the student division and 
9 adult teams. Each team paid $40 to enter the 
tournament. 

Many supporters and students came out to 
watch the tournament for $5 per person. The 
sponsors and students on the Prom Committee 
worked together to organize and work the event. 
The Prom Committee ran the concession stand, 
took up money for admissions, admitted adult 
and student teams, sold raffle tickets, and up-
dated the brackets.

The tournament began at 7 
p.m. and ended after about an 
hour and a half. The winners 
included Red Fern Services 
for the adult division and the 
Blue Ballers for the student 
division. 

Although a final profit has 
not been confirmed, Ashley 
Nowlin, a Prom Committee 
sponsor, said, “Just by admis-
sion cost, team registration 
fees, and 50/50 raffle tick-
ets alone, we made around 
$3,500-$3,700.” The money 
raised will go exclusively to-
wards funding the prom. This 
includes the cost of the venue, 
vendors, and decorations. 

The Prom Committee will 
not be doing any other fund-
raisers for the 2023 Junior 
and Senior Prom, but dona-
tions are appreciated and can 
be delivered to Patrick County 
High School.The winning teams of PCHS’ Prom Committee’s Dodgeball Tournament are pictured. The event raised between $3,500 and $3,700. All of the 

proceeds will benefit the prom. 
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LEAP INTO

at

105 N. Main St., Stuart, VA • 276-694-4438
https://www.mattie-bs.com

All New
Spring

Clothing

Great Gifts 
for Home & 

Wedding

Fill Your
Easter 

Baskets

Play 
Leap Frog With Us

Frog Friends are Hidden throughout the Stuart Area
Bring them back to us for Gifts

FROG HUNT BEGINS 3/21/23
Frogs are Located on public Property.   

No need to deface public property to find frogs.

20% Off
Spring 

Cleaning 
Products

Late caution—again—lifts William Byron to NASCAR Cup victory at Phoenix 

By Reid Spencer 
NASCAR Wire Service 
Kyle Larson and Kevin Harvick 

hate late-race cautions. 
William Byron loves them. 
After a two-tire call under the 

fourth caution flag in Sunday’s 
United Rentals Work United 500 
at Phoenix Raceway, Byron surged 
past Hendrick Motorsports team-
mate Kyle Larson in overtime to 
win his second straight NASCAR 
Cup Series race. 

Byron can thank Ford drivers 
Aric Almirola and Harrison Burton, 
who on successive weekends spun 
with a handful of laps left—at Las 
Vegas and Phoenix, respectively—
and gave Byron a chance to capital-
ize on the opportunity. 

As a result, Byron had his second 
victory of the season and a guar-
anteed ticket into the Cup Series 
Playoff. The driver of the No. 24 
Chevrolet won for the first time at 
Phoenix and for the sixth time in 
his career. 

Byron credited crew chief Rudy 
Fugle with the two-tire call that got 
him out front with a chance to win. 

“Owe the last couple weeks to 
him,” said Byron, who also won at 
Las Vegas on two fresh tires. “He’s 
done a really good job strategy-wise, 
and execution-wise we’ve done a 

good job to put ourselves in those 
positions on the front row with a 
shot at the end.  

“Thanks to everybody back at 
Hendrick Motorsports, putting to-
gether great cars, doing a great 
job. This is a big credit to them, en-
gine shop, (team owner Rick) Hen-
drick, everybody.”  

Harvick leaves his best track 
with a mountain of frustration as 
tall as spectator-friendly Rattle-
snake Hill at the east end of the 1.0-
mile speedway. That he posted his 
20th straight top 10 at Phoenix—a 
NASCAR Cup record for a single 
track—was of scant consolation. 

“It’s what I would have done,” 
Harvick said of crew chief Rodney 
Childers’ four-tire call. “I’d always 
rather be on offense. I just didn’t 
get a couple cars when that first 
caution came out. Kind of lost our 
chance. Still thought I had a chance 
there at the end. Those cars were 
quite a bit slower. They get all 
jammed up. 

“That’s the way it goes. Just 
smoked ‘em up until the caution. 
They did a great job with our Hunt 
Brothers Pizza Ford Mustang. 
Didn’t need the caution at the end.” 

Harvick had a commanding lead 
when Burton spun at the start/fin-
ish line on Lap 302 of 312. Harvick 

took four new tires on the ensuing 
pit stop but came out seventh be-
hind Larson, Byron, Ryan Blaney, 
Ross Chastain, Kyle Busch and 
Denny Hamlin—all of whom opted 
for two tires. 

Larson took the lead on a Lap 310 
restart, but an accident on the back-
stretch involving Noah Gragson, Ty 
Gibbs and AJ Allmendinger forced 
overtime, and Byron grabbed the 
lead after the restart on Lap 316. 

Blaney and Tyler Reddick, who 
had taken four tires, also got past 
Larson during the two-lap overtime 
to finish second and third, with Lar-
son holding fourth. Harvick came 
home fifth after leading 36 laps. 

For the first two stages, it ap-
peared Larson and Byron would 
decide the race between them. By-
ron grabbed the lead from his team-
mate on Lap 2 and held it thought 
the end of Stage 1 on Lap 60. During 
the stage break, Larson regained 
the top spot under caution, taking 
advantage of the No. 1 pit stall he 
earned for winning the pole on Sat-
urday. 

Larson dominated the second 
stage on the way to leading a race-
high 201 laps. But Harvick beat 
Byron off pit road for the second 
position during the Stage 2 break 
and kept Larson in his sights. After 
an exchange of green-flag pit stops 
that saw Harvick gain considerable 
ground, Harvick closed on Larson. 

With NASCAR’s new lower-down-
force competition package in use for 
the first time, the driver of the No. 

5 Chevrolet struggled in traffic, and 
Harvick closed in. When Larson 
had difficulty passing Justin Haley 
and Austin Cindric in succession, 
Harvick was on his bumper. 

On Lap 269, Harvick made the 
pass for the lead and pulled away 
to an advantage of nearly four sec-
onds before Burton’s spin slowed 
the field. 

Though Larson held the lead af-
ter one late restart, the second time 
proved the charm for Byron. For the 
second straight week Larson was 
frustrated. At Las Vegas, he lost a 
big lead when Almirola hit the wall. 
At Phoenix, he was mad at himself. 

“Restarts are just tough,” Larson 
said. “I felt like I ran William up 
pretty high. I was expecting him to 
lose some grip. But he did a really 
good job of holding it to my outside, 
clearing me down the back.  

“Yeah, I’m pissed off. Great fight 
by the team, great car—way better 
than we were here last year. Yeah, 
I mean, it’s a long season, but hope-
fully we’re in the Final 4 (Champi-
onship 4 race) when we come back 
here in November and can have a 
run similar to that with speed and 
try to execute a little bit better at 
the end.” 

Christopher Bell ran sixth, and 
defending race winner Chase 
Briscoe finished seventh after a 
slow start. Kyle Busch was eighth, 
and Hendrick drivers Alex Bowman 
and Josh Berry (subbing for injured 
Chase Elliott) were ninth and 10th. 

Bass Fishing Team 
competes in tournament

By Sandra Heath
Congratulations to PCHS recent 

graduates & members of the Pat-
rick & Henry Community College 
Bass Fishing Team Zach Heath and 
David Bryant and Ethan Hubbard, 
and fishing partner Shelby Rigney.  
They competed and fought windy 

conditions in their First BASS Na-
tion of Virginia Collegiate Champi-
onship tournament at Kerr/Buggs 
Island Lake against 10 other col-
lege fishing teams including James 
Madison University, Virginia Tech, 
Liberty and more.  

Pictured are Zach Heath and David Bryant members of the Patrick & Henry Community 
College Bass Fishing Team. Heath brought home Big Fish honors and a cash prize. Their 
lunker of the day was weighed in as their 9.99 pound limit and anchored by a 4.82 
kicker. They are all members of BASS Nation of Virginia as well as members of Collegiate 
Major League Fishing (MLF) the largest tournament fishing network in the world. The weigh 
in was held at Occoneechee State Park, Clarksville, Virginia and James Madison University 
brought home first place with 15.92 pounds. (Photo courtesy of BASS Nation of Virginia.)

William Byron, driver of the #24 Valvoline Chevrolet, drives during the NASCAR Cup Series 
United Rentals Work United 500 at Phoenix Raceway on March 12, 2023 in Avondale, 
Arizona. (Photo by Meg Oliphant/Getty Images)
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

O B I T U A R Y  S U B M I S S I O N 
D E A D L I N E  M O N D A Y  A T  N O O N

OBITUARIES 

Mary Kathleen “Kat” Knowles Layman 
Mrs. Mary Kathleen 

“Kat” Knowles Lay-
man, age 89 of Stuart, 
passed away Satur-
day, March 11, 2023, 
at Northern Regional 
Hospital in Mt. Airy, 
NC.  She was born on 
May 15, 1933, in Pat-
rick County to the late 
David Early Knowles 
and Louemma Puckett Knowles. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, 
Albert Billy Layman; one sister, 
Stella Harris; and three brothers, 
Roy Knowles, Jack Wilson, and 
David Early Knowles, Jr. Kat was 
a member of Community Primitive 
Baptist Church.  She was a sweet 
loving lady who loved the Lord, her 
family, her children, her Boston 
Terriers thru the years and working 
in her many beautiful flower beds.  

Surviving is one daughter and 
son-in-law, Laura and Chris Hau-
sler of Meadows of Dan; two sons 
and a daughter-in-law, Doug and 
Wanda Layman of Stuart, Jeff Lay-
man of Stuart; three grandchildren, 

Heather Pendleton 
and husband, Chris, 
Jonathan Layman, Ja-
cob Hausler; 6 great 
grandchildren, Ha-
ley, Karson, Maddie, 
Emma Rose, Adelyn, 
Harley; one brother 
and sister-in-law, Pat 
and Barbara Knowles 
of Meadows of Dan; 

special friends, Ruth Wingfield and 
Alice Cobbler; and several nieces 
and nephews.  

Funeral services will be held Sat-
urday, March 18, 2023, at 11:00 AM 
at Moody Funeral Home in Stuart 
with Pastors Danny Redman and 
Page Cobbler officiating. Burial will 
follow in the Community Primi-
tive Baptist Church Cemetery. The 
family will receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at the funeral 
home. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Community Prim-
itive Baptist Church c/o Brenda 
Ayers, 735 Clark House Farm Rd., 
Stuart, VA 24171.  Online condo-
lences may be sent to www.moody-
funeralservices.com.  

Linda Darlene Gilley 
Linda Darlene Gilley, 73, of Pat-

rick Springs, Va passed away on 
Sunday March 12, 2023 at her 
home. She was born on November 
30, 1949 to the late Christine Man-
ning Fain and Lee Fain. In addition 
to her parents, she is preceded in 
death by her brother, J.L. Fain.

She worked at Stanley and Bas-
sett Furniture and was a loving 
mother and grandmother.

Surviving are her son Scottie Gil-
ley SR of Critz, VA, one sister, Pat 
Nowlin of Fieldale, VA, two broth-
ers, Doug Fain of Bassett, VA, Tim 
Fain of Collinsville, VA and one 
grandson, Scottie Gilley JR.  

All service will be private.
Norris Funeral Services in Stuart 

is serving the Gilley family
Online condolences may be made 

at www.norrisfuneral.com.

Let the Storm Rage On
By Robin Reichelt
Patrick County Master Gardener

It was March 4th and you’d been 
watching Disney’s Frozen with your 
kids, but it was 50 degrees outside 
and sunny. It sure didn’t feel like 
winter, and yet we know that win-
ter may not be over. The average 
last frost date for this area is April 
28th, according to the Farmer’s Al-
manac.

The urge to plant your garden 
was strong. It was a warm, sunny 
day and so you planted. You weren’t 
worried. Unlike Elsa, your touch 
won’t turn your surroundings into a 
winter storm. You were going to get 
an early start on your garden.  

The weather was supposed to be 
nice for the next week and then 
the temperatures were supposed to 
drop. We were going to get a hard 
frost or maybe even worse a freeze. 
So, the timing is a little off.  You 
have to protect your plants. But 
how?

Frost or freeze?
First you need to understand the 

difference between a frost and a 
freeze. The difference helps to de-
termine what steps you’ll take to 
save your precious plants and battle 
those cold northern temperatures, 
even if the cold doesn’t bother you.  

A frost happens when the sky is 
clear, and the winds are calm.  The 
temperatures near the ground be-
come colder, dropping below 33 de-
gree F, and the air higher above the 
ground is warmer. This causes a 
temperature inversion.  

A freeze occurs when winds ac-
company cold air. The wind is usu-
ally above 5 mph, and the cold air is 

below 32 degrees F.
So now you know the difference, 

how does this help?  This knowl-
edge will allow you to make a better 
decision on what protection to use 
for which event.

What can be done?
One of the first and easiest things 

to do is ensure that your plants are 
well watered. A drought stressed 
plant is more susceptible to the 
cold. This goes for either a frost or a 
freeze. The moist soil will hold on to 
the heat longer and release it more 
slowly than dry ground. Notice I 
said moist, not wet.  

Make sure you are not tilling the 
ground before a frost or freeze for 
the same reason. Freshly cultivat-
ed ground losses moisture, allows 
cold air to penetrate deeper into the 
ground and exposes tender roots to 
the cold.

You are going to have to cover 
your plants. Again, the best way to 
cover will depend on the cold event.

For a frost, you can cover with 
row covers. The three most pop-
ular types of row covers are plas-
tic-covered trenches, floating row 
covers, and low tunnels which are 
hoop supported. Any of these will 
work well in a frost with no wind. 
All of them trap radiant heat from 
the ground around your plants and 
help to keep the temperature above 
32 degrees. 

It is key to remove them as soon 
as the temperatures rise above 
freezing as heat will build up quick-
ly under them.

However, your hope for an easy 
solution is dashed when the weath-
er report predicts and a freeze with 

wind gusts of 30 mph -- more like a 
scene from Frozen. 

Now what?
There are a couple of things you 

could do. If you have only planted a 
few plants you could dig them back 
up and put them is a cold frame. 
These are usually glass or plas-
tic covered frames that sit on the 
ground and are not heated.   

Or you could pot your plants and 
move them to a garage or into the 
house until the weather warms up.  

You could put cloches on your 
plants. These mini greenhouses 
work well if you only have a few 
plants to cover. They are heavi-
er because they are usually made 
of glass, so the raging wind won’t 
touch your plant and they shouldn’t 
blow away. 

However, they can be expensive. 
A cheaper version of the cloche is to 

cover your plants with clear plastic 
tubs, but you’ll need to weigh them 
down to keep the wind from blow-
ing them away. A couple of bricks 
placed on top should do the trick 
even if Elsa has lost her temper and 
a storm is raging. 

Another option is to put up hoop 
houses. These are semi-perma-
nent structures similar to low tun-
nels.  Hoop house are very effec-
tive for freezes. They provide wind 
protection and retain heat. They 
are secured to the ground so they 
shouldn’t blow away in a raging 
wind. They are more expensive and 
time consuming to put up and se-
cure, but can be reused as the need 
arises.

So, as you can see, there are op-
tions that will protect your plants 
should a frost or freeze be forecasted.

Pioneers
(cont. from page 2)
to see, because Christ came to save 
sinners.” When Dove asked Lack-
ey to come to church, he responded 
with hesitation that he would come. 
Lackey attended church that night, 
and he kept on coming back! On the 
last night of the revival, Dove asked 
for those who wanted to give their 
life to Christ to come forward. The 
small church was overflowing, and 
the aisles were crowded with peo-
ple. Overcome with the Holy Spir-
it, Lackey stood on the back of the 
pew in front of him, with his baby 
daughter in his arms, going from 
pew back to pew back, until he 
reached the front of the church!  

From the night of his conversion, 
Cain Lackey was a changed man. 
He had never learned to read or 
write, but now had a strong desire 
to learn more about the Christian 
faith. He asked Pastor Elgin for a 
Bible and proceeded to teach him-
self to read and write. He was later 
quoted as saying, “The Lord Jesus 
has been my teacher.” 

The same year as his conversion, 
Lackey married Miss Louvenia 
Carter, the daughter of Joseph and 
Mary Hylton Carter of Floyd Coun-
ty. Cain and Louvenia were both 
twenty-four years old. The year fol-
lowing their marriage, they added a 

daughter named Ida Belle, followed 
the next year by their first son, 
James Paul, and a year later, Bar-
ney Lackey was born. The young 
couple now had three daughters 
and two sons. Tragedy struck again 
in 1900, when Louvenia died at the 
age of thirty. 

Cain Lackey began the new cen-
tury at the age of thirty-one, having 
buried two young wives, and two in-
fant children. These were very hard 
times, but Lackey never lost his 
faith. He devoted his life to caring 
for his family by farming and saw-
milling and evangelizing to those 
that reminded him of himself before 
his conversion. It was not unusual to 
find Lackey preaching openly to the 
drinking men at a “corn husking.” 

In 1904, Lackey married Miss 
Hattie Virginia Elgin, the daughter 
of Alfred Elgin and America Houch-
ins of the Woolwine community. 
Coincidentally, Hattie was the sis-
ter to the minister who had called 
Cain Lackey “the worst man in the 
county” only ten years before! 

Next week, we will conclude our 
journey with Cain Lackey by learn-
ing more about his life in the minis-
try. Thank you again to Andy Doss. 
Woody may be reached at rockcas-
tlecreek1@gmail.com or 276-692-
9626. 

Are you looking to sell or buy a 
home or property in VA or NC?

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

Broker, Johnny Lambert • 276-952-5502

Lambert Realty

Country Homes, Farms
Mountain and Waterfront Property

Let Our Experience Work For You.
Broker in Virginia and North Carolina.

Call 276-694-2646 or email jlambert@swva.net
Check out our full  listings at www.uclambertrealty.com

Stuart, VA Office

April Webb
276-733-3575

Stan Webb
276-235-3149

� (See Let p. 11)
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Puzzle answers page 14

1. Is the book of Galatians 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. In how many verses is 
the specific name of Satan 
used in the Old Testament 
(KJV)? 0, 1, 15, 174

3. From Genesis 36, which 
city was Esau’s home base? 
Petra, Tyre, Gilgal, Perga

4. Which of these persons 

hid in a cave while God 
passed by? Noah, Moses, 
Abraham, Jonah

5. From Esther 5, who/
what was Zeresh? King of 
Persia, Mountain, Wife of 
Haman, River

6. In 1 Peter, to what an-
imal is Satan compared? 
Serpent, Wolf, Rat, Lion

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) 
15, 3) Petra, 4) Moses, 5) 
Wife of Haman, 6) Lion

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Let
(cont. from page 10)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

“God of the Living”
By Rev. Tommy Shepherd
Stuart Methodist Church

Luke 20: 27-38
In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 

20:27-40, Jesus is confronted by the 
religious authorities and is asked 
questions on the matters of the 
resurrection. The question is about 
who the husband to the woman in 
the resurrection will be in the resur-
rection when she had been married 
to all seven brothers. It is interest-
ing to me that the very individuals 
who pose this question don’t even 
believe in a resurrection for verse 
27 it says they are the ones  “who 
say there is no resurrection.” If you 
don’t believe in the resurrection, 
why would it matter?   It was all a 
ploy to trap Jesus in something he 
says that they could use against 
him. Let’s take a quick look at this 
section of scripture and see what is 
revealed. 

Jesus’ response is both simple and 
complex. Jesus says, “those who are 
considered worthy of a place in that 
age and in the resurrection from the 
dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage”  (vs. 35).  So, the simple 
answer to their question is no one 
in the resurrection is married.  No 
more discussion is necessary. That 
leaves the more complex answer to 
consider. 

The real question behind their 
question is this, “Is there a resur-
rection of the dead?”  Remember, 
these Sadducees don’t believe there 
is a resurrection. Jesus’ response to 
the resurrection question is that it 
depends on “those who are consid-
ered worthy.” Who is worthy? How 
can one be found worthy? No one is 
worthy as the apostle Paul tells us 
in Romans 3:10-12 “As it is written: 
‘There is no one righteous, not even 
one; there is no one who under-
stands; there is no one who seeks 
God. All have turned away, they 
have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not 
even one” (NIV). 

So, what is necessary to be found 

worthy?  In all our human efforts 
we are still not worthy.  There is 
no amount of good works that we 
can do to gain righteousness. How, 
then, can we be found worthy? We 
are found worthy only through 
faith in God alone through Christ 
alone!  Jesus is telling them that 
“yes, there is a resurrection!” It is a 
resurrection of the righteous (those 
who believe in the Lord), but we ar-
en’t told when. 

Have you ever asked yourself, 
“What happens when I die?” “Am I 
with the Lord, or not?” There is evi-
dence in the scripture that the body 
and spirit await the resurrection in 
the grave as we see when Martha 
responds to Jesus’ statement “Your 
brother will rise again.” She says, 
“I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day” 
(John 14:23, 24). Then there is also 
evidence that at death the spirit is 
immediately with God as we find in 
2 Corinthians 5:8 where Paul says, 
“We are confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the body 
and to be present with the Lord.”

This debate over what happens 
when we die is a debate that I be-
lieve will be discussed until the 
end of time. But as for me, I believe 
that we are spiritually in the pres-
ence of God when we die, for God is 
the God of the living, not the dead. 
Jesus says in this text that “… the 
fact that the dead are raised Moses 
himself showed, in the story about 
the bush, where he speaks of the 
Lord as the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob.  38  Now he is God not of the 
dead but of the living, for to him all 
of them are alive.” 

We are made alive in Christ. We 
are not children of the dead, but 
children of God.  When we accept 
the grace of God through Christ as 
our savior we literally die to sin and 
self and are resurrected to new life 
in Christ. Yes, there is a resurrec-
tion!  In Christ we are children of 
the resurrection!  In Christ we are 
given new life to live eternally for 
God is the God of the Living! Accept 
the gift of God and be made alive in 
Christ.

GIFT CARD
BINGO

Doors Open
6:00

Games Start
7:00 PM

April 7,
2023

Stuart Rotary  - Hooker Building
264 Woodland Drive
Stuart, VA 24171

Concessions Available
Individual Bingo Cards - $ 20.00
Bingo Game Card Packs - $25.00

Hosted By:
Patrick County

Alzheimer's
Group, LLC

The sun will come up  
No matter what type of protection 

you use, as soon as the tempera-
tures begin to rise, you will need to 
remove your protection. Too much 
heat can be just as damaging to 
your garden as too much cold.  

The urge to plant your garden as 
soon as the weather warms up for 
an early start is strong and it hap-
pens to all of us. We know that the 
possibility of a late frost or freeze 
could put all our hard work in per-
il. But having an understanding of 

these weather events and how you 
can protect your early plantings 
will allow you to get an earlier start 
on your garden and fresh vegeta-
bles on your table even if the storm 
rages on.  

(Gunter, Chris. (2020) Frost 
and freeze protection for vegeta-
bles. NC State Extension. https://
gardening.ces.ncsu.edu>2020/05/
frost-and-freeze-protection-for-veg-
etables-2/. Fernandez, Tom. and 
Cregg, Bert. (2012) Frost and freeze 
protection for nursey crops. https://
www.canr.msu.edu>news>frost_
and_freeze_.)
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick Paving)
Gravel hauling and 

spreading,  grading, mulch,
dirt, pavement maintenance 

and striping.  42 years
experience.  

Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 (office) 

or (276)- 340-8786 (cell)
Email:  ckendrick@
embarqmail.com or 

claytonk81@gmail.com

HAZELWOOD 
TRUCKING, INC., 
Gravel, sand, dirt.

Contact Danny or Mike 
(276) 694-7718.
Over 60 years of 

experience.
Serving Patrick County and 

surrounding areas.

MERRITT’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE

Providing mowing, 
mulching, shrub trimming 
and much more for Stuart 
and surrounding areas. 

Don’t wait, call today to get 
your yard contracted for the 

year at 276-692-8431.

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree cutting,
demolition and anything else 

you need done. 
Call Joe at (276) 229-1029.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 

overgrown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor and 
mini-excavator work. Free 
estimates. Call 276-229-

9410 or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

STEVE’S MOWER REPAIR 
Service and repair for all 
makes of lawn mowers. 

Pick up and delivery for a 
reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers with 
free pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net

Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & Electrical 

Contractors, Sales & 
Services, Licensed in VA & 

NC (276) 694-7308.

DANNY’S LANDSCAPING 
AND LAWN CARE  

driveway scraping, bush 
hogging, light backhoe, 
debris removal, mowing, 

mulching, plowing. Insured, 
free estimates. Call (276) 
694-6236 or (276) 693-

8987.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
25 Flu Blocks (used)-

$60.00. 
10” B&D Miter saw-$55.00
14” Shopcraft Band Saw w/

stand-$100.00
6” Dual wheel bench-top 

buffer w/stand-$65.00
20” 3.5 HP Push mower 

(like new)-$75.00
Exercise Bike-$20.00

Old Steamer trunk-$25.00
Car cover-$15.00
Call 276-629-7722

HELP WANTED

OUTSIDE WEEKEND 
WORK FOR PATRICK 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT.  

Flexible hours.  
Please contact Steve 
Swartz 276-694-6510

WILDERNESS IS 
LOOKING FOR 
EXPERIENCED 

LOGGERS. 
Apply in person at 14747 
Jeb Stuart Hwy, Stuart VA 
Starting pay is negotiable 

based on experience.

WILDERNESS IS 
LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME AND PART-TIME 
TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL 

REQUIRED.
Local runs

Home every night
Minimal weekends

Paid vacation
PTO

Insurance offered
Please apply in person 

at 14747 Jeb Stuart Hwy 
Stuart, VA

EXPERIENCED 
MECHANIC

40 hrs. Monday-Friday
Call Duncan Speed Shop

276-694-4133

FAIRY STONE STATE 
PARK NOW HIRING 

MULTIPLE SEASONAL 
POSITIONS!

Beach Maintenance Ranger
Beach Ranger (Lifeguard)

Boathouse Ranger 
Food Service Ranger
Interpretive Assistant
Maintenance Ranger

www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs
DCR is EEO

Apply online or at the park 
office: 

967 Fairystone Lake Drive 

Stuart, VA 24171  
276-930-2424

THE COUNTY OF 
PATRICK IS ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FROM 

QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 
FOR THE POSITION 
OF CIRCUIT COURT 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT/
COURT REPORTER. 

The successful candidate will 
perform complex executive 
and administrative duties 

for the Circuit Court Judge, 
efficiently direct judicial 

court activities, and perform 
technical and clerical work 

as the official Court Reporter.  
Excellent computer skills, 
attention to detail, and the 

ability to maintain strict 
confidentiality are required.  A 
high school diploma or GED 
is also required.  Previous 

legal office or court services 
administrative support 

experience is preferred. 
A complete job description 
is available on the Patrick 
County website at www.
co.patrick.va.us/careers.  

Applicants must be willing to 
submit to a drug screen and 

background check.  
This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 

vacation and sick leave, life 
insurance, retirement, and 

health insurance.  Hours will 
be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Monday through Friday.  

Overtime may be required.  
Patrick County employment 

applications may be 
obtained at http://www.
co.patrick.va.us/careers 

or from the Patrick County 
Administration Office, Room 

218, 106 Rucker Street, 
Stuart, VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application to be 
considered for the position.   
Applications and resumes 
may be emailed to Donna 
Shough, HR Director, at 

dshough@co.patrick.va.us, 
with a copy to Melissa Taylor 
at mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.  
Faxed applications will not be 
accepted.  The position will 

remain open until filled.  
The County of Patrick is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age.  

PATRICK & HENRY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN 
MARTINSVILLE, VA HAS 
THE FOLLOWING JOB 

OPENINGS:

ASCT Administrative 
Assistant
•	 https://jobs.vccs.edu/

postings/58424
•	 Minimum qualifications: 

Associate degree, 

administrative support 
experience, and 
experience working with 
students or customers.

•	 Salary range: $36,000-
$41,000

Nursing & Health Sciences 
Assistant:
•	 https://jobs.vccs.edu/

postings/58349
•	 Minimum 

qualifications: Associate 
Degree in Administrative 
Support Services, or 
related, with three years of 
office experience.

•	 Salary range: 35,500-
$38,500

Director of Planning and 
Evaluation
•	 https://jobs.vccs.edu/

postings/57703
•	 Minimum qualifications: 

Master’s degree from 
an accredited institution, 
advanced KSAs in 
planning and evaluations, 
experience in obtaining 
and maintaining 
educational accreditation 
or evaluation by an 
external body, and budget 
experience.

•	 Salary range: $80,000-
$90,000

For details and application 
information please visit http://

patrickhenry.edu/, scroll to 
the bottom of the page, and 

click on Employment 
Opportunities. Patrick & 

Henry Community College 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
disability, age, or veteran’s 

status.  Women and 
minorities are encouraged to 

apply.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended 

warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 

system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on 

the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + 

Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited 

Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now 

and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium 

Assured Heifer/Cow Sale. 
March 25th, 2023, 12:00 
noon. G&E Test Center 
Gretna, VA. Call George 
Winn at 434-489-4458.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 

$450+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 

BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-

608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 

Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-3083 

www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 

Government program for 
recipients of select programs 

incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 

Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-970-1995

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432
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Public Notice
The Patrick County Planning Commission will be having a Public 

Hearing on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. The location of the 
public hearing will be at the Patrick & Henry Community College in 
the Community Room.

The purpose of the hearing is to amend the Land Use section of the 
2021 Comprehensive Plan to include the use of residential, commer-
cial, and utility scale renewable energy by providing for the location of 
solar generator facilities while minimizing the impact of such facilities 
on Patrick County’s view shed and the County’s natural, agricultural, 
scenic, tourism and cultural resources.

Any citizen of this county shall have the right to state his or her 
views regarding this amendment to the Land Use section of the 2021 
Comprehensive Plan.

Authorized by: Patrick County Planning Commission
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY OF PATRICK

COUNTY OF PATRICK, VIRGINIA,
 a Political Subdivision of
 the Commonwealth of Virginia,
  Complainant,
v.   Case No. CL22-651
JAMES F. NOLEN, ET AL.,
  Respondent(s).

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The object of this suit is to enforce the lien of the Complainant, County of Patrick, Virginia, for delin-

quent real estate taxes against certain real property located in the County of Patrick, Virginia, described 
as follows:

Tax Map No. 4910-( )-138-
Account No. 18367

  All of that certain lot or parcel of land, together with the improvements thereon located and 
  appurtenances thereunto belonging, lying in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick 
  County, Virginia, and being more particularly described as follows:
  Beginning at a point on the northeastern margin of State Road 682; said point being 372.61 feet 
  northwest of the intersection of State Road 682 and a 50 foot proposed street and running along  

  said margin of State Road 682 North 34o 47’ West 125 feet to a point; thence leaving said margin
  North 39o 57’ East 246.02 feet to a point; thence South 36o 54’ East 148.86 feet to a point; thence 
  South 45o 38’ West 246.28 feet to the point of beginning and being known as Lot four (4) as 
  shown on a plat of survey for John D. Maselli as made by A.M. Barnard, C.L.S„ dated June 21, 
	 	 1977	and	of	record	in	Patrick	County	Circuit	Court	Clerk’s	Office	in	Plat	Book	13,	Page	34.
  And being the same real property conveyed to James F. Nolen and Peggy A. Nolen from 
  Nationwide Homes, Inc. by Deed dated September 7, 1982 and recorded on September 10, 1982 
	 	 in	the	Circuit	Court	Clerk’s	Office	in	Patrick	County,	Virginia	in	Deed	Book	229,	Page	124.
  This description is made subject to all easements, conditions, agreements, restrictions, and 
  reservations of record which affect the property herein described including but not limited to 
  those recorded in Deed Book 144, Page 412; Deed Book 162, Page 238; Deed Book 173, 
  Page 510.
  IT APPEARING	that	an	Affidavit	has	been	made	and	filed	stating	that	due	diligence	has	been	used,	

without effect, to ascertain the identity and location of certain parties to be served, that the last known ad-
dresses for the Respondents herein are as follows: James F. Nolen, who is believed to be deceased and whose 
last known address is 3271 Big A School Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Peggy A. Nolen, who is believed to 
be deceased and whose last known address is unknown; Otis Lee Bowman, whose last known address is 91 
Pole Bridge Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Wanda Gail Nolen Gray, whose last known address is 2275 New 
Hope Rd., Stuart, Virginia 24171; Margaret Ann Nolen Sowder, whose last known address is 2954 Iron 
Bridge Rd.. Stuart, Virginia 24171; Shannon N. Marshall, whose last known address is 3211 Big A School 
Rd.,	Stuart,	Virginia	24171;	and	that	any	officers,	heirs,	devisees,	and	successors	in	title	of	the	Respondent	
named herein are made parties Respondent to this action individually and/or by the general description of 
Parties Unknown, it is hereby

ORDERED that the parties herein and all Parties Unknown and/or whose location cannot be ascertained 
appear on or before April 17, 2023	in	the	Clerk’s	Office	of	the	Circuit	Court	of	the	County	of	Patrick,	Vir-
ginia, and do what may be necessary to protect,their interests in this cause.

      Entered on the 6th day of March, 2023.
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL22000651-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET, STUART, VA 24171
COUNTY OF PATRICK, VIRGINIA v. JAMES F. NOLEN, ET ALS
The object of this suit is to:
ENFORCE THE LIEN OF THE COMPLAINANT FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES
It is ORDERED that THE PARTIES UNKNOWN WHOSE 
LOCATION CANNOT BE ASCERTAINED
appear at the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or 
before APRIL 17, 2023

 MARCH 6, 2023
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NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SALE
172 Vesta Church Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated June 19, 2015 and recorded at 
Instrument Number 150000978 in the Clerk’s Office for the Patrick County Virginia Circuit Court, Virginia, 
securing a loan which was originally $135,801.00. The appointed SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, Common-
wealth Trustees, LLC will offer for sale at public auction at the front steps of the Circuit Court for Patrick 
County located at 101 W Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

April 12, 2023 at 2:00 PM 
improved real property, with an abbreviated legal description of the following described property, to wit:
ALL of that certain tract of land, together with the improvements thereon and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, lying and being in Blue Ridge Magisterial District of Patrick County. Virginia, being 
Lot #1 containing 5.4546 acres as shown on that survey entitled “MARK L. WOOD & HEATHER 
WOOD” prepared by Fork Mountain Surveying and Mapping. Inc. dated April 20, 2015, to be re-
corded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, simultaneously here-
with. AND as more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way, and all 
other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of Trust to be announced at the time of sale. A deposit 
of $20,000 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time of sale, in the form of 
certified check, cashier’s check or money order by the purchaser. The balance of the purchase price, with in-
terest at the rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date said funds are received 
in the office of the SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale. In the event of 
default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and expenses 
of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee. All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges, 
whether incurred prior to or after the sale, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the pur-
chaser. In the event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to 
be adjusted from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Purchaser agrees to pay the seller’s attorneys at 
settlement, a fee of $470.00 for review of the settlement documents.
Additional terms will be announced at the time of sale and the successful bidder will be required to execute 
and deliver to the Substitute Trustees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of bidding.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT Rosenberg & Associates, LLC 
 (Attorney for the secured Party)
 4340 East West Highway, Suite 600
 Bethesda, MD 20814 
 301-907-8000
 www.rosenberg-assoc.com

LEGAL

Chevrolet drivers 
have won all four Cup 
races this season. 

NASCAR Cup Series 
Race - United Rentals 
Work United 500

Phoenix Raceway
Avondale, Arizona
Sunday, March 12, 

2023
•	1. (3)   William Byron, 

Chevrolet, 317.
•	2. (8)   Ryan Blaney, 

Ford, 317.
•	3. (12)   Tyler Reddick, 

Toyota, 317.
•	4. (1)   Kyle Larson, 

Chevrolet, 317.
•	5. (15)   Kevin Harvick, 

Ford, 317.
•	6. (5)  Christopher Bell, 

Toyota, 317.
•	7. (24)   Chase Briscoe, 

Ford, 317.
•	8. (9)  Kyle Busch, Chev-

rolet, 317.
•	9. (18)   Alex Bowman, 

Chevrolet, 317.
•	10. (17)   Josh Berry(i), 

Chevrolet, 317.
•	11. (16)   Joey Logano, 

Ford, 317.
•	12. (25)   Ryan Preece, 

Ford, 317.
•	13. (7)  Michael McDow-

ell, Ford, 317.
•	14. (19)  Bubba Wallace, 

Toyota, 317.
•	15. (21)  Chris Buescher, 

Ford, 317.
•	 16. (30)   Austin 
Dillon, Chevrolet, 317.
•	 17. (13)   Martin 
Truex Jr., Toyota, 317.
•	 18. (4)  Brad Kes-
elowski, Ford, 317.
•	 19. (23)   Ricky 

Stenhouse Jr., Chevro-
let, 317.

•	20. (22)  AJ Allmending-
er, Chevrolet, 317.

•	21. (10)   Erik Jones, 
Chevrolet, 317.

•	22. (11)  Daniel Suarez, 
Chevrolet, 317.

•	23. (2)   Denny Hamlin, 
Toyota, 317.

•	24. (6)   Ross Chastain, 
Chevrolet, 317.

•	25. (20)  Austin Cindric, 
Ford, 316.

•	26. (28)   Corey LaJoie, 
Chevrolet, 316.

•	27. (26)   Justin Haley, 
Chevrolet, 316.

•	28. (14)  Ty Gibbs #, Toy-
ota, 316.

•	29. (32)   Noah Gragson 
#, Chevrolet, 316.

•	30. (35)  Ty Dillon, Chev-
rolet, 315.

•	31. (34)   Zane Smith(i), 
Ford, 315.

•	32. (29)  Todd Gilliland, 
Ford, 314.

•	33. (31)   Aric Almirola, 
Ford, 313.

•	34. (36)   Cody Ware, 
Ford, 311.

•	35. (27)   Harrison Bur-
ton, Ford, 310.

•	36. (33)   BJ McLeod, 
Chevrolet, Fuel Pump, 
50.
Average Speed of Race 

Winner:  105.491 mph.
Time of Race:  3 Hrs, 0 

Mins, 18 Secs. Margin of 
Victory:  0.330 Seconds.

Caution Flags:  5 for 35 
laps.

Lead Changes:   10 
among 6 drivers.

Lap Leaders:     K. 
Larson 1;W. Byron 
2-63;K. Larson 64-118;R. 
Chastain 119;B. Kesel-
owski 120;K. Larson 121-
246;E. Jones 247-260;K. 
Larson 261-268;K. Har-
vick 269-304;K. Larson 
305-315;W. Byron 316-
317.

Leaders Summary 
(Driver, Times Lead, 
Laps Led):   Kyle Larson 
5 times for 201 laps; Wil-
liam Byron 2 times for 
64 laps; Kevin Harvick 
1 time for 36 laps; Erik 
Jones 1 time for 14 laps; 
Brad Keselowski 1 time 
for 1 lap; Ross Chastain 1 
time for 1 lap.

Stage #1 Top Ten: 
24,5,20,11,45,12,1,4,6,8

Stage #2 Top Ten: 
5,24,4,6,45,11,20,12,1,14 

Musical Theatre Senior Sarah Laliberte Performs Flashes of Life
Last month, Ferrum College 

Musical Theatre major Sarah Lal-
iberte took to the stage in Sale 
Theatre on February 24 and 25 to 
perform Flashes of Life: The Story of 
Lee Miller, Model Turned Photogra-
pher, a one-person show she wrote, 
produced, and performed for her se-
nior capstone project.

The play chronologically tells the 
story of Lee Miller, who was a New 
York fashion model in the 1920s 
before becoming a fashion and fine 
arts photographer in Paris. After the 

outbreak of World War II, Miller be-
gan a career in photojournalism as a 
war photographer for Vogue, taking 
some of the most famous images of 
the war.

Laliberte was inspired to tell Mill-
er’s story after Assistant Professor of 
Theatre Arts and Program Director 
Rebecca Crocker sent her an article 
about Miller. Crocker thought that 
Miller’s story would be a good fit 
for Laliberte, who was immediately 
intrigued. “The more I researched 
about her, the more I thought she 

was really interesting,” 
said Laliberte, who was 
able to connect to Mill-
er to tell her story in 
her own way. 

Laliberte included 
personal photos in her 
show. One photo that 
was very special to her 
was a photo of her fa-
ther, who unexpectedly 
died of cancer during 
the spring of her fresh-
man year. “He was 
never able to see me 
perform so this is a ded-
ication to him. He real-
ly meant a lot to me,” said Laliberte.

Crocker explains the importance 
of Laliberte and other students being 
able to put on their own shows. “The 
thing I love about this idea is that 
students can take this project and 
make their own work in the world. 

It’s a very powerful process, and can 
be pretty frustrating sometimes, but 
at the curtain call it is worth it. I 
am incredibly proud of Sarah, and I 
think she has really proven to her-
self that she has the ability to make 
it out there,” said Crocker. 

Red Bank Ruritan Club welcomes new members, presents Youth Award
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
hold a Public Hearing, Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the third floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building located at 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia, to establish 
a real estate tax rate increase, not to exceed $.73 per $100 of assessed 
value for the 2023-2024 fiscal year. The hearing will begin at 6:00 
p.m. in the 3rd floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Me-
morial Building, 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia. Action will be 
taken at the meeting.
If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please 
contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

LEGAL

Red Bank Ruritan Club’s 2022 Youth Award was presented to Ryan 
Chaney.

At its March 7 meeting, the president (far right) and other members of the Red Bank Ruritan Club welcomed 
seven new members. 
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NOTICE
All announcements to be included 

in the Community Calendar must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the 
week before publish date. Items 
are published as space permits. 
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Meetings

Wednesday, March 15
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. in 
the town office.

Monday, March 20
The Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) local board meeting will be held at 12:30 
p.m. in the Hooker Exhibit Hall, Frith Economic 
Development Center.

Wednesday, March 22
The Patrick County Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the sec-
ond-floor meeting room of the Patrick County 
Administration Building.

Events

Wednesday, March 15
The Patrick County Community Food Bank will 
hold a food distribution day at the Stuart site 
from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. There 
will be a morning distribution in Ararat from 
8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distribution in 
Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 16
The Patrick County Republican Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. in the Motorsports Hall of Fame 
Auditorium at the end of Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&HCC) Stuart site.

Friday, March 17
The Woolwine Methodist Church food truck will 
be at the Fairystone Fire Department from 3-5 
p.m.

Saturday, March 18
Xperience Youth Rally, Patrick County High 
School Auditorium, 6 p.m., Corey Ball is 
the speaker. A drama will be presented by 
Redemption Point Church. The PCHS Praise & 
Worship Team will be featured.

Country breakfast, from 6:30-10 a.m. at the 
Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department. Adult 
plates are $10 each and child plates are $5 each. 
All to go plates are $10 each. To call in an order, 
call (276) 930-2113.

The Collinstown-Stateline Community Building 
in Westfield, NC, will hold its annual Chicken 
Stew starting at 4 p.m. Food will be carry-out 
only, and donations will be accepted.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold a sausage 
and pancake breakfast with beverage from 7 
a.m. to 10 a.m. Plates are $8 each and can be eat 
in or take out. Proceeds will benefit the club’s 
scholarship fund.

Tuesday, March 21
The Dobyns Community Crime Watch meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. in the Dobyns Community Cen-
ter. The guest speaker will be Inv. Jason Kruse 
speaking on internet crimes against children.

The Patrick County Planning Commission will 
hold a sub-committee work session at 4 p.m. in 

the Community Room of the Patrick & Henry 
Community College (P&HCC), Stuart site.

Thursday, March 23
An informational meeting to gauge interest in 
the Stuart area for a new Ruritan club will be 
held at 7 p.m. in the community room of Patrick 
& Henry Community College (P&HCC). This 
will be the 3rd in a series of informational meet-
ings.

Saturday, March 25
The Colonel Abram Penn and Patrick Henry 
Chapters Daughters of the American Revolution 
will conduct a genealogy workshop from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Stuart Library.

Batts Blooming Blessings Farm will hold a fund-
raiser for the Homebound and homeschool prom. 
The event starts at 11 a.m. and includes a fish 
fry/bake sale and a free petting zoo. Plates are 
$8 each, and combos with dessert and drink are 
$10 each. A cake walk with a $5 entry fee will 
also be held. For more information, call Shavon-
da Redd Teague at (276) 229-5569.

Sunday, March 26
Mountain View Church, 3639 Mountain View 
Road, Meadows of Dan, will hold a community 
meal free of charge at 5 p.m.

Saturday, April 1
The annual Stuart Wine & Beer Festival will be 
held from 12-4 p.m. at the Stuart Farmers’ Mar-
ket. Admission is free and there will be a $10 
wine tasting.

Friday, April 7
The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC, 
will hold a Gift Card Bingo event at the Stuart 
Rotary – Hooker Building. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m. Individual bingo cards 
are $20, and the bingo game card pack is $25. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.

Saturday, April 8
Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness Church 
will hold a Community Easter Egg Hunt from 
2-4 p.m.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or 
just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 

with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the LEGO 
Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. This program is mainly intended for school 
age children. For more information, call the li-
brary at (276) 694-3352.

The Ararat Ruritan Club hosts virtual raffles 
on its Facebook page on the first of each month. 
Various items are raffled off at $10 or $20 per 
limited chance. There are 30-35 chances on each 
raffle. Prize values range from $150 to $400. 
For more information, go to Facebook.com/Ara-
ratRuritanClub or contact the club via email at 
AraratRuritanClub@gmial.com or Kevin Smith 
at 276-229-6493.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held 
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Quilted Colors. For more information, call 276-
694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.
com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in 
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Beginning tai-Chi classes, especially for seniors, 
will be offered at the Hooker Building at Rota-
ry Field in Stuart on Mondays and Thursdays. 
Monday hours are from 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 
Thursday hours are from 3-4 p.m.

The Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
and our Region Four Auxiliary Communication 
network (AUXCOMM) are meeting in person. 
Everyone interested in ham radio is invited to 
attend the BARC meeting, and all AUXCOMM 
volunteers and curious hams are encouraged to 
attend the AUXCOMM meeting. AUXCOMM 
meets at 6:30 p.m. and BARC meets at 7:30 
p.m. on the 4th Thursday of each month at the 
First Christian Church in Galax, VA. Mark your 
calendars!  Both organizations serve SW Vir-
ginia and NW North Carolina. Visit www.bri-
arpatcharc.com for the latest scoop, local on-air 
networks details and VE test sessions for station 
licensing.

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

540- 745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Floyd, VA

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

102 S Locust St Floyd, VA 24091• 540-745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

This property is located along the bold and beautiful Dodds Creek. It features 
9.92 acres with an old home. There is an existing logging road, septic system 
and electricity already in place. Located on a paved, state maintained road and 
near the Blue Ridge Parkway. Property would be perfect for the construction 
of your new home! $119,000
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Youth Art Month celebrated with library exhibit 
Art teachers in Patrick Coun-

ty schools hosted a reception at 
the Patrick County Public Library 
on March 9 for Youth Art Month 
(YAM) show, which met with suc-
cess, according to Grace Helms, an 
art teacher. 

“The night was full of laughter 
and scavenger  hunts. Music was 
provided by Cedar Wade, a young 
musician that plays the fiddle,” 
said Helms. “A lyrical dance perfor-
mance was given by Abigail Lavin-
der, a sophomore at PCHS.”

Art teachers “would like to thank 

the young artists, families, pa-
trons, and library  staff. We appre-
ciate Garry Clifton and the Patrick 
County Library team for allowing 
us to do the show. We had approxi-
mately 130 people attend the show,” 
Helms said. 

Sam Edmonson, Library Story-
time director, procured refresh-
ments and helped out in other ways, 
Helms said.

The four art teachers in Patrick 
schools are Cynthia Ballard, who 
serves Blue Ridge  and Woolwine 
elementary schools; Pepper Mar-

tin, who serves Hardin Reynolds 
Memorial and Patrick Springs Pri-
mary schools; Kassan-
dra Dalton, who serves 
students in Meadows 
of Dan and Stuart el-
ementary schools, and 
Helms, who works 
with Patrick County 
High School students. 

“Many thanks to all 
that came and support-
ed the young artists,” 
Helms said, adding 
the show runs in the 

library through the end of March. 
“Go by and see it,” she said. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
LIVE AND ONLINE
105 ACRES SOLD IN 4 TRACTS
Home, Timber, Recreational,

Hunting Property
420 Woodland Dr, Rotary Field, Stuart, VA
Auction: Friday, March 31 at 11am

Previews:
Wed., 3/15 & Sun., 3/26 4pm - 6pm

Keith Gunter – Auctioneer/Sales Manager

276-952-5281 – VAAL #2 | 336-789-2926 X
N
S
P
30

21

For more information,
visit rogersauctiongroup.com.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Delinquent Tax and Special

Commissioners Real Estate Auction

14 Judicial and Non Judicial
Parcels of Real Estate

Bidding Begins Thurs, Mar 16 - Ending
Thurs, Mar 23 Starting at 11am

1 property will close every 10 minutes
beginning at 11:00am

Keith Gunter – Auctioneer/Sales Manager

276-952-5281 – VAAL #2 | 336-789-2926

For property information and locations, visit
rogersauctiongroup.com. TACS handles all contracts

and earnest money subject to posted terms.
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Quilting group makes gifts for preschoolers

By Taylor Boyd
To help out in the com-

munity, a Meadows of Dan 
group has created quilts for 
local preschoolers.

The Mountain View Piece 
Makers of the Mountain 
View Church have been 
making quilts for youngsters 
for about four years.

Mary Locke said for a long 
time, there weren’t any pre-
schoolers. 

“We heard there was a 
group of preschoolers about 
four years ago, and we de-
cided to give to them and 
so we’ve been doing it ever 
since,” she said.

Locke said five quilts were 

made this year.
“Last year I think we did 

eight, and the year before 
that we did nine. We’ve made 
about 26 quilts in total. Just 
however many preschoolers 
they have are” how many we 
make, she said.

Locke said the quilts are 
used by the children during 
naptime at school. 

“Then, they get to keep 
them for the rest of their 
lives,” she said.

The project started as a 
way to help the school. 

“We couldn’t do it for ev-
erybody. We’re all just trying 
to help out in the communi-
ty,” she said.

Locke said she has also 
made quilts for sick chil-
dren to cuddle up in while 
they wait for their parents to 
come get them.

“We love doing it and we 
love seeing the children’s fac-
es when their name is called, 
and they realize that they’re 

getting a quilt, and they get 
to pick it. We just love their 
enthusiasm and excitement. 
It makes them feel good and 
it makes us feel good,” she 
said.

The group started in 2011 
as a way of getting people to-
gether to sew. There are cur-
rently five members and one 
potential member.

“We make quilts for people 
in need. We started making 
quilts to give to people that 
maybe their house burned 
or maybe they’re sick,” she 
said.

The group also makes and 
gives quilts to Heritage Hall 
Laurel Meadows and Blue 
Ridge Therapy Connection.

Locke said the group also 
gave clothes and protectors 
to nursing home residents.

“We’ve even gone to the 
nursing home there in Stu-
art with our machines and 
did some sewing and ladies 
that are there in the nursing 

home came and visited with 
us,” she said.

Locke said the quilt de-
signs are decided by the 
fabric the group buys and 
receives as a donation.

“So, a lot of times if you’re 
looking at the fabric itself, 
the prints on it, and the 
kind will dictate it. If it’s 
busy then maybe you’d want 
to put a little bit of solid in 
with it and that brings in an 
idea,” she said.

All the quilters also have 
a preference of what type of 
quilt they prefer to do. Locke 
said one lady likes to do half-
inch squares and another 
likes to do different sized 
squares.

“I think the fabric talks to 
us really,” she added.

Those wishing to donate to 
the group can do so by mak-
ing out a check to the Moun-
tain View Church with the 
memo line “Mountain View 
Piece Makers.”

Symposium attracts more than 80, as Master Gardeners announce spring events

Online Auction
Ends Thursday, April 6th @ 4 PM

Recreational Land For Sale in Woolwine, VA
Woolwine Hwy, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Beautiful +/- 65.79 acre recreational property located in the Woolwine 
Community of Patrick County VA, situated between the towns of Stuart 
and Floyd VA. This mostly wooded property features rolling topography 
and approximately 6.5 acres of open land. Has over 1,700 feet of frontage 
on Conner Creek, and over 2,500 feet of frontage on Jacks Creek. Also 
only a minute to Smith River and close to 2 lakes! This property is an 
ideal location for hunting and recreation, with plenty of space for hiking, 
hunting, camping, and exploring the outdoors. It would also make a 
great location for building a home, with the scenic beauty and natural 
surroundings providing a peaceful and serene setting for a private retreat. 
Located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, this property offers easy access to 
some of the most breathtaking views and outdoor activities in the region. 
Only minutes from the Smith River, 15 minutes to Fairystone Lake and 20 
minutes to Philpott Lake! This property would be the ideal location for an 
avid fisherman or outdoor enthusiast. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to 
own this stunning piece of land in a prime location.  
 
Directions From Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Property on left before Woolwine VA. Right of Way entrance beside auction 
sign just before adjoining property 8735 Woolwine Highway, Woolwine VA.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close 
in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with 
any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. 
Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, 
purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

Online Auction
Ends Tuesday, April 11th @ 4 PM

WOODED LAND FOR SALE!
Brammer Spur Road, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Looking for the perfect spot to build your dream home or vacation cabin? 
Look no further than this beautiful +/- 65.32 acre wooded land tract located 
in Woolwine VA. With stunning views of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
plenty of good building sites, this property is perfect for anyone looking for 
a peaceful, secluded escape. Whether you’re an avid outdoorsman or just 
looking for a relaxing retreat, this land is ideal for hunting and recreation. 
The property features a picturesque pond located at the front of the property, 
perfect for fishing or simply enjoying the serene surroundings.  Property is 
located only minutes from the Smith River! Is also only 15 to 20 minutes 
from Philpott Lake and Fairystone Lake.  Situated in Patrick County VA 
between the charming towns of Stuart VA and Floyd VA.  Conveniently 
located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, offering easy access to some of the 
most stunning natural scenery in the country. Don’t miss your chance to 
own this incredible piece of land and start living your dream today!
 
Directions from Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Take left on Mill House Road just past Woolwine VA; Right on Brammer 
Spur; Property on right at sign.
.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. 
Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, 
where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own 
due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and 
conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

Members of the Mountain View Piece Makers delivered quilts to 
Meadows of Dan preschoolers in late January.

More than 80 people attended the 
Patrick County Master Gardeners’ 
14th annual symposium on Saturday 
March 11. Dr. Patrick McMillan gave 
an enjoyable  presentation on Native 
Plants and Hummingbirds.   

Mark your calendar for upcoming 
Master Gardener events that include:  

The first Learning Garden workshop 

of 2023 begins at 10 a.m. on April 
8th at 1208 Tudor Orchard Road. 
Topics will be soil, and scoop on 
poop. The event is free and open 
to the public.  

The Master Gardener’s Annual 

Plant Sale will be held on Sat-
urday April 29 Rotary Building, 
which is located on Woodland 
Drive in Stuart. The sale gets 
underway at 8 a.m. and ends at 
noon. 

An Agricultural Fair also will 
be held at Rotary Field from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 29. 

(Contributed by Norma Bozen-
mayer)


