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Hall to serve as interim county administrator, county sets tax rate
By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors authorized Tim Hall, an 
executive manager with The Berk-
ley Group, to act as interim county 
administrator.

Hall will replace former coun-
ty administrator Geri Hazelwood 
when he begins the new position 
on April 6. Hazelwood resigned in 
March. 

Hall, with a background that in-
cludes education and journalism, 
retired as the Henry County Ad-
ministrator and General Manager 
of the Henry County Public Service 
Authority in July.

The county also will work with 
the group to hire a permanent ad-
ministrator. 

In other matters, the board:
*Held a public hearing and set 

the real estate tax rate to not ex-
ceed 73 cents per $100 of assessed 
value for the fiscal year 2023-2024. 
That is the same rate as the current 
fiscal year.

*Heard from Piedmont Commu-
nity Services (PCS) Executive Di-

rector Greg Preston about PCS’s 
services and its budget.

Preston said PCS is one of 40 com-
munity services boards that provide 
publicly funded mental health, sub-
stance abuse, developmental dis-
ability, and prevention services.

“In 2022, Piedmont served 862 

individuals in Patrick County. We 
actually employ over 68 staff here 
in Patrick County. That does not in-
clude support staff,” he said.

Preston said PCS offers over 25 
different services in Patrick County. 
The organization will be expanding 
its recovery services in the county 

with the purchase of a mobile unit, 
which is a large RV.

“What we will do is utilize that 
vehicle, which will include a pre-
scriber, a nurse, a case manager, 
and we will go throughout not only 
Patrick County, but all of our areas 
trying to meet the needs of individ-
uals that may be hindered by trans-
portation,” he said.

For the fiscal year 2023, Pres-
ton said PCS estimated the Pat-
rick County program budget is 
$3,591,249. The budget does not in-
clude PCS’s emergency services, the 
Peer Recovery Program, discharge 
assistance plans, detox, or the com-
munity recovery program.

PCS also received the HRSA 
grant worth $500,000 for Patrick 
County. Preston said PCS receives 
up to 90 percent of state funds to 
provide services with the remaining 
10 percent match coming from the 
local governments it serves.

“What we do in order to come up 
with the 10 percent match is we 
look at the U.S. Census. So, for ex-

FloydFest 2023 in peril 
By Taylor Boyd
FloydFest, an annual music festi-

val, is currently looking for a new 
site after learning there are final 
permitting and other organization-
al issues at its new location.

Part of the annual event had been 
held in Patrick County since it be-
gan in 2002. Last year, organizers 
announced the festival would locate 
in a new location in Floyd County, 
called FestivalPark, situated be-
tween Floyd and Roanoke in Check, 
off U.S. 221. 

An initial warning letter from the 
Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ), dated Jan-
uary 25, was sent to inform “Hill 

Holler, LLC that DEQ observations 
indicated that land disturbing ac-
tivities were being conduction with-
out the requisite Virginia Stormwa-
ter Management Program (VSMP) 
authority approval to begin land 
disturbance.”

A second warning letter, dat-
ed March 6, referenced the initial 
warning letter and included addi-
tional concerns.

“On March 1, 2023, DEQ staff 
re-inspected the site in response to 
a complaint,” the letter to John Mc-
Broom, of Hill Holler, LLC, stated. 
“During the inspection of March 1, 
it was observed that land disturb-
ing activity to construct a section of 

a road on the site had been complet-
ed and that land disturbance asso-
ciated with the installation of addi-
tional road areas and three bridges 
had occurred, including two clear 
span bridge crossings of Meadow 
Run and a third clear span bridge 
crossing of an unnamed tributary of 
Meadow Run.

“Based upon a review of DEQ’s re-
cords, Hill Holler has not obtained 
coverage under the ‘2019 Gener-
al VPDES Permit for Discharges 
of Stormwater from Construction 
Activities,’ and no other certificate 
or permit has been issued for the 
discharge of stormwater from con-

Murphy takes on new challenge 
as head of Parks and Recreation 

By Taylor Boyd
Patrick County’s new Parks and 

Recreation Director Travis Murphy 
hopes to live up to the standard set 
by his predecessor Clyde Crissman, 
who retired on March 31.

Since beginning his new role on 
March 20, Murphy said Crissman 
showed him around the different 
parks and introduced him to people 
in the community.

“To kind of make sure I’m in 
good hands, so to speak. It’s a very 
unique experience where you get to 
take over for somebody, and you’re 
here before they leave on retire-

ment. That’s a blessing,” he said.
Murphy, 51, said he applied for 

the position because of his personal 
and educational background. 

“I’m originally from Salem, and 
I grew up enjoying all of the rec-
reation activities they had there. I 
know I’m a product of what a good 
recreation department looks like, 
not saying that this department is 
not good, it’s just different,” he said.

As a former high school athletic 
director, Murphy said the position 
also had the makeup of a job he 
loved doing, but on a larger scale.

Remains 
identified 
as missing 
NC man

Human remains found last week 
in Patrick County were those of a 
man missing from Stokes County 
since February, according to Stokes 
County Sheriff Joey Lemons.

Lemons wrote that his office was 
notified March 29 that the remains 
found four days earlier in Patrick 
County were confirmed to be those 
of Trinity Fain, 25. Fain was report-
ed missing from that jurisdiction on 
February 5. He was last seen leav-
ing his residence on Puckett Road in 
Westfield, N.C., according to online 
reports. He was reported to have 
been to his place of employment in 
Mount Airy, N.C.

His vehicle was located around 
8 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 6, about a 
mile from his home. 

Lemons wrote that his office was 
notified on March 25 that human 
remains had been found in the area 
of Puckett Road in the Westfield 
community of Stokes County, N.C. 
Upon the arrival, his detectives 
were escorted to the remains, which 
were in a remote area of property. 
Detectives determined that the lo-
cation was in Patrick County, and 
the Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 
was notified.

Patrick County Sheriff Dan Smith 
said according to satellite mapping, 
the remains were 169 yards inside 
Virginia.

Smith’s officers and the Virginia 
State Police responded to the scene, 
Smith said, adding the remains 
then were then transported to the 
Medical Examiner’s office in Roa-
noke. 

Patrick County Sheriff’s Investi-
gator Oscar Tejeda is handling the 
case. 

Travis Murphy is the county’s new director 
of recreation.

Tim Hall was hired as the interim county administrator. 
He is pictured with Finance Officer Lori Jones and Human 
Resources Director Donna Shough. Hall will begin the 
new role on April 6.

Piedmont Community Services (PCS) Executive Director Greg Preston spoke 
about PCS’s services and its budget at the March 29 meeting.

Board hears requests for increased park funds

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors heard requests for addi-
tional park funds at its March 27 
meeting from Stuart Parks and 
Recreation Association member 
Amy Corns,

The pool at DeHart Park has been 
a break-even and self-sustaining 

pool for more than 40 years, Corns 
said.

“In 2021, we ended nearly 
$1,000 in the red, but in 2022 we 
ended close to positive $3,000. It 
just depends on the year wheth-
er or not we break even or we end 
in the negative. There are many 
factors with the weather, how 

many days we get in, and such,” she 
said.

To pay the Virginia minimum 
wage of $12 an hour, and to help 
with increasing chemical costs, 
Corns estimates it will cost an ad-
ditional $15,000 to $20,000 of the 
association’s annual budget.

Several members of the park boards came in support of those requesting additional funding for the parks.
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Pets of the Week

This young brindle male was 
lucky enough to be adopted but un-
fortunately while being loaded in 
the car, he got loose. He is wearing 
a red collar and leash. 

This chunky male is neutered 
and would love to find a home. He 

has a good personality.
Call the Patrick County Public 

Animal Shelter (PCPAS) at (276) 
694-6259 for more information, or 
visit its Facebook page. Adoption 
fees are $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and rabies vaccination. 
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To keep your life in motion.
Issues like knee, hip, shoulder or back injuries can rob you of the
activities you enjoy most. From sports medicine to joint repair or
replacement, we’re here to address the pain and get you moving

again, close to home.
From the routine to the unforeseen, count on us.

Are You Experiencing Joint Pain?
Take our free joint pain assessment at

SovahOrtho.com
To find a healthcare provider call 844.GO.SOVAH

Count on us.

Enhanced cleaning, mask requirements
and social distancing to help keep you safe.

ESTATE AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY

Keith Gunter – Auctioneer/Sales Manager

276-952-5281 – VAAL #2 | 336-789-2926
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Both tracts are on Stocked Trout stream just outside Stuart.
Large open field with house tract and plenty of woods
behind it for hunting, hiking, or walking. Perfect location

for gardening and plenty of room for pets to roam.

Bid at rogersauctiongroup.com

House with 14.73 acres
on South Mayo

Betty Roberson Estate
Real and Personal Property

2 Tracts - House with 14.73 Acres on South
Mayo & Also 2 Acres on South Mayo.
Preview April 13th and 23rd
Bidding ends April 26th

A Common Cause for All

By James Houchins
State and local VA250 lead-

ers gathered in Colonial Wil-
liamsburg on March 10 to learn 
and share information about 
the events that led up to the 
Revolutionary War. Our nation 
will commemorate 250 years on 
July 4th, 2026.

I had the honor of attending 
the weekend events of reflection 
and collaboration. You may be 
asking why the committee met 
this particular weekend.   

“On March 11, 1773, Vir-
ginia’s House of Burgesses 
members Thomas Jefferson, 

Patrick Henry, Richard Hen-
ry Lee, Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
and Dabney Carr gathered in 
Williamsburg’s Raleigh Tav-
ern to consult on the need for 

each colony to form a commit-
tee of correspondence. In the 
face of parliamentary taxation 
and threats to their rights as 
Englishmen, these commit-
tees would communicate news 
from their region and help co-
ordinate a united front across 
the British American colonies. 
This informal committee draft-
ed a resolution that called upon 
Virginia and all other colonies 
to create committees of corre-
spondence. The House of Bur-
gesses approved this resolution 
on March 12, 1773, and all colo-
nial assemblies, except for the 
Pennsylvania Assembly, adopt-
ed a version of this resolution.” 

The Colonial Williamsburg 
Lodge kicked off the weekend 
on Friday night with an inspir-
ing opening address from Car-

April 2 proclaimed Wood Brothers Racing Day
By Taylor Boyd
Gov. Glenn Youngkin recog-

nized April 2 as Wood Broth-
ers Racing Day in Virginia.

Wood Brothers Racing was 
formed in 1950 when Wood 
family patriarch Glenn Wood 
decided to try racing. He went 
on to win many races on the 
fledgling NASCAR circuit and 
became one of NASCAR’s 50 
greatest drivers.

Wood enlisted family mem-
bers to serve as the pit crew 
on race weekends. His chil-
dren took over the team in the 
1980s, with the third genera-

tion now carrying on the rac-
ing legacy.

Wood Brothers Racing has 
won races in seven decades, 
and is awaiting its 100th vic-
tory. 

The team’s 98th victory 
came in 2011 when rookie 
driver Trevor Bayne won the 
Daytona 500, and the 99th 
win was in 2017 with driver 
Ryan Blaney.

“Wood Brothers Racing, one 
of the most successful racing 
teams in NASCAR history, 
has been exclusively and con-
tinuously headquartered in 

Stuart Virginia for the past 73 
years and holds the Guinness 
World Record for the longest 
active NASCAR racing team,” 
the resolution stated.

In an April 2 Facebook post, 
Wood Brothers Racing recog-
nized the achievement. 

“In all seriousness, this was 
really quite a surprise, and a 
huge honor to be recognized 
by Gov. Youngkin. Anybody 
that knows my family knows 
they’d never ask for this or 
expect it but it’s such a neat 
thing to have happen,” the 
post stated.

Saturday is Kids 
Trout Fishing Day

The 3rd annual Patrick County Kids Trout Fish-
ing Day is Saturday, April 8, at the Mayo River 
Rail Trail Picnic Area, Commerce Street in Stu-
art from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

The event is for youth 15 years old and young-
er. Adults ARE NOT permitted to fish until after 
1 p.m. and must have a Valid VA State Fishing 
License and Trout Stamp to fish; Although adults 
who are helping children, are not required to 
have a license, remember this is for the children. 
Children must be casting reel and reeling fish 
back in. Please bring your own fishing tackle, bait 
and lawn chair.

Children must be accompanied by a parent/
guardian. Children must be registered and pres-
ent to win door prizes. Concessions will be avail-
able by the PCHS Fishing Team.  

For more details, contact Sandra Heath, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick or Dale Owens at (276) 694-2911.

Plans are underway now to commemorate the Semiquincentennial in 2026.

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation’s Kurt Smith portrayed Thomas Jefferson in 
Colonial Williamsburg. (Contributed photos)
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Arrests reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 

the following:
*William Edward Roberts, 43, of Martins-

ville, was charged March 24 with two counts 
of probation violation. Deputy A. Kinney was 
the arresting officer.

*Corey Keith Smith, 38, of Axton, was 
charged March 27 with one count each fail to 
appear and probation violation. Deputy D.A. 
Ullring was the arresting officer.

*David Clyde Fain, 50, of Stuart, was 
charged March 28 with community based pro-
bation violation. Sgt. L.K. Carroll, Jr., was the 
arresting officer.

*Janet Faye Cassady, 57, of Bassett, was 
charged March 29 with obtain money by false 
pretense. Deputy J.C. Fortner was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Michele Lynn Barr, 65, of Martinsville, was 
charged March 30 with fail to appear. Deputy 
R. Haynes made the arrest for Martinsville. 

*Brandon Rayne Hale, 23, of Bassett, was 
charged March 30 with probation violation. 
Martinsville PD made the arrest for Patrick 
County.

*Douglas T. Henry-Hebb, 22, of Patrick 
Springs, was charged March 30 with fail to 
appear. Deputy C.L. Adkins made the arrest 
for Franklin County.

*Tony Lee Epperson, 50, of Mt. Airy, NC, 
was charged March 31 with six counts larceny 
and two counts conspiracy. Lt. D.L. Foley was 
the arresting officer.

Midwest Veterinary 
Supply Will Forfeit 
More Than $10 Million

Midwest Veterinary 
Supply (Midwest), a 
Minnesota-based com-
pany that supplies pre-
scription drugs for an-
imals to veterinarians, 
farms, feedlots, and 
other businesses, pled 
guilty last week to in-
troducing misbranded 
drugs into interstate 
commerce and agreed 
to pay more than $10 
million in criminal 
fines and forfeiture.

“The Department of 
Justice will continue 
to ensure that all com-
panies follow federal 
laws regarding distri-
bution of prescription 
drugs,” United States 
Attorney Christopher 
R. Kavanaugh of the 
Western District of 
Virginia said. “In this 
case, millions of dollars 
were obtained from the 
illegal distribution of 
veterinary medicine 
and, just like pharma-
ceuticals intended for 
human-use, my Office 
will continue to hold 
accountable those com-
panies and corpora-
tions that violate fed-
eral law.”

“The FDA regulates 
animal drugs as part 
of its mission to pro-
tect the public health. 
Part of this responsi-
bility includes ensur-
ing that prescription 
animal drugs are law-
fully distributed and 
dispensed pursuant to 
a valid prescription,” 
said Special Agent 
in Charge George A. 
Scavdis, FDA Office 
of Criminal Investiga-
tions’ Metro Washing-
ton Field Office. “We 
will continue to inves-
tigate and bring to jus-
tice those who attempt 
to evade the law.”

According to court 
documents, from 2011-
2021, Midwest shipped 
prescription drugs from 
their non-pharmacy 
locations throughout 
the United States to 
end-users that were 
not authorized to re-
ceive prescription 
drugs. Shipments from 
non-pharmacy loca-
tions to end-users and 
shipments to non-au-
thorized locations are 
deemed misbrand-
ed. Midwest shipped 
at least $10,150,014 
worth of misbrand-
ed drugs to end-users 
between 2011-2021. 
The law violated is de-
signed, in part, to en-
sure that prescription 
drugs are kept within 
a controlled chain of 
distribution to prevent 
diversion and inappro-
priate use.

As part of the plea 
agreement, Midwest 
will forfeit $10,150,014 
and serve between one 
and three years’ proba-
tion. Midwest will also 
pay $1,000,000 to the 
Virginia Department 
of Health Professions, 
and a $500,000 fine. 
Midwest is sched-
uled to be sentenced 
on June 12, 2022, in 
United States District 
Court in Abingdon.

The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
– Office of Criminal 
Investigations and the 
Virginia State Police 
investigated the case, 
with the assistance of 
the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health Profes-
sions.

Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Randy Ramseyer 
is prosecuting the case.

Updated March 28, 
2023

New bill directs universities to implement 
human trafficking awareness training
By Anna Chen
Capital News Service

The governor recently signed 
a bill that will require public 
higher education institutions 
to develop and implement a 
human trafficking awareness 
and prevention training pro-
gram for first-year students to 
take during orientation. 

Del. Emily Brewer, R-Isle 
of Wight, introduced House 
Bill 1555 which was signed 
into law on March 17 by Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin. The measure 
is identical to Senate Bill 1373, 
introduced by Sen. Jill Holtz-
man Vogel, R-Fauquier. 

Patrick McKenna, co-found-
er of the Virginia Coalition 
Against Human Trafficking, 
said this bill is important for 
first-year students entering 
college.

“It’s critical that they under-
stand traffickers’ means and 

Online service for Original 
Driver’s Licenses launched

The Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has 
launched an online pre-applica-
tion for new Virginia residents 
who need to exchange their 
out-of-state driver’s license.  
This new application is part of 
DMV’s “start anywhere” ser-
vices, which allow customers 
to start certain applications 
from the comfort of their own 
home or on the go. The ser-
vices currently available to 
start online are replacement 
or renewal licenses, name 
change, and now original 
driver’s licenses. Customers 

can also choose to upgrade 
their credential to a REAL ID 
during any of the start any-
where driver or ID services.    
The start anywhere initiative 
was created to maximize cus-
tomer service by adding a con-
venient way for customers to 
begin their transaction from 
home and submit it to DMV 
electronically ahead of their vis-
it to a customer service center. 
It also helps customers deter-
mine which documents they’ll 
need to complete their service.  
“Starting your driver’s license 
application online will make 

your trip to the DMV faster,” 
said DMV Commissioner Ger-
ald Lackey. “If you recently 
moved to Virginia, starting on-
line will save you time and pre-
pare you for a successful visit.”    
Customers can find the pre-ap-
plication for an original driv-
er’s license on DMV’s website 
under “Online Services.” You 
must visit a DMV customer 
service center to complete the 
process. You can make an ap-
pointment, reserve your spot 
for same-day service or simply 
stop by during office hours.  

Portion of Pedigo 
Ridge Road closed 
to through traffic

On Tuesday, April 
4, a portion of Virgin-
ia 669 (Pedigo Ridge 
Road) was closed to 
through traffic. The 
closure was needed for 
a pipe replacement. It 
affects the area from 
Virginia 668 (Long 
Branch Road) to Vir-

ginia 740 (Trucker 
Drive).  

Weather permitting, 
the road will re-open to 
traffic on Friday, April 
14. 

A detour and direc-
tional signs will be in 
place during the clo-
sure to help motorists. 

Fentanyl-Related Overdose Death Leads 
to 20-Year Sentence for Drug Dealer 

A South Hill, Virginia man, 
who continued dealing her-
oin, methamphetamine, and 
fentanyl from a regional jail, 
was sentenced this week to 20 
years in federal prison.

Michael Watkins Hayer, 41, 
waived his right to be indicted 
and pleaded guilty in October 
2022 to a two-count Informa-
tion charging him with distri-
bution of fentanyl resulting in 
death and possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon.

According to court docu-
ments, Hayer began selling 
fentanyl, heroin, and metham-
phetamine throughout Greene 
and Albemarle counties in 
2019, as well as routinely trav-
eling to North Carolina to pur-

chase drugs by the “brick” for 
resale in Virginia.  Hayer used 
the term “brick” to refer to a 
package of 50 individual doses 
of fentanyl.

After a customer overdosed 
in front of him, Hayer began 
carrying Narcan, an opioid 
overdose treatment, when he 
sold drugs.

On February 18, 2022, Hay-
er sold a half-brick of fentanyl 
to an individual who ingested 
the drug and later died of an 
overdose.  Although he left 
Greene County to avoid suspi-
cion after this death occurred, 
Hayer was stopped by the Vir-
ginia State Police while speed-
ing in Greene County in April 
2022.  During the traffic stop, 

Virginia State Police searched 
Hayer’s vehicle where they 
discovered 95 grams of meth-
amphetamine, 50 grams of 
fentanyl, three firearms, and 
multiple rounds of ammuni-
tion. Hayer is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm due to a 
previous felony conviction.

While incarcerated at the 
Central Virginia Regional 
Jail from April 2022 through 
June 2022, Hayer continued 
to sell drugs by recruiting both 
a male relative as well as an 
ex-girlfriend and instructing 
them in how to engage in drug 
trafficking.

Specifically, Hayer told them 
where to go in North Carolina 

P&HCC among agencies to receive 
Growth and Opportunity Virginia grant 

Patrick and Henry Commu-
nity College (P&HCC) received 
a grant of $118,545 to increase 
dual enrollment opportunities 
in welding and expand the pool 
of qualified workers by offering 
courses for students in Henry 
County and Martinsville City 
schools. The program will en-
roll and train 27 students in two 
years, with participants able 
to pursue further certification 
upon graduation.

The grant was one of 17 proj-
ects and more than $8.1 million 
in Growth and Opportunity for 
Virginia (GO Virginia) awards 
focused on creating talent pipe-
lines and accelerating economic 
growth announced last week by 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin. 

Projects will support the 
growth of select industries 
across the Commonwealth by 
training and connecting talent 
to employers, supporting entre-
preneurs seeking to start com-
panies and creating supportive 
economic environments for the 
targeted industries to grow.

“GO Virginia allows us to 
invest in key projects that ad-
dress regionally identified op-

portunities while fostering col-
laboration for economic growth 
between the private and public 
sectors,” said Youngkin. “These 
projects exemplify the innova-
tive partnerships that GO Vir-
ginia was designed to promote, 
and will advance Virginia’s po-
sition in critical industries such 
as life science and energy, as 
well as leverage emerging op-
portunities in semiconductor 
manufacturing.”

GO Virginia encourages re-
gional economic growth and di-
versification by supporting col-
laborative projects that focus on 
workforce development, cluster 
scaleup, startup ecosystems and 
site development.

“As we grow Virginia’s econ-
omy, the workforce must grow 
with it, and GO Virginia con-
tinues to inspire innovative 
solutions and regional collabo-
ration,” said Secretary of Com-
merce and Trade Caren Merrick. 
“These 17 projects will support 
and grow industry sectors and 
talent pipelines that are instru-
mental growing our economy.”

In addition to the awarded GO 
Virginia funding, the projects 

will leverage an additional $5.6 
million in local and non-state 
funding.

“We would like to thank the 
regional council leadership and 
project partners for their work 
in advancing these impactful 
projects,” said Nancy Howell 
Agee, chair of the GO Virginia 
State Board. “GO Virginia con-
tinues to recognize and facili-
tate strong regional economic 
development efforts that create 
the right environment for pri-
vate-sector job growth and puts 
the Commonwealth in a position 
to compete to win.”

Since the program’s inception 
in 2017, GO Virginia has fund-
ed 258 projects and awarded 
approximately $107 million to 
support regional economic de-
velopment efforts. As of 2022, 
Go Virginia has created over 
26,000 new jobs, trained 13,000 
students in high-demand fields, 
created 2,700 work-based learn-
ing opportunities, including in-
ternships and apprenticeships, 
and awarded 3,600 workforce 
credentials. To learn more about 
the GO Virginia program, vis-
it dhcd.virginia.gov/gova.
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Are you looking to sell or buy a 
home or property in VA or NC?

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

Broker, Johnny Lambert • 276-952-5502

Lambert Realty

Country Homes, Farms
Mountain and Waterfront Property

Let Our Experience Work For You.
Broker in Virginia and North Carolina.

Call 276-694-2646 or email jlambert@swva.net
Check out our full  listings at www.uclambertrealty.com

Stuart, VA Office

April Webb
276-733-3575

Stan Webb
276-235-3149

Corns said the association 
requested adding the pool 
to the annual budget as a 
line item in the amount of 
$15,000. 

The association recent-
ly asked for and received 
$2,500 and reimbursement 
of its annual water and 
sewer bills from the Stuart 
Town Council. 

“Our hope is that we, the 
county, the town, and the 
park can all work together 
for the common goal of sup-
porting our local pool, which 
in turn supports our coun-
ty and town businesses as 
well as tourism by bringing 
in people from other places 
who visit our park and our 
pool,” she said.

Corns said money from 
the county would be spe-
cifically earmarked to cov-
er chemical costs, repairs, 
maintenance, and utilities. 

The association recent-
ly placed chemical orders 
in preparation of the 2023 
summer season. 

“Muriatic acid is up $30 a 
drum, chlorine is up $90 a 
drum, and stabilizer is up 
$200 for every 100 pounds. 
We estimate that this is go-
ing to add on at least anoth-
er $1,000 bill to our already 
high chemical bill this year,” 
she said.

Corns said she researched 
and contacted every recre-
ation department with a 
public pool within a 75-mile 
radius of Stuart, and found 
DeHart Park is the only 
pool that is not supported 
financially by the local gov-
ernment.

She said the DeHart Park 
pool is also the most expen-
sive, with an entry fee of $7 
per adult and $5 per child.

“My hope is that togeth-
er we can work towards a 

common goal of balancing 
the budget for our local pool 
so that we can continue to 
operate for many years to 
come offering a wonderful 
service of family, fun, out-
door recreation for our com-
munity,” she said.

Frank Pettway, a rep-
resentative of the county 
parks, said maintaining and 
growing the parks doesn’t 
come without cost.

“The time has come that 
we got to ask for your sup-
port. Let it be known that 
the previous donation to 
each park from the county 
of $1,500 per park per year 
is greatly appreciated, and I 
assure you it’s been very ju-
diciously used,” he said.

However, Pettway said 
the parks need more for 
them to grow, especially 
as the $1,500 doesn’t cover 
utilities alone.

“We need help to main-
tain and continue growth of 
our parks. I and all the park 
supporters that are here 
tonight sincerely hope that 
your ongoing budget dis-
cussions will be able to find 
that help for us,” he said.

Clayton Kendrick, chair-
man and of the Mayo Riv-
er District, said the board 
would try to reach a deci-
sion within two weeks.

In other matters, the 
board:

*Heard from Norma Boze-
nmayer about park funding.

Bozenmayer said it came 
to her attention that De-
Hart needs additional fund-
ing to meet additional costs.

“DeHart Park is an im-
portant part of the com-
munity, and the pool is an 
integral part of summer 
activities in the park. The 
pool will not be able to op-
erate without the additional 
funding,” she said.

It’s estimated 120-150 

people use the pool on a dai-
ly basis, with over 2,000 po-
tentially using it on July 4. I 
personally use the pool sev-
eral days a week in the sum-
mer for water aerobics class, 
and that has become an im-
portant part of my summer 
activities,” she said.

Bozenmayer said swim-
ming is a valuable activ-
ity for people of all ages to 
maintain good physical and 
mental health. 

“The pool is very import-
ant to the county. Please 
consider this additional 
funding in the 2023 bud-
get,” she said.

*Heard from Kurt Boze-
nmayer about the board’s 
scheduling a hearing to dis-
cuss the county’s tax rate.

“I’m concerned about the 
maneuver last meeting to 
skip over setting a public 
hearing because the tax rate 
would not change under the 
present agenda that says a 
tax rate is not to exceed 0.73 
cents per $100 of value,” he 
said.

Kurt Bozenmayer said 
there are differing legal 
opinions on whether a public 
hearing is needed to set the 
tax rate if it does not change. 
However, county attorney 
Mark Popovich recommend-
ed the public hearing for the 
purpose of keeping the pub-
lic informed. No one spoke 
when the hearing was held 
on March 29.

“In the end, this is not 
Patrick County’s money, it’s 
our money. We are the tax-
payers, we put this money 
up and we want to see that 
it’s used properly, and we 
trust the finance depart-
ment, we trust the supervi-
sors to make the best use of 
that money when it comes 
in,” he said.

Kurt Bozenmayer said his 
concern is that the tax rate 

is being set before the coun-
ty’s 2024 budget is finalized. 
He said the first page of the 
budget documents states 
it is being submitted to the 
board with a deficit of ex-
penditures over revenues of 
$477,000.

“At the bottom of that first 
page, it says the proposed 
expenditure budget is an in-
crease of $1.7 million, 6.04 
percent over the fiscal year 
2023. It goes on to list raises 
for county employees, merit 
increase for county employ-
ees, all well and good,” he 
said.

Kurt Bozenmayer said 
one page in the budget re-
leased on Feb. 13 states the 
contingency fund has been 
eliminated. 

“It was set at $666,000 in 
the fiscal year 2023, and it is 
set at zero in the fiscal year 
2024. I don’t understand at 
this size of a deficit and not 
increasing the tax rate how 
this budget is going to be 
balanced,” he said.

An updated budget from 
Feb. 24 does not mention 
anything about how these 
deficits were overcome.

“My concern at this point 
is that if this is not explained 
to the public we have to sit 
back and say ‘what the hell 
is going on here, how are 
we doing this.’ Once again, 
we are trusting you folks to 
make the best decision with 
the money that’s going into 
this budget, but please take 
a little time and explain to 
us how these things are be-
ing done,” he said.

*Heard from Malcolm 
Roach about solar.

“I got a copy of the letter 
that Geri Hazelwood (for-
mer county administrator) 
signed of the county that ev-
erybody says is making her 
responsible for us to have 
solar farms. Well, the way I 

read it, I’m sorry she’s not. 
She did her job, she signed 
a document that she needed 
to sign,” he said.

“Thank you, thank you,” 
Denise Stirewalt, of the Pe-
ters Creek District, said.

Roach said it is up to 
the supervisors to decide 
whether the county will get 
solar farms or not.

“What I didn’t like about 
this letter is the county for 
some reason has blotted out 
the applicant’s name and 
signature. So, I have no idea 
who applied for this, and I 
would really like to know,” 
he said.

Roach said a Virginia 
state document is about the 
same solar field in the same 
place.

“The letter of intent is for 
33,500 polyimide solar pan-
els in 17 separate frames. 
The state said that the let-
ter of intent would expire on 
Feb. 9, 2022,” he said.

Roach said if nothing has 
been done since the county 
approved this in 2021, with 
no other permits, intents, 
or applications, he believes 
what Hazelwood signed is 
null and void.

“And that was not, you 
said, approval. There was 
no approval, ever,” Stire-
walt said.

*Discussed the fiscal year 
2024 budget.

*Approved going forward 
with the health insurance 
in the budget as presented.

*Approved West Piedmont 
Planning District Commis-
sion’s (WPPDC) request for 
an additional $11,410 in the 
county budget.

Brandon Simmons, of the 
Dan River District, did not 
attend the meeting.

No attorney from Guynn, 
Waddell, Carroll & Locka-
by, P.C., the county’s attor-
ney firm, was present at the 

struction activities at the site,” the 
letter stated.

Will Harlan, a staff scientist and 
Senior Conservation Advocate with 
the Center for Biological Diversi-
ty, said the location is potentially 
dangerous to the endangered bog 
turtle’s habitat and the endangered 
Mitchell’s Satyr Butterfly’s habitat.

“Two federally listed species have 
a habitat on that property, and we 
got involved at the request of local 
neighbors and communities that 
were concerned about these species 
and their habitat,” Harlan said, 
noting the center wants to ensure 
whatever development takes place 
at FestivalPark is done in a way 
that would not harm the habitats 
and “so that festival goers feel good 
about their festival experience. I 
think that is also shared by the fes-
tival organizers.” 

“Our patrons, our memories, this 
‘music, magic, and mountains,’ this 

community, our collective anticipa-
tion for future FloydFests, are what 
keep each of us going, and we don’t 
take that lightly,” festival organiz-
ers wrote in a March 29 statement.

“We have embarked on a par-
amount project: to make good on 
building all of us a forever home 
where we will celebrate life, love, 
and living for decades to come,” the 
statement added. 

The festival moved to its new 200-
acre mountainous location in 2023, 
with this year’s festival scheduled 
to be held from Wednesday, July 26 
to Sunday, July 30.

Organizers are currently explor-
ing all options to host the event and 
anticipate releasing additional in-
formation on April 6. 

If the event is canceled, organiz-
ers said both refunds and rollovers 
will be offered.

For more information, go to 
www.floydfest.com, or Facebook.
com/FloydFest. 
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ample, Franklin Coun-
ty has a population of 
54,938. So, they are re-
sponsible for 40.30 per-
cent of that 10 percent 
match,” he said.

With a population of 
50,248, Henry County 
is responsible for 36.87 
percent of the match 
and Martinsville is re-
sponsible for 9.92 per-
cent of the match be-
cause of its population 
of 13,517.

“Then you have Pat-
rick County. The es-
timated population 
is 17,602 individuals. 
The percent match 
for Patrick County is 
12.91 percent. From 
the state funds, the 
10 percent match is 
$791,202. From the 
calculations, Patrick 
County’s local appro-
priations right now 
is $50,000, which cal-
culates to the 10 per-

cent match for Patrick 
County is $102,144,” 
he said.

This year, Preston 
said PCS received a 
local tax appropriation 
per capita document. 

“One of the items 
that we want the local 
governments to under-
stand. In the first sen-
tence: it says a com-
munity service board 
should maintain its lo-
cal matching funds at 
least at the same level 
as that is shown in its 
FY2021 performance 
contract.’ What is im-
portant is the same 
level,” he said.

Preston said PCS 
has to report to Rich-
mond annually about 
its local match. If the 
community services 
boards do not meet the 
10 percent match, PCS 
has to submit a docu-
ment saying why.

“We have to say why 
Patrick County may 
not be meeting its 
match. They can accept 
that, or they can deny 
it. We are prepared to 
make that report be-
cause last year I think 
we were cut $25,000,” 
he said.

Preston said if the 

county doesn’t meet 
the match, PCS could 
lose funding.

“Part of my concern, 
being transparent, is 
I can only come be-
fore the board of su-
pervisors and request 
money, and it’s really 
up to the board of su-
pervisors to oblige or 
not. And in the same 
breath, I have to go 
back and report to the 
state on if we received 
our match or not,” he 
said.

Doug Perry, of the 
Smith River District, 
said he thinks there’s 
some confusion about 
services being moved 
out of Patrick County, 
and asked when people 
can expect to see the 
services in the county.

“We have zero pre-
vention, nothing. We 
have the recovery, 
there’s a huge gap be-
tween active addiction 
and the recovery ser-
vices you provide. The 
person has to already 
be in recovery. We 
don’t have anything to 
fill in those gaps, and 
I know that’s a huge 
part of other commu-
nities, so when are we 
going to start seeing 

those things physical-
ly here inside of Pat-
rick County,” Perry 
said.

Preston said PCS 
currently provides the 
Too Good for Drugs 
program for 6th and 
8th graders, mental 
health training for 
staff, mental health 
first aid, Safetalk, and 
ACEs (Adverse Child-
hood Experiences) 
training.

Perry asked when 
training would be held 
and when PCS would 
get back into class-
rooms. He added that 
he had conversations 
with a PCS employee 
eight months to a year 
ago, “and we’ve had 
empty promises that 
you’re going to bring 
a prevention special-
ist and work on these 
things and nothing,” 
he said.

Preston said it’s also 
the responsibility of 
the locality to meet its 
10 percent match to 
assist with expanding 
services and meet em-
ployee salaries.

“By being cut 
$25,000 last year, and 
then for your request 
to expand services, it 

definitely puts Pied-
mont in a tight bind, 
especially when we 
have other localities 
that meet their match 
and are requesting the 
same services, if not 
more,” Preston said.

*Heard from Danny 
Foley about the coun-
ty’s budget. Foley said 
the real estate revenue 
appropriation for 2023 
was $12,153,244 with 
the 2024 appropriation 
being $12,196,010 for 
an increase of $42,766. 

“When you look at 
the proposed reve-
nue budget versus 
the property taxes, 
the 2023 appropria-
tion was $3,655,659. 
The 2024 proposed 
appropriation was 
$4,235,659. That’s an 
increase of $580,000,” 
he said and asked 
about the origin of the 
$580,000.

Finance Officer Lori 
Jones said the budget 
was passed last year 
before the county had 
the final numbers on 
the vehicle values from 
the commissioner.

As a result, those 
funds were not “ap-
propriated, and the 
budget has never been 

amended to include it. 
That’s why it’s looking 
so much. It should be 
about the same as it 
was in 2023,” she said.

*Approved giving 
$15,000 to the DeHart 
Pool as a one-time do-
nation from the fiscal 
year 2023 budget.

*Designated Donna 
Sough, assistant coun-
ty administrator and 
human resources di-
rector, as a signer for 
DCJS grants.

*Heard from Trea-
surer Sandra Stone 
about her depart-
ment’s budget restruc-
turing.

*Approved changing 
the county’s self-fund-
ed employee insurance 
with the school sys-
tem to its own Anthem 
plan and that the in-
surance committee is 
allowed to negotiate 
with the Patrick Coun-
ty School Board to pay 
a share of the deficit it 
currently has with Jef-
ferson Health. 

Brandon Simmons, 
of the Dan River Dis-
trict, attended the 
meeting remotely be-
cause he was out of 
town for job training.

“I went after it, and I got 
it. I’m excited about this po-
sition and what the county’s 
offering now and how we can 
grow it, and there will be 
growth,” he said.

In his role, Murphy said 
he is responsible for over-
seeing all of the recreation 
department. That includes 
maintaining the parks and 
pool area and managing the 
department’s day-to-day op-
erations.

“We already have really 
good employees here. I’m just 
trying to see how I can fit my 
skills into what they’re doing 
now and not mess anything 
up because they’ve got a 
good system going,” he said, 
chuckling.

While he has some ideas on 

potential changes, Murphy 
said they’re in the fledgling 
stage “because I don’t know 
what we have here complete-
ly. I kind of want to see what 
the county has, and what the 
county’s needs are,” he add-
ed.

Murphy plans to use the re-
sults of a county-wide survey 
to help him determine what 
residents are looking for and 
think could be done better. 

“Because really, we’re in a 
service industry. It’s going 
to be a little time down the 
road to make sure I can send 
it out and get things set up, 
but we’re going to be asking 
the citizens what they would 
like to see done differently 
or what improvements need 
to be made, and what they’d 
like to see done in the coun-
ty,” he said.

In addition to wanting to 
grow the department, Mur-
phy wants the county’s rec-
reation areas to get better for 
all, including senior citizens. 

“Because most people think 
that parks and rec is only 
about the young kids, but re-
ally it’s about every citizen, 
including the senior citizens,” 
he said.

Since he started in the de-
partment, Murphy said most 
of the people had met were 
the senior residents. 

“They come up to the park. 
They’re hands-on, they’re 
willing to volunteer, and 
they’ve all told me if I need 
any help at all to just call,” he 
said.

Murphy is married to Mar-
cie Murphy, the principal 
of Blue Ridge Elementary 
School. The couple has two 

children, Kerrigan, a junior 
at Roanoke College, and 
Hagen, a senior at Patrick 
County High School.

He has a B.A. Geography 
and City Planning from 
Radford University and an 
M.A. in Educational Lead-
ership from Lamar Univer-
sity. 

Murphy previously worked 
in the Montgomery County 
school system and Henry 
County Schools as an assis-
tant principal for five years. 
He also worked in Texas as 
a special education teacher 
and as an assistant princi-
pal. Before that, he worked 
for Fleetwood Homes as a 
sales representative. 

An avid Hokie fan, Mur-
phy enjoys spending time 
with his family and playing 
golf.

ly Fiorina a “businesswoman and poli-
tician, known primarily for her tenure 
as CEO of Hewlett-Packard (HP). As 
chief executive officer of HP from 1999 
to 2005, Fiorina was the first woman to 
lead a Fortune Top-20 company.” 

Her speech was emotional and 
thought-provoking as she reflected on 
our nation’s past and Virginia’s leader-
ship leading up to that period. “It is my 
pleasure to join Terry Austin, Cliff Fleet, 
and the entire Virginia 250 leadership 
in welcoming you here to Colonial Wil-
liamsburg. And it is a distinct honor to 
be asked to address you tonight. It is fit-
ting that we should gather here, in the 
Tidewater region of Virginia. It was in 

Jamestown that the very first colonists 
arrived in the New World and where 
the first encounters with indigenous 
peoples occurred. The first ships carry-
ing enslaved people landed here as well. 
The first representative government 
met. And it was here in Williamsburg, 
just a few blocks down the street at the 
Raleigh Tavern, that the Committees of 
Correspondence were created and an in-
tercolonial movement towards indepen-
dence was begun. 

“Virginia has always been the crucible 
of our nation. From the very beginning, 
here in the capital of the richest of the 
thirteen colonies, representing 40% of 
all the economic output of the colonies; 
from the fierce debates that raged at the 
Governor’s Palace and continued on in 

the taverns; where incitement 
to revolution occurred down 
the street when gunpowder 
stores were seized by the Crown 
and a revolutionary army was 
mustered . . . here, from slave 
rebellions to abolition move-
ments right through to the Civil 
War, from the imprisonment of 
suffragettes and the fight for 
women’s right to vote, from Jim 
Crow to the civil rights move-
ments and into the present 
day, Virginia has always been 
a crucible for great ideas, great 
debates, and great conflicts; for 
innovation and injustice; for 
tragedy as well as triumph; for 
hostility and reconciliation. As 
we gather here in this crucible, 
where so much history has hap-
pened, we must ask: What is 
our common cause now?”

This was a small part of her 

address that put into perspective Vir-
ginia’s rich history. This speech and 
others by former Chief Justice Kenne-
dy, 60 Minutes’ Bill Whitaker, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Stacy Schiff and 
Jeffrey Rosen, president, and CEO of 
the National Constitution Center, lifted 
the heart and mind with several topics. 
They included the history of the occa-
sion being marked, how to celebrate 
the country’s founding in a way that 
will be meaningful for all Americans, 
and check-ins on commemoration plans 
from each state. Every day was impact-
ful and enlightening. 

The men and women in period cos-
tumes and the re-enactments drew us 
back to that time, that moment. On 
Sunday, Colonial Williamsburg Foun-
dation’s Kurt Smith, portraying Thom-
as Jefferson, stood on the porch of the 
Raleigh Tavern and called the moment 
“auspicious,” “gargantuan” and “auda-
cious.” We were there in 1773, in spirit 
and I understood the complexities of the 
time and the course that must be taken. 
Smith (Thomas Jefferson) stated; “On 
March 12, 1773, we have decided that 
no longer are we sitting desperate and 
disparate within our individual geo-
graphic boundaries but rather we have 
found ourselves united amongst our 
common cause for all,” 

Our local committee is still being 
formed. We have a good representation 
of the community and welcome more. 
Our purpose is to commemorate the 
Semiquincentennial in 2026. We are be-
ginning now as we continue a common 
cause for all in seeking a more perfect 
union!!!

(Houchins is the county’s director of 
Tourism and Marketing.)

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise
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House Republicans recently 
passed H.R. 1, the Lower Energy 
Costs Act. By numbering this legis-
lation as H.R. 1, Republicans recog-
nize that unleashing American ener-
gy is one of Congress’ top priorities 
and critical to the wellbeing of the 
American people and our economy.

In 2020, under President Trump, 
the United States achieved ener-
gy independence. According to the 
U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration, the U.S. produced more 
petroleum than it consumed, the 
first year since at least 1949. Unfor-
tunately, this energy comeback was 
short-lived.

On his very first day in office, 
President Biden began enact-
ing policies to counter the energy 
achievements made in the last Ad-
ministration, ones that severely 
hampered domestic oil and gas pro-
duction. As a result, the American 
people have experienced exorbitant 
energy prices.

The Biden Administration made 
permitting new fossil fuel and nu-
clear energy projects very difficult. 
The New York Times recently re-
ported that even thousands of re-
newable energy projects are de-
layed due to the current regulatory 
landscape. 

In parts of Virginia gas prices 
reached record highs, close to $5 a 
gallon in June 2022. The price of 
residential heating oil hit an all-
time high in November, costing Vir-
ginians $5.52 per gallon. 

This has been especially burden-
some for low-income households; 
some families in the 9th District 
have had to choose between pay-
ing their energy bills to keep their 
homes heated during the winter 
and other necessities. 

We can do better.
H.R. 1 incorporates 25 individu-

al pieces of legislation from across 
three different standing House com-
mittees to address the energy issues 
we have experienced over the past 
few years.

As a member of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and the 
Energy Subcommittee, I have 
been proud to be one of the people 
working to make H.R. 1 a good bill.

H.R. 1 aims to increase domes-
tic energy production and alleviate 
some of the cost increases at the 
pump, by reversing Biden’s anti-en-
ergy policies.

It includes legislation to disap-
prove of Biden’s canceling of the 
Keystone XL pipeline, which cost 
the United States 11,000 American 
jobs and could have had a positive 
economic impact of between $3.4-
9.6 billion. The additional oil would 
have been cheaper to transport to 
American refineries by pipeline, 
rather than moving the oil by truck 
or train. This would have kept gaso-

line prices from rising as much.
The legislation also requires the 

Department of the Interior to re-
sume lease sales on federal lands 
and waters and repeals many re-
strictions on the import and export 
of natural gas, including LNG. 

About half of the homes in the 
United States use natural gas for 
space heating and water heating. 
Included in H.R.1 is legislation to 
repeal President Biden’s natural 
gas production tax. This tax has 
played a hand in increasing house-
hold energy bills across the country.

H.R. 1 reforms the country’s per-
mitting process through changes to 
the National Environmental Poli-
cy Act (NEPA) permitting process. 
These changes will streamline fed-
eral environmental reviews for all 
sectors of our economy by ensuring 
that NEPA review challenges are 
substantive and by setting dead-
lines for completion of the NEPA 
reviews.

This energy package also repeals 
Section 134 of the Clean Air Act, 
relating to the greenhouse gas re-
duction fund. This $27 billion ‘green 
bank’ was implemented as part of 
the so-called Inflation Reduction 
Act to advance the bad policies of 
the Green New Deal.

The legislation also addresses our 
need for domestic production of crit-
ical minerals. In the left’s rush to 
green energy, America has become 
too reliant on volatile Chinese sup-
ply chains, and in some cases, the 
use of slave labor. The Department 
of Energy reported that, among oth-
er things, China controls 80% of the 
world’s rare earths production and 
refining which is needed to manu-
facture wind turbines and 60% of 
lithium refining needed for electric 
vehicles and battery storage. 

I believe in an all-of-the-above 
energy approach, including renew-
ables, but it shouldn’t be at the ex-
pense of our national security. This 
legislation boosts the mining and 
processing of hardrock minerals, in-
cluding critical minerals needed to 
ramp-up production of renewable 
energy components, maximizing 
our domestic energy production. 
It also requires the Department of 
Energy to identify resources that 
are particularly vulnerable to sup-
ply disruptions.

Unfortunately, before the House 
passed H.R. 1, President Biden 
threatened to veto the legislation, 
to the detriment of all Americans.

Hopefully the Senate will work 
with us to get a bill that helps Amer-
icans by lowering energy costs.

If you have questions, concerns, 
or comments, call my Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg office at (540) 381-5671, 
or  via email at www.morgangrif-
fith.house.gov. 

Expect more wildlife in your backyard
I would like for 

someone to explain to 
me why Branch must 
destroy half of Pat-
rick County to put in 2 
lanes up the mountain. 
The destruction from 
Route 8N to Meadows 
of Dan is astronomical, 
how can this be. What 
concerns me the most 
is the displacement 
and death of the wild-
life. 

I think Patrick Co. 
citizens need to make 
a trip up the mountain 
to witness the vast de-
struction that couldn’t 
possibly be necessary. 
There is drone cover-
age by Hubbard 1 Pro-
ductions on “YouTube” 
that will shock you, but 
driving up is far worse 

and it will break your 
heart. 

But the real reason 
I am writing this is to 
warn the public of the 
displacement of all the 
wildlife in our moun-
tains. Such a mass ex-
odus of the wildlife will 
affect all the property 
owners in the path of 
the monster equip-
ment. The wildlife will 
have no choice but to 
end up in our back 
yards. 

We need to be aware 
of the possibility that 
we will need to be dil-
igent for the safety of 
our livestock and pets 
that could be affect-
ed by the migration 
of the critters in our 
hills. This is when all 

the spring babies are 
born and the numbers 
that will be killed is 
heart breaking. If any-
one should find any 
orphaned or injured 
wildlife and I am sure 
there are countless 
young deer orphaned. 
There is the SWVAW-
ildlifeCenter.org to call 
at 540-798-9836. The 
animals will not only 
be homeless, but they 
will be hungry due to 
the upset of their hunt-
ing grounds that they 
were familiar with. 
So please be diligent 
to keep your livestock 
and pets safe.

I myself am sickened 
by the thought.

Murphy Brown,
Stuart

The Thought Provoking Quotes of Thomas Sowell
If you are not fa-

miliar with Thomas 
Sowell, look him up on 
Wikipedia.

QUOTES:
“Ours may become 

the first civilization 
destroyed, not by the 
power of our enemies, 
but by the ignorance 
of our teachers and the 
dangerous nonsense 
they are teaching our 
children. In an age of 
artificial intelligence, 
they are creating artifi-
cial stupidity.”

“It is hard to imagine 
a more stupid or more 
dangerous way of mak-
ing decisions than by 
putting those decisions 
in the hands of people 
who pay no price for 
being wrong.” 

“In a democracy, we 
have always had to 
worry about the igno-
rance of the uneducat-
ed. Today we have to 
worry about the igno-
rance of people with 
college degrees. “

“The great escape 
of our times is escape 
from personal respon-
sibility for the conse-

quences of one’s own 
behavior.” 

“The word racism is 
like ketchup. It can be 
put on practically any-
thing, and demanding 
evidence makes you a 
racist.”

“You will never 
understand bureau-
cracies until you un-
derstand that for bu-
reaucrats’ procedure 
is everything and out-
comes are nothing.”

“We seem to be get-
ting closer and closer 
to a situation where 
nobody is responsible 
for what they did but 
we are all responsible 
for what somebody else 
did.”

“If you have always 
believed that every-
one should play by 
the same rules and be 
judged by the same 
standards, that would 
have gotten you la-
beled a radical 60 
years ago, a liberal 30 
years ago and a racist 
today.”

“The sad and trag-
ic fact is that the civil 
rights movement, de-

spite its honorable and 
courageous past, has 
over the years degener-
ated into a demagogic 
hustle, promoting the 
mindless racism they 
once fought against.” 

“The welfare state 
is not really about the 
welfare of the masses. 
It is about the egos of 
the elites.”

“It’s amazing how 
much panic one honest 
man can spread among 
a multitude of hypo-
crites.”

“Education is not 
merely neglected in 
many of our schools to-
day, but is replaced to 
a great extent by ideo-
logical indoctrination.”

“Racism is not dead, 
but it is on life support 
-- kept alive by poli-
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Social Security Matters
By National Social Security Advisor at 
the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens

Ask Rusty - Why Should a 
Non-working Spouse be Entitled 
to Social Security Benefits?

Dear Rusty: Why can a non-working spouse 
claim half of their working spouse’s benefit 
even though they have not contributed to the 
Social Security system?  This doesn’t seem 
right or fair to those of us who have contrib-
uted for years from our paychecks. Signed: 
Inquisitive

Dear Inquisitive: This is a question which 
needs a bit of historical background to prop-
erly explain: Social Security’s original pur-
pose when it was enacted in 1935 was to 
prevent America’s seniors from living in pov-
erty (remember, Social Security was enacted 
during the “Great Depression”).  Even before 
the first Social Security check was sent to 
a retired worker in 1940, Congress had al-
ready changed the original Social Security 
law to, as well, provide anti-poverty benefits 
to non-working spouses of a worker (a pre-
dominant family reality at that time) and 
surviving spouses, as well as to their minor 
children.  Social Security’s fundamental goal 
has always been to lift eligible Americans out 
of poverty, which it still does very effectively. 

It’s important to note that this change did 
not (and does not) detract in any way from 
the benefits provided to those who work and 
contribute to Social Security thus earning 
their own SS retirement benefit.  In other 
words, those who receive their personally 
earned SS retirement benefit are not at all 
penalized if their non-working spouse also re-
ceives a benefit (albeit a considerably small-
er amount) on the worker’s record.  Living 
expenses for two people are, simply, higher 
than for one, which was/is the rationale for 
also paying benefits to a dependent not eligi-
ble for Social Security benefits on their own 
work record.  In the end, it all comes down to 
avoiding poverty.

Although the numbers vary somewhat by 
state, gender, and ethnicity, without Social 
Security about 38% of all Americans over age 
65 would be living below the poverty line, 
whereas with Social Security only about 9% 
of Americans over 65 live below the poverty 
line.  But that 9% number would be signifi-
cantly higher if non-working spouses and 
survivors of eligible workers were also not 
entitled to Social Security benefits. 

While it is true that Social Security is fac-
ing future solvency issues, the thought of 
restricting benefits to only those who have 
worked and contributed to the program (and 
not to their non-working spouses or minor 
children) is not something being considered 
by anyone with Congressional influence, 
regardless of political affiliation.  Doing so 
would be devastating to a large segment of 
the American population, severely increas-
ing poverty – the very thing that Social Se-
curity is designed to prevent. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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How to Improve Your Posture
Chiropractor and professor 

Dr. Joan Young-Cheney edu-
cates her clients how to ensure 
and maintain good posture 
throughout life with a commit-
ment of just four minutes a day. 
This is part of her program:

Begin with a few stretch-
es:

While laying face up, inter-
lace fingers behind the back of 
your head. Using arms only, 
lift head up off the floor or bed 
while exhaling slowly. Hold up 
until end of exhalation. Then 
slowly lower. Repeat 10 to 12 
times.

While seated, keep the head 
slightly retracted. Slowly pull 
the top of your head over to 
one side with hand until you 
feel tolerable stretching in the 
muscles. Hold for one second 
and then release. Repeat 10 to 
12 times.

While standing in a doorway, 
place your palms on the mold-
ing at waist level. Take a small 

step forward, and while keep-
ing your chest lifted up, slowly 
stretch forward while exhaling. 
Hold for 10 seconds while con-
tinuing to breathe. Take a step 
back. Rest for 10 seconds and 
repeat 3 to 4 times.

After stretching follow 
with exercises:

Interlace your fingers be-
hind your back, or use a towel 
to hold if your hands cannot 
clasp. Lift chest, not shoulders, 
roll shoulder straight back, 
keep wrists together if possible. 
Then squeeze the elbows to-
wards each other and lift. Hold 
for 10 seconds.

Relax for 10 seconds. Repeat 
3 times.

Lay on your back on the floor 
with knees bent. Tighten ab-
dominal muscles and push the 
back hard into the floor. Then 
squeeze the outer buttock mus-
cles together, holding both 
groups of muscles tight. Slow-
ly lift the pelvis (not the low-

er back) one inch off the floor. 
Hold for 10-20 seconds. Rest 
5-10 seconds. Repeat 3 times.

Standing, lift your chest up 
from the breastbone to the ceil-
ing and practice breathing from 
upper abdomen. This will help 
keep the shoulder and head 
back over the center of grav-
ity and remove weight from 
over the diaphragm to allow for 
proper oxygenation to tissue 
and joints.

Dr. Young-Cheney has seen 
amazing results with this pro-
gram. Intentionally stretch-
ing and developing antagonist 
muscles will result in the un-
conscious work of these mus-
cles of maintaining good pos-
ture throughout the day.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. 
Written by Risë Rafferty. Used 
by permission from www.li-
feandhealth.org Courtesy of 
LifeSpring – Resources for 
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)

Patrick Pioneers
Booker and Lilla Shockley Dalton

By Beverly Belcher 
Woody

We have enjoyed 
some unseasonably 
warm weather this 
past month; a very dif-
ferent time from the 
winter of 1960. Val-
entine’s Day fell on a 
Wednesday in 1960, 
and it snowed 22 inch-
es in Patrick County.  
For the following three 
Wednesdays, the area 
received heavy snow-
fall. By Wednesday, 
March 6th, the area 
had received 68 inches 
of snow. 

My Dad was sta-
tioned at Aschaffen-
burg, West Germany 
with the Third Divi-
sion of the U. S. Army 
during the winter of 
1960, so my Grandfa-
ther ventured out and 
took the above photos 
to show Daddy upon 
his return home. The 
first photo was taken 
on Rock Church Road 
above Slate Mountain 
Church. The second 
photo shown is Wyatt 
and Edna Conner’s 
house on Conner’s 
Grove Road. The third 
photo is the Ed and 
Daisy Weddle home 
on Black Ridge Road, 
near the entrance to 
the winery.

This was a very chal-
lenging time for many 
people, especially folks 
with cattle and horses 
to feed. People tried to 
do their best to carry 
on business as usual, 
but it became quite 
challenging with five 
feet of snow on the 
ground (not to mention 
the drifts)! My aunt 
Gracie carpooled with 
several other folks to 
the factories in Floyd. 
One Wednesday eve-
ning, they got as far as 
Willie Edwards store 
on Willis Road before 
becoming stranded. 
Aunt Gracie had to 
stay at the store for 
three days before the 
roads opened enough 
for Uncle Stowell to be 
able to reach her.

My cousin Ivalien 
remembered VDOT 
workers Bud West and 
Curtis Agee working 
around the clock, try-
ing to get the roads 
opened back up and 

then it snowing all 
over again. 

Edgar Martin 
McPeak died sudden-
ly at home, February 
19th, five days after 
the first big snow. His 
granddaughter, Kim 
McPeak Merritt, said 
that Cecil Hall had to 
use his bulldozer to cut 
a path to the McPeak 
home to remove her 
grandfather’s body. 

McPeak’s death was 
one of several tragedies 
that took place during 
the rough winter of 
1960. Emmett Green 
“Bob” Conner was a 
World War II veteran, 
having served with the 
630th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion Unit at Nor-
mandy (D-Day) and in 
the Ardennes Forest of 
France (Battle of the 
Bulge). Harvey Dick-
erson Williams was a 
Korean War veteran, 
serving with the 432nd 
Construction Engi-
neers. 

Thirty-five-year-old 
Conner and thirty-one-
year Williams were 
last seen on February 
26th (this would have 
been five days after the 
second big snow) leav-
ing the area of Bowl-
ing’s Store in Lone Ivy. 
The men were walking 
back up the moun-
tain towards Lover’s 
Leap. Walking from 
the Woolwine area to 
Meadows of Dan was 
quite common back 
then, as there were 
many old trails lead-
ing up and down the 
mountain. The men did 
not make it home be-

fore the third big snow 
fell on February 28th.  
Family and friends 
searched for the men 
for over a month be-
fore their bodies were 
found. 

The following is an 
excerpt from the En-
terprise reporting 
the men’s deaths: “A 
three-man search par-
ty discovered the bod-
ies about 1 pm, par-
tially buried in snow 
and leaves, about a 
mile from the top of 
Lover’s Leap. It was 
believed that the men 
were taking a short-
cut path up the rugged 
mountain to reach US 
58. Sheriff Baliles said 
the snow prevented 
searchers from deter-
mining whether the 

two men were still on 
the path, a little-used 
former horse trail. The 
bodies were found by 
Lloyd Handy, Thom-
as Belcher, and Arlie 
Belcher, all of Mead-
ows of Dan.”

I feel it is especially 
tragic and sad to have 
survived D-Day and 
the snow and freezing 
temperatures of the 
Ardennes Forest a half 
a world away, and then 
freeze to death only a 
few miles from home. 

Thank you to Shirl-
ien Belcher, Michael 
Belcher, and Kim Mer-
ritt for information for 
this article. 

Woody may be 
reached at rockcastlec-
reek1@gmail.com or 
(276) 692-9626. 
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Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

PCHS Varsity Baseball 
Gets Win in Floyd

By Ashlee Mullis
The Varsity Cougar Base-

ball Team traveled to Floyd 
on Monday, March 27.  Stuart 
Callahan got the start on the 
mound in the 15-6 win. Callah-
an went 3 2/3 innings, allowing 
2 hits, 1 earned run, 3 walks, 
and 6 strikeouts.  Jai Penn and 
Jackson Horton combined to 2 
1/3 innings in relief. The Cou-
gars were led at the plate by 
Martin Sawyers who was 3-5. 
Tucker Swails, Callahan, and 
Penn added 2 hits each.  

Youth Skills Camp scheduled for May 20
Registration is underway for the PC Youth Skills Camp and Combine 2023.
The camp will be held May 20, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the Patrick County High School foot-

ball field. 
The $25 fee includes lunch and a shirt (if registered by May 1).
Registration form (below) and check may be mailed to Patrick County Football, 215 Cougar 

Lane, Stuart, VA 24171. Make all checks payable to Patrick County Football. 
Walk up registration will also be available the day of the camp/combine. 

Name ______________________________________________   Age/Grade ________
 
Address ________________________________________________________________
  
Shirt Size (circle one) YS  YM  YL  YXL  AS  AM  AL
  
Emergency Contact ______________________________   Phone _______________

Waiver
In consideration of the acceptance of my child’s entry, I for my child, do hereby release and 

discharge the organizers of this camp/combine and all other sponsors and organizers of all 
claims and damages, actions whatsoever in any manner arising out of my child’s participation 
in this camp/combine.  I attest and verify that I have full knowledge of the risks involved in this 
camp/combine and I my child is physically able to participate in this camp/combine.  Further, I 
grant full permission to any and all partners of the PC Youth Skills Camp and Combine 2023 
to use my child’s name, photographs, videotapes, or any other record of this event for any legit-
imate purpose without compensation.

__________________________________    ________________________
Signature        Date  

Four PCHS Fishing Team members 
advance to state championship

By Sandra Heath
The Patrick County High School 

Fishing Team competed against 
area high school teams in the south-
ern division of the B.A.S.S. Nation 
of Virginia final state qualifier at 
a cold windy Philpott Lake. State 
Results are in. Congratulations to 
Jonah Shockley and Hunter Heath; 
and Eli Wood and Evan Wood, they 

were all able to secure a spot in the 
state tournament. The four will be 
joining the previous tournament 
qualifiers Jake Caine, Devin Walk-
er, Caleb Geiger, Cameron Collins, 
Will Heath, Chace Handy, Caleb 
Hostetter and Evan Havens at the 
State Championship to be held at 
Lake Gaston in April. Special thanks 
to sponsors and boat captains. 

Eli Wood and Evan Wood.Jonah Shockley and Hunter Heath. (Photos 
by Melanie Roberson)

Varsity Girls Pick Up Win
By Ashlee Mullis
The Varsity Lady Cou-

gar Softball Team hosted 
Tunstall High School on 
Wednesday, March 30.  
PC defeated the Lady 
Trojans 15 to 6. Jour-
ney Moore started on the 
mound, striking out 3. 
Mckenzie Holt pitched 
went in to pitch the last 
3 innings. The Lady Cou-
gars had 11 hits. Journey 
Moore led the way with 4 
hits and 3 RBIs. Alexis 
Knight had 2 hits. Mad-
ison Greer had a triple 
with 2 RBIs. Lilly Hazelwood had 3 
RBI, while Kyleigh Gusler and Holt 

each had hits. Lauren Fulcher hit a 
home run in the win. 

Alexis Knight gets ready for the play.

Girls Tennis Team Falls to Bassett
By Ashlee Mullis
The Girls Tennis 

Team lost a close 
match to Bassett on 
Wednesday, March 29.  
In Singles, Marissa 
Bentley (PC) defeated 
Taylor Reed 8-1, Mia 
Stowe (PC) defeated 
Bailey Dyer 8-2, Madi-
son Mullis (PC) defeat-
ed Hannah Eanes 8-5, 
Cecilia Leon-Cisneros 
(PC) fell to Evan Par-
nell 1-8, Katie Vernon 
(PC) fell to Laken Porter 0-8, and 
Shyanne Holt (PC) fell to Jenna 
Meadors (-1-8). In Doubles, PC lost 
to Bassett 1-2. Marissa Bentley/Mia 
Stowe defeated Taylor Reed/Han-
nah Eanes 8-2, Madison Mullis/

Cecilia Leon-Cisneros fell to Evan 
Parnell/Laken Porter 3-8, and Ka-
tie Vernon/Shyanne Holt fell to Bai-
ley Dyer/Charity Whitfield 4-8.  

The Lady Cougars will play Mag-
na Vista April 11th.  

Madison Mullis returns the serve in her singles match.

Softball Team Wins in Floyd

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cougar Varsity Softball 

Team defeated Floyd 7 to 6 on the 
road on Monday, March 27. McK-
enzie Holt got the win in the circle, 

striking out 9. Journey Moore had 
2 home runs with 4 RBIs. Lilly Ha-
zelwood added a home run and a 
double. Bryley Pike had 2 doubles 
for the night.

Bryley Pike gets a hit for the Lady Cougars.

Toby Perkins prepares to hit for the Cougars.

JV Baseball Scores Two Wins

By Ashlee Mullis
The JV Baseball Team hosted 

Floyd on Monday, March 27, get-
ting a 12-2 win in 5 innings over 
the Buffaloes. The Cougars had 
a big 2nd inning, scoring 6 runs. 
David Lawson, Easton Harris 
and Chance Corns all had RBIs. 
Easton Harris got the start on 
the mound before handing the 
ball over to Christian Hylton. Da-
vid Lawson and Calvin Lancast-
er pitched as well, with all four 
allowing only 4 hits and 2 runs 
while striking out 4. Lawson and 
Jackson Callahan led the Cou-
gars with 2 hits each. Lawson had 
2 RBI’s. On Wednesday, March 

29, the JV Cougars traveled to 
Tunstall where three PC pitch-
ers combined for a 3 hit shutout. 
Christian Hylton started on the 
mound and went 3 innings, strik-
ing out 2. Lucas Taylor followed 
with 3 strong innings, allowing 
1 hit and striking out 2. David 
Lawson closed with 2 strikeouts 
in an inning of work.

Calvin Lancaster led the hit-
ting attack with 2 hits and 5 RBIs 
including a bases loaded triple in 
the 7th inning. Lawson had 3 hits 
and Callahan had two hits and 2 
RBIs. 

The Cougars are 7-0 on the sea-
son. 

Easton Harris on the mound.
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Kyle Larson and Team Grab First Win of 2023 at Richmond Raceway
By Holly Cain
NASCAR Wire Service
With the benefit of a fast final pit 

stop, Kyle Larson was able to put 
his No. 5 Hendrick Motorsports 
Chevrolet out front at Richmond 
(Va.) Raceway and then hold off the 
field in the last 25 laps of Sunday’s 
Toyota Owners 400 to earn his first 
NASCAR Cup Series victory of the 
2023 season.

The 30-year old Californian had to 
out-duel his Hendrick Motorsports 
teammate Josh Berry on a pair of 
re-starts in the closing laps to se-
cure the win at the first short track 
event of the season at the .75-mile 
Richmond oval. Berry, driving the 
No. 9 Hendrick Chevy for injured 
Chase Elliott, finished runner-up 
capturing his best ever NASCAR 
Cup Series finish – 1.535-seconds 
behind Larson to the checkered flag.

Trackhouse Racing’s Ross 
Chastain, Joe Gibbs Racing’s Chris-
topher Bell and Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing’s Kevin Harvick rounded out 
the top five.

It was the 2021 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Larson’s 20th career 
win and the first ever NASCAR Cup 
Series victory for his interim crew 
chief Kevin Meendering, who has 
led the No. 5 team at-track while 
fulltime crew chief Cliff Daniels – 
along with the Hendrick team’s oth-
er three crew chiefs – finish out a 
suspension penalty from NASCAR.

“It’s really cool, we’ve been close 
to winning a couple,’’ Larson said, 
adding, “Things just worked out 
and my pit crew had a great stop.’’

It was certainly a Hendrick Mo-
torsports day with Larson and 
Berry besting the field. And their 
teammate William Byron leading 
the most laps (117) and winning his 
series-best fifth stage. The season’s 
only two-time winner Byron looked 
poised to have a say in the trophy 
hoist too, only to be knocked out of 
contention when he was hit from 
behind by Christopher Bell on a re-
start with 20 laps remaining.

“I was just re-starting fourth 
there, just trying to stay tight to 
the 9 [Berry] and get a good restart 
and got tagged in the left rear,’’ said 
a frustrated Byron, who finished 
24th. “Just a dive-bomb move on his 
[Bell] part. It is what it is. I had a 
great race car.

“The Raptor Chevrolet was awe-
some all day. We’ll just keep bring-
ing fast race cars like that. It was 
looking like another win before that 
caution there, but that’s the way it 
goes.’’

Larson led four different times, 
totaling 93 laps on the afternoon 
and survived contact on pit road 
with Daniel Suárez’s Chevrolet ear-
ly in the race. It was Larson’s sec-
ond Richmond win (also in 2017) 
and the fifth for Chevy through the 
season’s opening seven races.

The Toyota contingent looked to 
give the Chevys a real run, looking 
especially strong mid-race. Four 
Toyota drivers combined to lead 154 
laps – more than the manufacturer 
had been out front in the previous 
six races.  Denny Hamlin’s No. 11 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota paced the 

Toyotas leading 71 laps and claim-
ing the Stage 2 win, but a pair of pit 
road penalties – including a costly 
one on his final stop, took him out of 
contention. He finished 20th.

“What an awesome Hendrickcars.
com Chevy,’’ Larson said. “Can’t say 
enough about it. I got into the 99 
[Suarez] on pit road there sometime 
in the second stage, and we were 
awful after that. I was hoping the 
damage was the reason why, but 
they had to calm me down a little 
bit and get refocused and was able 
to get it done.

“Thanks to everyone on this team, 
Cliff Daniels, for everything he does 
to prepare the team to be as strong 

as we are without him on the box. 
So good to get a win, and hopefully 
many more.”

Michael McDowell finished sixth 
- his first top-10 finish of the year. 
Reigning series champion Joey 
Logano was seventh, followed by 
polesitter Alex Bowman, rookie Ty 
Gibbs and owner-driver Brad Ke-
selowski. Gibbs ninth place effort 
marked his third consecutive top-
10 finish.

The series returns to action 
next Sunday with the Food City 
Dirt Race at Bristol (Tenn.) Motor 
Speedway (7 p.m. ET, FOX, PRN, 
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio). Kyle 
Busch is the defending race winner.

NASCAR Cup Series Race - Toyota Owners 400
Richmond Raceway
Richmond, Virginia

Sunday, April 2, 2023
 

• 1. (9)  Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 400.
• 2. (30)  Josh Berry(i), Chevrolet, 400.
• 3. (4)  Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 400.
• 4. (21)  Christopher Bell, Toyota, 

400.
• 5. (10)  Kevin Harvick, Ford, 400.
• 6. (15)  Michael McDowell, Ford, 

400.
• 7. (18)  Joey Logano, Ford, 400.
• 8. (1)  Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 400.
• 9. (14)  Ty Gibbs #, Toyota, 400.
• 10. (24)  Brad Keselowski, Ford, 400.
• 11. (12)  Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 

400.
• 12. (19)  Chase Briscoe, Ford, 400.
• 13. (32)  Aric Almirola, Ford, 400.
• 14. (2)  Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 400.
• 15. (13)  Todd Gilliland, Ford, 400.
• 16. (5)  Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 400.
• 17. (37)  Chandler Smith(i), Chevro-

let, 400.
• 18. (33)  Ryan Preece, Ford, 400.
• 19. (26)  Harrison Burton, Ford, 400.
• 20. (11)  Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 400.
• 21. (16)  Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, 

400.
• 22. (28)  Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 400.
• 23. (20)  Daniel Suarez, Chevrolet, 

400.
• 24. (3)  William Byron, Chevrolet, 

400.
• 25. (27)  Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 

399.
• 26. (17)  Ryan Blaney, Ford, 399.
• 27. (25)  AJ Allmendinger, Chevro-

let, 399.
• 28. (6)  Austin Cindric, Ford, 399.
• 29. (29)  Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 

399.
• 30. (7)  Chris Buescher, Ford, 398.
• 31. (22)  Erik Jones, Chevrolet, 398.
• 32. (36)  Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 398.
• 33. (35)  Anthony Alfredo(i), Chevro-

let, 396.
• 34. (31)  Cody Ware, Ford, 395.

• 35. (8)  Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Chev-
rolet, 384.

• 36. (34)  JJ Yeley(i), Ford, 383.
• 37. (23)  Noah Gragson #, Chevrolet, 

Accident, 303.
 
Average Speed of Race Winner:  

91.085 mph.
Time of Race:  3 Hrs, 17 Mins, 37 

Secs. Margin of Victory:  1.535 Seconds.
Caution Flags:  8 for 54 laps.
Lead Changes:  22 among 11 driv-

ers.
Lap Leaders:   A. Bowman 0;K. 

Busch 1;A. Bowman 2-9;W. Byron 
10-33;R. Chastain 34-49;W. Byron 
50-123;K. Larson 124-160;D. Ham-
lin 161-166;K. Larson 167-196;W. 
Byron 197-206;C. Bell 207-227;D. 
Hamlin 228-234;C. Bell 235;D. 
Hamlin 236-293;B. Wallace 294;M. 
Truex Jr. 295-307;K. Larson 308;M. 
Truex Jr. 309-351;C. Bell 352-
355;B. Keselowski 356;J. Berry(i) 
357-366;W. Byron 367-375;K. Lar-
son 376-400.

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 

Lead, Laps Led):  William Byron 4 
times for 117 laps; Kyle Larson 4 
times for 93 laps; Denny Hamlin 3 
times for 71 laps; Martin Truex Jr. 
2 times for 56 laps; Christopher Bell 
3 times for 26 laps; Ross Chastain 
1 time for 16 laps; Josh Berry(i) 1 
time for 10 laps; Alex Bowman 1 

time for 8 laps; Brad Keselowski 1 
time for 1 lap; Kyle Busch 1 time for 
1 lap; Bubba Wallace 1 time for 1 
lap.

Stage #1 Top Ten: 
24,5,1,4,22,45,48,20,6,14

Stage #2 Top Ten: 
11,20,24,19,1,6,48,5,4,54

Kyle Larson, driver of the #5 HendrickCars.com Chevrolet, and Jeff Gordon, Vice Chairman 
of Hendrick Motorsports celebrate in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series 
Toyota Owners 400 at Richmond Raceway on April 02, 2023 in Richmond, Virginia. (Photo 
by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images)

Sports Schedule 
for Patrick 

County High 
School

Week of April 4-12

April 11:
4 p.m. - Boy’s & Girls Tennis @ 

Magna Vista
5 p.m. - Softball @ Bassett
7 p.m. - Girl’s Soccer vs Bassett
5 p.m. – Baseball @ George Wash-

ington
7 p.m. – Boy’s Soccer @ Bassett

Patrick County Parks Recreation 2023 Spring Sports Schedules

Dan River Park

Game Time
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.

DeHart Park, Field 1

Game Time
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball 2 games at 5:45 P.M. and 6:45 P.M.
Tee Ball 2 games at 5:45 P.M. and 6:45 P.M.
Tee Ball 1 game at 5:45 P.M. 
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball 2 games at 5:45 P.M. and 6:45 P.M.
Tee Ball 2 games at 5:45 P.M. and 6:45 P.M.
Tee Ball 1 game at 5:45 P.M. 

Mountain Top Park

Game Time
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)

Patrick Springs Park

Game Time
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)
Minor League Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.

Woolwine School

Game Time
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)

Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.

Woolwine School

Game Time
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Coach Pitch Softball 2 games: 5:45 P.M. and 7:15 P.M.
Tee Ball Begins at 9:00 A.M. (5 games)

•  Teachers - all grades
•  Teachers - all content areas
•  Administrators
•  School Counselors

Salem Civic Center
Salem, Virginia
9 am - 12 noon

540-831-6399
www.wvpec.org
office@wvpec.org

Job Fair is free
Registration link at wvpec.org

APRIL 22, 2023
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

O B I T U A R Y  S U B M I S S I O N 
D E A D L I N E  M O N D A Y  A T  N O O N

OBITUARIES 
Larry D. Jones 

Mr. Larry D. Jones, 
age 66 of Stuart, 
passed away Wednes-
day, March 29, 2023, 
at his home. He was 
born in Patrick Coun-
ty on July 1, 1956, 
to the late Sidney A. 
Jones, Sr. and Sarah 
Elizabeth “Tottie” Go-
ins Jones. In addition 
to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by 
three brothers, Paul Thomas Jones, 
Leon Allen Jones, Sidney A. “Junior” 
Jones, Jr.; and a brother-in-law, 
Lynn Shouse.  Larry had worked 
for Hutchens Petroleum and RJR 
Hospital for many years. He loved 
hunting and spending time with 
and spoiling his grandson.  

Surviving is his loving wife of 43 
years, Patricia Greenwood Jones 
of the home; one son, Wes Jones 
and fiancé, Cynthia Turney of Stu-
art; one grandson, Kip Jones; three 
sisters and brothers-in-law, Patsy 

Shouse, Judy and Bob-
by Gardner all of Stu-
art, Robin and Bobby 
Pack of Westfield, NC; 
one brother and sister-
in-law, Lloyd and Pa-
tricia Jones of Stuart; 
two sisters-in-law, Ann 
Overby Jones of West-
field, NC, Wanda Par-
rish Jones of Stuart; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.  

Funeral services will be held Sat-
urday, April 1, 2023, at 11:00 AM at 
Moody Funeral Home in Stuart with 
Rev. Ricky Rogers officiating. Burial 
will follow in the Stuart Church of 
Christ in Dry Pond. The family will 
receive friends one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral home. Me-
morials can be made to the Stuart 
Church of Christ in Dry Pond Cem-
etery Fund c/o Pat Shouse, 1918 Old 
Orchard Loop, Stuart, VA 24171. On-
line condolences may be sent to www.
moodyfuneralservices.com.  

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Third annual All-Hands 
Meeting to shine a 
spotlight on small business

GO Virginia (GOVA) Region 3 
partners, businesses, community 
and elected leaders, entrepreneurs 
and educators will gather at The 
Prizery in South Boston for the 
third annual All-Hands Meeting to 
foster business-led economic devel-
opment in the Commonwealth on 
Thursday, May 4 at 5 p.m. 

The 2023 GO Virginia Region 3 
All-Hands Meeting seeks to connect 
the ecosystems of entrepreneurs 
and big business by shining a spot-
light on small businesses and ex-
ploring how they can scale up or act 
as suppliers for larger companies. 

“The annual All-Hands Meeting 
is the best example of Region 3’s 
superpower,” said GOVA Region 3 
Council Chair Tim Clark. “We bring 
people together. By convening our 
community and breaking down the 
silos, we’ve been able to make great 
strides in the economic development 
of Southern Virginia. This year we 
celebrate connections between our 
businesses and our entrepreneurs 
because it takes growth of all types 
to support the continued develop-
ment of our region.”

The event keynote will be de-
livered by Micah White, direc-
tor of business development for 
the Metropolitan Business League 
(MBL) and founder of RVA Has Tal-
ent. White’s career includes 25-plus 
years in the entertainment indus-
try as a stand-up comedian, host 

and philanthropist. In his role as 
director of the MBL, he spearheads 
an initiative in Brunswick County 
to support sustainable entrepre-
neurial ideas. His own entrepre-
neurial venture, RVA Has Talent, 
facilitates collaborations between 
local artists and nonprofits in the 
Greater Richmond area. 

In addition to White’s keynote, 
program highlights will include a 
regional entrepreneur panel dis-
cussion featuring Rudy’s Girl Me-
dia Founder Natalie Hodge, Big 
Fade Entertainment Founder Er-
nell Bellamy and Letterpress Com-
munications Founder and Principal 
Ilsa Loeser, as well as a networking 
cocktail hour and dinner. 

The GOVA All-Hands Meeting is 
open to the public. GOVA invites 
any and all who are interested in 
the prosperity of Region 3 to attend, 
including representatives from the 
business, development, economy, 
education, finance, government, 
management and media sectors, as 
well as others. To learn more or reg-
ister for the free event, visit www.
GoVirginia3.org/News/All-Hands-
Meeting/. Interviews with GOVA 
personnel are available upon re-
quest.  

Region 3 thanks the following 
supporters The Prizery, Riverlink 
LLC, Blair Construction and Let-
terpress Communications.

Officials eye annual 
Tourism Summit 

James Houchins 
hopes to parlay the 
success of the county’s 
inaugural Tourism 
Summit into an annu-
al event, with collabo-
ration a centerpiece of 
his efforts. 

“We want to make it 
an annual event,” that 
is held at various ven-
ues in the county, said 
Houchins, director of 
the county’s Tourism 
Office.

He added that col-
laboration is his main 
focus.

“Patrick County is 
a great place to live 
and raise a family. We 
are unique in that we 
have different smaller 
communities within 
our larger community, 
and I hope to continue 
bridging them together 
for the greater good through col-
laboration,” Houchins said, adding 
that is “not only within Patrick 
but reaching out to our neighbor-
ing counties to bring tourists to the 
places we love and get to enjoy.” 

The inaugural summit was geared 
to accomplish that goal, with a host 
of local and regional representa-
tives on hand to address business 
owners and speakers that included 
Rita McClenny, president and CEO 
of the Virginia Tourism Corpora-
tion, and Becky Nave, director, of 
Destination Development for the 
Virginia Tourism Corporation.

Each discussed the recovery of tour-
ism in Virginia and how Patrick Coun-
ty continues to trend upward during 
the March 27 event held at Fayerdale 
Hall in Fairy Stone State Park.

Another of the summit’s goals 
was to strengthen the county’s con-
nection to its regional partners by 
putting names with faces and the 
partnering tourism organizations. 
As a result, the event also included 
speakers from the Virginia Tourism 

Corporation, Friends of Southwest 
Virginia, West Piedmont Planning 
Commission, Longwood Small Busi-
ness Development Center, Crooked 
Road, Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce, The Reynolds Home-
stead, and Patrick County Econom-
ic Development. 

Houchins said the summit was 
packed with updates from state 
tourism organizations and helpful 
insights for small businesses, in-
cluding grants and educational op-
portunities geared to helping them 
grow. In addition, Patrick County 
Tourism updated the county’s tour-
ism efforts, gave a sneak peek of the 
new tourism website, and debuted 
the latest edition of the Patrick 
County Magazine. 

“We want to thank everyone who 
attended the summit,” Houchins 
said. “In addition, we thank Fairy 
Stone State Park, The Reynolds 
Homestead, chamber of commerce, 
and Silverlining Designs for every-
thing they did to make the Tourism 
Summit a success.” 

James Houchins, director of the Patrick County Tourism Office, addressed the crowd 
attending the county’s inaugural Tourism Summit last week. 

Becky Nave, director of the Virginia Tourism Corporation’s 
Destination Development. 
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 14

1. Is the book of Gethsemane 
(KJV) in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. What’s the only book of the 
Bible that mentions Christ’s 
tomb being sealed? Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John

3. From Matthew 28:2, who 
rolled back the stone from the 
door of Jesus’ tomb and sat 
upon it? Simon, An angel, Vil-
lagers, Disciples

4. When Mary Magdalene 
and “the other Mary” came 
upon the risen Jesus, who 

did He ask them to inform? 
Priests, Disciples, No one, Vil-
lagers

5. From John 20, which 
disciple doubted that Jesus 
had risen unless he could see 
the wounds? Peter, Andrew, 
Thomas, Thaddeus

6. How long did Jesus re-
main after His resurrection 
before He ascended into heav-
en? Instantaneously, 1 hour, 7 
days, 40 days

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 
Matthew (27:65-66), 3) An 
angel, 4) Disciples, 5) Thom-
as (called Didymus), 6) 40 
days (Acts 1:3)

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Letters
(cont. from page 6)

dhall@theenterprise.net

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Jesus’ Commandments
By Alan Dean, 

retired Seventh-day 
Adventist pastor

Our attitude to-
ward law is different 
when we know the 
lawgiver. Each of us is born with a 
perverse streak. The very presence 
of rules makes us want to break 
them. If you want someone to touch 
your newly painted fence, just hang 
a sign that says, “Don’t Touch – 
Wet Paint.” When William Johnson 
was a dean of boys in a high school 
academy, he noticed how the facul-
ty would try to solve problems by 
inventing new rules. They thought 
that simply by making laws, they 
could remove all difficulties. But 
new and better laws were simply 
a challenge to the students to find 
new and better ways to get around 
them, or break them without get-
ting caught.  

But when we know the lawgiver, 
our attitude changes. When there is 
a personal relationship, a deep trust 
and respect, then we know that the 
rules he has laid down are not given 
to burden us.  They don’t come from 
a desire to fence us in, to crush our 
free spirits. He gives them for our 
best good.

When I was young and working 
on my dad’s dairy farm, I developed 
a love and deep respect for my dad. 
He was a kind, friendly, hard-work-
ing man, loved by our family as well 
as the community. He loved the 
Lord and was faithful to Him. The 
farm had lots of work to be done ev-
ery day besides the milking. Work 
had to be done before and after 
school.  And summers were busy 
making hay and other crops. But 
I seldom complained because he 
showed us love and appreciation. If 

I hadn’t had that good relationship 
with my dad, that hard work sched-
ule would have seemed like a prison 
sentence.

It makes all the difference in our 
relationship to the 10 Command-
ments when we realize that they are 
introduced with the words “I am the 
Lord thy God, which has brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage” (Exodus 
20:2). You see, God who was giv-
ing these commandments to Israel 
was the one who had already res-
cued them. First, He saved them, 
and then He commanded them. He 
did not say, Obey these laws, then 
I will save you. No! He manifested 
His love by coming to the 12 tribes 
in their slavery, working miracles 
to deliver them from Egypt. Then, 
at Sinai He revealed the Decalogue 
to them.

Jesus did a similar thing in New 
Testament times. In the Sermon on 
the Mount, He elaborated the law. 
He showed that it includes even our 
desires and motives. But before Je-
sus gave this tighter interpretation 
of the law, He “went about all Gal-
ilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people” (Matthew 4:23). 
He who was commanding had first 
manifested His love and compas-
sion.

Without knowing the love of the 
lawgiver, the Ten Commandments 
are a prison, every bar marked 
“Thou shalt not!” But when we 
know Jesus the Lawgiver, these 
commandments are a promise to 
us that “Because you are Mine, 
thou shalt not live as others do.” He 
promises us a more abundant life 
by following Him.  (John 10:10)

ticians, race hustlers and people 
who get a sense of superiority by de-
nouncing others as racists.”  

“If you don’t control the borders, 
it doesn’t matter what immigration 
laws you have.” 

“No one will really understand 
politics until they understand that 
politicians are not trying to solve 
our problems. They are trying to 
solve their own problems - of which 

getting elected and re-elected are 
number one and number two. What-
ever is number three is far behind.” 

“It is amazing how many people 
act as if the right to free speech in-
cludes the right to be free of criti-
cism for what they say - which 
means that other people should not 
have the same right to free speech 
that they claim for themselves.”

Pray for our country.
William Salser,
Stuart

Drop Everything and Read
When I was a child, Beverly Cleary 

was a household name.  I couldn’t 
wait for the day of the week my class 
got to visit my school library and 
check out another one of her books. 
The only thing better was being 
able to buy one of my own during 
the best time of the year- Scholastic 
Book Fair Week.  In her book, Ra-
mona Quimby, Age 8, Cleary coined 
the phrase, Drop Everything and 
Read, or DEAR.  Over sixty years 
later, school libraries across the na-
tion still celebrate April 12th, Ms. 
Cleary’s birthday, by encouraging 
everyone to take time to read. Af-
ter teaching English for 23 years, 
I can say, without a doubt, that 
reading is one of the most import-
ant things a child can do. Research 
shows that reading increases your 
vocabulary, keeps your brain ac-
tive, relieves stress, and increases 
your IQ. Your child can check out 
his or her favorite books for free at 
their school library.  You can take 
a book anywhere and get lost in 
whatever fantasy you choose. Read-
ing to your young child helps them 
develop a broader vocabulary, helps 
them develop better reading skills 
and habits, and paves the way for a 
lifetime of reading for learning and 
enjoyment. 

As April approaches, get ready 

to Drop Everything and Read. Vis-
it your local library with your kids 
and check out books they are in-
terested in and excited about. En-
courage them to check out books in 
their school library. School librari-
ans have a passion for reading and 
books and would love to share that 
love with your kids. One of the big-
gest reasons kids don’t love to read 
is because they haven’t found books 
that interest them. Librarians love 
nothing more than to help a child 
open up their world by helping 
them find books they can lose them-
selves in. Show your enthusiasm for 
reading and encourage them to put 
down their phones and video games 
and grab a book that will not only 
take them on an exciting adventure 
but also increase their reading abil-
ities and intelligence. Read with 
your kids and in front of them. The 
next time you pull out your phone, 
read a book on a free app offered by 
your library instead of surfing the 
web or posting on social media. Be 
an example of the importance of 
reading and literacy. Be the reason 
that on April 12th, as well as the 
rest of the year, they Drop Every-
thing and Read.  

Ashlee Mullis,
Ridgeway
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick Paving)
Gravel hauling and 

spreading,  grading, mulch,
dirt, pavement maintenance 

and striping.  42 years
experience.  

Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 (office) 

or (276)- 340-8786 (cell)
Email:  ckendrick@
embarqmail.com or 

claytonk81@gmail.com

HAZELWOOD 
TRUCKING, INC., 
Gravel, sand, dirt.

Contact Danny or Mike 
(276) 694-7718.
Over 60 years of 

experience.
Serving Patrick County and 

surrounding areas.

MERRITT’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE

Providing mowing, mulching, 
shrub trimming and much 

more for Stuart and 
surrounding areas. Don’t 

wait, call today to get your 
yard contracted for the year 

at 276-692-8431.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 

overgrown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor and 
mini-excavator work. Free 
estimates. Call 276-229-

9410 or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

STEVE’S MOWER REPAIR 
Service and repair for all 
makes of lawn mowers. 

Pick up and delivery for a 
reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers with 
free pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net

Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & Electrical 

Contractors, Sales & 
Services, Licensed in VA & 

NC (276) 694-7308.

DANNY’S LANDSCAPING 
AND LAWN CARE  

driveway scraping, bush 
hogging, light backhoe, 
debris removal, mowing, 

mulching, plowing. Insured, 
free estimates. Call (276) 
694-6236 or (276) 693-

8987.

HELP WANTED

FAIRY STONE STATE 
PARK NOW HIRING 

MULTIPLE SEASONAL 
POSITIONS!

Beach Maintenance Ranger
Beach Ranger (Lifeguard)

Boathouse Ranger 
Food Service Ranger
Interpretive Assistant
Maintenance Ranger

www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs
DCR is EEO

Apply online or at the park 
office: 

967 Fairystone Lake Drive 
Stuart, VA 24171  

276-930-2424

EXPERIENCED 
MECHANIC

40 hrs. Monday-Friday
Call Duncan Speed Shop

276-694-4133

WILDERNESS IS 
LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME AND PART-TIME 

TRUCK DRIVERS. 
CDL required.
• Local runs

• Home every night
• Minimal weekends

• Paid vacation
• PTO

• Insurance offered
Please apply in person 

at 14747 Jeb Stuart Hwy 
Stuart, VA

JOB OPENING
The Patrick County Clerk 
of Circuit Court office is 

accepting applications from 
qualified applicants for the 
position of Administrative 
Assistant. The position 
provides administrative 
support to the Clerk of 

Circuit Court and customer 
service assistance to the 

general public. A complete 
job description is available 

on the Patrick County 
website at https://www.

co.patrick.va.us/careers.
This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 
vacation and sick leave, 
life and health insurance, 
and retirement.  Hours will 
be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Monday through Friday.  

Overtime may be required. 
A high school diploma or 
equivalent is required; 

an Associate’s degree is 
preferred.  Experience in a 
legal or court environment 
is preferred.  Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office is required.  
Patrick County employment 

applications may be 
obtained at http://www.
co.patrick.va.us/careers 

or from the Patrick County 
Administration Office, Room 

218, 106 Rucker Street, 
Stuart, VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 

position.   Applications and 
resumes may be emailed 

to Donna Shough, HR 
Director, at dshough@
co.patrick.va.us, with a 

copy to Melissa Taylor at 
mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.  
Faxed applications will not 
be accepted.  The position 
will remain open until filled.  

The County of Patrick 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, disability, or 

age.  
 

JOB OPENING
The County of Patrick is 
accepting applications 

from qualified applicants 
for the position of 

Recreation Department 
Administrative Assistant. 
The position assists the 
Recreation Director in 
the implementation of 

sports, fitness, and leisure 
activities and other special 
events for the community. 

The position also will 
implement effective office 
management processes 

to provide quality 
customer service following 
governmental guidelines. 
A complete job description 
is available on the Patrick 
County website at https://

www.co.patrick.va.us/
careers.

This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 
vacation and sick leave, 
life and health insurance, 
and retirement.  Hours will 
be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Monday through Friday.  
Overtime and weekend 
work may be required. 

Patrick County employment 
applications may be 

obtained at http://www.
co.patrick.va.us/careers 

or from the Patrick County 
Administration Office, Room 

218, 106 Rucker Street, 
Stuart, VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 

position.   Applications and 
resumes may be emailed 

to Donna Shough, HR 
Director, at dshough@
co.patrick.va.us, with a 

copy to Melissa Taylor at 
mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.  
Faxed applications will not 
be accepted.  The position 
will remain open until filled.  
The County of Patrick is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age.  

JOB OPENING
The County of Patrick is 

accepting applications from 
qualified applicants for a 

part-time, seasonal grounds 
maintenance worker.  

Duties of the position will 
include, but are not limited 

to,  operating grounds 
maintenance equipment, 

including tractors, mowers, 
and weed eaters; mowing 
and weed eating grass; 

preparing ballfields;  trash 
or debris collection and 

disposal;  planting, weeding, 
and trimming flowers, 

shrubbery, and small trees; 
and any other general 

grounds maintenance tasks 
assigned by the Recreation 

Director.  
The preferred candidate 
will have experience with 

grounds maintenance 
equipment operation and 

be able to perform manual 
labor.  

This is a part-time, seasonal 
position with no benefits. 
The successful candidate 

will work from April through 
October at a maximum of 29 
hours per week. Hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Friday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. with a one-hour 

lunch break each day.  
Patrick County employment 

applications may be 
obtained at http://www.
co.patrick.va.us/careers 

or from the Patrick County 
Administration Office, Room 

218, 106 Rucker Street, 
Stuart, VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 
position.   Applications 

may be emailed to Donna 
Shough, HR Director, at 

dshough@co.patrick.va.us, 
with a copy to Melissa Taylor 
at mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.  
Faxed applications will not 
be accepted.  The position 
will remain open until filled.  
The County of Patrick is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age. 

NOTICE

WANTED TO BUY. 
Portable CD/DVD player. 

Call 605-415-1116.

FOR SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE
-3-bag grass-catcher for 
BX-2350 Kubota tractor. 

Bought new, used very little. 
Sells for $2500 new, will 

take $1500.
-oak dining server with black 
Formica look-alike slate top. 

Mostly solid oak cabinet. 
Very nice. Selling for $195.

Call 276-629-1064.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PET CARE

Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is 
recognized safe & effective 

against hook & round worms 
in dogs by US CVM. Double 
strength. 3 year stability.  At 

Tractor Supply®.

EVENTS

Charlottesville Coin, 
Currency & Stamp Show. 

Free Admission! Elks 
Lodge #389. 389 Elk 

Drive Charlottesville, VA. 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Saturday, April 22nd. 
9am-5pm. Contact Jackie 

Dean (540) 832-0024, 
Debomb14@aol.com.

FARMS/FISH

Live Fish for restocking 
ponds. Over 25 species 
available. We deliver. 

Colorful catalogue upon 
request. Zetts Fish Farm 
P.O. Box 5 Inwood, W.V. 

25428. Call 304-821-4496, 
304-995-9202. Cell 304-

820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 

and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 

Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 

Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 

system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on 

the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + 

Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited 

Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now 

and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

The Virginia Beef Expo 
is April 13-16, 2023, 
at Rockingham Co. 

Fairgrounds. Enjoy Cattle 
Sales, Industry Trade Show 
& Youth Events. Learn more 

at www.vabeefexpo.com 

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 

BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-

608-4974

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 
Government program 
for recipients of select 

programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 

WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 

Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: 

Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 

1-855-970-1995

540- 745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

OPEN HOUSE – APRIL 15TH AT 11 AM
96 RIVERSIDE DR BASSETT, VA 24055

FEATURED PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

102 S Locust St Floyd, VA 24091• 540-745-2005
BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Beautiful Historic Colonial home built in 1837. Lots of original character! Features 4 BR, 
1.5 BA & 4 non-conforming bedrooms. Over 2,850 sq ft of living space, not including the 
2 bonus rooms on the 3rd floor. The Travelers room could make for a nice Mother-In-Law 
Suite. There are so many small details in the home, all the way down to the beautiful trim 
and chair railing. Home has propane heating and 3 original fireplaces. Located on a nice 
9.27 acre lot. Includes an outbuilding and public water & sewer.  $525,000
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
2155 ABRAM PENN HIGHWAY, STUART, VA 24171

In execution of a Deed of Trust in the original amount of $262,500.00, 
with an annual interest rate of 7.570000% dated June 11, 2015, re-
corded among the land records of the Circuit Court for the County 
of Patrick as Deed Instrument Number 50001037, the undersigned 
appointed Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction all 
that property located in the County of Patrick, at the front of the Cir-
cuit Court building for the County of Patrick located on the corner 
of Blue Ridge and Main Streets, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, 
Virginia, on May 11, 2023, at 11:00 AM, the property with improve-
ments to wit:
CRITZ
P#15-988
Tax Map No. 5111-19-113
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale 
price, will be required in cash, certified or cashier’s check. Settlement 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Trustees may forfeit deposit. 
Additional terms to be announced at sale. Loan type: FHA. Refer-
ence Number 23-292878. PROFESSIONAL FORECLOSURE COR-
PORATION OF VIRGINIA, Substitute Trustees, C/O LOGS LEGAL 
GROUP LLP, 10021 Balls Ford Road, Suite 200, Manassas, Virginia 
20109 (703) 449-5800.

LEGAL
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL22000651-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET, STUART, VA 24171
COUNTY OF PATRICK, VIRGINIA v. JAMES F. NOLEN, ET ALS
The object of this suit is to:
ENFORCE THE LIEN OF THE COMPLAINANT FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES
It is ORDERED that THE PARTIES UNKNOWN WHOSE 
LOCATION CANNOT BE ASCERTAINED
appear at the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or 
before APRIL 17, 2023

 MARCH 6, 2023

LEGAL

ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY 

AUCTION 
Friday, April 7 @ 6pm (doors open  @ 4p) 

Saturday, April 8 @ 10am (doors open @ 8a) 

Horsepasture Vol. Fire Dept. (Rt. 58W) 
17815 A.L. Philpott Hwy, Ridgeway, VA 

Guns, Gold & Silver Jewelry, Collector Sets of CASE Knives, 
Hummels, Norman Rockwell, Large Selection of Bassett 
Furniture, Coins, Autographed “I Dream of Jeannie” Doll 

& Autographed Kellie Pickler shoes, Lladro Diecast, Glass ...
TOO MANY ITEMS TO LIST!!! 

WILLIAMS AUCTION CO., LLC 
276-340-6441       VAAL #3261 

For listing & pictures: www.auctionzip.com 

GOT EXTRA CASH?  
See our EARLY SPRING 

SPECIALS

Rt 8, North of Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-3888 • WoodsColdStorage.com

Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply
STIHL SALES & SERVICE

We 
Welcome 

SNAP/EBT

EARLY SPRING SPECIALS 
$20.00 to $50.00 off 

on selected models
STIHL power tools

10-10-10 International
Fertilizer

$19.99 50 lb.

Patrick County 
Grown Beef 

Available Now

BEDDING PLANTS
ARE IN!!

LEGALLegal 3 col x 4”
0405 0412

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft permit from the Department of Environmental 
Quality that will allow the release of treated wastewater into a water body in Patrick County, Virginia
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: April 6, 2023 - May 5, 2023
PERMIT NAME: Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit - Wastewater issued by DEQ, 
under the authority of the State Water Control Board
APPLICANT NAME, ADDRESS, AND PERMIT NUMBER: Town of Stuart, PO Box 422, Stuart, Vir-
ginia 24171, VA0022985
FACILITY NAME AND LOCATION: Town of Stuart WWTP, 709 Commerce street, Stuart, Virginia 24171
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Town of Stuart has applied for a reissuance of a permit for the wastewater 
treatment plant in Patrick County. The applicant proposes to release treated sewage wastewater at a rate of 
600,000 gallons per day from the current facility into a water body. A sludge management plan has been 
submitted proposing to haul sludge to a landfill. The facility proposes to release the treated sewage to into 
the South Mayo River in Patrick County in the Upper South Mayo/River/Russell Creek Watershed (VAW-
L43R). A watershed is the land area drained by a river and its incoming streams. The permit will limit the 
following pollutants to amounts that protect water quality: organic matter, solids, bacteria, dissolved oxy-
gen (minimum), physical and chemical properties
HOW TO COMMENT AND/OR REQUEST A PUBLIC HEARING: DEQ accepts comments and requests 
for public hearing by e-mail, fax, or postal mail. All comments and requests must be in writing and be 
received by DEQ during the comment period. Submittals must include the names, mailing addresses and 
telephone numbers of the commenter/requester and of all persons represented by the commenter/requester. 
A request for a public hearing must also include: 1) The reason why a public hearing is requested. 2) A brief, 
informal statement regarding the nature and extent of the interest of the requester or of those represented by 
the requestor, including how and extent such interest would&e directly and adversely affected by the permit. 
3) Specific references, where possible, to terms and conditions of the permit with suggested revisions. A 
public hearing may be held, including another comment period, if a public response is significant, based 
on individual requests for a public hearing, and there are substantial, disputed issues relevant to the permit.
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS, AND ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION: Becky L. France; ADDRESS: Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Blue Ridge Regional 
Office, 901 Russell Drive, Salem, VA 24153; (540) 562-6700; E-MAIL ADDRESS: becky.france@deq.vir-
ginia.gov; FAX: (804) 698-4178. The public may review the draft permit and application at the DEQ office 
named above (by appointment) or may request copies of the documents from the contact person listed above. 

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, April 17, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building located at 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia, to adopt the 
School Bus Video-Monitoring Ordinance. The hearing will begin at 
6:00 p.m. in the 3rd-floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s 
Memorial Building, 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia. Action will 
be taken at the meeting. If you would like to review the School Bus 
Video-Monitoring Ordinance, you may do so at the County Adminis-
tration Office, Suite 218.

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

LEGAL
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PUBLIC NOTICE
To Class “A, B, & C”

CONTRACTORS
To Include Minority and

Female Contractors
STEP, Inc. provides home weatherization service funded by the Dept. 
of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). In these activi-
ties, STEP, Inc., its contractors and sub-contractors will, to the greatest 
extent feasible, utilize qualified persons and businesses who perma-
nently reside within Patrick, Franklin and surrounding counties for 
employment and training positions. Candidates for weatherization 
measures must be in compliance with the Virginia Weatherization 
Standards and Field Guide requirements. Activities may include: win-
dows, HVAC, electrical and plumbing repairs and/or replacement, in-
sulation and other measures.
Individuals and businesses interested in participating in the competi-
tive opportunities associated with these projects should submit written 
requests, including their name, address, phone number and the product 
or services provided to:

Felecia Watkins, Director of Housing
Steve Hall, Housing Specialist

STEP, Inc.
200 Dent Street

Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Fax: 540-483-2506

Message Relay Service for the Hearing Impaired: TDD: 711
STEP, Inc., is an Equal

Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

LEGAL
Legal 2 col x 2-1/2”
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TOWN OF STUART PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO
REMOVE AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE

RECORD OWNER:
Thomas A. Dehart et als.

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 11-03 of the Town of Stuart, and §15.2-906 
of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended, NOTICE is hereby given 
that the owner shall remove the structure which might engender the 
public health or safety of other residents of the Town, on or before 
thirty (30) days following two consecutive weeks of this publication, 
and failure to comply will result in the Town having to remove the 
structure and the cost or expense shall be charged to and paid by the 
owner and collected as taxes are collected.
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION - Unsafe structure
OWNER - Thomas A. Dehart et als., c/o Thomas A. Dehart
PROPERTY LOCATION AND TAX INDENTIFICATION -
 Parcel ID 4811-3-5
 Property Description - S Mayo R DB 102/1
 8577 Salem Hwy
 Stuart, VA 24171

LEGAL
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL23000278-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET, STUART, VA 24171
JUANITA REYNOLDS WRIGHT v. JOHNNIE REYNOLDS
 ANNIE HAGWOOD, ET AL
The object of this suit is to:
PROVIDE DILIGENCE UPON UNKNOWN LOCATION OF 
DEFENDANTS
It is ORDERED that ALL DEFENDANTS NAMED IN THIS CASE
appear at the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or 
before APRIL 24, 2023

 APRIL 3, 2023

LEGAL

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise

New bill
(cont. from page 3)

Fentanyl
(cont. from page 3)
to meet his drug suppliers, as well 
as where and who to sell drugs to in 
Greene County.

In addition, Hayer warned both 
individuals of the dangerous na-
ture of fentanyl by telling them to 
not touch the drug without wearing 
gloves and to never use fentanyl 
themselves.

United States Attorney Christo-

pher R. Kavanaugh and Stanley M. 
Meador, Special Agent in Charge of 
the FBI Richmond Division made 
the announcement today.

The Greene County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation investigated the case 
with assistance from the Virginia 
State Police.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Melanie 
Smith and Sean Welsh prosecuted 
the case.

methods and how they go about 
to create vulnerability,” McKenna 
said. 

The training will hopefully help 
students understand their own po-
tential vulnerabilities and be able 
to see and help others that could be 
taken advantage of, McKenna said. 

“You can’t identify if you don’t 
know what you’re seeing,” McKen-
na said. “You can’t describe what 
you’re seeing, potentially how 
you are being exploited, or being 
groomed to be exploited.” 

The bill is pertinent due to the 
rise of human trafficking, Brewer 
said during the House Post-Second-
ary and Higher Education subcom-

mittee. 
The National Human Traffick-

ing Hotline identified 140 cases in 
2021 in Virginia, 120 cases in 2020, 
and 188 in 2019. The number of hu-
man trafficking victims is generally 
higher than the number of cases, 
according to statistics on the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Hotline, 
which estimated between 150 to 
300 victims every year in Virginia.

“We found this bill to be import-
ant to be able to really make sure 
that young people are aware of 
their surroundings and the effects 
of human trafficking signs,” Brewer 
said during the subcommittee. 

The bill also requires the State 
Council of Higher Education for 

Virginia, or SCHEV, to encourage 
private higher education institu-
tions to provide the same human 
trafficking awareness and preven-
tion training for students during 
their orientation programs. 

Grace Covello Khattar is the as-
sociate for finance policy at SCHEV. 
The council invited all of the presi-
dents of private colleges and staff to 
attend the next meeting where they 
will discuss training ideas, accord-
ing to Covello Khattar. 

“We plan to have a topic at the 
May council meeting as of now to 
really encourage our private insti-
tutions to develop and implement 
the same policies that our public 
institutions are going to be doing,” 
Covello Khattar said. 

The preventative training is im-
portant and will hopefully help to 
bring exposure to the issue of hu-

man trafficking, Covello Khattar 
said.

“It could shed some light on some 
topics that they haven’t really con-
sidered before or maybe not in depth 
or detail that the orientation would 
present on,” Covello Khattar said. 

The bill does not have a specific 
timeline for when the human traf-
ficking prevention training must 
launch, but has an effective start 
date of July 1. 

“It is enacted this summer,” Cov-
ello Khattar said. “So, my under-
standing is that it will start this 
fall.”

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s Robertson School of 
Media and Culture. Students in the 
program provide state government 
coverage for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.

dhall@theenterprise.net
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NOTICE
All announcements to be included 

in the Community Calendar must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the 
week before publish date. Items 
are published as space permits. 
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/23. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Meetings

Through Friday, April 7
DMV Select open limited hours
The DMV Select in Stuart will be from 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. this week due to staffing and a backlog 
of work.

Thursday, April 13
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 
5:30 p.m. in the School Administration Building.

Monday, April 17
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Wednesday, April 19
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. in 
the town office.

Events

Thursday, April 6
Stuart Methodist Church will hold a Munday 
Thursday service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary, 101 
East Blue Ridge Street, Stuart. The service will 
include an opportunity to participate in a foot 
washing ceremony and the sharing of Holy Com-
munion. Maundy Thursday is the day during 
Holy Week that the church commemorates the 
washing of the feet and Last Supper of Jesus 
Christ with the Apostles, as described in the 
gospels. 

Through Friday, April 7
Holy Week Midday services will be held this 
year at Stuart Methodist Church, 101 East Blue 
Ridge Street in Stuart. The services begin at 
noon with speakers from local Patrick County 
churches. A light lunch will be provided each 
day in the Fellowship Hall immediately follow-
ing the service. Speakers include: 
Wednesday – Danny Redman, Stuart Presbyte-
rian; Thursday – Thomas Walker, Stuart Bap-
tist; Friday – Stephen Dixon, Stuart Baptist.

Friday, April 7
The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC, 
will hold a Gift Card Bingo event at the Stuart 
Rotary – Hooker Building. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m. Individual bingo cards 
are $20, and the bingo game card pack is $25. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.

The Woolwine United Methodist Food Truck 
will be at the Woolwine Rescue Squad building 
from 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, April 8
Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness Church 

will hold a community Easter egg hunt from 2-4 
p.m.

Sunday, April 9

Easter Sunday at Stuart Methodist Church with 
Easter Sunrise Service 7 a.m., Breakfast at 8 
a.m., Worship Service 9:45 a.m. at 101 East Blue 
Ridge Street, Stuart. All welcomed to come and 
celebrate the risen Christ.

High Point Baptist Church will have an Easter 
service starting with a Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. 
A breakfast will be held at 8 a.m., and then an 
Easter Cantata at 9 a.m., 2381 Big A School 
Road, Stuart.

Tuesday, April 11
The Patrick County Blood Drive, 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m., at the John D. Hooker Building, Rotary 
Field, Stuart. Make an appointment via inter-
net at redcross.org or by calling 1-800-733-2767. 
Walk-ins are welcomed but donations may take 
longer as those with appointments are accom-
modated first.

Wednesday, April 12
The Patrick County Community Food Bank will 
hold a food distribution day at the Stuart site 
from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. There 
will be a morning distribution in Ararat from 
8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distribution in 
Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 15
The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 
hold a country breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m. Dine-
in adult plates are $10 each and child plates are 
$5 each. All take out plates are $10 each. To call 
in an order, call (276) 930-2113.

Tuesday, April 18 & 28
Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) 
will hold a Photography Workshop on Still Life 
Photography: Flowers from 6-8 p.m. The cost of 
the course is $49. Pre-registration is required by 
going to augusoft.net, or calling (276) 656-5461.

Friday, April 21
The Woolwine United Methodist Food Truck 
will be at the Fairy Stone Rescue Squad build-
ing from 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, April 22
The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC, 
will hold a Patrick County’s Got Talent at the 
Patrick County High School (PCHS) Auditorium 
at 7 p.m. The competition is open to all ages and 
prizes will be awarded by age groups. For more 
information or to get a registration form, call 
Sally Smith at (276) 229-1724.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or 
just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the LEGO 
Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. This program is mainly intended for school 
age children. For more information, call the li-
brary at (276) 694-3352.

The Ararat Ruritan Club hosts virtual raffles 
on its Facebook page on the first of each month. 
Various items are raffled off at $10 or $20 per 
limited chance. There are 30-35 chances on each 
raffle. Prize values range from $150 to $400. 
For more information, go to Facebook.com/Ara-
ratRuritanClub or contact the club via email at 
AraratRuritanClub@gmial.com or Kevin Smith 
at 276-229-6493.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held 
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Quilted Colors. For more information, call 276-
694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.
com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in 
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
and our Region Four Auxiliary Communication 
network (AUXCOMM) are meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., respectively, on the 4th Thursday 
of each month at the First Christian Church in 
Galax. Visit www.briarpatcharc.com for more 
information.

Lindsey Puckett
ASSOCIATE BROKER

21521 JEB Stuart Hwy, PO Box 823, Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 732-6544
LPuckett@fourriversva.com
www.lindseypuckett.com
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Patrick County
Victim/Witness Program

276-694-4285
 

If you have been the victim or witness of 
a crime, please contact your local 
Victim/Witness program to learn 
about Crime Victim’s Rights and 

assistance that may be available to you.

*This is NOT a 24-hour hotline.* FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

PLUS $1600 OFF

Top Readers for third quarter announced 

Dinner Theatre Event Raises More 
Than $4,000 for Theatre Arts

More than $4,000 
was raised for Ferrum 
College Theatre Arts 
during last week’s “An 
Evening of Dinner and 
Theatre With Mark 
Twain” event—writ-
ten by and starring 
award-winning play-
wright and Professor 
Emeritus R. Rex Ste-
phenson—which was 

held March 15 on cam-
pus to coincide with 
the SML Gives com-
munity fundraising 
event.

The evening started 
with a delicious din-
ner in the Blue Ridge 
Mountain Room where 
cast members served 
the showgoers. Each 
table was formally set, 

and patrons could see 
a beautiful view of Ad-
ams Lake as they en-
joyed their meal.

Dinner was followed 
by the performance, 
which featured a mix 
of stories from Twain’s 
life and humorous 
short stories from 
some of his writings. 
Held in Sale Theatre 
in Schoolfield Hall, the 
show also featured a 
variety of music from 
Twain’s time period 

performed by the cast 
of students, staff and 
community members.

Ferrum College The-
atre Arts next takes 
the stage April 20–23 
with R. Rex Stephen-
son’s adaptation of 
Robert Louis Ste-
phenson’s “Treasure 
Island,” which will 
be directed by Emily 
Blankenship-Tucker 
and feature a new mu-
sical score written by 
Blankenship-Tucker.

Gravely to Deliver 
Commencement Address 
at P&HCC’s 2023 
Graduation Ceremony 

Retired Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) professor, Joe Gravely will de-
liver the commencement address for P&HCC’s 
2023 graduation ceremony. Gravely instructed 
countless numbers of nursing students as a fac-
ulty member at P&HCC from 1992 to 2017.

During the ceremony, Gravely will be ap-
pointed Professor Emeritus, as approved by 
the Local College Board on March 20, in recog-
nition of his 24 years of service and dedication.

Gravely’s contributions to the college are 
only outmatched by his groundbreaking ded-
ication to the field of nursing. In 1975, he was 
the first African American male nurse hired 
at Martinsville Memorial Hospital. When 
he started his career at P&HCC, he was the 
first male nursing instructor in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

Since his retirement, he has remained ac-
tive in the community and offers his service on 
multiple fronts, including his current term of 
service as a member of the Board of Directors 
for Southside Survivors Response Center. His 
service and dedication to empowering families 
and individuals to break free from violence is 
a statement of his love for his community.

Greg Hodges, president of P&HCC said, 
“Professor Gravely has touched countless 
numbers of hearts and lives in our communi-
ty. Twenty years ago, I started my career at 
Patrick & Henry Community College as an 
early childhood education faculty member, 
and Joe was one of the first ones to meet me 
and welcome me to the campus. He has re-
mained a source of inspiration and encourage-
ment to me and so many others. I am thrilled 
that he will be delivering this year’s P&HCC 
commencement address.”

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Pre-K
Kreedynce Flippin

The following Wool-
wine Elementary 
School students were 
recognized as Top 
Readers in the War-
rior Reading program 
during the third quar-
ter: Pre-K--Kreedynce 
Flippin, Kindergar-
ten--Joanna Shelton, 
First Grade--Sterling 
Martin, Second Grade-
-Maelynn Jones, Third 
Grade--Monce Ortega, 
Fourth Grade--Wyatt 
Rodgers, Fifth Grade-
-Lacie Bullins, Sixth 
Grade–Mason Conner–
Seventh Grade--Marti-

na Hubbard.
Each student who 

reached their grade 
level goal received a 
free snack and a free 
personal pan pizza 
from Pizza Hut. In ad-
dition, students who 
read the most books in 
each grade level also 
received a free book. 
Congratulations every-
one! We hope you will 
keep reading!

Kindergarten
Joanna Shelton

First Grade
Sterling Martin

Second Grade
Maelynn Jones

Third Grade
Monce Ortega

Fourth Grade
Wyatt Rodgers

Fifth Grade
Lacie Bullins

Sixth Grade
Mason Conner

Seventh Grade
Martina Hubbard

Professor  Joe Gravely  wi l l  del iver  th is  year ’s 
commencement address at  P&HCC.
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Demand for seasonal 
asparagus remains high

April means asparagus—one of 
the spring’s most venerable vegeta-
bles—has arrived.

Typically harvested in early April 
through May, the spears develop 
daily from undergrown crowns and 
can grow stems as tall as 5 to 8 
inches aboveground. Asparagus is a 
hardy perennial plant that can live 
from 12 to 15 years.

Among the most valuable of the 
early spring vegetables, asparagus 
can be traced back to 3,000 B.C. 
Archeologists believe the ancient 
Egyptians and other early civiliza-
tions cultivated the plant for medic-
inal purposes.

Today, asparagus has natural-
ized over much of the eastern U.S. 
and can be found in gardens and 
fencerows and along roadsides. 
Preferring well-drained loam soils 
and tolerable winters, asparagus is 
well-adapted to most areas of Vir-
ginia.

In the commonwealth, 190 farms 
harvested asparagus on 176 acres 
in 2017—up from 105 farms on 85 
acres in 2012, according to the most 
recent United States Department of 
Agriculture Census of Agriculture 
findings.

A 2021 USDA summary reported 
17,000 acres of asparagus for fresh 
market were harvested national-
ly—a decrease from 20,400 acres in 
2019.

Slowed production in the U.S. can 
be attributed to COVID-19 and the 
labor market, according to Market 
Data Forecast.

But global demand for asparagus 
is on the rise, according to a 2023-
2028 Market Data Forecast that 
also reported the market is domi-
nated by U.S. farmers. This is pri-
marily due to growing consumer 
health consciousness, as certain nu-
trients and compounds in aspara-
gus offer significant health benefits.

Rich with vitamins, antioxidants, 
minerals and fiber, asparagus ac-

counts for a significant portion of 
daily nutritional needs and is be-
lieved to help lower blood pressure, 
protect against various chronic dis-
eases and support a healthy preg-
nancy.

Mike Cullipher, a Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation Specialty Crops 
Committee member, has been grow-
ing asparagus on his Virginia Beach 
farm for about 16 years. After pick-
ing the season’s first strawberries 
last week, he is now starting to har-
vest asparagus.

“We’ve had a few warm days the 
past few weeks, but overall, it’s 
been fairly cool—just about ideal 
growing conditions for asparagus, 
so it looks like it will be a good 
year,” Cullipher said.

Large-scale asparagus produc-
tion is uncommon in Virginia, he 
said, and most farmers grow about 
4 acres or less as a secondary crop. 
Cullipher uses the short five-week 
harvesting season to generate ear-
ly cash flow after October’s pump-
kin season. The weeks in between, 
he said, are “a long time to have no 
revenue.”

He said consumers may see high-
er prices for locally grown aspara-
gus this season and attributed that 
to higher production costs for small-
scale Virginia farmers, labor-inten-
sive harvesting and other factors.

For home gardeners, Virginia Co-
operative Extension recommends 
starting asparagus from seed or 
from 1- to 2-year-old crowns pur-
chased from a reputable nursery. 
Seed may be started in peat pots 
and transplanted in the summer, 
either to a final growing site with 
good drainage and full sun or a tem-
porary transplant bed.

For more growing tips, visit ext.
vt.edu. To find fresh Virginia as-
paragus near you, visit the Virgin-
ia Grown website at vdacs.virginia.
gov/vagrown/index.shtml.

Virginia Beef Expo and 
Junior Beef Round-Up 

Anticipate a Great Event
The 2023 Virginia Beef Expo 

and Junior Beef Roundup will be 
held on April 13–16, at the Rock-
ingham County Fairgrounds in 
Harrisonburg, Va.

“We are excited for this year’s 
Beef Expo,” said Tom McCall, Vir-
ginia Beef Expo president. “We 
are back to our traditional Thurs-
day through Sunday schedule 
with the cattle sales on Friday. 

“We anticipate strong cattle 
sales, a great industry trade show 
with a variety of Virginia Cattle-
men’s Association events and as 
always, a busy youth weekend.”

The Beef Expo will begin Thurs-
day with the State Youth Tractor 
Driving Contest at 10 a.m. From 1 
to 4 p.m., visitors can come to the 
Virginia Cattle Industry Outlook. 
Speakers for that event include 
Jim Wiesemeyer, policy analyst 
for Pro Farmer, and David Was-
serman, editor of the Cook Polit-
ical Report. At 4 p.m. the Trade 
Show will open.

New for this year, the Virginia 
Cattlemen’s Foundation Recep-
tion will start at 4:30 p.m. The 
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association 
and the Virginia Beef Council will 
be hosting their Annual Meet-
ing and Dinner that evening at 6 
p.m. The keynote speaker for the 
Annual Meeting will be Nation-
al Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
president, Todd Wilkinson, from 
South Dakota.

“We are excited to partner with 
the Virginia Beef Expo to host the 
Virginia Cattle Industry Outlook 
and our Annual Meeting,” said 
Brandon Reeves, Virginia Cattle-
men’s Association executive di-
rector. “We’ve got a great lineup 
of speakers, vendors and cattle 
sales. 

“If you’re involved in the cattle 
industry, you won’t want to miss 
it!” 

The Expo will open at 9 a.m. on 
Friday and at 12 p.m., the Beef 
Expo will feature seedstock and 
commercial sales. This year’s 
Expo will feature Angus, Sim-
mental and Hereford sales along 
with the Quest for Quality Bull 
Sale, the VCA Female Sale and 
the VQA Commercial Heifer Sale. 
Information regarding the sales 
will be featured on the Virginia 
Beef Expo’s website and Facebook 
page.

The 2023 State Youth Cattle 
Working Contest will be held Fri-
day, April 14, at 10 a.m. Region-
al Youth Cattle Working Con-
test team winners will work to 
efficiently process three stocker 
calves, while utilizing Beef Quali-
ty Assurance guidelines.

On Saturday, April 15, not only 
with youth exhibitors be moving 
cattle in the barns, but youth can 
participate in the Virginia Youth 
Fitting Contest, Build a Better 
Burger Contest, Beef Showman-
ship, and the Prospect Steer 
Show.

The Jr. Beef Round-Up’s line 
up of events will conclude with 
the Youth Beef Shows. Shows for 
purebred cattle and commercial 
heifers will be held Sunday, April 
16. 

Additional information includ-
ing rules, registration forms and 
a detailed schedule can be found 
at www.vabeefexpo.com or www.
ext.vt.edu/youthlivestock, under 
Shows and Virginia Beef Expo. 
Check out the Virginia Beef Ex-
po’s Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/vabeefexpo for more in-
formation.

Ferrum College Associate Professor Named to Literacy Board
Blue Ridge Literacy re-

cently named Ferrum Col-
lege Associate Professor of 
English Allison Harl to its 
Board of Directors. Blue 
Ridge Literacy is a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
opportunities for adults 
to strengthen their litera-
cy skills including English 
to Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL) tutoring, 
private one-on-one tutoring, 
and citizenship preparation 
classes. 

In addition to support-
ing the Blue Ridge Litera-
cy mission, Harl will play 
a number of different roles 
while serving on its Board of 
Directors. “One of our main 
philosophies is to keep a 

learner’s goals and interests 
in mind when working with 
them,” explained Harl, who 
will participate in outreach 
and publicity advocating for 
the organization. “I distrib-
ute posters and pamphlets 

to area agencies to advertise 
opportunities for English 
speakers to volunteer as tu-
tors and for ESOL learners 
to take classes.”

In addition, Harl will 
meet with board members 
every other month to work 
on policies and budgeting. 
She also supports cultural 
and fundraising events for 
the organization including 
the Nowruz Persian New 
Year Celebration on March 
18 and the upcoming scrab-
ble tournament on April 20. 

Harl got involved with 
Blue Ridge Literacy because 
of previous tutoring experi-
ence. 

“I tutored with the Ozark 
Literacy Council in Arkan-

sas in a parent/child pro-
gram while studying litera-
cy in my doctoral program 
a number of years ago. 
Currently, I volunteer as 
an ESOL functional litera-
cy tutor at BRL and I work 
one-on-one with a learner 
from Mexico for 90 minutes 
every week,” she said.

In the future, Harl wants 
to teach a class for parents 
seeking ESOL tutoring 
for Westside Elementary 
School in Roanoke, an area 
with a growing immigrant 
and refugee population in 
need of literacy services. 
She is also working with 
Career Services and other 
groups at Ferrum College 
so that students know about 

the opportunities to engage 
as volunteers and work with 
ESOL learners.

“We have international 
students at Ferrum College 
who may benefit from get-
ting plugged into Blue Ridge 
Literacy (BRL) for tutoring 
and cultural enrichment. I 
plan to work with programs 
throughout the College, es-
pecially within the Human-
ities and Performing Arts 
Division, to organize service 
learning projects that will 
benefit both our students 
and the community at BRL. 
I also hope to collaborate 
with the Teacher Education 
program, connecting stu-
dents with internship op-
portunities,” Harl said.

Allison Harl

NSDAR pays homage to veterans

In honor of Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29, the Colonel Abram Penn Chapter 
NSDAR placed a wreath at the Wall of Honor in the Patrick County Administration Building. 
Pictured (L to R) are Sheree Russo, Lucy Rudd, Janice Stanley and Ann McConnell. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution is a not for profit, non-political service organization 
open to any woman at least 18 years old or older who can prove direct lineal descent from 
a person who aided the cause of the American Revolution. For more information email 
nammcconnell@yahoo.com. 

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Online Auction
Ends Thursday, April 6th @ 4 PM

Recreational Land For Sale in Woolwine, VA
Woolwine Hwy, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Beautiful +/- 65.79 acre recreational property located in the Woolwine 
Community of Patrick County VA, situated between the towns of Stuart 
and Floyd VA. This mostly wooded property features rolling topography 
and approximately 6.5 acres of open land. Has over 1,700 feet of frontage 
on Conner Creek, and over 2,500 feet of frontage on Jacks Creek. Also 
only a minute to Smith River and close to 2 lakes! This property is an 
ideal location for hunting and recreation, with plenty of space for hiking, 
hunting, camping, and exploring the outdoors. It would also make a 
great location for building a home, with the scenic beauty and natural 
surroundings providing a peaceful and serene setting for a private retreat. 
Located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, this property offers easy access to 
some of the most breathtaking views and outdoor activities in the region. 
Only minutes from the Smith River, 15 minutes to Fairystone Lake and 20 
minutes to Philpott Lake! This property would be the ideal location for an 
avid fisherman or outdoor enthusiast. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to 
own this stunning piece of land in a prime location.  
 
Directions From Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Property on left before Woolwine VA. Right of Way entrance beside auction 
sign just before adjoining property 8735 Woolwine Highway, Woolwine VA.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close 
in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with 
any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. 
Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, 
purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

Online Auction
Ends Tuesday, April 11th @ 4 PM

WOODED LAND FOR SALE!
Brammer Spur Road, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
 

Looking for the perfect spot to build your dream home or vacation cabin? 
Look no further than this beautiful +/- 65.32 acre wooded land tract located 
in Woolwine VA. With stunning views of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
plenty of good building sites, this property is perfect for anyone looking for 
a peaceful, secluded escape. Whether you’re an avid outdoorsman or just 
looking for a relaxing retreat, this land is ideal for hunting and recreation. 
The property features a picturesque pond located at the front of the property, 
perfect for fishing or simply enjoying the serene surroundings.  Property is 
located only minutes from the Smith River! Is also only 15 to 20 minutes 
from Philpott Lake and Fairystone Lake.  Situated in Patrick County VA 
between the charming towns of Stuart VA and Floyd VA.  Conveniently 
located near the Blue Ridge Parkway, offering easy access to some of the 
most stunning natural scenery in the country. Don’t miss your chance to 
own this incredible piece of land and start living your dream today!
 
Directions from Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 
North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; 
Take left on Mill House Road just past Woolwine VA; Right on Brammer 
Spur; Property on right at sign.
.

Blue Ridge Land & 
Auction Co., Inc.

Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. 
Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, 
where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own 
due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and 
conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
or Contact Booie DeHart Realtor at 276-952-5061 

or email booied@yahoo.com

Celebration, ribbon cutting event to 
be held at I.C. DeHart Trail System

A public Trail Celebra-
tion Event will be held to 
commemorate the opening 
of the newly enhanced trail 
system at the I.C. DeHart 
Park at 631 Charity High-
way in Woolwine, accord-
ing to the Patrick County 
Tourism office.  

The celebration begins at 
3 p.m. on April 28 for the 
trail that was built by “vol-
unteers from two cities and 
three counties,” officials 
said. The event will include 
snacks and refreshments 
provided by Pickle & Ash, 
prize giveaways, guided 
hikes on the trails, and a 
ribbon-cutting to officially 
open the newly enhanced 
trail system to the public. 

“We are very grateful to 
the Eco Ambassador Coun-
cil (EAC) for their generous 
investment in enhancing 
the Woolwine Trail Sys-
tem,” said James Houch-
ins, the county’s director 
of Tourism. “I hope to keep 
the spotlight shining on 
this amazing treasure in 
Patrick County long after 
this event.”

The EAC donated fund-
ing to enhance the I.C. 
DeHart Trail System. Cur-
rent EAC members include 
Blair Construction, Carter 
Bank & Trust, Clark Gas 
& Oil, Frith Construction, 
Hooker Furnishings, Jones 
& DeShon Orthodontics, 
The Lester Group, and 
Pickle & Ash. Each busi-
ness has pledged an annual 
investment to preserve and 
promote environmental 
projects in the region. The 
EAC started in 2020 and 
is open to all businesses in 
the Dan River Basin that 

want to make a visible im-
pact in the region. 

“The EAC believes that 
local companies can be a 
force for positive change 
and that their influence 
doesn’t begin and end with 
a check,” said EAC mem-
ber, Anna Lester. “Over 
recent years, it has become 
very clear that people in 
our region want and need 
opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. The EAC was 
proud to partner with the 
Patrick County Tourism 
Department to enhance the 
I.C DeHart Trail System – 
which we view to be a great 
regional asset and will have 
an even larger positive eco-
nomic impact locally.”

The I.C DeHart Trail 
System was established in 
2009 with 8 miles of trail 
under the direction of Eric 
O’Connell, avid trail rider. 
He and other volunteers 
have invested countless 
hours building and expand-
ing mountain biking trails 
on the property. O’Con-
nell has organized and 
hosted the Virginia State 
Mountain Bike Champi-
onship Bootleggers Blitz 
in past years at the park. 
The beautiful trail system 
is still, however, not well-
known outside of the coun-
ty.  

“Mountain bikers are 
trail builders who create 
miles for themselves, but 
are shared with hikers 
too,” said Jim Frith of Frith 
Construction, an avid biker 
and member of the EAC. 
“Patrick County’s own Eric 
O’Connell, and an amazing 
small group of volunteers 
and trustees built the trail 

here with hundreds of ath-
letes visiting Patrick Coun-
ty from all over the south-
eastern USA.” 

“The new trail maps and 
signage will help trail en-
thusiasts enjoy the trails 
even more, and the chang-
ing station is a great addi-
tion for mountain bikers.” 
said Sandra Belcher, chair-
man of the I.C. DeHart 
Trail Association.

Tourism officials worked 
closely with the Dan River 
Basin Association (DRBA) 
which managed the im-
provements to the trail 
that include new signage, 
trail map, changing station 
and other park amenities. 

“Mike Ryba, a Virginia 
Tech geospatial technician 
and avid mountain bik-

er, volunteered to create 
the trail map, collaborat-
ing with DRBA and trail 
users. Local and regional 
volunteers provided labor, 
expertise, handmade sign 
installation tools and extra 
supplies.” said Katy Miller, 
trail maintenance volun-
teer.

“Simply put, these trails 
are the gold standard for 
other venues to compare 
with, and imitate our de-
sign,” Frith said. “This 
project was built by a doz-
en volunteers from two 
cities and three counties 
and nurtured by Brian Wil-
liams.” 

Williams, Virginia Pro-
gram Manager for DRBA, 
managed the project and 
worked closely with a 

stakeholder group of volun-
teers with expertise in de-
sign of International Moun-
tain Bicycling Association 
(IMBA)-style trail building, 
GIS mapping and local bik-
ers who had accomplished 
much of the previous trail 
construction.  

“DRBA has been a leader 
in multi-use trail building 
in our region for 20 years,” 
said Williams. “More than 
1.5 million Virginians and 
North Carolinians live 
within 50 miles of the I.C. 
DeHart Trail System, and 
the hope is that the current 
enhancements kick-start a 
new chapter for this hidden 
gem.” 

To learn more about the 
Trail Celebration Event, go 
to visitpatrickcounty.org.

Daren Layman and Eric O’Connell of Patrick County, Virginia enjoy the I.C. DeHart Trail System.
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Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA
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of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
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Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA

Beautiful +/- 65.79 acre recreational property located in the Woolwine Community of 
Patrick County VA, situated between the towns of Stuart and Floyd VA. This mostly wooded 
property features rolling topography and approximately 6.5 acres of open land. Has over 
1,700 feet of frontage on Conner Creek, and over 2,500 feet of frontage on Jacks Creek. Also 
only a minute to Smith River and close to 2 lakes! This property is an ideal location for hunting 
and recreation, with plenty of space for hiking, hunting, camping, and exploring the outdoors. 
It would also make a great location for building a home, with the scenic beauty and natural 
surroundings providing a peaceful and serene setting for a private retreat. Located near 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, this property offers easy access to some of the most breathtaking 
views and outdoor activities in the region. Only minutes from the Smith River, 15 minutes to 
Fairystone Lake and 20 minutes to Philpott Lake! This property would be the ideal location 
for an avid fisherman or outdoor enthusiast. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own this 
stunning piece of land in a prime location.  
 
Directions From Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; Property on left before 
Woolwine VA. Right of Way entrance beside auction sign just before adjoining property 8735 Woolwine Highway, Woolwine VA.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to seller 
confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and 
conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Thursday, April 6th @ 4 PM
Recreational Land For Sale in Woolwine, VA

Woolwine Hwy, Woolwine, VA 24185

Ends Tuesday, April 11th @ 4 PM
WOODED LAND FOR SALE!

Brammer Spur Road, Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Looking for the perfect spot to build your dream home or vacation cabin? Look no further 
than this beautiful +/- 65.32 acre wooded land tract located in Woolwine VA. With stunning 
views of the Blue Ridge Mountains and plenty of good building sites, this property is perfect 
for anyone looking for a peaceful, secluded escape. Whether you’re an avid outdoorsman or 
just looking for a relaxing retreat, this land is ideal for hunting and recreation. The property 
features a picturesque pond located at the front of the property, perfect for fishing or simply 
enjoying the serene surroundings.  Property is located only minutes from the Smith River! 
Is also only 15 to 20 minutes from Philpott Lake and Fairystone Lake.  Situated in Patrick 
County VA between the charming towns of Stuart VA and Floyd VA.  Conveniently located 
near the Blue Ridge Parkway, offering easy access to some of the most stunning natural 
scenery in the country. Don’t miss your chance to own this incredible piece of land and start 
living your dream today!
 

Directions from Stuart, VA – Highway 58 West; Veer Right on Route 8 North / Woolwine Highway towards Floyd County and Blue Ridge Parkway; Take left on Mill House Road 
just past Woolwine VA; Right on Brammer Spur; Property on right at sign.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to seller 
confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows 
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River!  Built in 
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 
1 bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted 
ceiling in great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial 
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls foam insulation in walls and ceiling.  
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway.  Storage building also on the 
property. Located on +/- 5 acres, this property is in a secluded location with nice 
views. Enjoy quiet country living near the Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!  This
would make a great recreational or fishing retreat!  Great as a year round home or 
vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain get-away! 

Access is by private drive Ramp Hollow Lane. One neighbor past this home uses this road.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. 
Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder 
Pack at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 5th @ 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River!

323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

 Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email 
gallimore.matt@gmail.com or Contact Realtor Booie DeHart at 276-952-5061 or 

email booied@yahoo.com or Realtor Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or dwh@swva.net

Auctions Work!

Ended Thursday, February 23rd @ 4 PM
Creek Front Land for Sale 

in Franklin County VA!
TBD Truevine Rd, Penhook, VA 24137

PENDING

Ended Wednesday, March 8th @ 4 PM
Affordable Land for Sale in Bassett VA!
TBD Warehouse St. Bassett VA 24055

PENDING

Ended Thursday March 16th @ 4 PM
Beautiful Land for Sale in Willis VA!

TBD Long Mountain Rd., Willis, VA 24380

PENDING SOLD!

Ended Thursday December 1st @ 4 PM
Recreational Land on Smith River for Sale 

in Patrick County VA!
2271 Bob White Rd., Stuart, VA 24171

Ending Wednesday, August 17th @ 4 PM
Wooded Hunting Land for Sale

 in Patrick County VA!
TBD Belcher Mtn Rd, Stuart, VA 24171

SOLD!

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

PENDING


