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Judge, prosecutor appointed as 
Hazlewood prepares to step down

By Taylor Boyd
Patrick County Circuit 

Court Clerk Sherri Hazle-
wood submitted her resig-
nation as a petition seek-
ing her removal from office 
moves forward with a judge 
and a special prosecutor ap-
pointed to the case.

According to Hazelwood’s 
criminal defense attorney 
Ward Armstrong, of the 
Armstrong Law Firm in 
Martinsville, Hazlewood 
submitted her letter of res-
ignation. It is effective July 
1.

A petition to remove Ha-
zlewood from her role was 
filed in Patrick County Cir-
cuit Court on April 14.

Phillip L. Hairston, a re-
tired judge from the 13th 
Judicial Circuit, will pre-
side over the case.

Pulaski County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Justin 
Griffith will serve as the 
special prosecutor.

The petition, which in-
cludes at least 545 signa-
tures, alleges Hazlewood 
“has presented an unwell 
mental state during the 
2022 year, directly affecting 
the office and county,” and 
“has neglected numerous 
duties pertaining to the job 
of Clerk over the 2022 years 
resulting in copious orders 
not being filed and/or filed 
correctly.”

The petition alleges Ha-
zlewood has “had high ab-
senteeism and has been 
out of the office for extend-
ed periods during the 2022 
year. She has been negli-
gent in her duties as Clerk 
and did not arrange any re-
placement for those duties 
during her incarcerations.”

Virginia law states in part 
an elected official can be re-
moved “for neglect of duty, 
misuse of office, or incompe-
tence in the performance of 
duties when that neglect of 
duty, misuse of office, or in-
competence has a material 
adverse effect upon the con-
duct of the office.”

Patrick County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Dayna 
Kendrick Bobbitt said be-
cause Hazlewood is a local 
official, a special prosecutor 
was needed to handle the 
case. The special prosecutor 
would not receive additional 
compensation for services, 
but may receive reimburse-
ment for “actual expenses 
incurred, as approved by 
the Compensation Board 
to be paid by the Compen-
sation Board, provided such 
expenses are not otherwise 
reimbursed by the county 
or city which he is elected 
or appointed to serve or by 
the Compensation Board.”

Typically, when a special 
prosecutor is needed for any 
case, the Commonwealth 
Attorney’s Office begins 
by calling neighboring ju-
risdictions to ask whether 
they can handle the matter, 
Bobbitt said. 

Before Griffith agreed to 
handle the case, Bobbitt 
said, “We have asked mul-
tiple neighboring jurisdic-
tions to handle this removal 
proceeding, but all have de-
clined for various reasons.”

The length of the removal 
process is unknown due to 
various factors.

“From speaking with oth-
er prosecutors who have 
handled removal petitions 
in other jurisdictions, the 

process can take anywhere 
from months to years, but 
it is very rarely a quick pro-
cess,” Bobbitt said.

Additionally, Virginia 
law states that “any offi-
cer proceeded against shall 
have the right to demand a 
trial by jury. Therefore, Ms. 
Hazlewood has the right to 
demand a jury trial for the 
removal proceeding,” Bob-
bitt said.

Bobbitt said that if Ha-
zlewood is the prevailing 
party in that suit, the coun-
ty could be responsible for 
legal fees incurred during 
the removal process. “Of 
course, this is ultimately up 
to the judge,” she added.

The petition also cited 
Hazlewood’s four arrests in 
2022 as a reason for her re-
moval.

Hazlewood, 54, of Claud-
ville, was arrested on Dec. 
14 with intoxication in pub-
lic in Rocky Mount.

She was also charged on 
Nov. 5 with one count each 
of breaking and entering, 
and destruction of property 

Board schedules 
two public hearings

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County 

Board of Supervisors deter-
mined at a recent meeting 
to hold two public hearings 
on June 12 - one is a pro-
posal to amend the county’s 
solar ordinances and the 
second concerns proposed 
changes to the county’s 
comprehensive plan re-
garding Land Use.

The hearings begin at 6 
p.m. 

“With regards to that 
particular solar ordinance, 
there was a tactical de-
cision made on my part, 
frankly, to allow the ordi-
nance to be adopted as it 
was presented given the ex-
treme amount of effort put 
into it prior to our (Guynn, 
Waddell, Carroll & Locka-
by, P.C.) appointment as 
county attorney,” County 
Attorney Mark Popovich 
said.

Because there was an 
understanding that a solar 
facility was on the cusp of 
submitting an application, 
Popovich said he felt it was 
important to have an ordi-

nance in place.
“Whether it was legally 

sufficient or not to at least 
have a stopgap measure 
(and) to have the ability to 
have a discussion with that 
solar organization,” he said 
an ordinance was needed.

“As it turns out, the im-
minent threat of an appli-
cation wasn’t as imminent 
as I had understood it to 
be,” Popovich said and add-
ed that the Virginia Code 
section cited in the origi-
nal ordinance specifically 
speaks to regulating solar 
facilities based on a zoning 
ordinance.

“Patrick County does not 
have zoning, so therefore 
it is not applicable in this 
particular instance,” he 
said.

Popovich said there is 
an option for the board to 
consider solar companies 
based on whether or not 
they comply with the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan. 

In other matters, the 
board:

*Heard from Charles 

Charles Vivier said he and about 25 others were moved from Patrick 
County to Carroll County because of Geographical Informational 
System (GIS) mapping.

Pulaski County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Justin Griffith.

Single mom weighs options 
after a sudden loss of childcare

By Debbie Hall
The sudden loss of childcare 

and lack of options has created 
a crisis for Amanda Hylton.

A Patrick County native and a 
single mother, Hylton has lived 
in more populated areas of Vir-
ginia like Hampton Roads. She 
returned to the Stuart area be-
cause her older children wanted 
to attend Patrick County High 
School. Her eldest daughter, 
Maddy, will graduate later this 
week. Her eldest son, Caleb, is a 
previous PCHS graduate.

But Hylton’s younger chil-
dren, Keziah and Khalani, may 
not have that opportunity.

Hylton is a special education 
teacher in the Henry County 
School division. She accepted a 
job in that division because she 
thought there would be more 
children options available. 

Her younger children had 
both been attending daycare in 
Henry County since they were 3 
months old, Hylton said. Kezi-
ah is now 2 and a half years old, 
and Khalani just celebrated her 
first birthday.

Both have food allergies 
which require that each have 
an EpiPen to treat serious al-
lergic reactions. 

Recently, Hylton said she 
received an email from the 
childcare provider, noting the 
childcare agency’s handbook 
stated medication could not be 
administered to youngsters in 
the facility. Upon learning that, 
Hylton said she emailed the 
director of the facility to deter-
mine whether the EpiPen and 
Benadryl “fell under that cate-
gory.

“I was told, ‘Yes,’” Hylton said, 

adding that she also 
learned the childcare 
providers working in 
the facility lacked Med-
ication Administration 
Training (MAT) certifi-
cation. As a result, the 
facility was not allowed 
to store medication or 
administer it – even in 
a life-threatening situ-
ation.

“I said, ‘You never 
told me that’” when 
Hylton registered her 
children to attend or 
gave the facility a copy 
of the children’s Food 
Allergy Care Plan.

She explained the 
plan is a document 
created by an aller-

gy specialist for those at risk 
of suffering anaphylaxis, a 
life-threatening allergic reac-
tion that typically occurs short-
ly after exposure to allergic sub-
stances.

MAT certification is not ex-
pensive, nor is it required for 
every worker in a facility, she 
said, adding she does not know 
why caregivers aren’t required 
to be certified. 

“It’s kind of like getting CPR 
certified,” she said. 

Regardless, last week “ba-
sically, I was left with the op-
tion of dropping my children 
off without their EpiPen and 
Benadryl or I don’t go to work,” 
Hylton said.

She chose the second option 
and spent the entire next day 
calling various childcare cen-
ters in and around Henry and 

Class of 2023 
to walk during 

ceremony Friday
Patrick County High School’s (PCHS’s) 

Class of 2023 will graduate on Friday, May 
19 at 7 p.m. 

Graduation will be held on the PCHS foot-
ball field. 

Seniors should arrive by 5 p.m. The gates 
will open at 5:30 p.m.

Each senior received two gold tickets for 
football field seating. No ticket is required for 
general seating in the stands.

The ceremony will be moved to the gymna-
sium in the event of rain. 

Those needing help with handicap parking, 
or those who need additional information, 
should contact PCHS Administration Assis-
tant Tabitha Stanley at (276) 694-7137 ext. 
3001.

Annual Strawberry 
Fest set for Saturday

Main Street is the site of the Town of Stu-
art’s 20th annual Strawberry Festival on Sat-
urday, May 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

In addition to numerous vendors, Town Co-
ordinator Billy Gammons said Mabe’s Berry 
Farm will be onsite with their strawberries 
and inflatables will be available for children 
to play.

So far, 74 vendors have registered to set up 
at the event, and more are expected.

“We’ll actually have people that show up 
that haven’t registered, Gammons said. “We 
always have a few.” 

Interested vendors should call the town of-
fice to register.

Gammons said music will also be played 
throughout the event.

“Starting at 11 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., is Marcie 
Horne, and from 12 to 1:45 p.m. is Jordan T. 
Morrison & The Foothill Boys,” he said. Pow-
erhouse Fallz will perform from 2-3:30 p.m.

For more information, call (276) 694-3811.

Amanda Hylton learned last week she would no longer have childcare for her youngsters, 
Khalani and Keziah.
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FOR VIRGINIA STATE HOUSE - 47TH DISTRICT
FLOYD, CARROLL, GALAX, PATRICK & WESTERN HENRY COUNTIES

MarchMarch
MarieMarch.com

MarieMarie

What Virginia 
needs most:

Conservative
Integrity.

Simply having an “R” behind your name isn’t enough. 
You need to stand for something.

You need to live the values you’re promoting.
You need to have INTEGRITY.

KEEP MARIE IN RICHMOND.

VOTE! 
JUNE 
20th

MARIE MARCH IS A 
Conservative with Integrity.
• GOD    • CONSTITUTIONAL ADHERENCE 
• PRO-2ND AMENDMENT    • SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT 
• NO WASTEFUL GOVERNMENT SPENDING    • ELECTION INTEGRITY

PAID FOR BY MARIE MARCH FOR DELEGATE

Pets of the Week

Lots of youngsters looking for a home. The 
two sisters Pearl and Trixie are just 8 months 
old. Their owner is elderly and concerned 
they are just too rambunctious. They are both 
spayed and ready for a new family. 

This adorable male pup who is looking so sad 
but sitting so pretty really wants a home. 

Please check out all the dogs and cats on 
the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) Facebook page or call the shelter at 
(276) 694-6259 for more information. Adoption 
fees are $10 and include spay/neuter and ra-
bies vaccination.

*Offer ends 5/31/2023. Valid on in-stock models only. Limited Supply. Some restrictions may apply. See James River for details.

SCAN FOR 
MORE INFO!

$29,999*

John Deere
3043D Tractor & Loader, 43 hp

FLASHBACK PRICE
2023 PRICE: $33,250

$24,999*

John Deere
3035D Tractor & Loader, 35 hp

FLASHBACK PRICE
2023 PRICE: $29,850

$23,999*

John Deere
3025E Tractor & Loader, 25 hp

FLASHBACK PRICE
2023 PRICE: $26,150

James River Delivers

20 19

$19,999*

John Deere
3025D Tractor & Loader, 25 hp

FLASHBACK PRICE
2023 PRICE: $24,450

While the costs of every day living are rising, we’re dropping the cost on select 
Compact Utility Tractors to 2019 pricing! Hurry, limited inventory available!

Chamber Chat 
By Rebecca Adcock
Celebrate your wins, 

even your smallest of vic-
tories. This is the fuel to 
continue moving forward. 

April was a great month 
to be in Patrick County. 
Reinvestment by our lo-
cal community groups and individuals who 
helped clean up the county during the Pick 
Up Patrick campaign was awesome to see. We 
had over twenty groups help. Drawings for the 
group winners occurred early this week, and 
we will be making an announcement soon. 
Congratulations again to Grace Helms and 
Aaliyah Reynolds for winning our poster con-
test. And thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in our Shreds, Meds, and Treads events 
on April 22nd. We shredded, disposed, and re-
cycled lots of paper, medications, and tires. If 
we all do our part by properly disposing of our 
trash as well as properly securing it as we take 
it to the transfer station, Patrick County will 
be a cleaner and better place. 

The Chamber helped Appalachian Title cel-
ebrate 20 years in business. That is no small 
feat for small business in rural America. We 
also attended the CTE signing day at P&HCC. 
The students who signed their letters of in-
tent to attend P&HCC and enroll in industrial 
trades or advanced manufacturing is a great 

Blue Ridge Heritage hosts 
8th Veterans Fishing Event

Blue Ridge Heritage (BRH) 
8th Veterans Fishing Day at 
the BRH Education Center, in 
Floyd, on May 20, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  

BRH is a community-based 
organization located in the 
Patrick/Floyd County area of 
southwestern Virginia. A pri-
vate pond is stocked with nice 
size trout any veteran and a 
guest are invited to fish on a 
"catch and keep" basis. A Vir-
ginia fishing license is not re-
quired on the private pond.

Veterans are welcome to 
“Find Yourself Here” while 

throwing their line in for re-
cently stocked Rainbow Trout, 
enjoying friends and sharing 
a lunch served by the Patrick 
County High School Fishing 
Team. Members from Smith 
River Trout Unlimited Chapter 
will be on-site to assist.  

If you are a veteran, bring 
your tackle, your bait, and your 
chair and join us on Saturday, 
May 20, at 9 a.m. (No fishing 
before 9 a.m.)

The event will be held rain 
or shine and is located at 902 
Rock Castle Gorge Road (Rt. 
720) Google maps @ Google 

Maps. This location is just off 
the Blue Ridge Parkway (BRP) 
near Mile Marker 170.5.  GPS 
for where to turn off of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway (BRP) at Mile 
Marker 170.5 (GPS 36.803236, 
-80.368699)  BRP Mile Marker 
170.5 is North of Meadows of 
Dan and South of the intersec-
tion of Rt. 8 and the BRP; This 
is Rock Castle Gorge Road (Rt. 
720); Take the first left onto a 
gravel parking area that is the 
entrance of the former Floyd 
Fest site, take a left off of the 
gravel area and travel down 
the lane to the farmhouse and 
stocked trout pond.

Blue Ridge Heritage is a 
non-profit dedicated to promot-
ing education and economic 
development through place-
based programs related to the 
natural and cultural heritage 
of the Blue Ridge in Southwest-
ern Virginia’s Bi-County area 
of Floyd and Patrick Counties 
during the 20th Century. 

Honoring those who served
To honor veterans buried in 

Patrick County on Memorial 
Day, American Legion Post 
105 in Stuart and The Enter-
prise are once again partnering 
to provide free cemetery flags. 

Supplies are limited. Flags will 
be distributed on a first-come, 
first-serve basis through May 26.

Call (276) 694-3101 or stop 
by The Enterprise office, locat-
ed at 129 N. Main St., Stuart.

Tourism Talks
Greetings, Patrick:

Wow! Time has flown by. We 
wrapped up a week of celebra-
tion at the visitors center for 
National Vacation and Tourism 
Week. Several people stopped 
in and “spun the wheel.” Sue 
Kolljeski donated a cake and 
shared it with those who 
stopped by. Thanks to all that 
came in and won some prizes. 

Just in case you missed it. 
Tourism received a grant from 
the Virginia Tourism Cooper-
ation in the amount of $5,500. 
We are continuing our efforts to 
establish a Moonshine Heritage 
Trail in cooperation with Floyd 
and Franklin county tourism 
agencies. The West Piedmont 
Commission is assisting us, 
and we have sent out several 
Requests for Proposals for the 
1st phase, which is our brand-

ing. More to come on this. 
Festival Season is in full 

swing, and we have had the op-
portunity to showcase Patrick 
County at the Pilot Mountain 
Outdoor Expo and Merlefest, 
which over 500 people stopped 
by the booth at both events.

We are getting the word, and 
a big thank you to all our lodg-
ing entities spread throughout 
our county. They house our 
tourists during their overnight 

stays and are vital to the tour-
ist industry. 

See us at the Visitor Center 
and get information on things 
you and our tourists can do 
for fun and adventure. Also, 
remember to tell them, “Come 
Get Lost and Find Yourself 
Here.” 

Let’s ‘talk’ again next week! 

James Houchins, 
Director of Tourism
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Board hears budget breakdown
By Taylor Boyd
Schools Superintendent Ja-

son Wood presented a bud-
get breakdown at the May 11 
meeting of the Patrick County 
School Board.

Wood said the update was 
due to questions regarding the 
budget process. 

“We’re still waiting on a state 
budget, so we are preparing to 
send out contracts now with 
your approval tonight. So, our 
teachers and staff and every-
one will receive contracts next 
week,” he said.

For the fiscal year 2022-23, 
Wood said 72 percent of the 
division’s revenue came from 
the state. Patrick County gives 
about 19 percent, or $6.6 mil-
lion, with the federal govern-
ment giving seven percent, and 
grants making up the remain-
ing two percent. 

“There’s always the ques-
tion about this time of how we 
are spending our money, and I 
just want to reassure everyone 
we follow the VSBA (Virgin-
ia School board Association) 
spending guidelines. Our bud-
get this year, just like we’ll 

The Patrick County School Board heard a breakdown of the budget on May 11.

Schools Superintendent Jason Wood said only 19 percent, or $6.6 million, of 
the division’s funds come from the county.

Arrests reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 

the following:
*Teresa Lynette O’Neal, 48, of Rocky Mount, 

was charged May 7 with one count each drive 
motor vehicle with license revoked/suspended, 
reckless driving, and drive while intoxicated. 
Deputy R. Haynes was the arresting officer.

*Norman Ray Johnson, 55, of Axton, was 
charged May 9 with fail to appear. Deputy 
M.T. Rorrer was the arresting officer.

*Zachary James Denny, 27, of Stuart, was 
charged May 10 with assault and battery. Sgt. 
C.A. Frick was the arresting officer.

WPPD awarded more 
than $8 million for 
broadband upgrades

Active Shooter Response 
Training Program is open to 
first responders, civilians 

The Criminal Justice Services Board award-
ed $2.4 million for statewide Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALER-
RT) as a component of the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) Active At-
tack Program, which educates first responders 
and civilians on responding to active shooter 
emergencies.

ALEERT embraces a community approach 
by providing consistent, evidence-based train-
ing to all law enforcement agencies and ci-
vilians to neutralize and survive attacks. All 
law enforcement agencies, private and public 
learning institutions, and faith-based orga-
nizations are eligible to register for in-person 
trainings that are hosted statewide, or virtual 
course offerings.

The comprehensive approach to emergency 
response and recovery reinforces the fact that 
public safety responders are one part of the na-
tion’s emergency management team and civil-
ians can support response efforts when proper-
ly equipped with knowledge on what to do in 
active attack scenarios. The ALERRT program 
was named the National Standard in Active 
Shooter Response Training by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI). 

The approved funding will provide DCJS 
$1.55 million for one-time equipment acqui-
sitions and three years of annual funding at 
$288,000 per year. This funding supports 16 
law enforcement courses and 48 civilian cours-
es annually.

The “announcement demonstrates the Com-
monwealth’s renewed commitment to ensur-
ing Virginians and first responders are able to 
enroll in best-in-class courses that equip them 
with the skills they need to best respond to 
active attack events,” said Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin. “This program will build a culture of 
preparedness by increasing consistent and co-
ordinated first responder training and civilian 
education.”

DCJS plans to offer a number of different law 
enforcement active attack courses to law en-
forcement agencies across the Commonwealth, 
civilian courses and webinars, as well as de-
velop an age-appropriate eLearning series for 
K-12 students on personal safety.

More information on the ALERRT program 
including upcoming courses offered is avail-
able at https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virgin-
ia-center-school-and-campus-safety/active-at-
tack-program.

Manufacturing 
Sector Leads Initial 
Unemployment Claims 

The number of initial claims rose in the latest 
filing week to 3,336, their highest level since De-
cember of 2021 but still at typical pre-Pandemic 
volumes experienced in 2019, according to data 
from the Virginia Employment Commission 
(VEC).

For the filing week ending May 6, the figure for 
seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia 
was 3,336, which was an increase of 602 claim-
ants from the previous week. Over half of initial 
claims with a self-reported industry were from 
manufacturing; administrative and support and 
waste management; professional, scientific, and 
technical services; and retail trade. Continued 
weeks claimed totaled 12,769, which was little 
changed from the previous week but an increase 
of 70% from the 7,509 continued claims from the 
comparable week last year.

Eligibility for benefits is determined on a 
weekly basis, and so not all weekly claims filed 
result in a benefit payment. This is because the 
initial claims numbers represent claim appli-
cations; claims are then reviewed for eligibility 
and legitimacy.

In the week ending May 6, the advance U.S. 
figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 
264,000, an increase of 22,000 from the previ-
ous week’s unrevised level of 242,000. This is the 
highest level for initial claims since October 30, 
2021 when it was 264,000. The advance number 
of actual initial claims under state programs, 
unadjusted, totaled 234,084 in the week end-
ing May 6, an increase of 13,969 (or 6.3 percent) 
from the previous week. There were 185,815 
initial claims in the comparable week in 2022. 
Looking at preliminary data, most U.S. states 
reported increases on a seasonally unadjust-
ed basis. Massachusetts’s preliminary weekly 
change (+6,375) was the largest increase. Cali-
fornia’s weekly change (+2,924) was the second 
largest increase. Missouri’s preliminary weekly 
change (+2,447) was the third largest increase. 
Texas’s weekly change (+1,471) was the fourth 
largest increase. Virginia’s preliminary weekly 
change (+722) was the ninth largest increase.

Proposal would attract 
private investment to 
rural areas

A bipartisan group of senators has reintro-
duced the Rural Jobs Act. The proposed legis-
lation would build on the success of the New 
Market Tax Credit (NMTC) by bringing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in private invest-
ment to some of the most disadvantaged rural 
communities in America. 

“New Market Tax Credits have proven to be 
an economic engine for local communities, but 
too often rural areas are left out of these initia-
tives,” said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, D-Alexan-
dria. 

The NMTC provides a modest tax incentive 
to private investors to invest in low-income 
communities. The programs’ projects have 
spurred over $42 billion in private investment 
and generated over one million jobs since 2000, 
but less than one in four NMTC jobs have been 
created in rural communities.

The Rural Jobs Act would designate $500 
million in NMTC investments for “Rural Job 
Zones.” These zones are low-income communi-
ties that have a population smaller than 50,000 
inhabitants and are not adjacent to an urban 
area. Under the new definition, Rural Job 
Zones would be established in 342 out of the 
435 congressional districts across the country.

The bill would also require that at least 25 
percent of this new investment activity be de-
voted to counties with persistently high rates of 
poverty and migration. There are approximate-
ly 400 counties in the United States facing per-
sistent poverty.

“I’m glad to introduce this legislation to 
bridge that gap and ensure that rural areas re-
ceive the same opportunities that have created 
good-paying jobs in cities across the country,” 
said Warner - the single democrat in the group 
that also included U.S. Sens. Roger Wick-
er, R-Miss., Jerry Moran, R-Kan., and Mike 
Braun, R-Ind.

Remember the fallen during 
National Police Week 

The Patrick County Sher-
iff’s Office is asking all cit-
izens to take a moment this 
week to remember the more 
than 22,000 American law en-
forcement officers who have 
been killed in the line of duty. 

“Violence and mayhem 
would reign supreme, and 
our society would fail to exist 
without our law enforcement 
officers,” Sheriff Dan Smith 
said in a Monday news re-
lease. 

National Peace Officer Me-
morial Day was on Monday, 
May 15, to kick off National 
Police Week.

“This is a dangerous profes-
sion, particularly with rural 
officers like ours in Patrick 
County, who arrive at most 
calls alone,” Smith said, and 
recalled a sad day in 2011, 

when four Buchanan County, 
Virginia, sheriff’s deputies 
were shot. Two were killed, 
and one was paralyzed. 

“This was the deadliest day 
in modern history for Vir-
ginia law enforcement, and 
it happened in a county very 
similar to ours,” the sheriff 
stated. 

Smith says the profession 
has been crippled severely 
in the years since, and has 
struggled to recover. “Bad 
apples in our profession, 
coupled with an anti-police 
sentiment and low pay, have 
caused irreparable damage in 
being able to recruit and re-
tain sworn employees,” Smith 
said. 

His office alone has lost 42 
deputies since March 2019, 
or 73 percent of his sworn 

staff. Smith said that his of-
fice struggles to stay competi-
tive in pay compared to other 
agencies in our region. 

“Every job has a price tag, 
and ours has gone up,” he 
said, adding “the risk is not 
worth the reward for many 
who do consider joining a law 
enforcement agency.

“I want everyone, especially 
our youth, to know that this 
is an honorable and noble pro-
fessional, it always has been. 
Don’t let anyone tell you any 
differently,” the sheriff said. 

The names of the more than 
22,000 law enforcement offi-
cers killed in the line of duty 
are engraved on the wall at 
the National Law Enforce-
ment Officer Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.  

The West Piedmont Planning District, which 
serves Henry, Patrick, Franklin and Pittsylvania 
counties and the cities of Martinsville and Danville, 
was awarded a more than $8 million grant from the 
Virginia Telecommunication Initiative (VATI). 

The award was among the more than $59.5 mil-
lion VATI grants for 14 projects serving 20 localities 
throughout Virginia. The VATI program provides 
targeted funding to extend service to areas that are 
presently underserved by any broadband provider.   

“In today’s increasingly digital world, having ac-
cess to high-speed broadband is no longer a luxury, 
it is necessary in order to fully participate in daily 
life,” Gov. Glenn Youngkin said when announcing 
the awards. “These investments will allow us to 
reach underserved communities, grow Virginia’s 
economy and close the digital divide across the 
Commonwealth.”   

VATI’s goal is to create strong, competitive com-
munities throughout the Commonwealth by pre-
paring those communities to build, utilize, and cap-
italize on telecommunications infrastructure. This 
year’s funding leverages more than $118.6 million 
in local and private sector matching funds. 

“Closing the digital divide is paramount to grow-
ing Virginia’s economy, supporting businesses and 
ensuring that all Virginians have the resources 
they need to thrive,” said Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade Caren Merrick. “These investments will 
connect over 29,400 homes, businesses and commu-
nity anchors, making critical strides toward achiev-
ing universal broadband in Virginia.”  

The Department of Housing and Communi-
ty Development administers the VATI program, 
which provides targeted financial assistance to ex-
tend broadband service to areas that are current-
ly unserved by a provider. Projects were selected 
through a competitive process that evaluated each 
project for demonstrated need and benefit for the 
community, applicant readiness and capacity, and 
the cost and leverage of the proposed project. The 
level of funding awarded is based on the infrastruc-
ture needs in the project area.  

In this application year, VATI received 35 appli-
cations requesting more than $300 million in fund-
ing. Since 2017, Virginia has invested more than 
$798.7 million to connect over 358,000 homes, busi-
nesses and community anchors within 84 localities.
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Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Patrick among localities to receive 
Virginia Tourism Corporation 
Grant for Tourism Marketing

Gov. Glenn Youngkin announced that Pat-
rick County Tourism received $5500.00 from 
the Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC) Mar-
keting Leverage Program (MLP). In total, 
VTC awarded more than $3.2 million for 236 
local and regional tourism marketing pro-
grams across the state to help increase vis-
itation and revenue for Virginia’s localities 
through tourism. 

Patrick County received a $5,500 grant for 
Moonshine Heritage Trail. Patrick County 
partnered with Floyd County and Franklin 
County to supply $5,500 in matching funds. 
The three counties are working with Olivia 
Garrett, Regional Programs Specialist of the 
West Piedmont Planning District Commis-
sion, in their efforts.

“The Moonshine Heritage Trial will help 
tell the stories from our collective past. From 
legal distilleries before prohibition to the 
midnight industry that spawned during it. 
The three counties involved in this first phase 
of the project were vital in making legal and 
illegal Moonshine. However, as we gather 
more stories and the documented history of 
then and now, we envision the expansion to 
our neighbors that border our counties to 
grow into all of Southwest Virginia and the 
entire state. This is a significant step forward 
as we begin phase 1 of our project. We want 
to capture the history and highlight some no-
table places along a designated path to help 
drive tourism to our localities. I am excited 
about this grant and the establishment of this 
trial.” said James Houchins, Director of Tour-
ism for Patrick County.

Kevin Tosh, Franklin County Director of 
Tourism and Marketing, said, “As a county, 
we are excited to partner with Patrick and 
Floyd County to bring a longstanding desire 
of our community to life. The moonshine in-
dustry in Franklin County continues to span 
generations and bring economic benefits to 
our community. The heritage trail will shed 
light on the authentic people, places, and sto-
ries of the spirit distillation industry in our 
region.”

“By working with our neighboring counties, 
we can showcase the rich history and culture 

of the region while also benefiting our com-
munities economically. Together, we can cre-
ate a unique and memorable experience for 
visitors while preserving and celebrating our 
shared moonshine heritage,” said Kathleen 
Legg, Director of Tourism for Floyd County

Using the hub and spoke tourism partner-
ship model, Virginia entities partner to ap-
ply for funding. Partners may consist of Vir-
ginia cities, towns, counties, convention, and 
visitors’ bureaus, chambers of commerce, 
other local or regional destination market-
ing organizations, private businesses, muse-
ums, attractions, cultural events, and other 
tourism-related businesses. “VTC’s tourism 
marketing and sponsorship programs are 
designed to increase visitor spending by le-
veraging limited marketing dollars, to stim-
ulate new tourism marketing through part-
nerships, and to extend the “Virginia is for 
Lovers” brand to drive visitation,” said Rita 
McClenny, VTC President and CEO.  

More information on VTC’s Marketing 
Leverage and Regional Marketing Programs 
can be found at vatc.org/grants.

“VTC’s marketing and sponsorship pro-
grams are powerful incentives creating tour-
ism partnerships across Virginia that are a 
robust part of Virginia’s economic ecosystem,” 
said Youngkin. “From first-time applicants 
like Foxfield Races and Paradise Springs 
Winery to large music festivals in Hampton 
Roads and Southwest Virginia driving in-
bound overnight visitation, these programs 
show that tourism and tourism partnerships 
help Virginia’s vibrant communities grow and 
thrive.” 

“Driving inbound out-of-state overnight 
visitation is a key economic strategy and the 
VTC grant, and sponsorship programs help 
create unique partnerships that have tangi-
ble economic impacts across Virginia,” said 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade Caren 
Merrick. “Many of these programs also sup-
port regional marketing initiatives designed 
to encourage Virginians to explore their own 
state.”

For more information on Patrick County, 
visit www.visitpatrickcounty.org.

2023 Mercy Award 
Winner Named

Jaime Warren, 
Nurse Practitioner, 
was recognized as 
Twin County Region-
al Healthcare’s 2023 
Mercy Award winner. 
The Mercy Award 
recognizes one em-
ployee from each of 
Lifepoint Health’s fa-
cilities who profound-
ly touches the lives of 
others and best rep-
resents the spirit and 
values on which the 
company was found-
ed.

The Mercy Award is 
an annual recognition 
program that honors 
the life and contribu-
tions of Scott Mercy, 
Lifepoint’s founding 
chairman and chief 
executive officer. The 
award is considered 
the highest honor a 
Lifepoint employee 
can receive.

“At Twin County 
Regional Healthcare, 
we share Lifepoint’s 
commitment to mak-
ing communities 
healthier, and we rec-
ognize this is support-
ed by the good work 
and service of our em-
ployees on and off the 
job,” said Mark Nich-
ols, interim CEO of 
Twin County Region-
al Healthcare. “We 
are extremely proud 
to recognize Jaime for 
her efforts on behalf 
of our patients and 

our community. She 
goes above and be-
yond each and every 
day to ensure that 
every person she en-
counters receives the 
highest level of care 
and compassion.”

Jaime began her ca-
reer at Twin County 
as a CNA at the age 
of 17. After obtaining 
her registered nurse 
license, she worked 
several more years 
in the Med/Surg and 
Emergency Depart-
ment, all while con-
tinuing her education 
to become a Nurse 
Practitioner. Since 
she began her career 
with TCRH, Jaime 
has worked tirelessly 
to ensure every pa-
tient has their medi-
cal, physical and emo-
tional needs met.

Jaime’s contribu-
tions to the hospital 
community are many. 
She serves a youth 
leader in her church 
and is a mother of two 
young sons.

Each facility win-
ner, including Jaime, 
will be considered 
for Lifepoint’s 2023 
companywide Mercy 
Award. The compa-
nywide winner will 
be announced this 
summer and honored 
during a ceremony in 
Nashville, Tenn., in 
August.

Boost your bottom 
line with cover crops

The Patrick County 
Soil & Water Conser-
vation District can 
help you qualify for 
funds that decrease 
the cost of planting 
cover crops on your 
farm, which can boost 
your bottom line by 
increasing moisture 
retention and drought 
resistance, reducing 
soil erosion caused by 
wind and water and 
improving soil struc-
ture and tilth.

Funds come from 
the Virginia Agri-
cultural Best Man-
agement Practices 
Cost-Share Program, 
which is carried out 
by conservation dis-
tricts and adminis-
tered by the Virginia 
Department of Con-
servation and Recre-
ation.

Planting a system 
of continuous, year-
round cover reduces 
nonpoint source pollu-
tion by slowing runoff 
and taking up excess 
nitrogen that other-
wise would leach into 
the water table. Cov-
er crops also prevent 
soil erosion caused by 
wind and rain. Choos-
ing the right cover for 
your crop rotation is 
important. Planting 
early in the season 
generally produces 
the best economic 
and environmental 
results. No-till prac-

tices further enhance 
cover crop benefits by 
allowing biomass to 
accumulate and en-
rich the soil.

The Virginia Cost-
Share reimburses 
for small grain cover 
crop planted for nu-
trient and residue 
management. This is 
the most popular best 
management practice 
related to cover crops. 
Participating farmers 
can qualify also for 
early planting and/or 
for rye cultivars.  

Cover crop cost-
share rates change 
annually.  Additional 
bottom-line benefits 
depend on the type of 
cover you plant and 
your soil conditions. 
District staff can help 
you identify the cov-
er crop practice that 
best fits your opera-
tion.

Please contact the 
Patrick County Soil 
and Water Conser-
vation District office 
which serves Patrick 
County at (276) 694-
2911 or stop by the 
office at 104 Via Ave-
nue, Stuart, Virginia 
24171. The district 
can help you apply 
for many different 
cost-share funding 
programs to help you 
implement cover crop 
best management 
practices. 

First half of real estate taxes due 
June 5

June 5 is the due 
date for the first half 
of the 2023 Real Estate 
Taxes. 

If you have not re-
ceived your statement, 
contact the Treasurer’s 
Office immediately.

A 10% penalty is 
added to the first half 
unpaid taxes on Tues-
day, June 6 and 10% 
per annum interest 
begins to accrue on the 
unpaid tax plus pen-
alty 26 days after the 
due date. 

Payments are hon-
ored if postmarked by 
the post office June 5.

Make a payment in 
person at the Treasur-
er’s Office, located in 
the Veterans Memorial 
Building, Room 221; or 
use the Drop Box lo-
cated outside doorway 
of 2nd floor Veterans 
Memorial Building. 
Be sure to put your 
check, cashier’s check 

or money order for pay-
ment along with your 
payment stub(s) in a 
sealed envelope. In-
clude a phone number 
that we can call in case 
of any questions. Do 
not drop cash or coins 
of any kind in the drop 
box.

Payments can also 
be mailed to Sandra K. 
Stone, Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 668 Stuart, VA 
24171. Make check or 
money order payable 
to Treasurer, Patrick 
County.  Office hours 
are Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. -5 p.m. (open 
through lunch). Call 
(276) 694-7257. Cred-
it card payments are 
not accepted over the 
phone in the office.

To pay by credit card, 
call 1-833-398-6729 
or online at www.aci-
payonline.com, enter 
jurisdiction code 6215, 
your eleven-digit bill 

number (located at the 
top right corner of your 
bill) and the amount 
you are paying (this is 
not automatically filled 
in).  
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Are you 
looking to 
sell or buy 
a home or 

property in 
VA or NC?

Country 
Homes, 
Farms

Mountain & 
Waterfront 

Property

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-235-3149

Broker, 
Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Stuart, VA Office

Lambert 
Realty

Broker in Virginia 
and North Carolina.

Call 276-694-2646 
or email 

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full  
listings at 

www.uclambertrealty.com

Let Our 
Experience 

Work 
For You.

Childcare
(cont. from page 1A)

Board
(cont. from page 1A)

Chat
(cont. from page 2A)
thing to see for our county. 

We had a successful turnout 
for our Lunch and Learn on April 
19th. We thank the health depart-
ment for presenting temporary food 
vendor regulations. Meetings also 
took place all month as we start-
ed to work on fall events and the 
2023 Fall Patrick County Maga-
zine. Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary went active this month. Kids 
enrolled in the program should be 
receiving their first book at the end 
of May. Registration is ongoing and 
the only requirements are that the 
child lives in Patrick County and 
be less than 5 years old. Registra-
tion information is available on the 
Chamber website.  

In May, the Chamber is hosting 
a Yard Party at Pickle & Ash on 

Thursday May 18th, 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. This is an evening to come 
and enjoy some good food and net-
working. Tickets are available on 
the Chamber’s website. We are also 
hosting Lunch & Learn on Thurs-
day, May 25th at 12 p.m. This event 
will cover what foods and proper 
labeling you need for selling at a 
Farmers’ Market. The Chamber 
office will be closed in observance 
of Memorial Day on Monday, May 
29th. We will be hosting a ribbon 
cutting at Rural Services in Claud-
ville on Thursday, June 1st at 12:30 
p.m. as we help them celebrate their 
new and improved offices.

New Chamber Member: Blue 
Ridge Parkway Foundation.

(Adcock is the Executive Director 
of the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce)

Breakdown
(cont. from page 3A)
have it proposed for next year, is the 
exact same,” he said.

Wood said the state suggests a divi-
sion should spend 60-65 percent of its 
budget for instruction. Patrick County 
schools spend 64 percent. 

Fifteen percent of the budget is spent 
on facilities, and the state suggests 
spending anywhere from 10-15 percent.

“Technology is 3- to 5- percent, and we 
are a little over at six percent because 
we are a division that is one-to-one with 
devices, which really, I think is a bless-
ing for our students and families. They 
don’t have to worry about that, and we 

are able to provide some instruction,” he 
said. 

The recommended spending amount 
for transportation is 3- to 5- percent, but 
the division spends seven percent. 

“I think due to the geographic loca-
tion of our schools, and we have a new 
fleet of buses at seven percent. Again, I 
think putting money there for the safety 
of students is a great place to put your 
funds,” he said.

Wood said Patrick County schools are 
the lowest in the region for funds spent 
for administration at four percent. The 
state suggests spending 6 to 10 percent, 
and “we are the highest performing in 
the region, yet we have the smallest ad-

ministrative staff,” he said.
In Patrick County, including 

the debt service, the division 
represents 44.8 percent of the 
county’s budget.

“If you take out the debt ser-
vice, then actual funds that 
we’re able to put toward our 
county budget is just over 31 
percent, and the average in 
the state is over 50 percent. 
So, most localities spend more 
than 50 percent of their budget 
toward their schools,” he said.

Wood said Henry County 
spends 63 percent of its total 
budget on education, Floyd 

County spends 58 percent, and Carroll 
County spends 63.5 percent.

In other matters, the board:
*Heard from Wood that the school di-

vision is in the top 100 in the nation on 
Wise testing, or financial literacy test-
ing.

“It looks at many areas – the size of 
your school, the demographics of your 
school, the free/reduced lunch numbers 
of your school – and it’s just another tes-
tament of what a great job that we’re 
doing,” he said.

Wood said once the division has the 
official banner and certificates, he plans 
to invite staff from Patrick County High 
School (PCHS) to the administration 
building and recognize them. 

*Approved extending the superinten-
dent’s contract for a maximum of four 
years to end June 30, 2027.

*Approved the 2023-2024 certification 
staff list one as amended, and the certi-
fication staff lists in a 2 to 5 vote. Also 
approved the support staff list one as 
amended and the support staff list two.

*Approved the personnel report as 
amended.

*Approved the consent agenda.
*Approved authorizing Shannon 

Brown to serve as a signature in the ab-
sence of the superintendent.

*Approved Certification – Title 1, Part 
C, Education of Migrant Students.

Patrick counties, expanding her search 
to those in Eden, N.C.

She also talked to the Human Resourc-
es Department at work and learned that 
she could not file the absence under 
the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA), 
therefore “my job is not protected.

“With the lack of daycare in the area, 
what am I supposed to do,” she asked 
rhetorically. “Do I lose my job? I’ve al-
ready not been able to pay my bills be-
cause they’ve been sick” and the time 
missed from work is unpaid.

“The kids have been sick a lot this 

year, and I have no” paid time off left 
to cover any absences over the next few 
weeks, Hylton said, adding that meant 
she would not be paid for any time 
missed from work.

“I’ve used my credit card already to 
pay for gas, expenses, and food, and that 
was before this,” she said. “What do I 
do? It’s like, how do other people work?”

Hylton said she had even considered 
staying home and offering childcare to 
other parents, “but I need insurance and 
retirement. I’m literally at a loss of what 
I need to do.”

As a member of a food allergy support 

group, Hylton said she sought advice 
from other members, but learned there 
were no options she hadn’t already con-
sidered. 

Sadly, “my kids are the ones who are 
going to suffer,” Hylton said, adding that 
she had signed up to teach a summer 
school class, but had to cancel after losing 
childcare. Now, she’s hoping she can fin-
ish the remainder of the teaching days on 
her contract for the year.

“I literally don’t know what people do,” 
Hylton said. “How do you not work and 
afford to live because I work, and I can’t 
afford to live. I don’t know what to do.”

Vivier, of the Blue 
Ridge District, about 
rezoning. Vivier said 
he and about 25 oth-
ers were moved from 
Patrick County to Car-
roll County because of 
Geographical Informa-
tional System (GIS) 
mapping. Vivier is ap-
pealing the decision.

*Approved the April 
17 meeting minutes.

*Approved the bills, 
claims, and appropri-
ations.

*Heard from Dolores 
East about a needed 
addition to the Handy 
Mountain Drive sec-
tion of the Virginia De-
partment of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) six-year 
plan.

*Heard from the Di-
rector of the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library sys-
tem Rick Ward about 

the library’s budget 
and a request for ad-
ditional funds to give 
library staff a raise.

*Heard from Regina 
Clark, Director of Pre-
vention Services for 
Piedmont Community 
Service (PCS), about 
the organization’s pre-
vention services.

*Heard from Ed Pool 
about solar and Cad-
mium telluride.

*Heard from Jim 
Best about solar, and 
panel chemical leach-
ing.

*Approved Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) fund requests 
for a new utility vehicle 
for the Recreation De-
partment, an employee 
self-serve timesheet, 
and funds to alleviate 
further flood damage 
to the Child Advocacy 
Center.

*Heard the adminis-
trator’s report.

*Heard supervisor 
reports.

*Appointed Charlie 
Bowman and Richard 
Cox to serve as at-
large members of the 
Southern Area on Ag-
ing board, with terms 
expiring June 30.

*Appointed Roger 
Hayden to the Patrick 
& Henry Community 
College (P&HCC) as 
an at-large member, 

with the term ending 
June 2027.

*Appointed Jerry 
Adams, to the West 
Piedmont Planning 

District Commission 
(WPPDC) as an at-
large member, with 
the term ending May 
2025.

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will hold two public hearings during its June 12 meeting, which begins at 6 p.m.

Judge
(cont. from page 1A)
to a residence in Patrick County.

On Nov. 1, Hazlewood was 
charged with one count each of 
possessing a controlled substance, 
and intoxication in public in Bland 
County.

On June 19, she was arrested in 
Patrick County on a charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated - first offense.

Hazelwood has not been convict-

ed of any of the charges.
Patrick County Circuit Court 

Judge Marcus Brinks appointed 
Morgan Boothe to serve in the posi-
tion in Hazlewood’s absence.

Hazlewood currently remains in 
her elected position as clerk. She is 
being paid $116,831, or a monthly 
salary of about $9,700, according to 
records in the Patrick County ad-
ministration office.
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FIN
D US ON

Blood Drive results
Thank you, Patrick County. 

Twenty equivalent units of blood 
were collected which translates to 
helping 60 patients with medical 
issues. 

Thank you, Volunteers! They 
are the ones who make your do-
nation experience as pleasant as 
possible. The Volunteers take time 
out of their schedule to help do-
nors through the general process 
of donation. Volunteers this month 
were Deborah Boswell, Patty Brun-
ner, Denise Clark, William Hines, 
Harriette Moore.

We are always interested in add-
ing to our roster of Volunteers. If 
you are interested in giving back 
to your community, please consid-
er volunteering your time with the 
Patrick County Blood Drive, the 

oldest continuing blood drive in 
the county. Please stop by the next 
blood drive or contact one of the vol-
unteers for further information.

Please remember that the Amer-
ican Red Cross encourages donors 
to make an appointment for your 
time to donate via internet at red-
cross.org or by calling 1-800-733-
2767.  Walk-ins are always wel-
comed but please know that your 
donation might take longer as those 
with appointments are accommo-
dated first.

Next month’s blood drive is 
scheduled for June 13, Tuesday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. at the John D. Hooker 
Building.

Gene Stirewalt,
Stuart

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Talent Show
On behalf of the Patrick County 

Alzheimer’s Group LLC, we would 
like to thank each and every partic-
ipant that took their valuable time 
to come and be a part of the first ever 
Patrick County Alzheimer’s Talent 
Show. Thank you also to those who 

attended and supported this event. 
We had such a good time, and peo-
ple from 1 to 100 showcased the tal-
ent in this community.

Our first Patrick County Has Tal-
ent contest was on April 22. It was 
a big success due to our sponsors: 

Secure the Border
Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith

I voted in favor of H.R.2, the Se-
cure the Border Act, which has 
passed the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. House Republicans put 
forth this legislation in response 
to the catastrophic situation at our 
southern border.

For years, our nation has experi-
enced massive surges of migrants 
at our southern border. Experienc-
ing such surges, the Trump Admin-
istration implemented a robust im-
migration plan to stem the flow of 
illegal migrants. This plan includ-
ed construction of a border wall, 
more resources for U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP), tough 
detention and deportation policies 
for those crossing illegally, and a 
“Remain in Mexico” policy for immi-
grants seeking asylum, etc.

In his first 100 days after taking 
office, President Biden signed a se-
ries of Executive Orders reversing 
these policies.

In the two-plus years since, our 
southern border has become a hu-
manitarian crisis.

Since President Biden took office, 
there have been over five million ille-
gal crossings at the southern border.

Both human and drug smug-
gling have increased dramatically. 
It is reported that Mexican cartels 
are now making $13 billion a year 
smuggling illegal immigrants into 
the U.S.

Drug trafficking – specifically fen-
tanyl – has flourished with Biden’s 
new policies. Cartels have adroitly 
managed to send in a wave of mi-
grants to one border location, forc-
ing border agents there to handle 
and process the illegal immigrants, 
thus leaving large sections of the 
border unattended and allowing 
the cartels to smuggle drugs in un-
impeded. 

In 2022, the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Agency seized over 379 mil-
lion doses of fentanyl, enough to kill 
every American. And those are just 
the shipments of fentanyl the DEA 
stopped. There is no sign of the car-
tels slowing down the flood of illegal 
drugs.

Our open borders have also led to 
an historic number of unaccompa-
nied minors living in our country, 
many being exploited and abused.

I chaired a recent Oversight and 
Investigations Subcommittee hear-
ing where we discussed U.S. Health 
and Human Services’ failure to 
competently manage the record 
number of unaccompanied minors 
in the care of the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR).

Due to ORR prioritizing fast 
tracking the release of unaccompa-
nied children to sponsors instead of 
taking the time and effort to thor-
oughly vet those sponsors, there 
have been many reports of these 
children being forced to illegally 
work full time in slaughterhouses, 
or as roofers, or other dangerous 
and inappropriate professions, in-

stead of being enrolled in school. 
And as if these problems aren’t 

alarming enough, the House pas-
sage of H.R.2 comes as the Biden 
administration ends Title 42, which 
under certain circumstances allows 
for expedited removal of illegal im-
migrants.

This policy, which was put in 
place in March 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has allowed 
U.S. officials to expel illegal immi-
grants more than 2.8 million times.

The Biden administration expects 
an explosion of new migrants at the 
southern border with the end of Ti-
tle 42. In response, 1,500 active-du-
ty soldiers are going to the southern 
border to assist CBP with process-
ing, along with U.S. Secret Service 
agents and U.S. Marshals.

Our policies are in desperate need 
of reform.

H.R.2 will end the Biden Admin-
istration’s flawed policy of catch 
and release, force the Biden Admin-
istration to restart the construction 
of the border wall, deploy needed 
technology to increase security to 
both the southern and northern 
borders, and provide funding to in-
crease the number of border patrol 
agents.

The legislation will also strength-
en current law aiming to protect 
unaccompanied children from 
human trafficking by requiring 
HHS to provide the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) with bi-
ographical information regarding 
the sponsors or family members to 
whom the minors are released and 
mandates that DHS follow up with 
the sponsors.

Unaccompanied minors who have 
experienced severe forms of traf-
ficking or who claim a credible fear 
of persecution will receive a hearing 
before an immigration judge within 
14 days and the legislation allows 
DHS to hold an unaccompanied 
minor for up to 30 days to ensure a 
speedy judicial process.

H.R.2 also aims to streamline our 
asylum process by specifying that 
asylum must be sought at a port 
of entry and increases the credible 
fear standard.

It also makes illegal aliens ineli-
gible for asylum if they have moved 
through through a safe third coun-
try without applying for protection 
there and allows DHS to remove 
aliens seeking asylum to safe third 
countries where they would have 
access to a full and fair asylum pro-
cess.

The Senate should work with us 
to finalize an effective immigration 
package to begin stemming the flow 
of illegal immigrants and reform 
our broken immigration process.

If you have questions, concerns, 
or comments, call my Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-1405, my Chris-
tiansburg office at (540) 381-5671, 
or via email at www.morgangrif-
fith.house.gov.

Blue Ridge Nursing Center, The 
Landmark, and Tony Dixon. We 
also thank the members of the com-
mittee, Carol Wood, Lisa Martin, 
Sally Smith, Debbie Tatum, Tony 
Dixon, the Alzheimer’s workers, 
and especially Leigh Anne Hazel-
wood, who was a wealth of informa-
tion. We could not have done with-
out her! 

A special thank you to our Patrick 
County Horticulture Department 
and the school administration for 
letting us use the school auditori-
um.

We would like to thank the three 
judges: Morgan Booth, Phyllis Eas-
tridge, and Sarah Wray. These 
three ladies did a magnificent job 
as the judges for this event. There 
were three categories. The first 
group was ages 1-12, the second 
group was 13-18, and the third 
group were adults. Our stage man-
ager was Steven Dixon, and Amy 
Byers and Steven Walker were the 
emcees.

Tina and Herbert Conner opened 
the event with a song dedicated to 
Herbert’s sister - a dedicated volun-
teer.

The contestants were Andres 
Marcos, Louise Hall, David Mi-
chaels, Cara Hughes, Cedar Wade, 
Evan Hughes, The Lower Dam 
Band, Dana DeHart and Karen 
Collins, Kenny Foltz, Miller Hop-
kins, Braedon Augustine, Charles 
Bowman, William Foltz, Sheyan 
Lester, Logan Brown and Eddie 
Goins, Denny Alley, Karen Wood, 
Meredith Wood, Raine Davis, Pres-

ley Combs, Kayleen Wood, William 
Wood, Julia Regis, Marcie Horne 
and Mike Pendleton, Linda Bullins, 
and Rex Horton.

The winners were Linda Bullins, 
Dana DeHart and Karen Collins, 
Kenny Foltz, William Foltz, Brae-
don Augustine, William Wood, Eva 
Hughes, Meredith Wood, Raine Da-
vis, Presley Combs, and Kayleen 
Wood. I hope we did not leave any-
one out. 

Hopefully, we will start planning 
our second event shortly. Please 
start sending us ideas to make it 
better next year.

In 2018, we formed a second 
group of workers under our group 
in Vesta/Meadows of Dan that meet 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at the Vesta Community Building 
at 12 p.m. Our group motto is “You 
Are Never Alone” and that is what 
we strive for. Our Patrick Coun-
ty Office is in the basement of Hill 
Tax Service and is operated three 
days a week – Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
We meet the first Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the basement of 
Hill Tax Service.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s 
Group was formed in 2004, and 
for those of us that have faced this 
deadly disease, we know what it is. 

Next year will be our 20th anni-
versary of helping those in a 60-
mile radius of Stuart. If you know 
of someone who can assist, please 
let us know.

Sally Smith,
Stuart

The Challenge of Churches
(Washington Post, Cultural Re-

search Center at Arizona Christian 
University)

A survey conducted in January by 
the Cultural Research Center at Ar-
izona Christian University, and di-
rected by researcher George Barna 
found the following:

*Church attendance has declined 
by about 6% since the start of the 
pandemic in 2020. Now, just one 
out of three adults (33%) currently 
attend a church service, a decline 
representing the loss of about 15 
million churchgoing adults each 
week.

*Christians, who believe the Bi-
ble is unambiguous in its teaching 

about abortion dropped from 58% in 
2020 to 44% in 2023.

*A 14-point decline who think 
that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life 
during His time on Earth, dropping 
from 58% three years ago to 44% 
this year.

*A 12-point downturn in people 
saying human life is sacred, down 
from 60% in 2020 to 48% in 2023.

52% of born-again Christians, 
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Social Security Matters
By National Social Security Advisor at 
the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens

Ask Rusty – Should Octogenar-
ians Tell Social Security They 
Married?

Dear Rusty: We were married two years 
ago at age 78 and 81. Do we need to do any-
thing with Social Security? Signed: Blissfully 
Happy

Dear Blissfully Happy: Congratulations on 
your fairly recent marriage and, yes, there 
are some things you should do. Specifically, 
you should contact Social Security to inform 
them of your marriage, see whether any ad-
ditional benefits are available, and to make 
any changes needed to your contact informa-
tion. Here are some things to consider:

• If a name change has occurred for one 
of you, that person should contact Social Se-
curity to report the change. A copy of your 
marriage certificate (and other ID) will be 
required, and a new Social Security card will 
be issued.

• If a change of address has also occurred 
for one or both of you, that must be reported. 
It’s important that Social Security has the 
correct mailing address, email, and contact 
phone number for every beneficiary. 

• If there are any other changes to the 
contact Information on file with the Social 
Security Administration for either of you 
(e.g., your banking information), the affected 
person should inform Social Security of the 
changes needed. 

• Social Security will evaluate whether 
any benefit increase is available as a result 
of your marriage, which may be the case if 
one of you is entitled to a “spousal boost” 
(an additional amount from the other now 
that you’re married). A spousal boost may be 
available if one has a monthly Social Secu-
rity payment which is more than twice the 
other’s benefit. Social Security can answer 
that question for you when you call. 

You can contact either your local Social 
Security office (find the number at www.ssa.
gov/locator) or call the national number at 
1.800.772.1213 and tell them you need to in-
form them of your marriage and update your 
contact information. If you have (or if you 
create) an online “my Social Security” ac-
count at www.ssa.gov/myaccount, you can 
initiate changes to your contact information 
online, but you will need to call Social Securi-
ty directly via phone to record your marriage 
and see if any changes to monthly benefits 
are available. All of this can likely be done 
without requiring a visit to your local SS of-
fice.

It is very important that Social Security be 
made aware of your new marital status and 
to ensure that they have the correct contact 
information for both of you. Even if the con-
tact information is unchanged for one of you, 
the other should contact Social Security as 
described above to update their contact in-
formation and to determine if any changes to 
monthly benefits are appropriate as a result 
of your marriage. Doing so now will avoid fu-
ture issues and will make sure you are both 
getting the correct monthly Social Security 
payments as a married couple. And if one of 
you is entitled to a higher spousal amount, 
you should ask for the increase to be applied 
retroactively (SS will pay up to 6 months ret-
roactively). I suggest you call Social Security 
as soon as possible to inform them of your 
marriage and make any necessary changes 
to your contact information.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Patrick Pioneers
Rosa Elizabeth Hopkins Agee

By Beverly Belcher Woody 
Thank you to Suzanne Hop-

kins Hutchens for the following 
information about her aunt, 
Rosa Elizabeth Hopkins Agee, 
and to the late Beulah Wright 
Hopkins and her book, Central 
Academy 1910-1932. 

Rosa Elizabeth Hopkins was 
born on the 20th of December 
1899 on the “north side of the 
mountain” near Buffalo Ridge, 
Patrick County. Her parents, 
James Daniel Hopkins and Em-
ily Louetta DeHart Hopkins, 
moved to the “south side of the 
mountain” at Howell, Virginia 
at the Crossroads in 1910. Rosa 
grew up in the home that was 
later owned by A.C. and Lillian 
Williams Carter. I have heard 
several folks say that this grand 
old home will be moved soon to 
avoid the path of the new four-
lane for Highway 58; I sure 
hope this is the case. 

Rosa attended nearby Central 
Academy where she excelled 
as a student. After graduating 
from school, she entered Harri-
sonburg State Teachers College 
where she studied Latin and 
Home Economics. Rosa grad-
uated in 1921 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree and returned 
to Patrick County to begin her 
teaching career. 

Suzanne Hopkins Hutch-
ens’ mother, Essie (Mrs. A.D.) 
Yeatts Hopkins recalled her 
memories of “Miss Rosa” in 
her journal…. “It was in late 
May 1919 that I first saw “Miss 
Rosa.” She, with a part of oth-
er young people stopped at our 
place, the Yeatts, on their way 
to the Pinnacles on the Dan Riv-
er. I was told the picnic was at 
the foot of the Pinnacles, after 
which the boys and some of the 
girls climbed the peaks. When 
they returned to our home in 
mid-afternoon, rather exhaust-
ed, our cold spring water was 
a welcome refreshment. All the 
girls were lady-like, yet full of 
fun and enthusiasm.  “Miss 
Rosa” especially impressed me 
because of her kind smile. Her 
hair was dark brown, her skin 
fair and flawless with no hint 
of make-up, and her lips were 
a deep rose. Her eyes, her most 
striking feature, were large 
ovals of pure gray. Gentleness 
and kindness seemed to ema-
nate from her when she spoke, 
so I knew instinctively that she 
was a person one could trust 

and respect. In 1921 or 1922, a 
Presbyterian Minister, Mr. Roy 
Smith, began having preaching 
services in the Mayberry School, 
as the Brethren were doing once 
monthly, and Baptist had done 
with Mr. Billy Shelor as preach-
er. Soon afterward, Mr. Smith 
with “Miss Rosa,” Miss Marion 
Talley and a few high school 
students from Central Acade-
my, organized a Sunday School.  
Revivals were held and many 
conversions or professions of 
faith were made. Soon plans 
for a church in that community 
began to develop. When May-
berry Presbyterian Church was 
organized, one convert, Samuel 
Cephas Scott, the local mer-
chant, gave the land for its lo-
cation. Through community ef-
forts and gifts of labor, material, 
and money from many sources 
–farmers, teachers, mail car-
riers, merchants, and perhaps 
the Presbytery –finally the com-
pleted building was dedicated 
in 1926. Throughout most of the 
twenties, the group from Cen-
tral Academy led by “Miss Rosa” 
used her car for transportation 
to keep the Sunday School go-
ing at Mayberry.  Around the 
mid-twenties, Mr. Smith intro-
duced a younger man, Robert 
Childress, to this field. He was a 
moving evangelist who worked 
tirelessly toward getting the 
church built, and one who per-
fectly understood the mountain 
men. Although Childress came 
from Richmond to Mayberry 
about every other Sunday, ex-
cept in the most severe weather, 
the cadre from Central Acade-
my kept the Sunday School go-
ing while he was absent. Anoth-
er summer, Miss Marion Talley 
and “Miss Rosa” spent several 
weeks assisting Mr. Childress 
with revivals at Mayberry, Free 
Union, and Buffalo Mountain.”

Mrs. Essie Yeatts Hopkins 
recalled that when she entered 
Central Academy in 1927 as 
a freshman, “Miss Rosa” was 
teaching Latin and Domestic 
Science –cooking, homemaking, 
and sewing. Mrs. Hopkins re-
called, “teaching a group of farm 
girls, inexperienced in most 
tasks of homemaking beyond 
dishwashing, must have re-
quired a tremendous amount of 
patience. But “Miss Rosa” was 
equal to the task, remaining 
serene and without frustration 
even when sewing machine nee-
dles were broken or we let the 
applesauce scorch. Although the 
atmosphere was informal and 
pleasant, she always expected, 
and had, the complete respect of 
the girls.”

Mrs. Beulah Wright Hopkins 
echoed the same sentiments 
about Rosa, “In considering 
teachers I knew in various stag-
es of my education, I must select 
“Miss Rosa” for whom I feel most 
gratitude and admiration. Her 
wisdom, talent, intelligence, in-
dustry, and helpfulness made 
her the mainspring of the school 
for several years. Upon her ex-
pert direction, we learned to cut 
and sew clothing; to do various 
types of embroidery, trimmings, 
and handicrafts; and to plan, 
cook, and serve meals.”

Rosa also taught Latin and 
served as the drama coach, pro-
ducing plays as fundraisers for 
the school. In 1930, Rosa was 
appointed principal of Central 
Academy and served in that 
capacity until she married Ep-
perly Agee on August 15, 1931. 
Agee had also attended Central 
Academy and went on to grad-
uate at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute (VA Tech) and teach 
agriculture at Burke’s Garden, 
Virginia.

On March 20, 1933, Annette 
Elizabeth Agee was born to Ep-
perly and Rosa Hopkins Agee 
and tragically, Rosa died nine 
days later. Annette was raised 
by Rosa’s parents, J. D. and 
Emily DeHart Hopkins at the 
Crossroads, near the school 
where her mother had dedicat-
ed much of her life. 

Thank you again to Suzanne 
Hopkins Hutchens for provid-
ing much of the information on 
Rosa. Woody may be reached at 
rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com or 
(276) 692-9626. 

Rosa Elizabeth Hopkins Agee

Get Up, Stand Up: Stand Up For Your Circulation
Like many people, my job requires 

me to sit. And sit. And sit. Oh, and 
stare at a computer screen, too. 
Sometimes, I find myself emotion-
ally drained because of the lack of 
movement and circulation.

Keeping a healthy circulation 
doesn’t only improve your emotion-
al health, it also keeps your im-
mune response active. Psychoneu-
roimmunology (PNI) delves into the 
mind-body interventions that keep 
us healthy and happy. It examines 
how the quality of life is improved 
by mind-body interactions. Physical 
interventions are considered alter-
native medicine or integrative ther-
apies.

Physical interventions
Physical interventions encompass 

the movement of the body. Body 
movement has many physical and 
immunological benefits. Body move-
ment increases circulation, heart 
rate, strengthens muscles, aids in 
relaxation, and releases biochemical 
mediators or endorphins. Dopamine 
and serotonin are the happy hor-
mones that can be created with good 
circulation.

Physical activity is another outlet 
for us to release internalized stress. 
A clinical example of physical inter-
ventions being successful was seen 
in the treatment of cancer patients. 
According to the research, cancer 
patients who were physically ac-
tive had more energy and less dis-
tressing symptoms than those who 
lacked physical activity. It doesn’t 

have to be intense exercise; walking 
is actually one of the very best ways 
to maintain healthy bodily circula-
tion. Stretching is another effective 
way to keep your body toned and 
healthy.

One final way to achieve physical 
activity and proper circulation is 
progressive muscle relaxation. This 
technique is helpful for suppressing 
anxiety. It involves systematically 
tensing and relaxing muscle groups 
– even just clenching and unclench-
ing your fists. Even though PNI is 
a growing framework, it still sup-
ports the use of many integrative 
therapies for cancer patients as seen 
through physical interventions.

Dr. Axe shares ten stretches for 
people like me (and you, too, since 
you’re probably reading this from a 
computer screen). They’re lifesav-
ers, seriously. I urge you to do them 
every single day you’re confined to 
your office desk.

Stretch at Your Desk 
These 10 stretches you can do at 

your desk will keep you bendy and 
feeling good. Like yoga … at your 
desk

Rubber Neck – Sit up tall and drop 
your right ear down towards your 
right shoulder (you don’t have to 
touch it!) and hold for a few seconds 
and repeat for the left side.

Reach for the Stars – Interlace 
your fingers and reach up towards 
the sky, as high as you can … keep-
ing your palms facing up towards 
the ceiling.

Look Around – Turn your head 
the left and try and look over your 
shoulder and hold for a few seconds 
… repeat on the right.

Bobblehead – Drop your chin 
down towards your chest and GEN-
TLY roll your head from side to side.

Shrugs – Raise both shoulders up 
towards your ears and hold for a few 
seconds and release. Repeat a few 
times for good measure.

Chest Opener – Bring your hands 
behind your back, press your palms 
together, sit up tall and hold for 
5–10 seconds.

Seated Toy Soldier 
– Sit up tall and extend 
your right arm all the 
way up towards the 
ceiling. Straighten your 
left leg out and raise it 
up as you bring your 
right arm down and try 
to touch your left foot. 
Do 8–10 on each side.

Knee Hugger – With 
a bent knee, lift your 
right leg up and grab 
it with your arms and 
pull it in as close to 
your chest as you can. 
Hold for 5–10 seconds 
and make sure and do 
it on the left side, too.

Reach and Bend 
– Extend your right 
arm over your head 
and reach out as far as 
you can to the left and 
gently bend over. Hold 
for a few seconds and 

do it the other way.
Knee Press – This one stretches 

out the glutes. With your right an-
kle on your left knee, gently press 
against the right knee a few times. 
Of course, after you’re done with the 
right side, be sure and give the left 
side some love, too.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Raeann Leal. Used by per-
mission from www.lifeandhealth.org 
Courtesy of LifeSpring – Resources 
for Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)
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Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Cougar Wrestling 
Team Members 
Receive National 
Wrestling Coaches 
Association, Marine 
Corp Awards

Gaskins 
named new 
Head Women’s 
Basketball Coach 
at P&HCC

Local youngster 
completes Trout 
Slam Challenge

The National Wrestling Coaches Association, 
along with the United States Marine Corp, rec-
ognize wrestlers for their leadership, character, 
and academic scholar at the end of each wres-
tling season.  They give each wrestler that meets 
certain standards and qualifications a certificate 
of award. The certificate is for “your academic 
excellence, outstanding leadership, and charac-
ter on and off the mat.  Marines and wrestlers 
are warriors who share the same principles. 
Your academic excellence, fighting spirit, men-
tal toughness, and work ethic are unmatched 
and are an example to your teammates and stu-
dent body.”

The Patrick County wrestling team had sever-
al wrestlers that received these awards this sea-
son. These guys were not only tough on the mat, 
but many were also tough in the classroom and 
in the community.  In addition to winning back 
to back Piedmont District Championships, they 
also take pride in how they carry themselves 
and setting an example for others to follow. They 
just keep setting the bar higher and higher each 
year. 

Last year the team had two wrestlers recog-
nized, Josh Wright and Jaheim Johnson, who 
went on and wrestled at Patrick and Henry 
Community College. 

This year the Cougar wrestling team had a to-
tal of 11 wrestlers to receive these prestigious 
awards: Tristan Hardy, Rawl Mabe, Juan Pab-
lo Gutierrez, and Trent Alexander, received the 
Character and Leadership All-American Award 
for their character and leadership. Through 
the example of hard work on and off the field, 
they helped lead their team to the first District 
Championship since 1998 last season and then a 
repeat District Championship this season, along 
with a runner-up finish in the Regionals this 
season.

Xavier Torres-Seda, Stephen Spencer, Josiah 
Spangler, Paul Pascale, Ben Knight, Jackson 
Iacovone, Jay Howard, Trent Alexander, and 
Juan Pablo Gutierrez each received a certificate 
for academic excellence.  To receive this award 
a student must have finished the fall semester 
with at least a 3.5 GPA or have an accumulative 
GPA of at least a 3.5. All of these wrestlers met 
these criteria, with many having a 4.0 for both 
current and accumulative GPAs. 

“These young men work hard both on and off 
the field and deserve all they get,” Head Coach 
Tim Lawson said. “We appreciate and enjoy 
working with each of them.” 

Front Row, left to right, Ben Knight, Jaun Pablo Gutierrezz, 
Trent Alexander, Jackson Iacovone; Back Row; LTR: Tristan 
Hardy, Xavier Torres- Seda, Rawl Mabe, Stephen Spencer, 
Paul Pascale; Not Pictured:  Josiah Spangler, Jay Howard. 
(Contributed)

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) 
Athletic Director and Assistant Vice-President for 
Student Engagement and Inclusion Brian Hen-
derson announced Dennis Gaskins Jr. was hired 
as the new P&HCC Head Women’s Basketball 
Coach.

“I want to thank Brian Henderson and all of the 
athletic department for the tremendous opportu-
nity to join the Patrick & Henry PHamily,” said 
Gaskins. “I am looking forward to bringing excite-
ment and passion back to the women’s basketball 
program. This excitement will only be matched 
by our passion for building a first-class program, 
where student-athletes believe in doing things 
the right way and to the best of their ability.” 
Gaskins grew up in Edward, NC and gradu-
ated from Aurora High School. He was con-
sidered a standout basketball player, which 
garnered him a basketball scholarship 
to Elon University where he was a 4-year starter.  
“Patrick & Henry Community College athletics is 
fortunate to attract respected and successful coach-
es from all over,” said Henderson, adding “Ex-
traordinary coaches like Coach Gaskins tend to be 
extraordinary teachers and leaders for today’s stu-
dent-athletes. His experience as a former NCAA 
D-1 point guard and history as a program-build-
er at the high school, prep, and collegiate levels is 
well documented.”

After graduating from Elon, Gaskins spent 
three seasons coaching high school basketball in 
Charlotte, NC. Over the next few years, he pro-
vided many opportunities for youth by founding 
and coaching at Carolina Explosion, a travel bas-
ketball and volleyball club located in Wake Forest, 
NC. Prior to coming to Patrick & Henry, Gaskins 
spent one season at Louisburg College as an assis-
tant coach for the women’s basketball team. 

“One of my goals is to build great relationships 
with our student-athletes and the surround-
ing community,” says Gaskins.  “I want our stu-
dent-athletes to love and have a well-rounded 
experience here at Patrick & Henry and I am ex-
cited to shoulder that responsibility starting this 
upcoming season.” 

Coach Gaskins currently resides in Wake For-
est, NC with his wife, Tasha, and 2 children: Cam-
ryn and Kendall. 

For additional information or to join the P&HCC 
women’s basketball team, visit www.phccsports.
com or contact Brian Henderson at bhenderson@
patrickhenry.edu.  

Dennis Gaskins Jr. 

Trout Slam is a challenge to anglers to catch all three species 
of trout all in the same day. Both stocked fish and wild fish 
of any size count toward the slam, but catching all three 
in a wild trout stream is the ultimate trifecta. Chasing the 
slam not only offers a new challenge to anglers, but it also 
promotes some lesser known trout fisheries. (Contributed 
photos)

Kipton Vipperman, 8, completed the Virginia Trout Slam 
challenge at the Mayo River on April 8 during Kids Trout 
Fishing Day. He caught all three species - Brook Trout, 
Rainbow Trout, and Brown Trout in the same day to earn the 
award from the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources.
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Opportunistic William Byron scores third win of 2023 at Darlington 
By Reid Spencer 
NASCAR Wire Service 
William Byron took full advantage 

of a late on-track incident between 
Ross Chastain and Kyle Larson to 
triumph in Sunday’s Goodyear 400 
Darlington Raceway and become 
the first three-time winner in the 
NASCAR Cup Series this season. 

For Byron, the victory was sweet 
redemption for last season’s spring 
race at the Lady in Black, where 
Joey Logano’s bump-and-run de-
nied Byron his first victory at the 
fabled speedway. 

“Yeah, it’s pretty amazing,” said 
Byron, who earned the 100th victo-
ry for the No. 24 team. “My grand-
dad passed away on Thursday, and 
just, man, I wish my family could 
be here. Just things have a way 
of working out, honestly. It just 
worked out that way today. We 
didn’t have the best third stage. We 
just kept battling, and things just 
kind of come back around. 

“Definitely didn’t expect this. 
But just thankful for a great team, 
and, yeah, just things have a way of 
working out, and to come back here 
to Darlington and have it go exactly 
the other way.” 

It was a Lap 288 crash between 
Chastain and Larson—while bat-
tling for the lead—that gave Byron 
the opportunity to collect his sev-
enth career victory. 

Taking the inside lane, with Lar-
son beside him, Chastain led the 
field to a restart after an eight-car 
wreck necessitated the seventh 
caution on Lap 281. Chastain drove 
hard into Turn 1, plowed up the 
track and wrecked both his No. 1 
Chevrolet and Larson’s No. 5. 

“How does that make any sense, 
running us into the fence?” Cliff 

Daniels, Larson’s crew chief fumed 
on the team radio. “That’s three 
races he’s taken us out of—the 1 
car—three races he’s taken us out 
of.” 

Chastain took responsibility for 
the mistake that took him out of 
the race and relegated Larson to a 
20th-place result. 

“Full commit into Turn 1,” said 
Chastain, who finished 29th. “I 
got really tight and drove up and 
turned myself. I wanted to squeeze 
him. I wanted to push him up. We’d 
been racing back and forth all day. 
But I definitely didn’t want to turn 
myself.” 

The incident forced overtime, 
handed the lead to the driver of the 
No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports Chev-
rolet. Byron outran Kevin Harvick 
in the final two-lap dash.  

In a race that included mas-
sive wrecks on Laps 194 and 281, 
Chase Elliott ran third, followed by 
Brad Keselowski, Bubba Wallace, 
Harrison Burton, Kyle Busch, Jus-
tin Haley, Ryan Blaney and Chris 
Buescher. 

In sharp contrast to the aggres-
sive battling between Chastain and 
Larson, Harvick, whose No. 4 Ford 
had sustained front-end damage 
during the Lap 281 wreck, gave By-
ron plenty of room after the over-
time restart on Lap 294. 

“We had a good car all day,” Har-
vick said. “We just never could get 
up towards the front in our Sunny 
Delight Ford Mustang. Struggled 
in traffic today, but we were really 
good at the second half of the run 
and just struggled at the beginning 
of the run.  

“But we had good track posi-
tion, then had a bad pit stop under 
green, and then wound up having 

everything work out there at the 
end. Didn’t have anything for Wil-
liam. The front is torn up pretty 
good. But they did a great job and 
just kind of kept ourselves in the 
game, and you never know what’s 
going to happen.”  

Pole winner Martin Truex Jr. had 
the dominant car for the first half 
of the race. The driver of the No. 19 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota handily 
won the first stage and led a total 
of 145 laps, but the handling on 
Truex’s Camry tightened up during 
the second stage, allowing Chastain 
to pass for the lead on Lap 151. 

Truex recovered to challenge 
Chastain for the Stage 2 victory, 
but on the final lap of the stage, 
Chastain braked hard behind a 
lapped car, bounced off the outside 
wall and sent Truex spinning to-
ward the apron. 

Chastain picked up his fifth 
stage win of the season, but Truex 

dropped to 10th, and his car never 
recovered after the incident. And 
though Truex gained four spots on 
pit road after the sixth caution and 
restarted third on Lap 281, he was 
part of the massive eight-car wreck 
that decimated the field in the first 
two corners. 

“When we got into Chastain there 
at the end of the second stage going 
for the win in that, it knocked the 
toe out, so we were tight from there 
on out,” said Truex, who finished 
31st. “Just an unfortunate deal. 
There was plenty of room there, but 
he just came off the wall and hit me.  

“Like I said, knocked the toe out 
in the right front. Pretty crappy 
from there, and then on that restart 
(Lap 281), I guess I just got real 
tight and I don’t even know who I 
squeezed into the wall, but I apol-
ogize to them. Probably my fault, 
just got real tight and couldn’t stay 
down the track.” 

NASCAR Cup Series Race - Goodyear 400
Darlington Raceway

Darlington, South Carolina
Sunday, May 14, 2023

 
• 1. (4)  William Byron, Chevrolet, 

295.
• 2. (20)  Kevin Harvick, Ford, 295.
• 3. (21)  Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 

295.
• 4. (10)  Brad Keselowski, Ford, 

295.
• 5. (2)  Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 

295.
• 6. (14)  Harrison Burton, Ford, 

295.
• 7. (12)  Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 

295.
• 8. (22)  Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 

295.
• 9. (11)  Ryan Blaney, Ford, 295.
• 10. (27)  Chris Buescher, Ford, 

295.
• 11. (24)  Todd Gilliland, Ford, 295.
• 12. (8)  Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 

295.
• 13. (3)  Ricky Stenhouse Jr., 

Chevrolet, 295.
• 14. (16)  Christopher Bell, Toyota, 

295.
• 15. (32)  Ryan Preece, Ford, 295.
• 16. (13)  Ty Gibbs #, Toyota, 295.
• 17. (31)  Chase Briscoe, Ford, 295.
• 18. (15)  Joey Logano, Ford, 295.
• 19. (25)  Austin Cindric, Ford, 

295.
• 20. (7)  Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 

295.
• 21. (17)  Aric Almirola, Ford, 295.
• 22. (9)  Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 

295.
• 23. (30)  AJ Allmendinger, Chev-

rolet, 294.
• 24. (34)  Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, 

293.
• 25. (28)  Erik Jones, Chevrolet, 

293.
• 26. (29)  Noah Gragson #, Chev-

rolet, 293.
• 27. (33)  Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 293.
• 28. (26)  Ryan Newman, Ford, 

291.

• 29. (5)  Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 
Accident, 287.

• 30. (23)  Josh Berry(i), Chevrolet, 
286.

• 31. (1)  Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 
Accident, 280.

• 32. (35)  BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 
Steering, 226.

• 33. (19)  Michael McDowell, Ford, 
Accident, 200.

• 34. (6)  Daniel Suarez, Chevrolet, 
Accident, 199.

• 35. (18)  Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 
Accident, 196.

• 36. (36)  Brennan Poole(i), Ford, 
Transmission, 39.
 
Average Speed of Race Winner:  

118.88 mph.
Time of Race:  3 Hrs, 23 Mins, 23 

Secs. Margin of Victory:  .781 Sec-
onds.

Caution Flags:  8 for 47 laps.
Lead Changes:  19 among 8 driv-

ers.
Lap Leaders:   M. Truex Jr. 0;B. 

Wallace 1;M. Truex Jr. 2-138;R. 
Blaney 139-141;B. Wallace 142;M. 
Truex Jr. 143-150;R. Chastain 151-
189;K. Larson 190-202;R. Chastain 
203-247;K. Harvick 248-251;R. 
Blaney 252;B. Wallace 253;D. Ham-
lin 254-262;K. Larson 263-276;R. 
Chastain 277;K. Larson 278-279;R. 
Chastain 280-287;W. Byron 288-
292;K. Harvick 293;W. Byron 294-
295.

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led):  Martin Truex Jr. 
2 times for 145 laps; Ross Chastain 
4 times for 93 laps; Kyle Larson 3 
times for 29 laps; Denny Hamlin 
1 time for 9 laps; William Byron 
2 times for 7 laps; Kevin Harvick 
2 times for 5 laps; Ryan Blaney 2 
times for 4 laps; Bubba Wallace 3 
times for 3 laps.

Stage #1 Top Ten: 
19,24,23,1,8,6,47,4,45,20

Stage #2 Top Ten: 
1,8,5,24,6,20,4,12,47,19

Sports Briefs
By Ashlee Mullis

Cougar Baseball Finishes Season with Win
The Varsity Baseball Team 

knocked off Halifax 6-3 at Cougar 
Field, Wednesday, May 10. Jai 
Penn started on the mound go-
ing 3.1 innings, allowing 4 hits, 2 
runs, walking 4, and striking out 
4.  Stuart Callahan picked up the 
win in relief going 3.2 innings al-
lowing 3 hits, 1 run, walking 1, and 
striking out 3.  The Cougars were 

led at the plate by Tucker Swails 
and Jackson Horton with 2 hits 
each. Callahan had a 2-run homer 
in the 6th and scored 2 runs on 
the night. Martin Sawyers added 
a 2 RBI single. The Cougars fin-
ished the regular season 17-3. The 
Cougars will host the 1st round 
of the Piedmont District Tourna-
ment, Tuesday, May 16. 

Holt Throws 100th Strikeout of the Season
McKenzie Holt threw 6 no-hit 

innings, striking out 11 to surpass 
100 strikeouts for the season in 
the 8-0 win over Gretna, May 8. 
Kursten Hylton closed out the 7th 
inning in the win. Journey Moore 
had 3 hits and Holt had 2. Saman-

tha Harris and Lilly Hazelwood 
both had doubles. The Cougars 
lost to Magna Vista 8-5 on Tues-
day, May 9. Brylee Pike and Sa-
mantha Harris each had 2 hits 
and Journey Moore pitched 5.2 
innings, striking out 6. 

Girls Tennis Finishes Regular Season
The Lady Cougar Tennis Team 

played Bassett Tuesday, May 9 
in the Piedmont District Tourna-
ment.  The Lady Bengals won 4-1. 
In singles, Marissa Bentley de-
feated Taylor Reed 6-4, 6-2, Mia 
Stowe fell to Hannah Eanes tie 
break 3-7, 3-6, Madison Mullis fell 

to Bailey Dyer tie break 5-7, 3-6, 
Cecilia Leon-Cisneros fell to Evan 
Parnell 1-6, 1-6, Katie Vernon fell 
to Laken Porter 2-6, 0-6, and Shy-
anne Holt fell to Jenna Meadors 
3-6, 1-6.  The Cougars finished 
the season 6-7. They will begin re-
gional play next week. 

William Byron, driver of the #24 Axalta Throwback Chevrolet, celebrates with the trophy 
after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Goodyear 400 at Darlington Raceway on May 14, 
2023 in Darlington, South Carolina. (Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images)

Patrick Co. Farm Bureau
• Bob Burnette,Agent; Betsy Conner,Anthem Representative

• 305 S. Main St., Stuart,VA - (276) 694-7108
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

OBITUARY 
SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE 
MONDAY AT 

NOON

OBITUARIES 

Doyle Jordan 
Mr. Doyle Jordan, 

age 72 of Stuart, Vir-
ginia passed away 
peacefully at his home 
surrounded by his fam-
ily on Monday, May 8, 
2023. He was born in 
Harlan, Kentucky on 
February 7, 1951 to 
the late Bert Jordan, 
Sr. and Anna Marie Al-
len Jordan. In addition 
to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by 
one sister, Joyce Smith 
and his father-in-law, 
John Pendleton. Doyle proud-
ly served his country in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam War. He 
owned and operated Stop 8 Conve-
nience Store for many years. Any-
one that knew Doyle (or just met 
him), knew he was a huge Ken-
tucky Wildcats fan, avid supporter 
of Patrick County Athletics, loved 
helping people, being outdoors at 
his little cabin, and the joy of his 
life was his family. He treasured 
spending time with grandchildren.

Left to cherish the memory of 
Doyle Jordan are his devoted wife of 
40 years, Sarah Pendleton Jordan 
of the home, three children, Aaron 
Moore and husband, James of Stu-
art, Travis Jordan and wife, Stacie 
of Firestone, Colorado, and Darren 
Jordan of Stuart; five grandchil-
dren Cole, Delia, Caitlyn, Taylor, 
and Gabriel; two step-grandchil-
dren, T.J. Moore and Sara Moore; 

brothers, Bert Jordan, 
Jr. of Yukon, Okla-
homa, Ronnie Jordan 
and wife, Rosa Lee of 
Maynardville, Ten-
nessee; mother-in-law, 
Ann Pendleton of Stu-
art; brother-in-law, 
Jon Pendleton and 
wife, Angie of Sandy 
Ridge, North Caroli-
na; sister-in-law, Lynn 
Wilson and husband, 
Jonathon of Stuart; 
special niece, Sydney 
Wilson; and several 

nieces and nephews.
A celebration of life service will 

be held on Friday, June 2, 2023, 
at 7:00 p.m. at Minnie’s Chap-
el Wesleyan Church with Pastor 
Gary Combs officiating. Military 
rites will be provided by the Pat-
rick County Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard. The family will re-
ceive friends one hour prior to the 
service at the church on Friday 
evening. The family encourages 
attendees to “come as you are,” as 
Doyle didn’t like dressing up. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to Patrick County 
Football, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart, 
VA 24171, please include ‘in mem-
ory of Doyle Jordan’ in the memo 
line. Moody Funeral Home in Stu-
art has been entrusted with the ar-
rangements and online condolenc-
es may be sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.com.

James Carson Ayers 
Mr. James Carson Ayers, age 83, 

of Stuart, Virginia passed away 
on May 8, 2023, at the Blue Ridge 
Nursing Center in Stuart. He was 
born in Patrick County on March 
8, 1940, to the late James Edward 
Ayers and the late Charlotte Ruth 
Knight Ayers. Mr. Ayers faithful-
ly served and was honorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Army. He 
drove a dairy milk truck for many 
years and retired from Shenando-
ah Pride. James was a member of 
Peters Creek Baptist Church, was 
a hard worker, and loved his fam-
ily dearly. Mr. Ayers will be sorely 
missed by all who knew and loved 
him.

Left to cherish the fond mem-
ories of James Ayers are his wife, 
Maybelline Marshall Ayers of the 
home; one daughter and son-in-law, 
Michele Arnder (Keith) of Stuart, 
Virginia; two grandchildren, Jar-
rod Arnder (Katherine) of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, Christian Arnder 

of Winston-Salem, North Carolina; 
one great-grandchild, Lydia Arnder; 
one sister, Carol Kapp of Rural 
Hall, North Carolina; and several 
nieces, nephews, and friends.

A funeral service for Mr. James 
Ayers will be held on Thursday, 
May 11, 2023, at 2:00 P.M. at Peters 
Creek Baptist Church with Rever-
end Terry Ragsdale officiating. The 
burial will immediately follow the 
service in the church cemetery. The 
family will receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at the church 
on Thursday afternoon. Moody Fu-
neral Home in Stuart is serving the 
Ayers family, and online condolenc-
es may be sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.com.  

The family of Mr. James Ayers 
would like to extend their sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to the 
staff at the Blue Ridge Nursing 
Center in Stuart for all of their acts 
of kindness, care, and love shown to 
James during his stay.

Billy Jackson Massey 
Mr. Billy Jackson 

Massey, age 57, of Stu-
art, Virginia finished 
his earthly race on 
Wednesday, May 10, 
2023, at his home. He 
was born in Mar-
tinsville, Virginia on 
May 9, 1966, and was 
preceded in death by 
his father, Paul Clar-
ence Massey, and his 
brother, Steven Grady 
Massey. Billy was a loving husband, 
son, brother, dad, and grandpa. He 
was a hard worker who loved hunt-
ing, fishing and being outdoors. He 
was always willing to help anyone 
who needed it. Billy will be dearly 
missed by all those who knew and 
loved him.   

Left to cherish the fond memories 
of Billy Massey are his wife, Hope 
Ann Hubbard of the home; one son, 
Dylan Massey (Kristen) of Patrick 
Springs, Virginia;  four grand-
children, Easton Reed Hall, Ever-
leigh Grace Massey, Jackson Lee 
Massey, and Janson Levi Massey; 
his loving mother, Mary Frances 
Moore Massey of Stuart, Virginia; 

one brother and sister-
in-law, Jeffrey Massey 
(Ann) of Stuart, Vir-
ginia; one sister, Tam-
my Massey Rorrer of 
Bassett, Virginia; sev-
eral nieces and neph-
ews; and many friends.

A funeral service for 
Billy Massey will be 
held on Sunday, May 
14, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 
at Moody Funeral 

Home in Stuart with Pastor Mark 
Wright and Pastor Kriss Foley of-
ficiating. The burial will follow the 
service in the Ross Harbour Church 
Cemetery. The family will receive 
friends Saturday evening from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Moody Funeral 
Home in Stuart. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made 
to the Billy Massey Memorial Fund, 
c/o Moody Funeral Home, P.O. Box 
307, Stuart, Virginia 24171. Moody 
Funeral Home in Stuart is serv-
ing the Massey family, and online 
condolences may be sent by visit-
ing www.moodyfuneralservices.
com.

FIN
D US ON

Sentara Healthcare Awards 
Grant to P&HCC Students

In partnership with Sentara 
Healthcare’s Sentara Cares 
program, Virginia Foundation 
for Community College Edu-
cation (VFCCE) has awarded 
Patrick & Henry Community 
College Foundation $8,850 to 
provide emergency assistance 
grants to healthcare students 
to overcome financial hardships 
and excel in college. Students 
must be enrolled in a health-
care or healthcare-related un-
dergraduate or professional de-
gree or certificate or credential 
program and have demonstrat-
ed financial need as determined 
by the Office of Financial Aid. 

“In addition to the usual col-
lege tuition and fees, most 
healthcare programs require 
additional expenses for uni-
forms, physical examinations 
and required immunizations, 
drug screens, criminal back-
ground checks, and specific 
textbooks and resources. Fees 

for these items can be very cost-
ly,” shared Amy Webster, P&H-
CC Director of Nursing and Al-
lied Health.

Sentara Cares funding will 
support program placed stu-
dents in the associate’s degree 
nursing program, practical 
nursing program, Paramed-
ic and EMS related pathways, 
physical therapist assisting, 
and workforce medical certifica-
tion training at P&HCC. 

“We are pleased to be able to 
direct these funds to support 
the expensive textbook require-
ments for healthcare students. 
Healthcare has one of the most 
expensive textbook require-
ments of any program we have 
and these funds will help ensure 
that students are able to contin-
ue their work to fill critical po-
sitions in our community,” said 
P&HCC Foundation Executive 
Director Tiffani Underwood.

P&HCC Foundation Executive Director Tiffani Underwood presents Amy Webster, P&HCC 
Director of Nursing and Allied Health, a check on behalf of Sentara Cares to support 
qualifying P&HCC healthcare students as they pursue degrees and certifications.

Linda “Sweetheart”
Today is your day - May 16th. You always 

liked getting cards for your birthday. I have 
you one. You would have been 76 and I still 
love and miss you. I know you know that. 

I wish I could hug and kiss you. 

In Loving Memory
Your Hubby Webby 
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 14

1. Is the book of 3 Tim-
othy (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. From Genesis 22:2, 
who did God command 
to sacrifice his only son? 
Isaac, Job, Noah, Abraham

3. How many times does 
the word “grandmother” 
occur in the Bible? 1, 3, 6, 
21

4. From Exodus 20, to 
whom did God give the Ten 

Commandments? Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Aaron

5. What’s the middle 
book of the Old Testament? 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isa-
iah, Jeremiah

6. Where is the New Tes-
tament “Hall of Faith”? 
Luke 2, Titus 13, Hebrews 
11, John 3

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Abraham, 3) 1 (2 Timo-
thy 1:5), 4) Moses, 5) Prov-
erbs, 6) Hebrews 11

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

The World is Choosing Sides
By Van Yandell

Proverbs 12: 15 “The way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes: but he that hearkens unto counsel is wise.”

Growing up in a small Western 
Kentucky town in the 1950’s and 
60’s was much different from to-
day. I now live in a county with a 
population of 150,000. There are 
three high schools in the county, 
but I rarely see young people ex-
cept those working in stores or 
restaurants. I find myself won-
dering where they are and what 
they’re doing.

When I was growing up, any 
time the ball park wasn’t muddy, 
we played baseball. There weren’t 
enough of us to have a football 
team, but we could play baseball 
with smaller numbers. The first or-
der of business was to choose our 
teams. 

Two were always selected as the 
“team captains” and they would 
choose the players alternately from 
the group. Choices were made by 
which player was the “best, stron-
gest and fastest.” The teams were 
rarely evenly matched and, of 
course, everyone wanted to win. 
There was nothing official or sig-
nificant about our games, but that 
winning spirit existed among us. 

We recently heard of Finland 
joining NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization). With the 
current geopolitical condition, war 
seems to be on the minds of many 
and the world appears to be choos-
ing sides. Just as we chose sides for 
our baseball teams, the sides (coun-
tries) today want to be teamed with 
the most powerful.

In just the last two years it seems 
the power momentum has shifted. 
Where the western (free) world 
was feared and respected among 
the nations; that is no longer the 
case. We are seen as weak and 
vulnerable because of our extreme 
state of division. 

While the U.S. and other “civi-
lized” nations have focused on so-
cial issues, other countries have 
been building up their military. An 
obvious shift in power and leader-
ship has taken place. We may think 
we know what armament potential 
they possess but that may prove to 
be a fallacy. 

The factions of the political left 
and right are becoming disengaged 
and disconnected in several coun-
tries. This extreme division is cre-
ating this weakness just as fighting 
and arguing among the players on 
our baseball teams usually result-
ed in a game loss. 

Matthew 12: 25 “And Jesus knew 
their thoughts, and said unto them, 
every kingdom divided against it-
self is brought to desolation; and 
every city or house divided against 
itself shall not stand.” The western 
world has become segmented into 
racial, social and economic people 
groups. The conditions that divide 
are many.

Extreme division never contrib-
utes to success. In our world today 
of nuclear weaponry, there will be 
no winner and the one to fire the 
first ICBM will simply be the last 
to die. 

Nonetheless, scriptural prophesy 
clearly points to a world war that 
will take place and will pale the first 
and second world wars (Zechariah 
14: 12). We could see the current 
events such as the Russia-Ukraine 
war or the conflict evolving in the 
South China Sea or any one of the 
other developing situations as be-
ing temporary or nothing less than 
a development into a bigger war. 
Even the civil war in Sudan has its 
implications. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39 tells us of a 
war called the War of Gog and 
Magog. Who Gog and Magog were 
vary from one Bible student to an-
other. In my thinking they refer to 
a people and a place (Ezekiel 38: 2).

To briefly describe this coming 
war, we are told the armies of the 
north, along with others, will in-
vade Israel. The western allies 
would likely join the fight result-
ing in a third world war. The Bi-
ble teaches, however, Israel will 
not need any help because God will 
crush the invaders (Ezekiel 38: 21-
23).

In today’s world starving for pe-
troleum, some geologists believe 
a vast oil reserve is located under 
Israel and Russia covets that oil. 
Also, being on the eastern end 
of the Mediterranean Sea, Israel 
would serve as a strategic seaport 
for Russia’s massive navy. Putin 
may see himself as the president 
of the world and is working to that 
end.

Considering the location of 
Ukraine, Russia may want that 
real estate to serve as a point of 
logistics and preparation to invade 
Israel thus fulfilling the Ezekiel 
prophesy. I realize this is just spec-
ulation but two and two still make 
four. 

With other alliances taking place 
in the communist world, this choos-
ing of sides appears to be on-going. 
Russia and China are becoming 
“bedfellows” along with Iran and 
South Korea.  So far, much of the 
noise has been sabre rattling but as 
far as we know at this time, both 
possess (or are close to possessing) 
nuclear armament and both are 
brazened enough to use it. It only 
takes one “crazy” in close proximity 
to “the button” to begin the inciner-
ation or our world. 

Jesus said in Matthew 24: 6, 
there would always be wars and 
rumors of wars. That has always 
been true but the potential for a 
world conflict is much more im-
pending than ever before. 

While this may be disconcerting 
to some, it is reassuring and evi-
dent what we have believed about 
the Bible and God is absolutely 
true and we are witnessing the 
truth happening before our very 
eyes.

(Yandell is a retired Industrial 
Arts teacher, an ordained gospel 
evangelist and commissioned mis-
sionary, from Fredonia, Kentucky. 
A part of the Bible Connection se-
ries.)

20th Annual

Strawberry Festival
Uptown Stuart

Saturday, May 20th
10 am - 4 pm

FOOD • MUSIC • CRAFTS • GAMES
Music by:

Mary Horne 11:00 - 11:45
Jordan T. Morrison and The Foothill Boys 12 - 1:45

Powerhouse Fallz 2 - 3:30
August Heat Audio - Sound

Outdoor Entertainment - 
Inflatibles for Kids

Mabes Strawberries
with fresh strawberries

For more info contact Town Office 276-694-3811
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick Paving)
Gravel hauling and 

spreading,  grading, mulch,
dirt, pavement maintenance 

and striping.  42 years
experience.  

Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 (office) 

or (276)- 340-8786 (cell)
Email:  ckendrick@
embarqmail.com or 

claytonk81@gmail.com

HAZELWOOD 
TRUCKING, INC., 
Gravel, sand, dirt.

Contact Danny or Mike 
(276) 694-7718.

Over 60 years of experience.
Serving Patrick County and 

surrounding areas.

MERRITT’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE

Providing mowing, mulching, 
shrub trimming and much 

more for Stuart and 
surrounding areas. Don’t 
wait, call today to get your 

yard contracted for the year 
at 276-692-8431.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 

overgrown property cleanup, 
bush-hogging, pasture 

& field reclamation, ATV 
& walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor and 
mini-excavator work. Free 
estimates. Call 276-229-

9410 or Facebook Thomas 
Land Solutions LLC

STEVE’S MOWER REPAIR 
Service and repair for all 
makes of lawn mowers. 

Pick up and delivery for a 
reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers with 
free pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave 

your name and number. We’ll 
call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net

Website: Woodwrx.net

HOUSE PAINTING, 
interior, exterior, also log 

cabins, and deck staining.
Call George Scott (276) 403-

1589.

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & Electrical 

Contractors, Sales & 
Services, Licensed in VA & 

NC (276) 694-7308.

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree cutting,
demolition and anything else 

you need done. 
Call Joe at (276) 229-1029.

DANNY’S LANDSCAPING 
AND LAWN CARE  

driveway scraping, bush 
hogging, light backhoe, 
debris removal, mowing, 

mulching, plowing. Insured, 
free estimates. Call (276) 
694-6236 or (276) 693-

8987.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED 
MECHANIC

40 hrs. Monday-Friday
Call Duncan Speed Shop

276-694-4133

JOB OPENING
The County of Patrick is 
accepting applications 

from qualified applicants 
for a Maintenance/

PSA Technician.  The 
successful candidate will 
perform technical work 
related to building and 

grounds and PSA water 
and sewer maintenance 
and repairs. Semiskilled 
knowledge of electrical, 
carpentry, plumbing and 
mechanics and operating 

light equipment is required.  
Basic welding skills are 

preferred.  The successful 
candidate must be able 

to lift 50 lbs. and perform 
physical labor. A complete 
job description is available 

on the Patrick County 
website at https://www.

co.patrick.va.us/careers.
A high school diploma 

or GED is required.  
Vocational training in 
building construction 

trades and mechanical 
system operations/

maintenance and/or an 
Associate’s degree in a 
related field is preferred. 
This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 
vacation and sick leave, 
life and health insurance, 
and retirement.  Hours will 
be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Monday through Friday.  
Overtime and weekend 
work may be required.

Patrick County 
employment applications 
may be obtained at http://

www.co.patrick.va.us/
careers or from the Patrick 

County Administration 
Office, Room 218, 106 
Rucker Street, Stuart, 
VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 
position.   Applications 

may be emailed to Donna 
Shough, HR Director, 

at dshough@co.patrick.
va.us, with a copy to 

Melissa Taylor at mtaylor@
co.patrick.va.us.  Faxed 
applications will not be 

accepted.  The position will 
remain open until filled.  
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age.  

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 

and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 

Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 

Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 

system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on 

the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + 

Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 

featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 

& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time 
Offer - FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$475+$86 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 

BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-

608-4974

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 
Government program 
for recipients of select 

programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 

WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 

Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: 

Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 

1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved 
one? Wondering about 
options like senior-living 

communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help 
take the guesswork out of 

senior care for you and your 
family. Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation consultation: 

1-844-494-0682

Farms / Fish
Live Fish for stocking ponds. 

Many varieties available. 
Free to low delivery to your 

pond.
Call Zetts Fish Farm for 

information 304-821-4496, 
304-995-9202, Cell 304-

820-6986.

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

legal 2 col x 14-1/4”
0503 0510 0517

Public Notice
The Town of Stuart will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, May 

17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Stuart Town Of-
fice, located at 100 Patrick Avenue, to solicit public input on the Fiscal 
Year 2024 Annual Budget. The proposed budget is attached for review.

For additional information, please contact Bryce Simmons, Town 
Manager at 276-694-3811. Comments can be submitted in writing to 
the Town of Stuart at PO Box 422, Stuart, VA 24171 until Wednesday, 
May 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. If you plan to attend and have any special 
needs requirements, please call the number listed above.

Town of Stuart, VA - Proposed Budget
for Fiscal Year Ending June 2024

General Fund
Revenues   FY2024

Meals Tax  395,000
Property Taxes  275,000
Business Licenses  150,000
Franchise Fees  150,000
State Sales Tax  46,000
Rental Income  45,000
Auto Decals  19,000
Cigarette Tax  15,000
Festivals  6,000
Miscellaneous Income  5,000
 Total General Fund Revenues =  $  1,106,000

Operating Expenses FY2024
Debt Retirement  64,440
Professional Services  60,000
Electricity  56,000
Materials & Supplies  51,000
Capital Expenditure Expense  50,000
Contributions  30,000
Vehicle Expense  23,000
Insurance  20,000
Repairs & Maintenance  20,000
Blight Enforcement  20,000
Telephone Expense  16,000
Office Expenses  15,000
Farmer’s Market  10,000
Dues, Licenses & Permits  10,000
Facade Program  10,000
Miscellaneous Expense  8,789
Festival Expense  6,000
Advertising & Public Notices  5,000
Postage   4,200
 Total Operating Expenses = $ 479,429

Administrative Expenses FY2024
Salaries & Wages  245,129
Group Health Insurance Expense  72,000
Payroll Taxes  28,880
Retirement Expense  11,000
Town Council Salaries  9,750
 Total Administrative Expenses = $ 366,759

Water & Sewer Fund
Revenues  FY2024

Water Fees  330,000
Sewer Fees  314,000
PSA Fees  58,900
Interest Income  10,000
 Total Water & Sewer Fund Revenues = $ 712,900

Sewer Expenses FY2024
Debt Retirement  131,808
Salaries & Wages  120,286
Materials & Supplies  60,000
Sludge Disposal Expense  46,000
Electricity  42,000
Group Health Insurance Expense  36,000
Repairs & Maintenance  28,000
Capital Expenditure Expense  25,000
Professional Services  16,875
Insurance  15,000
Retirement Expense  4,500
Payroll Taxes  4,252
Testing Fees  3,750
Telephone  3,000
 Total Sewer Expenses = $ 536,471

Water Expenses FY2024
Debt Retirement  113,580
Salaries & Wages  104,728
Materials & Supplies  60,000
Electricity  42,000
Repairs & Maintenance  27,000
Capital Expenditures Expense  25,000
Professional Services  16,875
Insurance  15,000
Group Health Insurance Expense  12,000
Payroll Taxes  4,868
Retirement Expense  4,500
Testing Fees  3,750
Telephone  3,000
Health Department Technical Fees  2,500
 Total Water Expenses = $ 434,801

Sanitation Fund
Revenues  FY2024

Garbage Fees  176,000
 Total Sanitation Fund Revenues = $ 176,000

Expenses  FY2024
Salaries & Wages  102,440
Landfill Fees  55,000
Vehicle Expense  15,000
Insurance  5,000
 Total Sanitation Fund Expenses = $ 177,440

All Funds
Revenues  FY2024

General Revenues  1,106,000
Enterprise & Utility Revenues  888,900
 Total Revenues FY2024 = $ 1,994,900

Expenses  FY2024
General Operating Expenses  479,429
Administrative Expenses  366,759
Sewer Expenses  536,471
Water Expenses  434,801
Sanitation Expenses  177,440
 Total Expenses FY2024 = $ 1,994,900

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0510 0517

The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors for paving at Patrick County Public 
Schools Administration Building, 132 North Main Street, Stuart, VA 
24171. Project includes excavating, building, and paving parking lot at 
back of building and sealing existing parking lot in front of building. 
RFP packets can be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 117 Via 
Avenue, Unit #1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted un-
til 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call 
Wayne Scott at 276-694-6984.

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

legal 2 col x 1-1/4”
0510 0517

The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors for excavation work to build new ten-
nis courts at Patrick County High School, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart, VA 
24171. RFP packets can be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 
117 Via Avenue, Unit #1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, 
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted 
until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call 
Wayne Scott at 276-694-6984.

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0510 0517

The Patrick County School Board is seeking a written Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) from licensed contractors with at least five (5) years of 
commercial experience to provide painting services at Patrick County 
Public Schools Administration Building, 132 North Main Street, Stuart, 
VA 24171. Painting to be completed by July 1, 2023. RFP packets can 
be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 117 Via Avenue, Unit 
#1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call Wayne Scott at 
276-694-6984.

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Legal 1 col x 2-3/4”
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ABC NOTICE
Smart Shop 15 VA Inc trading 
as Smart Shop, 1124 Claudville 
Hwy, Claudville, Patrick County, 
Virginia 24076-3426.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for 
a Wine and Beer off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages.
Araris Dresden / Owner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Legal 1 col x 2-3/4”
0510 0517

ABC NOTICE
Critz Grocery and Grill LLC 
trading as Critz Grocery and 
Grill, 2716 Abram Penn High-
way, Critz, Patrick County, VA 
24082-3138.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for 
a Wine and Beer Off Premise 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NETB. Mark Rogers
Auctioneer/Sale Manager

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY

www.RogersAuctionGroup.com

Commercial Acreage
Two Corner Lots in Galax, VA
E. Stuart Dr. and E.Webster St.

Bid Monday, May 22 - Friday, June 2 at Noon

VAAL #2 | 800-442-7906

Property sells AS IS. 10% Buyer’s Premium. 10% deposit by high bidder due immediately
following the auction. View details on our website.

XNSP3552

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

Delivery Will Be:
Thurs.,  June 1
Stuart 12:15 - 1:00

@ Wood’s Cold Storage
Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45

@ Southern States
Thurs., June 15

Mount Airy 3:45-4:30 
@ Southern States
“LIKE” us on Facebook!

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com
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The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors for excavation work to build new ten-
nis courts at Patrick County High School, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart, VA 
24171. RFP packets can be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 
117 Via Avenue, Unit #1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, 
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted 
until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call 
Wayne Scott at 276-694-6984.

Virginia Department
of Transportation

legal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0510 0517

The Patrick County School Board is seeking a written Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) from licensed contractors with at least five (5) years of 
commercial experience to provide painting services at Patrick County 
Public Schools Administration Building, 132 North Main Street, Stuart, 
VA 24171. Painting to be completed by July 1, 2023. RFP packets can 
be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 117 Via Avenue, Unit 
#1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call Wayne Scott at 
276-694-6984.

Virginia Department
of Transportation

legal 2 col x 1-1/4”
0510 0517

The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors to repave parking lot driveway area 
at Patrick Springs Elementary School, 75 Elementary Lane, Patrick 
Springs, VA 24133. Paving to be completed by June 30, 2023. RFP 
packets can be picked up at the Maintenance Department, 117 Via Av-
enue, Unit #1, Stuart, VA 24171, Monday through Friday, between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Proposals will be accepted until 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2023. For further information, call Wayne 
Scott at 276-694-6984.
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Virginia Department
of Transportation
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ABC NOTICE
Smart Shop 15 VA Inc trading 
as Smart Shop, 1124 Claudville 
Hwy, Claudville, Patrick County, 
Virginia 24076-3426.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for 
a Wine and Beer off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages.
Araris Dresden / Owner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Legal 1 col x 2-3/4”
0510 0517

ABC NOTICE
Critz Grocery and Grill LLC 
trading as Critz Grocery and 
Grill, 2716 Abram Penn High-
way, Critz, Patrick County, VA 
24082-3138.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for 
a Wine and Beer Off Premise 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

LEGAL

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0510 0517

STEP, Inc.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

STEP, Inc. is seeking proposals for consulting services to conduct a 
Salary Structure Study.
Questions or requests for additional information and clarifications 
should be addressed to: Kristy Pickeral, Deputy Director at kristy.pic-
keral@stepincva.com.
Deadline for submittal of proposals is 4:30 PM on Friday, May 19, 
2023. Proposals should be delivered electronically by email to: kristy.
pickeral@stepincva.com.
Respondents are solely responsible for ensuring that they have the 
current, complete version of RFP documents before submitting a pro-
posal. The most current information can be found on STEP Inc.’s web-
page: https://www.stepincva.com.
Minority and/or female owned businesses or firms are encouraged to 
apply. STEP, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

LEGAL
Legal 3 col x 8-3/4”
0510 0517

TRUSTEE’S SALE
810 DANVILLE PIKE SW RD

MEADOWS OF DAN, VA 24120
In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $78,200.00, dated November 29, 2001, 
and recorded as Instrument Number 010003076 in Patrick County land records, the appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 
Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia 24171-0148 on June 14, 2023 at 2:15 p.m., the property described in 
said deed of trust, located at the above address and more particularly described as follows:

LYING AND BEING IN BURKS FORK MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF FLOYD COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA, CONTAINING 1 ACRE, MORE OR LESS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT AN ASH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF US #58 AND BEING A CORNER TO THE 5.5 
ACRE TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND DEEDED TO RUBY G. THOMAS BY ERNEST L. 
THOMAS; THENCE WITH THE SOUTHERN EDGE OF US #58 AS IT CURVES N 86 DEG. 10’ E
A DISTANCE OF 67 FEET TO A NEW CORNER IRON STAKE; THENCE LEAVING THE SAID 
STATE HIGHWAY #58 AND A NEW DIVIDING LINE PARALLEL WITH THE SAID THOMAS 
LINE SUPPOSE TO BE S 2 DEG. 30’ W CROSSING A BRANCH A DISTANCE OF 650 FEET TO
A NEW CORNER IRON STAKE; THENCE ANOTHER NEW LINE S 86 DEG. 10’ W 67 FEET TO 
A SET STONE BEING A CORNER TO THE RUBY G. THOMAS 5.5 ACRE TRACT; THENCE WITH 
THE SAID THOMAS TRACT N. 2 DEG. 30’ E CROSSING A BRANCH BACK TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 1.00 ACRE, BE THE SAME MORE OR LESS, AND BEING A
SMALL PORTION OF THE TWO TRACTS OR PARCELS OF LAND THAT WAS CONVEYED TO 
A. M. BARNARD AND ETTIE T. BARNARD, HIS WIFE, BY DEED OF DONAVON L. STANLEY 
AND CONNIE D. STANLEY, HIS WIFE, DATED FEBRUARY 25, 1983, WHICH SAID DEED IS OF
RECORD IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FLOYD COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
IN DEED BOOK 141 AT PAGE 98; AND REFERENCE IS HERE MADE FOR ANY FURTHER 
DESCRIPTION OF THE 1.00, MORE OR LESS, TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND HEREBY 
CONVEYED. THE SAID 1.00 ACRE TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND HEREBY CONVEYED
BEING A PORTION OF BOTH THE 19-3/8 ACRE AND 29-1/2 ACRE TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND THEREIN DESCRIBED
LESS AND EXCEPT THE LAND LOCATED IN BURKS FORK MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT, IN THE 
COUNTY OF FLOYD, AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEING SHOWN AS PARCEL 111 ON SHEET 15 OF THE PLANS FOR ROUTE 58, STATE 
HIGHWAY PROJECT 0058-962-E02, RW-201, BEGINNING ON THE SOUTH (RIGHT) SIDE OF
THE ROUTE 58 EAST BOUND CONSTRUCTION BASELINE FROM THE LANDS NOW OR
FORMERLY BELONGING TO ARLIE DEAN THOMAS AND CONNIE MONTGOMERY 
THOMAS, ET AL, OPPOSITE APPROXIMATE STATION 736+48, AND ENDING ON BOTH SIDES
OPPOSITE APPROXIMATE STATION 736+48, AND ENDING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ROUTE 
58 EAST BOUND CONSTRUCTION BASELINE TO THE LANDS NOW OR FORMERLY 
BELONGING TO VERA B. SEIGLER AND CLARENCE E. SEIGLER, OPPOSITE APPROXIMATE 
STATION 736+74, AND CONTAINING 0.129 HECTARE (0.3199 ACRE), MORE OR LESS, LAND.
AND BEING A PART OF THE SAME LAND ACQUIRED AS AFORESAID BY DEED RECORDED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY.
FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND HEREIN CONVEYED, REFERENCE 
IS MADE TO PHOTOCOPY OF SHEET NO. 15, SHOWING OUTLINED IN RED THE LAND 
CONVEYED IN FEE SIMPLE, WHICH PHOTOCOPY IS HERETO ATTACHED AS A PART OF 
THIS CONVEYANCE SIMULTANEOUSLY HEREWITH IN THE STATE HIGHWAY PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 217.
The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical condition without warranty of any kind.
TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price or 10% of the original 

principal amount of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, by cashier’s or certified check required at 
time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time 
of auction. Balance of the purchase price must be paid by cashier’s check within 15 days from sale date. 
Except for Virginia Grantor tax, all settlement costs and expenses are purchaser’s responsibility. Taxes are 
pro-rated to the date of sale. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the property. If purchaser 
defaults, deposit may be forfeited and property resold at the risk and cost of the defaulting purchaser who 
shall be liable for any deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and attorney’s fees of both 
sales. If Trustee does not convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return of deposit without 
interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust including 
but not limited to determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was filed, a forbearance, repayment or other 
agreement was entered into or the loan was reinstated or paid off; in any such event this sale shall be null and 
void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall be return of deposit without interest. This communication is from a 
debt collector and is an attempt to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE:
RAS Trustee Services, LLC, 4012 Raintree Road, Suite 100A, Chesapeake, Virginia 23321
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
RAS Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee
c/o Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
11900 Parklawn Drive, Suite 310
Rockville, Maryland 20852
(844) 442-2150
(470) 321-7112
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INVITATION FOR BID
FOOD/GROCERIES/SUPPLIES

DISHMACHINE SUPPLIES AND MAINTENANCE
Patrick County Public Schools is in the process of receiving competitive sealed bids for our food service 

program. Patrick County is located in south/central Virginia, west of Martinsville. The district has an enroll-
ment of approximately 2300 students; school nutrition programs serve an average of 1450 lunch meals per 
day. Sealed bids will be received at the following address until 2:00 p.m. June 1, 2023. Bids will be opened 
at the School Nutrition Office on Monday, June 5, 2023 at 9:00 am. The decision of the contract award will 
be determined by June 15, 2023.

You may view the Invitation for Bid at www.patrick.k12.va.us. Or, email me to ask that it be sent to you 
at darlene.roqers@patrick.k12.va.us.

Patrick County Schools Nutrition Department
“FOOD and SUPPLIES BID”

P.O. Box 346
104 Rucker Street
Stuart, VA. 2417

Bids must be received prior to the date and time specified. Late bids will not be accepted.
Proposals shall be delivered in sealed envelopes that visibly identify the name of the bidder and be 

marked with “Food and Supplies Bid”
Please return the bid sheet even if you do not bid, and state the reason for not bidding. Each bid shall 

specify each and every item as set forth in the attached specifications. Any and all exceptions must be 
clearly stated in the bid.

Consideration shall be given to such matters as price, contractor integrity, compliance with public policy, 
record of past performance, and financial and technical resources.

All responsible vendors, large and small, local, faith-based, women-owned and minority-owned (SWAM) 
are encouraged to submit a proposal.

Any and all comments are sincerely encouraged prior to the bid opening. Please call Darlene Rogers, 
276-694-3836 or 276-692-4131 with any questions. You may also email darlene.roqers@patrick.k12.va.us.

P.O. Box 346 104 Rucker Street Stuart, Virginia 2417  Phone (276) 694-3163 • Fax (276) 694-3170
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-

lations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than,English. Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers 
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, 
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter 
must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about 
the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by:
1.  mail:
 U.S. Department of Agriculture
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
 Washington, DC, 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
 (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
 program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Virginia Department
of Transportation
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Notification is given that Skyline National Bank, 113 West Main 
Street, Independence, Virginia 24348 has filed an application with the 
Comptroller of the Currency on May 12, 2023, as specified in 12 CFR 
5 for permission to establish a full-service branch at 3607 JEB Stuart 
Highway, Meadows of Dan, Virginia 24120.

Any person wishing to comment on this application may file com-
ments in writing with the Southeast Region Office, Comptroller of 
the Currency, Director for District Licensing, 500 North Akard Street, 
Suite 1600, Dallas, TX 75201 or by email to Licensing@occ.treas.gov 
within 30 days of the date of this publication. 

May 17, 2023  Skyline National Bank  Independence, Virginia
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agree with the idea 
that it is possible 
to gain eternal life 

through good works 
completed on Earth. 

*Those who be-
lieve that they have 
a unique, God-given 
calling or purpose for 
their life fell from 88% 
to 46%.

*Those claiming that 
they are deeply com-
mitted to practicing 
their religious faith 
dropped from 85% in 
2020 to 50% in 2023.

*Adults attending 
an evangelical church 
is down from 28% 

pre-pandemic to 21% 
post-pandemic.

*Those who believe 
that God is the basis of 
all truth declined from 
69% in 2020 to 63% 
this year.

*There was a 9-point 
increase in the per-
centage of born-again 
Christians who believe 
that the purpose of 
life for everyone is to 
know, love and serve 
God with all their 
heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.

According to anoth-
er recent Washington 
Post poll only 57% of 
U.S. adults believe 
gender is determined 
at birth.

However, 65% say 
transgender women 
and girls should not 
be allowed to com-
pete in professional 
or collegiate sports 
with other women 
and girls, while 66% 
said the same of high 
school sports and 62% 
of youth sports.62% 
of adults supported 
so-called “gender-af-
firming counseling or 

therapy” for kids ages 
10 to 14, but 68% were 
against giving the age 
group puberty block-
ers. For transgender 
teens age 15 to 17, 
66% of adults support-
ed “gender-affirming 
counseling or therapy” 
but 58% were still op-
posed to prescribing 
puberty blocker medi-
cations. 77% of adults 
believe it is inappro-
priate for teachers to 
discuss their transgen-
der identities with stu-
dents in K-3rd grade; 
70% believe the same 
for 4th-5th grade stu-

dents and 52% for 
middle school students 
(6th-8th grade).

America’s malaise 
towards the reality 
of evil in our world is 
reinforced by the de-
liberate disobedience 
of America’s pastors 
who are willfully not 
preaching the whole 
counsel of God. There 
is no greater calling 
for pastors and no 
greater responsibility 
to God’s people than 
to elevate the truth in 
churches across our 
nation, especially in 
these discouraging and 
frightening times. The 
church must be a light 
and pastors must be 
committed to bringing 
controversial issues to 
the pulpit and to their 
congregations.

Pray for our country.
William Salser,
Stuart

Letters
(cont. from page 6A)

Stegall graduates from 
University of the Cumberlands

Lori Stegall of Stuart recently 
graduated from the University of 
the Cumberlands. 

More than 2,100 graduates cele-
brated the completion of their un-
dergraduate or graduate degrees 
from Cumberlands this spring. 
Many graduates attended com-
mencement ceremonies in person 
on the university’s Williamsburg 
campus the first weekend in May 
to celebrate their accomplish-
ments.

“Graduates, today marks a sig-
nificant milestone in your lives,” 
said Dr. Larry L. Cockrum, uni-
versity president, during the cer-
emonies. “You have persevered 
through years of hard work and 
dedication and now stand here, 
ready to take on the world. I am 
honored to congratulate each and 
every one of you on your outstand-
ing achievements.”

The Class of 2023 from Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands hailed 
from all 50 states and territories 
- as well as the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam 
- and from 21 countries around 
the world. Many diverse cultures, 
languages, and backgrounds were 
represented in the graduating 
class, all sharing a universal com-
mitment to education and deter-
mination to succeed.

Of the Class of 2023 under-
graduate students, 134 earned 
Latin honors of Cum Laude, Mag-
na Cum Laude, or Summa Cum 
Laude. A Cum Laude Latin honor 
denotes students earned a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.70 to 3.84 , Magna 
Cum Laude denotes a cumulative 
GPA of 3.85 to 3.94, and Summa 
Cum Laude denotes a cumulative 
GPA of 3.95 to 4.0.).

Twin County Regional 
Healthcare Celebrated 
National Nurses Week

Twin County Regional Healthcare (TCRH) proudly joined the American 
Nurses Association (ANA) and other healthcare organizations around the 
country in celebrating National Nurses Week May 6 – 12 to honor the 
millions of men and women in the nursing profession who have dedicated 
their lives to caring for others.

Established in 1954, National Nurses Week recognizes nurses and their 
strong commitment to and fervent compassion for their patients. The an-
nual recognition first honored the 100th anniversary of Florence Night-
ingale’s service and leadership during the Crimean War. The weeklong 
celebration ends on Nightingale’s birthday, May 12. The hospital held a 
series of events throughout the week to mark the occasion.

“Twin County is proud to celebrate our many nurses, who serve as 
dedicated and dependable caregivers for patients and their loved ones 
throughout their healthcare journey,” said William Alley, chief nursing 
officer at Twin County Regional Healthcare. Whether a routine check-up 
at your provider’s office, an outpatient visit or a trip to our emergency 
department with a hospital stay, our nurses provide compassionate, indi-
vidualized care, knowing that every patient is unique.”

Home to more than 149 nursing staff, TCRH is currently recruiting new 
members to join its team. The hospital offers competitive benefits, men-
tor-based training, nurse extern program, opportunities for advancement, 
etc. To learn more about nursing opportunities and how to join the team, 
visit TCRH.org.
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*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
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#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432 *Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/23. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Master Gardeners 
donate to 
Imagination Library

The Patrick County Master Gardeners pre-
sented a check for $500 to the Patrick County 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library on Friday 
Night before the First Friday Summer Jam 
concert. The Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary in Patrick County is up and running 
and a partnership between the Patrick Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, One Family Pro-
ductions, Step Inc, and Stuart Rotary. 

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library of 
Patrick County is the local chapter of this na-
tional program that will assist in providing 
high-quality books to children from birth to 
age five- for free. Funds raised locally by

individuals, businesses, and groups like the 
Patrick County Master Gardeners, ensure 
every child in Patrick County that meets the 
age requirements will have a book mailed to 
them each month. 

For more
information about the Dolly Parton Imag-

ination Library in Patrick County, visit the 
chamber’s website at www.patrickchamber.
com.

Pictured left to right, Sarah Wray with One Family 
Productions, Norma Bozenmayer of the Master Gardeners, 
Rebecca Adcock with Patrick County Chamber of Commerce.

Learning and teaching 
are lifelong passions 
for retired educators 

Riley Ginger

The March 6 meeting of the Patrick County 
Retired Teachers focused on Scams Against 
Older Adults. The program was presented by 
Riley Ginger from the Better Business Bu-
reau in Roanoke. She discussed what makes 
seniors more vulnerable to scams, types of 
scams that target seniors, how to spot scams, 
and scam prevention tips. She also provided 
resources from the Better Business Bureau. 
The public was invited to attend this infor-
mative program.

Betty Perry, President; Sue Bleckley; and 
Phyllis Eastridge from the Patrick County 
unit attended the Virginia Retired Teach-
ers Association Spring Delegate Assembly in 
Richmond April 17-19.  

The retired teachers are participating in 
the Dolly Pardon Imagination Library pro-
viding books to Patrick County children from 
birth to age 5 for the purpose of improving 
reading test scores and will be presenting a 
scholarship to a 2023 graduating senior who 
plans to enter the field of education.

Congressional 
staff plan visit

Congressman Morgan Griffith’s Ninth Dis-
trict staff will be in Henry and Patrick coun-
ties on May 24.

Henry County - 10 – 11:30 a.m., Henry Coun-
ty Administration Building, Summerlin Room, 
3300 Kings Mountain Road, Martinsville. 

Patrick County - 12:30 -- 2 p.m., Patrick 
County Administration Building, Conference 
Room, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart.

Call the Christiansburg Office at (540) 381-
5671 or the Abingdon Office at (276) 525-1405 
with any questions.

Mother’s Day crafts and fun at the library

To celebrate Mother’s Day, children’s librarian Sam Edmundson read children’s books, “You be Mommy,” by 
Karla Clark and “Mother Bruce,” by Ryan H Higgins to the children at Storytime.

Master Gardeners Jess Hines, Norma Bozenmayer and 
Revonda Gilbert led a program decorating flower pots and 
planting them with beautiful portulaca for a special gift for 
moms.

Master Gardeners Jess Hines, Norma Bozenmayer and Revonda Gilbert led a program decorating flower pots and planting 
them with beautiful portulaca for a special gift for moms.

The children were then treated to a Scavenger Hunt in the 
garden designed by Jess Hines. Check the Box at the Books 
Blooms and Bugs Garden for activities and gardening 
information.

The completed colored scavenger hunt can be placed in 
library seed donation box to be entered in a drawing for a 
gardening prize.
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Bushels & Barrels set for its ninth year on June 16-17

Learning Garden one of five in 
Virginia to receive mini grant

The Patrick County Master Gar-
deners received a $1,000 micro-
grant for their Learning Garden, 
‘Neighbors Feeding Neighbors,” on 
Tudor Orchard Road. The grant was 
the result of Ed Coleman’s efforts 
in writing a detailed description of 
the garden’s three year operation 
that offers free monthly gardening 
workshops to the community as 
well as maintains a demonstration 
garden, growing and donating or-
ganically grown food to local food 
pantries and the soup kitchen. 

The project was recognized by 
the state Virginia Extension office 
based on the Patrick County Mas-

ter Gardeners’ strong dedication to 
the EMG mission of sharing knowl-
edge and empowering communities   

The recognition was one of only 
five given for the entire state of Vir-
ginia. 

The 2nd Learning Garden work-
shop of the 2023 season was held 
Saturday to a large number of inter-
ested gardeners. Topics were com-
panion planting, building raised 
beds and container gardening. 

The next workshop on June 3 will 
focus on growing berries. It begins 
at 10 a.m. at 1208 Tudor Orchard 
Road.

Master Gardener Ed Coleman greets visitors 
to the learning garden.

Master Gardener Ginnie Conway describes 
the process of building a raised bed garden.

Master Gardeners Chelsea Perez and Rita 
Browning lead a companion planting game.

Master Gardener Barbara Reichard 
demonstrates Bag Container Gardening.

Bushels & Barrels Local Food, 
Wine & Beer Festival will take place, 
as always, on the third weekend in 
June at the Reynolds Homestead in 
Critz, Virginia. With a farm-to-table 
dinner on Friday evening, homebrew 
competition, and music all evening 
on Saturday, there is something 
for everyone at this family-friendly 
event. 

This collaborative production be-
tween Reynolds Homestead and 
One Family Productions continues 
to grow, hosting a stellar lineup of 
local and regional acts. Last year 
saw the opening of a second perfor-
mance area for musicians, and this 
year, that stage will feature two art-

ists in addition to the three on the 
main stage. 

Folk-rock band Time Sawyer has 
performed on the stages of some of 
the Southeast’s most iconic festivals. 
The band name reflects the pull be-
tween the past and the future, and 
the songs call out the attitudes and 
behaviors that lead to divisions and 
do what might seem impossible– 
holds listeners accountable, but at 
the same time, draws them in and 
makes them feel good about what we 
all have in common.

For the past decade, The Judy 
Chops have been carving out their 
niche in the Virginia music scene 
by delivering heartfelt, passionate 

live shows with charm 
and grace. This musi-
cal family has grown 
from a four-piece roots 
music act to a sev-
en-piece “Americana 
Brassband” that The 
Huffington Post laud-
ed as “genre-defying!” 
Combining elements of 
blues, rock, swing, soul, 
and classic country, 
this group of musical 
chameleons appeals to 
audiences young and 
old with their modern 
take on vintage sounds.

Eclectic, famil-
ial folk-rock group 
Striking Copper ef-
fortlessly combines 
rhythm-driven rock, 
haunting vocal ar-
rangements, and har-

mony-rich Americana. 
Led by powerhouse 
copper-haired twins, 
iconic front-women 
Allie and Jacquie Lee 
are inspiring trend-
setters and natural 
performers who own 
every moment of the 
limelight. The band 
has built an incredible 
fan base over the years 
with tours spanning 
the Eastern Shore. An 
intriguing contrast of 
light and dark, femi-
nine and masculine, 
their lyrics bleed pas-
sion, drawing from hu-
manity with an unde-
niable vulnerability.  

Patrick County na-
tive Chris Owens has 
been singing and play-

ing guitar for over half 
his life and in a variety 
of genres, and his solo 
project Oh, Christo-
pher is an outlet for his 
incredible song writing 
and engaging stage 
presence. According 
to Chris, the hallmark 
of a good songwriter 
is the ability to pen 
lyrics in which listen-
ers can see and feel 
themselves, and in his 
recent album he has 
captured that talent 
exactly. Evoking emo-
tion and painting a viv-
id and relatable story, 
each tune Chris deliv-
ers feels like home. 

If Jerry Garcia and 
Tom Waits made an 
Appalachian music 

duo, it might sound a 
little like The Brown 
Mountain Lightning 
Bugs. Hailing from 
Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, Zack and 
Kendra Harding blend 
the traditional with the 
trippy to create origi-
nal music they like to 
call “folk(ish).” Official-
ly formed in 2016, the 
two have played exten-
sively throughout the 
Southeast. The Brown 
Mountain Lightning 
Bugs aims to create a 
concoction of sounds 
that gets a lot of toes 
tapping and heads bob-
bing, and maybe make 
a few friends along the 
way. 

Bushels & Barrels 

is pleased to have the 
support of Clark Gas & 
Oil again this year in 
bringing the farm-to-ta-
ble dinner to Reynolds 
Homestead on Friday, 
June 16. Featuring mu-
sic by local jazz ensem-
ble Five Brothers and a 
catered dinner by Pick-
le & Ash, this enchant-
ing evening is always 
a community favorite. 
This dinner is sure to 
sell out, so secure tick-
ets early.

The annual No Busi-
ness Mountain Home-
brew Competition is 
an invitation for hobby 
brewers from around 
the area to submit their 
beers for review and 
the opportunity to gain 

valuable feedback as 
well as prizes. Informa-
tion for the homebrew 
competition can be 
found at bushelsand-
barrels.com.

Bushels & Bar-
rels Local Food, Wine 
& Beer Festival is a 
well-established part of 
Patrick County’s festi-
val collection and prom-
ises to deliver a stellar 
experience again this 
year. Tickets are on 
sale now for the events 
on June 16 and 17 
and can be purchased 
at www.bushelsand-
barrels.com. There are 
a variety of ticket levels 
and bundles available, 
including a designated 
driver option. 
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NOTICE
All announcements to be included 

in the Community Calendar must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the 
week before publish date. Items 
are published as space permits. 
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 
Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 
by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. 
All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/licenses/. 
VA License Number:†2705029944.

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 

1.844.902.4611
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 6/30/2023

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  
when tackling your roof!

Before After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, health 
workers and fi rst responders

10%  OFF
ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
60%  OFF

LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! 
SAVE!SAVE! Lindsey Puckett

ASSOCIATE BROKER

21521 JEB Stuart Hwy, PO Box 823, Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 732-6544
LPuckett@fourriversva.com
www.lindseypuckett.com

Meetings

Wednesday, May 17
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. in 
the town office.

Monday, May 22
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Events

Thursday, May 18
The Vesta/Meadows of Dan Alzheimer’s Group 
will hold a special meeting at 7 p.m. in the Vesta 
Community Center, located at 149 Community 
Lane in Vesta. The purpose of this special ses-
sion is to decide on meeting times for that group.

The Patrick County Republican Committee 
meeting begins at 6 pm. In the Motorsports Hall 
of Fame Auditorium, 212 Johnson St., Stuart. 
Delegate Wren Williams will offer an update.  

Friday, May 19
The Stuart Farmers Market will be open from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Local grown items such as cool 
season crops will be available. Baked items, 
meats, eggs, coffee and more. 

The Woolwine Methodist Church Food Truck 
will be at the Fairystone VFD from 3-5 p.m.

Saturday, May 20
The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold an Appre-
ciation Day/Cruise-In.  A day for the Ararat 
Community Club to express our thanks to our 
local first responders (EMS/Fire/Police), veter-
ans, and community members.  Hot dogs will be 
served during the cruise-in from 10am-2pm at 
the club building, located at 4711 Ararat High-
way in Ararat, VA.

The Moorefield Store Community Volunteer Fire 
Department will hold a hamburger steak dinner 
from 4-7 p.m. 

The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 
hold a country breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m. Dine-
in prices are $10 for an adult plate and $5 for a 
child plate. All take out plates are $10 each. To 
place an order, call (276) 930-2113.

Sunday, May 21
“Virginia’s Lost Appalachian Trail” book talk by 
Mills Kelly, author/professor of history at GMU. 
Patrick County Historical Museum, 116 W. Blue 
Ridge St., Stuart.  2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday-Wednesday, May 23-24
The Amish community in Meadows of Dan will 
hold a benefit to help support their school and 
church, at the former Meadows of Dan Farm 
Service, 2934 Jeb Stuart Highway, in Mead-
ows of Dan, starting at 4 p.m. and ending at 7 
p.m. or while supplies last. The meal includes 
BBQ Chicken, baked beans, Amish noodles, Cole 
slaw, pie & ice cream. Donations will be accept-
ed per person for the meal.
An auction also begins at 5 p.m., and includes 
items that have not been cataloged since the 
group purchased the former tractor building. 
The auction continues Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., 
and features items that have been cataloged. 
Food will be available for purchase that day as 
well, including hamburgers, hot dogs, and fresh 
cut French fries.

Friday, May 26
The Stuart Farmers Market will be open from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Local grown items such as cool 
season crops will be available. Baked items, 
meats, eggs, coffee and more. 

Friday, May 26
The Stuart Farmers Market will be open from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Local grown items such as cool 
season crops will be available. Baked items, 
meats, eggs, coffee and more. 

Saturday, May 27
The Meadows of Dan High School Alumni meet-
ing and covered dish will be held at the Mead-
ows of Dan Elementary School cafeteria. Doors 
will open at 5 p.m. and the covered dish dinner 
will start at 6 p.m. with the meeting to follow. 
Alumni and anyone that attended Meadows of 
Dan school are welcome to attend. For more in-
formation, call Betty Banks at (276) 952-2674.

Sunday, May 28
The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard, American Legion Post 105 and the VFW 
Posts in Patrick Springs and Meadows of Dan 
will hold a Memorial Day celebration at the Ga-
zebo in DeHart Park at 3 p.m. All veterans and 
their families and the general public are invited 
to attend. People should bring their own chairs.

Saturday, June 3
The Patrick Henry Volunteer Fire Department 
will hold a hamburger steak dinner fundraiser 
from 4-7 p.m. The meal will include a hamburg-
er steak, slaw, baked beans, roll, dessert, and a 
drink for $10. The meals can be eat-in or take 
out. To place an order, call (276) 629-7677.

Monday, June 5 
The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC will 
meet at 7 p.m. in the basement of Hill Tax Ser-
vice in Stuart. At this meeting the group will 
begin holding free monthly seminars that aim 
to inform and equip relatives of those suffering 
with Alzheimer’s and other caregivers.

Ongoing 

Monday Market at Fairy Stone State Park, Mon-
days 5 - 7 p.m. at picnic shelters 3 & 4. Vendors 
accept cash only.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or 
just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the LEGO 
Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. This program is mainly intended for school 
age children. For more information, call the li-
brary at (276) 694-3352.

The Ararat Ruritan Club hosts virtual raffles 
on its Facebook page on the first of each month. 
For more information, go to Facebook.com/Ara-
ratRuritanClub or contact the club via email at 
AraratRuritanClub@gmial.com or Kevin Smith 
at 276-229-6493.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held 
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Quilted Colors. For more information, call 276-
694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.
com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
hits the pavements along the sidewalks in town 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-4:30 
p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club (BARC) and the 
Region Four Auxiliary Communication network 
(AUXCOMM) meetings are at 6:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., respectively, on the 4th Thursday of each 
month at the First Christian Church in Galax. 
Visit www.briarpatcharc.com for more informa-
tion.

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.
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   (Former) Meadows Of Dan Farm Service
Former New Holland Dealership Liquidation

May 23 & 24, 2023
MULTIPLE RING, LIVE ON-SITE & ONLINE

2934 Jeb Stuart Hwy. ■ Meadows Of Dan, VA 24120

Specializing in
Liquidations

330.845.8485
AirWorksAuc tion.com

sales@air work sauc t ion.com

SALE ORDER

Multiple Ring Auction
Tractors, Diesel Engines, Implements & Attachments, 
Shelving, Generators, Service Tools & Equipment and 
much more

Scan for Photos 
& Online BiddingTuesday May 23rd • 5:00 PM Ring 1

Hand Tools, Power Tools, Vises, Chains, Smaller Items

Wednesday May 24th • 9:00 AM • Ring 1
Garden Tractors, Heavy Equipment, Diesel Engines, All Outside Rows

Wednesday May 24th • 9:30 AM • Ring 2
New Generators, Saws, Service Shop Equip., Canopies, Roll Bars, Seats

Wednesday May 24th • 10:00 AM • Ring 3
Hand Tools Power Tools, Shelving, Miscellaneous Contents

4-6 p.m. Chicken
BBQ Dinner

AUCTION TERMS
Cash, Check, Credit Card, Wire Transfer. 10% Buyer’s 

Premium-Onsite, 15% Buyer’s Premium-Online & Max 
Bid Program

Pick Up/ Load Out: All items must be picked up 7 days 
after auction unless other arrangements are made. 

Free loading by owner via forklift.
Palletizing and crating available at a cost.

C A L L  F O R  A  F U L L  C ATA LO G
3 3 0 . 8 4 5 . 8 4 8 5

M A X  B I D  P R O G R A M - C A L L  F O R  D E TA I L S
3 3 0 . 8 4 5 . 8 4 8 5

200+ Buckets

Diesel Tractor

200+ Shelving Units

ON-SITE LIQUIDATION AUCTION
Tractor Parts & Access., Parts Manuals, Implements & 

Attachments, Repair Shop Equip. & Tools, Shelving

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
Accepting Ag & Construction Equipment Consignments For This Auction

30+ Rebuilt Diesels

IT’S HARD TO TELL WHO’S THE REAL RINO IN THE ROOM. 
RINO doesn’t refer to a great horned beast (Rhino) but something 
possibly even more dangerous… a Republican In Name Only! 

RINO’s intentionally mislead voters claiming to hold 
conservative Republican values while simultaneously 
embracing conflicting selfish, unrealistic, liberal, or even 
frivolous ideas. Thankfully their actions are reliable indicators. 
For example, constantly blaming everyone else for their 
failures, ineffectiveness, and the inability to work with 
others, suggests they want their actions to be somehow 
considered normal. 

Their VOTING RECORD is also a good indicator of where they stand: 
• Del. Marie March voted against the Republican party’s majority 32% of the time in the 2022 regular session.* 
• Mrs. March voted against the Republican party’s majority 21% of the time in the 2023 regular session. ** 
• Mrs. March voted in the minority in each of the following 2022-2023 (100 member) house votes: *** 

o HB 1446 - 95 to 2 - Minimum nursing home staffing requirements. 
o HB 1617 – 85 to 7 - State Gaming regulations. 
o HB 1779 – 93 to 6 - Nuclear Grant funding. 
o HB 2098 – 91 to 7 - Common interest communities right to refuse. 
o HB 2224 – 95 to 3 – Newborn Screening. 
o SB 1183 – 96 to 2 – Fingerprint database. 
o SB 1343 – 95 to 4 – DMV Online access. 
o SB 1350 – 90 to 6 – Liquid Nicotine licensing. 

HINT: If you often find yourself REPEATEDLY voting against your own REPUBLICAN party, 
YOU’RE THE RINO! 

VOTE DELEGATE WREN WILLIAMS JUNE 20TH ! 
For more information or to find out how you can help PatCoVA PAC continue to deliver timely, factual information to local voters, please visit our Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/PatrickCountyPAC . 

Information sources:  https://www.vpap.org/legislators/374469-marie-march/list-votes/caucus_party/?session=32 * https://www.vpap.org/legislators/374469-marie-march/?session=34 ** 
https://www.vpap.org/  *** 

Paid for by PatCoVA Pac Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. 

Historical Society to host Appalachian Trail author

In an upcoming special event, the Patrick 
County Historical Society welcomes T. Mills 
Kelly, history professor at George Mason Uni-
versity, to talk about his recently published 
book, “Virginia’s Lost Appalachian Trail.”  
Kelly’s research brings to us the remarkable 
story of the founding of the original Appala-
chian Trail that runs from Georgia to Maine, 
but his particular emphasis is on the 300-mile 
section that runs through Virginia.

As Kelly notes, the “original” trail once 

passed through Patrick County on its way 
north and south, a fact not realized by most 
modern hikers on the current route. Dr. Kel-
ly has explored most of the original trail and 
has interviewed many hikers and dozens of 
people who lived in the area it traversed. 
Some early hikers noted not only the scenic 
beauty of the trail in Patrick, but the rugged 
climbing involved on some parts of their trek 
hereabouts as well. Kelly will explain some 
of the reasons why the trail was eventually 
relocated also.  

Besides his career as a teacher and histori-
an, Kelly is an avid hiker himself.  He has a 
good feel for the natural environment associ-
ated with the trail, the early hikers who took 
on the difficult journey, and the local people 
who often welcomed and accommodated those 
“oddly dressed strangers” with food and lodg-
ings as they passed nearby. 

A light reception will follow the program 
and books will be available to purchase from 
the author. The program will be at 2:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 21 at the history museum, 
116 West Blue Ridge Street in Uptown Stu-
art. Contact the museum at 276-694-2840 or 
society president, John Reynolds, at 276-957-
2506 for more information. (Contributed pho-
tos)
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ONLINE AUCTIONS

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer

Lic# 2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office

2016 - 2022”

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA
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2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
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Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
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email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
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This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com
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New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
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Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Thursday, May 18th @ 4 PM
Beautiful Farmland with Pond for Sale!

TBD Hunters Ridge Rd, Dugspur, VA 24325
Attention all aspiring farmers and land enthusiasts! Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity 
to own +/- 81 acres of prime farmland with a pond and breathtaking views in Dugspur VA. 
This stunning property features fertile farmland providing ample opportunities for various crops 
and livestock. The included pond adds to the property’s appeal, providing a potential water 
source for irrigation or livestock watering. The panoramic views from the property are simply 
breathtaking, offering a serene and tranquil setting for farming and enjoying the outdoors. 
It features many beautiful building sites for your dream home or recreational cabin! Small 
wooded section in the back of the property was recently timbered. Located in Dugspur, VA, this 
property offers a peaceful and rural setting while still being conveniently accessible Hillsville VA 
and Floyd VA.  It is also within an easy commute to I-77 and within 30 minutes of Mt Airy NC. 
Whether you’re a seasoned farmer looking to expand your operations, or someone looking to 
fulfill their dream of owning recreational or farmland, this property is a must see. Don’t miss out 
on this unique opportunity to own 81 acres of prime farmland in Carroll County VA. Mark your 
calendars for the upcoming real estate auction and be prepared to bid on this fantastic property!
Restrictions – Property will be subject to deed restrictions. See Bidder Packet.  Deed Restrictions are No Feed Lots, No Trailer Parks, No Junk Cars, No Shooting Ranges, No Goat, 
Chicken or Pig Farm Feed Lots, No Manufacturing or Industrial uses.
 
Access - Owners will give new buyers a temporary right of way for one year after closing to access the property through their driveway at 1517 Hunters Ridge Rd, Dugspur VA. This 
access may be used for previewing the property. Permanent access will be by 50’ strip extending from Hunters Ridge Rd. Buyer will need to build access road along this strip. Refer 
to bidder packet for maps showing temporary and future access.

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker & Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com 
 
Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close on or before July 3rd, 2023. 
Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

This wooded tract of land located in Floyd VA is being offered at Online Auction. Featuring +/- 
24.84 acres of all wooded land close to the Little River. Great location near Route 8 in Floyd 
VA making it easily accessible for commuting to Christiansburg, Blacksburg and Radford VA. 
Just minutes from the town of Floyd VA!  Perfect for all nature and outdoor enthusiasts!  This 
great piece of land is located in the heart of Floyd, VA. Nestled among the lush greenery 
and pristine wilderness, this wooded tract of land spans across approximately 24.84 acres, 
providing you with ample space to create your dream getaway or build your own private 
country home. Would also be ideal for use as a hunting or fishing retreat.  The location of this 
property is unbeatable, situated near the Little River and near Route 8 in Floyd VA, it offers 
easy access to the town of Floyd, Christiansburg, Blacksburg, and Radford VA. Whether 
you’re a hunting or fishing enthusiast or simply enjoy the great outdoors, this land is perfect 
for you. If you’re looking for a peaceful retreat away from the hustle and bustle of city life, 
don’t miss your chance to own this recreational land tract in Floyd VA.
 
Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker & Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or gallimore.matt@gmail.com or Contact Realtor Jason Underwood at 540-230-9516 or 
underwoodlandman@gmail.com
 
Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required by 5 pm (May 24th, 2023). Close on or before 
July 10th, 2023. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Be sure to register 
to bid early to ensure you receive notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder Information Pack for 
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Ends Tuesday, May 23rd at 4 PM
Wooded Recreational Land for Auction!

TBD Sowers Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Thursday, May 25th @ 4 PM
Commercial Investment Property for Sale!
2651 Carrollton Pike, Woodlawn VA 24343

This property features nice open and wooded acreage in the Woodlawn VA area of Carroll 
County VA. Featuring +/- 6.36 acres in two adjoining tracts, this property would be a great 
investment or commercial property! In a great location adjoining the Johnson Chevrolet 
Dealership off of Carrollton Pike in Woodlawn VA. Has an old singlewide on the property of no 
value. Prime location for building a business or just a convenient residence. Easy commute to 
Galax and Hillsville VA. Very convenient for traveling to NC or WV via nearby I-77. Don’t miss 
your opportunity to own this prime investment property!
 
Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker & Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@
gmail.com; You can also contact Realtor Levi Cox at 540-230-7162 or email LeviCox87@
gmail.com
 
Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to seller 
confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you receive 
notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, 
purchase contract and maps.

PENDING
Pre-Auction Offer Accepted

Ends Thursday, May 4th at 4 PM
Large Wooded Land Tract for Auction!

TBD Slaughter Dr., Axton, VA 24054
 111.98 +/- acres of prime wooded hunting land in Henry County VA. 

Located near Martinsville VA and Danville VA

SOLD!
Pre-Auction Offer Accepted

Ends Thursday April 6th @ 4 PM
Creek Front Land for sale in Woolwine VA

Woolwine Hwy, Woolwine, VA 24185
Beautiful +/- 65.79 acre recreational property available for sale at auction.
 This property is located in the Woolwine Community of Patrick County VA, 

situated between the towns of Stuart and Floyd VA.

SOLD!
Ended Thursday, February 23rd @ 4 PM

Creek Front Land for Sale in Franklin County VA!
TBD Truevine Rd, Penhook, VA 24137

This property features 30.29 acres in Penhook VA. The property
 Has approximately 2000’ of frontage on Snow Creek and

 is mostly wooded with a small cleared area. 

SOLD!
Ended Wednesday, March 8th @ 4 PM
Affordable Land for Sale in Bassett VA!
TBD Warehouse St. Bassett VA 24055

 This property features 57.09 acres of wooded land. 
It is located close to the Smith River and Philpott Lake. 

AUCTIONS WORK!

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com


