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Firefighters treated for heat exhaustion Thursday

By Debbie Hall

Several firefighters responding to an after-
noon fire call were treated for heat exhaustion
Thursday, according to a report from the scene.

Dispatchers received the call reporting a
structure fire at 150 Riverside Drive in Stuart
around 2:55 p.m.

Fire crews arriving at the scene found a single
brick home with smoke coming from both ends
of the attic. Firefighters gained access to the at-
tic and extinguished the fire. The home received
heavy damage to the kitchen area as well as the
wall behind the cook stove and ceiling.

Fire crews throughout the county responded
to the call, including those from Stuart Fire,
Patrick Springs, Patrick County Emergency
Services, Fairystone, and Moorefield Store vol-
unteer fire departments.

While working to extinguish the blaze be-
tween 3 and 4 p.m., firefighters were challenged
by the extreme heat as temperatures spiked
well above 90 degrees. Several were treated for
heat exhaustion by members of the Jeb Stuart
Rescue Squad.

The Virginia State Police are investigating

the blaze, which was
one of multiple events

on Thursday.
Early Thursday,
around 8:50 a.m.,

crews also responded
to a call on U.S. 58, ac-
cording to a report from
the scene. Two women
were riding their bikes
on the westbound side
of U.S. 58, just before
the stoplight near

Wendy’s, when one of
the women was struck
by an 18-wheeler.

The woman suffered from road rash and right
leg pain. She was checked out by Stuart First
Responders and Patrick County EMS Services,
and then transported by Jeb Stuart Rescue
Squad.

The call to report a kitchen fire came in
around 2:40 p.m. Stuart Fire and Patrick Coun-
ty Emergency Services crews responded to the
blaze at 210 Patrick Avenue. The stove in the

Pictured is a home on Riverside Drive in Stuart. Several firefighters responding to the
Thursday call were treated for heat exhaustion. (Contributed)

kitchen caught fire, and while fire crews quick-
ly extinguished the blaze, the apartment sus-
tained heavy smoke. Fire crews placed a smoke
ejector fan in the apartment and were working
to clear out the smoke when the call to the house
fire was received, according to a report from the
scene.

Firefighters were working to clear the smoke
from an apartment when they were summoned
to the house fire.

After more than 20 years of service to the county, EDA chairman Bill Clark will not seek

reappointment when his current term ends in August.

Clark to step down from EDA

Staff Reports

A couple has been
arrested following the
theft of a 47 hp Kubota
tractor and bush hog,
according to Patrick
County Sheriff Dan
Smith.

John Albert Nester,
51, of 20 VFW Road,
Patrick Springs, was
arrested July 24 and
charged with grand
larceny, obtain mon-
ey/merchandise under

Two held in connection
with tractor, bush hog theft

John Albert Nester Tanya Leahann Branch

By Taylor Boyd
After serving more
than 20 years on the

Patrick County Eco-
nomic  Development
Authority (EDA)

Board, Bill Clark, its
chairman, will not seek
reappointment when
his current term ex-
pires in August.

“My kids are grown,

Mary’s (his wife’s) kids
are grown, our parents
are both gone, and
we have this golden
window of opportuni-
ty where we both still
have our health, we
love to travel,” Clark
said.

Additionally, “I'm in
the process of buying
a house in Florida, and

I'm divesting myself
of as many responsi-
bilities as I can so I
can enjoy life while
this golden window is
open,” he said.

A belief in term lim-
its also influenced his
decision.

“If T truly believe in
term limits, my term

(See Clark p. 7)

false pretense, and lar-
ceny with intent to sell.
Tanya Leahann
Branch, 42, of 911 Fla-
mingo Road, was ar-
rested on July 22 and
charged with the same
offenses of grand larce-
ny, obtain money/mer-
chandise under false
pretense, and larceny
with intent to sell.

The tractor was al-
legedly stolen approx-
imately a week earli-
er from a location on
Taylor View Road, the
sheriff said.

Smith said the inves-
tigation showed that
after the tractor was
stolen, a man alleged-
ly “negotiated a deal
to trade the tractor for

money and merchan-
dise,” while a woman
allegedly “participated
by providing trans-
portation throughout
the duration of the of-
fense.”

Nester is being held
without bond and
Branch is being held
on a $5,000 secured
bond.

Gathering nectar

on a summer day

A Hummingbird Moth uncurls its tongue to gather nectar from flowers at Kathy Conner’s home in Stuart. Conner enjoys taking and sharing photos of the creatures attracted to the

wide array of plants in her backyard.

Drake to serve as shared grant writer

By Taylor Boyd

Charles Drake is ready to make a difference
and help the county in any way he can after
starting his new role as a grant writer on July
10. The position will be shared by the county
and school division.

Schools Superintendent Jason Wood said the
school division is paying the salary and bene-
fits for the position, and deducting half of that
amount from the quarterly School Resources Of-
ficer (SRO) payment it sends to the county.

Drake’s “office is in the school board office,
however, he is splitting time between both the
county and the school division and looking for
grant opportunities that would benefit us both,”
Wood said.

Interim County Administrator Tim Hall said
the position will be split 50/50 with the school
board.

Drake, 50, said he applied for the post because
he felt it would give him an opportunity to make
a difference.

“I know how important it is to obtain those
kinds of grants, or different types of grants, and
how it impacts the community, and the folks in
the community,” he said.

Drake previously worked for the Rowan Coun-
ty Health Department in North Carolina and
Smart Start Rowan, where he was involved in
the grant writing process.

In this role, Drake will be responsible for find-
ing and applying for grants to benefit the county
and the school division, with some possibly over-
lapping and benefiting both sides.

“They came together in this decision,” Drake
said. “They had some opportunities they want-
ed to take advantage of with some grants, but
they didn’t quite have the staffing to make that
happen. So, they had decided to invest in the po-
sition and try to obtain enough grants to make
it worthwhile for sure for the cost of the salary
and benefits.”

Drake said his secondary duty will be collabo-

(See County p. 7)

Charles Drake started as the shared Patrick County and
Patrick County School division grant writer on July 10.
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Hi Patrick,

Well, we had a rough
Saturday for the Uptown
Cruise-In. We had sever-
al cars come and fill Main
Street. Rotary had got-
ten the stage, booked the
band, and we were ready
to go... and “boom,” the sky
fell. Rain, rain, and more
rain. It was a washout!

I do want to thank ev-
eryone who came out to
support us. The various
car owners, the Patrick

Tourism Talks

Bryce Simmons and the
Town of Stuart crew, Su-
perintendent of Schools
Jason Woods, Wren Wil-
liams, with Schneider &
Williams Law  Offices,
the Entire Main Street
Businesses, Wayne Kirk-
patrick and the Rotary
Club, the Tourism Ad-
visory Council and You,
our faithful citizens for
working together. If I have
missed someone, charge it
to my head, not my heart.

We will continue push-
ing forward to bring more
activities, events, and
shows to our lovely county,
continue traditions, and
pick up some that have
slipped by the wayside. So
again, Thank you, Patrick
County. We got this. So,
join us. “Come Get Lost
and Find Yourself Here.”

I will talk to you soon.

James Houchins, Di-
rector of Tourism (Ghouch-
ins@co.patrick.va.us)

Amos Named to Sherman
College Spring 2023 Dean’s List

Matthew Amos of Stu-
art, VA, has been named
to Sherman College of
Chiropractic’'s  Dean’s
List for grades earned
during the Spring 2023
academic quarter.

Dean’s List students
have achieved a grade
point average of at least
3.5 for the quarter.
Sherman College of
Chiropractic  provides
students with a compre-

hensive education, pre-
paring them to enter the
field as doctors of chiro-
practic who are highly
skilled, compassionate,
ethical and successful.

Card of Thanks

The family of Dale Pend-
leton would like to thank
each person who showed
such tremendous support,
sympathy, and kindness
during this difficult time.

We wish to thank our
dedicated and committed
extended family, neighbors,
and friends who visited
us, helped, and supported
us every step of the way.
Thank you to everyone who

itation and demonstrated
such an outpouring of love
for the Pendleton family.
To the many others who
helped by preparing meals,
sending flowers and cards,
helping arrange details of
the funeral and memorial
service, and a thousand
other things that we can’t
begin to list here, thank
you. Also thank you for the
generous donations to the

We are comforted know-
ing that all Dale’'s work
family, high school friends
and acquaintances thought
so much of him. To every
one of you who has been
in our lives in some way
we are deeply grateful for
your support. Dale will be
missed beyond expression
by all who loved him.

Dale Ellis Pendleton

January 14, 1953

County 4H Marksmen, Iam grateful to all of you. came to the funeral and vis- Plasters Family Cemetery. dJune 12, 2023

‘NEW LOCATION, SAME QUALITY SERVICE
Now Located at 22199 Jeb Stuart Highway, Stuart, Va.
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Lambert Realty

Ends Thursday, Sept. 7th @ 4 PM Ends Friday, August 4th at 3 PM

Building Lot with View for Sale in Meadows of Dan VA TBD Woolwine Hwy & Dogwood Mountain Ln.,
TBD Edgeview Dr., Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

One of these ladies is camera shy, the other is
not. Can you guess which is which?

The pit mix looking directly at the camera
was found on Fayerdale Dr. and is waiting to
be reclaimed. She has such a sweet face that we
think someone must be missing her.

This shepherd mix is about a year old and
adorable as can be. She has a gentle face and is
available for adoption.

Call the Patrick County Public Animal Shel-
ter (PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259, or visit to see
other available pets. You can also check out the
shelter’s Facebook page. Adoption fees are $10
and include spay/neuter and rabies vaccination.

Stuart, VA Office « 276-694-2646

Owner/Broker, Johnny Lambert
Licensed in Virginia and North Carolina
Visit us at www.uclambertrealty.com

April Turman Webb
276-235-3149

Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Shane Vernon
276-692-5442

Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

! y.

Check out this beautiful building lot in Meadows of Dan VA! Property
features +/- 3.165 acres of wooded land. There are underground utilities
in place. The property has one of the best views in the area! With some
clearing, this would be an ideal spot for your dream home in the Blue
Ridge Mountains. Property is in the Edgeview Mountain Estates. Located
minutes from the Blue Ridge Parkway, Chateau Morrisette Winery, Mabry
Mill, and Rocky Knob. The towns of Floyd, Hillsville, and Stuart VA are all
within a short 30+ minute commute. Come build your dream home here

Are you searching for land for sale in Patrick County VA? Look no further! This
incredible opportunity features +/- 23 acres of pristine wooded land, divided
into 7 tracts ranging from 2 - 5.5 acres. The properties are near the Blue Ridge
Parkway, Floyd VA, and Stuart VA. Whether you are seeking a mountain getaway,
a recreational retreat or an ideal building site, these tracts have it all. Purchase
one or multiple to get your desired amount of acreage. Don’t let this opportunity
slip away!

and enjoy country living in the Blue Ridge Mountains! Oﬁering #1: 2'025 ac Oﬁering #4: 4.988 ac
Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at Oﬂer!ng #2: 2.647 ac Oﬁer!ng HEE LR
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required on day of sale. Offerlng #3: 2.045 ac Offerlng #6: 3.123 ac

Close on or before October 23rd, 2023. Subject to seller confirmation.
Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected
to complete their own due diligence. Please note that during the last
two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically
extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to
ensure you receive notifications regarding any changes to the Auction,
Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder
Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract
and maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

Offering #7: 2.851 ac

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 per tract required on day of sale. Close on
or before September 19th, 2023. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as
is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due
diligence. Tracts are being offered individually and if bidder wishes to purchase
multiple tracts, bidder will need to be the high/winning bidder on both offerings.
Auction starts ending at 3 PM on August 4th, 2023. Please note that during the last
two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended
an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you receive
notifications regarding any changes to the auction, bidder packet, and/or any pre-
auction offers received. Download Bidder Information Packet for complete terms
and conditions, purchase contract, and maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com.

You can also contact Realtor Booie Dehart at
276-952-5061 or email BooieD@yahoo.com

Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email

gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie DeHart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

(0 Suirsty Phone: (540) 745-2005 f\ (0 SUisty Phone: (540) 745-2005
Real Estate or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423 Real Estate or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423
Blue Ridge Land& 102 §, Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091 BlueRidgeLand & 102 §, Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091

Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office”
2016-2022

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer
Lic #2907004059

brlanda@swva.net » www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com brlanda@swva.net * www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com
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American Red Cross
Issues Heat Safety Tips

According to the National Weath-
er Service, the majority of the
U.S. will experience above-normal
temperatures for as long as the
next week. This summer is being
recorded as the hottest ever and
currently, nearly 80 million people
are experiencing dangerously hot
temperatures as a heatwave moves
across the country.

HEAT SAFETY TIPS

The Red Cross offers steps you
can take to help stay safe when the
temperatures soar.

Hot cars can be deadly. Never
leave children or pets in your vehi-
cle. The inside temperature of the
car can quickly reach 120 degrees.

Stay hydrated by drinking plenty
of fluids. Avoid drinks with caffeine
or alcohol.

Check on family, friends and
neighbors who do not have air con-
ditioning, who spend much of their
time alone or who are more likely to
be affected by the heat.

If you don’t have air conditioning,
seek relief from the heat during the
warmest part of the day in places
like schools, libraries, theaters,
malls, etc.

Avoid
changes.

Wear loose-fitting, lightweight,
light-colored clothing. Avoid dark
colors because they absorb the sun’s
rays.

Slow down, stay indoors and
avoid strenuous exercise during the
hottest part of the day.

Postpone outdoor games and ac-
tivities.

Take frequent breaks and use a
buddy system when working out-
doors.

Check on animals frequently to
ensure that they are not suffering
from the heat. Make sure they have
plenty of cool water and shade.

Excessive heat can lead to sun-
burn, heat cramps, heat exhaustion
and heat stroke. If someone is expe-
riencing heat cramps in the legs or
abdomen, get them to a cooler place,
have them rest, lightly stretch the
affected muscle, and replenish their
fluids with a half a glass (about 4
ounces) of cool water every 15 min-
utes.

If someone is exhibiting signs of
heat exhaustion (cool, moist, pale or
flushed skin, heavy sweating, head-
ache, nausea, dizziness, weakness,
and exhaustion), move them to a

extreme temperature

cooler place, remove or loosen tight
clothing and spray the person with
water or apply cool, wet cloths or
towels to the skin. Fan the person.
If they are conscious, give small
amounts of cool water to drink.
Make sure the person drinks slow-
ly. Watch for changes in condition.
If the person refuses water, vomits
or begins to lose consciousness, call
911.

HEAT STROKE
LIFE-THREATENING Heat
stroke usually occurs by ignoring
the signals of heat exhaustion. Heat
stroke develops when the body sys-
tems are overwhelmed by heat and
begin to stop functioning. Signs in-
clude hot, red skin which may be
dry or moist; changes in conscious-
ness; vomiting and high body tem-
perature. Call 911 immediately if
someone shows signs of heat stroke.
Move the person to a cooler place.
Quickly cool the person’s body by
immersing them up to their neck
in cold water if possible. Otherwise,
douse or spray the person with cold
water, or cover the person with cold,
wet towels or bags of ice.

WHO’S AT RISK? Heat is the
leading weather-related killer in
the U.S. More than 600 people in
this country die every year from
heat-related illnesses, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Some people are
more at risk of developing a heat-re-
lated illness, including adults over
65, those with chronic medical con-
ditions, people who work outside,
infants and children, and athletes.
Some may take medications that
make the effects of extreme heat
worse. People with heart disease,
poor blood circulation, obesity and
mental illness are also at risk for
getting sick if the temperatures
climb.

Download the free Red Cross
First Aid app so you’ll know what to
do if emergency help is delayed and
the free Emergency app for weather
alerts, open Red Cross shelter loca-
tions and safety steps for different
emergencies. Choose whether you
want to view the content in English
or Spanish with an easy-to-find
language selector. Find these and
all of the Red Cross apps in smart-
phone app stores by searching for
the American Red Cross or going to
redcross.org/apps.

Arrests reported

The Patrick County

51, of Patrick Springs,

was charged July 25

Virginia food bank to

mix aquaponics with

education, food production

A new aquaponics facility will
fuse philanthropic spirit with in-
novation when it opens its doors
this fall.

The Healthy Harvest Fresh ed-
ucational center and aquaponics
production facility i1s projected to
open in September. It will be ad-
jacent to Healthy Harvest Food
Bank, which serves six counties in
Virginia’s Northern Neck and Up-
per Middle Peninsula.

The facility will house a
2,000-square-foot state-of-the-art
classroom and an 11,700-square-
foot aquaponics production space
to grow premium-quality vegeta-
bles and fish and educate visitors
on the importance of fresh food
and sustainable agriculture.

With aquaponics at the fore-
front of the operation, the facility
will be “one-of-a-kind” in Virginia,
said Tammy Cole, Healthy Har-
vest Fresh director of operations.

“It’s a phenomenal concept,”
Cole remarked. “There are some
smaller aquaponics facilities, a lot
of aquaculture and hydroponics,
but there’s not very much aqua-
ponics in Virginia.”

Aquaponics combines fish cul-
ture and hydroponic plant produc-
tion in a symbiotic recirculating
system. The plants harvest the
nutrients in the water generated
by the fish, following a multi-step
filtration process.

“We're an education center first
and foremost,” Cole said. With a
robust team of superintendents,
Virginia Cooperative Extension
agents and teachers, Healthy Har-
vest will provide educators with
“many opportunities to expand on
academic principles using aqua-
ponics as the medium.”

Healthy Harvest Fresh’s team of
experts will offer school systems
the opportunity to visit the facil-
ity for experiential learning, like
testing the water, exploring plant
and fish anatomy, and studying

physiology or bacteriology.

“Agricultural literacy is more
than understanding where your
food comes from—it’s being able
to make wise consumer choices,
healthy decisions, and potential-
ly even providing for yourself and
your family,” Cole said.

The program aims to educate
and empower individuals of all
ages while continuously produc-
ing fresh, locally grown food. It
will supply up to 140,000 pounds
of protein and produce to the
food bank and local schools year-
round. Excess produce will be of-
fered to other food banks across
the state in conjunction with
Healthy Harvest’s signature agri-
cultural program.

One of the localities that will
be served by Healthy Harvest is
Essex County, and that county’s
Farm Bureau president, Faye
Hundley, said the new facility is
“a godsend to the local community.

“I'm excited to see aquaponics
production happening here in the
Northern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula,” she added. “Healthy Harvest
Fresh is implementing innovative
farming techniques and providing
sustainable, healthy food options
year-round to those in need.”

That’s important because sourc-
ing fresh, healthy products during
the off-season is challenging for
food banks, Cole noted.

“We're really excited about being
able to provide that year-round
and expand on locally sourced
foods in the school food service
system,” she added.

“We hope to be a model for simi-
lar organizations to adopt and im-
plement in different parts of the
state, our eastern region or na-
tionally,” she said.

For updates on the facility’s
grand opening, visit hhfb.org or
the Healthy Harvest Food Bank
Facebook page or its Twitter or
Instagram accounts.

Rehab, other services
added to vet clinic

Foothills Pet t
Healthcare Clinic, a g
veterinarian clinic

that has been servic-
ing Mt. Airy, N.C.,
and the surrounding

Sheriff's Office reported
the following:

*Americus Dashawn
Murphy, 34, of Danville,
was charged July 21 with
three counts of sodomy,
two counts of aggravated
sexual battery, and one
count object sexual pen-
etration. Deputy E. Sain
was the arresting officer.

*Tommy Martin Hiatt,
38, of Sandy Ridge, N.C.,
was charged July 24
with one count each pro-
bation violation and fail
to appear. Sgt. C. Frick
was the arresting officer.

*John Albert Nester,

was charged dJuly 24
with one count each
grand larceny, obtain
money by false pretense,
and stolen property with
intent to sell. Deputy
J.C. Fortner was the ar-
resting officer.
*Jonathan Davis
Grandison, 35, of Dover,
OH, was charged July
25 with one count each
assault and battery on
LEO, obstruct justice,
and contempt of court.
Deputy R. Haynes was
the arresting officer.
*Jay Thomas Goins,
33, no address available,

with probation violation.
Deputy J.G. Pickerel
was the arresting officer.

*Sarah Monique Ean-
es, 40, of Martinsville,
was charged July 27
with probation violation.

Martinsville PD made
the arrest for Patrick
County.

*Charles Nicholas

Doss, 25, of Asheboro,
N.C., was charged July
28 with violation of re-
lease/pretrial conditions.
Martinsville PD made
the arrest for Patrick
County.

Library at 10AM

August 18: Blood Pressure Checks
August 25: Monthly Master Gardeners Program
& Pressure Canner Seal Checks

Open every Friday with locally grown Fruits &
Vegetables, Meats, Baked Items, Eggs, Crafts & More.

Check us out on Facebook for up to date information
Stuart Farmers Market

AUGUST
MARKET
EVENTS

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm
Meet Me at the Stuart Farmers Market
August 4: Tool Sharpening Available
First Friday Summer Jam Concert Series 6pm
August 11: National Farmers Market Week

y

area for over twenty
years, has added ad-
ditional regenerative
medicine and reha-
bilitation services to
its list of offerings
that already include
advanced orthopedic
surgeries to repair
cruciate injuries,
fractures and patellar
luxations.

“These services help
our clinic stay up to
date with the latest
advances in compan-
ion animal medicine.
It also allows our pa-
tients to access a high
level of care without
having to go outside
the area.” said Dr.
Jonathan Adcock,
medical director.

Regenerative med-
icine seeks to heal
tissue that has been
damaged by disease,
trauma or congeni-
tal issues. Foothills
Pet Healthcare Clin-
ic now offers treat-
ments with platelet
rich plasma, stem
cell therapy and la-
ser therapy. Platelet
rich plasma can be an
effective  treatment
solution for manag-
ing pain and improv-
ing your pet’s range
of motion. Stem Cell
therapy helps to re-
pair and regenerate
damaged or diseased
tissues. Laser thera-
py treats a wide va-
riety of conditions in-

Dog in Underwater Treadmill

cluding post-surgical
inflammation, acute
and chronic disease.

Rehabilitation ser-
vices that are offered
include the use of the
clinic’s  underwater
treadmill and phys-
ical therapy modal-
ities. Underwater
treadmill therapy
provides strength and
mobility with low im-
pact walking, increas-
es endurance and
assists with stability
and balance. Physi-
cal therapy modali-
ties provide targeted
therapeutic exercises.
Patients who see ben-
efit from underwater
treadmaill and/or ther-
apeutic exercise ses-
sions include, but not
limited to, overweight
or geriatric pets, pa-
tients with neurologic
diseases or injuries,
post-op patients and
pets needing condi-
tioning for sports or
show seasons.

Adcock worked to
complete Certified
Companion Animal
Rehabilitation Thera-
pist certification from
Northeast Seminars,
housed at North Car-
olina State Universi-

Dr. Jonathan Adcock

ty, to be able to offer
these services.

“After additional
training in advanced
orthopedic surgeries
and offering those for
several years, I saw
the need to provide
the additional care of
regenerative and re-
habilitation services
to our clients in the

Mt. Airy area,” he
said.
Foothills Pet

Healthcare Clinic of-
fers customized pack-
ages that meet indi-
vidual patient needs.
If you have any ques-
tions about regenera-
tive, orthopedic or re-
habilitation, call the
clinic at (336) 789-
0009 or visit its web-
site at www.foothill-
spethealthcareclinic.
com.
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Office of Refugee Resettlement

By U.S. Rep. Mor-
gan Griffith

In a March hear-
ing, I asked U.S. De-
partment of Health
and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary
Xavier Becerra to
come before my Over-
sight and Investiga-
tions (O&I) Subcom-
mittee to discuss the
Office of Refugee Re-
settlement (ORR). I
recently chaired said

hearing.
ORR, an agency
within HHS, is re-

sponsible for the care
and placement of un-
accompanied children
who cross our borders.

During my opening
statement, I thanked
him for testifying and
said even though he
and I don’t agree on
the Biden policies
that brought these
children to our bor-
der, once we have
taken on the respon-
sibility for them, we
must properly care
for them.

During the Biden
Administration, ORR
has faced an unprec-
edented surge in the
number of unaccom-
panied minors re-
ferred to its custody.

For reference, from
fiscal years (FY) 2018
through 2020, ORR

averaged around
44,500 referrals per
year. As of March

31, 2023, the agency
had received almost
60,000 referrals 1in
FY2023. This puts
the agency on pace for
over 120,000 referrals
for the third year in a
row.

Evidence from whis-
tleblowers, Inspector
General reports, and
news reports demon-
strate a failure by
ORR to competently
manage the surge.
This surge has led to
increased  exploita-
tion and trafficking
of unaccompanied mi-
nors.

During the ques-
tioning portion of the
hearing, I asked Sec-
retary Becerra about
a few specific concerns
I have with ORR.

First were com-
ments that Secre-
tary Becerra himself
made. In a leaked
audio recording, the
Secretary was heard
saying, in reference to
the processing of un-
accompanied minors:

“If ' Henry  Ford
had seen this in his
plants, he would have

never become famous
and rich. This is not
the way you do an as-
sembly line.”

These comments
are alarming! In
April, the New York
Times reported that
instead of taking
the necessary time
and effort to proper-
ly vet the people the
children were being
placed with, ORR
fast tracked children
through their sys-
tem. This has led to
reports of children
being forced to 1ille-
gally work in danger-
ous and inappropriate
jobs instead of being
enrolled in school.

ORR does not even
notify the local school
system that the chil-
dren have been placed
in their jurisdiction.

While Secretary
Becerra’s comments
seem to suggest that
moving children out
of ORR facilities
quickly is more im-
portant than protect-
ing them, the Secre-
tary claimed that was
not the case and his
comments were more
about overall ORR ef-
ficiency.

I also questioned
the Secretary about
ORR’s unacceptable
vetting practices of
family members and
sponsors.

In regard to estab-

lishing claimed fa-
milial relationships
between an adult

and an unaccompa-
nied minor, I asked if
the agency does DNA
testing. Secretary
Becerra said that the
agency verifies the
identity of the fam-
ily member mainly
through documents,
like birth certificates.

This is not enough.
Documents like birth
certificates or pass-
ports can be forged!

DNA testing is the
only way to be com-
pletely sure there ac-
tually 1s a family con-
nection. *

Additionally, I
questioned Secretary
Becerra about ORR
continuing to waive
background  checks
not only for people
claiming to be fami-
ly members, but also
for unrelated adults
who live in the house
where a child is be-
ing placed — practices
that were approved
by the Secretary in
ORR Field Guidance
10 and 11.

Further, ORR does
not generally con-
duct FBI background
checks of sponsors.

The Secretary’s re-
sponses to my ques-
tions about ORR’s
vetting process were
far from satisfacto-
ry. I was hoping to
hear that ORR would
start doing FBI back-
ground checks on
sponsors and DNA
tests on those claim-
ing to be family. Un-
fortunately, that was
not the case.

These issues with
ORR have been ongo-
ing since the start of
the Biden Adminis-
tration.

In 2021, T visited
the Emergency In-
take operation at Fort
Bliss, Texas, and was
shocked by what I
learned. There was
no collaboration with
law enforcement for
background  checks
when vetting spon-
sors and the “back-
ground check” or
“public records check”
they were using were
merely widely avail-
able internet search
engines.

In my opening, I
placed into the record
a report by a state-
wide grand jury in
Florida, charged with
investigating ORR. It
said:

“If any resident of
Florida exposed U.S.
born children to this
process, they would
be justifiably arrest-
ed for child neglect
or worse. We do not
think children should
be less-protected
simply because they
were born outside our
borders and brought
here by a government
agency.”

I agree. In my view,
as a former domestic
relations attorney in
Virginia, ORR’s prac-
tices and actions are
tantamount to child
neglect. A child’s le-
gal status is irrele-
vant, ORR must do
better.

If you have ques-

tions, concerns, or
comments, call my
Abingdon office at
276-525-1405, my
Christiansburg of-

fice at 540-381-5671,
or via email at www.
morgangriffith.house.
gov.

*Claims of adoptive
relationships are rare
amongst unaccom-
panied minors at the
border.

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401
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issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
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discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.
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UDIOLOGY
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Note change in time for Blood Drive

The Patrick County Blood Drive is
scheduled for Tuesday, August 8, 11
a.m.—4 p.m., at the John D. Hooker
Building, Rotary Field. Please note
the change in the time of donation.

The American Red Cross encour-
ages donors to make an appoint-
ment for your time to donate via in-
ternet at redcross.org or by calling
1-800-733-2767. Walk-ins are wel-
comed but please know that your
donation might take longer as those
with appointments are accommo-
dated first.

Food Drive

Thank you to everyone who donated
to the Patrick County Farm Bureau
2023 Peanut Butter and Jelly Food
Drive. Thanks to your generous do-
nations the Patrick County Farm Bu-
reau’s Women’s Committee collected
and donated more than 33 pounds of
peanut butter and jelly to the Patrick
County Food Bank. Donations were
accepted at the Patrick County Farm
Bureau office throughout the month
of June.

County Farm Bureau Women’s
Committees across Virginia banded
together to help the hungry in their
communities with a classic lunchtime
staple—peanut butter and jelly.

Sponsored by Virginia Farm Bu-
reau Federation Women’s Leader-
ship Committee, participating county
Farm Bureau women’s committees
collected peanut butter and jelly to
help support regional food banks, lo-

This month’s blood drive is sup-
ported by Hamm’s Garage, a first-
time supporter of the Blood Drive.

The American Red Cross recom-
mends before donating that all do-
nors: Get a good night’s sleep; eat a
well-balanced, nutritious meal; and
drink lots of fluids 48 hours before
donating

Looking forward to seeing you at
Patrick County’s oldest Red Cross
Blood Drive Tuesday, August 8.

Gene Stirewalt,

Stuart

was success

cal food pantries and Virginia fami-
lies.

The idea for the statewide effort
started when Faye Hundley, chair-
man of VFBF Women’s Leadership
Committee, heard about the spike in
people seeking food assistance and
wanted to help. She reached out to
the women’s committees and began
organizing the effort. “I saw on the
local news where people were waiting
in these long lines just to get a bag of
food,” she said. “So, I asked, ‘What is
something we can do?” Hundley said
the PB&J theme was chosen in a nod
to Virginia Agriculture in the Class-
room’s 2020 Book of the Year, PB&dJ
Hooray! by Janet Nolan.

Thanks again for making our pea-
nut butter and jelly drive a success.

Sandra Heath,

Patrick County Farm Bureau Vol-
unteer

In it together

had classmates who are

It was a very pleasant
shock to read Susan Car-
lan’s letter in the July
19 issue of The Enter-
prise. And now the July
26 issue has two further
letters: all of these much
closer to my own feelings
and beliefs than the ra-
bid, divisive letters from
Mr. Salser.

I wrote to Mr. Sals-
er about a year ago. He
seems to have all of the
answers! I asked him just
one simple question. “If
God made man in the im-
age of Himself and then
noticed he was lonely.
So, he put Adam to sleep
and extracted a rib bone
from him. God made a
woman from that bone
and the resulting couple

produced Cain and Able.
Cain slew his brother. So
now we have two males
and one female. Where
did the other people on
Earth come from?” I nev-
er got an answer. Maybe
I should have included a
self-addressed stamped
envelope?

I know the other letter
writer in the July 19 is-
sue of The Enterprise.
I've known Joel Canna-
day for probably 25 years.
We have never discussed
religion or politics. I have
another friend who has
three brothers who all
are of different beliefs
and politics. But they
put that aside and are all
on friendly terms!

Growing up in Ohio, I

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

3 1 5 4
4 1 5
6 9 3|2
5 417
2 8 6 1
4 7 3
6 711 4
7 2 9
5 819 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Friends (Quakers) and I
admire their philosophy
of peace! I never heard an
unkind word from any of
them. So, yes, let us use
our energy to promote
unity and a better world
for everybody. Who can
honestly disagree with
that? We truly are all in
this together.

David A. Sheley,

Stuart
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Patrick Pioneers

Willie Beamer Martin

By Beverly Belcher Woody

Last week, we learned about David Harbour
Martin and Harriet Elizabeth Bowling; this
week we will learn about one of their seven chil-
dren, Willie Beamer Martin. Willie was born
on the 15th of August 1878 in the Smith River
district of Patrick County. At the age of 18, Wil-
lie married Miss Nancy Ingle Belle Handy, the
daughter of William Isaac Handy and Caroline
Virginia Foley of Patrick County. The young
couple made their home in Trot Valley at the
foot of the mountain.

The following year, 1898, Willie and Nancy’s
first child, Bertha Smoot was born, followed by
Vergie in 1900, Hattie Mae in 1902, and Benja-
min in 1904. Moir Beamer came along in 1907,
John David in 1910, Richard Saunders “Buster”
in 1912, and Lady Jean in 1914. Baby Wilbert
Martin was born in August of 1919 but only
lived seven months. Sadly, 14-year-old Benja-
min had passed away the year before in 1918.

Willie and Nancy’s children all grew up and
married into local families; Bertha Smoot (a
midwife) married James Jackson Holt, Vergie
married Walter Rucker Belton, Moir Beamer (a
furniture worker) married Bernice Lucy Law,
John David (a salesman at Stanley Chevrolet)
married Mary Williams, and Lady Jean first
married Charlie Glen Ayers. Only Willie and
Nancy’s daughter Hattie Mae married someone
that wasn’t from Patrick County; she married
Milton Moore from LaGrange, North Carolina.
Richard Saunders, a World War II veteran, nev-
er married.

Tragically, wife and mother Nancy Ingle Belle
Handy Martin died of a ruptured appendix
in 1936; she was 58 years old. Willie Beamer
Martin remarried on October 2, 1937, he was
59 years old and his new bride, Miss Virginia
“Otra” Roberts was 17 years of age. Otra was
the daughter of William Henry Roberts and
Minnie Stovall of the Mayo River district.

The following year after Willie Beamer and
Otra were married, their first child, Virginia El-
len Martin was born, followed by William Elbert
in 1940, then Nancy Evelyn, Eva Gayle, Glen
Edward, and Edna Lou. Sadly, William Elbert
died at three months of age from pneumonia.

Virginia Ellen Martin married Harvey Glenn

Willie Beamer Martin home.

Fulcher in 1955 and they raised six daughters
together. Saying they raised six daughters isn’t
entirely accurate because Ellen took care of me
while my parents worked in the mill, along with
dozens of other children over the years! Ellen
recently wrote down the names of all the chil-
dren that she had kept over the past five de-
cades and it totaled over 200 children!

Even though it has been fifty-five years since
Ellen last babysat me, we still talk quite fre-
quently. The remaining part of this column
will be Ellen’s words and memories of her fa-
ther, Willie Beamer Martin. “My Daddy helped
to build the first paved road in Patrick County.
This was the old 58 that ran from Martinsville
to Stuart, and he hauled sand in a two-horse
wagon. Main Street in Stuart was not paved
until 1929. Daddy was a saw miller; his saws
were operated by steam for years. He cut the
timber and milled the lumber that was used to
construct High Point Baptist Church on Big A
School road. Daddy lived behind the J.P. Ste-
vens plant in Stuart in earlier years.”

Ellen continued, “In January of 1938, Dad-
dy purchased a farm from Jim Campbell called
the “Sowder” farm. He bought 139 acres and a
two-story house for $3,000.00; the mailbox was
one mile from the house. A trail used by horse
and wagon was replaced after Daddy gave land
for a road and helped put it in for free. Daddy’s
first tobacco crop sold for $.03 per pound and the
entire crop brought just under $300.00. Mama
and Daddy planted cane, corn, wheat, rye, oats,
soybeans, and tobacco.”

Ellen recalled that corn shucking’s were quite
the social event of the autumn season, filled
with food, fun, and music. Neighbors would
come from all around to help shuck corn to store

Willie Beamer Martin, daughters Ellen and Evelyn.

in the crib (pictured above) and often, the men
folks found a surprise (Mason jar) in that big
pile of corn. Willie Beamer could play the banjo
and the organ and passed that musical talent
down to many of his grandchildren, including
Ellen’s six daughters, who can all play the pi-
ano.

Ellen also recalled taking their corn and other
crops to Sheppard’s Mill near the North Caro-
lina line and the excitement she felt when she
and her sisters could find enough matching feed
sacks to make new dresses.

Although Willie Beamer owned a truck in the
early 1900’s, he never learned to drive. Ellen
related the following story, “One of my friends
offered to teach Daddy how to drive. Daddy
cranked the vehicle, stepped on the gas, pulled
back at the steering wheel while shouting,
Whoa! Whoa!. His last attempt at driving ended
when he drove through one of his outbuildings.
He never tried again. Daddy gave up the tim-
ber business to tend to ‘his little girl’. He began
farming when I was a baby, and I was his ‘little
helper.” Daddy raised several of his grandchil-
dren and I grew up amongst Daddy’s grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.”

Willie Beamer Martin passed away on No-
vember 29, 1956, at the age of 78. He lived to
see Ellen’s first daughter, Virginia Dianne, who
was born three months before he passed away.
In Patrick County, there remain many descen-
dants of some of the fifteen children of Willie
Beamer Martin. Thank you so much to Ellen
Martin Fulcher for sharing the story of her
father. Woody may be reached at rockcastlec-
reek1l@gmail.com or (276) 692-9626.

Natural Remedies: A Brief History

Disease does not come without

Social Security Matters

benefit if her FRA entitlement 1is

a cause. The decline of health is
a consequence of injurious habits
against the laws of health. Whether
the cause of disease was influenced
by genetics or by personal neglect
of health, it can be reversed, or at
least controlled. Our genes load
the gun, but our lifestyle pulls the
trigger. Using natural remedies is
a more holistic approach; a healing
of the body, mind, and soul, and
seeks to ascertain the causes rath-
er than focusing on the symptoms
alone. The use of natural remedies
for healing is a growing field with a
history of tradition.

The use of natural remedies has
Biblical origins, in which poultices
and herbs were used for ailments.
“And Isaiah said, Take a lump of
figs. And they took and laid it on
the boil, and he recovered.” (2
Kings 20:7)

Natural medicine traces back
to traditional Chinese medicine.
Books were compiled in China on
herbs.

In the 19th century, books con-
taining detailed instructions on
health, diet, foods, and remedies
were written by the most translat-
ed author in the history of litera-
ture.

The use of natural remedies is to
promote health and provide ther-
apy for chronic ailments, rather
than life-threatening conditions.
However, when conventional medi-

cine is rendered ineffective, the use
of natural remedies increases.

Once the cause of sickness is as-
certained, begin immediately by
working intelligently to balance
your body’s system. The main rea-
son why using natural remedies is
very effective is because it assists
nature in her flow of healing, rath-
er than go against it and invite
complications. In sickness, one of
the best remedies is to fast for one
meal or two, to give the body and
digestive system an opportunity to
rest and “restart.”

Here is an easy acronym to re-
member for that restart:

N — Nutrition

E — Exercise

W — Water

S — Sunshine

T — Temperance

A — Air

R — Rest

T — Trust in God

Regardless of the why people
choose natural remedies, “it 1is
a flourishing global commercial
enterprise.” It is so helpful to be
equipped with the knowledge to
prevent and treat ailments with
simple, affordable, and in natu-
ral ways in the home. An ounce of
prevention is worth more than a
pound of cure.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Grace Jauwena. Used by
permission from www.lifeand-
health.org Courtesy of LifeSpring

— Resources for Hope

A4

n h HOLLOW-POINT MUNITIONS

www.hollowpointmunitions.com

YOUR LOCAL SHOOTING SPORTS DEALER

SPECIALIZING IN FIREARMS, AMMUNITION,
SUPPRESSORS, ACCESSORIES & FFL TRANSFERS

208 LYNNE DR, ARARAT, VA - 276-692-2269

and Healing Stuart,
VA)

BAR AN

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

Kelsey Fain
REALTOR

E_EST’LU%:%L 1__1_. WRW.ra niasnestaurant. oo m

Weekly Specials
$15.99 Prime Rib

$15.99 Chicken and Shrimp Alfredo
$15.99 Fresh Salmon and Rice

$19.99 Seafood Siesta
(made with scallops, musels and sirimp)

ot s ome sty s

By Russell Gloor, National
Social Security Advisor at
the AMAC Foundation, the
non-profit arm of the Asso-
ciation of Mature Ameri-
can Citizens

Ask Rusty — When Should
My Wife Claim Her Social
Security Benefits?

Dear Rusty: My wife turns 65 in
November of 2023. She was born
on 11/21/1958. I am a year younger
with an 8/1/1959 birthdate. I know
my wife is not at full retirement
age, but the difference in her SS
payment is not much and collecting
3 years of the lower amount far ex-
ceeds her waiting until age 68. My
question is: because half of my SS
is more than her SS, if she retires
this year, will she still get 50% of
my SS when I retire? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Future

Dear Planning: Spouse benefits
are one of Social Security’s trickiest
areas, so you're wise to get answers
before either of you claim benefits.
The short answer 1s, “No” - if your
wife claims her own benefit this
year, she will not get 50% of your
benefit when you later claim. Here’s
how it works:

Born in November 1958, your
wife’s full retirement age (FRA) is
66 years plus 8 months, which she
will attain in July 2025. Born in
August 1959, your FRA is 66 years
plus 10 months, which you will
reach in June 2026.

Your
wife will
get a
“spousal
boost”  to
her per-
sonal SS

147 East Main Stepat

less than 50% of your FRA entitle-
ment but, if she claims before reach-
ing her FRA, her monthly payment
when you claim will be less than
50% of your FRA entitlement (tak-
ing her own benefit early affects
her total payment amount as your
spouse). If, instead, your wife waits
until her own FRA to claim her SS
retirement benefit, her payment
when you later claim will be in-
creased to equal 50% of your FRA
entitlement.

I assume your reference to your
wife “waiting until age 68" refers
to her age when you claim at your
FRA, but there is no reason for your
wife to wait past her own FRA to
claim benefits because her spousal
benefit will not be more if she waits
longer. So, the question is wheth-
er your wife should claim this year
and get a reduced payment when
you later claim or, instead, wait un-
til her FRA to claim her own benefit
and get her maximum benefit later.
And that depends on 1) whether
your wife is working, and 2) what
her life expectancy is:

1. If your wife is working and
claims early SS benefits, she will be
subject to Social Security’s “earn-
ings test” which limits how much
she can earn before some benefits
are taken away. The earnings lim-
it for 2023 1s $21,240 and, if that is
exceeded, SS will take away bene-
fits equal to $1 for every $2 she is
over the limit. The earnings limit
lasts until she reaches her full re-
tirement age.

2. If your wife’s life expectancy
is long (average for a woman your
wife’s current age is about 87), then
maximizing her monthly benefit by
waiting until her FRA to claim is
likely her smartest choice.

(See Social Security p. 7)
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Chris Buescher captures Playoff berth Wlth win at Richmond

By HOLLY CAIN
NASCAR Wire Service
Chris Buescher
capped Roush Fenway
Keselowski  Racing’s
dominant day at Rich-
mond (Va.) Raceway
with a trophy, holding
off the field on a re-
start with three laps
remaining to win the
NASCAR Cup Series
Cook Out 400 Sunday
afternoon — his and the
RFK team’s first victo-
ry of the season.
Buescher and his
teammate Brad Kesel-
owski (also a co-owner
of RFK) combined to
lead a race-best 190-of-
400 laps — Buescher’s
88 laps out front was
the most laps he’s ever
led in a race in his eight-year NASCAR Cup Se-
ries career. And it all results in an important au-
tomatic bid into the 16-driver Playoff field with
only four races remaining in the regular season.
Buescher’s No. 17 RFK Ford ultimately held
off last week’s race winner, Denny Hamlin by a
slight .549-seconds although Buescher had held
more than a five-second advantage on Hamlin’s
No. 11 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota up until that
caution flag flew for an accident involving Noah
Gragson and Daniel Suarez in the closing laps.
“It was smooth sailing trying to take care of
this Fastenal Mustang, it was so good and try-
ing to take care of it there and about the time
(crew chief) Scott (Graves) said over the radio
‘It’s working perfect, keep it up,” and then there’s
a caution,” said Buescher with a smile.
“But we were so strong during the race, I had
a good feeling there about it,” added Buescher
who now has three career NASCAR Cup Series
wins. “So awesome to pull it off. I'm proud of ev-
erybody. That was a long way from the back.”
That late-race yellow flag was the only caution
flag on the day other than the two stage breaks.
And the afternoon racing at the Richmond

Chris Buescher, drlver of the #17 Fastenal Ford, celebrates with the
checkered in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Cook
Out 400 at Richmond Raceway on July 30, 2023 in Richmond, Virginia.
(Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images)

three-quarter mile track was physically de-
manding under intense heat — over 130-degrees
inside the race car. As seventh-place finisher
Martin Truex Jr. said smiling after the race, “my
cheek feels like it’s sunburned, it was like a hair
dryer blowing on you.”

The 30-year old Texas native Buescher, how-
ever, handled the heat and the field, starting
26th but steadily working his way forward. He
first cracked into the Top-5 by lap 160 of the 400-
lap race, chasing down then-leaders Bubba Wal-
lace, Tyler Reddick, Keselowski and Hamlin.

For a race with so many green flag laps, it was
actually issues on pit road that thwarted sever-
al winning efforts, not problems racing on the
track.

Wallace’s 80 laps out front mid-race in the No.
23 23XI Racing Toyota marked the most laps led
in a single race in his career. But he ultimately
had to play catch-up when his team had a slow
tire change on green flag pit stop on Lap 175. He
finished 12th.

With 56 laps remaining, race polesitter and
Wallace’s 23XI teammate Tyler Reddick got
flagged for violating the commitment line com-

ing to pit road for green flag stop, relegating him
from running among the Top-3 to desperately
trying to remain on the lead lap with the laps
counting down. He finished 16th after leading
81 laps early — every lap of Stage 1 en route to
claiming his fourth stage win.

Similarly, Keselowski suffered a misstep in
the pits after his No. 6 RFK Ford led a race-best
102 laps. He made an awkward turn into his pit
during a green flag stop with 115 laps remaining
and it cost just enough time to allow his team-
mate Buescher to take the lead with under 100
laps remaining.

“We wanted to finish one-two, that’s the ulti-
mate goal, but we still had a heckuva day,” said
Keselowski, who finished sixth and won Stage
Two - his third stage win of the season.

Richard Childress Racing’s Kyle Busch — the
all-time active winner at Richmond — finished
third; his best showing on a short track this sea-
son. Team Penske’s Joey Logano rallied in the
late laps to finish fourth and Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing’s Ryan Preece turned in his best showing of
the season with a fifth place run.

Keselowski and Truex finished sixth and sev-
enth followed by SHR’s Aric Almirola, Richard
Childress Racing’s Austin Dillon and SHR’s
Kevin Harvick. Chase Briscoe finished 11th giv-
ing SHR one of its best full team efforts of the
season — all four cars inside the Top-11.

Every car in the 36-car field finished the race,
the first time the full field was running at the
end since 2018.

Buescher is now the 12th driver to win a race
in 2023, leaving four positions still available for
a new winner or the top drivers in points. Har-
vick and Keselowski hold more than a 100-point
advantage on the 16th place cutoff. Wallace is
up 54 points and Front Row Motorsports driver
Michael McDowell holds an 18-point buffer on
Joe Gibbs Racing rookie Ty Gibbs for that 16th
place position. Kaulig Racing’s A.J. Allmending-
er is 22 points behind McDowell.

Four races now remain to settle the 2023 Play-
off field. The series moves north next week for
Sunday’s Firekeepers Casino 400 at Michigan
International Speedway (2:30 p.m. ET, USA
Network, MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).
Harvick is the defending race winner.

Tri-Area Community Health to Observe National Health Center Week

Communities across the country will celebrate Na-
tional Health Center Week 2023 August 6 — August
12. Elected officials will join in recognizing the work
health centers do to keep our communities healthy
and safe. Their visits and messages will demonstrate
that not only is it possible to move beyond the partisan
divide over health care, but to support and agree on a
program vital to our communities.

Health centers provide preventive and primary care
services to over 30 million people and are the first to
respond with wrap around care during disasters and
health emergencies. Our model of care is driven by
services needed in each unique community. Togeth-
er, we are the backbone of the nation’s primary care
system. Community Health Centers lower health care
costs to the tune of $24 billion a year reducing the rate
of chronic diseases and stimulating local economies.

At Tri-Area Community Health, we provide prima-
ry health care, behavioral health services, pharmacy

services, medication assistance, a sliding scale fee
program, patient transportation, and diabetes educa-
tion, among other services. Community Health Cen-
ters are not just healers, we are innovators who look
beyond healthcare charts to address the factors that
may cause poor health, such as poverty, homeless-
ness, substance use, mental health conditions, lack of
access to nutritious food, and unemployment. We are
a critical piece of health care systems and collaborate
with health systems; local and state governments; as
well as social, health, and business organizations to
improve health outcomes for people who are vulner-
able.

The mission of Community Health Centers remains
crucial today because access to basic care remains a
challenge to over 100 million people across the coun-
try. Many people live in rural and underserved com-
munities where there is a shortage of providers and,
in many cases, the nearest medical or behavioral

health provider hospital can be 50+ miles away and
in another county.

Congress must act immediately for Community
Health Centers to continue to serve as health care
homes. Long-term, stable funding for Community
Health Centers will ensure we can keep our doors
open and close the growing access gap for vulnerable
communities. We are grateful that Representative
Morgan Griffith, Senator Tim Kaine, and Senator
Mark Warner have shown leadership in supporting/
sponsoring legislation that will protect health centers
from losing a major part of our funding.

Show your support during National Health Center
Week by supporting a health center in your communi-
ty. We will be there when you need us.

Tri-Area Community Health has locations in Fer-
rum, Floyd, Fries, Grayson Highlands, Laurel Fork
and Behavioral Health in Stuart. For more informa-
tion call 866-942-0401 or visit www.triareahealth.org.

AUGUST PATRICK COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY 2023
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
| | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5
National Coloring Book
Day and Ice Cream
Sandwich Day celebrated Senior Chair Exercise
at the library 10:15
Yoga 10:00
Registration required
7 8 9 10 | 12
Yoga 10:00 Yoga 10:00 Senior Chair Exercise
Registration required Registration required 10:15
Storytime at the
R Farmer’s Market 10:00
. ot Your Mother’s
Book Bingo 2:30 Book Club 5:00
14 15 16 17 18 | 19
Yoga 10:00 Yoga 10:00 Senior Chair Exercise
Registration required Registration required 10:15
Books & Bakes 5:00
Retired Teacher’s Book Open Art Studio
Club 11:00 1:00-3:00
22 23 24 25 26
Yoga 10:00 Senior Chair Exercise
Registration required 10:15
Yoga 10:00
Registration required
Charcuterie Class 2:30
Registration required
29 30 | 31 | |

Yoga 10:00
Registration required

Senior Chair Exercise
10:15

Yoga 10:00
Registration required

Interested of have questions about our
programs? Call us at 276-694-3352.
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Clark

(cont. from page 1)

should probably have expired several times
ago,” Clark said. “After 20 years of service in
various roles, my term should end, and let oth-
er younger individuals learn the path and lead
us into the future.”

During his more than two decades in serving
the county, Clark has served on the Planning
Commission, Industrial Development Authori-
ty, and the EDA, where he has worked under
several different county administrators and or-
ganization directors.

Clark said getting Walmart to build a super-
center in Stuart was one of the greatest accom-
plishments during his tenure on the EDA.

Brokering that deal “was a biggie,” Clark
said. “It was a little controversial at the time
about Walmart coming in. You know, the little
story (that) Walmart comes to town and every-
body else leaves.

“Walmart has been a good employer for a
number of years,” he said.

Clark said Walmart’s presence has led to fur-
ther development, with Wendy’s and Advance
Auto Parts located nearby.

“From a development standpoint,” the deci-
sion “was a good one,” he added.

Clark said the EDA also has worked to retain
current employers,
working to secure in-
centives for industries
like Hanesbrands Inc.,
and Ten Oaks.

Edd Martin

& ASSOC] ates “We've developed
multiple  Enterprise

Real Estate
. ) Zones throughout the
Bll}’lng or Senmg county. That has at-
real estate? tracted businesses

County

and been able to expand businesses,” he said,
adding “there’s been a lot of studies done as to
what the county needs.”

He noted the EDA has also felt a lot of head-
winds over the years, partially because it does
not get funding other than what it does itself.

“If we get grants, it’s great. Other than paying
the salary of the EDA director, the EDA does
not get any money from the county. There’s no
taxpayer money that has come to the EDA,”
Clark said.

One thing Clark wanted to accomplish, but
was unable to do, was attract a hotel to locate
in the county.

“A boutique or even a name brand hotel that
would spur tourism,” he said, and added that
was in no way intended “to take away from the
world-class resort we have at Primland, but to
enhance travel into the area.

Of course, not everybody can afford to stay at
Primland, so this would be an alternative” for
many, Clark said.

He also wanted to build a trail system, try
and get some funding for a federal farm-to-ta-
ble operation, and help get a United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) red meat pro-
cessing center started.

“There was funding available for that, but we
just couldn’t get enough traction for some rea-
son on some of these items because the EDA
cannot own businesses by law.

“We can have property and lease property,
but we can’t own a business. So, you have to get
traction in the community to try and do these
things,” he said.

Clark said the most expensive and incom-
plete project that remains unfinished is the

Business Development and Recovery Center on
the corner of Rucker Street and Rye Cover Road
in Stuart.

“I hope this center will become both the incu-
bator of future businesses and if necessary, a
business recovery center should disaster befall
a local business and they need a temporary re-
covery space,” he said.

Clark noted the $600,000 grant the EDA re-
ceived for a mobile healthcare unit is also start-
ing to be spent on building the unit that hope-
fully will bring primary healthcare options to
areas in the county that need it.

“The EDA is in the best financial condition
it has seen for a long time, but the amount of
liquidity it currently has is only a fraction of
what it could use. It is my sincere hope that in
the future, it will find the board of supervisors
seeing a way to fund the EDA to grow the coun-
ty,” he said.

Clark said the biggest thing he will miss is
trying to work through the issues of securing
grants for the county’s businesses. He will also
miss working with the other EDA board mem-
bers.

“I do absolutely wish the EDA all the best. It’s
an extremely strong and dedicated board, al-
though probably 95 percent of the people in the
community do not know what the EDA does,”
he said.

Clark noted that is probably the fault of the
EDA, as “we tend not to toot our own horn”
when it has successes.

“It 1s my hope that two-way communication
between departments and the public will be
improved in the future,” he said. “After all, we
serve the community.”

Call us today!

(cont. from page 1)

Edd Martin, Broker
276-952-5008

Margaret Blevins
276-692-5376

Vicki Porter
276-694-6563

rating with other departments and di-
rectors who already have grants to see
how he can help them with grant man-
agement and grant applications they
might not have the time to prepare.

While he is looking at some grants,
Drake said he is primarily trying to
wrap his head around the grants the
county and school division currently
have.

“I do have a couple of leads on some
grants. There are not specifically any
that have a deadline right now, but
there’s some that they missed out on in
the past and they really don’t want to
miss out on in the future. So, we're just
looking at some of those,” he said.

Drake said his main goal is to look
for what the county needs and help the
community out by working to make it a
better place.

Social Security

(cont. from page 2)

If your wife’s FRA entitlement is
less than 50% of your FRA entitle-
ment, waiting until her FRA to claim
will result in getting her full personal
amount first and then later her maxi-
mum entitlement (including her spou-
sal boost). If she claims now, her later
payment (which includes her spousal
boost) will be less than half of your
FRA amount. If your wife’s life expec-
tancy is at least average, waiting until
her FRA to claim will likely yield the
highest cumulative lifetime benefits.

But if your wife isn’t working full
time, by claiming now (vs. at her FRA)

“T just want to make a difference and
do what’s best for the community and
help everybody out, no matter who
they are or where they're at. Just to
try to reach multiple grants that could
benefit all walks of life,” he said.

Drake believes his strength will be
his experience in being put on a team
managing and developing it from
scratch.

As his biggest fear is not finding open
grants, Drake is open to hearing from
others who know of possible grants. He
said there’s been several opportunities
in the past, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic making it more available to local
communities.

“I just hope they continue and hope-
fully we can grab ahold of some of those
and make them happen,” he said.

Drake has been married to his wife

Rebecca, a travel nurse, for six years.
The couple have three children.

A 2003 graduate from High Point
University, Drake has a degree in fi-
nance.

He started his professional career
working for Winn-Dixie before he took
a manufacturing job where he moved
up the chain from labor work to corpo-
rate accounting. He was at this job for
19 years, including six years in corpo-
rate accounting.

Drake then worked for the Rowan
County, NC, Health Department for
about nine years before he took a po-
sition at Smart Start Rowan for two
years. He also owned his own coffee
shop for two years.

In his free time, Drake enjoys riding
his side-by-side, spending time in na-
ture, and hiking.

she would get her reduced person-
al benefit for an extra 2 years. If you
divide the amount your wife would
collect over those two years by the
difference between her current ben-
efit amount and her maximum spou-
sal amount (half of your FRA entitle-
ment), you will see how long it would
take for your wife to recover those 2
years of benefits. And if her life expec-
tancy is less than that length of time,
then claiming earlier is likely the
right move.

This article is intended for informa-

tion purposes only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National
Social Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a question, visit
our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or
email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Ruritan Club in Stuart now official

A new Ruritan club
has formed in the Stu-
art area. Chartering
with 22 members in
May, the Stuart Ruritan
Club is officially now a
part of Ruritan Nation-
al. The club is led by
President Tabitha Over-

" JAMIE'S |
RECYCLING
CENTER

BUYING: Cans, #1 Copper,
#2 Copper, Brass, Metal,
Different types of Aluminum,
Vehicles, Stainless Steel, etc.

Call for prices.

Pam Joyce
276-732-0802

Cameron Kolinski
276-340-8181

Deana Clark
276-229-7937

Edd Martin
&Associates

18376 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA 24171

276-694-5002

eddmartinrealestate.com

m

Roll off container &
pick up service available.
Call for details.

(276) 694-5692
or 276-694-5697

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm,
closed 12-1 pm for lunch

3609 South Mayo Dr., Stuart
K God Bless You )

by, Vice-president Stacy
Martin, Secretary/Trea-
surer Pamela
and directors Lisa Mar-
tin, Tara Martin, and
Jennifer Sink.

The club joins Ararat,
Meadows of Dan, Pat-
rick Springs, and Red
Bank in Patrick Coun-

ty, Zone 1 in the Dan

River District structure
of Ruritan. The Stuart
Ruritans are focusing

on needs in the Stuart |
area, including Mental |

Health Awareness and
local first responders
and veterans’ recogni-
tion.

Donations are being
accepted to help the club
raise funds to carry out
their community service
projects. The group is in
the planning stages of a
“Mental Health Aware-
ness Walk” at Patrick
County High School on
Saturday, October 7 at
10 a.m. Members are
currently selling raffle
tickets and will host a
“Bowl for Heroes” event
in conjunction with Tin

Smith b5

Pictured in the front row (L-R) are Stacy Martin, Ric Rogers, Tara Martin, District Governor
Barry Sides, Tabitha Overby, Jeanne Flowers, Ashley Harris, Pamela Smith, and Jayson
Duncan. Back Row (L-R) Scott Martin, Lisa Martin, Kevin Smith, Ruritan National President
Michael Morrison, Jennifer Sink, Stan Flowers, Stephen Overby, and Stephanie Keith.

Not pictured are members Morgan Boothe, Lacy Harris, William Hines, Jude Marin,
Jonathan Nowlin, Rhett Nowlin, and Patsy Sink.

Pen Alley on Friday,
November 10, from 6-10
p.m.

More information
will be released soon on
these projects.

Email StuartRuri-
tans@gmail.com for
additional information
or to RSVP to an open
invitation to meeting
nights. The club meets

on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month at the
Landmark Center at 7
p.m., and begins with a
covered dish meal.

If you would like more
information on any of
the Ruritan clubs in
Patrick County, call
the District Lieutenant
Governor, Kevin Smith
at (276) 229-6493.

The logo for the new Stuart
Ruritan Club.
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Restart of senior meeting
was a ‘great success’

Mr. Travis Murphy, director of the Patrick County Parks and Recreation Department, invited
seniors to suggest activities the department may provide.

After Junior Cassidy offered the blessing, attendees enjoyed hot pizzas, a salad and

desserts.

By Joanne Hill

The Patrick Coun-
ty Seniors Group
meetings restarted
with great success
on dJuly 13, with
an attendance of
around 70 people.
The John D. Hooker
building was decked
out in red, white
and blue, and the
crowd started com-
ing in early with an
air of excitement.
The Landmark Cen-
ter staff set up, and
were ready to take
blood pressure read-
ings. Phillip Adams
and his daughter
were busy getting

the sound system
prepared.

Mrs. Judy Lacks,
chairman of the

planning committee
for the seniors’ group
and at present an
employee of the Rec-

reation Department,
welcomed the group
and introduced Mr.
Travis Murphy, the
recently hired di-
rector of the Patrick
County Parks and
Recreation Depart-
ment. He provided
some information
about himself and
the direction of the
department and in-
vited suggestions for
activities they might
provide for seniors.
A program of key-
board and vocals
was provided by Ad-
ams and received
with delight by the
group. A blessing
was provided by Ju-
nior Cassidy, and
hot pizzas from Lil
Caesars and a salad
were served by the
planning committee.
Many delicious des-
serts were provided

by attendees, and no
one went away hun-
gry.

The group will
meet again on Au-
gust 10 at 11 a.m.
at the Hooker build-
ing. Entertainment
will be provided by
Ramona and Junior
Cassidy, and at-
tendees are asked
to bring a covered
dish for this meet-
ing. Plans are be-
ing made for lunch-
es to be provided
for future meetings
by Reynolds Home-
stead and the Land-
mark Center. Enter-
tainers will include
Johnny Joyce and
friends and Jimmy
Handy. There will
be no meeting in
September because
of the Patrick Coun-
ty Agricultural Fair.

orris

A

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
ND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

T

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

Carol Ann Cock-
ram, 83, of Vesta,
VA, passed away

peacefully on Tues-
day, July 25, 2023 at
Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection. She was
born on December 14,
1939 to the late Win-

ters Cockram and
Harvey Cockram.
She was of the

Christian faith and
worked at the VPI

Extension Service
until her retirement.
Carol graduated

from Meadows of
Dan High School and
from Averett College
in Danville, VA with
a degree in business.
She spent most of her
career, 31 years, at

the VPI Extension
Service in Stuart,
VA.

Carol was a mem-
ber of numerous civic
organizations which
is a statement of her
compassion and ded-
ication for helping
others. Carol was
deeply dedicated to
the love and care
of her parents and

the many pets that

came through her
doors. Many times,
the care of her pets
came before caring
for herself. She was
also very close to
her cousin, Claudine
Harding.

Friends and family
remember her truck
farming and keeping
a booth with her par-
ents at local flea mar-
kets. One of Carol’s
loves and gifts was
art. Her favorite me-
dium was oil paint-
ing. She displayed
her paintings in lo-
cal art competitions
where she placed
first on several occa-

sions.
Carol touched
many lives during

her lifetime and will
be missed by all fam-
ily and friends.

Surviving are sev-
eral cousins.

A memorial service
will be held at 11lam
on Saturday, July 29,
2023 at Faith Baptist
Church 2090 Cloud-
break Rd Meadows of
Dan, VA with Elder
Tim McGrady offici-
ating.

Burial will be in the
Alex Cockram Cem-
etery next to Faith
Baptist Church.

The family will re-
ceive friends one hour
prior to the graveside
service. Memorials
may be made to Ves-
ta Rescue Squad and
Fire Department
2925 Jeb Stuart Hwy
Vesta, VA 24120.

Norris Funeral
Services in Stuart is
serving the Cockram
family. Online condo-
lences may be made
at www.norrisfuner-
al.com.

Barbara Jean Hagwood Reynolds

Mrs. Barbara Jean
Hagwood Reynolds,
age 82 of Stuart,
passed away Friday,
July 28, 2023, at her
home. She was born
on September 28,
1940, in West Virgin-
ia to the late Sher-
man Hagwood and
Hattie Burnette Hag-
wood. In addition to
her parents, she was
preceded in death by
a daughter, Jennifer
A. Penn; two broth-
ers, Jim Hagwood
and Pastor Roland
Hagwood. Barbara
was a member of Mt.
Nebo True Gospel
Holiness Church.

Surviving 1is her
husband of 44 years,
Julius Reynolds of
the home; two sons
and a daughter-in-
law, Anthony Penn
of Stuart, Sean and
Kimberly Reynolds
of Patrick Springs;
seven grandchil-
dren, Nancy Hair-
ston, Trenna Redd,
Tony Thomas, Jessi-
ca Thomas, Courtney

son, Kiran Penn; six
great grandchildren;
a sister, Vickie Ce-
cil of Cleveland, OH;
and numerous nieces
and nephews.
Funeral services
will be held Sunday,
July 30, 2023, at
2:00 PM at Mt. Nebo
True Gospel Holiness
Church with Elder
John Hagwood offi-
ciating. Burial will
follow in the church
cemetery. The family
will receive friends
one hour prior to the
service at the church.
In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be
made to Mt. Nebo
True Gospel Holiness

VISIT US ONLINE AT

WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET
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Funeral Sewices, Inc.
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“We appreciate the confidence you have
shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Pete Campbell, Manager
Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

Church, 30598 dJeb
Stuart Hwy, Spencer,
VA 24165. Online
condolences may be
sent to www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In

Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-88-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC

336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

 Buy Direct ™\

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day

40 Year Warranty

(WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
| YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber

Rough - Dressed - Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd
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Something Better

By Alan Dean,
retired Seventh-day
Adventist pastor

The most dramatic miracle
that Jesus did during His min-
istry was His last miracle, the
raising of Lazarus from the dead.
Lazarus lived with his sisters,
Martha and Mary. They lived
just outside Jerusalem in a town
called Bethany. dJesus frequent-
ly stopped there on His visits to
Jerusalem.

This family of three became
close friends with dJesus. They
appreciated His ministry and
believed Jesus was the Messi-
ah. Jesus felt accepted here and
found peace and rest that He
rarely found elsewhere.

One day while Jesus was in
Galilee, He received word that
Lazarus was seriously sick (John
11: 3). Martha and Mary were
hoping (and expecting) that Je-
sus would come immediately to
heal His good friend. But Jesus
waited two days, telling His dis-
ciples that Lazarus’ sickness was
“not unto death, but for the glory
of God, that the Son of God might
be glorified thereby” (John 11:4).
In other words, Jesus was going
to bring glory to God through
Lazarus’ death and resurrection.

When Jesus finally arrived,
Lazarus had been dead four days
(vs. 17). This length of time was
proof that a person was dead be-
cause the body had begun to de-

compose.
Martha and Mary, of course,
were distraught that Jesus

hadn’t come earlier to heal their
brother. But Jesus reminded

Martha that He was “the resur-
rection and the life; he that belie-
veth in Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live” (vs. 25). “Thy
brother shall rise again” (vs. 23).

When Mary arrived, Jesus
asked her “Where have you laid
him?” (vs. 34). They then went to
the grave site, which was a cave.
A large stone lay across the open-
ing. Jesus asked that the stone
be taken away. Martha objected
saying “by this time he stinketh.”
Jesus reminded her that if she
believed, she would see the glory
of God (vs. 39,40).

Jesus then prayed to the Fa-
ther that what He was about to
do would cause the people to be-
lieve that He was sent by God.
Next Jesus cried with a loud
voice “Lazarus, come forth!” (vs.
43). When Lazarus appeared, ev-
eryone was astonished. As a re-
sult, many Jews did believe that
Jesus was sent from God (vs.45).

The Bible doesn’t state the re-
action of Martha and Mary, but it
is certain that they were amazed
at Lazarus’ resurrection. This
was a greater miracle than if he
had been healed. And it proved to
them and countless believers lat-
er on that Jesus was the divine
Son of God.

Sometimes we, too, think our
prayers aren’t answered, but God
may intend to answer them in a
different way. If we are patient
and believe, we may see that our
prayers are answered 1n an even
better way. God does things in
ways to increase our faith and
help us to know Him better. This
certainly proved true for Martha
and Mary.

When Family or Friends Need Care,

Choose the Best

for caregivers. Our Staff,

Liberty opens the door for patients to recover from
injury, illness or accident,
home. Treatment at home supports improved

results for patients , while creating peace of mind

care, matched by experience and training, help
patients and their caregivers with approaches that

avoid a return to the hospital.

#Home Health Care Services
¢ Nursing Services
¢ Social Work Services

¢ Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

¢ Disease Management
Programs

4 Caring Staff to Help with
Recovery from an Illness or
Injury

Now Open,
Call today for

services!

Y%

in the comfort of their

compassionate with their

@& Liberty

Caring about independence

797 Woodland Drive, Suite 103
Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 694-4424

HomeCare

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Barabbas (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. From Mark 10, James and
who else asked to sit at Jesus’ right
and left hand in heaven? Thomas,
Peter, John, Philip

3. Who said, “It is not meet
(right) to take the children’s bread
and cast it to the dogs”? Jesus, Ju-
das, Joshua, Jacob

4. From James 4, what will hap-
pen if you resist the devil? He will

... Fight, Anger, Mislead, Flee

5. Who proclaimed a fast at the
river of Ahava? David, Adonikam,
Ezra, Ariel

6. How many thieves were cruci-
fied with Jesus? 1, 2, 3, 4

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) John,
3) Jesus (Matthew 15:26), 4) Flee,
5) Ezra, 6) 2

“Test Your Bible Knowledge,”
a book with 1,206 multiple-choice
questions by columnist Wilson
Casey, 1s available in stores and
online.

() 2023 King Features Synd.,
Inc.

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11am

FAIRWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
9427 Falrystane Park Hwy, Bassatt
Located 15 milas from Steart - Z76-620-6058
Sunday School 9:45 « Worship 10:50 am
Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wed. Night - Aduh Bible Study 7-00
“Bethe Change™ Youth Night 6:30-8-00 pm
Our Aissin: T.ove God mom, Love peopia marns,

N SOMVD oY COMMUNYY Mo Wil o gognol of Chais™

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness
|2&0 Spring Rd., Pairick Springs, VA - 276-604-8357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiry:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

st DBeoptise Church
Bringing the World to Christ

198 W, Bl Rudge &, _'-_%\{._ 9:45 Sunday Schoal

276-694-3440 L‘:" 11:00 Warship Service
nwm:ﬂupun.m-glj T,‘

_\;.zmmrthpﬂ.ltmg
(Risen Jord
(Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

7
‘/ %A SATURDAY SERVICES:

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Come visit our Bible-believing church

e

Join the
Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today
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ACROSS 51 Malicious 103 String after J 4 Like some 47 Fiery felony 88 Cut again, as
1 Didn’t 52 Start for 104 O'Hare abbr. simple 48 A unified goal lumber
move any historic 105 Times of questions for the future 92 Star status
closer 53 “I'm outie!” trouble with 50ld 49 Mentalist 94 Pounced on
11 Swedish 57 Practice tresses anesthetic Geller 95 Lady of Sp.
retail giant exam, maybe 108 Has a helping 6 Swindles 52 GI's chaplain 96 Climbing
15 Frets 59 Legendary of humble pie 7 Lingerietop 53 Mag. sales vine
20 Book you title figure of 112 Explosion 8 Darth Vader, stat 97 — funk (sad)
can't stop a 1999 horror fragments as a boy 54 “Leave — 98 1978-80 FBI
reading film 113 Qty. 9 “Juno” actor that” sting
21 Pupil's book 63 Granola bit 116 Pi-sigma link Michael 55 Doesn't delay 99 African desert
22 Palmer of 65 Invalidate 1171 —Say No” 10 McDonald's 56 “Well now!” 100 Best Actor
golf, to fans 66 Bards’ Muse (song from honcho Ray 58 Tic-toe link winner Brody
23 Additional 67 Some “Oklahoma!”) 11 Suffix with 60 Div. of NYC 101 “Pacific
person called schoolkids’ 118 State flower Gotham 61 Cup’s edge Blue” actress
on to peruse judged of lowa 12 Essential 62 Minuscule Moakler
something constructions 126 Sporting site 13 Off the hook 64 — cotta 102 Like engines
25 Ebbed and 75 Startle 127 — about 14 Really 67 Gin flavorer in neutral
flowed, as 76 D.C. VIPs (circa) baffled 68 Not flustered 106 Took back,
water 77 Outback bird 128 Foldaway 15 Lampoons 69 Camera part as one’s title
26 Premaritally 78 Bit of jewelry bed ortable, 16 Ribbed cloth 70 CPR teacher, 107 Sticky stuff
named with a single eg. for dresses maybe 109 Hearer
27 Rarity in golf diamond 129 — -arms 17 Option 71 Service cost of court
28 Curative 83 English class (old soldier) for bitter 72 Rainy mo. evidence
stuff concern 130 Gps. such as greens 73“Ucan'tb 110 Tom Jones’
30 Fills with a 89 Skirt borders Oxfam and 18 Frankfurter serious!” “— Lady”
crayon, say 90 Hagen of the CARE 19 Jewish feasts 74 Hearer 111 Reef material
35 Feel stage 131 Ducted 24 Nourished of court 114 Richie’s
hopeless 91 Egg, in Paris cooling 29 Ladle evidence mom, to
about 93 “Lawrence of system 30 Runner’s pain 75 Fire residue Fonzie
38 — Grande Arabia” star (and what 31 OPEC vessel 79 Texas capital 115 Sticky stuff
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Bernadette novelist 36 Wapiti 82 Aquatic bird 121 John, across
44 Longtime 98 How DOWN 37 Witness 84 Ocean off the pond
“Masterpiece silverwareis 1 UV ray- 40 “Rhyme Fla. 122 Sales check:
Theatre” host often sold blocking stat Pays” rapper 85 A Stooge Abbr.
49 Increases 102 Hip-hop 2 Sticky sealant 41 Ark “captain” 86 It cuts grass 123 Female cells
50 Corporation producer 3 Cake candle 45 Mil. bigwig 87 Samuel of 124 Six, in Italy
combination Gotti count 46 Masters peg justice 125 Go astray
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CLASSIFIED

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

Virginia Press
Services

and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500
Discount + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate

Wirginia Press
Services

days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
https:/hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-608-
4974

SERVICES SERVICES YARD SALE Viginio Press  today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
= sl Plus 10% Senior & Miltary ~ FREE high speed intemet for
KENDRICK PAVING HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS brand name teen clothes POTTOLUL IV MUIG LSIAIS! e e ol 1-877-614-6667  those that qualify. Government

& TRUCKING, Paving,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and Mulch.

Heating, Cooling & Electrical
Contractors, Sales &

Services, Licensed in VA&  Chef, small appliances, floor

and shoes, crib, stackable
totes, Pyrex, Pampered

American Made Products!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath

The bathroom of your dreams
for as little as $149/month! BCI

program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,

Rodney Kendrick 276-629- NC (276) 694-7308. lamp, printer, kitchen stuff, o shower in as little as one Bath & Shower. Many options Veterans Pension, Survivor
3913 or 276-340-7786. desk chair, kitchen table and day. For a limited time, we're available. Quality materials & Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
Carrying on the MASTER CARPENTER chairs. wai.ving allinstallation 7costs! professional installation. Senior ~ GB internet service. Bonus
tradition of quality. HOME RE-MODELER  So much more to list. Come  (aqgitonal terms apply. Subject & Miltary Discounts Available. offer: Android tablet FREE
40 years experience., visit for great deals. to change and vary by dealer. Limited Time Offer - FREE with one-time $20 copay.
CLAYTON KENDRICK repairs, decks, gutter Offer ends 9/30/23) Call 1-877- virtual in-home consultation  Free shipping & handling. Call
PAVING cleaning, trim work NOTICE 460-5348 now and SAVE 15%! Call Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
(Original Kendrick Paving) wooden bridge repair, Today! 1-844-945-1631 970-1995
Gravel hauling and power washing, tree cutting, PATRICK COUNTY GENERAC Standby -
spreading, grading, mulch, ~ demolition and anything else ~ HOME/WORKSPACE Generators provide backup ﬁ;?kﬁf%gogg rﬁggﬂ;;f; LE GAL
dirt, pavement maintenance you need done. Patrick County Home/ power during ufty power aﬁty. Top-of-herine Public Hearing

and striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 (office)
or (276)- 340-8786 (cell)
Email: ckendrick@
embargmail.com or

Call Joe at (276) 229-1029.

DANNY’S LANDSCAPING
AND LAWN CARE
driveway scraping, bush
hogging, light backhoe,
debris removal, mowing,

Workspace sought in
abandoned commercial
building, church or lodge

(generations of family lived
here, and | have painted
your people and your
landmarks throughout my

outages, so your home
and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty
(8695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-877-

installation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

A public hearing will be held
on Tuesday, August 15,2023 at 6
p.m. at the (Stuart Site) Patrick &
Henry Community College in the
Community Room.

The purpose of this hearing is
to adopt the Comprehensive Plan

onformance Review Applica-
tion with Fairy Stone Solar, LLC.

Anyone wishing to view the

claytonk81@gmail.com mulching, plowing. Insured,  life). Leads appreciated. 636-0738 SERVICES Comprehensive Plan _Confor
fl mance REview 1cation ma

free estimates. Call (276)  Call Harold 336-270-1546. Replace your roof it the DIVORCE-Uncontested, do so at the Tax ]&I;pping Ofﬁcey’

694-6236 or (276) 693-8987. $475+$86 court cost. Suite 215 located in the Pat-

STEVE'S MOWER REPAIR

Wirginia Press

best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from

WILLS-$295.00. No court

rick County Veterans Memorial
Building.

Service and repair for all THOMAS LAND Services Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles appea.ran(.;e- Estimated Authorized by: Patrick County
makes of lawn mowers. SOLUTIONS LLC AUCTIONS completion time twenty-one ~ Planning Commission

Pick up and delivery for a Forestry mulching, ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:

reasonable charge based ~ overgrown property cleanup, Advertise your upcoming LE G AL

on your location. We offer
disposal of old mowers with
free pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave
your name and number. We'll

bush-hogging, pasture
& field reclamation, ATV
& walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, tractor and
mini-excavator work. Free

auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions reaching

your target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804-

Legal 3 col x 2-1/4”
0802

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, Au-
gust 14,2023, at 6:00 p.m. to hear comment on amending the fiscal year 2023-2024 budget with an increase
0f'$2,269,774.51 for Patrick County Public Schools as follows:

call you back. estimates. Call 276-229- 591-7576. land ¢ Revenue FY2022-2023 Carry Over Grant Funds $ 1,695,210.80

9410 or Facebook Thomas -7576, landonc@vpa.ne FY2022-2023 Grant Received in FY2023-2024 274,563.71

WOODWRX, INC. Land Solutions LLC . 1% Additional Retail Sales and Use Tax 300,000.00

Est i 1988 HOME IMPROVEMENT Expenditures  CRRSA ESSER II, ESSER II, ESSER III, HVAC, $ 1,695,210.80

St. since . ) .

Carpentry/ Cabinetry - fine HELP w ANTED NOVY Oﬁenpg Fma,ncmg! InstruIC]t)i](fI? Homeless & Youh 274,563.71

dworking. desian. i Ronnie Jenkins Il Windows, Capital Projects 300,000.00
wooaworking, eSIQn: 1€, Siding, Roofing and Gutters! The hearing will be held in the 3rd floor Courtroom in the Patrick County Veterans Memorial building, 106
closet & garage organizers, EXPERIENCED Rucker Street, Stuart, Virginia. A vote will be taken at the meeting. Anyone wishing to view the proposed
MECHANIC budget amendments may do so at the County Administration office, Suite 218 located in the Patrick County

repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse 276-694-4133
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: GENERAC
561-881-8292 YARD SALE ~g
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net Prepa re
Website: Woodwrx.net MYUAI:;IIJ?MIIEY for power
- Friday, August 4th 8am-6pm Outages
\ Ij SRTCHESES AUGUST 4. 5 & 6 tod ay
— 1pm L
WITH A HOME
104 .Lalwlson Lane, Stuart, 1 MEADOW EVENT PARK : STANDBY GENERATOR
V|rg|n|a, seven miles 1 13191 Dawn Blvd., Doswell, VA 23047 i
With Prlnt SOUth O];_:Stuart, F"i:ve Forks : FRI: 1 i 7 | SAT: 9 - 6 | SUN: 10 . 5 : $0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTION
s ommunity | ’ ’
&0nline : voussGeenout 1 VIRGINIA'S LARGEST HUNTING SHOW! ¢ |-
ADVERTISING! Kids clothes and toys, : Celebrity Guests — Kip Campbell, Carson Koury, Tim Andrus 1
1 Trick Archery Shooting with Byron Ferguson 1 REQUEST A
i 84th Annual VPSA State Big Game Contest 1 FREE QUOTE
] I Chef Albert - The Art of Backyard Butchering 1
I Dock Dogs, Hawg Trough, Fishing Pond, Duck Decoy Painting, 1

Wilderness -

I&
_ . SHI00/OFF i o
Bu 1n LO S 1 ONE ABDULT ADIISSION 1 F“Eléﬁ?éﬁ%mk bt be-pan-
1
| " denCd @Vl Sest o ot purchsse, st and st e
1 Showmasters, Inc. | (540)951-1344 | Sportsmanshow.com " generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

40 hrs. Monday-Friday
Call Duncan Speed Shop

Stuart, Inc.

Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Leaf UFilter

T
PROTECTION

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREVER

FREE Estimates! Call 804-

Tons of Exhibitors, Outfitters, Vendors, and MORE!
Educational and Entertaining Seminars!

Veterans Memorial building.

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please contact the County Administration

Office at 276-694-6094.

e

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

(844) 947-1479

GENERAC

cjibteuw«zteﬂ:

ERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM. STATE

INSPECTIONS

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

« Oil Changes us;ing Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% +10% + 0%

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS & APR FOR
PURCHASE" MILITARY! 24 MONTHS**

« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
« Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
« Battery Replacement

Promo Code: 285
Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
e appreciate yowv business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

1-877-614-6667

am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST é§ fEOAMFP)_?El)YN?E'

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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Surry Cellars Wins Best Red at
2023 N.C. Fine Wine Competition

Surry Cellars, the label for wine produced at
Surry Community College through its Viticul-
ture and Enology Program, took away the “Best
Red” award at the 2023 N.C. Fine Wine Compe-
tition with the Tannat Reserve 2019 red wine.

The N.C. Fine Wine Competition is recognized
by the industry as one of the toughest competi-
tions in the United States. All judges are level
three advanced sommeliers and perform blind
taste tests with no discussion among the judges
during testing. This year’s competition was held
at Fine Wines of NC in Winston-Salem during
April. Thirty-four wineries participated in the
event.

The award-winning Surry Cellars Tannat Re-
serve 2019 was produced entirely in the vine-
yard and on the campus of Surry Community
College at the Shelton-Badgett N.C. Center for
Viticulture and Enology. The Tannat variety,
which 1s a thick-skinned, drought resistant
grape originally grown in Southwest France,
was planted in the SCC vineyard in 2015. At
the time, it was not a popular variety among
N.C. grape growers. Now however, David Bow-
er, SCC Winemaker and Enology Instructor
notes, “After this, I think you’ll see more people
planting it in our region. It’s definitely a suc-
cessful variety.”

Weather conditions in late summer 2019 al-
lowed for the grape harvest to occur near the
end of September, which is later than most har-
vests and helped contribute to its quality. The
grapes were processed and put into barrels in
early 2020. At all checkpoints, the Tannat wine
had a rich, deep color with a very healthy fer-
mentation. By 2021, the instructors knew they
had a potential winner.

Both instructors were quick to point out how
instrumental the viticulture and enology stu-
dents, who worked on this wine were, from the
field to the bottle. Bowman commented, “Win-
ning this award was a real confidence builder
for the students. They saw they could produce a
top tier wine for the state.”

Bower noted how the students, as well as a
product like the Tannat Reserve 2019, bene-
fitted the whole N.C. wine industry by saying,
“This award is a combination of everything we
have been working on as a team. The students’
hard work was rewarded. They can say they
had a hand in this and apply it to their careers.
The award also helps the entire industry grow
and fights the stigma that N.C. wines are not as
good as California wines.”

Judges for the competition look at the varietal
typicity (what the variety tastes like) and the
regional typicity (what the region has to offer)
using the Wine Spectator Top 100 point system,
a scale based on criteria set forth by Wine Spec-
tator, which is an organization international-
ly known as a leading authority on wine. The
higher the score, the better the wine. Surry Cel-
lars’ Tannat Reserve 2019 scored close to 100.

Surry Community College is the only college
east of California that can instruct students

with hands-on experience in winemaking, from
growing and harvesting the fruit, to process-
ing it in a bonded winery, and then taking it
through the bottling line. Even the label for the
wine was created from student artwork.

“Students get so much experience here,” said
Bower, “especially on training methods, equip-
ment, and learning about the variety and spe-
cies of grapes grown. Ninety percent of the wine
made in the United States is grown in Califor-
nia, but learning the process here is affordable
and accessible.”

Bowman added, “Surry Community is a great
place to learn this industry. If you can succeed
in growing grapes and making wine in a chal-
lenging area like the Yadkin Valley, you can ap-
ply it elsewhere.”

Bower also added, “Our program has consis-
tently, and being consistent is key, won awards,
and we have consistently grown and adapted.
This shows the versatility of our program and
what we offer. It’s not that we suddenly just got
good. We've been great for a while.”

“Without our students, this wouldn’t happen,”
said Bowman. “The SCC wine is student grown
and student made. Instructors are here to guide
them.”

Bower finalized by saying, “Anyone of any
level can take classes in SCC’s Viticulture and
Enology Program. We want people to take our
classes.” Surry Community College offers a
degree, diploma, and certificate options in viti-
culture, enology, tasting room operations, and
wine marketing.

The Shelton-Badgett N.C. Center for Viticul-
ture and Enology at SCC, which opened in 2009,
contains classrooms, a climate-controlled wine
cellar, microbiology labs, assembly hall, and a
2,500 gallon licensed and bonded teaching win-
ery. The five-acre teaching and demonstration
vineyard provides students with hands-on ex-
perience and exposure to a wide range of wine
grape production techniques. The center has
recently expanded to include the 5,000 square-
foot Sustainable Agriculture Building with
classroom space, farm equipment workshop,
controlled environment crop production space.
A new Agrichemical Building is used for safe
and responsible pesticide storage and handling.
The program incorporates sustainable practices
wherever possible. All bottles are made from re-
cycled glass and weigh 35 percent less than reg-
ular wine bottles. Additionally, the bottles are
not finished with a polythermal or plastic cover,
making them more environmentally friendly.

If you'd like to learn more about SCC’s Viti-
culture and Enology Program, visit surry.edu/
wine, ncviticulturecenter.surry.edu or email
Sarah Bowman, Viticulture Instructor, at bow-
manse@surry.edu or David Bower, Enology In-
structor, at bowerd@surry.edu. You may also
contact Jeff Jones, Division Chair of Sciences,
at jonesjr@surry.edu or (336) 386-3391. SCC
is currently registering students for Fall 2023
classes that begin Aug. 17.

Sarah Bowman, SCC Viticulture Instructor (left), and David
Bower, SCC Enology Instructor (right), proudly display a
bottle of the Tannat Reserve 2019, which won a gold
medal and the best red award at the 2023 N.C. Fine
Wine Competition. If you'd like to find out more about
the Viticulture and Enology program at Surry Community
College, visit surry.edu/wine or call (336) 386-3391.

The Shelton-Badgett North Carolina Center Viticulture &
Enology located at Surry Community College is a state-
of-the-art building with a climate-controlled wine cellar,
microbiology labs, assembly hall, and a 2,500-gallon
licensed and bonded teaching winery. If you'd like to find
out more about the Viticulture and Enology program at
Surry Community College, visit surry.edu/wine or call (336)
386-3391.

The five-acre teaching and demonstration vineyard at
Surry Community College provides students with hands
on experience and exposure to a wide range of wine grape
production techniques. If you'd like to find out more about
the Viticulture and Enology program at Surry Community
College, visit surry.edu/wine or call (336) 386-3391.

Farmers discuss farm bill priorities
with congressional representatives

As the 118th Congress prepares to de-
bate the 2023 Farm Bill in September,
lawmakers and farmers met to discuss
priorities most important to Virginia’s
agricultural producers.

Maple Springs Farm in Augusta County
was a tranquil venue for a July 17 round-
table event hosted by Rep. Ben Cline,
R-6th, with Rep. Glenn “GT” Thompson,
R-15th, a Pennsylvania congressman and
chair of the House Committee on Agricul-
ture.

Among the farm bill’s 12 titles are
provisions for commodity programs like
dairy margin coverage and agricultural
workforce development.

Thompson, a writer of the farm bill,
shared his outlook as legislators draft the
five-year omnibus spending package.

“Our goal is we do this in a bipartisan
way, on time and highly effectively,” he
said. “The overall vision is to restore a ro-
bust rural economy.”

Virginia’s dairy farmers weighed in on
their priorities, like modernizing Dairy
Margin Coverage. The DMC is an insur-
ance program in which producers pay
premiums for protection when the differ-
ence between the milk price and the av-
erage feed price, or margin, falls below a
certain dollar amount.

“The prices for milk right now are pret-
ty dire, and our margins are not there as
they should be,” said Kevin Craun, com-

missioner of the Virginia State Milk Com-
mission. “All we’re looking for is a safety
net. We don’t want our income from the
government. No farmer does.”

The DMC program, enacted in the 2018
Farm Bill, has been successful, though
it could use more modernization, as cov-
erage is based on outdated production
records, said Eric Paulson, executive di-
rector of the Virginia State Dairymen’s
Association.

Dairies are lost or concentrated during
challenging times, Thompson acknowl-
edged.

“The average farm size gets bigger as we
have fewer of them,” he explained. “We’ll
deal with the safety nets in the farm bill.”

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
Young Farmer Thomas French, a Shenan-
doah County dairyman, thanked Thomp-
son for his work on the Agriculture Labor
Working Group and asked to see an ad-
justment of status for agricultural work-
ers. Livestock producers don’t have ac-
cess to seasonal H-2A labor because they
operate year-round.

The group’s upcoming interim report
will examine variables impacting the
uncertainty of the agricultural work-
force and implications on food security,
Thompson said.

“Then we’ll be writing an American food
security bill as it relates to the ag work-
force.”

THANK YOU FOR READING THE ENTERPRISE

Initial claims stuck
at pre-pandemic levels

The number of initial claims for unemployment
insurance decreased in the latest filing week to
2,293 but remained at the typical pre-Pandemic
volumes experienced in 2019, the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission (VEC) announced last week.

For the filing week ending July 22, the figure for
seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia
was 2,293, which was a decrease of 131 claimants
from the previous week. Continued weeks claimed
totaled 13,714, which was 18 claims higher than
the previous week and an increase of 25.7% from
the 10,914 continued claims from the comparable
week last year. Ninety-three percent of claimants
self-reported an associated industry, of those re-
ported over half (57 percent) of continued claims
were from professional, scientific, and technical
services (1,927), administrative and support and
waste management (1,880), health care and social
assistance (1,322), manufacturing (1,199), and ac-
commodation and food services (1,015). Eligibility
for benefits is determined on a weekly basis, and so
not all weekly claims filed result in a benefit pay-
ment. This is because the initial claims numbers
represent claim applications; claims are then re-
viewed for eligibility and legitimacy.

In the week ending July 22, the advance U.S.
figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was
221,000, a decrease of 7,000 from the previous
week’s unrevised level of 228,000. The advance
number of actual initial claims under state pro-
grams[1], unadjusted, totaled 213,677 in the week
ending July 22, a decrease of 44,487 (or -17.2 per-
cent) from the previous week. There were 200,929
initial claims in the comparable week in 2022. Look-
ing at preliminary data, most U.S. states reported
decreases on a seasonally unadjusted basis. New
York’s preliminary weekly change (-9,358) was the
largest decrease. California’s preliminary weekly
change (-4,419) was the second largest decrease.
Georgia’s preliminary weekly change (-3,113) was
the third largest decrease. Pennsylvania’s prelim-
inary weekly change (-2,787) was the fourth larg-
est decrease. Virginia’s preliminary weekly change
(-22) was among the smallest decreases.

WWW . THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Meetings

Wednesday, Aug. 9

The Patrick County Economic Development
Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the sec-
ond-floor conference room.

Thursday, Aug. 10
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Monday, Aug. 14

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Wednesday, Aug. 16
Stuart Town Council meets at 7 p.m. in the
Town Office.

Events

Friday, Aug. 4

The Woolwine Methodist Food Truck will be at
the Woolwine Volunteer Fire Department (VFD)
from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 5

Faith Community Church will hold its 5th an-
nual potluck at 4 p.m. There will be a barbecue,
singing, and silent auction.

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) will hold a Basic Contractor Licensing
class from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cost is $189.
Pre-registration is required by going to ph.augu-
soft.net or calling (276) 656-0260.

A Grilled Chicken Plate fundraiser will be
held at New Hope Church of the Brethren in
Elamsville from 4-7 p.m. Plates include green
beans, corn, slaw, roll, dessert, & drink. Eat in
or take out. Plates are $8 each, and funds will go
to support the Haitian Orphanage.

Faith Community Church’s 5th Annual Pot-
luck begins at 4p.m. with Barbecue, Singing
& Silent Auction Swiftereek, Josh Marlowe &
Friends and Brad Doss & Friends and guests
Tee’s Full Throttle. Barbecue provided, bring
your favorite fixins to 3836 Iron Bridge Road,
near Fairy Stone Park.

Sunday, Aug. 6

The Bowman Reunion will start at 11 a.m. at
the Red Bank Community Building. Everyone is
invited.

Thursday, Aug. 10

The Buffalo Ridge Community Crime Watch
meeting will be at 7 p.m. at the Sycamore Bap-
tist Church. The guest speaker will be Trey

Joyce from Branch Civil speaking on the U.S. 58
Lovers Leap construction project.

Saturday, Aug. 12

For Goodness “Snakes” Alive (and Amphibi-
ans too), learning program, 2 p.m. Fairy Stone
State Park. Shelter 4.

Sunday, Aug. 13

Pleasant View Baptist Church will celebrate
Homecoming with Dr. Wayne Falson, Executive
Director of Virginia Baptist, as the guest speak-
er. Lunch will be served following the morning
service.

The Boyd Family Reunion will start at 12 p.m.
at the Vesta Community Center. Family and
friends are welcome, and folks are encouraged
to bring a covered dish and their musical instru-
ments. For more information, call Chris Boyd
at (336) 344-2365 or Benny Pendleton at (276)
952-2120.

Wednesday, Aug. 16

The Patrick County Community Food Bank
will hold a food distribution day at the Stuart
site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m.
There will be a morning distribution in Ararat,
from 8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distribution
in Meadows of Dan, from 5-6:30 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 18

The Woolwine Methodist Food Truck will be at
the Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department from
3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 19

The seventh annual Bike Ridge, Car Show,
and Fish Fry at the Mt. Nebo Holiness Church.
Registration for the ride starts at 9 a.m., and
riders leave at 10 a.m. Registration for the car
show starts at 9 a.m. and ends at 10:30 a.m.
when judging begins.

Monday, Aug. 21

A second meeting to gauge interest for a new
Ruritan Club in the Woolwine/Fairystone area
will be held at 7 p.m. at the Woolwine Volunteer
Fire Department. Anyone interested in helping
the community is invited to attend. Address
questions to Kevin Smith, (276) 229-6493.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS

Saturday, Aug. 5

Minnie’s Chapel will hold its Vacation Bible
School from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The theme is Pets
Unleashed.

Sunday, Aug. 6

Salem Church will hold its Vacation Bible
School from 12:30-5 p.m. at 159 Salem Church
Road, Patrick Springs.
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Ongoing

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. Event is for anyone wanting a deeper un-
derstanding of the Old Testament and how it re-
lates to us now. Come and discover the Hebrew
side of the Christian Faith during the meetings
held at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation
Office is now accepting football registration for
the 2023-24 school year. Students who are cur-
rently in grades K-7 are eligible to participate
in the recreation department’s football program.
Registration forms are available at any elemen-
tary school or parents can call the recreation of-
fice at (276) 694—3917 to register children. The
deadline for registration is Friday, September 8.
Games will begin the first week of October.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument,
or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library’s LEGO Club with
Ms. Sam is held on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
This program is mainly intended for school age
children. For more information, call (276) 694-
3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club (BARC) and
the Region Four Auxiliary Communication net-
work (AUXCOMM) meetings are at 6:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m., respectively, on the 4th Thursday
of each month at the First Christian Church in
Galax. Visit www.briarpatcharc.com for more

information.

All announcements to he included

in the Community Calendar must be
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the
week before publish date. Items
are published as space permits.
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

* Horse Feed

¢ Chicken Feed

* Beef Grower Feeds

 Corn Gluten Pellets  « Soyhull Pellets
Whole Beef Hamburger $5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

* Sheep & Goat Feed
* Hay Stretcher
* Calf Feed

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Mark Pendleton Jason Pendleton
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ONLINE AUCTION

Ends Friday, August 25th at 3 PM
Large Wooded Retreat for Sale at Auction in Martinsville VA
TBD Green Acres Circle, Martinsville, VA 24112

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Check out this exceptional opportunity to own a remarkable wooded retreat
in Martinsville VA. This land is richly adorned with a stand of mature Virginia
Pines and hardwoods, offering a great escape from the hustle and bustle of
city life. This +/- 71.03 acre property provides ample space for your vision. The
front portion offers level terrain, providing perfect locations fora dream home
or secluded cabin. There are endless opportunities for hunting, camping,
and recreation. Enjoy the wildlife and beauty provided by Tanyard Branch.
Located conveniently behind the Green Acres Trailer Park, this property
offers the best of both worlds with exclusion and easy access to amenities,
schools, shopping, and dining options. Do not miss your opportunity to own
this extraordinary property! Refer to Bidder Packet at VAAuctionPro.com for
VA Forestry Stewardship Plan and Map.

Terms - 10% Buyer's Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on the day of sale. Close on
or before October 9th, 2023. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is,
where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due
diligence. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is
placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to
register to bid early to ensure you receive notifications regarding any changes to
the Auction, Bidder Packet, and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder
Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract, and
maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

CONTACT - Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com.

You can also contact Realtor Michael Stevens at
276-952-8443 or email MichaelStevensRealtor@gmail.com.

102I S.é.ocust Street, United
Floyd, VA 24091 nite i
(540) 745-2005 '0 ountry Blue Ridge Land

VAAuctionPro.com
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Blood type can now be listed
on VA driver’s license or ID
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BLOOD:
TYPE
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Virginians may now
choose to indicate their
blood type to include
on their driver’s li-
cense to assist first re-
sponders in the event
of an emergency.

Virginians have the
option to indicate their
blood type when they
renew or replace their
driver’s license or ID
at dmv.virginia.gov or
in-person at any Vir-
ginia Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV)

customer service cen-
ter. Customers who are
applying for a license
or ID for the first time
must visit a customer
service center in per-
son.

If you renew or re-
place your credential
online, you will be
prompted with a ques-
tion whether you’d like
to indicate blood type
during the transaction.

Choosing to have
your blood type dis-

JOIN OUR

FREE

DIGITAL
NEWSLETTER
INSTEAD

DON'T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

played on your license
or ID is optional. The
blood type will be dis-
played in a small icon
on the front of your li-
cense or ID.

It is not required
to show proof of your
blood type if you'd
like it to appear on
your credential. It is
your responsibility to
self-certify, and make
sure you have your cor-
rect blood type.

“The law was intend-
ed to aid individuals
and first responders

when every second
counts in an emer-
gency,” said DMV

Commissioner Gerald
Lackey. “DMV is proud
to provide Virginians
with options. On your
driver’s license or ID,
you can indicate not
only your blood type,
but also your willing-
ness to be an organ
donor, your veteran
status and can even
list important medical
indicators.”

Not all pills are real.

Pills not from a licensed pharmacy can be deadly.
StopOverdose.info
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Focus on Response and Education to Stay Healthy

Opioids, stimulants, meth, and heroin laced with Fentanyl
are increasingly linked to overdose in Martinsville and

Henry, Franklin, and Patrick Counties. An amount the size
of a few grains of salt can be deadly.

Call our warmline for help:
Henry & Patrick Counties 276-638-7337

StopOverdose.info
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home was built in 1837 and features a lot of its orig- This beautiful building lot in the Seven Springs Subdivision! This
inal character. There are 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and 4 non-con- 6.319 acre property offers some breathtaking mountain views and
forming bedrooms. The home sits on 9.26 acres. $495,000 would be ideal for the construction of your vacation or mountain
home. $75,000

This historical

Check out this building lot, located 5 minutes from Stuart and 3 This 4 acre lot would be a nice size lot would be great to build a

minutes from Patrick Springs. The lot is mostly level and would  home on. It is located approximately 15 minutes from Stuart and
make a great place to build a new home. $15,000 35 minutes from Martinsville. $18,000

ST

Buildable lot located right off Highway 58. It is 30 minutes frbm This completely wooded 33.11 acre tract offers over 1,500’ of
Martinsville and 10 minutes from Stuart. This lot is also 1 mile  frontage on Warehouse Street. The large tract would be ideal for
from the Gordon Trent Golf Course. $25,000 hunting, ATV riding, or building your dream home on. $79,900

PENDING

MEADOWS
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Stunning 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home on 10.15. acres of land  Beautifully maintained 2 bedroom, 2 bath home on 11.29 acres
located just minutes from the Blue Ridge Parkway. Property offers  of land. Home is nestled at the end of a country road making for
an amazing view of the Blue Ridge Mountains! $549,000 great seclusion and privacy! $400,000

Farms - Homes - Land - Estates - Personal Property

Interested in selling? Our Jumpstart Program might be the answer! Contact us today for more information at (540) 745-2005.
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