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High school student awarded Carnegie Medal
By Taylor Boyd
Rayna Michelle Montgomery, of 

Stuart, took little thought for her 
own safety when she risked her life 
to help save two sisters from drown-
ing in 2021, but on September 6, 
she was recognized for her heroism 
with a Carnegie Medal.

Ninth District U.S. Rep. Mor-
gan Griffith, R-Salem, presented 
the medal from the Carnegie Hero 
Fund, which was established by 
Andrew Carnegie in 1904 to recog-
nize acts of selfless acts of heroism, 
bravery, and courage performed in 
the United States or Canada.

“The Carnegie Hero Fund Com-
mission awards the medal to those 
who risk death or serious physical 
injury to an extraordinary degree 
while saving or attempting to save 
the lives of others,” Griffith said.

Montgomery’s actions on April 
18, 2021, at Kure Beach, N.C., 
prompted the award, Griffith said 
of the day that two sisters, aged 11 
and 14, were pulled 110 feet from 
shore by strong rip currents.

“Multiple people responded in-
cluding Jessica Lea Embry, a 
40-year-old Wilmington, North 
Carolina teacher, and our honor-
ee, Rayna Michelle Montgomery, a 
17-year-old from Stuart, Virginia.” 

Griffith said Embry reached at 
least one of the girls in water nine 
feet deep, but was repeatedly sub-
merged by rough surf and eventual-
ly lost consciousness.

“Rayna swam to the panicking 
11-year-old who repeatedly sub-
merged her. Rayna towed her to a 
point about 15 feet from the shore 
where a man took the girl and 

brought that child to safety,” he 
said.

Montgomery then exited the 

Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith, 
R-Salem, presented the Carnegie Medal to 
Rayna Michelle Montgomery on Wednesday, 
September 6 at the Virginia Motorsports 
Museum and Hall of Fame.

Rayna Michelle Montgomery received 
the Medal with her friends and family in 
attendance.

Unique moving day celebration 
capped Labor Day festivities

By Joanne Hill
Labor Day 2023 was a momentous 

occasion for many who gathered at the 
corner of JEB Stuart Highway and 
Central Academy Road to watch the 
moving of the Hopkins/Carter house. 
Much like a tailgate party, there were 
coolers and chairs, summer hats, and 

homemade cake. The grandchildren 
of J.D. “Jim” Hopkins, who built the 
large, two-story farmhouse, and the 
present owners, the children of A.C. 
and Lillian Carter, who were the sec-
ond owners of the home, were espe-
cially pleased to see the house spared 
from new road construction by being 

moved several yards to the east.
Highway 58, previously known as 

Wytheville-Danville Turnpike, is the 
connector road between Stuart and 
Meadows of Dan. It is being upgrad-
ed to a four-lane highway to better 
manage mountain traffic; the familiar 
Hopkins/Carter landmark was stand-

ing in the way of the new route so 
would either be destroyed or relocat-
ed. The house was built in 1918, and 
locals who have observed the house, 
some daily, were also happy to see the 
landmark being preserved.

Jim Hopkins and his family were 

Lengthy investigation 
yields nearly 200 drug 

related charges
Thirty-nine people were indicted 

on 191 narcotics distribution charges 
in a round of indictments that will 
remain sealed until September 19, 
according to Patrick County Sheriff 
Dan Smith.  

The indictments stem from an 
18-month investigation conducted 
by the Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s Special Investigation Unit, 
and led by Lt. Nicholas Pendleton 
and investigator Brian Hubbard, 
Smith said.

Law enforcement officers were ac-
tive throughout Monday making ar-
rests, and as of 3 p.m., Smith said 16 
people had been charged.

“We will remain active through-
out the week searching for those on 
the list, in addition to working with 
authorities in Henry County and 
North Carolina to apprehend those 
who live there,” the sheriff said.

All of those names will be released 
once the indictments are unsealed.

An indictment is not an indication 
of guilt, but a grand jury’s determi-
nation that enough evidence exists 
to warrant a trial.

Grand jurors also handed down 
several indictments unrelated to the 
sealed documents on September 5.  

According to records in the Patrick 
County Court Clerk’s Office, those 
named are:

*Henriy Galeas, 19, of Stuart, one 
count each reckless handing of a 
firearm causing serious injury and 
unlawfully shoot in occupied dwell-
ing, Jan. 18.

*Brittany Nicole Ownes, 28, of 
Stuart, one count each child endan-
germent and possession of metham-
phetamine, on or between Aug. 14 
and Aug. 15, 2022.

*Andrew Tyler Clifton, 28, of Stu-
art, child endangerment, Aug. 14, 
2022.

*Joseph Eugene Dodd, 27, of Stu-

Miller is gauging interest 
in creating a Lions Club

By Taylor Boyd
A Meadows of Dan man wants to 

gauge interest in creating a local Li-
ons Club International Club in Pat-
rick County.

Danny Miller, who is a member 
of the Hillsville club, said there’s a 
club in Martinsville, but not in Pat-
rick County.

“There used to be a Lions Club in 
Stuart years ago, and it went away. 
I’ve talked to people in Stuart, ‘oh 
yeah I remember that’ and they did 
a lot of good things I heard,” Miller 
said. “But sadly, and I’m right there 

with them, people get older, and as 
they do, many people don’t feel like 
they can do as much as they used 
to. Well, you can’t, but you can still 
do things. You can still help people.”

The Lions Club is an internation-
al service organization that began 
in 1917 in Chicago. 

Miller said as World War I was 
still ongoing and several immi-
grants were coming to the country, 
Melvin Jones, the organization’s 
founder, wanted to do something to 
help others.

Danny Miller is gauging community interest to start a Lions Club International club in 
Patrick County.

The house nears its final resting place, with three of Mr. 
Carter’s daughters seated on the porch glider.

An aerial view of the move, courtesy of Hubbard 1 
Productions, which can be found on YouTube at https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UC1qfBaGGbKa4_scO8r1h3SA. 
Hubbard 1 Productions can also be found on Facebook.

Mrs. Carter’s four sisters were among the onlookers.

Two of Mr. Jim Hopkins’ grandchildren, Betsy Hughes, 
(standing), and Nancy Smart, were among the family 
members watching as the house was moved. 

The house with the wheels to move it in place. (Photos by 
Joanne Hill)

Aerial views are courtesy of Hubbard 1 Productions, which 
can be found on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC1qfBaGGbKa4_scO8r1h3SA. Hubbard 1 
Productions can also be found on Facebook.
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Chamber Chat for August 
By Rebecca Adcock
“Less than a month ago, all of Au-

gust still stretched before us – long and 
golden and reassuring, like an endless 
period of delicious sleep.” ― Lauren 
Oliver

The beginning of each new month 
always feels like forever but before 
you know it we are turning the page 
in our monthly planners. With all the 
events and planning there was little 
time for sleep. 

We kicked August off right with the 
Southwest Virginia Tourism Awards 
on August 1st. Patrick County walked 
away with four awards: The Maga-
zine, a print ad in Our State Mag-
azine, Rising Star Grace Cooper at 
Patrick County Tourism and Primi-
tive Coffee. Next up was a follow up 
meeting with the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation. They are in the process 
of working on initiatives to unify the 
gateway communities along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. 

Villa Appalaccia celebrated their 
five-year anniversary under the new 
owners and fundraised on behalf of 
the Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary. Their celebration weekend 
netted $1,209 for the program. This 
along with another $1,300 from an 
anonymous donor will help us in get-
ting more books into children’s hands 
at that early age of 0-5 years old. We 
currently have over two hundred 
kids registered for this free program. 
For more information, check out the 
Chamber’s website. 

We also spent a lot of time in Mead-
ows of Dan this month visiting busi-
nesses as well as events. The Cham-
ber is happy that Skyline National 
Bank opened, and we assisted with 
their ribbon cutting on August 18th. 
The Folk Fair was well attended and 
enjoyed great weather. The Chamber 
worked with the Blue Ridge Park-
way Foundation to show Rock Castle 
Home, the documentary about Rock 
Castle Gorge. It was well attend-
ed with some descendants showing 
up to see it. Then we were back up 
to       The Mayberry Trading Post 
on August 22nd for the Business Af-
ter Hours and again on August 23rd 
meeting with Senator Warner on his 

visit through the area when stopped 
at Mabry Mill. 

The Chamber was also busy this 
month meeting with the new county 
EDA director and working to assist 
with getting up to speed. Interviews 
for the county administrator posi-
tion occurred and by the time you are 
reading this, I hope we have a newly 
appointed administrator. There are so 
many projects that we need an ener-
getic person to come in and keep mov-
ing Patrick County forward. I look for-
ward to working with the new county 
administrator along with all the other 
county and town officials as “we all 
play in the same sandbox” that is Pat-
rick County and work for the better-
ment of the county as a whole. 

As we look into September, of course 
the big event is the Patrick County 
Agricultural

Fair Sept 12-17. Stop in and see the 
Chamber’s booth when you are visit-
ing the fair. We have also updated the 
Apple Dumpling Festival 5K regis-
tration form for the race to be held on 
Saturday, October 21st. 

For more information on any of 
the events past and upcoming, visit 
the Chamber’s website www.patrick-
chamber.com or call 276-694-6012.

New Members: Bent Fox Farm, 
Stuart Ruritan Club, and Bassett 
Community Center. Thank you to all 
who join and support the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

(Adcock is the director of the Patrick 
County Chamber of Commerce.)

This gorgeous female Husky has been hanging 
around the Abram Penn Hwy area for months be-
ing fed by good neighbors. We would like to find her 
owner. If you recognize her, please call the shelter.

This little heeler mix is the sweetest girl and the 
ladies at the shelter just love her. She is so upset 
at the shelter we would like to find her owner or a 
home as soon as possible. She was found on Midway 
Drive in Spencer.

The Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) is packed with a lot of nice pets looking 
for homes. Call the shelter at (276) 694-6259, or 
view available pets on the shelter’s Facebook page. 
Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/neuter and 
a rabies vaccination.

The Patrick County Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) offers a spay/neuter program for dogs. Call 
(276) 694-2378 and leave a message. Someone will 
call you back.

Pets of the Week

Tourism Talks
Hello Patrick,
Are you ready for some excite-

ment? How about the 69th Annual 
Patrick County Agricultural Fair? 
This is a place with lots of lights, 
games, sounds, smells, and fun 
things to do. It’s more than just a 
fair! It’s a homecoming and gather-
ing of friends, a place where you can 
go and see people you haven’t seen 
in a while. I highly recommend that 
this be on your radar this week. 
We just wrapped up another great 
weekend with all of the various 
music events and fellowships. So, 
let’s keep the ball rolling with even 
more awesome happenings. 

I do want to let you know that the 
new Fall 2023 Patrick County Mag-
azine is hot off the press and will 
be available at the fair. You must 
come by and get one. I can tell you 

that you will be pleasantly sur-
prised, and it is outstanding! 

Tourism has a lot on our plate 
this month and next. We appreci-
ate the county’s support and the 
various groups that brings us all 
of the entertainment. So, ride the 
rides, take a chance on the games 
of skill, eat food you normally don’t 
get, enjoy the crafts, view the ex-
hibits, enjoy the music, do some 
square dancing, watch some cars 
go for the trophy at the Demolition 
Derby, and have some fun! We hope 
to see you and remember, “Come 
Get Lost and Find Yourself Here.” 
At the Fair!!! 

I’ll be in touch soon. 
Best regards, 
James Houchins, Director of 

Tourism 
(jhouchins@co.patrick.va.us)

Arrests reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-

fice reported the following:
*Jeffrey Scott Bridgeman, 40, of 

Stuart, was charged Sept. 1 with 
trespass. Lt. D.L. Foley was the ar-
resting officer.

*Joseph Brooks Iddings, 40, of 
Stokesdale, N.C., was charged Sept. 
2 with assault. Sgt. L.L. Carroll, 
Jr., was the arresting officer.

*James Daniel Biggs, 32, of Stu-
art, was charged Sept. 3 with one 
count each public intoxication and 
break and enter. Deputy J.S. Kend-
rick and Sgt. L.K. Carroll, Jr., were 

the arresting officers.
*Casey Marie Henderson, 36, 

address unavailable, was charged 
Sept. 3 with two counts each tres-
pass and intentional damage to a 
monument. Senior Trooper J.N. 
Mabe was the arresting officer.

*Robert Lee Marshall, 60, of 
Meadows of Dan, was charged Sept. 
4 with brandishing a firearm. Depu-
ty E. Sain was the arresting officer.

*Tommy Joe Strothers Jr., 38, of 
Meadows of Dan, was charged Sept. 
4 with a warrant of extradition. Sgt. 
C.A. Frick was the arresting officer.

Pesticide Collection 
Program Dates, 

Collection Sites Set
Farmers, pesticide 

dealers, pest control 
firms, certified applica-
tors, homeowners and 
golf course operators are 
encouraged to partici-
pate in the 2023 Virginia 
Pesticide Collection Pro-
gram. The program col-
lects unwanted, outdated 
or banned pesticides, at 
no cost to eligible partic-
ipants, and disposes of 
them in a safe manner.

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services 
(VDACS) Office of Pesti-
cide Services, with par-
ticipation from Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 
and the Division of Con-
solidated Laboratory 
Services, oversee the pro-
gram, which has collected 
and destroyed more than 
1.5 million pounds of out-
dated and unwanted pes-
ticides since its inception. 
The program is funded 
through pesticide product 
registration fees collected 
by VDACS.

The following is a list 
of the 2023 collection 
sites and schedule. All 
locations are open from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

            Sept. 26 - Lynch-
burg Livestock Market, 
243 Livestock Rd., Rust-
burg, Va.

            Sept. 27 - South-
ern States-Farmers Co-
operative, 182 Smi Way, 
Farmville, Va.

            Sept. 28 - Me-
herrin Ag & Chemical, 
1409 Vincent Store Rd., 
Charlotte Court House, 
Va.

            Oct. 3 - Nu-
trien Ag (Fertilizer Ware-
house), 204 South Lunen-
burg Ave., South Hill, Va.

            Oct. 4 - Hal-
ifax County Agriculture 
Marketing Center, 1001 
Farmway Ln., Scotts-
burg, Va.

            Oct. 5 - Pied-
mont Farmers Cooper-
ative (Formerly known 
as Southern States Cha-
tham

Co-op), 485 

Tightsqueeze Industrial 
Rd., Chatham, Va.

            Oct. 11 - Na-
tional Guard Armory, 315 
Commonwealth Blvd. W., 
Martinsville, Va.

 
In administering the 

Pesticide Collection Pro-
gram, VDACS divides 
Virginia into five regions. 
Each year, the depart-
ment conducts a collec-
tion in a different region. 
Once all five regions have 
been served, the program 
starts another cycle. Click 
here for the list of future 
collection localities.

Participants must 
transport their unwanted 
pesticides to the collection 
sites. If participants can-
not safely containerize 
the unwanted pesticides 
for transport, VDACS 
may arrange assistance 
on a case-by-case basis. 
Only pesticides will be 
accepted. Pesticide con-
taminated material (for 

example, pesticide con-
taminated fertilizer) will 
not be accepted as part 
of the collection program. 
In addition, the program 
does NOT accept motor 
oil, paint, fuel, fertilizer 
or other chemicals.

Participants need to 
complete a pesticide col-
lection registration form 
prior to the scheduled 
collection date and return 
the completed form to ops.
enf@vdacs.virginia.gov or 
mail to Office of Pesticide 
Services, VDACS, P.O. 
Box 1163, Richmond Vir-
ginia 23218. The form is 
available at www.vdacs.
virginia.gov/pdf/dispos-
alregistration.pdf or by 
contacting the program at 
(804) 371-6560.

Participants should di-
rect questions to their lo-
cal Virginia Cooperative 
Extension agent or to the 
VDACS Office of Pesti-
cide Services at ops.enf@
vdacs.virginia.gov.

*Offer ends 9/15/2023. Subject to approved credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions may apply. See James River for details.
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Carnegie Medal
(cont. from page 1)

Moving Day
(cont. from page 1)

ocean and vomited the water she 
had swallowed, Griffith said. The 
14-year-old girl also reached the 
beach, while firefighters rescued 
another man and Embry.

“Embry could not be revived. She 
had drowned. Rayna went to the 
hospital the following day, and her 
treatment included the use of an 
inhaler. Thank goodness she recov-
ered,” Griffith said.

While Montgomery may not have 
fully appreciated the risk she had 
taken, Griffith said it was clearly 
dangerous because not everyone 
survived.

He thanked Montgomery for her 
selflessness and her heroic actions.

“I will tell you there is nothing 
I honor higher than courage. The 
courage to do something like this is 
amazing. While you may not have 
thought about it at the time, there 
were lots of other people on the 

beach who didn’t do what you did, 
who didn’t have that instinct to go 
into the water,” he said.

Montgomery said she was visit-
ing Kure Beach for a day trip.

“I’m just glad I was there for the 
24 hours I was there, and I was 
able to do that,” she said.

Montgomery had also only been 
in the ocean once before when she 
was young and had no idea what 
she was getting herself into.

“When I did, I realized it was 
scary, and it was a fight. She 
fought and I fought like the whole 
100 feet, I guess. It felt shorter 
than they said it was. They say it 
was 100 feet, but just know it just 
felt very shorter and faster and 
chaotic,” she said.

Montgomery said she was scared 
when she went into the ocean be-
cause the girl she saved kept push-
ing her under to stay above the 

water.
“She actually was taking my top 

off, so I was topless in the water at 
one point,” she added.

Montgomery said she went into 
the ocean on pure instinct.

“The thing that set me off was I 
heard the word ‘kids.’ They were 
like, ‘there are kids drowning,’ and 
as soon as I heard kids, it was just 
a heartdrop, and I have to help 
them because they’re kids,” she 
said. “You hear kids, and you have 
to help them.”

Following the rescue, Montgom-
ery used an inhaler for three days 
as needed. She believes it was 
needed because of the soreness in 
her lungs from breathing so heav-
ily.

Montgomery said she got her 
swimming experience from the 
pool in the apartment complex she 
grew up in.

“I was in the pool every day, 
that’s where I got my skills,” she 
said.

Montgomery currently works the 
third shift at the Stuart Walmart. 
She was enrolled in the online 
school offered at Patrick County 
High School.

Noting that he’s been in office 
for 13 years and represents a dis-
trict that is larger than nine states 
by land mass, Griffith said this 
marked the first time he has ever 
been asked to present a Carnegie 
Medal.

While the ceremony was to honor 
Montgomery, she requested those 
in attendance to take a moment to 
honor Embry.

“I know that her brothers are re-
ceiving it for her, I can’t be there, 
but I do want to make sure that 
she’s honored in any kind of way,” 
she said.

farmers in the Buffalo Ridge section of Patrick 
County and moved to the Central Academy area in 
1910. According to an account recorded in Patrick 
County Heritage, Volume I, by A.D. Hopkins, Jr., 
the family was moved by two ox-drawn wagons to 
the new location to run a store.  They later built the 
house for their expanding family. The home had an 
indoor bathroom and electricity, both unusual for 
that time period. Nancy Smart, nearly 90 years 
old and a grandchild of Jim, who was watching the 
move, recalled sitting on the edge of the bathtub 
washing her feet before bedtime, as she would have 
gone barefoot all day.

At some point, Route 58 was moved several 
yards to the west, which left the back side of the 
home facing the present-day highway. So, as the 
house was being repositioned, it had to be rotated a 
quarter turn so the front would face Central Acad-
emy Road.

As onlookers patiently awaited the beginning 
of the move, they were in awe that there was no 
heavy equipment on site to move the house. They 
learned that all of the moving would be done by 
remote control. The house had been elevated and 
wheels placed underneath. This was puzzling as all 
the wheels seemed to be facing different directions. 
Employees of Wolfe House and Building Movers, 
from Bernville, PA, were busily working all around 
the house preparing for it to move.

Eventually, the operator of a small remote device 
squatted near the corner of the house, and very, 
very slowly, the house began to move. Excitement 
among the crowd heightened as the fascinating 
concept became a reality. One had to focus on a 
nearby stationary object to actually see the move-
ment of the house, as it proceeded so slowly. It had 
to be moved a little and then stopped to re-shuffle 
the boards that were placed under the wheels for 
each short move. Appalachian Power Company 
was present to move a power line, and several trees 
had been cut to make way for the move. 

After several hours, the house had been turned 
and reached its final destination. Not a brick had 
fallen from the two chimneys in the house, and not 
a chair had moved an inch on the porch. Three of 
the Carter children who lived in the house after 
their family bought it in 1968 sat on a glider on 
the side porch as the house was moved the final 
few feet.  

Feelings of sadness, happiness, nervousness, 
and excitement were expressed. Many relatives, 

all five Carter children, and their grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, five of Lillian’s siblings, 
grandchildren of Jim Hopkins, plus neighbors and 
friends were present to witness the migration of 
this 100+-year-old country home. Much work will 
still need to be done, but a sigh of relief could be 
felt at the end of this memorable Labor Day cele-
bration.

See more photos online at www.theenterprise.
net.

Aerial views are courtesy of Hubbard 1 Productions, at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1qfBaGGbKa4_
scO8r1h3SA.

The home moves across the pavement before finally coming to rest. (Photos by Kurt Bozenmeyer)

art, hit and run attended property, 
April 3.

*Darian Rayburn Tatum, 49, of 
Critz, elude, Jan. 10.

*Susan Michelle Smith, 40, of 
Martinsburg, WV, six counts lar-
ceny of catalytic converter and two 
counts conspiracy to commit larceny 
of catalytic converter, on or between 
Feb. 1 and March 17.

*Tony Lee Epperson, 51, of Mt. 
Airy, N.C., six counts larceny of cat-
alytic converter and conspire to com-
mit larceny of catalytic converter, on 
or between Feb. 1 and March 17.

*Crystal Kathleen Luckado, 33 of 
Stuart, assault and batter on law 
enforcement officer, April 16.

*Crystal Sue Darrah, 48, of Eden, 

N.C., grand larceny, Jan. 14.
*Andrew Manuel Tapanes, 30, of 

Meadows of Dan, elude, April 22.
*Dale Anthony Helms, 26, of Stu-

art, assault and batter on law en-
forcement officer, May 20.

*Debbie Jean Sexton, 58, of Stu-
art, one count each assault and 
batter on law enforcement officer 
and destruction of property, on or 
between Sept. 1, 2022 and Feb. 24, 
2023.

*Wendy Marie Tilley, 47, of Bas-
sett, two counts grand larceny of a 
motor vehicle, on or between July 18 
and Aug. 23, 2022.

*Dillard Clayton France, Jr., 54, of 
Ararat, two counts domestic assault 
and battery – 3rd offense, and one 

count child endangerment, June 13.
*William Scott Jackson, 49, of 

Woolwine, malicious wounding, on 
or between July 15 and July 19.

*Anthony Leroy Brannon, 58, of 
Jonesville, SC, one count each ab-
duction, prevent 911 call, and mali-
cious wounding, Feb. 27.

*Brandi Gibbs Crews, 43, of Eden, 
N.C., possession of methamphet-
amine, March 25.

*Matthew Blake Foley, 20, of Stu-
art, one count each object sexual 
penetration and sodomy of victim 
age 13+, one of between Jan. 1, 2022 
and June 30, 2023.

*Vershonda Tamika Renne Lewis, 
39, of Bassett, one count each con-
cealed carry a concealed weapon, 

possession of Schedule I or II drugs, 
and possession of Schedule I or II 
drug while possessing firearm, Feb. 
11.

*James Robert Mullins, 45, of 
Bassett, one count each possession 
of oxycodone, possession of fentan-
yl, and possession of methamphet-
amine, Jan. 28.

*Billy Joe Plaster, 45, of Salem, 
possession of methamphetamine, 
Feb. 9.

*Lori Beth Tate, 40, of Stuart, pos-
session of methamphetamine, Jan. 
13.

*Russell David Worley, 26, of Stu-
art, one count each possession of 
fentanyl and possession of metham-
phetamine, Oct. 8, 2022.

Lions Club
(cont. from page 1)

Drug Charges
(cont. from page 1)

“He contacted some of his busi-
ness colleagues and they got to-
gether and formed a group. Over 
the next several years it became a 
national organization and now it’s 
an international organization,” he 
said.

The Lions Club currently has 
around 1.4 million members world-
wide with over 40,000 clubs in more 
than 200 countries.

Miller said the club is based on 
service and works to fulfill the 
needs of individual communities 
and the world.

“Right now, Lions Internation-
al (has) funds to give to Florida to 
help with the hurricanes. Around 
the world, they support and provide 
humanitarian aid for disasters” on 
all levels, he said.

While the club does anything it 

can to help, Miller said it has five 
main initiatives of focus. 

The biggest is its Sight First pro-
gram, which addresses sight loss 
and hearing loss. It began as a way 
to help people who couldn’t afford 
glasses.

“Today on a local level, Lions 
Clubs collect glasses. Those glass-
es are sent to a recycling center in 
Roanoke, one of four in the nation. 
Every pair of glasses is manually 
inspected, if they’re good then they 
are thoroughly cleaned and sani-
tized. If they have problems, they’re 
broken or whatever, then the parts 
are recycled,” he said.

Its other main initiatives include 
environmental issues, hunger, dia-
betes, and childhood cancer.

Miller said he’s trying to get in-
formation about the organization to 

as many people as possible to see if 
there’s local interest. 

“It’s for people who have a heart 
for service. That’s what it takes, 
someone who’s willing to give some 
of their time to help a neighbor,” 
he said. “That’s what it really boils 
down to, people helping people. 
That’s what Lions are about.”

Miller said the club funds its proj-
ects through donations and fund-
raising efforts. 

“The monies that they raise, 100 
percent of it goes to their projects,” 
he said. “There’s not a lot of admin-
istrative costs. The club is the club. 
We pay dues” to cover those expens-
es, he said.

To start the fully chartered club 
he wishes to create, 20 members 
are required. However, to create a 
branch club of a parent club, only 

five members are needed. 
Miller said there is also the poten-

tial to start a Leo program for chil-
dren and teenagers. The program 
is designed for those 12 to 18 years 
old and focuses on the individual 
and social development of teens and 
preteens.

“Generally, they are part of a high 
school program to get the younger 
generation interested in serving, 
and they do their own projects and 
all,” he said.

As the club has not officially been 
formed yet, no meeting place has 
been decided on. However, Miller 
does have some places in mind.

Those interested in joining the 
club should contact Miller at (434) 
610-1933.

For more information, go to www.
lionsclub.org.
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Biden Policies Make the 
U.S. Look Weak Abroad

All Americans have 
personally felt the nega-
tive consequences of the 
Biden Administration’s 
domestic policy choic-
es. Rampant inflation, 
spurred in large part by 
the multi-trillion-dollar 
spending packages tout-
ed by the President, is 
now costing families an 
extra $700 per month in 
spending.

And then there are the Biden Admin-
istration’s energy policies, which have 
severely hampered domestic oil and 
gas production and made permitting 
new fossil fuel projects extremely diffi-
cult (including recently canceling Alas-
kan drilling leases). As a result, every-
one continues to pay more at the pump.

Everywhere we go, prices are up and 
in turn, life is more difficult.

Unfortunately, the Administration’s 
flawed policies are not only seen here 
in the U.S. – they also extend to the 
world stage.

This past August marked the two-
year anniversary of Biden’s chaotic and 
deadly withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
Within hours of the withdrawal, Af-
ghanistan’s President Ghani had fled, 
and control of the country ceded to the 
Taliban.

The Administration’s poor planning 
led to troops abandoning Bagram Air-
field in the middle of the night, leaving 
behind approximately $7 billion worth 
of military equipment, including guns, 
ammunition, military vehicles, air-
craft, etc.

In addition, our chaotic exit led to the 
death of 13 U.S. service members, af-
ter two ISIS-K suicide bombers, freed 
from prison by the Taliban, detonated 
bombs at the Kabul International Air-
port, where our military was leading 
evacuation efforts.

And now I believe we’ve seen our fail-
ure to withdraw in an orderly manner, 
that would be expected of a profession-
al military, has opened the door to ag-
gression elsewhere by our adversaries.

Our failed withdrawal has allowed 

Iran to push the narrative that the 
West is unreliable, its policies destined 
to fail, and that they themselves are the 
only reliable actor in the Middle East.

Many argue, including myself, that 
our country’s failure in Afghanistan es-
sentially gave Vladimir Putin a green-
light to invade Ukraine. Putin’s Nation-
al Security Advisor Nikolai Patrushev 
publicly argued that given what hap-
pened in Afghanistan, Ukraine could 
not rely on the U.S. as it lacked the 
patience to achieve a military victory 
and, in the end, we would be disloyal to 
our allies in Ukraine, just as we were in 
Afghanistan.

Within weeks of the Afghanistan 
withdrawal, Putin began a buildup of 
Russian troops and weapons on the 
Ukrainian border. By February 2022, 
Russia invaded.  

However, what was projected to be 
a war lasting little more than a few 
weeks by both Russia and the Ameri-
can military establishment, has turned 
into a prolonged war.

Now with the war raging on, Rus-
sia’s supplies have dwindled and many 
of our other adversaries have come to 
their rescue.

U.S. intelligence reports say that 
China has been a huge supporter 
of Russia’s war effort, helping them 
evade Western sanctions. China has 
increased their purchase of Russian 
oil, gas, and other energy exports. Ad-
ditionally, they are allowing Russia to 
use their financial system to conduct 
transactions otherwise blocked by 
Western sanctions. China has also sent 
Russia navigation equipment, parts for 

fighter jets, and drones/drone parts.
Iran has also helped by supplying 

Russia with drones and other military 
equipment.

Further, North Korea and Russia 
are close to reaching an agreement, in 
which North Korea would supply Rus-
sia with artillery shells and anti-tank 
missiles, in return for access to Rus-
sian technology for satellites and nucle-
ar-powered submarines and supplies of 
food.

While our previous Administration 
was able to ease tensions with North 
Korea, this Administration’s actions 
are leading to a strengthened North 
Korean economy and their unpredict-
able military becoming more lethal.

On China, we already know that 
since 2021, they have “employed mul-
tiple diplomatic tools in an attempt to 
erode U.S. and partner influence, such 
as highlighting the U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan and criticizing U.S.-
backed security partnerships,” accord-
ing to the Department of Defense’s 
2022 report to Congress.

Perhaps that’s why earlier this year 
China was emboldened to deploy a spy 
balloon over the U.S. in order to collect 
intelligence.

And the Biden Administration 
showed weakness when it didn’t in-
tercept the offending balloon until it 
crossed the whole daggone country.

What’s next? Taiwan.
Right now, China is watching us, 

calculating how we will respond if they 
invade Taiwan.

I worry our missteps on the world 
stage these past two years have indi-
cated to China that invading Taiwan 
might be a sound move.

Why wouldn’t they? From a foreign 
viewpoint, our country’s President and 
his Administration are too weak to do 
what is necessary to defend Taiwan 
and other allies in the South Pacific.

If you have questions, concerns, or 
comments, call my Abingdon office at 
(276) 525-1405, my Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, or via email at 
www.morgangriffith.house.gov.
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Save Planet Earth With Nuclear Power
We have to reduce Carbon emis-

sions to address global warming. 
Renewable energy sources like 
wind power and solar power can 
only provide about 20% of our pow-
er requirements. To meet energy 
needs in the eastern U.S. we would 
need 100,000 square miles of solar 
panels (the size of New England) or 
800,000 square miles of windmills 
(the size of Alaska and California).

As a past scientist and engineer 
I believe the solution could be the 
construction of small-scale nucle-
ar power generating units linked 
together. A drawback to nuclear 
power has been previous accidents. 
The Chernobyl plant accident was 
due to shoddy construction and mis-
management, and the Three Mile 
Island partial meltdown was due to 
inadequate operator training. An-
other drawback has been the high 
cost of building large nuclear power 
plants.

Kairos Power is testing a small 
scale and affordable nuclear power 
unit in New Mexico. It is only 16 feet 
tall and could be housed in a small 
building. It uses molten fluoride 
salt to cool the reactor. If there is a 
cut to the power for the cooling sys-
tem and a failure of safety systems, 
the reactor will not melt down.

Nuclear power plants produce 
a minimal amount of spent fuel 
which is safely stored in sealed and 
monitored casks at the plant sites. 
The use of deep drilling to create 
horizontal bore holes could provide 
permanent storage facilities.

The future of our planet could 
rely on the replacement of fossil 
fuel power plants with nuclear pow-
er systems.

Note: The information in this let-
ter came from The Atlantic maga-
zine of March 2023.

Donald Moskowitz,
Londonderry, NH 

Digital Currency
(Newsmax, Reuters, Bloomberg, 

Newsweek, US Sun, Newsmax, 
Fox, CNN Business)

The Federal Reserve and the 
Biden Administration has quiet-
ly been considering the creation 
of a central bank digital currency 
(CBDC), which would be managed 
by the Federal Reserve. On March 
9, 2022, Biden signed an executive 
order requiring government to as-
sess the risks and benefits of creat-
ing a CBDC.

What it is: In summary, a central 
bank digital currency (CBDC) is a 
digital form of money issued by a 
central bank, similar to paper mon-
ey but in electric form. A US CBDC 
would be the digital version of the 
US dollar issued by the Federal Re-
serve, backed, and regulated by the 
central bank. CBDCs would func-
tion as legal tender and are sup-
ported by the issuing bank. Over 
90 countries central banks are cur-
rently exploring their own CBDCs.

How it works: Currently, when 
people deposit money in a bank, 
it becomes a liability for the bank, 
and that money is used to fund 
loans, which are the bank’s main 
assets. With a CBDC, if individuals 
and businesses switch from bank 
deposits to CBDCs, their money 
will no longer fund the economy 
through loans but will instead fund 
the government and government 
sponsored enterprises. It will shift 
the source of funding from the pri-
vate sector (banks and loans) to the 
public sector (government and its 
related entities).

What the dangers are: A CBDC 
would not be a digital version of 
the existing paper based dollar, 

but rather an entirely new curren-
cy that would exist exclusively in a 
digital electronic nonphysical form. 
The digital form would be program-
mable, trackable, and easily manip-
ulated. A programmable digital cur-
rency could easily be controlled and 
tracked by a government agency, no 
matter where you go in the country, 
and could be used to restrict you 
from being used in only certain sit-
uations. There would be no way for 
you to physically take CBDCs out 
of a depositary account, store them 
privately, own them directly, or use 
them without being surveilled by 
a government agency. All of your 
money would be kept by a bank or 
the Federal Reserve directly, which 
means they would own all of your 
CBDC money.

Current situation: The Feder-
al Reserve’s position is that it has 
made no decision on issuing a cen-
tral bank digital currency (CBDC) 
and would only proceed with an au-
thorizing law from Congress.

Whether Biden will try to use 
and Executive Order to establish a 
CBDC system is a lingering ques-
tion, given that his efforts to bypass 
Congress’s authority are not new. 
Stay tuned.

If a programmable CBDC is rolled 
out in the near future, you will not 
own money and you will have very 
little privacy, if any at all. That is 
great news for those who advocate 
for a socialist government and want 
more power, but it would be a cata-
strophic loss of freedom for the rest 
of us.

Pray for our country.
William Salser,
Stuart

Time change noted for Blood Drive
The Patrick County Blood Drive 

is scheduled for Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19, 11 am – 4 pm, at the John 
D. Hooker Building, Rotary Field. 
Please note the change in the time 
of donation.

The American Red Cross encour-
ages donors to make an appoint-
ment for your time to donate via in-
ternet at redcross.org or by calling 
1-800-733-2767. Walk-ins are wel-
comed but please know that your 
donation might take longer as those 
with appointments are accommo-

dated first.
The American Red Cross recom-

mends before donating that all do-
nors: Get a good night’s sleep; eat a 
well-balanced, nutritious meal; and 
drink lots of fluids 48 hours before 
donating

Looking forward to seeing you at 
Patrick County’s oldest Red Cross 
Blood Drive Tuesday, September 
19.

Gene Stirewalt,
Stuart

An Empty Barrel Makes 
the Most Noise

By Bryan Golden
You know the type. He or she 

is the loudest at parties, always 
showing off at work, boasting 
about their accomplishments to 
anyone who will listen, or acting 
as the know it all. There is no spe-
cific age, occupation, or education 
level that categorizes this type of 
person.

People who act in this fashion 
are big turnoffs to many. Given the 
option, you probably seek to es-
cape them whenever possible. Why 
do people behave in this manner? 
There are many reasons as well as 
theories. The cause is unimport-
ant. What does matter is not get-
ting caught by their conduct.

How do you prevent behaving 
like an empty barrel yourself? Be-
lieve in yourself. You don’t have 
to prove anything else to others. 
There’s no need to convince anyone 
of the legitimacy of your dreams. 
You follow your path because it 
leads to your destination, not to 
make an impression.

We all strive to be good at what 
we do. However, bragging about 
your competence is never appre-
ciated. Those who do boast are 
viewed as attempting to make up 
for some deficiency. It’s OK to be 
proud of your accomplishments. 
Real achievements speak for them-
selves. Keep in mind that your ob-
jective is to achieve your dreams, 
not to impress others.

Rather than talking about your-
self, show an interest in what 
someone else has done. Not only 
is a good listener appreciated, you 
will learn a great deal. Everyone 
has something to teach you, but 
you have to keep your ears open to 
discover it.

You encounter empty barrels in 
all settings; at work, socially, with 
family, and even with strangers in 
public. How can you avoid being 
impacted by them? Each situation 
requires a different strategy.

At work, the offending person 
can be a boss, a coworker, or a 
subordinate. In dealing with your 

boss, you have to endure some con-
tact. Keep your exposure as brief 
as possible by focusing your com-
munication on specific work is-
sues. Whenever possible, you can 
excuse yourself by saying you have 
to get back to work.

When interfacing with cowork-
ers, also stick to business. If you 
initiate social conversation, you 
open the door for annoying behav-
ior. Always be polite. Don’t insult, 
put down, or embarrass anyone. 
Excusing yourself to get back to 
work is effective with coworkers as 
well.

In managing subordinates, lead 
by example. You set the tone as to 
the type of behavior you consider 
appropriate. If someone is out of 
line, always speak to him or her in 
private. Never criticize in public.

Family can be more of a chal-
lenge.  Depending on the relation-
ship, you may not be able to avoid 
or minimize interaction. What you 
can do is try to change the subject 
as often as necessary. You won’t be 
able to change the offending per-
son, so don’t waste energy trying.

You have discretion regarding 
who you interact with socially. 
Those individuals you find annoy-
ing can be avoided.  Excusing your-
self and walking away is always 
an option. When confronted by an 
empty barrel, you aren’t obligated 
to respond. Just because someone 
asks you a question or makes an 
annoying statement doesn’t mean 
you have to answer.

When facing an empty barrel, 
you won’t convince them of any-
thing. You won’t change their be-
havior.  You don’t have to defend 
yourself. The maxim, “Never argue 
with a fool, onlookers may not be 
able to tell the difference,” has a 
lot of validity. Stand aside and let 
the empty barrels roll by.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to 
Live Without Limits.”  Contact 
Bryan at Bryan@columnist.com 
or visit www.DareToLiveWithout-
Limits.com Copyright 2023 Bryan 
Golden\
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We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Social Security Matters

Oscar and Elner Pendleton (photo from Wilda Vipperman) Oscar Pendleton and neighbor (photo from Wilda Vipperman)

Patrick Pioneers

Oscar Aaron Pendleton
By Beverly Belcher Woody
If you travel to the end of Sunset 

Drive and take a right on Route 
642, you will cross over the Oscar 
A. Pendleton Memorial Bridge that 
spans Poorhouse Creek on its’ way 
to meet the South Mayo River. Who 
was Oscar A. Pendleton?

Oscar’s great granddaughter, Mi-
chelle Morrison, stated, “Grandpa 
Oscar petitioned the town to build 
a new bridge leading to the county 
poorhouse because heavy rains of-
ten made the road impassable. The 
bridge was dedicated in his honor.”

Oscar Aaron Pendleton was born 
in 1897 to Moses Martin “Babe” 
Pendleton and Martha Adeline 
Harris Pendleton; Oscar was one of 
seven children born to the couple. 
His siblings were Eddie Greene, 
John Isaac, Clora, Lillie Annie, 
Mary Jane (Mae), and Inez Texas.

Oscar’s father, Babe and his fami-
ly ran a dry goods store in Meadows 
of Dan where Helms Road and De-
Hart Lane come to an intersection 
and a grain and feed mill across the 
road on Langhorne Mill Road.

When Oscar turned sixteen, 
he left home and went to work in 
the coal mines in West Virginia 
and Ohio. It was there at the Gulf 
Smokeless Coal Company that Os-
car received his draft board notice 
on July 20th, 1918; on his WWI 
draft registration card, he is de-
scribed as being stout and tall. 
Oscar completed his basic training 

at Fort Lee, Virginia and was sent 
to France to fight in World War I. 
Thankfully, he survived the war 
and was discharged at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey on March 3, 1919.

The following year, Oscar mar-
ried Miss Annie Elner Craig, the 
daughter of Billy and Minnie How-
ell Craig, of the Ballard area of 
Meadows of Dan. Oscar took his 
new bride back to Davy, West Vir-
ginia where he resumed work in 
the coal mines and Elner began 
raising their little family. The first 
of four daughters, Monnie Delene, 
was born on the 13th of Febru-
ary 1923, followed a year later by 
daughter, Wilda born on the 25th 
of July 1924.

After two of Oscar and Elner’s 
closest friends and neighbors were 
killed in the coal mines, the couple 
decided to take their family back to 
Patrick County. Two more daugh-
ters were born to the couple, Thel-
ma in 1929 and two years later, 
Velma Janice.

Oscar’s daughters and grand-
children have many memories and 
stories of this caring, sensitive, 
gentle man. Great-granddaugh-
ter Michelle Morrison shares that, 
“Grandma Monnie said they never 
knew there was a Great Depression 
until someone asked her about it, 
because her father, Great- Grand-
pa Oscar made sure that they grew 
and harvested enough to support 
them, help neighbors, and still 
have some to sell or trade. Grandpa 

Oscar was worried about sending 
his daughters to school, so he hired 
a girl to take care of them during 
the day. She cut up letters from the 
Corn Flakes box and taught them 
to how to read and write. When 
Grandma Monnie did start school, 
she only went for three years. but 
completed seven years of education 
in those three short years.”

By this time, Oscar’s parents had 
sold the store and mill in Meadows 
of Dan, had purchased a farm near 
Stuart, and were operating the 
M.M. Pendleton grocery store, ad-
joining Patrick Hardware in down-
town Stuart. Oscar and his broth-
er, John Isaac continued to run the 
store after their father’s death in 
1938 until the store was destroyed 
by fire on June 17, 1961, when the 
Patrick Hardware Store burned 
down.

Losing the store was a tragedy in 
more ways than the fire, because 
Pendleton’s Store was a gathering 
place for the community, as every-
one loved the Pendleton brothers. 
The late Kenneth Harbour shared 
the following memories with me 
several years ago. “When I began 
working at United Elastic in the 
1950’s, me and my coworkers would 
walk across the street to Pendle-
ton’s Store for our dinner break. 
I can remember Oscar standing 
behind the counter, slicing and 
weighing the cheese (which came 
with free crackers for each nick-
el’s worth of cheese). We all would 

catch up on the latest news from 
John Isaac while eating cheese and 
crackers, Vienna sausages, and 
bottles of pop.” From what I gath-
ered from Kenneth’s story is that 
Oscar was the businessman and 
John Isaac was the public relations 
man (smile).  

Daisy DeHart Pendleton wrote 
the following tribute to Oscar 
Pendleton in the Enterprise, “Now, 
this man expected no claim to fame 
and gave so much of his time to 
making everyone’s life more mean-
ingful, just living his life as a ded-
icated father, husband, and Chris-
tian. And yet, since his death, as 
you enter the valley, the beautiful 
drive by the creek, a bridge which 
spans Poorhouse Creek is dedicat-
ed to him. This was done to honor 
him for his dedicated interest in 
better roads and bridges for Patrick 
County. His concern for his family, 
friends, and neighbors ran so very 
deep. What a joy to have been the 
wife or child or friend of a man such 
as this.”

If you would like to learn more 
about this giant of a man, his late 
daughter wrote a wonderful tribute 
to him in the Patrick County Her-
itage Book, Volume I, 1791-1999. 
Thank you to his great-grand-
daughter, Michelle Morrison and 
the late Kenneth Harbour for shar-
ing their precious memories too.

Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com or 276-
692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm 
of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Why Is my Age 70 Benefit not 
Higher Than My January Amount?

Dear Rusty: I plan to retire in 2025 (the year I 
turn 70). Given that I’m still working, I’m delaying 
my Social Security until that year. I noticed on my 
Social Security statement that my payment in Jan-
uary of 2025 will not be much different than my 
age 70 amount in October of 2025. If that is truly 
the case, would it not be better for me to start tak-
ing Social Security payments starting in January 
of 2025. Am I missing anything here? Signed: Un-
certain Senior

Dear Uncertain Senior: Your benefit in Octo-
ber 2025 at age 70 will 
be about 6% more than 
it will be in January 
2025. If that isn’t shown 
on your Statement of 
Estimated Benefits, it 
may be due to a partic-

ular nuance in Social Security’s rules relating to 
Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs). When bene-
fits are claimed mid-year after full retirement age 
(FRA), the DRCs earned in that year aren’t applied 
until the following January. Thus, someone who 
claims benefits to start mid-year will initially get 
the DRCs they’ve earned through the end of the 
previous year, but not immediately get credit for 
the additional DRCs earned during the claim-year. 
Those extra DRCs earned between January and 
the month benefits started will be applied the fol-
lowing January. 

By way of example, if someone beyond FRA 
claims benefits to start in October 2024, their ini-
tial SS retirement benefit will be what they were 
entitled to at the end of 2023 and would not include 
DRCs earned between January 2024 and Septem-
ber 2024. They will collect that initial January 2024 
benefit until January 2025 when the DRCs earned 
in 2024 are applied, at which point their benefit 
would increase by 6%. There is, however, one ex-
ception to this rule, which is that all DRCs are im-
mediately credited when benefits are claimed to 

start in the month age 
70 is reached, so despite 
what your Statement 
of Estimated Benefits 
might reflect, if you 
claim for benefits to 

start in the month you turn 70 (October 2025) you 
will get your maximum age 70 benefit immediately 
and won’t need to wait until January 2026 for those 
extra DRCs to be applied. 

Unfortunately, Social Security’s benefit estima-
tor doesn’t explain how this nuance works and may 
show someone claiming mid-year receiving the 
same benefit as for the preceding January, with-
out further explanation. That is, in my opinion, a 
flaw in the estimator which may result in people 
making a wrong decision on when to claim their 
Social Security benefit. Nevertheless, rest assured 
that your benefit in October 2025 (the month you 
turn 70) will be your maximum amount - 6% more 
than it would be if you claimed benefits to start in 
January 2025, and you won’t need to wait until the 
following January to get the DRCs earned earlier 
in 2025. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-adviso-
ry) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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PCHS Sports Schedule

Patrick County High School’s Sports Schedule 
for the week of Sept. 14-19 is below:
9/14	 2pm	 Golf	vs	Abingdon,	Bassett,	Frank-

lin Co. (at Olde Mill GC)
 7pm Volleyball at Alleghany
9/15	 7pm	 Football	vs	Chatham
9/16	 TBA	 Cross	Country	Invitational	@	Hid-

den Valley High School
9/19	 2pm	 Golf	vs	Floyd	County	(at	Olde	Mill	

GC)
 7pm Volleyball vs Carroll County

Cougar Golf 
Plays Non-

District Matches
By Ashlee Mullis
The Cougar Golf Team hosted Bassett August 

30 at the Gordon Trent Golf Club. The Cougars 
shot a 321, taking a big win over Bassett who 
shot a 372. Chance Corns shot a 74, Lauren 
Worley and Parker Roop shot an 81, and Kendra 
Worley shot an 85.  

“Chance played a very solid round of golf today 
for us,” said Coach Philip Steagall. “Today was 
also our best team score of the year yet. As we 
get to the middle of the season, we have made a 
lot of progress.  We just need to keep the same 
mindset as we finish out the upcoming weeks.”  

The team competed at Copper Cove Golf Club, 
on September 1. Franklin County took the win 
shooting a 337, while the Cougars shot a 368.  

Lauren Worley led the Cougars with an 89, 
Parker Roop shot a 92, Chance Corns shot a 93, 
and Kendra Worley shot a 94.  

Coach Steagall said, “Lauren played well to-
day at a course she had only played one time 
before.”  

Chance Corns and Lauren Worley were low scorers for the 
Cougars.

Lauren Hazelwood The PCHS Cougars during a match against Glenvar.

JV volleyball team tops 
Glenvar in a thriller

By Pat Delaney
The Lady Cougar JV vol-

leyball team won a thrilling 
match against Glenvar on 
September 5 at Patrick Coun-
ty High School.

After dropping the first set, 
20-25, the Cougars fought 
back in a close second set, 25-
23, to send the match to the 
third and deciding set.

The third set went back and 
forth in their race to fifteen 

points. Players on both teams 
made several point-saving 
plays to keep the match tight. 
While both teams went on 
multiple point runs, neither 
could keep the other team 
from coming right back.

The Cougars and Glenvar 
tied at 10 a piece, and again 
at 12 a piece before the vis-
itors took the lead at 12-
13, just two points from the 
match win.

The Lady Cougars stormed 
back, winning the next three 
points to give them the 15-13 
win in the set and the match 
victory.

Sidney Tatum led Patrick 
County with four kills, with 
Brooklyn Barner, Kendra 
Penn and Arionna Catrom 
each chipping in three. Brooke 
Collins added twelve assists, 
and Lauren Hazelwood led 
the team with twelve digs.

Lady Cougars fall to 
defending state champs
By Pat Delaney
The Patrick County Cougars 

hosted the two-time defending 
state volleyball champs, Glen-
var on September 5. 

Despite getting off to a strong 
start, the Cougars fell in three 
sets, 14-25, 11-25, 17-25.

The opening set stayed close, 
with neither team able to put 
many points together. The 
Cougars took the lead for the 
first time in the set at 10-9 as 
the two teams battled back 
and forth. Glenvar pulled away 
with a 9-1 run and ultimately 
took the set, 14-25.

In the second, Glenvar got off 
to a fast start, going up by 10 
at 5-15. The Cougars battled 
back, but couldn’t make up the 
difference before Glenvar won 
the set, 11-25.

The third set was the stron-
gest performance for the Cou-
gars. They took the early lead 
by two points and held it for 
the first part of the set. Glen-
var chipped away, tying the 
score at 10-10. Many long ral-
lies highlighted the set, with 
both teams keeping points 
alive, but with Glenvar taking 
most of the long points. Glen-
var went on a 3-9 run, pulling 
out to a 13-19 lead, finishing 
the set, and the match, 17-24.

Coach Heidi Moore liked the 
way her team competed. 

“We came out fired up in the 
first set. I wish we could have 
kept that intensity the entire 
time. But we showed we can 
compete, and we showed some 
heart and determination in the 
third set to give a little bit of a 
battle.” Moore also thought the 
Cougars “adapted to the game, 
and they didn’t show any quit.”

One struggle for the Cou-
gars was putting together 

any kind of 
multiple point 
run against 
the defending 
champs. 

“We strug-
gled with that 
part,” said 
Coach Moore. 
“I think there 
were times 
where it looked 
like we were 
rolling. We had 
a lot of hustle 
plays and big, 
long rallies, 
but we didn’t 
put the ball 
down.”

O v e r a l l , 
Coach Moore 
thought there 
were posi-
tives from the 
night’s action. 
“They picked 
on some of 
our weakness-
es, which are 
things we’re 
working on, 
but those 
w e a k n e s s e s 
were not as ev-
ident tonight. 
I thought this 
was the best 
we’ve swung 
at the ball this 
season.” 

The top per-
formers for the Lady Cougars 
were Lilly Hazelwood with 5 
kills and 3 blocks. Jayden Cal-
lahan chipped in 5 kills and 15 
digs, Journey Moore had twen-
ty digs, and Camille Gonzalez 
added 14 assists, 3 kills and 1 
ace.

Looking ahead, Coach Moore 

feels the team is “getting a lit-
tle better each game and hope-
fully that’s what we continue 
to do throughout the season.”

Upcoming home games for 
the Cougars include hosting 
Carroll County on September 
19 and Bassett on September 
26. Both games begin at 7 p.m.

Cougars going up for the block.

Cougars trying for the dig.

Receiving the Glenvar serve.

Volleyball Team 
Loses To Radford

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cougars lost on the road at Radford 

September 7, losing in straight sets 18-25, 17-
25, and 15-25. Journey Moore had 17 digs and 
2 kills, Camille Gonzalez had 15 assists and 2 
aces, Marissa Bentley had 5 kills and 5 blocks, 
and Lilly Hazelwood had 5 kills and 5 blocks. 

Marissa Bentley

PC Football Defeats North Stokes
By Ashlee Mullis
The Patrick County Foot-

ball Team had a comeback win 
Friday night at North Stokes. 
The Cougars were down 0-14 
at the half, but came out 
strong in the 2nd half fight-
ing their way to a 24-20 win. 
Aden Penn had a big night 
with 14 runs for a total of 244 
yards and 3 touchdowns.  

Quarterback Easton Harris 
went 1-5 for 15 passing yards, 
35 rushing yards, and 1 inter-
ception. Stephen Spencer had 
30 yards on the ground and a 
3-yard run. Jay Howard had 
20 yards on the ground. 

The team combined for 329 
rushing yards and 15 passing 
yards. Howard led the de-
fense with 10 tackles.  Paul 

Pascale had 8 tackles, Broc 
Taylor and Joshua Jimrusti 
had 5 tackles each. 

Scottie Hubbard, Cameron 
Collins, Conner Goad, and 
Trevor Joyce had 4 tackles 
each. 

The Cougars are now 2-1 on 
the season. PC will host the 
Chatham Cavaliers Friday 
for the Homecoming Game. 

Thank You for reading the enterprise
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Tyler Reddick wins overtime thriller at 
Kansas to advance in NASCAR Cup Playoffs

By Reid Spencer
NASCAR Wire Service
With a bold move to the front of 

the field in overtime, Tyler Reddick 
won Sunday’s Hollywood Casino 
400 and left his car owner frustrat-
ed at the end of the second NASCAR 
Cup Series Playoff Race at Kansas 
Speedway.

Reddick beat Joe Gibbs Racing 
driver and 23XI Racing co-owner 
Denny Hamlin to the finish line by 
0.327 seconds. Hamlin led 63 laps 
and was more than two seconds 
ahead of Reddick when Playoff driv-
er Chris Buescher blew a right rear 
tire on Lap 261 of a scheduled 267 
to cause the ninth and final caution.

Diverging strategies then gave 
Reddick the opening he needed 
to gain automatic entry into the 
Playoffs’ Round of 12. Daniel Su-
arez stayed out on 31-lap-old tires 
and inherited the lead. Erik Jones, 
Kyle Busch and Joey Logano made 
two-tire stops and restarted second, 
third and fourth.

Reddick restarted on the bottom 
of the third row and surged forward 
while Hamlin hung back in the top 
lane. After the field rounded Turn 
4 on the restart Lap, Reddick shot 
to the bottom of the track and took 
the lead right before the start/finish 
line.

On the final circuit, third-place 
finisher Erik Jones moved up the 
track on the backstretch to block 
Hamlin’s progress for a moment, 
and that gave Reddick all the 
breathing room he needed to secure 
his second victory of the season, 
his first at 1.5-mile Kansas and the 
fifth of his career.

“Just an outstanding job by this 
whole 23XI team,” Reddick said, 
after climbing out of the window of 
his No. 45 Toyota during his cele-
bratory burnout. 

“We had really good pace, but just 
couldn’t get ahead of Denny there, 
but chaos ensued, people stayed 
out, some took two tires, and the 
bottom lane opened up. Pretty cra-
zy.”

Beaten by a car he owns, Ham-
lin took the defeat philosophically. 
The second-place run leaves him 49 
points ahead of teammate Martin 

Truex Jr., the first driver below the 
current Round of 12 cut line.

“Well, the 5 (Kyle Larson, behind 
Hamlin in the top lane for the fi-
nal restart) was just laying back so 
much,” Hamlin said. “I was trying 
to back up to him. Should have just 
kind of focused forward probably.

“It gave the 45 (Reddick) an op-
portunity to get up there in front 
of us. Just kind of sleeping on the 
restart, looking in the rear view in-
stead of looking in the front.

“Just another really, really fast 
car—just didn’t need that caution 
at the end.”

Larson finished fourth after lead-
ing a race-high 99 laps and winning 
the first stage. Logano came home 
fifth, thanks to the two-tire call by 
crew chief Paul Wolfe. Chase Elliott 
was sixth, followed by Kyle Busch, 
pole winner Christopher Bell and 
Brad Keselowski, who won the sec-
ond stage.

The race, however, had dire con-
sequences for Playoff drivers now 

in danger of elimination next Sat-
urday at Bristol Motor Speedway. 

Disaster struck Regular Season 
Champion Martin Truex Jr. before 
the race was four laps old. As the 
field was working Lap 4, Truex 
started to slow on the backstretch 
and then slammed the wall in Turn 
3, the result of a cut tire.

With the suspension on his No. 19 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota damaged 
beyond repair, Truex retired to the 
garage in 36th place and fell sev-
en points below the cut line for the 
Round of 12. 

“Just unfortunate and very un-
lucky,” Truex said after exiting the 
infield care center. “I took off really 
tight, and I knew something was 
up, and then cut a right rear. Not 
really sure what happened, obvi-
ously, but it blew in the worst place 
possible. 

“I hate it for my guys. We had an 
awesome Bass Pro Toyota Camry. 
We were going to have a great day, 
just not sure what we need to do to 

get some luck here.” 
Bubba Wallace was next to have 

his hopes of advancement to the 
Round of 12 suffer a crippling blow. 
Wallace was running second on Lap 
108 when his right rear tire explod-
ed, sending his No. 23 Toyota hard 
into the outside wall. 

Wallace brought the car to pit 
road to repair a bent right rear toe 
link and lost three laps in the pro-
cess. After a second trip to pit road, 
he was five laps down in 34th place 
and could recover only to 32nd by 
the end of the event.

Now 14th in the Playoff stand-
ings, Wallace leaves Kansas 19 
points behind Kevin Harvick in 
12th. 

After two brushes with the out-
side wall, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 
came home 23rd and is 22 points 
behind Harvick. Michael McDowell 
dropped 40 points below the cut line 
with a 26th-place result and realis-
tically needs a victory at Bristol to 
advance to the Round of 12.

Tyler Reddick MoneyLion Toyota, driver of the #45 23XI Racing, poses next to the winner sticker on his car in victory lane after winning 
the NASCAR Cup Series Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas Speedway on September 10, 2023 in Kansas City, Kansas. (Photo by Sean 
Gardner/Getty Images)

Friday’s Jam was a hit
Thankful to all the musicians, 

singers, kitchen helpers, 50/50 
ticket sales, and the audience who 
came out Friday night. We all en-
joyed the (bluegrass) Banjo pick-

ers immensely.  The open jam was 
held at the Willis Gap Community 
Center, 144 The Hollow Road, Ar-
arat, an affiliated partner with The 
Crooked Road, Virginia’s Heritage 

Music Trail.
Pictured, left to right) are Ralph 

Keen on Harmonica, Tommy Nich-
ols on Guitar, Glenn Paschal on 
Banjo, from Surf City, NC. Tommy 

Morse on Banjo from Stuart, and 
Alan Cray on Guitar.  In the back 
seated Don Rierson on Fiddle, and 
Ed Dalton on the Bass. (Photos by 
Mary Dellenback Hill)
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129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012
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Richard Howard “Ricky” Cox
Richard Howard 

“Ricky” Cox, age 49 of 
Laurel Fork, passed 
away Sunday, Sep-
tember 3, 2023, at his 
home. He was born 
in Patrick County on 
August 2, 1974.  He 
was preceded in death 
by his mother-in-law, 
Juanita Kaye Rorrer. 
He enjoyed playing 
golf and was a diehard 
UNC fan. He loved 
his family dearly and 
was a great husband, 
father, pappy, son, 
brother and friend. 

Mr. Cox is survived 
by his loving wife of 28 
years, Sonya Jane Ror-
rer Cox, of the home 
(who would say, “Love 
you more, forever and 
a day plus one!”); a 
daughter, Holli Tay-
lor Cox, of the home; 

a son, Bryson Rich-
ard Cox, of the home; 
a grandson, Brennen 
Marshall Cox; his par-
ents, Kenneth Howard 
Cox and Sandra Dare 
Bryson Cox, of Stuart; 
three brothers, Whit-
ney Cox (Connie) of 
Stuart, Kenneth Tracy 
Cox (Jennifer) of Stu-
art, Robin Cox (Jan-
et) of Patrick Springs, 

two brothers-in-law, 
Eric Rorrer (Heather) 
of Kernersville, North 
Carolina, Matthew 
Rorrer (Sharmae) of 
Danville; his father-
in-law, Eugene Ror-
rer of Stuart; several 
nieces and nephews; 
and his beloved dogs, 
I.B.L.B and Zelda. 

A memorial service 
will be held Friday, 
September 8, 2023, 
at 2:00 p.m. at Moody 
Funeral Home in Stu-
art with Pastor Wayne 
Moore officiating. The 
family will receive 
friends from 1:30 p.m. 
until the time of the 
service.  Burial will 
be private.  Online 
condolences may be 
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com. 

Gloria “Jean” Wood Banks
Mrs. Gloria “Jean” 

Wood Banks age 78, 
of Meadows of Dan, 
Virginia passed away 
Friday, September 8, 
2023, at Carilion Roa-
noke Memorial Hospi-
tal. She was born Au-
gust 22, 1945 to the late 
Arther Dewey Wood 
Jr. and Helen Virginia 
Fitzgerald Wood Fitz-
gerald. In addition to 
her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
her son, Kenny Banks; 
the man who raised 
her, “her dad”, Ster-
ling “Bunk” Fitzger-
ald; three brothers, 
Waymon Wood, Leon 
Wood, K. T. Fitzgerald.  
Jean was a member of 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. She enjoyed 

working in her flow-
ers, decorating and 
her cleaning business. 
Jean was a very giving 
person and a great lov-
ing mother and wife.

Surviving is her de-
voted husband of 58 
years, Bill Banks of the 
home; one son, Donnie 
Banks of the home; sib-
lings, Ann Helms and 
husband Richard of 
Meadows of Dan, VA, 

Lynn Dalton of Lynch-
burg, VA, Carolyn 
Belcher and husband 
Linwood of Meadows of 
Dan, VA,  Robert Wood 
and wife Arlene of 
Meadows of Dan, VA,  
Victoria Gregory and 
husband Tim of Stuart, 
VA,  sisters-in-law, Pat 
Kinipple and husband 
Richard of Ashville, 
NC, Annalee Shelor of 
Meadows of Dan, VA,  
Bernice Puckett of Stu-
art, VA; several nieces 
and nephews; her dog, 
Josie and cat, Jake.

Memorial donations 
may be made to St. Ju-
de’s Childrens Hospi-
tal. Online condolences 
may be made by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Sally Anne McLaughlin
Sally Anne Mc-

Laughlin, 90, of Limer-
ick, Pennsylvania (and 
more recently Stuart, 
VA), died September 6, 
2023 at the Northern 
Regional Hospital in 
Mount Airy.

Sally was born on 
August 29, 1933 to 
Sarah “Sadie” & Pat-
rick Nolan in Rose-
mont, Pennsylvania. 
She married Roger P. 
McLaughlin on April 
23, 1953. They had six 
children: Roger, Sally-
anne, Joan, Francyne, 
and “the twins” Timo-
thy & Thomas.

Sally was a master 
of many careers, from 
hospitality manage-
ment to school admin-
istration. One of her 
most valued roles was 
mother and matriarch 
to a large family of 18, 
including children & 
grandchildren. Sally 
was passionate about 
volunteering and giv-
ing back to her commu-

nity. She was a mem-
ber of the Red Hats 
Society. She volun-
teered at the polls and 
community centers. 
Sally was a big part of 
her church family and 
earned the position of 
Eurchuarist Deacon in 
the Catholic Church, 
which she used to take 
communion to home-
bound community 
members.

She was an avid 
swimmer, reader, and 
card player. An excel-
lent baker of Irish soda 
bread from a recipe 

that she learned at her 
mother’s side.

Sally is survived 
by 5 children - Sal-
lyanne McLaughlin, 
Joan (David) Gardner, 
Francyne McLaugh-
lin-Roberts, Timothy 
(Dee) McLaughlin, 
and Thomas (Tammy) 
McLaughlin; 12 grand-
children - Matthew, 
Brian, Michael, Kirk, 
Sadie, Allyson, Chris, 
Alexis, Daray, Stepha-
nie, Holly, and Thom-
as; 9 great-grandchil-
dren; and her sister 
and brother-in-law, 
Patsy and Vince De-
Sanctis.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
husband, sister (Rose), 
one son (Roger), one 
daughter-in-law (Glo-
ria), and two sons-in-
law (Julian and Dan-
iel).

Services will be held 
at a future date in her 
home state of Pennsyl-
vania.

James Lester Sabatino
Mr. James Lester 

Sabatino, age 67, of 
Stuart, Virginia trad-
ed this earthly life for 
his heavenly home to 
be in the presence of 
his Lord and Savior 
on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6, 2023, at his 
home. He was born in 
Dade County, Florida 
on February 11, 1956, 
to the late Ralph G. 
Sabatino and the late 
Sophia Citko Sabati-
no. Mr. Sabatino was 
a member of Patrick 
Springs Pentecos-
tal Holiness Church, 
where he loved his 
church family dear-
ly and everyone that 
he met through the 
church. James will be 

sorely missed by all 
who knew and loved 
him.

Left to cherish the 
special memories of 
Mr. James Sabatino 
are his loving wife of 
22 years, Deanna Mul-
linix Sabatino, of the 
home; twelve children; 

ten grandchildren; 
three brothers; one sis-
ter; and special furry 
and feathered friends.

A celebration of life 
service will be an-
nounced by Patrick 
Springs Pentecostal 
Holiness Church at a 
later date.  In lieu of 
flowers, may be made 
to the James Lester 
Sabatino Memorial 
Fund, c/o Moody Fu-
neral Home, P.O. Box 
307, Stuart, VA 24171. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is serving 
the Sabatino family, 
and online condolences 
may be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Geraldine Gusler Lawless
Geraldine Gu-

sler Lawless, age 97, 
passed away Septem-
ber 1, 2023.  Born to 
the late Walter Bun-
yon Gusler and late 
Eva Agee Gusler, she 
spent her childhood 
and teenage years in 
the Woolwine area of 
Patrick County before 
moving to Collinsville, 
Virginia.  

She graduated from 
Stuart High School 
and was a member of 
Fieldale United Meth-
odist Church.  Her 
work career includ-
ed employment with 
Fieldcrest Mills, Ap-
palachian Power Com-
pany, and 1st National 
Bank/Crestar Bank.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Ralph Lawless; sister, 
Edith Gusler Jones; 
and brother, Leon B. 
Gusler.

Surviving are her 
son, Ralph Michael 
Lawless (Debbie); 
daughter, Elizabeth 

“Beth” Lawless-Coale 
(Donny); sister, 
Evadell Gusler Rogers; 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

A graveside service 
was held Thursday, 
September 7, at 11:00 
a.m. at Sycamore Bap-
tist Church cemetery 
in Woolwine. The fam-
ily requests memorial 
donations be made to 
Fieldale United Meth-
odist Church, P.O. 
Box 218, Fieldale, VA 
24089, or a charity of 
choice.  

Collins Funeral 
Home in Bassett, Va. 
is in charge of arrange-
ments for the Lawless 
family.  

Grant earmarked 
for Tri-Area Health 

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), 
through its Rural Health Network 
Development Planning Grant Pro-
gram, has awarded $100,000 to 
Tri-Area Community Health Cen-
ter. 

The center serves residents in the 
counties of Patrick, Carroll, Floyd, 
Franklin, and Grayson counties, as 
well as the City of Galax. 

Ninth District U.S, Rep. Morgan 
Griffith visited Tri-Area Communi-
ty Health Center’s Ferrum location 
in March to 
learn more 
about the 
services the 
center pro-

vides to the region.
“Community health centers pro-

vide vital medical services to many 
in rural areas, including Virgin-
ia’s Ninth District,” Griffith said 
last week after learning about the 
award. “Having recently visited 
Tri-Area Community Health in 
Ferrum, I know firsthand the fund-
ing announced today by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services will help the Center con-
tinue to provide comprehensive 
medical services to those in need.”
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 12

1. Is the book of Jehoshaphat 
(KJV) in the Old or New Testament 
or neither?

2. In Revelation 8, what’s the fall-
ing star called when the third angel 
sounded? Armageddon, Wormwood, 
Rapture, Zabulon

3. Who carried a letter from the 
king of Syria to the king of Israel? 
Stephen, Naaman, John the Baptist, 
Delilah

4. From 2 Chronicles 11, Re-
hoboam took 18 wives and how many 
“score” of concubines? One, Two, 

Three, Four
5. What name did the apostles give 

to Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus? 
Barnabas, Cephas, Amos, Gideon

6. In 2 Corinthians, who traveled 
to Corinth to help pick up an offer-
ing for needy saints? Vitas, Timothy, 
Philemon, Titus

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Worm-
wood, 3) Naaman, 4) Three, 5) Barn-
abas, 6) Titus

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s lat-
est book, “Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” now available in bookstores 
and online.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am
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The Priority of Prayer
By Pastor Wayne Moore
High Point Baptist Church
2381 Big A School Rd. Stuart, VA
 “And in the morning, rising up 

a great while before day, he went 
out, and departed into a solitary 
place, and there prayed.” Mark 
1:35

Jesus was an early riser. This 
verse puts great emphasis on the 
time of day. It was early in the 
morning, a great while before day-
light, when Jesus got up to start 
the day. What makes this even 
more remarkable is what Jesus 
did the night before. Mark 1:32-34 
records that “When evening came, 
after the sun had set, they brought 
to him all those who were sick and 
demon-possessed. The whole town 
was assembled at the door, and he 
healed many who were sick with 
various diseases and drove out 
many demons.”

The reason the people waited un-
til sundown to bring all their sick 
folk to Jesus was because that is 
when the Sabbath day ended. It 
was not lawful for them to bring 
them earlier. The Bible does not 
give an exact time, but Jesus must 
have worked well into the night 
healing the sick. Despite going to 
bed late, Jesus still rose up early 
the next morning. I am going to 
guess that there are a lot of peo-
ple who stay up late on Saturday 
night, but not for the reason Jesus 
did. I also guess that few people 
get up before daybreak on Sunday 
morning to do what Jesus did. He 
got up early to pray.

The Bible uses extra words to let 
us know that Jesus did not stay 
in the house where He slept to 
pray. “He went out and departed 
into a solitary place.” Jesus went 
somewhere that He would not dis-
turb Peter’s family and the other 
disciples who were staying in the 
house. I like the King James trans-
lation, “solitary.” The King James 
Version correctly translates the 
same word as “wilderness” in vers-
es three, four, twelve, and thirteen. 
It translates it as “desert” in verse 
forty-five. But since there was no 
desert near Capernaum, the mean-

ing is “solitary.” Jesus deliberately 
went to a place where He would not 
be disturbed. He wanted a peace-
ful, quiet place to spend time alone 
in prayer.

Solitude and prayer are difficult 
things for me to include in my busy 
life. I know the priority prayer 
should have in my life. I know that, 
without prayer, I run out of ener-
gy, wisdom, and passion. I know 
that prayer is vital to my relation-
ship with Christ. And yet, every-
thing else tries to crowd prayer out 
of my life. Finding a time and place 
to pray is about priority. We are 
more likely to do what we priori-
tize. If our priority is sleep, we will 
hit the snooze button. If our priori-
ty is work, we will immediately get 
busy. If our priority is fellowship 
with our heavenly Father, we will 
find a time and place to spend with 
Him.

Inevitably, our prayer times will 
often be disturbed. No matter how 
hard we try to find a time and place 
to spend in solitude, something will 
come along to interrupt it. The same 
thing happened to Jesus. Mark 
1:36-37 goes on to say that “Simon 
and his companions searched for 
him, and when they found him, 
they said, “Everyone is looking for 
you.” Jesus did not get upset or dis-
tracted by what people wanted. He 
simply ended His prayer time and 
continued with God’s will for His 
day: “And he said to them, ‘Let’s 
go on to the neighboring villages so 
that I may preach there too. This 
is why I have come.’” (Mark 1:38) 
The reason He did not get upset or 
give in to the people’s wants was 
because He made prayer a priority. 
Even though His prayer time was 
interrupted, it was not hindered. 
He made it difficult for anyone or 
anything to disturb Him. He was 
praying long before His disciples 
could find Him.

Your prayer time may not be in 
the same place or at the same time 
as others. That’s okay, as long as 
it is a priority to you and you have 
taken steps to protect it. May the 
Lord bless your time alone with 
Him.
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as one day. For a limited 
time, we’re waiving all in-
stallation costs! (Addition-
al terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-

er. Offer ends 9/30/23) 
Call 1-877-460-5348
Prepare for power out-

ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby gen-

erator. $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 

Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 

1-844-947-1479

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
– steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 

Offer - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health work-

ers &1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-

902-4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-

tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior &amp; 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 
&amp; Shower. Many 

options available. Quality 

materials &amp; profes-
sional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and 

SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-

ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattor-

neyva.com .

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 

and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify. 

Government program 
for recipients of select 

programs incl. Medicaid, 

SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans 

Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 

internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom to-

day! 1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-
629-3913 or 276-340-

7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 

lawn mowers. Pick up and 
delivery for a reasonable 

charge based on your 
location. We offer disposal 

of old mowers with free 
pick up. Call 276-694-

3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in 
Palm Beach County- 

References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net

Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
Sales & Services, 

Licensed in VA & NC (276) 
694-7308.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-
hogging, pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-

229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

FOR SALE

For Sale Square bale 
straw at $6 per bale. 1771 
Ayers Orchard Rd, Stuart 

Call 276-694-7477 for 
more information.

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS 
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL 

GARDEN. LOCATION: 
LEFT CENTER MAIN 
SECTION. INCLUDES 
TWO $1300 VAULTS, 

CURRENT MEMORIAL 
GARDENS SALE PRICE, 

$4400, MY PRICE 
NEGOTIABLE.

MSG/CALL 276-693-0229

Searching for high 
school student to help 

landowner with weekend 
mowing and occasional 
additional outdoor work. 
If interested, please call 

276-694-6510.

Woolwine Early Learning 
Center needs a part-

time afternoon teacher, 
3.5 hours per day. Email 
Cindya1998@yahoo.com 

or call 276-618-4834.

CNA Needed Saturday & 
Sunday 7am-10am and 

Saturday & Sunday 6pm-
8pm $13.00 an hour Dry 
Pond Area Call 336-351-

3577

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  

Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

EVENTS
CONVENTION COIN 

AND CURRENCY SHOW! 
September 22nd-24th. 
Fredericksburg Expo 

&amp; Conference Center 
(2371 Carl D. Silver Park-
way, Fredericksburg, VA) 

FREE ADMISSION/PARK-
ING. Contact Richard 

Schornak 757-659-0235 
www.vnaonline.org.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Win-

dows, Siding, Roofing and 
Gutters! FREE Estimates! 

Call 804-739-8207 for 
More Details! American 

Made Products!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

FIN
D US ON

DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net

v

HELP WANTED
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VDOT
Virginia Department of Transportation

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment 
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators for 
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville Residency which 
includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter 
of 2023-2024. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire chains, 
supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need dump tucks, pickups 
with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, 
rubbertire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped 
for night work and be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe 
and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine 
acceptability of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors 
submitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be 
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a mobilization payment 
and a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B 
bidding site at https://plow4va.com/. All new and returning Contrac-
tors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal (eVA) in or-
der to do business  with the Commonwealth of Virginia (https://eva.
virginia.gov).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Monday October 2, 2023 may 
be eligible for a mobilization bonus. See the EVA posting for addi-
tional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Martinsville Residency from 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday. Phone: 276-629-2582

Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov 
EEO/AA Employer

LEGALLegal 2 col x 7-1/2”
0913 0920 0927 1004

JUSTICE COURT, LAS VEGAS TOWNSHIP 
Clark County Nevada 

  )
Ahern Rentals Inc, Plaintiff(s) )    
 vs. ) Case No. 22C013102
Land Unlimited LLC, Jody Dellenback ) Department No.: 05
 Defendant(s) )
  ) SUMMONS

NOTICE: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. THE COURT MAY 
 DECIDE AGAINST YOU WITHOUT YOUR BEING 
 HEARD UNLESS YOU RESPOND WITHIN 20 
 DAYS.1  READ THE INFORMATION BELOW.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: You are hereby sum-
moned and required to serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney, whose 
address is set forth below, an Answer to the Complaint which is 
herewith served upon you, within 20 days after service of this 
Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to 
do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.2

* If you intend to defend this lawsuit, within 20 days after this Sum-
mons is served on you, exclusive of the day of service, you must do 
the following:
 a.  File with the Clerk of the Court, whose address is shown below, 
  a formal written response (Answer) to the Complaint in accor-
	 	 dance	with	the	rules	of	the	Court.	A	$71.00	filing	fee	is	required,	
	 	 or	you	must	file	an	Application	to	Proceed	In	Forma	Pauperis	
	 	 and	request	a	waiver	of	the	fee.	(You	may	obtain	forms	and	
  information at the Civil Law Self-Help Center located in the 
  Regional Justice Center or at its website at htpp://www.civillaw
  selfhelpcenter.org/.)
 b. Serve a copy of your response upon the attorney whose name 
  and address is shown below.
* Unless you respond, your default will be entered upon application 
of the Plaintiff, and this Court may enter a judgment against you for 
the relief demanded, which could result in the taking of money or 
property or other relief.
* If you intend to seek the advice of an attorney, you should do so 
promptly so that your response will be timely.
 
Kopolow, Stephen R, ESQ   8533
Mark A. Kirkorsky PC
8020 W Sahara Ave Ste 225 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 
888-519-2173
Attorney Name, Address and Phone

APPROPRIATE COURTROOM ATTIRE AND SHOES ARE 
REQUIRED. NO SHORTS, HALTER TOPS, TANK TOPS, 
FOOD OR DRINK ARE PERMITTED.

1Not withstanding the above, the State of Nevada, its political subdivisions, 
agencies,	officers,	employees,	board	members,	commission	members,	and	legis-
lators,	each	have	45	days	after	service	of	this	Summons	within	which	to	file	an	
Answer to the Complaint.
2 When service of the Summons is made by publication, the Summons shall, 
in	addition	to	any	special	statutory	requirements,	also	contain	a	brief	statement	
of the object of the action substantially as follows: “This action is brought to 
recover a judgment for the sum of (indicate dollar amount), due and owing,” or 
as the case may be. (JCRCP4(b)).

LEGALLegal 2 col x 1-1/2”
0913 0920

RFP 2023 MNT 011 
Blue Ridge Elementary School - Sidewalk Canopy

The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors to furnish all material, labor, equip-
ment, fees and perform all work necessary to construct a sidewalk can-
opy at Blue Ridge Elementary School, 5135 Ararat Highway, Ararat, 
VA 24053. Drawings and specifications are available as a PDF file from 
the office of Conrad Knight Architecture, PLLC, 212 Starling Avenue, 
Suite 30, Martinsville, Virginia 24112, phone 276-638-8794, email 
88knight@comcast.net. Proposals will be received and opened in the 
office of the Patrick County School Board located at 104 Rucker Street, 
Stuart, Virginia 24171 on Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 2:00 p.m.

LEGALLegal 3 col x 5-3/4”
0913 0920
  

TRUSTEE’S SALE
1518 WILLIS ROAD

MEADOWS OF DAN, VA 24120
In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $91,937.00, dated August 6, 2018, 

and recorded as Instrument Number 1801321 in Patrick County land records, the appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 
Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia 24171-0148 on October 20, 2023 at 1 p.m., the property described in 
said deed of trust, located at the abovc address and more particularly described as follows: 

 ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE BLUE 
 RIDGE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND BEING MORE 
 PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO WIT:
 CONTAINING 2.332 ACRES AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF SURVEY ENTITLED “NANNIE H. 
 BOYD,” PREPARED BY DAVID B. SCOTT, CLS, DATED OCTOBER 23, 1989, REVISED 
 MAY 28, 1992, AND RECORDED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
 OF PATRICK COUNTY,  VIRGINIA, IN PLAT CABINET 1, SLIDE 74-D; AND BEING THAT
 SAME TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND CONVEYED TO WALLACE V. CLEVE AND 
 MARGARET H. CLEVE, HUSBAND AND WIFE, BY DEED FROM JOHNNY H. LAMBERT 
 AND WILMA A. LAMBERT, DATED AUGUST 6, 2018, AND RECORDED IMMEDIATELY
 PRIOR HERETO IN THE AFORESAID CLERK’S OFFICE, TO WHICH DEED REFERENCE IS 
 HERE MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY HEREIN 
 CONVEYED. TOGETHER WITH MANUFACTURED HOME DESCRIBED AS:
 FLEETWOOD HOMES SANDPOINTE, SERIAL VAFLM19A28681SP
The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical condition without warranty of any kind.
TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price or 10% of the original 

principal amount of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, by cashier’s or certified check required at 
time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time 
of auction. Balance of the purchase price must be paid by cashier’s check within 15 days from sale date. 
Except for Virginia Grantor tax, all settlement costs and expenses are purchaser’s responsibility. Taxes are 
pro-rated to the date of sale. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the property. If purchaser 
defaults, deposit may be forfeited and property resold at the risk and cost of the defaulting purchaser who 
shall be liable for any deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and attorney’s fees of both 
sales. If Trustee does not convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return of deposit without 
interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust includ-
ing but not limited to determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was filed, a forbearance, repayment or 
other agreement was entered into or the loan was reinstated or paid off; in any such event this sale shall be 
null and void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall be return of deposit without interest. This communication 
is from a debt collector and is an attempt to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE: RAS Services, LLC, 4012 Raintree Road Suite 100A, Chesapeake, Virginia 23321
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
RAS Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee 
c/o Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
11350 McCormick Road, Executive Plaza I, Suite 302
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031
(844) 442-2150
(470) 321-7112
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

FIN
D US ON

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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VDOT
Virginia Department of Transportation

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment 
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators for 
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville Residency which 
includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter 
of 2023-2024. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire chains, 
supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need dump tucks, pickups 
with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, 
rubbertire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped 
for night work and be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe 
and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine 
acceptability of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors 
submitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be 
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a mobilization payment 
and a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B 
bidding site at https://plow4va.com/. All new and returning Contrac-
tors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal (eVA) in or-
der to do business  with the Commonwealth of Virginia (https://eva.
virginia.gov).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Monday October 2, 2023 may 
be eligible for a mobilization bonus. See the EVA posting for addi-
tional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Martinsville Residency from 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday. Phone: 276-629-2582

Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov 
EEO/AA Employer

Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Ararat Club reviews summer projects
The Ararat Ruritan Club is 

wrapping up its third quarter com-
munity service projects.  

A Community Appreciation Day/
Cruise-In honoring local veterans 
and first responders kicked off the 
summer season in mid-May, and 
many members placed flags on 
area veterans’ graves for Memorial 
Day.  

In June, the club recognized 
the State Champion PCHS Cou-
gar Baseball Team, and the club 
sponsored the newly formed Stuart 
Ruritan Club. Monthly Nutrition 
Education Workshops started up 
in July, led by certified nutrition-

ist (and past president) Kathleen 
Loveland. The club’s Bingo players 
brought in school supplies which 
were donated to Blue Ridge Ele-
mentary School, along with other 
supplies bought by the club.  

“Meet the Candidates Night” was 
hosted by the club in August with 
a really good turnout of folks learn-
ing more about each candidate for 
offices that are on this November’s 
county election ballot. The club 
also hosted a Crime Watch Meet-
ing and American Red Cross Blood 
Drive in August. (

During the August business 
meeting, the three scholarship 

winners and their families were 
treated to a covered dish meal and 
were presented with their schol-
arships, which were announced in 
May for the graduating seniors. 

The Ararat Ruritan Club recent-
ly made a donation to the Patrick 
County Bookmobile. Jo Slate, long-
time Ruritan member and Book-
mobile patron, presented Gayle 
Wagoner with the club’s donation.

Upcoming events at the Ararat 
Ruritan Club building include a 
pancake breakfast on Saturday, 
September 16 from 7:30 - 10:30 
a.m., Tom Talks History on Sat-
urday, September 23 at 10 a.m., 

featuring Danny Martin’s book on 
Moonshining, monthly nutritional 
workshop on Friday, September 29 
at 7 p.m., and a Bone Marrow Drive 
in honor of the memory of McRay 
Smith on Saturday, September 30 
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m.  

Our annual BBQ/Cruise-In is 
set for Saturday, October 21 from 
noon-6 p.m., and raffle tickets are 
now available for our Christmas 
Cash Giveaway.

Find the Ararat Ruritan Club 
on Facebook to keep up with our 
events and projects, or join us for 
our monthly meeting on the 1st 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.

Ruritan National Director and club member Merlin Scales, 
who also is a member of the Red Bank Ruritan Club, is 
pictured during his recent blood donation.

Jo Slate, longtime Ruritan member and Bookmobile patron, 
presented Gayle Wagoner with a donation from the Ararat 
Ruritan Club.

The Ararat Ruritan Club hosted a Meet the Candidates Night in August.
Irene Smith and Chloie Wright are pictured with Scholarship Committee members Ray 
Smith (retired teacher) and Kevin Smith.

Club Vice-president Tom Perriello is pictured presenting to 
Macy Hall. (Contributed photos)

Constitution Week is Sept. 17-23
The United States Constitution is the old- est constitution still in active use in the world 

today and is the basic document of our repub-
lic. It protects the individual liberties of all 
citizens through written law. The signing of 
the Constitution occurred on September 17, 
1787 when 39 delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention, representing 12 states endorsed 
the document. 

The observance of Constitution Week runs 
annually from September 17 to September 23. 
It was officially enacted on August 2, 1956 
by President Dwight D. Eisenhower from a 
congressional resolution petitioned by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, DAR. 

A proclamation from the Town Council of 
Stuart, VA, signed by Mayor K. Ray Weiland, 
proclaims the week of September 17 through 
23 as Constitution Week and “...ask(s) our 
citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers 
of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilant-
ly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us 
through this guardian of our liberties.” 

The Colonel Abram Penn Chapter NSDAR 
invites the public to visit the Patrick County 
Library in Stuart during Constitution Week 

and enjoy the display of the Constitution. 
The Chapter encourages you to celebrate 
Constitution Week by resolving to be better 
informed and responsible citizens. Read the 
Constitution.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

NOTICE
All announcements to be included 

in the Community Calendar must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday the 
week before publish date. Items 
are published as space permits. 
Email to: dhall@theenterprise.net

Meetings
Thursday, Sept. 14
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office. 

Monday, Sept. 18
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

Board Academic & Student Affairs Commit-
tee will meet at 11 a.m. in Room 124 in the 
Frith Economic Development Center. The 
board’s Legislative Committee will meet at 
11 a.m. in Room 133 in the Frith Economic 
Development Center. Both are public meet-
ings, but public comment will not be received.  

The Patrick & Henry Community College 
Board will meet at 11:30 p.m. in the Hooker 
Exhibit Hall, Frith Economic Development 
Center.  This is a public meeting, but the 
Board will not receive public comment. 

Tuesday, Sept. 18
The Patrick County Planning Commission 

will have a sub-committee work session meet-
ing at 4 p.m., followed by a regular business 
meeting at 6 p.m. The meetings will be at 
Patrick & Henry Community College (Stuart 
Site) in the Community Room.

Wednesday, Sept. 20
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 

p.m. in the Town Office.

Monday, Sept. 27
The Patrick County Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
Patrick County Administration Building.

Events
Wednesday, Sept. 13
The Patrick County Community Food Bank 

will hold a food distribution day at the Stuart 
site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. 
There will be a morning distribution in Ara-
rat from 8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distri-
bution in Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 15
The Woolwine Methodist food truck will be 

at the Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department 
from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 16 
The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department 

Ladies Auxiliary will hold a country breakfast 
from 6:30-10 a.m. at 6687 Fairystone Park 
Highway (57 West), Stuart. Dine-in prices 
are $10 for an adult plate and $5 for a child 
plate. All to go plates are $10 each. To place 
an order for pick up, call (276) 930-2113.

Fransico Farmfest 2023, Old Fashioned 
County Fair, with tractor parades, a farm 
equipment show and lots of other activities, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., 7165 NC HWY 89 West, West-
field, N.C. 

Sunday, Sept. 17
High Point Baptist Church on Big A School 

Road will hold a Homecoming Service at 11 
a.m. Singing will be by Yvonne Hughes and 
Shelley Roberts, with preaching by Paul Hes-
man. A potluck meal will be served following 
the service.

The Goard Family Reunion will be held at 
the Patrick Springs Fire Department at 1 
p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 21
The Carroll County Genealogy Club will 

meet at 5 p.m. in the Historical Courthouse 
on Mainstreet in Hillsville.

Friday, Sept. 22
The Patrick County Library will hold an 

educational presentation about Medicare and 
Social Security starting at 12 p.m. A similar 
program will be presented at noon on Friday, 
Oct. 20.

A Spaghetti Supper will be held at the 
Dobyns Community Building from 4-7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 23
Middle Cross Youth Yard Sale, 59 Wayside 

Road, Stuart, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All proceeds go 
to youth fund for outreach programs. 

Saturday, Oct. 7
The Woolwine Methodist Women will be 

making apple butter and having a yard sale 
starting at 9 a.m.

Ongoing
Ross Harbour Church, 6260 Elamsville 

Road, will collect pennies, loose change of 
any other form of money to benefit The Penny 
House from 4 to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 

a.m. till noon each Saturday in September.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story 
Time with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tues-
days, with books, songs, finger plays, and 
more. For more information, call (276) 694-
3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the 
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly in-
tended for school age children. For more in-
formation, call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Quilted Colors. For more information, 
call 276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquil-
ters@gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running 
Club will hit the pavements along the side-
walks in town on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook 
games every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation 
Office is accepting football registration for 
the 2023-2024 school year. Students who are 
currently in grades k-7 are eligible to partic-
ipate in the program. Registration forms are 
available at any elementary school or parents 
can call the recreation office at (276) 694-
3917 to register their children. The deadline 
for registration is Friday, Sept. 8. Games will 
begin the first week of Oct.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. Event is for anyone wanting a deeper un-
derstanding of the Old Testament and how it 
relates to us now. Come and discover the He-
brew side of the Christian Faith during the 
meetings held at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main 
St., Stuart (across from The Coffee Break). 
Call (276) 694-2356 for more information.

Last Tuesday of each month, Golden Oldies, 
Open Jam at Willis Gap Community Center, 
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, with 50s, 60s, 
70s Rock and Roll. Doors open at 6 p.m. Music 
gets underway at 7. Food is available. 

Lindsey Puckett
ASSOCIATE BROKER

21521 JEB Stuart Hwy, PO Box 823, Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 732-6544
LPuckett@fourriversva.com
www.lindseypuckett.com

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.
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Buying or selling 
real estate?

Call us today!

Edd Martin, Broker
276-952-5008

Stephen Henderson
276-229-9684

Margaret Blevins
276-692-5376

Vicki Porter
276-694-6563

Pam Joyce
276-732-0802

Cameron Kolinski
276-340-8181

Deana Clark
276-229-7937

18376 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA 24171

276-694-5002
eddmartinrealestate.com

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

Delivery Will Be:
Thurs.,  Sept. 28
Stuart 12:15 - 1:00

@ Wood’s Cold Storage 
Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45 

@ Southern States
Thurs., Oct. 12

Mount Airy 3:45-4:30 
@ Southern States
“LIKE” us on Facebook!

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Grant Opportunity for Folk & Traditional 
Arts Projects in Central Appalachia

Mid Atlantic Arts’ Central Ap-
palachia Living Traditions: Folk 
and Traditional Arts Experiences 
grants fund public-facing projects 
and events in Appalachian Region-
al Commission-designated coun-
ties of Ohio, Virginia, and West 
Virginia that bring community 
members together around folk and 
traditional arts practice and cul-
tural knowledge. Funded projects 
will encourage broad public aware-
ness, understanding, and appre-
ciation of living traditions and/or 
grow and disseminate artistic skill 
and cultural knowledge within the 
community. Because this program 
intends to diversify and expand 
the types of folk arts and cultural 
activities available in communities 

throughout the region, applications 
must be for new projects or projects 
that expand and/or diversify exist-
ing programming.  

Non-profit organizations and 
folk and traditional artists/practi-
tioners in ARC-designated counties 
of Ohio, Virginia, and West Virgin-
ia are eligible to apply for grant 
amounts from $1,000 to $10,000. 
No match is required. The majority 
of project activities must take place 
within the designated counties.  

Eligible project activities include 
but are not limited to hands-on 
learning experiences, workshops 
where traditional artistic practices 
are taught or demonstrated to the 
public or a group of peer practi-
tioners, public art projects, exhibi-

tions of folk and traditional art, a 
performance project or series, film/
video, podcast, or archival collec-
tion or fieldwork with a significant 
public-facing component.  

Priority will be given to projects 
that engage multi-generational 
participants as well as projects oc-
curring in communities identified 
as under-resourced or marginal-
ized, including the most geographi-
cally remote counties in the region.

To apply, review our guidelines 
here and apply at midatlanticarts.
smartsimple.com. Applications 
opened September 5.

The deadline for applications is 
October 20.

Contact Joel Chapman, Program 
Associate, Folk and Traditional 

Arts, at jchapman@midatlanti-
carts.org with questions or for ad-
ditional information.

Meadows of Dan class gathers

Meadows of Dan High School’s Class of 1964 reunited recently. Pictured, (L to R) are Hilda Stanley Vivier, Maurice 
“Smokey” Shelor, Evelena Newman Dalton, Joan Lawson Griffin, Ruby Boyd Asbury, Richard Conner, Buford Jessup.
The photo was taken at the September 3, 2023, Ice Cream Social/Memorial Service honoring Gary Cockram, a classmate 
who passed away July 20, 2021

VISIT  US ONLINE AT 
THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Harvest season has started
As we head into fall, har-

vest season is in full swing 
in various communities. Pic-

tured is hay being harvest-
ed at Laurel Hill Park, 1091 
Ararat Highway, Ararat. 

(Photos by Mary Dellenback 
Hill)

Elizabeth’s Garden, with bales of hay beyond.

Looking down from the (house site). On the lower left is the Commemorative Pavilion with a Memorial Brick Floor. 

The Picnic Pavillion on the right going into the park, Notice the two small shrubs at the bottom left.  Two of 17 (Dark Pink 
Crepe Myrtle) shrubs were planted recently.  

Memorial Ride raises 
$16,000 for chairty

Local Stuart Eagles Aerie 
#4007, along with many self-
less donors, raised an amaz-
ing $16,000 for the Ronald 
McDonald House on Satur-
day.

The 3rd Annual Garland 
Hall Memorial Ride on Sep-
tember 9th was a little rainy, 
but folks still turned out and 
came together to support a 
great cause making it the 

biggest annual event to date. 
Thank you to ALL that donat-
ed auction items, money, time 
and effort for the children and 
their families in medical need 
locally and regionally.

The Landmark 
Center Celebrates 
National Assisted 

Living Week
Established by the National Center for Assist-

ed Living in 1995, National Assisted Living Week 
(NALW) is held this year Sept. 10-16. This year’s 
theme, “Season of Reflection,” encourages assist-
ed living communities around the country to host 
a variety of events that honor the individuals who 
reside, work, and volunteer in these communities.

The Landmark Center in Stuart scheduled a 
variety of activities to celebrate with all who come 
together to create great memories for residents. 
They kicked off the week on Sunday, Sept. 10 with 
a Grandparents Day Friends and Family Dessert 
Bar, where residents and their guests enjoyed deli-
cious desserts prepared by the dietary staff and had 
photos taken with their families.

Monday, September 11 was recognized as a Day 
of Reflection with staff and residents dressing in 
their favorite 50s or 60s outfits. Dining services 
provided hot dogs, hamburgers and milk shakes for 
everyone for lunch.

Tuesday recognized the National Day of Encour-
agement, with everyone wearing tie dye and resi-
dents making their own tie dye shirts in activities. 
Landmark staff gave away homemade cookies with 
encouraging messages for student night at the Fair.

Uncle Sam Day is Wednesday, and everyone will 
be wearing red, white and blue. Uncle Sam himself 
will be around all day giving out goodies and priz-
es to residents, and Landmark will be giving away 
hats at their fair booth.

Thursday celebrates Virginia Day, and every-
one will be wearing Virginia-related apparel. The 
Landmark is hosting an Afternoon Tour and Tea at 
2:00 and will be offering special move-in deals for 
anyone thinking of residency there.  As part of Se-
nior Citizen Night at the Fair, bottles of water with 
Landmark coozies and large-print seek-a-word puz-
zle books will be the giveaways.

Rounding out the week on Friday, Landmark 
and Blue Ridge Therapy will be teaming up at the 
Stuart Farmers’ Market with blood pressure checks 
and a free breakfast table for the community.  Staff 
and residents will enjoy a big party in the game 
room, and the drawing for the big screen TV will be 
held at the Fair.

The Patrick County Historical Society and Mu-
seum partnered with Landmark to loan out histor-
ical photographs of Patrick County as well as other 
items that residents might remember from their 
youth. These will be on display throughout the 
month of September, and visitors are encouraged 
to enjoy them.

The Landmark Center thanks all family and 
friends who are helping them celebrate Assisted 
Living Week.

Three local students 
named to SNHU’s 
President’s List

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
cited the following students on being named to the 
Summer 2023 President’s List. The summer terms 
run from May to August.

Emily Keith of Stuart;
Gracie Luckado of Ararat;
Pamela Paquette of Patrick Springs.
Full-time undergraduate students who have 

earned a minimum grade-point average of 3.700 
and above for the reporting term are named to 
the President’s List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 16-week term or 
paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, 
and summer.

Electronic Title Transfer 
now offered for Qualified 

Vehicle Sales  
As part of the Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV’s) renewed efforts to provide superior service 
to Virginians, the agency is expanding its already ex-
tensive menu of online options on its newly designed 
website. Qualified vehicle buyers and sellers now 
have the ability to transfer vehicle ownership elec-
tronically. The electronic titling (e-titling) program 
gives an individual selling a vehicle to an individual 
buyer the ability to transfer the title through DMV’s 
website. 

The seller, buyer, and vehicle must meet certain re-
quirements in order to take advantage of the e-titling 
program. Requirements for e-title transfer include: 

*Buyer and seller must be Virginia residents with 
myDMV accounts 

*Sale is one owner to one buyer 
*No liens present on the title 
*No holds on customers’ accounts 
*Sale for a passenger vehicle (car, sport utility ve-

hicle, truck; no trailers, mopeds or all-terrain vehi-
cles) 

“The next time you buy a car from someone who 
isn’t a dealer, you may be able to transfer ownership 
without having to go to a DMV office,” said DMV 
Commissioner Gerald Lackey. “With the launch of 
our reimagined website, we continue to look for in-
novative ways that allow Virginians to take care of 
their DMV business anytime and anywhere.”  

For a complete list of e-titling requirements, visit 
dmv.virginia.gov/etitle.
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IALR to lead regional work-based learning collab
The Institute for Advanced 

Learning and Research (IALR) will 
lead the new Virginia Talent + Op-
portunity Partnership (V-TOP) In-
novative Internship effort serving 
Southern Virginia. Involving high-
er education institutions, K-12, eco-
nomic development organizations 
and employers, this collaborative 
will promote and develop opportu-
nities for employers and students 
to connect through work-based 
learning. It will also help prepare 
both students and employers for 
those opportunities. 

“Working with excellent part-
ners, IALR has a proven track re-
cord in developing and growing 
work-based learning programs and 
activities that make a tangible im-
pact on the regional economy. We 
are excited to lead this collabora-
tive, which will improve the work-
based learning landscape across 
15 localities in Southern Virginia,” 
said Dr. Julie Brown, Vice Presi-
dent of Advanced Learning.

This collaboration will have a 
positive and measurable impact on:

·         The number of work-based 
learning opportunities provided to 
regional students 

·         The number of organiza-
tions providing high-quality work-
based learning opportunities 

A $250,000 grant from the State 
Council for Higher Education in 
Virginia (SCHEV) funds this initia-
tive. IALR is the ninth and final re-
gional collaborative grant, which is 
part of a larger effort by SCHEV to 
expand work-based learning oppor-
tunities across the Commonwealth. 
Similar efforts are being led by 
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, James Madison University, 
UVA-Wise, the University of Mary 
Washington, Virginia Tech, Virgin-

ia Commonwealth University (in 
partnership with ChamberRVA), 
Old Dominion University and the 
University of Virginia (in collabo-
ration with Virginia Career Works 
– Piedmont).

These grant funds will empower 
employers to improve their work-
based learning initiatives and con-
nect with students. The primary 
goal of the collaborative will be to 
inventory, promote and improve 
work-based learning and intern-
ship opportunities across South-
ern Virginia. Through surveys and 
joint meetings, IALR and partners 
will explore how to expand work-
based learning opportunities and 
better connect businesses and tal-
ent. The collaborative will seek 
to identify and share work-based 
learning best practices and support 
options.

Organizations, businesses, eco-
nomic development organizations 
and educational institutions in 
V-TOP Region 3 should contact 
Jessie Vernon about participating 
in this collaborative.

“The grant was awarded to the 
Institute for Advanced Learning 
and Research to help coordinate 
efforts with other partners and em-
ployers to expand quality paid and 
credit-bearing student internships 
and work-based learning opportu-
nities in Southern Virginia. This 
marks a milestone for the Virginia 
Talent + Opportunity Partnership 
(V-TOP), which is pleased to have 
all nine regions represented,” said 
Alisha Bazemore, Assistant Di-
rector of Innovative Work-Based 
Learning Initiatives with SCHEV.

Over the last decade, IALR has 
served as Southern Virginia’s lead 
intermediary for many career ex-
posure and engagement opportu-

nities for K12 and postsecondary 
students, convening partners and 
securing extramural funds to sup-
port various career development 
initiatives. Current work-based 
learning opportunities IALR sup-
ports include apprenticeships, in-
ternships, mock interview days, 
teacher externships and high school 
teamships. This collaborative will 
extend the impact of IALR’s ex-
isting work-based learning frame-
work to better support students at 
the postsecondary level, resulting 
in two net new offerings:

·         Internship opportunities for 
college freshmen and sophomores 
during the academic year

·         An interview/hiring event 
for high school and college intern-
ships

V-TOP seeks to better connect 
students, higher education and 
employers to facilitate more and 

improved work-based learning op-
portunities. Funded through the 
Commonwealth Innovative Intern-
ship Fund and Program, Virginia 
TOP is supported by the Virginia 
Chamber Foundation, the State 
Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia and the Virginia Business 
Higher Education Council.

The Institute for Advanced 
Learning and Research serves 
Virginia as a regional catalyst for 
economic transformation with ap-
plied research, advanced learning, 
advanced manufacturing, confer-
ence center services and economic 
development efforts. IALR’s major 
footprint focuses within Southern 
Virginia, including the counties of 
Patrick, Henry, Franklin, Pittsyl-
vania, Halifax and Mecklenburg 
along with the cities of Martinsville 
and Danville.

Kendall Moore, a Coding and Robotics Intern for the Institute for Advanced Learning 
and Research (IALR), explored several design concepts before landing on a hydroponics 
system to be incorporated into IALR’s SMART Tables. Moore studies Aerospace 
Engineering at the University of Virginia.

Workshop extols the benefits of trees
Master Gardeners Jessica 

Hines, Jen Harrison and Nor-
ma Bozenmayer taught a work-

shop on the benefits of trees 
while Landmark artists created 
a whimsical tree to be displayed 

in their activity room. The oak 
tree can support over 700 species 
of native insects. For information 

on trees or Master Gardener pro-
grams email mgpcva@gmail.com.   

National observance reminds agriculturalists 
to prioritize safety on the job

Some of the nation’s most vital 
workers face life-threatening situa-
tions every day.

“Agriculture, fishing and forestry 
workers encounter hazards daily 
that put their health and well-being 
at risk,” said Laura Siegel, health 
communications officer for the Agri-
Safe Network. “Through accessible 
education, we can lower their risk 
and help them to live long, healthy 
lives.” 

AgriSafe is a nonprofit organiza-
tion representing health profession-
als and educators who are striving 
to reduce health disparities in agri-
cultural communities.

Recent data indicates that the 
agricultural sector is still the most 
dangerous in America with 573 
fatalities in 2019—equal to 23.1 
deaths per 100,000 workers. In 
2021, 4.6 workers per every 100 
were ill or injured on the job, ac-

cording to data from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

To remind agriculturalists to pri-
oritize safety in the workplace, the 
U.S. has observed National Farm 
Safety and Health Week since 1944. 
It’s held during the third week of 
September, during harvest sea-
son—one of the busiest and most 
dangerous times of the year for 
farmers.

The annual observance returns 
Sept. 17-23 with the theme “No One 
Can Take Your Place.” This reminds 
farmers of their immeasurable val-
ue—providing food, fuel, fiber and a 
future for agriculture.

Daily themes include equipment 
and rural roadway safety, health 
and wellness, priority populations, 
confined spaces and brain health.

Becky Broaddus, a member of the 
Virginia Farm Bureau Farm Safety 
Advisory Committee, said it’s im-

portant to help spread awareness 
of stress’ impact on mental health. 
Broaddus has led a series of men-
tal health trainings for individuals 
who work with farmers.

“Being mentally healthy is im-
portant for everyone on the farm,” 
Broaddus said. “Anyone who is 
dealing with mental health issues 
may not be as physically capable of 
working or thinking clearly—both 
of which increase the chance of in-
jury on the farm.”

Also slated for the week is a series 
of free webinars on relevant health 
and safety topics hosted by AgriS-
afe.

“While we provide year-round 
trainings virtually and in-person, 
National Farm Safety and Health 
Week is when we get the most at-
tention and can make the greatest 
impact,” Siegel said.

AgriSafe will provide 10 free ed-

ucational webinars Sept. 18-22 via 
Zoom with Spanish interpretation. 
Topics include ATV and chainsaw 
safety; infectious disease prevention 
on farms; cardiovascular health; 
mental health access for farmwork-
ers; confined spaces on dairy farms; 
grain entrapment prevention and 
response; and managing stress and 
mental health.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit agrisafe.org/nfshw/.

Additional farm safety resources 
can be accessed through the VFBF 
safety website, which addresses 
topics such as accident response, 
agricultural hazards, mental health 
and rural road safety. Site content 
also includes links to safety re-
sources offered by other farming 
advocacy organizations.

For a suite of resources address-
ing youth farm safety, visit cultiva-
tesafety.org.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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New members inducted into Patrick 
County High School’s Beta Club 

Patrick County High School 
recently held its National Beta 
Club induction ceremony. On Au-
gust 29, 35 students were induct-
ed into the National Senior Beta 
Club, and 17 students were wel-
comed into the National Junior 
Beta Club at Patrick County High 
School. 

These students were selected 
for membership based on their ac-
ademic achievement and charac-
ter and joined more than 500,000 
members across the world. Na-
tional Beta Club is the largest 
independent, non-profit, educa-
tional youth group in the United 
States. The National Beta Club 
serves to promote principles of ac-
ademic achievement, leadership, 
and service. 

The ceremony began with a brief 
introduction from Patrick County 
High School’s principal, Hope Per-
ry, followed by a short speech from 
Senior Beta sponsor, Kristie Bent-
ley. Mrs. Bentley discussed the re-
quirements to join this prestigious 
organization as well as congratu-
lated the new inductees for their 
outstanding achievement. She 
then introduced the 2023-2024 Sr. 
Beta officers who discussed the 

eight core values of the National 
Beta Club; these values include 
charity, service, humility, justice, 
industriousness, responsibility, 
cooperation, and honesty. The 
new Senior Beta Club members 
were then officially inducted, fol-
lowed by the induction of the new 
Junior Beta Club members. 

The PCHS Beta Club is one of 
the oldest in the nation, and has 
been inducting members since 
1937. The club sponsors, as well 
as returning members, are excit-
ed to continue this tradition by 
welcoming the new members into 
this organization. The PCHS Beta 
Club is proud of its new members, 
and looks forward to seeing how 
they contribute to the club.

Perry told the new inductees, “I 
look forward to seeing how mem-
bership in this prestigious orga-
nization will impact you and how 
you, in turn, will impact National 
Beta Club,” a sentiment shared 
by all those involved in the PCHS 
Beta Club.

Sr Beta sponsors, Kristie Bent-
ley and Jonathan Turchek, as well 
as Junior Beta sponsors Cami 
Conner and Allison Eames, are 
looking forward to a wonderful 

year. 
The following students were in-

ducted:
Joseph Beasley
Anderson Brim
Jayden Callahan 
Morgan Cambron 
Mason Cassell
Taylor Collins 
Madison Corns 
Jason Day
Mason Fain
Jahdoir Hairston 
Addisyn Hall
Kyle Handy
Kaydence Harman
Easton Harris 
Peyton Hazelwood
Chloe Hubbard
Willow Hylton 
Elyjah Jenkins 
Lily Kelley 
Aubreigh Large
Jacob Lester 
Fisher Martin 
Hunter Martin 
Nexander Martinez De Jesus 
Draysin Maselli
Remi Miller
Angel Plaster
Nathan Register
Madison Scott
Alexia Shuff

Mason Spencer
Jacob Spencer
Lacey Sutphin
William Vernon
Paige Whitt
Isabella Clark
Caleb Clement 
Karson Gillispie
Mason Hancock
Jordan Hardee
Sierra Hughes 
Nathan Hodges 
Soledad Huerta-Dominguez
Kiera Hylton
Mason Keith
Rylan Montgomery 
Candace Nelson-Hopkins
Camryn Perkins
William Smith
Hailleigh Wingfield
Anna Witt 
In addition to the induction cer-

emony, the Patrick County High 
School Sr. Beta Club installed its 
2023-2024 officers:

Heather Edwards-President
Daryl Lynn Combs- Vice Presi-

dent 
Kylei Blevins- Secretary 
Rylee Soliday- Treasurer 
Kali Craig- Reporter 
Whitley Kruse- Activities Direc-

tor

Forest School Event 
at Philpott Lake

Join the Dan River Ba-
sin Association (DRBA) 
and the US Army Corps 
of Engineers at Philpott 
Lake for an event that 
is sure to get the fami-
ly excited about nature. 
September 23 is going 
to be an exciting day 
at Philpott Lake as we 
celebrate the US Army 
Corps of Engineers 70th 
anniversary at Philpott 
Lake, along with Nation-
al Public Lands Day. To 
commemorate the day, 
DRBA has partnered 
with the rangers at Phil-
pott to present a fami-
ly-friendly event, Forest 
School. 

Forest School will be 
held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 23, from 10 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. at the Philpott 
Lake Visitor Center, 1058 Philpott 
Dam Road, Bassett.

“We are looking forward to Forest 
School, and we are excited that it co-
incides with National Public Lands 
Day. We can’t think of a better way to 
celebrate National Public Lands Day, 
than coming out and learning all about 
public lands. We are also excited about 
having the public here to help Philpott 
Lake celebrate its 70th anniversary,” 
said Dillon Brown, Interpretive Park 
Ranger, Philpott Lake.

This is a free family event which will 
provide learning opportunities about 
our natural resources. Educational 
exhibits and activities will be set up 
in the grassy area for youth to partic-
ipate in, with giveaways. Free meals 
will be provided to the first 100 youth 

and their parents.
DRBA’s Education Outreach Man-

ager, Krista Hodges, said, “This is go-
ing to be a family friendly event that 
will give children and parents a fun 
and safe opportunity to learn about 
nature while also spending time to-
gether.”

This event is proudly sponsored by 
the Eco Ambassador Council, local 
businesses who join together to pro-
tect and promote our local natural re-
sources.

DRBA is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to protecting and promoting 
the Dan River watershed through rec-
reation, education and stewardship. 
To learn more about the Dan River 
Basin Association, visit www.danriv-
er.org.

Initial claims remain 
at pre-pandemic levels

The number of initial claims de-
creased in the latest filing week 
to 2,568 and remained at typical 
pre-Pandemic volumes experi-
enced in 2019, according to data 
from the Virginia Employment 
Commission (VEC).

For the filing week ending Sep-
tember 2, the figure for season-
ally unadjusted initial claims in 
Virginia was 2,568, which was a 
decrease of 209 claimants from 
the previous week. Continued 
weeks claimed totaled 13,092, 
which was 166 claims lower than 
the previous week but an increase 
of 9.5% from the 11,955 continued 
claims from the comparable week 
last year. An industry was re-
ported for ninety-three percent of 
claimants. Of those, over half (51 
percent) of continued claims were 
from professional, scientific, and 
technical services (1,988), admin-
istrative and support and waste 
management (1,808), health care 
and social assistance (1,200), and 
manufacturing (1,176). Eligibili-
ty for benefits is determined on a 
weekly basis, and so not all week-
ly claims filed result in a bene-
fit payment. This is because the 
initial claims numbers represent 
claim applications; claims are 

then reviewed for eligibility and 
legitimacy.

In the week ending September 
2, the advance U.S. figure for sea-
sonally adjusted initial claims 
was 216,000, a decrease of 13,000 
from the previous week’s revised 
level. The previous week’s lev-
el was revised up by 1,000 from 
228,000 to 229,000. The advance 
number of actual initial claims 
under state programs[1], unad-
justed, totaled 190,190 in the 
week ending September 2, a de-
crease of 3,240 (or -1.7 percent) 
from the previous week. There 
were 172,835 initial claims in the 
comparable week in 2022. Look-
ing at preliminary data, most 
U.S. states reported decreases 
on a seasonally unadjusted ba-
sis. Ohio’s preliminary weekly 
change (-2,909) was the largest 
decrease. New York’s preliminary 
weekly change (-2,114) was the 
second largest decrease. Oregon’s 
preliminary weekly change (-801) 
was the third largest decrease. 
Florida’s preliminary weekly 
change (-773) was the fourth larg-
est decrease. Virginia’s prelimi-
nary weekly change (+99) was the 
sixteenth largest increase.

dhall@theenterprise.net
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         1  2 
 

 
 

Interested or have questions about our programs? Call us at 276-694-3352. 

 
 

Family Movie 11:00 

 4  5  6  7  8  9 

CLOSED FOR 
 LABOR DAY  Yoga 10:00 

 Registration required Chair Exercise 10:15  Board Game Day 

 11  12  13  14  15  16 

Yoga 10:00  
Registration required 

Storytime 10:30 
Cows 

 

Yoga 10:00 
Registration required Chair Exercise 10:15 

 
Youth Art Program 

10:30 
Faux Stained Glass 

Chair Exercise 1:30 Martin Clark Book 
Signing 

3:30-8:00 
Book Bingo 2:30 Not Your Mother’s 

Book Club 5:00 
LEGO Club 4:00 

 18  19  20  21  22  23 
Yoga 10:00 

Registration required 
Storytime 10:30 

Pirates 
Yoga 10:00 

Registration required Chair Exercise 10:15 

Medicare 101 
12:00 

 
 
 

Chair Exercise 1:30 
Books & Bakes 5:00 Retired Teacher’s Book 

Club 11:00 
Open Art Studio 

 1:00-3:00 
LEGO Club 4:00 

 25  26  27  28  29  30 
Yoga 10:00 

Registration required 
Storytime 10:30 
With the Master 

Gardeners: Apples 

Yoga 10:00  
Registration required 

Chair Exercise 10:15 

  Chair Exercise 1:30 Fall Welcome Gnome 
Wreath Program 2:30 
Registration required LEGO Club 4:00 

Preserving the Harvest at the Learning Garden
Master Gardeners Carrie Ingles, 

Donnaah Sparkle, Debbie Hyde, 
Denny Jennings and Sherry East-
erbrooks taught techniques on pre-
serving the garden harvest using 
canning, dehydration, freezing, fer-

mentation and root cellars. There 
was also a special presentation on 
growing and using lavender. The 
presentations were followed by a 
feast of lavender cheese, lavender 
lemonade and tea, special recipes 

of pickled okra, carrots and cucum-
bers as well as dehydrated apples, 
and zucchini.  

The next Learning Garden will be 
on Saturday October 6, at 10 a.m. 
1208 Tudor Orchard Road. Don’t 

miss the second annual Master 
Gardener Native Plant Sale on Sat-
urday, October 21, 10 a.m. to noon, 
held in Uptown Stuart outside the 
Patrick County Visitors Center.  

Mayberry Trading Post hosts 
music, antique vehicles

Last week, Mayberry Trading 
Post in Meadows of Dan hosted an 
antique Plymouth, while Robbie 
and Betty Vance performed Sock-

Hop favorites. The mercantile is lo-
cated just off the Blue Ridge Park-
way near Meadows of Dan. (By 
Joanne Hill)
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This historical home was built in 1837 and features a lot of its original character. There are 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and 4 non-conform-
ing bedrooms. The home sits on 9.26 acres.  Bassett $495,000

ONLINE AUCTIONS

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer

Lic# 2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office

2016 - 2022”

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA
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FEATURED LISTINGS

FLOYD, VA

WOOLWINE, VA

STUART, VA

WOOLWINE, VA

LAUREL FORK, VA

PATRICK SPRINGS, VA

STUART, VA STUART, VA

This 2.045 acre tract has frontage on Route 8. It is wooded with 
underground utilities in place. Jill Creek runs through this property. 
Adjoining lots are for sale. $16,700

Spacious 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home on 2 acres of land. The 
home has a large detached 24x40 garage. $268,500

Wooded building lot with frontage on the 9th hole of the Olde 
Mill Golf Resort. Build your home overlooking the beautiful front 
nine which displays lush fairways, water, and amazing scenery! 
$39,500 

This 12.39 ac wooded tract features multiple springs and a stream. 
It has great road frontage on Lee Elgin Rd. Adjoining lots could 
also be purchased if you desire more acreage! $75,000 

This 4 acre lot would be great to build a home on. It is located 
approximately 15 minutes from Stuart and 35 minutes from 
Martinsville.    

Adorable 1 bedroom, 1 bath bungalow with 944 sq ft of liv-
ing space. Home sits on 3.2 acres with great mountain views! 
$235,000

Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath home on 12.5 acres of land. Home 
features 2,016 sq ft of living space on 12.5 acres. $341,000

Adorable 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with +1,500 sq ft of living 
space. Home sits on .58 acres of land, nestled in the woods, with 
bold creek frontage. $150,000 

SOLD SOLD

Farms - Homes - Land - Estates - Personal Property
Interested in selling? Our Jumpstart Program might be the answer! Contact us today for more information at (540) 745-2005. 

Lic.#0226000240

PENDING SOLD

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com
www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com


