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Voting, poll information
Voters will head to the polls on 

Tuesday, November 7. Polls are 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sample ballots are printed in 
this newspaper showing the names 
of the candidates.  Four sample 
ballots are included – one for the 
county-wide races and one each 
showing candidates for the Blue 
Ridge, Mayo River, and Peters 
Creek districts. 

Registrar Susan Taylor said she 
is hopeful that at least 50 percent 
of registered voters will partici-
pate. Typically, the number ranges 
from 40 to 45 percent, she added.

Voters are reminded to bring an 
acceptable form of identification 
with them on Election Day, as Vir-
ginia law requires that all voters 
present an acceptable form of iden-
tification when voting. Any voter 
who does not have an acceptable 
ID may sign an ID confirmation 
statement.

A registered voter needing to 
vote early may do so in person in 
the Registrar’s Office, located at 
the Patrick County Veterans’ Me-
morial Building, 106 Rucker St, 
Rm 216C, Stuart, VA 24171. The 
office is open Monday – Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The final day for ear-
ly voting is Saturday, November 4, 
at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, contact the Registrar’s Office 

at (276) 694-7206.
Due to redistricting, Patrick 

County voters may be voting at 
a different polling location than 
they have in the past. Voters are 
encouraged to visit https://vote.
elections.virginia.gov/VoterInfor-
mation or contact the Registrar’s 
Office to check their information 
prior to Election Day.

Patrick County polling places 
and their locations are:

Dan River District
Ararat - Ararat Ruritan Bldg. 

4711 Ararat Hwy.
Claudville - Claudville Commu-

nity Bldg. 1828 Red Bank School 
Rd.

Willis Gap - Willis Gap Commu-
nity Center 144 The Hollow Rd.

Peters Creek District
Dry Pond - Peters Creek Commu-

nity Bldg. 2130 Dry Pond Hwy.
Patrick Springs - Patrick Springs 

Fire Station 181 Spring Rd.
Russell Creek - Russell Creek 

Community Bldg. 1808 Ayers Or-
chard Rd.

Mayo River District
Critz/Stella - Hardin Reynolds 

Elementary School 3597 Dogwood 
Rd.

Liberty - Patrick Henry Volun-
teer Fire Department 3125 County 
Line Rd.

Walking tours set to benefit scholarship fund
Thomas D. “Tom” Perry will host 

walking tours of the J. E. B. Stuart 
Birthplace, the Laurel Hill Farm, on 
November 4 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
The event is a fundraiser for the Per-
ry Family Scholarship, but it is free to 
the public. Donations will be accepted.

Perry encourages participants to 
bring their children and grandchil-
dren to learn about this historic prop-
erty in Ararat, located at 1091 Ararat 
Highway. The rain date will be Sun-
day, November 5, at 2 p.m. 

The tour will include all the aspects 
of the property on the Virginia and 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The tour will consist of Native Amer-
ican history, the new Dinky Railroad 
exhibit, the American Revolution, and 
the grave of William Letcher, J. E. B. 
Stuart’s great-grandfather, who was 
killed at Laurel Hill during the Ameri-
can Revolution. He is buried in the old-
est marked grave in Patrick County.

The many histories of Laurel Hill 
will include the slave cemetery ex-

ploring the African American history 
from 1780 through 1859, the Antebel-
lum farm life at Stuart’s Birthplace, 
including discussion of Archibald and 
Elizabeth Letcher Pannill Stuart, 
their home and kitchen sites, and the 
cemetery that includes the siblings of 
General Stuart.

The tour will discuss Major Gener-
al James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart, 
who grew up on the farm before going 
to Wythe and Pulaski counties for ed-
ucation, Emory and Henry College, 
and the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point, New York. Stuart 
served in the First United States Cav-
alry, mainly in the Kansas Territory, 
before resigning to rise in rank as Ma-
jor General, commanding all of Robert 
E. Lee’s cavalry in the Army of North-
ern Virginia during the Civil War Be-
tween The States.

Perry started J. E. B. Stuart in 1990 
and led the fundraising efforts to pre-
serve the seventy-five acres where J. 
E. B. Stuart was born on February 6, 

1833. Perry has written 
five books on Stuart, in-
cluding A Portrait of J. E. 
B. Stuart, released earli-
er this year, exploring the 
controversies surround-
ing Stuart, including the 
portrait of Stuart taken 
down in a Patrick County 
Courtroom, the Fairfax 
County High School that 
changed its name from 
Stuart to Justice High 
School and the taking 
down of Stuart’s statue 
on Monument Avenue in 
Richmond, Virginia.

Perry started the Per-
ry Family Scholarship 
after the death of his 
parents in 2021 and has 
given seven scholarships 
to Patrick County High 
School seniors who write a 1,000-word 
essay on the historical topic of their 
choosing. 

Interested parties may contact Per-
ry at freestateofpatrick@yahoo.com or 
(276) 692-5300.

Tom Perry will host walking tours of Laurel Hill Farm at 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. on November 4.

Master Gardener’s program 
welcomes young and old

A guest at the Master Gardener’s bat program last week dressed for the occasion in a cute 
outfit that featured spiders, spider webs, and bats. The gardening group celebrated ‘The 
Misunderstood Bat’ in programs at the Landmark Center and the Patrick County Library. 
(Contributed photo)

Customer service, 
training are among 

Belcher’s goals

By Taylor Boyd
If successful in her bid for the Circuit Court 

Clerk’s post, Nancy Turner Belcher would focus 
on customer service, training, and necessary 
software updates.

Belcher, who is facing interim Clerk of Court 
Morgan Boothe and Erica Wade in the race, said 
customer service is a key issue. 

Though she wouldn’t necessarily call it a 
challenge for herself, it is “definitely a focus,” 
Belcher said, adding there would be no cost to 
address that issue. 

Nancy Turner Belcher

Staffing issues, 
technology upgrades top 
Boothe’s list of concerns

By Taylor Boyd
Staffing challenges are among the top issues 

facing interim Circuit Court Clerk Morgan 
Boothe in her November bid for the office.

“We are down one person until after the elec-
tion. The State Compensation Board funds five 
full-time positions for us. That’s based on the 
county’s population and our office’s workload,” 
Boothe said. Boothe, 28, said the problem with 
that is the workload assessment the state counts 
on is about 20 years old, but “our workload has 
increased just like everything else in the world.” 

Morgan Boothe

Lack of integrity, other 
issues propelled Wade 

to seek post

By Taylor Boyd
A lack of integrity, accountability, and trans-

parency are among the issues prompting Erica 
Cipko Wade to seek the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
post in November, and she cited one example at 
a recent forum, asserting that two people had 
been asked to leave the clerk’s office.

In her bid for office, Wade, 33, will face chal-
lengers that include interim clerk Morgan 
Boothe and Nancy Belcher.

During an update to the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors, Boothe said she asked Patrick 

Erica Cipko Wade
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This silly girl is Oakey, and she is just 10 months old. 
She is super friendly and loves to play.

This handsome guy looking into the camera is Chico, 
a 4 year-old who is great with kids, likes other dogs and 
deserves a new home.

Both of these great dogs were just surrendered to the 
shelter.

So many dogs are being surrendered to the shelter at 
no fault of their own. We believe it is partially due to the 
increased cost of dog food.  

If you can help these pups or any of the other shel-
ter pets, call the Patrick County Public Animal Shel-
ter (PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259. To view available pets, 
check out the shelter’s Facebook page. Adoption fees are 
$10 and include spay/neuter and a rabies vaccination.

Pets of the Week
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Proven Community Leadership
EMT & Fire Fighter for 10+ years
Town Council Member
Patrick County Young Professional

12 plus years of Legal Experience in ALL legal
realms

Civil, Criminal, Real Estate, Probate, and
Bookkeeping

Worthy of our citizens' trust
Dedicated to Patrick County

Here’s the real “investigation*”

CLERK OF COURT

“Patrick County, we’re not just voting
for this election cycle, we’re voting

to regain and retain integrity for
years to come.  I want to be your

Clerk of Court to serve this
generation, but I also want to

reestablish a Clerk’s Office that the
next generation can utilize moving
forward.  A vote for me, is a vote for
integrity, values, and accountability

for years to come. ” E. Wade

      I referenced two people being turned away from the Clerk’s Office and asked not to come back during the PCYP Forum because

that’s what I had been told while working at Chris Corbett’s office that week. The individuals still have ongoing business to handle at

the Clerk’s Office, so they have chosen to not have their names publicly displayed.  I shared one of these contacts with The Enterprise

the day after the PCYP Forum, and they were able to validate these claims, the other individual chose to remain anonymous

completely.  The Enterprise knew there was more to this story when they published the headline and article last week, but chose not to
include those details while reporting about what I consider to be a waste of taxpayer dollars “investigation.” 

     A bit of background for each of these circumstances we’re that the emotions were high dealing with two separate individuals and

two separate estates, and the questions the individuals were asking weren’t being answered by the deputy clerk. Further, they were

told that there was nothing that anyone could do for them at the Clerk’s Office and it would be best if they left and found someone

else to help them. They continued asking questions because they were “clerk questions” and one of them were told “we’re done here,

you can leave now.” 

     I do feel it is unacceptable for anyone to feel like their questions don’t matter, and their voice can’t be voiced. There was no officer

escort out of the office or building, because these people weren’t there to cause trouble, simply to have their questions answered

after making an appointment to speak with the Clerks, so they each left without incident when told to do so.   Neither person told me

they wanted to pursue anything other than to share with our office their frustrations because they knew I was running for that office

and would change how situations like these were handled.  

This Ad is paid for by Erica Cipko Wade for Clerk

NOVEMBER 7, 2023...
         your VOTE matters,
now, more than ever!

Erica, Robbie, and Evelyn Wade.

*The Enterprise October 25, 2023, pg. 1 & 3

Cast your vote for Erica C. Wade, a
candidate who will serve the citizens

while remaining dedicated to respect,
understanding, clear communication,

and transparency.

Tourism Talks
Hi Patrick, 
How about the temperatures 

over this weekend? Did you feel 
like the seasons have changed a 
little bit? Overall, the weather 
was great, but there were some 
complaints about the heat at the 
Folklife Festival held at the Blue 
Ridge Institute and Museum at 
Ferrum College. Patrick County 
Tourism was there, promoting 
the county and greeting many 
people throughout the day. We 
sponsored the main music tent, 
and the Patrick County Banner 
was visible all day as the sing-
ing echoed through the venue! 
This was the last big festival 
of the year, and I am grateful 
for our team and their efforts 
to promote our beautiful home 

this season! As we move into the 
holiday season, the evergreens 
take center stage, and we can 
see the leaves falling or already 
gone. The colors around us have 
changed, but we can find beauty 
in other forms, which includes 
us. I encourage you to watch our 
events calendar or visit the Visi-
tors Center for updates, as there 
will be parades, fellowships, and 
music all around us. So, let’s 
greet everyone with a smile and 
say hello to our neighbors! As 
always, bundle up, stay warm, 
and “Find yourself here.”

I’ll be in touch soon. 
Best regards, James Houch-

ins, 
Director of Tourism (jhouch-

ins@co.patrick.va.us)

Cummings to serve 
on EDA board

At its most recent meeting, the 
Patrick County Board of Supervi-
sors appointed Doss Cummings to 
represent the Blue Ridge District 
on the Patrick County Economic 
Development Authority Board. 

Cummings has held multiple po-
sitions, including leadership posi-
tions, within the alcohol sales in-
dustry, and is currently working for 

Childress Vineyards in North Car-
olina as a National Sales Manager. 

The Patrick County EDA works 
to provide an environment of eco-
nomic growth and development for 
the county and its residents. The 
EDA works with the Director of 
Economic Development to expand 
current businesses and recruit new 
businesses to the county.

Innovators improve work zone 
safety through automation at 
VT Transportation Institute

A future with safer roadway work 
zones is here, thanks to innovations de-
veloped through Virginia Tech Trans-
portation Institute’s Division of Tech-
nology Implementation.

Attendees of DRIVE SMART Vir-
ginia’s Distracted Driving Summit in 
Blacksburg in September toured VT-
TI’s facilities to learn about solutions 
developed to reduce roadway crashes 
and fatalities.

Will Vaughan, a VTTI research as-
sociate, explained how the Automated 
Truck-Mounted Attenuator protects 
highway workers. It’s a mobile crash 
cushion barrier that extends back-
ward, absorbing impact and smoothly 
redirecting crashes.

According to the National Work Zone 
Safety Information Clearing House, 
there were 28 fatalities in Virginia 
work zones in 2021, and 956 fatalities 
nationally.

“Unfortunately, in Virginia, these 
vehicles are hit about once every three 
weeks, and there have been two fatali-
ties in the last month,” Vaughan said. 
“That’s due to distracted driving—mo-
torists plowing into these things with-
out slowing down because they’re not 
looking ahead. But it’s our goal to get 
drivers out of those vehicles that tend 
to get hit in work zones.”

Some contractors are having trouble 
finding people to operate these vehicles 
voluntarily, Vaughan continued. “It’s 
not a matter of if you’re going to get hit, 
but when, how hard, and will you walk 
away?”

To address this risk, the division 

team has established a lead-follow au-
tonomous system for its ATMA.

“We have a package on the trailer 
hitch receiver of the lead vehicle with 
computing that will lay down a path 
for this one to follow, with driverless 
operation,” Vaughan explained. “The 
vehicle in front will tell it how far be-
hind to follow, from 50 to 400 feet. Our 
primary source of navigation is GPS, 
which follows little breadcrumbs from 
the lead vehicle, like Hansel and Gre-
tel. The ATMA also can navigate using 
machine vision when GPS is unavail-
able.”

The driverless automation features 
external controls and wireless emer-
gency stop buttons. It also stops and 
starts moving again once an unexpect-
ed object exits its path.

Following testing on VTTI’s high-
tech Virginia Smart Roads, Vaughan 
said they began operating the system 
on live roads, where it’s performing 
well.

As manufacturers express interest in 
commercial versions of the system, mo-
torists are still urged to do their part.

“Unlike normal road conditions, 
work zones involve large equipment, 
traffic pattern changes, lane closures, 
uneven pavement and workers,” said 
David Tenembaum, senior actuarial 
manager with Virginia Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Co., a DSV partner. 
“That’s a volatile environment. In a 
work zone, drivers must obey all traffic 
safety laws, drive distraction-free, ad-
here to all signage, and watch for high-
way workers.”
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Sample Ballots
(cont. from page 1)

dhall@theenterprise.net

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick
Pct. 503 - Woolwine
General Election
Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

To write in a qualified candidate who is not already on the ballot, fill in the oval and
write the name of the person on the line.

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your votes may not be counted.

Ballot Style # 013 Typ:01 Seq:0013 Spl:01 503 - Woolwine

END OF BALLOT

Member
Senate of Virginia
7th District
Vote for only one

William M. "Bill" Stanley, Jr. - R

Deborah I. "Renie" Gates - D

Write-in

Member
House of Delegates
47th District
Vote for only one

Wren M. Williams - R

Patricia Lynn Quesenberry - D

Jacob C. Frogel - I

Write-in

Clerk of Court
Vote for only one

Morgan E. Boothe

Nancy Turner Belcher

Erica Cipko Wade

Write-in

Commonwealth's Attorney
Vote for only one

Dayna Kendrick Bobbitt

Write-in

Sheriff
Vote for only one

Daniel M. Smith

Write-in

Commissioner of Revenue
Vote for only one

Tabitha L. Overby

Glennda C. Morse

Write-in

Treasurer
Vote for only one

Sandra K. Stone

Write-in

Soil and Water
Conservation Director
Patrick District
Vote for not more than three

Joseph A. Sparks

E. Wayne Clark

Richard E. Kreh, Sr.

Write-in

Write-in

Write-in

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick
Pct. 402 - Stuart Fairgrounds
General Election
Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

To write in a qualified candidate who is not already on the ballot, fill in the oval and
write the name of the person on the line.

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your votes may not be counted.

Ballot Style # 010 Typ:01 Seq:0010 Spl:01 402 - Stuart Fairgrounds

Turn Ballot Over
To Continue Voting

Member
Senate of Virginia
7th District
Vote for only one

William M. "Bill" Stanley, Jr. - R

Deborah I. "Renie" Gates - D

Write-in

Member
House of Delegates
47th District
Vote for only one

Wren M. Williams - R

Patricia Lynn Quesenberry - D

Jacob C. Frogel - I

Write-in

Clerk of Court
Vote for only one

Morgan E. Boothe

Nancy Turner Belcher

Erica Cipko Wade

Write-in

Commonwealth's Attorney
Vote for only one

Dayna Kendrick Bobbitt

Write-in

Sheriff
Vote for only one

Daniel M. Smith

Write-in

Commissioner of Revenue
Vote for only one

Tabitha L. Overby

Glennda C. Morse

Write-in

Treasurer
Vote for only one

Sandra K. Stone

Write-in

Member
Board of Supervisors
Blue Ridge District
Vote for only one

Steve D. Marshall

Clyde M. DeLoach

Write-in

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick
Pct. 302 - Liberty
General Election
Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

To write in a qualified candidate who is not already on the ballot, fill in the oval and
write the name of the person on the line.

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your votes may not be counted.

Ballot Style # 008 Typ:01 Seq:0008 Spl:01 302 - Liberty

Turn Ballot Over
To Continue Voting

Member
Senate of Virginia
7th District
Vote for only one

William M. "Bill" Stanley, Jr. - R

Deborah I. "Renie" Gates - D

Write-in

Member
House of Delegates
47th District
Vote for only one

Wren M. Williams - R

Patricia Lynn Quesenberry - D

Jacob C. Frogel - I

Write-in

Clerk of Court
Vote for only one

Morgan E. Boothe

Nancy Turner Belcher

Erica Cipko Wade

Write-in

Commonwealth's Attorney
Vote for only one

Dayna Kendrick Bobbitt

Write-in

Sheriff
Vote for only one

Daniel M. Smith

Write-in

Commissioner of Revenue
Vote for only one

Tabitha L. Overby

Glennda C. Morse

Write-in

Treasurer
Vote for only one

Sandra K. Stone

Write-in

Member
Board of Supervisors
Mayo River District
Vote for only one

H. Danny Foley, Sr.

C. Clayton Kendrick, Jr.

Write-in

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick
Pct. 202 - Patrick Springs
General Election
Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

To write in a qualified candidate who is not already on the ballot, fill in the oval and
write the name of the person on the line.

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your votes may not be counted.

Ballot Style # 005 Typ:01 Seq:0005 Spl:01 202 - Patrick Springs

Turn Ballot Over
To Continue Voting

Member
Senate of Virginia
7th District
Vote for only one

William M. "Bill" Stanley, Jr. - R

Deborah I. "Renie" Gates - D

Write-in

Member
House of Delegates
47th District
Vote for only one

Wren M. Williams - R

Patricia Lynn Quesenberry - D

Jacob C. Frogel - I

Write-in

Clerk of Court
Vote for only one

Morgan E. Boothe

Nancy Turner Belcher

Erica Cipko Wade

Write-in

Commonwealth's Attorney
Vote for only one

Dayna Kendrick Bobbitt

Write-in

Sheriff
Vote for only one

Daniel M. Smith

Write-in

Commissioner of Revenue
Vote for only one

Tabitha L. Overby

Glennda C. Morse

Write-in

Treasurer
Vote for only one

Sandra K. Stone

Write-in

Member
Board of Supervisors
Peters Creek District
Vote for only one

Lisa P. Mickles

Jonathan M. Wood

Write-in

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

Blue Ridge District
Meadows of Dan - Meadows of 

Dan Community Bldg. 2858 Jeb 
Stuart Hwy.

Stuart Fairgrounds - Hooker 
Building, Rotary Field, 420 Wood-
land Dr.

Stuart Community - Stuart Com-

munity Center (Patrick Henry 
Community College, Patrick Site) 
212 Wood Brothers Dr.

 Smith River District

Elamsville - Fairystone Fire Sta-
tion 6687 Fairystone Park Hwy.

Woolwine - Smith River Rescue 
Squad Bldg. 9962 Woolwine Hwy.

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following:

Trista Cosner, 35, 1510 Cedar St., Christians-
burg, arrested Sept. 20 on indictments that in-
cluded two counts distribute methamphetamine 
and one count each distribute suboxone, con-
spire to distribute Schedule I/II drug, conspire 
to distribute meth - 28 grams.  Christiansburg 
PD made the arrest for Patrick County.

Doyle Fain, 73, 11790 Ararat Highway, Claud-
ville, was charged Oct. 20 with brandishing a 
firearm. Deputy C. Gilbert made the arrest.

Philip Cooley, 56, 1667 Wilson Mill Road, Bas-
sett, was charged Oct. 20 with shoplifting. Dep-
uty M. R. Hodges made the arrest.

Gary Wayne Tilley, 59, 171 Salem Church 

Road, Reidsville, N.C., was charged Oct. 21 with 
probation violation. Deputy D. Dillon made the 
arrest.

Sandra M. Osment, 33, Patrick County Jail, 
was charged Oct. 21 with probation violation. 
Deputy D. Dillon made the arrest.

Joseph Ray Walton, 34, 679 Ararat Highway, 
Ararat, was charged Oct. 22 with assault. Depu-
ty A. Kinney made the arrest.

Christine Spencer Minter, 58, 2729 Old Mill 
Road, Patrick Springs, was charged Oct. 24 with 
Contempt of Court. 1st Sgt. B. L. Vipperman 
made the arrest. 

Jennifer Anne Lunsford, 46, Patrick County 
Jail, was charged Oct. 26 with probation viola-
tion. Sht. C. Frick made the arrest.

Arrests Reported VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET

Sample Ballot shows county-wide races. Blue Ridge District.

Mayo River District. Peters Creek District.
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Letters to the Editor/Viewpoints Policy
The Enterprise welcomes letters to the editor and/or reader viewpoints 
of 500 words or less. Submissions may be edited for clarity, length, legal 
ramifications or general taste at the editor’s discretion. We reserve the 
right to refuse to publish submitted letters for the same reasons. All letters 
must be signed by an individual and include community. Verifiable sources 
for information cited must be forwarded to the editor. Letters that do not 
meet these guidelines will not be considered for publication. 

Disclaimer: Viewpoints and opinions expressed in letters selected for 
publication are the opinions of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Enterprise.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Citizens of Patrick County, 
As many of you know, my family 

and I suffered a great loss on May 
13, 2020, when my mama, Pame-
la Morse was murdered. This was 
one of the most heartbreaking and 
traumatic things my family and I 
have ever had to go through. No one 
should ever have to live through this.

Not knowing which way to turn, 
I reached out to the Clerk of Courts 
Office here in Patrick County to ask 
some questions. I called several times 
and left messages. I never received a 
call back from anyone in that office. 
Then, I reached out to Nancy Belcher 
at the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
Office in Stuart. I told Nancy about 
me calling the Clerk of Courts Office 
in Stuart and how I never received 
a call back. Nancy was very sorry 
to hear they had not called me back 
and she quickly asked me, “How can 
I help you?” I asked Nancy the ques-
tions that I had and asked for her 
help in guiding me in the 

direction I needed to go. Because 
of Nancy’s many years of experience 
and knowledge of the court system, 
she was able to respectfully and 
quickly give me the accurate an-
swers that I needed. 

Over the years she has fostered 
relationships with other counties. In 
doing this, Nancy was quickly able 
to put me in contact with the right 
people in Henry County, Virginia. 
She knew exactly who I needed to 
call, gave me their phone number, 
and she also contacted one of them 
for me. I made one call to Nancy 
Belcher, and she didn’t hesitate to 
be there for me in my time of need. 
Let’s vote for Nancy Turner Belcher 
as our new clerk of court this Novem-
ber. I know she will be there for each 
citizen of Patrick County in their 
time of need just as she was for me.   

Jennifer Helms,
Woolwine

To the Voters of Patrick County,
It has come to my attention that 

people have been told that I am sup-
porting a candidate

for the Clerk of Court position.  
However, I have not publicly stated 
my support for any particular candi-
date.

In the last clerk’s election, I did 
publicly endorse a candidate, a per-
son with integrity, a proven

record of accomplishment, and a 
record of effective leadership.  Un-
fortunately, the voters

decided to elect a different candi-
date. So, I have chosen not to take 
a public position in this election, 
regardless of what some have been 
told. It is the responsibility of each 
voter in the county to determine 
which candidate possesses the char-
acteristics that are so important in 
the clerk’s job.

I hope you will ask the following 
about each candidate. Who has the 
values to always to what is right, 
to treat each and every customer 

with respect and dignity, to assist 
all that come into the office, to en-
sure that the laws are upheld, and to 
make sure confidentiality is always 
maintained by all staff? In addition, 
please consider who has the integri-
ty to ensure that the job is done cor-
rectly, and will follow through and 
make the difficult decisions when it 
might be less trouble and faster to 
take an easy approach or ignore an 
issue. Finally, please consider who 
will set and enforce the standards 
of performance to ensure that each 
staff member does what is right, and 
that they work for, serve, and assist 
the citizens of the county.

That is what I strove to do when I 
was your clerk. I am honored to have 
served you to the best of my ability.  I 
encourage you to vote, and I encour-
age you to take your vote seriously.

Respectfully, 
Susan Gasperini,
Stuart

Support for Pancake Days appreciated
The Meadows of Dan Ruritans 

want to thank you for your support 
of our 56th annual Pancake Days. 
We served 500 more people than we 
did in 2022. This wouldn’t have been 
possible without many willing volun-
teers. We feel deeply grateful for your 
participation and generosity. Thanks 

to you we will be able to offer abun-
dant support throughout the year 
to individuals and organizations in 
need in our community. We look for-
ward to serving you next year on the 
third and fourth Sundays of October.

Angie Dribben,
Meadows of Dan

Dear editor, 
Thank you, Patrick County Young 

Professionals, for sponsoring the re-
cent candidates’ forum at the Star 
Theater in Stuart, an event that al-
lowed voters to see most candidates 
in person and to learn a little more 
about them and their goals. I paid 
particular attention to the Virgin-
ia Senate candidates with Deborah 
“Renie” Gates running for the office 
currently held by Sen. Bill Stanley.  
Mr. Stanley seems to oppose solar en-
ergy and electric cars, implying that 
all our farms will be soon covered by 
solar panels and that “inefficient elec-
tric cars” are being forced upon us. 

Well, if you “google” how much 
land it would take to power the en-
tire United States with solar power, 
various sites say it would be about 
the size of Lake Michigan. In addi-
tion, if some farmers think they can 
make more money by leasing or sell-
ing their land to a solar project versus 
growing crops, that used to be a poli-
cy Republicans supported, something 
called “free enterprise.”  Even then, 
I’ve seen photos of animals grazing 
under solar panels because they can 
be raised to allow farm operations to 
continue

underneath, including growing cer-
tain crops.   

As for electric cars, if the energy to 
charge the batteries in these cars is 
supplied by solar, wind, or hydroelec-
tric power, what’s “inefficient” about 
that? Gradually reducing our depen-
dence on gasoline and diesel vehicles 
will still allow millions of older autos 
and trucks on the road for decades to 
come regardless. Meanwhile, every 
month this past summer seems to 
have been the “hottest ever recorded” 

on the planet. Phoenix, AZ had 30+ 
days of 110 degree heat, but global 
warming does not exist according to 
Republicans. 

In contrast, Renie Gates supports 
moving away from fossil fuels while 
supporting education or training for 
new jobs to take the place of those lost 
in the fossil fuel industry.   

Ms. Gates, having worked with a 
local rescue squad, knows the prob-
lems caused by not having a local 
hospital. Well, Mr. Stanley has had 
several terms in office to try get our 
hospital reopened, and despite his co-
hort Wren Williams’ much publicized 
predictions, Patrick County remains 
hospital-less.

Renie supports the right of wom-
en to make their own healthcare 
choices too, a topic that Mr. Stanley 
intentionally avoided because polls 
indicate most Virginia voters support 
current law - versus the likelihood 
that a GOP-controlled General As-
sembly would not stop at a “15-week 
ban” on abortions. Look for them to 
pass a “personhood” bill from the 
“point of conception” that will mean 
all sorts of problems for victims of 
rape and incest and for those women 
with ectopic pregnancies or who have 
miscarriages.

Vote Gates for Senate and Pat-
ty Quesenberry for Delegate, or go 
backwards on women’s rights and cli-
mate change as Gov. Youngkin, Sen. 
Stanley, and the GOP seek to buy 
yet another election. Remember the 
$20 million of his own money Glenn 
Youngkin spent to become governor? 
Here we go again.

John Reynolds,
Critz

Dear Patrick County Voter,
I am aware of the turmoil sur-

rounding your former Clerk of Court 
and the day-to-day operations of that 
office. I met your Interim Clerk of 
Court, Morgan Boothe, at New Offi-
cer Training in December 2022. I was 
immediately impressed with Mor-
gan’s passion for the office and desire 
to remedy the challenges that had 
faced that office prior to her being ap-
pointed Interim Clerk.

Morgan changed the way the Pat-
rick County Clerk’s Office conducted 
business and brought integrity, hon-
esty, and commitment to duty back to 
that office and to the citizens of Pat-
rick County.

She has managed to bring two years 
of delinquent criminal court orders 
current and implement policies and 
procedures within the office through 
technology and service guidelines.

Morgan has attended training to 
further her knowledge of practices for 
the office, has networked with other 
Clerk’s Offices to better serve the Ju-
diciary, Law Enforcement, Probation 
and most importantly the citizens of 
Patrick County.

During Morgan’s brief time as In-
terim Clerk, she has worked many 
long hours to put the Clerk’s Office 
on a path to success. While I do not 
personally know the other candidates 
that are seeking this office, I have 
taken the time and effort to research 
their backgrounds and qualifications. 
While each of these bring some small 
knowledge to the table, Morgan is 
the only candidate that has the expe-
rience and knowledge to ensure that 
the Clerk’s Office has no future set-
backs that could potentially be costly 
to the citizens and taxpayers of your 

county. There are many pieces to the 
Clerk of Court puzzle and Morgan is 
the only candidate that has knowl-
edge of those pieces.

With the many varied and difficult 
requirements of the office of Clerk 
of Court, experience, and knowledge 
of all areas of the Clerk’s statutory 
duties is irreplaceable. Some believe 
that the training to become a success-
ful Clerk is provided by the Virginia 
Office of Executive Secretary. This 
could not be further from the truth. 
Experience and networking with fel-
low Clerks are the only way to obtain 
the necessary skills to have a success-
ful Clerk’s Office.

Who am I to make such an en-
dorsement, you may ask? I am the 
Clerk of Powhatan County Circuit 
Court, have been an employee of the 
court system for over twenty years, 
am President of the Virginia Court 
Clerk’s Association, am the first 
Clerk of Court in Virginia to obtain 
the Master Clerk certification and 
the first Virginia Clerk to become a 
Certified Court Manager.

I gladly endorse Morgan Boothe for 
Clerk of Court. Morgan is the only 
candidate who can ensure a smooth 
and effective transfer of the office, 
she has the knowledge and experi-
ence to ensure the success of the Pat-
rick County Clerk’s Office.

Morgan has the heart of a public 
servant and a passion for the citizens 
of Patrick County. You would be for-
tunate to have her knowledge and ex-
perience as your new Clerk of Court.

Teresa Hash Dobbins,
Master Clerk/Certified Court Man-

ager,
Powhatan County Circuit Court

Voters of Patrick County,
I was appointed Interim Clerk of 

Patrick County Circuit Court in Au-
gust of 2019 by the Honorable Chief 
Judge David V. Williams. Prior to 
that, I served as the Henry County 
Circuit Clerk of Court for 16 years, 
having served a total of 40 years.

Your Circuit Court Clerk is re-
sponsible to ensure staff are prop-
erly trained and made aware of all 
800 responsibilities as set out in 
the Code of Virginia. 

I had the pleasure of working 
with Morgan Boothe. I found her 
to be competent, dedicated and an 
efficient Deputy Clerk. 

I understand the importance of 
retaining staff for many years, be-
cause as we can all relate, it takes 
time to become proficient in our 
daily tasks.

Stability in public offices requires 
attention to detail and knowledge 

of ever changed laws and practices. 
In my months as Interim Clerk, I 
learned the duties of each depu-
ty. However, in a small office, all 
deputy clerks are responsible for 
assisting the public. Morgan has a 
vast knowledge of every aspect of 
the office. She became bookkeeper 
upon the retirement of the previous 
bookkeeper during my time as In-
terim.

I hope I have successfully con-
veyed the work ethic of Morgan 
Boothe, her understanding of the 
duties of the Clerk of Court and her 
dedication to the Clerk’s Office and 
the citizens of Patrick County.

I encourage the voters to vote for 
Morgan Boothe for Patrick County 
Clerk of Circuit Court.

Vickie Helmstutler,
Retired Henry County Clerk/In-

terim Clerk of Patrick County 

Dear Editor, 
I would like to share my stance on 

the upcoming election for the Patrick 
County Clerk of Court position. Mor-
gan Boothe has been a friend of mine 
for our entire lives. I view her and 
her family as family of my own. With 
that being said, I can assure you of 
her conscientious upbringing as well 
as the wonderful role models she has 
had to look up to. She was raised to be 
dedicated and hardworking and she 
always has been. She was also raised 
to be trustworthy, humble, and ac-
countable. Morgan will always advo-
cate for herself and those close to her 
while also staying true to her morals. 
This has been directly reflected in her 
time as interim clerk as well as during 
her campaign. 

When Morgan was appointed in-
terim clerk, her aspiration to improve 
the current clerk’s office’s imperfec-
tions began. She immediately devoted 
her days and nights to her new role. 
She worked countless hours with 
additional responsibilities without 
receiving additional compensation. 
Furthermore, I think the employees 
of the clerk’s office deserve acknowl-
edgement and praise for their hard 

work and dedication rather than the 
condemnation that has often been 
directed at them. The enhancements 
that have taken place in the clerk’s 
office have been the result of the com-
bined effort of them all. 

Morgan’s campaign has been based 
solely on the improvements she has 
implemented in the clerk’s office since 
serving as interim clerk and the pos-
itive qualities and experiences she 
has to offer the community. Unfor-
tunately, this cannot be said about 
all opposing candidates. Others have 
chosen an agenda that has included 
disrespectful, misleading statements 
and deceitful actions. I know I am not 
alone in my regret and embarrass-
ment of some of the mannerisms that 
have been portrayed during this elec-
tion. There have been many citizens 
that have voiced this same concern. 
Nevertheless, I ask the community to 
acknowledge the outstanding job Mor-
gan has done and will continue to do 
should she be elected Patrick County 
Clerk of Court on November 7, 2023. 
Vote Boothe at the booth! 

Sincerely, 
Taylor Altizer,
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Social Security Matters

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

Patrick Pioneers
Blue Ridge Institute and George 

W. Owens
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
The above picture belonged to 

William Woolwine DeHart and 
was shared with Gail Harding by 
DeHart’s daughter, Miss Belle 
Boothe DeHart, who passed away 
in 1986. The picture is now housed 
at the Patrick County Historical 
Society and Museum. 

Gail Harding was able to identi-
fy several folks in the picture with 
the help of the late Mr. Fred Clif-
ton. The photo was taken on July 
25, 1931, at Vesta at a reunion for 
the pupils of the Blue Ridge Insti-
tute. 

According to Mr. Clifton, the 
group included Mrs. Canie Lew-
is (seated, with black hat); Miss 
Hattie Hylton (daughter of Bal-
lard Preston Hylton, whom Bal-
lard community is named for); 
the Owens brothers; Mrs. Fay 
Reynolds; Lizzie Cockram; Staples 
brothers; Larkin Cockram (Pat-
rick County Treasurer for years); 
Tom Hopkins; Joe Ingram; Lilly 
Hylton Cockram; Alvis Cockram; 
Fay Reynolds (superintendent of 
schools for many years, directly 
in front of the tree); S. A. Thomp-
son (front row, in three-piece suit, 

minister and lawyer); Ed Reyn-
olds; and Jeff Cockram. 

According to the History of Pat-
rick County, Virginia, Mrs. Ver-
gie Thompson Tilley wrote the 
following, “In 1887, Owensville, 
the village now known as Vesta, 
became the site of the Blue Ridge 
Institute of Higher Learning. Un-
der the direction of George W. 
Owens, teachers were attracted 
from as far away as Texas. Stu-
dents, too, often came from suffi-
cient distances that they boarded 
in the community. George Owens 
led his faculty in teaching math-
ematics, history, English, survey-
ing, music, and penmanship. The 
fine Spenserian hand taught by 
the professional penman, Mr. Wil-
lard, is said to have survived on 
the mountain. Though the school 
closed within a few years, it has 
lived in the hearts and ambitions 
of the descendants of those stu-
dents, scattered throughout the 
world.” 

I have tried to find out more in-
formation about Mr. Owens and I 
did find a George W. Owens, born 
in Kentucky in 1831, who mar-
ried Josephine McClain and was 
working as a book agent in Chris-
tiansburg in 1880. The couple had 

two children, George Lamar, who 
moved away at a young age and 
John Elzie, who married Mary 
Ann Dalton from Stuart. John 
Elzie Owens and wife, Mary Ann 
raised at least ten children in Pat-
rick County. 

George W. and Josephine Mc-
Clain Owens are buried at Creasy’s 
Chapel Methodist Church ceme-
tery and son, John Elzie and his 

wife, Mary Ann are buried at Pe-
ter’s Creek Baptist Church ceme-
tery. I have been unable to confirm 
that this George W. Owens was 
the same gentleman that started 
the Blue Ridge Institute. If anyone 
can verify this is the same George 
W. Owens, I would love to know. 

Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com or (276) 
692-9626. 

Blue Ridge Institute, Patrick County Historical Museum

By Russell Gloor, Nation-
al Social Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature 
American Citizens

Ask Rusty – My Birthday is 
on the First of the Month; When 
Should I Claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty: I will be 62 on No-
vember first and I have chosen 
to take my benefits early. I know 
that my benefit will be less than 
it would be if I waited and that 
does not concern me, but I don’t 
want to be without income for a 
long period of time. I know that if 
my birthday is on the first or sec-
ond of the month, then I can draw 
that month. Does that mean that 
when I turn 62 on November 1st 
that I can receive my first check 
on the second Wednesday of No-
vember? And should I select No-
vember as the month I’d like my 
benefits to start? I also read that 
I would be paid the month follow-
ing the month I select, hence my 
confusion. Signed: Confused Se-
nior

Dear Confused: There are a 
few different Social Security rules 
which come into play in your spe-
cific circumstance which are like-
ly creating your confusion. First, 
since you will be 62 on November 
first, you will first become eligible 
for Social Security starting with 
the month of November. Those 
born on the first or second of the 
month are eligible for benefits for 
that entire month, whereas those 
who turn 62 later in the month 
wouldn’t be eligible for benefits 
until the following month. To 
claim benefits, you must be 62 
for the entire month and, because 
your birthday is on the first, your 
first month being 62 for the entire 
month will be November, and that 
is the month you should specify as 
your benefit-start month on your 
application. 

The next thing to be aware of 
is that Social Security pays ben-
efits in the month following the 
month those benefits are earned. 
That means that your November 
benefits will be paid in December. 

The exact payment date is deter-
mined by the recipients birthday 
– born before the eleventh of the 
month, SS payments are made 
on the second Wednesday; born 
between the eleventh and twen-
tieth of the month, payments are 
received on the third Wednesday 
of the month; and for those born 
after the twentieth of the month, 
payment is received on the fourth 
Wednesday. Thus, since you were 
born on the first of the month and 
are claiming benefits to start in 
November, your first Social Secu-
rity payment will be deposited in 
your bank account on the second 
Wednesday of December, and all 
subsequent Social Security pay-
ments will be made on that same 
second-Wednesday schedule. 

You can apply for your Social 
Security benefits up to 4 months 
prior to the month you wish them 
to start, and SS recommends you 
apply at least 2 months prior to 
allow time for processing your 
application. On the application, 
they will ask which month you 

wish your benefits to begin, and 
you can indicate November to get 
your earliest possible payment in 
December. Actually, you can sim-
ply select the following option on 
the Social Security benefit appli-
cation: “I want benefits beginning 
with the earliest possible month 
and will accept an age-related re-
duction,” which will accomplish 
the same thing.  

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any oth-
er governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.

The Heart-Healthiest Population in the World
By now, many of us have heard 

that the Tsimane tribe has the 
lowest cardiovascular age ever 
detected in any sub-population. 
Could this become the newest 
health fad? How did scientists de-
termine this and more important-
ly to us, what are their secrets?

Researchers recently published 
in the Lancet, their results of 
studying this tribe and compar-
ing it to a large multi-cultural 
study (the MESA study) group. 
What they found by looking at 
biochemical markers, but also 
high tech CT calcium scoring was 
that the degree of coronary calci-
fication was 500% lower in this 

tribe at every age group!  Clini-
cal events such as heart attack or 
stroke were not reported.

So, how did the Tsimane’s do it? 
Let’s work backwards. Their 

risk factors were significantly 
lower than the MESA patients.  
Their weight, heart rate, blood 
pressure, cholesterol levels, and 
blood glucose levels were all low-
er. How did they lower their risk 
factor profile?

Obviously, their lifestyle is way 
different from the readers of this 
blog.

They are very active. 90% of 
their waking time is actively 
spent in hard work, such as hunt-

ing, foraging, and 
farming, leaving only 
10% to sedentary ac-
tivities.

Also, while they do 
eat meat, it accounts 
for less than 15% of 
their total calories.

They eat a high carb diet (about 
72%), but the carbs all come from 
unprocessed foods that are high 
in fiber.

Finally, they eat a low fat diet, 
about 14%, which is less than 
what is typically considered a low 
fat diet in the USA.

What was also interesting is 
that more than 1/2 of the tribe 
had elevated levels of CRP, a 
marker of inflammation that was 
thought to be related to infectious 
disease, the biggest killer in the 
third world (compared to cardio-
vascular disease which is the big-
gest killer in the first world).

The future of the Tsimane tribe
What will be interesting going 

forward is to see how this tribe’s 
risk factors and clinical event 
rates change as they come into 
more contact with the modern 
world. They’ve already started 
getting motors for their boats and 
using cooking oil in their diet.  

Will the 
w e a l t h -
ier tribe 
members 
b e c o m e 
s i c k e r , 

faster?
If the Japan, Hawaii, and Cal-

ifornia epidemiological study is 
correct, we can predict that, as 
their lifestyle changes, so will 
their risk profiles, CT calcium 
scores, and finally, clinical events 
such as heart attack and stroke.

What can we learn from the 
Tsimanes?

Be as active as possible.
Limit animal protein and fats.
Not all carbs are bad for you, 

but processed carbs should prob-
ably be avoided.

NCD, non-communicable dis-
eases (health problems not caused 
by infection, but by lifestyle) 
are a first world problem that is 
spreading to the entire world.

Your so-called “tribe” matters. 
Who you choose to spend time 
with will affect you and, in turn, 
you can affect others. The ques-
tion is: will you change your tribe 
or will your tribe change you?  

(Submitted by Betty Dean. 
Written by Harvey Hahn, MD. 
Used by permission from www.
lifeandhealth.org Courtesy of 
LifeSpring – Resources for Hope 
and Healing Stuart, VA)
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Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Moore breaks school record
Journey Moore, a sophomore member of the 

Patrick County High School Volleyball Team, 
broke the school record for digs in a season. She 
had 412 digs this season, besting the record she 

set last season of 395. Moore was also named 1st 
team Libero for the Three Rivers District.

Journey Moore, pictured with Coach AK Scruggs. Journey Moore picking up one of her school record 412 digs. (Photo by Pat Delaney)

Ryan Blaney claims Championship 4 spot 
with emphatic victory at Martinsville 

By Reid Spencer 
NASCAR Wire Service 
Ryan Blaney did what Denny Hamlin couldn’t 

do in Sunday’s Xfinity 500 at Martinsville Speed-
way.

As a result, Blaney will race for the NASCAR 
Cup Series championship next Sunday at Phoe-
nix Raceway, and Hamlin exits the Playoffs after 
a hard-luck Round of 8.

During a 168-lap green-flag run to the finish, 
Blaney tracked down Aric Almirola and passed 
him for the lead on Lap 478 of 500. Twenty-two 
laps later, Blaney took the checkered flag 0.899 
seconds ahead of Almirola to earn advancement 
to the Championship 4 race.

Blaney joins fellow Round of 8 winners Kyle 
Larson and Christopher Bell in race for the title, 
along with William Byron, who fought an ill-han-
dling car all day but edged Hamlin for the final 
Playoff spot by eight points after finishing 13th.

Hamlin came home third, 4.149 seconds be-
hind the race winner.

Chris Buescher, Martin Truex Jr. and Tyler 
Reddick joined Hamlin on the sidelines after fin-
ishing eighth, 12th and 26th, respectively.

The victory was Blaney’s third of the season, 
his first at Martinsville and the 10th of his ca-
reer, and it propelled him into the Championship 
4 for the first time. Blaney aced the Round of 8 
with a sixth-place finish at Las Vegas, a run-
ner-up result at Homestead and the win at Mar-
tinsville.

“Well, I mean, felt like we put together really 
strong Playoffs—especially the Round of 8… we 
had a good run in the whole Round of 8,” Blaney 
said. “Yeah, just overall really proud of the whole 
effort. RP (Team Penske owner Roger Penske) 
couldn’t be here, unfortunately, but I know he’s 
watching. This is awesome. Can’t wait to get to 
Phoenix next week.”

In front of a sold-out crowd at the .526-mile 
short track, Blaney earned the grandfather clock 
trophy he has long coveted.

“I grew up in High Point, not too far from here,” 
Blaney said. “Really cool. Wanting to win here 
for a long time. Been super close for many years. 
Awesome to close it out.”

Hamlin won the 130-lap first stage, finished 
second to Blaney in Stage 2 and was in position 
to advance to the title race until the race turned 
under caution for Michael McDowell’s spin in 
Turn 2 on Lap 323. Blaney pitted from the lead, 
with Hamlin behind.

But 10 cars stayed on the track under the yel-
low, among them Almirola and Chase Elliott, 
who led 77 consecutive laps before Almirola 
passed him for the top spot on Lap 412. On newer 
tires, Blaney was able to work his way through 
traffic and take the lead, where Hamlin could 
only advance to third.

Hamlin entered the race 17 points below the 
cutoff for the final round because of a power 

steering failure that cost him dearly at Home-
stead the week before.

“The mechanical failure last week with the 
power steering, that sealed our fate,” said the 
driver of the No. 11 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota, 
who led a race-high 156 laps to Blaney’s 145. 
“Really proud of this whole FedEx Toyota team 
for showing up today when we really needed to, 
having probably a mid 50-point day. They did 
great. They did absolutely great.

“The 12 car (Blaney) was the best car today, so 
congrats to them—all the final four that made it. 
It’s going to be great. Hate we’re not in it. Defi-
nitely, I was happy with the performance we had 
today. Really all-around.

“Just in the Round of 8, you can’t have one bad 
week. Unfortunately, mechanical failure takes 
us from running really well to in the 30s. That’s 
it.”

Truex, the regular-season champion, led the 
first 47 laps from the pole, but a pit road speed-
ing penalty on Lap 219 mired him in traffic, a 
circumstance he couldn’t overcome.

“I felt like we did really good to get back to 
where we did,” Truex said. “You just burn the 
tires off so much worse back there in the hot, 
dirty track, dirty air. You’re in more rubber. It’s 
just a dogfight.

“I don’t know. We gave it a hell of an effort. I 
felt like we had a really strong car. I don’t think 
we could have beat the 12 (Blaney). He was real-

ly, really strong. We were definitely close.”
When Hamlin or Truex led the race, Byron was 

out of the Championship 4 as they ran. But the 
driver of the No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports Chev-
rolet held onto the final berth with a determined 
effort over the final green-flag run. Byron was 
13th at the finish, the first driver one lap down.

“Obviously we were not very good,” Byron said. 
“Our worst race of the year. These guys deserve it 
so much. They work so hard. Honestly, probably 
with 50 to go I felt really, really bad. I just had to 
drive the hell out of it. The guys stuck with me, 
they kept motivating me through little bits and 
pieces, just kind of keeping my mind straight.  

“I’m just really thankful for them. It was just, 
yeah, a slugfest. Everyone raced me good there 
at the end. Congrats to Ryan. I was really happy 
for him… but, man, we just had to hang on. Just 
had to dig a little bit deeper.

“I knew when I got out of the car I was just 
beat. But the result means more than anything. 
These guys work so hard. We’ve worked so hard 
all season. I’m just really proud of them.”

Chase Briscoe and Joey Logano finished fourth 
and fifth. Larson, Bell, Buescher, Austin Cindric 
and Todd Gilliland completed the top 10. 

Christopher Bell, driver of the #20 Interstate Batteries Toyota, Ricky Stenhouse Jr., driver of the #47 Kroger/Reese’s 
Chevrolet, Joey Logano, driver of the #22 Shell Pennzoil Ford, Kevin Harvick, driver of the #4 Hunt Brothers Pizza Ford, 
and JJ Yeley, driver of the #15 IFCJ.org Ford, race during the NASCAR Cup Series Xfinity 500 at Martinsville Speedway on 
October 29, 2023 in Martinsville, Virginia. (Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images)
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Belcher
(cont. from page 1)

Wade
(cont. from page 1)

Boyd
(cont. from page 1)

“I think that the 25 years that I 
have served in the legal field, I would 
be able to impart what I know with 
the clerks that are there in the office 
and help to give them a good, firm 
foundation for the system and to 
teach them the ‘why’ of what they’re 
doing,” she said.

Belcher said she believes the office 
is currently lacking in knowledge 
and leadership. 

“Along with that is being accurate 
and being timely with the responsi-
bilities that they’ve been entrusted is 
one of the things that is lacking right 
now,” she said, adding the software 
updates that have recently been 
implemented is one of the things at 
which the office has excelled.

“Of course, I would like to evaluate 
that, and see if those things are truly 
necessary for the citizens of Patrick 
County,” she said.

For instance, in the case of a jury 
management system, “I know that 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, the 
citizens are not liking the jury man-
agement system. So, I would like to 

be able to evaluate those systems 
that are there and be able to see if 
they are in fact necessary and worth 
the cost of what they were,” Belcher 
said.

Because the clerk has over 800 
duties and responsibilities, many of 
which are legally sophisticated and 
highly complex, Belcher said she has 
the qualifications needed and urged 
residents to vote for her.

“I have worked with and been 
trained by some of the attorneys here 
in Patrick County in those 25 years,” 
she said. “I know that if I were elect-
ed, I could bring that knowledge and 
that experience with me and help 
the clerks that are there to under-
stand the reason behind what they 
are doing. So that when things are 
going out the door and coming in, 
they understand how it affects the 
legal system as a whole.”

Belcher said one of the major re-
sponsibilities of the clerk is public 
safety, and “the clerk is to be a con-
sultant to prosecutors and law en-
forcement,” and with her 23 years of 

working in the Commonwealth’s At-
torney Office, Belcher believes she’s 
the perfect candidate.

“I have the current prosecutors 
and current deputies frequently ask-
ing me for my thoughts, opinions, 
and advice today because they know 
what I have been through and what 
I’ve seen over the years. They draw 
upon that knowledge and experience 
and leadership that I have,” she said.

“I’m not trying to talk anybody 
down,” Belcher said, but having seen 
the way now retired clerks Susan 
Gasperini and Sherri Hazlewood ran 
the office, she sees room for improve-
ment. 

The system of accounting and the 
administrative tasks she currently 
performs in her post with the Com-
monwealth Attorney’s office would 
be the same at the clerk’s office, 
“so I’m not the rookie as we’ve been 
called,” she said of herself and Wade. 

Belcher has contacted clerks in 
other jurisdictions, and all have 
said they are willing to help her, 
“so I know I have resources, people 

willing to help me” learn portions of 
the job that she may be less familiar 
with. 

Belcher started her legal career 
working for the late Martin F. Clark 
before she joined Corbett and Brinks 
in their firm. She has been with the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Office 
since July 2000.

A graduate of Patrick County High 
School (PCHS), Belcher received her 
associate in computer information 
systems from Ricks College in Idaho. 
She also received ongoing training 
while at the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s Office.

A Woolwine native, Belcher has 
been married to her husband, David, 
for 17 years. He has two children, 
and the couple have six grandchil-
dren. 

In her spare time, Belcher volun-
teers with the Smith River Rescue 
Squad, is active in her church and 
other community organizations, 
likes to watch her niece and nephews 
in their activities and participates in 
car shows.

To help address the office being 
short-staffed, Boothe said the Vir-
ginia Court Clerks Association leg-
islative team hopefully will address 
the issues with state legislators in 
the upcoming year.

“Maybe we’ll see some progress 
with that workload assessment be-
ing conformed to today’s time in-
stead of 20 years ago,” she said.

Other than hiring a new full-time 
employee after the election, Boothe 
said she believes the office excels at 
working together as a team.

“We’re all taking online courses 
and in-person classes offered by the 
Office of the Executive Secretary 
(OES) from the Supreme Court,” she 
said. “So, we’re all kind of cross-train-
ing other deputy clerks’ duties and 
kind of seeing what everybody else is 
doing throughout their day so we can 
all pitch in to help where needed.”

But, due to the staffing issue, “we 
lack enough hours in the day for the 
workload that we have.”

To help address this, Boothe said 
many office staff stay after work 
hours to finish. “It’s kind of like a vol-

unteer concept. If somebody’s in the 
middle of a project they’re working 
on, sometimes they will stay until 
5:15 p.m. or 5:30 p.m. to finish it up.”

Boothe said she also works on 
weekends and holidays to help out 
with deputy clerks’ duties that may 
be left undone due to helping the 
public. 

Appointed as the interim clerk 
of court in November 2022, Boothe 
said “Since I’ve had the authority to 
do so, I’ve implemented a lot of new 
technology and systems that greatly 
help out our employees and the pub-
lic,” and she thinks her track record 
would provide insight as to how she 
would be as a clerk. 

Since her appointment, she has 
implemented online payments, the 
judicial imaging system for guest 
judges when they sit on the bench, 
the case imaging system, and auto-
mated deed numbering.

She also implemented the new 
jury management system, updated 
the speaker system in the court-
room, reconstructed the court pro-
cesses to speed up case updating, 

and destroyed old election materials 
past the required threshold with the 
help of EMI Security in Stuart. 

“I want to keep implementing new 
technology and systems. We just 
recently finished a huge deed book 
scanning project a couple of weeks 
ago that entailed scanning deeds 
from 1973-1995. So, now our office 
is indexed from 1968 to present, and 
imaged from 1973 to present,” she 
said of the project that was complet-
ed with only clerk’s office funds.

Preserving the county’s history is 
important, and she would continue 
pursuing ways to preserve them if 
elected.

“We need to get those records digi-
tized just in case a tragedy happens,” 
she said. “We’ve got automated judg-
ments, and that turned a five-minute 
process into a two-second process. 
We’ve completed over 300 backlog 
sentencing orders, and caught up 
probate filings six months behind.”

The office is also cross-training dif-
ferent positions, and all of the staff 
are enrolled in the Virginia Court 
Clerk’s Association.

Staff also have access to court 
recordings, Boothe said and estab-
lished “working relationships with 
other courts and clerk’s offices for 
networking, and I’ve put the land 
transfers back in The Enterprise.”

“I’ve been doing the clerk of court 
duties for almost a year. I am the 
only candidate that has actual in-of-
fice clerk’s experience,” she said. 
“Legal knowledge is not the same 
as clerk’s knowledge. We’re actually 
prohibited from giving legal advice 
in the clerk’s office.”

A Patrick Springs native, Boothe’s 
entire family lives in the county. 
She graduated from Patrick Coun-
ty High School (PCHS) in 2013 and 
received her associate degree from 
Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) through the dual en-
rollment program. She also attended 
East Tennessee State University.

She has worked in the clerk’s office 
since 2017.

In her free time, she enjoys being 
outside and sitting on the porch with 
her family and friends.

County Sheriff Dan Smith to look into 
the assertions.

Wade said because the request was 
made by office employees, deputy sher-
iffs assigned to provide court security 
were not involved and had no knowl-
edge about the incident when asked. 

As for the issues that propelled her to 
run, Wade said they “can be addressed 
with an appropriate leader and viable 
training that all clerks and deputy 
clerks participate in.”

Another issue she has heard about 
is the potential turnover in the office if 
Wade or Belcher are elected.

“I can say with all confidence that if 
that is the case, then I welcome all dep-
uty clerks to apply and also open the 
doors for any new applications so that 
there can be a cohesive office that will 
be able to uphold the standards of our 

clerk’s office,” she said.
“There’s a budget for staffing, and 

if there is any additional funding that 
can be found with grant funding for 
employees, then I would be very in-
terested in seeking those options,” she 
said.

Wade said a Secure Remote Access 
Portal, currently only available to at-
torneys and title searchers at a cost of 
$50 per month, could be expanded to 
genealogists and the participating pub-
lic, with any additional funding used to 
help cover expenses.

Additionally, Wade said the staff 
lacks diverse and cross-training.

“I believe that one of the reasons is 
because our former clerk (Sherri Ha-
zlewood) kept the deputy clerks in 
the office, doing their own jobs only,” 
Wade said. “As far as cross-training, it 

was very minimal other 
than recording of deeds. 
There are specific crimi-
nal clerks and there are 
probate clerks.”

Given those circum-
stances, if the office was 
closed such as during 

the Covid pandemic, Wade said work 
would get backed up, “and that’s what 
was happening for the past few years, 
and can still happen here at the clerk’s 
office because of the lack of cross-train-
ing.” 

Wade works with the clerk’s office on 
all types of matters that would be filed 
in the clerk’s office, including work on 
civil cases, divorces, adoptions, real es-
tate matters, deeds, deed searches, pro-
bate filing (with attorney Chris Corbett 
as a Commissioner of Accounts), and 
she has worked in the criminal field.

“I have seen the actual intricacies of 
all these things and how they’re sup-
posed to work, and when they’re sup-
posed to be filed and when they’re sup-
posed to be delivered to various offices 
like the sheriff’s office. So, I know the 
timelines and I know the background 
of what this information is,” she said. “I 
have seen the clerk’s office work at its 
highest peak when Ms. Gasperini was 
there, and I see where it is currently.

“I want the public to vote for me be-
cause I want them to have the confi-
dence that they currently have in me 
as a paralegal at Chris’s office and 

Wren’s (Williams) office. I just pos-
sess the qualities that a clerk of court 
should have,” Wade said.

A Patrick County native, Wade 
is married to her husband, Robbie 
Wade. The couple have a six-month-old 
daughter, Evelyn.

Wade received an advanced degree 
from Patrick County High School 
(PCHS). She also received a B.S. in bi-
ology from Longwood University and 
has received training in fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS).

Wade worked at Hall’s Plants while 
in high school and again briefly after 
coming home from university. She 
started working at Corbett’s law office 
in 2011 and then Schneider & Wil-
liams, P.C. in 2018.

Wade also serves on the Stuart Town 
Council. As a council member, if elect-
ed Wade said she would step down due 
to a potential conflict of interest.

In her spare time, Wade enjoys 
camping, going to music festivals, be-
ing a mom, and running rescue calls 
with the Stuart Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.
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PS club awards three scholarships
The Patrick Springs Ruritan 

Club presented scholarships to 
three 2023 Patrick County High 
School graduates from the local 
community.  The club presented 

scholarships to Jalen Hagwood, 
George Peyton Stovall, and Tyler 
Stowe-Holt. 

Kevin Reynolds, secretary of 
the club and chairman of the 

scholarship committee, present-
ed the awards.  The club provid-
ed a hamburger/hot dog meal for 
the parents and sons at a month-
ly meeting. Recipients spoke to 

the club, discussing their future 
plans in college and career goals. 

The club is proud of these young 
men and their future aspirations.

Jalen Hagwood is presented with a scholarship by Kevin 
Reynolds.

George Peyton Stovall receives a scholarship from 
presenter, Kevin Reynolds.

Kevin Reynolds presented a scholarship to Tyler Stowe-Holt.

Reynolds receives 
prestigious award

The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club presented the 
Tom Downing Fellows Award to a member of the 
club during the October monthly meeting. 

Kenneth Reynolds, a member since 2007, re-
ceived the award for years of service to the Patrick 
Springs community and Patrick County.  

The prestigious Tom Downing Award is the high-
est award given to a Ruritan. Fewer than 4% of all 
Ruritans are Tom Downing Fellows making this a 
distinctive honor among members. This honor from 
Ruritan National Foundation, sponsored by the 
club, is earned by one who demonstrates unself-
ish personal effort to the club and the community. 
Reynolds received the award with family, friends, 
and Ruritan members present at the meeting. Par-
ticipating in the presentation was Pamela Smith, 
Zone 1 Governor of the Dan River District.

Kenneth Reynolds is presented the Tom Downing Fellows 
Award by Pamela Smith.

Self-Defense Class for EMS, Healthcare, 
and Education Personnel slated for Dec. 9  

Surry Community College is offering a self-de-
fense class especially designed for emergency med-
ical services, rescue, fire, education, and hospital 
personnel, on Saturday, Dec. 9, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at SCC’s Center for Public Safety in Mount Airy. 

The class is geared to teach people who work with 
the public in stressful situations to improve their 
ability to defend themselves against a sudden as-
sault during the course of their duties.  The instruc-
tor for the course is Robert Hamilton, a former Guil-
ford County deputy sheriff and current trainer for 
Hamilton Protective Training Solutions.   

“Over 65 percent of EMS and fire personnel have 
stated they have been assaulted in the line of duty.  
Forty-seven percent of emergency room personnel 
have been assaulted, and of those attacks, 51 per-
cent harmed patients. Almost one in three, or 33 
percent, of teachers have indicated they have faced 
violent encounters. Not only do these first respond-
ers, healthcare workers, and teachers need to pro-
tect themselves, they also need to protect those for 
whom they’re responsible,” said Dr. Douglas Un-
derwood, SCC Director Yadkin Campus and Direc-
tor of Emergency Medical Programs. 

This course integrates principles and tactics from 
the SPEAR (Spontaneous Protection Enabling Ac-
celerated Response) System, which has been used 
by law enforcement and military personnel to pro-
tect themselves against sudden assaults. SPEAR 
Defense utilizes the speed and reliability of the 
startle-flinch mechanism to convert the human 
body’s natural response to a sudden attack into a 
tactical response. 

The class will meet at the Center for Public Safe-
ty, 1220 State St., Mt. Airy.  The fee for the course 
is $70.  Visit bit.ly/SCCself-defense to register for 
the course.   

If you’d like to learn more about this opportunity, 
contact Dr. Douglas Underwood, Director of Yadkin 
Center/Director of Emergency Medical Programs at 
(336) 386-3584 or underwoodd@surry.edu. 

Surry Community College is offering a self-defense class especially designed for emergency medical services, rescue, 
fire, education, and hospital personnel at SCC’s Center for Public Safety in Mount Airy on Saturday, Dec. 9, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Course fee is $70.  To register, call (336) 386-3584 or visit bit.ly/SCCself-defense.

Researchers analyze COVID-
19’s impact on motorist behavior 

after rise in traffic fatalities 
The COVID-19 pandemic had a devastating im-

pact on roadway safety nationwide.
Data scientists presented theoretical reasons 

for this at September’s DRIVE SMART Virginia 
Distracted Driving Summit, held in Blacksburg 
and partially sponsored by Virginia Farm Bureau.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration reported the largest six-month increase 
ever recorded, when over 20,000 people died in 
motor vehicle crashes in the first half of 2021, up 
a staggering 18.4% over 2020.

Though lockdowns reduced traffic density, so-
cial capital deteriorated, and a dominant demo-
graphic of bored motorists used open roads for 
riskier driving.

Bryan E. Porter, associate dean and professor of 
psychology at the Old Dominion University Grad-
uate School, shared a big-picture overview on how 
COVID-19 impacted U.S. motorists.

He said economic recessions historically have re-
sulted in lower traffic fatalities, until COVID-19.

“When the U.S. loses money, they actually save 
lives on the road,” he said. “It’s a correlation we’ve 
seen time and time again. Now look at 2020 when 
COVID occurred. This is the first time during a 
recession where roadway deaths did not drop but 
increased.”

In Virginia, 973 people died in traffic-related ac-
cidents in 2021, a 14.5% increase over 2020.

Though U.S. fatality rates stabilized in 2022, 
Porter said, “We’re nowhere near recovery, but 
may be hitting the threshold.”

In global comparisons, he noted that Sweden’s 
roads were safer through the pandemic.

“They were a natural experiment,” Porter said. 
“But what did they do differently? They did not 
shut down and remained fully open. We can talk 
about their COVID rates—that’s fair—but they 
had improvements in traffic deaths.”

Data scientist Nicholas Ward discussed psycho-
logical theories and influences that may explain 
COVID-19’s behavioral impacts, like seatbelt neg-
ligence and speeding.

AAA data shows the traditional driving popula-
tion changed during the pandemic, as “older, safer 
people” stayed home, and younger, typically male 
drivers took to roads for essential work.

Changes in social capital—how strongly we feel 
connected to each other and the community—also 
contributed to fatalities.

“Data shows communities with stronger social 
capital have a better traffic safety record because 
you feel connected to people sharing the road 
with you,” he said. “There is evidence to show 
that during COVID, attachment to social groups 
changed to focusing on immediate family.”

Lockdown boredom was another psychological 
factor, Ward said.

“People try to regain excitement in their life 
when they are bored,” he explained, adding that 
those directly impacted by the illness exhibited 
intensified boredom. “To offset that, they saw 
more benefits to taking risks, and did it when they 
could on the road!”
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SECU Foundation Provides Bridge to 
Career Scholarships to SCC Students  
Surry Community College workforce train-

ing students were recently awarded the SECU 
Bridge to Career Scholarship established by the 
member-funded SECU Foundation to assist stu-
dents across North Carolina in obtaining their 
educational goals.  

SECU representatives announced the schol-
arships during the September SCC Board of 
Trustees meeting. The member-funded SECU 
Foundation has provided funding for up to 30 
local students to receive a $500 check to be used 
for study at Surry Community College.  

EMS students receiving scholarships were 
Brandon Anderson of Ronda, Isaac Hampton of 
Yadkinville, Hilary Irwin of Elkin, Darrin Wolfe 
of Lewisville, David Woodall of Hamptonville, 
Robert Blizard of Mount Airy, Alexus Timmons 
of Mount Airy and Justin Wilmoth of Mount 
Airy.  

Nurse Aide students receiving scholarships 
were Tina Lineberry of Mount Airy, Carly Phil-
lips of Yadkinville and April Royall of Jonesville. 

The scholarship awards were presented by 
Jennifer Pardue, SECU Advisory Board Mem-
ber, Dobson, and SCC Director of College & 
Career Readiness; Brea Hull, SECU District 
Senior Vice-President, Mount Airy; Julie Ed-
wards, SECU Vice-President, Dobson; and Eliz-
abeth White, SCC Director of Financial Aid. 

SECU Foundation introduced the SECU 
Bridge to Career Program in 2018 to help stu-
dents seeking to obtain careers with sustainable 
wages in their local communities through North 
Carolina’s workforce development program.  Ad-
ministered by each college, the initiative focuses 
on assisting individuals with finding vocational 
and job placement opportunities through eligi-
ble training programs that lead to state-regu-
lated or industry-recognized credentials.  Schol-
arship funding will be applied to educational 
expenses. 

“This scholarship program has become an in-
tegral part of our support for individuals seek-
ing a job in a high-demand industry trade or 
enhancing their education with new skills to 

advance their career,” said Jama Campbell, 
SECU Foundation executive director. “This is 
a wonderful collaborative effort with state ed-
ucators to create a better future for scholarship 
recipients, their families, and our communi-
ties. On behalf of SECU Foundation and SECU 
members, we offer our congratulations to these 
recipients.” 

With the combined commitments for the 
SECU Bridge to Career and “People Helping 
People” Community College Scholarship pro-

grams, SECU Foundation funding for the NC 
Community College System totals over $1.6 mil-
lion annually.  

Surry Community College’s Financial Aid 
Office assists many students with finding the 
funds necessary to pursue an education by help-
ing them discover valuable scholarships like the 
SECU Bridge to Career Scholarship. Contact 
SCC’s Financial Aid Office at (336) 386-3264 
or financialaid@surry.edu or go to surry.edu for 
more information.  

The member-funded SECU Foundation has provided funding for up to 30 local students to receive a $500 check to be 
used for study at Surry Community College as a part of the Bridge to Career Scholarship program. Pictured left to right: 
Julie Edwards, SECU Vice-President, Dobson; Nurse Aide student and scholarship recipient Tina Lineberry, EMS student 
and scholarship recipient Isaac Hampton, Jennifer Pardue, SECU Advisory Board Member, Dobson, and SCC Director of 
College & Career Readiness; and Brea Hull, SECU District Senior Vice-President, Mount Airy.

Golf Tournament Raised $102,600 for Scholarships 
The Surry Community College Foundation 

raised around $102,600 during the 27th Annu-
al Woltz-Harold Golf Tournament for student 
scholarships, exceeding last year’s total.  

About 230 golfers organized into 58 teams 
played in the tournament on Sept. 14, at Cross 
Creek Country Club in Mount Airy, which fea-
tured a morning and an afternoon tee off. 

Each year, the SCC Foundation awards ap-
proximately $225,000 to $260,000 in scholar-
ships to students including endowed and pass-
through scholarships. Money is also set aside to 
help students through the Student Emergency 
Fund. The SCC Foundation has held a golf tour-
nament for 27 years to raise money for student 
scholarships, netting more than $1.4 million.  

The tournament honors past SCC Foundation 
Board of Directors Pat Woltz and Bobby Har-
old, who personally endowed scholarships for 
students and volunteered annually for the golf 
tournament.  

“The Surry Community College Foundation 
Woltz-Harold Scholarship Tournament has 
been blessed beyond measure with sponsors 
generously contributing year after year,” said 
SCC Foundation Director Sheila Franklin.  “I 
hope our loyal supporters know how much their 
kindness has changed the lives of countless stu-
dents.”  

Tournament winners will have scholarships 
awarded in the name of their team for the 2023-
2024 academic year. 

Winners of the morning round were as follows: 
Cross Creek flight – Thermo King Central Caro-
linas, first place, and H&W Trailer Sales, second 
place; Pebble Beach flight – Central Continuing 
Care, first place, and Earlie Coe Team, second 
place; St. Andrews flight – Alliance Insurance, 
first place, and Surry Early College High School, 
second place. 

Winners of the afternoon round were as fol-
lows: Cross Creek flight – TLG Peterbilt of 
Greensboro, first place, and Surry-Yadkin Elec-
tric, second place; Pebble Beach flight – Sur-
ry Animal Hospital, first place and Gene Rees 
Team, second place; St. Andrews flight – Pardue 
Team, first place, and Professional Air Systems, 
second place. 

SCC Foundation Golf Committee members in-
clude Gary Harold, Susan Harold Thomas, Jerry 
and Marion Venable, Peggy Rees, Ann Vaughn, 
Jim York, and Alice Connolly, along with college 
employees Sheila Franklin, SCC Foundation Di-
rector and Dr. David Shockley, SCC President.  
Volunteers included SCC employees, college 
retirees, SCC Board of Trustee members, and 
State Employees Credit Union staff.  

The Surry Community College Foundation 
was established in 1966 to provide financial 
support to students and the college at-large, 
promoting educational opportunity for students. 
As a part of its mission, the SCC Foundation 
administers student scholarships sponsored by 
individuals, civic organizations and business/
industry partners. SCC serves 3,200 curriculum 
students and 12,000 Workforce, Technologies 
and Community Education students annually. 

SCC enables students to follow their education-
al dreams through transfer to four-year colleges 
and universities, as well as technical programs 

leading directly to the workforce. 
To learn more, contact Sheila Franklin at 

(336) 386-3205 or franklins@surry.edu.  

The SCC Foundation has held a golf tournament for 27 years to raise money for student scholarship, netting more than 
$1.4 million, all of which goes to help students in need.  The tournament honors past SCC Foundation Board of Directors, 
Pat Woltz and Bobby Harold.  WXII TV personality and meteorologist Lanie Pope (right) participated in the afternoon 
round.  

Golfers and volunteers enjoyed a lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs, and ice cream at the 27th annual Woltz-Harold Golf 
Tournament which raises scholarship money for students in need enabling their educational dreams.  
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

OBITUARIES 

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

dhall@theenterprise.net

Bonnie Lee DeHart
Mrs. Bonnie Lee De-

Hart, age 78 of Stuart, 
passed from this life on 
Thursday, October 26, 
2023, at Atrium Health 
Baptist Hospital with 
her loving family in 
attendance. She was 
born on March 7, 1945, 
in Washington, D.C. to 
the late Lloyd and Ann 
Shoemaker Henderson. 
In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her loving 
husband, Elijah Aaron 
“Junior” DeHart who 
passed in 1989; her only 
son, Terry Lee Carter, 
who passed suddenly 
in 2014; a half-brother, 
John D. Pope, Jr.; and a 
sister, Jacklyn Ann Gol-
laday.

She and her family 
were among the first 
members of the newly 
formed Victory Baptist 
Church at Nokesville, 
VA before moving to 
Patrick County. She 
attended school at Os-
bourn High School, 
Manassas, and Nokes-
ville High School, Class 
of ’63.

She retired from Pat-
rick County Social Ser-
vices in 2008 with over 
28 ½ years of service. 
She began her career 
as the first worker to 
administer the heating 
assistance program in 
1979. She then moved 
to the clerical unit and 
from there to the food 
stamp eligibility unit. 
She rose to supervisor 
over the entire eligibili-
ty unit until her retire-
ment due to declining 
health. She thoroughly 

enjoyed working with 
her clients over the 
years as well as her 
co-workers who became 
like family.

Her passion was 
breeding and showing 
her beloved Boston Ter-
riers all across Virginia 
and neighboring states. 
They were sold to cus-
tomers all across Vir-
ginia, North and South 
Carolina, Maryland, 
and Florida. She was 
a member of the N.C. 
Boston Terrier Club 
and V. President in the 
early 90’s. The highlight 
of her career was having 
her Champion “Russell” 
selected for competi-
tion at the Westminster 
Kennel Club at Madi-
son Square Garden in 
New York City.

She loved cooking for 
her family gatherings, 
feeding the humming-
birds and raising the 
most beautiful potted 
flowers every Spring. 
She loved listening 
to “ole time rock and 
roll” music. She could 
sing along with most 
of the songs knowing 
the words to them. She 

lamented that today’s 
music didn’t “say any-
thing”.

She is survived by 
two daughters and a 
son-in-law, Sherrie 
Pearson Kendrick of 
Bellevue, WA, Brooke 
Renee and Brandon 
Spencer of Stuart; one 
grandson, Bradley 
Kendrick of Bellevue, 
WA; two granddaugh-
ters, Elizabeth Gilbert 
and husband, Jack of 
Bellevue, WA, Nicole 
Carter Medina and hus-
band, Miguel of Stuart; 
four great grandsons, 
Mason Reilly Carter, 
Ryker Ethan Medina, 
twins: Alex Jameson 
and Ben Carter Gilbert; 
one brother and sister-
in-law, Bill and Karla 
Henderson of Stephen-
son, VA; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and dear in-laws 
also survive. Also sur-
viving is her precious 
constant companion, 
Tinker.

Funeral services will 
be held Monday, Oc-
tober 30, 2023, at 2;00 
PM at Moody Funeral 
Home in Stuart with 
Pastor Shaun Draughn 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Patrick Memo-
rial Gardens. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral 
home. Flowers will be 
accepted or donations 
may be made in her 
memory to the Patrick 
County Animal Shelter. 
Online condolences may 
be made to www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com. 

Donald Gene Elgin
Mr. Donald Gene El-

gin, Sr., age 74, of Stu-
art, Virginia passed 
away on Friday, Oc-
tober 27, 2023, at SO-
VAH Hospital of Mar-
tinsville. He was born 
in Patrick County on 
February 3, 1949, to 
the late Lynn Elgin 
and Era Conner Elgin. 
In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by two broth-
ers, Elmer Lee Elgin, 
and Walter Elgin. 
Donald loved fishing, 
NASCAR, and base-
ball. He participated 
in athletics, such as 
basketball and track & 
field, during his high 
school years. Donald 
was a truck driver for 
37 years. He was a 
talented musician and 
could play both the 
piano and the guitar. 
His favorite thing was 
to be grandpa to both 
of his grandchildren. 
Donald was a lov-
ing husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, 
uncle, and friend. He 
will be dearly missed 
by all who knew and 
loved him.

Left to cherish the 

fond memories of Mr. 
Donald Elgin are his 
loving wife of 54 years, 
Joyce Clark Elgin of 
the home; two children, 
Stacie Elgin-Wiltshire 
of Mount Laurel, New 
Jersey, Donald Gene 
Elgin, Jr. of Stuart, 
Virginia; two grand-
children, Amber Lee 
Elgin of Mount Airy, 
North Carolina, Ethan 
Isaiah Wiltshire of 
Medford Lakes, New 
Jersey; one sister and 
brother-in-law, Verna 
Hill (John) of Ston-
eville, North Caroli-
na; two sisters-in-law, 
Christine Elgin of 
Stuart, Virginia, Elva 
Elgin of Collinsville, 
Virginia; many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, 
great nephews, and 

many dear friends.
A funeral service for 

Mr. Donald Elgin will 
be held on Saturday, 
November 4, 2023, 
at 2:00 p.m. at New 
Hope Church of the 
Brethren (2007 New 
Hope Road, Stuart, 
VA 24171) with Pas-
tor Rick Randall offi-
ciating. The burial will 
immediately follow the 
funeral service in the 
Ross Harbour Method-
ist Church Cemetery. 
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior 
to the funeral service 
at the church on Sat-
urday afternoon. In 
lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations in mem-
ory of Mr. Donald El-
gin may be made to the 
Woolwine Volunteer 
Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 138, Woolwine, 
VA  24185, or to the 
Smith River Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 122, 
Woolwine, VA  24185. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is serving 
the Elgin family, and 
online condolences 
may be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Esther Bryant Jones
Mrs. Esther Bry-

ant Jones, age 95, of 
Stuart, Virginia went 
home to be with her 
Lord and Savior on 
Sunday, October 22, 
2023, at the Fork 
Mountain Adult Home 
in Rocky Mount. She 
was born in Patrick 
County on December 
23, 1927, to the late 
William Arthur Bry-
ant and Ada Brammer 
Bryant. In addition to 
her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Hubert 
Isaac Jones; brother, 
Chester Columbus 
Bryant; and two sis-
ters, Elzena Bryant 
Weinmeister and Zil-
phia Bryant Bowling. 

Mrs. Jones is sur-
vived by four chil-
dren, Wanda Cabler 
(John) of Greensboro, 
North Carolina, Car-
olyn Turner (Johnny) 
of Bassett, Rita Shive-
ly (Bobby) of Mar-
tinsville, and Harold 
Jones (Judy) of Stuart; 
five grandchildren, 
Jennifer Daw (Dar-
rin), Beverly Turner 

(Ramzi Maalouf), Ju-
lie Turner (Ross Pat-
terson), Robert Shive-
ly (Erin) and Jeremy 
Jones (Caroline); six 
great-grandchildren, 
Analeigh Jones, Mae-
lynn Jones, Cam-
den Shively, Declan 
Shively, Tenley Shive-
ly, and Maddox Shive-
ly; several nieces and 
nephews; and many 
dear friends. 

A graveside service 
for Mrs. Esther Jones 
will be held on Thurs-
day, October 26, 2023, 
at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Elamsville Church 
of God of Prophecy 
Cemetery with Pastor 
Greg Martin officiat-

ing. Mrs. Jones will 
lie in state at Moody 
Funeral Home in Stu-
art on Thursday, Oc-
tober 26, 2023, from 
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. Flowers will be 
accepted, or memo-
rial donations may 
be made to Amedisys 
Hospice #1734, 5221 
Valley Park Drive, 
Suite 2, Roanoke, Vir-
ginia 24019, or to the 
Elamsville Church 
of God of Prophecy 
Cemetery Fund, c/o 
Harold Jones, 3300 
Elamsville Road, Stu-
art, Virginia 24171. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is serving 
the Jones family, and 
online condolences 
may be sent by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservice.com. 

The family of Mrs. 
Jones would like to 
express their special 
thanks and gratitude 
to Sarah Campbell 
and the staff at the 
Fork Mountain Adult 
Home for the great 
level of care given to 
Esther during her 
stay.  

Clyde Leon Vaughn
Clyde Leon Vaughn 

passed away in Lex-
ington, KY on Octo-
ber 22, 2023. Leon 
was born in Patrick 
County, Virginia on 
September 18, 1945, 
to Moir Wesley and 
Sallie Ann Dollarhite 
Vaughn. In addition 
to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by 
sisters Vera Burnette, 
Ellen Handy, and 
Stella Gusler; broth-
ers Willie, Cecil, Ray, 
Herman, and Cotton. 
He is survived by his 
wife of 54 years, Bren-
da Cox Vaughn; their 
two sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Jonathan 
and Leslie Vaughn of 
Lexington, KY, Ryan 
and Charisse Vaughn 
of Dallas, TX; grand-
children; Henry, Jack, 
Stella and Wesley 
Vaughn, and his sis-
ter, Jane Lawson of 
Midlothian, VA.  

At the age of 18, he 
served in the US Army 
where he completed a 
tour of duty in Viet-
nam as a member of 
an infantry mortar 
squad. Upon his dis-
charge from the Army, 
Leon returned home to 
Stuart, where he met 

and married Brenda 
in July of 1969. Leon 
obtained his college 
degree upon graduat-
ing from the McIntire 
School of Commerce 
at the University of 
Virginia. He devoted 
much of his profession-
al career as a co-owner 
of an automotive parts 
and supply company 
and later as an ac-
countant for the U.S. 
Forest Service.   

Leon lived admira-
bly, often taking the 
road less traveled as 
a result of his strong 
moral convictions. He 
served his communi-
ty as a member of the 
Stuart Rotary Club, a 
volunteer youth sports 
coach and by provid-
ing “acts of service” 
to many others. He 

enjoyed golf, garden-
ing, trips to Topsail 
Island, NC, seeing the 
United States with 
Brenda and his clos-
est friends, and the 
University of Virginia 
athletics. He was af-
fectionally known by 
many as “The Hoo” 
due to his affinity for 
his alma mater. Leon 
fiercely loved his fam-
ily and enjoyed any 
time he had with his 
grandchildren. Per-
haps most important-
ly, Leon leaves behind 
a legacy of faith in 
Christ for his family 
and others to follow. 

Family and friends 
are invited to a me-
morial service to be 
held at Grace Baptist 
Church in Stuart, VA 
on Saturday, Novem-
ber 4, 2023, at 1 PM, 
with reception to fol-
low. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contribu-
tions are suggested for 
Grace Baptist Church, 
c/o Mark Elkins at PO 
Box 1108, Stuart, VA 
24171 or the Arthritis 
Foundation. Online 
condolences may be 
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 12

1. Is the book of Abaddon (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. From Matthew 12, when an 
evil spirit returns to a person, 
how many companions does it 
bring? 2, 3, 7, 16

3. In which book’s 22:18 does 
it state, “Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live”? Exodus, Numbers, 
Isaiah, Hebrews

4. The mark of the beast num-
ber (666) is found in which chap-

ter of Revelation? 1, 7, 11, 13
5. From 1 Samuel 16, which 

king of Israel was tormented by 
an evil spirit? Solomon, David, 
Elah, Saul

6. Who called the city of Nineveh 
the mistress of witchcraft? Ahab, 
Nahum, Lucifer, Peter

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 7, 3) 
Exodus, 4) 13:18, 5) Saul, 6) Na-
hum

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wil-
son Casey’s subscriber site at 
www.patreon.com/triviaguy..

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

The Beatitudes and 
Beyond

By E.G. Walker
The air is turning crisp, leaves are 

changing colors, and pumpkins over-
flow the bins in front of Walmart. Fall 
has arrived! I spent the vast majority of 
my life living in the deep South, where 
we had Summer and less hot summer. 
I love that I get to experience four sea-
sons living here. Combined with my 
excitement over cold air and colorful 
trees are thoughts of upcoming holi-
days. Autumn holidays, in particular, 
bring an expectation of blessings and 
gratitude. We celebrate by gifting each 
other an abundance of candy, deca-
dent meals, and quality time. These 
gifts have no strings attached; the giv-
er expects nothing in return, with the 
exception of seeing the delight which 
these gifts bring. 

I recently felt led to study the Be-
atitudes (what theologians call Mat-
thew 5:2-12) and to ponder over their 
meaning. Some are self-explanatory, 
but I felt that others lost some of their 
impact in translation from ancient Ar-
amaic and Greek to modern English. 
The verses as translated in the En-
glish Standard Version state:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be be satisfied. Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they shall receive mercy. Bless-
ed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 
when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great heav-
en, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 

At first glance, these don’t real-
ly seem all that great, and some are 
downright confusing. How can some-
one be blessed if they are mourning? 
What do the verses mean by the word 
“blessed”? I’ve heard people define the 
word “bless” as both “happiness” and 
“gifts.” When asked how things are 
going, “Oh, I’m blessed!” When com-
plimenting someone on their new car, 
“Oh God has richly blessed me!” 

The way we use this word is not 
wrong, but I think it has a richer 
meaning. In the scripture above, Je-
sus says that we are blessed when we 
are persecuted, reviled, or in mourn-
ing—three things that don’t really 
bring about happiness or thoughts 
of God bestowing gifts. According to 
Bible commentaries, the word “bless-
ed” connotes the idea of having God’s 
approval, a spiritual well-being that 
springs out of close communion with 
the Creator. So if we were to take that 
meaning and apply it above, verse 7 
would read something like this: “God 
approves of the people who are merci-
ful, and as such they will receive mer-
cy.” So there is a gift, but it is not a gift 
that we might find under a Christmas 
tree. 

Beyond this, I found others that 
struck me as confusing or in need of 
deeper investigation. What does it 
mean to be “poor in spirit”? Some people 
have falsely focused on the word poor 
and explained this phrase as referring 
to people who are financially poor. (If 
that were true, then how did God ap-
prove of Job, Abraham, or David—all 
wealthy men?) The word “poor” here 
means deeply destitute or crouched 
over, and when followed by the phrase 
“in spirit” we understand that the peo-
ple who receive God’s approval are 
those destitute in their spirits, seem-
ingly those people who recognize their 
spiritual poverty without God. Is this 
not what the prophet Micah refers to 
when he says that God does not want 
sacrifices but a person who will walk 
humbly before Him (Micah 6:8)? When 
we gain a right understanding of this 
phrase, it helps us to understand the 
next word - mourn - better. 

When I think of the word “mourn” 
I immediately picture a funeral. But 
everybody mourns something or some-
one at some point in their lives, so does 
that mean that every person has re-
ceived God’s approval? Of course not. 
If the previous verse tells us anything, 
I think it shows us that these people 
are mourning over personal as well 
as global sin. They mourn over the 
corruption and decay our world faces 
because of humanity’s choice to try to 
live apart from God. The people who 
receive God’s blessing, His approval, 

are those who recognize their need 
for God and mourn the fact that they, 
their families, and the entire world has 
rejected God and respond accordingly. 

The response is meekness. Apart 
from the Bible, I don’t think I’ve ever 
heard anyone use this word in a nor-
mal conversation. I’ve often heard this 
word defined as “gentle.” The commen-
taries explain that the ancient Greek 
word for “meek” is incredibly difficult 
to translate. The word means “gen-
tle strength.” It refers to “exercising 
God’s strength under His control—ie. 
demonstrating power without undue 
harshness.” I imagine it this way, a 
parent is physically stronger and more 
knowledgable than a Kindergart-
ner. When the child reaches for a hot 
stove, the meek parent pulls the child 
away and explains the danger. When 
the child refers to something with the 
wrong word, the meek parent reminds 
the child of the correct word. A parent 
who slings a child on the ground and 
punches him in the face is abusive. If 
the parent berates the child for using 
the wrong word and calls him stupid, 
that’s abuse. That is demonstrating 
power with harshness. 

Another example comes from scrip-
ture. In John 2:13-21, Jesus finds 
money-changers and sacrifice hawk-
ers in the temple. He makes a whip 
of cords, turns over their cash boxes, 
and drives them out of the temple. At 
first glance, this seems rather abusive, 
but when reading closely, we find that 
Jesus never physically touches any 
of the people. He also does not insult 
or degrade them in any way. He calls 
them out on the truth of the situation. 
He says, “Take these things away; do 
not make my Father’s house a house 
of trade.” He then takes the time to 
explain and teach the people who con-
front Him. As the son of God He could 
have called down fire from heaven for 
their sinfulness, but He didn’t. He cer-
tainly made a statement, but His pow-
er was completely under control. 

The last phrase that caught my at-
tention was “peacemaker.” The word 
seems self-explanatory, but I felt the 
Sprit nudging me to dig deeper. True 
peace, in the Biblical sense, is not the 
absence of conflict. It is a divine con-
tentment in the midst of any situation. 
So that means that a peacemaker is 
not simply a person who stops others 
from fighting. In Matthew 10:34, Je-
sus explains, “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth. I have 
not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 
Reading the rest of the passage we 
find that Jesus divides families, but 
not out of malicious intent. When peo-
ple decide to follow Jesus, they become 
separate from the world, and their 
lives are not the same. In Colossians 
1:20, Ephesians 2:14-22, 2 Corinthians 
5:18, and Romans 5:11 (among others) 
are verses that describe how Jesus 
brought peace to those who accept as 
true His life, death, and resurrection. 
So thinking about all this, what is a 
peacemaker if peace is not the absence 
of conflict, but divine contentment in 
any situation? 

Jesus didn’t shy away from dealing 
with contentious religious leaders; 
He was quite forceful with them. (Re-
member the whip?) Yet He sacrificed 
His reputation by the people He hung 
around and by giving up His life as a 
result of a trial where He was falsely 
accused. When it came to conflict be-
tween His followers, He sought to re-
direct their thoughts so that their fo-
cus centered on God rather than each 
other. Therefore, a peacemaker is one 
who seeks to bring people to God. They 
do this through sacrifice and intention-
al intervention. A peacemaker in this 
context is one who seeks to help peo-
ple discover that divine contentment 
from the Holy Spirit that only comes 
from the Father through knowing Je-
sus Christ, the Son. If we bring all this 
into consideration, the above verses 
look more like this: 

The people who recognize they need 
God have received God’s approval and 
will live in His presence. The people 
who are grieved that they and the 
world have rejected Him for their own 
pleasures and devices have received 
God’s approval, and God will comfort 
them. God approves of those people 
who are slow to anger, compassion-
ate, and seek God’s strength to control 
their power. God grants them special 
blessings. God approves of those who 
live to drive others to Christ so that 
they might receive His divine content-
ment. Those people are called God’s 
children. 

May God richly BLESS you, and see 
you through this week and beyond.
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 

lawn mowers. Pick up and 
delivery for a reasonable 

charge based on your 
location. We offer disposal 

of old mowers with free 
pick up. Call 276-694-

3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm 

Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
Sales & Services, Licensed 

in VA & NC (276) 694-
7308.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or 

757-621-5219.

MASTER CARPENTER 
HOME RE-MODELER 40 
years’ experience., repairs, 

decks, gutter cleaning, 
trim work, wooden bridge 

repair, power washing, 
tree cutting, demolition and 

anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

FOR SALE

For Sale 2 plots at Patrick 
Memorial Gardens in 
Stuart VA. Please call 

336-603-8288 for more 
information. 

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS 
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL 
GARDEN. LOCATION: 
LEFT CENTER MAIN 
SECTION. INCLUDES 
TWO $1300 VAULTS, 

CURRENT MEMORIAL 
GARDENS SALE PRICE, 

$4400, MY PRICE 
NEGOTIABLE.

MSG/CALL 276-693-0229

Hoyer patient electric 
body lift. Never used. 

It is able to lift someone 
who has fallen up off the 

floor. Lists for over $1900. 
Asking $999 or best offer. 

Call 276-229-9373 for 
information.

Searching for high 
school student to help 

landowner with weekend 
mowing and occasional 

additional outdoor work. If 
interested, please call 276-

694-6510.

Team Driver: Full and 
Part-time Long Haul 
Truck Driver Class A

Blue Ridge Aquaculture’s 
distribution company, 

Rolling River Long Haul, 
is looking for dependable 
driver teams or drivers to 
be matched with another 
driver for dedicated NE 
routes. Driving married 

couples or current teams 
are encouraged to apply. 
We have both full & part-
time opportunities. Home 

every other night. CDL 
(Class A) and 2 years of 

experience required. Must 
be at least 21 years of 
age with a good driving 

record. Must be physically 
able to climb on tanker 

to facilitate securing and 
unloading of product. Must 
have a valid US Passport 

or able to obtain one 
within 90 days. Excellent 

benefits package including 
medical, dental, vision, 
life, short term disability, 
long term disability, and 

401K. Medical and vision 
insurance for the employee 

is provided at no cost. 
Apply online at www.
blueridgeaquaculture.
com or call 276-632-

9440 to apply in person 
at 555 Industrial Park 
Drive, Ridgeway, VA 

24148 during office hours 
(Monday through Friday 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm). Pay: 
$80,000.00 - $105,000.00 
per year based on number 

of trips

CNA Needed
Monday-Friday, 7am-10am 

$15.00 an hour
Dry Pond Area 

Call 336-351-3577

Room for rent in Stuart.
Single only.

Call or text 276-224-2596 
for information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  

Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Now Offering Financing!  

Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gut-

ters! FREE Estimates! Call 
804-739-8207 for More 
Details! American Made 

Products! 

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next 

power outage: 1-844-947-
1479 

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 

&amp; Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 

Many options available. 
Quality materials &amp; 
professional installation. 

Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Of-
fer - FREE virtual in-home 

consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974 

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify. 

Government program for re-
cipients of select programs 

incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 

Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise

VOTE FOR
 GLENNDA C. MORSE

PATRICK COUNTY
COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE

• OVER 22 YEARS DEDICATED SERVICE IN PATRICK COUNTY 
 GOVERNMENT
• EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP SKILLS
• CERTIFIED MASTER GOVERNMENTAL DEPUTY TREASURER
• RESPECT FOR CITIZENS OF PATRICK COUNTY

                                                   PAID FOR BY GLENNDA C. MORSE
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Blue Ridge Folklife Festival Celebrates 50 Years

By Gabrielle Walker
This past Saturday, the Blue Ridge 

Institute hosted the 50th annual Blue 
Ridge Folklife Festival. Spread across 
the beautiful Ferrum College campus, 
the festival hosted a number of activi-
ties. Vendors crossed county and state 
lines to showcase classic cars, antique 
engines, and traditional handicrafts 
for thousands of visitors. Across the 
street, the Blue Ridge Farm Museum 
hosted livestock demonstrations and 
competitions in the midst of a recreat-
ed nineteenth century farmstead. The 
festival began at 10 and was sched-
uled to end at 5, but that did not seem 
long enough for visitors to see every-
thing available. 

After walking through the Farm 
entrance, bluegrass music was heard 
over passing cars, drawing just as 
many people as the nearby BBQ ven-
dor. 

James Houchins, Patrick County 
Tourism Director, was seen smiling 
and nodding his head in time to the 
beat. He explained that he believes 
in forming mutually beneficial part-
nerships with neighboring counties to 
foster economic growth and commu-
nity uplift. When asked if the Patrick 
County Tourism department would be 
interested in sponsoring the festival, 

Houchins 
a g r e e d 
and spon-
sored one 
of four 
tents ded-
icated to 
live music. 

Just be-
fore lunch, 
H e n r y 
C o u n t y 
r e s i d e n t 
D a r r e n 
M o o r e 
c l i m b e d 
the stage 
with his 
a c o u s -
tic gui-
tar and 
played with the New North Carolina 
Ramblers. Band leader Kinney Rorrer, 
of Danville, explained that his great 
uncles Posey Rorrer and Charlie Poole 
helped form the original Ramblers in 
the 1920s in Franklin County. They 
were the first to record the well-known 
bluegrass song “I’ll Roll in My Sweet 
Baby’s Arms” in New York for Colum-
bia Records. The New Ramblers ended 
their set with this song, bringing sev-
eral flat footers to the dance floor. 

Across from the music stage, a chil-

dren’s play area provid-
ed youngest guests with 
old-time entertainment. 
Using burlap sacks, kids 
raced each other and 
their parents, threw 
horseshoes, and tested 
their strength playing 
tug-of-war. The highlight, 
however, was a pile of hay 
in the corner where kids searched for 
candy. 

The Franklin County Parks and 
Recreation tent situated at the side of 
the play area, hosted a checkers tour-
nament for children and adults. Mar-
cia Cramblitt, manager of the Office of 
Aging and Recreation, explained that 
originally Parks and Rec hosted check-
ers and horseshoes, before changing to 
cornhole. She said the time seemed 
right to bring checkers back. Thomas 
Walker and son Bailey, both of Stuart, 
took home first place trophies for the 
adult and child tournaments.

A few yards away from the play 
area, livestock demonstrations be-
gan. One farmer brought sheep and 
demonstrated how he uses his dog to 
herd livestock safely. Several farm-
ers brought draft horses, displaying 
their strength in pulling thousands 
of pounds of weight effortlessly. Oth-
ers brought their mules for a jumping 
contest, but the animals’ resistance 
revealed that mules are just as stub-
born as ever. Early in the afternoon, 
the Coonhound dog contests began. 
“Smoke,” a Treeing Walker Coon-
hound from Floyd, took home first 
place in the water race and water tree-
ing contest. 

Back on the college campus, food 
and drink vendors worked tirelessly to 
fill orders. Along with BBQ and fried 
chicken, vendors offered milkshakes, 
lemonade, and coffee - which one per-
son made with a nineteenth century 
steam engine. Unsurprisingly, moon-
shine booths became some of the most 
popular. Vendors offered tastings, ex-
plained the process of making moon-
shine, and shared some of the lore of 
local moonshine history. 

Houchins explained that he has 
been working with Franklin Coun-
ty Tourism Director Kevin Tosh and 
Floyd County Tourism Director Kath-
leen Legg on creating a Moonshine 
Heritage Trail that will pass through 
Patrick, Franklin, and Floyd counties, 
eventually including Henry as well. 

After experiencing several demon-
strations of nineteenth and early 
twentieth century engines and trac-
tors, visitors eventually entered the 
traditional handicraft area. Vendors 
offered items for sale of course, but the 
draw for many was seeing the tradi-
tional process for making them. Henry 
County group the Pleasant Quilters 
began learning to hand quilt in 2004. 
Libby Bondurant, of Figsboro, ex-
plained that the group started about 
60 years ago, and the original mem-
bers have all passed away. 

“When I retired in 2004, I went to 

the group and said ‘If y’all don’t teach 
us how to quilt it’s going to become a 
lost art,’ she said, and they said, ‘Sure, 
come on!’” 

The Pleasant Quilters take quilt 
tops from others, add the backing, 
and hand quilt it to give to those who 
need it. Next to the Pleasant Quilters, 
Reynolds Homestead had a table with 
several women rug hooking. Leslie 
Marsh, owner of Uptown Suites of 
Stuart, explained that women would 
take old clothes, cut strips, and pull 
the strips in various designs through 
feed sacks to make rugs. Some arti-
sans sell these for hundreds of dollars, 
but Marsh explained that she sells 
some for much less than that while 
the rest are used as they were meant 
to be - as rugs.

If you’ve never had the pleasure of 
attending the Blue Ridge Folklife Fes-
tival, save the date for next year! It is 
always held on the fourth Saturday in 
October. 

A few tips for first timers:
Buy admission tickets online. Not 

only are the tickets cheaper, but you 
get to skip the long line of people wait-
ing to purchase tickets on the day of 
the event.

Check the weather. There isn’t a 
lot of shade, and the festival is spread 
out. If it’s going to be sunny and hot, 
bring your sunscreen and maybe an 
umbrella.

Arrive early. A lot of people attend 
the festival. Arriving early can help 
you get a better parking spot! Also, 
most of the classic cars left before 3 
p.m. and antique tractors began leav-
ing soon after, so arriving early allows 
you more time to view them.

Be prepared to walk. Parking is 
free, but thousands of people attend 
the festival, so you’ll probably have to 
park a good distance away from the 
campus unless you arrive early. Also 
as mentioned earlier, the events are 
spread out over the campus and Farm 
Museum.

Bring chairs or a blanket to sit on. 
There are some seating options but 
not many. The various demonstrations 
can last anywhere from 15 minutes to 
an hour, so bringing something to sit 
on can make watching these more en-
joyable.

Plan for meals. Food and drinks 
weren’t cheap, so if you’d rather spend 
money on crafts, bring food and drinks 
with you. That stated, the food was 
amazing, so if you want to try it, be 
prepared to spend!

Bring cash. Several vendors accept 
cards, but having cash made many 
transactions easier.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

 
•  Stopped Dangerous Deficit Spending
•  Balanced County Budget Very First Year
• Kept County Government Financially Solvent
• Kept Taxes Down During COVID and Inflationary
  Times Through Belt Tightening, Seeking New
  Grants, Better Management of County Government, 
 New Revenue Streams
•  Prevented Looming State Intervention or Taking
  Control of Our County Government

Paid for and Approved by Clyde DeLoach

Re-elect
 Dr. Clyde 
DeLoach

 for 
Blue Ridge District Supervisor
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A bluegrass band plays at the Ferrum Folk Life Festival on 
the stage sponsored by Patrick County Tourism. (By Pat 
Delaney)

Sisters Jane and Alice Brown pose with grandmother, Sherrie 
Bryant, of Collinsville, at the rug hooking demonstration. 
Jane and Alice are the youngest rug hookers in the Blue 
Ridge region. (Photos by Gabrielle Walker)

The Pleasant Quilters from Henry County. Seated from left 
to right: Libby Bondurant, Myrna Ferguson, Janet Mitchell, 
and Nora Guilliams

Cam Carr of Floyd poses with “Smoke” his Treeing Walker 
Coonhound.

The New North Carolina Ramblers featuring Darren Moore 
of Chatham on acoustic guitar. Band leader Kinney Rorrer 
of Danville plays banjo, Wayne and Margaret Moore of 
Raleigh, NC, play the fiddle and autoharp.

Classic cars and one of the grounds next to antique 
engines.

The Patrick County Tourism booth manned by director 
James Houchins.

Thomas and Bailey Walker holding their checkers 
tournament trophies.
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Meetings

Wednesday, Nov. 1
The Patrick County Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
Patrick County Administration Building.

Thursday, Nov. 9
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the division’s new administra-
tion office, 132 North Main St., Stuart.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 

p.m. in the Town Office.

Monday, Nov. 20
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court 
room of the Patrick County Administration 
Building.

Events

Friday, Nov. 3 
The Woolwine Methodist Church food truck 

will be at the Woolwine VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 4
Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness 

Church Food Bank will hold a fundraiser 
yard sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Table spac-
es for rent, $10 for the first table, and $5 for 
each additional table. Hot dogs, drinks, and 
desserts will be sold as well. All proceeds for 
table rentals and food will go to support the 
food bank. Anyone interested in setting up 
should call Kathy Trent at (276) 694-6084.

Community Breakfast, from 7-10 a.m., at 
Jeb Stuart Rescue Squad, 1258 American 
Legion Road, Stuart. Plates are $8. Dine in, 
carryout, and curb service options are avail-
able. Orders can be placed by calling (276) 
694-6171. 

Meadows of Dan Women’s Club Bingo, 
Meadows of Dan Community Center, 2858 
JEB Stuart Hwy

Doors Open at 5 p.m., games start at 6. 
Concessions available. For more information, 
call (276) 952-2674.

Monday, Nov. 6
A BETA RHO Literary Night will be held at 

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-

CC) at 5:30 p.m. All ages are welcome. Hot 
dogs, chips, drinks, and cookies will be served.

Tuesday, Nov. 7
Community coffee at Church of the Living 

Water, 10 a.m., Scottie Cassell, Jr., Director 
of EMS, will give new updates.

Thursday, Nov. 9
Dedication Ceremony and Open House, 5 

p.m. at Patrick County Schools new Admin-
istration Building, located at 132 North Main 
St., Stuart. 

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 
will hold its next monthly meeting at 11 
a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary Field 
in Stuart. Entertainment will be provided 
by Jimmy Handy. The Reynolds Homestead 
will be providing the meal for all attendees. 
Attendees are requested to bring desserts to 
share with the group. 

Saturday, Nov. 11
Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 

Guard, American Legion Post #105, VFW Post 
#7800, VFW Post #8467, will honor past and 
present veterans for their service, protecting 
the freedoms that Americans enjoy today in a 
service that begins at 2:00 p.m. in the Patrick 
County Administration Parking Lot. Bring a 
chair and help honor deserving veterans for 
the service to our nation.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
The Patrick County Community Food Bank 

will hold a food distribution day at the Stuart 
site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. 
There will be a morning distribution in Ara-
rat from 8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distri-
bution in Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

The Patrick County Library will hold an 
educational presentation about Medicare and 
Social Security starting at 12 p.m.

The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Reynolds Homestead will hold a 
Lunch with Our Community Leaders event 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Hooker Build-
ing located at 420 Woodland Drive in Stuart. 
Tickets are available online at the Chamber’s 
website: www/patrickchamber.com.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Veterans Memori-
al Honor Guard meets at 7 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of each month at the American Le-
gion Post 105. Interested veterans are wel-
come to attend.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story 
Time with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, 
with books, songs, finger plays, and more. For 
more information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the 
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intend-
ed for school age children. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Quilted Colors. For more information, 
call 276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquil-
ters@gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running 
Club will hit the pavements along the side-
walks in town on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook 
games every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m. 

Introduction to Zen Meditation and Zen 
Buddhism, second and fourth Tuesdays from 
1:30-2:30 p.m., at the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary, Stuart site. 

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. Event is for anyone wanting a deeper 
understanding of the Old Testament and how 
it relates to us now. Come and discover the 
Hebrew side of the Christian Faith during the 
meetings held at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main 
St., Stuart (across from The Coffee Break). 
Call (276) 694-2356 for more information.

Last Tuesday of each month, Golden Oldies, 
Open Jam at Willis Gap Community Center, 
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, with 50s, 60s, 
70s Rock and Roll. Doors open at 6 p.m. Music 
gets underway at 7. Food is available. 
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Buying or selling 
real estate?

Call us today!

Edd Martin, Broker
276-952-5008

Stephen Henderson
276-229-9684

Margaret Blevins
276-692-5376

Vicki Porter
276-694-6563

Pam Joyce
276-732-0802

Cameron Kolinski
276-340-8181

Deana Clark
276-229-7937

18376 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA 24171

276-694-5002
eddmartinrealestate.com

VISIT US ONLINE AT
W

W
W

.ENTERPRISE.NET

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

HUGE 2-DAY ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

AUCTION
Friday, November 3 @ 6:00pm

(Doors open @ 4:00pm)
Saturday, November 4 @ 10:00am

(Doors open @ 8:00am)
HORSEPASTURE VOL. FIRE DEPT. (RT. 58W)

17815 A.L. Philpott Hwy, Ridgeway, VA
RIFLES & SHOTGUNS, KNIVES, GOLD & SILVER JEWELRY
NEON & METAL SIGNS, FURNITURE, CHRISTMAS BLOW 

MOLDS & CHRISTMAS ITEMS, GLASS, POTTERY, BARBIES
TOO MANY ITEMS TO LIST!!

For listing & pictures, visit: www.auctionzip.com  -  ID #4097
WILLIAMS AUCTION CO., LLC

276-340-6441
VAAL #3261       NCAL #9220

DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net
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Report shows women’s health 
stagnates despite improvements

Edwin J. Viera
Virginia News Connection
Progress in bolstering wom-

en’s health in Virginia has 
stagnated, according to a new 
report.

Virginia ranks 14th among 
the states in the latest Ameri-
ca’s Health Rankings report on 
the Health of Women and Chil-
dren. The report said clinical 
care and health behaviors have 
improved, but cited modest de-
clines in health outcomes. Also, 
maternal mortality in Virginia 
increased to almost 27% in the 
last year.

Virginia Commonwealth 
University recently was award-
ed more than $1.5 million for 
maternal-health innovation. 
Shannon Pursell, senior direc-
tor of the Virginia Neonatal 
Perinatal Collaborative, de-
scribed how that money can be 
spent.

“What we are going to do 
with this,” she said, “is really 
provide that connection within 
communities, to and for wom-
en and their families, to ensure 
that they get connected to ser-
vices.”

Overall, she said, she wants 
to see better partnerships be-
tween health-care providers 
and specialized services for ma-
ternal health. The report also 

found fewer women of child-
bearing age in Virginia are 
smoking, but more are being 
diagnosed with depression.

Across the United States, 
maternal mortality increased 
29-percent between 2014 and 
2021. The pandemic only add-
ed to this, as more than 500 
maternal deaths between 
2020 and 2021 were related to 
COVID-19.

Dr. Lisa Saul, national med-
ical director at UnitedHealth-
care, said a healthy pregnancy 
boils down to health-care ac-
cess.

“We know 
that access to 

obstetric care, access to hos-
pitals, is something that is an 
issue in our country,” she said, 
“and we know about maternity 
care ‘deserts,’ where sometimes 
women might have to travel for 
two hours to not only see their 
physician or their OB provid-
er.”

The March of Dimes found 
that 8% of counties in the Unit-
ed States have seen shifting 
maternity-care access in the 
last few years. At least 94 coun-
ties increased access while 153 
saw less access to care.

VADOC Receives $1.2 Million to 
Address Substance Use Disorder
The Virginia Department of Cor-

rections has been named a recipient 
of the Virginia Opioid Abatement Au-
thority (OAA) Funding to the Agen-
cies of the Commonwealth. 

The department will receive more 
than $1.2 million to fund three proj-
ects in the upcoming year aimed at 
addressing Substance Use Disorder 
(SUD). 

The first project will fund six con-
tracted, specialized clinical social 
workers to support opioid-use disor-
der therapies at six VADOC facili-
ties that operate Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) programs. The sec-
ond is a pilot program to evaluate the 
effectiveness of long-acting injectable 
opioid agonists in the continued care 
of inmates with diagnosed opioid use 
disorders, which will be overseen by 
the VADOC’s medical director. The 
third project is the creation of a video 
that provides SUD education to all in-
mates entering VADOC custody. The 

video will 
focus on 

addiction as a chronic, yet treatable 
illness and will highlight the program 
options that are available to inmates 
within the VADOC. 

The approved projects were selected 
through a competitive application re-
view process. The awards are the first 
allocation of OAA funds for state agen-
cies since Virginia received its first set 
of national settlement payments from 
manufacturers and distributors of 
prescription opioids in 2022.  

“The Virginia Department of Cor-
rections greatly appreciates this 
funding from the Virginia Opioid 
Abatement Authority,” said VADOC 
Director Chadwick Dotson. “The VA-
DOC remains committed to address-
ing Substance Use Disorder in the 
face of the opioid and fentanyl epi-
demic affecting the Commonwealth 
and United States.”

For years, the agency has progres-
sively responded to the opioid epi-
demic in Virginia. In 2017, the VA-
DOC was selected by the National 
Governor’s Association to participate 

in a learning lab designed to develop 
strategies to expand access to addic-
tion treatment for inmates and proba-
tioners with opioid use disorder along 
with seven other states. In July 2018, 
the VADOC initiated its Medication 
Assisted Treatment Reentry Initia-
tive (MATRI) and provided intensive 
SUD programs and naltrexone (an 
injectable medication that can help 
prevent relapses into alcohol or sub-
stance use) to individuals released 
from specific pilot sites. The MATRI 
program expanded again in March 
2021, when the VADOC allowed the 
continuation of buprenorphine at its 
Community Corrections Alternative 
Program (CCAP) facilities. Due to its 
success at CCAP facilities, the pro-
gram expanded throughout the VA-
DOC in 2023. Medications for Opioid 
Use Disorder are available through-
out the DOC based on review from a 
physician. 

VADOC has provided rapid RE-
VIVE! training and two doses of nal-
oxone to inmates and probationers 

released from 15 pilot locations since 
2019. Additionally, the Department 
recently implemented a marketing 
campaign using posters drawn by in-
carcerated individuals to dissuade il-
licit substance use while incarcerated. 

Various levels of SUD care are 
offered throughout the VADOC, in-
cluding residential inpatient services, 
intensive outpatient groups, process 
groups, and peer mentor and peer 
support services. 

For those on community supervi-
sion, the VADOC offers contracted 
SUD treatment services with vendors 
and Community Services Boards that 
include inpatient residential treat-
ment, intensive outpatient, and SUD 
assessment and referral services.

Continuing education and train-
ing on substance use disorder is an 
important aspect of service delivery.  
The VADOC offers various forms of 
virtual and in-person training and op-
portunities to attend addiction-specif-
ic conferences and webinars to further 
addiction education.

dhall@theenterprise.net
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Try That in a Small Town
Has the way of national politics and rhetoric infected local politics? What is meant by this?  Will the candidate 
throw something out there and see if it sticks, hoping no one will actually look up what is factual, a half-truth 
or just plain BS?  Words have meaning and when those words are used in the proper context, they lead the 
reader to the proper conclusion. When words are used to mislead the reader to the wrong conclusion, we will 
just consider that BS.

We have two critical upcoming elections, Commissioner of Revenue and Clerk of Court. All of the candidates 
use the words experience and leadership in their ads and fliers.  Merriam-Webster would define experience 
as “the fact or state of having been affected by or gained knowledge through direct observation or participa-
tion”. Let’s focus on experience and leadership relevant to the office the candidates seek. While all of the 
non-incumbent candidates have experience that may cross over into some aspects of the office they seek; 
only two candidates are currently working within their office. Again Merriam-Webster defines leadership as 
“the act or an instance of leading” and further states “leadership molds individuals into a team”. Two candi-
dates are already part of a team and have in office experience.

• Tabitha Overby: over 16 years of experience in the Commissioner’s office, Master Deputy Commissioner 
and already a part of a team.  Research found no spoken or written derogatory remarks by Mrs. Overby 
about her opponent.

Lets look at the candidates for the Commissioner of Revenue:

•    Glennda Morse: over 16 years experience in the Treasure’s office, Chief Deputy Treasurer and part of a  
     team, as well as experience in the DMV satellite office and other offices within the county.  Research   
     found no spoken or written derogatory comments about her opponent.
Running on their accomplishments rather than debasing their opponent or those within the office that they are 
seeking constitutes the voters’ due diligence in making their decision .

Now on to the candidates for Clerk of Court:
•    Morgan Boothe: 6 years of in office experience with 1 year as interim Clerk. Already the leader of a team of 
Deputy Clerks, whom according to the article in The Enterprise dated 10/18/2023 “are in my corner”. Further 
research revealed a letter of recommendation from Teresa Dobbins, Clerk for Powhatan County, who was Vice Presi-
dent of the Virginia Court Clerks Association (VCCA) at the time she wrote the letter. She has since been elected 
President of VCCA. In her letter she writes, “Morgan changed the way the Patrick County Clerk’s Office conducted 
business and brought integrity, honesty, and commitment to duty back to that office. Morgan is the only candidate 
who can ensure a smooth and effective transfer of the office”. The October 25th issue of The Enterprise has an ad 
that lists numerous improvements at the Clerk’s Office that have been made under her leadership. We have found no 
evidence of either written or spoken negativity about either of her opponents. The only thing we found which some 
people might possibly view as derogatory is an ad pointing out that Ms. Boothe’s opponents have “zero in office 
experience and clerks training”, which is a statement of actual fact.

•    Nancy Belcher: 25 years of legal experience, and currently serves as administrative assistant to the Common-
wealth Attorney. Mrs. Belcher stated in the Patrick County Young Professional candidate forum “she lacks in-office 
experience”, which is a statement of fact. However, she asserts her legal experience qualifies her as the best candi-
date of choice and went on to debase the entire Clerk’s office staff by stating “the clerks are doing a good job for 
what they know, but they don’t know what they don’t know”. Finally, Mrs. Belcher stated that the honorable Judge 
Brinks’ appointment of Morgan Boothe as Interim Clerk was mandated by law, and he had no choice under a statute 
that she read. The statute she read (24.2-228.1 pp B) is only applicable if there is a vacancy in the office. At the time 
of the appointment, there was no vacancy in the office since the elected clerk had neither retired nor resigned. The 
applicable statute is 15.2-1635, which provides that “Whenever it is found by the judge of a circuit court that a clerk of 
such court is, by reason of mental or physical disability, temporarily unable to perform his duties, the judge of the 
court may, by order entered of record, designate some other person as deputy clerk to perform the duties of such 
clerk. The person so designated may be the clerk or deputy clerk of another county or city or any other qualified 
person”. Judge Brinks had a choice and he made it. Mrs. Belcher cited the wrong statute while claiming “I know the 
law”, proving that 25 years of legal experience does not provide sufficient knowledge of the business of the Clerk’s 
office. It appears that Mrs. Belcher is the one that “doesn’t know what she doesn’t know”?

•    Erica Wade: 12+ years as a paralegal and currently works for Corbett Law firm. Her press release states, “Erica 
is the only candidate who has served the people of Patrick and surrounding counties for many years in every aspect 
of what occurs daily at the Clerk’s office”. We do not doubt her knowledge from the attorney’s side but find encom-
passing “every aspect of what occurs daily at the Clerk’s office” to be questionable. Her flier states “since 2017, our 
Clerk’s office has failed 4 out of 5 years of audits”. This leads one to think that there were 5 audits. In reviewing the 
Virginia Auditor of Public Accounts website [www.apa.virginia.gov}, research found there were only 4 audits conduct-
ed during a 5.25-year period and In actuality only 3 of the 4 audits identified issues. Were there accounting errors? 
Yes. Nowhere did we find the use of the word “misappropriated” as stated in her flier. The use of this word implies 
embezzlement, see Miriam Webster Dictionary Legal definition. Her newspaper ads have the word misappropriated 
changed to “misallocated”. Nowhere in the auditors’ report were either of these words used. I did find the words “mis-
coded”, “over charged” and “not charged”. We found only 20 cases with audit issues of the 91 cases tested by the 
auditors; not “41” as stated on the flyer. She also claimed that “the current interim clerk was the proud bookkeeper 
during these failed audits”. In reading the reports, she should have known the 30-year bookkeeper retired in the fall 
of 2019. She runs on “unwavering integrity”, but changing words and numbers shows lack of honesty and integrity.  
At the last public forum Mrs. Wade alleged that 2 persons had been asked “to leave and not return to the Clerk’s 
office”. Ms. Boothe responded quickly by investigating within the office and calling upon Sheriff Smith to investigate 
with the deputies charged with courthouse security. According to the Oct. 25th edition of The Enterprise, these allega-
tions could not be substantiated by Ms. Boothe, Sheriff Smith nor The Enterprise. Again, this brings her honesty and 
integrity into question. At this same forum she stated that she felt Judge Brinks chose “an easy fix” in his appointment 
of Morgan Boothe as Interim Clerk. This implies that it was not a carefully considered and well-grounded decision. 
We find this flippant statement quite disrespectful to Judge Brinks and to the honor he has earned and been afforded.  
Lastly if in fact, her “lifelong dream” has been to be Clerk of Court, why had she never applied to work in and glean 
knowledge of the office?

Both Mrs. Belcher and Mrs. Wade have disparaged Ms. Boothe and the entire Clerk’s office. Ms. Boothe has run an admirable 
campaign with no negativity, stating only proven actual facts and her merits, accomplishments and qualifications.
Knowledge gleaned from this research leads us to cast our vote for Interim Clerk Morgan Boothe for Clerk of Court. It is our 
hope that this assists others in their due diligence.
All documents for this research have been provided to The Enterprise for verification and are available to the public.
Not endorsed by any Candidate
Authorized and Paid for by the Coalition for Truth in Patrick County Politics
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Firewater 
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(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472
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INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
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Replacement
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Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Voters of Patrick County,
I have a few observations re-

garding the Patrick County Clerk 
of Court race. Earlier this year, as 
campaigns began, several extraordi-
nary events happened.

 Erica Cipko Wade launched per-
sonal attacks on the deputy clerks 
of the Clerk’s Office for the failings 
of the previous Clerk of Court, who 
left under a dark cloud. Why do Ms. 
Wade’s ads keep referring to “re-
turning honesty, integrity, and ac-
countability to the Clerk’s Office?” 
Was this problem not remedied by 
appointment of an interim Clerk 
and the retirement of the previous 
Clerk? This seems to be accusing the 
current staff of being dishonest, de-
ceitful miscreants. 

In ads, she accuses the staff of 
being ignorant of their jobs, stating 
Patrick County deserves a “knowl-
edgeable” staff in the Clerk’s Office. 
In my opinion, a flier that Ms. Wade 
is circulating appears slanderous, 
accusing some unnamed person at 
the Clerk’s Office of misappropri-
ating funds.  One had better have 
receipts for such accusations.  On 
October 10th at the Young Profes-
sionals, Meet the Candidates event, 
Ms. Wade referenced two people 
turned away from estate and pro-
bate and told not to come back. Es-
tate and probate are by appointment 
only. If someone appears without 
an appointment, they are not seen 
that day and told to call for an ap-
pointment. What proof does she 
have that the people were told not 
to come back? Who supposedly told 
them this and what is their side of 
the story? Where is the honesty, in-
tegrity, and accountability in this 

one sided accusation? Ms. Wade said 
these people were turned away “this 
week.” The Clerk’s Office was closed 
October 9th for Columbus Day. Two 
people turned away on the same day 
of her presentation, October 10th, 
seems very convenient. 

Ms. Wade also expressed she is no 
longer “met with the friendliest fac-
es” at the Clerk’s Office. What does 
she expect after all the accusations 
slung at these folks, by her, for the 
previous nine months! That might 
create some hard feelings. 

Not to seem one sided, Nancy 
Belcher, at the same event, said 
the Honorable Judge Brinks had 
no choice but to appoint Morgan 
Boothe interim Clerk according to 
VA Code Section 24.2-228.1 Para-
graph B which reads in part “If a 
vacancy of a constitutional office ….”  
There was no “vacancy,” (e.g., died, 
retired, et al) as the Clerk was still 
in office until June 30th, 2023, long 
after Ms. Boothe was chosen interim 
Clerk. Paraphrasing Ms. Belcher, I 
guess she don’t know what she don’t 
know. The Honorable Judge Brinks, 
by order, November 6th, 2022, used 
VA Code 15.2-1635 to appoint Ms. 
Boothe interim Clerk, as the Clerk 
was unable to perform her duties, 
being in jail and all. So much for Ms. 
Belcher’s “years of legal experience.”   

Ms. Boothe took the oath of of-
fice November 7th, 2022. Listening 
to and reading the rhetoric of this 
election, the only candidate not 
embroiled in this mudslinging cage 
match has been, and is, Morgan 
Boothe.

Michael Hudson,
Stuart

Keeping the peace
On October 7, 2023, Hamas terror-

ists stormed across the Gaza-Israel 
border and butchered over 1,400 
innocent people—men, women, and 
children—in the single worst attack 
on the Jewish people since the Sec-
ond World War. The entire world 
was immediately and radically 
changed. The savage, demonic bru-
tality of Hamas’ attacks, with many 
heinous acts reportedly filmed and, 
in some cases, broadcast live on 
social media, shocked the civilized 
world. Predictably, Israel respond-
ed with air attacks of tremendous 
intensity and are at this writing be-
ginning to send troops into Gaza to 
destroy Hamas in what is surely to 
be a terribly costly war.

Also predictably, what has trans-
pired in Gaza since October 7 has 
polarized the world. An unprece-
dented alliance has emerged be-
tween normally bitter-rival Sunni 
and Shiite Muslim groups, with 
Iran, perhaps Israel’s greatest en-
emy, vowing terrible consequences 
should Israel send troops into Gaza 
or dare move against Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Syria. The region’s 
largest Muslim military power, 
Turkey, has also threatened to en-
ter the conflict should Israel move 
against Syria. The United States’ 
provision of military and moral sup-
port to Israel has of course stirred 
the ire of Israel’s enemies, such that 
there is a real possibility the Unit-
ed States could become embroiled 
in direct war with Iran. As Russia 
is one of Iran’s closest allies, it does 
not take much imagination to see 
that the world is on a knife edge of 
potentially catastrophic global con-

flagration.
Beyond the Middle East, every 

country in the world seems to be in 
turmoil to one degree or another. 
Conjecturing from current events 
what awful things might happen 
next can easily lead one into a state 
of fear. We wonder where God could 
possibly be in all this. The simple 
answer is, right in the middle. God 
not only knows what will happen, 
He has His sovereign hand over ev-
ery last detail. The current world 
situation is no surprise to Him, nor 
should it be to those of us who are 
Christians, for Jesus clearly spoke 
of “wars and rumors of wars” and 
other great troubles that would pre-
cede His eventual return for those 
who’ve trusted him for salvation. 
Although this world is in chaos, be-
cause of Him, our hearts need not 
be. The Bible tells us even greater 
troubles are ahead for planet Earth 
before Jesus returns to finally set 
things right. But the Bible also 
tells us God is ultimately going to 
utterly destroy evil and restore His 
creation. The Bible says that if we 
put our faith in Jesus, we needn’t 
fear anything that might happen, 
for our souls are safe in Him. Such 
fearlessness seems like a tall order 
at times, but God is faithful, and 
His Word is true and trustworthy. 
Christians can look beyond the 
trouble toward our Savior’s return, 
and those who have not yet put their 
faith in Him can look away from the 
fear-instilling chaos and evil of this 
world and toward the One who can 
give them eternal, perfect peace.

David Robinette Jr.,
Patrick Springs

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(cont. from page 1)

We Have a New Speaker
On October 3rd, a motion to vacate 

was brought to the House floor and 
eight Republicans voted with Demo-
crats to oust the Speaker of the House 
Kevin McCarthy.

The Republicans were frustrated that 
Congress was unable to pass all 12 fis-
cal year 2024 appropriations bills before 
the September 30th deadline and so 
we had to pass a continuing resolution 
to give us 45 more days of government 
funding so that the House could further 
debate and vote on the bills.

Though I understood their frustra-
tion, I disagreed with this move. It was 
my belief that there was nobody at that 
point in time who could quickly obtain 
the 217 votes needed to become speaker.

It seems I had a point. For the next 
three weeks, Republicans debated and 
voted on who to nominate. Three dif-
ferent candidates were put forward by 
the Republican conference: Steve Scal-
ise, Jim Jordan, and Tom Emmer. But 
they did not have the votes to win on the 
floor.

On October 24th, after numerous 
rounds of voting, it became clear Mike 
Johnson of Louisiana had the support 
within the Republican conference and 
on the floor to become the 56th Speaker 
of the House.

On the floor, he received all of the 
votes of Republicans present, 220.

Besides calling on all of us to work 
together and for a restoration of trust, 
Speaker Johnson laid out his vision for 

how the House should conduct itself 
moving forward. Below are his core 
principles for our nation.

First, Individual Freedom.
All Americans are endowed with in-

dividual, God-given liberties that are to 
be preserved against government intru-
sion. We must all work to maintain and 
promote our rights and liberties.

Second, Limited Government.
This country was founded on the be-

lief that legitimate government is more 
efficient and less corrupt when its size 
and scope are limited. This means de-
centralizing authority, limiting govern-
ment regulations, and reducing bureau-
cracy.

Third, The Rule of Law.
In order to maintain a civilized society 

and for our liberties to be respected, we 
must adhere to the Constitution and en-
sure that justice is administered equally 
and impartially to all Americans.

Fourth, Peace through Strength.
A strong America is good for the en-

tire world. As our greatest ally in the 
Middle East, Israel, faces violence and 
with tensions high in the Indo-Pacific 
region, it is more important than ever to 
show the world that we are able to de-
feat any adversary or threat, no matter 
the circumstance, because we have the 
strongest and most capable military in 
the world.

Fifth, Fiscal Responsibility.
Our country’s national debt has 

reached over $33 trillion, and Con-

gress has a duty to rein 
in spending, balance the 
budget, modernize feder-
al entitlement programs, 
pursue pro-growth tax 
reforms, and restore reg-
ular order in the budget 
and appropriations pro-
cesses. Speaker Johnson 
said that he would be es-
tablishing a bipartisan 
debt commission to begin 
working on the debt crisis 
immediately.

Sixth, Free Markets.
Free markets and free trade encour-

age entrepreneurs and business owners 
to pursue their dreams and with that, 
our country and economy can thrive. 
Our country will see more growth, 
more jobs, and a greater chance of up-
ward mobility because of free markets.

Seventh, Human Dignity.
All men and women are created 

equal, and every American deserves re-
spect and dignity. As a society, we must 
encourage education and hard work so 
that every American has a fair shot at 
a good and fulfilling life.

In fact, earlier in his speech Speaker 
Johnson talked about how G. K. Ches-
terton, the English author and philos-
opher, noted that the United States 
is the only nation in the world that is 
founded on a creed. That creed, spelled 
out in our Declaration of Independence, 
is that all men are created equal and 

are endowed with the same inalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.

Thankfully, once elected, Speaker 
Johnson immediately got to work.

His first move was to bring a reso-
lution to the floor to show our support 
for Israel and its right to defend itself. 
As our number one ally in the Middle 
East, it was imperative that the House 
show its bipartisan support for Israel.

After the Israel resolution, we im-
mediately began debate on the Ener-
gy and Water Development appropri-
ations bill. I was able to speak on the 
House floor on behalf of my amend-
ment to better balance fossil fuel and 
renewable energy research funding at 
the Department of Energy.

If you have questions, concerns, or 
comments, call my Abingdon office at 
(276) 525-1405, my Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, or via email at 
www.morgangriffith.house.gov.
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DANVILLE, VA
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1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

SOVA Innovation Hub Receives $600,000 
Boost for Entrepreneurial Support 

Southern Virginia’s entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem – the synergistic com-
bination of people, organizations, 
and culture that interacts and culti-
vates business creation and growth 
- is poised for extraordinary growth, 
thanks to a $600,000 grant recent-
ly awarded to the SOVA Innovation 
Hub to strengthen the collective re-
gional entrepreneurship initiative 
known as RISE Collaborative. This 
substantial investment is set to forti-
fy Southern Virginia’s standing as a 
central hub for fostering small busi-
ness growth, innovation, and econom-
ic development.

This means that current and future 
entrepreneurs and businesses in Pat-
rick and Henry counties and the City 
of Martinsville can benefit from this 
support. Through RISE programs, 
events, and network, entrepreneurs 
gain a supportive community of 
peers, direct access to business re-
source providers, dynamic training 
and skill-building content, and val-
ue-added networking opportunities.

The grant was awarded by GO Vir-
ginia, a state-funded initiative admin-
istered by the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) that works to strength-
en and diversify Virginia’s economy 
and foster the creation of higher wage 
jobs in strategic industries. The fund-
ing will support RISE Collaborative, 
a dynamic initiative dedicated to pro-
viding essential support for entrepre-
neurs in Southern Virginia. Through 
RISE Collaborative programs, events, 
and network, entrepreneurs gain a 
supportive community of peers, direct 
access to business resource providers, 
dynamic training and skill-building 
content, and value-added networking 
opportunities.

“The RISE Collaborative, the 
SOVA Innovation Hub, and other 
key stakeholders who have joined 
this project will assuredly elevate and 
advance entrepreneurship and busi-
ness growth region-wide,” said Tim 
Clark, chairman, GO Virginia Region 
3 Council. “I join my Region 3 Coun-
cil colleagues to say we applaud your 
past successes, and we look forward 

to the SOVA RISE Collaborative be-
coming a best-in-class for Virginia 
and the nation.”

Winter 2024 RISE Business 
Bootcamp

The first program to launch under 
this grant will be the Winter 2024 
RISE Business Bootcamp powered 
by CO.STARTERS. Participants will 
immerse themselves in their busi-
ness concepts, business strategies, 
financials, marketing blueprints, and 
other elements, with the goal of po-
sitioning their businesses for either 
a successful launch or expansion. 
This 10-week virtual live bootcamp is 
open to all types of business that are 
capable of growing and creating jobs 
and investment in Southern Virginia. 
More information about the program 
and program application is available 
online at sovarise.com/business-boot-
camp. Applications for the program 
are due Friday, December 8, 2023. 
The program will meet on Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings beginning January 
9, 2024 and will conclude in March 
2024. If you need assistance com-
pleting the application, please email 
hello@sovainnovationhub.com or call 
(434) 570-1305.

In addition to the SOVA Innovation 
Hub, the collaborative effort includes 
key partners such as the Longwood 
Small Business Development Center, 
Hampden-Sydney College, Southern 
Virginia Higher Education Center, 
Patrick & Henry Community College, 
Microsoft TechSpark, and Mid-At-
lantic Broadband Communities Cor-
poration (MBC).  Together, they will 
work hand in hand to break down 
barriers for historically marginalized 
populations and rural communities 
to successfully start, grow, and scale 
businesses, promoting equity and in-
clusivity as core principles.

“This funding underscores a res-
olute commitment to catalyzing 
innovation in Southern Virginia, 
fortifying its economic future, and 
empowering the local workforce with 
critical skills and resources”, said Tad 
Deriso, President & CEO of MBC and 
Chair of the SOVA Innovation Hub. 
“With this grant, the SOVA Innova-

tion Hub and its partners are primed 
to expand their reach, nurture talent, 
and continue to grow a thriving entre-
preneurial ecosystem in the region.”

“Just as MBC provides middle mile 
fiber infrastructure to Southern Vir-
ginia, the RISE Collaborative initia-
tive provides infrastructure for the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. Just like 
the internet, the ecosystem works 
best when it is connected,” said Lau-
ren Mathena, Director of Economic 
Development and Community En-
gagement at MBC, who serves as the 
RISE Collaborative Project Manager 
for the SOVA Innovation Hub. “If you 
are a business owner who is ready to 
grow, if you are an innovator with a 
startup concept, or if you are an ex-
perienced entrepreneur willing to be 
a mentor, we invite you join RISE 
Collaborative at an upcoming event. 
We are especially excited about our 
upcoming Global Entrepreneurship 
Week events in November and the 
launch of the next RISE Business 
Bootcamp, which is accepting appli-
cations through December 8th and 
will kick off in January 2024.”

“Longwood University is committed 
to supporting the economic health of 
our region,” said Sheri McGuire, As-
sociate VP for Community and Eco-
nomic Development and Executive 
Director of Longwood Small Business 
Development Center (LSBDC). “As a 
long-standing economic development 
partner on the local and regional lev-
el, our Small Business Development 
Center network is excited to continue 
our work with RISE Collaborative as 
a training and consulting resource for 
entrepreneurs.”

“Hampden-Sydney College is com-
mitted to invigorating the entrepre-
neurial spirit within our rural com-
munities. We wholeheartedly believe 
that by co-sponsoring the GO Virgin-
ia RISE Collaborative grant, we can 
nurture the next generation of rural 
founders,” said Dr. Andrew King, 
Director of the Flemming Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation at 
Hampden-Sydney College. “Our goal 
is to both educate and empower them 
to transform our regional entrepre-

neurial ecosystem. This partnership 
signifies our steadfast dedication to 
making a meaningful difference in 
our growing community.”

“We are grateful for this opportuni-
ty to expand our role with the RISE 
Collaborative,” said Dr. Betty Adams, 
Executive Director, Southern Virginia 
Higher Education Center (SVHEC). 
“Adding an entrepreneurship track to 
the CTA Work-Based Learning Pro-
gram will increase the critical knowl-
edge, skills, and opportunities that 
students need to gain employment 
or create their own small businesses. 
This benefits local communities and 
further enriches our growing entre-
preneurial ecosystem.”

“Expanding the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem is absolutely essential for 
improving a community’s economic 
growth and overall vibrancy,” said Dr. 
Greg Hodges, President of Patrick & 
Henry Community College. “Patrick 
& Henry Community College is hon-
ored to be part of the RISE Collabo-
rative and will use these resources to 
hire a Business Navigator in order to 
expand our entrepreneurial outreach 
and provide even greater opportu-
nities for our critical small business 
owners.”

“Microsoft’s partnership with the 
SOVA Innovation Hub brings in-
clusive tech opportunities to entre-
preneurs and communities in rural 
southern Virginia,” said Jeremy Sat-
terfield, Microsoft TechSpark Manag-
er, Virginia. “This additional funding 
helps nurture local businesses and 
foster greater economic opportunity 
across the region.” 

RISE Collaborative serves current 
and future entrepreneurs and innova-
tors who live or own a business in GO 
Virginia Region 3. GO Virginia Re-
gion 3 includes the Counties of Ame-
lia, Brunswick, Buckingham, Char-
lotte, Cumberland, Halifax, Henry, 
Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, 
Patrick, Pittsylvania, Prince Edward, 
and the Cities of Danville and Mar-
tinsville. To find entrepreneurship 
and small business resources across 
the Southern Virginia region, visit 
www.sovarise.com.

Unemployment insurance claims 
down from the previous filing week

The Department of Workforce De-
velopment and Advancement (DWDA) 
announced that the number of initial 
unemployment insurance claims de-
creased in the latest filing week to 
1,481 and remained at typical pre-Pan-
demic volumes experienced in 2019.

For the filing week ending October 
21, the figure for seasonally unadjust-

ed initial claims for unemployment in-
surance in Virginia was 1,481, which 
was a decrease of 174 claimants from 
the previous week. Continued weeks 
claimed totaled 12,204, which was 
151 claims lower than the previous 
week but an increase of 98% from 
the 6,152 continued claims from the 
comparable week last year. An in-

dustry was reported for ninety-three 
percent of claimants. Of those, over 
half (54 percent) of continued claims 
were from professional, scientific, and 
technical services (1,838), administra-
tive and support and waste manage-
ment (1,645), manufacturing (1,506), 
and health care and social assistance 
(1,117). Eligibility for benefits is deter-
mined on a weekly basis, and so not all 
weekly claims filed result in a benefit 
payment. This is because the initial 
claims numbers represent claim appli-
cations; claims are then reviewed for 
eligibility and legitimacy.

In the week ending October 21, the 
advance U.S. figure for seasonally 
adjusted initial claims was 210,000, 
an increase of 10,000 from the previ-
ous week’s revised level. The previous 
week’s level was revised up by 2,000 

from 198,000 to 200,000. The advance 
number of actual initial claims under 
state programs[1], unadjusted, totaled 
191,892 in the week ending October 
21, an increase of 9,498 (or 5.2 percent) 
from the previous week. There were 
184,420 initial claims in the compara-
ble week in 2022.

Looking at preliminary data, most 
U.S. states reported increases on a 
seasonally unadjusted basis. Oregon’s 
preliminary weekly change (+2,477) 
was the largest increase. New York’s 
preliminary weekly change (+2,093) 
was the second largest increase. Penn-
sylvania’s preliminary weekly change 
(+1,234) was the third largest in-
crease. Georgia’s preliminary weekly 
change (+1,064) was the fourth largest 
increase. Virginia had the fifth largest 
decrease (-227).
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Youngkin Announces Eligible Taxpayers 
Will Begin to Receive Tax Rebates 

Taxpayers can go to tax.virginia.
gov/rebate and check their eligibil-
ity for this one-time tax rebate. Be-
ginning this week, tax rebates will 
begin to be distributed. Rebates 
will be sent on a rolling basis, with 
some taxpayers receiving their re-
bate within the next three weeks.  

The Commonwealth anticipates 
issuing most rebates by Novem-
ber 7th, eligible taxpayers will re-
ceive one-time tax rebates of up to 
$200 if they filed individually, and 
up to $400 if they filed jointly. To 
be eligible, taxpayers must file by 
November 1, 2023, and have had a 
2022 tax liability. 

“We’re excited to announce that 

tax rebates will begin to be distrib-
uted in the coming days. As Vir-
ginians continue to face inflation 
and high prices as a direct result 
of policies out of Washington, D.C., 
these rebates are an important 
step going into the holiday sea-
son to help Virginians keep more 
of their hard-earned money for 
gas, groceries and essentials,” said 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin. “My admin-
istration has delivered over $5 bil-
lion in tax relief to Virginians, and 
we’re pleased that these rebates 
will provide needed relief to Vir-
ginians.”   

Taxpayers who received a state 
tax refund by direct deposit this 

year will likely receive their one-
time tax rebate by direct deposit 
in the same bank account. All oth-
er eligible taxpayers will receive 
their rebate by paper check in the 
mail. 

“For the second time in two years, 
the Commonwealth is returning 
excess tax revenues to Virginia 
taxpayers,” said Secretary of Fi-
nance Stephen Cummings. “Over 
the next few weeks, more than 
$900 million will be refunded to 
taxpayers that filed a Virginia in-
come tax return for tax year 2022. 
That brings the total to $2 billion 
in excess tax receipts that are be-
ing returned directly to Virginia 

families since last fall.”   
Debt Setoff Rules Required for 

Rebates 
If a taxpayer owes money to 

Virginia Tax, or another state or 
local agency, the Commonwealth 
will use their tax rebate to satisfy 
that debt before sending the tax-
payer the remainder of the rebate 
(along with contact information for 
the agency that was owed). In the 
event a taxpayer owes more than 
the amount of the one-time tax 
rebate, Virginia Tax will send the 
taxpayer a letter explaining the 
use of the rebate toward the debt 
as well as contact information for 
the agency that was owed. 

Ferrum College Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre 
to offer Emmet Otter Winter Show

The Blue Ridge Dinner The-
atre and Ferrum College Theatre 
Arts received a special license to 
perform Emmet Otter’s Jug-Band 
Christmas for the Winter 2023 
season. The Theatre in residence 
at Ferrum College is the only The-
atre granted a license to perform 
this show to date outside of Tim-
othy Allen McDonald and Music 
Theater International (MTI).

Dr. Mirta Martin credits the 
talent and passion of the faculty, 
students and community of the 
Theatre as the reason this special 
license was granted by McDon-
ald and MTI. “This is the reason 
why this great opportunity we are 
about to unveil has come to Fer-
rum College for this very special 
Winter theatre season.”

The story of Emmett Otter is of-
ten recognized from the 1989 mov-
ie featuring Emmett Otter’s Jug 
Band Christmas which originally 
debuted as a television special in 
1977 directed by Jim Henson and 
is based on a children’s book of 
the same name inspired by “The 
Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry. The 
story was adapted for theater by 
Timothy Allen McDonald, Chris-

toper Gattelli and Paul Willams. 
MacDonald says he knows Emmet 
and Ma and all of the critters in 
Waterville will feel right at home 
with this production by Ferrum 
College.

McDonald’s journey with the 
story began almost 10 years ago 
when Paul Williams suggested it 
as his next project. The show was 
first staged with Goodspeed Mu-
sicals in Connecticut in 2008 and 
2009 where it sold out and people 
came from all over the globe be-
fore it hit some legal snags that 
kept it off stage for a decade. Once 
the rights were cleared in 2019, 
the show eventually opened at 
The New Victory Theater in New 
York City among the first eight 
Broadway shows to try to come 
back from the COVID-19 pandem-
ic closures.  

This season, the show will run 
in Ferrum, December 5-17 and in 
Chicago November 20 through De-
cember 31. Chicago rehearsals be-
gan last Sunday. While the Hen-
son puppets will be on stage in 
Chicago and brought to life thanks 
to puppeteers who sing, act, and 
dance, the Ferrum show will fea-

ture puppets made at the College 
by the Theatre staff as well as hu-
man cast members and musicians.

Rebecca Crocker, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Theatre Arts and Musical 
Theatre, said the show was a long-
time dream shared by the Theatre. 

“We crafted a letter to Tim Mc-
Donald and his response was ‘I 
can’t think of a better place for Ma 
and Emmett to be. This is an in-
credible opportunity for collabora-
tion between our students faculty, 
staff and the community to build 
puppets ourselves for this produc-
tion - it will be humans and pup-
pets together. We are incredibly 
excited!”

Emily Blankenship-Tucker will 
direct the production. She empha-
sized the Theatre’s interest in the 
show stems from the values and 
culture of their own community 
reflected in this story. “This pro-
duction is going to be an opportu-
nity for us at Ferrum College to 
show off who we are and to make 
the most of what we do best.”

Like Dr. Martin, she credits the 
heart and soul of the Blue Ridge 

Dinner Theatre as the reason the 
special license was granted. “The 
reason, I believe, why ultimately 
the creative team said ‘yes, you 
can have licensing rights’ to some-
thing that is precious to them, 
something they are still steward-
ing into making its way into the 
world, is that we told the story of 
who we are and where we are. We 
told the story of the work our stu-
dents do who are our musicians 
and our performers and our artists 
and the community that comes to-
gether as this Theatre. This com-
pany and the work we do, we see 
it as multigenerational...we play 
together and for each other.”

The dinner theatre cast will fea-
ture Ferrum College faculty, staff, 
students, musicians, community 
members and veteran performers. 

The performance will be staged 
in Scholfield Hall at Ferrum Col-
lege with luncheon and dinner 
options served in Franklin Hall. 
Call (540) 365-4336 or visit www.
ferrum.edu/play-tickets for audi-
tions, tickets and information. 

Rebecca Crocker in the Rex Stephenson Theatre at Ferrum College.
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Bat Tales Take Flight

The Misunderstood Bat was celebrated at the 
Landmark Center and the Library, with bats 
and bat facts flying at each place last week. 

Master Gardeners Jen Harrison, Jess Hines 
and Norma Bozenmayer presented a special bat 
program at Landmark Center and then flew to 
the library where they joined children’s librar-
ian Sam Edmundson for more bat fun at the li-
brary’s Storytime with bat themed books, “Nev-
er, Not Ever!” by Beatrice Alemagna and “Bat 
Jamboree” by Kathi Appelt.

Children learned bat facts and decorated their 
very own bat to fly home. 

Bats can live 10 to 30 years and can eat 1000 
insects a night. 

For more bat facts or information on other 
Master Gardener programs, email mgpcva@
gmail.com (The first picture was taken at the Landmark Center. The rest were taken at the library.)

Witches invade Willis Gap

Carolyn Inscore Choate’s niece, Linda Beck, is pictured riding Ginger, a cow owned by 
Jonathan Large.

The group of witches loaded up and spent part of a recent Saturday visiting Willis Gap 
Grocery.

Mia Jones.

Linda’s mom, Connie Inscore, is pictured with two Linda’s sisters, Nancy Beck and Sharon 
Jones. Mia Jones, center, is the adorable 3 year-old witch.

Sisters Sharon Jones, (left), is pictured with Linda Beck.

Mike Gammons is pictured with Sandy Eaton Marshall.
(Photos by Carolyn Inscore Choate)
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Monsters on Main

From the ghoulish to the cute, 
Monsters on Main were out in full 
force recently, just in time for Hal-
loween. This group was created by 

the Town of Stuart, Mattie B’s, the 
Patrick County Master Gardeners 
and PC Circuit Clerk. (By Pat Del-
aney)

Southside Virginia growers join forces 
to boost profitability of area farms 

What began as a vision five years 
ago has blossomed into a force of 
change for Southside Virginia and 
beyond.

The Southside Virginia Fruit and 
Vegetable Producers Association 
consists of about 20 growers from 
eight counties. They work together 
to feed locally grown produce to Vir-
ginia families—an idea dreamed up 
by five Charlotte County farmers in 
2018.

As primarily small vegetable 
growers, the group sought to ex-
pand marketing opportunities be-
yond direct consumer sales.

“We thought about coming to-
gether and aggregating our product 
to sell into some bigger markets,” 
explained Cornell “Brick” Goldman, 
SVFVPA president and founding 
member. “And we thought that 
in coming together, we could help 
each other—sharing equipment, 
knowledge—and become more effi-
cient as small growers.”

Support came pouring in once 
word spread about the group’s 
mission. Funds from county Farm 

Bureaus helped kickstart the ini-
tiative, and assistance from groups 
like Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, Virginia State University and 
the Virginia Foundation for Agri-
culture, Innovation and Rural Sus-
tainability helped launch SVFVPA 
into a bustling operation. 

In 2019, they began supplying 
produce to Food Lion and attract-
ing other large buyers.

“We’ve been blessed,” Goldman 
remarked. “We’ve been able to get 
new people to come in and buy from 
us each year.”

Whitney Perkins, assistant di-
rector for VA FAIRS, said it’s been 
“inspiring” to watch them work 
together. “This association real-
ly came on the backs of some core 
volunteers who had a vision and 
put in a lot of hard work to see it 
through.” 

VA FAIRS helped SVFVPA se-
cure over $739,000 in state and fed-
eral funding, including a $126,000 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Ru-
ral Business Development Grant. 
The funds supported the purchase 

of walk-in coolers and the group’s 
first refrigerated truck in 2019. 

“It’s amazing to see an actual 
reefer truck pull out with pallets of 
produce on it—I still haven’t gotten 
over that feeling,” said Amy Car-
wile, SVFVPA founding member 
and office manager. She recalled 
the group’s early days of unloading 
produce by hand from minivans.

Another $176,000 grant from 
The Tobacco Region Revitalization 
Commission funded the purchase 
of a permanent headquarters on 10 
acres of land with test plots for be-
ginning farmers. The group is set 
to move from its current space in 
January.

Perkins said the group’s passion 
for mentoring young and aspiring 
growers is especially encouraging.

“That’s an extra step that their 
association is taking that’s really 
important for their community—
making sure that pipeline of grow-
ers is sustainable,” she said.

“We always make room for new 
growers,” Goldman added. He said 
he and other experienced growers 

will sometimes offer a few acres of 
land to newcomers eager to learn. 

The group also gives back to oth-
er communities by supplying food 
banks and school systems with 
fresh produce. They work to ex-
pand their reach, with some deliv-
eries reaching food banks as far as 
Washington, D.C., and 4P Foods, 
which delivers to schools across the 
state.

“I’m just amazed at how many 
people this little band of growers 
has been able to feed,” Carwile 
said. “We’re a group of people that 
love farming and growing produce 
for anyone that has a need or de-
sire.”

The organization continues to ex-
pand its operations and resources, 
growing by about 25% annually, 
and transitioning from a volunteer 
workforce to a paid one.

Membership is open to anyone. 
Annual dues of $100 per farm are 
primarily intended to ensure com-
mitment from growers. Those in-
terested are encouraged to contact 
Carwile at 434-391-4754. 

Thank You for reading The Enterprise
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As of October 23, 2023, there was NO designated records officer.  Is this
the “in-office experience” Patrick County is supposed to put their faith
in?  Burned materials, no proper record disposal, no completed
paperwork as mandated by the Code?

CLERK OF COURT

§ 42.1-86.1. Disposition of public records.  No agency shall destroy or discard a public record unless (i) the record
appears on a records retention and disposition schedule approved pursuant to § 42.1-82 and the record's
retention period has expired; (ii) a certificate of records destruction, as designated by the Librarian of Virginia, has
been properly completed and approved by the agency's designated records officer;

interim clerk’s mom and friend Clean out
“stuff” then burn circuit court materials

with NO record of what was burned... 

Was it confidential? We will never know. 
Did they follow the Library of Virginia Record Management guidelines? NO, only
the designated record officer can destroy public records, confidential or public. 
Does the Interim Clerk even know the guidelines exist? Ms. Boothe never
completed the necessary paperwork with the Library of Virginia, so it would seem
she does not. 
Should Patrick County put their trust in an Interim Clerk who proceeds
recklessly, without learning the proper steps of how to complete a transition of
an office?
NO!  Put your confidence in a candidate that will stand up for what is right for the
good of the citizens.  A candidate that will maintain transparency, integrity, and
accountability.  That candidate is Erica Cipko Wade. 

       This is Yet another example of         
“not knowing what you don’t know”

This post to the left, made on October 11, 2023, was DELETED off
of Facebook shortly after these comments were made.  Does
that show transparency and give confidence to the voting
public? Brenda Boothe is Morgan Boothe’s mother. Neither
Brenda Boothe or Lacy [Harris] are sworn Deputy Clerks for
the Patrick County Clerk’s Office.

NOVEMBER 7, 2023
YOUR VOTE MATTERS,
MAKE IT COUNT ON 

This Ad is paid for by Erica Cipko Wade for Clerk

October 11, 2023

11/2  10-5
All Day Fun!

11/3  10-5 With
Buckin’ Good Eats food truck 11:30-2

Follow us to learn more 
Mattie-Bs.com

105 N. Main Street, Stuart

Celebrating 10 Years
Join the Fun!

Jonathan Wood
for 

Peters Creek Supervisor
GOALS:
e Provide a transparent government in all financial matters and
   other dealings.
e A budget at the county and departmental level (sheriff ’s
   office, school system, health and welfare, etc) that all people can
   understand.
e Add business and industry that provides good paying jobs with
   benefits for ourselves and children
e Balanced budget without tax increases.
e Allow for greater public input and participation in BOS
   meetings without making the speakers feel as they are on trial.
e Increased support for Fire and Rescue.
e Push for access to 24-hour medical care.
e Increased infrastructure including internet access.

Paid for by Jonathan Wood for Supervisor 
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This historical home was built in 1837 and features a lot of its original character. There are 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and 4 non-conform-
ing bedrooms. The home sits on 9.26 acres.  Bassett $495,000

ONLINE AUCTIONS

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer

Lic# 2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office

2016 - 2022”

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA

ONLINE AUCTIONS

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer

Lic# 2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office

2016 - 2022”

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA

FEATURED LISTINGS

WOOLWINE, VA

WOOLWINE VA

STUART, VA

PATRICK  SPRINGS, VA

Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick home on 3.4 acres of land. The 
home has a full, unfinished basement and a nice deck overlooking 
the backyard and creek. $190,000

Check out this wooded 12.394 acre property that features multiple 
springs and a stream. It offers great road frontage and would be 
ideal for a permanent home, weekend getaway, or hunting cabin. 
$75,000

Check out this 33 acre tract that features a mix of wooded and 
pasture land. Property has a well, septic, underground utilities 
and a nice stream. $240,000

Wooded 7.2 acre building site for sale. Property would be great 
for your dream country home! $47,000 

Farms - Homes - Land - Estates - Personal Property
Interested in selling? Our Jumpstart Program might be the answer! Contact us today for more information at (540) 745-2005. 

Lic.#0226000240

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com
www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

STUART, VA

Nice +/- 1.05 acre building lot. The property is mostly level and 
would be ideal for a new home!

PENDING

MEADOWS OF DAN, VA

Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath mountain home on +/- 6.6 acres. 
Home offers breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

SOLD

Stunning 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath home on +/- 323 acres of land. 
Property has over 1.6 miles of frontage on the North Fork of the 
Smith River. 

STUART, VA

PENDING

Beautiful mountain cottage on 3+ acres of land with creeks and 
springs. Home has 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and just over 1,000 
sq ft of finished living space. 

MEADOWS OF DAN, VA

PENDING


