
Amended hunting rules target 
cut in county’s deer population

By Judy Ferring
State deer hunting regulations, 

population status and management 
objectives for Patrick County have 
been amended by the Virginia State 
Department of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR), largely due to detection of 
chronic wasting disease (CWD) last 
year in North Carolina, within 10 
miles of the county’s border. Regu-
lations pertain only to private land; 
publicly held land is regulated sep-
arately.

Overall, the DWR strategy is to 
reduce deer herd densities by in-
creasing the buck and antlerless 
deer kill in CWD-affected areas. It 
includes prohibiting the use of arti-
ficial food sources (bait piles, feed-
ers, mineral licks, etc.) in Patrick 
County as well as in 36 other coun-
ties in the state.

In addition, all deer harvested in 
Patrick County on opening day (No-
vember 18) of the firearms season 
must be tested for CWD. Additional 
testing for the disease will be avail-
able throughout the season.

The state’s deer hunting regula-
tions are evaluated and amended 
every other year, effective in the 
odd years.

How we got here
The DWR’s management plan in-

corporates any county located with-
in 10 miles of a CWD detection into 
a disease management area (DMA), 
according to Justin Folks, DWR’s 
deer project leader, and Katie Mar-
tin, its deer-bear-turkey biologist. 
Due to a North Carolina detection, 
Patrick County has been added 
to Disease Management Area 3 
(DMA3), which also includes Car-
roll, Floyd, Montgomery and Pulas-
ki counties.

DMA3 was established in 2021 
when a 2.5 year-old male deer le-
gally harvested in November 2020 
in Montgomery County, VA was 
confirmed to be infected with CWD.  
Up until that time, the closest case 
of  CWD in Virginia had been found 
more than 160 miles away, in Mad-
ison County.

The presence of CWD is not 
quickly or easily discernible. At the 
time of the November 2020 harvest 
in Montgomery County, the hunter 
had not noticed any outward signs 
of disease and the deer appeared to 
be in good condition.

Further surveillance since 2021 
has detected 11 cases of CWD-in-
fected deer in DMA3: 6 in Mont-
gomery, 4 in Floyd, and 1 in Pu-
laski). Additionally, CWD has been 

Goad selected as Grand 
Marshal of the Meadows 
of Dan Christmas Parade
Trinity Goad, a long-time com-

munity servant, was selected to be 
the Grand Marshal of this year’s 
Meadows of Dan Christmas Parade, 
held annually on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. 

Goad, who along with Bren-
da Quesenberry (now deceased), 
“spoke the” parade into existence 
13 years ago. The two “immediately 
set about acquiring the permits and 
choosing a date that took all other 
county events into consideration—
the Saturday after Thanksgiving 
was decided on. This is still the day 
the Meadows of Dan Christmas pa-
rade is held every year,” according 
to Angie Dribben, who has since 
moved to the Meadows of Dan com-
munity.

“At the parade, you can always ex-
pect Santa to make an appearance 
as well as classic cars, chromed-
out tractor trailers, and a Ruritan 
club’s float,” Dribben wrote. “The 
other excitement to anticipate is the 
Grand Marshal, who is often chosen 
because they are someone who con-
tributes to the community without 
seeking recognition or profit. In 

years past, we’ve honored generous 
community members like Betty Lou 
Banks, Annalee Shelor, Pat Stan-
ley, and Brenda Quesenberry.

“These are folks who show up for 
fundraisers like Pancake Days, Hot-
dog Socials, and Spaghetti Suppers. 

Opening of new school 
board office now official 

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County School Board 

celebrated the opening of its new 
school board office with an official 
ribbon cutting to coincide with its 
November 9 meeting.

Schools Superintendent Jason 
Wood said the school system is very 
blessed to have a building that al-
lows for staff development, situat-
ing many of its departments under 
one roof, and training for staff.

“Also, where we can be a bless-

ing to the community and hopeful-
ly continue to open our doors to the 
county for meetings they may have. 
Also, for all of the events on Main 
Street, I think it’s a blessing that 
we own the parking lot so that we 
can help and actually be a blessing 
to the community,” he said.

Shannon Harrell, of the Blue 
Ridge District, said one of the pri-
mary reasons for the building is its 
purpose to serve as a showcase for 

Wildfire now 70 percent contained

By Taylor Boyd
A wildfire that involved 1,100-

1,200 acres at its highest point was 
estimated to be 70 percent con-
tained as of Monday. 

“That number should go up again 
today. We got a few little hotspots 
out there we’re mopping up. We’ve 
still got boots on the ground, Vir-

ginia Forestry, U.S. Forestry, and 
some of the Woolwine people are 
still here,” Patrick County Emer-
gency Management Services (EMS) 
Director Scottie Cassell said.

Cassell said crews are still hold-
ing around 1,100-1,200 acres, but 
that total may go down once they 
are able to get in and take inven-

tory.
There has been no damage to any 

property or injuries to people, he 
said of the blaze that has affected 
portions of the Ravens Den, Tug-
gles Gap, and Blue Ridge Parkway 
areas in Woolwine.

Cassell has said emergency crews 
worked tirelessly to create fire con-
tainment lines to safeguard lives, 

properties, and structures in the 
affected areas. Containment is de-
fined as a control line that has been 
completed around the fire, and any 
associated spot fires, which can 
reasonably be expected to stop the 
fire’s spread. 

At a press conference last week, 
Patrick County Administrator Beth 
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 (See Grand Marshal p. 7)

 (See Hunting Rules p. 11)

 (See Wildfire p. 3)

 (See School Board Office p. 3)

A portion of the parking lot at the Tuggles Gap Roadside Inn was used by emergency 
vehicles, including the Henry County Department of Public Safety/Sheriff’s Office 
command center.

Firefighters have faced extremely dry conditions, as evidenced by the low water level at 
Phillpott Lake, near Ryan’s Branch. (Photo by Pat Delaney)

The Patrick County School Board and Stuart town officials held a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate the opening of the new Patrick County School Board office. Pictured, left to right, 
are Bryce Simmons, Rob Coleman, Ryan Lawson, Walter Scott, Jason Wood, Amy Walker, 
Shannon Harrell and Rebecca Adcock.

 Trinity Goad will lead the Meadows of Dan 
Christmas Parade.

Donations from walking 
tours fund scholarship

By Staff Reports
Another Patrick County student 

will receive help with their educa-
tion from the Perry Family Scholar-
ship thanks to donations received at 
recent walking tours at the Laurel 
Hill Farm in Ararat.

Thomas D. “Tom” Perry hosted 
two free tours of the J. E. B. Stuart 
Birthplace on November 4. The date 
also marked Perry’s birthday.

“I did it on my birthday on pur-
pose, because there is no place I 
would rather be,” said Perry, who 
worked for many years, raising 
funds to buy and preserve the prop-

erty and then complete various proj-
ects that help tell the story of the 
family, the working farm previously 
located on the property, and provide 
recreational activities in the pres-
ent day, such as walking trails.

Several people attended the 
morning tour, which kicked off at a 
historical marker on the property.

“The old road bed to Stuart went 
that way, Mount Airy was that 
way,” Perry said, indicating the di-
rection by pointing first in one, then 
the other direction. “Stuart, which 
was then Taylorsville, was 25 miles 

Those participating in the morning tour walk to another site. (Photos by Desmond Kendrick)

 (See Walking Tours p. 7)
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This pretty tricolor hound was found on Willis 
Road in Meadows of Dan. Someone must really 
miss her.

This guy with the sweet expression was found 
on Dry Pond Hwy., near Peters Creek.

If you recognize either of these dogs, please 
call the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259. To view available 
pets, visit or check out the shelter’s Facebook 
page. Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and a rabies vaccination.

Pets of the Week
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YOU
I would like to thank the citizens of 

Patrick County for their trust and support. 
I am honored to serve Patrick County as 

Commissioner of the Revenue.

GLENNDA C. 
MORSE
PATRICK COUNTY

COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE
Paid by Glennda C. Morse Commissioner of the Revenue Elect

105 N. Main St., Stuart, VA 
276-694-4438

https://www.mattie-bs.com

Shop
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• BOGO KAVU Ropebags
• Free Birthstone With Your Purchase 

of Kinsey Necklace And Initial

• Buy One, Get One 
50% Off Hair Accessories 
• Buy a Top. Get a Pair 

of Pants 40% off

• Register to win Sheila Fajl earrings
eeee VISIT MY NEIGHBORS!! eeee

• Quilted Colors Giveaway! 
One entry for every $10 spent

• The Hatteras Pearl • New vendors joining daily
 

NFPA urges extra caution 
when preparing your 
Thanksgiving feast, 

by far the leading day of the year 
for U.S. home cooking fires

The National Fire Protection As-
sociation® (NFPA®) urges added 
caution when cooking on Thanks-
giving Day, by far the leading day 
of the year for home cooking fires. 
In 2021, an estimated 1,160 home 
cooking fires were reported to U.S 
fire departments on Thanksgiving 
Day, reflecting a 297 percent in-
crease over the daily average.

“Thanksgiving is a hectic holiday 
with multiple dishes cooking and 
baking at the same time, along with 
lots of guests, entertaining, and 
other distractions that can make it 
easy to lose sight of what’s on the 
stove or in the oven,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA. “With all 
these factors at play, it’s not sur-
prising that the number of cooking 
fires spikes so dramatically.”

Overall, cooking is the leading 
cause of U.S. home fires and inju-
ries, and the second-leading cause 
of home fire deaths. Unattended 
cooking is the leading contribut-
ing factor in cooking fires and fire 
deaths.

“Keeping a close eye on what’s 
cooking and minimizing the likeli-
hood of getting distracted are key 
steps people can take to ensure a 
festive, fire-free holiday,” said Car-
li.

Following are additional tips and 
recommendations from NFPA to 
help cook safely on Thanksgiving:

*Never leave the kitchen while 
cooking on the stovetop. Some 
types of cooking, especially those 
that involve frying or sautéing with 
oil, need continuous attention.

*When cooking a turkey, remain 

at home and check it regularly.
*Make use of timers to keep 

track of cooking times, particularly 
for foods that require longer cook 
times.

*Keep things that can catch fire 
like oven mitts, wooden utensils, 
food wrappers, and towels at least 
three feet away from the cooking 
area.

*Avoid long sleeves and hanging 
fabrics that can come in contact 
with a heat source.

*Always cook with a lid beside 
your pan. If a small grease fire 
starts, smother the flames by slid-
ing the lid over the pan, then turn 
off the burner. Do not remove the 
cover because the fire could start 
again. Let the pan cool for a long 
time.

*For an oven fire, turn off the 
heat and keep the door closed. Only 
open the door once you’re confident 
the fire is completely out, standing 
to the side as you do. If you have 
any doubts or concerns, contact the 
fire department for assistance.

*Keep children and pets at least 
three feet away from the stove and 
areas where hot food or drink is 
prepared or carried. Hot foods and 
liquids should be placed away from 
table and counter edges.

In addition, NFPA strongly dis-
courages the use of turkey fryers 
that use cooking oil, which can 
cause devastating burns. For a safe 
alternative, NFPA recommends 
purchasing a fried turkey from a 
grocery store or restaurant or buy-
ing a fryer that does not use oil.

For more information, visit www.
nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and stan-
dards can be viewed online for free 
at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

Online Shopping Scams
Social media has be-

come a dangerous market-
place. Scammers are great 
at creating slick ads and 
professional looking web-
sites and for minimal cost 
they can force them into 
your feed. According to the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion, $2.7 billion in report-
ed fraud losses have been 

tied to social media since 
2021 and 44% of those 
came from fake sales.

Look out for any online 
sales that are too good to 
be true; experts say to be 
suspicious of anything 
marked down 55% or 
more. Also be wary of any 
product or websites that 
offer popular or hard-to 

find products at a steep-
ly discounted price. Pur-
chasing products on these 
sites can lead to shoddy 
products being delivered 
or receiving nothing at all. 
Worse, the site could steal 
your payment information 
or upload credential-steal-
ing malware onto your de-
vice.

Links cannot be trust-
ed – whether from a so-
cial media post, an ad, 
an email or a text. Shop 
on sites you trust, and 
always go directly to the 
online store by typing the 
web address into your 
browser.

The AARP Fraud Watch 
Network is a free resource 
for all. Learn how to pro-
actively spot scams or get 
guidance if you’ve been 
targeted. Visit www.aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork or 
call our dedicated helpline 
to speak to a fraud special-
ist at 1-877-908-3360.

To learn more about 
AARP Virginia, like us 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/aarpvirginia 
and follow @AARPVa on 
Twitter at www.twitter.
com/aarpva.

VADOC aims to 
hire more veterans 

As America recognizes the men 
and women who have served this 
great country on the 69th Veterans 
Day, the Virginia Department of 
Corrections (VADOC) would like to 
remind our military veterans that 
the VADOC values our veterans 
and their families, and the Depart-
ment is committed to supporting 
them with employment opportuni-
ties.

Around 7.5 percent of the VA-
DOC’s more than 11,000 employees 
are veterans, who bring with them 
a wealth of skills, experience, and 
abilities that enable them to excel 
in their new roles. In return, we 
provide a competitive salary, excel-
lent benefits, and numerous oppor-
tunities for professional growth and 
advancement.

Employment opportunities at the 
VADOC range from security to food 
service, maintenance, nursing, in-
formation technology, and much 
more from the Eastern Shore to the 
Appalachian Mountains. The De-
partment has boosted its veteran 
ranks by its strong connection with 
the Virginia Department of Veter-
ans Services whose V3 initiative 
links veterans with employers.

“As veterans have displayed their 
commitment to serving the United 

States of America, the Virginia De-
partment of Corrections is equally 
committed to ensuring employment 
opportunities for those who served,” 
said VADOC Director Chadwick 
Dotson. “Leadership and integri-
ty are just two of the transferra-
ble qualities veterans possess that 
make them excellent candidates for 
careers with the Department and 
we hope veterans consider VADOC 
as a career option, either post-mili-
tary career or while in reserve.” 

Virginia is home to one of the 
largest veteran populations in the 
United States, with more than 
691,000 veterans residing in the 
Commonwealth. Virginia’s popula-
tion of more than 8.6 million ranks 
12th in the nation. Virginia ranks 
5th in the number of veterans and 
has the second-highest percentage 
of veterans among all U.S. states.

To view open job opportunities, 
please visit https://vadoc.virginia.
gov/job-opportunities/ and apply. 
Job openings are updated each 
Friday. Follow the VADOC on so-
cial media to stay informed about 
the Department’s regional hiring 
events. Don’t miss your opportu-
nity to start your new career with 
the Virginia Department of Correc-
tions.

Initial Unemployment 
Insurance Claims Increase

Data from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Workforce Development 
and Advancement (DWDA) indi-
cates that the number of initial 
unemployment insurance claims 
increased in the latest filing week 
to 1,730 and remained at typical 
pre-Pandemic volumes experienced 
in 2019.

For the filing week ending No-
vember 4, the figure for seasonally 
unadjusted initial claims for unem-
ployment insurance in Virginia was 
1,730, which was a decrease of 70 
claimants from the previous week. 
Continued weeks claimed totaled 
12,341, which was unchanged from 
the previous week and an increase 
of 78% from the 6,951 continued 
claims from the comparable week 
last year. An industry was reported 
for ninety-three percent of contin-
ued claims. Of those, over half (53 
percent) of continued claims were 
from professional, scientific, and 
technical services (1,851), adminis-
trative and support and waste man-
agement (1,715), manufacturing 
(1,410), and health care and social 
assistance (1,096). Eligibility for 
benefits is determined on a weekly 
basis, and so not all weekly claims 
filed result in a benefit payment. 

This is because the initial claims 
numbers represent claim applica-
tions; claims are then reviewed for 
eligibility and legitimacy. 

In the week ending November 
4, the advance U.S. figure for sea-
sonally adjusted initial claims was 
217,000, a decrease of 3,000 from 
the previous week’s revised level. 
The previous week’s level was re-
vised up by 3,000 from 217,000 to 
220,000. The advance number of ac-
tual initial claims under state pro-
grams, unadjusted, totaled 213,132 
in the week ending November 4, an 
increase of 13,826 (or 6.9 percent) 
from the previous week. There were 
206,079 initial claims in the compa-
rable week in 2022.

Looking at preliminary data, most 
U.S. states reported increases on a 
seasonally unadjusted basis. Cali-
fornia’s preliminary weekly change 
(+3,416) was the largest increase. 
New York’s preliminary weekly 
change (+2,457) was the second 
largest increase. Pennsylvania’s 
preliminary weekly change (+1,677) 
was the third largest increase. Min-
nesota’s preliminary weekly change 
(+1,510) was the fourth largest in-
crease. Virginia had the fourth larg-
est decrease (-314).
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Wildfire
(cont. from page 1)
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We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

School Board Office
(cont. from page 1)

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Simms said, “Wildlife firefighting is 
a process, and operations can last 
for days.”

This blaze began as a brush fire 
on October 30 when a tree fell onto 
a powerline and knocked it down, 
according to Kenny Brady, a mem-
ber of the Woolwine Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Fire crews in Patrick County were 
joined by those from Henry, Floyd, 
Carroll, Montgomery, Franklin 
counties, the City of Martinsville, 
and Surry County, N.C., officials 
have said. 

By last week, “the Virginia Na-
tional Guard, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry (VDOF), Virginia 

Department of Emergency Manage-
ment, National Park Service, and 
other pertinent agencies are coor-
dinating in the ongoing operation,” 
and the Virginia National Guard 
was expected to provide a Black-
hawk helicopter to drop water on 
the fire, Simms said. 

Also last week, officials noted that 
residents may continue to see fire 
spread, but the spread is controlled 
when containment is in place. 

Simms added first responders 
successfully kept the fire from 
reaching 20 structures. 

Rain and cooler temperatures 
have helped fire crews contain the 
blaze, but the conditions remain 

dry.
To ensure safety, travelers were 

asked to avoid the affected area and 
be vigilant of increased emergency 
vehicle traffic. 

A county-wide burn ban is still in 
effect and will remain in effect until 
further notice. 

Gov. Glenn Youngkin declared a 
State of Emergency on November 
6, specifically addressing what has 
been referred to as the Tuggles Gap 
Fire. 

Continuous emergency personnel 
presence and patrols are in effect 
throughout the duration of this in-
cident. 

First responders extended their 

gratitude to Nick Bieneck, owner of 
Tuggle’s Gap Roadside Inn, for his 
support in providing a command 
center, accommodations for fire-
fighters, and nourishment. Crews 
also appreciate the “overwhelming 
support from residents and busi-
ness owners in Patrick, Floyd, and 
Henry counties who have generous-
ly contributed food, beverages, and 
personal hygiene items. For the 
time being no additional donations 
of goods are needed.”

For concerns about home safety, 
call the nonemergency number for 
the Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 
(276) 694-3161. In case of an imme-
diate threat, dial 911. 

Patrick County Administrator Beth Simms at a press 
conference last week.

Snacks, beverages, and personal care items are pictured at the Tuggles Gap Roadside Inn, which was instrumental in 
supporting firefighters. (Photos by Taylor Boyd)

the work students produce.
“Not only will students display 

their work in the CTE (Career and 
Technical Education) Marketplace 
daily, but art displays, science fairs, 
and student presentations in the 
large room for community members 
to come in and see,” she said.

While the conversation about the 
new building began with the need 
to protect the school system’s serv-
ers and renovate the technology 
building, Harrell said it evolved 
into creating a space that could 
also serve its students and accom-
modate the staff.

“To our students, this building 
is for you. It’s a space where your 
dreams are not only welcomed but 

celebrated. It’s a place where your 
hard work will be proudly displayed 
for all to see,” she said. “May you 
find inspiration inside these walls, 
and may you continue to strive for 
greatness in every endeavor you 
pursue. May this building be a sym-
bol of our collective commitment to 
education and a source of pride for 
the entire community.”

Walter Scott, chairman and of 
the Smith River District, said the 
new building was possible because 
of the assistance of several individ-
uals and organizations, including 
former interim superintendent Da-
vid Martin, several board members, 
Hopkins Lumber, Clark Brothers, 
the taxpayers, and others.

He noted this could not have been 
done without the taxpayers of Pat-
rick County. 

“A lot of you were very skepti-
cal of what we were doing here. 
Wasting money and those kinds of 
things. Sales and use tax, do you all 
remember that one? Twenty per-
cent of this building was paid for by 
sales and use tax,” he said.

Scott said the rest of the build-
ing was paid for by grants, or ‘free’ 
money to Patrick County.

“Without the sales and use tax, 
we would have never done this. 
That was a big player in making 
this happen,” he said.

Stuart Town Manager Bryce 
Simmons read a letter of apprecia-

tion recognizing the school division, 
the school board, and the staff that 
worked to complete the new facil-
ity.

The school board later approved 
turning the former school board of-
fice back over to the county. 

In other matters, the board:
*Approved the personnel report 

as amended.
*Approved the religious exemp-

tions.
*Read a letter from Carol Vernon 

about the new tennis courts at Pat-
rick County High School (PCHS).

*Heard the superintendent’s up-
date.

*Approved the consent agenda.
*Approved the revised budget.

The Patrick County School Board and staff celebrated the 
full accreditation of various schools.

Patrick County Assistant Superintendent of Instruction 
Andrea Cassell and Assistant Superintendent of 
Administration Shannon Brown received certificates of 
appreciation.

Stuart Town Manager Bryce Simmons read a letter 
supporting the school division, the school board, and the 
staff that worked to complete the new school board office.
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Bidennomics Myths
(Daily Signal, Newsmax, The 

Federalist, MRCTV, Moody’s, Tru-
flation, Joint Committee of Taxa-
tion, Tax Foundation)

President Biden touts the success 
of Bidenomics. Central to Bide-
nomics is The Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA) which he managed to get 
passed. Biden himself has admitted 
that the IRA has nothing to do with 
inflation but contains the following 
6 primary benefits for the American 
people listed below.

A closer examination of the facts 
reveals a very different story.

Lowering costs for families: Data 
from Truflation paints a much dif-
ferent story than the White House. 
According to Truflation’s U.S. ag-
gregate data, the true inflation rate 
is 23.9 percent, which they report is 
the compounded inflation rate since 
January 2020. But, if you go from 
January 20, 2021, when Biden took 
office, the aggregated inflation rate 
was at 2.749 percent. That means 
that the aggregated inflation rate 
has jumped 21.151 percent since he 
became the president. According to 
Moody’s analysts, inflation and new 
regulations has cost the average 
American family $10,000.

Increasing energy security: The 
IRA provides a $7,500 tax credit for 
wealthy individuals who can afford 
to pay from $60,000 to $80,000 for 
a new EV, but it provides no relief 
to lower income Americans who are 
pinching pennies to repair or re-
place old cars. The IRA also enables 
the government to distribute more 
than $350 billion worth of loans and 
grants to green energy projects na-
tionwide while imposing stringent 
fees and regulations on convention-
al energy companies, jeopardizing 
millions of good paying energy jobs.

Restoring fairness to the tax 

code: The IRA provides massive tax 
subsidies to the least taxed corpo-
rations: green energy companies. 
Companies with more than $1 bil-
lion in revenue receive more than 
90 % of the tax benefits, over half 
of which are banks, and insurers, 
according to the Joint Committee of 
Taxation.

Job Creation: More than 70 % of 
all jobs gained since 2021 were jobs 
recovered from the pandemic. Job 
growth has never reached pre pan-
demic levels. According to the Tax 
Foundation, the IRA’s burdensome 
taxes on manufacturers will cost 
29,000 jobs.

Cutting the deficit: The Joint 
Committee on Taxation recently 
adjusted the estimated cost of the 
IRA to cost more than $650 billion, 
240% higher than the original pro-
jections. Goldman Sachs estimates 
the costs will be even higher, total-
ing $1.2 trillion.

The IRA estimates that its cli-
mate regulations will reduce US 
carbon emissions by 1 billion metric 
tons, a figure that members of the 
Democratic party say is not possi-
ble. The US has steadily decreased 
emissions since the mid-2000s. 
Chinas emissions continue to sky-
rocket, as do those of other Asians 
nations. The IRA does not compel 
China or other Asian nations to re-
duce their emissions, meaning the 
global effect of US reductions will 
be negligible. Bidens new crippling 
green energy regulations will lead 
companies to offshore more Amer-
ican manufacturing jobs, weaken 
our supply chains, and deepen our 
reliance on the Chinese Communist 
Party.

Pray for our country.
William Salser,
Stuart

Remembering Veterans
Each year on No-

vember 11 we cele-
brate Veterans’ Day, 
honoring our fellow 
Americans who have 
served our country 
in the United States 
Armed Forces.

Originally called 
Armistice Day, com-
memorating the end 
of World War I at 
the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month in 1918. Unfortunately, 
the “war to end all wars” was not 
the end and the day was renamed 
Veterans’ Day, recognizing all 
of the other conflicts our brave 
men and women in uniform have 
fought in.

This year’s Veterans’ Day coin-
cides with the anniversary of the 
end of a number of major conflicts 
in our country’s history.

This year is the 50th anniversa-
ry of the official end of the Viet-
nam War. On January 27, 1973, 
the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam, the Republic of Vietnam, 
the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of 
South Vietnam, and the United 
States signed a peace agreement 
known as the Paris Peace Ac-
cords. By August 1972, the last of 
our infantry battalions had with-
drawn from Vietnam. The Paris 
Peace Accords in 1973 removed 
any remaining American troops 
from the conflict.

Unfortunately, despite the 
peace agreement, fighting be-
tween the North and South Viet-
namese resumed not even a day 
later and continued for more than 
two years.

The war lasted almost 20 years 
and it is estimated anywhere from 
1.3 to 3.4 million people lost their 
lives during the conflict. Approx-
imately 58,000 Americans died in 
the war and 153,000 Americans 
were wounded. Keep in mind that 
those who were listed as wound-
ed may not include those who 
came back with some degree of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

About nine million American 
military personnel served on ac-
tive duty during the Vietnam War 
era, with more than 2.7 million 
Americans serving on the ground 
in Vietnam. Today, there are 
about 6.3 million veterans still 
alive. According to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, there 
are 203,807 Vietnam veterans 
living in Virginia.

This year is also the 70th an-
niversary of the end of the Ko-
rean war. In 1950, North Korea 
invaded South Korea following 
years of hostilities. After a little 
more than three years, the fight-
ing ended with the signing of the 
Korean Armistice Agreement on 
July 27, 1953.

In just three years, approxi-
mately three million people died 
in the war. Approximately 36,000 
Americans died in the war and 
103,000 were wounded. About 

5.7 million American servicemen 
and women served on active duty 
during the war, with 1.7 million 
serving on the ground in Korea. 
According to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, there are 
1,165,000 Korean War veterans 
still living today. Of those, there 
are 31,535 living in Virginia.

Along with our Korean and 
Vietnam War veterans, we must 
not fail to recognize the thou-
sands of World War II veterans 
that are still with us and the 
many veterans who served more 
recently in the Desert Shield/
Desert Storm conflict and during 
the Global War on Terror in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, etc. In 
total today, about 16.5 million liv-
ing Americans have served in our 
armed forces.

I recently had the pleasure of 
meeting a remarkable veteran, 
Marcus Luttrell, who was on Cap-
itol Hill visiting his brother, Con-
gressman Morgan Luttrell. Mar-
cus is a retired Navy SEAL who 
received the Navy Cross and Pur-
ple Heart for his actions in 2005, 
fighting against the Taliban. He 
fought in Operation Red Wings 
in Afghanistan, in which he was 
the lone survivor. His story was 
featured in the 2013 movie, Lone 
Survivor, where he was played by 
Mark Wahlberg. The movie was 
based on Luttrell’s 2007 book of 
the same name.

As the Athenian Greek histo-
rian and general Thucydides (c. 
460-400 BC) said, “the bravest 
are surely those who have the 
clearest vision of what is before 
them, glory and danger alike, and 
yet notwithstanding, go out to 
meet it.”

During this Veterans’ Day sea-
son, I’d ask everyone to reflect on 
what called these brave men and 
women to risk their lives to serve 
their country and to consider the 
tremendous debt we owe them.

Thank you to our veterans, like 
Marcus, who served their country 
in the most extraordinary way.

I urge you to thank any vet-
erans you come across in your 
life, including family members, 
friends, and neighbors. It is the 
least we can do to honor the he-
roes who risked their lives for our 
freedoms.

If you have questions, concerns, 
or comments, call my Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-1405, Chris-
tiansburg office at (540) 381-
5671, or to reach my office via 
email, visit www.morgangriffith.
house.gov. 

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Mayberry Trading 
Post selected for grant
The Mayberry Trading Post in 

Meadows of Dan was among 131 
small businesses, Destination 
Marketing Organizations (DMOs), 
downtown business associations, 
and chambers of commerce as part 
of the Virginia Tourism Corpora-
tion’s (VTC) Microbusiness Mar-
keting Leverage Program (MMLP) 
to receive a portion of more than 
$757,000 in matching grant funds.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin an-
nounced the awards last week. 
The Meadows of Dan project will 
receive $5,000 in the program de-
signed to leverage local marketing 
dollars with matching state funds 
to increase visitation and traveler 
spending in the off-season. This 
funding cycle, local partners will 
commit more than $1.1 million 
in private-public sector funds to 
match the VTC funding, provid-
ing more than $1.9 million in new 
marketing activity focused on 
small businesses and off-season 
visitation. Funding will be award-
ed to 131 marketing programs, ul-
timately impacting 655 combined 
partners, and supporting more 
than 1,300 jobs.

“Driving tourism during the 
off-season is part of our strategy 
to grow Virginia’s economy,” said 
Youngkin. “These programs will 
help bring in year-round over-
night visitation which will sup-
port small businesses and jobs in 
localities across Virginia. In 2022, 
the tourism industry supported 
more than 210,000 jobs in Virgin-
ia and travelers spent over $83 
million per day in Virginia, and 
we will continue to grow thanks to 
these programs.”

“Virginia Tourism’s Microbusi-
ness Marketing Leverage Program 
provides the tourism industry 
with the tools they need to suc-
ceed and thrive in an incredibly 
competitive landscape,” said Rita 
McClenny, President and CEO 

of Virginia Tourism Corporation. 
“Tourism is a multibillion-dollar 
industry in Virginia, and it is im-
perative that we are able to mar-
ket the abundance of travel expe-
riences across the Commonwealth 
year-round and invite travelers to 
discover for themselves why Vir-
ginia is for Lovers.”

The VTC Microbusiness Market-
ing Leverage Program is designed 
to increase visitor spending by 
leveraging limited marketing dol-
lars, to stimulate new tourism 
marketing through partnerships, 
and to extend the Virginia is for 
Lovers brand to drive off-season 
visitation. Using the hub and 
spoke tourism model, five Virgin-
ia entities partner financially to 
apply for funding. Partners may 
consist of Virginia cities, towns, 
counties, convention and visitors’ 
bureaus, chambers of commerce, 
other local or regional destination 
marketing organizations, private 
businesses, museums, attractions, 
cultural events, and other tour-
ism-related businesses. 

The VTC Microbusiness Mar-
keting Program was created in 
2022 to provide marketing fund-
ing to target off-season visitation 
to tourism-oriented small busi-
nesses with less than 20 full-time 
employees. Designed to drive 
overnight visitation during fall, 
winter, and early spring, the pro-
gram provided up to $10,000 in 
matching dollars for marketing 
initiatives. Small businesses were 
eligible for up to $5,000, while 
DMOs, downtown business associ-
ations, and chambers of commerce 
were eligible for up to $10,000.

VTC will have additional Mar-
keting Program grant and spon-
sorship rounds opening through-
out 2024. Organizations and 
businesses that are interested in 
applying may visit vatc.org/grants 
for more information.
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
George’s Mill 
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
Several weeks ago, I wrote about Mrs. Mary 

Clark Mooney’s father, William Hughes Clark, 
building a mill downtown on the Mayo Riv-
er. Clark built the mill in 1885 and ran it for 
several years before selling it to Robert Lee 
George and Thomas Jefferson George of the 
Francisco community of Stokes County, North 
Carolina. 

The George brothers were very familiar 
with what it took to run a successful mill. 
Their father, Robert William “Bob” George, 
was a minister who also owned a successful 
mill in Stokes County. Reverend Bob and his 
wife, Margaret Hatcher George, had a house-
ful of children, but for this story, we will focus 
on the two sons that moved to Stuart - Robert 
Lee and Thomas Jefferson George.

Thomas Jefferson (T. J.) George married 
Miss Minnie Handy, the daughter of Beverage 
Handy and Rebecca McGhee Handy on the 4th 
of May 1904. Robert Lee (R. L.) George mar-
ried Miss Elva May Shockley, the daughter of 
John Calvin Shockley and Lelia Howard Sta-
ples in January of 1908. In the 1910 census, 
the George brothers and their little families 
lived next door to each other. R. L. listed his 
occupation as dry goods salesman and T. J. 
listed his occupation as merchant.  

On November 4, 1913, tragedy struck. R. 
L. George died suddenly. It was believed his 
death was caused from a fractured skull he 
had received over a year before and never 
quite completely recovered. He was survived 
by his wife, Elva and his two sons, Robert Wil-
liam George and John Shockley George. 

T. J. George continued to run the mill, 
which was known as the largest in Patrick 
County. George’s Mill manufactured flour and 
corn meal as well as cattle and horse feed. 
The George’s built a large home across the 

road from the mill where they raised their 
children, Thomas Leonard, William Brooks, 
Thomas Jr., Bruce Handy, Garland Hatcher, 
and Margaret Ann George Anderson. 

T. J. George also served as president of the 
First National Bank of Stuart which was lo-
cated downtown. According to the late Charles 
C. Baughan, from 1920-1935, national curren-
cy notes were issued by the bank with the sig-
nature, Thomas J. George. These banknotes 
were lawful money but not legal tender since 
they were just obligations of the bank officials. 

T. J. George also served as the delegate from 
Patrick County in the Virginia House of Del-
egates for the terms 1926-1929; 1934-1935; 
and 1946-1949. T. J. George’s nephew, John 
Shockley George, served as delegate from Pat-
rick County from 1950 until his tragic death 
in a car accident in 1951. 

John Shockley George was the son of Robert 
Lee and Elva Shockley George. John S. had 
also served as a supervisor for Patrick County 
from January of 1944 to December 1949. He 
also owned the building beside the post office, 
now known as Uptown Suites, and owned by 

Leslie Marsh. Just prior to his death, he had 
purchased the Patrick Springs Hotel.

In the 1950 census, 68-year-old T. J. George 
listed his occupation as manager of Stuart 
Milling Company and his son Bruce was listed 
as bookkeeper for Stuart Milling. Sadly, both 
men died in 1955, Bruce was only 38 years old. 

I was born in the sixties, so I don’t remem-
ber George’s Mill when it was in action. The 
funny thing that I do remember is the small 
entrance door on the Route 8 side. The en-
trance was so close to the road that if you 
were not careful when you stepped out of the 
door, you would step out right into the road. 
George’s Mill was torn down in the late 1980’s 
as part of the flood control project by the Corp 
of Engineers. The only memory remaining of 
George’s Mill is the T. J. George Memorial 
Bridge downtown where Route 8 crosses the 
Mayo River. 

Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreek1@
gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

Tom George Mill from Curtis Carter photo collection.

Tom George House from Curtis Carter photo collection.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-prof-
it arm of the Association of Mature American 
Citizens

Ask Rusty – Social Security Disability vs. 
Spouse Benefits vs. Survivor Benefits (and 
COLA)

Dear Rusty: I retired from working in June 
but will not sign up for Social Security until age 
70 and, to do that, I plan to draw from my IRA 
for the next 3 years. My wife is receiving So-
cial Security disability benefits and will reach 
her full retirement age in March of next year. 
I know that my wife simply reaching her full 
retirement age will not mean an increase to her 
benefit – except for COLA. What I’m wondering 
is, can my wife get spousal benefits of any sort 
based on my Social Security benefits - either be-
fore I draw or after I am drawing - apart from 
her benefits at my death? Her Social Security 
disability amount is only a fraction of my maxi-
mum benefit. Signed: Baffled Husband

Dear Baffled: Looks like you’re confused 
about your wife’s Social Security disability 
benefits, retirement benefits, spousal benefits, 
and survivor benefits. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

When your wife reaches her full retirement 
age (FRA) next year, her current Social Secu-

rity Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefit will 
automatically convert to become her regular SS 
retirement benefit at the same amount she was 
receiving on SSDI (disability). The amount stays 
the same because your wife’s SSDI amount is 
based on her FRA entitlement.  

Your wife cannot get any spousal benefits 
from you until you claim your own Social Secu-
rity retirement benefit. Since you plan to delay 
claiming until you are 70 several years from 
now, after your wife’s SSDI converts to become 
her regular retirement benefit at her FRA next 
year, she will continue to receive her own SS 
retirement benefit until you claim. At that point 
your wife will get a “spousal boost” added to her 
own SS retirement benefit. The amount of her 
spousal boost will be the difference between her 
FRA entitlement (same as her SSDI amount), 
and 50% of your FRA entitlement (not half of 
your age 70 amount - spouse benefits are always 
calculated using FRA amounts, regardless of 
when Social Security is actually claimed). 

Your wife cannot get a spousal benefit from 
you until you start your Social Security, but af-
ter you claim she will receive her higher spou-
sal benefit (her own SS retirement benefit plus 
a spousal boost) for the rest of her life, or until 
you predecease her. If you die first, your wife 
will get 100% of the amount you were receiv-

ing at your death (e.g., your age 70 amount), in-
stead of the smaller amount she was receiving 
as your spouse while you are both living. 

Regarding COLA, after becoming eligible for 
benefits, everyone gets the annually awarded 
COLA increase whether they are already collect-
ing SS benefits or not. The next annual COLA 
increase will be added to your wife’s SSDI at 
the end of this year and added to her SS retire-
ment amount each year thereafter, and then 
to her higher amount as your spouse after you 
claim. And even though you are waiting until 
age 70 to claim, the annual COLA will still be 
added to your Primary Insurance Amount (PIA) 
each year, and you will receive that past COLA 
in your monthly payments after you later claim. 

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.

Diabetes – From Drugs to Diet
In the United States alone about half of 

all adults have one chronic lifestyle dis-
ease. More than 115 million people suffer 
from pre-diabetes or diabetes. Diabetes of-
ten leads to heart problems, nerve damage, 
blindness, strokes, and kidney failure. In 
fact, diabetes is the seventh leading cause of 
death in the United States.

There is a need for sharing lifestyle stud-
ies that do not always make the headlines. 
Health educators can lead the way to a 
healthier future. Even though research 
shows the positive implications of a plant-
based diet, it is still undervalued. Partially, 
the reason can be due to the lack of coverage 
and education programs. Even though the 
statistics are dark and saddening, society 
can defeat the odds by making a change in 
diet and lifestyle. If you find yourself part 
of these statistics stated above, do not claim 
defeat. We can accept the facts, but we do 
not have to accept the fate of an unhealthy 
future.

What should you do?
First, work with your doctor. Strategize 

a plan to transform your health using a 
plant-based diet. Eliminate animal prod-
ucts, highly processed and high-fat foods. 
Add fruits, vegetables, grains, and legumes 
to your menu. Eliminating meat is not im-
possible, but it takes determination and an 
understanding of the benefits. There are so 
many examples of patients who applied this 
change to their life and have seen amazing 
results in their health.

Proof it works
Per a study conducted by the world-re-

nowned doctor, Neal Barnard MD, it was 
shown that a plant-based diet controls blood 
sugar three times more effectively than the 
traditional diabetes diet. The plant-based 
diet tackles the problems that lead to the dis-
ease initially. A follow-up study confirmed 
these results finding that patients eating a 
plant-based diet had an approximately 50% 
less chance of developing diabetes compared 
to those eating animal products. Therefore, 
a plant-based diet has become an accept-
ed treatment plan for type-2 diabetes. The 
plant-based diet is so successful that it was 
endorsed in the American Diabetes Associ-
ation’s 2018 Standards of Medical Care in 
Diabetes. It also encouraged healthcare pro-
viders to include education on lifestyle man-
agement.

One more large breakthrough in the 
healthcare system is the incorporation of a 
plant-based diet in one of the largest man-
aged healthcare organizations in the United 
States. Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
encourages all physicians to consider recom-
mending a plant-based diet to their patients. 
The American Medical Association, Ameri-
can College of Cardiology, and the Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics all urge the plant-
based diet.

Dr. Neal Barnard states:
“It’s one of the most profound shifts I’ve 

witnessed during my medical career. As a 
student, I was taught that diabetes was pro-
gressive and incurable and that once you 
have it, it never goes away. I watched pa-
tients…walk through the door in the early 
stages of the disease. Over time, I saw them 

experience serious complications, like vision 
loss, kidney failure, and debilitating neu-
ropathic pain, all the while receiving more 
and more medication. Never once did I hear 
a doctor say that a patient was cured. Nev-
er once did I see a patient hope that it was 
possible. For the millions of Americans liv-
ing with diabetes today, that’s no longer the 
case. With a plant-based diet, the solution 
for the diabetes epidemic is now at hand.”

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Used by per-
mission from www.lifeandhealth.org Courte-
sy of LifeSpring – Resources for Hope and 
Healing Stuart, VA)

Marriage Licenses 
issued in October 
The following marriage license were issued in Octo-

ber according to records in the Patrick County Circuit 
Court Clerk’s Office:

Justus Moorefield- Reid Hawkins
Branden Hubbard- Chelsie Dalton
Samuel Jackson - Stephanie Blake 
Benjamin Johnson - Lindsay Newsome
Daye Shelor - Cassidy Quillen
James White - Amanda Wood
Wesley Hudson - Madison Martin
Benton Boyd - Stacy Gwyn
Lee Hauger - Lisa Lawson 
David Lane - Cathleen Williams
Eric Lowe - Judith Negron 
Maxmillan Friederich - Hailey Williams



THE ENTERPRISE
VOICE OF THE PEOPLE SINCE 1876 - A PART OF PATRICK COUNTY’S HERITAGE

6 - Wednesday, November 15, 2023
SPORTS

Cougar Football falls to Glenvar in playoffs
By Pat Delaney
The Patrick County High School 

football team dropped their playoff 
game with Glenvar, 56-0, ending 
the Cougars season. Glenvar came 
into the game as the third seed in 
the region and was able to gain 
the momentum early against the 
sixth-seeded Cougars.

Forced to punt from their own 
end zone on their first drive, Glen-
var took over on the Patrick Coun-
ty 29, and scored two plays later. 
They would score on their next 
three possessions, taking a 28-0 
lead.

Field position was a major factor 
in the game, with Glenvar begin-
ning many drives on the Cougar 
side of the field. While the Cougars 
had some big plays, their drives 
would ultimately stall, forcing 
them to punt deep in their own 
end, giving Glenvar a short field to 
work with.

Glenvar “did an excellent job of 

playing field position football all 
night long. They kept us pinned 
down deep all night,” said Cougar 
head coach David Morrison. “You 
cannot give up that kind of field 
position all night long and expect 
to beat a team of this caliber.”

Heading into the second half 
down 35-0, the Cougars looked 
better on both sides of the ball but 
couldn’t overcome the momentum 
Glenvar had built. Glenvar would 
add 21 points in the second half for 
the 56-0 win.

“That’s a fantastic Glenvar team 
down there. It’s an 8-2 team that is 
tough and they’re where they are 
for a reason,” said Morrison, add-
ing, “and that’s the level that we’ve 
got to get ourselves to.”

Despite the loss, there were 
many positives during the sea-
son. Finishing with a 5-6 record 
and making the postseason, all 
the Cougar losses were to playoff 
teams. Another bright spot was 

their game against #1 Radford, 
who in their last six games allowed 
only 30 points with four shutouts. 
The Cougars scored 27 of the 30, 
the most of any Redford opponent.

“All season long we’ve had to 
overcome injuries, and things like 
that. I’m very proud of the way that 
they stepped up all year. For us to 
make it to this point in the season, 
that’s something that these young 
men should also be proud of,” said 
Morrison.

“We were talking before the 
game. A lot of these guys have 
been with us since middle school. 
They’ve been in the program since 
7th grade. And when you’re around 
these kids for that long, they be-
come part of your family. And 
that’s something that is very spe-
cial. All these young men are very 
special to each and every one on 
the coaching staff.”

Of the Cougar seniors who had 
just finished their high school foot-

ball careers, Morrison said, “I can’t 
say enough about how proud I am 
of our seniors and that senior class. 
Each and every one of these guys 
means the world to us and has 
meant the world to our program.” 

With the season over, the coach-
ing staff will begin looking ahead 
to next year.

“Moving forward, we need to 
get a little bit better. We need to 
make it to this level. We’ve got to 
improve our game to get to the 
level that these guys (Glenvar) 
are because ultimately, if winning 
the state championship is not your 
goal, you’ve got the wrong goals,” 
said Morrison. “At the end of the 
day, we fell short of that goal, and 
we’ve got to get back to work. Off 
season is probably going to be 
short, and then we’re going to get 
back to work as soon as we can and 
we’re going to start making a run 
for next year. We’ve got to have a 
short memory.”

Jermaine Penn breaks through the line for a gain. The Cougar defense swarms the Glenvar runner.

Stephen Spencer fights for extra yards. Aden Penn avoids the Glenvar tackler.

Stephen Spencer attempting to get through the Glenvar defenders. Bringing down the Glenvar runner.

Martin Places 
8th in State

By Ashlee Mullis
For the first time 

in school history, 
the Patrick County 
Cross Country Team 
was represented at 
the State 2A Cross 
Country Meet in Sa-
lem, VA, Saturday, 
November 11. Sadie 
Martin qualified for 
the girls’ team, tak-
ing 8th place in the 
state. 

The boys’ team com-
peted as well, but did 
not place.  

Learn to Protect Yourself 
from Banking Impostor Scams 

One of the most nefarious scams to-
day is bank impersonation. Money sto-
len through these schemes is rarely re-
coverable, so it’s particularly important 
to be aware of this scam and share what 
you know with others.

Most of these schemes start with a 
text from what appears to be your bank, 
alerting the target to a suspicious trans-
action, and asking to respond “yes” or 
“no” as to whether it’s legitimate. As 
soon as the target enters “no” the phone 
rings, and the caller claims to be with 
their bank’s fraud department and 
warns that the account has been com-
promised. The solution involves moving 
money out of the account and into a new 
one, or even into cryptocurrency. The 
criminal then makes off with the funds. 
When the victim contacts the bank, they 
are told that because they “authorized” 
the transactions to move the funds, the 

bank is not liable for the losses.
These scams can be especially ef-

fective because they mimic real fraud 
alerts used by banks. The clue that it is 
an impostor is the live call after the text: 
banks monitor for suspicious activity 
using algorithms and machine learning 
– not using humans who then call you in 
person to address the issue.

You aren’t able to trust text messag-
es, or emails, or phone calls these days. 
Anytime your bank contacts you, do not 
engage. Rather, contact them through a 
channel you know to be legitimate to see 
if there is an issue.

The AARP Fraud Watch Network 
is a free resource for all. Learn how to 
proactively spot scams or get guidance 
if you’ve been targeted. Visit www.aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork or call our ded-
icated helpline to speak to a fraud spe-
cialist at 1-877-908-3360.
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Grand Marshal
(cont. from page 3)

Walking Tours
(cont. from page 2)

Citizens who know who is hungry 
and ensure they are fed, warm, and 
safe,” Dribben wrote. “They care 
about their community because to 
nurture and nourish rests at the 
core of their souls. It is no surprise 
that this year, our Grand Marshal 
is Trinity Goad.”

Dribben notes that “Goad is a 
backbone for Meadows of Dan. He’s 
one of the first faces you see when 
you come to town. A several de-
cades employee of Poor Farmer’s 
Market, he is present constantly in 
the heart of our community.”

Many activities benefit from 
Goad’s talents, time, and attention 
to detail.

“When it looked like we would be 
without a bank, it was Goad who 
leaped into action, contacting the 
CEO and President of Skyline Bank 
to begin negotiations to bring a 
branch here,” Dribben wrote. “Goad 
organized meetings, sent emails, 
and blasted social media so that we 
would know to show up and show 
support thus helping to make our 
community desirable to Skyline. 

Thanks to these efforts we now 
have a branch of Skyline Bank.”

Goad also heads the Meadows 
of Dan Community Association, 
Dibben said, and “one of the orga-
nization’s responsibilities includes 
hosting the folk fair—held on the 
third Saturday every August—now 
coming up on its 20th year. This 
event draws people into town who 
support the vendors as well as our 
local businesses. The fair is also a 
significant fundraising opportunity 
for Meadows of Dan Elementary 
and the Ruritans.”

Goad served as president of the 
Meadows of Dan Ruritans twice and 
was Ruritan of the Year. He served 
on the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce for six years, holding the 
offices of president and vice presi-
dent twice, she said.

“While taking responsibility for 
these roles is the mark of a leader,” 
Goad is more than that, Dribben 
said. “He is so central in the com-
munity that he knows the needs of 
individuals. He quite literally helps 
people keep their lights on. Some-

times a child needs a coat, some-
times a tutor. Either way, Goad 
sees to it the need is met.”

He also helps newcomers navi-
gate their way into the communi-
ty and welcomes everyone without 
judgment. In short, “he shows us 
where we are needed and makes us 
feel as though we belong,” Dribben 
said.

“I can’t imagine the ways our 
town would dim without him. He 
does far more work than any one 
of us knows, especially since he 
doesn’t tell. Being a good Samari-
tan is simply who he is,” she added.  

Stephanie Eckman, also a new-
comer to the community, said, “We 
are new to Meadows of Dan. Early 
on, everyone told me if I needed 
to know what was happening in 
town, Trinity is the one with the 
low down. After getting to know 
him, I realized he isn’t just in the 
know, he’s a leader in our town. 
He’s a friend to all and gets what-
ever the job is done no matter the 
circumstances. He’s an easy pick for 
Grand Marshal 2023 and definitely 

earned the unofficial, but univer-
sally recognized, title of Mayor of 
Meadows of Dan.”

“Trinity is one of the most friend-
ly people in Meadows of Dan. As 
president of the Community Asso-
ciation, he has earned this recog-
nition. He organizes both the Folk 
Fair and the Christmas Parade for 
our community every year,” said 
Betty Banks.

When asked why he does this 
work for Meadows of Dan, Goad 
said, “This is a place I want to see 
be and remain vibrant.” He added 
that the community is his home and 
not just his address.

The Meadows of Dan Christmas 
Parade is held annually on the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving. The 
parade begins at 3 p.m. Line-up be-
gins at 2 p.m.

Santa Claus will make an appear-
ance at Primitive Coffee Shop after 
the parade.

Call Goad, who is the director of 
the parade, to enter or if you have 
questions, at (540) 230-7943. 

away.”
Perry recalled that when “I was a 

little boy, the only thing here was 
this,” a marker noting the site. The 
initial marker is believed to have 
been installed in December 1932, 
possibly written by Douglas South-
all Freeman, biographer of Robert 
E. Lee and George Washington. 

The sign had signs of wear and 
tear, as well as a few bullet holes 
when it was replaced in 2000 by the 
Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources, Perry said. 

He noted that a few years ago, a 
friend “called me up to say he had 
something I might want. The Vir-
ginia Department of Historical Re-
sources office in Roanoke, Virginia, 
contacted him to offer him the orig-
inal Virginia Historical Highway 
Marker from Stuart’s Birthplace.”

Perry said he went to the friend’s 
garage to pick up the sign. His 
friend, Gerald Via, has since died 

but is fondly remembered.  
“I want everyone to know his role 

in saving this marker that meant so 
much to me. I hope you all have a 
friend like Gerald Via,” Perry said 
as the group embarked onto other 
sites on the property, including a 
portion of a railway to denote the 
route of the Dinky Railroad through 
the property.

A portion of the rails were un-
earthed during a construction proj-
ect, Perry said. 

“The railroad came in in the early 
1900s. When the railroad left in the 
1920s, we believe they moved the 
road because” that portion of the 
property was more level, he said, 
adding the railroad had crossed Ar-
arat Highway.

Chip Bondurant was instrumen-
tal in that and other projects, Perry 
said. He added that many people 
have helped with projects on the 
property through the years. Many 

were included in the tour, with 
other offerings featured during the 
tour, such as cemeteries, markers, 
and historical stories shared by 
Perry. 

The tour is among many events 
held throughout the year to raise 
funds for the scholarship. 

“We are planning on doing at least 
three Tom Talks History at the Ar-
arat Ruritan Building to raise mon-
ey for the scholarship,” Perry said, 
adding that plans are underway for 
more walking tours of the Laurel 
Hill property next year.

Donations are accepted. Visit the 
Perry Family Scholarship Facebook 
Page at www.facebook.com/perry-
scholarship, or mail a check to the 
Perry Family Scholarship, P. O. 
Box 11, Ararat, VA 24053.

To donate using a credit or deb-
it card via Square, visit Tom Per-
ry’s Laurel Hill Publishing LLC at 
https://laurel-hill-publishing-llc.

square.site. 
To be considered for a scholarship, 

Patrick County High School seniors 
are required to write a 1,000-word 
essay on the historical topic of their 
choosing. 

Perry also is an author and pub-
lisher of both his books and those of 
others, including “Corn Squeezins,” 
by Danny Martin. 

A small sample of Perry’s books 
include “The Strange Case Of Not 
Adams: Arson, Power, and Politics 
in Civil War Era Patrick County 
Virginia,” “The Free State of Pat-
rick,” “Return to Mayberry,” and 
“The Dear Old Hills of Patrick,” 
which is said to be Perry’s favorite 
book about J. E. B. Stuart’s fam-
ily and his connections to Patrick 
County. 

For more information, visit lau-
rel-hill-publishing-llc.square.site.

Thomas D. “Tom” Perry kicks off a walking 
tour at the J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace, Laurel 
Hill Farm in Ararat. (Photos by Desmond 
Kendrick)

Chip Bondurant was instrumental in the 
Dinky Railroad project.

The Laurel Hill property was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places on Jan. 
23, 1998.

A portion of the rail was erected in an area 
that is believed to have been part of the 
initial site of the Dinky Railroad. Other sites along the tour of Laurel Hill.

Other sites along the tour of Laurel Hill.

Wildlife in Franklin County Tested Positive for Rabies 
To protect the health of residents 

and visitors, the West Piedmont 
Health District is advising the com-
munity that two skunks have tested 
positive for rabies. They were found 
in the same general area of Glade Hill 
within the past two weeks.

On October 13, a skunk testing 
positive for rabies was found in the 
vicinity of Old Franklin Turnpike 
and Brooks Mill Road. Most recently, 
on October 31, another skunk test-
ing positive for rabies was found in a 
neighborhood around Crafts Church 
Road in Glade Hill.  Due to the rela-
tive proximity and timing of these cas-
es within Glade Hill/Union Hall, the 
West Piedmont Health District wants 
to remind everyone, and especially pet 
owners, of the risks of rabies.

Rabies is a deadly disease caused by 
a virus that attacks the nervous sys-
tem.  It is almost always fatal, unless 
preventive treatment is administered 
before symptoms develop. “Preven-
tion is everything when you’re dealing 
with rabies,” said Dr. Kerry Gateley, 
director for the West Piedmont Health 
District. “We have to do everything we 
can to minimize exposures, from vac-
cinating pets to avoiding unnecessary 
human contact with unvaccinated an-
imals. This includes not creating situ-
ations in which feral or wild animals 
might expose each other.”

Virginia law requires that all dogs 
and cats four months of age and older 
be vaccinated for rabies by a licensed 
veterinarian, and that vaccinations be 
kept current.

Additional Steps to Protect Against 
Rabies Exposure:

*Do not feed stray animals. Avoid 
wild animals, especially raccoons, 
bats, foxes and skunks. Feed your pets 
indoors and do not let them wander.

*Make sure your pets are vaccinat-
ed against rabies and their shots are 
up to date. By law, all dogs, cats and 
ferrets must be vaccinated against ra-
bies.

*Teach children to avoid contact 
with wild animals and pets they are 
not familiar with.

*Do not handle sick, injured, or 
dead animals.

*Keep wild animals out of homes by 
capping chimneys with screens and 
blocking openings in attics, cellars 
and porches. Ensure trash cans have 

tight fitting lids.
*Do not try to trap or handle stray 

and wild animals.
*If bitten by a wild or stray animal, 

do not panic. Wash the wound(s) thor-
oughly with warm soapy water and 
contact animal control, a local medi-
cal provider or the Franklin County 
Health Department for further rec-
ommendations.

For additional information, vis-
it https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/
animal-contact-human-health/ra-
bies-control/ or call the Franklin 
County Health Department at 540-
484-0292.   To report a rabies incident 
after hours, please contact Franklin 
County Animal Control at 540-483-
3000.
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

www.norrisfuneral.com

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

OBITUARIES 

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

Robert D. Martin
Robert D. Martin, 

93 of Stuart, Virgin-
ia passed away at his 
home on Monday, No-
vember 6, 2023. He 
was born on December 
11, 1929 in Slab Fork, 
West Virginia. He is 
preceded in death by 
both of his parents; 
Nettie and English 
Martin of Stuart, Vir-
ginia. Three sisters, 
Sadie Wiggington of 
Stuart, Evelyn Vip-
perman of Martins-
ville, and Catherine 
Nelson of Martinsville. 
Two Brothers; Edward 
Martin and Wayne 
Martin both of Stuart. 

He is survived by 
his wife Hazel Martin 
of the home and one 
daughter Karen Wood 
(Danny) and one sis-
ter Ella Hall of Stu-
art. Also surviving is 
a Grandson Jonathan 
Wood (Holly) and three 
Great Grandchildren; 

Brooklynn, Bridgette 
(Hunter) and Levi.

He was a member of 
Stuart Baptist Church. 
He was previously 
employed at Carna-
tion Milk Plant for 23 
years. He then worked 
at American Furniture 
for 10 years. He had a 
passion for gardening 
and raising cattle. He 
also served in the Army 
during the Korean 
Conflict as a shipping 
clerk in the Post Office. 
He was awarded The 

Korean Service Medal 
with Two Bronze Stars 
and the United Na-
tions Service Medal.

The funeral will be 
held at 2:00 pm Thurs-
day, November 9, 2023 
with a visitation one 
hour prior to the ser-
vice at Norris Funer-
al Services, Stuart 
Chapel with the Pastor 
Mark Heckler offici-
ating. The burial will 
be at Patrick Memori-
al Gardens in Stuart 
with military rites by 
Patrick County Veter-
ans Memorial Honor 
Guard.

Memorials can be 
made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. P.O. 
Box 1301, Stuart, Vir-
ginia 24179.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices in Stuart is serv-
ing the Martin family

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
norrisfuneral.com.

Barbara Ann Rorrer Wood
Mrs. Barbara Ann 

Rorrer Wood, age 79, of 
Stuart, Virginia went 
to her heavenly home 
on Friday, November 
10, 2023, at Stanley-
town Health and Re-
habilitation Center in 
Bassett. She was born 
in the Fairystone park 
area of Patrick County 
on August 18, 1944, to 
the late Harold Oak-
ley Rorrer and the late 
Mozell Chaney Rorrer. 
In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Marion Akers 
Wood; and a sister-in-
law, Rodaliah “Sissie” 
Gilley Rorrer. She 
worked at United Elas-
tic where she met her 
husband and was mar-
ried on July 10, 1965. 
Barbara had retired 
from Hanes Brand in 
Martinsville. At a very 
young age she began 
living and babysitting 
with families while 
attending school. Bar-
bara was a member 
of Providence United 
Methodist Church. 
She loved returning to 
the Rorrer homeplace 
each Sunday to be with 
her siblings and their 
families. Barbara was 
known for her great 
coleslaw, creamed po-
tatoes, and delicious 
banana pudding each 
Sunday at her family 
gatherings. Barbara 
had faced many ob-

stacles during her life 
with her health, but 
she never gave up and 
always kept the faith. 
She was a beautiful 
soul and a very classy 
lady. Barbara was a 
special aunt to many 
nieces and nephews, 
which included great 
nieces and nephews 
too. She always sup-
ported them in their 
adventures such as 
beauty pageants, 
dance recitals, band, 
and sports. Barbara 
was a loving wife, sis-
ter, aunt, cousin, and 
friend. Barbara will 
be sadly missed by all 
who knew and loved 
her.

Left to cherish the 
fond memories of Bar-
bara Wood are three 
sisters and brothers-
in-law, Sue Rorrer 
Carter of Fieldale, 
Virginia, Betty Rorrer 
Peal (William) of Stu-
art, Virginia, Verna 
Rorrer Shepherd (Er-
nie) of Bassett, Virgin-

ia; two brothers and 
sister-in-law, Elwood 
Harold Rorrer (Faye) 
of Stuart, Virginia, 
Larry Wayne Rorrer of 
Bassett, Virginia; one 
special aunt, Clem-
mie Chaney of Stuart, 
Virginia; one sister-in-
law, Charlotte Wood of 
Stuart, Virginia; sev-
eral nieces, nephews, 
special cousins, and 
friends.

A funeral service for 
Mrs. Barbara Wood 
will be held on Tues-
day, November 14, 
2023, at 1:00 P.M. at 
Moody Funeral Home 
Chapel in Stuart with 
Pastor Rick Randall 
and Pastor Derrick 
Layman officiating. 
The burial will imme-
diately follow the fu-
neral service in Patrick 
Memorial Gardens. 
The family will receive 
friends on Monday 
evening, November 13, 
2023, from 6:00 P.M. to 
8:00 P.M. at the funer-
al home. Flowers will 
be accepted, or memo-
rial donations in mem-
ory of Barbara may be 
made to the Fairystone 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 6687 Fairystone 
Park Hwy., Stuart, VA 
24171. Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart is 
serving the Wood fam-
ily, and online condo-
lences may be sent by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Susan Elizabeth Shelor
Ms. Susan Elizabeth 

Shelor, age 91 of Mead-
ows of Dan, Virginia, 
passed away peacefully 
at her home on Novem-
ber 11, 2023. She was 
born in Patrick County 
on June 10, 1932 to the 
late Posey Lester She-
lor and Eloise Badger 
Newell Shelor. In addi-
tion to her parents, Ms. 
Shelor was preceded in 
death by three broth-
ers, Glenn D. Shelor, 
Joseph B. Shelor, and 
Morgan L. Shelor; two 
sisters, Nancy Wynn 
and Alice Campbell; 
and a favorite nephew, 
Jay Shelor.

Susie Betts graduat-
ed from Virginia Tech 
and the Medical Col-
lege of Virginia, and 
enjoyed a successful 
career in laboratory 
sciences education for 
decades.  She loved the 
Lord and her church, 
Meadows of Dan Bap-
tist Church, where she 

served as Treasurer for 
many years and was a 
choir member.  She 
loved her homeplace, 
Tobax, where she was 
born and died.  She 
loved her family, which 
led to a sound knowl-
edge of the Shelor ge-
nealogy.  She made 
many attractive wood-
working pieces and 
needlework pictures.  
She tenderly cared for 
several favorite cats 
during her lifetime. 

Ms. Shelor is sur-
vived by a daughter, 

Kathryn S. Higgs and 
husband, Dale Higgs; 
one sister, Edna Ann 
Williams of Roanoke; 
and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

Funeral services for 
Ms. Shelor will be held 
Thursday, November 
16, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 
at Meadows of Dan 
Baptist Church with 
Pastor Shawn Carter 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in the church 
cemetery. The family 
will receive friends one 
hour prior to the ser-
vice.  If desired, memo-
rials may be made to 
Meadows of Dan Bap-
tist Church, 2511 Jeb 
Stuart Hwy., Meadows 
of Dan, Virginia 24120.  
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart has been en-
trusted the arrange-
ments and online con-
dolences may be sent 
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

Arrests Reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 

reported the following:
*Joseph Michael Murphy, 27, ad-

dress unavailable, was charged Nov. 
3 with probation violation. Deputy 
M.R. Hodges was the arresting offi-
cer.

*Corey Adam Martin, 35, address 
unavailable, was charged Nov. 3 with 
fail to appear. Deputy C.L. Elgin was 
the arresting officer.

*Courtney Michelle Thompson, 27, 
of Henry County Jail, was charged 
Nov. 3 with probation violation. Hen-
ry County made the arrest for Patrick 
County.

*Samantha Rose McMillan, 25, of 
Cana, was charged Nov. 5 with fail 
to comply with terms of pretrial ser-
vices. Deputy A. Kinney was the ar-
resting officer.

*Brikk Michael Bennett, 34, of 
Spencer, was charged Nov. 6 with fail 

to appear. Deputy C.L. Elgin was the 
arresting officer.

*Michael Aaron Napier, 37, of Bas-
sett, was charged Nov. 6 with proba-
tion violation. Arlington County made 
the arrest for Patrick County.

*Phillip Kentrell Womack, 29, of 
Greensboro, N.C., was charged Nov. 
7 with one count each reckless drive 
and disregard law enforcement com-
mand. Deputy C.L. Adkins was the 
arresting officer.

*William Edward Roberts, 43, of 
Martinsville, was charged Nov. 8 with 
probation violation. Martinsville PD 
made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Dale Anthony Helms, 27, of Bas-
sett, was charged Nov. 8 with fail to 
appear. Deputy J.C. Fortner was the 
arresting officer.

*Joshua Jarrard, 31, of Stuart, was 
charged Nov. 8 with assault, 3rd or 
subsequent offense. Sgt. W.D. Hill 

was the arresting officer.

Work on U.S. 58 project is more 
than 30 percent complete

In an update on the work to wid-
en U.S. 58, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation’s (VDOT) de-
sign-build contractor Branch Civil 
Inc. began work on the construction 
phase of the $300 million project 
to widen U.S. 58 over Lovers Leap 
Mountain in Patrick County in the 
spring 2022. As of October 2023, 
overall construction on the project is 
more than 30 percent complete with 
the final completion anticipated in 
summer 2026.

“The project team has been work-
ing diligently to deliver this road-
way improvement that will enhance 
safety and support economy devel-
opment opportunities,” said Rob 
Griffith, district construction engi-
neer for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation’s Salem District.

“Even with the challenges of 
working alongside and maintaining 
safe traffic operations on the exist-
ing roadway, the steep terrain and 
heavy rain events, we have been 
very successful in maintaining our 
construction schedule,” said Jeff 
Humphreys, design-build project 
manager for Branch Civil Inc.  

The Lovers Leap project will widen 
7.4 miles of U.S. 58 from two lanes 
to four lanes over the mountain, in-
cluding the area where the existing 
overlook is located. The project be-
gins approximately a quarter mile 
west of the Poor Farmers Farm 
store in Vesta and continues east-
ward over and down the mountain, 

ending at the existing four-lane sec-
tion of the Stuart Bypass.

Construction entails widening the 
road to four lanes, improving align-
ments and grades, expanding the 
shoulders, adding turn lanes at all 
secondary road connections as well 
as enhancing the Lovers Leap Over-
look. In addition, brake check areas 
and escape ramps for trucks will be 
added.

Work initially began at the top 
and bottom of Lovers Leap Moun-
tain. The mountainous terrain and 
amount of excavation make this a 
significant project. The project en-
tails excavating more than 10 mil-
lion cubic yards of soil and rock at 
elevations that range between 1,300 
and 3,000 feet. Approximately 3.3 
million cubic yards has been moved 
so far.

Drivers should continue to expect 
flaggers and possible delays on U.S. 
58. In addition, intermittent blast-
ing may be scheduled between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. on weekdays at var-
ious locations on the project through 
summer 2025.

For blasting that is close to U.S. 
58, traffic in both directions may 
be blocked for approximately 15-20 
minutes at a time. Drivers and res-
idents along the Route 58 corridor 
should expect loud noise and allow 
extra travel time. Electronic mes-
sage boards will be used to inform 
drivers of scheduled blasting that 
will impact traffic.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 12

1. Is the book of Ezekiel (KJV) in 
the Old or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. A woman of this place is the 
only woman in the Bible (KJV) de-
scribed as a wench. En-rogel, Gile-
ad, Damascus, Ziba

3. Who met a man (or angel) and 
then wrestled him until the break-
ing of the day? Solomon, Goliath, 
Aaron, Jacob

4. What group of consecrated men 
did not cut their hair? Canaanites, 
Midianites, Nazarites, Hagarites

5. In Genesis 32, who/what was 
Mahanaim? Messenger, Mountain, 
Ford, Place

6. Who was the mother of Mo-
ses? Abigail, Jochebed, Elisheba, 
Athaliah

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) En-rogel, 
3) Jacob, 4) Nazarites, 5) Place, 6) 
Jochebed

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s lat-
est book, “Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” available in bookstores and 
online.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

America’s Greatest Threat
By Van Yandell
Matthew 22: 36-38 “Master, 

which is the great commandment 
in the law?  Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.  This 
is the first and greatest command-
ment. And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.”

Lately we’ve heard several cur-
rently existing conditions de-
scribed as the “greatest threat to 
America.” 

The open southern border is one 
of those. We have no idea what or 
whom is crossing into this coun-
try. Fentanyl has been found 
among the possessions of some of 
the illegals as well as other drugs 
that can lead to death. 

Diseases such as diphtheria, ty-
phoid, whooping cough and mea-
sles are among those that have 
once again emerged. Polio and 
tuberculosis are airborne diseas-
es and are showing up in several 
states where migrants are being 
placed.

Another stated threat is the pos-
sibility of terrorism. With the Is-
rael-Hamas war raging, the coun-
try and world is being divided on 
yet another front. 

Whichever side one happens to 
be on, the possibility for violence 
is very high and many are only 
waiting for the starting gun to fire 
to pursue such actions. “Trigger 
happy” might describe the atti-
tude of many in America eager to 
get in the fight. 

The economy has also been de-
scribed as the greatest threat to 
America. It appears, when mak-
ing a trip to the local grocery or 
hardware store, the inflation rate 
is totally out of control and shows 
no sign of easing. 

While inflation and price goug-
ing are close akin, regardless of 
what it is, our dollars are quickly 
becoming worth less. Products are 
not better or more valuable, but 
our buying power is lessened. 

Shortages are predicted in the 
food supply. If this happens one 
result would be an increase in 
crime. When people are hungry, 
their actions to procure food are 
untethered. We have seen these 
actions in Gaza in recent days 
where food supplies have been 
limited or totally non-existent.

Threats by several of America’s 
enemies present a technological 
disaster. Threats to the power 
grid controlled by computers is 
only one virus away from a total 
shutdown. The introduction of 
an electromotive pulse which im-
pedes the flow of electricity could 
stop the function of anything that 
operates on computers/electricity. 

While safeguards are in place to 
prevent such an action, we have 
witnessed, the perpetrators of 
such crimes are very resourceful 
and ingenious. 

Any of these can and may in the 
future cause a state of disaster 
like we have never before seen in 
America. Add to these the increase 
in crime, a non-functioning gov-
ernment and the extreme political 
division among the citizenry and 
we most certainly have a recipe for 

an impending disaster that would 
make all the hurricanes, floods, 
wild fires and tornados look like a 
gentle breeze. 

While these do pose threats to 
the people and the integrity of 
the nation, there is another that 
would be much more devastating 
than any of the above.

America is rapidly losing its 
Christian base. Church atten-
dance is declining at an expo-
nential rate and less than half of 
Americans now claim Christianity 
as a faith. 

Matthew 24: 9-10 “Then shall 
they deliver you up to be afflicted, 
and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name’s 
sake. And then shall many be of-
fended, and shall betray one an-
other, and shall hate one another.” 
Those are words of Jesus stated 
nearly 2000 years ago and we are 
seeing this happen not only in the 
U.S., but in all the world.

With the selection of Mike John-
son, a Christian, of Louisiana, as 
the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the onslaught of jokes 
and insults to the Christian com-
munity has increased. The hatred 
Jesus spoke of is happening before 
our eyes and will only increase 
simply because the teachings of 
Judeo-Christianity interfere with 
the lifestyle of so many.

Isaiah 5: 20 “Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

It is my contention that those 
that claim to disbelieve the Holy 
Bible as being the Word of the one 
Creator God, have not read it and 
considered the uniqueness and su-
pernatural nature of it. 

The Bible tells us of many situ-
ations and conditions in prophesy 
and science that no one could have 
known except the Creator of it all. 
The Bible is proven by the find-
ing and carbon dating of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls to be a text written 
over 1900 years ago. Bible history 
goes back nearly 4000 years in the 
study of the patriarchs and 6000 
years in the creation of mankind 
(Genesis 1: 26-31).

By evidence generated by other 
writers of those periods and ar-
cheological finds, Biblical authen-
ticity is further reinforced. 

The Bible sets a standard of be-
havior for humanity that no oth-
er text can even begin to claim. 
Without the teachings of the Holy 
Bible the fabric of civilization is 
being shredded into dust.

The Holy Bible and the words of 
Jesus offer mankind the only eter-
nal salvation. A faith based belief 
in Christ Jesus crucified for the 
remission of sin and resurrected 
is the only eternal salvation (John 
14: 6).

If Christians do not tell the 
world about Jesus, no one will, 
and this degradation of society 
will continue. 

Van Yandell is a retired Indus-
trial Arts teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and commis-
sioned missionary, from Fredo-
nia, Kentucky. A part of the Bible 
Connection series. His email is 
vmy2121@outlook.com.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 
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KENDRICK PAVING 
& TRUCKING, Paving, 
Sealing, Line Striping, 

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the 

tradition of quality. 

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm 

Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
Sales & Services, Licensed 

in VA & NC (276) 694-
7308.

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or 

757-621-5219.

MASTER CARPENTER 
HOME RE-MODELER 40 
years’ experience., repairs, 

decks, gutter cleaning, 
trim work, wooden bridge 

repair, power washing, 
tree cutting, demolition and 

anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS 
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL 
GARDEN. LOCATION: 
LEFT CENTER MAIN 
SECTION. INCLUDES 
TWO $1300 VAULTS, 

CURRENT MEMORIAL 
GARDENS SALE PRICE, 

$4400, MY PRICE 
NEGOTIABLE.

MSG/CALL 276-693-0229

Room for rent in Stuart.
Single only. Call or 

text 276-224-2596 for 
information.

Searching for high 
school student to help 

landowner with weekend 
mowing and occasional 

additional outdoor work. If 
interested, please call 276-

694-6510.

JOB OPENING
DEPUTY TREASURER/

BOOKKEEPER
PATRICK COUNTY
The Patrick County 

Treasurer is accepting 
applications for the position 

of Deputy Treasurer/
Bookkeeper.  Duties 

include, but are not limited 
to, daily keying of all 

taxes collected & monies 
received in the Treasurer’s 
office, monthly balancing 

of all funds and report 
printing, and responding 

to telephone inquiries from 
attorneys and taxpayers.  

A complete list of all 
required duties is available 

on the Patrick County 
website at https://www.
co.patrick.va.us/Jobs.

aspx. 
A GED or High School 
Diploma is required.  

Accounting experience 
or degree preferred. 

Knowledge of real estate 
and personal property 

records a plus.  
The successful candidate 
must possess professional 
letter writing & secretarial 

skills, be competent in 
the areas of math and 
computer technology, 

and possess the ability to 
complete transactions with 

efficiency and accuracy.   
Honesty, dependability, 

and a willingness to help 
the public are a must.  

The successful candidate 
must pass a criminal 
background check.  

This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 
vacation and sick leave, 

life insurance, retirement, 
and health insurance.

Applications are available 
at the Patrick County 
Treasurer’s Office, 
Veterans Memorial 
Bldg/Admin. Bldg., 

Room 221. or online at.  
https://www.co.patrick.

va.us/FormCenter/
iteminPreview/?formID=49.  

Applications may be 
emailed to Sandra 

Stone, Treasurer, at 
sstone@co.patrick.va.us.  

Application deadline is 
Wednesday November 22. 

2023. 
The Patrick County 
Treasurer’s Office is 
an Equal Opportunity 

Employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, 

disability, or age.  

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  

Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 

other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Win-

dows, Siding, Roofing and 
Gutters! FREE Estimates! 

Call 804-739-8207 for 
More Details! American 

Made Products! 

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next 

power outage: 1-844-947-
1479 

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer – up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-

sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 

forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 

&amp; Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 

& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
&amp; professional instal-

lation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limit-
ed Time Offer - FREE vir-
tual in-home consultation 

now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-

ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 

https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974 

FREE high speed 
internet for those that 
qualify. Government 

program for recipients 
of select programs incl. 

Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB in-

ternet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today!

1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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Trustee’s Sale
1069 Shortcut Drive, Woolwine, Virginia 24185

(Parcel ID: 4918-47 and 4918-47-A)
Default having been made in the terms of a certain Deed of Trust dated 
March 25, 2008, in the original principal amount of $43,269.76 and re-
corded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of Patrick, 
Virginia in Instrument No. 080000696, the undersigned Substitute Trust-
ees will sell at public auction on November 29, 2023, at 2:15 p.m., in 
front of the building housing the Patrick County Circuit Court, 101 
West Blue Ridge street, Stuart, VA 24171, the property designated as 
TRACT 1: PORTION OF MAP NO. 4918 - () --47- BEGINNING at a 
3/4” rebar set on the northeast line of Virginia Secondary Route #716, 
Shortcut Drive, comer to Michael J. Moss and Martha Cyr-Moss; thence 
leaving said road with a line of Moss, N. 57o 03’ 29” E., crossing Woods 
Road and an existing branch, 242.06 feet to a 3/4” rebar set, corner to 
George E. Nolen & Judy P. Nolen; thence with a line of Nolen, S. 43o 25’ 
01 “ E. 228.64 feet to a 3” pipe found, corner to Brenda N. Harris; thence 
with a line of Harris, the following calls: S. 42o 14’ 36” W. 106.28 feet 
to a 1/2” rebar set at turn in fence; thence S. 32o 17’ 55” W. 34.39 feet to 
a 1/2” rebar set at turn in fence; thence S. 27o 29’ 10” W. 141.06 feet to 
a pipe found; thence S. 33o 56’ 53” W. 28.23 feet to an axle found on the 
east line of Virginia Secondary Route #716, Shortcut Drive; thence with 
the east line of said road, the following calls: N. 23o 19’ 24” W. 66.85 
feet to a point; thence N. 27o 09’ 36” W. 56.72 feet to a point; thence 
N. 30o 37’ 35” W. 63.15 feet to a point; thence N. 35o 53’ 41” W. 66.29 
feet to a point; thence N. 41o 15’ 35” W. 60.95 feet to a point; thence N. 
45o 57’ 38” W. 36.28 feet to the point of the BEGINNING, containing 
1.595 Acre, as shown as Tract “1”, by Survey dated January 26, 2007, 
and revised April 10, 2007. TRACT II: PORTION OF MAP NO. 4918 - 
() --47-A. BEGINNING at an  axle found on the west line of an existing 
branch, corner to George E. Nolen & Judy P. Nolen; thence crossing said 
branch with a line of Nolen, S. 43o 25’ 01” E. 169.58 feet to a nail set in 
fallen tree, corner to Michael J. Moss and Martha Cyr-Moss; thence with 
a line of Moss, N. 56o 02’ 56” W., crossing said branch and Woods Road, 
181.30 feet to a 3/4” pipe found, corner to George E. Nolen and Judy P. 
Nolen; thence with a line of Nolen, N. 57o 03’ 29” E. 40.32 feet to the 
BEGINNING, containing 0.077 Acre, as shown as Tract “2” by Survey 
dated January 26, 2007, and revised April 10, 2007. Inclusive of Mobile 
Home with VIN: CLM088518TN. Sale is subject to all prior liens, ease-
ments, restrictions, covenants, and conditions, if any, of record, or other 
matters which would be disclosed by an accurate survey or inspection of 
the premises. TERMS: CASH. A deposit of $6,500.00 will be required 
of the successful bidder at time of sale. Prior to the sale, interested bid-
ders will be required to register with and must present a bid deposit 
which may be held during the sale by the trustee. The bid deposit must 
be certified funds and/or cash, but no more than $9,900.00 of cash will 
be accepted. The successful bidder’s deposit will be retained at the sale 
and applied to the sale price. If held by the trustee, all other bid deposits 
will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. Settlement is to be made 
within 15 calendar days. The successful bidder will be responsible for 
obtaining possession of the property, and for all costs and fees related to 
recording the Trustee’s Deed, including the grantors tax. The success-
ful bidder will be required to execute a Memorandum of Trustee’s Sale, 
available for review on the Foreclosure Sales page of www.glasserlaw.
com, outlining additional terms of sale and settlement. A Trustee’s Deed 
will be prepared by Trustee’s attorney at high bidder’s expense. This 
is a communication from a debt collector, Glasser and Glasser, P.L.C. 
on behalf of Atlantic Trustee Services, L.L.C., and/or NFPDS-VA LLC, 
Substitute Trustees, Crown Center Building, Suite 600, 580 East Main 
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510, File No. 232619-01, Tel: (757) 321-6465, 
between 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon only. 
Cheryl Decker
Legal Assistant
Glasser and Glasser, P.L.C.
580 E. Main Street, Suite 600
Norfolk, Virginia 23510
Office: (757) 625.6787, ext. 472 
Fax: (757) 625.5959 
cdecker@glasserlaw.com 
www.glasserlaw.com
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR AND IS 
AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net

v
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BALLOON TEST NOTIFICATION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2023, 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 1:00 P.M.

LOCATION: PATRICK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL;
215 COUGAR LANE, STUART, VA 29171

CONDUCTED BY MILESTONE TOWERS IN REGARD TO
MILESTONE TOWERS’ NEW TOWER APPLICATION TO
CONSTRUCT A 197-FOOT MONOPOLE AND WIRELESS
TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY ON THE PATRICK

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL PROPERTY
(In the event of inclement weather, poor visibility, wind in

excess of 15 mph or weather conditions otherwise preventing
the balloon test, the test will be held Sunday, December 3, 2023

if weather permits, same location and hours)
CONTACT:

 Jonathan L. Yates
TELEPHONE: 843-414-9754
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Youngkin Issues Executive Order to Prevent Student 
Overdoses, Require Prompt Parental Notification 

In response to nine 
student overdoses at a 
Loudoun County high 
school just last month, 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
issued Executive Order 
Twenty-Eight. While 
the Loudoun Coun-
ty Public School divi-
sion reportedly waited 
more than twenty days 
to notify parents to the 
overdose incidents, 

Youngkin is taking im-
mediate action to en-
hance prompt parental 
notification. The order 
directs the Virginia 
Department of Educa-
tion to issue guidance 
ensuring school divi-
sions notify all parents 
of school-connected 
overdoses within 24 
hours, work closely 
with law enforcement 

to prevent overdoses, 
and enhance student 
education about the 
dangers of abusing 
drugs. 

“Parents have a right 
to know what’s going 
on in their child’s lives, 
especially in schools. 
Overdoses that occur 
on school grounds or 
are connected to the 
school must lead to an 

immediate parental no-
tification,” said Youn-
gkin. “School admin-
istrators’ first instinct 
when there is a prob-
lem cannot be to delay 
relevant information 
on critical children’s 
health and safety mat-
ters - it must be passed 
on to parents immedi-
ately. Opioid overdoses 
have claimed the lives 
of far too many Virgin-
ians, devastating fam-
ilies and communities 
across the Common-
wealth and we must 

continue to combat 
opioid abuse and over-
doses with action and 
transparency.”  

The Governor’s ex-
ecutive order instructs 
Virginia’s Superinten-
dent of Public Instruc-
tion and the Depart-
ment of Education to 
notify parents within 
twenty-four hours of a 
student overdose that 
has occurred within a 
school system. The or-
der instructs the issu-
ance of new guidance 
in coordination with 

law enforcement to 
prevent student over-
doses and address the 
scourge of fentanyl on 
Virginia’s families and 
communities.  

Acknowledging that 
transparency and com-
munity understanding 
of available resources 
are essential to ensur-
ing the wellbeing of 
young Virginians, the 
order instructs the is-
suance of information 
to local school divisions 
and parents about 
drug education and 
prevention programs 
for students. The One 
Pill Can Kill campaign 
led by the First Lady 
of Virginia and the At-
torney General, along 
with the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Virginia Rules 
program will develop 
critical decision-mak-
ing skills in Virginia’s 
children and help gen-
erate conversations 
around the dangers of 
counterfeit drugs and 
fentanyl.  

On his first day in 
office, Youngkin signed 
Executive Order Num-
ber 2 to reaffirm the 
fundamental rights of 
parents in the upbring-
ing, education, and 
care of their children. 
In May 2023, he is-
sued Executive Order 
Number Twenty-Six 
to strengthen Virgin-
ia’s interdiction and 
response to the ongo-
ing fentanyl and opioid 
crisis.  

The Governor con-
tinues to address the 
ongoing behavioral 
health crisis with his  
Right Help, Right Now 
plan to support indi-
viduals in crisis. In 
June, Youngkin signed 
24 bills into law deliv-
ering on his promise to 
deliver.  

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Noel P. Kornett D.D.S. 
Retirement Announcement

Dear colleagues, patients and friends,

I am writing to announce my upcoming retirement from active Dental practice 
after 42 years of dedicated service, it is time to embark on a new chapter of life.

It has been a fulfiling journey working with such talented and inspiring staff 
members throughout my career. I am grateful for the opportunities we have had 
to contribute to the health and well being of this community.

I want to express my sincere appreciation to all my colleagues for their support, 
guidance, and friendship over the years. Your collaboration and teamwork have 
made every day at work enjoyable and fulfilling. I will cherish the memories we 
have created together.

To my patients, thank you for your trust and confidence in my abilities. It has 
been a privilege to serve you and contribute to your dental health. I am grateful 
for the relationships we have built and the experiences we have shared.

As I transition into retirement, I look forward to spending more time with my 
loved ones, pursuing personal interests, and taking care of some health issues. 
While I will miss the daily interactions and challenges of the workplace, I am 
excited about the opportunities that lie ahead.

The office will close to patient visits on Thursday December 21. Records will be 
made available at your request or the request of your chosen Dental office.

Once again, thank you for being a part of my professional journey. I am grateful 
for the memories and experiences that will stay with me forever.

Wishing you all continued health, success and happiness.

Best regards,
Dr. Noel P. Kornett

Debra’s
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

35 Preston Road in the Horsepasture 
District of Henry County (Across from 

Dollar General on Rt. 58)

CHRISTMAS 
OPEN HOUSE

UNIQUE & UNUSUAL GIFTS
Friday, Nov. 17th • 2:00pm-4:00pm

Saturday, Nov. 18th • 11:00am-3:00pm

20% OFF*

Glassware, Estate & Costume Jewelry, Dolls, 
Furniture, Tools, Hatpins, Postcards, Comic 

Books, Kitchen Items, Linens, Primitives, Toys, 
Sports Cards, & Racing Collectibles

*10% on Gold and Silver
Gift Certificates Available

Accepting Visa & Mastercard
276-358-1463 or 276-957-1394

Hunting Rules
(cont. from page 1)
detected in several northern North 
Carolina counties that border Vir-
ginia.

Abundance of caution
CWD is a disease found in some 

deer, elk and moose populations but 
exact details are yet to be scientif-
ically established. The infection is 
believed to be caused by abnormal 
proteins called prions, which are 
thought to lead to brain and neu-
rological damage to portions of the 
brain. In deer, it typically causes 
progressive loss of body condition, 
behavioral changes, excessive sali-
vation and death.  

“To date, there is no strong evi-
dence for the occurrence of CWD in 
people, and it is not known if peo-
ple can get infected with CWD pri-
ons,” according to the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC). “Hunters 
harvesting wild deer and elk from 
areas with reported CWD should 
check state wildlife and public 
health guidance to see whether 
testing of animals is recommended 
or required.”

In Virginia, testing is required in 
three multi-county regions where 
the presence of CWD is known or 
strongly suspected. Not all counties 
in the state are included in a DMA 
but more are added as new instanc-
es of the disease are detected.

None of the changes, current or 
past, are expected to solve the CWD 
issue in Virginia, cautions DWR. 
“There is still much to be learned 
about CWD management in white-
tailed deer. At this time, there are 
two major emerging approaches. 
First, to reduce deer herd densities 
by increasing the antlerless deer 
kill and, second, to increase the 
buck mortality rate in CWD-affect-
ed areas.”

Carroll, Floyd, Montgomery and 
Pulaski counties are subject to 
earn-a-buck regulations and are 
open for late (Jan. 7 – March 31) 
antlerless-only general firearms 

season on private lands. (Note that 
Patrick County is not included in 
this list.)

Hunters’ obligations
The heads and at least 4 inches of 

neck  of all deer harvested on Nov. 
18 in DMA3, which includes Pat-
rick County, must be taken to ei-
ther a DWR-staffed sample station  
or a refrigerated CWD testing drop 
off station.

Cana Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s main station at 391 Fire 
House Road, Cana;

Cana VFD station at 4235 Flow-
er Gap Road, Cana (staffed 8a.m. to 
7p.m.);

Howell’s Grocery: 230 Wool-
wine Hwy, Stuart (staffed 8a.m. to 
7p.m.);

Dominion Valley Park -- 692 Do-
minion Valley Ln, Stuart;

Fairystone Farms Wildlife Man-
agement Area -- Fairystone Farm 
Ln off  Goose Point Road, Bassett, 
VA ;

Meadows of Dan Community 
Building, 2858 Jeb Stuart Hwy, 
Meadows of Dan

After Nov. 18, CWD testing is 
voluntary.

Hunters will be asked to identi-
fy the one-mile grid in which their 
deer was harvested. DWR provides 
an online map to help; the grid num-
ber can be found by either zooming 
in on the location of harvest or with 
the search bar using GPS coordi-
nates or a nearby address.

Whole deer carcasses and cer-
tain carcass parts cannot be legally 
transported outside of DMA3. The 
exceptions:

Boned-out meat;
Quarters or other portions of 

meat with no part of the spinal col-
umn or head attached;

Hides and capes with no heads 
attached;

Clean (no meat or tissue at-
tached) skulls and skull plates with 
or without antlers attached;

Clean jaw bones;
Antlers with no meat or tissue 

attached;
Upper canine teeth, also known 

as “buglers,” “whistlers,” or “ivo-
ries.”

Since adult males are the sex and 
age class most likely to have CWD, 
DWR also works with a network 
of taxidermists in a statewide sur-
veillance strategy. Approximately 
2,000 samples from hunter-har-
vested deer have been submitted 
by participating taxidermists with 
no new detections found until fall 
2022. That was when Fairfax Coun-
ty’s first CWD infection was found.

Reducing herd sizes
Past experience indicates that 

the ups and downs in annual deer 
kill totals often depends on the size 
of the years to mast crops (acorns, 
mostly). In years of poor mast 
crops, the deer kill typically goes 
up as deer move more in search of 
food and are more likely to be seen 
by hunters. In years of good mast 
crops, the deer kill typically goes 
down. DWR expects a slight uptick 
in total deer kill numbers this fall 
due to a below-average acorn crop.

“A major increase or decrease 
in the statewide deer kill total is 
not expected,” say Folks and Mar-
tin in their report. “Over the past 
30 years, the statewide annual 
deer kill has been relatively sta-
ble and ranged from about 179,000 
to 259,000 and averaged about 
212,300.”

During the 2022 deer season, Vir-
ginia deer hunters reported 186,788 
killed, including 90,349 antlered 
bucks, 12,117 button bucks, and 
83,058 does. (The numbers above 
do not include deer taken on out-
of-season deer kill permits or those 
deer hit and killed by vehicles.)  

Patrick County’s 2022 deer har-
vest included 925 antlered males, 
45 button bucks and 375 females. 
From records dating back to 1957, 

the county’s largest harvest was in 
2003, with 2,954 deer taken.

The best way to compare deer 
populations in Virginia is based 
on the antlered buck deer kill per 
square mile of estimated deer habi-
tat, according to Folks and Martin. 
Still, it’s an estimate, not a census. 
The relative abundance descrip-
tions are subjective.

DWR posts a map on its web site 
that depicts the relative differenc-
es among 97 “deer management 
units” (most are counties, some are 
not) in the kill of antlered bucks per 
square mile of habitat on private 
land, averaged over the past three 
hunting seasons. This is considered 
the best map of “where” deer are 
in Virginia and “what” deer popu-
lation level is targeted by DWR for 
that area.

The current deer population sta-
tus on private lands is indicated 
by the base color of the unit, rang-
ing from red for more abundant 
through orange, yellow and green 
to white for less abundant.

The same red-to-white spectrum 
is used for up- and down-arrows to 
indicate the Department’s objec-
tive for deer population on private 
lands. Units without an arrow are 
currently within or at their desired 
deer population level. No arrow is 
red. Patrick County has a white 
star instead of an arrow because its 
population goal was changed late 
in the biannual analysis. Original-
ly, a moderate decrease; the objec-
tive now is for stabilization.

Bottom line: in 46 units, or ap-
proximately half of the state, the 
Department is actively managing 
to reduce deer populations. In 42 
management units, or 43 percent, 
the Department wants to maintain 
current deer population levels, and 
lastly, in only nine management 
units, is the Department actively 
managing to increase deer num-
bers.
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THE ENTERPRISE
GOT EXTRA CASH?  

See our EARLY SPRING 
SPECIALS

Rt 8, North of Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-3888 • WoodsColdStorage.com

Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply
STIHL SALES & SERVICE

Locally Grown
 Apples 

We 
Welcome 

SNAP/EBT

See Our Stihl Fall Specials!

Patrick County Grown Lean
GROUND BEEF

lb. 
$6.99

Pasture Raised, Grain Fed

Get Ready for 
Firewood Season
and Fall Cleanup 

with Stihl

BEEF IS BACK!

Meetings

Wednesday, Nov. 15
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. 

in the Town Office.

Thursday, Nov. 16
The Patrick County Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) will hold a special meeting at 
6 p.m. in the second-floor conference room of the 
Patrick County Administration Building.

Monday, Nov. 20
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

The Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) boards to meet: Budget & Finance 
Committee, 11:30 a.m. in Room 124 in the Frith 
Economic Development Center and the Academ-
ic & Student Affairs Committee, 11:30 a.m. in 
Room 145 in the Frith Economic Development 
Center. Both are public meetings, but the com-
mittees will not receive public comment.

The Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) Board will meet at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Hooker Exhibit Hall, Frith Economic Develop-
ment Center. Public comments will not be re-
ceived.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
The Patrick County Planning Commission will 

hold a sub-committee work session at 4 p.m. fol-
lowed by a regular business meeting at 6 p.m. 
in the Community Room at the Patrick & Henry 
Community College (P&HCC) Stuart site.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
The Patrick County Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) will meet at 7 p.m. in the Pat-
rick County Administration Building.

Events

Saturday, Nov. 11
Ross Harbour Church will hold a Fall Supper 

and Sale. Supper is from 4-6 p.m. for dine in or 
take out. Call ins are welcome at (276) 930-1661. 
There will be chicken or ham plates with adult 
plates being $10 and child plates being $5. The 
sale starts at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
The Patrick County Community Food Bank 

will hold a food distribution day at the Stuart 

site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. 
There will be a morning distribution in Ararat 
from 8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distribution 
in Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Reynolds Homestead will hold a Lunch 
with Our Community Leaders event from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Hooker Building located at 
420 Woodland Drive in Stuart. Tickets are avail-
able online at the Chamber’s website: www/pat-
rickchamber.com.

Thursday, Nov. 16
The Patrick County Republican Committee 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the Motorsports Hall of 
Fame Auditorium, 212 Johnson St., Stuart.

Friday, Nov. 17
The Woolwine Methodist Church food truck 

will be at the Fairystone VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) will hold an Advanced level Microsoft Office 
265: Excel class from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The cost 
is $60. Pre-registration is required by going to 
ph.augusoft.net, or calling (276) 656-0260.

Saturday, Nov. 18
Home Alone Thanksgiving Meal, Hunters 

Chapel Assembly (3057 Ararat Hwy.), 4-6 p.m. 
Take out orders will be available. Deliveries can 
be made in the Ararat area only. Please let orga-
nizers know if you plan to attend by calling (276) 
251-7232. Call Joseph or Lori Easter at (276) 
251-7232 for more information.

The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department 
will have a cash giveaway at 7 p.m. The grand 
prize is $2,500 with additional prizes of $100 
each, and two prizes of $200 each. Cash raffle 
tickets are $20 each. Contact a fire department 
member to purchase a ticket at (276) 930-2117.

The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department 
will hold a hamburger steak dinner from 4-6:30 
p.m. The menu will include a hamburger steak, 
French fries, baked beans, slaw, roll, and a drink 
for $10. The meals can be eat-in or take out. To 
place an order, call (276) 930-2113.

The annual chicken stew will be held at the 
Collinstown-Stateline Community Building 
starting at 4 p.m. The stew is carry out only and 
donations are accepted.

Wednesday, Nov. 22

A Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be 
held at the Meadows of Dan Community Build-
ing from 4-6 p.m. The meal is free. Those who 
in the Meadows of Dan or Laurel Fork area can 
contact Katlyn Boyd at (276) 694-9708 to be add-
ed to the delivery list if they are unable to drive 
to attend the event.

Saturday, Dec. 2
The Church of the Living Water (formerly Stu-

art UMC) will hold its annual Christmas Bazaar 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be Christmas 
items, soups, and baked goods. For more infor-
mation, call (276) 694-3322.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, 
or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the 
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intended 
for school age children. For more information, 
call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in 
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Starting Oct. 24, from 1:30-2:30 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each month there 
will be an Introduction to Zen Meditation and 
Zen Buddhism at the Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary Stuart site.

Operation Christmas Child National Collection 
Week November 13-20

Drop-off Locations in Patrick County are:
Meadows of Dan Baptist Church

2511 Jeb Stuart Highway
Meadows of Dan: 

Mon, Nov. 13: 2pm-4pm
Tues, Nov. 14: 2pm-4pm
Wed. Nov.15: 2pm-4pm
Thu. Nov. 16: 5pm-7pm
Fri. Nov. 17: 5pm-7pm

Sat. Nov. 18: 10am-12pm
Sun. Nov. 19: 1pm-3pm

Mon. Nov. 20: 9am-11am

Minnie’s Chapel
161 Minnie’s Chapel Loop

Stuart: 
Mon. Nov. 13: 6pm-8pm
Tues. Nov. 14: 6pm-8pm
Wed. Nov. 15: 6pm-8pm
Thu. Nov. 16: 6pm-8pm
Fri. Nov. 17: 6pm-8pm

Sat. Nov. 18: 10am-2pm
Sun. Nov. 19: 1pm-4pm
Nov. Nov. 20: 8am-10am

Nettle Ridge Church
70 Nettle Ridge Loop

Stuart:
Mon. Nov. 13: 5pm-7pm
Tues. Nov. 14: 4pm-6pm
Wed. Nov. 15: 7pm-9pm
Thu. Nov. 16: 5pm-7pm
Fri. Nov. 17: 5pm-7pm

Sat. Nov. 18: 10am-12pm
Sun. Nov. 19: 1pm-5pm

Mon. Nov. 20: 8am-10am
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Buying or selling 
real estate?

Call us today!

Edd Martin, Broker
276-952-5008

Stephen Henderson
276-229-9684

Margaret Blevins
276-692-5376

Vicki Porter
276-694-6563

Pam Joyce
276-732-0802

Cameron Kolinski
276-340-8181

Deana Clark
276-229-7937

18376 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA 24171

276-694-5002
eddmartinrealestate.com

VISIT US ONLINE AT
W

W
W

.ENTERPRISE.NET

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Farmers need innovative technology 
to feed world’s growing population

It’s possible to combine cli-
mate-smart agriculture with in-
creased food production and inno-
vative technology.

That’s according to Ted McKin-
ney, CEO of the National Associa-
tion of State Departments of Agri-
culture, who spoke at the Virginia 
Agricultural Trade Conference on 
Nov. 1.

Co-hosted this year by the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation, the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, The Port of 
Virginia and the Virginia Tech De-
partment of Agricultural and Ap-
plied Sciences, the event has been 
held annually since 2008.

During his presentation on 
“Trade and Domestic Policy Priori-
ties,” McKinney told the nearly 200 
conference attendees that farm-
ers need to combine climate-smart 
practices with technology that will 
enable them to increase productiv-

ity.
“We can 

do this, 
but volun-

tary climate-smart programs are 
essential,” he remarked.

Studies have shown that farmers 
need to double their production in 
order to feed a projected 10 billion 
people in 2050. However, McKinney 
and other speakers said farmers 
around the world are losing produc-
tivity growth because innovative 
technologies are being rejected.

Virginia Tech’s Global Agricul-
tural Productivity Initiative, which 
leverages partnerships, innova-
tion, policy and analysis to ensure 
farmers have access to productivity 
tools, found that global agricultural 
productivity is in steep decline. The 
report also said current efforts to 
accelerate productivity growth fall 
short of the need. “We’re not getting 
the job done,” McKinney said.

He added that the European 
Union’s Precautionary Principle “is 
dangerous.” That principle states 
that if a given policy or action might 
cause harm to the public or the en-
vironment, and if there is no scien-
tific agreement on the issue, then 
the policy or action should not be 

carried out.
Greg Doud, COO of the National 

Milk Producers Federation, agreed. 
In his talk, “Current Risks to U.S. 
and Global Markets,” he said that 
Europeans are “going backward” in 
terms of global trade.

“We need to leave geopolitics out 
of this and focus on food produc-
tion,” Doud noted.

McKinney added that trade 
threats related to technology adop-
tion—like Mexico refusing to buy 
yellow corn from the U.S. because 
it’s genetically modified—are “trou-
bling.”

He then gave a synopsis of NAS-
DA’s position on trade with var-
ious countries. “I’m an advocate 
for sustaining trade with China,” 
McKinney remarked. He also said 
there are many opportunities in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

While the U.S. previously was 
hesitant to trade with Africa, there 
is more interest now.

Paul Spencer, a global trade pol-
icy advocacy leader for Corteva 
Agriscience, said his company is 

working to boost African farmers’ 
productivity.

He said a 10-year program in 
Tanzania that provides 100,000 
farmers with hybrid corn seed and 
herbicides doubled their income 
and increased production by 300%.

To improve global productiv-
ity, Spencer said “we need sci-
ence-based, internationally compat-
ible regulatory approaches.”

Gov. Glenn Youngkin also spoke 
at the trade conference and said 
Virginia is constantly working to 
expand its global trade, as evi-
denced by the record $5.1 billion in 
agricultural and forestry exports it 
generated in 2022. The 2022 export 
total eclipses the previous record $4 
billion set in 2021 by 25%.

Virginia’s top agricultural and 
forestry exports in 2022 were soy-
beans at over $2.3 billion, animal 
products at more than $960 million, 
tobacco at $215 million, wood prod-
ucts at more than $509 million, and 
beer at $145 million.

“We have to set an aggressive bar 
for this next year,” Youngkin said.

Heat Your Home Safely This Winter
We’re approaching 

months where the 
temperatures begin to 
drop, and many fam-
ilies are beginning 
to turn the heat on. 
Heating equipment 
is a leading cause of 
home fires in the U.S., 
and the American Red 
Cross is urging fam-
ilies to take steps to 
heat their home safely.

According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), 
fire departments re-
spond to more than 
44,200 home heating 
fires each year which 
cause hundreds of 
deaths and more than 
1,300 injuries.

Also, the NFPA re-
ports space heaters are 
most often responsible 
for home heating fires 
and a Red Cross sur-
vey showed that more 
than half of us have 
used one. It’s critical 
to keep at least three 
feet of space around 
all heating equipment, 
and never leave space 
heaters unattended. 
Follow these additional 
tips: 

If you must use a 
space heater, place it 

on a level, hard and 
nonflammable surface, 
such as a ceramic tile 
floor. Don’t place it 
on rugs and carpets, 
or near bedding and 
drapes. And keep chil-
dren and pets away 
from the heater.

Plug space heater 
power cords directly 
into outlets — never an 
extension cord. Turn it 
off every time you leave 
the room or go to sleep.

Never use a cooking 
range or oven to heat 
your home.

Never leave a fire 
burning in the fireplac-
es unattended. Make 
sure any embers in 
the fireplace are extin-
guished before going to 
bed or leaving home. 
Use a glass or metal 
fire screen to keep em-

bers in the fireplace.
Have furnaces, chim-

neys, fireplaces, wood 
and coal stoves inspect-
ed annually by a pro-
fessional and cleaned if 
necessary. 

To help protect your 
family year-round, test 
your smoke alarms 
monthly and practice 
your home fire escape 
plan until everyone can 
escape in less than two 
minutes — the amount 
of time you may have 
to get out of a burning 
home before it’s too 
late. 

If you cannot afford 
to purchase smoke 
alarms or are physical-
ly unable to install one, 
the Red Cross may be 
able to help. Contact 
your local Red Cross 
for help. 

Visit redcross.org/
fire for more infor-
mation, including an 
escape plan to prac-
tice with your family. 
Download the free Red 
Cross First Aid app so 
you’ll know what to do 
if emergency help is 
delayed and the free 
Emergency app for 
weather alerts, open 
Red Cross shelter loca-
tions and safety steps 
for different emergen-
cies. Choose whether 
you want to view the 
content in English or 
Spanish with an easy-
to-find language selec-
tor. Find these and all 
of the Red Cross apps 
in smartphone app 
stores by searching 
for the American Red 
Cross or going to red-
cross.org/apps.[HS1] 
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Tree Farm sets hours for the season

The Boys Home Christmas Tree Farm will 
open on Friday, November 24 for its 30th sea-
son. 

The updated hours for the 2023 season are 
below. In her bequest, Joanne Tannehill left 
her Augusta County tree farm to Boys Home 

as a teaching and learning experience for 
students. 

The tree farm is maintained throughout 
the year by the Christmas tree farm manager 
and students. In the spring, students assist 
with planting young seedlings and relocating 
mature transplants to the tree field. In the 
summer and fall, they shear trees and groom 
the fields. 

During the winter, the students harvest 
trees for wholesale. Once the Christmas tree 
farm opens, students assist visitors with 
choosing a Christmas tree and the packaging 
process. 

Wreaths will be available to purchase as 
well. All purchases will support this organi-
zation that serves as a home for the holidays 
and all year round for many young men. 

Tree Farm Dates and Hours for 2023
Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday
November 24, 25, 26 | 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Open Saturday and Sunday
December 2-3, 9-10 and Saturday, Decem-

ber 16 | 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Santa will be available for photos on De-

cember 2 and 3 from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
The address is 1118 Bear Wallow Flat, West 

Augusta, VA, or call (540) 939-4106 
For more information about Boys Home, 

or to donate, visit the website at www.
boyshomeofva.org.

New PA-C joins 
Northern Orthopaedics 
Alex Parker, Physician Assistant 

(PA-C), has joined the medical staff 
of Northern Orthopaedics to serve 
as a Physician Assistant for ortho-
pedic injuries and conditions. 

Parker has gained valuable expe-
rience in both surgical and primary 
care environments during her ten-
ure at healthcare institutions like 
Adventist Health in Ukiah, CA, 
and Barbour Orthopaedics & Spine 
in Atlanta, GA. 

Alex Parker, PA-C, is a proud 
alumna of Wake Forest Universi-
ty School of Medicine, where she 
earned a Master of Medical Sci-
ence in Physician Assistant studies. 
Additionally, she holds a Master 
of Science in Business Manage-
ment from Wake Forest University 
School of Business and a Bachelor 
of Science in Kinesiology from Tex-
as A&M University. Her education-
al background, along with her par-
ticipation in the Emerging Leaders 
Program, makes her an asset to the 
Northern Orthopaedics team. 

Born in Seattle, WA, and raised 
in Houston, TX, Parker’s early fas-
cination with medicine and per-
sonal connection to orthopedics 
stemmed from her experiences as 
a high school athlete, inspiring her 
journey toward becoming a health-
care professional.

Parker’s patient-centric phi-
losophy emphasizes compassion, 
trust, and open communication. 
She strives to ensure every patient 
feels valued, heard, and respected, 
addressing not only their medical 
needs but also their concerns and 
preferences.

Joining Northern Orthopaedics, 
Parker was particularly drawn to 
the warm and welcoming atmo-
sphere fostered by the entire team. 
Their commitment to a family-ori-
ented approach aligns seamlessly 
with the culture of Northern Ortho-

paedics, making it an ideal fit for 
Parker’s professional aspirations.

“We are excited to welcome Alex 
Parker, PA-C, to the practice,” says 
Dr. Robert Williamson, a surgeon 
at Northern Orthopaedics. “Her 
dedication to exceptional patient 
care and her extensive experience 
in orthopedics makes her a valuable 
addition to our team.” 

As part of the Northern Ortho-
paedics team, Parker looks forward 
to addressing various orthopedic 
issues, including hip, shoulder, 
knee, and back pain. Her versatile 
skill set and dedication to patient 
well-being will make a positive im-
pact on the community we serve. 

Outside of her professional en-
deavors, Parker enjoys exploring 
the great outdoors through hiking 
and camping. She also cherishes 
quality time spent with family on 
their farmstead and indulging in 
the simple pleasures of a good book 
and a cup of tea. 

To schedule an appointment with 
Alex Parker, PA-C, call Northern 
Orthopaedics at (336) 719-0011. 
For more information about North-
ern Orthopaedics, please visit us 
online at www.choosenorthern.org.

Wayne & Hazel Clark and Kevin & Christie Yates won the 2023 Patrick County Farm 
Bureau Hay Bale Decorating Contest and received a Fall Prize Package.

Winners announced in 
local agriculture contest

Congratulations to neighbors 
Wayne & Hazel Clark and Kevin 
& Christie Yates in the Critz com-
munity of Patrick County.  They 
were the winners of the 2023 Pat-
rick County Farm Bureau Hay Bale 
Decorating Contest and received a 
Fall Prize Package. They all worked 
together to put the display togeth-
er. This was a result of neighbors 
coming together to celebrate the 
long history of agriculture in their 
community.  

According to Sandra W. Heath, 
volunteer Board member of Patrick 
County Farm Bureau, the contest is 
designed to showcase and highlight 
agriculture across Patrick County 
and the Commonwealth, engage lo-
cal communities, and spark conver-
sations about the food we eat and 
where it begins.  Patrick County 
Farm Bureau appreciates all the 
entries, and the committee would 
like to thank everyone who entered 
the local contest.  All entries sub-
mitted will be entered in the State-
wide Contest.

Agriculture is Virginia’s largest 
private industry by far. The indus-

try has an economic impact of $82.3 
billion annually.  The industries 
of agriculture and forestry togeth-
er have a total economic impact of 
$105 billion.

Patrick County Farm Bureau in-
vites you to join a growing mem-
bership and be a Virginia Farm 
Bureau member. It is a simple yet 
powerful way to put your support 
squarely behind the farms that 
produce your family’s food. When 
you join the Virginia Farm Bureau, 
your annual membership is used 
for a wide variety of programs, ed-
ucation tools and events that help 
agriculture prosper.  Your annual 
membership to Virginia Farm Bu-
reau directly supports farmers in 
your community and throughout 
Virginia. As a member, you’ll also 
get access to valuable discounts and 
member services from leading man-
ufacturers and retailers.  Contact 
Betsy Conner at Patrick County 
Farm Bureau at 276-694-7108 for 
more information. (Photo by Terri 
Clark Collins. Information submit-
ted by the Patrick County Farm Bu-
reau Board of Directors.)
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Firewater 
1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 340-4472

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00

SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
STATE 

INSPECTIONS

• Oil Changes using Amsoil, 
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service 
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator 

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Fair bigger, better than ever
By Paula Drady
A favorite, fall fun week, the 

69th annual Patrick County Agri-
cultural Fair was back again this 
year, bigger and better than ever. 
Kids of all ages experienced a won-
derful, excitement-filled week of 
rides, exhibits, animals large and 
small, fair food, games, music, and 
so much more.

Despite the rained-out first 
night, the fairgrounds were packed 
the rest of the week with estimates 
of attendance at more than 8,000. 
Visitors came not only from Pat-
rick County but also from as far 
away as West Virginia, Richmond 
and Charlotte. The Demolition 
Derby featured more than 30 cars 

with an estimated 1,800-2,000 in 
attendance, one of the best years 
ever. The newest event, the Satur-
day night dance, was well attend-
ed and attracted skilled dancers of 
all ages.

Stuart Rotarians and volunteers 
from the community work many 
hours each year to make the fair 
a success. This year there were 
over 300 shifts that needed to be 
filled with many of those spots 
filled by community volunteers. 
The Patrick County Cougars base-
ball team parked cars every night.  
Many Patrick County folks filled 
spots to process all the agricultur-
al exhibits. Volunteers from the 
local fire and rescue and sheriff’s 

departments were on hand each 
night.

Besides providing a fun-filled, 
wholesome week of entertainment, 
the fair plows its income back into 
Patrick County. Each year, those 
profits provide thousands of dol-
lars in scholarships to graduating 
PCHS seniors and help fund other 
Rotary service projects. Currently, 
a series of walking trails is being 
developed at Rotary Field. The fair 
profits also fund expansion and 
renovation of ballfields, trails and 
buildings which are then available 
to Patrick Countians of all ages 
all year round. At the volunteer 
appreciation dinner after the fair, 
the first of this year’s donations 

were presented to local agencies to 
thank them for their service, not 
just at the fair but all year long.  

Fair Treasurer Julia Hennessey 
presented donations to Kenny 
Brady, representing the various 
Patrick County Fire and Rescue 
teams; Tal Swails, for the PC Cou-
gar baseball program; and Rob 
Coleman, Patrick County Sheriff’s 
Department, for the Shop with a 
Cop Program. 

The Patrick County Fair and 
The Rotary Club of Stuart wish to 
thank all the people from Patrick 
County who supported the fair, 
especially our volunteers. See you 
next year.

(Drady is Rotary Club Secretary)

Julia Hennessey, the fair treasurer, presented checks to (1) Rob Coleman, Sheriff’s Department; (2) Kenny Brady, Fire and Rescue and (3) Tal Swails, Patrick County Cougars.

Legislators connect with students 
Sen. Bill Stanley and Del. Wren Williams en-

joyed the recent “Legislators Day” at Galax High 
School.

Williams, R-Stuart, and Stanley, R-Moneta, vis-
ited with 8th graders and seniors, and discussed 
the legislative process. (Contributed photos)

Sen. Bill Stanley (right) and Del. Wren Williams discussed the legislative process. Students in Galax High School gathered for Legislators Day, which featured Sen. Bill 
Stanley (left) and Del. Wren Williams.

Sen. Bill Stanley (second from right) and Del. Wren Williams are pictured with a group of 
students.

Del. Wren Williams converses with a Galax High School 
student during Legislators Day.
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Lic# 2907004059

Phone: (540) 745-2005
or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091
brlanda@swva.net • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.
Awarded “National Top 10 Office

2016 - 2022”

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, March 29th at 5 PM
Farm Equipment, Auto, Tool & Furniture Auction in Richmond VA

5700 Kingsland Rd, Richmond, VA 23237

Items Include: 1929 Buick Wooden Spoke Rumble Seat Roadster1951 Frazer
Vagabond, 1965 Ford 100 Truck,1954 Hudson Jet Liner, 1937 Ford Phaeton Flat Head
V8, 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 1, 1974 LTD 2 DR, 2005 International 7400 DT466,
2001 Sterling Truck, Vermeer BC1000XL Chipper, New Idea 4855 Round Baler, Kubota
L2350 2WD, Big Bale Buster Hay Buster, Kubota L4330 4WD w/Loader, TD1100 Bush
Hog PTO Driven Finish Mower, John Deere Collectibles, Antiques, Tools, Oil Lamps,
Bedroom Suites, Household Items, What Nots, Glassware, China, Dishes & MORE!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA Sales Tax Charged. All items being sold “as is,
where is”. Auction company will charge credit card on file for total invoices up to $300
max. Any invoices over this amount must be paid by cash, certified or cashier’s check
at pick up.Auction starts ending at 5 PM EST with a soft close. No Shipping provided
by the Auction Company.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Danielle Dillon at 540-597-7268 or email DDillonRealtor@gmail.com

Ends Thursday, March 30th at 4 PM
Private Mountain Retreat with Creek in Callaway VA!

12306 Callaway Rd., Callaway, VA 24067

You have the opportunity to purchase a charming mountain retreat in Callaway VA.
This property features +/- 40 acres of land with a 1,120 square foot log sided cabin.
Built in 2012, this cabin features 1 bedroom and 1 bath. Incredible setting on +/- 40
acres! Bold Green Creek flows behind the cabin. The wooded mountain serves as the
backdrop for seclusion. There is also a small branch that runs from the road to the
creek. Ford the creek for ATV access to the back of the property. Also has a walking
bridge across the creek that goes to the back meadow where Chinese Chestnuts are
planted. Multiple walking and ATV trails along with 6 tree stands. Land is planted with
Ladino clover, Japanese Sawtooth Oaks and approximately 1,100 Loblolly pine trees.
Abundant wildlife including deer, bear, turkey and other small game. 36’ x 24’ Barn or
outbuilding on the property as well. Only 30 minutes to Rocky Mount and Roanoke VA.
This is a fantastic recreational or hunting retreat! Don’t miss your opportunity to own
this outdoor lover’s paradise!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence.Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Wednesday, April 12th at 4 PM
Large Land Tract for Sale in Floyd VA!

TBD Rock Hill Church Rd., Floyd, VA 24091

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor
Booie Dehart at 276-952-5061 or email booied@yahoo.com

This stunning 129 acre property is a true gem, featuring everything you could want in
a country estate. From the serene and babbling creek to the historic home sites, this
land is steeped in history and natural beauty. With a mix of open pastures and dense
woods, this property is perfect for anyone looking to escape the hustle and bustle of
the city and reconnect with nature. This property has excellent long range views from
the top of the ridge. It also has a lot of marketable timber on the property. Whether
you’re an avid hunter or just enjoy riding ATVs, this property has everything you need
to enjoy the great outdoors. Imagine yourself exploring the winding trails through the
woods or sitting by the creek, listening to the soothing sounds of nature. With plenty
of open pastures, you could even turn this into your own private farm. This property
truly has endless possibilities, and the only limit is your imagination. Great location on
a dead end road, near the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and minutes from the town of
Floyd VA! Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of Virginia history and start living
your dream rural lifestyle today.

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585 or
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor

Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

Ends Wednesday, April 5th at 4 PM
New Contemporary Home Near Dan River in Meadows of Dan VA!
323 Ramp Hollow Lane, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

You have the opportunity to purchase a beautiful contemporary home in Meadows
of Dan VA. This property features +/- 5 acres of land near the Dan River! Built in
2022, this high quality home features +/- 944 square feet with 2 bedrooms, and 1
bath. Construction beyond building code and includes concrete floors, vaulted ceiling
in the great room, split unit heating and cooling, PBR metal roof used in industrial
construction, metal siding, 2x6 exterior walls with foam insulation in walls and ceiling.
Has a private well and septic, and gravel driveway. Storage building also on the
property. This would make a great recreational or fishing retreat! Great as a year round
home or vacation retreat. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this unique mountain
get-away!

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price.
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold “as is, where is, with any and all faults.” Buyer is
expected to complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for
complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Preview Date – Tuesday, March 21st at 4 PM

Preview Date: Saturday, March 25th from 10 AM - 2 PM Preview Date: Wednesday, March 22nd at 4 PM

Pick-Up Items: Saturday, April 1st from 10 AM – 2 PM
at 5700 Kingsland Rd., Richmond, VA
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FEATURED LISTINGS

STUART, VA

WOOLWINE, VA

PATRICK SPRINGS, VA

BASSETT, VA

Check out this 33 acre tract that features a great mix of wooded and pasture 
land. The property has well, septic, and underground utilities. Enjoy the wildlife 
and a nice stream.  $240,000

Well maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch home. It sits on 3.4 acres of 
land, with a full unfinished basement and nice deck. $190.000 

 Check out this historic home that was built in 1837. It features a lot of its 
original character,  4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and 4 non-conforming bedrooms.  
$495,000

 This wooded 5.4 acre lot features frontage on Dongwood Mountain Ln. IT has 
underground utilities in place and a new survey was just completed. Jill Creek 
runs through the property. $35,997
 

Farms - Homes - Land - Estates - Personal Property
Interested in selling? Our Jumpstart Program might be the answer! Contact us today for more information at (540) 745-2005. 

Lic.#0226000240

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com
www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com • www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com

ONLINE AUCTION

Bid Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Ends Thursday, December 7th at 3 PM
Large Farm Tract for Sale at Auction in Floyd VA

2103 Ridgeview Rd NW, Floyd, VA 24091
Preview Date: Thursday, November 18th at 11 PM

Searching for farmland, a great family home, or building site? Check out these 5 
offerings which total 174.78 acres. Acreage features mostly open farmland with 
good views, several building sites, access to Beaver Creek, and an existing brick 
ranch home. Property is being offered in 5 tracts, so purchase multiple to get the 
acreage you desire!

Offering #1 - 25.14 ac • Offering #2 - 35.44 ac & House
Offering #3 - 48.98 ac • Offering #4 - 57.65 ac

Offering #5 - 7.56 ac 
TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to 
arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 per tract is required on 
day of sale. Close on or before January 22, 3024. Subject to seller confirmation 
and court approval. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer 
is expected to complete their own due diligence before placing a bid. Auction 
starts ending at 3 PM on December 7, 2023. Please note that during the last two 
minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended 
an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you receive 
notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-
Auction offers received. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.
Matt@gmail.com


