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P&HCC celebrates the official opening of

MET II Wlth a 50 percent enrollment increase

Dr. Greg Hodges, president of Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) welcomed
visitors at the grand opening of the new MET II.

By Debbie Hall

Local and state representatives,
as well as those from various orga-
nizations and agencies, gathered on
November 30 to celebrate the grand
opening of the MET II lab at Pat-
rick & Henry Community College,
which currently boasts 165 stu-

dents.

“The grand opening has been
years in the making,” Dr. Greg
Hodges, president of P&HCC, said
at the event that was held at P&H-
CC’s Martinsville campus.

“In 2017, we opened Building I of
our Manufacturing, Engineering,

A group of V|S|tors toured the new areas of MET II.

and Technology Complex. We call
it ‘The Met,” which 1s 50,000 square
feet dedicated to what we at P&H-
CC call the J-O-B Degree.

“MET I is dedicated to the career
and education pathways such as
mechatronics, robotics, CAD, indus-
trial maintenance, industrial engi-

neering and electronics, and the
Racing College of Virginia,” Hodges
said.

With the grand opening, “we add
an additional 22,000 square feet of
space to MET II, which allows us to
triple our welding capacity and ex-

(See P&HCC p. 3)

Thomas Stuart returns,

Marcy stzll mzssmg

By Debbie Hall

One of the felines missing from
Stuart has been found, but the loca-
tion of another remains a mystery.

Thomas Stuart, a mascot of sorts
in the Uptown Stuart area, was
found on Sunday, Dec. 10. He had
been missing since Nov. 30.

Erica Cipko Wade, who is one of i<

the humans caring for Thomas, said
“it seems that he just walked up the
street.”

James Edwards and Doug Still-
er spotted Tom as he walked up
Main Street from the area of the
Visitor Center, Wade said. The two
“snagged him and kept him until”
Town Manager Bryce Simmons ar-
rived with a cage to hold Thomas
for the time being.

Shortly thereafter, Chris Corbett
arrived at the office of his law firm
to let Thomas inside, said Wade,
who attends church in Collinsville.

“I was down there trying to or-
chestrate/coordinate his return to
the office,” she said of the law firm.
Thomas splits his time between

Bryce Slmmons town manager, corralled
Thomas in a crate shortly after the feline
was found Sunday.

there and Divine Designs Salon, of-
ten visiting other businesses along
the way.

When found, Thomas “was basi-
cally clean and his feet were white,
and fairly dry even though it was
raining,” Wade said. “He lost about
5 to 6 pounds, and was fairly dehy-
drated.”

In his usual style though, “he

(See Thomas Stuart p. 3)

The festival of lights will feature different caroling groups every night except Wednesday,
December 20.

Festival of Lights
returns to Dehart Park

By Taylor Boyd

The third annual DeHart Park
Festival of Lights will be held Fri-
day, December 15 through Satur-
day, December 23, at the park. The
festival operates on Fridays and
Saturdays from 6-9 p.m. and Sun-
days — Thursdays, from 6-8 p.m.

Amy Corns, chairman of the Stu-
art Parks & Recreation Association
Fundraising Committee, said the
event represents the community
coming together to spread Christ-
mas cheer while also raising money
for the park.

“Each year, we kind of focus on
a different fundraising goal. This
year, the profits from the Festival
of Lights will go to raising money to
redo our bathrooms to make them

ADA (Americans with Disability
Act) compliant,” she said.

Corns said the association add-
ed a pickleball court this fall and
a sand volleyball court last year.
It also is finishing up additions to
the playground for inclusive play-
ground pieces. A T-Mobile grant
is earmarked to pay for the equip-
ment.

“We're hoping to provide access
and pour maybe a concrete walk-
way towards those ADA pieces so
that the community can easily ac-
cess them at our park,” she said.
“We got a grant for $45,000 for
those inclusive pieces, but we will
use our fundraising funds to help
with anything that we need to tie

(See Festival p. 7)

|| A mobile home has been parked near the Vlrglma 8/103 mtersectlon for months

(Contributed photos)

Fundraising effort
underway to move
abandoned property

By Debbie Hall

A handwritten sign affixed to one
end of an abandoned mobile home
says it all: “If you can haul me, you
can have me,” but so far, there have
been no takers, and a fundrais-
ing effort is now underway to pay
for expenses related to demolition/
moving.

“I’'m not sure who put the sign up,
but I know lots of folks in the com-
munity would like to see it gone,”

said Sondra Miller, owner of the
property where the disabled trailer
has been parked for months.

The home was wrecked while it
was being towed from Virginia 8
onto Virginia 103, according to Mill-
er.

Initially, the home was parked
near the Virginia 8/103 intersection
sometime in early June. Some say it
predated the Beach Music Festival,

(See Mobile Home p. 3)

Attempted murder charge
lodged in Dec. 7 incident

A Bassett man was charged with
attempted murder in connection
with an incident in the Claudville
community of Patrick County, ac-
cording to a release from Patrick
County Sheriff Dan Smith.

Smith said the incident occurred
around 3:40 a.m. on December 7,
when video surveillance allegedly
captured footage of a man with a
gasoline can and the occupied home
at 23 Mills School Road being ig-
nited. The home is located in the
Claudville area of the county.

Shortly after 4 a.m. that day, a
man crashed his vehicle approx-
imately 12 miles from the home,
Smith said.

Daniel Shields Reynolds, 39, was
arrested by the Virginia State Po-
lice as a result of the crash, and
charged with driving under the in-
fluence, Smith said.

On the afternoon of December 7,
the resident at 23 Mills School Road
discovered smoldering melted sid-
ing and other burned material on
her home, and contacted the sher-
iff’s office, Smith said, adding that
Reynolds had been released from
the Patrick County Jail just before
the call reporting the fire damage.

Smith said that Reynolds and the
resident at 23 Mills School Road
had been involved in a relationship.

Daniel Shields Reynolds

“That fact that the home did not
become fully engulfed in flames is
a miracle, otherwise we would most
likely be dealing with a loss of life,”
Smith said in a Friday release.

Smith said the Henry County
Sheriff’s Office was “an enormous
help in locating and arresting Reyn-
olds” in connection with the inci-
dent.

Currently, Reynolds is being held
without bond in the Patrick County
Jail. In addition to attempted mur-
der, he also is charged with arson in
connection with the incident.

Sheriff lieutenants Foley and
Steve Austin are handling the case.
Anyone with information is urged
to contact Foley at (276) 692-6660
or Austin at (276) 692-5950.
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION

3 Tracts in Meadows of Dan, VA
Bidding Begins Mon, December 4,
Ending Thurs, December 14 at 12pm

5050 & 5090 Jeb Stuart Hwy.,
Meadows of Dan, VA

Selling in 3 tracts

Land tract on approX‘.' 6.36 acres

Have Updated Title Report and New Survey
Preview: Sunday, December 10, 4pm - 6pm

Visit website for more details RogersAuctionGroup.com

Fire season in Virginia
ends, after extreme activity

During this year’s fall fire season,
which ran from Oct. 15 to Nov. 30, the
Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF)
responded to 156 wildfires that burned
nearly 25,000 acres and damaged 13
structures. Suppression efforts by DOF
and the agency’s firefighting partners
are credited with saving 224 homes and
268 other structures, with an estimat-
ed protected value of $46.8 million. For
comparison, 89 wildfires burned 2,654
acres in the 2022 fall fire season.

“With 35 consecutive days of sup-
pression efforts, this fall fire season
provided tremendous challenges,” said
State Forester Rob Farrell. “Our wild-
land firefighters once again answered
the call to protect Virginia’s communi-
ties and natural resources. These suc-
cesses would not be possible without
our local, state and federal partners, as
well as supporting resources from other
states.”

Drought conditions combined with
seasonal factors such as low humidity,
high winds, and dry leaves and grass,
allows wildfires to start easily, spread
quickly and be difficult to contain. Al-
though the fall fire season has ended,
the threat of wildfire is always present,
and many parts of Virginia are still in
a drought.

“Until drought conditions lift, fire
danger will remain elevated,” said DOF
Director of Fire and Emergency Re-
sponse John Miller. “The leading cause
of wildfires this year was once again
escaped debris burning. Many locali-
ties have implemented fire restrictions,
so check with local officials before con-
ducting any outdoor burning. Even if
no fire restrictions are in place, we en-
courage those in drought areas to delay
all outdoor burning until the drought is
lifted.”

Follow these tips when burning de-
bris:

*Check with local officials
burning.

*Avoid burning if your locality is in
a drought.

*Avoid burning on dry, windy days.

*Keep your burn pile small.

*Stay with your fire until it’s com-
pletely out (drown, stir, drown again,
ensure it’s cool).

*Have a rake or shovel and charged
water hose on hand.

*Have a phone ready to call 911 if a
fire escapes your control.

*Consider a “green” alternative to
burning yard debris: compost your or-
ganic yard waste.

before

Pets f the Week

chickens.
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This white dog with the baby blue eyes is so
anxious to have a home for Christmas. Please
come and meet him. He needs a home with no

This handsome orange cat would love a
home for Christmas. There are many cats in
the shelter waiting for a home.

Call the Call the Patrick County Public An-

imal Shelter (PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259 for
more information. To view other available
pets, visit the shelter or check out its Face-
book page. Adoption fees are $10 and include

ROGERS Keith Gunter

Auctioneer/Sale Manager
REALTY & AUCTION CO., INC.

Auctioneer|

276-952-5281
VAAL #2

Variety of Tires,

Better Service, and
Competitive Price

Quality is our Business
Let us straighten
out your ride!

.

-

spay/neuter and a rabies vaccination.

~ILKEN

TIRE

HaNKOOK

driving emotion

Wheel Alignmenté Start:
November 27th

Starting At:
4 Wheel - $75.00
2 Wheel - $49.99

Drop in or schedule your
appointment today!
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P&HCC

(cont. from page 1)

pand both virtual and robotic weld-
ing to produce employees with skill
sets that are in high demand in our
service region,” he said.

“The local economic payoff is al-
ready underway, as we are able to
begin instruction in this new facility
back in February while renovations
were being finalized,” Hodges said.
“We now have 165 students current-
ly enrolled in this new building, rep-
resenting a 50 percent enrollment
increase in just a few weeks, with an
additional 71 students on the pro-
cessing list to begin very shortly.”

The success, he said, “is the direct
result of one thing: Partnerships.”

Hodges explained that the grand
opening of MET II would not have
been possible “without the confi-
dence and investments” in P&HCC
from its local, state, and federal
partners.

“With a total price tag of just shy
of $6 million, MET II is opening to-
day because our partners ensured
that the vision became a reality for
a state-of-the-art facility that pro-
vides students with skills and com-
petencies, they need to acquire good
paying, high demand jobs in the
communities” served by the college,
Hodges said, and extended “deep
appreciation” to those partners.

At the federal level, P&HCC “re-
ceived $458,000 from the Public
Works Program of the Economic De-
velopment Administration for pur-
chase of this state-of-the-art equip-
ment” used in the new lab, Hodges
said.

On a regional and state lev-
el, Hodges said P&HCC received
$600,000 from the Tobacco Commis-
sion in renovation funds, and an ad-

ditional $224,000 in equipment.

Locally, the P&HCC Board invest-
ed $1.1 million in local funds, “and
finally, and most critically, we want
to acknowledge and extend our deep,
deep gratitude to the Harvest Foun-
dation, which invested $3.45 million
in total project funds,” he said, add-
ing several members of the founda-
tion and its board also were among
those attending the ceremony.

Hodges extended his “deep grat-
itude to the team” at the college,
“who have worked so hard to ensure
that this facility is, indeed, best in
class.

Go VA Region 3 provided funds
to add another instructor, Hodges
said, and also noted the P&HCC
Board has partnered with the col-
lege throughout the process.

The grand opening represents 40
percent of the space allocation in
MET II, Hodges said. The remain-
ing 60 percent of the building was
separated by a door behind the po-
dium.

It represents 30,000 square feet of
the building “for which we are now
raising funds which will expend cur-
rent programming and create new
programming in areas like precision
machining, engine repair, heavy
equipment operation, and simula-
tion,” Hodges said.

The renovated space once com-
plete will also create an additional
flexible space to accommodate the
workforce needs of new businesses
and the expansion of current region-
al employers, he said.

“As with all renovations for our
two MET buildings, every square
foot will be dedicated to good-pay-
ing jobs here in our community,” he

added and introduced Mark Heath,
president and CEO of the Martins-
ville-Henry County Economic De-
velopment Corp. (EDC).

Heath said the grand opening
“truly is a great day” for the college,
but also for the community “as it re-
lates to the community’s overall eco-
nomic development efforts.

“In today’s economic development
world, competition is greater than
ever. Communities are investing in
sites and buildings, housing, and all
manner of place-making to make
themselves stand out in a very
crowded field,” Heath said.

Workforce training “has always
been a key component to any com-
munity’s economic development and
marketing plan. Especially in to-
day’s tightening labor market, work-
force training is first and foremost
in the minds of companies and site
selection consultants alike,” Heath
said, adding that P&HCC “has long
been a key team member of the
Martinsville-Henry County EDC’s
efforts, and today’s announcement
only further adds to their impor-
tance.”

The EDC, Heath said, “has been
bringing clients to MET I for a num-
ber of years, and it has added a lot
to our economic development suc-
cess over the past number of years.
Now, with MET II’s expansion, Pat-
rick & Henry’s already world-class
welding program will only enhance
the EDC’s training offerings even
more.”

Heath added that “the EDC ap-
preciates all of the hard work on
behalf of our community, and we
can’t wait to bring our clients from
around the world to this world-class

Mark Heath, president and CEO of the
Martinsville-Henry County Economic
Development Corp. (EDC), said the new
facility will help with marketing and
economic development efforts.

Thomas Stuart

(cont. from page 1)

was so happy to be with people who
loved and missed him,” Wade said,
adding that Thomas also “had lost
his voice from yelling so much be-
fore he was noticed.”

On Monday, Thomas was checked
out by a veterinarian, Wade said.

“He has a mild upper respirato-
ry infection and is getting fluids.
His nails are broken, and he has
scratches on his feet, likely from
trying to get out of wherever he
was,” she said.

For now, “it seems like there are
big details missing, but only Tom
will know the truth” about the cir-
cumstances of his 10-day absence,
Wade said.

Wade and others also spent part

Mobile Home

(cont. from page 1)

which got underway on June 8.

“The owner, upon the request of the state trooper

DeWitt House, senior program officer with
the Harvest Foundation, addressed those
gathered at the grand opening.

Dr. David Doré, Chancellor of the Virginia
Community College System, was in
Martinsville-Henry County to celebrate the
grand opening at P&HCC.

facility.”

Dr. David Doré, Chancellor of
the Virginia Community College
System, commended Hodges, the
team at P&HCC, the partners “who
played a key role in bringing this
to life. We are in a competitive en-
vironment like we have never been
before.”

The building, Doré said, “really
exemplifies the kind of alignment
and partnership that we are build-
ing across the entire system. I have
been in manufacturing facilities
throughout the United States, and
you have one of the finest facilities
in the nation in terms of really be-
ing best in class. Everything you do
here is best in class and we want to
keep that momentum going.”

Doré said, “This building and this
team exemplifies this notion of get-
ting to yes. Partnerships with indus-
try and alignment will become more
and more important to the economic
development of the Commonwealth
of Virginia.”

He again thanked Hodges and his
team “for the kind of alignment that
we need across our whole system.”

DeWitt House, senior program of-
ficer with the Harvest Foundation,
said that P&HCC “is one of the best-
kept secrets in our community.”

However, that is changing, he
said, adding that the Harvest Foun-
dation’s investment “is what we look
at as just one investment in a series
of great investments in this commu-
nity, and what Dr. Hodges and the
folks” at P&HCC “are doing to move
the workforce forward. We're look-
ing forward to being partners for a
long time to come.”

A group of visitors toured the new areas of
MET II.

of Monday “working on collecting
all the pledged reward money,”
which was last reported on the sa-
lon’s social media to be $1,000.

Meanwhile, Marcy Boots, one of
Thomas’ offspring, remains miss-
ing, according to Susan Branham,
owner of Quilted Colors in Stuart.

Like Thomas, Marcy had the
same routine for nearly five years,
Branham said.

“She mostly stayed inside the
store,” but Marcy sometimes went
outside during the day, Branham
said, adding that Marcy almost al-
ways returned at night, until Mon-
day, Nov. 27.

The appearance of the two cats is
remarkably similar as well, Barn-

ham said.

“A lot of people would ask me
‘was that Thomas,” when they saw
her in the window” of the store on
Main Street, Branham said, and ex-
plained that the biggest difference
is the white spot on Thomas’ nose is
on the other side on Marcy.

Additionally, Marcy is spayed,
but she is not as big as Thomas.

“She has a little bit of extra fluff
on her, but not much,” Branham
said.

Thomas’ return has given her
new hope that Marcy also will find
her way back. That, combined with
the fact that “she did this once be-
fore. She was gone three weeks to
the day,” Branham said. “So, it’s

Marcy Boots is still missing.

possible” that she will return.
Anyone with information about

Marcy’s whereabouts is asked to

call the store at (276) 694-3020.

to move it off the road, had it towed to the place it
is now,” Miller said of the trailer’s current location,
listed online as 6115 Dry Pond Highway, Stuart.

Miller, who owns the right of way where the trail-
er now sits, explained that the owner of the mobile
home “began working on fixing the hitch, I am guess-
ing so that he could finish moving it to its intended
destination. Before he could accomplish this task,
however, he died.”

Miller said she contacted the sheriff’s office, state
troopers, the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT), the Commonwealth Attorney, and the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles (DMYV).

“I also contacted some neighbors and contractors,
trying to figure out options,” she said.

The state discontinued maintenance of the area
now occupied by the trailer and no longer has con-
trol of it, said Lisa Price-Hughes, resident engineer
with VDOT.

Hughes said VDOT officials are working with the
Virginia State Police (VSP) to have it towed.

“We don’t have any way to tow it,” she said. Gen-
erally, in cases that involve abandoned vehicles in
snow storms, etc., “we work with the Virginia State
Police to get them towed.”

Miller said she also has no way to move the prop-
erty.

“I think the hitch might be broken so I am not sure

! . _‘,4,

! \A ‘.‘
A handwritten sign states “If you can haul me, you can
have me.”

how easy it would be to move it. It is a standard-size
single-wide trailer with 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom.
It’s in poor condition overall,” she said.

She has the necessary paperwork, including a Ve-
hicle Removal Certificate, and an Abandoned Vehi-
cle Record Request Receipt issued by the DMV “that
I would present to the licensed demo contractor.

“I can now have the trailer demolished, but that
is very expensive,” Miller said, adding that her pri-
mary interest is getting the home off of her property.

“It just really comes down to funding at this point,”
Miller said, adding that she has received one quote
from a demolition contractor to demolish the trailer.

According to a printed notice, the home is considered an
abandoned vehicle.

“It was $4,000,” Miller said. “No one I know has
that kind of money for something random like that.”

She is pursuing legal options and said her sister
suggested starting a GoFundMe page for the aban-
doned trailer demo and/or legal fees.

“My time frame to raise funds for this trailer’s
demolition is 1 year,” Miller wrote on the fundrais-
ing site. “If I don’t have the funds needed by that
point, I will be forced to return donations, less the
money spent on legal fees and the trailer will remain
indefinitely.”

To donate, or for more information, visit https://
www.gofundme.com/f/abandoned-trailer-demolition.
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A Date Which Will Live in Infamy

On December 7, 1941, just before 8:00 am, the
Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service launched a
surprise attack on the United States. The U.S.
naval base at Pearl Harbor, located on Oahu,
Hawaii, was attacked by 353 Imperial Japanese
fighters in two waves.

The attack destroyed eight massive U.S. bat-
tleships and more than 300 airplanes. In total,
2,403 Americans were killed as a result of the
attack, and 1,178 others were wounded.

Almost half of the Americans who died that day
were aboard the USS Arizona. An 1,800-pound
bomb was dropped on the battleship and land-
ed in the ship’s forward ammunition magazine.
The ship then exploded and sank, killing 1,000
men who were trapped inside.

Seven and a half hours later on that day, Ja-
pan officially declared war on the United States
and the British Empire.

The following day, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt addressed the nation in a Joint Session of
Congress. The opening line of the speech began,
“Yesterday, December 7, 1941 — a date which
will live in infamy...”

The United States, up until the attack on
Pearl Harbor, was a neutral nation. On Decem-
ber 8, the United States Congress declared war
on Japan, and so led to the U.S. formally enter-
ing World War II.

Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor was designed
to destroy the United States’ Pacific fleet. Al-
most the entire fleet was moored around Ford
Island in the harbor and hundreds of airplanes
sat in nearby airfields.

However, as it turns out, one of our Navy’s
most important types of vessels, our aircraft
carriers, were not there that day. These air-

craft carriers played the critical role of bringing
planes to distant battle areas around the Pacific.

All three of the Pacific Fleet’s carriers were
away from Pearl Harbor on December 7. The
USS Enterprise was on its way back to Pearl
Harbor, after transporting 12 Marine Corps
F4F-3 Wildcat fighters to Wake Island. The USS
Lexington was sent to Midway Island to deliver
18 Marine Corps SB2U Vindicator dive bomb-
ers. The last, USS Saratoga, was in San Diego
after going through months long refit.

Our other four carriers, USS Ranger, USS
Yorktown, USS Hornet, and USS Wasp were
stationed on the East Coast.

The absence of the carriers that day proved to
be crucial to the United States’ success in future
battles in the Pacific. American aircraft carriers
played important roles in the Battle of Coral Sea
(May 4-8, 1942) and the Battle of Midway (June
4-7,1942).

The USS Lexington and USS Yorktown suc-
cessfully damaged a Japanese carrier and sunk
supporting ships during the Battle of Coral Sea.
However, the USS Lexington was critically dam-
aged (and later scuttled), and the USS Yorktown
was badly damaged as well. Despite this, USS
Yorktown was able to return to Pearl Harbor for
repairs. The carrier was put to sea only 72 hours
later, even though it was originally thought re-
pairs would take weeks. Accordingly, Yorktown
was able to provide support at the Battle of Mid-
way.

During Midway, Yorktown took on counterat-
tacks by the Japanese, providing cover for USS
Enterprise and USS Hornet. Though the Japa-
nese crippled Yorktown, their losses proved sub-
stantial, having lost four aircraft carriers during

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

the battle. It is considered a turning point in the
War in the Pacific.

A Side Note

Jeannette Rankin was the first woman to be
elected to federal office in the United States.
She was also the only member of Congress to
vote against declaring war on Japan and enter-
ing World War II. She had been one of a hand-
ful of members who earlier in her life had vot-
ed against entering World War I as well. While
some may argue there were valid reasons to vote
against WWI, there was no justifying voting
against defending ourselves from the Japanese
after their sneak attack on Pearl Harbor.

It is important to remember Pearl Harbor and
honor the lives lost on that day. It is also im-
portant to remember our nation unified, fought,
struggled, and prevailed.

On the 82nd anniversary of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, I commend our men and women in uni-
form, both past and present, for their service.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments,
call my Abingdon office at (276) 525-1405, my
Christiansburg office at (540) 381-5671, or via
email at www.morgangriffith.house.gov.

Escaping the Black Hole of Worry

By Bryan Golden

Worry is an all-consuming black hole which
drains your time, emotions, and physical well-
being. Worry is insidious because you are so
used to it that you aren’t aware how often, or
how readily, you worry. For some people, worry
is a way of life.

We grow up being taught, by example, to
make worry a regular activity. We worry about
what happened. We worry about what is hap-
pening now. We worry about what might hap-
pen. We worry about what others will do. We
worry about what other people won’t do. We
worry about just about everything.

Worry becomes a default reaction to uncer-
tainty. At the very least, worry is like being in a
rocking chair; it’s a lot of activity which doesn’t
get you anywhere. At its worst, worry causes,
or worsens, physical and mental ailments.

Some of the many conditions worry can be re-
sponsible for include stress, anxiety, headaches,
high blood pressure, coronary issues, sleep dis-
orders, and eating disorders. Ironically, people
commonly react to the onset of these maladies
by worrying even more.

Taking control of and reducing worry has no
negative side effects. The only impact of this
strategy is a substantial improvement in your
quality of life, and a markedly higher level of
happiness.

Regardless of how much you currently worry,
you can substantially decrease the level. This
starts with recognizing how much you worry
and then making a commitment to doing what
it takes to reduce the degree to which you wor-
ry. Here are some practical strategies for re-
ducing worry.

Stop worrying about the past by recognizing
there is nothing you can do to change it. There
are two lessons to be learned from your past;
what worked and what did not. Eliminate any
behavior which does not bring you your desired
results. Keep repeating those actions which
have been successful. Past bad decisions are
counteracted by making better decisions now.

Issues, which you are concerned about, fall
into two categories. There are those things
which you can’t do anything about. Since there’s
nothing you can do about them, let each one go.
Your energy is better spent with the second cat-
egory, those things you do have influence over.
With these issues, replace worry with action by
taking the necessary steps required to accom-
plish your objective.

Keeping things in perspective reduces worry.
Many of the things you worry about don’t mat-
ter, or are irrelevant. Don’t devote any time to
them. They are not worthy of your attention.
Ask yourself if what you are worried about to-
day will matter 5 years from now. If it won’t,

save yourself the 5 years and stop worrying
about it now.

Have positive expectations for today and to-
morrow. Don’t think about what you don’t want.
Do not become embroiled in an endless cycle of
what if scenarios of what could go wrong. In-
stead, focus your concentration on visualizing
exactly what you want to achieve and how you
want your future to look.

There 1s a solution for every problem. Your
objective is to find it. Stop rehashing problems
over and over, from every possible angle. Iden-
tify a problem once, and then get to work fixing
it. Solutions are only implemented through ac-
tion.

Believe in yourself. You have what it takes
to live the life you want. You can attain your
goals. Your past does not limit you, it prepares
you. Don’t allow bad experiences to pollute
your future.

You can escape the black hole of worry. Start
making positive changes today. Implement at
least one of the above strategies. Once you have
done so, add another. In less time than you re-
alize, your worrying will substantially dimin-
ish.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to Live Without
Limits.” Contact Bryan at Bryan@columnist.
com or visit www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.
com Copyright 2023 Bryan Golden.

Community College to Lead Regional
Work-Ethic Focused Instruction

Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) is one of three com-
munity colleges awarded a grant
for $85,000 from the State Coun-
cil of Higher Education for Virgin-
ia (SCHEV) as part of the Virginia
Talent + Opportunity Partnership
(V-TOP) to support delivery of the
Mike Rowe Works (MRW) Work Ethic
Certification. MRW curriculum was
developed in partnership with Wich-
ita State University Tech to examine
the importance of work ethic, personal
responsibility and a positive attitude.

“Skill and competency development
at Virginia’s community colleges pre-
pares students to secure paid intern-
ships and career opportunities,” said

Dr. Alisha Bazemore, assistant direc-
tor of innovative work-based learning
initiatives at SCHEV. “The overlay of
the MRW Work Ethic curriculum pro-
vides a soft skills foundation for those
students to become more marketable
to potential employers.”

P&HCC, as a National Coalition of
Certification Centers (NC3) Leader-
ship School, was one of two schools in
Virginia, and twenty schools national-
ly, to pilot the Mike Rowe Works Work
Ethic Curriculum in 2020 through a
partnership of NC3, the Mike Rowe
Works Foundation, and Wichita State
University Tech. Shannon Whitlow,
P&HCC’s Career Services Coordina-
tor at that time, became a Master In-
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structor for the program. P&HCC of-
fered the training to multiple cohorts
of students, primarily in the college’s
unique programs that serve under-
represented students, including Hope
Center Ministries recovery program,
Guided Career Exploration youth pro-
gram in partnership with Virginia Ca-
reer Works — West Piedmont, and the
Road to Success in Virginia Program,
which provides assistance for Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) recipients. P&HCC issued 51
Mike Rowe Works Work Ethic Certif-
icates during the pilot. Now, P&HCC
will take the lead on a regional project
serving V-TOP Region 3 in partner-
ship with Danville Community Col-
lege and Southside Virginia Commu-
nity College.

“Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege 1s proud of the work accomplished
as part of the pilot program that in-
troduced the Mike Rowe Works Work
Ethic curriculum across the country at
community colleges and we are hon-
ored to lead the region in implement-
ing the program in our area,” said
P&HCC president Dr. Greg Hodges.

As the Southern VA Works Col-
laborative, P&HCC will work with
Danville Community College (DCC)
and Southside Virginia Community
College (SVCC) to serve V-TOP Re-
gion 3. This includes P&HCC’s ser-
vice region (Henry County, Patrick

County, and the city of Martinsville).
Danville Community College serves
Pittsylvania County, Halifax County,
and the city of Danville. Southside
Virginia Community College serves
the following counties: Brunswick,
Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland,
Greensville, Lunenburg, Mecklen-
burg, Nottoway, and Prince Edward.

The three community colleges have
committed to partnering on instruc-
tion to serve the entire V-TOP three
region. All three community colleges
enjoy strong working relationships
with the workforce development
boards which serve Region 3: Virgin-
ia Career Works — West Piedmont
and Virginia Career Works — South
Central, including representation on
the Boards. Virginia Career Works
partners will assist with outreach and
recruitment for the program. Addi-
tionally, all three community colleges
are partners with K-12 and higher
education centers through GO TEC, a
highly successful talent pathways ini-
tiative through GO Virginia Region 3.

V-TOP is administered by the State
Council of Higher Education for Vir-
ginia in partnership with the Virginia
Chamber of Commerce Foundation
and the Virginia Business Higher Ed-
ucation Council. It is funded by the
General Assembly’s Commonwealth
Innovative Internship Fund and Pro-
gram.
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Stuart Cotton Mill

By Beverly Belcher Woody

This week’s column leads me to
more questions, rather than finding
answers. I have been unable to find
much information about the Stuart
Cotton Mill and was wondering if
any readers had heard stories from
families that worked there in the
early 20th century? The cotton mill
was located below Stuart Elementa-
ry School on what is now Oakhurst
Drive.

The Danville Register & Bee, No-
vember 19, 1921, edition stated, “It
is currently reported here that the
Stuart Cotton Mill has been sold to
the Patrick Land and Development
Company and that it will be leased
to a concern in High Point, North
Carolina which plans its’ opera-
tion as a knitting mill. The deed of
sale is expected to be executed this

week. The mill has never been oper-
ated, although at one time, machin-
ery was placed in it for the manu-
facture of cotton goods.”

Cindy Griffith wrote that the
Stuart mill was part of the Schoolf-
ield division of Dan River Mills but
closed when the Great Depression
hit the community. Lawrence Bur-
ton stated that county fairs were
held across from the cotton mill in
the 1940s.

An article in the 12th of Septem-
ber 1931 edition of the Roanoke
Times stated, “Meetings are being
held here this week by business
and professional men of Stuart in
an attempt to raise $12,000.00 to
purchase and repair the old cotton
mill building. The Jobbers Pants
Company, a firm that has been op-
erating in Martinsville for several
years, desires to open a unit in Stu-

Stuart Cotton Mill, from Curtis Carter Collection.

art and the new plant will require
a building, for the use of which, the
pants company will pay 7% interest
for rent. The only building available
in Stuart is the cotton mill, which
can be bought and repaired for
$12,000.00.”

Did this deal ever pan out? I can’t
find where Jobbers ever operated in
Stuart.
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Sandy Rodgers recalls going to
the mill with his mother and grand-
mother while they were shopping
for piece goods; this would have
been around 1950.

If anyone has more information
about the Stuart Cotton Mill, I
would love to hear about it. Woody
may be reached at rockcastlec-
reekl@gmail.com or (276) 692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National So-
cial Security Advisor at the AMAC
Foundation, the non-profit arm of
the Association of Mature American
Citizens

Ask Rusty — I'm Returning to
Work; What Should I Do About
Social Security?

Dear Rusty: I started collecting
Social Security at age 62 earlier
this year. I had an opportunity to
partner in a new business this year
that will allow me to earn about
$200,000 in 2024. Because this
is significantly above the allowed
earnings when collecting early ben-
efits, I need advice on how I handle
this with the Social Security Ad-
ministration. Am I supposed to call
them and advise them of my change
in income for 2024? If so, am I going
to be penalized in any way? I expect
they will stop all payments in 2024
once I alert them to the change.
Will T be eligible for Social Securi-
ty payments when I retire again?
This is planned to take place before
I reach full retirement age of 67.
For information, my 2023 income
will not exceed the 2023 allowable
income limit. Signed: Un-retiring

Temporarily.

Dear Un-retiring: You have a
couple of options, considering that
you recently claimed early Social
Security benefits but are returning
to work with income significantly
more than the 2024 earnings limit
of $22,320.

The first is to simply contact So-
cial Security and tell them you are
returning to the work force and tell
them your anticipated 2024 income.
They will suspend your SS benefits
for all of 2024 (to avoid overpaying
you and making you return those
2024 payments later). If you plan
to continue in your new business
beyond 2024, you can advise them
of that as well and they will contin-
ue the suspension of your benefits,
until such time as you either dis-
continue working or reach your full
retirement age (the earnings test no
longer applies after you reach your
FRA). At that time, SS will resume
your monthly Social Security pay-
ments and, at your FRA, will give
you time credit for all months your
benefits were suspended, providing
you with a higher monthly payment
after your full retirement age is at-

tained (with an adjustment for ben-
efits already paid).

Your other option is to contact So-
cial Security soon and request that
your recent application for Social
Security benefits submitted earlier
this year be withdrawn. You have
12 months from the date of your
application to do this, but you will
need to repay Social Security all
money which they paid to you or on
your behalf (including your month-
ly payments, any income tax you
had withheld from those payments,
and any dependent benefits which
might have been paid based on
your record). That will effectively
“wipe the slate clean” with Social
Security and will be as though you
had never claimed, allowing you to
simply wait until you stop working,
or until your FRA, or even beyond
your FRA, to re-apply for Social Se-
curity at a higher monthly amount.
The advantage of this option is that
when your benefit restarts there
will be no adjustment (reduction)
for past benefits paid.

What I suggest you not do is sim-
ply wait to see what happens. That
would result in Social Security
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catching up after the IRS informs
them of your 2024 earnings, result-
ing in you receiving an Overpay-
ment Notice from the SSA demand-
ing repayment of 2024 benefits
paid. In that case, you would need
to quickly repay Social Security in
a large lump-sum or have your SS
benefits withheld until the debt for
exceeding the earnings limit was
repaid. In a nutshell, I suggest you
call Social Security and tell them
you are returning to work, what
your earnings are expected to be,
and for how long.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its staff are
not affiliated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

The Secret to Winter Exercise
You Need to Know - Part 2

Make
yourself

This is the Stephen Covey thing.
In his book, The 7 Habits of High-
ly Effective People, Stephen Covey
shares a grid that really sums up
our busy lives.

A: Urgent and important.
These are things that absolutely
must get done. Even with the best
planning, things will sometimes
occur that becomes more urgent
and important than everything
else. These should be emergencies
and hopefully limited in scope and
frequency. For example: car mal-
functions or illness in the family.

B: Urgent, but not important.
These are things that have snuck
up on you, likely due to bad plan-
ning, and you now have to drop
everything to get it done. Maybe
it’s a party you're hosting tonight
that you have to go grocery shop-
ping for. You had known about the
party weeks ago but now you're up
against the clock so you have to
deal with it in a rush.

My favorite example of this is
Christmas. I often see people in
a panic as Christmas approach-
es. Store lines suddenly become
long and filled with people with
stressful expressions on their fac-

an appointment with

es. Didn’t they have all year to get
ready? It’s on the same day every
year, is it not? How can they seem
so surprised by it? (An example
that hits closer to home, but is
something I shall cease speaking
of is the dreaded wedding anniver-
sary...)

Interestingly enough, most peo-
ple seem to spend the most time
and effort in this category.

C: Not urgent, but very im-
portant. These are the things
that you typically put off, as they
are not under a time crunch, but
are the very things that make you
better. These are the things that
help you grow and bring about the
most happiness. One key thing to
remember is that these often don’t
bring about the most pleasure, but
they do result in the most happi-
ness.

I'll name some of the things that
belong to this category for me, and
may apply to you, too:

Time with your spouse and chil-
dren. Don’t wake up one day and
realize that you've grown apart
from your spouse. Don’t go to your
child’s graduation and realize you
don’t know their favorite color,
their favorite food, their friends,
and that you don’t know them.

Devotional time. Getting your
mind right, relaxed, and re-focus-
ing on your purpose is something
that you should do on a daily basis;
otherwise, we will drift off without
realizing it. I read my Bible every
morning, even before I exercise.

Reading for knowledge and
self-improvement. Successful
business tycoon Warren Buffet
spends most of his “working” day
reading. Why? Because that’s how
he learns. Most people want to be
good at their job. What’s the eas-
iest way to achieve that? Read.
Read about your job. Even jobs
that require practice with your
hands is greatly aided by reading
and thinking about the job itself.

Finally, we get back to exercise.
It’s easy to blow off working out
today. We say, “I'll hit the gym to-
morrow.” If we do that too often,
we’ll never get the benefit of exer-
cise. If you want to lose weight, feel
energetic, be able to run around
with your kids, travel around Eu-
rope on vacation with your spouse,
or go camping, hiking, backpack-
ing with your friends, you will
need to build up some endurance,
stamina, strength. If you want to
run a marathon, you’re going to
have to put in some time.

The more we can spend our time
and effort in this box the better we
can become.

D: Not urgent and not im-
portant. This is the category for
wasted time, so I won’t spend any
time on this. We can all find a lot
of areas in our lives that fit into
this box. Your job is to eliminate
it to make room for the important
stuff.

Now how can you operationalize
this principle? You need to book
time to exercise. Make it a prior-
ity. Make it a scheduled appoint-
ment with yourself and keep it.
You wouldn’t miss a meeting with
your boss, would you? Well, when
you get down to it, you are your
first boss! Don’t ditch a meeting
with yourself! Not only will you
regret it, but you may have to fire
yourself and hire a coach, literal-
ly. Seriously, there is a big market
now for personal coaches, health
coaches, life coaches, etc., because
people are needing more help to
keep themselves accountable.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Harvey Hahn, MD, FACC.
Used by permission from www.
lifeandhealth.org. Courtesy of
LifeSpring — Resources for Hope
and Healing Stuart, VA)

Congressional staff plan final meetings of year

Congressman Morgan Grif-
fith’s Ninth District staff
members will be available in
Patrick County and Martins-
ville on December 18.

Staff members will be in
the Council Chambers, locat-
ed on the second floor of the

City of Martinsville’s Munici-
pal Building, at 55 W. Church
Street, from 10 — 11:30 a.m.
They will return to the Pat-
rick County Administration
Building, 106 Rucker Street,
Stuart, from 12:30 — 2 p.m.,
and meet with residents in the

Conference Room.

In the event of inclement
weather (heavy snow, sleet,
icy rain, etc.), traveling office
hours may be rescheduled to
avoid putting constituents at
risk. If a locality’s schools are
closed, then its office hours

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

will be closed as well.

Call the Christiansburg Of-
fice at (540) 381-5671 or the
Abingdon Office at (276) 525-
1405 with any questions or to
schedule an appointment time
in the event of office hour clo-
sure.
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Cougars drop game to North Stokes

By Pat Delaney

The Cougar boys’ basketball team
lost to North Stokes on December 8,
81-60.

The Cougars began the game
slowly, falling behind 6-0, but came
roaring back. With their defense
causing turnovers, Patrick County
finished the quarter on a 20-10 run,
taking a 20-16 lead into the second
quarter.

Mid way through the second, the
game was still tight, with the teams
tied at 27. Unlike the first quarter,
it was the Vikings of North Stokes
who finished with a run, closing the
half on a 13-3 run for the 40-30 half-
time lead.

For the Cougars, the last several
minutes of the half saw them get-
ting good looks at the basket, but
unable to get the ball to drop. The

Vikings strung together points, in-
cluding several 3-pointers to extend
their lead to ten.

In the third quarter, the Vikings
got hot early, extending their lead
to 15 in the first minute and a half
of the second half. The Cougars held
tough for the first part of the quar-
ter, but in the last four minutes of
the third, went cold offensively, fall-
ing behind by 22 at the end of the

third.

The Cougars played tough in the
final quarter, but couldn’t string to-
gether enough points to make a dent
in the Viking lead, falling 81-60.

On the night, Tyler Marshall led
the Cougars with 13 points, 2 assists
and 4 rebounds. Noah Jessup had 8
points, 5 assists and 5 rebounds and
Cameron Collins chipped in 8 points
and 3 rebounds.

Nathan Large goes for the layup.

Cameron Collins puts up a 3-pointer.

Lady Cougars fall to North Stokes

By Pat Delaney

The Patrick County High Lady
Cougars dropped their first game
of the season in a hard fought
game against North Stokes, 53-
45. The game, played on Decem-
ber 8, featured the unbeaten
Lady Cougars and the 5-1 Lady
Vikings.

Both squads were strong de-
fensively to start the game, with
neither team able to get much
going on offense in the early go-
ing. Tied at 11 with a minute to
go, the Lady Cougars grabbed the
lead briefly, but a late Lady Vi-
king 3-pointer gave them a 14-13
lead at the end of one.

Patrick County Head Coach
Tony Mosley liked the physical
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way his team was playing on de-
fense. “That’s our style, being
hard-nosed and physical.”

The Lady Cougars got off to a
strong start in the second, grab-
bing a 22-18 lead following a Ken-
dra Worley 3-pointer with 4:30
to go in the half. From there, the
teams battled back and forth, with
North Stokes taking a 2-point
lead into the half at 29-27.

The second half was much like
the first, with both teams playing
strong, physical defense. In the
latter part of the third quarter,
North Stokes broke the Lady Cou-
gar full court press several times,
allowing them to extend their lead
to five at 48-38 through three.

“We knew that #4 (Caroline
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Mabe) was a really good ball-
player, and she showed that to-
night. She really broke us down,
so we’ve got to make that adjust-
ment,” said Coach Mosley.

The Lady Cougars offense went
cold in the fourth quarter. With
both teams struggling against
the solid defense being played,
and emotions running high in the
large crowd in attendance, the
difference in the game came down
to North Stokes hitting timely
shots, while the Lady Cougars
watched as many shots rattled
around the rim, but not fall in.
The fourth saw each team score a
game low for a quarter, with the
two teams combining for just 17

points because of the defensive
- :

play on both sides.

“We missed too many layups
and missed too many free throws,”
said Coach Mosley. “If we had
made two more layups, it would
have been a different game.”

When the final buzzer sounded,
the Lady Cougars had fallen, 53-
45,

Leading the way for the Lady
Cougars was Aniya Penn with
9 points and 3 assists. Allanah
Mitchell had 8 points on the night
with Kendra Worley adding 7
points and 3 assists.

Even in their first loss of the
season, Coach Mosley liked the
effort his team gave. “We fought.
We played pretty good and I'm
looking forward to the next game.”

game.
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The Lady Cougars played tough defense throughout the Aniya Penn (#22) looks to drive to the basket as Lilly
Hazelwood (25) set a pick.

Kendra Worley pressures the Lady Viking point guard.
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PCHS coach Tony Mosley watches his team on offense.
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Festival of Lights

(cont. from page 1)

The festival of lights will feature different caroling groups every night except Wednesday, December 20.

up loose ends from that project.”

The organization started rais-
ing funds to make the bathrooms
ADA-compliant last year. The esti-
mated cost is about $75,000.

Corns said the festival features
54 displays from local businesses,
churches, civic organizations, and
individuals registered for the event.

The festival is a drive-thru event
and costs $10 per passenger vehi-
cle.

“You can circle through the event
as many times as you would like,”
she said.

Last year, Corns said the nine-
night event averaged about 100
cars per night, with anywhere from
one to six people per car.

“It’s quite a bit of people coming
through. We are so excited, we met
people from neighboring counties”
at the event last year, she added.

Corns believes the hometown
touch sets the festival apart from
others.

“These are not commercialized,
bought displays,” Corns said. “These
are creative, crafted displays that
people in the community have come

together to put together, and their
theme may be just a Christmas
theme, or it may be a theme that
represents their group or organiza-
tion, which is wonderful.

So, the people want to come in
and they want to see the other dis-
plays and what people have put to-
gether,” she said.

An award is available or the most
popular display, and the communi-
ty will be able to vote on the winner,
Corns said.

“I think the community enjoys
coming out and showing support to
their favorite business, or their fa-
vorite organization,” she said.

All the elementary schools are
also participating in a contest to
see which school has the best dis-
play. Corns said the winning school
will receive a free pool party for its
students.

To get everyone in the holiday
spirit, Corns said the park contracts
with the local radio station to play
Christmas music each night during
the event. Hayrides will be avail-
able on select at a $30 cost. That fee
includes the cost of admission and

Dec 15th
Dec 16th
Dec 17th
Dec 18th
Dec 19th
Dec 20th
Dec 21th
Dec 22th
Dec 23th

access to the hayride.

Hayrides are available on Decem-
ber 15, December 17, and December
21. The Patrick County High School
(PCHS) hospitality group will be
selling hot chocolate and cider on
the first night of the hayride.

“We have live music set up ev-
ery night” except for Wednesday,
December 20. “We are so excited,
groups coming in for old-fashioned
caroling. We've encouraged them to
wear their festive Christmas gear
and just come together and sing
and wave to the patrons passing
by,” she said.

The carolers will be set up un-
der the awning at Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College (P&HCCO).
Caroling groups include the PCHS
concert band, PCHS Praise & Wor-
ship Team, May Mountain Church,
Abiding Grace Church & Harvest
Worship Center, and others.

Corns said Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be on the route each night, ex-
cept for December 20.

“This is the one night where San-
ta will be available for the kids to
talk to in the college. They will be
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The tentative schedule of Christmas carolers performing
during the Festival of Lights.

able to park and go into the college.
We have a group coming from the
college, the JV cheerleaders, and
they are going to have a reindeer
making food station for children”
and a bake sale, she said.

For $5, children will be able to
see Santa and parents can take pic-
tures of the visit.

“It has a theme to it. It’'s Christ-
mas pajama night, so we're really
excited,” Corns said.

P&HCC’s fabrication laborato-
ry will also be open, and the first
75 that come into the college that
night will receive a free Christmas
ornament.

Ornaments for purchase will also
be available.

“They can engrave them with
their name or the year. We're going
to engrave the free ones we're giv-
ing away with Patrick County, Vir-
ginia on them,” she said.

Decked Out Donuts will also be
set up at the park on December 16,
December 22, and December 23.

For more information, visit
Facebook.com/DehartPark-Stuart-
Parks&RecreationAssociation.

Increases in respiratory viruses
prompt temporary visitor restrictions

Due to a steady increase in respi-
ratory virus cases in our communi-
ties, Atrium Health Wake Forest
Baptist is implementing temporary
visitor restrictions for children ages
12 and younger, beginning Thurs-
day, Dec. 7, at all Wake Forest Bap-
tist hospitals:

. Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist Medical Center

. Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist Brenner Children’s Hos-
pital

. Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist Davie Medical Center

. Atrium Health Wake Forest

Baptist High Point Medical Center
. Atrium Health Wake Forest
Baptist Lexington Medical Center
. Atrium Health Wake For-
est Baptist Wilkes Medical Center
Children ages 12 and under may
be permitted to visit hospitalized
patients in special circumstances,
as determined by the treating phy-
sician and nursing unit leadership.
In addition, patients and visitors
are strongly encouraged to wear
masks while in certain high-risk
settings and in all inpatient rooms.
Visitors ages 13 and older should
not have any symptoms of respira-

tory viral illness or a confirmed case
of COVID-19, flu or RSV.

It is important to note that some
areas may have additional restric-
tions. Patients and visitors are
asked to follow directions provided
by staff.

Atrium Health Wake Forest Bap-
tist urges people to continue to take
measures that are known to limit
the spread of respiratory viruses.
These include staying home when
sick, washing hands, covering the
nose and mouth when sneezing or
coughing, and staying up to date on
vaccines.

Patients are asked to only wvis-
it emergency departments if they
are experiencing a serious or
life-threatening illness or injury.
Those who need medical attention
for more routine symptoms such
as cough, fever, fatigue and other
flu-like symptoms should contact
their primary care provider. Other
options include urgent care centers
and immediate virtual care.

Current visitation guidelines can
be found at www.wakehealth.edu/
patient-and-family-resources/pre-
paring-for-your-visit/visitor-guide-
lines.

Sports Briefs

By Ashlee Mullis

Lady Cougars Re-
cord Two Wins

The Varsity Lady
Cougars hosted Bassett
on Monday, December
4, beating the Lady
Bengals 54-43. Kendra
Worley had 11 points,
4 rebounds, 4 steals,
and 1 block in the win.
Allanah Mitchell had
9 points, 3 rebounds, 1
assist, and 3 steals. Ani-
ya Penn had 8 points, 6
rebounds, 3 assists, and
1 block.

The Lady Cougars
went on to beat Lady
Cavaliers of Chatham
41-23, Wednesday, De-
cember 6. Penn led the
Lady Cougars with 8
points, 5 rebounds, 1
assist, 3 steals, and 1
block. Mitchell had 7
points, 1 rebound, 2
assists, and 3 steals.
Lilly Hazelwood had 7
points, 2 rebounds, 1
assist, 2 steals, and 1
block. Kimora Wim-
bush had 11 rebounds,
2 points, 2 steals, and 2
blocks.

JV Girls Get Win
Over Bassett

The JV Patrick Coun-
ty Lady Cougars got
a 37-30 win at home
when they hosted the
Lady Bengals of Bassett
on Monday, December
4.

“The ladies worked
hard and played great

defense. Bassett had
a very tall team,” said
Coach Grace Helms.
“Chloe Hubbard made
4 points with some nice
left-handed layups, 5
steals, and 7 rebounds.
Aubreigh Large played
excellent defense and
put up 4 points.”

Leading the Lady
Cougars was Lauren
Hazelwood with 14
points 3 rebounds, and
2 steals. Gracen Conner
had 6 assists, 4 steals,
and 10 points Martina
Hubbard had 3 points
while Skye Ayers added
2 points.

JV Lady Cougars
Crush Chatham

The Lady Cougar JV
team hosted Chatham
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 6, taking an easy 30
-4 win.

Chloe Hubbard led
the team with 4 steals,
6 rebounds, and 2
points. Bristol Goad
had 7 rebounds in her
first appearance this
season due to an inju-
ry. Aubreigh Large had
4 rebounds and a steal.
Gracen Conner had 3
steals, 6 rebounds, and
8 points. Lauren Ha-
zelwood had 8 points
and 2 steals. Martina
Hubbard had 5 points,
Meredith Wood had 4
points, and Jazmyne
Reynolds had 1 point.

“Lacey Sutphin and

Skye Ayers both added
a steal to the defense of
the night. I am proud
of their hard work, and
they continue to grow
every week,” said Coach
Grace Helms.

JV  Cougar Girls
Get Third Win of the
Week

The Lady Cougars
got a big 32-17 win over
North Stokes on Friday,
December 8.

Gracen Conner led
the Cougars with 4
rebounds, 4 steals, 4
assists, and 12 points.
Martina Hubbard had
5 steals and 5 points.
Meredith Wood had 4
rebounds, 2 steals, and
5 points. Chloe Hub-
bard had 3 steals, 3 re-
bounds, and 5 points.
Jazmyne Reynolds
scored 1 point. Lauren
Hazelwood had 4 steals.

Coach Grace Helms
said, “Aubreigh Large
and Novella Nester
each had 2 points and
worked hard inside-
both playing great de-
fense. Skye Ayers and
Bristol Goad worked
hard on defense tonight
and pushed the ball up
the court. I am proud
of my ladies and their
effort. I love watching
them grow every prac-
tice. It’s amazing watch-
ing them become more
confident in each other
and in themselves.”

week of Dec. 14-20:

PCHS Sports Schedule

Patrick County High School Cougars Sports Schedule for the

12/14 7pm Boys Basketball at Dan River
7pm Girls Basketball vs Dan River
12/16 TBA Wrestling Tournament at PCHS
12/19 6pm Wrestling Quad Meet at PCHS
7pm Girls Basketball at North Stokes
8:30p Boys Basketball at North Stokes
12/20 7pm Girls Basketball at Bassett

Annual “Christmas at the Farm”
Event to be held in Ferrum

Join the Blue Ridge ‘ XE\

Institute and Museum
(BRIM) at the 1800
farm museum for the
annual traditional
Christmas in the Blue
Ridge on Friday, De-
cember 15 from 5 to 8
p.m., at the Blue Ridge
Institute & Museum,
10530 Franklin St. in
Ferrum.

The event includes
cookies and cider and a
variety of vendors sell-
ing Christmas gifts at
the pavilion.

The house will be
open, and the farm will
be lit with lanterns.

Costumed interpret-
ers will be spinning
wool, making crafts with children,
and have the fires burning.

This annual event i1s free and
open to the public.

P

For
it https://www.facebook.com/
events/335759362437173.

more 1information, vis-



=4 AN A Bd '
VOICE OF THE PEOPLE SINCE 1876 - A PART OF PATRICK COUNTY’S HERITAGE

8. Wednesday, December 13, 2023

Mr. James Edwin At-
kins, age 94 of Ridge-
way, Virginia passed
away peacefully at his
home. He was born in
Patrick County on Oc-
tober 30, 1929 to the
late Ruben E. Atkins
and Ollie Baliles At-
kins. In addition to
his parents, he was
preceded in death by
one son, Michael Kent
Atkins. Mr. Atkins
faithfully served in
the United States Air
Force during the Kore-
an War acquiring the
rank of Staff Sergeant.
He retired from Co-
ca-Cola Bottling Com-
pany with over forty
years of experience. He
was a devoted member
of Smith River Church
of the Brethren, where
he served as a deacon
and board member. He
loved hunting, fishing,
working on the farm,
and raising cattle.

Mr. Atkins is sur-
vived by his loving wife
of 73 years, Edna Mae
Wood Atkins of the
home; one son, Gary
Edwin Atkins and
special friend, Becky
Roberts of Horsepas-
ture; four grandchil-
dren, Misti Atkins of

Portsmouth, Chris At-
kins and wife, Susan
of Spencer, Andy At-
kins and wife, Casey
of Spencer, and Hunt-
er Atkins and wife,
Sarah of Wilmington,
North Carolina; eight
great-grandchildren,
Kenneth, Harlee, Aar-

on, Cam, McKenzie,
Hailey, Easton, and
Dallas; three sisters,
Louise Simmons of
Stuart, VA, Frances

Sheppard of Mineral
Springs, NC, and Do-
nella Inman and hus-
band, Thomas of Col-
fax, North Carolina;
and several nieces and
nephews.

The funeral service
for Mr. Atkins will be
held on Wednesday,

James Edwin Atkin

December 13, 2023,
at 2:00 p.m. at Smith
River Church of the
Brethren with Pastor
Danny Gilley officiat-
ing. Burial will follow
in Woolwine Cemetery.
The Patrick County
Veterans Memori-
al Honor Guard will
provide military rites.
The family will re-
ceive friends one hour
prior to the service at
the church. In lieu of
flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made
to Smith River Church
of the Brethren, 2282
Bob White Road, Stu-
art, VA 24171 or to a
charity of the donor’s
choice. Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart has
been entrusted with
the arrangements and
online condolences
may be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

The family of James
Edwin Atkins would
like to express their
gratitude to Amedisys
Hospice, Care Advan-
tage In Home Health-
care, Sodonia Willis,
and Bonnie Freeman
for all their acts of
kindness and loving
care.

Reba Joyce Hubbard

Reba Joyce Hub-
bard, 81, of Martins-
ville, VA (formerly of
Meadows of Dan, VA)
passed away peace-
fully on Thursday,
December 7, 2023 at
SECU Hospice Home
in Yadkinville, NC.
She was born on June
9, 1942 1in Patrick
County to the late Lil-
lie Edwards Hylton
and Joseph  Paul
Hylton. In addition
to her parents, she is
preceded in death by
one sister, Alene Craig
Hall.

She was a loving

wife, mother and
grandmother. She
worked at  United

Elastic for thirty years
and as a beautician at
home. She was an avid
reader, loved working

Elder Roy dJunior
Rucker, age 73 of Stu-
art, Virginia went to
be with the Lord at his
home on the morning
of December 6, 2023.
He was born in Pat-
rick County on May

2, 1950. He was pre- |

ceded in death by his
mother, Ida Virginia
Rucker; and one sis-
ter, Margaret Pauline
Rucker.

“No eulogy neces-
sary! Glory be to God!
I have preached my
own service by the life
I lived!” ~Roy dJunior
Rucker

word puzzles and a
Blue Bloods enthusi-
ast.

Surviving are her
husband, Fred Hub-
bard of sixty years,
daughter, Sandi
Teague (Gene) of Mar-
tinsville, one son, Kev-
in Hubbard (Mary)
of Meadows of Dan,
VA, Two brothers,

Roy Junior Rucker

Left to cherish the
memories of Roy Ju-
nior Rucker are his
loving wife of 51 years,
Judy P. Rucker; three
children, Tina Reyn-
olds (Junebug), Reneé
Rucker, and dJohn
Rucker (Andrea);

“We appreciate the confidence you have
shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Pete Campbell, Manager
Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

Jay Hylton (Diane) of
Salem, VA, Lendell
Craig (Elree) of Mead-
ows of Dan, VA and
one granddaughter
Sara Teague of Char-
lottesville, VA.

A private graveside
service will be held at
Slate Mountain Pres-
byterian Church Cem-
etery in Meadows of
Dan, VA with Rever-
end Stewart Childress
officiating.

Memorials may be
made to SECU 243 N
Lee St Yadkinville,
NC 27055 or www.mt-
nvalleyhospice.org.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices of Stuart is serv-
ing the Hubbard fam-
ily

Online  condolenc-
es may be made at
ww.norrisfuneral.com.

five grandchildren,
DeVante, Damien,
Dominique, Jazmyne,
and Annabell; and a
great host of nieces
and nephews.

A brief celebration
of life service for Elder
Rucker will be held at
his home on Tuesday,
December 12, 2023,
at 1:00 p.m. SHARP!
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart has been
entrusted with the
services and online
condolences can be
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Leslie Reed McGrady

Mr. Leslie Reed Mec-
Grady, age 81, passed
away at his home in
Woolwine, Virginia,
in November 2023.
Known as Les to his
friends and Brother to
his family, Leslie was
born in Patrick Coun-
ty on September 24,
1942 to the late Court-
ney McGrady, Sr. and
Lola Mae Bowman
McGrady. Leslie was
a gifted master crafts-
man who could build
and fix almost any-
thing. He spent his life
using those skills to
help others. He cared
for a large group of
older family members
and countless friends,
often simply giving his
services freely. In ad-
dition, Les cared dili-
gently for his mother
until the day she died.
He was a great comfort
and a great joy to her.
He was a generous
person who also con-
tributed  throughout
his life to local causes.
Leslie loved the Blue
Ridge Mountains and

Mr. Gary Lee Rober-
son, age 67 of Stuart,
Virginia passed away
at Wake Forest Bap-
tist Medical Center in
Winston Salem, North
Carolina on Friday,
December 8, 2023. He
was born in Patrick
County, Virginia on
June 11, 1956, to the
late Charles Lee Rob-
erson and Florence
Setliff Roberson. Gary
was a devoted member
of New Hope Church
of the Brethren, where
he enjoyed working
at the church, helped
build the fellowship
hall, and took a mis-
sion trip to Haiti. He
loved to travel and be-
lieved in working hard
and playing hard. His
greatest treasure after
his salvation was his
family, he dearly loved
his family and being

mountain culture. He
could often be found

riding the parkway
or parked at a scenic
overlook listening to
old bluegrass. He car-
ried the family love of
storytelling and local
history and once in
his orbit, it was often
hard to leave. He met
friends  everywhere.
Yet Les was also a
very independent and
often private person.
His last wish was to
die at home, and he
did so, surrounded
by the mountains he
cherished. While he
will be missed, we are
grateful he is reunited

Gary Lee Roberson

Pop to his grandchil-
dren.

Left to cherish the
memories of Gary Rob-
erson are his loving
wife, Linda Puckett
Roberson; three chil-
dren, Brendon Rober-
son, Charlie Roberson
and Heather, and Chad
Francis and Amyjoe;
five grandchildren,
Dylan Roberson, dJor-
dan Roberson, Haven
Roberson, Adley Fran-

b with his beloved and

much-missed wife,
Gaynell Belcher Mec-
Grady.

Les is survived by
his niece, Dr. Victo-
ria McGrady; neph-
ew, Courtney Scott
McGrady; and several
cousins.

All services will be
private. A register
book will be avail-
able at Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart for
one week beginning
Monday, December 11,
2023. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to
Smith River Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 122,
Woolwine, VA 24185.
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart has been
entrusted with the
arrangements and on-
line condolences may
be sent by wvisiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

The family of Les
McGrady would like to
express their gratitude
to Smith River Rescue
Squad for everything
they did for Uncle Les.

cis, and Braxton Fran-
cis; one brother, Wade
Spencer; one sister,
Mary Ellen Nolan and
Carl; nieces, nephews,
and two beloved dogs,
Coco and Scrappy.

The funeral service
of Mr. Roberson will
be held on Saturday,
December 16, 2023, at
2:00 p.m. at New Hope
Church of the Breth-
ren with Pastors Rick
Randall and Mike Var-
ner officiating. Burial
will follow in the Puck-
ett Family Cemetery.
The family will receive
friends two hours pri-
or to the service at the
church on Saturday.
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart has been en-
trusted with the ser-
vices and online condo-
lences may be sent by
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Carroll Joseph Greer

Mr. Carroll Joseph
Greer, age 78 of Bas-
sett, Virginia, passed
away Monday, De-
cember 4, 2023, at
Carilion Franklin
Memorial Hospital in
Rocky Mount.

He is survived by
his wife of 57 years,
Raena Foley Greer;

two sons, David and | =

Andy; two grandchil-
dren, Ethan and Abi-
gail; a brother, Perry;
Buford’s wife, Cam-
mie; and many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Clarence and Lillie
Greer; parents-in-
law, Eugene and Al-
lene Foley; a brother
Buford; Perry’s wife,

Nancy; and an infant
sister, Joyce.

Mr. Greer worked at
Fieldcrest Mills for 36
years until it closed.
He then worked for 15
years at a warehouse

before retiring. He
loved to fix anything
that was broken and

playing the guitar.
He enjoyed traveling
with the kids, grand-
kids, and the many
foster children in the

home.
Funeral services
will be held Thursday,

December 7, 2023, at
3:00 PM at Moody Fu-
neral Home in Stuart
with Pastor Greg Mar-
tin officiating. Burial
will be private at a
later date. The fami-
ly will receive friends
one hour prior to the
service at the funeral
home. Flowers will be
accepted, and online
condolences may be
sent to www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

(See Obituaries Cont. p. 9)
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129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012
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Does God Have
Your Attention Yet?

By Van Yandell

Mark 13: 32 “But of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the an-
gels which are in heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father.”

Various conditions and actions by
men and God have happened since 1940
that had not happened before in histo-
ry. It would be difficult to determine
when the beginning of the end actually
started. Perhaps it was the Holocaust
in which six-million Jews were killed.

The development of the atomic bomb
(Zechariah 14: 12) was certainly a step
toward the ending of the earth.

Possibly the most convincing of scrip-
tural reality was the finding of the Dead
Sea Scrolls in 1947 (2 Timothy 3: 16)
proving conclusively the authenticity
and the very old age of the Holy Bible.

Israel became a nation May 14th,
1948 (Ezekiel 36: 24). Then in the six
Day War, June 5th-10th, 1967, Jerusa-
lem was re-established as the capital of
Israel (Zechariah 2: 12).

The Korean War (1950-1953) divid-
ed the world into free and communist
(Matthew 24: 6). This set the stage for
a worldwide political and military divi-
sion that has lasted over seven decades.

That war has also set the positive for
a fulfillment of prophesy in Revelation
13. In order for a one-world government
and a one world currency to become a
reality, this division had to exist for the
divisions between the political left and
right. The world has to experience free-
dom before it can be taken away.

Those desiring communism in cur-
rently free, democratic republics are
demanding socialism (which in the end
result, is a sacrifice of freedom). Once
freedom (as we in America know it) is
lost, the way is paved for the appear-
ance of the Antichrist (Revelation 13:
8).

The Vietnam War, although unde-
clared (1955-1975), further delineated
communist and democratic government
types. With America’s loss of that con-
flict, a boldness was established for
those further seeking world-wide tur-
moil (2 Chronicles 15:6).

The Cold War was a rivalry between
the United States and Russia that last-
ed from the late 1940’s until 1991(fall
of the USSR), without direct military
confrontation. While bloodshed was
limited, there existed tenseness and a
perpetual fear of a nuclear exchange be-
tween the two nations.

The attack of America into the Mid-
dle East to expel Saddam Hussein’s Re-
publican Guard from Kuwait brought
the entire Arab world into the picture
(Genesis 16: 12).

We have also seen the appearing of
more false prophets and teachers in the
last fifty years than ever before. Jesus
told His disciples in the Olivet Dis-
course at least three times to be aware
of the false prophets (Matthew 24: 4, 11,
and 24).

Matthew 7: 15 “Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
ing wolves.” False prophets do not have
to originate in a jungle in Africa, Asia or
Central America. There are many call-
ing themselves Christian teaching false
(non-biblical) doctrine.

One cannot promote their own no-
tions and opinions of what the belief

should be (Revelation 22: 18-19). Eter-
nal salvation is only by a faith based
belief in Christ Jesus crucified for the
remission of sin and resurrected (John
3:16).

Luke 21: 17 “And ye shall be hated
of all men for my name’s sake.” We are
seeing a level of hatred toward Chris-
tians as not seen since the Bolshevik
Revolution in 1917.

An official report stated 12,000 Rus-
sian clergy were murdered by Vladimir
Lenin and his followers (a Russian rev-
olutionary, politician, and political the-
orist). An unofficial report maintains
43,800 were murdered. Could this hap-
pen again?

Hatred exists in the world today
among people groups for many reasons.
With a world population of around eight
billion and people being more mobile
than ever (Daniel 12: 4), population
density evolves into cultural wars, ri-
oting and fighting/murder as the world
has not seen since the dark ages (1
Thessalonians 5:22).

Isaiah 5: 20 “Woe unto them that call
evil good, and good evil” Variant life-
styles unacceptable in scripture are cre-
ating a disdain for Christianity. Once
again, people cannot make their own
rules to justify lifestyles (Proverbs 12:
15).

Disasters in 2023 include numerous
earthquakes (Mark 13: 8), hurricanes
and cyclones (Luke 21: 25), floods, pes-
tilences (Luke 21: 11), forest fires and
manmade disasters such as terrorist
attacks.

Numerous times the world has seen
the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophesy of
“wars and rumors of wars” fulfilled in
the last eighty years (Mark 13: 7).

Less than two years ago we saw Rus-
sia invade Ukraine. The purpose was
never definitively revealed but beyond
an imperialistic motivation, the pos-
sibility exists of opening a route from
Russia to the Middle East.

The War of Gog and Magog (Ezekiel
38 and 39) could be shaping up to take
place. If the scripture holds true (and
it always has), those armies invading
Israel will be crushed and their home-
lands will be destroyed by fire and
brimstone as was Sodom and Gomorrah
(Ezekiel 39: 6).

Military strategists are now claiming
the two million man army (Revelation
9: 16) is possible from Turkey and a few
of the countries surrounding Israel.

By the protests and demonstrations
around the world concerning the Isra-
el and Hamas war, it certainly appears
the world is choosing sides.

Yes, the evidence is in and the verdict
has already been rendered. The sen-
tence upon the world has been handed
down (Joel 2: 28-32).

Luke 21: 25-26 “There will be signs in
the sun, moon and stars. On the earth,
nations will be in anguish and perplexi-
ty at the roaring and tossing of the sea.
People will faint from terror, apprehen-
sive of what is coming on the world, for
the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”

(Yandell is a retired Industrial Arts
teacher, an ordained gospel evange-
list and commissioned missionary,
from Fredonia, Kentucky. A part of
the Bible Connection series. His email:
vmy2121@outlook.com)
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BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Bethlehem (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. Where did the angel Gabriel
appear to Mary saying, “Blessed
art thou among women”? Nazareth,
Tyre, Ninevah, Gazi

3. With perhaps two different bib-
lical answers, who was the father of
Joseph? Jacob/Heli, Gideon/Ishma-
el, Solomon/Nahum, Samuel/Pilate

4. Which Old Testament prophet
predicted Jesus would be born in

Bethlehem? Amos, Obadiah, Micah,
Nahum

5. For the journey to Bethlehem,
how did Mary and Joseph travel?
Bible not specific, Cart, Rode don-
key, Small raft

6. Which of these wasn’t a gift
from the wise men (Magi)? Silver,
Myrrh, Gold, Frankincense

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Naza-
reth, 3) Jacob/Heli (Matthew 1:16,
Luke 3:23), 4) Micah, 5) Bible not
specific, 6) Silver

Comments? More Trivia? Gift
ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.com.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am
Worship Services 11 am

FAIRWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
9427 Falrystane Park Hwy, Bassatt
Located 15 milas from Steart - Z76-620-6058
Sunday School 9:45 « Worship 10:50 am
Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wed. Night - Aduh Bible Study 7-00
“Bethe Change™ Youth Night 6:30-8-00 pm
Our Aissin: T.ove God mom, Love peopia marns,
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Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness
|2&0 Spring Rd., Pairick Springs, VA - 276-604-8357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiny:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday
JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

st DBeoptise Church

Bringing the World to Christ

L.l{'j%:\_;_ 945 Sunday School

168 W, Blue Bidge 5.
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276-694-3440 X L‘:" 11:00 Warship Service
wwwstuartbaptist. org .J" T,‘
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(Risen Jord
(Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church
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Call (276) 694-3101 Today
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Henry W. Mathieu, Jr.

Henry W. Mathieu,
Jr. age 94, passed
away Friday, Decem-
ber 8, 2023, in Mt.
Airy, NC.

Born December 14,
1928, in Norristown,
PA, he was the son of
Henry W. Mathieu,
Sr. and Gladys Shoe-
maker Mathieu.

Henry lived most
of his life in Pennsyl-
vania with his wife
of 72 years Marie
Hendricks Mathieu.
During that time, he
worked as a farmer,
a Farm Credit man-
ager, and a custom
carpenter. He con-
tinued wusing these
skills throughout his
life in his retirement
hobbies of garden-
ing and woodworking
and through serving
as treasurer of May-
berry  Presbyterian
Church.

After retirement,

he and Marie moved
to Meadows of Dan,
VA, where they lived
for 30 years before
moving to RidgeCrest
Lane in Mt. Airy in
August 2022. While
living in Meadows of
Dan, Henry was deep-
ly involved in church
activities, served on
the Board of Direc-
tors of the Tri-Area
Medical Clinic, and
kept busy creating
beautiful woodwork-
ing projects which he
generously gifted to
many individuals.
Along with his wife,
Marie, he is survived
by his daughters: Lou
Ann Martin (William)
of Anderson, SC; Su-
san Olsen (Eric) of
Elk, WA; and Jeanne
Woods (Rob) of Wil-
lis, VA; grandchil-
dren: Anne Marie
Martin of Salisbury,
NC; and Will Martin

(Emily) of Pendleton,
SC; great-grandchil-
dren: Lucy and Ame-
lia Martin; and his

brother, Edward S.
Mathieu of Cassel-
bury, FL.

A graveside service
will be held Thurs-
day, December 14,
2023 at 2:00 pm at
Bluemont Presbyteri-
an Church, Hillsville,
VA with a memorial
service to follow in
the coming weeks.

In lieu of flowers,
donations can be sent
to the Mayberry Pres-
byterian Church Me-
morial Fund, PO Box
624, Meadows of Dan,
VA 24120.

Moody Funeral
Home in Stuart has
been entrusted with
the services and on-
line condolences may
be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.
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CLASSIFIED

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

centrator May Be Covered

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES HELP WANTED

KENDRICK PAVING Searching for high
& TRUCKING, Paving, school student to help
Sealing, Line Striping, landowner with weekend

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-
3913 or 276-340-7786.
Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and striping.
42 years experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-8786
(cell) Email: ckendrick@
embargmail.com or
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX; INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
Sales & Services, Licensed
in VA& NC (276) 694-
7308.

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field reclamation,
ATV & walking trails,
hunting lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates. Call
276-229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling &
repairs, carpentry, roofing,
siding, painting, fencing,
tree work & more! Contact
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or

757-621-5219.

Woolwine Early
Learning Center
is now enrolling for
toddlers 2.5 -5 years old.
Call for information 276-
224-8401.

mowing and occasional
additional outdoor work. If
interested, please call 276-
694-6510.

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL
GARDEN. LOCATION:
LEFT CENTER MAIN
SECTION. INCLUDES
TWO $1300 VAULTS,
CURRENT MEMORIAL
GARDENS SALE PRICE,
$4400, MY PRICE
NEGOTIABLE.
MSGICALL 276-693-0229

Secluded mountain
cabin lot, two-acres
(MOL) in mountains.
Borders Spring Branch.
Mostly wooded. Good
access road with right-
of-way. This property has
Fairy stones on it.
Call 276-734-7895 for
information.

Room for rent in Stuart.
Single only.
Call or text 276-224-2596
for information.

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

AUCTIONS
Commercial Foreclosure
Auction; 341 E. Market St.
Leesburg, VA20176. 2,719
sqft
Income Producing, Long
Term Tenant. Live Auction
Dec 15th 11:00 AM at
Loudoun Co
Courthouse. DudleyRe-
sources.com for info.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in

other states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences.
Call this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Now Offering Financing!
Ronnie Jenkins Il Windows,
Siding, Roofing and Gut-
ters! FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request

a FREE Quote. Call now
before the next power out-
age: 1-844-947-1479

Replace your roof with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer
—up to 50% off installation +
Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
&amp; Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower.

Many options available.

Quality materials &amp;

professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts

emaﬂus

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE. NET

for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB in-
ternet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-970-1995

Available. Limited Time 1-877-591-9950
Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and

SAVE 15%! Call Today!

1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member. https:/hiltonoliver-

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring

our FREE shower package DENTAL INSURANCE

and $1600 Off for a limited attomeyva.com. from Physicians Mutual
time! Call today! Financing Insurance Company. Cover-
available. Call Safe Step Portable Oxygen Con-  age for 350 plus procedures.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Get your GED

with Patrick County Adult Education

Become a Lifelong Learner Today!

BENEFITS:
Higher Wages
Valuable Workplace Skills
Advancement to Further Education and Training
Sense of Personal Accomplishment

WHAT’S AVAILABLE?
» ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING
APPOINTMENTS
- ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS
» NIGHT CLASSES ON MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAY'S 6:00-8:00

LOCATED AT 557 MAYO COURT BESIDE
STUART ELEMENTARY

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT Y

THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT: :Q.\.&‘g{"ﬂ},’z

A

Q MARTHA CHANEY, TEACHER e
VIRGINIA (276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993

CAREERWORKS  MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US

When Family or Friends Need Care,

Choose the Best

¢Home Health Care Services
4+ Nursing Services
¢ Social Work Services

4 Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

4 Discase Management
Programs

4 Caring Staff to Help with
Recovery from an Illness or
Injury

Now Open,
Call today for
| services!

Liberty opens the door for patients to recover from
injury, illness or accident, in the comfort of their
home. Treatment at home supports improved
results for patients , while creating peace of mind
for caregivers. Our Staff, compassionate with their
care, matched by experience and training, help
patients and their caregivers with approaches that

avoid a return to the hospital.

@ LibertyHomeCare

Caring about independence

797 Woodland Drive, Suite 103
Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 694-4424

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

Real dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-888-550-3083 www.den-
tal50plus.com/virginia #6258

Are you
looking to
sell or buy
a home or
property in
VA or NC?

Country
Homes,
Farms, Land,
Mountain &
Waterfront
Property

Broker in Virginia
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646
or email

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full
listings at
www.uclambertrealty.com

Unned

(0 ountry
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Real Estate

Lambert
Realty

Broker, Johnny Lambert

NEW LOCATION

Now located at

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

Ge €9
P

Johnny Lambert ~ Donald Lewis
276-952-5502 276-692-5442

Aprll Turma.n Webb
276-733-3575

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
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Conference Center Leader to Retire

After 20 years of exceptional ser-
vice to the Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research (IALR),
Leslie Dobbins has announced her
retirement from her position as Vice
President of the Institute Confer-
ence Center, effective Jan. 31.

Dobbins’ commitment to excel-
lence has helped elevate the Insti-
tute Conference Center (ICC) to one
of Southern Virginia’s most presti-
gious meeting and event destina-
tions.

“For over 20 years it has never felt
like work because I absolutely love
what I do every day. I believe in the
mission, and I am beyond grateful to
have had this incredible opportunity
to work with so many capable and
dedicated individuals,” said Dob-
bins.

Dobbins joined the ICC team in
2003 as Sales and Event Planner
before being promoted to Gener-
al Manager and then Director; she
was named Vice President in May
2022. Her hospitality career spans
40 years and includes previous po-
sitions as Membership Development
Director and Social Director for well-
known hospitality organizations in
Milwaukee and Louisville. Locally,
she has served on the boards of the
Danville Science Center, Smart Be-
ginnings, Danville Concert Associ-

ation and the Garden Club of Dan-
ville. Dobbins attended Sweet Briar
College and holds a Bachelor of Arts

in Political Science from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.

TALR is indebted to Dobbins for
numerous accomplishments, some

of which include:
Leadership and develop-

ment of an experienced ICC staff
who worked by her side for most of

her tenure

Cultivation of a high-quality

food service provider
Opening IALR’s on-site café,
Megabytes
: Implementation of a ded-

icated “on-call” staff who embrace

TIALR’s mission of economic trans-
formation

Leading the ICC team’s cre-
ation of a meaningful holiday com-

munity service project for 14 years

(Decorating the Trees for a Cause,
followed by Wreaths for a Cause,

raising a total of $157,333 for area

non-profits)

Managing the $2.8 million
renovations of the ICC which began

simultaneously with the pandemic

Overseeing upgrades to the
Hawkins Building high

Charles
bays

Collaborating with Facilities
to oversee the construction of the

Rapid Launch Facility

“Leslie’s dedication, attention to
detail and commitment to excellence
are pertinent factors in the suc-
cess of the ICC. Her team members
continuously strive to support the
Conference Center’s function in the
same way. During my brief tenure
with TALR, I have grown to sincerely
appreciate Leslie’s love for the orga-
nization, our mission and the com-
munity. She will be missed by all,
and I wish her the best in future en-
deavors.,” said Dr. John H. Hughes
IV, Executive Vice President of Op-
erations at IALR.

Dobbins’ team also say they will
miss their longtime leader.

“Leslie is a hard-working and fair
supervisor. She has held this team
together like glue, and we are going
to miss her terribly,” Diana Parrish,
Event Planner and Service Opera-
tions Coordinator at TALR.

“Leslie is a great person to work
for, or as she would always say, ‘we
work together.” I could not work for
a better person; she is honest, has
integrity and you always know she
has your back and is very apprecia-
tive of the job you do,” said Ellen
Bass, Sales and Marketing Manager
at TALR.

“I give credit and thanks to the
ICC team who have been integral

Leslie Dobbins

in the growth and success of our
department,” said Dobbins. “Pro-
fessionally and personally, I am in-
debted to Diana, Ellen and Theresa
(Lewis, Information Desk Specialist)
for their unwavering dedication and
support every step of the way.”

Dobbins’ position, Vice President
of the Institute Conference Center,
will be posted on the employment
section of the TALR website in the
coming days.

Food

bank

receives donation

in Owens memory

The Patrick County Food Bank
received a donation in memory of
Douglas Lee Owens. Douglas was
killed earlier this year in a motor-
cycle accident. He was very proud
of his community. His family held
a fundraiser, with the support of
Rosa, her family, and the team at
Tony’s Pizza. The donations from
this fundraiser were split between
the Food Bank and Patrick County
Schools’ Welding Program.

i
’ ' | 
l

Rhonda Pruitt, director of the
Food Bank, is pictured receiving
the donation from Douglas’ broth-
er Christian Owens. Also pictured
are Jessica Owens, Douglas’ moth-
er, Hanna Owens, Douglas’ sister,
Hannah Howard and Rosaria Pa-
lumbo from Tony’s.

Pruitt said the Food Bank is sin-
cerely thankful for the donation.
She added, “Douglas was a fine
young man, and he will be missed.”

COLLINSVILLE FARM MARKET

3585 Virginia Ave,, Collinsville, VA
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Gardeners donate

to Patrick County
Christmas Cheer

Patrick County Master Garden-
ers Sherry Easterbrooks, Robin
Reichelt, Ginnie Conaway, Sylvia
Cummings and Dee Nolan, donated
all of the proceeds from the Mistletoe

Market to Patrick County Christmas
Cheer. Tamika Reynolds, chairman
of the program, accepts a check for
$1,071 to help fellow Patrick coun-
tians enjoy a merrier Christmas.

Local cattlemen

group

Submitted by Patrick Coun-
ty Cattlemen’s Association

The Patrick County Cattlemen’s
Association met at the Patrick and
Henry Community College Stuart
Site in the Community Room on
Thursday, December 7. Approx-
imately 35 people attended and
Terry Amos, PCCA President wel-
comed everyone. Christian Taylor,
Patrick County Extension Agent,
Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es, discussed various programs.

The guest speaker for the eve-
ning was Kevin Spurlin, Grayson
County Senior Extension Agent
and Unit Coordinator, Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources. Mr.
Spurlin gave a great presentation
on winter feeding of beef cattle on
a primarily hay based diet. Mr.
Spurlin discussed hay test results
from Patrick County to show nu-
trient requirements for different
production stages to help deter-
mine when supplementation is
needed.

Travis Bunn, executive director
of the Patrick County Farm Ser-
vice Agency, discussed the Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) and other FSA

meets

programs.

Sandra Heath, manager of the
Patrick SWCD District, informed
attendees of the upcoming 2024
Virginia Forage and Grassland’s
Council winter forage conference
in January. This year’s winter
forage conference will be held at
various locations and focus on op-
timizing animal performance in
forage-based production systems.
Speakers and topics will include
understanding the specific nutri-
tional requirement for cow-calf,
heifer-development, forage-finish-
ing, dairy, and stocker operations;
how to identify and address the
nutritional gaps in your forage
supply; developing supplementa-
tion programs that dovetail with
your forage system and guiding
herd genetics to match nutritional
supply.

Membership dues were collected
by Heath and Kristy Hughes for
the 2024 year, and a great meal
was enjoyed by everyone.

For any questions, to become
a member or to be added to the
mailing list, contact Amos or Tay-
lor at the Patrick County Exten-
sion Office, (276) 694-3341.
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Meetings

Thursday, Dec. 14
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m.
in the Town Office.

Wednesday, Jan. 24

The Patrick County Economic Development
Authority (EDA) will meet at 6 p.m. in the sec-
ond-floor conference room of the Patrick County
Administration Building.

Events

Wednesday, Dec. 13

The Patrick County Community Food Bank
will hold a food distribution day at the Stuart
site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m.
There will be a morning distribution in Ararat
from 8:30-11 a.m., and an evening distribution
in Meadows of Dan from 5-6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 14

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group
will hold its December meeting at 11 a.m. in the
Hooker Building at Rotary Field in Stuart. En-
tertainment, a Christmas group sing-a-long, will
be led by Phyllis Eastridge and Paula Drady.

Grilled chicken breasts and beverages will be
provided for the meal. Attendees are requested
to bring vegetables and desserts to share with
the group.

Friday, Dec. 15
The Community Mobile Food Pantry will be at
the Fairystone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 17

High Point Baptist Church, 2381 Big A School
Road, Stuart, will hold its Outdoor Christmas
Drama with the shows starting at 6 and 7 p.m.
For more information, contact Pastor Wayne
Moore at (336) 793-7991.

Sunday, Dec. 24
Woolwine Methodist Church will hold a
Christmas Eve service starting at 11 p.m.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument,
or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Library will hold the

LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intended
for school age children. For more information,
call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Introduction to Zen Meditation and Zen Bud-
dhism at the Blue Ridge Regional Library Stu-
art site,1:30-2:30 p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesdays.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

Last Tuesday of each month, Golden Oldies,
Open Jam at Willis Gap Community Center,
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, with 50s, 60s, 70s
Rock and Roll. Doors open at 6 p.m. Music gets
underway at 7. Food is available.

Local Eagles chapter
boosts Shop With A
rogram

Cop

e e

B

The local Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 4007 donated a $1,000 check to the Patrick
County Sheriff’s Office Shop With A Cop program. Pictured left to right are Steve Austin, Jeff

Several graduate
Criminal Justice program

The Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice Training Academy’s graduation was held at NCl on
Friday, December 1, with several to graduate from the program, including:

First, row left to right, Abbigay Astin, Martinsville Sheriff’s Office (Class President); Kristy
Torres, Martinsville Sheriff’s Office; Shannon Horn, Patrick County Sheriff’s Office; Dyson
Spence, Patrick County Sheriff’s Office; LaTorya Banks, Danville Adult Detention Center;
Randy Guy, Pittsylvania County Sheriff’s Office. Second, row left to right, Chance McClaine,
Henry County Sheriff's Office; Matthew Huxley, Henry County Sheriff’s Office; Timothy
Moore, Henry County Sheriff’s Office; Ryan O’Hara, Henry County Sheriff’s Office; Jaheim
Hairston, Henry County Sheriff’s Office. Third row, left to right, Jesse Harding, Henry County
Sheriff’s Office; Byron Lippencott, Henry County Sheriff’s Office; Jason Rigsby, Danville
Sheriff’s Office; Tavion Gravely, Henry County Sheriff’s Office; Joshua Sheldon, Pittsylvania

Amos, Jackie Bird, Charles Hamm, and John Rakes.

County Sheriff’s Office.

10 Tips to Help Children with
Special Needs Enjoy the Holidays

The holidays are upon us,
and while there’s loads of mer-
ry-making and fun to be had —
the changes and sensations of the
season can add stress to the lives
of children with special needs
and their families. The Episco-
pal Center for Children (ECC),
a nonprofit organization serving
children with special needs ages
5-14 in the greater Washington,
DC area, offers the following tips
to help.

“Children with special needs
enjoy the holidays but they are
especially sensitive to the chang-
es in routines that the holidays
bring,” said Stephanie Nash,
LICSW, president and CEO of
ECC. “Making a plan, thinking
about your child’s needs, and
adjusting your expectations can
help you create a positive holiday
experience for the entire family.”

Tip #1 — Make a plan for the
holidays and share it with your
family. Create a schedule for
your family’s holiday activities
and post it for your child to see.
You may find it helpful to use pic-
tures to help a young child. Talk
about the schedule with your
child, so he or she can anticipate
what will happen.

Tip #2 — Remind your family
about holiday plans. Review the
schedule. Discuss the schedule
with others in your home, so they
understand what is going on and
how they can best support your
child with special needs (and ev-

eryone else in the family), so ev-
eryone can have a fun holiday.

Tip #3 — For holiday gather-
ings, give your child a job and a
plan. Ask your child to help col-
lect coats, give out treats, or greet
arrivals. Rehearse the plan. Give
your child a schedule or plan for
a festive occasion so he or she
knows what to anticipate and
when things will happen.

Tip #4 — Maintain routines as
much as possible. There may be
special activities for the holi-
days, but try to keep your child’s
schedule as close to “normal” as
possible. Routines are key for
helping children coping with
special needs, and it’s especially
important for children to stick
to regular medication and sleep
schedules as much as possible.

Tip #5 - If your child is sensi-
tive to unfamiliar smells, help
manage them. Cinnamon is a
common holiday fragrance. One
way to help a child experience
this smell minimally (and gauge
reaction to it), is to add cinna-
mon to play compound before an
event. Ask guests visiting your
home to not wear heavy perfumes
if your child is sensitive to them
and think about other smells like
evergreens.

Tip #6 — Eat healthy foods
and consider how new or special
foods impact your child. During
the holidays there are all sorts
of fun foods and treats to enjoy.
Some children are more affected

than others by dietary chang-
es. Pay attention to your child’s
moods and how diet and situa-
tional changes may be impacting
him or her. If you are at an event,
bring along food that is familiar
to your child if you think it may
be needed.

Tip #7 — Take breaks when
needed. Sometimes children need
a break from the hubbub of holi-
day activities and busyness. Fill
a bag or backpack with a few fa-
vorite toys, games or activities.
If you see your child is getting
stressed, get out the bag and find
a quiet spot to play.

Tip #8 — Do not allow presents
to be a hindrance to enjoyment.
Toy packaging today can frus-
trate children and parents alike.
Children who have trouble with
fine motor skills may find un-
wrapping some gifts frustrating.

toys for your child to unwrap.

Tip #9 — Get your child into
the spirit of the season through
gift giving. Gift giving provides
an opportunity to practice social
skills. Help your child make a
gift for someone else, and prac-
tice how to give the gift to that
person. Let your child experience
the joy of giving.

Tip #10 — Give your child the
gift of your attention. Holidays
can be busy for grown-ups and
children. Make sure you spend a
few minutes of quality time with
your child every day. Give your
full attention. Practice active lis-
tening, where you listen to what
your child is saying and then re-
peat it back to them to demon-
strate that you are listening.
Focus on offering connection and
support.

You can adjust pack-
ages to their comfort
level by loosening
ribbons and paper, or
pre-cutting fasteners.
Ask others who give
your child gifts to be
aware of his or her
needs when it comes
to wrapping presents.
Some children find it
dis-orienting to un-
wrap things that are
new and unfamiliar
to them. If that is the
case for your child,
wrap a few favorite

Marriage
Licenses issued
in November

According to records in the Patrick County Circuit
Court Clerk’s Office, the following marriage licenses
were issued in November:

Alexander Quesenberry — Brandy Young.

Drew Jackson — Kandace Rakes.

Gregory Henry — Britney Thomas.

Roy Zeisloft — Danielle Brumbaugh.

Jacob Booker — Jessica DeHart.
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Administrative, support and waste
management top initial claims

Initial unemployment insurance
claims increased in the latest fil-
ing week to 1,945 but remained
slightly below typical pre-pandemic
volumes experienced in 2019, ac-
cording to data from the Virginia
Department of Workforce Develop-
ment and Advancement (DWDA).

For the filing week ending De-
cember 2, the figure for seasonally
unadjusted initial claims for unem-
ployment insurance in Virginia was
1,945, which was an increase of 841
claimants from the previous week.
Falling after a holiday week likely
played a part in the large increase.
Continued weeks claimed totaled

11,984, which was an increase from
the previous week and an increase
of 52% from the 7,899 continued
claims from the comparable week
last year. An industry was reported
for ninety-three percent of contin-
ued claims. Of those, over half (52
percent) of continued claims were
from professional, scientific, and
technical services (1,729), adminis-
trative and support and waste man-
agement (1,708), manufacturing
(1,307), and health care and social
assistance (1,068). Eligibility for
benefits is determined on a weekly
basis, and so not all weekly claims
filed result in a benefit payment.

This is because the initial claims
numbers represent claim applica-
tions; claims are then reviewed for
eligibility and legitimacy.

In the week ending December
2, the advance U.S. figure for sea-
sonally adjusted initial claims was
220,000, an increase of 1,000 from
the previous week’s revised level.
The previous week’s level was re-
vised up by 1,000 from 218,000 to
219,000. The advance number of ac-
tual initial claims under state pro-
grams, unadjusted, totaled 293,511
in the week ending December 2, an
increase of 93,761 (or 46.9 percent)
from the previous week. There were

287,976 initial claims in the compa-
rable week in 2022.

Looking at preliminary data for
the week after Thanksgiving week,
most U.S. states reported large in-
creases on a seasonally unadjust-
ed basis. California’s preliminary
weekly change (+14,057) was the
largest increase. New York’s pre-
liminary weekly change (+9,343)
was the second largest increase.
Texas’s preliminary weekly change
(+7,698) was the third largest in-
crease. Georgia’s preliminary week-
ly change (+6,481) was the fourth
largest increase. Virginia had the
26th largest increase (+739).

Bipartisan proposal would enforce
sanctions on terrorist organizations
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U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner, D-VA,
and Jack Reed, D-RI, joined by Mike
Rounds, R-SD, and Mitt Romney,
R-UT, to introduce bipartisan legisla-
tion to crack down on terrorist organi-
zations like Hamas by applying sanc-
tions to foreign parties that facilitate
financial transactions with terrorists.

Currently, these sanctions are im-
posed only in limited circumstances,
primarily on the terrorist group Hezbol-
lah following passage of the Hizballah
International Financing Prevention
Act in 2015. The Terrorism Financing
Prevention Act introduced today will
expand this type of sanctions to cover
all U.S.-designated Foreign Terror-
ist Organizations (FTOs), including

Hamas, and
other foreign
parties that

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

are controlled
by or act on
behalf of those

FTOs.

“The Terrorism Financing Preven-
tion Act will make sure that the Trea-
sury Department has the tools neces-
sary to enforce our sanctions against
Hamas and other terror groups,” said
Warner. “I'm pleased to join Senators
Rounds, Reed, and Romney in intro-
ducing this bipartisan legislation to
improve our national security.”

Under the terms of the Terrorism
Financing Prevention Act, the U.S.
Department of the Treasury is re-
quired to identify any foreign bank or
foreign digital asset transaction facili-
tator that knowingly facilitates trans-
actions with an FTO or related party.
Once these actors are identified, the
bill requires imposition of sanctions
on them, restricting either their use
of U.S. correspondent bank accounts
(in the case of a bank), or barring their
digital asset or other transactions with
U.S. persons (in the case of a digital as-
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set transaction facilitator).
The bill also contains a key
provision from the Crypto-As-
set National Security En-
hancement and Enforcement
(CANSEE) Act the senators
previously introduced, giving
FinCEN authority to restrict
transactions with “primary
money laundering concerns”
that do not involve a U.S.
correspondent bank account.

FinCEN with appropriate tools to ad-
dress threats involving digital assets
and non-traditional finance networks,
just as they currently can where corre-
spondent accounts are involved.

“It is critical that the Department of
the Treasury has the necessary count-
er-terrorism tools to combat modern
threats,” Rounds said. “The Terrorism
Financing Prevention Act takes com-
monsense steps toward rooting out
terrorism by sanctioning foreign finan-
cial institutions and foreign digital as-
set companies that assist them in com-
mitting these heinous acts. Cutting off
funding for terrorist organizations at
the source will save lives. I am pleased
to co-lead this bipartisan legislation
that takes decisive action to disrupt
terrorist finance networks.”

“The October 7 attacks on Israel per-
petrated by Hamas have made it more
urgent and necessary for the U.S. to
counter the role that cryptocurrency
plays in the financing of terrorism.
Our legislation would expand financial
sanctions to cover all terrorist organi-
zations—including Hamas—and it
would equip the Treasury Department
with additional resources to count-
er terrorism and address emerging
threats involving digital assets,” said
Romney.

The Terrorism Financing Preven-
tion Act also authorizes the resources
the Treasury Department needs to
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New methane safeguards protect VA communities

Edwin J. Viera

Virginia News Connection

New methane safeguards can
protect communities in Virginia
and the U.S.

A new rule targets leaks from
wells and pipelines, which can
emit at least 2.6 million tons
of methane per year. Lowering
emissions can provide numerous
economic and health benefits for
state residents.

However, Virginia utility com-
panies are only building up their
gas infrastructure; a common
trend in Southern states.

Greg Buppert, senior attorney
at the Southern Environmental
Law Center, described why it is
happening.

“It is a model that utility com-
panies are very familiar with,”
Buppert explained. “They’ve, for
years, operated coal-fired power
plants. A gas fired power plant
uses the same business model.

And so, in some sense utility com-
panies like to do what they know
how to do.”

He added gas is no longer a
bridge fuel to renewables, noting
further climate change research
revealed its harms. Virginia en-

acted legislation in 2020 requir-
ing utilities to use 100% renew-
able electricity by 2050. Yet, work
is underway by Dominion Energy
to develop a gas-fired power plant
near the James River.

A natural gas pipeline exten-

sion recently received federal ap-
proval to go through a Virginia
city already affected by the fossil
fuel industry. Residents and state
environmentalists voiced their op-
position. Buppert pointed out the
new rules can help residents deal
with the effects the pipeline will
have.

“The rule will help protect com-
munities from the worst impacts of
some of that new infrastructure,”
Buppert noted. “The administra-
tion has in the works additional
rules related specifically to power
plants. And these are indeed im-
portant and critical steps.”

Leaking methane can cause
asthma, other respiratory prob-
lems and even cancer. Methane
emissions have taken center stage
at COP28, the international cli-
mate summit. Though more than
150 nations promised to reduce
emissions by 30% by 2030, they’re
still uncertain how to attain this.

Several people were named in
last round of indictments

Grand jurors handed down more
than 50 indictments on December
4, according to records in the Pat-
rick County Court Clerk’s Office.

An indictment is not an indica-
tion of guilt, but a grand jury’s de-
termination that enough evidence
exists to warrant a trial.

Those named in the indictments
are:

*James Roger Dulaney, 49, of
Woolwine, abduction, on or be-
tween March 12 through March 13.

*William Ray dJurney, 33, of
Claudville, attempt to malicious
wounding, May 21.

*Cody John Belcher, 31, of Wool-
wine, strangulation, October 3,
2022.

*Anthony Chandler Bryant, 28,
of Stuart, malicious wounding,
June 1.

*Aaron Jermone Cooper, 46, of
Stuart, unauthorized use of vehi-
cle, March 20.

*Danielle Brooke Wade, 28, of
Floyd, unauthorized use of vehicle,
on or between June 20 - June 29.

*Tanya Leahann Branch, 43,
of Bassett, one count each grand
larceny and obtain money by false
pretense, July 11.

*John Albert Nester, Sr., 52, of
Martinsville, one count each grand
larceny, obtain money by false pre-
tense, and grand larceny with in-
tent to sell, July 11.

*Brandon Jude Riley, 42, of
North Augusta, S.C., obtain money
by false pretense, October 21, 2022.

*Keondre Demone Holmes, 31,
of Patrick Springs, strangulation,
July 23.

*Oscar Alfredo Roman, 40, of
Stuart, 20 counts possess child
pornography, between December 9
and December 21, 2022.

*Roger Dale Turner, 38, of Pat-
rick Springs, two counts strangu-
lation, and one count each aggra-

vated malicious wounding, child
endangerment, and child cruelty,
on or between July 3 through Au-
gust 4.

*Ryan Travis Doss, possess
sawed-off shotgun, August 30.

*Karleigh Jean Rorrer, elude law
enforcement, July 20.

*Jonathan David Grandison, as-
sault and batter on law enforce-
ment officer, July 25.

*Matthew Lamar Neace, mali-
cious wounding, August 3.

*Andrea M. Guerra, 35, of Stu-
art, one count each welfare perjury
and welfare fraud, on or between
October 1, 2021 and July 21, 2023.

*Neolfis Dejesus-Martinez, 40, of
Stuart, one count each welfare per-
jury and welfare fraud, on or be-
tween November 1, 2022 and July
1, 2023.

*Dana Marie Snider, 28, of
Claudville, distribution of Sch. I or
II drugs, August 17.

*Kenneth Dane Gray, 54, of
Claudville, one count each con-
spiracy to distribute Sch. I or II
drugs and distribution of Sch. I or
IT drug- 3rd or subsequent offense,
August 10.

*Christopher Krik Gray, 53, of
Ararat, seven counts distribution
of Sch. I or II drugs, two counts
distribution of 28 grams or more of
methamphetamine, and one count
each distribution of 10g or more
methamphetamine and conspiracy
to distribute Sch. I/IT 10g. or more,
on or about August 4 through Sep-
tember 25.

*Adam Lee Daniels, 39, of Stu-
art, possession of Sch. I or II drug,
May 17.

*Tony Lee Epperson, 51, of
Mount Airy, N.C., possession of
Sch. I or IT drug, March 31.

*Crystal Kathleen Luckado, 34,
of Stuart, possession of Sch. I or II
drug, March 11.

A holiday fixture steeped in
tradition grows in Virginia

Mistletoe lore dates back centuries—to the
Celtic druids and Norse mythology—as a
symbol of fertility, peace and love.

The plant’s legends eventually made their
way across continents when European set-
tlers immigrated to North America and dis-
covered a plant that closely resembled the
mistletoe from their homeland.

“(European mistletoe) is actually a differ-
ent species and different genus, but they look
really similar,” explained Jordan Metzgar,
a biologist and curator for the Massey Her-
barium at Virginia Tech. “When Europeans
came to North America, there was this other
mistletoe here, so they just transferred a lot
of the mythology and traditions with it.”

Metzgar explained that of the seven native
mistletoe species in the U.S., only one grows
in Virginia—Phoradendron leucarpum—
commonly called American mistletoe or
Eastern mistletoe. And while it’s the plant
of holiday romance, its true characteristics
are a little more ominous.

“It’s in the genus Phoradendron, which
literally translates to ‘tree thief,” Metzgar
said. “It grows on trees, taps into their vas-
cular systems and steals nutrients and wa-
ter from them.”

Mistletoe’s tiny white flowers form into
clusters of snow-white berries during the
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late fall and winter, and are a favorite
among birds, which spread them from tree
to tree. The seed’s sticky coating adheres it
to limbs and trunks where “it’'ll germinate
and make a little seedling, and right away
it bores into the tree it’s growing on” using
a special rootlike organ called a haustorium,
Metzgar explained.

A hemiparasite, the woody shrub needs
trees to survive, but it also photosynthesizes,
allowing it to stay a festive green through-
out the winter. But despite being closely
associated with wintertime holidays, “it’s re-
ally not cold-tolerant at all,” Metzgar noted.
“We're pretty close to the northern edge of
its range here in the Eastern U.S.”

Mistletoe thrives in the temperate climate
of Virginia’s coastal plains and swampy for-
ests. Its bushy clumps can easily be spotted
standing out against bare branches during
the late fall, winter and early spring.

And though the large clusters can dam-

" Tired of
driving :
to the ’

[ 8
EYiYeiill kM We'll pick it up at your curb!

Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 216=251=1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

age trees and girdle limbs, mistletoe is a
long-established native and a normal part of
the forest ecosystem. It grows on a range of
trees, particularly oaks, red maples and gum
trees.

Some landowners harvest Virginia mistle-
toe on their own, but others can find sprigs
for their holiday decorations at local florists,
garden centers, nurseries and other holiday
retailers. Many tree farms also sell it along-
side their Christmas trees. Mistletoe may be
favored for holiday décor, but it’s best to keep
away from children and pets. It contains a
toxic protein called phoratoxin, which can
cause nausea, vomiting, weakness and other
issues when accidentally consumed.

See more in Cultivate magazine at bit.
ly/3GyOKHu.
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Youngkin launches new initiative to help
families with childcare, early learning

Virginia will make a significant
investment in early learning and
childcare via the Building Blocks
for Virginia Families initiative to
empower parents with childcare
choice, reduce red tape, expand
available childcare options for par-
ents, and provide needed support
for parents to continue in the work-
force.

Last week, Gov. Glenn Youngkin
announced Building Blocks for Vir-
ginia Families, which builds on Vir-
ginia’s strong foundation and ex-
pands a marketplace to serve more
families across the Commonwealth.
Key attributes of the plan include:

. Ensures every low-income
working family currently receiving
public support continues to have ac-
cess to high quality early childhood
and after school programs with over
$448 million annually in total in-
vestment

. Strengthens parent
choice—of home-providers, public
school preschools, community co-
ops, church programs, and private
day centers

. Creates an innovative
childcare payment system driven
by parents that making it easier
for employers, philanthropies, local
governments, community partners
and families to contribute and sup-
port the success of Virginia’s early
learners

. Cuts unnecessary red tape
for providers so they can operate ef-
fectively, efficiently, and safely

. Eliminates childcare des-
erts by infusing $25 million to re-
furbish excess space at our colleges

to launch new early learning hubs

. Reduces childcare educa-
tor shortages by maintaining $1
million scholarship program to in-
crease the skills of Virginia’s early
education workforce and $10 mil-
lion per year for direct-to-childcare
educator incentives that have been
shown to reduce teacher shortages
and increase educator retention in
childcare

“Building Blocks for Virginia
Families will ensure families can
choose the early option that best
supports their children in their
most formative years and enter
school ready to learn,” said Youn-
gkin. “By prioritizing parent choice
and cutting red tape for families
and providers, we are delivering a
best-in-class model for early learn-
ing and childcare.”

Through the 2021 American Res-
cue Plan Act, Virginia used $794
million to expand childcare and
early education programs. Over the
past two years, Governor Youngkin
invested funds to support parents’
post-COVID return to the work-
force by increasing parent choice
and fully implementing one of the
nation’s strongest early learning
data quality measurement and con-
tinuous improvement systems.

The expiration of federal funding
put 27,000 children at risk of los-
ing access to quality care. Through
Building Blocks for Virginia Fami-
lies, every eligible child will be able
to continue to access high quality
options that meet their family’s
specific childcare needs and Virgin-
ia will remain the national leader

UILDING
LOCKS

FOR VIRGINIA

v Y
YOUNGKIN

in innovative approaches to quality
early education and childcare.

The Commission, staffed by the
Virginia Early Childhood Foun-
dation (ECF), created a series of
guiding principles and recommen-
dations which informed the devel-
opment of the Building Blocks for
Virginia Families approach. They
also incorporated findings from a
recent Vanderbilt University study
that found a significant ROI on the
learning investments from Virgin-
1a’s early childhood programs.

“Today, we open the door to the
next era of early care and education
in the Commonwealth. Government
cannot be the sole answer to every
challenge including ensuring access
to quality childcare,” said Secretary
of Education Aimee Guidera. “The
Building Blocks for Virginia Fami-
lies plan is about public and private
stakeholders coming together. We
will address childcare deserts, ear-
ly childhood provider shortages and
introduce innovation and partner-

ships into how we pay for childcare
for a sustainable system.”

“It's a great day for Virginia!
Governor Youngkin has made a
bold commitment to sustaining
Virginia’s best-in-class public-pri-
vate parent choice system through
seminal investment and innovative
reforms,” said President of the Vir-
ginia Early Childhood Foundation
Kathy Glazer. “The Youngkin Ad-
ministration has clearly recognized
the importance of keeping Virgin-
ia’s families ‘whole’ with childcare
services that support their chil-
dren’s school readiness, their own
reliable workforce participation,
and the productivity of businesses
in communities across the Com-
monwealth. Alongside our Ready
Regions and Mixed Delivery part-
ners, we are proud to continue to
work with and support the efforts of
the Administration through steady
access to high-quality early child-
hood care and education services
for Virginia’s families.”

Music icon Emmylou Harris tops
Rooster Walk 14 band lineup

Emmylou Harris, a 2018 Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award winner and member of the
Country Music Hall of Fame, will bring her band
to headline the 14th annual Rooster Walk Music
& Arts Festival. Joining her at the top of the band
lineup will be celebrated guitarist Cory Wong, an
exploding star on the international music scene.

Harris has been estimated to have sold more
than 15 million records worldwide. She has also
earned 13 Grammy Awards and placed 27 singles
into the top 10 US country chart. She will make
her Rooster Walk debut with a Saturday evening
set at the festival, which will take place May 23-
26, at Pop’s Farm in Martinsville.

Wong will also make his RW debut when his
band performs a Friday night headlining set. A
former member of Vulfpeck, Wong’s live shows are
lauded for their instrumental wizardry, incredible
cohesiveness and their sheer, energetic fun.

The final batch of RW14 band additions will be
announced by February 2024.

Tickets for Rooster Walk 14 are now on sale at
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www.roosterwalk.com, which also features all the
information needed to plan for an amazing expe-
rience.

The festival will take place Thursday-Sunday
of Memorial Day weekend in the rolling foothills
surrounding Martinsville. Rooster Walk is a 4-day
festival celebrating music, art, and the great out-
doors at the idyllic Pop’s Farm venue. With 40+
bands performing on 6 different stages, an amaz-
ing roster of stellar music steers the Rooster Walk
experience.

In addition to approximately 80 sets of live mu-
sic, the family-friendly Rooster Walk will offer a
wide variety of kids’ programming, family fun,
craft beer, great food, arts and numerous opportu-
nities to enjoy Virginia’s great outdoors with kay-
ak river floats, pedal boats, bike rides, yoga, a disc
golf course and beautiful on-site camping.

Rooster Walk has been named one of the Top 5
festivals in the state by the Richmond-Times Dis-

patch. It also was voted the region’s Most Creative
Charitable Event by readers of Virginia Living
Magazine for three consecutive years. The fes-
tival was created in memory of late Martinsville
natives Edwin “The Rooster” Penn and Walker
Shank, who graduated from Martinsville High
School in 2000.

A portion of proceeds from the festival will be
donated to local and regional charities, including
Rooster Walk’s own Penn-Shank Memorial En-
dowment Scholarship Fund for students at Mar-
tinsville High School, and the Rooster Walk Music
Instrument Program for public band programs in
the local city and county school systems.

The festival is produced by Rooster Walk Inc., a
501¢3 nonprofit dedicated to promoting music, arts
and education in its home of Martinsville-Henry
County. Since 2009, Rooster Walk Inc. has donat-
ed more than $320,000 to local and regional char-
ities.
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Banjorama celebrates county’s
musical heritage, tourism efforts

Sammy Shelor’s Banjorama, held Saturday,
Dec. 9 December, at Patrick County High School,
also featured Nu-Blu. Several people were inter-

James Houchins, director of P

Yourself Here.”

Sammy Shelor, celebrated performer and widely known
as ‘Master of the Banjo,” hosted the Banjorama. Shelor
discussed his type of banjo music and related how he
began playing the instrument as a youngster.

atrick County Tourism,
discussed the amenities available in the county while
discussing the county’s tagline, ‘Come Get Lost and Find

A8

viewed by Nu-Blu Bluegrass Ridge TV Show to

Banjorama got underway.

Chamber of Commerce, discussed the recently released
fourth edition of the Patrick County Magazine, and noted Denny
it features some of the musicians from the Willis Gap Association, talked about the early days of the monthly

Community Center Open Jam. Inside, the magazine PCMA events and other musical efforts.

Alley,

includes several stories about local musicians and music.

7-10 p.m.

Mary Dellenback Hill discussed the Willis Gap Community

Center Open Jam, Appalachian Acoustic Music every Friday Samy Shelor and the onesoe River Band warm up
Night, (doors open 6 p.m., with music and dancing from

N

fi ‘ N ®
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All photos by Mary Dellenback Hill’s phone vid-

promote our county’s tourism efforts before the eocamera. Hill represents the Dan River District
on the county’s Tourism Advisory Council (TAC).

organizer of the Patrick County Music

before performing at the Banjorama Saturday in Stuart.

Master Gardener’s celebrate 2023 programs,
osraduations and Milestone Awards

The Patrick County Master Gar-
deners celebrated a successful 2023.
Multiple Educational Programs
were presented at the Learning
Garden, Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary., Landmark, STEP, Farmers
Market, WHEO, Streamside Trees
in the Classroom. as well as schools
in Patrick and Henry counties, ed-
ucational articles were written for
The Enterprise, and a seed library
was maintained at the library.

Gardens were built and main-
tained on Main Street Stuart, Books.
Blooms and Bugs Garden children’s
garden at the library, STEP garden
Stuart, Landmark sensory garden.

Reynolds Homestead and Farmers
Market herb gardens and gardens
at Meadows of Dan Elementary
School. Master Gardeners are also
working on a Native Plant Trail in
Fairy Stone State Park.

Two plant sales were held, and
the group also participated in the
Mistletoe Market, Monsters on
Mainstreet and Festival of Lights.

More than $5,000 was donated
back to the community to a scholar-
ship and community nonprofit orga-
nizations including the Blue Ridge
Library, Dolly Pardon Imagina-
tion Library, Girl Scout Troop 342,
PAWSs, Special Olympics, PC Alz-

heimer’s Group LLC, and Christ-
mas Cheer.

The following Master Gardeners
received lifetime volunteer mile-
stone awards for 250 hours: Sylvia
Cummings, Ed Coleman. Robin Re-
ichert and Dee Nolan; Janice Woods
was recognized for 500 hours, and
Norma Bozenmayer for 1,000 hours.

The Master Gardener training
course was completed by Carrie In-
gals, Angie Dribben. Hannah Vino-
va and Kristine Adel.

Rita Browning and Kristine Adel
completed all the requirements
to become Master Gardeners and
were awarded their green aprons

and badges.

If interested in becoming a Mas-
ter gardener, or to get on our email
list, email mgpcva@gmail.com.

Mark your calendar for the fol-
lowing dates next year:

January 27 and Feb 10 - educa-
tional programs will be presented
at the library at 11 a.m. and the
group’s annual Gardening Sympo-
sium will be held at Patrick and
Henry Community College Stuart
on March 9.

The Master Gardeners would like
to thank the community for your
support of our programs and wish
you a safe and happy 2024.

Milestone awards were presented to Robin Reihert. ADee
Nolan, Sylvia Cummings, and Norma Bozenmayer. (Not
pictured were Janice Woods and Ed Coleman.)

by Linda Thistle
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numbers from one to nine.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate € € Challenging

New interns include Hannah Vinova and HKristine Adel.
(Angie Dribben and Carrie Ingals are not pictured.)

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE ENTERPRISE

Browning.)

New Master Gardener Kristine Adel. (Not pictured Rita

92.7 FM

Classic Hits

wheoradio.com

“Small Town Station with a BIG Town Sound”
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Reynolds Homestead holds Christmas Open House

By Pat Delaney Christmas Open House. Guests were greet- The Reynolds home was beautifully dec-

Visitors from all over the area braved the ed by guides in period dress, refreshments, orated for the holiday, as guides shared the
wet weather on Sunday, December 10, to vis- Christmas music and even Santa and Mrs. history of the homestead, the Reynolds family
it The Reynolds Homestead in Critz for its Claus. and their times with guests, young and old.
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MAY 23-26, 2024

AT POPS FARM IN MARTINSVILLE, VA

SECOND ROUND ANNOUNCEMENT

EMMYLOU HARRIS + CORY WONG
BROKE MOUNTAIN BLUEGRASS BAND

FT. TRAVIS BOOK OF THE INFAMOUS STRINGDUSTERS, ANDERS BECK OF GREENSKY BLUEGRASS
ROBIN DAVIS, JON STICKLEY OF JON STICKLEY TRIO & ANDY THORN OF LEFTOVER SALMON

TWo NIGHTS oF DANIEL DONATOS COSMIC COUNTRY
TAUK MOORE + DOGS IN A PILE + COUCH
CAITLIN KRISKO & THE BROADCAST + YARN + ARKANSAUCE
SNEEZY + MOUNTAIN GRASS UNIT + ISAAC HADDEN ORGAN TRIO
SOL DRIVEN TRAIN + J & THE CAUSEWAYS + STICKS N THORNS
TRAVIS BOOK & FRIENDS + COLBY T. HELMS & THE VIRGINIA CREEPERS
CLAY STREET UNIT + THE JARED STOUT BAND + MIGHTY JOSHUA
TC CARTER BAND + LUA FLORA + BIG FAT GAP
JULES & THE AGREEABLES + DJ WHAT + MAGICIAN HUNTER RHODES
PIRATES OF THE PIEDMONT
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AND MANY MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED!

ART + FOOD + CRAFT BEER +
DISC GOLF + ADVENTURES + FAMILY FUN

| TICKETS AND PARKING PASSES SELLING FAST! y
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USE CODE

TICKETS AT ROOSTERWALK.COM  ror s10 oFF

ADMISSION TICKETS
Il B B = B=HE = = =BHE = = B B B BB =B =

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET
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Blue Ridge Land &
grL]JIJI[’?’[I’ Auction Co., Inc.

/’\'_ e Phone: (540) 745-2005 or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

Real Estate ...k ..
FEATURED LISTINGS

WILLIS, VA FLOYD, VA

Well maintained home with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths and over 1,600 Great 2.07 acre level lot with an existing well. Property located
sq ft. There is also a detached cabin which features open living approximately 2 miles from the town limits of Floyd. It has partial
with a full kitchen and bath. Homes sit on 5.89 acres. $445,000 fencing, and a 12x24 storage building. $85,000

STUART, VA

Great 3 bedroom 1.5 bath brick ranch home with 1 080 sqftof  Well maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath home on 3.4 acres of land.
living space. Home sits on .52 acres of land. $192,500 Home has 1,344 sq ft of living space. $190,000

Beautiful 33 acre tract of land with a great mix of wooded and  Are you looking for a beautiful spot to build your dream home
pasturelands. There is a small stream and an abundance of wild-  or vacation home? Look no further than this 6.3 acre lot in the
life. Property also has an existing well, septic and underground  Seven Springs Subdivision. It features breathtaking mountain
electric in place. $240,000 views! $75,000

F5

Don’t miss your chance on this 4.34 acre buildable lot! Lot is Stuning 2 bedroom, 2.5 bt ountain retreat on +/- 323 acres-
level and would be ideal for a new home site. It's only 4 minutes  of recreational land. Property features 1.6 miles of impressive
from Ph”pOtt Lake Marina. $15,000 creek frontage along the North Fork of the Smith River.

Land & Uucticn. We look fouvard te
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(0 United Phone: (540) 745-2005
RS Eoier or Toll Free: (800) 375-0423

Blue Ridge Land & 102 S. Locust Street, Floyd, VA 24091

Auction Co., Inc. . . . "
Jwarded “National Top 10 Office BlueRidgeLandandAuction@gmail.com Matt Gallimore,

” . . Broker/Auctioneer
2016 - 2022 www.BlueRidgeLandandAuction.com Lic. £0226000240




