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Solar, healthcare at forefront of a contentious meeting
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About two dozen people attended the two-hour meeting on Feb. 6.

By Taylor Boyd

Accusations and finger-point-
ing were common during the of-
ten heated discussion of a pro-
posed solar project at a town
hall meeting held last week for
Smith River District residents.

“That man’s a cop-out,”
Ed Pool said of Doug Perry,
vice-chairman of the Patrick
County Board of Supervisors.

Perry hosted the event, along
with Walter Scott, who serves
as vice-chairman of the school
board.

“The state says by 2050, we're
going to be completely fossil-fu-
el free. I don’t get it,” Perry said
and then outlined the process
that begins when a solar com-
pany identifies a landowner
who wants a project on their
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Doug Perry, vice-chairman of the Patrick
County Board of Supervisors, held a
community meeting at the Smith River
Rescue Squad on Tuesday, February 6.

land.

The company then makes “a
plan that hopefully goes along
with our ordinance, and they
bring that to the Planning

Walter Scott, vice-chairman of the Patrick
County School Board, spoke about the
school division and proposed cell tower.

Commission. They say, ‘Hey
Planning Commission we want
to do a solar farm at this loca-
tion. This 1s what we want to

(See Solar p. 14)

School staff to lose
positions as funding ends

The Patrick County School Board received certificates during School Board Appreciation
Month. From left, Amy Walker, Walter Scott, Rob Martin, Shannon Harrell, and Lester
Harrell.

By Taylor Boyd

Eleven staff members of the coun-
ty’s school division are expected to
lose their jobs in Fiscal Year (FY)
2024-2025 due to the loss of grant
funds.

At the February 8 school board
meeting, School Superintendent
Jason Wood said the division would
see a significant budget decrease
due to a loss in funding.

Regardless of state funds, “we will
see a decrease in funds next year
because our federal CARES (Coro-
navirus Aid Relief, and Economic
Security), ESSER (Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Re-
lief) I, ESSER II and ESSER II dol-
lars end this fiscal year,” he said.

Since 2020, Wood said the divi-

(See School Staff p. 3)

FE

received a

Sara Leigh Collins
certificate from Superintendent Jason
Wood (right) as part of School Board Clerk
Appreciation Week.

(left)

Honor Guard issues a
‘desperate call to arms’

By Debbie Hall

The Patrick County Veterans Me-
morial Honor Guard needs imme-
diate help! The Honor Guard was
incorporated in the Commonwealth
of Virginia in 1992, according to Rich-
ard Cox, a longstanding member of
the local guard.

Cox recalled there were about 50
members at the time of incorporation.

“Over the years since the Honor
Guard was founded, its members
have proudly conducted military rites
for deceased veterans at approxi-
mately 1,000 funerals,” Cox said.

As can be expected over the years,
the membership has decreased sig-
nificantly due to the age of the mem-
bers, illness, disability, or moving
from the area, Cox said and added
that currently, the membership is
down to 28 active and inactive mem-
bers.

Additionally, “many members are
reaching an age, or are facing health
issues that result in them being un-
able to be as active or able to respond
as they once did,” Cox said. “Younger

members are still employed full time,
and this prevents them from respond-
ing when they are at work.”

Recently, this has created an unde-
sirable situation of not having enough
members available for the Honor
Guard to fully perform the military
rites for a deceased veteran, he said.

“This 1s a desperate call to arms to
the citizens of Patrick County and all
veterans,” Cox said. “We need new
members immediately if the honor
guard is to continue to be available
for the funeral(s) of our deceased
comrades in arms.”

Cox said members are not expected
to be available 100 percent of the time
“should you choose to join us,” and en-
couraged anyone interested in honor-
ing the legacy and service of others to
“please consider becoming a member
of our organization. We meet on the
first Tuesday of each month. This is
an open invitation to attend one of
our meetings.”

If you can help or are interested, call
Cox at (276) 340-1618 or email him at
PatCoVetMemHonGrd@gmail.com.
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The Connect Health + Wellness mobile walk-in clinic will return to Stuart on Feb. 15, Feb.

21, and Feb. 29, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Walmart parking lot.

Mobile walk-in clinic
provides healthcare option

By Taylor Boyd

The Connect Health + Wellness
mobile healthcare unit, a walk-in
clinic on wheels, visited Stuart on
Wednesday, February 7, offering
residents another option for their
healthcare needs.

Lindsay Anthony, director of mar-
keting, said the mobile unit visited
the county because “it is an under-
served area, so we're just looking to
add additional access to healthcare
services.”

Anthony said this was the first
time the walk-in clinic was set up
at Walmart. Fewer than 12 people
were seen.

The mobile unit will return to
the same location weekly, on Feb.

15, Feb. 21, and Feb. 29. Hours are
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and patients
aged 12 years old and up are accept-
ed.

A photo identification and a list
of medications are required. Those
with insurance cards should bring
them; those without should bring
proof of income (a month of pay
stubs, W-2s, or Social Security In-
come letter).

Anthony said the people she’s
talked to seem excited about Con-
nect Health coming to the area.

“We're working with a bunch
of groups, community partners,
they’re helping us promote and they
recognized that there’s a need in

(See Mobile Clinic p.3)

Survey launched to help
chart county’s path forward

Patrick County launched a com-
prehensive community survey
aimed at gathering valuable in-
sights from residents to guide fu-
ture decisions, an initiative that
reflects the county’s commitment
to ensuring that the voices of its
population are heard.

The survey, accessible online at
https://virginiatech.questionpro.
com/PatrickCountyCitizenSurvey
covers a wide range of local gov-
ernment topics. Residents are en-
couraged to participate and share
their perspectives on current chal-
lenges, opportunities, and priori-
ties for the county’s development.

“We believe that the success of
our community hinges on the ac-
tive participation and input of
our residents,” said Beth Simms,
County Administrator. “This sur-
vey 1s an invaluable opportunity
for every member of our commu-
nity to contribute their ideas and

aspirations, ultimately shaping”
the county’s future.

Simms estimates the survey
should take no more than 10-15
minutes to complete.

Insights gathered from the sur-
vey will inform the county’s stra-
tegic planning process and help
prioritize initiatives that align
with the needs and aspirations of
its residents. The results will be
shared with the public and used to
guide decision-making by county
officials and community leaders.

Simms said the Patrick County
Library and the Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College (P&HCC)
Stuart site will provide computer
access if needed to participate in
the survey.

Residents are encouraged to
complete the survey by February
25 to ensure their voices are heard
and considered in the planning
process.
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Chamber Chat

By Rebecca Adcock

Already one month into 2024.
The chamber kicked off the year
with our annual membership drive
and Spring 2024 magazine ads.
The office has been busy cataloging
all those replies. The chamber is
appreciative of all businesses, or-
ganizations, museums and individ-
uals who support us. Without your
support, the chamber would not be
able to continue to offer program-
ming throughout the year, partner
to provide events for networking,
community growth and learning.
We are also a voice at regional and
state meetings to help keep Patrick
County moving forward.

As we continue to move into 2024,
we are excited to see how Patrick
County continues to recommit mov-
ing our county forward. We already
have a few programs in the works.
The first big event is the Economic
Summit that we are hosting in part-
nership with Reynolds Homestead,
Patrick County Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism departments,
and the Town of Stuart. This is an
information and feedback session
that has not happened since 2016.
And we know so much has changed
since then. While all businesses are
important to the health of Patrick
County, this summit is targeting
our county employers who employ
more than twenty-five employees.
Learning from this event, we ex-
pect to host an economic summit
for our small businesses.

This is the year that the chamber
will be leaning more into our part-
nerships to help bring programs.
Reynolds Homestead will be lead-
ing the charge for the Work Based
Learning initiatives that the state
is promoting. We will be helping

to identify industry partners and
learning workshops. We are also
working with the economic devel-
opment department to produce
printed material and web content
on business in Patrick County,
checklists and resource guides for
contact information. We anticipate
hosting a Lunch and Learn to dis-
cuss all the resources available.
Our office, along with economic de-
velopment, has had multiple phone
calls and visits from people inter-
ested in starting businesses in the
county.

We are excited for 2024, with
county administration in place, the
announcement of the Downtown
Revitalization grant for Stuart,
pieces are starting to come togeth-
er. If the chamber can assist you in
any way, please reach out to us.

New Chamber Businesses: Stu-
art Family Restaurant, Insight,
Reed Electric Solutions, LLC, Fron-
tier Farm and Home Center, LLC.

(Adcock 1s the executive director
of the Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce.)

The Patrick County Public An-

Wednesday, February 28.

Animal shelter to
be closed Feb. 28

imal Shelter will be closed on ness hours on Thursday, Febru-

It will reopen for normal busi{

ary 29.

The past two years have seen an
explosion of crypto currency scams
which has led many people to ask
the same question - how? After all,
crypto currency 1s something most
people don’t understand, and those
who do follow it know that it is very
volatile, completely unregulated,
and has no protection for investors.
So, given all of that, how are peo-
ple losing billions a year to crypto
scams? If we had to pick someone
to blame (besides the criminals), it
might be Cupid.

Romance scams have become one
of the top drivers of crypto curren-
¢y fraud, because once the criminal
creates a deep connection with their
victim, they are able to get that per-
son to do things they wouldn’t nor-
mally do.

If someone you only know online
tells you they are making money in-

Cupid’s Connection
to Crypto

vesting in crypto and offers to teach
you how, it’s a scam — full stop. It
doesn’t matter how well you think
you know this person or how strong
of a bond you feel you've created,
asking for money to invest in crypto
currency is one of the surest signs of
a modern-day romance scam.

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. For help from AARP, call
1-877-908-3360 or visit the AARP
Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.

With about 1 million members
in Virginia, AARP is the largest
organization working on behalf of
people age 50-plus and their fami-
lies in the Commonwealth. To learn
more about how AARP Virginia is
working in your community, like us
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
aarpvirginia and follow @AARPVa
on X at www.X.com/aarpva.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported the following:

*William Isaac Hylton 32, of
Cana, was charged Feb. 2 with lar-
ceny. Senior Deputy M.R. Hodges
was the arresting officer.

*Ashely Robertson, 37, of Ararat,
was charged Feb. 2 with assault.
Inv. T. Jessup was the arresting
officer.

*Charles Nicholas Doss, 25, of
Ararat, was charged Feb. 2 with
fail to comply with terms of pretrial
services. Master Deputy M.T. Ror-
rer was the arresting officer.

*Vershonda Tamika Lewis, 39, of
Bassett, was charged Feb. 2 with
ID theft. Inv. F.M. Hubbard was
the arresting officer.

*Mason Wyatt Wasoki, 22, of Stu-
art, was charged Feb. 2 with one
count each drive while intoxicated,
1st offense; reckless driving and
drive revoked/suspended. Trooper
Luke J. D’Albero was the arresting
officer.

*David Anthony Clark, 41, of
Virginia Beach, was charged Feb.
3 with one count each drive while
intoxicated, 1st offense and abuse/
neglect child. Trooper J.A. Armes
was the arresting officer.

*Mason Wyatt Wasoski, 22, of
Stuart, was charged Feb. 3 with
one count each carnal knowledge
and indecent liberties.

*Sandra Michelle Hall, 29, of

Martinsville, was charged Feb. 3
with fail to appear. Senior Deputy
J.S. Kendrick was the arresting of-
ficer.

*DaRehyon Monte Rucker, 22,
of Martinsville, was charged Feb.
4 with obtain money by false pre-
tense. Henry County made the ar-
rest for Patrick County.

*Eunice Ray Melton, 85, of Cana,
was charged Feb. 5 with fail to ap-
pear. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Charle Thomas Cooper, 36, of
Ridgeway, was charged Feb. 5 with
unauthorized use of vehicle. Inv.
J.W. Kruse was the arresting offi-
cer.

*DaRehyon Monte Rucker, 22,
of Martinsville, was charged Feb.
5 with one count each forgery and
uttering. Henry County made the
arrest for Patrick County.

*Richard Clay Fitzgerald, 35,
of Patrick Springs, was charged
Feb. 5 with four counts violation
of protective order and one count
stalking. Inv. T. Jessup was the ar-
resting officer.

*Daniel Thomas Humphries, 29,
of Burlington, N.C., was charged
Feb. 8 with one count each disre-
gard law enforcement command,
reckless driving, and drive without
license endorsement. CMV. Senior
Trooper J.N. Mabe was the arrest-
ing officer.

Charlottesville pharmacies

to pay $1.

A Kroger Pharmacy and a Har-
ris Teeter Pharmacy in Charlottes-
ville have both agreed to pay the
United States a combined total of
$1.3 million to settle civil claims
that the stores violated the Con-
trolled Substances Act (CSA).

The claims resolved by the set-
tlement are allegations only and
there has been no determination of
liability.

“We have seen a record number
of Americans lose their lives in
recent years as a result of opioid
poisoning,” United States Attorney
Christopher R. Kavanaugh said.
“This epidemic remains ongoing,
and we know that many individu-
als struggling with addiction are
obtaining opioids and other addic-
tive drugs from pharmacies who
choose to look the other way. My
Office continues to work with the
DEA and others to hold account-
able any pharmacy or doctor who
illegally prescribes these highly
addictive and dangerous drugs.”

“Healthcare providers, including
pharmacies, have a vital responsi-

3 million

bility when it comes to dispensing
medications to meet the health
needs of their patients. Our goal is
to ensure that healthcare provid-
ers are equipped with the neces-
sary tools and knowledge to deliver
high-quality care to their patients,
while also preventing the diversion
and misuse of prescription drugs
for the safety and well-being of
our citizens,” said Jarod A. For-
get, Special Agent in Charge, DEA
Washington Division.

Specifically, the United States al-
leges the two pharmacies violated
the CSA at least 160 times between
February 2018 and April 2021 by
filling invalid prescriptions for
opioids and benzodiazepines that
were written by a physician clearly
acting outside the scope of his med-
ical practice, and pharmacists at
both locations should have known
this information and refused to fill
those illegal prescriptions.

Assistant U.S. Attorney dJustin
Lugar and the DEA Richmond Dis-
trict Office investigated the mat-
ter.
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Meet
adorable 7

and ready

Pets

These two red dogs
whose owner died are
in need of a home. They
are spayed and neu-
tered, well-mannered
and kennel trained.
They are ready to be
adopted today.
Rodney,

with an eye patch.
This doll is neutered

of the Week
T

home now.

Call the Patrick
County Public Ani-
mal Shelter (PCPAS)
at (276) 694-6259 for
more information,
or to view available
pets, visit the shelter’s
Facebook page. Adop-
tion fees are $10 and
include spay/neuter
and a rabies vaccina-
tion.

an
month old

for a new

Former corrections employee

pleads guilty

to smuggling

cell phone to inmate

A former Virginia Department
of Corrections (VADOC) employ-
ee pled guilty to smuggling a cell
phone to an inmate inside Haynes-
ville Correctional Center.

Erica Shaie Morrow, 32, received
a 3-year sentence with 3 years sus-
pended, including credit for time
spent in confinement while await-
ing trial. Additionally, Morrow
must show good behavior for a pe-
riod of five years under the terms of
her suspended sentence. Morrow’s
trial date was January 29 in Rich-
mond County Circuit Court.

The date of the offense was June
1, 2022. Cell phones are considered
contraband in VADOC facilities.
Those found to be in violation of law
which prohibits both inmates from

emaﬂus

possessing cell phones and people
without authorization from pro-
viding an inmate a cell phone are
guilty of a Class 6 felony.

“The Virginia Department of Cor-
rections is committed to preventing
the flow of contraband and drugs
into our facilities,” said VADOC Di-
rector Chad Dotson. “The safety and
security of our employees, inmates,
and supervisees is our top priori-
ty. Those who attempt to smuggle
items into our facilities will be held
accountable for their actions.”

The Virginia Department of Cor-
rections continues to monitor the
intake of contraband into its facil-
ities. If you have any information,
you can call anonymously to (540)
830-9280.

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NET
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School Staff

(cont. from page 1)

sion has received approximately
$8,925,000 in federal funds.

“We utilized about $1.1 million
a year” for the last three years on
average “for salaries, tutoring,
and employee bonuses” for those
who worked through the pandem-
ic, he said.

The rest of the $5.4 million was
used for capital improvement proj-
ects, like restroom renovations
at each school, buying cleaning
supplies and equipment, five new
buses and safer cars at schools to
transport students, learning loss
supplies, school painting and fur-
niture, metal storage buildings at
every school, school playgrounds
at each school, and other projects
and supplies.

There will be a smaller staff

Mobile Clinic

(cont. from page 1)

Patrick County,” she said. “We're
just looking to help people that
would like to be seen. We see ev-
erybody, insurance, no insurance,
Medicare, Medicaid, self-pay.”

Anthony encourages anyone
needing a medical provider or
to be seen to come to the mobile
healthcare unit.

The Virginia Harm Reduction

“because we will not have the
grant funds to maintain those po-
sitions” next year, Wood said.

Because the division only re-
ceives the Required Local Effort
(RLE) and Required Local Match
(RLM) from the county, Wood
said there are only a few posi-
tions the division would be able
to move into the general operat-
ing budget.

It doesn’t matter which calcula-
tion tool is used, “we’re going to
be unable to provide current level
services to our students because
we're losing these federal dol-
lars,” he said.

Wood said most of those slat-
ed to lose their jobs are teacher
assistants and some student suc-
cess coaches.

“If the locality gives us ad-
ditional dollars,” he said some
could be retained. “We’re looking
at other grants now for a behav-
ioral specialist to help with some
of the issues. We're looking for
other grant options to hire some
back, but I do not see a grant out
there to bring back $1.2 million in
our budget to keep the staff oper-
ating like it has been.”

Wood said the division is meet-
ing with schools next week to con-
sider enrollment and the number
of teachers each school needs.

Those in the grant-funded po-
sitions “knew that June 30 was
the last date for employment be-
cause that’s when the funds run

ut,” he said, adding the division
would love to be able to maintain

those levels of positions because
they have been a benefit and a
blessing to the students.

In other matters, the board:

*Recognized February as School
Board Appreciation Month.

*Recognized the week of Febru-
ary 12-16 as School Board Clerk
Appreciation Week.

*Heard the superintendent’s re-
port.

*Discussed the
budget.

*Approved the consent agenda.

*Approved the second reading
of the Face Mask Choice Policy.

*Approved the personnel list #1
as amended.

*Approved personnel lists 2-4.

*Approved religious exemptions
22.1-254.

FY2023-2024

Coalition West Piedmont was
also set up at the event.

Ariel Johnson, the director,
said the group works with those
who are actively using substanc-
es, or their friends and family, “to
help educate them, how to reduce
the harms of substance use such
as overdose, death, and disease
transmission.”

Johnson said Connect Health
provides medical care and prima-
ry care to individuals in margin-
alized communities, just like the
coalition does.

“So, as soon as I came up here,
I connected with them and they
were like ‘yep, please come on.”
Today, we're doing Narcan which
is an opioid antagonist, it helps

survive overdoses,” she said.

Johnson said there are also re-
source connections and referral
sheets available.

“Everything’s completely free,
we are a non-profit,” she said.

Johnson said the Coalition
plans to set up at the future Con-
nect Health mobile clinic days.

Lawmakers advance bill to teach high school
students how to reverse opioid overdose

By Alyssa Hutton

Capital News Service

Bills to help educate juveniles
and prevent fatal overdoses amid
the opioid epidemic have advanced
in the General Assembly.

The bipartisan measure Senate
Bill 726 was introduced by Sen.
Todd Pillion, R-Abingdon, and in-
corporates a similar measure from
Sen. Stella Pekarsky, D-Fairfax.

The bill, which passed unani-
mously through the Senate, re-
quires school boards to create a
program of instruction for grades
nine through 12 on opioid overdose
prevention and reversal.

This type of education would in-
clude how to identify an overdose
and how to administer medication
such as naloxone to reverse an opi-
oid overdose. Naloxone is the ge-
neric form of the brand name med-
icine Narcan.

A substitute for the bill advanced
from committee and removed the
requirement that such instruction
be completed by graduation. Bill
language now only recommends
that it be completed before gradu-
ation.

Public schools would be required
to have two doses of naloxone in
the school and develop training
protocols and policies for its use.

“While it is unfortunate that this
bill is needed, I appreciate the bi-
partisan support for SB 726 which
ensures our schools and state agen-
cies are working together to con-
front the reality of dangerous and
potentially life-threatening drugs
in our schools,” Pillion stated in an
email interview.

The bill states that the state

health and education depart-
ments will help develop policies
and guidelines by January next
year, with local school boards im-
plementing the guidelines by the
2026-2027 school year.

Del. Briana Sewell, D-Wood-
bridge, introduced House Bill 732
that requires all public schools to
have a two-dose supply of nalox-
one by the 2026-2027 school year.
At least one school nurse or other
employee must be trained in its ad-
ministration.

Public schools are currently al-
lowed to have a supply of naloxone
and train staff how to use it, but it
is not required.

Both bills include a “good faith”
section to keep any employee who
administers an opioid antidote,
even without prior training, from
any disciplinary action or civil or
criminal liability.

HB 732 also has bipartisan sup-
port and has been approved unani-
mously by education and appropri-
ation committees.

“This bill focuses on access and
training for the use of Nalox-
one in schools because these pro-
grams have been proven to prevent
deaths and be highly cost-effec-
tive,” Sewell stated in an email.

Sewell worked with several edu-
cation associations, including the
Virginia Association of Elementa-
ry School Principals, to vet the bill
and best address the challenges
schools are facing.

Emergency department visits for
unintentional opioid overdoses for
juveniles increased between 2018
and 2022, according to data from
the Virginia Department of Health.

Visits increased by al-

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Full Brake Service
e Tune Ups

« Tire Rotations

Replacement

a"ucewate'c

SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products

for Disc and Drum Brakes
» Replacement of Belts and Hoses

« Starter and Alternator

« Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

most 16% for the age
group of 14 and under.
There was an over 13%
increase for the 15-19
years old age group.
Fatal overdoses from

Narcan, which is used to reverse an opioid overdose, is available over the counter. Bills

to help educate juveniles and prevent fatal

overdoses amid the opioid epidemic have

advanced in the General Assembly. (Photo by Alyssa Hutton/VCU CNS.)

all opioids increased last year, ac-
cording to preliminary VDH data.
Opioids, specifically illicit fentan-
yl, have been the driving force be-
hind the large increases in fatal
overdoses since 2013.

At least 10 suspected overdos-
es occurred this school year in
Loudoun County public schools, ac-
cording to a November statement
from the superintendent. That
means 10 students received med-
ical treatment and four received
naloxone. Four students needed
naloxone the entire school year be-
fore.

There were 22 nonfatal juvenile
overdoses in Loudoun County last
year and almost all were fentan-
yl-related, an increase from 15
nonfatal overdoses the previous
year.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin issued an
executive order in response to the
school overdoses in Loudoun Coun-
ty, stating that parents should be
alerted about school overdoses
within 24 hours. Sen. Jennifer Car-
roll Foy, D-Woodbridge, introduced
Senate Bill 498 to codify this. It
passed
the Sen-
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ate unan-
imously
and heads
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to the House next.

Tiana Vazquez is the education
specialist for REVIVE!, the state’s
Opioid Overdose and Naloxone
Education program. The program
trains people to recognize and re-
spond to an opioid overdose. Pro-
grams like REVIVE! could train
school employees to administer
naloxone if HB 732 or SB 726 are
passed, something that Vazquez
supports.

REVIVE! training helps break
the stigma around opioids, Vazquez
said.

“Honestly, it can be anyone and
everyone and sometimes it’s just
accidental,” Vazquez said.

Training on opioid overdose pre-
vention is free and available to
anyone through REVIVE! Nalox-
one is available over the counter
without a prescription.

“This is just another medical
emergency,” Vazquez said about
an opioid overdose and the use of
naloxone. “We'’re just trying to pre-
pare in that way.”

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Robertson School of
Media and Culture. Students in the
program provide state government
coverage for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.
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FDA’s Foreign Drug
Inspection Program

I recently chaired a

hearing in the Over-
sight and Investiga-
tions Subcommittee
of the Energy and
Commerce Com-
mittee, in which we
examined the effec-
tiveness, and short-

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

comings, of the U.S.

Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s (FDA)
foreign drug inspection program.

Since 1955, the FDA has con-
ducted international inspections
on products regulated by the
agency to ensure foreign facil-
ities, laboratories, processing
sites, etc. comply with U.S. law.

As according to the FDA, Amer-
icans should have confidence
that products manufactured out-
side the U.S. meet the same safe-
ty and quality standards as those
manufactured domestically.

But, in the program’s current
state, this is far from the case.
In fact, the FDA’s lack of foreign
inspections is alarming, and its
consequences can be deadly.

The Subcommittee held a hear-
ing on this subject in December
2019 in which we discussed a
number of issues with the pro-
gram. For example, all of the
FDA’s foreign inspections were
pre-announced, giving foreign
facilities 10-12 weeks advanced
notification (U.S. facilities do not
get advanced notification). And
even with prior notification, the
FDA found deficiencies during
66% of foreign inspections, in-
cluding serious deficiencies in
16% of those inspections.

Unfortunately, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, challenges
with the program only increased.

From March 2020 through
February 2022, the program es-
sentially ceased functioning. For
example, from March to October
1, 2020, the agency performed
only three foreign inspections.
In 2018 and 2019, the agency
performed more than 600 inspec-
tions during that same time pe-
riod.

Additionally, pre-announced
in-person 1nspections were re-
placed by zoom calls.

Though zoom certainly has its
benefits, what do inspectors miss
when they aren’t on site to see
the interworking of how a facility
is being operated?

Over zoom they cannot see if a
rat skitters across the floor or if
documents are being destroyed
in a barrel out back.

Currently, I am most concerned
by the FDA’s lack of inspections
in India and China, as these two
countries comprise the majority
of foreign manufacturing sites of
generic drugs on the U.S. mar-
ket.

In a recent analysis of data by
ProPublica, it was shown that
the FDA only inspected three
percent of Indian manufacturers
in 2022, while in 2019 they in-
spected 45 percent.

As I mentioned above, this can
lead to deadly consequences, as
was seen in 2023, not with drugs
but with eyedrops. Eyedrops pro-
duced in a plant in Tamil, India
infected 81 people in the U.S.

with a rare strain of extensive-
ly drug-resistant P. aeruginosa;
three died and eight were blind-
ed. The plant in which they were
manufactured never received an
inspection from the FDA.

With more and more of our
drugs being made oversees, this
lack of FDA oversight is unac-
ceptable.

There have also been recurrent
reports of data destruction and
falsification by Indian and Chi-
nese manufacturers, which is ex-
tremely alarming.

The FDA attributes its chal-
lenges, specifically its low inspec-
tions rates, to not having enough
investigators within the agency.

One idea I mentioned during
our hearing, to help alleviate
this problem, is to have prelimi-
nary inspectors within the agen-
cy, someone who might not meet
the educational or training stan-
dards of a full-fledged inspector,
but who can at least go into fa-
cilities and do cleanliness inspec-
tions.

These preliminary inspectors
can be people who have just grad-
uated college or those who have
a desire to see different parts of
the world. They can be paid a
low-cost stipend while helping
Americans receive safe medi-
cines. After a few weeks’ train-
ing they can begin preliminary
inspections of foreign drug man-
ufacturing sites. They can then
report on how clean a facility is
and whether they saw anything
that looked amiss. This will give
the FDA information to prioritize
full inspections, as a facility that
doesn’t have clean bathrooms
and floors likely has other issues
on the processing line.

Regular reviews by Congress
on the current state and effec-
tiveness of the foreign drug in-
spection program are essential
to ensuring work is being done
to improve the program, espe-
cially given the setbacks from
COVID-19. I was very disap-
pointed that the FDA did not
send a witness to testify during
our most recent hearing, as Con-
gress, and Americans, should
hear directly from the agency on
what steps they are taking to im-
prove the program.

I will continue to provide over-
sight over the program and plan
to have more hearings on the sub-
ject. If the FDA proves unwilling
to work with the Subcommittee,
I will move to other means with-
in the Subcommittee’s power to
ensure they cooperate.

If you have questions, concerns,
or comments, call my Abing-
don office at (276) 525-1405, my
Christiansburg office at (540)
381-5671, or via email at https://
morgangriffith.house.gov/.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bidens Iran de-escalation,
green new deal and Ukraine

(Fox, Cato Institute, VOA, CNN,
Newsweek, Washington Post, CBS
News)

Iran:

Top Iran experts in the U.S. and in
Israel are warning President Biden
that his administration’s strategy of
de-escalation and containment tar-
geting the world’s worst state-spon-
sor of terrorism — the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran has failed.

Alarming reports about Iran mov-
ing at an astonishingly fast pace
to possess a nuclear weapon have
emerged since last month. The
Trump administration listed the
Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Or-
ganization. However, after Biden
entered the White House, he quickly
delisted the Houthis as a terrorist
entity in February 2021

Biden’s policy has been to bribe
Iran not to advance its nuclear pro-
gram through non-enforcement of
sanctions. Iran advanced its nuclear
program anyway and pocketed the
extra revenue from oil sales to in-
crease funding to its terror proxies.
Remember the pallets of cash from
Obama and the more than $80 bil-
lion in o1l exports under Biden’s Iran
sanctions rollback.

Green New Deal:

If the U.S. had a robust fossil fuel
industry like we had under Trump,
Europe would not need Putin for en-
ergy. The U. S. could supply all the
energy that Europe needed. Biden,
a puppet of the progressives tried
to destroy the U.S. fossil fuel indus-
try because of the Green New Deal,
which allowed Putin to sell millions
of dollars to Europe when the U.S.
could have done it. You do not de-
stroy your energy infrastructure un-
til you have another one to take its
place.

Ukraine:

Ukraine was part of the Soviet
Union but declared itself an inde-
pendent country in December 1991.

Russia. His ability to sell oil to Eu-
rope when he invaded Ukraine gave
him the ability to cut off those in Eu-
rope who opposed him.

So far, Congress has approved
about $113 billion in aid to Ukraine,
according to the U.S State Depart-
ment and the Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget.

But what is the money used for:

+ weapons and ammunition

 military support

* money to combat human traffick-
ing.

+ food, energy, and health services
for the Ukrainian people

* support for small and medium
sized businesses

* natural gas purchases by Ukraine

+ embassy security, diplomatic sup-
port

* narcotics control/law enforcement

programs

rebuilding of Ukraine’s infrastruc-

ture

+ payment for government salaries,
meet pension obligations.

* maintain hospitals and schools.

The Biden administration and its
allies in the news media convenient-
ly ignored the ugly aspects of the
“democratic” revolution that put Zel-
ensky in power. Although there were
genuine democrats in the demon-
strations, there were also armed
ultranationalist and even outright
fascist elements, which played cru-
cial roles.

Concerns over aid to Ukraine
boil down to oversight. Ukraine is a
young democracy with a history of
corruption. According to Transpar-
ency International, it’s ranked the
second most corrupt country in Eu-
rope. Only Russia scores lower.

Ukraine is not a blossoming Amer-
ican-style democracy. In truth, it
bears a much greater resemblance
to the pseudo-democratic systems of
Russia, Hungary, and Turkey.

Pray for our country.

But Putin still refers to Ukraine as William Salser,
Russian that rightfully belongs to Stuart
God or Man?

In the February 7 edition of the
Enterprise, a reader responded to
a previous letter of mine in which
I had asked the question “If God is
not our moral compass, then what
is?” The reader answered the ques-
tion by first defining morality us-
ing the Oxford Dictionary, which
he indicated defines morality as
a system of values, rules, or prin-
ciples by which we judge actions
as good or bad, right or wrong. He
made note that “God” is not part
of Oxford’s definition of morality
and later stated that “our civiliza-
tion requires morality — one cannot
murder because each person has
equal rights which cannot be in-
fringed upon.”

In his response to my question, I
believe the reader pointed toward
the very heart of the issue my ques-
tion was meant to raise. I think he is
absolutely correct that civilization
requires morality, and I don’t think
many would disagree with that.
But I believe the Oxford definition
cited by the reader and his answer
miss the most important attribute
of morality: its source. If morality
is a set of values or rules by which
society judges something as “good”
or “bad,” where do those rules and
values in turn originate? They have
to derive from somewhere. My con-
tention is that they have to origi-
nate from one of two sources, either
humanity or an authority apart
from humanity. If mankind is the
ultimate source of the values upon
which the rules and principles that
govern society are founded, then

morality becomes a matter of con-
sensus; that is, the majority deter-
mines what is good or evil, right or
wrong, lawful or unlawful in every
case. If mankind, rather than God,
is the source of morality, who is to
say one person’s concept of what is
good or evil is more correct than an-
other’s? In a society in which what
is right and wrong is simply what a
majority of people agree upon rather
than what an authority higher than
us says 1s right and wrong, then
there is no reason murder could not
eventually be accepted as moral.
That is an extreme example, to be
sure, but the principle holds true if
something greater than man is not
the arbiter of right and wrong. In-
deed, Nazi ideology held that Jews
and other peoples were sub-human,
and therefore, to the Nazis, it was
not immoral to murder them. The
reader mentioned that each per-
son has equal rights that cannot
be infringed, which is consistent
with murder being wrong. But from
where does an individual derive his
or her rights? Are rights granted
by or agreed upon by society, or are
they from God? If rights come from
men instead of God, then man can
take them away if he can secure
enough votes.

The question with which I ended
my last letter in essence remains.
Who ultimately determines what is
right and wrong, good and evil? Is it
God, or is it man? I believe life and
death hinge on the answer.

David Robinette Jr.,

Patrick Springs

If you enjoyed the recent
columns by Ben Williams and
Holly Kozelsky, they are
available weekly in the Henry
County Enterprise

Get your print or digital
subscription today by calling
{276) 694-3101 or visiting
henrycountyenterprise.com
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Patrick Pioneers

Eliphaz and Nancy Anne Asher j

Shelton

By Beverly Belcher Woody

For the past three weeks, we have
been looking at the Welsh emigrant,
George Taylor and some of his de-
scendants. I have not been able to
find out why the little community
first known as Patrick Courthouse
was officially named Taylorsville
(later Stuart) after George Taylor.
George Taylor served in the Rev-
olutionary War, but so did many
others, including Captain Eliphaz
Shelton.

No offense to the Taylors, but I
always thought it should have been
named Sheltonville or something
to that effect, because on July 11,
1791, Captain Eliphaz Shelton exe-
cuted a performance bond in penal-
ty of 200 pounds (British currency)
binding him to convey 18 acres of
land to the county for a county seat.
On October 10, 1791, he deeded this
land to the county. It was located
near the center of his 590-acre land
grant. The Patrick County court-
house has stood on this land for two
hundred years at the head of Main
Street. The Shelton home and fami-
ly cemetery were located at the bot-
tom of Main Street.

On July 21, 1763, Ralph Shelton,
Sr. sold his land in Amelia Coun-
ty, and with his wife, Susannah
Mary Daniel, and family, he moved
west to Halifax County (that area
now being Patrick County). There,
he purchased 400 acres of land on
the South Mayo River from Josi-
ah Leake in 1771. Ralph Sr. had
three sons: Eliphaz, dJeremiah,
and James. Eliphaz Shelton took
the oath of allegiance and was ap-
pointed Captain in 1779. Jeremiah
furnished supplies to the county
militia and James was appointed
Captain in 1777.

Colonel Abram Penn was sum-
moned to the aid of General Nathan-
iel Greene at the Battle of Guilford
Courthouse during March 1781.
With him marched Captain Elip-
haz Shelton and his men. Because
of this battle, the British supplies
ran so low that it led to the surren-
der of the British at Yorktown. On
February 28, 1784, Eliphaz Shelton
received a land grant of 590 acres
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Eliphaz Shelton Plat donated by James Martin.

from Governor Benjamin Harrison
for payment of services during the
Revolutionary War. This land bor-
dered his father’s land on the north
and his brother James’ land on the
west.

The progenitor Ralph Shelton
died March 1789 and was buried
beside his wife, Susannah Mary in
the Shelton cemetery at the foot of
Main Street. Ralph had lived to see
his land included in three counties
- Halifax, Pittsylvania, and Henry.
Two years later, this same land was
in the newly formed county of Pat-
rick.

Eliphaz and his wife, Nancy Ann
raised ten children at the home at
the foot of Main Street. Next week,
we will look at each of the known
Shelton children; four sons and six
daughters. There are so many de-
scendants of Eliphaz and Nancy
Shelton still living in Patrick Coun-
ty, Gilberts; Newmans; Nowlins;
Fitzgeralds; Fulchers; Shorts; Ed-
wards; Coopers; Laymans; and the
list goes on and on.

On March 13th, 1826, the fol-
lowing obituary appeared in “The
Lynchburg Virginian” The original
newspaper is held by Jones Memo-
rial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia,
which is located on the second floor
of the Lynchburg Public Library.

DrAWixG OF TRE TowN OF STUART,
CounTy SEAT oF Fatrick CounTy, VA.

By
JamEs H. MarTIN
May 18, 1965

“At his residence near Taylors-
ville, in the county of Patrick on
the 16th ult. after a protracted and
lingering illness, Captain Eliphaz
Shelton, passed away in the 86th
year of his age. The deceased de-
fended bravely the liberties of his
country during the revolutionary
war and at the period the excitable
Tories so much disturbed the coun-
try, he shouldered his musket, and
marching in the van, made every
possible effort and exertion, both
in bravery and skill, to immolate
them. Patriotism and an ardent de-
votion to the cause of his country
were the first principles of his char-
acter. He who writes this last trib-
ute of respect to Captain Shelton
knew him well and he knows that
in the various characters of hus-
band, father, master, and neighbor,
no one was more indulgent, kind
and hospitable. A very large circle
of relatives are remaining to grieve
his dissolution.”

In the 1970’s, a plat of survey
was given to the Col. Abram Penn
Chapter of Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution that showed the 18
acres of land given for the site of the
courthouse and the town. The Elip-
haz Shelton home and family ceme-
tery are clearly marked on the sur-
vey too. These plats had been given

to the chapter by a descendant of
Eliphaz, James H. Martin, of Blue-
field, W. Va. The Colonel Abram
Penn DAR chapter voted to donate
the plats to the Patrick County His-
torical Society and Museum.

Here is the dilemma...I can’t seem
to locate the actual Eliphaz Shelton
cemetery. On page 303 of Tomb-
stone Inscriptions of Patrick Coun-
ty, Virginia, published in 1984, Mr.
0O.E. Pilson states the following:

“Eliphaz Shelton Cemetery, lo-
cated at the foot of Main Street
in Stuart. Except for a few crude
field stones markers with no in-
scriptions, there i1s nothing now
left of this cemetery. According to
Mr. W.R. Shelton, Jr. of Columbus,
Ohio, a descendant, the following
are buried here: Ralph & Susannah
Shelton, parents of Captain Eliphaz
Shelton; Captain Eliphaz Shelton,
and wife, Ann; Archibald Shelton
and wife, Rhoda; Archibald was the
son of Eliphaz; Hannah Shelton,
oldest child of Eliphaz & Ann; Pea-
ny Shelton Sharp, daughter of Elip-
haz and Ann; Sally Shelton Nowlin,
daughter of Eliphaz & Ann; Freder-
ick Shelton, son of Eliphaz & Ann.
There may be others. The remain-
ing undisturbed graves are proba-
bly those of the Shelton slaves.”

If Mr. Pilson saw undisturbed
graves and crude field stone mark-
ers in the 1980’s, where did they
go? Ann McConnell is Regent of the
Colonel Abram Penn chapter of the
DAR, and I'm the Regent of the Pat-
rick Henry Chapter; our chapters
would love to honor this heroic man
who fought so bravely for the Revo-
lution and gave the town of Stuart
its’ start. We would especially love
to honor the enslaved Africans bur-
ied there.

If anyone can help us locate the
cemetery, it would be greatly appre-
ciated. Thank you to Joshua Martin,
Ron Martin, and Shirlien Belcher
for providing invaluable research
assistance in helping try to find re-
cords for the cemetery. Next week,
we will look at the known children
of Eliphaz and Ann Shelton.

Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreekl@gmail.com or (276)
692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National
Social Security Advisor at the
AMAC Foundation, the non-prof-
it arm of the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens

Ask Rusty - How is my So-
cial Security Benefit Calcu-
lated?

Dear Rusty: 1 appreciate
your recent article dispelling the
myth that politicians have sto-
len Social Security money. As a
CPA, I dispel this myth repeat-
edly to clients who falsely claim
SS funds have been raided. But
another thing I deal with often is
how SS benefits are calculated. I
know the formula for determin-
ing each person’s benefit amount
1s complex, but I have had to ex-
plain numerous times that those
who put the most into Social Se-
curity get the lowest rate of re-
turn and those who put the least
in get the highest return based
on the way the benefit formula is
structured. I get tired of people
complaining that monthly So-
cial Security payments are high-
er for retired doctors and other
highly paid individuals. Can you
please explain how Social Secu-
rity is weighted in favor of lower
income workers? Signed: Tired
of the Misunderstandings

Dear Tired: Please don’t be
frustrated. Because of the pro-
gram’s complexity, Social Securi-
ty 1s prone to misunderstanding,
and educating the misinformed
1s an 1mportant professional
duty we share. Here’s how each
person’s SS benefit is deter-
mined:

The first thing to know is that
each person’s SS retirement
benefit is not based on their fi-
nancial contributions to the pro-

gram. Social Security’s purpose
is to provide a benefit which re-
places a portion of the person’s
pre-retirement income, so the SS
benefit is based on actual life-
time earnings, not on the payroll
taxes withheld from those earn-
ings.

Social Security has your life-
time earnings record (obtained
annually from the IRS) and
that record determines your
“primary insurance amount”
or “PIA.” Your “PIA” is initially
determined in your -eligibility
year (usually age 62) and is the
amount you will get if you claim
for benefits to start exactly at
your full retirement age (FRA).

To develop your PIA, Social Se-
curity first adjusts (indexes) each
year of your lifetime earnings (up
to the annual payroll tax cap) to
account for inflation. They then
select the 35 inflation-adjusted
years in which you earned the
most, from which they compute
your average monthly earnings
over your lifetime (this 1s called
your Average Indexed Monthly
Earnings, or “AIME”). They then
break your AIME into three seg-
ments, the first of which includes
a majority of - and possibly all of
- your AIME. They then take a
percentage of each segment and
total those three amounts to de-
termine your PIA. The first seg-
ment is the largest and 90% of
that first segment contributes
most of your PIA. Smaller per-
centages of the other two seg-
ments (32% and 15% respective-
ly if your AIME is higher), are
then added to the first computa-
tion to arrive at your full PIA -
the amount you get if you start
benefits in the month you reach

your FRA. Note that since most
of the PIA comes from the first
large segment of each person’s
AIME, lower income workers get
a higher percentage of their life-
time average monthly amount.
Since benefits are based on
earnings, those with lower life-
time earnings do, indeed, get a
smaller benefit than those with
higher average lifetime earnings,
but the percentage of pre-retire-
ment replacement income lower
income workers receive is high-
er than for those with higher
monthly average lifetime earn-
ings. The Social Security ben-
efit for lower income workers
is typically about 40% of their
pre-retirement average month-
ly income, while those with
higher lifetime average earn-
ings may get a benefit as little
as 20% of their average month-
ly pre-retirement earnings. In
that sense, the Social Security
benefit formula is progressive
and weighted in favor of lower
income workers. Nevertheless,
albeit a smaller replacement
percentage, higher income work-
ers receive a higher monthly SS
benefit because of their higher
lifetime earnings. Even so, those

Social Security Matters =

higher earners did, indeed, con-
tribute more payroll taxes from
their higher earnings.

So, each person’s SS retire-
ment benefit amount i1s a per-
centage of their pre-retirement
income. Coincidently, those with
higher pre-retirement income
also contributed more to the So-
cial Security program than did
those with lower earnings. But
their higher SS benefit amount
1s based on their higher pre-re-
tirement earnings, not on pay-
roll taxes paid from those higher
earnings.

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any
other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our web-
site  (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Following are the mar-
riage licenses issued in
December, according to re-
cords in the Patrick Coun-
ty Circuit Court Clerk’s
office:

Marriage Licenses

Dewayne Knotts - Kim-
berly Jefferson

Randy Bowman - Tam-
my Spencer

David King - Kimberly
Dickens
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Cougars win big on senior night

—

Cougar seniors Stuart Callahan and Nate Large were honored in a pre-game ceremony.

By Pat Delaney

The Patrick County High Boys
varsity basketball team got off to
a fast start against district oppo-
nent James River on February 5,
and never trailed in a 69-40 win
on senior night for the Cougars.

Back on January 20, at James
River, the Cougars got off to a slow
start and could not overcome the
early deficit.

“I told the kids before we came
out tonight that we had to get off
to a much better start and play
with energy and passion,” said
Cougar Head Coach Brian Chit-
wood, “and I thought our kids did.”

The Cougars came out strong,
hitting a three-point shot to open
the scoring, taking a lead they
would never relinquish. In the
first quarter, the Cougars went on
6-0 and 7-0 runs, building a ten
point, 15-5 lead heading into the
second quarter.

Patrick County played tight
team defense throughout, allow-
ing few open shots for the visiting
Knights. “We played physical, con-
trolled the boards and we ran the
floor, and that creates easy buck-
ets,” Chitwood said of the Cougars’
defensive effort.

Starting the second half lead-

Gavin Fain drives past the James River
defenders.

ing 30-13, the Cougars didn’t let
up. They went on 12-2 run to ex-
tend their lead, highlighted by a
Tyler Marshall slam dunk off a
James River turnover, bringing
the Cougar fans to their feet. Pat-
rick County took a 52-24 lead in
the final quarter, where solid de-
fense and hustle cemented the 69-
40 win.

After being honored in a pre-
game ceremony, Cougar seniors
Stuart Callahan and Nate Large
had impressive performances
during the game. Callahan led
the Cougars with 10 points and
5 rebounds, with Large adding 9

Easton Harris fires up a three-point shot.

points.

Of his seniors, coach Chitwood
said he was “very pleased and
proud of those kids,” adding they
are, “top notch guys.”

Chitwood was also proud of the
way the team played for their se-
nior teammates. “We talked about
that in the locker room. Let’s go
out and give them the effort we
would want our guys to give us.
Real pleased with the effort that
we gave tonight. Good win.”

Noah Jessup finished the game
with 8 points, 4 assists and 3
steals. Easton Harris and Ben
Sutphin each chipped in 8 points.

Fishing Team members
earn recogmtwn

Several members of the Patrick
County High School Fishing Team
recently earned spots on the 2022-
2023 John Crews All-Academic
Team.

Eli Wood, Jonah Shockley, Hunt-
er Heath, Evan Havens, and Tripp
Thompson were among those to
earn awards (pictured), as were
Devin Walker, Jake Caine, Caleb
Hostetter, Lacey Sutphin, Evan
Wood and Jacob Spencer (not pic-
tured).

To earn this award, anglers must
earn a GPA of 3.0 or higher at the
end of the school year.

The awards were presented at the
Angler’s Choice Open House and
John Crews was one of the guest
speakers and presented the tro-

phies to the students. John Crews
is a Professional Bass Angler on the |-

Bassmaster Elite and owner of Mis-
sile Baits.

Coach Hylton Scott, Jonah Shockley
John Crews.

Coach HyIton Scott, Hunter Heath and John
Crews.
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Coach Hylton Scott, W|II Heath Chace Handy and John Crews. (Photo by Sandra Heath)

Heath, Handy earns

awards for

Patrick County High School
Fishing Team members Will

| Heath and Chace Handy were

among those to receive the

, John Crews All Elite Team last

season. To earn this award, an-
glers must place in the Top 10
of all Southern division teams
at the end of the 2022-2023
season. Also receiving this
award, but not pictured, are

last season

Jake Caine and Devin Walker.

The two were presented
awards at the Angler’s Choice
Open House and John Crews
was one of the guest speakers
and presented the trophies to
the students along with Coach
Hylton Scott. John Crews is
a Professional Bass Angler on
the Bassmaster Elite and own-
er of Missile Baits.

VISIT US ONLINE

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Broke vs Poor

By Bryan Golden

There is an enormous difference
between someone who is broke and
someone who considers themselves
poor. Being broke refers to a cur-
rent financial situation. Poor, how-
ever, 1s a state of mind.

The person who is broke can rec-
tify their circumstances by improv-
ing their finances. As a solution,
they seek to change their strategy
in a way to improve their finances.
There are countless examples of an
individual losing all of their money
and then making it all back. Even
wealthy people have gone through
this cycle.

Walt Disney didn’t give up after
he filed for bankruptcy in 1920. A
few years later, in 1928, he found-
ed a new company and created
Mickey Mouse.

Henry Ford didn’t give up after
his first company failed and went
bankrupt. He got right back up and
started a second company. Howev-
er, his second company also went
broke. Undaunted, he launched
FORD in 1903.

Rowland H. Macy failed at four
attempts to open successful retail
stores. His fifth venture was open-
ing a store in Manhattan in 1858.
This one did well, with sales of
$85,000 in the first year.

These are but three of numerous
examples of people who have lost
everything but never considered
themselves poor. They were deter-
mined to continue until success-
ful. They didn’t waste one second
making excuses. They devoted all
of their time and energy to turning
their situation around.

The poor person has a self-im-
age of poverty. They believe their
financial situation is a result of
forces beyond their control. They
use poverty as an excuse to justify
their circumstances.

Anyone may experience tough fi-
nancial times. What you do when
there, and where you go next, are
the determining factors that make
all the difference. Should you view
yourself as a victim who doesn’t
have control over their circum-
stances, you prevent yourself from
taking corrective action.

Broke vs. poor illustrates the con-

trast between circumstances and
attitude. Although circumstanc-
es do fluctuate, it’s your response
which determines the future. Ac-
tion changes circumstances but at-
titude controls action. So, it’s atti-
tude which differentiates between
someone who is broke and someone
who 1s poor.

An attitude of “woe 1s me” leads
to passivity. With this outlook, no
action is taken because there is no
point. This approach to life is char-
acteristic of a victim mentality.
Victims passively wait for things
to get better. They passively wait
for adversity to pass.

Victims blame other people or
circumstances for their fate. They
don’t believe they have any con-
trol over what happens to them.
Where they are is a result of what
has been done to them. The targets
they blame include family, friends,
the economy, their job, their boss,
bad luck, the government, or even
strangers.

A person who thinks of them self
as poor has a victim mentality. If
they receive guidance from any-
one successful, they have limitless
excuses as to why they can’t suc-
ceed. A poor person will also claim
to have tried numerous strategies,
none of which worked for them.

A broke person can’t wait to do
whatever 1s necessary to improve
their finances. These people know
their situation is temporary. They
are constantly looking for ideas
and inspiration. They study suc-
cessful people to learn how they
have done things. A broke person
does whatever is necessary to turn
their situation around.

If you ever find yourself in an
adverse situation, remember that
the outcome is based on your out-
look. Taking the “poor” approach
leaves you passively hoping and
waiting for things to get better.
Utilizing the “broke” strategy gets
you in gear to take whatever action
is needed to improve your circum-
stances.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to
Live Without Limits.” Contact Bry-
an at Bryan@columnist.com or vis-
it www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.
com Copyright 2024 Bryan Golden.

Grant period for specialty
Crops now open

The Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services
(VDACS) anticipates adminis-
tering nearly $550,000 in USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service
Specialty Crop Block Grant fund-
Ing to increase the competitive-
ness of Virginia specialty crops.
Agricultural associations, indus-
try and producer groups, locali-
ties, community-based organiza-
tions, educational institutions,
and non-profits are eligible for
this grant opportunity. Eligible
groups must submit proposals for
grants of up to $75,000 per project
by 5 p.m. on March 11. Individual
producers are not eligible for this
grant.

Specialty crops are fruits, veg-
etables, tree nuts, dried fruits,
and nursery crops, including flo-
riculture, that are not typically
covered by traditional crop insur-
ance. Specialty crops do not in-
clude standard commodities such
as corn, wheat, soybeans, pea-
nuts, cotton or tobacco. Processed
foods are eligible, provided their
development enhances the com-
petitiveness of one or more spe-
cialty crops.

Specialty crop competitive grant
proposals must be specific and ex-
plain how an association, indus-
try group or organization will use
the funds to enhance the compet-
itiveness of specialty crops. Some
examples include research, pro-
motion and marketing plans, as
well as food safety projects and
projects that improve food access.

In awarding USDA Specialty
Crop Block Grant funds, VDACS
will give priority to projects that
have the sole purpose of enhanc-

ing the competitiveness of special-
ty crops as they pertain to the fol-
lowing issues:

- Enhancing food safety.

- Improving the capacity of all
entities in the specialty crop dis-
tribution chain to comply with the
requirements of the Food Safety
Modernization Act and in cost-
share arrangements for finding
audits of such systems, including
USDA GroupGAP, for small farm-
ers, packers, and processors.

- Investing in specialty crop re-
search, including research to fo-
cus on conservation and environ-
mental outcomes.

- Developing new and improved
seed varieties and specialty crops.

- Improving pest and disease
control.

- Increasing child and adult nu-
trition knowledge and consump-
tion of specialty crops.

- Improving efficiency and re-
ducing costs of distribution sys-
tems.

- Enhancing sustainability.

Guidelines, instructions, and the
application for the USDA Special-
ty Crop Competitive Grants are
available at www.vdacs.virgin-
ia.gov/sales-specialty-crop-com-
petitive-grant-program.shtml,
via e-mail to Janelle Otieno at
janelle.otieno@vdacs.virginia.gov,
or by mailing VDACS, Specialty
Crop Block Grant Application,
102 Governor Street, Richmond,
VA 23219.

Applications received after 5
p.m. on Monday, March 11 will
not be considered for funding.
The duration of each grant is two
years, and the grant period will
begin Oct. 1.
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Jackson Horton shoots from three-point Stuart Callahan puts up a shot in the paint.
range.

Varsity basketball
team falls to Floyd

By Pat Delaney

The Cougar varsity basketball
team fell to the Floyd County Buf-
faloes in a Three Rivers District
game, 76-54 on February 9. It was
a game that, for much of the time,
felt closer than it was.

“The scoreboard was not indic-
ative of the effort our kids gave,”
Cougar head coach Brian Chitwood
said following the game.

Both teams played solid defen-
sively to open the game, which was
tied at six with 3:30 to go in the
first quarter. A combination of the
Buffaloes’ full-court press defense
and firing up three pointers helped
them go on a 10-2 run to finish the
quarter with a 16-8 lead.

The Cougars showed they could
break Buffaloes pressing defense
in the second quarter, but missed
free throws held them back. While
the teams each put up 14 points in
the quarter, Patrick County could
not chip away at the eight point
deficit.

The Buffaloes started the second
half with a 9-2 run to extend their
lead to 13 points with 5:30 to go in
the third quarter. Patrick County
answered with a 7-0 run of their
own, powered by stellar defensive
play. The momentum the Cougars
had picked up went away just as
fast when the referee waved off a
three-pointer for traveling.

“I can’t help but think if the call
goes a different way midway in the
third period, if that three point-
er counts, it’s a five point game.
It stayed eight and we never got

closer,” said Coach Chitwood, add-
ing, “we’ve got to live with the call
that’s made.”

The Buffaloes took advantage,
outscoring the Cougars 19-9 the
rest of the quarter, including a last
second three-pointer, to extend
their lead to 16, at 58-42.

The Buffaloes continued the full
court pressure in the final quarter,
not allowing the Cougars to string
together enough points to close the
gap. Floyd County held on for the
76-54 win.

Leading the way for the Cougars
was senior Stuart Callahan, who’s
play in the paint led to several put-
back buckets off missed shots. He
finished the game with 16 points on
8-0f-9 shootings, and 9 rebounds.
“He doesn’t understand the talent,
the athlete that he 1s,” said Coach
Chitwood of Callahan. “He’s a very
gifted athlete.”

Easton Harris had 10 points,
including three 3-pointers, Came-
on Collins added 9 points and 3
assists, and Noah Jessup finished
with 8 points and 4 assists.

Despite the final score, Coach
Chitwood liked the effort his team
gave while pointing out areas for
improvement.

“We're still a work in progress.
We’re very young, but we've got
to shoot the ball better from the
free throw line. You can’t give
good teams advantages like that,”
he said. “That’s (Floyd County) a
really good basketball team. I'm
proud of our effort. Our kids played
hard.”
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On the morning of
February 9th 2024,
God peacefully and
quietly called Sis-
ter Carrie Hill to her
heavenly home. Sis-
ter Carrie was born
on July 17, 1924 in
Mount Airy, North
Carolina to the late Jo-
seph and Ida France.
She attended school in
Mount Airy and Pat-
rick County, Virginia.
She was united in holy
matrimony to the late
George W. Hill, Jr. To
this union seven chil-
dren were born (Gary,
Larry, Carolyn, Roger,
Janet, Shelby and Re-
genia). In addition to
her husband and par-
ents, she was preceded
in death by two sisters
and eight brothers.

Sister Carrie joined
Hylton  Thessalonia
Primitive Baptist
Church in 1975 and
was a mother of the
church. She loved her
church and church
family, she was a
faithful member and
rarely missed a Sun-
day service until re-
cent years due to fail-
ing health. She was
a wonderful wife and
mother. She never met
a stranger and always
welcomed anyone who
happened to show up
at dinner time. She
also served as an un-
official “grandma” to
a number of children
in the community that
she cared for while

Carrie Hill

their parents worked.

Sister Carrie was
also a lover of cats
and dogs. In her life-
time, she cared for
many pets including
Sam, Tiger, Bruno and
King. They all preced-
ed her in death and
was waiting for her on
the rainbow bridge as
she crossed over.

Mom’s favorite color
was pink and favor-
ite flower was tulips.
She had an affinity
for sweets and loved
pancakes for break-
fast. Spending time
outside, she found joy
in tending to her flow-
ers and maintaining
her yard. Even as she
aged, she insisted on
mowing her own lawn;
she liked walking be-
hind her self-propelled
mower for exercise.

She leaves to cher-
ish her memory
and mourn her loss
three sons, Gary Hill
(Elaine), Stuart, VA,
Larry Hill, Birming-
ham, AL; Roger Hill
(Rita), Durham, NC;
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four daughters, Caro-
lyn Anderson (Dale),
Wilmington, DE; Jan-
et Ebron, Williams-
burg, VA; Shelby
Hill-McCray (Henry),
Durham, NC; Rege-
nia Hill, Richmond,
VA; Daughter-in-law,
Hill, Stuart,
VA; Sons-in-law, Jerry
Ebron, Bowie, MD and
Stanley Jones, Freder-
icksburg, VA; Sisters-
in-law, Shirley Redd,
Martinsville, VA; Bet-
ty Gaither, Stuart,
VA; Juanita Hairston,
Stuart, VA; one un-
cle, Randall Straugh-
ter France, Westfield,
NC; one aunt, Nannie
Sanders, Cleveland,
OH; eighteen grand-
children, numerous
great grandchildren,
great-great grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews,
and a host of other rel-
atives and friends.

Funeral services for
Sister Carrie will be
held Saturday, Feb-
ruary 17, 2024, at
12:00 P.M. at Moody
Funeral Home in Stu-
art with Elder Manu-
el Jessup officiating.
Burial will follow in
the Hylton Thessalo-
nian Primitive Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.
The family will receive
friends one hour prior
to the service at the
funeral home. Online
condolences may be
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Local VA250 Committee
seeking information on local
Revolutionary ancestors

With

during
Ameri- the Revo-
ca’s 250th lutionary
birthday War. The
coming up | PATRICK COUNTY commit-
in 2026, A’ tee has
raick VIRGINIAZSSS | bocied
County is AMERICAN REVOLUTION the  list
preparing on their
for the cel- Facebook
ebration. page. It
The Pat- can be ac-

rick County VA250 Commemoration
Committee is planning events to
celebrate both America and Patrick
County’s history to take place over
the next two years, leading up to
America’s 250th birthday on July 4,

2026.

One project undertaken by the
committee is looking at local res-
idents who took part in the Revo-
lutionary War. Part of that effort
includes seeking current Patrick
County residents who have ancestors
who served, and would like to share
the story of their service in the Conti-

nental Army or Militia.

Thanks to the Daughters of the

American Revolution,

VA250 Committee has posted a list of
soldiers from Henry County (which
included current day Patrick County)
who served under Col. Abram Penn

fall.
The
encourages

the local
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appreciate the confidence you have

shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Pete Campbell, Manager
Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

cessed at www.facebook.com/people/
Patrick-County-VA250-Commemo-
ration-Committee/61552995174610/.
The committee welcomes those with
ancestors on the list to comment with
any information they may have on
the soldiers

In addition, the State VA250 Com-
mission is also seeking compelling
modern photographs of significant
sites relating to the Revolutionary
War for use in interpretive exhibits,
including a mobile museum that will
travel across Virginia beginning this

Virginia 250 Commission

“submissions from in-

dividuals with diverse perspectives
and artistic approaches.” To submit,
please send your images electronical-
ly to John Hennessy at jhennessy@
va250.virginia.gov by Feb. 29.

Dwight “Allen” Flippin

Dwight “Allen”
Flippin, 59, of Claud-
ville, VA, passed
away unexpectedly
on February 4, 2024.
Allen was born on
March 28, 1964, the
youngest of four chil-
dren, to the late Rob-
ert Clyde and Beulah
“Boots” Allen Flip-
pin. Allen grew up
in the close commu-
nity of Asbury, NC,
where he was blessed
to be surrounded and
loved by his aunts,
uncles, and lots of
cousins. He worked
alongside his parents
and siblings on their
farm.

Allen enjoyed
hunting, fishing, and
helping cook ham
and eggs for the 4th
of July Breakfast
Celebration, and
roasting hotdogs by
The Dan River. Sun
Drop and ketchup
were at every gath-
ering because they
were his favorites!

Thomas Lusk, Jr.,
86, of Martinsville,
VA passed away Feb-
ruary 8, 2024. He was
born March 9, 1937,
to the late James T.
Lusk, Sr., and Irene
Arnold Lusk. He was
also preceded in death
by his wife of 62 years,
Trevis E. Lusk and a
sister, Barbara L. Tut-
tle.

He is survived by
his son, dJames T.
Lusk, III; two broth-
ers, Maynard E. Lusk,
and Joseph E. Lusk.
He 1s also survived
by many nieces and
nephews, who he loves

very much.
Jim graduated from
Martinsville High

School in 1956. He was
an honored veteran
of the United States
Army serving as a MP.
He worked 29 years at
E.I. DuPont and had a
construction company

He was known for
being generous with
the bounty of his
garden and would of-
ten share vegetables
and canned goods
with his neighbors,
friends, and family.

Allen graduated
from North Stokes
High School and at-
tended Surry Com-
munity College,
where he was certi-
fied as a professional
welder. He worked in
this field for many
years and he 1s cur-
rently employed by
Stuart Concrete.

He was preceded in
death by his parents
and oldest brother,
Robert Earl Flippin.
He is survived by his
brother, Gary (Phyl-
lis) Flippin; and his
“Sis,” Sharon (Lar-
ry) Stone. Allen was
“Papa” to Gavin, had
many special nieces
and nephews, and
had a faithful friend,
Sam. He was dear-

Thomas Lusk, Jr.

with his son J. He was
a big sports enthusi-
ast attending many
high school and col-
lege games including
the ACC tournament
in spring of 2023. He
and Trevis traveled
extensively until her
health intervened.
Visitation will be
held from 12:30 noon
to 2:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 16, 2024, at
Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Martinsville
Chapel. The funeral

ly loved by all of us
and his Savior, who
was with him all the
way. We will miss
you “Little Bro.” Al-
len recently sent
this encouraging text
message to a family
member saying, “Life
isn’t easy, but God is
always there.”

A  memorial ser-
vice will be held at
Asbury Pentecostal

Holiness Church in
Westfield, NC, on
Sunday, February

11th, at 3:00 pm. The
family will receive
friends from 2:00 pm
until 3:00 pm at the
church.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial contribu-
tions may be made
to Asbury PHC Cem-
etery Fund, c/o Fay
Williams, 1386 Flip-
pin  Road, Mount
Airy, NC 27030.

Online condolenc-
es may be made at
www.moodyfuneral-
seervices.com.

service will be held at
2:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 16, 2024,
with Rev. Eric Winn
officiating at Nor-
ris Funeral Services.
Burial will follow the
service at Roselawn
Burial Park.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Inc. and Crema-
tory, Martinsville, VA
is serving the Lusk
family. Online condo-
lences may be made
at www.norrisfuneral.
com.

Judith “Judy” Ann Sanborn

Judith “Judy” Ann
Sanborn, 88, of Stu-
art, VA passed away
on February 11, 2024
at her home. She
was born on January
29, 1936 to the late

Marvin Evans and
Gertude Leidinger &
Evans. In addition

to her parents, she
is preceded in death
by her husband,
Robert Sanborn, one
son, Brad Sanborn
and one sister, Jean
Johns.

She was a member
of Stuart Church of
Living Waters, she
was secretary for the

town of Bloomfield,
CT. She worked at
Patrick County Blood
Banks, involved 1in
Bull Mountain Arts
and Weavers Ex-
change. Her past time
was with Reynolds
Homestead and she
was one of the first
Master Gardeners.

orris

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

T Y F3e

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

She is survived by
her daughter, Tami
Jackson of Stuart,
VA, two sons, Scott
Sanborn of Stuart,
VA, Mark Sanborn of
Florida, two brothers,
Jack Johns of New
Hampshire , dJerry
Johns of Florida, five
grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren.

All services will be
private.

Norris Funeral

Services in Stuart is
serving the Sanborn
family

Online condolences
may be made at www.
norrisfuneral.com.
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Frustrations: a part of life

By Van Yandell

2 Timothy: 16-17 “All scripture
is given by inspiration of God,
and 1s profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”

In a conversation with a man
at a mission, he stated he did not
believe the Bible was the word of
any god. I asked him, “what about
it do you reject?” His answer sent
me into a state of skepticism,
“Well T don’t know exactly; I've
never read it.”

If I could name the frustration
at the top of my list, it would defi-
nitely be the people that say they
do not believe the Bible but don’t
have a clue what it contains.

Is it fair to judge someone or
something without all the facts?
Of course not! In the legal system
of most countries, a trial for an al-
leged perpetrator of a crime is to
uncover the evidence for guilt or
non-guilt.

Why cannot this fairness (or
the appearance thereof) be ap-
plied to God’s word? All I've ever
asked when speaking to a group,
especially when I know that
some (or many) in attendance are
non-Christian, is to consider the
evidence and be fair and reason-
able in deciding what you believe.

Many believe the Bible is a su-
pernatural document, written by
men, inspired by God, the Creator
of the universe and all things in
it. There are volumes of evidence
to indicate this is true if people
would simply consider the infor-
mation.

Many times when we think
of the false prophets and false
teachers, we think of other re-
ligions that have no (or very lit-
tle) substance. Many are simply
opinions of men and contain no
supernatural quality. It is easy
for someone not knowledgeable
of the Holy Bible’s authoritative
structure to deny it as such.

Another type of false prophet/
teacher is the one that believes
nothing concerning the spiritual
realm. In a sense, they are more
dangerous than the one that
claims to be a prophet from some
god that does not exist.

These believers in their own su-
per powers that are not verifiable,
except by silver-tongued rhetoric,
have led many to a life separated
from their Creator.

Romans 6: 23 “For the wag-
es of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” While there is
disagreement among Christians
as to what “wages of sin is death”
specifically means, one thing we
can be assured of is that it means
eternal separation from God.

If our existence is eternal, why
do some ignore or refute the ob-
vious. If I'm riding a motorcy-
cle on a road at a speed of sixty
miles per hour and I see a brick
wall in the middle of the road, do
you think I’'m going to run into it
headlong? Do I need to answer
that question?

With the finding of the Dead
Sea Scrolls in 1947, we have ab-
solute conclusive evidence the
Bible is an ancient writing. It
was not written yesterday.

The Holy Bible contains many
facts and threads of evidence
leading us to the decision it has
to be of a supernatural origin. For
example, Job 26: 7 “He stretch-
es out the north over the empty
place, and hangs the earth upon
nothing.”

The Book of Job was written
over 2600 years ago. Men thought
the earth was flat and all the
stars, sun, moon, and other plan-
ets revolved around a stationary
earth until the 1500’s A.D.

In 1543, Nicolaus Copernicus
detailed his theory of the Uni-
verse in which the Earth, along
with the other planets, rotated

around the Sun. He, at first, was
considered a radical and even a
lunatic. Then aided by the power
of telescopes, his theory was ver-
ified.

Galileo Galilei and other as-
tronomers first used telescopes
to view the heavens around 1600
thus verifying the movement of
the planets.

Aristotle, around 310 BCE came
to believe the earth was round by
observing the shadow of the earth
on a quarter moon. The shadow
was an arc (part of a perfect cir-
cle) thus indicating a spherical
planet.

Isaiah 40: 22 “It is he that sits
upon the circle of the earth, and
the inhabitants thereof are as
grasshoppers; that stretches out
the heavens as a curtain, and
spreads them out as a tent to
dwell in.”

This is another example of the
many scriptures of “beyond earth”
examples in the Bible. “The circle
of the earth” is a certain indica-
tion of a round earth. Isaiah ob-
served humans as “grasshoppers”
and the heavens as a curtain for
us. We now know this is absolute
truth. Doubters of the Bible are
sometimes science aficionados al-
though the two, verify each other.

Jeremiah 33: 22a “As the host
of heaven cannot be numbered,
neither the sand of the sea mea-
sured.” Astronomers are now
numbering the galaxies in the bil-
lions and the stars in the trillions.
That’s just too many to count. It
seems as though Jeremiah and
God were right after all.

Examples are too numerous to
list. The evidence of the supernat-
ural, divine nature of the Bible is
overwhelming but people must
consider it.

Skeptics and doubters will al-
ways be among us. Those that
are too stubborn to consider the
facts and turn their heads away
from the obvious will continue
to be blinded and mislead their
victims. Yes, the followers of the
false prophets are victims be-
cause this consideration has eter-
nal consequences.

The examples of information
in the Holy Bible that verify it
as divine (from God) are many.
Predictions/prophesies that have
happened or are happening now
are mind boggling when one con-
siders the age of the source.

The last words that Jesus said
before ascending were “But ye
shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Ju-
daea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth”
(Acts 1: 8).

Since these were the last words
Jesus said to His disciples while
on earth, they are of extreme im-
portance. Those words are not a
suggestion but a mandate of tre-
mendous importance.

We are seeing our world literal-
ly fall apart morally because hu-
manity has drifted away from the
teachings of God. While we are
consumed with entertainment,
addictions and other self-de-
structive interests, the purveyors
of such attitudes are becoming
wealthy. Riches are finite, eterni-
ty is infinite.

Please pay attention, see the
big picture and share this infor-
mation with others. The Bible
contains its own proof of validity
if we will be fair and reasonable
in accepting or rejecting it.

There is no point in being ar-
rogant or overpowering in shar-
ing (1 Peter 3: 15). Tell someone
about the only eternal salvation,
which 1s a faith based belief in
Christ Jesus crucified for the re-
mission of sin and resurrected.

Van Yandell is a retired Indus-
trial Arts teacher, an ordained
gospel evangelist and commis-
sioned missionary. His email:
vmy2121@outlook.com.

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

5. Where does one find the
phrase “God is love”? Gene-
sis, Nehemiah, Hebrews, 1
John

6. From Hebrews 13:4,
what 1s honorable in all?
Love, Trust, Marriage, Wor-
ship

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2)
Truth, 3) Sins, 4) Song of
Solomon, 5) 1 John (4:8, 16),
6) Marriage

Comments? More Trivia?
Gift ideas? Visit www.Triv-
iaGuy.com.

(¢) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

1. Is the book of Valentin
(KJV) in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. From 1 John 3:18, “Let
us not love in word or talk
but in deed and in ...”? Hope,
Abundance, Touch, Truth

3. In Proverbs 10:12, “Ha-
tred stirreth up strifes, but
love covereth all ...”? Sins,
Beings, Creation, Enemies

4. Which Old Testament
book reads like a love story?
Ruth, Daniel, Habakkuk,
Song of Solomon
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Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wed. Night - Aduh Bible Study 7-00
“Bethe Change™ Youth Night 6:30-8-00 pm

Dur Aiosion: Lowe God Mo, Leve poopic morns,
and SOMVD DUV COMmUNKY Mo wih o gognol of Chnis™

Bringing the World to Christ
#:45 Sunday Schaal

108 W, Blue Ridge 5, _,-_':_Jﬂf‘;,_
A 1 11:00 Warship Service

76 ERA- AT L‘:"
“wm:ﬂ:l.wltm'ge'ﬁj }:‘\.I.Eﬁnﬂrh..rthpﬂ.ltmg
(Risen Jord
(Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am
Worship Services 11am

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness
|2&0 Spring Rd., Pairick Springs, VA - 276-604-8357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiry:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

7
‘/ %A SATURDAY SERVICES:

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Come visit our Bible-believing church

e

dJoin the

Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today

FOURTH-ESTATE

Super Crossword —ramasv
ACROSS 52 Minecraft and 100 Impulsive 9 Lure for 42 — Moines 77 Higher
1 Not quite StarCratt, desire insect 44 Bob of ground?
first-rate eg. 101 lllusionist extermination choreography 78 “You wish!”
7 “Patience — 55 Riddle, part 3 Geller 10 The earthas 49 Tahitian 79 Condé —
virtue” 60 Brief promos 102 Like planted a goddess skirts 80 User-edited
10 Cartankful 61 Triceps' place ~ seeds 11 Cut — 50 Package website
13 Collie of TV~ 62 Pop’s Celine 104 Riddle’s (dance) delivery co. 81 Rescue
19 Cattle farm of 63 See 58-Down answer 12 Pago Pago 51 Carpentry squad VIP
the West 66 Bullfighter 113 Enter very people material 82 “— di-dahl”
20 Trumpet blast 67 Riddle, part 4 quickly 13 “Meteor” for some 83 False story
22 Singer and 70Putanew 114 Novelist actor Martin cabinets 88 Projecting
actor Frankie front on, as a Caldwell 14 1972 Billy 52 Chi follower curves on
23 When it's building 115 Common Wilder 53 Spicy saddles
12:00 p.m. 72 Unbroken gauge for comedy film Spanish pork 89 By the day
24 Element #3 73 Recognized toy trains 15 Long, sausage 90 Huffington of
25 Japanese city 75 With 116 “Despite involved story 54 Taxonomic HuffPost
that hosted 59-Down, that ...” 16 Shut loudly subdivisions 91 So to speak
the 1998 brand of 117 Gets smaller 17 Actress Skye 56 Become lively 93 Wise-acting
Olympics frozen 118 “Happy Days” of “Stranded” 57 Cheer yell 94 Thick-skinned
26 Start of a potatoes actress Ross 18 Grammy 58 With critters
riddle 76 Famously 119 Bunks on winner Brian 63-Across, 95 Day, in Chile
29 Japanese feisty fish ships 21 “—the forthe time 96 Studly guys
buckwheat 77 Riddle, part 5 120 Mil. ranker breaks!” being 97 Abbr. on a
noodle 81 Oval shape 121 Gym pad 27 Former 59 See bad check
30 Dr. Seuss’ 84 Dejected 122 Hole to Egypt-Syr. 75-Across 98End a
Sam- — 85 “Who am receive a alliance 63 Oven used to vacation
31 Amo, — judge?”’ lace 28 Texter's “‘Holy ~ bakenaan 103 Mother-of-
amas, — 86 Secret writing smokes!” 64 Spiny pearl
32 “Addams 87 Postal DOWN 32 “Let mel” anteater 104 Surfing need
Family” pieces 1 Bird’s crop 33 Bases-loaded 65 Most unkind 105 Cake finisher
cousin 88 Detectives 2 Trellis strip situation 67 Conservation 106 Holy Week's
35 Riddle, part 2 like TV’s 3 “Noelle” star 34 Lightweight org. with a time
43 Faint smell Magnum, Kendrick kitchen pandalogo 107 Eldest of the
45 Foldout bed for short 4 Glasgow utensils 68 Pooch’s yap Brady boys
46 Co-workers 89 Karachi’s natives 36 Peak 69 Big blue 108 Helper: Abbr.
of MDs nation: Abbr. 5 Grandstander 37 Chicago body 109 For fear that
47 Stalactite site 91 Very long 6 Chimpanzee daily, in brief 71 Genre of 110 Half a
48 Florence’s time petiods variety 38 Global: Abbr. many sitcoms train track
river 92 End of the 7“—have 39 Mark for life 74 Wide shoe 111 — gin fizz
49 Total amount riddle to wait” 40 Easter meat spec 112 Camp shelter
51 “Scram!” 99 Disloyal type ~ 8 Got married 41 Adam’s mate 76 Mining shaft 113 Yank’s rival
1 2 |13 |4 |5 |6 7 I8 |9 10 |11 12 13 |14 (15 |16 |17 [18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25
26

Puzzle answers page 12

“passssal syBu |y Ou| ‘@1edIpuAg seunjea Buny 2020




10 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, February 14, 2024

CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-
3913 or 276-340-7786.
Email at kendrickpaving@
gmail.com
Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and striping.
42 years experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-8786
(cell) Email: ckendrick@
embargmail.com or
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRYX, INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field reclamation,
ATV & walking trails,
hunting lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates. Call
276-229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling &
repairs, carpentry, roofing,
siding, painting, fencing,
tree work & more! Contact
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or

757-621-5219.

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL
GARDEN. LOCATION:
LEFT CENTER MAIN
SECTION. INCLUDES TWO
$1300 VAULTS, CURRENT
MEMORIAL GARDENS
SALE PRICE, $2600. MSG /
CALL - 346-620-0211

Wilderness -

Health Education
Coordinator — will plan,
administer and coordinate
evidence-based health
education programs,
at community sites, for
older adults in a four
county/two city service
area. Training will be
provided. Requires
excellent organization,
time management and
communication skills.
Ability to plan, develop
and coordinate services.
Experience in volunteer
recruitment and retention
is preferred. Ability to
keep track of and follow
through on a variety of
details. Bachelor’s degree
in human services social
work or related field is
preferred. At least two
years’ experience in a
health or human service
setting, that required
extensive contact with the
public, is preferred. Must
be proficient in Microsoft
Office Products. Criminal
background check is
required. Position is
40 hours per week,
with health insurance
benefits. Submit resume
to Southern Area Agency
on Aging, 204 Cleveland
Avenue, Martinsville, VA
24112 by 2/26/24. SAAA
is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action
Employer.

Care Coordination
Assistant — Full time
with benefits. Non-
profit organization is
seeking individual who
will serve as the initial
and primary contact for
callers and visitors who
are seeking information
about resources in
the community and/or
application for services for
older adults. Will provide
front-line communication,
referral, information and
assistance services for
older individuals and
others seeking help.
Strong skills in human
relations; and excellent oral
and written communication
skills are essential.
Proficient computer skills
are required. Degree in
a human services field or
comparable experience
is preferred. Criminal
background check is
required. Send resume
to Southern Area Agency

Stuart, Inc.

Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432
I

THINKING ABOUT SELLING

YOUR HOME?

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

21521 JEB STUART HWY
STUART, VA 24171

LINDSEY PUCKETT

LPUCKETT@FOURRIVERSVA.COM
276-732-6544
LINDSEYPUCKETT.COM

on Aging, 204 Cleveland
Avenue, Martinsville, VA
24112 by 2/26/24. Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative
Action employer.

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outag-

es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator.
$0 Money Down + Low

Monthly Payment Options.
Request a FREE Quote.
Call now before the next

power outage: 1-844-947-

1479

Replace your roof with

When Family or Friends Need Care,
Choose the Best

the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel
from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-

ited Time Offer — up to 50%

off installation + Additional

10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st re-

sponders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-

tection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior &amp;
Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as
$149/month! BCI Bath

& Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials
&amp; professional instal-

lation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Limit-
ed Time Offer - FREE vir-
tual in-home consultation

VPS Virginia Press
Services

now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

PETS
Use the patented Flea-
Beacon® to control fleas
in the home without toxic
chemicals or costly exter-
minators. Results over-
night. Results overnight. At
Northwest Ace Hardware
& Southern States stores.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. https://hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with

the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information

kit! Call 888-608-4974

SUBSCRIBE

to gain unlimited digital access to
‘The Enterprise

lmm

Only $2.50 a [

month!

=l pLUS 14 local
B papers in
your region!

N R

www.theenterprise.net

Injury

¢Home Health Care Services
4+ Nursing Services
¢ Social Work Services

4 Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

4 Discase Management
Programs

# Caring Staff to Help with
Recovery from an Illness or

) Now Open, §
. Call today for ) '
| services! |

Liberty opens the door for patients to recover from
injury, illness or accident, in the comfort of their
home. Treatment at home supports improved
results for patients , while creating peace of mind
for caregivers. Our Staff, compassionate with their
care, matched by experience and training, help
patients and their caregivers with approaches that

avoid a return to the hospital.

& Liberty

797 Woodland Drive, Suite 103

Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 694-4424

HomeCare

Caring about independence

VPS Virginia Press
Services

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-

grams incl. Medicaid,

SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline,
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today!
1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Are you
looking to
sell or buy

a home or
property in
VAor NC?

Country
Homes,
Farms, Land,
Mountain &
Waterfront
Property

Broker in Virginia
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646
or email

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full
listings at
www.uclambertrealty.com

United

Q0 ountry

Real Estate

Lambert
Realty

Broker, Johnny Lambert

NEW LOCATION

Now located at

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

&)

gﬁﬂf &
2% &

a2l d

Johnny Lambert ~ Donald Lewis
276-952-5502 276-692-5442

A1
XN

Shane Vernon April Turman Webb
276-229-6093 276-733-3575
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Small Business Center Hosts
Free Webinars in February

SCC’s Small Business Cen-
ter will be hosting a series of
live and interactive webinars
in February. The webinars
take place from 6 to 8 p.m. You
can register for them at surry.
edu/sbe.

webinar covers Finding the
Perfect Product — How to Find
Merchandise to Sell Online
and will be hosted on Free-
ConferenceeCall.com. In this
fast-paced class, you will learn

The How to Start a Small
Business webinar will be host-
ed on Zoom on Feb. 20. The
webinar will cover the basics
of starting a business and
will take you from idea to op-
portunity. You will learn key
strategies for start-up, financ-
ing and marketing, as well as
important information about
legal issues, licensing, zoning,

"= SMALL BUSINESS CENTER

SURRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

secrets to sourcing merchan-
dise to sell online in many dif-
ferent ways and learn secrets
of supply and demand. You
will also learn how to research
products to find the best-sell-
ing items.

SCC will also work in con-
junction with the N.C. Depart-
ment of Revenue to host addi-
tional webinars in February.
Topics for those webinars in-

operations and more. The we-
binar will help you to realize
the importance of a self-assess-
ment and how to evaluate the
feasibility of your business idea. You can also dis-
cover the resources available to help you start and
successfully operate your business.

The next webinar covers Website Building 101
and will be hosted on Zoom on Feb. 26. If you are
a small business owner or individual who wants to
take your business to the next level by creating a
web presence, then this beginning web design class
is right for you. This seminar can help you quickly
and efficiently design a website for your business
with little technical knowledge. Don’t continue to
lose valuable clients because you lack a web pres-
ence. A website can be a valuable marketing tool
that your business cannot continue to do without.
This seminar will share various resources available
to help you quickly build a web site in a short period
of time.

On Feb. 27, there will be a Airbnb Hosting 101:
A Beginner’s Masterclass Part One webinar host-
ed on Zoom. This course is designed for beginners
who want to start their Airbnb hosting journey on
the right foot and create a listing with maximum
earning potential in mind. Whether you are a home-
owner with a spare room, an investor with multi-

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PATRICK COUNTY
COMMISSIONER OF HIGHWAYS, )
Petitioner, )
V. ) ORDER OF PUBLICATION
JAMES T. SEAGLE, PAMELA D. ) Project 0058-070-E18, R201
SEAGLE, SANDRA M. MAHONY, ) UPC: 17536, Parcel 148
SAMUEL DAVID MARTIN, JR., MARY) (Tax Map No. None Assigned)
ELIZABETH MARTIN CLEMENT, ) and Parcel 186 (Tax Map No.
ELLAMARIE M. SMITH A/K/AELLA) None Assigned)
MARIE SMITH, UNKNOWN ) Case No. CL24000047-00
OWNERS, as Their Interests May )
Appear, One parcel of land containing )
7,384 square feet, more or less, land )
in fee, and all improvements and )
appurtenances thereon, designated )
Parcel 148, being acquired in its )
entirety, and One parcel of land )
containing 644 square feet, more or )
less, land in fee, and all )
)
)
)

improvements and appurtenances
thereon, designated Parcel 186,
being acquired in its entirety,
Respondents.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to an order entered on the 31st day of January, 2024, this
notice is hereby given:

In this proceeding, the petitioner seeks to acquire by condemnation
one parcel of land containing 7,384 square feet, more or less, land in
fee, and one parcel of land containing 644 square feet, more or less,
land in fee, and all improvements and appurtenances thereon, from
two parcels of land (Parcel 148 and 186) situated in Stuart, Virginia,
for the uses and purposes of the petitioner for the construction, recon-
struction, alteration, improvement, maintenance, and repair of Route
58, for a project known as State Highway Project No. 0058-070-E18,
R-201, in Patrick County, Virginia, all of which uses and purposes
are described more particularly in the petition and exhibits attached
thereto on file in the office of the Clerk of this Court, to which petition
and exhibits reference is hereby made for a full and accurate descrip-
tion thereof; and the petitioner further asks the Court to ascertain, or to
appoint commissioners or to empanel a jury to ascertain, just compen-
sation to the owners of any estate or interest in the property to be taken
or affected as a result of the taking and use thereof by the petitioner.

For such purposes, the petitioner will apply to the Court, sitting
at the Patrick County Courthouse, 101 W. Blue Ridge Street, Stuart,
VA 24171, on the 25th day of April, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as the petitioner may be heard, for the Court to ascertain, or
to appoint commissioners or to empanel a jury to ascertain, and report
just compensation as aforesaid.

And it appearing by affidavits filed according to law that all owners
of Parcels 148 and 186 at the time the petitioner acquired the aforesaid
property interests cannot be found, that all living heirs at law of any
deceased owner cannot be found, and that due diligence has been used
by and on behalf of the petitioner to locate all owners or all living heirs
at law of any deceased owner of Parcels 148 and 186 without effect,
the Court does hereby ORDER that:

1. Any owner of Parcels 148 and 186 shall appear within ten days
after due publication of this order in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court of Patrick County, Virginia, and do what is necessary to protect
their interests; and

2. If any owner or heir at law of any deceased owner desires to
assert any objection or defense to the taking or damaging of Parcels
148 and 186 or to the jurisdiction of the Court to hear the case and to
proceed with a jury, commission, or bench trial, such person shall file
an answer designating the property in which that person claims to be
interested, stating the grounds of any objection or defense to the taking
of the property or to the jurisdiction of the Court to hear the case, and
asking the Court to proceed with a jury, commission, or bench trial for
the determination of just compensation. Should any such person fail to
file an answer as hereinabove provided, such failure shall not preclude
the person from appearing on the date set for the jury, commission, or
bench trial or from presenting evidence as to valuation and damage
or from sharing in the award of just compensation according to that
person’s interest therein or otherwise protecting that person’s rights,
but such failure shall preclude such person from any other defense by
way of pleas in bar, abatement, or otherwise.

An extract, Teste:

) farte
/ Clerk

Lori J. Bentley (VSB No. 40063)
Brian J. Brydges (VSB No. 43883)
Johnson, Ayers & Matthews, P.L.C.
310 First Street, S.W., Suite 700
Roanoke, VA 24011
P.O. Box 2200
Roanoke, VA 24009
Ph: (540) 767-2000
Fx: (540) 982-1552
Ibentley(@jamlaw.net
bbrydges@jamlaw.net

Counsel for Petitioner

SCC’s Small Business Center will be hosting many webinars throughout February. The Small Business
Center also offers confidential business counseling, networking and referral sources, business resources
and publications, workshops and computer classes, and much more to assist small business owners

ple listings, or have a desire to become a co-host or
property manager, the skills you will learn in this
course are applicable and practical. The part two of
this webinar will be hosted on Zoom on February
29. By the end of the course, you will have a deeper
understanding of the key principles that underpin
successful Airbnb hosting, and you will have the
confidence to apply these principles in your own list-
ing. You will be able to create an attractive and wel-
coming space, provide excellent customer service,
and build a reputation as a top-rated host on Airbnb.

There will be two other webinars hosted on Feb-
ruary 29. The first webinar, hosted on Zoom, covers
Desktop QuickBooks. You will learn how to get the
most out of this feature-rich software installed di-
rectly on your computer and increase your produc-
tivity and reduce tax-related mistakes. The other

clude Business Tax Essentials
for the Small Business Owner;
Sales and Use Tax Workshop
for the Small Business Owner;
Sales and Use Tax for Nonprofit Entities; Online
Seller for the Small Business Owner; Business Tax
Essentials for the Small Business Owner; Individu-
al Income Tax Basics; Federal and State W-4/NC-4;
Sales and Use Tax Workshop for the Small Business
Owner; and Withholding Tax Basics for the Small
Business Owner.

SCC’s Small Business Center also offers confiden-
tial business counseling, networking and referral
sources, business resources and publications, work-
shops and computer classes, and much more to as-
sist small business owners.

For additional information on the webinars or
SCC’s Small Business Center, contact Mark Hard-
en by email hardenm@surry.edu or phone 336-386-
3685.

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 20 at 6:00 p.m. at the
Patrick & Henry Community College building located at 212 Wood
Brothers Drive in Stuart, Virginia, to discuss the Moscato Solar Com-
prehensive Plan Conformance. The hearing will begin directly follow-
ing the cell tower public hearing at the Patrick & Henry Community
College building located at 212 Wood Brothers Drive in Stuart, Virgin-
ia. Action will be taken at the meeting. If you would like to review the
Moscato Solar Comprehensive Plan Conformance, you may do so at
the Tax Mapping office located on the 2nd floor of the Patrick County
Administration Building located at 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, VA.
If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements,
please contact the Tax Mapping office at 276-694-4624.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing, Tuesday, February 20 at 6:00 p.m. at the
Patrick & Henry Community College building located at 212 Wood
Brothers Drive in Stuart, Virginia, to discuss the Milestone Towers Cell
Tower at Patrick County High School. The hearing will begin at 6:00
p.m. at the Patrick & Henry Community College building located at
212 Wood Brothers Drive in Stuart, Virginia. Action will be taken at
the meeting. If you would like to review the Milestone Towers Cell
Tower plan, you may do so at the Tax Mapping office located on the
2nd floor of the Patrick County Administration Building located at 106

Rucker Street, Stuart, VA.

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements,

please contact the Tax Mapping office at 276-694-4624.

LEGAL

LEGAL

FOR PUBLIC NOTICE:

The Town of Stuart will hold a Budget Committee meeting on Thurs-
day, February 15, 2024 at 5:00 PM in the Stuart Town Office, located
at 100 Patrick Avenue. The Stuart Budget Committee will discuss the
Town’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2025. Those that are interested in pro-
viding comment to the Budget Committee, but are unable to attend,
please contact Bryce Simmons, Town Manager by phone at (276) 694-
3811 or by email at bryce.simmons@stuartva.org.

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
101 WEST BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171
DALTON BRADLEY BUTLER v. DALTON BRADLEY VANNOY
The object of this suit is to:

CHANGE THE NAME OF MINOR CHILD

It is ORDERED that WILLIAM BUTLER (FATHER)

appear at the above-named court and protect her interests on or before

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 % %{ ) g
/M émm F,nﬂ,p:qt(;!m [ /ezz s

Case No. CL24000022-00

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 6
p.m. at the (Stuart Site) Patrick & Henry Community College in the
Community Room.

The purpose of this hearing is to approve Milestone Towers’ request
to install a cell tower to be located at the Patrick County High School.

Anyone wishing to view the proposed Milestone Towers cell tower
application may do so at the Tax Mapping office, Suite 215 located in
the Patrick County Veterans Memorial Building.

Authorized by: Patrick County Planning Commission

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 6
p.m. at the (Stuart Site) Patrick & Henry Community College in the
Community Room.

The purpose of this hearing is to adopt the Comprehensive Plan
Conformance Review Application with Moscato Solar, LLC.

Anyone wishing to view the Comprehensive Plan Conformance
Review Application may do so at the Tax Mapping office, Suite 215
located in the Patrick County Veterans Memorial Building.

Authorized by: Patrick County Planning Commission

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SALE
60 Yahweh Lane, Patrick Springs, VA 24133
By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated February 6, 2009 and recorded

ABC NOTICE
Food Country USA of Stuart Inc.
trading as FOOD COUNTRY

at Instrument Number 090000364 .in the Clerk’s Office for the Patrick County Virginia Circuit Court,
Virginia, securing a loan which was originally $78,876.00. The appointed SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, Com-
monwealth Trustees, LLC will offer for sale at public auction at the front steps of the Circuit Court for
Patrick County located at 101 W Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.
February 27, 2024 at 11 AM
improved real property, with an abbreviated legal description of the following described property, to wit:
LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS ALL THAT CERTAIN
PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF PATRICK, AND STATE OF VIRGINIA AND BE-
ING DESCRIBED IN A DEED DATED 05/30/1996 AND RECORDED 05/30/1996 IN BOOK 314
PAGE 110 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF THE COUNTY AND STATE SET FORTH ABOVE,
AND REFERENCED AS FOLLOWS:
ALL THOSE TWO (2) CERTAIN LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND SITUATED ON THE SOUTH-
EAST MARGIN OF ACCESS ROADWAY OFF STATE ROAD 721, MAYO RIVER DISTRICT,
PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS PARCEL “B”, CON-
TAINING 1.0805 ACRES, AND PARCEL “B-17, CONTAINING 0.6918 ACRE, AS SHOWN ON
PLAT OF SURVEY FOR PAUL J. DONLEY AND RUTH M. DONLEY. BY LARRY RAKES, LLS,
DATED FEBRUARY 18, 1991, REVISED MAY 24, 1996, SAID PLAT TO BE RECORDED HERE-
WITH AND PARCEL “B” BEING THE SAME LAND CONVEYED GRANTORS, BY JAMES
RICHARD REYNOLDS, ET ALS, BY DEED BEARING EVEN DATE AND TO BE RECORDED
CONTEMPORANEOUSLY HEREWITH AND PARCEL “B-1”, BEING THE SAME LAND CON-
VEYED GRANTORS, BY JANICE MARIE R. WALLER, BY DEED BEARING EVEN DATE AND
TO BE RECORDED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY HEREWITH REFERENCE TO SAID MAP AND
DEEDS IS HERE MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND HEREBY
CONVEYED.
AND as more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way, and all
other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of Trust to be announced at the time of sale. A deposit
of $20,000 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time of sale, in the form of
certified check, cashier’s check or money order by the purchaser. The balance of the purchase price, with in-
terest at the rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date said funds are received
in the office of the SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale. In the event of
default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and expenses
of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee. All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges,
whether incurred prior to or after the sale, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the pur-
chaser. In the event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to
be adjusted from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Purchaser agrees to pay the seller’s attorneys at
settlement, a fee of $470.00 for review of the settlement documents.
Additional terms will be announced at the time of sale and the successful bidder will be required to exe-
cute and deliver to the Substitute Trustees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of bidding.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT Rosenberg & Associates, LLC

(Attorney for the Secured Party)

4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814

301-907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

USA STUART, 301D South
Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for
a Virginia ABC license, conve-
nience grocery store, to sell or
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Don Henderson, President
Food Country USA

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

VISIT US ONLINE
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Meetings

Wednesday, Feb. 21
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m.
in the Town Office.

Monday, March 11

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Thursday, March 14

The Patrick County School Board will meet
at 5:30 p.m. in the School Board Administra-
tion Building.

Events

Wednesday, Feb. 14

Ash Wednesday Service, 7 p.m. at Stuart
Church of Living Water, 101 East Blue Ridge
Street, Stuart. Everyone welcome.

The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-
tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m.
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., in Ararat starting at
8:30 a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at
5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 15

The Patrick County Republican Committee
will meet at 6 p.m. in the Motorsports Hall of
Fame Auditorium, at the end of Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College (P&HCC) Stuart site.

Friday, Feb. 16

The Woolwine community food pantry will be
at the Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department
from 3-4:30 p.m.

Fairy Stone State Park will hold a Moonshine
Hollow Hike starting at 10 a.m. at the Visitor’s
Center.

Fairy Stone State Park will hold a Fayerdale
Missing Town Hike at 2:30 p.m. at Shelter 4.

Saturday, Feb. 17

Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will
hold a Country Breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m.
Dine-in prices are $10 for an adult plate and
$5 for a child plate. All take out plates are $10
each. To call in an order, call (276) 930-2113.

The Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness
Church will hold a Silent Auction to raise funds
for its food ministry from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the church, located at 260 Spring Road. Ba-
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Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

2 3 5
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6 1 8
9 115 8
6 1 7
4 3 2
3 7 4
8 9 3
7 5|2 1

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

€ Moderate @ @ Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

nana boxes full of vintage and unusual items
will be offered, each with a $10 minimum bid.
Homemade vegetable and vegetable beef soup,
grilled cheese, crackers, drink and dessert for

$8.

Chicken Stew, 4 p.m. or until we run out. Do-
nations welcome. Collinstown Stateline Com-
munity Center 2481 Collinstown Road, West-
field, N.C.

Saturday, Feb. 24

The Patrick County Democratic Committee
will meet at 10:45 a.m. at the Patrick County
Library, followed by a group lunch.

A benefit for Lauren Worley and Micah Un-
derwood will be held at the Woolwine Elemen-
tary School, from 2 to 8 p.m. It will include live
music, BBQ or chicken for $12 per plate, Cut-
A-Thon by Kricket’s Country Salon and Jessica
Belcher, basket raffle, 50/50 drawing, a bake
sale and more.

Wednesday, Feb. 28

The Patrick County Public Animal Shelter
will be closed. It will reopen for normal busi-
ness hours on Thursday, Feb. 29.

Saturday, March 2

A Turkey Shoot to benefit Lauren Worley will
be held at the Smith River Wildlife Club, 2087
Charity Highway, Woolwine. Hosted by the
Patrick County Patriots, the shoot begins at 1
p.m.; practice rounds start at 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 9

A Hunters Education Class will be held at 10
Via Ave., Stuart, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for hunters 12
and up. Those completing the calls will be able
to obtain a hunting license. Lunch will be pro-
vided. Hosted by the Patrick County Patriots.
Register at dwr.Virginia.gov. Call Jonathan
Scott at (276) 229-1700 with questions.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every

month at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena
Vista Ave in Stuart. New members or volun-
teers are welcome to join in assisting the needs
of the clients. For more information, call (276)
693-6018.

The Patrick County Library will hold the
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intend-
ed for school age children. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook
games every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial
Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of every
month at the American Legion Post 105 at 7
p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to attend.

Introduction to Zen Meditation and Zen
Buddhism at the Blue Ridge Regional Library
Stuart site, second and fourth Tuesday of each
month 1:30 — 2:30 p.m.

The Patrick County Recreation Department
offers a Tai Chi Flow class for seniors on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 3-4 p.m. in the Hook-
er Building at Rotary Field in Stuart. No expe-
rience needed, just wear comfortable clothing
and sneakers. There is no registration for the
program. Call the Park Office at (276) 694-3917
for more information.

Willis Gap Community Center will hold an
Open Jam Acoustic every Friday night with
doors opening at 6 p.m. for hotdogs, chips, can-
dies, popcorn, coffee, and assorted sodas. From
7-10 p.m. there will be old time country, blue-
grass, and gospel music. A 50/50 drawing will
be held at about 8:15 p.m.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

Last Tuesday of each month, Golden Oldies,
Open Jam at Willis Gap Community Center,
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, with 50s, 60s,
70s Rock and Roll. Doors open at 6 p.m. Music
gets underway at 7. Food is available.

Student News

Erin Keith, of Stuart, was named a Fall 2023
Dean’s List honoree at Eastern Mennonite Uni-
versity.

The Dean’s List, compiled at the end of each
semester, includes degree-seeking students who
achieve a semester GPA of at least 3.75 with no
W, I, or F grades for 12 semester hours of stan-
dard grades.

Levi Montgomery is among those students
listed on the 6th grade A/B Honor Roll at Hardin
Reynolds Memorial School.

Cotton Mill Apartments

438 Dobyns Rd., Stuart, VA 24171

* Elderly, handicapped and disabled

* 1 Bedroom Apartments

* Units for persons with Disabilities Available
¢ Laundry Facility on Site

¢ Rental Assistance available.

We are OPEN and updating our waiting list!

CALL 1-276-694-5796
TDD/TYY # 1-800-828-1120

(]
@ “This institution is an Equal Opportunity ’('J\_
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You’ve Only Got One Heart. How to Keep It Healthy

The human body is an amazing creation!
Many of our body parts come in twos: two legs,
ears, eyes, hands, kidneys, lungs, etc. Although
we want to keep them all, it is possible to live
with only one. Not so with the heart. You've only
got one heart! It can’t be cut in half and remain
useful.

Unfortunately, we are not doing enough to take
care of our hearts. The number one killer in the
United States is heart disease and that is true
for much of the Western world. Each year, over
600,000 people in the U.S. die of heart disease.
Today, we will be talking about what we can do
to protect our hearts. But first, let’s review some
facts about the heart to become more familiar
with this precious component of our bodies. It
is an absolutely unique and astonishing organ!

*The heart has four chambers

*The heart is approximately the size of a fist

*The heart is actually a muscle

*The heart pumps blood through two separate
circulatory systems: The pulmonary circulation
system (the right side of the heart which pumps
blood to the lungs) and the systemic circulation
system (the left side of the heart which pumps
blood through the rest of the body)

The system that is associated with the heart
and lungs is the cardiorespiratory system. This
system 1is responsible for transporting oxygen,
nutrients, and other key substances to the or-
gans and tissues in the body. Furthermore, it
picks up and expels waste products.

In order to keep the cardiorespiratory system
and its components healthy, it is essential to in-
corporate cardiorespiratory fitness into our daily
lives.

Cardiorespiratory endurance fitness refers

to the ability of the body to perform prolonged,
large-muscle, dynamic exercises at moderate to
high levels of intensity. This component is one of
the five key health-related fitness components.
The following list include examples of benefits of
cardiorespiratory endurance exercise:

*Improved cardiorespiratory functioning

*Improved cellular metabolism

*Reduced risk of cardiovascular disease

*Reduced risk of cancer

*Reduced risk of type 2 diabetes

*Better control of body fat

*Improved immune function

*Improved psychological
well-being

*Better rest/sleep

*Better self-perception

*(and many more...)

Unfortunately, the reality is, that most US
adults do not meet the minimum requirement
for cardiorespiratory fitness, which is 150 min-
utes of moderate to high intensity physical ac-
tivity, which translates into about 30 minutes,
five days per week. The key question that must
be asked is: do YOU engage in 30 minutes of
moderate to high intensity cardiovascular exer-
cise five days per week?

If the answer to this question was “yes”, then
that is fantastic! Keep it up! If, however, your
answer was “no”, then it is time to face the facts
of the matter. Don’t get hung up on what you
did not do yesterday, rather, make a decision
right now to incorporate cardiorespiratory exer-
cise into your daily routine. If you haven’t been
doing any of this type of exercise at all, then
consider starting slowly at a lower intensity and
build up your endurance. The F.I.T.T. formula is

and emotional

an easy-to-use formula to create a basic fitness
plan for cardiorespiratory fitness. Here is a sam-
ple of this formula that you can easily adapt to
fit your life:

Frequency: 3 —5 days per week

Intensity: You can still talk while exercising,
but not sing (you are breathing harder)

Time: 20 — 60 minutes each time depending
on your current level of fitness

Type: Biking, fast walking, swimming, danc-
ing, aerobics, sports, rollerblading, etc. (NOTE:
pick a variety of activities that you personally
enjoy and alternate them regularly)

If you are just not sure how to get started or
wonder if it is safe for you, seek out a degreed
and nationally certified personal trainer through
a local fitness center. A professional personal
trainer will be able to help you get started with
an appropriate fitness program and conduct a
variety of baseline fitness assessments to ensure
safety for your participation in cardiorespiratory
exercise.

The benefits of cardiorespiratory fitness are
plentiful, and you can’t afford not to take ad-
vantage of this completely free way of prevent-
ing chronic heart disease. It is never too late to
start. Just doing something more than you are
doing now will get you started on the right foot
and in the right direction. Remember, you've
only got one heart, so do the right thing and take
care of it! Start by incorporating cardiorespira-
tory exercise into your daily life today.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Domi-
nique Wakefield MA, CPT. Used by permission
from www.lifeandhealth.org Courtesy of LifeS-

pring — Resources for Hope and Healing Stuart,
VA)

Legislation to Lower the Cost of Prescription
Drugs Advances in Senate on Bipartisan Vote

Senate Bill 274 to create a Prescription Drug Afford-
ability Board (PDAB), passed the Senate Commerce
and Labor Committee last week with strong biparti-
san support. The bill passed by a 10 to 5 margin with
bipartisan support, and now heads to the Senate Fi-
nance and Appropriations Committee.

' “Thii legilslation isr}ll’t
Just a 01.1t. o'vvzat?isngl ;c)ui
Max Kendall | oo "ot
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced

lowering the cost of
staying alive,” said Sen.
Creigh Deeds, D-Charlot-
tesville, the lead patron of
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SB274. “This is a major step forward towards bipar-
tisan action to make Virginia more affordable. I am
proud to stand with my colleagues to bring down the
cost of healthcare in Virginia.”

In poll after poll, Virginians consistently rank mak-
ing prescription drugs more affordable as one of their
top priorities for the General Assembly. A recent
AARP poll found that three-quarters of Virginia vot-
ers want their legislators to pass a PDAB, including
85% of Democrats, 71% of Republicans, and 70% of
Independents.

“My constituents and Virginians across the Com-
monwealth are demanding action on soaring prescrip-
tion drug costs,” said Sen. Bill Stanley, R-Moneta.
“When it comes to bipartisan solutions to lower the
cost of living, taking on Big Pharma is one of the most
impactful places we can start.”

A majority of Virginians have personally felt the
negative effects of the rising cost of medicine. In fact,
Virginians are being hit even harder than people in
other states; in 2020, Virginians spent 36 percent more
per person on prescription drugs than the national av-
erage. Additionally, 35 percent of Virginians report

not filling their medica-
[ J AMIE'S \ tions as prescribed.
“We are pleased to see

the PDAB legislation
advance to the Senate
BUYING: Cans, #1 Copper,
#2 Copper, Brass, Metal,

Finance and Appropri-
ations Committee with
Different types of Aluminum,
Vehicles, Stainless Steel, etc.
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Call for prices.
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for that, we are grateful to
the Senators who voted to
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Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!
DO YOU!

N ASHBROOK

) Auvrotocy

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

advance this commonsense legislation. Establishing a
Prescription Drug Affordability Board is a critical step
forward in lowering the cost of medicine for older Vir-
ginians and all Virginians.”

Del. Karrie Delaney is carrying the House compan-
ion bill, HB570, which passed the House Labor and
Commerce committee and heads to the House Appro-
priations committee.

Deeds and Stanley and Delaney urge their col-
leagues to pass the legislation.

The price of prescription drugs is increasing well
above the rate of inflation. Americans pay more for
their medicine than any country on earth, and Virgin-
ians pay 36% more than the national average.

In 2023, AARP Virginia polled voters of all ages and
found that:

*35% of Virginians chose not to fill a prescription in
2023.

three out of four (75%) Virginia voters support creat-
ing a Prescription Drug Affordability Board.

*two-thirds (67%) of voters take prescription drugs,
and half of them spend more than $600 annually on
their medication.

*63% of voters are concerned about the cost of med-
ication.

*across party lines, voters strongly support the cre-
ation of a Prescription Drug Affordability Board (Dem-
ocrats - 85%, Republicans - 71%, Independents - 70%).

A Prescription Drug Affordability Board would:

*be an independent state board with the authority
to set an upper payment limit on a few of the high-
est-cost medications for Virginians.

*save taxpayers money by reducing state and local
government spending on prescription drugs.

*help ensure affordable access to life-saving medi-
cine for illnesses like cancer and diabetes.

*mitigate out-of-control prices set by the big drug
companies.

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

* Horse Feed

¢ Chicken Feed

* Beef Grower Feeds
e Corn Gluten Pellets

Whole Beef Hamburger

* Sheep & Goat Feed
* Hay Stretcher

* Calf Feed

* Soyhull Pellets

$5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Mark Pendleton

Jason Pendleton
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Solar

(cont. from page 1)

do, and this is basically how we want to do
it,” he said.

The Planning Commission reviews the
plan to see if it complies with the county’s
ordinance.

“If it doesn’t, of course, they have the op-
portunity to go back to the drawing board,
revamp, and come back,” Perry said. How-
ever, if the plan does comply, “it passes the
Planning Commission then it moves on to a
site agreement,” in which “a lot of lawyers”
work with those in the county administra-
tion office to craft specifics and particulars.

“Right now, the county has control of
that,” he said. “I think that’s the most im-
portant thing that we can do and that we
have.”

A perfect example, Perry said is when it
was brought up at the Planning Commis-
sion meeting that some of the property had
been timbered, which resulted in excessive
runoff flooding the nearby creek and lead-
ing to erosion and problems for another
property owner.

Perry said the county is unable to do any-
thing about what a property owner did.

However, if a solar farm locates there,
“the county has the power, we have the
ability, to say, ‘look, if you want to come in
there and put panels on that hill, it’s going
to have to be completely cleared and this
problem that we’re already having is go-
ing to get worse so you will put a retaining
pond down there.” We have the ability to
make that happen,” he said.

As the county has that power, it can con-
trol what does or does not happen, Perry
said, and added “being able to control and
regulate, that’s what this site agreement
does.”

On the other hand, if the county told all
solar companies to “pound the pavement
and go away,” Perry said the state likely
would not do anything at this point, be-
cause officials are waiting to see what bills
get passed by legislators.

The proposals in Richmond were trig-
gered by counties who “have stood up to
them (solar companies), and where coun-
ties have made such strict regulations” on
projects, Perry said. “If we tell them no,
and these bills don’t pass, the state will
say, ‘fine.”

While that may result in a lawsuit, Per-
ry said an easier method would be “if they
just cut funding. What funding are they
going to cut, what are we going to lose, how
are we going to make up for that funding,”
he asked. “You're saying taxes are bad
enough now, what’s going to have to hap-
pen to taxes to make up for that funding?”

Some public concerns with the proposed
solar projects relate to the negative impact
they would have on neighbors’ “viewshed,”
Perry said, and added the ordinance re-
quires a minimum of two rows of hedges.

“It’s not 100 percent, and trees don’t get
but 25 to 30 feet tall. So, if you're on this
you're hill and the panels are on this hill,
you're going to see some. Driving up and
down the road, all you're going to see is
hedges,” he said.

Malcolm Roach asked why Perry and the
board are giving into solar companies.

“Are we afraid to fight? Are you actual-
ly afraid to fight? I'm asking a question.
I'm going to put you on the spot right now.
Are you going to vote yes for this,” Roach
asked.

“Are you going to raise hell when we

have to raise taxes an ungodly amount
because of this? You're looking at attor-
ney fees. You're looking at a minimum
of $150,000” to start, Perry countered. “I
know the state. The state says this is going
to happen.”

“No, no, no. Youngkin will veto that...
So, fearing a lawsuit, fearing a lawyer is a
cop-out as far as I'm concerned,” Pool said.
“That man’s a cop-out.”

“'m just laying it on the line, what it
looks like,” Perry said.

County Administrator Beth Simms said
one example is Franklin County, which is
the only locality in the state that’s half-
zoned, half-nonzoned.

“While I was there, we had solar projects
come before Franklin County’s Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors
in zoned areas and non-zoned areas. The
zoned areas had the authority to vote no,
that this project could not move forward,
does not meet this land’s use,” she said.

The only reason the supervisors consider
solar projects is due to the revenue shar-
ing, the solar siting agreement that comes
along with utility-scale solar, Simms said,
adding that “a group of rural localities in
Southside Virginia lobbied the state for
to say, ‘we need to have some control.” Be-
cause when we first started there was no
control whatsoever.”

Simms said supervisors in Franklin
County voted down a solar-siting agree-
ment for a project in U.S. 222 in Henry.

“Guess what? That project is being built.
The only thing our board of supervisors is
voting on is the revenue share. Because we
are non-zoned,” she said and added that
“having an ordinance in place” is import-
ant.

Additionally, and at various previous
meetings, Pool has said the solar panels
are made with cadmium telluride and as a
result, are toxic.

Perry said the solar panels that are be-
ing used do not contain cadmium telluride.

“I got this information,” Perry said, and
others can as well “if you go online and
type in ‘how solar panels are made.’

“If you type in something like toxicity or
hazards or dangers or something, you're
going to get some kind of sponsored con-
tent. This topic is grossly political,” he said.

Perry said there are three types of solar
panels: monocrystalline, polycrystalline,
and thin-film.

“The thin-film panels are made with the
cadmium. The thin-film panels, quick,
cheap, easy to make, spit them out left
and right,” he said and noted that he be-
lieves the panels proposed for Stuart are
monocrystalline panels, which are made of
silicone, gallium, boron, and phosphorus.

Pool contended that First Solar, an
American solar technology company that
may be the solar panel vendor, only makes
cadmium telluride panels.

“Fairystone, I'm pretty sure when they
briefed us, they said they were using”
monocrystalline, Perry said.

“'m not talking about the brief; I'm
talking about the company. Go look up
First Solar, they only make cadmium pan-
els. The ones down in Wytheville are from
Vietnam, 100 percent,” Pool said.

Kurt Bozenmayer, a member of the Pat-
rick County Planning Commission, said he
worked as a chemist for 35 years before re-
tiring.
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“My entire career, I've had to deal with
material safety data sheets. They're very
important for people that handle the ma-
terial while its being processed. After the
material is processed, it’s a different sto-
ry,” he said.

He encouraged those who are concerned
about recycling and cadmium to take a
step back and think about other products
that contain cadmium.

“Besides the solar panels, the biggest ap-
plication for cadmium is in nickel-cadmi-
um batteries. Everyone’s had a recharge-
able battery in one kind or another at one
time. Before the carbon generation of re-
chargeable batteries, which are mostly
nickel-metal hydride or lithium-ion bat-
teries, there were nickel-cadmium batter-
ies everywhere,” Bozenmayer said, adding
those batteries are likely in many homes.

Additionally, the batteries also common-
ly go into the landfills and nobody pays any
attention to them, Bozenmayer said.

“The other side to the fear-mongering on
this, and I'm not a solar panel proponent,
I don’t work for any of these companies,
I've just been on the Planning Commission
a few years listening to this. Everybody
comes up with these concerns,” he said.

Bozenmayer said Roger Hayden, a former
county supervisor, was at a recent board of
supervisors meeting, and “he asked ‘what
are they going to do with these solar pan-
els? They’re going to spread herbicides
around to keep the grass from growing up.’

“Well, what do you think VDOT (Virginia
Department of Transportation) does along
all these guardrails and around all these
signs? They’ve been dumping thousands of
gallons of herbicides in this county for 50
years. Does anybody complain about that?
No,” Bozenmayer said.

Perry’s call for residents to conduct their
research likely is the best approach, Boz-
enmayer said and would prevent anyone
from relying on rumors or fearmongering
tactics.

Perry said cadmium is also in food, in-
cluding chocolate, in making fine jewelry
in the welds.

“We come in contact with cadmium” dai-
ly. “Everything you smoke - that cigarette,
the smoker retains two to three percent of
the cadmium in that cigarette, and the sec-
ondhand smoke that somebody’s sitting in
the room smelling retains up to one per-
cent of the cadmium.

“Cadmium’s everywhere. Again, we're
not dealing with the pure, concentrated el-
ement,” Perry said.

Roach accused Perry of making an “ab-
surd statement” about smoking.

“You said somebody inhales a cigarette
and they retain cadmium, and they get
cancer. It’s written right on the pack- do
not smoke unless you want to get cancer,”
Roach said and asked why Perry would
want to introduce something into the coun-
ty that causes cancer or is toxic.

Solar panels have been around for more
than 30 years, Perry said. “I have yet to
find a study that says that soil toxicity was
this prior to panels going in,” and added
that he’s also yet to find data that says so-
lar panels can lead to an increase in area
temperature.

Perry said he does not know what will
happen if the solar company meets all the
criteria in the county’s ordinance and the

(See Solar p. 15)
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Solar

(cont. from page 1)

About two dozen people attended the two-hour meeting on Feb. 6.

commission or the board says no.

“That’s been a big part of our discus-
sion.... That unknown is what I'm con-
cerned about,” he said.

If there are legal ramifications, Perry
said the case would not be confined to the
circuit court level, but on the state level
or federal level, “because the federal has
mandates and the state has mandates.”

“And you can fight those too,” Roach said.

Perry said the county can, but it takes
money to do it.

“If the state pulls funding, so what? We
have to learn to live on what we have,”
Roach said.

At the end of the day, Perry said proper-
ty owners in Patrick County have decided
they want to have solar panels and farms
on their property.

The property owner “is going to be dead
in 10 years and who’s going to clean up his
mess,” Mary Smith asked.

Perry noted that is the reason the county
1s asking for a bond. As long as the project
is legal and meets the Department of En-
vironmental Quality’s (DEQ) guidelines,
Perry wondered how could he tell someone
else what they can do on their property.

Bozenmanyer said the county’s attorney
was asked if the county could ban solar
farms and facilities outright.

“He gave an explanation saying much in
line with what Mrs. Simms has said. If you
have zoning in your county, that you prob-
ably have better control over it. Since Pat-
rick County does not have zoning, it was
his opinion that for Patrick County to ban
the facilities outright would probably lead
to litigation, which would cost the county
money,” Bozenmayer said.

Perry said the board will consider the
input it has received and determine what
the county stands to gain, and, more im-
portantly, what it stands to lose.

“We play this what if. What if can go ei-
ther way. But we lose the ability to regu-
late these things and the state says, ‘too
bad so sad’ they’re coming in anyway,”
Perry said.

Pool said he doesn’t think that will hap-
pen.

“It will become a ‘Republican versus
Democrat thing,” Perry said.

Bozenmayer said those who are enraged
should remember back to the 1950s and
1960s when each state had its speed limits.

“The federal government came in and
said, ‘We wanted the speed limit to be 55
throughout the country.” A lot of states
fought it, and the federal government re-
sponded by saying ‘Okay, we're going to
revoke the transportation funds,” Boze-
mayer said. “And guess what? All 50 states
went to 55 miles an hour. It took anoth-
er 20 years before (it) went through the
courts, and now we have different speed
limits again.”

When he hears people say the govern-
ment “can’t do that,” Bozenmayer said it
can and it has done it before.

Pointing his finger at Bozenmayer and
Perry in turn, Pool asked “So Kurt, why
don’t you work on the toxic chemical or a
hazmat ordinance before you move this?
Doug thought those were mono-silicone
panels. You knew better. You knew they
came from First Solar.

“Doug, you never looked it up,” Pool said.

Perry said he thought the solar company
said it was using monocrystalline panels
while briefing the county.

“Get it in writing,” Pool demanded. “That
would be good, that would be cool.”

At this point of the process, Perry said
he believes the biggest thing the county
stands to lose is the ability to negotiate.

“I don’t know why you’re negotiating,
just say no,” Roach said, adding that Perry
didn’t answer his question of if he would
vote yes or no for solar farm projects.

Perry said he’s still waiting to see what’s

going to happen at the state level.

“You throw your hands up and you roll
your eyes at me now, but there again, we
go in and fight this and those bills pass,”
and “the state comes in and does its thing,
and we lose the ability to control those
things,” Perry said.

Roach said his point is that Perry and the
rest of the supervisors were not elected to
do what they think is best for the county.

Rather, “you were placed on the board of
supervisors to represent us,” Roach said.

Perry said there are more than 3,000 in
the Smith River District.

Roach said a majority have said they
don’t want solar projects.

“You keep trying to forge a path to have
it,” Roach said. “That’s where the problem
is. That’s where it starts and ends. We
want you to respect us. We want you to
stop this, and we're willing to fight if we
have to, but down the road. We don’t need
to fight now.”

In addition to the solar issue, informa-
tion on topics like broadband, education, a
cell tower, and the hospital also was pre-
sented during the two-hour event.

Hospital and Healthcare

As of February 6, Foresight Hospital and
Health Systems has not responded to the
county’s statement about the hospital not
opening, Perry said.

“We stand firm with our statements. We
keep finding more and more stuff out that
they haven’t done like they haven’t ap-
plied for state or federal licenses,” Perry
said, adding that should have been accom-
plished on day one.

Perry said Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart,
1s getting a lot of blame for the hospital not
opening.

“Yeah, he made some promises that he
might not have had 100 percent control
over, but he did do everything that he
could to ensure the success of that hospi-
tal. He cleared a lot of red tape, he paved
the way,” he said, adding the county had
no control of the project either.

“We had no say so, one way or the other.
They failed us, we didn’t fail them. We're
just taking that one day at a time,” he said.

One course of action the county has tak-
en is the launch of a Healthcare Access
Committee to look at options to help the
county. Those interested in serving on the
committee may access a volunteer form
that’s available on the county’s website.

Perry said Drug-Free PC is a substance
abuse drug prevention coalition that Pied-
mont Community Services recently start-
ed, and “we should be starting to move into
the assessment phase. So, with the coali-
tion, they’ll go through assessments, iden-
tify capacity, planning - which includes
building these lodging models, implemen-
tations, evaluation while maintaining sus-
tainability and cultural competency.”

The coalition meets the second Tues-
day of each month at noon in the Patrick
& Henry Community College (P&HCC).
Those wanting to join the group may email
broberson@piedmontcsb.org.

Perry said Healthy PC, another group
that seeks to improve the health of the
county, is “working on three different as-
pects of our healthcare: access to health-
care, maternal, infant, toddler, preschool
health, and pre-birth up to five years old.
The third thing is behavioral health and
substance use disorders,” he said.

It will meet on the first Thursday at 1
p.m. at P&HCC. To join, email nancy.bell@
vhd.virginia.gov.

Education

Scott said the county school division is
ranked ninth out of 131 school divisions
for test scores in the state.

“We’re not number nine on funding, but
we're number nine on test scores in the
state of Virginia. That says a lot of about
the parents, the students, the staff, the

whole nine yards. It’s a network of people
that make that happen,” he said.

About four or five years ago, Scott said
the division was ranked in the 80s out of
the 131 school divisions for funding.

Scott said the new school administration
building, the former Alexander’s building,
was purchased using no regular budget
money.

“It was roughly $300,000 of our one per-
cent sales tax money that went to that
project, the rest of it was grants. When you
go by and see that building, it was basical-
ly a free building to the county,” he said.

Scott said the parking lot is open to busi-
nesses in town on weekends.

“I think there was a car show over here a
week or so ago. So, that gives a lot of extra
parking to the town,” he said.

Scott said the division donated the for-
mer school board back building to the
county, “which i1s a completely, pretty
much, remodeled building” that is ready to
accommodate an office or two.

“That’s going to save the county money
as well,” he said, and added the new school
board office also houses the division’s elec-
tronic equipment.

The Cougar Marketplace, a shop where
people can buy student-made products,
will be in the basement of the new facility,
according to Scott, who added that items
made in the welding shop, woodworking
class, and culinary classes will be avail-
able for purchase.

“The money that generates goes right
back into the program,” he said.

Scott briefly discussed the Required Local
Effort (RLE), the funds the state requires
the county to give the school division, and
the Required Local Match (RLM), the
funds the division needs from the county
to offer some programs.

“Everything we do is based on grants,
pretty much. It’s pretty much everything
we do,” Scott said. “The county puts 20
percent.”

Broadband

Perry offered updates on broadband proj-
ects, including the Charter-Spectrum proj-
ect, which doesn’t cover the Smith River
District, but instead the far end of Ararat.

“They have started moving forward with
that project and bringing broadband to
the Ararat section of the county,” he said,
and added that RiverStreet Network’s, a
broadband company out of North Carolina,
project will come into the Smith River Dis-
trict.

“They are collaborating with AEP (Appa-
lachian Power) where they're going to run
the fiber cables through the power poles,
and at some point, it comes down the pole
and connects into your boxes at the house
and brings broadband to your house,” he
said.

Perry said work is expected to start in
March. It’s rumored that work will start in
Woolwine.

As the construction progresses, updates
will be put on the county’s website.

Cell Tower

Scott said a cell tower that will be placed
at Patrick County High School (PCHS) will
be situated further away from the main
building.

“It was a little close as far as the things
cell towers put out that hurt people. It was
a little bit close, within, I think, 100-feet of
the guidelines,” he said.

Scott said the board heard concerns,
went back to the drawing board, and came
up with a new plan that’s far away enough
from the school buildings.

The Planning Commission will hold a
public hearing to approve that project on
February 20 at the P&HCC Stuart site.

“As soon as that passes, we were told
they're ready to go to work on it. As soon
as it’s approved, they're ready to start” in-
stalling the Verizon tower, he said.
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Garcia on a mission to meet voters in Senate bid

By Taylor Boyd

One of Eddie Garcia’s priorities in
his November bid to unseat incumbent
Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Richmond, is meet-
ing as many people as he can “to hear
them, hear their concerns, understand
the cultural environment in which they
live in.

“Virginia is so diverse in its cul-
ture between the Southwest, between
Hampton Roads, Northern Virginia,
the Valley, and Richmond itself,” he
said while in Stuart last month at a
GOP committee meeting.

Garcia said the southwest is a vi-
tal, important area. “I believe that too
many federal politicians, or people run-
ning for federal office, disregard the
Southwest, they disregard the rural
areas of the Commonwealth.”

Garcia, who grew up in rural Ameri-
ca in a town of about 1,000 people, said
he knows rural towns are full of good
people with concerns that aren’t shared
by city dwellers.

“Their voice is just as important as
anyone else’s, and I think any leader
would tell you that you've got to under-
stand an organization or a people or a
population” in as much detail as possi-
ble, he said.

Garcia also believes being present in
the Southwest is important as rural ar-
eas are being left behind by the current
government.

“If we don’t have a voice to champion
their concerns, it’s going to continue to
go in a way that is not positive for these
communities,” he said.

If elected, Garcia said he wants to fo-
cus on rebuilding small-town Virginia
and “rebuilding some of these Down-
towns that have been hollowed out be-
cause of businesses that have long been
gone.”

He also wants to improve the qual-
ity of the education system and pub-
lic schools, especially in areas where
there’s only one school, incentivize peo-
ple to show up and rebuild the commu-

nities over the long term.

Education

Garica supports universal school
choice.

“Having the power and the control of
the money in the hands of the parents
to make their decisions on where to
send their kids to school, how to edu-
cate their children - whether it’s home-
school, charter school, private school,
or public school - that’s important,” he
said.

Retirement Account Taxes

Garcia believes taxes on retirement
accounts should be eliminated “to help
our seniors stay in their homes by
keeping more money in their pockets,
and not taxing Social Security. Helping
our veterans by not taxing their retire-
ment.”

He also believes this will help en-
courage young people to start early in
investing in a retirement plan because
they will know the government won’t
tax them afterward if they’re on a fixed
income.

“We've got to start thinking about
the future,” he said.

Term-Limits

A supporter of term limits, Garcia
said limiting the number of years some-
one can serve in public office will help
eliminate lifelong career politicians.

“Lifelong career politicians that con-
tinue to get rich off of the system, con-
tinue to raise money perpetually, and
making it almost impossible for an out-
sider like myself to compete,” he said.

Energy

Garcia supports the construction of
an all-American energy program.

“With nuclear energy as a prime
solution for cheap energy across the na-
tion, and most importantly, job growth
across the nation,” he said.

Garcia believes a new grid that’s
built with pipe fitters, construction
workers, repairmen, and cyber security
is needed.

“We can do these things as a coun-

Senate hopeful Eddie Garcia visited the Patrick County Republican Committee and spoke

with several constituents during his visit. Garcia hopes to unseat U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine in

November.

try if we have leaders that want to help
us move forward and grow these jobs
and opportunities,” he said, adding the
country needs all the options it can get.

“If wind works, if solar works, if oil
and gas work, I mean we should be
pushing every avenue that we can to
reduce our energy costs and to make
our energy grid more resilient in case
of emergency outages,” he said.

While he is not against the idea of
solar, Garcia is skeptical of mass solar
farm corporations buying farmland or
forestry to install non-American-made
solar panels which may have toxic
chemicals.

Garcia added he hasn’t seen any data
that shows mass solar farms drive en-
ergy costs down in the long term.

Immigration

There’s currently an immigration
crisis in the US, Garcia said. “Our bor-
der has been dilapidated for 30 years.
There’s been no meaningful legislation
on it since Ronald Reagan in 1986, and
we're still looking at the problem, not
solving it.”

Garcia said he believes too many peo-

ple in Washington, D.C. are trying to
punt the issue to the other side or to the
executive branch.

“The truth of the matter is we need
to secure our border,” he said. “We
need to increase asylum judges so that
we can rapidly process anybody coming
through ports of entry to determine
who they are, what their intentions
are, where they’re from, and if we are
going to accept them into the nation or
if we are not.”

Garcia said he wants to solve these
problems to make it easier for legal
immigrants, “and immigrants that we
need in positions that we need in this
country” to enter. He noted there are
about 1,000 different counties, mostly
rural, that do not have primary care
physicians.

“These are problems that need to be
solved. There are ways that we can use
a smart immigration policy to incentiv-
ize those types of workers to come here
legally. At the same time, we have to
be able to keep the bad actors out,” he
said.

NC man charged
after Thursday
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pursuit

A Burlington, North
Carolina man was ar-
rested on Thursday fol-
lowing a motorcycle pur-
suit, according to Patrick
County  Sheriff Dan
Smith.

At approximately 3:25
p-m., Virginia State Po-
lice Senior Trooper Jer-
emiah Mabe attempted
to stop a motorcyclist for
traveling 81 mph on JEB
Stuart Highway. The
motorcycle allegedly fled
from Mabe and a pursuit
ensued.

Patrick County Sher-
iffs Maj. Rob Coleman
entered the pursuit to
assist at the intersection
of U.S. 58 and Animal
Clinic Road. The motor-
cycle allegedly continued
to flee westbound on Jeb
Stuart Highway. The
Patrick County Sheriff's
Office 911 Communi-
cations Center notified
Branch Civil to stop all
traffic in the construc-
tion zone going up the
mountain. Smith said
that traffic was success-
fully stopped.

The pursuit continued
up the mountain and into
Carroll County, where
Coleman lost sight of the
motorcycle and termi-

Daniel Thomas Humphries

nated the pursuit.

The Carroll County
Sheriff’s Office, after be-
ing notified by Patrick
for assistance, located
the motorcycle at the end
of a dead end road off of
U.S. 58.

Daniel Thomas Hum-
phries, 29, was taken
into custody after he
was found hiding in the
woods a short distance
away.

Humphries was
charged by Mabe with
felony eluding a law en-
forcement officer, reck-
less driving - with speeds
20 or more mph above
the posted limit, and
numerous other traffic
violations in connection
with the incident.

Humphries was re-
leased from the Patrick
County Jail after posting
a $5,000 bond.
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PURPOSES OF EACH UTILITY’S RPS PROGRAM COMPLIANCE
CASE NO. PUR-2024-00010

During its 2020 Session, the Virginia General Assembly enacted Chapters 1193 (HB 1526) and 1194 (SB 851) of the 2020 Virginia Acts of
Assembly. These duplicate Acts of Assembly, known as the Virginia Clean Economy Act (“VCEA”), became effective on July 1, 2020. The
VCEA, inter alia, established a mandatory renewable energy portfolio standard (“RPS”) program (“RPS Program”) in § 56-585.5 of the Code
of Virginia (“Code”), which requires Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Dominion”) and Appalachian Power Company (“APCo”) to
procure and retire renewable energy certificates (“RECs”) for an increasing percentage of the utility’s total electric energy sold in the previous
calendar year. The VCEA directed that all costs related to compliance with the mandatory RPS Program, including costs related to the retire-
ment of RECs, shall be recovered from all retail customers as a non-bypassable charge, regardless of generation supplier, with certain limited
exceptions.

Additionally, Code § 56-585.5 D requires Dominion and APCo to submit annually to the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) plans
and petitions for approval of new solar and onshore wind generation capacity (“RPS Filing”). In APCo’s 2023 RPS Filing, two proposals were
presented relating to the proper calculation of total electric energy for the prior compliance year. The first proposal was to count the RECs from
Rider WWS and Rider REC towards APCo’s RPS Program compliance, and the second proposal was to remove the 100 percent renewable
customers’ load from the calculation of “total electric energy,” thereby reducing the number of RECs required for RPS compliance. In its Final
Order in that proceeding, the Commission found that the issue warranted additional consideration and directed APCo and Dominion to make a
filing addressing these issues and presenting specific proposals for approval, including any proposed mechanism for netting the benefits of such
RECs. Specifically, the Commission determined:

On or before January 16, 2024, APCo and Dominion shall make a filing, either jointly or separately, containing the proposed treatment of
RECs associated with (i) customers taking service under each [utility’s] voluntary renewable tariffs [(“Renewable Utility Customers”)]
and (ii) shopping customers purchasing 100 percent renewable energy, for purposes of RPS Program compliance [(“Renewable Shopping
Customers™)]. Such filing shall include any associated proposal for netting the benefits of such RECs, including applicable tariff language.

On January 16, 2024, in Case No. PUR-2024-00009, APCo submitted its petition (“APCo Petition”), which stated that the Commission should
exclude the load associated with the Renewable Utility Customers and Renewable Shopping Customers from the calculation of APCo’s annual
RPS requirement, thereby allowing them to bypass VCEA compliance costs, if the Commission finds that approach to be permissible under
current law. APCo asserts that using RECs to meet the utility’s RPS requirement that have either been dedicated to one of its voluntary re-
newable energy riders or have been purchased by Renewable Shopping Customers is an impermissible double-counting of the RECs. Further,
APCo claims that participants in voluntary renewable energy programs would effectively subsidize non-participants to meet the utility’s RPS
compliance requirement.

Also on January 16, 2024, in Case No. PUR-2024-00010, Dominion submitted its petition (“Dominion Petition”) (collectively with the APCo
Petition, “Petitions”) requesting that the Commission reconsider its decision in Case No. PUR-2020-00164, in which the Commission held
that RPS Program compliance requires recognition of RPS eligible renewable sales from competitive service providers (“CSPs”). Dominion
requests that the Commission instead find that the RECs of Renewable Shopping Customers cannot be used by the utility for its RPS Program
compliance. Dominion further asserts that, if the Commission determines that Renewable Shopping Customer RECs may be used for a utility’s
RPS Program compliance, their load should be deducted from the utility’s calculation of “total electric energy” and they should be excluded
from paying Rider RPS. Dominion further states that if the RECs of Renewable Shopping Customers can be used for compliance, the RECs of
other similarly-situated customers, specifically Renewable Utility Customers, should also be used to reduce the utility’s compliance obligations.

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Petitions and supporting documents in full for details about these and other proposals.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing in this proceeding that, among other things, consolidated the two Petitions into one
case, Case No. PUR-2024-00010, and scheduled public hearings on the Petitions. A hearing for the receipt of testimony from public witnesses
on the Petitions shall be convened telephonically at 10 a.m. on July 31, 2024. On or before July 24, 2024, any person desiring to offer testimony
as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during
the hearing to receive your testimony. This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by filling out a form on the
Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.
virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 371-9141. This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.

Beginning at 10 a.m. on July 31, 2024, the Hearing Examiner will telephone sequentially each person who has signed up to testify as provided
above.

On July 31, 2024, at 10 a.m., or at the conclusion of the public witness portion of the hearing, whichever is later, in the Commission’s second
floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, the Hearing Examiner will convene a hearing
to receive testimony and evidence related to the Petitions from the Petitioners, any respondents, and the Commission Staff (“Staff”).

To promote administrative efficiency and timely service of filings upon participants, the Commission has directed the electronic filing of testi-
mony and pleadings, unless they contain confidential information, and required electronic service on parties to this proceeding.

An electronic copy of the Dominion Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the utility: Elaine S. Ryan, Esquire,
McGuireWoods LLP, Gateway Plaza, 800 East Canal Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or eryan@mcguirewoods.com. An electronic copy
of the APCo Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the utility: Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, American Electric
Power Service Corporation, Three James Center, 1051 East Cary Street, Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or njcoates@aep.com. Inter-
ested persons also may download unofficial copies of the Petitions from the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

On or before July 24, 2024, any interested person may submit comments on the Petitions by following the instructions found on the Commis-
sion’s website: scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments. Those unable, as a practical matter, to submit comments electron-
ically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, ¢/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118,
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All such comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2024-00010.

On or before March 28, 2024, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of
participation at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a notice of participation electronically may file such
notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses
of such parties or their counsel, if available. The respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the
Petitioners. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of
Practice”), any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific
action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body
participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall
refer to Case No. PUR-2024-00010.

On or before June 5, 2024, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission, at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling, any testimony and exhib-
its by which the respondent expects to establish its case. Any respondent unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits electroni-
cally may file such by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Each witness’s testimony shall include a summary
not to exceed one page. All testimony and exhibits shall be served on the Staff, the Petitioners, and all other respondents simultaneous with its
filing. In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Rules of Practice, as modified herein, including, but not limited to: 5 VAC 5-20-140,
Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2024-00010.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In all other
respects, except as modified by the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC
5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Rules of Practice.

The Petitions, the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, and other documents filed in the case may
be viewed at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY and APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY
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Participate in the Great
Backyard Bird Count at
a Virginia State Park

Identify the birds
around you while
contributing to sci-
ence in the annu-
al Great Backyard

Bird Count.
Each year in Feb-
ruary, millions of

people count the va-
riety of birds that
can be seen and
heard in their own
backyards over a
four-day period. You
are invited to par-
ticipate in the bird
count that takes
place Feb. 16-19.
The Great Back-
yard Bird Count
brings people from
all over the world
together to connect
and share their love
of birds while learn-
ing about migration
patterns. These ob-
servations help sci-
entists better un-
derstand global bird

populations before
one of their annual
migrations.

All you need to
do 1s log the birds
that you count in
a 15-minute peri-
od on at least one
of the four days of
the event. You can
download the Merlin
Bird ID app to help
identify the birds in
your area or you can
use the eBird Mobile
app to enter your
bird sightings.

“Virginia State
Parks offer a unique
and scenic loca-

tion to view various
birds this time of
the year,” Powhatan
State Park Manager
Amelia Hulth said.
“Our park is perfect
for anyone to enjoy
birdwatching alone
or with friends and
family. On Saturday,
Feb. 17, we will offer
a fun ranger-led ac-
tivity where guests
will discover more
about our feathered
friends that can be
found in the park or
in their backyard.
For the second part
of the program, we'll
use peanut butter or
vegetable shorten-
ing, sweet gum balls,
sticks and pinecones
to make feeders that
provide tasty treats

Blue Heron at York River State Park

for our winged
friends. You can
hang the feeder in
your backyard and
see who comes to
visit.”

Those interest-
ed in participating
in this year’s bird
count can find an
event or related pro-
gram at one of sev-
eral  participating
parks. State parks
that are having an
event include:

* Bear Creek Lake,

Cumberland
* Caledon, King

George
* Claytor Lake,

Dublin
* Hungry Mother,

Marion
* Mason Neck, Lor-

ton

* Natural Tunnel,
Duffield
* New River Trail,
Max Meadows
+ Pocahontas, Ches-
terfield
* Powhatan, Pow-
hatan
Your participa-
tion matters and
your bird count con-
tributes to a global
study that helps pro-
tect bird populations
all over the world.
The Great Back-
yard Bird Count is a
great way to connect
with birds, nature
and each other.
Visit www.virgin-
lastateparks.gov for
more  information
about upcoming
events at a State
Park.

Get your GED

with Patrick County Adult Education
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Become a Lifelong Learner Today!

BENEFITS:
Higher Wages

Valuable Workplace Skills
Advancement to Further Education and Training
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» ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING

APPOINTMENTS

+ ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS
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THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT:
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(276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993
MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US

Outside of the Department of Wildlife Resources. The agency is responsible for the

management of inland fisheries, wildlife and recreational boating for Virginia. (Photo by

Shelby Warren/VCU Capital News Service.)

Hunting dog permit may
get through General
Assembly this year

By Shelby Warren

Capital News Service

Lawmakers might successfully
create a hunting dog permit this
year through amendments to the
state budget.

Budget amendments have been
submitted in the House and Senate,
which mandate the Department of
Wildlife Resources to create a per-
mit system by Oct. 31. Lawmakers
have tried unsuccessfully through
past legislation to help prevent
hunting dogs on private property.

The permit would be required for
any person who uses dogs to hunt or
chase any game, including rabbit,
deer and bear. The budget amend-
ments state DWR shall have “min-
imally restricted” permit require-
ments and the permit be designed
to “foster an atmosphere of volun-
tary compliance.”

The budget amendments state
the permit will be free. Sen. David
Marsden, D-Fairfax, who submit-
ted the Senate request, said the cost
could be on par with other hunting
license fees at $18.

“It will be used to acquire addi-
tional enforcement staff to ensure
that this bill is respected, and that
people are following the dictates of
the law,” Marsden said.

DWR is involved with the effort
to balance the state’s long history of
dog hunting with the rights of prop-
erty owners. In recent years, the
conflict between hunters and land-
owners has increased. The state
agency recruited the University of
Virginia’s Institute for Engagement
and Negotiation last year to gather
data from citizens and create a re-
port.

There was mutual agreement
that more law enforcement staff
was needed, better communication
between the two groups and “hound
identification mechanisms could
be improved,” according to the re-
port. Landowners also supported
revisions to the state’s “right to re-
trieve” law and better protection of
landowners’ rights. DWR has a fi-
nal report expected this spring.

The Hound Hunters and Private
Landowners Stakeholder Advisory
Committee was created by DWR
last fall.

Jim Medeiros, dairy farmer and
member of the Property Rights Co-
alition of Virginia, served on the
advisory committee. He has expe-
rienced hound dogs entering his
property and disturbing cattle and
poultry. This has financially im-
pacted his farm, he said. Medeiros
was part of a lawsuit filed in 2022
over the “right to retrieve” hunting
law.

“One of the things that came to
light was that DWR requires legis-
lative authority in order to create ...
reasonable regulations that could
be brought into effect to curtail in
the bad apples and integrate a sys-
tem of accountability where these
conflicts can be reduced,” Medeiros
said.

He thinks the permit would cre-
ate accountability, and works in
other states.

“‘I'm not anti-dog hunting,” Me-
deiros said. “I just wish for those
who want to participate in the sport
to do so where they have permission
to do so and not where they don’t
have permission.”

Medeiros spoke on Tuesday in

support of Marsden’s Senate Bill
712, a measure to keep hunters
from releasing dogs within 15 feet
of the edge of a state or local road-
way. The bill carries a misdemean-
or charge, with an increasing penal-
ty for subsequent violations.

Hunters release the dogs as a
loophole called “through hunting,”
according to Medeiros.

“What they’re doing is they’re al-
lowing their hounds to run through
a piece of property where they don’t
have permission to hunt, knowing
that the hounds will chase the game
off of that property onto a place
where they have permission or ad-
joining property,” Medeiros said.

The Senate bill narrowly passed
the Senate Agriculture Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources Com-
mittee on an 8-7 vote.

Robbie Shackelford, a hunter
with the Newtown Sportsmen As-
sociation, has hunted for over 45
years. He thinks the conflict be-
tween property owners and hunters
who use dogs is low, with just a few
exceptions.

There are approximately 180,000
hound hunters in Virginia, accord-
ing to 2022 statistics that Shackel-
ford got at a Virginia Hunting Dog
Alliance lobby day. The statistics
are attributed to DWR data. The
agency confirmed it did not create
the fact sheet being circulated, but
was not able to confirm the cited
stats before this article’s publica-
tion.

The stats were used to make the
case that roughly 7% of over 5,200
hunting complaints in 2022 in-
volved dog hunting.

“It’s being painted completely dif-
ferent than what the numbers say,”
Shackelford said.

The lawmakers have used the
budget to establish a permit, which
means there will not be the same
public hearing that a bill would
have.

“The art of politics is proven here
where somebody’s kind of shov-
ing something into a place where
it doesn’t need to be,” Shackelford
said.

Shackelford is unhappy about
getting an additional license. He
worries about potential citations
from his dog running onto some-
one’s property, and about those ci-
tations adding up — or possibly los-
ing his license.

“In my opinion, there are a lot of
extremists out here that are against
hound hunting,” Shackelford said.

He also does not think a state
representative from an urban area
such as Fairfax should pose a bill
that affects rural residents.

The permit cost will not be “pro-
hibitive of the sport that they love,”
Marsden said. It’s also a “changing
world” without big tracts of unde-
veloped land, he said.

“Hopefully this is a message to
people about how you treat your
neighbors,” Marsden said.

Del. Paul Krizek, D-Fairfax,
who submitted the House budget
amendment, did not return email
and telephone requests.

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Robertson School of
Media and Culture. Students in the
program provide state government
coverage for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.
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Master gardeners led a SupHerb workshop on
5 common herbs to a large crowd at the Patrick
County Library on Saturday Feb 10. The culi-
nary and medicinal uses of basil, oregano, dill,
rosemary and thyme were addressed as well as
how to easily propagate herbs in the home gar-

den or on your window sill. Participants were

also invited to make a small herb garden to take
home.

Master gardeners involved in planning and
presenting the program were Chelsea Perez,
Rita Browning, Jen Harrison Norma Bozenmay-

Vinova.

If interested in becoming a Virginia Cooper-
ative Extension Master Gardener or to learn
about upcoming training, email mgpcva@gmail.
com. (Contributed)

Winter farmers markets offer fresh, local options year-round

While summer farmers markets boast
peak-season produce, many Virginia markets of-
fer local foods and artisan products year-round.

Of the 300-plus farmers markets in Virginia,
more than 50 stay open throughout the winter,
with some markets adjusting their schedules
from summer, moving indoors or adding online
sales, according to the Virginia Farmers Market
Association.

“Of course you have a little less variety of pro-
duce, but we still have a great offering during
these colder months,” remarked Darrius Slaugh-
ter, VAFMA vice president and manager of the
Lynchburg Community Market—one of the na-
tion’s oldest continuously running farmers mar-
kets.

Founded in 1783, the market serves as a
gathering place for the community, with indoor
shops, restaurants and a crafters’ gallery open
to shoppers throughout the week. During the
winter, the Saturday farmers market attracts
up to 1,900 visitors a day with over 60 indoor
and outdoor vendor spots.

Many winter markets offer artisan meats,

cheese, eggs, honey and freshly baked breads, as
well as hardy greens, winter squashes, apples,
sweet potatoes and other root vegetables.

Shoppers also can find produce that’s grown
out of season, with many farmers using hydro-
ponic and aquaponic systems, high tunnels, hoop
houses and other season-extending techniques.

Visitors to the year-round Abingdon Farmers
Market can find a wide variety of lettuce grown
in aquaponic and hydroponic systems in the
off-season. During the colder months, the cov-
ered market opens for two hours on Saturdays,
features around 30 vendors and draws an aver-
age 800 visitors each weekend. The market also
offers a preordering option and accepts Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits.

In 2021, over $100 million in federal nutrition
benefits were redeemed at farmers markets and
direct market sales nationally, according to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“By being able to stay open throughout the
year, there’s never a time when farmers aren’t
able to provide for their community,” Slaughter
added. He noted an increase in farmers market

sales during the pandemic, when supply chain
issues resulted in empty grocery store shelves—
highlighting the “importance of being able to de-
pend on your local producers and community.”

Additionally, year-round farmers markets of-
fer consumers the chance to “get to know your
farmers, crafters and bakers and support your
neighbors,” said Abingdon Farmers Market
manager David McLeish.

Locally owned retailers like farmers markets
return more than three times as much of their
sales to the local economy, and growers selling
locally create 13 full-time jobs per $1 million in
revenue earned, according to data from USDA’s
Economic Research Service and Colorado State
University.

The Abingdon Farmers Market, Lynchburg
Community Market and others across Virginia
host special events throughout the year in sup-
port of local businesses, including upcoming Val-
entine’s Day specials.

To find a farmers market near you, visit vir-
giniagrown.com or use the Virginia Farmers
Market Trail map at vafma.org/find-market.

State Fair of Virginia
calling all ‘Ag Superheroes’

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s an ag su-
perhero! The State Fair of Virginia is
encouraging individuals to nominate
Virginia’s agricultural stars for its
2024 Ag Superhero Trading Cards.

Following the success of the pro-
gram’s launch last year, fair orga-
nizers are seeking a new round of
nominations to celebrate those who
contribute to and exemplify Virgin-
1a’s agricultural sector. Nominations
will be accepted through Feb. 26, and
12 Virginians working in various ag-
riculture and natural resources pro-
fessions will be featured on the cards.

“An individual working in agricul-
ture and related fields is not your
average person,” noted Sarah Jane
Thomsen, manager of agriculture
education and strategic partnerships
programming for the State Fair.
“Agriculture today is sprinkled with
technology, science, passion, dedica-
tion and advocacy. It encompasses
hundreds of career opportunities and
skillsets, all with a goal bigger than
oneself to feed the world and protect
the land for future generations.”

The commonwealth is known for its
rich array of agriculture and natural
resources—and the trading cards aim
to showcase that diversity. Nominees
can include not only farmers, but also
anyone in agriculture- and natural
resources-related jobs like crop re-
searchers, health care workers who
serve farmers or agriculture advo-
cates.

“I think the range is amazing,” said
Candace Monaghan, owner of Beaver
Dam Sunflowers in Botetourt Coun-
ty and one of last year’s ag superhe-
roes. “You had drivers (on the cards)
as well. Without those drivers, farm
products are not going to get where
they need to be. You had vegetable
farmers and then you had people like
me who are involved in agritourism.”

Monaghan added that participat-
ing in the program was “a lot of fun.”
She and several other ag superheroes
donned capes and passed out cards
to fairgoers while sharing their own
unique agriculture stories.

“It’s not every day you get to have
your face on a trading card,” she
quipped.

In addition to being handed out
during the 2024 State Fair of Virginia
and its Educational Expo, the trading
cards will be distributed to teachers
as educational resources, along with
related lesson plans and activities.

To nominate an ag superhero, visit
bit.ly/Ag-Superheroes. Nominations
will be reviewed by a committee that
will select 12 individuals to be fea-
tured on the 2024 trading cards. Oth-
er nominees may be featured on cards
in future years.

Sponsorship opportunities to sup-
port production and distribution of
the trading cards also are available.

To view last year’s Ag Superhe-
roes or for more information, visit bit.
ly/3uhiKUO.

Students in Public Speaking class at Surry Community College created special poster

projects related to Black History Month. These will be on display in the central area of
SCC’s Dobson campus for students, staff, and faculty, as well as the public, to view on
Feb. 7-8, between 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each day.

SCC Observes Black
History Month with
Display of Special Projects

One of the ways in
which Surry Communi-
ty College is observing
Black History Month is
through the presentation
of student poster projects
designed to educate others
about important events in
Black History.

Students in SCC’s Pub-
lic Speaking class, taught

by SCC Communication
Instructor Emily Work-
man, have created special
poster projects related
to Black History Month.
These will be on display in
the central area of SCC’s
Dobson campus for stu-
dents, staff, and faculty,
as well as the public, to
view on Feb. 7-8, between

10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each
day. The posters highlight
people, places, and events
important to Black Histo-
ry.

If you'd like to learn
more about this special
display, contact Emily
Workman at workmane@
surry.edu or (336) 386-
3318.



