
Bid underway to 
remove supervisor
By Taylor Boyd and Debbie 

Hall
Malcolm Roach is spearhead-

ing a drive to remove Doug Perry, 
vice-chairman of the Patrick Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, from office.

Roach, who also is the chairman 
of the county’s Electoral Board, said 
his appointment “has nothing to do 
with the problems I’m having with 
the board of supervisors and the so-
lar farms.

“In no way, shape, or form should 
they be connected, they’re not,” 
Roach said, adding that he does not 
see his Electoral Board position and 
his petition as a conflict of interest, 
and he is not acting in his capacity 
on the board or on its behalf.

“I volunteer at the Election Board. 
I don’t draw a salary like they offer, 
I don’t turn in a log for my mileage 
or anything like that. The county is 
in bad shape, and it needs all the 
money it can get, so I volunteer,” he 
said.

Roach started the petition about 
a week ago, and brought it with him 
to a community meeting hosted by 
Perry Friday. As of February 26, 
Roach estimated he has collected 
more than 100 signatures.

The petition came after a solar 
farm was proposed for a property 
situated in the Smith River District, 

which Perry represents. Roach cur-
rently owns property in that dis-
trict, but has listed it for sale.

“If the board of supervisors would 
talk to people instead of trying to 
shove things down their throat, it 
may not even have gone this far,” 
he said.

Perry has hosted two community 
meetings with Walter Scott, who 
represents the same district on the 
Patrick County School Board. The 

Saturday benefit for 
teens attracts crowd

By Pat Delaney
Hundreds of people visited the 

Woolwine Elementary School on Sat-
urday for a benefit to support Lauren 
Worley and Micah Underwood, who 
suffered severe injuries in a car crash 
in December.

Attendees enjoyed music, food and 
fellowship and took part in raffles 
and a bake sale. All funds raised at 
the event will help support the Wor-
ley and Underwood families. Among 
those performing was the Patrick 
County High School Praise and Wor-
ship Team, made up of classmates of 

Lauren Worley. They opened their 
performance with a prayer of thanks 
for Lauren’s recovery.

In a video posted to his social me-
dia, Lauren Worley’s father, Chris, 
addressed those in attendance. “We 
know how blessed we are. She’s here, 
and she shouldn’t be. She’s got a long 
way to go, but she’s come a long way.

“For everybody to come here and 
support her like this, it’s unbeliev-
able,” said Worley. “We’re just ex-
tremely grateful and blessed to live 
in a community like this.”

Dual primaries 
set for March 5

Voters who plan to cast a 
ballot in the Democratic or Re-
publican primaries will head 
to the polls to participate on 
Tuesday, March 5. All polls 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 
p.m. 

Since this will be a dual 
primary, officers of election 
must determine in which pri-
mary election the voter wish-
es to vote in. The voter will 
be asked if they wish to vote 
in the Democratic Party Pri-
mary or the Republican Party 
Primary. All persons who are 
qualified to vote may vote in 
either primary, but they can-
not vote in both. The choice to 
vote in a party’s primary does 
not mean that the voter will be 

“registered” with that party. 
Virginia does not register by 
party. A sample ballot is print-
ed in this newspaper showing 
the names of the candidates. 

Voters are also reminded to 
bring an acceptable form of 
identification with them on 
Election Day, as Virginia law 
requires that all voters pres-
ent an acceptable form of iden-
tification when voting. Any 
voter who does not have an 
acceptable ID may sign an ID 
confirmation statement. 

A registered voter needing to 
vote early may do so in person 
in the Registrar’s Office, locat-
ed at the Patrick County Vet-
erans’ Memorial Building, 106 
Rucker St, Rm 216C, Stuart, 

Council approves 
listing property for sale
By Taylor Boyd
The Stuart Town Council ap-

proved going forward with the sale 
of 5.794 acres of town property at 
$10,000 per acre at its Wednesday, 
February 21 meeting.

The property is located between 
Stuart Forest Products and EMI 
Imaging on Commerce Street. The 
Mayo River Rail Trail goes through 
the property.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons 
said the council had discussed dis-
posing of the property at the last 
council meeting.

“I don’t think that we have a good 
plan for it at this point. I think that 
we have talked about $10,000 an 
acre for that property as part of 
what we would entertain offers to 
sell,” he said.

Mayor Ray Weiland said it’s a 
nice riverfront piece of property 

that was originally intended for the 
Stuart Volunteer Fire Department. 

“We were going to build a new 
building there, but when we had 
the opportunity to put our fire de-
partment where it is now, of course 
we jumped at that opportunity,” he 
said.

Weiland said the best thing for 
the town to do is sell the property 
and get it back on the tax books.

“Hopefully a good business will 
come in there and utilize it to its 
fullest,” he said.

Deleep Paul, of Singh Brothers 
Investments, LLC, said he and his 
brother, Harjot Paul, would be in-
terested in the property. The two 
have multiple successful businesses 
in the area.

“We actually run Friendly’s and 
we own some of Main Street. We’ve 

Commission approves solar plan in 3-2 vote

By Taylor Boyd
In a majority vote, the Patrick 

County Planning Commission found 
that Moscato LLC’s proposed plan 
for a solar farm was substantially 
in accord with the county’s compre-
hensive plan. The vote was 3-2 vote 
at the February 20 meeting.

The proposal will be considered 
by the Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors at a later time.
Larry Cowley, Kurt Bozenmayer, 

and Cynthia Cowley voted for the 
motion. 

Sarah Wray and Jane Fulk cast 
dissenting votes.

Larry Cowley said he voted for 
the motion as Moscato LLC’s plan 
is substantially in accordance with 
the comprehensive plan.

Cynthia Cowley said all the Plan-
ning Commission was to consider 
was whether the proposed plan was 
substantially in accordance with 
the county’s comprehensive plan.

“And I feel that they are,” she 
said, and voted in favor of the pro-
posal.

Wray said she voted against 
the motion because she questions 

whether the project is in line with 
the county’s plan.

“After having this public hearing 
and having immense outpouring 
of information and lack of support 
from the community, I think it’s 
worth further exploration to make 
sure that if we’re given a document, 
their proposal should match our or-
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Doug Perry, vice chairman of the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors, on Friday 
addressed those gathered at a community 
meeting for Smith River District residents.

Dozens of residents attended a February 19 Community Meeting. The Planning Commission approved that Moscato LLC’s proposed plan was substantially 
in accord with the county’s comprehensive plan in a 3-2 vote.

Singh Brothers Investments, LLC, (right) expressed their interest in purchasing the property 
at the February 21 Stuart Town Council meeting.

The Woolwine Elementary School gym was full of people supporting the Lauren Worley 
and Micah Underwood families.
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General Assembly passes 
bipartisan Prescription Drug 

Affordability Board legislation
A bill to help rein in 

the cost of prescription 
drugs for Virginians 
is headed to Governor 
Glenn Youngkin’s desk 
after passing the House 
and Senate with bipar-
tisan support.

Senate Bill 274, which 
would establish a Pre-
scription Drug Afford-
ability Board, passed 
50-47 on the House floor 
this afternoon with sup-
port from both parties. 
The bill’s chief patron 
is Sen. Creigh Deeds 
(D-Charlottesville) and 
has a number of co-pa-
trons, including Repub-
lican Sen. Bill Stanley 
(R-Galax). The House 
version is sponsored by 
Delegate Karrie Del-
aney (D-Centreville).

“The General Assem-
bly took a huge bipar-
tisan step forward to 
lower the cost of medi-
cine for millions of Vir-
ginians,” Deeds said. 
“Thank you to Senator 
Stanley and Delegate 
Delaney for leading on 

this legislation. Virgin-
ians strongly support 
a Prescription Drug 
Affordability Board, 
across party lines. Now, 
it’s time for Governor 
Youngkin to take action 
on this bipartisan legis-
lation to make medicine 
more affordable for Vir-
ginians.”

A Prescription Drug 
Affordability Board 
would have the authori-
ty to set upper payment 
limits on certain high-
cost prescription medi-
cations and is support-
ed by a strong majority 
of Virginians of all polit-
ical leanings.

“Governor Youngkin 
has expressed his de-
sire to address the cost 
of living. For Virginians 
struggling to pay for 
the medicine they need, 
this is about the cost 
of staying alive,” said 
AARP Virginia State 
Director Jim Dau. “We 
are very pleased that 
the General Assembly 
has responded to the 

clear message from Vir-
ginians and passed this 
legislation with bipar-
tisan support, and we 
hope the governor will 
do the right thing and 
sign it into law.”

The price of prescrip-
tion drugs are increas-
ing well above the rate 
of inflation. Americans 
pay more for their med-
icine than any country 
on earth, and Virgin-
ians pay 36% more than 
the national average.

In 2023, AARP Vir-
ginia polled voters of all 
ages and found that:

35% of Virginians 
chose not to fill a pre-
scription in 2023.

three out of four (75%) 
Virginia voters support 
creating a Prescrip-
tion Drug Affordability 
Board.

two-thirds (67%) of 
voters take prescription 
drugs, and half of them 
spend more than $600 
annually on their med-
ication.

63% of voters are con-
cerned about the cost of 
medication.

across party lines, vot-
ers strongly support the 
creation of a Prescrip-
tion Drug Affordability 
Board (Democrats - 
85%, Republicans - 71%, 
Independents - 70%).

A Prescription Drug 
Affordability Board 
would:

be an independent 
state board with the au-
thority to set an upper 
payment limit on a few 
of the highest-cost med-
ications for Virginians.

save taxpayers mon-
ey by reducing state 
and local government 
spending on prescrip-
tion drugs.

help ensure afford-
able access to life-sav-
ing medicine for ill-
nesses like cancer and 
diabetes.

mitigate out-of-con-
trol prices set by the big 
drug companies.

This cutie with the wiry coat was found on 
Mill Creek Road in Critz. He is medium sized 
and is waiting for someone to take him home. 

This handsome guy looks like he may have 
some Pyrenees in his back ground with his soft 
coat and he is too clean to just be a stray. He 
was found on Dan River Road in Meadows of 
Dan.

If you recognize either of these pups, please 
call the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259. These pooches are 
too nice to just be wandering the streets.

To view available pets, visit the shelter’s 
Facebook page. Adoption fees are $10 and in-
clude spay/neuter and a rabies vaccination. 

Pets of the Week

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Tourism Talks
Hello Patrick, 
It has been a minute since we 

last talked, and another month has 
flown by. I have noticed a lot of bud-
ding on the trees, and the daffodils 
are showing their strength. With 
the change in the weather, spring 
fever is starting to spread. That 
said, I want to highlight one of the 
County’s biggest and most visited 
areas, the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

The Parkway is one of the most 
visited units of the National Park 
System, hosting 16.7 million vis-
itors along its ridges in 2023. The 
469-mile ribbon of road travels 
through 12 counties in Virginia 
and 17 counties in North Carolina, 
connecting rural mountain commu-
nities, towns, and cities. The Park-
way generates approximately $1.3 
billion positive annual economic 
impact on the adjacent communi-
ties. The Parkway is a catalyst for 
promoting regional tourism and is 
a significant contributor to regional 
economic vitality.

We saw a drop in traffic at the en-
trance of US 58 during December, 
going from 11,470 visits in 2022 to 
only 5,046 in 2023. That is a de-
crease of about 56%. Much of this 
can be attributed to the construc-
tion. But while US 58 and the en-
tire Plateau District saw a decline 

in December travel, cumulative 
travel for the whole year has in-
creased considerably for the region. 
US 58 saw 27.4% more visitors by 
the end of the calendar year 2023, 
reaching 161,639 visits. As you can 
see, the Parkway is vital to us, and 
we will continue promoting our 
gateway communities, seeking to 
get travelers to stop before or to get 
them to come off the Parkway into 
those areas. 

So, as the weather changes and 
Spring jumps on board, we are 
poised for another great season. 
Meadows of Dan is gearing up; Poor 
Farmers Market has a big anniver-
sary coming up. Flecia will be cel-
ebrating 40 years of service to the 
community. The Merchants are 
working on signage, and we are as-
sisting with the marketing so that 
the entire 58 corridor can benefit 
from those visitors. 

Well, that is enough for now. I 
will be back soon with some more 
highlights about our beautiful 
community. Stay strong, continue 
showing love for the community, 
and be blessed. As always, tell ev-
eryone to “Come get lost and find 
yourself here!” All my best,

James Houchins
jhouchins@co.patrick.va.us
Director of Tourism

Bell named President 
of Virginia Rural 

Health Association
By Jeff Reid
Nancy Bell has been named Pres-

ident of the Virginia Rural Health 
Association, a nonprofit devoted 
to improving the health of rural 
Virginians through education, ad-
vocacy, and fostering cooperative 
partnerships. It’s a membership or-
ganization consisting of adult pro-
fessionals and students on a health 
career path. The current focus of 
the VRHA is on workforce develop-
ment, equity, and advocacy.

Bell, who is Population Health 
Manager for the West Piedmont 
Health District (WPHD), said she 
will be working closely with exec-
utive director Beth O’Connell, her 
staff, and the Board of Directors 
from many fields associated with 
rural health including hospitals, 
social services, public health profes-
sionals, university personnel, and 
other people who are committed to 
improving rural health outcomes. 
She will also chair monthly board 
meetings, review financials, evalu-
ate staff, and look for funding op-
portunities. 

From life expectancy to maternal 
mortality, Americans living in ru-
ral regions face some of the great-
est health care challenges in the 
country. Bell said that dwindling 
resources are a major concern in 
the WPHD which covers Franklin, 
Henry, and Patrick counties.

“In the West Piedmont Health 
District there are only two hospi-
tals, and they don’t deliver babies,” 
she said. “Maternal health and in-
fant mortality resources are one of 
the challenges we are working on 
by seeking funds for doulas and oth-
er resources.”

Bell said rural communities face 
other challenges like having ample 
emergency services, transportation 
in general, and opioid addiction is 
prominent. 

“Hospitals are leaving rural com-
munities across Virginia, unable to 
be profitable,” she said. “Physicians 
and other practitioners generally 
do not choose a rural area to start 
their careers, so we have fewer phy-
sicians per resident than other ar-
eas of the state.”

Bell, who began her term in Jan-
uary, said that maternal health will 
be a pet project, and she hopes to 
have some kind of pilot project un-
derway soon. She is working with 
the VHRA to address the fact that 
no delivery hospital exists in the 
entire health district. She said dou-
las are being trained and deployed 
to assist expectant mothers in find-
ing prenatal and postnatal care. 

She is also concerned about 
the aging population, and chron-
ic health issues like diabetes and 
heart disease, and said more re-
sources are needed to assist people 
with these conditions. Bell said the 

entire district also suffers from a 
lack of public transportation, and 
that is another concern with many 
older residents not being able to 
drive. She said that she is working 
with the VHRA on workforce devel-
opment to address these matters as 
well. 

Bell added that another goal is 
to help people in rural areas to un-
derstand that addiction is not as a 
failure of character but a mental 
health disorder.

Rural health has been the focus 
of Bell’s work since she joined the 
Virginia Department of Health in 
2016. She has been responsible for 
leading community health assess-
ments and improvement planning 
aimed at the needs of rural citizens 
and for implementing grant-funded 
programs to address those needs. 

Bell remains optimistic about the 
future of rural healthcare and said 
Covid is responsible for a lot of pos-
itive changes.

“Rallying municipal, hospital and 
other partners created strong work-
ing relationships that we now rely 
upon for day-to-day activities, as 
do they,” she said. “We created new 
ways of doing things that I feel are 
more cost and time efficient, like on-
line meetings and some procedures, 
and new tools were developed, like 
dashboards, making healthcare 
data easy for the public to access. 
Funding from the federal govern-
ment and passed down through the 
Virginia Department of Health, en-
abled us to hire community health 
workers, and I believe these posi-
tions will be instrumental in the 
future.” 

Bell believes that the successful 
health departments are the ones 
that are turning themselves inside 
out, taking more programs and ser-
vices to people where they are. 

“The community health assess-
ments and improvement plans that 
we lead, inform advancements iden-
tified by the people who live there 
so that programs and services are 
what they need and not what we 
think they need.” 

Bell is a graduate of Radford Uni-
versity (BA, 1982) and Duke Uni-
versity’s Nonprofit Management 
program (2010).

Nancy Bell is now President of the Virginia 
Rural Health Association.

Arrests Reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s 

Office reported the following:
*Dakota Storm Lewis, 19, of 

Martinsville, was charged Feb. 
16 with one count each unlaw-
ful dissemination of image and 
threaten illegal/immoral act 
over telephone. Inv. T. Jessup 
was the arresting officer.

*Andrew Tyler Clifton, 28, 
of Stuart, was charged Feb. 16 
with shoplift. Senior Deputy E. 
Sain was the arresting officer.

*Luther Lee Barnes, 51, of 
Stuart, was charged Feb. 19 
with grand larceny. Senior Dep-
uty A. Kinney was the arresting 
officer.

*Heather Nicole Lockhart, 30, 
of Patrick Springs, was charged 
Feb. 20 with one count each pro-
bation violation and false iden-
tity to law enforcement officer. 
Senior Deputy A. Kinney was 
the arresting officer.

*Austin Kenneth Bowman, 
27, of Stuart, was charged Feb. 
20 with one count each drive 

motor vehicle- license revoked 
suspended, reckless driving, and 
disregard law enforcement com-
mand. Senior Deputy A. Kinney 
was the arresting officer.

*Samantha Sue Moorefield, 
37, of Patrick County Jail, was 
charged Feb. 20 with probation 
violation. Deputy L. White made 
the arrest for Henry County.

*Mason Wyatt Wasoski, 22, 
of Stuart, was charged Feb. 20 
with one count each schedule I/
II drug: possession w/intent to 
manufacture/sell/distribute and 
possess firearm with schedule I/
II drug. Inv. T. Jessup was the 
arresting officer.

*Austin K. Bowman, 27, of 
Stuart, was charged Feb. 20 
with disregard law enforcement 
command. Senior Deputy A. 
Kinney made the arrest for Hen-
ry County.

*Steven Gary Rogers, 45, of 
Stuart, was charged Feb. 22 
with arson. Inv. T. Jessup was 
the arresting officer.
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Commission
(cont. from page 1)
dinance,” she said.

“I want to make sure that if we’re moving for-
ward with the project of this scale with so much 
opposition that we feel very confident that we 
know that we’re doing so in accordance with the 
ordinances that we’ve set forth,” she said.

At the start of the meeting, Bozenmayer asked 
if there were specific concerns about the propos-
al’s compliance.

“And Sarah (Wray) mentioned a few of them 
beyond what my concerns were. I felt that for 
the most part when you look at all the paper-
work that’s involved, their application is sub-
stantially in accordance,” he said.

But, Bozenmayer said there are some concerns 
that should be tried to work out before it goes for 
the final vote.

“Don’t take it to the supervisors as it is,” as 
substantially in accord, “but they should try to 
finalize these details to everyone’s satisfaction 
before it goes to the board of supervisors for 
their vote,” he said.

Fulk said she agreed with Wray about some of 
the things that need to be done.

“I’m not much on solar farms to start with. I 
know it’s part of our Green Energy, but” I felt it 
needed further investigation, she said.

Before the motion was made, Energix attorney 
Jasdeep Khaira, Esq. said the commission’s mo-
tion needed to include the phrase “substantially 
in accord.”

Khaira added the issues noted and addressing 
them will be done down the line.

Solar Meeting
At a meeting held by Energix on Monday, Feb-

ruary 19, Dominika Sink, the company’s senior 
director of Project Development, said the global 
energy company has operations in the United 
States, Israel, and Poland.

“So far, we’ve invested about $1 billion in 
America’s energy infrastructure. We’re really 
proud of the work we do in the U.S., investing in 
U.S. energy grids,” she said.

Sink said Energix has developed, built, and 
operates over 600 megawatts throughout 15 dif-
ferent projects, predominately in Virginia.

Project Development Analyst Gracyn Draney 
said the Moscato project is just outside of the 
Woolwine community, with Woolwine Highway 
to the south and Pilson Sawmill Road to the east.

“The project is 13.2 megawatts. The equiva-
lent of that in terms of powering homes is going 
to be 2,049 homes. We have a singular landown-
er for the project, and” that land is “currently 
not being used,” she said.

Sink said Energix anticipates using 120 acres 
of the land parcel, including land for the equip-
ment, storm water controls, roads, setbacks, and 
other requirements. Metal beams will be placed 
into the ground with a wrapping system, with 
solar panels perched on top.

The beams “are spaced about 8 to 14 feet. 
Between those rows of solar panels, we have 
vegetation. That’s a requirement by the DEQ 
(Department of Environmental Quality), so es-
sentially, it’s going to be a meadow with the so-
lar panels on top of it,” she said.

At the planning commission meeting, Draney 
said the construction period will be about six 
months. Aside from the construction process, 
the project will not be loud or have long-term 
traffic or pollution. It will also be hidden behind 
a tree line, with a minimum setback of 50 feet.

“However, for our residential folks, the closest 
neighbor we have is 590 feet away. Our other 
neighbors have well over a 700-foot setback,” she 
said. “As we stated in the community meeting, 
for those neighbors who are concerned, we’re 
more than happy to work with you and with see-
ing if we can get more supplemental vegetation 
or what else we can do.”

In terms of revenue for the county, Draney 
said approximately $256,000 will be received in 
revenue in the first year. 

Under the current land use for that project, 
“we would see a 62 percent increase for that tax 
revenue in year one,” she said.

For the 42-year lifetime of the project, the 

county would receive $2.4 million in revenue. 
Energix does not plan to change the panels out 
during the tenure of the project unless one is not 
performing correctly.

Draney said the plan will not impact surface 
water or groundwater resources, and will be out-
side of flood zones.

“In terms of economic benefits to the county, 
not only will the county have tax revenue, but 
also we like to work with local contractors. That 
is just another means of us providing” economic 
benefits for the county, she said.

Solar preserves the land for future uses, she 
said. At the end of the project’s lifetime, decom-
missioning the project means removing all above 
ground equipment. 

To ensure that is done properly, Draney said 
no matter what happens, the company will issue 
a surety bond to the county.

“This is just one way to say, ‘no matter what 
happens, decommissioning will still occur.’ We 
have a third-party engineering company that 
helps with the decommissioning plan, so this is 
updated every five years to account for different 
factors, such as inflation or industry factors to 
make sure that number is constantly updating 
every five years,” she said.

The project will not introduce hazardous mate-
rials into the atmosphere, soil, or water, Draney 
said.

“We work with all of those state agencies to 
ensure that does not happen throughout the du-
ration of the project,” she said, adding that En-
ergix works closely with DEQ and invites it to 
all sites voluntarily.

“This is just one of our measures to make sure 
we are constantly in compliance with DEQ stan-
dards that are set forth. We go above and be-
yond,” she said.

Wray questioned the proposed project.
“I’m curious on the setbacks. You mentioned 

50-foot, but our ordinance is set up as 75- foot 
for public right of ways as well as buildings and 
adjoining parcels,” she said.

Draney said this was one of the setback done 
with Fairystone Solar, LLC, another solar proj-
ect in the county. She added that Energix is will-
ing to take another look and work through the 
issue.

Doug Perry, vice-chairman of the Board of Su-
pervisors and liaison to the commission, asked 
about the monitoring system for the panels.

“We have software that every module is con-
nected to, so if there is anything that happens 
to the panel in terms of performance or damage, 
it’s immediately reported so that it can be fixed,” 
Draney said, adding the monitoring will be done 
remotely.

Several residents also spoke at the meeting, 
and asked questions of Project Development An-
alyst Danielle Corsan.

Mary Beth Clement, Debbie Foley, and Grant 
Foley spoke about the impact the project would 
have on the area’s view shed and potential im-
pacts to tourism.

Clement said she wants to know if the com-
prehensive plan addresses the other economic 
impacts the project may have.

“The fact that this is going to be visible from 
Fred Clifton Park overlook and scenic overlooks 
from the parkway, it’s going to damage tourism 
in this county, which is the biggest economic 
driver that we have,” she said.

Clement asked whether the revenue the coun-
ty receives from the project would replace the 
tourism dollars that will be lost, “because nobody 
is going to come here to go up on that mountain 
and stand at an overlook and see the solar pan-
els. You can see that property right now from 
the overlook,” she said.

Foley said she knows the view shed is part of 
the comprehensive plan, and added that the rea-
son tourists visit is because of the pristine and 
untouched land.

“This simple life, isn’t that our motto? If we 
wanted to have these types of things, let them go 
somewhere else where the grade is flat. My view 
shed … when you look at that, and we talked 
about this last night, if you look at my property 
it’s 700 feet, my mother-in-law’s is another 700 
feet, and uncle’s is another 700 feet,” she said.

Foley said one important thing for people to 
remember is the area is in the hollow.

“My mother-in-law, 700 feet above us. Our 
uncle, 700 feet above her. When you’re coming 

down (Virginia) 8, as you’re going by this prop-
erty, if you look across from where this project 
is going to be, you can see his house. He looks 
down on all of that,” she said.

Grant Foley said several of his neighbors also 
attended the meeting. 

“We’re all on a hill, every one of us has hilltop 
property that’s going to be looking down on this. 
So, how high’s your vegetation going to grow to 
block the view of this,” he said.

He also questioned the company’s plan to keep 
the water from running off the hillside that goes 
directly into the creek.

“It’s already washing me away. I’ve lost three 
feet of creek bank since the gentleman clearcut 
his property. What’s it going to do when the 
whole hillside is cleared off,” he asked.

In terms of vegetation height, Corsan said 
evergreen trees that grow between one to three 
feet a year will be planted. 

“If view shed is a concern, we can actually put 
the trees in before the site goes under construc-
tion so that it has a little bit of a jump start. I 
want to emphasize the site itself does have a re-
ally lush vegetative buffer already, however we 
are willing to supplement in areas that may be 
more sparse,” she said.

Erosion and sediment controls used are in 
compliance with those mandated by the DEQ, 
Corsan said.

“We actually go above and beyond what DEQ 
requires. Generally, the solar sites that we cre-
ate actually have less runoff than they did be-
fore because there are measures in place. We ab-
solutely do not want to have any runoff on any 
sites that might affect neighbors, it is against 
our interest to have that,” she said.

Grant Foley asked the commission if the meet-
ing was a proposed contract negotiation or if the 
contract was already signed.  

Larry Cowley, chairman of the commission, 
said the commission was doing all it is allowed 
to do, which was to determine whether the pro-
posed plan was substantially in accordance with 
the comprehensive plan.

“We have no authority other than that,” Cow-
ley said.

“Well, I call bull crap on that because I’ve read 
the county ordinance, and it says the Planning 
Commission shall recommend or not recom-
mend a proposal. So, y’all ought to be taking 
into account everything that the people here are 
saying, and you’re not. It’s falling on deaf ears. 
You’re rubber stamping,” Grant Foley said.

LeeAnn Seeley read a letter from Crystal 
Wood, who lives near the proposed solar farm 
location.

“I do not agree with this effort and cannot ever 
imagine this project being a part of my commu-
nity and can in no way ever see it as a positive 
addition.

Wood said she sees no benefit for this environ-
mentally using the toxic chemicals. 

“This very rural community has no place for 
something like this. We must keep this beautiful 
area untouched,” she said.

Seeley said she had asked about the risk of 
38,372 degrading and potentially cadmium 
leaching solar panels in the proposed 42-year 
site to the local fishing communities. 

“The answer that I got from Ms. Sink was no 
possibility of leeching,” she said. “So, for those 
that don’t know, cadmium telluride is what is 
used in these panels are toxic which is consid-
ered hazardous by the OSHA (Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration) Commu-
nication Standard EPA National Institute of 
Health,” she said.

Corsan emphasized that cadmium and cad-
mium telluride are not the same thing, and are 
molecularly different.

“Cadmium is combined with telluride to cre-
ate the compound, and this compound is stable. 
Cadmium will not leech into the soil or ground-
water. The panels that contact the technology, 
these panels encapsulate and bind the technol-
ogy so that it cannot escape. It is also not toxic,” 
she said. 

Corsan used table salt as a comparison be-
cause it is also two different materials that are 
combined together to create something that is 
safe and stable.

“Again, there is no way that these panels 
naturally could ever leech. The only way to get 
them to, I guess, would be in a lab setting, and 
they use something called sulfuric acid, which is 
also known as piranha because it will take your 
hand off if you put your hand in a bucket of it,” 
she said.
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St. David’s Day
Soon it will be 

March and for many 
people, that means 
looking forward to 
celebrating St. Pat-
rick’s Day on March 
17th, the holiday 
honoring the patron 
saint of Ireland. 
However, a less-
er-known holiday, 
St. David’s Day, celebrating 
the patron saint of Wales, is 
celebrated on March 1st.

St. David was born circa 500 
AD in Ceredigion, Wales, into 
an aristocratic Welsh fami-
ly. He became a well-known 
teacher and preacher, found-
ing churches and monastic 
settlements across Wales and 
parts of modern-day England 
and France. He died on March 
1st (the date for which the hol-
iday is celebrated) in 589 AD 
and was canonized as a Saint 
in the 12th century by Pope 
Callixtus II.

Today, to symbolize the hol-
iday, many people of Welsh 
descendent will wear one or 
both of the national symbols 
of Wales: the daffodil and the 
leek. The flag of St. David (a 
yellow cross on a black back-
ground) is also flown on the 
holiday.

As some may know, the 
Welsh have had a long and 
storied history in our country.

Since the early 1600s, Welsh 
people have emigrated to dif-
ferent parts of the United 
States searching for a new 
life. Amongst those were a 
large group of Welsh Quak-
ers who emigrated to America 
with William Penn (namesake 
of the state of Pennsylvania) 
in the late 1600s. Other Welsh 
immigrants included the Mor-
gans, whose descendant Dan-
iel Morgan was the Revolu-
tionary War hero who won the 
Battle of Cowpens.

Later, another large-scale 
Welsh immigration occurred 
in the mid- to late-1800s.

Since then, thousands of 
farmers, slate workers, iron 
workers, coal miners, lead 
miners, silver miners, gold 
miners, tinplate workers and 
steelworkers from Wales have 
settled all across the United 
States and made valuable con-
tributions to American life.

In fact, eleven of our presi-
dents have been of Welsh de-
cent: John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison, 
James Monroe, John Quin-
cy Adams, William Harrison, 
Abraham Lincoln, James Gar-
field, Benjamin Harrison, Cal-
vin Coolidge, and Richard Nix-
on.

States with mining heritage, 
such as Virginia, Pennsylva-
nia, West Virginia, and Ohio, 
have a proud Welsh Ameri-
can tradition. States with a 
particularly high proportion 
of Welsh Americans today in-
clude Utah, Idaho, Vermont, 
Oregon, and Wyoming.

The 9th District is no excep-

tion; Welsh influence can be 
seen across Southwest Virgin-
ia.

Welsh settlers felt drawn to 
Southwest Virginia due to the 
similarity in landscape (Ap-
palachian Mountains as com-
pared to the Cambrian Moun-
tains in Wales). Welsh settlers 
also had a long history of rais-
ing sheep and coal mining, two 
things that could be done in 
Southwest Virginia.

Perhaps the most visible 
sign of the Welsh’s imprint 
on Southwest Virginia are 
the communities with Welsh 
names, such as Jonesville in 
Lee County and Pembroke in 
Giles County.

If you know of others, feel 
free to inform us!

Also, common Welsh sur-
names include Davis, Evans, 
Griffin, Griffith, Jenkins, 
Jones, Lloyd, Morgan, Pow-
ell, Thomas, and Williams. 
According to the Welsh gov-
ernment, today more than 10 
million people in the United 
States have a Welsh surname.

As you can probably tell, 
based on the common Welsh 
surnames, I am of Welsh heri-
tage and am proud of my Celt-
ic ancestry. I hope all of my 
fellow Americans take pride in 
their family linage, whatever 
that might be.

Since being elected to Con-
gress, I started the Friends 
of Wales Caucus as a way for 
lawmakers of Welsh back-
grounds to honor their heri-
tage and for Members of Con-
gress to build direct relations 
with government and business 
figures in Wales, especially in 
light of the hundreds of Ameri-
can-owned companies that are 
based in Wales.

Our two countries share a 
long history of strong economic 
links. The U.S. is Wales largest 
export destination, with near-
ly £3.4 billion in goods sent to 
the U.S. in 2022. Additionally, 
Welsh semiconductor fabrica-
tors have developed close ties 
to the U.S. tech industry. 

I’ve had the privilege of 
meeting with members of the 
Welsh Parliament here in 
Washington and in Wales.

So, I hope this March 1st you 
all will join me in celebrating 
St. David’s Day and recognize 
the positive impact Wales as 
had on our country.

If you have questions, con-
cerns, or comments, can call 
my Abingdon office at (276) 
525-1405, my Christiansburg 
office at (540) 381-5671, or via 
email at https://morgangrif-
fith.house.gov/. 

VIEWPOINTS
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Morgan
Griffith
Representative

If you enjoyed the recent 
columns by Ben Williams and 

Holly Kozelsky, they are 
available weekly in the Henry 

County Enterprise

Get your print or digital 
subscription today by calling 

(276) 694-3101 or visiting(276) 694-3101 or visiting
henrycountyenterprise.com

Concerns with SB517
Senate Bill (SB)517 in the cur-

rent General Assembly, spon-
sored by Sen. Angela Graves, 
seeks to eliminate the tax-ex-
empt status of several non-profit 
historical organizations focused 
on remembering Virginia’s Con-
federate history, including the 
Stonewall Jackson Memorial, 
Inc., the Confederate Memori-
al Literary Society, the Virginia 
Division of the Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans (SCV), and the JEB 
Stuart Birthplace Preservation 
Trust, which is located right here 
in Patrick County. SB517 will 
likely pass both houses and go to 
Gov. Youngkin.

A bill similar to SB517, pro-
posed in 2022 by Del. Don Scott, 
was not supported by the Repub-
lican majority at that time and 
thus did not pass in that session, 
but one can surmise that the pre-
vious and current bills aim to si-
lence these organizations due to 
their Confederate focus, based 
on Del. Scott’s comment reported 
by the Virginian-Pilot on August 
19, 2022, that he was sure Gov. 
Youngkin would have vetoed his 
bill because the Governor wanted 
to “perpetuate the mythology of 
the Confederacy.” I disagree vehe-
mently that these organizations 
exist to perpetuate Confederate 
“mythology,” but nonetheless, it is 
not the General Assembly’s place 
to use the power of government to 
attempt to silence any organiza-
tion simply because the majority 
party disapproves of their views 
regarding history.

I am a member of both the SCV 
and the JEB Stuart Birthplace 
Preservation Trust Board, and 
I’ve known many members of the 
UDC. None of these organiza-
tions, nor the members I know, 
are “racist.” Efforts to financially 
break these non-profits based on 
their Confederate focus smack of 

ignorance regarding both their 
organizational missions and the 
period of history they remember. 
The UDC emerged from the La-
dies Memorial Associations in the 
tragic years following America’s 
Civil War as a means for the fam-
ilies of Virginia and other South-
ern States to remember their war 
dead and the sacrifices of those 
who took part in what remains to 
this day America’s most destruc-
tive war. The SCV is comprised of 
male descendants of Confederate 
veterans, who seek to remember 
and honor the courage and sacri-
fice of their ancestors in America’s 
deadliest war. Many SCV mem-
bers are proud US military veter-
ans and outstanding citizens. The 
JEB Stuart Birthplace Preserva-
tion Trust exists for the sole pur-
pose of preserving for historical 
remembrance the birthplace of 
one of Virginia’s most well-known 
historical figures from the Civil 
War, Maj. General James Ewell 
Brown Stuart, born right here in 
Patrick County; a re-enactment 
and living history are held annu-
ally on the Birthplace grounds. 
These non-profit organizations 
and the others targeted by SB517 
have every right—morally and 
constitutionally—to preserve the 
history of this era without being 
crippled financially by a vindic-
tive government using taxation 
as a weapon.

I believe SB517 would set a ter-
rible and chilling precedent for 
whichever party is in power to si-
lence non-profit organizations for 
political and ideological reasons. 
I believe it is unconstitutional, 
blatantly political, and totally 
unworthy of Virginia’s rich and 
diverse place in American histo-
ry. I for one am urging Governor 
Youngkin to veto SB517.

David Robinette Jr.,
Patrick Springs

Commending Perry’s efforts
I would like to commend Doug 

Perry, Patrick County Supervi-
sor for the Smith River District, 
for his continuing efforts to keep 
the citizenry informed on the top-
ics facing our county today. Mr. 
Perry has recently hosted two 
“town hall” type meetings, at the 
Woolwine and Fairystone fire-
houses, presenting the latest in-
formation regarding the excellent 
performance of our school system 
(assisted in this presentation by 
School Board Vice Chairman Wal-
ter Scott), the status of the broad-
band and hospital issues, and the 
present state of the Energix Re-
newables application to build a 
solar generating facility in Wool-
wine. 

Mr. Perry also attended the En-
ergix presentation at the P&HCC 
community room on 19 February 
and was present in his role as 
Board of Supervisors liaison to the 
Planning Commission at the pub-
lic hearing on 20 February, also 
concerning the Woolwine facility 
and also held at the college.

The solar issue drew the most 
heated response from each of the 
crowds attending those meetings, 
and Mr. Perry was asked sever-
al times to declare how he would 
vote on the solar issue. Each time, 
Mr. Perry declined to answer the 
question on how he would vote, 
and attempted to present ad-
ditional information, and each 

time he was rudely interrupted 
by shouted questions on topics al-
ready discussed.

I believe that Mr. Perry was 
correct in declining to answer the 
vote question, since the public 
hearing on the Woolwine facility 
is still some weeks (or months) 
in the future. Asking Mr. Perry 
to declare how he would vote, at 
this time, is essentially asking 
him to “pre-judge” the merits of 
the issue, and while I am not a le-
gal expert, I believe that the legal 
term for making such a decision is 
PREJUDICE. 

The role of a county supervisor 
is to represent the interests of the 
citizens of his/her district in IM-
PARTIAL determinations of the 
best course of action for the en-
tire county. There is no room for 
PREJUDICE in such decisions, ei-
ther for or against the issue, and 
it is unfair for a handful of vocal 
opponents to try to bully a Super-
visor into a premature declaration 
of intent when the entire merits 
and faults of the issue have not 
yet been resolved. Please allow 
the supervisors to do their jobs. 
It is the responsibility of ALL cit-
izens to let their supervisors know 
how they feel on any particular is-
sue, either through phone calls, 
letters, e-mails, or personal atten-
dance at the public hearings.

Kurt Bozenmayer,
Buffalo Ridge
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Eliphaz Shelton descendants of Stuart
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
Last week, we followed Eliphaz Shelton’s son 

Claiborne and his descendants all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean. This week, we will look at Elip-
haz’s children that remained in Patrick County. 

Eliphaz and Nancy Asher’s second child, Phi-
lapenia was born in 1776; she married Robert 
Sharp of Patrick County on the 17th of August 
1796. Philapenia and Robert had two daugh-
ters, Lucinda “Lucy,” born in 1799 and Frances 
“Frankie,” born in 1812. Robert Sharp served 
with the Virginia Militia in the War of 1812 and 
died on the 16th of June 1814 in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. According to the National Archives record 
#11450, Philapenia received a war widow pen-
sion for Robert’s service in the war. Philapenia 
passed away on the first of February 1857 and 
was buried in the Eliphaz Shelton cemetery. 

Philapenia and Robert’s daughters both mar-
ried men from the Wayside community of Stu-
art. Lucy married Samuel Lafayette Gilbert on 
the 5th of March 1823, and they raised at least 
eight children near Wayside Community church. 
Lucy and Samuel are buried at the cemetery at 
Wayside Church. Frankie married Armistead 
“Street” Newman on the 10th of January 1837, 
and they also had eight children. Frankie and 
Street are buried at the Mitchell, Beasley, Rod-
gers Cemetery in the Peters Creek community. 

The third child of Eliphaz and Nancy Shelton 
was Archibald, born in 1777. Archibald married 
Miss Rhoda Nowlin on the 28th of November 
1797. Rhoda was the daughter of James Ed-
mund Nowlin and Ursula Patterson Nowlin 
of Stuart. Archibald served in the 6th Virginia 
Regiment during the War of 1812 and was able 
to return to Patrick County, but he died in 1816, 
leaving Rhoda with at least five young children 
to raise on her own. Rhoda died on the 28th of 
July 1854, and she was buried with Archibald at 
the Eliphaz Shelton Cemetery. 

Eliphaz and Nancy’s fourth child, Hannah 
was born in 1778. I was unable to find any mar-

riage records for Hannah; in the 1850 and 1860 
census records, she was living in the town of 
Stuart with her niece, Nancy Newman Fitzger-
ald and her husband, James, who was the town 
blacksmith. Hannah died at the age of 82 and 
was buried in the Eliphaz Shelton cemetery. 

The fifth child of Eliphaz and Nancy, Olive 
Amanda Shelton was born in 1780. Olive mar-
ried Samuel Nowlin on the 19th of January 1809 
in Patrick County. Samuel was also the son of 
James Edmund Nowlin and Ursula Patterson 
Nowlin. I’m starting to see a lot of double first 
cousins here! Olive and Samuel moved west and 
settled in the township of Little York in Wash-
ington County, Indiana.  

Eliphaz and Nancy’s sixth child, Sarah “Sal-
lie” was born in 1781. Sallie married Rhoda and 
Samuel Nowlin’s brother, Francis Nowlin, on 
the 19th of February 1801. Sallie and Francis 
had at least five children before Sallie passed 
away in 1818. Sallie was also buried in the Elip-
haz Shelton cemetery. 

The seventh child of Eliphaz and Nancy, Fred-
erick, was born in 1784. Frederick married Miss 
Winifred Jones in Patrick County on the 6th of 
February 1809. Frederick also fought in the War 
of 1812 but returned to Patrick County where 
he passed away in December of 1813. Frederick 
was also buried in the Eliphaz Shelton ceme-
tery. 

Nancy Shelton was the eighth child born to 
Eliphaz and his wife, Nancy. Daughter Nancy 
was born in 1785 and married Elam Newman 
in Patrick County on the 16th of February 1804. 
Nancy and Elam Newman were the parents of 
Armistead “Street” Newman mentioned earlier 
in the column, along with at least six more chil-
dren. Nancy and Elam’s daughter, Nancy New-
man Fitzgerald was the one who took care of her 
aunt Hannah Shelton.

The youngest child of Eliphaz and Nancy 
Shelton was Hudson, born in 1790. Hudson also 
served in the War of 1812 in Captain Abraham 
Staples company of Virginia Militia. Hudson 

married Miss Lucy Murphy on the 9th of Febru-
ary 1813; the couple raised their eight children 
in Patrick County. This week’s photo is Hudson’s 
great granddaughter, Annie Jane Shortt who 
married John Peter Woody of Franklin County. 

In reference to the whereabouts of the Elip-
haz Shelton cemetery, two local folks called this 
week and shared the cemetery was unearthed in 
October 2009, when the Main Street bypass was 
built. According to both these separate sources, 
the remains were taken to Patrick Memorial 
Gardens. 

Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreek1@
gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

Annie Jane Shortt, Shelton descendant and husband, John 
Peter Woody.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-prof-
it arm of the Association of Mature American 
Citizens

Ask Rusty – About Medicare’s Dreaded 
“IRMAA” Provision

Dear Rusty: My wife is on Medicare and 
receiving Social Security benefits each month. 
We built a house and used money from our in-
vestments to pay for it. We knew we would pay 
taxes on that withdrawal, but my wife got a 
letter from Social Security saying that because 
the money we withdrew was listed as income, 
her 2024 Medicare premium went up over 
$500. And since Medicare is taken out of her 
Social Security, that results in a $6,000 loss to 
our budget.

Is there anything that can be done about this 
situation? We sent a letter to Social Security, 
but they responded that unless her situation 
was one of only a few categories (loss of house, 
divorce, etc.) nothing could be done for the year.

The money was used strictly on another in-
vestment - our new house. It wasn’t like we 
took it out and spent it wildly. Can you please 
advise? Signed: Frustrated Homeowner

Dear Frustrated: Unfortunately, it sounds 
like your wife is a victim of the Medicare provi-
sion known as “IRMAA” – the “Income Related 
Monthly Adjustment Amount.” Each person’s 
Medicare Part B premium (coverage for out-

patient healthcare) is determined yearly from 
their income from all sources as reported to 
the IRS two years prior. IRMAA sets income 
thresholds, depending on your IRS filing sta-
tus, and if those thresholds are exceeded you 
must pay a higher Medicare Part B premium 
(and also a higher Part D premium if you have 
prescription drug coverage). 

Assuming you file your taxes as “married/
jointly,” if your combined 2022 income as a cou-
ple was between $206,000 and $258,000 your 
wife’s 2024 Part B premium is $244.60 (instead 
of the standard $174.70); if your combined 2022 
income was between $258,000 and $322,000 
then your wife’s Part B premium for 2024 is 
$349.40; if your combined in 2022 was between 
$322,000 and $386,000, her Part B premium 
is $454.20; if your combined 2022 income as 
a married couple was between $386,000 to 
$750,000 then your wife’s 2024 Part B pre-
mium is $559; and if your 2022 income as a 
married couple was over $750,000 your wife’s 
Part B premium is $594. If your wife also has 
private Part D prescription drug coverage, IR-
MAA also increases those premiums. Note that 
the IRMAA thresholds are different for other 
income tax filing statuses.  

As the Social Security office has already ex-
plained, you could appeal your wife’s IRMAA 
premium increase if she had a “life changing 
event,” but the list of acceptable life changing 

events is quite small (see form SSA-44). The 
only good news is that your wife’s Medicare 
premium will be calculated anew for next year, 
so her Medicare premium for 2025 will – if your 
2023 joint income is less than the first IRMAA 
threshold - revert to the standard 2025 premi-
um. 

FYI, it doesn’t matter what you used the 
money for. Your withdrawal was reported 
to the IRS as taxable income, which is what 
caused IRMAA to apply to your wife’s Medicare 
premium for 2024. Many people don’t realize 
that Medicare premiums are higher for those 
with a higher income, but since your withdraw-
al was a one-time event, your wife’s Medicare 
Part B premium next year should be much less 
and her Social Security benefit correspondingly 
higher.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Water—the cheapest medicine! 
Part 2
Plain tap water is best. Chlorine in tap wa-

ter can evaporate when the water is poured 
into open jugs and left to stand. The hard-
ness of the water does not matter. On the 
contrary; the calcium is good for our bones. 
Mineral water can also be used. But if it is 
used habitually, the analysis should be stud-
ied and water that is tailored to our health 
conditions should be preferred. In the case of 
high blood pressure, these are, for example, 
low-sodium mineral waters.

Fruit and vegetable juices will contribute 
to the water balance. But keep in mind that 
they will activate digestion. In small amounts 
they can be included with the meal. A vegeta-
ble juice is included best half an hour before 
lunch. If fruit juices are used between meals, 
they should be diluted because of the calorie 
content and because they stimulate the de-
sire for sweet. And your main drink should 
always be water. It is simply the elixir of life.

Dangerous Water Loss
Humans are made up of around 70% wa-

ter. Already 3% decrease in the total body 
fluid leads to a decrease in saliva production. 
10% loss leads to confusion. Increasing the 
amount of drinking in nursing homes drasti-

cally reduces the confusion of residents. 20% 
of water loss is leading to death. Physical re-
sistance and strength can also be increased 
by drinking appropriate amounts. For the 
expedition of Edmund Hillary, who was the 
first man who reached the summit of Mount 
Everest, drinking about 12 cups of water was 
crucial to their success.

Water as Medicine
Drinking too little water increases the risk 

of a heart attack. Drinking water makes the 
blood thinner and prevents it from clumping. 
High blood pressure is often a result of a lack 
of water. The vascular system of the whole 
body adapts to a reduced amount of blood by 
reducing its diameter. However, this means 
that the heart has to work more and some 
parts of the body will suffer from reduced 
blood flow.

Water can be very helpful for gastritis or 
inflammation of the duodenum. Mucous 
membranes that have enough water avail-
able act as an acid barrier. They are able to 
secrete more mucus then with lack of water. 
So drinking water is a natural protection 
against stomach acid.

Joint pain can also be a warning sign of a 
lack of water. The surface of the cartilage in 

a joint needs water to increase lubricity. In 
addition, when there is a lack of water, the 
blood supply and nutrient supply of the bone 
are reduced.

Many more illnesses, at least in the early 
stages, are probably related to a lack of wa-
ter. We are definitely doing something good 
for our body when we drink water beyond our 
thirst.

Call to Action: Know the Water of Life
Life is not possible without water. Water 

is so precious that in Christianity it is even 
compared to eternal life. In the fourth chap-
ter of the Gospel of John, Jesus is talking to a 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. She has to 
come to this well again and again to draw wa-
ter. Everyone who drinks water gets thirsty 
again. Jesus offers the woman living water 
that flows into a source of eternal life. Jesus, 
the Water of life, is just as necessary as the 
precious liquid that makes life possible. They 
belong together. Let’s keep this in mind when 
we have our next glass of cool water.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by  Es-
ther Neumann. Used by permission from 
www.timetogetready.org Courtesy of LifeS-
pring – Resources for Hope and Healing Stu-
art, VA)
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Lady Cougars fall in region semifinals

By Pat Delaney
The Patrick County Lady Cou-

gar basketball team lost to Floyd 
County in the region semifinals, 
44-29, on February 21 at Bassett 
High School. The loss ended the 
season for the Lady Cougars.

The Lady Cougars came into 
the game off of their 41-23 re-
gional quarterfinal win at Appo-
mattox County. Floyd County, 
coming off their quarterfinal win 
against Chatham, had won both 
regular season games against 
Patrick County.

The game got off to a strong 
defensive start for both teams. 
The Lady Cougars opened up 
the scoring three minutes into 
the first quarter on a Kendra 
Worley running jumper. Floyd 
County did not score for over 
half of the quarter, and Patrick 
County led 5-2 after Aniya Penn 
made a three-point shot. Floyd 
would add four points in the 
closing minutes, to head into the 
second quarter up 6-5.

Floyd County would continue 
their run, extending it to 7-1 and 
extending their lead to 11 with 
5:00 to go in the half. The Lady 
Cougars struggled with turn-
overs and shots that wouldn’t go 
down for much of the quarter, 

trailing 24-10 at halftime.
The Lady Cougars came out 

playing aggressive defense in 
the second half, but could not put 
enough stops and points togeth-
er to make a dent in the Floyd 
County lead. In the final quar-
ter, the Lady Cougars outscored 
Floyd, but with the lead, the 
Lady Buffaloes slowed the game 
down, preventing Patrick Coun-
ty from getting enough chances 
with the ball to close the gap any 
further. After a scoreless final 
1:30, during which Floyd Coun-
ty maintained possession for the 
majority, the final buzzer sound-
ed with the score 44-29.

For the Lady Cougars, there 
was more to battle than the 
Lady Buffaloes. Injury and ill-
ness were a factor for Patrick 
County. 

“We had a few girls that were 
sick and out injured. It’s been a 
rough week as far as health is 
concerned,” said Cougar Head 
Coach Tony Mosley, who liked 
the effort his team gave for the 
night. “They battled real hard. 
I’m super proud of them. They 
didn’t quit. They gutted it out. 
We had some out there playing, 
but they weren’t feeling good.”

The Lady Cougars finished the 

season at 12-12, and 5-7 in the 
Three Rivers District. While los-
ing four seniors, the future looks 
bright with most of this year’s 
team returning along with play-
ers from this year’s JV team. 
Coach Mosley likes the direction 
of the program. 

“I feel like the program is just 
going to get better. We’re in a 
tough conference, which is good, 
because it prepares us for days 
like today when we have to come 
in and play tough teams,” he 
said. 

Looking ahead to next season, 
Coach Mosely feels this year’s 
team has set the table for up-
coming seasons. 

Following the game, Coach 
Mosey said, “I told them they 
laid the foundation for this pro-
gram, and that’s what we’re 
going to build on in the future. 
That’s our expectation, the way 
they played tonight, good de-
fense, we just need some buck-
ets to fall and we’re going to be 
pretty good.

SPORTS

PCHS Sports 
Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports Schedule 
for the week of March 4-10:
3/5	 5pm	Softball	at	Franklin	County	(scrimmage)
3/6 5:30p	Boys	Soccer	at	Eastern	Montgomery	(scrimmage)
	 7pm	Girls	Soccer	vs	Galileo	Magnet	H.S.	(at	Dan	
	 Daniels	Park	–	scrimmage)
3/7	 4pm	Baseball	vs	Magna	Vista	(scrimmage)
	 4pm	Softball	vs	Magna	Vista	(scrimmage)
3/8	 5pm	Girls	Soccer	vs	North	Stokes	(scrimmage)

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Allanah Mitchell puts up a shot in the paint. Eliza Clifton drives past a Floyd defender.

Shauntel Hill fires a pass through the Floyd defense. After grabbing a rebound, Aniya Penn heads up court.

Surrounded by Floyd defenders, Kimora Wimbush puts up the shot. The ball hangs on the rim after a Kendra Worley shot.
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Community health center continues 
to adapt to meet growing needs

By Jeff Reid
Initially funded through a 5-year, 

$4.5 million grant from the Harvest 
Foundation, the Martinsville-Hen-
ry County Coalition for Health and 
Wellness (now called Connect Health 
+ Wellness) has gone through a meta-
morphosis since its inception in April 
of 2005.

“Our mission is to increase access. 
Reduce risks. Together, we improve 
the overall health of our community,” 
said Brittany Anthony, marketing di-
rector of Connect Health + Wellness. 
“As such, we will continue to assess 
community health needs and work to 
develop solutions that drive our mis-
sion each day.”

In November 2021, the nonprof-
it group took over operations of the 
MHC Community Dental Clinic, for-
merly known as the Piedmont Virgin-
ia Dental Health Foundation at 23 
Fayette Street in Martinsville.

“We are committed to providing 
quality and affordable dental health 
services to medically underserved 
children and adults in Martinsville, 
Henry County, and surrounding ar-
eas,” Anthony said. “The dental clinic 
primarily focuses on serving patients 
who are self-pay (don’t have insur-
ance) and those who have Medicaid, 
as availability of dental services for 
these patients is scarce.”

The dental clinic is currently ac-
cepting new patients and operates on 
a sliding fee discount program, which 
is based on household income.

In 2022, a mobile health clinic was 
added to help expand medical and 
dental services in the community. 
Most recently, the nonprofit group 
partnered with Patrick County to ex-
pand the mobile clinic program into 
Stuart/Patrick County to offer medi-
cal services that you would typically 
find in a doctor’s office. Currently, 
the mobile clinic also visits the Car-
ing Hearts Free Clinic every month 
to provide dental care services to pa-
tients of the Caring Hearts Free Clin-
ic.

The mobile clinic will be visiting 
the Walmart in Stuart offering pri-
mary/medical care services again 
on Wednesday, February 29th from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. Anthony said nurse 
practitioner Joanna Carter and sup-
porting clinical staff will be on board 
to welcome sick and well patients. 
Walk-ins, age 12 and older. Pre-reg-
istration is not necessary.

In addition to mobile clinic days 
for medical and dental care visits 
in Martinsville, Henry, and Patrick 
counties, the mobile clinic is used at 
health fairs, churches, festivals, and 
community events throughout the 
year to administer free health screen-
ings and/or COVID vaccines and to 

help those who do not have a medical 
provider get connected with one.

In 2023, the nonprofit organiza-
tion rebranded itself. According to 
Anthony, the agency’s board of direc-
tors and leadership staff recognized 
that the addition of new services and 
clinics had helped the Martinsville 
Henry County Coalition for Health 
and Wellness grow and develop into 
a more dynamic and innovative orga-
nization, and concluded the branding 
and names of yesteryear no longer 
fit the organization. She said it was 
determined that a new name and a 
complete rebrand would help improve 
and simplify the process of patient ac-
cess for the organization’s clinics.

After much research was conduct-
ed, and time and effort by the board 
members and leadership staff, the 
Martinsville Henry County Coali-
tion for Health and Wellness was 
rebranded as Connect Health + Well-
ness (plus sign pronounced “and”).

Connect Health + Wellness now 
has 55 full-time and 6 part-time paid 
employees that are employed by the 
two health clinics, dental clinic, and 
administration offices. In addition, 
the dental clinic also partners with 
Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty’s (VCU) School of Dentistry. This 
partnership provides 4 to 5 different 
students in the field of dentistry and 
dental hygiene to come to the clinic 
and shadow the dental staff weekly 
to gain experience. The health clinics 
also offer the opportunity for students 
in the healthcare field who are fur-
thering their education and in need of 
experience to gain clinical hours.

Connect Health + Wellness pro-
vides a host of services including med-
ical care (annual physical exams, rou-
tine office visits for illness, children’s 
health services, vaccines/immuniza-
tions, annual physicals, sports phys-
icals, lab services, and more). Dental 
care services include diagnostic and 
preventive services, fillings, root ca-
nals, extractions, etc.

Behavioral health, chronic dis-
ease management, help with medi-
cine, medically necessary eye exams, 
mammography assistance, health/
wellness education, and insurance 
assistance (including Medicaid) also 
are available.

Last year, Anthony said the non-
profit organization provided care to 
approximately 7,000 individual pa-
tients, which yielded approximately 
25,000 clinic visits. She added that 
general medical and dental visits ac-
count for most of the visits, but there 
has been an uptick in the demand for 
mental health visits.

As in most rural communities, 
healthcare is a major issue, and the 
nonprofit hopes to address those con-

cerns.
“Martinsville and 

Henry and Patrick 
counties are under-
served, rural communi-
ties that have limited 
access to healthcare 
resources and many 
of our patients would 
not be able to access 
primary healthcare or 
other healthcare-relat-
ed services if it weren’t 
for community health 
centers, like ours, that 
offer affordable access 
to these services,” An-
thony said.

“Our first clinic was in 
Bassett (established in 
2007), and it was later 
determined that individuals on the 
southern end of the county had diffi-
culties getting to the clinic in Bassett 
due to lack of transportation,” she 
said. “In 2017, we opened a second 
health center site in Ridgeway to help 
increase access for those residents.

“This is a good example of how we 
operate as a community-based orga-
nization. Our health centers and all 
of the services we offer positively im-
pact our patients and their families, 
and our community. Without the 
services that can be accessed under 
one roof at our health centers, many 
of these patients would not be able to 
access high-quality, affordable care 
and medications that they need to 
maintain optimal overall health and 
well-being,” Anthony added.

According to Anthony, the aging 
healthcare workforce in Virginia and 
the need to backfill providers who 
are retiring in the coming years is 
concerning. She said access to trans-
portation will allow patients and resi-
dents the ability to obtain healthcare, 
medications, and advanced treatment 
(also a concern), along with the lack of 
mental health providers in the com-
munity and surrounding areas.

The goal of the nonprofit organiza-
tion is to continue moving the needle 
in these communities to ensure no 
one goes without access to a doctor so 

that they can increase their quality of 
life, as well as decrease the number 
of people living with chronic condi-
tions such as diabetes, heart disease, 
obesity, and high blood pressure, for 
example, Anthony said, adding that 
all these chronic conditions can lead 
to living shorter lives if not managed 
properly.

Improvement begins with having a 
medical care provider, Anthony said, 
and new patients of all ages are wel-
come at Connect Health + Wellness,

“Those who live or work in the city 
of Martinsville, Henry, and Patrick 
counties, and surrounding areas are 
eligible for the services we offer,” An-
thony said. “We welcome everyone re-
gardless of insurance status or ability 
to pay patients who are insured, in-
cluding Medicare and Medicaid; un-
insured (self-pay) and underinsured. 
Some of our assistance programs and 
services are based on eligibility guide-
line requirements, such as having a 
doctor, insurance, or a patient’s in-
come.”

Connect Health + Wellness (Bas-
sett, Ridgeway, and Dental). Health 
Clinic hours are Monday – Friday 7 
a.m. – 7 p.m. and Dental Clinic hours 
are Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.
ConnectHealthVa.org or call (276) 
638-0787.

The Connect Health + Wellness mobile clinic offers primary and dental care to the 
community. (Contributed photos)

Dr. Eric Harrison and dental assistant Alisha Goins finish up with a dental patient.

Dr. Kate Ryan welcomes new pediatric patients to Connect 
Health + Wellness in Bassett.

Connect Health + Wellness clinic at 4944 Greensboro Rd. in Ridgeway.

PCHS’ Senior Beta Club Attends State Convention 
Senior Beta Club members 

from Patrick County High School 
recently participated in the Vir-
ginia Senior Beta Convention in 
Hampton, Virginia on February 
8th -10th. Students gathered from 
across the state to compete in ac-
ademic, talent, and art competi-
tions. In addition to attending the 
convention, students also had the 
opportunity to visit the Virgin-
ia Aquarium and take part in a 
friendly battle of Laser Tag.  Pat-
rick County students worked hard 
to prepare their entries for the 
convention, and eight students 
were announced as winners in the 
following categories:

1st Place 9th Grade Language 
Arts (Lacey Sutphin), 

2nd Place Digitally Enhanced 
Photography Division 1 (Kylee 
Leonard), 

3rd Place Digitally Enhanced 

Photography Division 2 (Remi 
Miller), 

3rd Place Engineering Team 
(Members include Jacob Lester, 
Jonathan Harbour, Bryan Clark, 
and Dhrithik Tanna),  

2nd Place Language Arts 10th 
Grade (Xena Wilcox), 1st Place 
Mixed Media Division 1 (Rylee 
Soliday),  

2nd Place Performing Arts- 
Dance (Heather Edwards), 

3rd Place Speech Division 1 
(Draysin Maselli), Beta Scholar-
ship Recipient (Kali Craig)

These victories at the state level 
provide an opportunity for these 
students to compete at the Na-
tional Senior Beta Convention in 
Savannah, Georgia this summer, 
which students are tentatively 
planning to attend. 

(This content was written by the 
club’s reporter.)

Pictured (Row 1) Taylor Collins, Joshua Freeman, Emily Eastridge, Lacey Sutphin, Maria 
Turner, Sabrina Rorrer, Daryl Lynn Combs, Remi Miller, Madi Heath, Mason Scott, 
Sasha Campos, Raeli Moran; Row 2- Whitley Kruse, Danay Garcia, Kali Craig, Heather 
Edwarsds. Mason Cassell, River Beasley, Aliyah Reynolds, Morgan Cambron, Jacob 
Lester, Drithtik Tanna, Kristie Bentley; Row 3- Mitchell Keith, Abigail Bryant, Jonathan 
Harbour, Samantha Nester, Lillian Butler, Kylei Blevins, Draysin Maselli, Paige Whitt, 
Willow Hylton, Callie Wood; Row 4: Bryan Clark, Blake Dillon, Dante Belcher, Tara Collins, 
Jymasia Manns, Andrew Hensley, Jaxon Ayers-Rosas, Kylee Leonard, Callie Montgomery, 
Rylee Soliday, Nathan Register, Peyton Hazlewood, Lily Kelly; Row 5- Owen Nutter, Xena 
Wilcox, Jonathan Turchek, Zachary Letchworth, Mason Dellenback, Ginny Nations, 
Madison Scott, Jahdoir Hairston, Betty Biggs.
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202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

OBITUARIES 

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Barbara Ruth Willard Hutchens
Mrs. Barbara Ruth 

Willard Hutchens, age 
90 of Pilot Mountain, 
North Carolina, former-
ly of Stuart, Virginia 
passed away peacefully 
at her home on Thurs-
day, February 22, 2024. 
She was born in Patrick 
County on December 6, 
1933, to the late Ervin 
Wesley Willard and Ima 
Lee Hodges Willard. 
In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her beloved 
husband, James Ru-
fus Hutchens; and two 
brothers, David Wesley 
Willard and an infant 
brother. Ruth was a lov-
ing and caring wife and 
mother. She enjoyed 
spending time with her 
family and watching 
her grandchildren play 
sports. 

Left to cherish the 
memories of Mrs. 
Hutchens are her five 

children, Barbara 
Hutchens Mabe (Ron-
nie) of Stuart, VA, Kaye 
Hutchens Sifford (Terry) 
of Ridgeway, VA, James 
Allen Hutchens (Chris-
ti) of Iva, SC, Thomas 
Ervin Hutchens (Ang-
ie) of Stuart, VA, and 
Jerry Wayne Hutchens 
(Tammy) of Stuart, 
VA; special daugh-
ter, Angela Hutchens 
Keith (Anthony); elev-
en grandchildren; thir-

teen great-grandchil-
dren; four great-great 
grandchildren; three 
step-grandchildren; four 
step-great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters, Shir-
ley Willard Clifton of 
Ridgeway, VA and Syl-
via Willard Lawson of 
Stuart, VA; several niec-
es and nephews.

A funeral service for 
Mrs. Hutchens will be 
held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2024, at 12:00 
p.m. at Moody Funeral 
Home Chapel in Stuart 
with Pastor Ervin Clif-
ton officiating. Burial 
will immediately follow 
in Patrick Memorial 
Gardens. The family 
will receive friends on 
Sunday evening at the 
funeral home in Stuart 
from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. Online condolences 
may be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

Buford Allen Barbour
Mr. Buford Allen Bar-

bour, age 81 of Spencer, 
passed away Thursday, 
February 22, 2024, at 
Woltz Hospice Home 
in Dobson, North Car-
olina. He was born on 
March 10, 1942. He 
was raised by the late 
Johnie Cooper and 
Edith Cooper and his 
biological parents, the 
late Jim Pete Barbour 
and Estelle Deal Bar-
bour. He was also pre-
ceded in death by two 
brothers, Leon Cooper 
and Doug Cooper; a sis-
ter, Carol DeBruhl and 
half-brother, J.P. Bar-
bour. 

Mr. Barbour was a 
lifelong member of Stel-
la Christian Church 
where he served as a 
deacon. He proudly 
served his country in 
the United States Army 
National Guard. He 
was an outdoorsman 
who loved gardening, 
hunting, and fishing 
and was a founding 
member of the High 
Standard Hunting 

Club. He was a retired 
welder and mechanic 
from DuPont with over 
30 years of service. He 
loved antiques and Ford 
Mustangs. His humble 
character and generos-
ity will be remembered 
by the many lives that 
he touched. Buford was 
a loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather.

Mr. Barbour is sur-
vived by his wife of 61 
years, Myra Elizabeth 
Stone Barbour; two 
daughters and sons-
in-law, Lisa Barbour 
Wilkinson and Greg-
ory Nie Wilkinson, 
Revonda Barbour Gil-
bert and Christopher 
Dean Gilbert; a son and 
daughter-in-law, Greg-
ory Allen Barbour and 
Sandra Astudillo Bar-
bour; four grandchil-
dren, Trevor Wilkinson 
(Amanda Wilkinson), 
Karleigh Wilkinson 
(ShaVun Taylor), Chris-
tian Gilbert (Makayla 
Gilbert), Ethan Gilbert 
(Amanda Gilbert); two 

great-grandchildren, 
Kayden Taylor and 
Connor Gilbert; sever-
al nieces and nephews; 
and many dear friends 
and relatives.

Funeral services will 
be held for Mr. Barbour 
on Sunday, February 
25, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. at 
Stella Christian Church 
with Pastor Steve Hayes 
and Pastor Curt Ashley 
officiating. The burial 
will immediately follow 
in the church cemetery. 
Military Rites provided 
by the Patrick Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
Saturday evening from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
at the church. Flowers 
will be accepted, or me-
morials may be made to 
Woltz Hospice Home, 
P.O. Box 325, Dobson, 
North Carolina 27017. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is handling 
the arrangements, and 
online condolences may 
be sent by visiting moo-
dyfuneralservices.com. 

William Robert (Bobby) Joyce
William Robert 

(Bobby) Joyce, age 
86 of Bassett passed 
away peacefully on 
February 15, 2024 at 
his home surround-
ed by his family and 
his special friend and 
nurse Kayla. He was 
born on Sept. 23rd 
1937. He was born 
in Patrick County 
VA to the late Lou-
ie Washington Joyce 
and Nannie Sue Tug-
gle Joyce. In addi-
tion to his parents, 
he was preceded in 
death by his broth-
ers and sisters; Edith 
Wray, James Curtis 
Joyce, Dolphus Joyce, 
Ilda Mitchell, Racine 
Craig, Geneva Dillon, 
Annie Bea Adams, 
and Ronnie Joyce.

Surviving is his 
loving and dedicat-
ed wife of 55 years, 
Jean Hancock Joyce. 
Three sons; Darrell 
Wayne Joyce (Beth) 
of Axton VA, Robert 
Todd Joyce (Lisa) of 
Mooresville NC, and 
Chad Lee Joyce (Ra-
chel) of Richmond 
VA. Seven grandchil-
dren; Tanner Evan 
Joyce, Owen Robert 
Joyce, Ryan Michael 
Joyce, Meredith Ann 
Joyce, Reed Ander-
son Joyce, Brady 
Michael Joyce, and 
Bella Grace Joyce. 
Two Sisters; Nellie 
Terry (Carl), Peg-
gy Merriman (Moy-
er). Brother; Tommy 
Joyce (Emma Dean). 
Brother in-law; David 
Adams (Bea). Many 
nieces and nephews 
and wonderful spe-
cial friends.

Bobby served in 
the United States 
Air Force from 1955-
1959 and the reserves 
until 1963. He was a 
very dedicated and 
hard-working family 
man that worked at 
various places across 
his career includ-

ing JD Bassett, WB 
Chevrolet, Dave’s 
Texaco, RP Thomas 
Trucking, Roy Bowles 
Construction, War-
ren Trucking, B&B 
Trucking and after 
retirement worked 
for 17 years at Belk. 
He was a founding 
member of the Pat-
rick-Henry Volunteer 
Fire Dept.

He was a long-time 
member of Salem 
United Methodist 
Church and served 
in many capacities 
during that time and 
later became a mem-
ber of Blackberry 
Baptist Church. He 
loved his churches 
and the church fami-
lies.

God gave Bobby a 
gift of a green thumb 
and he was a master 
gardener and had one 
of the most beautiful 
gardens in Patrick 
and Henry County. 
He also loved taking 
care of his yard as 
well as others. Like 
his father, he loved to 
cut wood and spend 
time in the woods. He 
also loved NASCAR 
racing and Virginia 
Tech Hokie Sports 
and spent many 
weekend afternoons 
of either watching or 
attending a race or 
sporting event some-
where. In the past few 
years, he loved going 
to the family cabin 
and being with his 

family and grandkids 
and working around 
the farm. He was fea-
tured in the TV show 
Renovation Hunters 
and took great pride 
in sharing his pas-
sion for his family.

While enjoying life 
to the fullest with his 
family, during the 
summer of 2023, he 
began a courageous 
fight with cancer that 
made him work hard-
er than he had ever 
worked in his life. 
He battled fearlessly 
until God called him 
home.

He will always 
be remembered for 
being a dedicated, 
hard-working, strong, 
resilient, and loving 
Husband, Father, 
Papa, and Poppy.

A Memorial Visita-
tion will be held on 
Sunday, February 18, 
2024 at Blackberry 
Baptist Church, 3241 
Stones Dairy Road, 
Bassett, VA from 5 to 
7:00 PM.

Funeral Services 
will be conducted at 
12:00 PM Monday, 
February 19, 2024 at 
Blackberry Baptist 
Church with Rever-
end Chad Janey of-
ficiating. Burial will 
follow in Old Center 
Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery, 
4410 Stones Dairy 
Road, Bassett, VA 
with Military Rites to 
be performed by the 
Ma r t in sv i l l e - He n -
ry County Veteran’s 
Honor Guard.

In lieu of flowers 
the family asked that 
you make a donation 
to either: Mountain 
Valley Hospice, 240 
Commonwealth Blvd 
W Unit 602B, Mar-
tinsville, VA 24112 
or Blackberry Baptist 
Church.

Online condolences 
at www.collinsmckee-
stonebassett.com.

Backyard bird owners urged to practice 
biosecurity�measures�to�protect�flocks�

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services (VDACS) encourages all backyard 
bird owners in the state to protect their flocks from 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). Since 
the current outbreak began in January 2022, almost 
every U.S. state has a reported HPAI detection in 
either a backyard or commercial flock.

“All poultry owners should maintain the highest 
level of biosecurity as wild bird migrations along 
the Atlantic Flyway and recent HPAI detections in 
neighboring states confirm that HPAI remains pres-
ent in our environment,” said Dr. Charles Broaddus, 
State Veterinarian, VDACS. “Practicing biosecurity 
measures reduces the risk of people, animals and 
equipment carrying infectious diseases to your flock, 
and you are also protecting other flocks by limiting 
the spread of disease.”

HPAI is a highly contagious airborne respiratory 
virus that spreads quickly among birds through na-
sal and eye secretions and manure. The virus can be 

spread through interaction between wild birds and 
domestic birds, flock to flock, equipment, vehicles, 
and on the clothing and shoes of caretakers. This vi-
rus affects poultry, like chickens, ducks, turkeys, and 
wild bird species such as ducks, geese, shorebirds, 
and raptors. The USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service maintains a list of all HPAI de-
tections in commercial and backyard flocks at www.
aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/an-
imal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/
hpai-2022/2022-hpai-commercial-backyard-flocks.

Signs of HPAI include sudden death without clin-
ical signs; lack of energy or appetite; decreased egg 
production; soft-shelled or misshapen eggs; swelling 
or purple discoloration of head, eyelids, comb, hocks; 
nasal discharge; coughing; sneezing; incoordination; 
and diarrhea.

Anyone involved with poultry production from the 
small backyard flock to the large commercial produc-
er should review their biosecurity activities to assure 
the health of their birds.

The following are a few steps backyard bird own-
ers can take to protect their flocks:

·Prevent contact between domestic and wild birds. 
Ensure poultry cannot access areas where wild wa-
terfowl or vultures are present.

·Wash your hands before and after handling birds 
as well as when moving between different coops.

·Disinfect boots and other gear when moving be-

tween coops.
· Do not share equipment or other supplies be-

tween coops or other farms.
·Cleaning and disinfecting equipment and other 

supplies between uses. If it cannot be disinfected, 
discard it.

·Use well or municipal water as drinking water for 
birds.

·Keep poultry feed secure to ensure there is no 
contact between the feed/feed ingredients and wild 
birds or rodents.

·Look for signs of illness. Know the warning signs 
of infectious bird diseases.

·Report sick birds immediately. If your birds are 
sick or dying, call a local veterinarian, cooperative 
extensive service, the State Veterinarian’s Office at 
(804) 692-0601 or at vastatevet@vdacs.virginia.gov, 
or the USDA’s toll-free number, (866) 536-7593.

Biosecurity information and resources are avail-
able at www.vdacs.virginia.gov/animals-avian-influ-
enza.shtml and www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/
animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/
defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources/dtf-resourc-
es. Additional information on biosecurity for back-
yard flocks can be found at http://healthybirds.aphis.
usda.gov.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
considers the risk to the general public from HPAI 
infections to be low. The proper handling and cooking 

of poultry and eggs to an 
internal temperature of 
165˚F kills bacteria and 
viruses, including HPAI.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 12

1. Is the book of Simon (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. How many chosen men of 
Israel did Saul take with him to 
the wilderness of Ziph to search 
for David? 12, 100, 200, 3000

3. From 1 Samuel 3, whose 
voice did Samuel think it was 
when he first heard God calling 
him? Jonathan, Saul, Ahiah, 
Eli

4. The word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper 
than any ...? Tongue, Knife, 

Two-edged sword, Wit
5. From Genesis 26, where 

did Isaac stay when there was 
a famine in the land? Gerar, 
Endor, Sychar, Lydda

6. What insect was a plague 
on the Egyptians? Wasp, Lo-
cust, Flea, Cockroach

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 
3000, 3) Eli, 4) Two-edged 
sword, 5) Gerar, 6) Locust

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit 
Wilson Casey’s subscriber site 
at www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Why have a garage?
By Van Yandell
Luke 24: 46-47 KJV “And He said 

unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day. 
And that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Je-
rusalem.”

Driving on any given street in our 
neighborhood, we’ve noticed almost 
every house has a garage. But, the 
car is most always parked outside. 

At times we’ve been out on the Har-
ley and have observed those houses 
with the overhead door open and 
those garages are stacked full of box-
es, unused (and mostly unneeded) 
furniture, and other odds and ends.

One’s vehicle is a primary and 
usually large investment. While a 
$30,000 (or more) car sits outside in 
the elements of our environment, the 
items in some of those garages are 
likely not worth the cost of a set of 
tires for the vehicle.

Cars kept outside are more likely 
to be damaged by vandals, squirrels 
and other pests. Extreme cold can 
damage body parts, such as tires and 
batteries. Heat can damage paint, 
plastic/rubber seals, and tires. Salt 
build-up from driving on icy/snowy 
roads can cause oxidation and even 
modern vehicles with salt inhibitive 
finishes can be damaged. 

To not take care of a product and 
carefully maintain it is a form of neg-
ligence. The accumulations in garag-
es symbolize how we tend to overlook 
the important and unconsciously pro-
tect the unimportant.

Several years ago, at a homeless 
mission the director asked if I had 
an idea to stop the men from leaning 
against walls and lifting a foot up 
behind them against the wall. The 
walls were being marked up and the 
residents weren’t even aware of what 
was happening.  He then said, “One 
reason many residents are here is be-
cause they did not take care of what 
they had.”

We have to be taught to take care 
of things; it doesn’t come naturally. 
Many in the world today are being 
supported by someone else. When 
things are free, it is much easier to 
neglect their care. 

Many Christians assume everyone 
has heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and knows what eternal salvation 
involves. This is absolutely a false 
assumption and our nation, and our 
world are beginning to feel the effects 
of a Godless society.

Teaching a child right from wrong 
is being omitted in many American 
homes. “Thou shalt not kill” means 
nothing. To the contrary, our youth 
and children are being taught to kill 
by various entertainment sources. 

In the 1950’s when I grew up, guns 
were the desire of many young boys, 
including me, but the thought of kill-
ing another person never entered 
our minds. We had been raised in 
a church setting, taught right from 
wrong and taught Biblical concepts.

We must protect our young people 
and that is much more important 
that protecting a vehicle. To raise a 
child outside the teachings of God is 
asking for trouble in later life.  Mor-
al values for children are essential 
to assist them in knowing right from 
wrong and good from bad.  

Is it any surprise most American 
prisons are full, and more are be-
ing built? Is it any surprise that the 
death rate of drug overdosing has 
sky-rocketed in recent years? 

How can the Christian community 
deny being partly responsible for the 
degradation of our country? We are 
not working the Great commission. 
By not telling others about the sav-
ing power of our Jesus, we are aiding 
and abetting crime and other social 
ailments.

Matthew 28: 18-20 “And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heav-
en and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoev-
er I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.”

Jesus’ last statement to His disci-
ples was to tell others about Him. If 
we are believer-followers of Christ 
Jesus, the statement in Matthew 28 
is also directed at every one of us be-
cause we are also His disciples. 

The word disciple comes from the 
word discipline and that directly im-
plies we must discipline ourselves to 
do the work our Lord directed us to 
do. 

We do not have to be Bible schol-
ars to tell someone about Jesus. The 
Bible teaches that eternal salvation 
is by a faith based belief that Christ 
Jesus was crucified for the remission 
of sin and resurrected. That is the 
fundamental of eternal life.

1 Peter 3: 15 “But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts: and be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man 
that asks you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and 
fear:”

A preceding paragraph asked the 
question concerning the worth of the 
items in home garages. What are we 
keeping in our churches that would 
meet the same description as all that 
“stuff” people accumulate? What can 
we eliminate and replace to enhance 
our outreach potential?

We must ask ourselves, what is 
the purpose of the church? Many will 
say worship and/or fellowship. While 
that is true, those are not the priori-
ties. Since the last COMMAND of Je-
sus before ascending (Acts 1: 9) was 
to preach this gospel (Acts 1: 8), we 
must honor HIS priorities, not our 
own.

Tremendous respect and admira-
tion is to be had for the churches and 
pastors that are working the Great 
Commission (Acts 1: 8). Telling the 
world about Jesus is not an option; it 
is an imperative. If a church becomes 
a self-contained social organization, 
it should remove the word “church” 
from its name.

Jesus said in Matthew 16: 18, “on 
this rock I will build MY CHURCH!” 
The church is HIS; not ours to be our 
source of entertainment. 

We are not accumulating the con-
verted lost souls to our Lord as He 
instructed us to do. Is your church 
like garages that are full of worthless 
items and the important things are 
left outside? Do not let that happen 
and if it already has, change it. 

Philippians 3: 13-14 “Brethren, I do 
not regard myself as having laid hold 
of it yet; but one thing I do: forget-
ting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Van Yandell is a retired Industri-
al Arts teacher, an ordained gospel 
evangelist and commissioned mis-
sionary.  

Watch meeting 
attracts more than 20

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 
held a Community Watch meeting in 
Ararat on Thursday, with 21 people at-
tending.  Sheriff Dan Smith presented 
opening remarks and fielded questions 
before introducing guest speaker and 
Virginia State Trooper J. M. Hylton, 
who discussed concealed carry permits, 
and which states recognize Virginia’s 
permits.

Hylton also spoke about the most 
recent laws on transferring weapons 

(guns) between individual persons, and 
family members, carrying weapons, 
whether concealing with a permit or not.  

After the meeting each of the officers 
were available to answer individual 
questions. 

Pictured are Patrick County Sher-
iff Dan Smith, VA State Trooper J.M. 
Hylton, Tom Perriello, Deputy Ron 
Martin, Taylor Smith Pruitt, and Cathi 
Clement. (Photo by Mary Dellenback 
Hill) 



10 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, February 28, 2024

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786. 
Email at kendrickpaving@

gmail.com
Carrying on the

tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm 

Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or 

757-621-5219.

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years? experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS 
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL 
GARDEN. LOCATION: 
LEFT CENTER MAIN 

SECTION. INCLUDES TWO 
$1300 VAULTS, CURRENT 

MEMORIAL GARDENS 
SALE PRICE, $2600. MSG / 

CALL – 346-620-0211

The County of Patrick is 
accepting applications 
from qualified applicants 
for the position of DMV 
Select Office Manager. 

The successful candidate 
must have excellent 

computer skills, be detail-
oriented, and be willing 

to work with the public in 
a courteous and tactful 
manner in an often fast-
paced environment.  The 
ability to maintain strict 

confidentiality is a must.  
A high school diploma 

or GED is required.  
Applicants must be willing 
to submit to a drug screen 

and background check.  
This is a full-time position 
with benefits that include 
vacation and sick leave, 

life insurance, retirement, 
and health insurance.  

Hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Monday through 
Friday.  Overtime may be 

required.  
A complete job description 

and employment 
application are available 
at https://www.co.patrick.

va.us/Jobs.aspx.  
Applications are also 

available from the Patrick 
County Administration 
Office, Room 218, 106 
Rucker Street, Stuart, 
VA.  Applicants must 

submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 

position.   Applications and 
resumes may be emailed 

to Donna Shough, HR 
Director, at dshough@
co.patrick.va.us, with a 

copy to Melissa Taylor at 
mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.  
Faxed applications will not 
be accepted.  The position 
will remain open until filled.  

The County of Patrick 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, disability, or 

age.  

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple 
Seasonal Positions!

Beach Maintenance  anger
Beach Ranger (Lifeguard)

Contact Ranger 
Food Service Ranger 
Housekeeping Ranger
Maintenance Ranger

www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs
DCR is EEO Apply online 
or at the park office:  967 

Fairystone Lake Drive 
Stuart, VA 24171 276-930-
2424 Positions open until 

filled.

      ESTATE SALE: 
MARCH 1ST & 2ND 

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM (374 
MOUNTAIN VIEW LOOP, 
STUART, VA) ANTIQUES, 

FURNITURE, DISHES, 
GLASSWARE, MISC.  

KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS, BARBIES, 

PORTS MEMORBILIA, 
COLLECTIBLES, 

NORMAN ROCKWELL 
PLATES, CHRISTMAS 

ITEMS, CLOTHING, 
SHOES & MORE! 
PAYMENT TYPES 

ACCEPTED: CASH, 
VENMO, CASH APP, 

PAYPAL.

AUCTIONS
Claytor Lake Virginia 

Real Estate Auction: 68+/- 
Acres with improvements 

in Pulaski County, VA. Boy 
Scouts of America Aquatic 

Center. 14,000+/- SF 
Event Center with Com-

mercial Kitchen, +/-1,757’ 
Lake Frontage, 16 single 
room cabins, 4,300+/- SF 

three
story bathhouse with 

counselor housing. Auc-
tion March 27 at 2:00 

PM held on-site at 4100 
Adventure Base Road, 

Radford, VA 24141. Online 
bidding available. 5% 

Buyer’s
Premium. For details 

visit woltz.com or call 
Woltz &amp; Associates, 
Inc. Real Estate Brokers 
&amp; Auctioneers 800-

551-3588. (VA #321)

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 

for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins 

II Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters! FREE 

Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for 

More Details! American 
Made Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-

ERAC home standby gen-
erator. $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 

Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 

1-844-947-1479 

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-

4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-

tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior &amp; 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 

& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality mate-
rials &amp; professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 

Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consulta-

tion now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-

ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 

https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 

and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974 

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify. 

Government program 
for recipients of select 

programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans 

Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 

internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 

Call Maxsip Telecom 
today!

1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii 

plus dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649 

per person (double oc-
cupancy req’d.) YMT Va-
cations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax and

enjoy. Call 1-855-743-
0491 for more details. Use 
promo code YMT2024 for 
$250 off. Limited time only.

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 

Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 

Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-888-

366-7596 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/vapress

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

Are you 
looking to 
sell or buy 
a home or 

property in 
VA or NC?

Country 
Homes, 

Farms, Land,
Mountain & 
Waterfront 

Property

Broker, Johnny Lambert

Lambert 
Realty

Broker in Virginia 
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646 
or email 

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full  
listings at 

www.uclambertrealty.com

Let Our 
Experience 

Work 
For You.

NEW LOCATION
Now located at 

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093

Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-733-3575

ESTATE SALE
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Corsan said it’s an unnatural process used as 
part of First Solar’s, the solar panel manufacture, 
recycling process to reuse the semiconductor over 
and over again.

In terms of fire and potential wildfires, Corsan 
said the company is willing to work with local fire 
departments on training and first response.

“We use Tier I materials and roads on all our 
sites so that it can fit a firetruck. What we would 
do is monitor the panels remotely. If there was 
ever a case of a fire on site, the emergency services 
would be called immediately and react according-
ly,” she said.

Materials in the panels would not go into the air, 
but rather be encapsulated in the panel glass. For 
example, she said there has been damage on a site 
in the Mojave Desert that is not an Energix project.

“That actually shattered over 100,000 panels. 
After the clean-up they tested the soil and there 
was no evidence of any cadmium or cadmium tel-
luride on the soil,” she said.

Malcom Roach asked Corsan to stop with the 
comparison to salt, which “is a toxic substance. 
People stop and think you go to your doctor, does 
he tell you to take salt and use it? Every doctor 
would tell you to not to put salt in your diet. If you 
think salt’s not toxic,” get a few teaspoons “of it and 
put it in your goldfish bowl.”

“Mr. Roach, you did not sign up to speak sir,” 
Cowley said.

“I’ll just take one second,” Roach responded.
“No,” Cowley said.
“No, you will not,” Patrick County Sheriff’s offi-

cer Dustin Foley, said. 
“Are you the bouncer? Wow,” Roach asked.
Mary Smith said “this site is right beside Syca-

more Baptist Church. My grandfather built that 
church. If I don’t fight against, I know Mike (McK-
enzie, the property owner), we used to be friends. 
He’s probably disowned me, but that’s okay. It’s 
important to me that we listen to the people and 
when we make decisions, we make decisions based 
on God’s direction, not just man’s.”

Ed Pool, who says he is a certified safety and 

health official with a present license by OSHA, 
posed a question to Draney.

“Dominika (Sink) made a very flat statement 
to the question by Richard Landis that you were 
involved in no litigation in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Do you still stand by that today,” Pool 
said.

Pool was referring to Landis, who at the com-
munity meeting said he saw the company was in-
volved in a lot of lawsuits.

Landis said there are several counties in Virgin-
ia that are all having problems with Energix.

“To me, it seems that you have an inordinate 
amount of lawsuits against your company. What 
guarantees are you going to do for us, so we don’t 
get into the problems that all these other counties 
are in right now,” he said.

Sink said Energix is not in lawsuits by anybody 
or sued by the DEQ.

“In the normal course of construction there’s an 
inspection. If we’re not compliant, we would get a 
warning. If that doesn’t get fixed in this certain pe-
riod of time, DEQ comes back with an inspection 
and they will issue a notice of violation, and that’s 
what we’re talking about,” she said.

Sink said there was a problem with a contrac-
tor on a project in Wytheville which created issues 
for Energix. The company does not work with that 
contractor anymore, and since that incident, En-
ergix has started inviting DEQ to inspect its sites 
regularly.

“We opened the doors for DEQ. We want to be 
transparent, and we want to make sure our sites 
are compliant,” she said.

Sink said the vast majority of the violations 
Landis referenced were administrative.

“If you read the report, there is missing page 
numbers, a missing signature. A lot of these issues 
were administrative. Since then, we’ve worked 
with the DEQ, we’ve increased the number of dis-
patchers. They have the same experience as DEQ 
inspectors to make sure we catch those things ear-
ly,” she said.

Landis asked what happened in Rockingham 
County.

“There were some issues there where you didn’t 
pay the contractor and, this was last year, they 
took out a mechanics lien on the contractor,” he 
said.

Sink said she was not aware of that, but “I can 
tell you that I know we’ve five contractors that 
didn’t fulfill their contracts, and if they put a lien 
we removed that lien on” behalf “of the landowner. 
I know that happened in Wytheville, I’m not famil-
iar with Rockingham. All I can tell you is, yeah, we 
manage a lot of contractors in construction. Some 
of them don’t do things according to the scope in 
the contract,” Sink said.

Pool alleged Energix did not fulfill its obligation 
with the contractor in Wytheville.

“The landowner, a sheep farmer, had a $300,000 
lien placed on his farm. That lien was lifted by the 
posting of two bonds, by Energix and Liberty Mu-
tual I believe,” he said. “I can tell you the litigation 

is ongoing. As of today, I’ve checked with court It’s 
not been settled, it is still in arbitration, the bonds 
are still in force,” he said.

Pool also spoke about cadmium telluride.
At the Wytheville site, Corsan said there was a 

contractor sequencing error for stormwater man-
agement during construction.

“What had happened is the contractor that we 
hired did not perform the stormwater manage-
ment installation at the proper time,” she said, 
adding this led to some stormwater management 
issues on site.

Corsan said Energix took full responsibility even 
though it was a contractor error.

“We did stop working with that contractor im-
mediately and therefore because the contractor did 
not fulfil their agreement with us properly, they 
were not paid. Therefore, there was a lien placed 
on our landowner, which we immediately lifted be-
cause we do value our landowners and we want to 
protect them at all costs.There is no ongoing sit-
uation at Wytheville, the lien is gone, there is no 
issues at Wytheville in terms of stormwater man-
agement or issues with the landowner there,” she 
said. 

Vance Agee, who said he has a background in 
mechanical engineering and worked in the chem-
ical industry for over 15 years, noted several sub-
mitted documents to the previous board of supervi-
sors that state their opposition to the company and 
the technology entering into the county. 

“We continue in opposition to this particular 
technology because cadmium telluride is on the 
top highly most toxic compound within the Unit-
ed States. What does that mean? For example, I 
think we’re familiar with black lung coal mines. 
We found out why and how it was caused,” he said.

Agge said cadmium telluride is well within the 
top of toxic compounds. “It’s a known hazard to 
human health and our environment. All the issues 
that are being voiced here, I think that is of the 
utmost importance to provide for a good decision.”

Corsan said the technology, the semiconductor 
cadmium telluride, Energix uses has been vigor-
ously tested by reputable institutions as well as 
the United States government.

“It is considered a safe technology. Again, there 
is no risk of leeching, it can only be done in a lab 
setting. That is the only way that the panel can be 
broken down,” she said.

Stuart Town Manager Bryce Simmons asked if 
cadmium telluride was soluble. 

“No, it’s not water soluble,” Corsan answered.
“So, how would someone be exposed to it as a tox-

ic chemical,” Simmons asked.
Corsan said it would probably only be during the 

manufacturing process because it is not contained, 
“but all the panels that we use, it’s all encapsulated 
and contained. It would only ever be exposed to the 
air or environment in the manufacturing setting,” she 
said.

“You all are being very naïve if you can stand up here 
and say it will not happen,” Gail Spencer told Draney 
and Corsan. “Just because they’re testing in labs don’t 
mean something can’t happen. Never say never.”
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 1052 UNION BRIDGE ROAD, FERRUM, 
VA 24088. In execution of a certain Deed of Trust dated June 30, 
2010, in the original principal amount of $104,295.00 recorded in the 
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court for Patrick County, Virginia as Instru-
ment No. 100001137. The undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer 
for sale at public auction in the front of the Circuit Court building for 
Patrick County, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia, or any 
such temporary alternative Circuit Court location designated by the 
Judges of the Circuit Court, on May 6, 2024, at 1:15 PM, the property 
described in said Deed of Trust, located at the above address, and more 
particularly described as follows: ALL OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL 
OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
AND APPURTENANCES THEREUNTO BELONGING, LYING 
AND BEING IN SMITH RIVER MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF 
PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, BEING DESIGNATED AS TRACT 
6A CONTAINING 5.412 ACRES AS SHOWN ON THAT PLAT OF 
SURVEY ENTITLED “KATIE V. LANE” PREPARED BY TERRY A. 
WALLER, L.L.S., DATED SEPTEMBER 28, 2008, OF RECORD IN 
THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PATRICK 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AS INSTRUMENT NUMBER 0802379.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit of ten percent 
(10%) of the sale price or ten percent (10%) of the original principal 
balance of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, in the form of 
cash or certified funds payable to the Substitute Trustee must be present 
at the time of the sale. The balance of the purchase price will be due 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Purchaser’s deposit may be 
forfeited to Trustee. Time is of the essence. If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser may, if provided by the terms of the Trustee’s 
Memorandum of Foreclosure Sale, be entitled to a $50 cancellation fee 
from the Substitute Trustee, but shall have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. A form copy 
of the Trustee’s memorandum of foreclosure sale and contract to pur-
chase real property is available for viewing at www.bwwsales.com. Ad-
ditional terms, if any, to be announced at the sale and the Purchaser may 
be given the option to execute the contract of sale electronically. This 
is a communication from a debt collector and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose. The sale is subject to seller confirma-
tion. Substitute Trustee: Equity Trustees, LLC, 8100 Three Chopt Road, 
Suite 240, Richmond, VA 23229. For more information contact: BWW 
Law Group, LLC, attorneys for Equity Trustees, LLC, 6003 Executive 
Blvd, Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852, 301-961-6555, website: www.
bwwsales.com. VA-368816-1.

Legal 3 col x 4”
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TRUSTEE SALE OF

1422 Fayerdale Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
In execution of the Deed of Trust dated December 7, 2009, in the original principal amount of $72,070.00, 

recorded as Inst. 090002580, in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court for the County of Patrick, Virginia, 
default having occurred in the payment of the indebtedness thereby secured and at the request of the holder 
of the note, the undersigned, as Substitute Trustees, any of whom  may act, will sell at public auction at the 
front entrance of the Circuit Court for the County of Patrick on March 14, 2024, at 12:00 noon, the property 
located at the above address and described as Lot 39 containing 0.689 acre as shown on plat recorded as Inst. 
0902579, County of Patrick. TERMS: CASH. PROPERTY SOLD AS IS WITH SPECIAL WARRANTY OF 
TITLE. A deposit of $5,000.00 or 10% of the successful bid amount (whichever is lower) will be required 
immediately of the successful bidder, in cashier’s check or certified funds only payable to or signed over to 
“DOLANREID PLLC, TRUSTEE,” balance due within 15 days from date of sale. No personal checks ac-
cepted. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation and audit of the status of the loan including, but not limited 
to, determination of whether the borrower filed for and obtained bankruptcy protection, entered into any 
repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan prior to the sale. In any such event, or if trustee is unable 
to complete the sale, or if it is set aside or not fully completed for any reason except purchaser’s default, the 
sale shall be null and void, and the purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit 
without interest. Upon purchaser’s default, the deposit shall be forfeited and the property resold at the risk 
and costs of the defaulting purchaser. Sale is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, 
reservations and conditions, if any, of record, as well as inchoate liens and any other matters which would be 
disclosed by an accurate survey or inspection of the premises. Real estate taxes will be adjusted to the date 
of sale. All costs of conveyance, deed, examination of title, recording charges, grantor’s tax and possession 
will be at the expense of the purchaser. All risks of casualty immediately pass to the successful bidder. Time 
is of the essence. Winning bidder must sign a memorandum of sale immediately upon completion of sale. 
Additional terms may be announced at the time of sale. Trustee’s affidavit and a copy of the notice of sale 
available at the foreclosure sale. The opening bid is not announced until the sale. Current sale status available 
at dolanreid.com/foreclosure-sales. THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY

INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
For Information Contact:
DolanReid PLLC and G. Benny Moore, Substitute Trustee(s)
12610 Patrick Henry Dr., Ste. D, Newport News, VA 23602; (757) 320-0255

Legal 1 col x 2-3/4”
0221 0228

ABC NOTICE
DKP Properties Inc trading as 
Dry Pond Convenience, 2236 
Dry Pond HWY, Stuart, Patrick 
County, VA 24171-3882.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for 
a Off-Premises of Beer and Wine 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages.
Harjot Paul, President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0228 0306

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 
will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, March 11, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building located at 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia, to discuss 
the Fairy Stone Solar Siting Agreement. The hearing will begin at 
6:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor Courtroom in the Patrick County Veterans 
Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Virginia. Action will 
be taken at the meeting. If you would like to review the Fairy Stone 
Solar Siting Agreement, you may do so at the County Administration 
Office, Suite 218.
If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please 
contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

Commission
(cont. from page 3)

Mary Smith cried when she spoke about the Sycamore 
Baptist Church her grandfather helped build. The Moscato 
site will be near the church.

Doug Perry (at podium) and Walter Scott hosted a 
community meeting Friday. Perry is the vice-chairman 
of the Patrick County Board of Supervisors. Scott is his 
counterpart on the Patrick County School Board.

Energix Project Development Analyst Danielle Corsan (left) 
and Project Development Analyst Gracyn Draney answered 
questions at the Planning Commission meeting.
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NOTICE
 All announcements 
to be included in the 

Community Calendar must 
be received by 5 p.m. 
on Friday the week 
before publish date. 

Items are published as 
space permits. Email to: 
dhall@theenterprise.net

Meetings

Monday, March 11
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Thursday, March 14
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the school board administration 
building.

Wednesday, March 20
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. 

in the Town Office.

Events

Wednesday, Feb. 28
The Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 

will be closed. It will reopen for normal business 
hours on Thursday, Feb. 29.

Friday, March 1
The Woolwine Community Food Pantry will 

be at the Smith River Rescue Squad building 
from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 2
A community breakfast will be held at JEB 

Stuart Rescue Squad from 7-10 a.m. Plates are 
$8 and dine in, carry out, and curb service op-
tions are available. Orders can be placed by call-
ing 276-694-6171.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will serve breakfast 
from 7:30-10:30 a.m. Adult plates are $8 and 
consist of sausage, eggs, biscuits, gravy, pan-
cakes, and orange juice, coffee, or water. Kids 
plates are $5. Proceeds go to help fund commu-
nity service projects. The club building is located 
at 4711 Ararat Highway in Ararat.

Springs of Life Camp hosts a Scentsy Bingo 
Fundraiser. Doors open at 6pm, games start at 7 
p.m. Concessions are available.

Saturday, March 9
A Hunters Education Class will be held at 10 

Via Ave in Stuart from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is for 
hunters 12 and up to be able to obtain a hunting 
license. Lunch will be provided. Register at dwr.
Virginia.gov. For questions call Jonathan Scott 
at 276-229-1700.

The Patrick County Master Gardeners Associ-
ation will host its 15th annual Gardening Sym-

posium at Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is 
$10, payable at the door. Horticulturists Eli 
Roberson and Eric Jackson are featured. Ven-
dors on site. Light refreshments provided. Visit 
mgpcva@gmail.com more information.

Mayo Mountain Church will hold a free com-
munity meal, a fish fry, starting at 6 p.m. The 
church is located at 3977 Dry Pond Highway, 
Stuart.

 
Huge Estate/Yard sale fundraiser for Scholar-

ships for kids in need at Ross Harbour Church 
on Elamsville Road. Inside doors open at 8 a.m. 
Outside by 7 a.m.  The women’s group will have 
biscuits, coffee, drinks, etc., for sale.

Wednesday, March 13
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-

tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. 
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30 
a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 
p.m.

Thursday, March 14
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 

will meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at 
Rotary Field in Stuart. Entertainment will be 
provided by Herbert and Tina Conner. Pizza, 
tossed salad, and beverages will be provided. 
Attendees are asked to bring desserts to share 
with the group.

Friday, March 15
The Woolwine Community Food Pantry will 

be at the Fairystone park Volunteer Fire De-
partment from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 16
Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 

hold a country breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m. 
Adult plates are $10 each with child plates being 
$8 each. All take out plates are $10 each. Call in 
orders can be made by calling (276) 930-2113.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, 
or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story Time 
with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, with 
books, songs, finger plays, and more. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month 
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista Ave 
in Stuart. New members or volunteers are wel-
come to join. For more information, call (276) 
693-6018.

The Patrick County Library will hold the 
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intended 
for school age children. For more information, 
call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Introduction to Zen Meditation and Zen Bud-
dhism at the Blue Ridge Regional Library Stu-
art site, second and fourth Tuesday, 1:30 – 2:30 
p.m.

The Patrick County Recreation Department 
offers a Tai Chi Flow class for seniors on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 3-4 p.m. in the Hooker 
Building at Rotary Field in Stuart. No experi-
ence needed; wear comfortable clothing and 
sneakers. Registration is not required. Call the 
Park Office at (276) 694-3917 for more informa-
tion. 

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart 
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

Last Tuesday of each month, Golden Oldies, 
Open Jam at Willis Gap Community Center, 
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, with 50s, 60s, 70s 
Rock and Roll. Doors open at 6 p.m. Music gets 
underway at 7. Food is available. 

Willis Gap Community Center will hold an 
Open Jam Acoustic every Friday night with 
doors opening at 6 p.m. for hotdogs, chips, can-
dies, popcorn, coffee, and assorted sodas. From 
7-10 p.m. there will be old time country, blue-
grass, and gospel music. A 50/50 drawing will be 
held at about 8:15 p.m.

Funds�earmarked�to�Confront�the�Wildfire�Crisis
Virginia is among several states eligible for 

a portion of an additional $100 million of Infla-
tion Reduction Act funding that will be allocated 
this year in a competitive internal process under 
the Collaborative Wildfire Risk Reduction Pro-
gram to expand work outside the 21 designated 
Wildfire Crisis Strategy landscapes, focusing on 
work with non-traditional partners that repre-
sent underserved and minority-based communi-
ties to help with project implementation.

This Collaborative Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Program (CWRRP) will be funded by Inflation 
Reduction Act hazardous fuels dollars, which 
must be used on National Forest System land 
in the Wildland Urban Interface, where national 
forests meet homes and communities. 

There are 24 states that meet the criteria for 
this program, including 13 states in the South, 
Midwest and East. The internal competitive pro-
cess allows national forests to demonstrate their 
ability to move forward quickly on wildfire risk 
reduction actions that will protect communities, 
infrastructure, water quality and adjacent land-

owners.
Criteria for eligible areas/projects in these 24 

qualifying states include areas outside the 21 
wildfire crisis landscapes on National Forest 
System lands that meet the Healthy Forest Res-
toration Act – Wildland-Urban Interface that 
are within high-risk firesheds identified in the 
Forest Service Wildfire Crisis Strategy and/or 
areas with very high wildfire hazard potential.

Anyone interested in learning more about this 
internal process should reach out to their local 
Wildfire Crisis Strategy point of contact asso-
ciated with the units in the following qualified 
states. 

Other qualifying states include Arizona, Ar-
kansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississip-
pi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Car-

olina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Wash-
ington, and Wyoming. 
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Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd 1111 Spruce Street

MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.
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got Dry Pond now up in Stuart, and we’ve got 
this car wash that we just redid and remodeled 
for the town,” he said. 

Paul said Singh Brothers has several ideas 
to build something for the property that could 
bring people to the community.

“That’s what we need. We need more people 
to make this town keep growing, you know,” he 
said. “Cause, we live in Stokes County and a lot 
of our schools are shutting down over there due 
to not having a lot of people. So, the more people 
we bring here, and the less people go to Martins-
ville and other areas it would help this county 
a lot.”

Simmons said the town will entertain multiple 
ideas about zoning of the property. 

“We can rezone just about anything after we 
have an, I guess, architectural review come in 
who looks at these things and makes recommen-
dations to the council,” Weiland added.

Paul said the pricing is probably in good stand-
ing due to some of it being in a flood zone.

Weiland said one can’t beat the fact the prop-
erty is in town and has water and sewer.

‘Power’s right there, everything’s right there,” 
he said.

Councilman Davie Hoback asked the brothers 
if they had a defined project for the property at 
this point.

Harjot Paul said nothing defined, but they 
were leaning more towards the housing side.

“If we could close this deal, I’d be willing to 
close it within the week and get this thing start-
ed,” he said.

While they started in the convenience store 
business, Harjot Paul said they wish to get more 
into the commercial and apartment business.

“We own 36 units in this town, and they’re all 
rented out. Every week we probably get 12 calls 
every week, ‘do you have something to rent? 
Do you have somewhere to rent? And we don’t. 
There’s not enough places for people to rent,” 
Dejeep Paul said.

In other matters, the council:

*Discussed the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 pro-
posed budget. Weiland said the budget includes 
a four percent raise for all town employees,

*Simmons acknowledged the town receiving 
an initial offer letter from Virginia Department 
of Housing (VDH) to prepare a lead service line 
in inventory project. 

“This initial offer letter is for $250,000 with no 
match required. Assuming that council is will-
ing to take $250,000 to have an inventory that 
is required by the EPA (United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency) this year, I will send 
an email to the state and let them know we will 
gladly take their money.”

*Approved the meeting minutes.
*Discussed and tabled the noise ordinance un-

til the March meeting.
*Paid the bills.
*Heard an update on town public works proj-

ects.
Town Attorney Chris Corbett did not attend 

the meeting.

Bid Underway
(cont. from page 1)

Man charged in Dec. crash withdraws bond appeal
By Taylor Boyd
Oscar Eduardo 

Vidrio, 30, withdrew 
a bond appeal on 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21 during a brief 
hearing at the Pat-
rick County Circuit 
Court.  

Vidrio was charged 
in connection with 
the December 16 

crash that injured 
Lauren Worley, a 
Patrick County High 
School student, and 
Micah Underwood, 
a Floyd County High 
School student. 

Charges include 
felony counts of per-
manent maiming 
another while driv-
ing while intoxicat-
ed and driving while 
intoxicated, mis-
demeanor charges 
of reckless driving, 
driving while sus-
p e n d e d / r e v o k e d , 
driving while intox-
icate - first offense. 
He also received two 
traffic summonses.

He has been held 
with no bond in the 

Patrick County Jail 
since his arrest.

Vidrio, who was 
wearing a striped 
orange and white 
jumpsuit Wednes-
day, appeared vir-
tually. His defense 
attorney, John Son-
deregger, was in the 
court room.

Circuit Court 
Judge James McGar-
ry said the appeal 
could be requested 
at a later date, if de-
sired.

About two dozen 
people attended the 
trial, most of them 
in support of Worley 
and Underwood.

Chris Worley, Lau-
ren’s father, was 

scheduled to speak 
at the hearing virtu-
ally.

Jason Underwood, 
Micah’s father, also 
attended the tri-
al wearing two teal 
Team Lauren wrist-
bands. He was ready 
to take the stand.

“I’m not real sure” 
what’s going on. 
“I’m trying to un-
derstand,” he said 
following the bond 
request withdrawal.

Underwood said 
he was happy a trial 
will be held.

“I just want justice 
to be served for Mi-
cah’s and Lauren’s 
sakes,” he said.

meetings were intended to update residents on var-
ious happenings in the district – not as hearings on 
the proposed solar farm.

The Planning Commission and the Board of Su-
pervisors have held multiple meetings and hearings 
on the solar proposals – both from Moscato, LLC 
and Fairy Stone Solar, LLC, subsidiaries of Energix 
US, LLC, a renewables company based in Arlington, 
VA. 

At the beginning of the process, Roach said the 
Planning Commission held public meetings on the 
proposal, “and they turned a deaf ear to what the 
people wanted in the ordinance. The people asked 
for certain things, and actually none of it was put 
in there.”

At the February 20 Planning Commission meet-
ing, Roach said the paperwork for Moscato, LLC, a 
subsidiary of Energix Solar, was approved for the 
Woolwine project.

“Even though it doesn’t meet the requirements of 
the solar ordinance. So now, it’s being pushed to the 
board of supervisors and at that meeting with the 
Planning Committee the room was jammed at the 
college,” he said.

“At that meeting,” several speakers expressed 

opposition to the proposal, and “told the board of 
supervisors they didn’t want that, that what they 
wanted in the ordinance wasn’t in there.”

Roach alleged the board turned a deaf ear and 
passed the ordinance anyway.

The commission considered the proposal only as it 
relates to the county’s Comprehensive Plan. A ma-
jority determined that it was in line with the plan, 
with two of the five-member commission voting 
against the proposal.

“The Planning Committee pushed that ordinance 
to the board of supervisors for approval,” Roach said.

The Board of Supervisors will consider the Fairy 
Stone proposal on March 11.

It has 45 days after approval by the Planning 
Commission to consider the Moscato project.

“Everything that’s happened so far tells me that 
the board of supervisors is going to hide behind the 
ordinance and push this through. If it takes a pe-
tition to get a supervisor removed to actually get 
their attention and have them pay attention to the 
people, then I guess that’s what we’ll have to do,” 
Roach said.

“If they had just sat down and talked to the peo-
ple like they had some intelligence instead of trying 

to jam this down their throat, it would have never 
gone this far,” Roach said, adding that he’s not sure 
if he’ll submit the petition.

Roach moved here about seven years ago from 
Philadelphia, attracted by the pristine environment. 
He listed his property for sale about a month ago.

“We’re not sure where we’re going to move to yet. 
We actually might move to another property in Pat-
rick County, or we may buy two or three properties 
in Patrick County. Or, at 70 years old, I just might 
retire to Florida,” he said.

Roach began his three-year term on the Elector-
al Board on Jan. 1, after his name was submitted 
by the chairman of the local Republican committee. 
Members are appointed by the chief judge of the ju-
dicial circuit for the locality or the judge’s designee. 

Neither Martinsville Circuit Court Judge Carter 
Greer, who is the Chief Justice, nor Patrick County 
Circuit Court Judge Marcus Brinks, returned calls 
for comment Monday.

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment.

Benjamin “Ed” Pool, vice-chairman of the Elector-
al Board, and Warren Rodgers, its secretary, also 
did not return calls for comment.
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Primary Elections
(cont. from page 1)

The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Board of 
Supervisors of Patrick County, in accordance with Section 
33.2-331 of the Code of Virginia, will conduct a joint public hearing 
on the Third Floor of the Veteran’s Memorial Building located in 
Stuart, Virginia at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 11, 2024.

The purpose of this public hearing is to receive public comment 
on the proposed Secondary Six-Year Plan for Fiscal Years 
2024/25 through 2029/30 in Patrick County, and the Secondary 
System Construction budget for Fiscal year 2024/25.  Copies of 
the proposed Plan and Budget may be reviewed at the Martins-
ville Residency Office of the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion, located at 309 Weeping Willow Lane in Bassett, Virginia or at 
the office of the Patrick County Administrator located in Stuart, 
Virginia. 

All projects in the Secondary Six-Year Plan that are eligible for 
federal funds will be included in the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Programs (STIP), which documents how Virgina will 
obligate federal transportation funds. 

Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in 
this hearing should contact the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion at (276) 629-2582.  

Oral comments, written comments or other exhibits relative to the 
proposed plan may be presented at this hearing. 

VA 24171. The office is open Monday – 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The final day for 
early voting is Saturday, March 2, at 5 
p.m. 

For additional information contact the 
Registrar’s Office at (276) 694-7206. 

Patrick County polling places and their 
locations are: 

Dan River District 
Ararat - Ararat Ruritan Bldg. 4711 Ar-

arat Hwy. 
Claudville - Claudville Community 

Bldg. 1828 Red Bank School Rd. 
Willis Gap - Willis Gap Community 

Center 144 The Hollow Rd. 
Peters Creek District 
Dry Pond - Peters Creek Community 

Bldg. 2130 Dry Pond Hwy. 
Patrick Springs - Patrick Springs Fire 

Station 181 Spring Rd. Russell Creek 
Russell Creek Community Bldg. 1808 

Ayers Orchard Rd. 
Mayo River District 
Critz/Stella - Hardin Reynolds Elemen-

tary School 3597 Dogwood Rd. 
Liberty - Patrick Henry Volunteer Fire 

Department 3125 County Line Rd. 
Blue Ridge District 
Meadows of Dan - Meadows of Dan 

Community Bldg. 2858 Jeb Stuart Hwy 
Stuart Fairgrounds - Hooker Building, 

Rotary Field, 420 Woodland Dr. 
Stuart Community - Stuart Community 

Center (Patrick Henry Community Col-
lege, Patrick Site) 212 Wood Brothers Dr.

Smith River District 
Elamsville - Fairystone Fire Station 

6687 Fairystone Park Hwy. 
Woolwine - Smith River Rescue Squad 

Bldg. 9962 Woolwine Hwy.

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick

Democratic Party Presidential Primary
Tuesday, March 5, 2024

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your vote may not be
counted.

President
Vote for only one

Marianne Williamson
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Dean Benson Phillips

END OF BALLOT

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

Roanoke man faces federal charges after online threats
A Roanoke man was arrested on a federal criminal 

complaint after online threats allegedly posted last 
week to a Snapchat group used by students at Patrick 
Henry High School caused public schools in Roanoke 
to close Thursday and Patrick officials to initiate a 
lockdown at Patrick County High School.

The complaint is merely an allegation. All defen-
dants are presumed innocent until proven guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Stephen Karl Johnson, 35, was arrested after an 
investigation by the City of Roanoke Police Depart-
ment and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
Johnson was federally charged with one count of com-
municating in interstate commerce a threat to injure 
another person.

“This defendant caused fear and emotional distress 
to the parents and students of the Roanoke City Pub-
lic School system and for those actions he has been 
justly charged,” United States Attorney Christopher 
R. Kavanaugh said. “If anyone communicates a threat 
to our schools, our public servants, or our public in-
stitutions in the Western District of Virginia, we will 
seek to hold them accountable under federal law. I am 
grateful to Chief Booth, the Roanoke City Police De-
partment, and the FBI for their diligence in bringing a 
peaceful end to this situation.”

In a recent release, Patrick County Sheriff Dan 
Smith noted the post “about a threat of violence to oc-
cur at what was believed to be at the high school was 
disseminated throughout our community. The loca-
tion of where the threat was directed was vague.

“As a precaution to ensure the safety of our students, 
the staff from Patrick County High School initiated a 
teaching lock down. Patrick County High School’s re-
source officer, Sgt. David Haymore, immediately re-
quested additional assistance from our office,” Smith 
wrote.

While investigating the incident, “we learned that 
the threat was directed to Patrick Henry High School 
in Roanoke and not Patrick County High School,” the 
release stated.

“Patrick County Public Schools and the Patrick 
County Sheriff’s Office take these threats very serious-
ly and work together to address any threats or poten-
tial threats that may disrupt the safety of our students 
and staff,” Smith added.

“The FBI will vigorously investigate and bring to 
justice those individuals who threaten to do harm to 
our communities,” said Stanley M. Meador, Special 
Agent in Charge of the FBI’s Richmond Division. “We 
will continue working with our local law enforcement 
partners to keep our communities safe.”

According to court documents, on the evening of 
February 21, several threatening messages were post-
ed to a Snapchat group used by Patrick Henry High 
School students. 

In reaction to these messages, Roanoke City Public 
Schools closed all facilities on Thursday, February 22. 

To join the Snapchat group reserved for Patrick 

Henry High School students, users must register with 
a Gmail address. Investigators traced the threatening 
messages to a Gmail address allegedly used by John-
son. 

The FBI and the City of Roanoke Police Department 
are investigating the case.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Lee Brett is prosecuting the 
case.

P&HCC Convenes with SME, College Presidents on 
Manufacturing Imperative – Workforce Pipeline Challenge

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) 
recently met with SME, the national nonprofit 
committed to accelerating new manufacturing 
technology adoption and building North Amer-
ica’s manufacturing talent and capabilities, and 
other Presidents from each of the educational 
institutions participating in the Manufacturing 
Imperative – Workforce Pipeline Challenge (MI-
WPC) to discuss strengths and challenges in ad-
dressing the industry’s workforce shortage and 
skills gap crisis.  

The MI-WPC is a three-year pilot program 
with a goal to attract 1,000 individuals at each 
of the initial participating community and tech-
nical colleges annually, resulting in 75,000 or 
more qualified workers in pursuit of manufac-
turing careers. The estimated economic impact 

of growing the industry’s workforce is an esti-
mated $6 billion.   

Launched in Fall 2023, the program combines 
the industry and workforce expertise of SME 
with the educational programs and innovations 
of a select group of U.S. community and tech-
nical colleges, including Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College. “Through this collaboration, the 
initiative is building awareness of careers in 
manufacturing, optimizing workforce systems, 
and accelerating the education and skill devel-
opment needed to place individuals in jobs mak-
ing family-sustaining wages”, said Jeannine 
Kunz, chief workforce development officer, SME. 

“We are thrilled to host a series of both Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council and Manufacturing As-
sociation Advisory Council meetings to progress 

this public and private sector initiative and keep 
the momentum moving forward,” said Dr. Deb 
Volzer, government and workforce partnerships 
director for SME, who is leading the MI-WPC 
initiative. “Additionally, we regularly bring to-
gether those implementing the initiative at each 
institution in our “Champion” meetings where 
best practices are identified and shared.”  

Innovative solutions for attracting students 
in STEM related programs, developing and de-
ploying curriculum aligned to the needs of local 
industry, changing the narrative around man-
ufacturing, and deploying strategies to build 
stronger relationships with school districts will 
be shared nationally to grow local economies, 
reduce barriers to employment, and fill vacant 
manufacturing jobs.

 (See Primary Elections p. 15)
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Saturday Benefit
(cont. from page 1)

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795
We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Commonwealth of Virginia

County of Patrick

Republican Party Presidential Primary
Tuesday, March 5, 2024

Instructions to voters
To vote for a candidate, use a black pen to fill in the oval next to the name, like this:

If you want to change a vote or have made a mistake, ask an election worker for
another ballot.

If you make marks on the ballot besides filling in the oval, your vote may not be
counted.

President
Vote for only one

Chris Christie
Ryan L. Binkley
Vivek Ramaswamy
Donald J. Trump
Ron D. DeSantis
Nikki R. Haley

END OF BALLOT

Sample Ballot

The authority statement printed above must be removed and replaced with the appropriate authority statement for the candidate, committee, individual or group using this ballot for their 
own purposes.  Any reproduction of this MAY NOT be printed on white paper. The authority statement used for this ballot must comply with the requirements of either federal or state 
law, as appropriate. For state requirements, see §24.2-622 and §24.2-956 of the Code of Virginia. For federal requirements, call the Federal Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

Authorized by the Electoral Board of the County of Patrick, Patrick County Office Bldg, 106 Rucker St., Room 216C, Stuart, VA 24171

The PCHS Praise and Worship Team performed at the benefit. Winners of the raffle are announced.

A full house enjoyed music, food and fellowship.

Parkway visits 
trended up last year

Visitation numbers on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
increased last year, 1 million or 6 percent over 
2022, with slight increases across most months 
of the year, according to the National Park Ser-
vice, which announced last week that 400 nation-
al parks reported a total of 325.5 million visits in 
2023, an increase of 13 million or 4% over 2022. 

“The Parkway’s location, design, and proximity 
to so many gateway communities provide a wide 
array of rich natural, cultural, recreational, and 
historical experiences for park visitors,” said Blue 
Ridge Parkway Superintendent Tracy Swartout. 
“Appealing to so many visitors of so many differ-
ent interests and abilities is a hallmark of the 
Parkway experience across the decades.”

One of 429 sites managed by the National Park 
Service, the Blue Ridge Parkway was created as 
a national rural roadway with limited access, de-
signed in the 1930s for pleasant motoring free 
from commercial traffic. The Blue Ridge Park-
way travels the crests, ridges, and valleys of five 
major mountain ranges, encompassing several 
geographic and vegetative zones ranging from 
600 to over 6,000 feet above sea level. It provides 
visitors with many varied vistas of scenic Appala-
chian landscapes ranging from forested ridge tops 
and mountain slopes to rural farmlands to urban 
areas. The parkway offers a “ride-a- while, stop-
a-while” experience that includes scenic pullouts, 
recreation areas, historic sites, and visitor contact 
stations. It is known nationally and internation-
ally for its designed landscape as a scenic motor-
way.

Visitation figures and trends guide how the 
National Park Service manages parks to ensure 
the best experience possible for park visitors. The 
Visitation Statistics Dashboard provides recre-
ational visit statistics for every park in the US 
for 2023 and also for previous years, dating back 
to 1979 for some parks. There are 429 parks in 
the National Park System, and 400 parks counted 
visitors in 2023. For the first time, there are now 
parks reporting their visitation numbers from all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, and four US 
territories. Five national parks began reporting 
in 2023, and this is the first year a park from Del-
aware is included.

Thank You for reading

The Enterprise
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PO Box 1301
Stuart , VA

Build healthy habits for a healthy 
heart during National Heart Month

By Alan Hurty, II, MD, Cardiologist
The heart is an amazing muscle. Each day, 

your heart pumps over 2,000 gallons of blood, 
circulating oxygen through the 60,000 miles of 
blood vessels in your body. With so much riding 
on the muscle, it’s no surprise that heart diseas-
es are the #1 cause of death in America – if your 
heart weakens or stops beating, cells throughout 
your body lose the nutrients they need to keep 
living.

February is American Heart Month – a time to 
celebrate all our hearts do for us, and to recog-
nize what we can do to keep our hearts healthy. 
While the dangers of cardiovascular disease are 
real, the good news is that an estimated 80% of 
heart disease can be prevented. Simple aware-
ness habits and changes in lifestyle can greatly 
reduce your heart risk, and help you catch prob-
lems earlier when they do occur. This month, 
treat your heart well with these healthy heart 
practices.

 Know your health numbers.
Managing your health is key to preventing 

heart disease, and two numbers essential to 
heart health are your blood pressure and choles-
terol levels.

Blood pressure represents the pressure your 
blood exerts on your arteries as it travels through 
your body. If your blood pressure is too high for 
too long, it can damage your arteries and in-
crease your risk of heart disease.

Cholesterol is a fat-like substance found in 
your blood and comes in two forms – high-den-
sity lipoprotein (“HDL” or “good” cholesterol) is 
healthy and produced naturally by your body, 
whereas low-density lipoprotein (“LDL” or “bad” 
cholesterol) is gained by eating fatty foods. If your 
“bad” cholesterol levels grow too high, plaque can 
build up in your arteries, stifling the flow of blood 
to your heart.

Other risk factors include age, genetic back-
ground, and family health history. While these 
risks are outside your control, it’s important to 
monitor them and discuss them with your pro-
vider – the higher your baseline heart risk, the 
more vital it is to control your other risk factors. 

This month, schedule an appointment to test 
your blood pressure and cholesterol levels, and 
ask your primary care provider how you can keep 
your numbers in a healthy range.

Eat a heart-healthy diet.
A healthy diet is the best way to lower your 

blood pressure and cholesterol, and to get your 
heart the nutrients it needs. Reduce your “bad” 
cholesterol by eating foods that are high in fiber, 
such as whole grains and leafy greens, and by 
consuming fewer saturated fats and trans fats. 
Lower your blood pressure by limiting your in-
take of salt, alcohol, and added sugars. When 
choosing proteins, focus on nuts, legumes, and 
lean meats like chicken or fish, while cutting 
back on red meat and fried food.

In addition, smoking is strongly linked to both 

high blood pressure and heart disease. If you’re 
a current smoker, reach out for help with quit-
ting. Find free cessation resources by calling 
1-800-QUIT-NOW.

Build a hardy heart with cardio exercise.
Like any muscle, your heart becomes stronger 

the more it’s used. Cardiovascular exercise – 
physical activity that elevates your heart rate – is 
essential for your health, and helps you manage 
your blood pressure and cholesterol levels. The 
average person should get 150 minutes of cardio 
exercise each week. This can equate to a 30-min-
ute jog each day after work, or a couple evenings 
per week playing recreational sports. Find an ac-
tivity you enjoy and set a time in your schedule 
when you know you can get up and move.

Know the symptoms of a heart attack.
Not all heart disease has symptoms. Often, the 

condition is “silent,” with risk factors going un-
seen and unaddressed until the day of a heart 
attack. That’s why it’s so vital to discuss your 
risks with a provider. When symptoms do occur, 
they sometimes leave patients with little warn-
ing. Call 9-1-1 immediately if you or someone you 
love experiences any of the following:

Pain or discomfort in the chest, arm, neck, or 
upper back

Fluttering feelings in the chest (arrhythmia)
Feeling dizzy, faint, or out of breath
Women may also experience sudden nausea or 

exhaustion
No one should have to live in fear of heart dis-

ease. By taking charge of your blood pressure 
and cholesterol, and recognizing the warning 
signs of a heart attack, you can lift a real weight 
off your chest. This Heart Month, schedule a visit 
with your primary care provider and ask about 
the steps you can take to live a healthy life.

If you would like to speak to a provider about 
your heart health, Twin County Regional 
Healthcare can help. Call 800.424.3627 or visit 
the “Find a Doctor/Provider” tab at TCRH.org to 
schedule an appointment today. In the event of 
a heart-related emergency, call 9-1-1. Minutes 
matter, and acting quickly may save a life, in-
cluding your own.

Alan Hurty, II, MD, Cardiologist

DAISY Award winner 
from Woolwine

Kalayna Cassady, a Woolwine resident, is an RN at CNRV who received 
the DAISY Award. She has several nominations from patients’ and pa-
tients’ family members who nominated her due to her compassion. 

The DAISY Award is a recognition program to celebrate and recognize 
nurses by collecting nominations from patients, families, and co-workers. 

She is a recent May graduate from New River Community College. She 
will join the other nurses who have received this prestigious award.

Kalayna Cassady

Outstanding Open Jam reported
The Open Jam Friday Night on Feb. 23 was outstanding, according to 

Mary Dellenback Hill’s report from the scene. Food, music and dancing 
are mainstays of the events held at the Willis Gap Community Center, 
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat. 

More than 20 musicians and singers performed, with all ages repre-
sented in the audience.  Music genres ranged from Bluegrass, Country, 
old-time, and Gospel songs. 

The Willis Gap Jamming Dancers got on the floor several times to flat 
foot, and or clogged to some of the highly uplifting bluegrass tempos.

Pictured left to right are Rick Sebastian from Mount Airy, N.C. and 
Tommy Morse from Stuart, both on banjo; Dan Shikenjanski, on fiddle, is 
one of the well-known players on top of the mountain at the Blue Ridge 
Music Center.

Back row: Shane Vestal on mandolin, Jamie Graham on bass, and Dan-
iel Huff, of Galax, on guitar. 

A big thank you to the audience, volunteers, musicians, singers, 50/50 
ticket sale participants, kitchen helpers, and Les Edgell for the order of 
the Jam. (Photos by Mary Dellenback Hill.)
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U.S. cattle inventory at 
lowest level since 1951 
In its fifth consecutive year of 

decline, the U.S. cattle inventory 
reached its lowest level since 1951.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture reported that as of Jan. 1, U.S. 
cattle and calves totaled 87.2 million 
head, down 2% from last year. The 
decline is largely due to cattle pro-
ducers having to sell their herds as 
they contend with severe dry weather 
and increased feed and input costs. 
Fewer female cattle available for 
breeding means it will take time to 
restock herd populations.

“The cow herd doesn’t come back 
overnight,” explained Robert Mills, 
a Pittsylvania County cattle produc-
er and member of the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation Livestock Adviso-
ry Committee. “It’ll take about three 
years (to rebuild herds) once you 
start seeing heifers being retained.”

The low cattle supply combined 
with high demand for beef could lead 
to higher prices in the grocery store, 
as processors will have to compete 
for cattle. However, “increases in im-
ported cattle and beef will likely lim-
it the impact that will be felt at the 
grocery store,” explained Brandon 
Reeves, executive director of the Vir-
ginia Cattlemen’s Association.

“We have already seen a huge in-
crease in the number of feeder cattle 
imported from Mexico thanks to the 
free trade agreement we have with 
them,” Reeves said.

He noted that Virginia’s cattle 
producers could benefit from the 
lower national numbers, as the com-
monwealth is primarily a cow-calf 

state. Cow-calf operations are those 
on which farmers keep a permanent 
herd of beef cattle that will produce 
calves for later sale. Lower national 
inventories “should help our produc-
ers by driving up the demand and 
price for Virginia feeder cattle. Pro-
ducers will have difficult decisions to 
make on whether they sell or retain 
replacement heifers,” Reeves said.

Mills echoed that sentiment.
“Over the last two years, we’ve 

seen an increase in price, and there’s 
profitability in the cow-calf side of 
things right now,” Mills said. “As a 
cattle producer, I’m encouraged by 
lower national numbers because that 
tells me the prices will remain rela-
tively strong until we see that herd 
rebuild.”

While national numbers have 
shown a decline, Virginia’s cattle in-
ventory ticked up slightly. According 
to a USDA National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service report released Jan. 
31, Virginia’s total cattle inventory 
as of Jan. 1 was 1.32 million head—
up 30,000 from last year.

Mills noted that increase is a drop 
in the bucket compared to Virginia’s 
overall cattle sector, but it could be 
a sign that Virginia farmers are re-
sponding to the higher prices and are 
keeping more heifers for breeding to 
rebuild herds.

“That’s kinda the way the cycle 
works,” he said. “With these higher 
prices, you’ll see some people begin to 
retain some heifers, and you should 
see the cattle herd starting to turn in 
the other direction.”

DRBA will host a three-mile hike on the Farris Memorial Park Mountain Biking Trail for its 
First Saturday Outing on March 2, at 1:30 p.m. This hike is suitable for most ages and 
abilities. Outings and meetings of the Dan River Basin Association are open to the public 
without charge.

Hike Farris Memorial 
Park with DRBA

The Dan River Basin Association 
(DRBA), will host a full day of business 
and fun on March 2, starting at 9:30 a.m. 
with a virtual business meeting.

Following a mid-day break to allow for 
travel to an afternoon hike venue, the pub-
lic is invited to meet at 1:30 p.m. at Far-
ris Memorial Park, 2878 Park Road, near 
Mayodan, N.C. for an invigorating 3-mile 
loop hike.

Farris Memorial Park is over 270 acres 
of open land, forests, and athletic fields 
that offer a variety of recreational activ-
ities. The park has numerous amenities 
including walking trails and the only pub-
lic Mountain Bike Trail in western Rock-
ingham County, host to the annual NICA 
Bike Races “Mayhem at Mayodan” on 
April 20-21 and “Season Showdown” May 
18-19. 

The trail takes you through switch-
backs, over rock gardens, and small 

streams. Most of the trail runs through 
hardwood and mixed pine forest.

Before the walk will be a brief history of 
Farris Park by Cesar Chavez, Parks and 
Streets Director for the Town of Mayodan.

After the walk participants are welcome 
to stay and enjoy the other park ameni-
ties such as the Disc Golf Course, driving 
range, and fishing lake.

Participants are asked to dress for the 
weather, wear sturdy, comfortable hiking 
shoes, bring water/snacks, hiking sticks 
are a plus, and leashed pets are welcome. 
All participants will be required to sign a 
waiver.

For more information, contact the out-
ings coordinator Keith Elliott; Eden, NC; 
336-613-2966; keithmale1@gmail.com.

If for any reason the event needs to be 
cancelled, visit www.danriver.org  by Fri-
day, March 1, to determine whether the 
outing will be held.

Lawmakers signal more 
support for electric 

vehicles, charging network

By Sam Bradley
Capital News Service
Lawmakers advanced legislation to 

expand electric vehicle infrastructure 
throughout the state, which could help 
meet a looming mandate that sales of 
new gas-powered vehicles be phased 
out by 2035.

More infrastructure, such as electric 
chargers, is needed to meet the dead-
line and growing EV demand. 

Del. Richard “Rip” Sullivan, D-Fair-
fax, introduced House Bill 107, which 
creates the Electric Vehicle Rural In-
frastructure Program and Fund. The 
measure financially assists developers 
in bringing EV chargers to rural areas 
that meet established conditions. Ar-
eas qualify based on population densi-
ty, annual unemployment and poverty 
rates.

Funds would be used to offset nonutil-
ity costs, which include construction 
and some needed parts like breakers, 
conduits and cables. Developer grants 
would be capped at 70% of the cost to 
construct public charging stations. 

The bill passed the House with bipar-
tisan support, on a 71-27 vote. Sullivan 
requested $50 million over the next two 
years for the fund. An employee would 
need to help manage the fund, on an es-
timated $50,000 annual salary. 

The House budget presented earlier 
this week reduced the amount to $2 
million in the current fiscal year.

“I look at it very positively, and I am 
hopeful about the bill’s chances,” Sul-
livan said about the budget. “Virginia 
is a very big place. We need a lot of EV 
charging stations around it, so I view 
this as a good start.”

The number of public EV chargers 
in Virginia increased by approximate-
ly 75% since 2020, per a study recently 
released by the Southern Environmen-
tal Law Center. Senior attorney Trip 
Pollard is the land and community pro-
gram leader with the nonprofit advoca-
cy group. 

There are still big gaps in EV charger 
coverage. The state’s transition to mod-
ern, more sustainable transportation 
will not happen overnight and the pub-
lic needs to be prepared for it, according 
to Pollard. 

A fund to help rural development is 
important to bridge the gap between 
EV ownership and its practicality in 
rural or lower-income communities. 
Legislation can help ensure no commu-
nities are left behind in the transition, 
Pollard said. 

There has been a federal push to 
increase the spread of publicly avail-
able chargers through the Federal 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, Pollard said. The federal funding 
appropriates $106 million over five 

years to support the expansion of an 
EV charging network. Virginia can also 
apply for the $2.5 billion dedicated to 
grants for EV charging.

There is a gap in rural coverage, 
since most charging infrastructure is 
centered around major interstates and 
highways. Many rural areas in Virgin-
ia are without the type of public ports 
needed to charge EVs quickly, accord-
ing to a study from the Southern Envi-
ronmental Law Center. 

Private charging is the dominant op-
tion for EV owners. Roughly 90% of EV 
owners can install private chargers at 
their home, according to the study. 

“That’s one of the biggest areas that 
we need to address,” Pollard said. “The 
majority of EV owners charge at home, 
but if you’re in a multi-family that can 
often be very difficult to do.”

EV charging standards for new de-
velopment

Del. Adele McClure, D-Arlington, in-
troduced HB 405, which tasks the Com-
mission on Electric Utility Regulation 
to oversee the design standards and 
requirements to safely bring charging 
capabilities into new housing develop-
ments.

The commission would determine 
what type of electrical distribution in-
frastructure is needed to support EV 
charging facilities in new single-family 
and multifamily residential units.

When McClure canvassed during 
campaign season, she heard from con-
stituents who said they wanted to see 
more EV infrastructure.

“I started thinking about ways where 
we can ensure that there are more 
charging stations, especially when it 
comes to new builds,” McClure said.

The bill stems from conversations 
between home builders and environ-
mentalists on the best way to remove 
barriers and lower the costs to build 
“easy-ready and EV-capable residential 
communities,” McClure said.

All new vehicles sold must be electric 
models, starting in 2035. The mandate 
stems from the state’s Clean Car law 
passed in 2021, which adopts Califor-
nia’s standard. But 35% of all new cars 
and trucks sold in Virginia with a 2026 
model year must be electric. Lawmak-
ers have attempted to overturn the law, 
questioning if the state’s infrastructure 
will be ready and if the vehicles are af-
fordable enough.

Both of the bills are now waiting to 
be heard in committees, after crossing 
over to the Senate. 

Capital News Service is a program of 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
Robertson School of Media and Culture. 
Students in the program provide state 
government coverage for a variety of me-
dia outlets in Virginia.

An electric vehicle charger in Richmond, Virginia. Current legislation could bring these 
chargers to more corners of Virginia. (Sam Bradley/Capital News Service)

Prevent forced sales, and keep land in 
the family with a customized estate plan 

Six sisters who owned two land 
tracts on the Northern Neck decid-
ed to harvest timber on one site to 
fund improvements at the home-
site. Their grandfather’s land had 
been owned by the family since 
1893.

But when the sisters were ready 
to arrange the timber harvest and 
sale, they learned a cousin living 
states away had already sold it.

“We pulled up, and there was no 
timber,” said Karen Snape, a Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension for-
estry agent. “It was clear-cut a few 
years prior, and they didn’t know 
about it. The logger bought the tim-
ber from a cousin, who was paying 
the property taxes.”

Because the grandfather had no 
estate plan, the land had passed 

informally to generations of heirs. 
Those “tenants in common” are 
co-owners of the property and can 
bring court action to divide or sell it 
through state partition law.

The person paying the taxes does 
not have any more legal right to the 
land than their co-heirs, Snape not-
ed. But partition law allows heirs to 
divide land equitably to each frac-
tional interest. A distant relative 
can force a sale without co-heirs’ 
agreement, even if family members 
are still living onsite.

The Virginia State University 
College of Agriculture and Small 
Farm Outreach Program partnered 
with VCE to present stories of gen-
erational land loss, and solutions 
to preserve family land at a recent 
seminar held at Randolph Farm.

Participants also learned how 
developers exploited the law before 
the 2020 passage of the Uniform 
Partition of Heirs Property Act. 
Developers would convince a single 
heir to sell their small title inter-
est or fractional share and then use 
the courts to forcibly sell the whole 
property.

“But there are ways to consol-
idate ownership, which can be a 
long and difficult process,” Snape 
said.

Ebonie Alexander, executive di-
rector of Black Family Land Trust 
Inc., said land is an asset, “and it 
should be a performing asset. If you 
have heir’s property, then it can’t 
perform the way you need it to.”

Black Americans have partic-
ularly been affected by partition 

law, losing 98% of family land that 
once totaled 15 million acres in the 
1920s.

“They can ride down any road 
their family grew up on and say—
we used to own that, my uncle 
owned that,” Alexander continued. 
“This access to information is de-
signed to stem land loss and put us 
on a different projection where we 
are buying land again.”

Visit shorturl.at/uW578 to reg-
ister for any of the five additional 
free seminars held statewide.

Virginia Farm Bureau estate 
planning specialists can assist 
landowners in creating trusts and 
other holdings to keep land a per-
forming asset for generations to 
come. Visit shorturl.at/agmtK for 
more information.
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Interest and color in the winter landscape

By Ginnie Conaway, Patrick 
County Master Gardener

Have you been looking out your 
home windows or seeing your yard 
from the road and considering add-
ing structural interest and color 
to your landscape to improve the 
winter view? Below are sugges-
tions of trees, shrubs, perennials, 
and groundcovers you might use to 
do just that. A great side benefit to 
adding plants for winter interest is 
many of these will provide food and 
shelter for birds and small animals.

This is the second part of “A Win-
ter Landscape” article. The first 
part, by Sherry Easterbrooks, delt 
with evaluating your gardens and 
yard. This part will be on choosing 
the structural elements and plants 
to enliven your property.

After you have studied your prop-
erty, drawn a site map and made 
a list of ideas and desires, it’s time 
to consider your options. You have 
permanent objects such as hous-
es, sheds, and trees, hardscapes 
like driveways and paths, trellises, 
decks, and arbors to work with and 
around.  Decide what structures 
you want to add or remove before 
the growing season begins.

Before deciding on what plants 
you want to add, take into con-
sideration the amount of sunlight 
available and the prevailing winds. 
Moisture and soil type also play a 
part in choosing plants. Decide if 
and where you want to add plants 
for structural interest during the 
winter months, for example an ev-
ergreen shrub, a weeping or con-
torted ornamental tree, or a stand 
of tall grasses.

Consider perennial plants that 
retain their seed heads, such as hy-

drangeas, echinacea (coneflowers), 
some varieties of iris, tall asters, 
autumn blooming clematis and 
many others.

Perennial plants, ground covers, 
and sub-shrubs that retain their 
foliage and color might include the 
silver artemisias, loropetalum, var-
iegated euonymus which come in 
green and white or gold and white, 
golden or green junipers and ilex 
(holly), and red or yellow twig dog-
woods. Ground covers of creeping 
jenny, hardy geraniums, and aju-
ga retain their colorful foliage and 
help prevent soil erosion from win-
ter winds and storms.

Don’t forget the berries and 
drupes! Hollies can be both ever-
green and deciduous, and most 
provide berries both for color and 
as food for the birds. Beautyberry, 
an open deciduous shrub covers its 
branches with intense violet-purple 
berries in the fall. Cotoneaster va-
rieties which can grow as a ground 
cover or shrub and the upright pyr-
acanthas also provide bright red 
berries. Pyracanthas can be trained 
up a trellis or chimney or form an 
impenetrable hedge with their 
sharp thorns.

There are also numerous peren-
nial flowers that bloom during the 
late grey days of winter. hellebores 
(Lenten rose), pansies and violas, 
some varieties of primroses, and 
many early small bulbs.

For those warm winter days 
when you can get outside and en-
joy the garden, you might want to 
add a few fragrant plants near a 
path or doorway.  Some with the 
sweetest fragrance are the tall Ar-
rowwood Viburnum ‘Dawn’ to the 
compact Korean Spice Viburnum 

which is growing by my front door.  
A large shrub that both blooms in 
the winter and smells delightful is 
Fragrant Wintersweet. Mahonia or 
Grape Holly also blooms early and 
smells great. All these early bloom-
ing plants provide much needed 
nectar for early bees.

Following is a list of possibilities 
for your winter garden. Plan now, 
plant in the spring or fall. Enjoy.

Trees
Evergreens – Pines, Cedars, Ar-

borvitae, False Cypress, Juniper, 
Holly, Magnolia, several varieties 
of pine, cedar, false cypress and 
more come in dwarf forma.

Weeping trees – Weeping and 
Curly Willow, Cherry, Larch, Birch, 
Mulberry.

Exfoliating bark – River Birch, 
Paper Bark Maple, Kousa Dogwood, 
Stewartia, Crape Myrtle

Shrubs
Evergreens – Camelia, Azalea, 

Rhododendron, Yellow Anise, Juni-
per, Arborvitae, Yew, various Hol-
lies, Abelia, Mountain Laurel, Ma-
honia aquifolium, Winter Heath, 
Euonymus, Yuca, Cotoneaster, Lo-
ropetalum, Nandina nana – no ber-
ries but bright red foliage.     

Flowering – Camelia, Daphne, 
Witch Hazel, Mahonia, Winter Jas-
mine, Pieris Japonica.

Interesting Bark or Shape – Oak-

leaf Hydrangea, Nine Bark, Con-
torted Filbert, Dwarf Japanese Ma-
ple, Red Twig Dogwood, Coral Bark 
Japanese Maple.

Perennials
Evergreen - Hellebores, Cranes-

bill Geranium, Penstemon, Berge-
nia, SeaThrift, Rock Cress, Basket 
of Gold, Heuchera, Pulmonaria, Ha-
konechloa macra (Japanese Forest 
Grass).

Flowering - Hellebores, Cyclamen 
hederifolium, Primula vulgaris, 
Pansy, Viola, Winter Aconite.

Early Bulbs – Crocus, Scilla, 
Snowdrops, Daffodils.

Grasses – Switch Grass, Feather 
Reed Grass, Pennisetum Hameln, 
Northern Sea Oats, Purple Love 
Grass, Little Blue Stem, Carex or 
Sedges, Hakonechloa macra – Jap-
anese Forest Grass. Avoid Mis-
canthus. It is invasive.

Groundcovers & Vines – Aju-
ga, Creeping Jenny, Mondo Grass, 
Golden Ragwort, Christmas Fern, 
Fernleaf Phacelia, Sedum, Tiarella 
Foamflower, Green & Gold, Caro-
lina Jessamine, Akebia – white or 
chocolate, and Autumn Clematis 
for its fluffy seed heads.

Various dwarf evergreens  Winterberry Holly

Dried Hydrangea flower heads

 Cranesbill Geranium   

Hellebores

Carolina or Winter Jasmine

Korean Spice Viburnum

Fairystone Volunteer Fire 
Department’s breakfast fundraiser 
A delicious breakfast and wonderful company 

were on tap at the Fairystone Volunteer Fire 
Department breakfast on Feb 17.  Support the 
next breakfast on March 16.  If you have time, 

the volunteers could use some help with the 
next breakfast, too. (Contributed)


