
Proposal would have 
unintended consequences 

in rural areas
By Taylor Boyd
Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 

said as legislators considered Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 392.

The bill, which is heading to Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s desk, requires ev-
ery hospital and emergency depart-
ment to have at least one licensed 
physician on duty at all times.

Williams said it’s difficult for Pat-
rick County to field that 24-hour 
emergency room and cover the 
round-the-clock shifts.

It’s one thing to have a doctor 
on call who gets to the ER within 
the 20-minute window an ambu-
lance is coming in, but “it’s another 
thing to have them standing there 
all the time being paid by a provid-
er that might not be able to make 
ends meet and ultimately decides to 
close again. That’s the trouble, it’s a 
vicious circle,” he said.

Williams also said the bill is an 
example of why this type of legisla-
tion is poorly decided and applied to 
rural localities.

“You got these types of bills where 
there’s just this forced expectation 
of demanding that the private in-

dustry absorbs the costs of these 
changes and it’s just so draining on 
those folks who are just trying to 
survive and keep their head above 
water, and you’re throwing more 
water on top of them, and filling it 
up and asking them to swim hard-
er,” he said.

SB 392 passed the House of Del-
egates in a 63-36 vote. The Senate 
agreed to the House’s version and 
passed it with a 36-2 vote.

“So, now it will head to the gover-
nor’s office. I have no clue if Youn-
gkin will approve it,” Williams said.

During a session to discuss the 
bill, Williams said that many of the 
other delegates know of the work 
he’s been trying to do for Patrick 
County’s hospital which shut down 
in 2017.

“By no fault of its own, no fault of 
the parent company which eventu-
ally went bankrupt,” he said.

Williams said he entered the 
House working on that and passed 
a bill in 2022 that would extend the 
Certificate of Public Need (COPD) 
licensure so there could be a shot of 

Drug Court is now 
offered locally

By Taylor Boyd
Patrick County began partici-

pating in the 21st Judicial District 
Drug Court Treatment Program on 
January 1, Commonwealth Attor-
ney Dayna Kendrick Bobbitt said.

She explained that Drug Treat-
ment Courts are specialized court 
dockets within the existing struc-
ture of Virginia’s court system that 
offer judicial monitoring of inten-
sive treatment and strict supervi-
sion of addicts in drug and drug-re-
lated cases.

“Drug treatment court is de-
signed to help low-risk, non-violent 
offenders suffering from addiction. 
Through voluntary admission, el-
igible defendants are invited to 
participate in the Drug Treatment 
Court docket following a specialized 
screening and assessment,” she 
said.

Piedmont Community Services 
(PCS) Justice Support Supervisor 
Quincy Gravely said drug court par-
ticipants who complete the program 
can have their underlying criminal 
offenses dismissed or expunged.

“In treatment court, treatment 
providers work with law enforce-
ment, probation, defense, prose-
cution, and the judge to hold par-
ticipants accountable and provide 
ongoing support,” he said.

Bobbitt said preliminary research 
demonstrates that drug court grad-
uates tend to have lower rates of 
criminal activity and increased 
linkages to treatment services 
when compared to defendants who 
go through the traditional court 
system.

“This specialized docket is also 
shown to save Virginia taxpayers 
money compared to traditional case 
processing. In 2019, Adult Drug 
Court Treatment dockets saved Vir-
ginia nearly $11 million,” she said.

Bobbitt said the discussion to 
bring drug court to the 21st Judi-
cial District began in 2018, “howev-
er, there were only enough funds to 
start the program in Henry Coun-
ty. Once that was established, they 
expanded to Martinsville City, and 
most recently they received grant 

School superintendent says 
a digital communications 

system is a blessing 
By Taylor Boyd
The new digital school and 

school bus radios recently pur-
chased for the county’s school di-
vision were used on the first day, 
according to Superintendent Ja-
son Wood.

A student had a medical emer-
gency on the bus on February 15, 
Wood said and explained the bus 
driver “pushed their panic but-
ton, which then allowed them to 
communicate directly with dis-
patch while the transportation 
department was able to hear that 
conversation. 

“The high school heard it as 
well, they called the parent and 
the parent got there minutes be-
fore the transportation director,” 
he said.

The student is okay, Wood said, 
but the new bus radios stream-
lined the division’s communica-
tion in response to that incident. 
It is reassuring to know that the 
division puts student safety first 
and this investment is a blessing 
for the division.

Rob Martin, vice-chairman 
of the Patrick County School 
Board, said the communication 
exchange was impressive to hear.

“The bus driver was immedi-
ately in contact with 911 dis-
patchers. They were able to ask 
questions and get EMS (Emer-
gency Medical Services) to the 
bus to take care of the medical 
emergency,” he said.

In addition to helping with 
coverage, Wood said the division 
will eventually be able to turn on 
the Global Positioning System 
(GPS) feature in buses.

“To give not only our transpor-
tation department, but in the 
event of an accident, the police 
department and everyone access 
to the bus locations so that they 
can respond to an incident more 
quickly,” he said.

The division received a 
$181,984 school security grant 
for the purchase. Wood said 
$176,040.63 in local funds also 
were used because a local match 
was required for the grant. The 
funds were used to outfit every 
bus in the division’s fleet with 
the new digital system. 

“It increases our coverage and 
even from locations where you 
do not have cell service” due to 
the repeaters “that we have on 

County’s financial status 
shows positive trends

By Taylor Boyd
The county’s financial status is 

showing positive trends over the 
last five or so fiscal years the Pat-
rick County Board of Supervisors 
learned at a February 26 work ses-
sion.

“The 2018 time period, just coin-
cidentally, is about five years ago. 
That was really, in fairness, the low 
point in terms of fund balance, some 
challenges in the county, but since 
that time period we’ve seen very 
steady trends of much more finan-
cial strength,” Kyle Laux, of Daven-
port & Company, LLC, the county’s 
financial advisor, said during the 
update.

In the study, Davenport mea-
sured Patrick County against a 
peer group that included Buchanan, 
Tazewell, Wise, Carroll, Giles, and 
Floyd Counties and other localities 
of similar size and budgets that face 
the same types of challenges as Pat-
rick.

Laux said the county’s unemploy-

ment rate is the lowest it’s been in 
a decade. 

“We thought this was a very nice, 
positive trend. Clearly, we had the 
spike with the pandemic across the 
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Kyle Laux, of Davenport & Company LLC, the 
county’s financial advisor, gave an update 
on the county’s financial status.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, spoke against Senate Bill (SB) 392, which requires hospital 
and emergency departments to have at least one licensed physician on duty at all times.

Sheriff seeks information 
about vandalism

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is seeking information regard-
ing multiple vandalisms that oc-
curred during the nighttime hours 
of March 2nd and March 3rd.  

Vulgar images were spray paint-
ed on the roadway on Route 103 in 
the Dry Pond and Claudville areas 
of the county. A substantial reward 
is being offered for information 
leading to the arrest of the per-
son(s) responsible. 

“I am rather territorial when it 
comes to Patrick County, and any-
one who defaces and humiliates our 
beautiful home shall be dealt with 
accordingly,” Sheriff Dan Smith 
said in a Sunday news release. 
“Someone out there knows who did 
this, have some dignity and respect 
for where you live and call me,” the 
sheriff added. 

Smith can be reached directly and 
confidentially at (276) 692 7012.

Trump rallies his base 
ahead of Super Tuesday

In advance of Super Tuesday on 
March 5 in Virginia, former Pres. 
Donald Trump appeared at a ‘Get Out 
the Vote Rally’ in Richmond on Sat-
urday. Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 

was among the speakers at the event 
which attracted thousands, according 
to reports from the scene. The rally 
was held in the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center. (Contributed)

Former Pres. Donald Trump and Del. Wren 
Williams are pictured Saturday at a rally in 
Richmond.

Del. Wren Williams addressed the 
thousands attending a ‘Get Out the Vote 
Rally’ held Saturday in Richmond.
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This handsome guy was found at Hunters 
Chapel Road in Ararat. He would love to go 
home.

These three pups look to be around 3 to 4 
months old and scared to death. They need a 
home as soon as possible. The one in the corner 
couldn’t look any more frightened. They are all 
females and available for adoption now.

Please visit the Patrick County Public Ani-
mal Shelter (PCPAS) or call (276) 694-6259 for 
more information. 

To view available pets, visit the shelter’s 
Facebook page. Adoption fees are $10 and in-
clude spay/neuter and a rabies vaccination. 

Pets of the Week

Closure planned for 
bridge replacement
Beginning Monday, March 11, a 

portion of Virginia 672 (The Hollow 
Road) will be closed to through traf-
fic from 1.0 mile west of Virginia 
773 (Ararat Highway) to 1.0 mile 
east of Virginia 739 (Rabbit Ridge 
Road) for a bridge replacement over 

Ararat River.  
Weather permitting, the road will 

re-open to traffic on Friday, March 
22. 

A detour will be used, and direc-
tional signs will be in place to assist 
motorists. 

Thank You for reading
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Arrests Reported

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

Blue Ridge Parkway license 
plate now available online
Virginia drivers can now or-

der the Blue Ridge Parkway 
specialty license plate online 
and request the plate at DMV 
offices. The tag depicts a color-
ful scenic view of the Parkway 
and is the only specialty plate 
in the commonwealth sole-
ly dedicated to funding proj-
ects and programs within the 
country’s most visited national 
park. 

“We are so thrilled that Vir-
ginians can now show their 
support for the Blue Ridge 
Parkway with this beautiful 
new tag,” said Carolyn Ward, 
CEO of the Blue Ridge Park-
way Foundation. “Virginia is 
my home state, and I know 
just how much the park means 
to mountain communities like 
the one where I was born and 
raised.”

The specialty plate fee is $25, 
of which $15 will go toward 

key improvements along the 
Parkway, including repairs at 
trails, campgrounds, and picnic 
areas. Funding will also sup-
port projects such as wildlife 
studies, historic preservation, 
and educational programs. A 
personalized plate is available 
for $35. 

In 2023, the park welcomed 
more than 16.7 million visi-
tors. Unlike many large na-
tional parks, the Parkway does 
not charge an admission fee, 
making the scenic route more 
vulnerable to shortfalls in gov-
ernment funding, maintenance 
backlogs, and building clo-
sures. The nonprofit’s current 
projects include raising funds 
to provide a new roof for histor-
ic Mabry Mill, at milepost 176 
near Meadows of Dan.

To order Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge Parkway license plate, 
visit GetThePlate.org.

Salem VA Health Care System 
to hold Veteran Town Hall

The Salem VA Health Care Sys-
tem will hold a Town Hall for Vet-
erans Tuesday, March 26 beginning 
at 2 p.m. in the Bldg. 5 Auditori-
um. Hospital leadership as well as 
representatives from the Veterans 
Benefits Administration will be on 
hand to provide information and 
answer questions.

Veterans who cannot attend the 
Town Hall are encouraged to submit 
questions by emailing: VHASAM-
PUBLICAFFAIRS@VA.GOV.

Vietnam-era Veterans who would 
have not received a Vietnam 50th 
Anniversary Commemorative pin 
and would like to have one present-
ed during the Town Hall, should 
reach out at the email above to 
schedule a pin presentation during 
the event.

Veteran Town Hall meetings are 
conducted quarterly. Meetings this 
year will be held March 26 at 2 p.m.; 
Wednesday June 5, at 2 p.m.; and 
Tuesday September 24 at 2 p.m. 

Slam the Scam – Social 
Security Impostors

One of the most popular ways 
for criminals to steal money and 
sensitive information is by imper-
sonating a trusted source – often 
a government agency. According 
to the Federal Trade Commission, 
victims of government impostor 
scams reported nearly $509 mil-
lion stolen from them in 2022.

March 7 is National Slam the 
Scam Day and the focus this year 
is stopping Social Security impos-
tor scams. Here are three tips to 
help you do just that.

Beware of unexpected calls, 
texts or emails claiming there is a 
problem with your Social Security 
number. One example is a warning 
that your number has been linked 

to criminal activity and suspend-
ed. The goal of the scammer is to 
get you in a heightened emotional 
state, and this is one common way 
they do that. Second, the Social 
Security Administration will only 
call you if you are already engaged 
in conversations with the agency. 
Finally, you can access your ac-
count securely at ssa.gov/myac-
count. This will give you a safe 
and reliable place to check on your 
account if you ever have questions.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP, 
call 1-877-908-3360 or visit the 
AARP Fraud Watch Network at 
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnet-
work.The Patrick County Sheriff’s 

Office reported the following:
*Logan Bevill, 25, of Stuart, 

was charged Feb. 23 with three 
counts each grand larceny and 
petty larceny, two counts each 
intentional damage and break 
& enter building, and one count 
each attempt grand larceny and 
trespass. Inv. J.W. Kruse was 
the arresting officer.

*Sydney Jason Roberts, 35, of 
Siloam, N.C., was charged Feb. 
23 with fail to appear. Senior 
Deputy J.C. Fortner was the ar-
resting officer.

*Mason Wyatt Wasoski, 22, 
of Stuart, was charged Feb. 23 
with distribute marijuana to 
minor. Inv. T.E. Jessup was the 
arresting officer.

*Dewey Hampton Hughes, 43, 
of Vinton, was charged Feb. 23 
with probation violation. Henry 
County made the arrest for Pat-
rick County.

*Katina R. Vipperman, 39, 
of Stuart, was charged Feb. 25 
with fail to appear. Senior Dep-

uty J.C. Fortner was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Cheryl Renee Ramsey, 51, of 
Patrick Springs, was charged 
Feb. 25 with false statement 
made to law enforcement/ani-
mal control officer. Senior Dep-
uty A. Kinney was the arresting 
officer.

*David Wayne Trent, 47, of 
Stuart, was charged Feb. 25 
with violation of protective or-
der. Sgt. Winfred Hill was the 
arresting officer.

*Kenneth Eugene Coleman, 
57, of Martinsville, was charged 
Feb. 26 with probation viola-
tion. Senior Deputy J.S. Kend-
rick was the arresting officer.

*Vershonda Tamika Lewis, 
39, of Bassett, was charged Feb. 
26 with obtain money by false 
pretense. Inv. F.M. Hubbard 
was the arresting officer.

*Jackie Jermaine Moore, 51, 
of Martinsville, was charged 
Feb. 26 with fail to appear. Se-
nior Deputy M. Nester was the 
arresting officer.

Dairy farmers can now 
enroll in safety net program

Farmers can now enroll in the 
2024 Dairy Margin Coverage pro-
gram, an important safety net of-
fered through the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.

DMC is a voluntary risk manage-
ment program that provides protec-
tion to dairy farmers when the dif-
ference between the all-milk price 
and the average feed price falls 
below a certain dollar amount. This 
year’s signup began Feb. 28 and 
ends April 29.

In addition to enrolling, farmers 
may adjust their production history 
for 2024, making program benefits 
retroactive to Jan. 1, noted Tony 
Banks, senior assistant director of 
agriculture, development and in-
novation for Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation.

For any payments that triggered 
in January, payments may begin 
as soon as March 4, according to 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Cov-
erage will be available through De-
cember.

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration previously sent a letter to 
the FSA urging them to open enroll-
ment for the DMC program as soon 
as possible.

“AFBF is pleased the FSA lis-
tened to our concerns,” said AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall. “Dairy 
farming comes with unique chal-
lenges, and vital farm bill programs 
like Dairy Margin Coverage help 
farmers weather the storm in tough 
times.”

DMC offers different levels of cov-
erage, even an option that is free 
to producers, minus a $100 admin-
istrative fee. The fee is waived for 
dairy producers who are limited 
resource, beginning, socially disad-
vantaged or military veterans. To 
determine the appropriate level of 
DMC coverage for a specific dairy 
operation, producers can use the 
online dairy decision tool.  

For more information on DMC, 
visit the DMC webpage or contact 
your local USDA Service Center. 
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Bull Mountain and at the high school, you’ll 
be able to get bus radio coverage,” he said. 
“We’ll have much better coverage and fewer 
dead spots with our bus radios by moving to 
the digital system.”

Currently, every bus is online, and each 
school is equipped with their administrator 
digital radios and day station, Wood said.

As a law enforcement veteran of more than 
20 years, Martin said this was an incredible 
advancement in the safety of students and bus 
drivers.

“I’ve never heard of a situation where the 
bus driver needs immediate help, and is in-
stantly connected to that help to be able to get 

assistance besides having to call 911 on a cell 
phone,” he said.

Martin believes the new school bus radios 
have tremendously increased the safety of stu-
dents and staff.

“I think it is a huge reassurance to our bus 
drivers, and should be a huge reassurance to 
parents of students, that we have the ability 
now at the touch of a button to be in touch with 
emergency personnel that can immediately as-
sist instead of everyone having to rely on in-
formation to different parties to finally get in 
contact with that emergency help,” he said.

Wood said the new digital system also inter-
faces with the intercom system.

“Now, instead of having to run into the office 
to do” a fire or lockdown drill, “administrators 
will be able to do that anywhere in the vicinity 
of the school,” he said.

With this, Wood said one can interact with 
the intercom system or use a two-button ap-
proach that allows an automated message to 

Proposal
(cont. from page 1)

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net

v

dhall@theenterprise.net

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

County
(cont. from page 1)
board for everybody and created that anomaly 
in the 2020 time period. But to be in 3.6 percent 
in terms of the unemployment rate for the coun-
ty you are tied with” the United States average 
and “just a smidge above Virginia” is promising, 
he said and added the peer group average was 
3.7 percent.

The median household income has also grown 
substantially, roughly 41 percent over the last 
decade, or about 3.9 percent annually.

Laux said the Compound Average Growth 
Rate (CAGR), is on average how much that me-
dian household income has grown over the last 
five and 10 years.

“You’ve experienced very nice growth. The 
five-year has been growing on average five per-
cent, that’s for these numbers both higher than 
the state and the nation,” he said.

The 10-year CAGR is 3.9 percent, while the 
state average is 3 percent, and the national av-
erage is 3.8 percent.

On a comparative basis, Laux said Patrick 
County is above the peer group median of $45,298 
at a median household income of $49,180.

Laux said the county’s assessed value has re-
mained stable over the last decade, “but I think 
what’s nice to see is we’re almost back to, just 
a smidge below, the level of the total assessed 
value where we were 10 years ago.” 

However, the county’s total assessed value is a 
little below the peer group’s median, Laux said, 
adding the median is just above $2 million while 
Patrick County’s is $1.983 million.

The county’s assessed value per capita is a 
strong number, of about 116,000, he said.

“Anything above 100,000 is generally viewed 
as pretty positive, and so you’re about 116,000 
or thereabouts, so it’s a strong number. The 
peer group median was about $112,000, we’re 
$116,000. Take a couple of the outliers out, and 
we’re right in line with that peer group median. 
(A) good solid level relative to our neighbors,” he 
said.

Patrick County’s real estate tax rate is 73 
cents per $100 of assessed value, Laux said, add-
ing that is a little on the higher side relative to 
the peer group. The neighboring locality median 
is 60 cents per $100 of assessed value. 

“Personal property tax, you’re below the peer 
group median. So, at $1.71 the peers are above 

$2. That’s one (area) where you’re below in terms 
of the peer comparative,” he said.

Laux said the county’s meals tax is right at 4 
percent, which is the peer group median.

“The nice thing about a meals tax is there’s 
kind of a built-in inflation measure to it, and so 
as you go out to eat … it just costs a little bit 
more every time you go right now, it’s not any 
fun,” he said.

But the revenue from that tax is discretionary 
because folks don’t have to go out to eat unless 
they want to, he said.

“It’s kind of a built-in, inflationary adjustment 
there. As the price of a Big Mac goes up, so too 
does the revenue associated with it in terms of 
the meals tax,” he said.

Like the meals tax, Laux said the county’s 5 
percent Transient Occupancy Tax is within the 
peer group median.

“This is another very nice revenue source for 
you with the unique situation with Primland, 
etc. I think this generates about $140,000 or 
thereabouts in terms of annual revenue, and so 
it gives you a nice comparative advantage rela-
tive to other folks,” he said.

Laux said the county’s general fund produced 
a surplus five out of the past six fiscal years.

“There has been some one time, or call it lim-
ited time, revenues that have helped,” he said 
of the federal stimulus act, ARPA dollars, etc. 
The county has “been able to help bolster the re-
serves. That’s been a big positive to you.”

Laux noted this budget cycle is the first one in 
several years where there is no special federal 
stimulus. 

“So, this FY25 budget cycle is very, very im-
portant in terms of getting reset with our recur-
ring annual revenues, taking aside the sort of 
special one-time federal projects relative to our 
annual reoccurring expenditures,” he said. 

Laux said the single biggest revenue of line 
item is property taxes. It accounts for about $16 
million of the county’s $24 million generated by 
recurring revenues. It grows on average about 
4.5 percent each year. 

Laux said expenses have been growing at a 
slower pace than revenues, and the county’s 
unassigned fund balance also has been steadi-
ly increasing from fiscal year 2018 to fiscal year 
2023.

He recommended the county set a policy go-
ing forward to make sure the unassigned fund 
balance does not drop below the 15-20 percent 
range of general fund and school expenditures.

“If we get to 20, that’s better,” he said. “The 
higher the number, the stronger. I think you’ll 
see many of your peers are in the 15-plus per-
cent range in terms of those policies.”

If Patrick County is about 22 percent in terms 
of the unassigned fund balance versus the gen-
eral fund and school expenditures, Laux said the 
peer group median is about 19.3 percent.

The county currently has about $29.7 million 
of outstanding debt that’s at a fixed rate.

“It all looks like a mortgage versus a credit 
card, meaning it’s paid in fixed annual principal 
installments,” he said. “It doesn’t grow unless 
you as a board proactively go out and borrow 
some dollars and it is only growing to the extent 
that you’re borrowing to make an investment in 
capital projects.”

Laux said the payments on the debt are level 
for about the next 10 to 12 years.

“Right at about $2.6 to $2.7 million a year, 
we’re kind of sitting at that level. We do get 
some decline out into ’37 and ’38 we’re basically 
about level here for the foreseeable future,” he 
said.

The county’s debt service is currently at 4 per-
cent. Laux said this roughly translates to about 
four pennies out of every dollar in the budget 
going to make a debt service payment.

“That’s on the low side of things. You could 
arguably have a policy anywhere in the 8 to 
10 percent range and still be viewed very, very 
strongly,” he said.

Laux said the Public Service Authority’s (PSA) 
operating revenue has grown over the last five 
years with the operating expenses growing 
about 6.6 percent over that same time period.

“Reserve levels have increased, and so a sim-
ilar theme on water and sewer … having some 
of those built-in reserves is critical to the capital 
planning, the financial planning, also clearly on 
the water and sewer side,” he said.

Laux said one policy recommendation is for 
the county to consider adopting reserves relative 
to the size of the budget.

“Something in the 300 days would be very 
strong,” he said.

reopening the former Pioneer Community Hos-
pital of Patrick County.

“Shortly after that, new providers purchased 
it. but the new providers are struggling because 
of the costs with regards to healthcare and the 
regulations that state governments and federal 
governments put in place,” he said.

While he knows SB 392 comes from good in-
tentions, Williams said Patrick County has only 
one doctor.

“Dr. Richard Cole is one of my best friend’s 
dads. He’s been practicing for years, he’s in his 
late 60s, and since I’ve been a delegate we’ve 
been looking for somebody to take over his prac-

tice,” he said, tearing up.
Williams said Cole’s practice includes Patrick 

County Family Practice, Patrick County Urgent 
Care, and over 30,000 patients from Virginia 
and North Carolina.

“Prior to the hospital shutting down he was 
making rounds at the ER and at the nursing 
home (Blue Ridge Therapy Connection). In my 
district, we have one emergency room over 1,500 
square miles, and I’m afraid that one might close 
too,” he said, crying.

Williams asked legislators to think about un-
intended consequences when it comes to rural 
healthcare, “because this might save lives in 

other regions, but it’s going to hurt and it’s go-
ing to have a real impact on places like mine. It’s 
going to be even harder to open that hospital if 
we have to staff an additional doctor,” he said.

Following the session, Williams said people 
who oppose the bill could possibly reach out to 
Youngkin’s office, “because at this point, it will 
just be whether or not it would be vetoed, or it 
could be amended. The governor could amend 
the bill, and I’m not certain what kind of amend-
ment could help with the regulatory burden that 
this well-intended legislation places on places 
like ours.”

School Superintendent
(cont. from page 1)

go over the intercom.
For example, Wood said if an administrator 

was out in the parking lot and saw someone 
coming in and needed to put the school on 
lockdown, she could do it from her location 
and not have to call the front office to put the 
school on lockdown.

“You could do that from your radio,” he said. 
“It’s much more efficient in communicating on 
the intercom system. I pray that it never hap-
pens, like if we had to do a lockdown drill, you 
don’t have to be in the front office to do that.”

Wood said the school division always strives 
to put safety at the forefront of its deci-
sion-making.

“This is another way we’ve invested to en-
sure that Patrick County Schools is ahead 
of the learning curve academically, and also 
more importantly with the safety of our stu-
dents and staff,” he said.
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Rural Health Care 
& Pharmacies

Since coming to 
Congress, I have 
worked to find ways 
to protect and pro-
mote access to health 
care for rural Ameri-
cans.

One aspect of rural 
medicine I have tried 
to help on a federal 
level is pharmacies. 
For many in rural 
areas, visiting pharmacies and 
interacting with pharmacists is 
one of the most important points 
of access for health care in small 
towns and communities. Phar-
macists are trusted members of 
the community, who help pro-
vide relief to those in need.

Pharmacies have faced some 
tough challenges. Not long ago, 
UnitedHealth Group (a health 
care group that operates Op-
tum and United Healthcare 
platforms) was the victim of a 
cyberattack. This complicated 
prescription deliveries for six 
days as many pharmacies were 
unable to process prescriptions. 
Pharmacies have also faced chal-
lenges as this country continues 
to deal with chronic drug short-
ages, ranging from chemothera-
py drugs to antibiotics to ADHD 
medications. Though wanting 
to help, some pharmacies have 
been unable to dispense critical, 
life-saving medications.

Over the years, I have looked 
for ways on a federal level to as-
sist pharmacies, while also help-
ing Americans get better access 
to health care. Below is a sum-
mary of bills I recently intro-
duced or co-sponsored that are 
related to pharmacies.

H.R.5393 - Transparency 
and Fairness for Pharmacies 
Act

Pharmacists, including ru-
ral pharmacists, have been in-
creasingly charged retroactive 
fees, known as Direct and Indi-
rect Remuneration (DIR) fees, 
after prescriptions are filled. 
These fees hurt, and some-
times destroy, the pharmacists’ 
business. Imagine you bought 
a product for resale for $1 and 
sold it for $1.03. You find out 
later that without telling you, 
the company changed the price 
several months after you sold 
the product and now has the 
right to come back and say, “Oh, 
we really should have charged 
you $1.20.” You have now lost 17 
cents on the transaction. That’s 
how DIR fees work. Believe it or 
not, this happens to pharmacists 
routinely.

To make matters worse, a ma-
jority of these pharmacists say 
they receive no clear informa-
tion about when and why these 
DIR fees will be collected. Many 
also noted that DIR fees can to-
tal tens of thousands of dollars 
each month. In response to this, 
I introduced the Transparency 
and Fairness for Pharmacies 
Act, which takes steps to help 
rein in and bring more trans-
parency to these DIR fees and 
all pharmacy fees by Pharmacy 
Benefit Managers (PBMs).

My bill would require the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services to create standardized 
quality metrics for health plans 
and PBMs to use when deter-
mining payments to pharmacies.

H.R.5400 - Neighborhood 
Options for Patients Buying 
Medicines Act

PBMs act as an intermediary 
between pharmacies, insurance 
companies, drug manufacturers, 
etc. whose purpose is to negoti-
ate drug prices. We have seen 
that PBMs can manipulate drug 
prices through various ways to 
enhance their own profits, hurt-
ing Americans’ bottom line and 
the pharmacies who deal with 
them.

I co-sponsored H.R. 5400, 
which would modernize Medi-
care and enhance PBM account-
ability by preventing them from 
discriminating against pharma-
cies that are willing to contract 
with them, helping seniors seek 
care closer to home. This will en-
sure that PBMs do not provide 
unfair contracts to independent 
pharmacies where that indepen-
dent pharmacy wouldn’t accept 
the contract because the reim-
bursement rate for medications 
is so low their patients would 
lose access to that drug. 

H.R.1770 - Equitable Com-
munity Access to Pharmacist 
Services Act

Pharmacies have the ability 
to provide a variety of services 
beyond just filling prescriptions. 
Currently, certain tests and 
vaccines administered by phar-
macies are not reimbursable by 
Medicare.

I co-sponsored legislation, Eq-
uitable Community Access to 
Pharmacist Services Act, to es-
tablish a federal reimbursement 
mechanism for pharmacists’ ser-
vices under Medicare and ensure 
patients can continue to access 
essential care and services pro-
vided by pharmacists. This will 
now allow for Virginia pharma-
cists to test and treat for strep, 
flu, and COVID-19 and get reim-
bursed by Medicare for it.

H.R.5526 - Seniors’ Access 
to Critical Medications Act

Many seniors living in the 
Ninth District and in other ru-
ral areas are not physically 
able to travel to pick up their 
much-needed prescriptions, 
whether it be from pharmacies, 
doctor’s offices, etc.

I co-sponsored legislation, Se-
niors’ Access to Critical Medica-
tions Act, that would allow for 
patients to have their caregiv-
ers/loved ones pick up the pre-
scription on their behalf, mak-
ing life easier for seniors.

These bills are just some ways 
I am currently helping pharma-
cies and rural Americans. I will 
continue to explore other ways 
to promote and protect access to 
health care.

If you have questions, con-
cerns, or comments, call my 
Abingdon office (276) 525-1405, 
Christiansburg office (540) 381-
5671, or via email at https://
morgangriffith.house.gov/. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

If you enjoyed the recent 
columns by Ben Williams and 

Holly Kozelsky, they are 
available weekly in the Henry 

County Enterprise

Get your print or digital 
subscription today by calling 

(276) 694-3101 or visiting(276) 694-3101 or visiting
henrycountyenterprise.com

Avoid the dangers fanned by fear, misunderstanding 
The January 31 and February 14 

editions of The Enterprise includ-
ed letters from a writer who states 
that “… It is not possible to have a 
civil society without foundational 
law based on some higher moral 
order. In the case of Western civili-
zation, including the United States, 
the higher moral order has been 
Christianity.”

It is true that the folks who wrote 
the founding documents (such as 
the Declaration of Independence, 
the US Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights) were all men of European 
decent and/or education. They were 
all wealthy. Many were slave own-
ers. They shared a general Europe-
an Christian worldview. However, 
what was revolutionary is that they 
worked together to develop gov-
ernment and law based on critical 
reason instead of divine will. There 
is no mention of any specific reli-
gion in any of these founding doc-
uments. The concepts of democra-
cy and representative government 
were also based on models of gov-
ernment from classical Greece and 
the Iroquois. 

By the late 1700’s, Europe had 
experienced hundreds of years of 
brutal conflict based partly on re-
ligion. People were weary of gov-
ernment tied to a specific religion. 
As a result, the higher moral order 
which forms a basis for law in the 
United States is informed by the 
philosophy of the “age of reason” 
also called the “philosophy of En-
lightenment.” This new philosophy 
coincided with the practice of Scien-
tific investigation; -the observable 
logic of cause and effect – which 
gained credibility in 17th and 18th 
century Europe. 

Of course, there are contradic-
tions. We are human. Our ideals 
can be flawed in practice. In the US 
equality before the law took hun-
dreds of years to achieve. Examples 
of in-equality and injustice still ex-
ist. But the higher moral ideal of 
justice and equality – Life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness - is 
our shared goal. 

The February 14 letter referenced 
Nazi ideology as an example where 
human morality can justify atroc-
ity. I totally agree that societies 
when under stress can follow the 
ideas of hateful authoritarian lead-
ers. Leaders may try to claim divine 
authority in order to maintain con-
trol. Parts of the Christian church in 
Germany before and during WWII 
aligned itself with Nazi ideals. They 
viewed Adolf Hitler as a leader sent 
by God in Germany’s hour of crisis 
and a statesman who would defend 
“Christendom” against the forces of 
Communism and modernity, (aka 
- Jews, immigrants, intellectuals, 
etc.). Democracy, and citizen par-
ticipation in representative govern-
ment is how our founding fathers 
intended for us to find common 
operating consensus and avoid the 
dangers fanned by fear and misun-
derstanding used by demagogues 
throughout history. 

Anyway, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to think about these ideas.  
It is so important that we are able 
to discuss our different points of 
view in the spirit of mutual respect 
and hope for a better future. Mean-
while, in the spirit of The Golden 
Rule - love your neighbors, kiss 
your family and hug your dog! 

Laura Rosenfeld,
Stuart

It is what it is
I want to applaud the sentiments 

of a letter in the Feb. 28 edition ti-
tled “Concerns with SB517.” I hope 
that Virginia residents will contact 
their representatives, state sen-
ators, and the governor to defeat 
this bill. I do not understand why 
some want to erase or re-write our 

history.  Even when mistakes are 
made over the years, if we fail to 
remember our history, then we are 
doomed to repeat it. We should all 
learn from history, not erase it. It is 
what it is.

William S. Rodgers,
Brentwood, TN 

Continuing Hospital Saga
I am aghast at continuing incred-

ulous information from articles in 
Cardinal News on Foresight and 
the old Patrick County Hospital.  
If you have not read this February 
28, 2024, article (cardinalnews.
com). I recommend it to interest-
ed citizens. If the $22,000 in con-
sulting fees Foresight gave to our 
former EDA Director per the ar-
ticle was not illegal, it certainly 
appears to be a conflict of interest 
when the county was paying him 
to represent us in these dealings. 
According to the article, Foresight 
is requesting Patrick County re-
imburse $815,000 in expenses in-
cluding almost half a million dol-
lars for luxury private jet travel 
and accommodations at Primland 
and other resorts, $168,572 to 
JLK Consulting, a Republican con-
sulting firm per Cardinal News, 
and $140,688 to Interdependence 
Public Relations. While this re-
quest could be amusing to some, 
not so funny is their questionable 
competence in estimating costs to 
adequately renovate this facility, 
implications of involvement and 
possible culpability in unresolved 
fraudulent schemes at a Chicago 
health care facility, and unethical 
financial arrangements with our 
EDA Director.  It appears that Pat-
rick County should not consider 
further actions with Foresight be-
yond taking steps to collect overdue 
and ongoing taxes on this property.   

Certainly, the County Govern-

ment does not and would not be 
expected to have the expertise or 
funds to undertake this challenge, 
and even if this were the case, 
Foresight does not appear to be an 
appealing partner. If the property 
can be obtained and renovated for 
a suitable purpose, let a reliable 
and willing health care firm come 
forth to pursue this. A prospective 
new owner should and likely would 
want to obtain their own environ-
mental assessment to protect them-
selves and it is not apparent why 
the county needs to undertake this 
at this time. It may be appropriate 
down the road to provide financial 
incentives and inducements but 
the county needs to carefully eval-
uate potential purchasers and ex-
pectations. Our taxpayers should 
not assume significant financial 
risk and ongoing liability for what 
could be a colossal mistake by lo-
cal government. While the county 
desperately needs appropriate and 
adequate health care, other models 
I understand are under evaluation 
which, after careful evaluation by 
experts in the field, may be deemed 
economically feasible and more in 
line with the needs of our citizens. 
I, like many other seniors, remem-
ber our parents sacrificing to do-
nate money to enable this hospital 
to be built many years ago, but 
sentimental memories and modern 
requirements are not the same.

Steve Terry,
Meadows of Dan
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Social Security Matters

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Patrick Pioneers
Mayo River Tragedy, Part One, Larkin and Al-

exander Austin
By Beverly Belcher Woody
When one travels across the Mayo River at 

the T. J. George bridge in downtown Stuart, it is 
hard to imagine all the pain and heartache that 
has taken place near there. In the 1980’s, Pat-
rick attorney Lawrence R. Burton wrote about 
the spot, which he called the “Twenty Foot Hole.” 
Burton describes the spot as follows, “If one 
stands on the south side of the river, and looks 
northward toward that spot in the stream, the 
view is a pleasant one. The hole is at the base of a 
precipitous cliff strewn with ivy, post oaks, grape 
vines and a variety of wildflowers. The stream 
moves slowly past that point, lending credence 
to the adage that “still water runs deep” and is 
the epitome of tranquility. There is nothing, from 
that vantage point, to suggest anything of a for-
bidding nature; just a beautiful, placid stream 
challenging some aspiring artist to capture it 
for posterity on canvas. But for anyone, except 
the very agile, to attempt to negotiate the nar-
row path that spans the cliff on the other side 
of the river, the change of scenery is dramatic 
and frightening! The path rises some twenty feet 
above the river, is slick and extremely narrow. 
Gaining a safe foothold tempts the impossible, 
and with each tentative step one wonders if it 
may be his last! Below are jagged rocks, and, at 
the water’s edge, a large boulder extends four or 
five feet into the river; silently suggesting disas-
ter if one’s foothold should fail along the path. 
Just above the hole, the water is swift and fairly 
shallow. That’s where most of us, as youngsters, 
learned to swim; later gravitating to the more 
exciting, though hazardous, waters of the hole.” 

We have no idea how many victims the Twen-
ty Foot Hole claimed before the turn of the 20th 

century, but we do know that the river has tak-
en at least eight victims, between the years 1925 
and 1993.  

The first victims that we know about are 
brothers, 22-year-old Joseph Larkin Austin and 
20-year-old Alexander F. Austin. The brothers 
were the sixth and seventh children of John 
William Austin of Russell County, Virginia and 
Martha Ellen Carter of Floyd County. 

It has always been a mystery as to why the 
Austin brothers were in downtown Stuart in 
1925, unless they were possibly visiting rela-
tives. In the 1910 census, the family was living 
in Stuart but by the time the father, a mill work-
er, died in 1919, they were living in Leaksville in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. John Wil-
liam Austin was buried in the Plasters Cemetery 
in Vesta, Virginia. 

In the 1920 census, 17-year-old Joseph Larkin 
and 15-year-old Alexander were both working 
as doffers at a cotton mill in Leaksville. The two 
brothers lived on Mill Street with their mother, 
their older brother, Robert Hannibal, who was 
an oiler at the mill, and their 11-year-old broth-
er, Lewis Henry Austin. 

The fifth of June 1925 was Alexander Austin’s 
20th birthday. Apparently, Alexander, his older 
brother, Larkin, and several more young men 
decided to go swimming in the T. J. George Mill 
pond. According to an article in the June 14th 
edition of the Lynchburg News and Advance and 
the two young men’s death certificates, Larkin 
was the first one to need help. Alexander went 
to his brother to try to save him, but he too, was 
dragged under by the “swirl.” 

The June 14th, 1925, article in the Lynchburg 
News and Advance shown above recounts the 
Austin tragedy, but also mentions that there 
have been numerous fatalities (misspelled facili-
ties) at the mill pond. I have been unable to find 
out the names of these victims, as death certifi-
cates were only required to be filed in Virginia, 
beginning in 1912. Next week, we will look at 
the next tragedy that occurred at the twenty-foot 
hole, only three years after the Austin brother’s 
deaths. 

Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreek1@
gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-prof-
it arm of the Association of Mature American 
Citizens

Ask Rusty – Why Must I Pay Into Social 
Security when I’m Collecting Benefits?

Dear Rusty: I am collecting full Social Se-
curity benefits at age 72 and also working full 
time. Why is the Federal Government still tak-
ing money from my paycheck? I have written to 
Social Security experts on this issue, and they 
tell me “It’s the law.” That is not a good answer 
for me. Approximately $4,400 was taken from 
my pay in 2023 for Social Security and, yes, I get 
a pittance of a COLA increase, but not equal to 
what I pay. No one has been able to fully explain 
the Federal Government’s thought process on 
taxing me for Social Security when I am getting 
full Social Security benefits. Can you? Signed: 
Working Senior

Dear Working Senior: Far be it from me to 
try to explain the federal government’s thought 
process on anything, but I can explain why those 
already collecting Social Security benefits must 
continue to pay Social Security payroll taxes 
while working. 

It actually goes back to 1935 and the panel 
commissioned by President Roosevelt to create 
America’s Social Security program. Said panel 
determined how the program would be financed, 
Congress approved it, and FDR signed it. That 
methodology was essentially this: 

Workers who earn (and their employers) must 
contribute to Social Security via payroll taxes to 
fund the program (we now know this as “FICA” 
for employees and “SECA” for the self-em-
ployed). When the program first started, certain 
employees and their employers were required to 
each contribute 1% of the employee’s first $3000 
of earnings. Obviously, those amounts have ris-
en over the decades. And, for clarity, only cer-
tain workers originally participated in Social 
Security, which has also changed over the de-
cades so that now nearly everyone who works 
must pay Social Security payroll taxes. 

Starting in 1937 and still today, SS payroll 
taxes paid by those now working are used by the 
federal government to pay benefits to those who 
are currently receiving. Said another way, So-
cial Security is a “pay as you go” program where 
income from those working (and their employer) 
is used to pay benefits to those receiving. Pay-
roll taxes collected aren’t put into a personal 
account for the worker; rather they are used to 
meet current SS payment obligations. Any ex-
cess money collected is invested in special issue 
government bonds as reserves for future use (al-
though current annual SS income is less than 
annual program costs – an entirely different 
topic). 

So, the financing method enacted in 1935 and 
started in 1937 still applies – those who work 
and earn (and their employers) must pay into 
the system to fund benefit payments to those 

who are now receiving - and that includes those 
workers who are already collecting their Social 
Security. FYI, there was a time when, if some-
one worked after starting their SS benefits, they 
lost all of their benefits. Fortunately, that rule 
no longer exists, so those who are collecting SS 
benefits can now continue to get benefits if they 
work, but they must also still pay into the pro-
gram from their work earnings to help pay ben-
efits to SS recipients. 

I hope this provides some insight for why you 
must continue to contribute to Social Securi-
ty even after you have started collecting your 
benefits. It is a result of how the program is 
financed – predominantly by workers through 
payroll taxes on their earnings (and to a lesser 
extent from interest on Trust Fund reserves and 
income tax on Social Security benefits). With 
very few exceptions, everyone who works helps 
pay benefits to those now receiving.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

How Epigenetics Can Change 
Your Health Destiny – Part 1

Does the thought of living a healthy life-
style ever seem overwhelming to you? There 
are so many things to remember, so many 
new habits to form. Have you ever wanted a 
simple solution? Wouldn’t it be great if you 
could just flip a switch to turn health on or to 
turn disease off, just like you turn on and off 
the light?

Believe it or not, you can. Inside your genet-
ic makeup are thousands of health switches 
and disease switches. You have the power to 
turn them on or off.

It’s not science fiction, it’s fact… and it’s 
called epigenetics.

Epigenetics comes from the Greek word 
“epi,” which means over or outside of, and ge-
netics. It refers to the factors that influence 
gene expression, independent of the genes 
themselves.

You may have learned in biology class that 
your genes will determine your destiny. You 
inherit 23 chromosomes from your father 
and 23 from your mother. They might be 
good genes and they might be bad genes, but 
there’s nothing you can do about it.

Well, it turns out, that’s not really true. Al-

though we can’t alter our DNA, we can change 
the way it expresses itself. To put it simply, 
we can turn good genes on and bad genes off. 

For example:
Each year, almost 30,000 American men die 

of prostate cancer. 1 out of every 6 men will 
develop this disease. Prostate cancer is the 
second leading cause of cancer death in men. 
This devastating illness can teach us an im-
portant lesson about epigenetics.

Dean Ornish, a highly respected physician 
and researcher, was curious to see if healthy 
lifestyle habits could influence gene expres-
sion in prostate cancer.

He spearheaded a study that followed 31 
men with low-grade prostate cancer for 3 
months. These men had opted out of tradi-
tional treatment methods such as chemo and 
radiation. Dr. Ornish’s plan was simple. For 
three months the men did four things:

•Ate a healthy, plant-based diet
•Exercised for 30 minutes, 6 days per week
•Practiced stress management techniques
•Attended weekly support groups
The participants underwent genetic test-

ing before the study began and after it was 

over. The results were astounding! In addi-
tion to losing weight, lowering cholesterol 
and blood lipids, and improving blood sugars, 
the participants experienced major epigenetic 
changes. Over 500 genes were affected. 453 
disease-promoting genes that were active be-
fore the study were now deactivated and 48 
cancer-fighting genes that were inactive were 
now activated. Just three months of healthy 
habits had turned the good genes on and the 
bad genes off.

Is it possible for diabetic patients to expe-
rience similar results? Dr. Ornish believes 
so. “It’s an exciting finding,” he reported, “be-
cause so often people say, ‘Oh, it’s all in my 
genes, what can I do?’ Well, it turns out you 
may be able to do a lot. In just three months, 
I can change hundreds of my genes simply by 
changing what I eat and how I live. That’s 
pretty exciting! The implications of our study 
are not limited to men with prostate cancer.”

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Dr. 
Wes Youngberg. Used by permission from 
www.lifeandhealth.org. Courtesy of LifeS-
pring – Resources for Hope and Healing Stu-
art, VA)
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PCHS Sports 
Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports Schedule 
for the week of March 9-15:
3/11	 5pm	 Baseball vs Dan River
	 5pm	 Softball vs Dan River
	 5:30p	 Girls Soccer vs Dan River
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer vs Dan River
3/13	 4:30p	 Boys Tennis at Bassett (Jaycee Park)
	 4:30p	 Girls Tennis at Bassett 
	 5pm	 Softball vs Bassett
3/15	 5pm	 Baseball at Martinsville (Hooker Field)
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer vs Martinsville
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer at Martinsville

VISIT US ONLINE 
WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Cheerleading- Coach Payton Errichetti, Bryley Pike- Outstanding Leadership Award, 
Coach Angela Rose, Bobbijo Roberts- Most Dedicated Cheerleader.

Girls Basketball- Coach Essie Conner, Lilly Hazelwood- Lady Cougar Most Improved, 
Kimora Wimbush- Lady Cougar Best Defensive Player, Coach Tony Mosley, Aniya Penn- 
Lady Cougar Most Valuable Player, Shauntel Hill- Lady Cougar Award, Coach Grace Helms.

Boys Basketball- Coach Willie Greene, Easton Harris- Best Defensive Player, Noah 
Jessup- Most Valuable, Cameron Collins- Most Improved, Nate Large- Coaches Award, 
Coach Brian Chitwood.

Wrestling- Coach Bradley Pell, Ben Knight and Mason Spencer- Tied for Most Improved, 
Coach Tim Lawson, Logan Rakes- Coaches Award, Ethan Cobbler- Iron Man Award, 
Stephen Spencer- Most Valuable, Coach Scott Lawson

Athletes celebrated at banquet
By Ashlee Mullis
Patrick County High School held 

its Winter Sports Banquet on Mon
day, February 26.  Award winners 
are as follows: 

PCHS Fishing Team to 
compete in qualifier

Best of luck to members of the Patrick County High School Fishing Team as they 
compete against other high school teams in the B.A.S.S. Nation of Virginia State Qualifier 
tournament at Smith Mountain Lake this upcoming weekend. Thank you to all the boat 
captains and sponsors who make this experience possible for the students. Good luck to 
all the youth anglers. (Contributed)

Pediatric dentists find online appointments growing
Edwin J. Viera
Virginia News Connection
As part of Children’s Dental 

Health Month, Virginia pediatric 
dentists are working to improve 
kids’ dental health habits.

Recent surveys indicated more 
than 80% of kids in Virginia had no 
oral health problems, which may be 
in part because other studies show 
Medicaid has bolstered the number 
of children getting preventive den-
tist visits.

Dr. Robert ‘Bobby’ Lunka, a pedi-
atric dentist in Charlottesville who 
has been practicing for 30 years, 
said since the pandemic, he has no-
ticed more parents are interested in 
tele-dentistry.

“Speaking to parents over the 
phone and looking at photos, or 
like, even real-time videos, you 
know, like FaceTime and doing 
more appointments over the phone 
like that,” Lunka explained. “Be-
cause it was tougher to bring their 

children in.”
Some studies reported tele-den-

tistry is beneficial since it expands 
coverage to people who might oth-
erwise struggle to get dental care. 
But lacking access to technology 
can make the option challenging. 

Lunka predicts newer technologies 
and even artificial intelligence can 
make children’s dental health bet-
ter in the future.

Some dentists focus on kids devel-
oping good oral-health habits early 
on.

Dr. Paul McConnell with Unit-
edHealthcare said parents usually 
start kids’ dental-care routines ages 
6-8. His advice is to start much ear-
lier -- by age one or two -- to build 
lifelong habits. He noted poor den-
tal habits can lead to a common 
trend later in life: periodontal dis-
ease.

“Nearly half of adults 30 and old-
er have some form of gum disease 
and this increases to 70% of peo-
ple 65 years and older,” McConnell 
reported. “Daily flossing is key for 
avoiding the development or pro-
gression of periodontal disease.”

He noted a water flosser or elec-
tric toothbrush can help people 
avoid gum disease. To build good 
dental habits, McConnell advised 
parents to try setting a time when 
kids brush their teeth, in the morn-
ing and at night. He added adults 
should model their own good dental 
health habits for kids to see and 
emulate.
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Drug Court
(cont. from page 1)

PO Box 1301
Stuart , VA

The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Board of 
Supervisors of Patrick County, in accordance with Section 
33.2-331 of the Code of Virginia, will conduct a joint public hearing 
on the Third Floor of the Veteran’s Memorial Building located in 
Stuart, Virginia at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 11, 2024.

The purpose of this public hearing is to receive public comment 
on the proposed Secondary Six-Year Plan for Fiscal Years 
2024/25 through 2029/30 in Patrick County, and the Secondary 
System Construction budget for Fiscal year 2024/25.  Copies of 
the proposed Plan and Budget may be reviewed at the Martins-
ville Residency Office of the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion, located at 309 Weeping Willow Lane in Bassett, Virginia or at 
the office of the Patrick County Administrator located in Stuart, 
Virginia. 

All projects in the Secondary Six-Year Plan that are eligible for 
federal funds will be included in the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Programs (STIP), which documents how Virgina will 
obligate federal transportation funds. 

Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in 
this hearing should contact the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion at (276) 629-2582.  

Oral comments, written comments or other exhibits relative to the 
proposed plan may be presented at this hearing. 

funding that allowed the program to extend 
into Patrick County.”

Established in 2021, the Piedmont Adult 
Drug Treatment Court admitted its first 
participants in April 2022. It’s one of more 
than 4,000 drug treatment courts in the 
United States that treat around 150,000 
people. 

“I am absolutely thrilled that additional 
grant funding finally made it possible to 
expand this program,” Bobbitt said. “I be-
lieve this specialized docket will provide 
much-needed services and supervision to 
people who so desperately need it, which 
will hopefully reduce recidivism and help 
these offenders become productive mem-
bers of society.”

Because the program is therapeutic in 
nature, Bobbitt said it lasts as long as nec-
essary to treat addiction, “however, the 
average length of participation is 12-18 
months,” she said.

In Martinsville-Henry County, Gravely 
said the Piedmont Adult Drug Court meets 
every other Friday on the third floor of the 

Henry County Court House with Judge 
Carter Greer presiding. 

Thus far, there are a total of 15 partici-
pants in the program, “with two graduates 
and other participants are scheduled to 
graduate March 7,” he said.

There are pending referrals In Patrick 
County, but no participants at this point, 
Gravely said.

Those eligible to join the drug court must 
be at least 18 years old at the time of sen-
tencing or adjudicated as an adult, be a res-
ident of the 21st Judicial District, have a 
reliable smartphone or landline, and choose 
to join voluntarily. 

Gravely said eligible participants may 
have a brief history of misdemeanor as-
sault and be clinically evaluated to meet 
the DSM 5 criteria for moderate or severe 
Substance Use Disorder Diagnoses.

Offenders with a co-occurring diagnosis 
of mental illness are reviewed for admis-
sion on an individual basis (excluding un-
successfully managed psychotic disorders).

At the Commonwealth’s Attorney discre-

tion, offenses include primarily drug-driv-
en, possession, forgery and uttering, larce-
ny, embezzlement, most property crimes, 
fraud, accommodation, distribution, and 
conspiracy to sell drugs.

Those who are ineligible to join the drug 
court have a violent offender history, prior 
weapons or sex offender, offenders with un-
successfully managed psychotic disorders, 
offenders with chronic medical problems 
being treated with addictive medications, 
and offenders with medical problems that 
would preclude them from actively and reg-
ularly participating in all parts of the pro-
gram.

Those with misdemeanors, violent of-
fenses, weapons offenses, burglary of an 
occupied dwelling, sex offenses, DUI third 
offense, and offenses considered category I 
and II offenses as defined by the Virginia 
Criminal Sentencing Commission will be 
excluded from the program.

For more information, contact Gravely at 
qgravely@piedmontcsb.org.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Opens in Virginia 
Program Provides Free Tax Prep Help to All

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is providing 
free in-person and virtual tax assistance 
and preparation now through April 15 
throughout Virginia. The nation’s largest 
free, volunteer-based tax assistance and 
preparation program helped secure more 
than $1.1 billion in refunds for more than 
1.5 million taxpayers last year. Tax-Aide 
is offered in conjunction with the IRS, 
and AARP membership is not required.

Tax-Aide volunteers provide free tax 
preparation and filing services to adults 
with low to moderate income in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. Vol-
unteers are trained and IRS-certified ev-
ery year to ensure they understand the 
latest changes to the U.S. Tax Code. Since 
the pandemic, AARP Foundation has seen 
a significant increase in volunteer appli-
cations nationwide, with over 20,000 peo-
ple applying to help older adults file their 
tax returns in 2023.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide offers sev-
eral options for taxpayer assistance:

In-Person Service: In Tax-Aide’s tradi-
tional in-person service, taxes are pre-
pared and filed by IRS-certified tax coun-
selors.

One-Visit Scan (Internet access re-
quired): Tax documents are scanned at 

the Tax-Aide site and then Tax-Aide vol-
unteers prepare the return remotely.

Two-Visit Scan: Tax documents are 
scanned at the Tax-Aide site and then 
volunteers prepare the return remotely. 
During a second visit, taxpayers work 
with a volunteer to finalize their return 
and obtain a printed copy for their re-
cords.

Drop Off Service: Tax documents are left 
at the Tax-Aide site with an IRS-certified 
volunteer and the return is prepared re-
motely. During a second visit, taxpayers 
work with a volunteer to file their return 
and obtain a printed copy and their orig-
inal documents.

No Site Visit Required: (Internet ac-
cess required): Taxpayers upload tax 
documents to the IRS-provided software. 
Tax-Aide volunteers prepare the return 
remotely and work with the taxpayer to 
file the return electronically.

Online Coaching: The taxpayer pre-
pares their own return and receives on-
line support from an IRS-certified volun-
teer to help them along the way.

Facilitated Self-Assistance: Taxpayers 
schedule an appointment at a Tax-Aide 
site to work with a volunteer to complete 
and file their own return.

Self-Preparation: The taxpayer pre-
pares their own return using a software 
product made available through our web-
site.

Access to the different types of taxpayer 
assistance varies by location.

“AARP Foundation Tax-Aide helps any-
one secure tax credits and much-needed 
refunds they’ve earned while saving on 
tax preparation costs,” said Mioshi Mo-
ses, Vice President of AARP Foundation 
Volunteer Programs. “Millions of people, 
especially older adults living on fixed in-
comes, depend on their refund to pay for 
monthly expenses like food and utilities. 
Last year, older adults with low income 
saved over $564 million in total with the 
help of Tax-Aide.”

Users can find the nearest Tax-Aide 
location in their area and assistance op-
tions by visiting the Tax-Aide site locator. 
The site locator features a Tax-Aide chat 
bot that can help book an appointment, 
answer questions about the program and 
transfer the conversation to a live agent 
if needed or requested. For more informa-
tion, including which documents to bring 
to the tax site, visit aarpfoundation.org/
taxaide or call 1-888-AARPNOW (1-888-
227-7669).
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202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.

OBITUARIES 

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Monroe “Pete” Edward Haynes, Jr.
Mr. Monroe “Pete” 

Edward Haynes, 
Jr., age 80 of Stuart, 
passed away peaceful-
ly Tuesday, February 
27, 2024. He was born 
on December 15, 1943, 
in Patrick County to 
the late Monroe Ed-
ward Haynes, Sr. and 
Virginia Foley Haynes. 
In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by his broth-
er, Walter Haynes. Ed 
was a member of New 
Hope Church of the 
Brethren. He enjoyed 
NASCAR racing and 
bluegrass music. The 
greatest joy of his life 
was his family, he es-
pecially loved being 
a Papa to his grand-
children and watching 
them play in their ac-
tivities.

Surviving Mr. 
Haynes are his loving 
wife of 58 years, Peggy 
Lou Martin Haynes; a 
son and daughter-in-
law, Bradley and Angie 
Haynes of Bassett, VA; 

a daughter and son-in-
law, Lori Ann and J.D. 
Morse of Stuart, VA; 
three grandchildren, 
Madison Haynes Webb 
and husband, Andrew, 
Monroe Morse, and 
Martin Morse and fi-
ancé, Julianna Over-
by, two  brothers and 
sisters-in-law, Ronnie 
Haynes and Anita Fo-
ley of Stuart, VA, Ken-
nie and Sandy Haynes 
of Stuart, VA;  two sis-
ters and a brother-in-
law, Betty Cannaday 
of Floyd, VA, and Caro-
lyn and Gaylon Moran 

of King, NC; sister-in-
law, Marilyn Haynes 
of Christiansburg; spe-
cial caregiver, Bonnie 
Goad and several niec-
es and nephews.

A funeral service for 
Mr. Haynes will be 
held Friday, March 1, 
2024, at 2:00 p.m. at 
New Hope Church of 
the Brethren with Pas-
tor Rick Randall and 
Pastor Mike Varner 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Ross Harbour 
Church Cemetery. The 
family will receive 
friends one hour prior 
to the service at the 
church on Friday af-
ternoon. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorials may be 
made to Smith River 
Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 122, Woolwine, VA  
24185, or to Alzhei-
mer’s Association, Pat-
rick County Chapter, 
P.O. Box 1301, Stuart, 
VA 24171. Online con-
dolences may be sent 
to www.moodyfuneral-
services.com.

Wavie Marie Rorrer Hubbard
Mrs. Wavie Marie 

Rorrer Hubbard, age 
85, of Meadows of Dan, 
Virginia passed away 
at her home on Friday, 
March 1, 2024. She was 
born in Patrick County 
on March 6, 1938, to 
the late William Kelcie 
Rorrer and Monnie 
Jane Belcher Rorrer. 
In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Billy Lee Hub-
bard; and one brother, 
Leonard Drewey Ror-
rer. Mrs. Hubbard was 
a teacher for Patrick 
County Public Schools 
for 35 years. Wavie 
had a very special love 
for children. She was 
a phenomenal garden-
er, and tulips were her 
favorite flower. Above 
all, she was the center 
of her family, and was 
affectionately known 
as “Grandma Wavie.” 
Mrs. Hubbard was a 
loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, 
and friend. She will be 

dearly missed by all 
who knew and loved 
her.

Mrs. Hubbard is sur-
vived by four children, 
Shelby Hubbard Puck-
ett and husband, John 
of Kernersville, NC, 
Alan Lee Hubbard and 
wife, Cathy of Mead-
ows of Dan, VA, Laura 
Hubbard Rager and 
husband, Joel of For-
est, OH, Sharon Hub-
bard Harrell and hus-
band, Mike of Vonore, 
TN; six grandchildren, 
Aaron Hubbard and 
wife Faith, Caleb Hub-
bard, John Puckett and 
wife Shelby, Macken-
zie Dillon and husband 
Gunner, Alexander 

Puckett, Clay Rager; 
four great-grandchil-
dren, Kinley, Emma, 
Easton, Elsie; a sister, 
Claudine Harmon of 
Woolwine, VA; beloved 
sister-in-law, Hope 
Harris of Meadows of 
Dan, VA; and several 
nieces and nephews.

A funeral service 
for Mrs. Hubbard will 
be held on Tuesday, 
March 5, 2024, at 
11:00 A.M. at Moody 
Funeral Home Chap-
el in Stuart, VA with 
Pastor Marcus Wood 
officiating. The buri-
al will immediately 
follow the service in 
the Hubbard Family 
Cemetery. The fami-
ly will receive friends 
one hour prior to the 
service on Tuesday 
morning at the funeral 
home. Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart is 
serving the Hubbard 
family, and online con-
dolences may be sent 
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

What Are YOU Living For? Youth Rally Comes to PCHS
By J. L. Nickelston
There is one question to ask yourself? What 

are you living for? It’s a simple question, with 
a lot of thought behind it I’m sure of. I want 
to know, What Are YOU Truly Living For? 
Yourself, family, friends, pleasing others, the 
fear of rejection, the fear of not knowing, or 
simply fear itself? Are you trying to please 
everyone else, without pleasing The One who 
made you? Do you feel anxious or lost in this 
world? Do you feel like you can’t go on? Do you 
feel like something is missing in YOUR life? 
YOU have a decision to make. Accept Jesus in 
your heart and truly follow Him. Not anyone 
else, just Him. People will always talk and 
start rumors, that is nothing but ignorance, 
however you have to realize there is someone 
out there in this big ole world waiting for you 
to step out in faith and live for Him. Someone 
is waiting on you to move, for you to take a 
stand for Jesus Christ, for you to lead others 
to Christ, for you to truly live for Him. 

I want to talk about ways you can truly live 
for Him. First off, read your bible daily. Pray 
daily. Go to church as many times as possi-
ble throughout the week. Be a servant of The 
Lord’s, ask the pastor what you can do for the 
church and the church body. Living for God is 

a true selfless act. Some say it is a sacrifice. 
We must live this way, to be like Jesus! He 
knows exactly how we feel and what we expe-
rience because he once walked this earth. He 
knows you. He loves you. He just wants your 
heart. 

I want to encourage YOU to step out in faith 
and come to an event that will be life chang-
ing.

On Saturday, March 23 at 6 p.m., Xperience 
Youth Rally will be held in the PCHS Audi-
torium located at 215 Cougar Lane Stuart. 
The line-up includes Evangelist Corey Ball, 
Worship by Nameless Faceless & The PCHS 
Praise & Worship Team, and a Drama per-
formed by Redemption Point Church. 

This is your chance to come out and see 
what everyone is talking about … Jesus! 

Let’s open a Bible and read Joel 2:28 “And 
afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all peo-
ple. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions.”

We are living in the last days, The Bible has 
already had many prophecies fulfilled and 
there are only a few left to go. The Bible also 
speaks about an end time revival, and the last 
great awakening. We see evidence of more and 

more revivals breaking out for Jesus. NOW is 
the time for prayer, now is the time for repen-
tance, now is the time for salvation, now is 
the time!

We are praying to get as many souls saved 
in the last days as possible. We must pray 2 
Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called 
by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

As you read this article in your local paper, 
I invite you to come and experience Jesus. 
I invite you to be a part of an awakening of 
young and old to truly experience God! Come 
and witness young and old praise His Holy 
name, Jesus! Only Jesus knows your whole 
life story, he knows your burdens, he knows 
your grief and unbearable pain, he knows how 
you got on the wrong path with the wrong 
friends, and he knows how you got in the po-
sition you are in at this very moment, BUT 
JESUS is The Only One that can save YOU! 
See my God forgave me of my sins, and He can 
forgive you of yours, you just have to ask Him 
in your heart. 

I invite you to come, just come and see Jesus 
move.

SCC and WCU Offer BSN in Nursing
Surry Community College has entered a new 

collaborative partnership with Western Caro-
lina University.  Beginning with the Fall 2024 
semester, Surry Community College and West-
ern Carolina University are joining forces to of-
fer nursing students the opportunity to obtain a 
baccalaureate degree in nursing on the Dobson 
campus of SCC through the Regionally Increas-
ing Baccalaureate Nurses (RIBN) program.

Prospective students wishing to take advan-
tage of this opportunity must have their appli-
cations submitted by April 15, 2024. To be ad-
mitted to the program, students must meet all 
prerequisite course criteria and pass the Test of 
Essential Academic Skills, or TEAS test, which 
will be offered April 24, 25, and 26, 2024 at SCC. 
The TEAS test is a standardized exam used by 
nursing programs to assess student readiness 
for nursing school. Applications for the Fall 2024 
Associate Degree Nursing program are also due 
April 15.

The RIBN collaborative program between 

SCC and WCU provides nursing students with 
an affordable and accessible opportunity to at-
tain a four-year baccalaureate degree in nursing 
while attending classes on the campus of SCC 
with online classes through WCU.

Students are dually enrolled at SCC and 
WCU, and take in-person classes at SCC, along 
with certain online classes at WCU, during the 
first three years of the program. At the end of 
the third-year, students take the licensure ex-
amination for registered nurses (NCLEX-RN) 
and are then eligible to work as a Registered 
Nurse (RN) while completing their final year of 
nursing, which is offered online through WCU. 

The opportunity to be employed as RNs after 
the third year in the RIBN program engages 
nurses in the workforce a year earlier.  In tra-
ditional four-year baccalaureate programs, stu-
dents cannot begin their nursing employment 
until they complete the fourth year of nursing 
school. 

Graduates of the RIBN program will be pre-

pared for employment in various fields of nurs-
ing in the hospital or the outpatient setting.  
They will quickly be able to advance into lead-
ership roles as well as roles in nursing educa-
tion.  The advanced degree through the RIBN 
program positions the graduate to obtain board 
certification or pursue further education at the 
master’s or doctoral level.

If you are interested in applying to SCC’s 
Associate Degree Nursing or RIBN program 
for Fall 2024, please contact Leona Childress, 
SCC Coordinator of Special Admissions, at chil-
dressl@surry.edu or (336) 386-3358, in addition 
to contacting Carol Roberts, Instructional As-
sistant for Health Sciences, at robertscd@surry.
edu to complete the Intent to Apply form. If you 
have questions about SCC’s nursing program in 
general, feel free to contact Dr. Yvonne Johnson, 
Dean of Health Sciences, at johnsonv@surry.edu 
or (336) 386-3368. More information is available 
on surry.edu. Follow Surry’s nursing students 
on Facebook @surrynursing.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 12

1. Is the book of 3 Kings (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. Who said, “I indeed baptized 
you with water, but He will bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit”? 
Matthew, Mark, John the Baptist, 
Luke 

3. From Leviticus 14, how long 
was a “clean” person required 
to remain outside his tent? One 
night, Two nights, Four days, Sev-
en days

4. What town or city was Saul 
of Tarsus near when he converted 
to Christianity? Damascus, Assos, 

Corinth, Gaza
5. Jesus says that you have to do 

what to see the kingdom of God? 
Love one another, Be born again, 
Do what’s right, Tithe

6. Which apostle’s mother-in-
law is mentioned in the Bible? Pe-
ter, Judas, James, Andrew

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) John 
the Baptist, 3) Seven days, 4) 
Damacus, 5) Be born again, 6) Pe-
ter

Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s Ca-
sey’s latest book, “Test Your Bi-
ble Knowledge,” now available in 
bookstores and online.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Mingling Truth with Grace 
Alan Dean, retired Seventh-day 

Adventist pastor
John 1:17 states “For the law 

was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ”.  John 
is telling us Jesus combined truth 
with grace. In John 1:14 John tells 
us that Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
was “full of grace and truth.” That’s 
a combination each of us should as-
pire toward – truth with grace.

We may justify our spreading bad 
news about someone or the church 
by saying “Well, it’s the truth, isn’t 
it?” We feel that because we have 
the facts straight, we can make 
whatever use of them we please. It 
may hurt someone, but we’ll con-
tend that the truth must be heard.

Not so with Jesus. Truth alone 
was not sufficient reason to be a 
bearer of it to others. He combined 
truth with grace. Someone has said 
that before we pass information 
on, we need to ask ourselves 1) Is 
it true? 2) Is it kind? and 3) Is it 
necessary? This, many times, may 
help us hold our tongue and save a 
lot of damage.

Think of how much Jesus knew 
about people. He could discern 
the motives, desires, and inward 
thoughts of people. And He could 
have exposed them publicly. He 
could have embarrassed His crit-
ics or disarmed any opponent. But 
He didn’t. He mingled truth with 
grace.

One day a woman caught in adul-
tery was brought before Jesus by 

some religious leaders in the pres-
ence of a large group of people. The 
woman cringed before her accus-
ers, awaiting the death sentence.  
Jesus said to the accusers “He that 
is without sin cast the first stone.” 
But before they could answer, He 
began writing in the dust of the 
ground the sins of each of the ac-
cusers. The religious leaders read 
them and silently slipped away.

I’m sure Jesus brushed over the 
dust as they were leaving. He could 
have publicly condemned each one 
of them, but the truth was mixed 
with grace. He desired not to con-
demn or embarrass them, but rath-
er He hoped and prayed for their 
repentance instead. He didn’t con-
demn the adulterous woman ei-
ther, but instead told her to “go and 
sin no more.”

Almost every day we are con-
fronted with apparent truth about 
people, events, and circumstanc-
es. We need to remember the 3 
requirements to consider before 
passing on the information. This is 
practicing grace. Too often we want 
to feel better about our sinful life 
by exposing the sins of others.

Lastly, when we have learned 
Bible truth that we feel needs to 
be shared with others, let’s do it 
with humility without putting the 
person down who believes differ-
ently. People would have a better 
view of Christianity if we were less 
forward and more tactful with “our 
truth.” Let’s mix truth with grace.

Taylor honored for service

On behalf of the Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors, 
E. Wayne Clark, Joseph Sparks, George Stovall, Richard Kreh, Sr., John Wood and staff 
members Sandra Heath and Tony Collins; Mr. Clark, District Chairman, presented Christian 
Taylor with a plaque of appreciation for dedicated and devoted service as District Director 
on the Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation District Board. We appreciate Mr. Taylor 
and wish him well in his future endeavors.Patrick SWCD represents one of 47 Virginia 
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and delivers voluntary, locally led 
conservation solutions to the agriculture community.  Patrick SWCD provides technical 
assistance for natural resource conservation to land users, farmers and foresters in 
Patrick County.
 For more information or to schedule a field visit, please contact the Patrick County Soil 
and Water Conservation District office at 276-694-2911 or feel free to visit the office 
located at 104 Via Avenue, Stuart, Virginia 24171. (Photo by Sandra Heath)

Personal Property 
Returns due May 1

Personal property tax returns 
have been mailed to all residents of 
the county. Ownership of personal 
property and business equipment 
owned on January 1, 2024, should be 
verified and returned to the Commis-
sioner of the Revenue office by May 
1.

Please review all vehicles and mark 
personal or business use. To qualify 
for business use, a vehicle must be 
used more than 50% in a business. 

Any vehicles, utility trailers, boats, 
campers or mobile homes not listed 
need to be noted on the form.

Business owners must attach a 
depreciation schedule or itemized 
listing of property owned on January 
1st, 2024.

Please contact the Commissioner 
of the Revenue office located in the 
Patrick County Veterans Memorial 
Building Room, 106 Rucker St, Room 
220 or call (276) 694-7131.
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KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-

3913 or 276-340-7786. 
Email at kendrickpaving@

gmail.com
Carrying on the

tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm 

Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 
561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or 

757-621-5219.

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years? experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

FOR SALE

TWO (2) BURIAL PLOTS 
IN PATRICK MEMORIAL 
GARDEN. LOCATION: 
LEFT CENTER MAIN 

SECTION. INCLUDES TWO 
$1300 VAULTS, CURRENT 

MEMORIAL GARDENS 
SALE PRICE, $2600. MSG / 

CALL – 346-620-0211

Fairy Stone State Park 
Now Hiring Multiple 
Seasonal Positions!
Beach Maintenance  

Ranger, Beach Ranger 
(Lifeguard),

Contact Ranger, Food 
Service Ranger, 

Maintenance Ranger
www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs
DCR is EEO Apply online 
or at the park office:  967 

Fairystone Lake Drive 
Stuart, VA 24171 276-930-

2424 Positions open until 
filled.

  

HUGE Estate/Yard 
sale March 9th at Ross 
Harbour Church at 6260 
Elamsville Road, Stuart.  

5 partial estates including 
furniture, organ, garden, 

yard, and hand tools, 
fishing, hotwheels etc, 
lego sets retired, dish 
sets, glassware, home 

interior, small appliances, 
box lots, and so much 
more.  Outside sales at 

7am, Inside at 8AM sharp, 
Basement will be packed!  
Great prices for a good 

cause. Rain or Shine.  We 
have canopies and picnic 
shelter outside.  DON’T 

MISS THIS ONE!!!   

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  

Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

FAMRS/FISH
Live Fish for stocking 
ponds. Many varieties 

available. Delivery to your 
pond or pickup

available. Call Zetts Fish 
Farm for information 304-
995-9202, Cell 304-820-

6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 

for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins 

II Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters! FREE 

Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for 

More Details! American 
Made Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-

ERAC home standby gen-
erator. $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 

Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 

1-844-947-1479 

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-

4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-

tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior &amp; 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath 

& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality mate-
rials &amp; professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 

Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consulta-

tion now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-

ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 

Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorney-

va.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 

and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii 
plus dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649 

per person (double oc-
cupancy req’d.) YMT Va-
cations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax and

enjoy. Call 1-855-743-
0491 for more details. Use 
promo code YMT2024 for 
$250 off. Limited time only.

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 

Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 

Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-888-

366-7596 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/vapress

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Are you 
looking to 
sell or buy 
a home or 

property in 
VA or NC?

Country 
Homes, 

Farms, Land,
Mountain & 
Waterfront 

Property

Broker, Johnny Lambert

Lambert 
Realty

Broker in Virginia 
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646 
or email 

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full  
listings at 

www.uclambertrealty.com

Let Our 
Experience 

Work 
For You.

NEW LOCATION
Now located at 

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093

Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-733-3575

ESTATE SALE

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 
will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, March 11, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick County Veteran’s Memorial 
Building located at 106 Rucker Street in Stuart, Virginia, to discuss 
the Fairy Stone Solar Siting Agreement. The hearing will begin at 
6:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor Courtroom in the Patrick County Veterans 
Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Virginia. Action will 
be taken at the meeting. If you would like to review the Fairy Stone 
Solar Siting Agreement, you may do so at the County Administration 
Office, Suite 218.
If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please 
contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.
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REQUEST FOR ASO PROPOSAL
Patrick County Public Schools, Stuart, VA, is seeking sealed proposals 
to establish and Administrative Services Only contract for Health plans 

only. To obtain a copy of the Request for Proposal, contact:
Sam Irby / Karen Hawks

Innovative Insurance Group
P.O. Box 440

820 East Avenue
Kenbridge, VA 23944

(434) 676-9496
karen@thinkinnovative.net

Proposals are due no later than 10:00 a.m.,
Monday, March 11, 2024

LEGALLegal 1 col x 1”
0306 0313

Patrick County Public Schools 
is seeking bids for Cellular Se-
curity Cameras. Bids must be 
submitted by March 22, 2024 at 
4:30 p.m. Please see our website, 
www.patrick.k12.va.us for more 
information.
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ004866-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia   CODE §8.01-316
PATRICK J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NEFF, ANIYA ELLYSE
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF JOHN 
NEFF “RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILI-
TIES” MEAN ALL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN-
ING WITH THE PARENT AFTER THE TRANSFER OF LEGAL 
CUSTODY OR GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE RIGHT OF VISITATION, CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE RELIGIOUS AF-
FILIATION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORT.
It is ORDERED that JOHN NEFF appear at the above-named court 
and protect his interests on or before 04/04/2024 at 11:15 a.m.

2/29/2024
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ004867-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia   CODE §8.01-316
PATRICK J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NEFF, CONNOR AIDEN
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF JOHN 
NEFF “RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILI-
TIES” MEAN ALL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN-
ING WITH THE PARENT AFTER THE TRANSFER OF LEGAL 
CUSTODY OR GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE RIGHT OF VISITATION, CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE RELIGIOUS AF-
FILIATION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORT.
It is ORDERED that JOHN NEFF appear at the above-named court 
and protect his interests on or before 04/04/2024 at 11:15 a.m.

2/29/2024
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ004868-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia   CODE §8.01-316
PATRICK J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NEFF, MICHAEL WILLIAM
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF JOHN 
NEFF “RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILI-
TIES” MEAN ALL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN-
ING WITH THE PARENT AFTER THE TRANSFER OF LEGAL 
CUSTODY OR GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE RIGHT OF VISITATION, CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE RELIGIOUS AF-
FILIATION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORT.
It is ORDERED that JOHN NEFF appear at the above-named court 
and protect his interests on or before 04/04/2024 at 11:15 a.m.

2/29/2024
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. JJ004869-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia   CODE §8.01-316
PATRICK J & DR - JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re NEFF, CYAN RAYNE
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS OF JOHN 
NEFF “RESIDUAL PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILI-
TIES” MEAN ALL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN-
ING WITH THE PARENT AFTER THE TRANSFER OF LEGAL 
CUSTODY OR GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE RIGHT OF VISITATION, CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE RELIGIOUS AF-
FILIATION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORT.
It is ORDERED that JOHN NEFF appear at the above-named court 
and protect his interests on or before 04/04/2024 at 11:15 a.m.

2/29/2024
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Patrick County Public Schools is 
seeking bids for Door Intercoms. 
Bids must be submitted by March 
22, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. Please see 
our website, www.patrick.k12.
va.us for more information.

LEGAL

The following land transfers were recorded 
in January, according to records in the Patrick 
County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office:

Dorothy Wickert Barrett to Danette McDuffie 
Johnson and husband, 10.005 acres, no district 
given.

Connie Blackwell to Sean M. McNiff and oth-
er, 1.3546 and 0.87730 acres, Smith River Dis-
trict.

Edwin Lincoln Bland and other to David John 
Lesko, 20 and 40 acres, Peters Creek District.

Catherine Lynn Boles to Mary Ann Brannock, 
5.197 acres, Peters Creek District.

Rita E. Bowman, executor to Ross M. Hiatt 
and wife, 5.881 acres, Dan River District.

C.L. Martin Family LLC to Gwen W. Elf, lots, 
Mayo River District.

William Gary Carmichael Sr. to Howard Ple-
mmons Jr. and wife, 12.8867, 1.949 and 40.969 
acres, no district given.

William Gary Carmichael Sr. to Howard Ple-
mmons Jr. and wife, 49.430 and 25.7147 acres, 
Patrick and Floyd counties.

Wilma A. Drinkard to Mark Anthony Godfrey, 
0.3971, 0.0477, 0.6151 and 0.700 acres, Peters 
Creek District.

Bettie S. Epperson, executor to Bettie S. Ep-
person and other, 1.6 acres, Dan River District.

Lloyd M. Higgins to Groundhog Mountain 
Property, lot, Dan River District.

Melvin Elmo Hubbard Sr. and other to 
Heatquest LLC, 1.1094 acres, Blue Ridge Dis-
trict.

Edward Nelson Hunt Jr., executor to Floyd 
D. Edwards, lots, Mayo River District/Town of 
Stuart.

James W. Ingle and others to Andrew Wilson 
Nickelston and wife, 28.9419 and 1.605 acres, 
Peters Creek District.

Cheryl Steele Kiefer to Stagecoach Leasing 
Company LLC, 6.9571 and 0.6509 acres, Mayo 
River District.

James E. King and wife to Robert C. Springer 
IV and wife, 10 acres, Dan River District.

Linda M. Kreidler to Brenda P. Burne, 3.6 
acres, Smith River District.

Geneva Nolen Martin, executor to Anthony C. 
Brown, lots, Smith River District.

William Paul Mattox and wife to Ronnie S. 
Quesenberry and wife, unit, Blue Ridge District.

Marshall Kirk McGhee to Chad Everett Mc-
Ghee, 7.274 and 4.599 acres, Smith River Dis-

trict.
Roy Lassiter Parrish and other to William 

Paul Mattox and wife, unit, Dan River District.
Charles Ray Reaves to Kimberly Huff Spen-

cer, .310 acres, Dan River District.
Shipley Real Estate 1, LLC to Keith Al-

len Hoffman, 13.8408, 13.9160, 19.4092 and 
18.5297 acres, Peters Creek District.

Roger Lewis Spencer to Lori Koltiska, 7.4326, 
7.3 and 6.8 acres, Blue Ridge District.

The Bank of New York Mellon and other to 
JR Collaborative LLC, 7.769 acres, Mayo River 
District.

Trustee Services of Virginia LLC to Planet 
Home Lending LLC, 0.478 acres, Mayo River 
District.

Deena Handy Whitlow to Paul E. Goddard 
and wife, 4.000 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Wintrust Mortgage to Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, 2.332 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Mohammad A. Zaghab and other to Coleman 
Guy Dehart and other, 10.7396 acres, Peters 
Creek District.

Zoo Land Florida Partners LLC and others to 
Circle B LLC, 111.407 acres, Smith River Dis-
trict.

Lawmakers signal more support for 
electric vehicles, charging network
By Sam Bradley
Capital News Service
Lawmakers advanced legislation to expand 

electric vehicle infrastructure throughout the 
state, which could help meet a looming man-
date that sales of new gas-powered vehicles 
be phased out by 2035.

More infrastructure, such as electric char-
gers, is needed to meet the deadline and 
growing EV demand. 

Del. Richard “Rip” Sullivan, D-Fairfax, in-
troduced House Bill 107, which creates the 
Electric Vehicle Rural Infrastructure Pro-
gram and Fund. The measure financially as-
sists developers in bringing EV chargers to 
rural areas that meet established conditions. 
Areas qualify based on population density, 
annual unemployment and poverty rates.

Funds would be used to offset nonutility 
costs, which include construction and some 
needed parts like breakers, conduits and ca-
bles. Developer grants would be capped at 
70% of the cost to construct public charging 
stations. 

The bill passed the House with bipartisan 
support, on a 71-27 vote. Sullivan requested 
$50 million over the next two years for the 
fund. An employee would need to help man-
age the fund, on an estimated $50,000 annu-
al salary. 

The House budget presented earlier this 
week reduced the amount to $2 million in the 
current fiscal year.

“I look at it very positively, and I am hopeful 
about the bill’s chances,” Sullivan said about 
the budget. “Virginia is a very big place. We 
need a lot of EV charging stations around it, 
so I view this as a good start.”

The number of public EV chargers in Vir-
ginia increased by approximately 75% since 
2020, per a study recently released by the 
Southern Environmental Law Center. Senior 
attorney Trip Pollard is the land and commu-
nity program leader with the nonprofit advo-
cacy group. 

There are still big gaps in EV charger cov-
erage. The state’s transition to modern, more 
sustainable transportation will not happen 
overnight and the public needs to be prepared 
for it, according to Pollard. 

A fund to help rural development is import-
ant to bridge the gap between EV ownership 
and its practicality in rural or lower-income 
communities. Legislation can help ensure no 
communities are left behind in the transition, 
Pollard said. 

There has been a federal push to increase 
the spread of publicly available chargers 
through the Federal Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act, Pollard said. The feder-
al funding appropriates $106 million over 
five years to support the expansion of an EV 
charging network. Virginia can also apply for 
the $2.5 billion dedicated to grants for EV 
charging.

There is a gap in rural coverage, since most 
charging infrastructure is centered around 
major interstates and highways. Many ru-
ral areas in Virginia are without the type of 
public ports needed to charge EVs quickly, 
according to a study from the Southern Envi-
ronmental Law Center. 

Private charging is the dominant option for 
EV owners. Roughly 90% of EV owners can 
install private chargers at their home, ac-
cording to the study. 

“That’s one of the biggest areas that we 
need to address,” Pollard said. “The majority 
of EV owners charge at home, but if you’re in 
a multi-family that can often be very difficult 
to do.”

EV charging standards for new develop-
ment

Del. Adele McClure, D-Arlington, intro-
duced HB 405, which tasks the Commission 
on Electric Utility Regulation to oversee the 
design standards and requirements to safely 
bring charging capabilities into new housing 
developments.

The commission would determine what 
type of electrical distribution infrastructure 
is needed to support EV charging facilities in 
new single-family and multifamily residen-
tial units.

When McClure canvassed during campaign 
season, she heard from constituents who said 
they wanted to see more EV infrastructure.

“I started thinking about ways where we 
can ensure that there are more charging sta-
tions, especially when it comes to new builds,” 
McClure said.

The bill stems from conversations between 
home builders and environmentalists on the 
best way to remove barriers and lower the 
costs to build “easy-ready and EV-capable 
residential communities,” McClure said.

All new vehicles sold must be electric mod-
els, starting in 2035. The mandate stems 
from the state’s Clean Car law passed in 
2021, which adopts California’s standard. 
But 35% of all new cars and trucks sold in 
Virginia with a 2026 model year must be 
electric. Lawmakers have attempted to over-
turn the law, questioning if the state’s infra-
structure will be ready and if the vehicles are 
affordable enough.

Both of the bills are now waiting to be heard 
in committees, after crossing over to the Sen-
ate. 

Capital News Service is a program of Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University’s Robertson 
School of Media and Culture. Students in the 
program provide state government coverage 
for a variety of media outlets in Virginia.
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NOTICE
 All announcements 
to be included in the 

Community Calendar must 
be received by 5 p.m. 
on Friday the week 
before publish date. 

Items are published as 
space permits. Email to: 
dhall@theenterprise.net

Meetings

Monday, March 11
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court 
room of the Patrick County Administration 
Building.

Thursday, March 14
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the school board administra-
tion building.

Monday, March 18
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

(P&HCC) Board Academic & Student Affairs 
Committee will meet at 11:30 a.m. in Room 
145 in the Frith Economic Development Cen-
ter.

The P&HCC Board will meet at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Hooker Exhibit Hall in the Frith Eco-
nomic Development Center.

Tuesday, March 19
The Patrick County Planning Commission 

will hold a sub-committee work session meet-
ing at 4 p.m. in the Community Room at the 
Patrick & Henry Community College, Stuart 
site.

Wednesday, March 20
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. 

in the Town Office.

Wednesday, March 27
The Patrick County EDA will meet at 7 p.m. 

in the second floor conference room of the Pat-
rick County Administration Building.

Events

Friday, March 8
A Moonshine Hollow Hike will be held at 10 

a.m. at the Fairystone State Park Visitor Cen-
ter.

A Fayerdale Missing Town hike will be held 
at 2:30 p.m. at the Fairystone State Park Shel-
ter 4.

Saturday, March 9
A Hunters Education Class will be held at 

10 Via Ave in Stuart from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It 
is for hunters 12 and up to be able to obtain a 
hunting license. Lunch will be provided. Reg-
ister at dwr.Virginia.gov. For questions, call 
Jonathan Scott at (276) 229-1700.

The Patrick County Master Gardeners As-
sociation will host its 15th annual Gardening 
Symposium at the Patrick & Henry Communi-
ty College (P&HCC) from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The cost is $10, and is payable at the door.

Mayo Mountain Church will hold a free com-
munity meal, a fish fry, starting at 6 p.m.

A Little Mountain Falls hike will be held at 
9 a.m. at the Fairystone State Park Amphithe-
ater Trailhead Parking Lot.

Lakeshore Trail hike will be held at 1:30 
p.m. at the Fairystone State Park Amphithe-
ater Trailhead Parking Lot.

Huge Estate/Yard sale fundraiser for Schol-
arships for kids in need at Ross Harbour 
Church on Elamsville Road. Inside doors open 
at 8 a.m. Outside by 7 a.m.  The women’s group 
will have biscuits, coffee, drinks, etc., for sale.

Sunday, March 10
Mountain View/Horse Camp Trail hike will 

be held at 9 a.m. at Fairystone State Park Am-
phitheater Trailhead Parking Lot.

Iron Mine hike will be held at 1:30 p.m. at 
Fairystone State Park Iron Mine Parking Lot.

Wednesday, March 13
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-

tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. 
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 
8:30 a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 
5:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 14
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 

will meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at 
Rotary Field in Stuart. Entertainment will be 
provided by Herbert and Tina Conner. Pizza, 
tossed salad, and beverages will be provided 
to all attendees. Attendees are requested to 
bring desserts to share with the group.

Friday, March 15
The Woolwine Community Food Pantry will 

be at the Fairystone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment from 3-4:30 p.m.

A Moonshine Hollow Hike will be held at 10 
a.m. at the Fairystone State Park Visitor Cen-
ter.

A Fayerdale Missing Town hike will be held 
at 2:30 p.m. at the Fairystone State Park Shel-
ter 4.

Saturday, March 16
Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 

hold a country breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m. 
Adult plates are $10 each with child plates be-
ing $8 each. All take out plates are $10 each. 
Call in orders can be made by calling (276) 
930-2113.

A Spring-Oh Bingo will be held at the Fran-
cisco Community Center in Westfield, NC. 

Hotdogs will be available at 6 p.m. and games 
start at 7 p.m. A $20 donation includes 20 
games with 3 per card and four door prize tick-
ets. $3 for one card or $5 for two. All proceeds 
go toward Francisco VFD Auxiliary projects.

The second annual Patrick County’s Got Tal-
ent & Bake Sale featuring Michael Ray Fain 
will be held at 7 p.m. at the Patrick County 
High School (PCHS). Admission is free, though 
the Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group, LLC, 
will gladly accept donations.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Library hosts Story 
Time with Ms. Sam at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, 
with books, songs, finger plays, and more. For 
more information, call (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every 
month at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena 
Vista Ave in Stuart. New members or volun-
teers are welcome. For more information, call 
(276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Library will hold the 
LEGO Club with Ms. Sam on Mondays from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. This program is mainly intend-
ed for school age children. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (276) 694-3352.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club will hold Rook 
games every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at the American Legion Post 105 
at 7 p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to 
attend.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stu-
art (across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 
694-2356 for more information.

Willis Gap Community Center will hold an 
Open Jam Acoustic every Friday night with 
doors opening at 6 p.m. for hotdogs, chips, 
candies, popcorn, coffee, and assorted sodas. 
From 7-10 p.m. there will be old time country, 
bluegrass, and gospel music. A 50/50 drawing 
will be held at about 8:15 p.m.

VADOC launches tipline to stop 
flow of drugs, contraband 

The Virginia Department of Corrections 
(VADOC) is continuing its efforts to halt the 
attempted stream of drugs and contraband 
into its facilities by urging individuals to 
anonymously call its recently created Drug 
and Contraband Tipline at (540) 830-9280.

Callers can speak directly to a member of 
the Department’s Drug Intelligence Unit of 
the VADOC Special Operations Group or 
leave a detailed voicemail. The information 
provided is vetted before it goes to the VA-
DOC’s Drug Task Force, if warranted. The 
tipline is monitored 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week.
Callers can choose to remain anonymous 

when calling the tipline.
“The safety and security of our employees, 

inmates, and supervisees is our top prior-
ity,” said VADOC Director Chad Dotson. 
“We know that safety and security is a cru-
cial concern for loved ones as well. That is 
why I am urging anyone who has any infor-
mation about an attempt to smuggle drugs 
or contraband into our facilities to call this 
tipline. One call can save lives – and help 
the Virginia Department of Corrections 
in its mission to provide long-term public 
safety in the Commonwealth.” 

The VADOC will continue to examine 
ways to prevent the entry of drugs and con-
traband into all facilities, fostering a safe 
and secure environment for both employ-
ees and inmates. 
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Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd 1111 Spruce Street

MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK
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9 marriage-related measures in 
the state known for its lovers 

By Parker Barnes
Capital News Service
Only a few bills out of the thou-

sands introduced this General As-
sembly session tackle love.

Lawmakers resumed the long-
standing effort to codify same-sex 
marriage protection, but there 
are a handful of other bills that 
address marriage in the common-
wealth.

Marriage for the “mature”
Del. Karen Keys-Gamarra, 

D-Fairfax, introduced House Bill 
994, which passed the House 55-
42. The bill reaffirms the legal age 
of marriage to be 18 years old. It 
will remove an exception that al-
lows minors to become emancipat-
ed if they intend to get married. 

“I believe that marriage … it 
should be a lifetime commitment,” 
Keys-Gamarra said. “It is a deci-
sion that should be made by people 
who are mature.”

The delegate cited higher divorce 
and poverty rates among those 
who marry young, as well as an in-
crease in pregnancy complications, 
as reasons the bill was introduced.

“It increases dropout rates and 
things of that nature that really 
suggests that marrying young is 
not the healthiest thing for most 
people,” Keys-Gamarra said.

The bill was amended to in-
clude a reenactment clause, which 
means it needs to pass this session 
and next.

“Essentially this is what we call 
a speedbump,” said Del. Marcus 
Simon, D-Fairfax, in committee, 
but it helped the bill advance.

Simon voiced concerns about a 
potential loophole in which minors 
could seek emancipation for an 

unrelated 
r e a s o n , 
but then 
still mar-
ry.

The bill 

was placed in the Senate Commit-
tee for Courts of Justice. 

Advance directive null with 
divorce or custody dispute

Del. Jed Arnold, R-Marion, in-
troduced HB 436. 

The bill allows a person to re-
voke an advance directive upon 
the filing for divorce or annulment 
of their marriage. An advance di-
rective, or a living will, is a writ-
ten document that determines a 
patient’s medical care in the case 
that they are unable to speak for 
themselves. 

The bill also amends the Health 
Care Decisions Act to include di-
vorce actions and custody visita-
tion disputes as grounds for revo-
cation.

“You could get a petition for cus-
tody of visitation prior to a divorce 

being entered,” Simon 
said. “Under this bill 
that sort of is the red 
flag that says ‘hey, 
they’re fighting over 
the kids, they proba-
bly don’t want to have 
each other making 
each other’s medical 

decisions.’”
Arnold encountered this issue in 

his legal practice. Someone with-
out an advance directive can be 
their partner’s medical represen-
tative unless there is a divorce ac-
tion pending between them.

“I thought that if it’s good enough 
for somebody that doesn’t have an 
advance directive or hasn’t execut-
ed one, it should be grounds for re-
vocation if somebody has executed 
an advance directive,” Arnold said.

The bill passed both chambers of 
the General Assembly unanimous-
ly. 

Marriage rites performed by 
people other than ministers

Del. Betsy Carr, D-Richmond, 
introduced HB 1126, which adds 
Virginia congressional representa-
tives to the list of those who can 
perform rites of marriage without 
court authorization. Also on the 
list are current legislators, the 
governor, lieutenant governor, at-
torney general -- and of course, a 
minister. 

Others not included in this list 
can officiate a marriage if they pay 
fees and sign paperwork.

The bill saw bipartisan engage-
ment in both chambers.

A similar measure introduced 
by Sen. Bill DeSteph, R-Virginia 
Beach, Senate Bill 175, would add 
court clerks and former state legis-
lators to this list, but not congres-
sional members. The bill will have 
its final vote soon.

Licensure portability for 
couples therapists

Del. Mark Sickles, D-Fairfax, 
introduced HB 329, to increase 
patient access to individuals qual-
ified for therapy. It eases the pro-

cess of licensure by endorsement 
for marriage and family thera-
pists.

“It’s not a secret that we have 
a dearth of mental health profes-
sionals,” said Arnold Woodruff, ex-
ecutive director of the Virginia As-
sociation for Marriage and Family 
Therapy. 

The American Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
also spoke in support of the mea-
sure and said it is part of an effort 
they are spearheading across nine 
states, including Virginia.

 An applicant must show specific 
documentation from another juris-
diction, have no unresolved action 
against their license or certificate, 
and submit a written statement 
that says they understand Virgin-
ia regulations and laws. 

The bill passed both chambers 
unanimously.

Virginia for all lovers
Sen. Adam Ebbin, D-Alexandria, 

introduced Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 11, a constitutional amend-
ment to repeal the current state 
definition of marriage as only be-
tween one man and one woman. 
It was continued to 2025. A House 
measure was also continued.

The Virginia constitution was 
amended in 2006 to define mar-
riage, and legislative efforts have 
been ongoing for at least a decade 
to include protections for same-sex 
couples.

A continued Democratic majori-
ty is necessary to codify the right 
to marry regardless of sex, gender 
or race, according to Ebbin.

“Republican legislators have 
dragged their feet in the past and 
very few of them have been sup-
portive,” Ebbin said. “I’m appre-
ciative of those who have.”

Same-sex marriage became fed-
erally recognized through the U.S. 
Supreme Court Obergefell v. Hodg-
es ruling. Advocates and couples 
have voiced concern that there are 
no state protections if the ruling 
is overturned, other than limited 
protections in the Respect for Mar-
riage Act passed in 2022. 

Two bills that recently passed 
both chambers and head to the 
governor’s desk would ensure mar-
riage licenses for same-sex cou-
ples. HB 174 and SB 101 make up 
for the state constitutional gap.

“In the short term, we just want 
to make clear that clerks issue 
licenses to people regardless of 
whether it’s a same-sex marriage 
or opposite-sex marriage,” Ebbin 
said. 

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s Robertson School of 
Media and Culture. Students in 
the program provide state govern-
ment coverage for a variety of me-
dia outlets in Virginia.

Love mural on the southeast corner of Grove Ave. and Strawberry St. in Richmond, 
Virginia. “Virginia is for Lovers” is a famous state advertising slogan. Several bills 
regulating love in the form of marriage are making their way through the 2024 General 
Assembly session. Photo by Parker Barnes/Capital News Service
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FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

Delivery Will Be:
Thurs.,  Mar. 21
Stuart 12:15 - 1:00

@ Wood’s Cold Storage 

Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45 
@ Southern States

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

Hugh Selection To Choose From

We Have What You Are 
Looking For!!

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE
1580 GREENSBORO ROAD

MARTINSVILLE, VA

276-632-1286
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM

GOT EXTRA CASH?  
See our EARLY SPRING 

SPECIALS

GOT EXTRA CASH?  
See our EARLY SPRING 

SPECIALS

Rt 8, North of Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-3888 • WoodsColdStorage.com

Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply
STIHL SALES & SERVICE

We 
Welcome 

SNAP/EBT

New Supply of 
Patrick County 

Grown Beef 
Available Now

Early Spring Specials 
on STIHL Power Tools 

$20.00 to $50.00 off 
on selected models

$60.00

New Supply
of Local Ground 
Beef Available

NEW GARDEN
SUPPLIES ARE HERE

P&HCC Recognized by Achieving the Dream 
as a 2024 Leader College of Distinction

Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) has been designat-
ed a Leader College of Distinction 
by Achieving the Dream (ATD), a 
national nonprofit dedicated to ad-
vancing community colleges as hubs 
of equity and mobility in their com-
munities.

“Patrick & Henry Community 
College is honored to be one of only 
six schools in the nation to receive 
this important designation, which 
highlights our success in increasing 
retention and closing economic op-
portunity gaps,” said P&HCC presi-
dent Dr. Greg Hodges, adding, “It is 
especially significant to us to recer-
tify as a Leader College of Distinc-
tion, having been one of the original 
26 colleges to join ATD in 2004.”

ATD created the Leader College of 
Distinction award in 2018 to recog-
nize colleges that have pursued and 
met challenging student success 
goals, often earning Leader College 
status several times. Leader Col-
leges of Distinction must show im-
provement in three or more student 
outcome metrics, including at least 
one lagging indicator such as com-
pletion or transfer with an earned 
baccalaureate. Leader Colleges of 
Distinction are also required to 
show they have reduced equity gaps 
in at least two metrics for at least 
two student groups. These require-
ments recognize and motivate sus-
tained and proactive reform efforts 

that result in greater improvements 
in student success and equity.

Patrick & Henry Community 
College was also presented with a 
special 20th anniversary award at 
ATD’s annual DREAM conference: 
the Network Legend Award. Since 

2004, ATD has worked with its net-
work to innovate in response to the 
world’s current reality. The Net-
work Legend Award recognized the 
15 colleges that began their part-
nership with ATD in 2004 and cel-
ebrates their longevity in the Net-

work.
P&HCC is part of the ATD Net-

work, made up of 300+ colleges 
committed to advancing equity and 
supporting student success at their 
institutions and throughout their 
communities. P&HCC has been a 
member of the ATD Network since 
2004.

ATD is a partner and champion of 
more than 300 community colleges 
across the country. Drawing on ex-
pert coaches, groundbreaking pro-
grams, and national peer network, 
the organization provides institu-
tions with integrated, tailored sup-
port for every aspect of their work 
— from foundational capacities such 
as leadership, data, and equity to in-
tentional strategies for supporting 
students holistically, building K–12 
partnerships, and more. ATD calls 
this Whole College Transformation. 
Its vision is for every college to be 
a catalyst for equitable, antiracist, 
and economically vibrant communi-
ties. ATD knows that with the right 
partner and the right approach, col-
leges can drive access, completion 
rates, and employment outcomes 
— so that all students can access 
life-changing learning that propels 
them into community-changing ca-
reers. Follow ATD on X (Twitter), 
Facebook, and LinkedIn. To learn 
more, visit the Achieving the Dream 
(ATD) website: www.achievingthe-
dream.org. 

P&HCC president Dr. Greg Hodges receives the Leader College of Distinction award from 
Dr. Monica Parrish Trent (ATD Chief Program and Network Officer) and Dr. Karen A. Stout 
(ATD President and Chief Executive Officer) at Achieving the Dream’s annual DREAM 
conference in February.

Legislation addresses long-
standing VA foster care legal issues
Edwin J. Viera
Virginia News Connection
Virginia’s General Assembly is taking up a 

bill to address outcomes for kids in foster care.
Previous legislation either failed to pass or 

was watered down in favor of further research 
on the issues. House Bill 893 would require 
Virginia’s Judicial Council to adopt new stan-
dards for attorneys to qualify to represent par-
ents in child dependency cases.

Valerie L’Herrou, deputy director of the 
Center for Family Advocacy at the Virginia 
Poverty Law Center, described the impact it 
can have on families.

“When parents have better legal represen-

tation, the children achieve their permanency 
goal faster,” L’Herrou pointed out. “On aver-
age, four months faster.”

She pointed out the faster turnaround can 
reduce state foster care operation costs. Typ-
ically, Virginia spends $305 million annual-
ly on foster care. Most opposition to previous 
bills has subsided, in light of state research 
about the extent of the issue. The bill passed 
the House of Delegates and has been referred 
to the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice.

With more than 5,000 children in foster care, 
L’Herrou argued now is the time to act. She 
added if this bill passes, it could serve as a 
springboard for future improvements to the 

system.
“I think this will start giving judges infor-

mation that they need in order to effectively 
decide cases,” L’Herrou emphasized. “When 
a case goes to court, you’re hearing from both 
sides, and if you only hear from one side, then 
you’re getting an incomplete picture.”

The bill would also raise the rate of compen-
sation for attorneys taking such cases. In the 
meantime, L’Herrou stressed programs are 
providing parents with sufficient legal repre-
sentation. The Family Preservation Project 
has been filling the gap by taking what she 
calls a “holistic approach” to family separation 
cases.

Initial unemployment claims decrease
The number of initial unemploy-

ment insurance claims decreased 
in the latest filing week to 1,996 
and was at typical pre-pandem-
ic volumes, according to data 
from the Virginia Department of 
Workforce Development and Ad-
vancement.

For the filing week ending Feb-
ruary 24, seasonally unadjusted 
initial claims for unemployment 
insurance in Virginia totaled 
1,996, which was a decrease of 
276 claimants from the previous 
week. Continued weeks claimed 
totaled 15,736, which was a de-
crease of 81 claimants from the 
previous week but an increase of 
34 percent from the 11,785 con-
tinued claims from the compara-
ble week last year. An industry 

was reported for ninety-three 
percent of continued claims. Of 
those, over half (57 percent) of 
continued claims were from ad-
ministrative and support and 
waste management (2,162), pro-
fessional, scientific, and techni-
cal services (2,064), construction 
(1,529), manufacturing (1,324), 
and health care and social assis-
tance (1,271). Eligibility for bene-
fits is determined on a weekly ba-
sis, and so not all weekly claims 
filed result in a benefit payment. 
This is because the initial claims 
numbers represent claim applica-
tions; claims are then reviewed 
for eligibility and legitimacy.

In the week ending February 
24, the U.S. advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims 

was 215,000, an increase of 
13,000 from the previous week’s 
revised level. The previous week’s 
level was revised up by 1,000 
from 201,000 to 202,000. The ad-
vance number of actual U.S. ini-
tial claims under state programs, 
unadjusted, totaled 193,988 in 
the week ending February 24, a 
decrease of 5,349 (or -2.7 percent) 
from the previous week. There 
were 202,156 initial claims in the 
comparable week in 2023.

Looking at preliminary data, 

most U.S. states reported de-
creases on a seasonally unadjust-
ed basis. Oklahoma’s preliminary 
weekly change (-1,986) was the 
largest decrease. Oregon’s pre-
liminary weekly change (-1,376) 
was the second largest decrease. 
Texas’s preliminary weekly 
change (-1,299) was the third 
largest decrease. Michigan’s pre-
liminary weekly change (-990) 
was the fourth largest decrease. 
Virginia had the thirteenth larg-
est decrease (-332).
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Dribben named to VCA teaching artist roster
By Taylor Boyd
A Meadows of Dan area woman was recent-

ly named to the Teaching Artist Roster of the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts (VCA) as 
part of its newest cohort.

According to the VCA, the roster “serves 
as an online resource for Virginia’s nonprof-
its, units of local and tribal government, or 
schools seeking professional teaching artists 
to facilitate immersive and participatory arts 
residences.”

Angela Dribben, who specializes in literary 
arts and poetry, said there is a competitive 
application process to get on the roster.

“They are really vetting that person on the 
roster to see if they do have a firm idea of how 
to meet certain educational objectives,” she 
said.

As a lot of the roster and applicates teach in 
public or private schools, Dribben said VCA 
wants to know if they have an idea of how to 
use the arts and meet educational objectives 
so that two things are happening in the class-
room.

“They’re looking for” evidence “of experi-
ence doing it. So, when you apply to be on the 
roster you’re saying ‘here’s a program that 
I’ve done. Here’s the objectives that it meets, 
here’s the age groups I’ve taught it to, here’s 
proof of it,’” she said.

Dribben said being on the roster also allows 
organizations that might want to bring teach-
ers on to expiate the process.

For example, she said a hospice group 
might bring a teaching artist on to teach leg-
acy writing, or to write through their grief.

“So, you can use a VCA teaching artist and 
have good access to grants to cover the cost of 
that teaching artist. That is a real benefit to 
be able to do that and not have to go back to 
the beginning and then vet them.,” she said.

Personally, Dribben believes being on the 
roster is a validation that she’s on the right 
path.

“I spent a lot of time writing, submitting, 
getting published, getting rejected, getting 
the M.F.A - it’s a huge financial investment 
and a huge time investment,” she said. “In 
working in the arts as a volunteer…I was 
doing all of this work, and wondering if it 

mattered and if I was getting anywhere with 
it, you know, and wondering about having 
invested in a M.F.A because so much of my 
work was volunteer.”

Being on the roster also showed Dribben 
that she was going to be able to make the 
M.F.A make sense and did deserve to be com-
pensated for the experience that she brings 
into a classroom.

Dribben said most places she’s taught at 
have been through the VCA. She did Teach-
er Professional Development for Martinsville 
City Public Schools and Henry County Pub-
lic Schools, taught in Henry County schools, 
Floyd County Public Schools, and the Jesse 
Peterman Memorial Library.

“I’m getting ready to teach through Floyd 
Center for the Arts, and I’ve got an arts camp 
that I’m doing through Feeding Needles this 
summer. We’re doing big art,” she said.

Since being put on the Teaching Artist Ros-
ter, Dribben said she’s done the legwork her-
self and been successful.

“The VCA is really, really supportive, and 
they really help you navigate the process. I 
do feel like, not just for me, because places in 
this area could use teaching artists from all 
over Virginia that are on the roster,” she said.

Dribben feels like there’s a lot more oppor-
tunity to put the teaching artists to work and 
to use this support from the VCA that’s being 
offered.

“There’s this opportunity out there to bring 
artists of all mediums to the schools, into oth-
er programs, so I would love it” for people to 
contact the artists and have them come, she 
said.

A published poet, Dribben said she became 
a little frustrated with the submissions pro-
cess to get published.

“So, submitting as a poet can become stren-
uous, demanding, and expensive. It doesn’t 
sound like much, but $3 a submission, $4 a 
submission, $5 a submission, it adds up, and 
it’s so saturated that the amount of submis-
sion that you need to send out can add up,” 
she said.

To submit a book, she said the price range is 
$25-30 per book per submission. 

“So, I became a little frustrated with the 

submissions process. I was successful, I have 
a book out. I mean my publications are prob-
ably well over 100 now, but it didn’t feel ful-
filling to me. I mean, is anyone reading it? 
It just felt like this weird hamster wheel of 
money and time and never feeling satisfied,” 
she said.

Dribben then went into working poetry in-
dividual art and doing public art. 

These are a lot of the classes she currently 
teaches. Dribben said she does a lot of visual 
poetry in classrooms because it’s accessible 
and “no matter how you learn something in 
it, you can work with.” 

She said it also gives students a place to put 
their art.

“Because if we write, I feel like most of us 
write to be heard, to be understood, to con-
nect. I feel like that’s really why we’re writ-
ing. When I was teaching people to write po-
etry, I didn’t want to get them on the same 
hamster wheel,” she said.

Dribben said she’s doing more public art 
than focusing on publishing as she finds it 
to be more satisfying to connect with others, 
help them articulate what they want to say, 
and help them share what they want to say.

In Southwest Virginia, Dribben said the 
VCA wants to serve as the region has not his-
torically applied for as much support as other 
parts of the state.

“So, this is an area it has been communicat-
ed to me that the VCA is very interested in 
helping support in the arts. I mean, this just 
couldn’t be a better time to take advantage of 
the Teaching Artist Roster,” she said.

Dribben wants people to feel encouraged to 
apply or to reach out to a Teaching Artist.

“Most of us would walk someone through 
the process. You know, so if there’s any ‘I 
don’t have time to go apply for a grant’ or ‘I 
don’t know what the process is like,’ the pro-
cess is really straightforward. The teaching 
artists are very adept at doing it,” she said.

To find grants to work with a Teaching Art-
ist Roster member, go to https://vca.virginia.
gov/grants.

Organizations interested in booking Drib-
ben can reach her at angeladribben@gmail.
com.

SCC Recognizes National Consumer Protection Week
Choices abound for consumers in today’s 

marketplace. Knowing how to effectively 
navigate those choices is essential.

The State Corporation Commission (SCC) 
is pleased to join the Federal Trade Com-
mission and other organizations throughout 
the country in recognizing National Con-
sumer Protection Week (March 3-9). This 
annual awareness campaign encourages 
Americans to understand their consumer 
rights and make informed decisions to help 
avoid unsuitable and fraudulent products 
and services.

The SCC encourages Virginians to pro-
tect themselves financially and know where 
to turn for help – whether they are invest-
ing, planning for retirement, looking for 
ways to save money on their energy bill or 
shopping for insurance or a loan. It reminds 
Virginians that it stands ready throughout 

the year to answer inquiries and provide 
information and assistance regarding in-
dustry sectors over which it has regulatory 
responsibility. Those sectors include insur-
ance companies and agents, state-chartered 
financial institutions, investment firms and 
their representatives, retail franchises and 
investor-owned utilities providing electric, 
natural gas, water, sewer and telecommuni-
cations services.

The SCC offers a wealth of consumer in-
formation on these and other topics, much 
of which is available on our website at scc.
virginia.gov. Our specially trained staff can 
assist Virginians in making informed choic-
es and assisting with questions if they are 
not satisfied with the responses they receive 
from businesses that the SCC regulates.

The SCC urges Virginians to thoroughly 
evaluate any offer; shop around and com-
pare prices and terms; keep written records 
of all transactions; find products and ser-
vices that suit your needs; and verify if an 
individual or company is licensed or regis-
tered with the SCC.  If a problem arises, try 
to resolve it with the regulated individual 
or company first. If you are still not satis-
fied, you can contact the appropriate SCC 
division by phone, mail or email using the 
online complaint form. 

To access complaint forms and a descrip-
tion of the complaint process, visit the SCC 
website at scc.virginia.gov and select the 
appropriate division. To contact the SCC by

phone, call toll-free (in Virginia) at 1-800-
552-7945 or, in Richmond, call:

Bureau of Insurance – (804) 371-9741
Bureau of Financial Institutions – (804) 

371-9657
Division of Securities and Retail Franchis-

ing – (804) 371-9051
Division of Public Utility Regulation – 

(804) 371-9611
Office of the Clerk – (804) 371-9733
Division of Information Resources – (804) 

371-9141
In the event the SCC does not have reg-

ulatory authority over a particular firm, 
individual, product or transaction, its staff 
will direct consumers to any appropriate lo-
cal, state or federal authority for assistance. 
These may include local law enforcement; 
the Office of the Attorney General; or the 
Federal Trade Commission, which consum-
ers also may contact directly through its 
toll-free helpline at 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-
877-382-4357).

To learn more about National Consumer 
Protection Week, visit consumer.ftc.gov/fea-
tures/national-consumer-protection-week.
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Central Virginia poultry growers forming co-op in 
wake of Tyson facility closure and contract buyouts

Though Tyson Foods continues contract 
buyout payments with longtime chicken 
grower Pete Watson, four broiler houses 
sit empty on his Nottoway County farm 
after 32 years in the business.

Poultry production is a livelihood Wat-
son planned to pass on to his son and 
co-operator, 32-year-old William “Rooster” 
Watson.

Citing its “inability to economically im-
prove operations” in Central Virginia, 
Tyson Foods announced it was closing its 
Glen Allen processing facility in March 
2023. This decision affected 700 process-
ing plant jobs, and it left 55 Central Vir-
ginia farms with empty poultry houses 
and the question of farm succession and 
survival.

“I have two little ones myself,” Rooster 
Watson said, “and I hoped one of them 
would be interested in running the farm 
someday too.”

More than 50 impacted poultry grow-
ers gathered in Farmville Feb. 22 to hear 
about the formation of the Central Virgin-
ia Poultry Cooperative Inc. and its 13-year 
agreement to sell cage-free eggs to Indi-
ana-based Dutch Country Organics LLC. 
With a mix of excitement and healthy 
skepticism, growers learned how CVP will 
support a mass pivot from raising broiler 
chickens to pullet and table egg produc-
tion. Dutch Country supplies eggs to ma-
jor grocery chains, including Aldi, Costco, 
Kroger and Walmart Inc.

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation  and 
the Virginia Foundation for Agriculture, 
Innovation and Rural Sustainability 
worked with producers to help establish 
the new cooperative and partnered with 

localities and the state to help structure 
an economic development package for 
CVP that will benefit both chicken produc-
ers and grain growers in the region.

In December 2023 the Commonwealth 
Regional Council was awarded a $35,000 
planning grant from the Governor’s Ag-
riculture & Forestry Industries Develop-
ment Fund on behalf of CVP. The plan-
ning grant was matched by funding from 
the council’s member counties: Amelia, 
Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, 
Lunenburg, Nottoway and Prince Edward. 
These counties stand to benefit from the 
return of poultry production to the region.

In turn, the VFBF board of directors au-
thorized up to $500,000 for the purchase 
of CVP’s non-voting Class B preferred 
stock, pending approval of certain coop-
erative documents, said Scott Sink, VFBF 
vice president.

“I apologize your worlds got turned up-
side down last March,” he told growers at 
the Feb. 22 gathering. “But I’m in awe of 
what you’ve been able to put together in 
less than a year.”

In pivoting from broiler production to 
pullets and eggs, infrastructure conver-
sions are required, like pouring expensive 
concrete slabs for cage-free hen houses. 
That capital investment worried some 
growers in the room.

However, Dutch Country’s contract 
with CVP will allow CVP to offer produc-
ers long-term contracts that should make 
grower financing more attractive for lend-
ing institutions, said Bill Osl, co-op public 
director and VFBF board member.

At a Feb. 28 press event at Tom Schau-
bach Farm in Burkeville, Virginia Sec-

retary of Agriculture and Forestry Matt 
Lohr announced the Governor’s AFID In-
frastructure Grant will award a $50,000 
matching grant to the Commonwealth Re-
gional Council on behalf of CVP for cap-
ital expenses. Additionally, the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services will award $341,750 from its Ru-
ral Rehabilitation Trust Fund for capital 
expenses related to biosecurity and food 
safety.

The Tobacco Region Revitalization Com-
mission also announced a $1.4 million 
grant to assist CVP with certain startup 
costs during its first two years of opera-
tion. CVP will provide matching funds.

CVP will provide its producers with 
chickens and feed, and arrange the sale 
and distribution of the eggs. Producer 
members will be responsible for convert-
ing their housing and raising pullets or 
producing eggs according to prescribed 
standards. CVP will pay the producers 
on a per-bird or per-egg basis. The mem-
ber-owned cooperative will sell the eggs to 
Dutch Country Organics, which will clean, 
sort and grade the eggs.

Each CVP member will have one share 
of common stock and a say in governing 
the cooperative, including selecting the 
board of directors. Producers also must 
purchase shares of non-voting Class A 
preferred stock in order to raise pullets or 
eggs. CVP is offering poultry producers a 
20% discount on the purchase of Class A 
stock before the March 31 deadline.

To learn more about CVP membership 
or investment opportunities, contact chair 
John Bapties at 434-547-8242 or johnbap-
ties@gmail.com.

Hungry Mother State Park opens 
registration for new birding festival

Registration is open for Hungry Mother State 
Park’s inaugural Life’s Extras Birding Celebra-
tion, a festival to honor the life of long-time vol-
unteer and Virginia Master Naturalist Randy 
Smith. 

Smith, who always looked for “life’s extras,” 
passed away after a brief illness in January 
2023. He loved spending time in nature and was 
an active birder. He maintained a list of bird spe-
cies he had seen over his lifetime and took great 
joy in leading bird walks and owl prowls at Hun-
gry Mother. 

The park will honor his memory May 3-5 with 
a birding festival featuring 15 different bird-
ing activities, from bird hikes and owl paddles 
to a live raptor show and programs on bird re-
habilitation. Speakers include birding experts, 
licensed wildlife rehabilitators, Virginia Master 
Naturalists and more. 

Admission to the festival is $25 for a three-
day pass, which includes all festival events, a 
commemorative patch and a three-day parking 
pass for Hungry Mother State Park, or $15 for a 
single-day ticket on Saturday or Sunday, which 
includes the programs on the day of your choice; 
parking and a commemorative patch are not in-
cluded. 

Registration for Life’s Extras Birding Celebra-
tion closes on April 26. All proceeds from the fes-
tival will benefit the Friends of Hungry Mother 
State Park. To learn more or to register, click 
here (https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/
event?id=2024-01-23-15-25-36-511057-c5s). 

The park also offers overnight accommoda-
tion for festival goers, including cabins, a family 

lodge, yurts and camping. Early reservations are 
encouraged. Book your stay online at reservevap-
arks.com or by calling 1-800-933-PARK (7275).   Randy Smith

Eastern Bluebird

FIN
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GIFT CARD
BINGO

Doors Open
6:00

Games Start
7:00 PM

April 5, 
2024

Stuart Rotary  - Hooker Building
264 Woodland Drive
Stuart, VA 24171

Concessions Available
Individual Bingo Cards - $ 20.00
Bingo Game Card Packs - $25.00

Hosted By:
Patrick County

Alzheimer's
Group, LLC

Roadside cleanup held Sunday

Several members of the Wood family spent their Sunday beautifying the roadside along 
Virginia 8 and Virginia 57 in the Buffalo Ridge community. Micala, Stephen, James and 
John Wood worked on the roadside near Woods Cold Storage, picking up 35 large orange 
bags of roadside trash. (Contributed)

Whooo gives a Hoot at Landmark

Residents of the Landmark Center were treated to a program, “Whoo gives a Hoot about 
Owls,” led by Master Gardeners Jessica Hines and Norma Bozenmayer. Residents listened 
to owl calls, discussed types of owls, owl behavior and shared owl stories. All participants 
made a little snowy owl out of a pinecone. Did you know that barn owls, barred owls, great 
horned owls, spotted owls, and eastern screech owls are known to mate for life?

Applications now accepted for Virginia 
Service and Conservation Corps

Virginia State Parks is recruiting 
members for its 2024 Virginia Service 
and Conservation Corps (VSCC) Amer-
iCorps Interpretive Guide Program. 
VSCC AmeriCorps members will create 
and lead interpretive programs within 
the state park they are assigned, such as 
guided hikes and paddles, campfires and 
educational programs about the park’s 
history and wildlife. 

Eligible applicants must be at least 18 
years old with a high school diploma, a 
US citizen and be able to serve 450 hours 
from May 3 to August 16. This program 
has no upper age limit and is great for 
those wanting to learn more about envi-
ronmental education, conservation and 
park operations. The application dead-
line is April 12. 

Benefits of being a VSCC AmeriCorps 

member include a living stipend of $9,152 
dispersed in bi-weekly increments, an ed-
ucation award upon successful comple-
tion and hands-on job skills in a state 
park.  

VSCC AmeriCorps members play a cru-
cial role in connecting individuals with 
the natural, historical and cultural trea-
sures that define Virginia’s diverse land-
scapes. By passionately sharing knowl-
edge and creating impactful interpretive 
programs, VSCC AmeriCorps members 
not only contribute to the preservation 
of Virginia State Parks but also empower 
communities to become stewards of their 
surroundings. 

To learn more about the 2024 VSCC 
AmeriCorps Interpretive Guide Program 
or to apply, please go to virginiastate-
parks.gov/americorps-interp-trail. 

Virginia State Parks AmeriCorps
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• Urge Urinary Incontinence 
• Stress Urinary Incontinence 
• Mixed Urinary Incontinence 
• Increase urinary frequency 
• Painful bladder conditions 
• Dyspareunia 
• Vulvodynia 
• Vaginismus 
• Vestibulodynia 
• Low back, hip, groin, or sacral pain 

Do You Suspect Your Have 
Broken Something?  

ACUTE Orthopedic 
Walk-Ins 

Taken Daily
(during regular office hours)

• ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED
• SHORTER WAIT TIMES
• CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

 

            MARCH                                       PATRICK COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY                                                 2024 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1  2 
 

 
Interested or have questions about our programs? Call us at 276-694-3352. 

 
 

Sit & Stitch 11:00 
 

 
 

Family Movie 11:00 
The Lorax 

 4  5  6  7  8  9 
Yoga 10:00 

Registration required 
Storytime 10:30 

Rainbows 
 

Yoga 1:15 
Registration required 

Senior Chair Exercise 
10:15 

 Board Game Day Senior Chair Exercise 
1:30 

Wreath Program 2:30 
Registration required 

LEGO Club 4:00 Youth Art Month 
Reception 5:00-7:00 

 11  12  13  14  15  16 
Yoga 10:00  

Registration required Storytime 10:30 
Green 

Book Bingo 10:30 Senior Chair Exercise 
10:15 

Sit & Stitch 11:00  
Senior Chair Exercise 

1:30 Yoga 1:15 
Registration required 

Not Your Mother’s 
Book Club 5:00 

LEGO Club 4:00 Intro to Zen 1:30 

 18  19  20  21  22  23 
Yoga 10:00 

Registration required Storytime 10:30 
With the Master 

Gardeners: Spring 

Retired Teacher’s Book 
Club 11:00 

Senior Chair Exercise 
10:15 

 
 
 
 

Senior Chair Exercise 
1:30 

Open Art Studio 1:00 
LEGO Club 4:00 Books & Bakes 5:00 Yoga 1:15 Registration 

required 
 25  26  27  28  29  30 

Yoga 10:00 
Registration required Storytime 10:30 

Eggs Yoga 1:15 
Registration required 

Senior Chair Exercise 
10:15   Senior Chair Exercise 

1:30 

LEGO Club 4:00 Intro to Zen 1:30 

Children plant herbs at Storytime

You could smell the rosemary and thyme at Storytime this week. Children’s librarian Sam Edmondson read “Monsters Don’t Eat Broccoli,” by Barbara Jean Hicks and “Chaiwala!” by 
Priti Birla Maheshwari. The children discussed herbs used in pizza making and planted a windowsill herb garden containing basil, oregano and thyme. Master Gardeners Jessica Hines 
and Norma Bozenmayer led the program. Join the fun at Storytime every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Patrick County Library and visit the Seed Library to start your own spring garden. 


