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Apex Mllls, Patrlck County ink performance agreement

Apex Mills manufactures technical fabrics such as warp
and circular knits, mesh/netting, elastomeric, and 3D
spacer fabrics. Pictured above are warp knitting machines
manufacturing 3D Spacer fabrics.

By Taylor Boyd

Apex Mills — Insight Textiles will make a capi-
tal investment of $3.1 million and create 140 cu-
mulative new jobs according to a recent perfor-
mance agreement between the county and the
company.

According to the performance agreement, Apex
Mills will receive $300,000, which was awarded
by the Commonwealth’s Development Opportu-
nity Fund through the Virginia Economic De-
velopment Partnership Authority (VEDP), to
induce it “to acquire an existing facility and to
equip, improve, and operate a knit fabrics and
dye manufacturing facility in the locality.”

The company must create and maintain at
least 140 cumulative new full-time jobs, with an
average annual wage of at least $39,253, accord-
ing to the agreement. Seasonal, temporary, or
part-time positions, or positions that are created
when a job function is shifted from an existing
location in Virginia, and positions with con-
struction contractors or vendors, do not qualify
as new jobs.

Apex Mills 3D technical spacer fabrics are used in
Steelcase chairs for cushioning and durability.

“Each new job must require a minimum of ei-
ther 35 hours of an employee’s time per week
for the entire normal year of the company’s op-
erations, which ‘normal year’ must consist of
at least 48 weeks or 1,680 hours per year,” the
agreement states.

An estimated $3.1 million capital expenditure
made by or on behalf of Apex Mills will be used
for the acquisition, equipping, improvement,
and operation of the facility.

The performance agreement states approx-
imately $2,060,000 of that amount will be in-
vested in machinery and tools, approximately
$236,000 will be invested in furniture, fixtures,
and business personal property, and around
$300,000 will be used in the acquisition of an ex-
isting facility.

“Approximately $501,000 will be invested in
the construction, expansion, and up-fit of the
buildings for the facility,” the agreement states.

County Administrator Beth Simms said the
company has until June 30, 2026, to meet all the

3D spacer fabric manufacturlng equment

requirements of the performance agreement.

If the county, in consultation with VEDP,
deems that good faith and reasonable efforts
have been made and are being made by Apex
Mills to achieve the targets, the locality may re-
quest an extension of the performance date by
up to 15 months. Any extension requires the pri-
or approval of Apex Mills and the VEDP Board
of Directors.

It’s not unusual for localities to have perfor-
mance agreements with companies, Simms said
and explained that performance agreements

(See Apex Mills p.3)

Council to consider
revised noise ordinance

By Taylor Boyd

For the first time in the town’s
history, town council members will
consider a proposed noise ordinance,
and its revisions, on Wednesday,
April 17. A public hearing will be
held on the matter when the meet-
ing gets underway at 7 p.m. in the
town offices.

The council tabled the proposed
noise ordinance at the March 20
meeting until it could be revised.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons
said the genesis of the noise ordi-
nance began late last year.

“We began receiving complaints
about a gentleman in town that
was playing a radio that could be
heard from the right-of-way, and it
was sort of obvious that it was be-

ing done to annoy his neighbors,” he
said.

Neither the town nor the county
has a noise ordinance, according to
Simmons, who said the town was
advised that without an ordinance,
there were no legal ramifications to
pursue.

“Because of that, we went through
the process of developing a noise or-
dinance that would give the town
the authority to address these war-
ranted complaints from citizens,”
Simmons said.

While the issue with the particu-
lar town resident and his radio mo-
tivated the idea for the ordinance,
Simmons said there have been in-
stances with vehicles that are play-

(See Council p.3)

Hundreds gather in
Williamsburg to plan America’s
250th birthday celebrations

Local committee expects to add several events

‘Thomas Jefferson’ discussed the need to support those who were punished for the
Boston Tea Party.

By Pat Delaney

With America’s 250th birthday
coming up in 2026, 450 local and
state commemoration planners
from 37 states and 33 cities and
counties from all over Virginia, in-
cluding Patrick County, gathered in
Williamsburg for ‘A Common Cause
to All’ The three-day program al-
lowed planners to network, share
ideas, and discuss how best to com-
memorate America’s Semiquincen-
tennial.

A theme running throughout
the conference was how the 250th

commemoration can bring together
and unite Americans, much as the
Bicentennial did in 1976. The com-
memoration can also increase inter-
est in American history for all ages,
but particularly for children.
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin
highlighted the conference’s open-
ing night. He spoke about how im-
portant knowing our history is, and
how the 250th commemorations can
help inspire Americans and Virgin-
ians alike to learn more about their
home state and country. Youngkin

(See Williamsburg p. 7)

Litter 1n1t1at1ve returns with cash

“Love our county, don’t trash it,” is
the theme of the ‘Pick Up Patrick’ cam-
paign that kicks off in April. The county-
wide initiative encourages individuals,
schools, clubs, and organizations to help
clean up their community by cleaning
up the roadsides and waterways.

The Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce, EMI Security, the Patrick
County Greenteam, and Patrick Coun-
ty Tourism are partnering on the proj-
ect.

EMI Security provided a generous
donation that the chamber will use to
encourage participation through mone-
tary awards.

All clubs, teams, and organizations
that register on the chamber’s website
to clean up an area will be entered into
a contest to win $500. One award per
group, and there are ten awards to be
offered.

Research shows that 90 percent of
Americans think that litter is a prob-
lem, according to the 2020 Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful National Litter Survey.

Another part of the study shows that
littering is often accompanied by a pack
mentality, meaning that people who
have friends who litter are more likely
to litter themselves.

“The visual blight that it has on the
landscape takes away the beauty and
thus drives our tourists away. Littering
is bad, period,” said James Houchins,
director of Tourism and Marketing.

Other notes of importance from the
survey reflect there are over 50 billion
pieces of litter on the ground in Amer-
ica. That equates to 2,857 pieces per
mile of roadway and 2,411 pieces per
mile of waterway.

For more information or to register
for any of the Pick Up Patrick spon-
sored events, visit the chamber website
at www.patrickchamber.com or call the
office at (276) 694-6012.

The new and improved Pick Up Pat-
rick campaign for April would not be
possible without the chamber’s part-
ners, which also include the Rotary
Club of Stuart.

Beer & Wine Festival
set for Saturday

By Taylor Boyd

The Town of Stuart will hold the 9th
annual Beer & Wine Festival on Sat-
urday, April 6, at the Star Theatre in
Downtown Stuart from 12-4 p.m.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons said
four wineries will participate, including
Stanburn Winery, Childress Vineyard,
Wood’s Acre Fruit Wines, and Villa Ap-
palachia.

Fairy Hair by Amanda, Buckin’ Good
Eats & Lemonade, LLC, Henry’s Fresh
Roast, and the Patrick County Alzhei-
mer’s Group, LLLC will be onsite ven-
dors.

Live music will also be played during
the event. Merry-Go-Rounders will
perform from 12-1:45 p.m. and then
Marcie Horne will take the stage from

2-4 p.m.

During last year’s festival, Simmons
said the town decided to hold the event
at the Star due to a weather-related
advisory.

“It just seems that every year right
around Beer & Wine Festival, there’s
either it’s cold, or it calls for potentially
bad weather. So, we made the execu-
tive decision this year to just go ahead
and hold it at the Star, so we don’t have
to worry about the weather,” he said.

Tickets for the wine tasting will be
available at the door for $10.

“It’s free admission, but it’'s a $10
wine tasting, which includes a wine
glass,” he said, adding the ticket allows
a sample of wine from every winery
present.
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Chamber Chat

By Rebecca Adcock

Don’t judge each day by
the harvest you reap but by
the seeds that you plant.~
Robert Louis Stevenson

March is the time that we
sow the seeds for our gar-
den. And at the chamber,
those seeds are meetings --
rows and rows of meetings.

We co-hosted the Econom-
ic Summit with Reynolds
Homestead on the last day
of February and have had
a wrap up meeting to final-
ize the report to share with
you. While many of the chal-
lenges are larger businesses
mentioned are not eye open-
ing, such as childcare, em-
ployee health and wellness,
finding new hires and soft and hard
skill training, it is always good to
have it in print so we can share with
our local, state, and federal repre-
sentatives. A portion of that sum-
mit, we also allowed our businesses
to share successes they have had. A
strong sense of community and sup-
port for each other was a highlight
of such successes. We are a coun-
ty that is lucky to have such long
standing businesses, many of which
are multi-generational in length.
Griffith Lumber is celebrating 90
years in business, Poor Farmers
Market celebrated 40 years of con-
tinual daily operations, and Howell
Grocery is gearing up on May 4 to
celebrate 100 years in business. To
address the challenges, it will take
a concerted effort on behalf of our
county, town and regional leaders
to work toward solutions.

The chamber is excited to be
part of the Patrick County dele-
gates that will participate in the
Appalachian Regional Commission
Gateway Community Initiative. We
have been meeting during March to
prepare for our April training.

We met with the head of the Mar-

tinsville-Henry County Chamber
to address the needs we both face
and how we partner together. The
chamber also attended the Blue
Ridge Parkway Foundation’s recep-
tion in Roanoke, alongside Patrick
County Tourism. Showing up for
these regional get togethers allows
us to network with partners and
keep Patrick County in the spot-
light. We are finalizing our “how to
start a business checklist” and will
be sharing that with everyone soon.
We will also be offering a seminar
in April to discuss the resources
available. We hosted the Business
After Hours at The Historic Star
Theatre on March 7th which was
well attended and a Ribbon Cutting
for CPB Behavioral Therapy and
Advocacy LLC for their expanded
offices on Main Street in Stuart.

For April, we will be hosting the
aforementioned seminar on “start-
ing a business in Patrick County,”
The Pick-Up Patrick litter cam-
paign all month and attending the
ARC training.

(Adcock is the executive director
of the Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce.)

Celebrity Scams in the Age of Al

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is the
new shiny object that has captured
the world’s attention. It’s also cap-
tured the attention of criminal
scammers who are using it to make
their fraudulent schemes more re-
alistic than ever. One area where
Al scams are particularly danger-
ous 1s celebrity impostor scams.

For many years criminals have
been impersonating celebrities
online to steal from fans. Fake ce-
lebrity profiles offer fans personal
connection, VIP access, invest-
ment opportunities or the chance
to support favorite charities.
These criminals attempt to create
a bond through messaging or even
a phone call from their “rep.” With
the power of Al, these scams can

move from messaging to deepfake
videos. Recent fake celebrity prod-
uct endorsements impersonating
Dolly Parton, Elon Musk and Tom
Hanks demonstrate just how con-
vincing these schemes can be.

Posting on a celebrity’s social
media account might be exciting,
but it could put you at risk of this
impostor scam. In whatever way
you choose to enjoy your favorite
celebs, do so recognizing that an
opportunity to personally connect
with them is likely a scam.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP,
call 1-877-908-3360 or visit the
AARP Fraud Watch Network at
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnet-
work.

Wildlife center says

hummingbirds

County among handful of localities
to participate in initiative
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Appalachian Gateway
Communities

Initiative

Patrick County was one of seven
community teams selected to par-
ticipate in this year’s Appalachian
Gateway Communities Initiative
(AGCI).

Those attending the training in-
clude Rebecca Adcock, director of
the Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce; Sissily Harrell, archi-
tect; James Houchins, Tourism di-
rector; Wayne Kirkpatrick, member
of the Dan River Basin Association;
Lora Mahaffey, president of Bull
Mountain Arts; Travis Murphy,
director of the county’s Parks &
Recreation department; Bryce Sim-
mons, Stuart Town Manager; Sarah
Wray, Reynolds Homestead’s Com-
munity Engagement, Partnership

& Program coordinator.

The group will head to Decatur,
Ala., along with counterparts from
Buckeye Hills and Waverly-Pike-
ton, Ohio; I-22 Region and Little
River, Alabama; Deep Gap, North
Carolina and Murray County,
Georgia, to create plans around lo-
cal assets to attract more visitors,
bolster downtowns, expand events,
enhance visitor services, and more.

Launched by the Conservation
Fund in 2007, with support from
ARC and the National Endowment
for the Arts, the initiative 1s de-
signed to help communities border-
ing national and state parks, for-
ests, and other public lands develop
thoughtful tourism strategies.

Hummingbird migra-
tion 1s underway, and
they’ll be coming to feed-
ers in our area soon, ac-
cording to the Southwest
Virginia Wildlife Center
of Roanoke.

These amazing birds
will expend an extraor-
dinary amount of time
and energy to get here.
Some will fly all the way
across the Gulf of Mexico
in one flight. Of the 350
different species of hum-
mingbirds, the United
States is only home to

15 breeding species. The
most common In our
area 1s the Ruby-throat-
ed Hummingbird. If
you're really lucky, you
might get a glimpse of
a seldom seen Rufous
or an Allen’s Humming-
bird. Although not com-
mon 1n this area, they
are sometimes blown off
their migratory routes
giving local birders a
rare treat.

Below are some im-
portant guidelines for
hummingbird feeder

Pets of the ek

Road in Meadows of Dan. He would love to go
home. If you recognize him, please contact the

shelter.

This sweet hound mix is looking a little sad
while he waits for his new family. He is already
neutered and ready for a ‘furever’ home. He just

needs a few good meals.

Visit the Patrick County Public Animal Shel-
ter (PCPAS) Facebook page to view available
pets or call (276) 694-6259 for more informa-
tion. Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/
neuter and a rabies vaccination.

maintenance:

-Clean feeders every
3-5 days with a mix-
ture of 1 part bleach to
10 parts water; be sure
to clean the inside thor-
oughly too.

-The proper water to
sugar ratio is 1/4 cup of
sugar to 1 cup of water.
Bring the solution to a
boil and then let it cool
before setting out. Left-
over sugar water can be
refrigerated for up to a
week.

-Dirty feeders can
develop a fungus that
causes a hummingbird’s
tongue to swell which
prevents them from be-
ing able to withdraw
their tongue. This con-
dition called, Hummers
Candidiasis, means they
can’t eat, and they will
slowly starve to death.

-DO NOT wuse dyes,
honey, molasses, or raw
sugar. If the syrup looks
cloudy after being stored
for a long time, do not
use it.

-Avoid placing the
feeder in direct sunlight
as this will make the wa-
ter go bad even faster.

The center is a non-
profit which relies on
donations to continue
our mission. In 2023, it
admitted 2,752 wildlife
patients and has seen
more than 260 species
in our 20 year history.
To donate, visit https://
swvawildlifecenter.org/
make-a-donation/.

Appalachian Power seeks
rate increase in rate

review application
If approved, the estimated $10 per month
rate increase would take effect in January

Appalachian Power’s biennial rate
review application filed last week
with the Virginia State Corporation
Commission (SCC) includes the base
rates necessary for the utility to con-
tinue to provide safe and reliable
electricity for its customers.

The company must file every two
years for a base rate review under
state law enacted last year. This is
the utility’s first application under
the new state law, which required
the company to make its initial fil-
ing in 2024.

Reviews are an opportunity for
the SCC to examine the company’s
financial and operational perfor-
mance, and any request to modify
base rates for service.

The SCC conducted its last re-
view of Appalachian Power’s rates
and earnings in 2023. In the appli-
cation filed last week, the company
requests to increase revenues by ap-
proximately $95 million, or 5.1 per-
cent.

“We recognize these are challeng-
ing financial times and no one wants
to experience rising electric bills,”
said Aaron Walker, president and
chief operating officer of Appala-
chian Power. “Our customers need
safe and reliable service, and we
work hard to meet those expecta-
tions while keeping costs as low as
possible.”

Appalachian Power’s rates are
regulated by the Virginia SCC. In
its application, the company out-
lined the factors that contributed to
its request to modify rates. These in-
clude cost recovery for restoring ser-
vice during major storms, increases
in capital, material and labor costs,
and rising interest rates. The ap-
plication also fully incorporates the
costs associated with the company’s
SCC-approved vegetation manage-

ment program to improve service re-
liability for customers in areas prone
to tree-related outages.

“As demand for electricity increas-
es, we owe 1t to our customers to
make our energy supply more reli-
able,” said Walker. “We know trees
are the number one cause of outag-
es. With our newly approved pro-
gram, we'll be able to enhance our
efforts to prevent and reduce the du-
ration of outages in areas that have
experienced the most service inter-
ruptions.”

Appalachian Power has approxi-
mately 540,000 customers in south-
west, central and southside Virgin-
ia. The proposed increase will vary
depending on customer class and
usage. If approved as requested, res-
idential customers using 1,000 kilo-
watt hours (kWh) a month will see a
net increase in their monthly bill of
approximately $10.

Any increase approved by the SCC
will not take effect until January
2025.

Appalachian Power has 1 mil-
lion customers in Virginia, West
Virginia and Tennessee (as AEP
Appalachian Power). It is part of
American Electric Power, which 1s
focused on building a smarter en-
ergy infrastructure and delivering
new technologies and custom ener-
gy solutions. AEP’s approximately
17,000 employees operate and main-
tain the nation’s largest electricity
transmission system and more than
225,000 miles of distribution lines to
efficiently deliver safe, reliable pow-
er to nearly 5.6 million customers
in 11 states. AEP is also one of the
nation’s largest electricity producers
with nearly 29,000 megawatts of di-
verse generating capacity, including
approximately 6,100 megawatts of
renewable energy.
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Apex Mills

(cont. from page 1)

Footwear.

with financial incentives may be offered when lo-
calities or the state are trying to recruit, keep, or
expand a business.

“The state has kind of offered incentives based on
job numbers, and then our locality’s incentives are
based on machinery and tools tax rebate,” she said.

The county also has performance agreements
with Ten Oaks, LLC/Prolam, LLC, and others.

She added the funds are post-performance in-
centives, which means companies are required “to
meet the criteria” before receipt of any state or local
money.

Apex Mills/Insight Textiles

In January 2023 Apex Mills Corporation ac-
quired the former HanesBrands fabric manufactur-
ing facility in Woolwine to house Insight Textiles,
LLC, which is part of the Apex Mills companies.
Apex Mills is a family-owned, leading United States
manufacturer of specialty industrial fabrics.

Jonathan Kurz, president and CEO, said the
Apex Mills family of companies has been manufac-
turing American-made textiles for 80 years.

“We are confident that our investments and the
skilled professionals we employ will drive our com-
pany’s success to new heights. A large part of our
decision to locate our innovative fabric facility in
Woolwine, Virginia was driven by the work ethic
and skill of the workforce in the surrounding com-
munities which we so greatly value. We are com-
mitted to our customers, our community, and the
support of the domestic textile industry,” he said.

Combined with the nearby warping and knit-
ting facility in Graham, N.C., and the corporate
and sales headquarters in Inwood, NY, Kurz said
Insight Textiles enables the company to deliver
application-driven solutions to its customers and a
broader range of new markets with greater speed
and manufacturing flexibility.

The acquisition also helped extend the scope of
the company’s product lines to include elastomeric
fabrics in the orthopedic, medical, hospitality, and
home furnishings industries as the facility houses
warp-knit tricot, raschel, and Rascheltronic equip-
ment, an automated dye lab, and offers a wide
range of fabric finishing and treatments.

“By investing in our people and facilities, we can
continually hone our expertise and cultivate rela-
tionships with customers, suppliers, and vendors to
consistently deliver advanced textiles that meet the
evolving needs of the market,” Kurz said.

Senior Marketing Manager Joan Izzo said Apex
Mills manufactures American-made high-perfor-
mance specialty industrial fabrics that solve busi-

Council

Knee brace.

A 3D Spacer Fabric (close-up image).

ness-critical problems from an engineering, innova-
tive, and performance perspective.

“Our fabrics are sought by Fortune 100 compa-
nies across industries serving aerospace and de-
fense, NASA, active sport, apparel, automotive,
construction, contract furniture, environmental, fil-
tration, government, healthcare, intimate apparel,
medical/rehabilitation, military, orthopedic, safety
& protection, transportation, and wastewater,” she
said.

Izzo said the company uses an Application Driven
Design methodology, which means the specific de-
mands of its application drive each project.

“Through in-person collaboration, on-site devel-
opment, and quick response, Apex Mills employees
work with product engineers and designers to de-
velop technical textiles and revolutionary designs
that meet customers’ product goals,” she said, add-
ing the company can accelerate the development
process, reduce costs, and adjust fabric structures
in real-time by utilizing advanced prototyping ca-
pabilities.

For example, Izzo said the facility’s 3D spacer
fabrics feature two fabric surfaces with an entan-
glement of yarns in between that provides varying
levels of cushioning for body-support furniture like
office chairs and cushion pads.

“Our Berry-compliant fabric solutions manage
moisture and odors to make high-performance end-
use garments comfortable and lightweight” for mil-
itary physical training uniforms, Izzo said.

Izzo said fabrics are also used to make backpack
linings, and interior and exterior components for
use 1n tactical gear, headgear linings, sports gear,
outer garments, hospital cubical curtains, simulat-
ed golf screens, apparel, and hospitality applica-
tions.

Specialty products include soft and durable
three-dimensional (3D) spacer fabrics, solid knit
fabrics, mesh netting fabrics, high stretch, and
recovery elastomeric fabrics, in addition to fabric
dyeing, finishing, and surface treatments that are
sustainable, fire retardant, moisture wicking, anti-
microbial, and abrasion resistant.

Izzo said once yarn is secured from a vendor/
supplier to fit the customer’s needs, individual bob-
bins of yarn are put on a creel which is then pulled
through a machine and put onto a beam cylinder in
a process called warping.

Apex Mills is a trusted partner for businesses and
organizations in the military, public service, healthcare,
and aerospace offering innovative solutions that meet the
unique demands of these critical sectors.

“All our yarn that is knit at Apex Aridyne or In-
sight Textiles has to be beamed because our com-
pany only uses warp knitting machines. Greige or
‘unfinished’ fabric is produced from knitting,” she
said. “Sometimes we purchase greige fabric if it is
circular knit or lace because we don’t knit these
fabrics internally. In addition, some customers may
supply us with greige fabric to be dyed if it is some-
thing that they knit or weave.”

Izzo said Insight then dyes the fabric within its
automated color lab before it is finished through
a tenter frame. Employees then inspect the fabric
and test it before shipping it to the customer.

Insight uses four different machines with a va-
riety of knitting capabilities to make its variety of
products. Its tricot machines produce solid and mi-
cro-opening mesh knit fabrics in both elastomeric
and rigid qualities used as substrates in form, tape,
adhesives, and apparel markets.

The raschel machines produce large holes and
fine mesh constructions (elastomeric and rigid qual-
ities). Compression/medical, netting engineered to
specification for military, outdoors, food, filtration,
geo, and aqua applications,” she said.

Double-needle bar machines are used to create
3D spacer fabrics, with two surfaces and a cush-
ioned inner layer, used in footwear, bedding, furni-
ture, safety, and consumer products.

Izzo said the jacquard raschel produces solid and
localized patterned performance knits used in med-
ical, body-mapped, premium athletics, intimate ap-
parel, and conductive textiles.

Insight currently employs 108 people in full-time
positions at its Woolwine facility and is actively
seeking individuals to join its inspections and quali-
ty control, finishing, and shipping departments.

“We look forward to welcoming new talent,” Jim-
my Dollarhite, plant manager, said.

Those interested in applying should visit www.
www.apexmills.com/careers. For hiring informa-
tion, individuals should contact Gina Gunter at
ggunter@insighttextiles.com or (276) 930 2323 or
stop by the facility.

(cont. from page 1)

ing stereo too loud while riding up and down road-
ways.

“In general, it has been based on complaints from
the citizen,” he said. “We probably get, I would say
two complaints, maybe three complaints, in a month
regarding sound generating from a private resi-
dence,” he said, adding these complaints include peo-
ple yelling, playing a radio, vehicles, and other issues.

Simmons said Town Attorney Chris Corbett did
most of the research on the proposed noise ordinance
to craft a model for the town that would suit its needs.

The ordinance includes six sections and begins
with a declaration of policy, which “is the town saying
what we believe that this noise ordinance is meant to
accomplish,” Simmons said.

Section 2 includes the definitions of various terms,
such as excessive noise, plainly audible, public right-
of-way, sound, sound amplifying equipment, and oth-
er words and phrases.

“Section 3 goes through the punishment,” Sim-
mons said, adding violators could be found guilty of
a class 3 misdemeanor, and sentenced to a fine of not
more than $500.

The fourth section of the “has a lot of the definitions
regarding radios, televisions, stereos, loudspeakers,
and anything that would generate noise that would
disrupt or disturb the peace. So, that’s really where
the description of the types of noise that that town
would like to restrict,” Simmons said.

Noise is primarily restricted from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.,

“when people should be at night sleeping, and you
don’t want it to be loud at that time anyway,” Sim-
mons said. “That’s part of the reason that people like
moving to the Town of Stuart. It’'s peaceful at night
you don’t have to worry about trains, automobiles,
motorcycles, and any of that nature in the middle of
the night.”

The proposed ordinance includes some exceptions,
as outlined in the fifth section, Simmons said, and
explained “You have to have exceptions to every ordi-
nance because you don’t want to start policing things
like emergency vehicles that are running through
town.”

Other exceptions are the annual Strawberry and
Apple Dumpling Festivals, “because we have live
music that happens, which could then potentially
be in conflict with the noise ordinance. Section 5 has
all of those exceptions and the exemptions from the
noise ordinances,” he said.

Specifically, Simmons said the town wanted to
make sure its musical events, like the First Friday
at the Stuart Farmers’ Market, were exempted from
the ordinance.

“We didn’t want to be hamstrung by a noise ordi-
nance for having and wanting to produce live music
for the sake of tourism in town,” he said.

Also among the listed exceptions are sound which
is necessary for the protection or preservation of
property or the health, safety, life, or limb; public
speaking and public assembly activities, peaceably

assembled on any public right-of-way or public prop-
erty; religious services, religious events, or religious
activities or expressions - including, but not limited to
music, singing, bells, chimes, and organs which are a
part of such service, event, activity, or expression; the
striking of clocks, and lawful discharge of firearms.

Simmons said the final part of the ordinance, Sec-
tion 6, 1s dedicated to other enforcement of the noise
ordinance.

“Basically, that gives the sheriff’s office the author-
ity to enforce the noise ordinance on behalf of the
town,” Simmons said, adding that in a perfect world,
he would like to believe the town does not need a
noise ordinance.

“I think that anytime you can get by without hav-
ing to increase the authority of the town is preferable,
but it’s one of those situations that if there is no civil
recourse between neighbors, then that is certainly a
job that the town needs to perform,” Simmons said.

So far, Simmons said there has been little feedback
about the proposed ordinance.

“There have been maybe a handful for, and maybe
a handful against, combined. So, there’s been very
little reaction, except for the individuals that have
spoke out at the town council meetings,” he said.

Copies of the proposed noise ordinance are avail-
able for viewing at the Town Office or the town’s web-
site at www.townofstuartva.com under the ‘News’
tab.
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A New Evil Empire

Since the collapse
of the Soviet Union in

1991, the United States
has enjoyed status as
the sole world super-
power.

The defeat of the Evil
Empire, coined by Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan,
meant freedom could

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

sound across the globe.

In 2024, those gains of
freedom are under siege.

Challenging those freedoms as well
as the leadership of the United States
are a set of bad actors across the globe.
While their motives vary, those actors
share the common goal of thwarting
freedom and the best interests of the
United States.

Among them is the Communist
People’s Republic of China (China).

China persists in its desire to sup-
plant the United States as the world’s
main superpower. President Xi Jin-
ping has gone great lengths to consoli-
date his power. Xi secured an unprec-
edented third term as China’s leader,
making him China’s longest serving
head of state since 1949, longer than
Mao Tse-tung, the first Communist
leader of China.

President Xi wields the world’s sec-
ond-strongest economy, with attempts
to use his Belt and Road initiative to
expand Chinese influence throughout
the globe.

China’s territorial claims in the
South China Sea, as well as its es-
calating efforts to control Taiwan,
positions itself as a dangerous, pow-
er-hungry actor.

China has projected its military
capabilities by participating in joint
drills with numerous countries, most
recently a five-day exercise with the
navies of Russia and Iran.

Russia’s war of aggression against
Ukraine has shocked the West. As 1
have discussed in an earlier column,
we have witnessed Finland and Swe-
den join the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) within the last
year to signal Western unity in the
face of Russian aggression.

Many Western leaders do not see
Putin’s encroachment stopping with
Ukraine.

In that previous column, I men-
tioned the potential threat to Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia. Also threat-
ened could be the Republic of Moldo-
va.

Moldova is situated east of Romania
and to the southwest of Ukraine.

The Dniester River, which runs
through Ukraine and Moldova, splits
Moldova. The region east of the Dni-
ester is known as Transnistria.

In Transnistria, the people have
much closer ties to Russia than Eu-
rope. Many Russians settled there
during the Soviet Union era. Rus-
sian is the predominant language.
Their flag maintains the old Soviet
hammer and sickle. Russia reported-
ly maintains a military garrison, al-
beit small, of roughly 1,500 troops in
Transnistria. All of these ties contrib-
ute to Transnistria’s classification as a
breakaway republic.

Also within Moldova, but separate

from Transnistria, lies an autono-
mous region known as Gagauzia.
Home to a populace of mainly ethnic
Turks, Gagauzia holds Russia-friend-
ly, anti-European sentiments. Their
governor met this month with Putin
despite Moldovan objections. Putin
has promised to extend his support to
Gagauzia and its people.

Moldova’s concerns are legitimate.

Russia’s activity in other parts of
the world is also concerning, particu-
larly their close relationship and their
arms deals with Iran.

Iran is a major instigator in the
Middle East, contributing further to
the destabilization of the region.

On October 7 of last year, Iran-
backed Hamas executed a terrorist at-
tack of grotesque proportions, igniting
a deadly war with Israel. Iran contin-
ues its threats of escalation with Isra-
el as Israel fights in self-defense.

Further, the Red Sea, an important
trade route for the global economy,
is under siege from Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels, who are supported
with weapons and ammunition by
Iran. The Houthis have upended the
world supply chain with their attacks
on cargo ships, supposedly targeting
any vessel that is linked to Israel.

It should come as no surprise that
in March, the Houthis came to an
agreement with China and Russia,
assuring the two powers that their
ships will have safe passage through
the Red Sea.

But that is not true for Western
shipping, particularly US and British
ships. The Houthis have fired on US
and allied shipping on a fairly regular
basis.

Also earlier this year, three U.S. ser-
vice members in Jordan were killed by
a drone strike led by Iranian-backed
militants. This outpost is just one of
many that have taken fire from Irani-
an drones and missiles.

Also Syria and Hezbollah in Leba-
non are backed by the Iranians.

We are living through a remarkable
flashpoint in world affairs. Our for-
eign adversaries grow more embold-
ened every day, jeopardizing the long-
term best interests of freedom and the
United States.

We should show resolve by defend-
ing our own borders, and not coddling
our adversaries with favorable trade
deals and sanction relief.

If not, freedom may no longer ring
from sea to shining sea or around the
globe.

Call my offices with questions, con-
cerns, or comments: Abingdon, (276)
525-1405; Christiansburg, (540) 381-
5671, or via email at https:/morgan-
griffith.house.gov/.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Require Tugboats For Transiting Ships

The recent crash of the ship Dali
into the Francis Scott Key bridge
in Baltimore harbor, and the at-
tendant loss of life, the destruction
of the bridge, and the economic
impact reminded me of mariner
concerns for the lurking dangers to
ships entering and leaving ports.

I served on 13 Navy ships that
made many ports of call in the U.S.
and foreign countries. As a conning
officer and navigator, I remember
being on total alert as we tran-
sited harbors through designated
channels. We typically maintained
enough speed at about five knots to
provide headway for steering, and

we always had two to four tugboats
assisting our transits.

The Dali was transiting at
around eight or nine knots, which
is too fast, and it did not utilize any
tugboats. Its speed was excessive,
but the absence of tugboats was
the critical mistake. The tugs could
have prevented the collision.

All port authorities should re-
view their ship transit policies and
procedures and require all major
sea going vessels to utilize tug-
boats when entering and leaving
ports.

Donald Moskowitz,

Londonderry NH

EV and Ignorance

(Daily Signal, Fox, The Federal-
ist, CNBC, Newsmax, Bloomberg,
BBC, New York Post)

The EPA recently released its
final emissions standards rule, re-
quiring that 70% of new vehicle
sales be pure battery-powered elec-
tric or hybrids and requiring a 56%
reduction in tailpipe emissions for
light- and medium-duty vehicles by
2032.

This new rule comes at a time
when almost all auto manufactur-
ers are dialing back on EV invest-
ments because EVs are left unsold
on dealers’ lots. Ford is considering
moving some of their plants to Mex-
ico because of Bidens overregula-
tion.

Transitioning to clean energy is a
ruse; the manufacturing of EVs pro-
duces 60 percent more carbon emis-
sions than that of gas-powered cars.
Blame the raw materials needed
for the lithium battery, the EV’s
most energy-intensive aspect pro-
duced in China using energy from
coal-fired plants. Mining battery
ingredients causes environmental
damage. About 100,000 pounds of
ore are needed to get the lithium,
cobalt, nickel, graphite, and copper
to make the batteries function. To
get the 100,000 pounds of ore, it’s
necessary to move 500,000 pounds
of earth. Electricity for the mining
comes from coal and natural gas not
renewables.

And then there is the price tag.
The average price of the top 10 elec-
tric vehicles in the US as of January
2024 is $64,936. For electric sedans,
hatchbacks and sport models is an
average of $72,000, and electric
trucks average $75,882.

There are other costs to consid-
er. EVs cost more to insure due to
more expensive parts, pricey bat-
teries that may need to be replaced,
and the specialization required to

service them. A Consumer Reports
survey found that new EVs have
79 percent more problems than in-
ternal-combustion cars. Charging
batteries will require installation
of home charging stations. The EV
will also go through more tires since
they wear out faster. EVs take a
long time to recharge and lose bat-
tery range in cold and hot weather.

EVs are much heavier than
gas-powered cars because of the
batteries. Being hit by a car that
weighs 1,000 pounds to 3,000
pounds more than your own in-
creases your odds of being killed by
47 percent!

When the battery is worn out, it
must be disposed of. Some items
can be recycled. The remainder is
disposed of in landfills, using a very
expensive method to ensure that
the lithium-ion batteries do not
catch fire or leak into the ground
water.

Where does the electricity come
from to charge these cars? Fossil fu-
els. According to the US Energy Ad-
ministration, renewables generate
14% (wind/solar) nuclear generates
18%, coal generates 20%, natural
gas generates 40%, and 8% (hydro/
biomass/geothermal) currently ac-
counts for our electric needs in the
country. Our production of electric-
ity would need to substantially in-
crease and requires a stellar pow-
er grid the very thing the United
States lacks.

The 63% of Americans living pay-
check to paycheck are more worried
about getting the kids to the doctor,
putting food on the table, and pay-
ing the electric bill. They are not
concerned about retrofitting their
homes and automobiles for climate
change.

Pray for our country.

William Salser,

Stuart

Differing memories

I've been thinking about the let-
ter in the March 27 edition. It was
titled “Changes in the 1960s.”

I graduated from high school in
1961, so I lived through those years
as I went on to college. I certainly
have no memory of the things cited
in that letter.

Maybe such letters should have

a different closing. Instead of “Pray
for our country,” I would suggest
that it be “Pray for those of the
MAGA cult who are unable to dis-
tinguish facts from the fictions pro-
pounded by Donald Trump and his
cult.”

William S. “Sandy” Rodgers,

Brentwood, Tenn.

Gardening For Boosting Your Brainpower

People who love to garden will
tell you that it becomes not only
a passion, but a great way to im-
prove both your mental and physi-
cal health. Gardening is a wonder-
ful form of exercise, and it can help
to reduce stress and depression
as well. However, gardening also
provides great stimulation for the
brain, and this comes as yet anoth-
er significant benefit to embracing
this hobby.

Staying Sharp details that gar-
dening can help to decrease de-
pression and sadness in people,
and these benefits to one’s mental
health that come from gardening
are well documented. However, it
is important to note that these is-
sues that negatively impact one’s
mental health can also cause a de-
cline in one’s cognitive skills. Any
activity that can counter the loss of
cognitive skills is a valuable one in
terms of boosting one’s brain pow-
er.

While it is not entirely clear why
gardening helps brain stimula-
tion so much, some experts believe
that, in part, the repetitive actions

that come from some gardening
tasks like weeding help the brain
by developing a sense of control
that might be missing elsewhere
in one’s life. Gardening can also
help to alleviate issues of brain fa-
tigue that come from the hectic na-
ture of everybody’s everyday lives,
and this type of activity can help
to clear people’s minds and boost
their problem-solving and reason-
ing abilities.

Earth Easy notes that research-
ers have found signs that garden-
ing can help with issues of demen-
tia and Alzheimer’s in older adults.
In fact, some studies have shown
that gardening may provide the
single biggest opportunity to re-
duce the risk for dementia in aging
adults. The reason for this is not
entirely clear, but it likely comes as
a result of the multiple ways that
gardening stimulates the brain
such as with sensory awareness
and perception, learning, and prob-
lem solving. Gardening also sparks
one’s creativity, which provides an-
other boost to the brain.

The Michigan State University

Extension indicates that garden-
ing is linked to mental clarity. In
addition, research has shown that
getting plenty of fresh air, as those
who garden get, can improve stu-
dent test scores and even help in
preventing (ADHD) Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder. Gar-
dening helps to develop organiza-
tional and spatial skills and to be
successful in gardening, you also
have to pay attention to scheduling
and avoid procrastination, all of
which engage the brain in various
ways.

Gardening can boost feelings of
success and purpose in people of all
ages, which can boost one’s brain
strength. ILS Rehabilitation Solu-
tions notes that gardening also can
help patients with brain injuries, a
connection that further emphasiz-
es the strong connection between
brain health and gardening.

It is common to use pesticides
and herbicides while gardening,
but some believe that there are rea-
sons to pause on this front. Many
gardeners are growing increasing-
ly concerned about the impact that

herbicides and other similar sub-
stances have on one’s health. Tox-
ics Action Center notes that there
have been multiple documented 1s-
sues with herbicides when it comes
to headaches, dizziness, and far
more serious medical issues, and
this leaves a fair number of gar-
deners committed to the idea that
they don’t use herbicides at all just
to be safe.

There is no shortage of reasons to
take up gardening as a hobby, as
it provides wonderful opportunities
for physical activity and improve-
ments to one’s mental health. In
addition, gardening also provides
solid brain stimulation that can im-
prove brain function in gardeners
of all ages. Few other activities can
benefit a person in so many ways
and with the variety of gardening
styles available, there is a type of
garden to fit every age and ability.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Maria Cannon. Used by per-
mission from www.lifeandhealth.
org Courtesy of LifeSpring — Re-
sources for Hope and Healing Stu-
art, VA)
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Patrick Pioneers

Charlie and Cora Hylton West
Family

By Beverly Belcher Woody

Last week, I wrote about Leath-
ia Pearl Moore Boyd and one of
her sons, William “Bill” Boyd who
was killed by lightning on June 22,
1910. Sadly, this was not the only
tragedy that occurred that hot sum-
mer day.

The following is an excerpt of an
account that was published in the
Mountain Laurel in June of 1985;
the author signed his recollection
YKW (You Know Who). “On the hot
muggy morning of June 22, 1910,
my father rose early and prepared
to make his rounds of delivering the
mail on what was then Route 2 in
Floyd County. Dad had completed
the first half of his route and was
only a few hundred yards beyond
the Bill Boyd place [located on
what is now state road 609 in Pat-
rick County], when he saw a huge
streak of lightning come down to
earth and felt the stinging sensa-
tion its nearness brought. His horse
was visibly frightened and nickered
excitedly but kept going. A few hun-
dred yards further on, he came upon
the Boyd family gathered around
the body of Bill Boyd. It seems
they had all been hoeing corn and
while all the others made it to the
house, Bill himself sought shelter
from the rain under a big tree be-
tween the road and the house. The
bolt of lightning was drawn to the
tree and killed Bill Boyd instant-
ly. Dad did what little he could to
console the family and get the body
indoors and then continued sorrow-
fully on his appointed round. As he
neared the post office at Meadows
of Dan, he overtook a small group
of men carrying the body of young
Eric West, a fine young lad of only
17 who had also been struck while
hoeing corn and killed by lightning
from those same clouds. Dad was
deeply shocked by this double trag-
edy occurring so close together right
on his mail route. It must have been
an ordeal for him to make that same
round again with summer storms
occurring frequently, but if he was
scared, he never mentioned it. Dad
had hired Charlie West, Eric’s fa-
ther, along with some other “hands”
to put a new roof on our house. I
was not quite six years old at the
time, but I can still recall with sad-
ness that some men came to tell
Charlie West that his son had been
killed and how shocked he looked
as he scrambled down the ladder to
hurry home to his family.”

Charlie William West was born
on the 27th of February 1869 to
Wilson Jackson West and Susan
Ann Massey of the Meadows of Dan
area. Charlie married Miss Cora

Dell Hylton on March 12, 1891,
in Patrick County. Cora was the
daughter of Levi Hylton and Lou
Anna Pratt of Floyd County, Virgin-
ia. Charlie and Cora set up house-
keeping in Meadows of Dan and in
December of 1891, their first child,
Zebrum Claude West was born.

Zebrum married Miss Lillie Effie
Keith of Floyd County on the 27th
of January 1915. Zebrum and Lillie
raised at least seven children in the
Willis community of Floyd; the cou-
ple are buried at the Topeco Church
Cemetery.

James Eric West was the next
child born to Charlie and Cora on
the 2nd of March 1893. After his
tragic death, James was buried
at the Meadows of Dan Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Mary Ticia was the third child
born to Charlie and Cora; “Ticie”
arrived on the 25th of April 1894.
Ticie married recently widowed Jo-
seph Franklin Hall in 1928. Joseph
had lost his first wife, Nora Cruise
in the previous year of 1927. Ticie
helped raise dJoseph and Nora’s
three surviving daughters, Edna,
Myrtle, and Claudine. Little Irene
had passed away from diphtheria in
1922 when she was 18 months old.
Ticie and Joseph had one son, Bu-
ren. Joseph and Ticie are buried at
Mountain View Methodist Church
Cemetery.

Charlie and Cora’s fourth child,
Solomon Nicholas West was born
on the 2nd of December 1895. Solo-
mon fought with the 329th Infantry
Division during World War I. Upon
his return, Solomon married Miss
Lena Gray Withrow on the 4th of
June 1919 in Greenbrier Coun-
ty, West Virginia. Solomon passed
away in April of 1955 and was
buried at Meadows of Dan Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Retta Mae West was the next
child born to Charlie and Cora;
“Retty” was born on the 17th of
January 1897. Retty married Jo-
seph Green Cochran on the 15th of
November 1916 and the couple had
at least six children. Retty and Jo-
seph were also buried at Meadows
of Dan Baptist Church Cemetery.

Charlie and Cora’s sixth child
was Andrew Bennett West, born on
the 11th of November 1898. Andrew
married Miss Lizzie Emma Hall in
1919 and they also had at least six
children. Tragically, Lizzie was lost
to cancer at the age of 39 and was
buried at the Paul DeHart Ceme-
tery. Andrew passed away 27 years
later and was buried at Meadows of
Dan Baptist Church Cemetery.

Susan Ruth West was born to
Charlie and Cora on the 10th of
April 1900. “Ruth” married Frank
Dewey Walker, Sr. from the Lone

Ivy community on the 27th of Oc-
tober 1920. Ruth and Frank raised
four children in Woolwine; the cou-
ple were buried at Sycamore Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Bertie Ann West was born on the
21st of November 1901; she was the
eighth child of Charlie and Cora.
Bertie married George McKinley
Hubbard on the 29th of December
1920. The couple raised ten chil-
dren in the Mountain View com-
munity and at their passing, Bertie
and George were buried at the Hen-
ry Hubbard Cemetery.

Wilson Cline West, Charlie and
Cora’s ninth child was born on
the 9th of November 1903. Wilson
married Miss Ora Jett of the Slate
Mountain community of Floyd on
the 30th of June 1926. Wilson and
Ora raised two children in Cave
Spring where Wilson worked in
a silk mill. Wilson passed away
of a heart attack in 1954 and Ora
passed away 41 years later in 1995;
they were buried at Meadows of
Dan Baptist Church Cemetery.

Flossie Cora, child #10 was born
on the 25th of June 1905. Flossie
married Alvin Carmel Hylton from
the Burks Fork district of Floyd on
the 30th of March 1929. Flossie and
Alvin raised their four sons in Page
County, Virginia.

Charlie and Cora’s eleventh child,
Levi Charles West, was born on the
2nd of June 1907. Levi married wid-
ow Nova Belle Underwood Thomas
from Willis on the 3rd of Decem-
ber 1948. Nova’s first husband, El-
mer Worth Thomas, Sr. had been
wounded in battle in Belgium and
succumbed to his injuries on the
18th of December 1944. Technician
5th grade Elmer Thomas was bur-
ied in the American cemetery at
Henri-Chapelle, Arrondissement
de Verviers, Liége, Belgium. El-
mer and Nova’s son, Elmer, Jr. was

James Eric West

only 9 months old when his father
passed away. Levi and Nova Belle
are buried at Meadows of Dan Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Joseph Vernon West was born to
Charlie and Cora on the 15th of De-
cember 1909. Twelve-year-old Jo-
seph died of diphtheria on the 20th
of October 1921. According to his
death certificate, Joseph was bur-
ied in the Lawson Cemetery, but
I believe that Joseph was actually
buried at Meadows of Dan Baptist
Church Cemetery with so many of
his family members.

Virginia Eloise West was born
the 26th of October 1911, sixteenth
months after 17-year-old brother,
James Eric West was killed by light-
ning. In the 1940 census, Virginia’s
occupation was listed as a “yokeing”
at a shirt factory. I am guessing it
was the shirt factory at Floyd, but
I am not for certain. On the 6th of
July 1947, Virginia married widow-
er Gerald Randolph Reynolds, an
electrician and power plant opera-
tor for the City of Danville (Kibler
Valley) and helped him raise his
three little boys. Virginia and Ger-
ald were also buried at Meadows of
Dan Baptist Church Cemetery.

Charlie and Cora’s 14th and last
child was Eva Lea West, born on
the 23rd of August 1914. Eva mar-
ried Thomas Pinkney “Cap” Ayers
on the 23rd of December 1937. Eva
and Cap raised their children in
Meadows of Dan and were buried at
the cemetery there too.

Charlie West passed away on the
first of January 1952 at the age
of 82 and Cora Dell passed away
eleven years later, at the age of 89,
on the 23rd of January 1963; both
were laid to rest at Meadows of Dan
Baptist Church Cemetery.

Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreekl@gmail.com or (276)
692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National So-
cial Security Advisor at the AMAC
Foundation, the non-profit arm of
the Association of Mature Ameri-
can Citizens

Ask Rusty - When Should We
Claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty: I am almost 63 and
my husband will be 61 soon, and
we are looking to see when our best
time would be to start our Social
Security benefits. We would like to
know if one of us qualifies for bene-
fits from a previous marriage from
1984 to 1995. And we are wonder-
ing if I can start drawing at age 65,
in two years, or if it is better that
I wait until 67 because my spouse
is 2 years younger than me. Also,
if I were to continue working limit-
ed hours after 65, what would my
earning limit be? Signed: Almost
Ready

Dear Almost Ready: The first
thing to understand is that full re-
tirement age (FRA) for both of you
is 67. If either of you claim before
that, your monthly benefit amount
will be permanently reduced and,
because you are working, you will
be subject to Social Security’s
“earnings test.”

If you claim your benefit at age
65 your monthly payment will be

about 87% of what you would get
if you claimed at age 67. If your
husband claims at age 62, his ben-
efit will be about 70% of his FRA
amount. The only way to get 100%
of the benefit you've each earned
from a lifetime of working is to
claim at your FRA. You can choose
to claim at age 65 as long as you're
comfortable with the benefit re-
duction which will occur, and as
long as your annual work earnings
do not significantly exceed the
earnings limit for that year. In any
case, when each of you claims will
not affect the other’s retirement
benefit amount.

Social Security’s “earnings test”
for those claiming before FRA sets
a limit for how much can be earned
before some (or all) benefits are
taken away. The earnings limit
for 2024 is $22,320, but it changes
yearly. If you claim early benefits
and your work earnings exceed
that year’s limit, Social Security
will take away $1 in benefits for
every $2 you are over the limit.
They take away by withholding
future benefits long enough to re-
cover what you owe for exceeding
the limit. If you significantly ex-
ceed the annual earnings limit,
you may be temporarily ineligible

to receive SS benefits until you ei-
ther earn less or reach your FRA
(the earnings test no longer ap-
plies after you reach your FRA). I
cannot predict what the earnings
limit will be two years from now,
but it will be more than the 2024
limit and published at that time.
FYI, in the year you turn 67 your
pre-FRA earnings limit will be
much higher, and when you reach
your FRA the earnings test no lon-
ger applies.

Regarding your previous mar-
riage, you cannot receive spousal
benefits from an ex-spouse while
you are currently married. But
when to claim may also be influ-
enced by whether either you or
your current spouse will get a
spousal benefit from the other. If
the FRA (age 67) benefit amount
for one of you is more than twice
the other’s FRA entitlement, the
one with the lower FRA amount
will get a “spousal boost” to their
own amount when both of you are
collecting.

Spouse benefits reach maximum
at one’s FRA, but each person’s
personal SS retirement amount
will continue to grow if not claimed
at FRA. Waiting past FRA to claim
allows the SS retirement benefit to

Social Security Matters =

grow by 8% per year, up to age 70.
So, with an FRA of 67, claiming at
age 70 will yield a payment 24%
higher than the FRA amount, 76%
more than the age 62 amount, and
about 37% more than the age 65
amount. But waiting beyond FRA
is only smart if financially feasi-
ble and life expectancy is at least
average (about 84 and 87 respec-
tively for a man and woman your
current ages). And, as a general
rule, if one’s spousal benefit at
FRA (50% of their partner’s FRA
entitlement) is highest, then that
spouse should claim at FRA to get
their maximum benefit.

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any
other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Fishing Team to

compete in

Best of luck to members of the
Patrick County High School Fishing
Team as they compete against oth-
er high school teams in two B.A.S.S.
Nation of Virginia State Qualifier

2 qualifiers

tournaments at Philpott Lake this
upcoming weekend. Thank you to all
the boat captains and sponsors who
make this possible for the students.
Good luck to all the youth anglers.

Lady Cougar Softball
Defeats Bassett

By Ashlee Mullis

The Lady Cougars
Softball Team defeated
Bassett 22-7 on Mon-
day, March 25. Jour-
ney Moore pitched 2
innings, striking out
3. Hayden Lawless
pitched the final 3 in-
nings. McKenzie Holt
led the Cougars with 4
hits, and Moore added
3 hits. Lauren Fulcher,
Lauren Hazelwood and
Kyleigh Gusler had 2
hits each, and Gusler
had 5 RBIs as well.
Bryley Pike, Moore,
and Fulcher all scored s
4 times.

Hayden Lawless pitches for the win against Bassett.

e,

PCHS Baseball Team
Gets Two Wins, One Loss

By Ashlee Mullis

The PC Varsity Base-
ball Team lost 4-13 to
Glenvar on Wednes-
day, March 20.

According to Coach
Tal Swails, “Pitchers
struggled with com-
mand, offense didn’t
swing it well, and de-
fense kicked it around
a little. Just didn’t play
well across the board.
We probably needed a

little wake up call.”

On Thursday, March
21, the Cougars beat

Tucker Swails pitches for the win at Bassett.

Martinsville, 16-0. PC
defeated Bassett,6-0,
on the road Monday,
March 25. Tucker
Swails got the win on

the mound with a com-
plete game, 2 hit shut-
out. Swails struck out
12 batters and walked
1. The Cougars were

led at the plate by
Noah Jessup and Jack-
son Horton, both with
2 hits. Calvin Lancast-
er had 2 RBIs.

Softball Team Competes

in Franklin County

By Ashlee Mullis

On Saturday, March
30, the Lady Cougars [
Varsity Softball Team [
traveled to Franklin
County to play in the
Battle of the Bases.
The Cougars lost to
Staunton River O0-5.
Mckenzie Holt pitched
a strong 7 innings,
giving up 4 earned
runs on 4 strikeouts.
Holt also led the way
at the plate with 2
hits for the Cougars.
Lauren Hazelwood

ot

added a hit. PC de-
feated Bassett 15-5
Saturday morning.
Journey Moore went
the distance in the cir-
cle, giving up 4 earned

Bryley Pike waits for the pitch.

runs and striking out Moore had 3 RBIs on
6. Lauren Hazelwood, 2 hits Hayden Law-
Lilly Hazelwood, and less had 2 RBIs in the
Holt had 3 hits each. win.
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holds off Tex

in overtime to win at
Richmond Raceway

By Holly Cain

NASCAR Wire Service

Denny Hamlin’s No. 11 Joe Gibbs
Racing team gave him a clutch pit
stop to emerge with the lead out
of the pits and then he was able to

hold the advantage on a two-lap
|| overtime shootout to claim the Toy-
1| ota Owners 400 victory Saturday
| night at his home track, Richmond

(Va.) Raceway.

It was Hamlin’s 53rd career NA-
SCAR Cup Series win, second of the
season and his fifth victory at the
three-quarter mile Richmond oval —
a .269-second margin of victory over
Team Penske’s Joey Logano. And
it came at the expense of his JGR
teammate Martin Truex Jr. who
finished fourth despite leading a
dominant 228 of the race’s 407 laps.

“This was a team win for sure,”
said Hamlin, who led 17 laps on the
night. “Each one of these pit crew
members just did an amazing job,
they’ve been killing it all year.

“Such a great feeling when you
can come in and have a pit crew like
that.”

It was a certainly a frustrating
ending for Truex, who had been out
front 54 consecutive laps in his No.
19 JGR Toyota when a caution flag
flew with only two laps of regula-
tion remaining. On the ensuing pit
stop, Hamlin beat him off pit road
and Truex was unable to take the
lead back in that final two lap run,
ultimately getting passed by Loga-
no for second and polesitter Kyle
Larson for third.

“It’s unfortunate, but it’s hap-
pened a few times over the years,”
Truex said. “We were in a great
spot and had a great Auto Owners
Camry all night long and the guys
did a really good job. Just got beat
out of the pits and then he [Hamlin]
jumped the start and just used me
up in Turn 1.

“Definitely sucks. Another car ca-
pable of winning, we’ll just have to
come back next week and try to get
one.”

The silver lining for Truex, is that
he still holds the championship lead
by 14 points over Larson, who had
a busy ending to the race. Contact
between Hendrick Motorsports’
Larson and 23XI Racing’s Bubba
Wallace brought out the final yel-
low flag to force the first overtime
period for a NASCAR Cup Series

race this season.

Larson was still able to come out
fourth place on the pit stop and
challenge for the win, although he
and Truex banged doors in the clos-
ing laps fighting for position.

“My pit crew did a really good
job to get us off pit road and get us
those spots to restart fourth and
gain one more,” Larson said. “T'll
take third after what could have
been a lot worse there on the front
stretch. Proud of the HendrickCars.
com team.

“It was a good weekend for us,
winning the pole, winning a stage
and getting back to third. Happy
about that.”

As for the late race contact be-
tween him and a frustrated Truex,
Larson said. “I think he was just
mad. He was mad the 11 [Ham-
lin] used him up on the restart
and that’s probably where it really
started from.

“I think he was more mad at Den-
ny but I was the closest one for him
to take his anger out on,” Larson
added with a smile.

Larson’s Hendrick teammate —
and fellow front-row starter — Chase
Elliott finished fifth.

Joe Gibbs Racing’s Christopher
Bell, Hendrick’s William Byron,
RFK Racing teammates Brad Kesel-
owski and Chris Buescher and 23XI
Racing’s Tyler Reddick rounded out
the top-10. Stewart-Haas Racing’s
Josh Berry finished 11th, having
run in the top-10 most of the night
and Wallace, who also ran top-10
most of the race finished 13th after
that late race contact with Larson.

Of note, with the track still damp
from afternoon showers, the field
started the race on wet weather
tires. NASCAR threw a competi-
tion caution at Lap 30, bringing the
cars down pit road for a mandatory
change to racing slicks. And cars re-
turned to the track in the order they
were running at the time of caution.
The move to use the wet weather
tires allowed the race to start only
a few minutes late and was widely
praised.

The NASCAR Cup Series moves
to another short track challenge
next Sunday with the Cook Out 400
(3 p.m. ET, FS1, MRN, SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio) at Martinsville
(Va.) Speedway. Larson is the de-
fending race winner.

Sports Briefs

By Ashlee Mullis

JV Cougars Get Two Wins

The JV Baseball Team got a 13-0
in a 5-inning run rule win over Bas-
sett, on Monday, March 25. Will
Heath had a big night with a homer-
un and 2 RBIs. Jackson Callahan,
Christian Hylton, Mason Cassell,
Ethan Errichetti, and Greely Terry
had an RBI each.

Hylton went 2 innings on the
mound allowing 0 runs and striking
out 2. Terry threw 2 innings allow-

Register went 1 inning, allowing
0 runs. Thursday, March 28, PC
beat Floyd County 4-0 in a 5-inning
game. David Lawson had a double
and an RBI. Callahan had 1 hit, 1
run, and 1 RBI. Hylton had 1 hit
and 1 RBL

Maddox Taylor had 1 hit and 1
run. Lawson had 4 innings, 1 hit, 0
runs and 3 strikeouts.

Hylton went 1 inning allowing 0
hits, O runs and striking out 2. The
Cougars are 7-0 on the season.

Varsity Girls Soccer Team
Keeps up Winning Season

By Ashlee Mullis i

The Patrick County
Girls Varsity Soccer
Team got a 3-2 road
win at Dan River on
March 18.

Kyra Titular had a
hat trick for the Lady
Cougars. dJewel Ia-
covone had 1 assist,
and Skye Ayes had 6
saves in goal.

The ladies lost 1-8
to Glenvar Wednes-
day, March 20. Titular
scored the only goal
for the Cougars. Ayers

e el |

Skye Ayers prepares to kick the ball after a save in the goal.

ing 0 runs and striking out 3. Mark

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

had 13 saves in goal.
On Friday, March
22, the Cougars trav-
eled to Martinsville,
beating the Bulldogs
2-1. Kendall Williams
and Camille Gonzalez

had 1 goal each. Eliz-
abeth Rose was credit-
ed with an assist, and
Ayers had 3 saves in
goal. The Lady Cou-
gars got a huge 3-2
win over Bassett on

March 25. Raeli Mo-
ran had 2 Goals, and
Williams had 1 goal off
a penalty kick. Gonza-
lez had 2 assists, and
Ayers had 11 saves in
goal.
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Williamsburg

(cont. from page 1)

all over Virginia.

said the commemoration will be “an extraordi-
nary celebration,” and expressed his personal
feelings about commemorating “the most im-
portant day in the history of this great country
and possibly the world. My heart swells with
pride.”

He also talked of the investment Virginia is
making in the 250th commemorations. Leading
up to July 4, 2026, Youngkin said he expects to
see an economic and tourism boost from those
coming to Virginia for Semiquincentennial
events.

Longtime television journalist Harry Smith
offered stories from his travels across Ameri-
ca, where he saw firsthand how much average
Americans have in common, even in divisive

National VA250 Chair Carly Fiorina spoke to planners from  Williamsburg hosted 450 people from all over the U.S. and
Virginia to plan America’s 250th birthday celebrations.

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin addressed those gathered for
“A Common Cause to All.”

VA250.

#VA250 (f W) @VARevolution250

VA250.0RG

meets regularly, forming plans for events lead-
ing up to and including America’s 250th birth-
day on July 4, 2026. The local committee will be
at the upcoming Strawberry Festival in Stuart
on May 18, where those interested can get infor-
mation on the Semiquincentennial preparations
in Patrick County.

The Patrick County VA250 Committee is ac-
tively working on future events and will add
scheduled events to their Facebook page, at
www.facebook.com/PatrickCountyVA250.

and Chairman of the America 250, as well as
nationally known historians. Attendees also
got a sneak peek of the upcoming documenta-
ry from Ken Burns, “The American Revolution’,
which will air in 2025.

The conference closed with a reenactment of
the Virginia House of Burgesses call for a day of
‘Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayer,” in support of
the people of Boston, following England’s closing
of their port in response to the Boston Tea Party.

In Patrick County, the local VA250 committee

Affordable Health

Screenings Coming
to Stuart, Virginia

times such as these.

Tuesday morning began with a powerful
speech from Virginia Supreme Court Justice
John Charles Thomas, the first African Ameri-
can and youngest appointed to the post. Thom-
as said he views America not as a melting pot,
but as a tapestry made of many parts showing
America’s history, good and bad.

Attendees also heard from Carly Fiorina, the
National Honorary Chairman of VA250, Rosie
Rios, the 43rd Treasurer of the United States,
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The three finalists in WES’ Spelling Bee are (left to right), Paisley Shuff, who won 1st
place; Conner King in 2nd place, and Corrynn McAlexander in 3rd place.

7th graders sweep
WES’ Spelling Bee

Residents living in and around
Stuart, Virginia can learn about
their risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease, osteoporosis, diabetes, and
other chronic, serious conditions
with affordable screenings by Life
Line Screening. John D Hooker
Memorial Building will host this
community event on 4/18/2024.
The site is located at 420 Wood-
land Drive in Stuart.

Screenings can check for:

The level of plaque buildup in
your arteries, related to risk for
cardiovascular disease, stroke
and overall vascular health.

HDL and LDL Cholesterol lev-
els

Diabetes risk

Kidney and thyroid function,
and more

Screenings are affordable and
convenient. Free parking is also
available.

Special package pricing starts
at $159, but consultants will work
with you to create a package that
is right for you based on your age
and risk factors. Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website at www.
lifelinescreening.com. Pre-regis-
tration is required.

Paisley Shuff, Conner King and
Corrynn McAlexander were the fi-
nal three participants in Woolwine
Elementary School’s Spelling Bee.

Fifteen students, in grades 4-7, par-
ticipated in the March 28 contest
that included many competitive
rounds of spelling.

Crooked Road director to
visit Ararat center on April 26

PCHS Sports
Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports
Schedule for the week of April 8-13:

4/8 4:30pBoys Tennis vs Magna Vista & Alleghany
(at Magna Vista)

4:30pGirls Tennis at Alleghany

6pm Girls Soccer at Alleghany

7pm Boys Soccer vs Alleghany

S5pm Baseball at Alleghany

S5pm Softball at Alleghany

6pm Girls Soccer at Carroll County
4:30pBoys Tennis at Carroll County
4:30p Girls Tennis vs Carroll County

5pm Softball vs Floyd County

7pm Boys Soccer at Carroll County
4:30pBoys Tennis at Magna Vista

4:30p Girls Tennis vs Magna Vista

7pm Baseball vs Carroll County

7pm Softball vs Carroll County

TBA Track Meet at Blacksburg H.S.

4/9

4/10
a/11

a/12

a/13

By Mary Del-
lenback Hill

Tyler Hughes,
the new executive
director of The
Crooked Road,
Virginia’s  Heri-
tage Music Trail
will visit the Wil-
lis Gap Commu-
nity Center Open
Jam on Friday,
April 26.

The Willis Gap
Community Cen-
ter Open Jam is
an Affiliated Part-
ner of The Crook-
ed Road.

,7« il‘i
Tyler Hughes

Hughes grew up in cian, performing and
Big Stone Gap, VA. preserving the musi-
an

He 1s

award-winning musi-

old-time cal traditions of Cen-

tral Appalachia,
Virginia since his
teenage years.
He is grounded
in the rich musi-
cal culture and
the people, and
has played profes-
sionally at large
venues such as
Grand Ole Opry,
and The Carter
Fold. Hughes is a
multi-instrumen-
talist and square
dance caller.
Located at 144
The Hollow Road,
Ararat, the center’s
doors open at 6 p.m.,
with concessions that
include hotdogs, slaw,

Weekly Specials

with crabmeat

Prime Rib 80z .....$17.99

with potatoes & onions

with rice & coconut curry sauce

We Offer Party Room
Banquet

HOURS: 11:30AM TO 10PM
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville, VA
Reservations accepted
(276) 638-4462
www.raniasrestaurant.com

12 piece Stuff Mushrooms.....$15.99

Fresh Grilled Mahi-Mahi (Fish) ....

with mashed potatoes and mild pepper sauce

Grilled Blackened Pork Loin .....

with potatoes, onions, mushrooms & marsala sauce

Chicken Curry .....$16.99

$16.99

All Main Course Include - Fresh House Salad or Homemade Soup

FRiDAY LI
PIANO MUSIC LIVE

chili, chips, candies,
popcorn, assorted so-
das, coffee, and bottled
water.

Music and dancing
are enjoyed from 7-10
p.m., with a 50/50
drawing at about 8:15
p.m.

The jam is a spe-
cial night of old-time,
bluegrass, gospel, and
country music — the
musical heritage of
Southwest Virginia
and southern hospital-
ity at its best.

$18.99
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Betty Gayle Amburn Pilson

Betty Gayle Am-
burn Pilson, age 83 of
Stuart, passed away
Saturday, March 30,
2024, at the home of
her daughter. Betty
was born on March
11, 1941, in Galax, in
Carroll County, Vir-
ginia to the late El-
wood and Flora Am-
burn. In addition to
her parents, she was
preceded in death by
a brother, Thomas
Amburn; her grand-
parents; and various

aunts, uncles, and
cousins.
Betty graduated

from Carroll County
High School in 1960.
Her first job was at
Bolen’s Drug Store in
Galax. She spent the
majority of her profes-
sional life as a legal
secretary for various
law firms. She was an
avid reader and an ex-
pert genealogist who
loved to complete re-
search and family his-
tories for others. She

also published books
on the subject. She en-
joyed organizing bus
tours and taking peo-
ple to various places
such as Canada, Ver-

mont, and Branson,
Missouri. She was a
member of the Patrick
County Music Associ-
ation and a volunteer
at the Patrick County
Historical Museum.
She was a member
of Sycamore Baptist
Church in Stuart.
Betty 1s survived by
one daughter, Mar-
cie Mabe, of Bassett;

| of Bassett;

nephew, Chris Am-

| burn (Suzie) of Ga-

lax; niece, Kelly Am-
burn of Galax; special
friends, Ilene Bolt,
Linda Roberson, and
Anne Pilson, all of
Stuart, Teresa Bragg
various
cousins, friends; be-
loved cat, dJunebug;

| and grand dog, Oreo.

Funeral services
will be held Friday,
April 5, 2024, at 12:00
p.m. at Sycamore Bap-
tist Church with Pas-
tor Shaun Draughn
officiating. The family
will receive friends
from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at the
church. A private
burial will be held in
Blue Ridge Chapel
Baptist Church Cem-
etery in Galax. Moody
Funeral Home in Stu-
art is in charge of the
arrangements, and
online condolences
may be sent by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Daniel Camillus “Dan” Conway

Daniel Camillus
(Dan) Conway passed
away 1in Sarasota,

Florida on Tuesday,
26 December 2023
with his wife at his
side. He was 86 years
old. Born in Musk-
ogee, Oklahoma on
24 March 1937 to Ca-
millus Anthony and
Frances Elizabeth
(Morrow) Conway.
He grew up a de-
vout Catholic in the
North Shore suburbs
of Chicago, attending
St. Mary’s School in
Evanston before at-
tending High School
and graduating from
Loyola Academy in
Chicago in 1955,
where he was also an
Eagle Scout. He was
a proud alumnus of
The University of No-
tre Dame, graduating
with a degree in Busi-
ness Administration
in 1959, and com-
pleting a Graduate
Certificate Program
in Transportation at
Yale in 1960. Dan
married Joan Kath-
ryne (Thompson), 23
August 1963 at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church
in Martinsville, Vir-
ginia. He served in
the United States
Army Transportation
Corps until his Hon-
orable Discharge as a
Captain in 1969. His
professional years
were spent in the rail
transportation indus-
try, spending most
of his working years
with the Missouri
Pacific Railroad and
Union Pacific Rail-
road. After retire-

ment, he and Joan

Mooby ..~
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“We appreciate the co

moved to Florida,
settling in Venice for
many years, and then
Sarasota, places that
served as a base for
many international
and domestic travel
experiences. After re-
tiring to Florida, he
became active in the
Suncoast Chapter of
the National Railway
Historical Society,
the Notre Dame Club
of Sarasota, the Yale
Club of Sarasota,
Newcomers of Venice,
and other organiza-
tions, through which
he and Joan became
friends with many
wonderful people. He
volunteered in ser-
vice roles in many of
the organizations of
which he was a mem-
ber.

Dan is preceded in
death by his parents,
Camillus and Frances
Conway and his sister
Teresa Conway, and
is survived by his wife
of more than 60 years,
Joan, sons, Stuart
and Patrick (Karen),
7 Grandchildren, 5
Great-Grandchildren,
2 brothers-in-law,
a sister-in-law, and
several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

He showed his
love for his fami-
ly by spending time
with  his children
and grandchildren,
attending important
events in their lives,
and always being
available for advice
or a conversation.

Throughout his life,
service to his commu-
nity and fellow man
was of utmost impor-

oo
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nfidence you have

shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Pete Campbell, Manager
Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

tance to Dan. Some
of his service includ-
ed serving youth as
a Troop committee
member and com-
missioner for various
Boy Scout Troops,
regularly donating
platelets at the Amer-
ican Red Cross, serv-
ing the Yale Club of
Sarasota, for which
service he received an
outstanding service
award from the Yale
Alumni Association.
He also held various
service/leadership
positions with the
Suncoast Chapter of
the National Railroad
Historic Society, and
was frequently seen
helping his neigh-
bors, wherever he
was.

Funeral services
will be held at noon
on April 10,2024 at
Risen Lord Catholic
Church, 59 Mountain
View Park, Stuart,
VA. Interment will
follow with a brief
graveside service at
Stuart Cemetery with
military rites by the
Patrick County Vet-
erans Memorial Hon-
or Guard.

In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that
he be remembered
through donations to
Tidewell Hospice in
Sarasota, Florida, or
that you find a way to
serve your communi-
ty as he did, through
donations of time
through volunteer
service. Online con-
dolences may be sent
to www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

David “Bubba” Nelson Gwaltney, Sr.

Mr. David “Bub-
ba” Nelson Gwaltney,
Sr., age 79 of Stuart,
Virginia passed away
on March 26, 2024,
at Sovah Hospital of
Martinsville. He was
born in Petersburg,
Virginia on August 6,
1944, to the late Wil-
fred William Gwaltney
and Madeline Virginia
Bush Gwaltney. In ad-
dition to his parents, he
was preceded in death
by one brother, Russell
Gwaltney; and two sis-
ters, Jean Belcher and
Maxine Harrup. Da-
vid aka “Bubba” was a
member of the Eagles
Club. After retirement
from International Pa-
per, he was known by
many as a great handy-
man. His hobbies were
hunting, fishing, auto
racing, and just having
a good time. “Bubba”
will be dearly missed
by his family and all
who knew and loved

him.

“Bubba” 1s survived
by two children, Pau-
la G. Darden and hus-
band, Karl of Suffolk,
VA and David Nelson
Gwaltney, dJr. “Neal”
and fiancé, Dana Walk-
er of Richmond; two

step-children, Mike
Drewery of Stuart,
and Stacey Cockram

and husband, Jimmy
of Stuart; seven grand-
children, Aaron Darden
and wife, Ashley, Kend-
all Darden and wife, Ni-
cole, Donna Hill, Brian
Drewery, Chris Drew-

ery, Tyler Hughes, and
Savannah  Cockram;
eight great-grandchil-
dren; twin sister, Don-
na Grinnell of Stuarts
Draft; brother, Henry
Gwaltney and wife,

4 Linda of Washington;

and several nieces and

| nephews.

A celebration of life
service will be held
on Friday, March 29,
2024, at 11:00 a.m. at
Moody Funeral Home
Chapel in Stuart. The
family will receive
friends one hour prior
to the services at the
funeral home on Friday
morning. Online condo-
lences may be sent to
www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

The family would like
to acknowledge and
send a heartfelt thanks
to Amanda and Milton
Foley for their unself-
ish love and care ex-
tended to our loved one.

Pauline H. Waldman

Pauline H. Wald-
man (nee Dorman),
born on September 8,
1938, in Brooklyn, NY,
passed away peaceful-
ly on March 27, 2024,
in Martinsville, VA, at
the age of 85. She was
a strong-willed woman
known for her love and
devotion to her family.

Pauline  dedicated
her career to serving as
a dJuvenile Detention
Officer for the State of
NdJ. Outside of work,
she found joy in her
hobbies, particularly
excelling at Mahjong
and sharing her pas-
sion by teaching oth-
ers how to play. She
also enjoyed playing
Scat card games with
friends and family.

She is survived by

son George Waldman,

daughters  Margaret
Rocca (Frank), and Ra-
chel Barry (Donald).
Pauline was a cher-
ished sister to Frank,
Nick, Patricia, Mary,
Lorraine, = Margaret,
Flo (John), Josephine
(Steve), and Susan.
She was preceded in
death by her beloved
husband, Arthur

Waldman, brother Ed-
die Dorman, and sister
June Nicotra.

A funeral service to
honor Pauline’s life
will be held on Tues-
day, April 2, 2024, from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and
7 pm. to 9 p.m. The
burial will take place
on Wednesday, April
3, 2024, at Brigadier
General William C.
Doyle Memorial Cem-
etery in Wrightstown,
NJ. The Carmen-Spez-
zi Funeral Home in
New Jersey is assisting
the family with the ar-

rangements.

Pauline will be re-
membered for her
strength, love, and

the impact she had on
those around her. She
will be deeply missed
by all who knew her.

Clinton Donald “Don” Hylton

her loving children:
Mr. Clinton Don-
ald “Don” Hylton,
age 87, of Meadows

of Dan, VA, passed
away on March 29,
2024, in Laurel Fork,
VA. He was born in
Floyd County on dJuly
10, 1936, to the late
Quince Adams Hylton
and Emma  Susan
Higgs Hylton. In addi-
tion to his parents, he
was preceded in death
by his beloved wife,
Loveda Helms Hylton;
two brothers, Everett
Lee Hylton, Kenneith

Arbie Hylton; and
three sisters, Mamie
Pearl Hylton, Retta

Geraldine H. Carroll,
and Opal Virginia H.
Worrell.

Don was an Army
Veteran and loved
serving his country. He
also pursued a career
at Primland Resort
where he worked for
many years. Don found
joy in listening to
Blue Grass music and
spending time with
friends who shared his
passion for the genre.
He spent most of his

spare time attending
Blue Grass events in
the area.

A very outgoing and
social individual, Don
never met a stranger.
His great sense of hu-
mor and playful teas-
ing endeared him to
many. His memory will
live on in the hearts of
those who knew and
loved him. He will be
deeply missed by all
who had the pleasure
of his company.

Left to cherish the
memory of Don Hylton
are two daughters,
daughters Crista
Walker (Mark) of Stu-
art and Susan Hylton
of Martinsville; one
sister Nadine Quesen-
berry of Vesta, VA;
one brother-in-law,
Lois Belcher and wife,
Dorothy of Meadows
of Dan; nephew, Steve
Helms and wife, Ang-
ie of Meadows of Dan;
numerous nieces and
nephews; extended
family; and friends
from all over the coun-
try.

A funeral service for

orris
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www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
TIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

Mr. Hylton will be held
on Tuesday, April 2,
2024, at 11:00 a.m. at
Conners View Prim-
itive Baptist Church
with Charles Hubbard
officiating. Burial will
immediately follow in
the church cemetery.
The family will receive
friends one hour pri-
or to the services on
Tuesday morning at
the church.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may Dbe
made to the Residents
Aid Fund at Heritage
Hall-Laurel Meadows
(The fund supports res-
ident activities which
Don truly enjoyed and
participated in on nu-
merous occasions).
Checks can be sent to
Heritage Hall-Laurel
Meadows, 16600 Dan-
ville Pike, Laurel Fork,
VA 23352. Moody Fu-
neral Home in Stuart
has been entrusted
with arrangements

and online condolences
may be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.
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PATrICK PULPITS

BIBLE TRIVIA

Bread of Heaven

Alan Dean, retired Seventh-day
Adventist pastor

Psalms 78: 23,24 describes how
God rained down manna from heav-
en to feed the Israelites during
their 40 years in the wilderness, a
miracle that fed over 2 million peo-
ple daily.

A similar “rain” fell in north Chi-
na back in 1931. A mission station
had been established there and
that year they experienced a severe
drought resulting in extensive fam-
ine. The missionaries had fed many
of the destitute Chinese from their
own food supplies. But the time
came when they had nothing left for
themselves.

In the crisis that followed the
missionaries tried to assure their
Chinese friends that the God of
heaven was a prayer-hearing and
prayer-answering God. But they
did more than merely assure the
people. They invited the Chinese to
join them in prayer each afternoon.
The missionaries knew the prom-
ise in Matthew 6:33: “Seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things (earthly
needs) shall be added to you.”

On the 4th day of their seasons
of prayer someone interrupted the
meeting by calling attention to
something unusual going on out-
side. When the people went out,
they saw a very dark cloud far to
the north. It was coming their way.

As it passed overhead, it began to

rain heavily, but not ordinary rain.
What fell were millions upon mil-
lions of dark seeds, a kind of grain.
These proved to be edible, and the
supply that fell was sufficient to
tide the people over until the next
harvest.

Later the missionaries learned
that a violent storm in Mongolia
had wrecked some granaries where
such seeds were stored. These seeds
had been carried some 1500 miles
and dropped in the very district
where prayer was being offered.

Was this a miracle or just a co-
incidence? Obviously, it was not a
coincidence. It was an answer to
prayer even though it had a natural
explanation. God is sovereign. He
is not bound to work His wonders
in ways that man would prescribe.
God says in Isaiah 55:9 that “as the
heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts.”

So, we need to pray with confi-
dence that God hears and answers
prayer in His way and in His tim-
ing. But we need to be consistent in
prayer to show that we are earnest.

Speaking of miracles, the greatest
of all miracles is the transformation
that takes place when God turns a
hardened sinner into a living saint.
And this 1s a miracle you and I can
let happen. We need only to choose
to allow God to make that miracu-
lous change in us.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported the following:

*Joshua Lee Bowman, 40, of
Patrick County Jail, was charged
March 22 with two counts each as-
sault and battery, and one count
stalking. Inv. T. Jessup was the ar-
resting officer.

*Joshua Lee Bowman, 40, of
Patrick County Jail, was charged
March 22 with obstruct justice. Inv.
T. Jessup was the arresting officer.

*Jon Roger Lee, 64, of Stuart, was
charged March 22 with assault. Se-
nior Deputy M.R. Hodges was the
arresting officer.

*David Clyde Fain, 51, of Stuart,
was charged March 24 with possess
Sch. I or IT drugs. Senior Deputy A.
Kinney was the arresting officer.

*Elijah Christian Lizana, 23, of
Patrick County Jail, was charged
March 25 with three counts contrib-
ute to delinquency of a minor and
one count abuse/neglect child. Inv.

T. Jessup was the arresting officer.

*Aubrey Adam Gibson, 31, of
Woolwine, was charged March 26
with bomb/burn threat. Sgt. J.G.
Pickerel was the arresting officer.

*James Michael Terry, 38, ad-
dress unavailable, was charged
March 27 with one count each fail
to appear, fail to obey law enforce-
ment command. Senior Deputy A.
Kinney was the arresting officer.

*James Michael Terry, 48, no ad-
dress available, was charged March
28 with probation violation. Deputy
C.A. Frick made the arrest for Hen-
ry County.

*Antwan Dominique Thomas, 40,
of Martinsville, was charged March
28 with probation violation. Mar-
tinsville PD made the arrest for
Patrick County.

*Jessica Sutphin Smith, 41, of
Madison, NC, was charged March
28 with probation violation. Deputy
C.A. Frick was the arresting officer.

Former Employee Pleads
Guilty to Robbing
Danville Food Lion

A former Danville Food Lion em-
ployee, who pulled a gun on a Food
Lion cashier and robbed the store
of more than $1,200 in cash, pled
guilty yesterday to federal charges.

Christopher Rashard Harris, 30,
pleaded guilty to one count of Hobbs
Act Robbery.

According to court documents,
on June 28, 2023, Harris entered
the Food Lion grocery store where
he used to be employed, placed two
bags of Cheetos on the counter, and
gave the cashier a $1 bill and some
change. When the cashier opened
the register, Harris pulled out a
firearm, pointed it at the cashier,
and said, “back the fu*k up.” The ca-
shier put his hands up and backed
away from the register while Harris
grabbed the entire cash drawer and
ran out with the contents, approxi-
mately $1,217.

On July 6, 2023, law enforcement
arrested Harris who confessed to
robbing the store and described
where he had abandoned the cash
drawer, which was later recovered.

United States Attorney Christo-

pher R. Kavanaugh and Craig B.
Kailimai, Special Agent in Charge
of the Washington Field Division
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, made the
announcement.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives investi-
gated the case.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jason M.
Scheff is prosecuting the case.

This case is part of Project Safe
Neighborhoods (PSN), a program
bringing together all levels of law
enforcement and the communities
they serve to reduce violent crime
and gun violence, and to make our
neighborhoods safer for everyone.
On May 26, 2021, the Department
launched a violent crime reduction
strategy strengthening PSN based
on these core principles: fostering
trust and legitimacy in our com-
munities, supporting communi-
ty-based organizations that help
prevent violence from occurring in
the first place, setting focused and
strategic enforcement priorities,
and measuring the results.

THANK YOU FOR READING

THE ENTERPRISE

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Iscariot (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or

neither?

2. From Matthew 28:2, who
rolled back the stone from the
door of Jesus’ tomb and sat upon
it? Simon, An angel, Villagers,

Disciples

3. When Mary Magdalene and
“the other Mary” came upon the
risen Jesus, who did He ask them
to inform? Priests, Disciples, No
one, Villagers

4. From John 20, which disci-
ple doubted Jesus had risen un-
less he could see the wounds? Pe-

ter, Andrew, Thomas, Thaddeus
5. How long did Jesus remain
after His resurrection before He
ascended into heaven? Instanta-
neously, 1 hour, 7 days, 40 days
6. According to the apostle
Paul, more than what number
of people saw the risen Christ at
one time? 100, 300, 500, 1,000
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) An
angel, 3) Disciples,
as (called Didymus), 4) 40 days
(Acts 1:3), 5) 500 (1 Cor 15:3-8)
Find expanded trivia online
with Wilson Casey at www.pat-
reon.com/triviaguy. FREE TRI-
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Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11am

FAIRWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
9427 Falrystane Park Hwy, Bassatt
Located 15 milas from Steart - Z76-620-6058
Sunday School 9:45 « Worship 10:50 am
Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wed. Night - Aduh Bible Study 7-00
“Bethe Change™ Youth Night 6:30-8-00 pm
Our Aissin: T.ove God mom, Love peopia marns,

N SOMVD oY COMMUNYY Mo Wil o gognol of Chais™

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness

k260 Spring Rd_, Palrick Springs, VA - 2776-504-5357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibrtion Minisiny:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

276 G240

Stuart

168 W, Blue Bidge 5.

59 Mountain View Loop

st DBeoptise Church

Bringing the World to Christ

+‘J‘T -

(Iﬁsen
(Catholic

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814
Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

| 9:45 Sunday §chool
X m‘ 11:00 Warship Service
wwwstnartbaptist org ﬁ - }:‘\.I.Eﬁnﬂrhlrt'hpﬂltmg

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Jord
Church

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
// 276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org
AR SATURDAY SERVICES:

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

e

Join the
Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today
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CLASSIFIED

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-
3913 or 276-340-7786.
Email at kendrickpaving@
gmail.com
Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and striping.
42 years experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-8786
(cell) Email: ckendrick@
embargmail.com or
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRYX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Positions open until filled.

JOB OPENING
The County of Patrick is
accepting applications
from qualified applicants
for a Maintenance Worker.
Course work, training,
and/or work experience
in at least one of the
following is preferred:
HVAC, electrical, auto
mechanics, plumbing, or

carpentry. Skill in operating

light equipment is also
preferred. Must be able
to lift 50 Ibs. and perform
physical labor. A high
school diploma or GED is
required.

Salary range is $28,000
- $35,000. This is a full-
time position with benefits
in excess of $15,000
annually, which include
vacation and sick leave,
life insurance, retirement,
and health insurance.
Hours will be 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Overtime,

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine  weekend, and holiday work

woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field reclamation,
ATV & walking trails,
hunting lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates. Call
276-229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling &
repairs, carpentry, roofing,
siding, painting, fencing,
tree work & more! Contact
Nick @ 276-259-4030 or

may be required.

A complete job description
and employment
application are available
on the Patrick County
website at https://www.
co.patrick.va.us/Jobs.aspx.
Applications are also
available from the Patrick
County Administration
Office, Room 218, 106
Rucker Street, Stuart,
VA. Applicants must
submit a Patrick County
employment application
to be considered for the
position. Applications and
resumes may be emailed
to Donna Shough, HR
Director, at dshough@
co.patrick.va.us, with a
copy to Melissa Taylor at
mtaylor@co.patrick.va.us.
Faxed applications will not
be accepted. The position
will remain open until filled.
The County of Patrick
is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin,

757-621-5219. sex, religion, disability, or

age.
MASTER CARPENTER °
HOME RE-MODELER YARD SALE
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter Yard Sale

cleaning, trim work,
wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree
cutting, demolition and
anything else you need
done. Call Joe at (276)
229-1029.

STEVE’'S MOWER
REPAIR Service and
repair for all makes of

lawn mowers. Pick up and
delivery for a reasonable
charge based on your
location. We offer disposal
of old mowers with free
pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave
your name and number.
We'll call you back.

HELP WANTED

Fairy Stone State Park
Now Hiring Multiple
Seasonal Positions!
Beach Maintenance

Ranger Beach Ranger
(Lifeguard) Contact Ranger
Food Service Ranger
Maintenance Ranger
www.dcr.virginia.gov/jobs

DCR is EEO Apply online
or at the park office:

967 Fairystone Lake Drive
Stuart, VA 24171
276-930-2424

Six person, maybe more.
Mini Flea Market.
Thursday April 11th, Friday
April 12th & Saturday April
13th 8am-4pm each day.
661 Collinstown Road,
Stuart, Virginia (Dry Pond
area)

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and

in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your
target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-75786,
landonc@vpa.net

Virginia Press
Services

Marina Auction. 5.29
AC - Deepwater Access
- Income Producing. On-
line Auction April 25th @
2:00 PM. 107 Dockside
Dr, Deltaville, VA 23043.

DudleyResources.com
for info

Commercial Foreclosure
Auction. 341 E. Market
St. Leesburg, VA 20176.
2,719 sq ft Income
Producing, Long Term
Tenant. Live Auction
April 11th 11:00 AM at
Loudoun Co Courthouse.
DudleyResources.com
for info

FISH/FARMS

Live Fish for stocking

ponds. Many varieties

available. Delivery to

your pond or pickup
available. Call Zetts Fish

Farm for information
304-995-9202, Cell 304-

820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!
Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins
[l Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with a
GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Re-
quest a FREE Quote.
Call now before the next
power outage: 1-844-
947-1479

Replace your roof with
the best looking and

longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers &
1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off En-
tire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior &amp; Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as
$149/month! BCI Bath

& Shower. Many options
available. Quality mate-
rials &amp; professional
installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring

our FREE shower pack-

Virginia Press
Services

age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

LIVESTOCK SALE
Knoll Crest Farm Sale,
Saturday, April 13, 2024
@Noon. 100+ Angus,
Polled Hereford,
Gelbvieh &amp; Balanc-
er Bulls. 70+ Elite Reg-
istered Angus, Hereford
&amp; Balancer Bred
Heifers. Red House, VA
(434) 376-3567

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virgin-
ia #6258

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance

When Family or Friends Need Care,

Choose the Best

¢Home Health Care Services

4+ Nursing Services

¢ Social Work Services

4 Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

4 Discase Management

Recovery
Injury

Programs

# Caring Staff to Help with

from an Illness or

N
. Ca

services!

ow Open, §
Il today for )

Liberty opens the door for patients to recover from
injury, illness or accident, in the comfort of their
home. Treatment at home supports improved
results for patients , while creating peace of mind
for caregivers. Our Staff, compassionate with their
care, matched by experience and training, help
patients and their caregivers with approaches that

avoid a return to the hospital.

& Liberty

797 Woodland Drive, Suite 103

Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 694-4424

HomeCare

Caring about independence

Virginia Press
Services

Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Con-
sultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free
Author’s Guide 1-888-
366-7596 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/vapress

Get your deduction
ahead of the year-end!
Donate your car, truck,

or SUV to assist the
blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a
generous year-end
tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at
1-844-541-3198
today!

Are you
looking to
sell or buy

a home or
property in
VAor NC?

Country
Homes,
Farms, Land,
Mountain &
Waterfront
Property

Broker in Virginia
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646
or email

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full
listings at
www.uclambertrealty.com

United

(0 ountry

Real Estate

Lambert
Realty

Broker, Johnny Lambert

NEW LOCATION

Now located at

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

)

ﬂg@ |
a rid

Johnny Lambert ~ Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-733-3575

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093
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Manager of local
eatery wins top award

Reyo Hodges of the Hardee’s® lo-
cated at 314 S. Main St., Stuart, has
won the Founders Award, which is
the top award given out by the larg-
est Hardee’s franchisee in the coun-
try, Boddie-Noell Enterprises. The
Founders Award 1s presented an-
nually to the company’s top restau-
rant general managers.

The individuals and restaurants
represent the best among the 330
Hardee’s restaurants operated by
the company across four states.
The winners were selected on an
established set of criteria for oper-
ational excellence in 2023. The an-
nual award is given in honor of the
company’s three founders, the late
Mayo Boddie, Sr., the late Nicholas
Boddie, Jr. and the late W. Carleton
Noell, who opened Boddie-Noell’s
first Hardee’s in 1962.

The annual recognition and cele-
bration of the winners was held at
the company’s Rose Hill Conference
Center near Nashville, N.C. Win-
ning general managers received
a cash award and a plaque. Gifts
were also awarded earlier to their
restaurant teams for their 2023
performance.

In her spare time, Hodges enjoys
hiking with her dogs and going on
road trips. Her favorite item on the
menu is the Famous Star Burger.

The other Founders Award win-
ners are: general manager Linda
Watkins with the Hardee’s in Mad-
ison, N.C., general manager Jamie
Hedrick with the Hardee’s in Gran-

Reyo Hodges

dy, N.C., general manager Angela
Harris with the Hardee’s in Marion,
general manager Arlene Hutchin-
son with the Hardee’s in Chilhowie,
general manager Latonya Dungee
with the Hardee’s in Farmville,
general manager Jasmane Alston
with the Hardee’s in Amelia, gen-
eral manager Renee Parker with
the Hardee’s on Tidewater Drive
in Norfolk, general manager Bobbi
Jarrell with the Hardee’s in Pres-
tonsburg, KY and Casey Burgess
with the Hardee’s in Conover, N.C.

Initial unemployment
claims rise 10.2 percent

The number of initial unemploy-
ment insurance weekly claims filed
during the week ending March
23 was 2,098, which is 10.2 per-
cent higher than last week’s 1,904
claims and 11.8 percent higher
than the comparable week of last
year (1,876), according to Virginia
Works.

Nearly 84 percent of claimants
self-reported an associated indus-
try; of those reported, the top five
industries (61 percent) were Pro-
fessional, Scientific, and Technical
Services (275); Administrative and
Support and Waste Management
(229); Health Care and Social Assis-

tance (183); Manufacturing (167);
and Retail Trade (152).

Continued weeks claims (15,497)
were 0.7 percent lower than last
week (15,612) and were 31.8 per-
cent higher than the comparable
week of last year (11,758). Nearly
93 percent of claimants self-report-
ed an associated industry; of those
reported, the top five industries (56
percent) were Professional, Scien-
tific, and Technical Services (2,227);
Administrative and Support and
Waste Management (2,084); Manu-
facturing (1,297); Health Care and
Social Assistance (1,290); and Con-
struction (1,226).

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF

FOR PUBLIC NOTICE:

D US

S b

PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC HEARING: The Town
of Stuart will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 17,
2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stuart
Town Office located at 100 Pat-
rick Avenue in Stuart, Virginia,
to discuss a proposed Noise
Ordinance. If you would like to
review the proposed Noise Or-
dinance, you may do so at the
Stuart Town Office, referenced
above, or by visiting the Town’s
website  (www.townofstuartva.
com). If you plan to attend and
have any special needs require-
ments, please contact Bryce Sim-
mons, Town Manager, at (276)
694-3811 or bryce.simmons@
stuartva.org

The Town of Stuart has sched-
uled two (2) upcoming Budget
Committee Meetings. The first
meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 4, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in
the Stuart Town Office located at
100 Patrick Avenue. The second
meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 11, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.
in the Stuart Town Office located
at 100 Patrick Avenue.

The Stuart Budget Committee
will discuss the Town’s Budget
for Fiscal Year 2025. Those that
are interested in providing com-
ment to the Budget Committee,
please contact Bryce Simmons,
Town Manager by phone at (276)
694-3811 or by email at bryce.
simmons@stuartva.org

LEGAL

The Patrick County School
Board is accepting bids from
interested parties to furnish cus-
todial supplies for the 2024-2025

school session (July 1, 2024,

LEGAL

through June 30, 2025). Invita-
tions For Bid (IFB) packets can
be picked up Monday through

REQUEST FOR QUOTE

TOWN OF STUART, VIRGINIA
The Town of Stuart, Virginia is soliciting a Request for Quote from
qualified Contractors or Individuals to provide Inspection and Inven-
tory Services for a Lead Service Line Inventory Project. These services
include excavation or potholing, identifying water service lines, and re-
cording the existing material of the water service lines entering the wa-

Friday between 7:30 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. at the Maintenance
Office at 117 Via Avenue, Unit
1, Stuart, VA 24171. Bids will
be accepted at the Maintenance
Office until 10 a.m. on April 12,
2024. For further information,
call 276-694-6984.

ter meter box from the Town’s service tap and the type of material leav-

ing the meter box, supplying the customer. An electronic recording file,
or inventory form, will be provided to enter all data required. For refer-
ence, the Town of Stuart has 617 metered water accounts, which must
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Pictured left to right is Kris Peters, associate professor of nursing, and Chairman of
Nursing, Dr. Melody Sharp.

Master of Science Clinical

Nurse Leader grad
program now offered

Ferrum College announced the
Master of Science Clinical Nurse
Leader (CNL) as the fifth grad-
uate program for the School of
Graduate and Online Studies.

The CNL was developed by the
American Association of Colleges
of Nursing in collaboration with
leaders from healthcare practice
and education to address the crit-
ical need to improve the quality
of patient care outcomes. Clinical
Nurse Leaders are master’s edu-
cated nurses prepared for practice
across the continuum of care with-
in any healthcare setting focused
on roles such as risk management,

care coordination, inter-profes-
sional communication, and team
leadership.

The Ferrum MSN CNL is a fast-
paced online curriculum that can
be completed in twelve months
and graduates are prepared to
take the national Clinical Nurse
Leader credentialing exam. Dr.
Melody Sharp, chairman of Nurs-
ing, said that the curriculum is
designed to prepare nurses to be
leaders in their profession as ex-
pert clinicians, educators, and
advocates as well as outcome and
information managers.

“Opportunities and changes in
the nursing profession have in-
creased focus on developing nurse
leaders in the clinical arena. Em-
ployment of Registered Nurses is
projected to grow 6% yearly over
the next 10 years with an average
of approximately 190,000 open-
ings for RNs. This will inherently
impact the number of RN leader-
ship roles needed. By implement-
ing an MSN program with an em-
phasis on Clinical Nurse Leader,
Ferrum College will have a posi-
tive impact on the nursing leader-
ship workforce,” Sharp explains.

“We believe the MSN CNL pre-
pares graduates to assume ad-
vanced roles in nursing to improve
healthcare outcomes. In align-
ment with the College’s mission
and strategic goals, the program
is designed to meet the workforce
need of nurses with a higher level
of education for leadership posi-
tions.”

Ferrum CNL graduates will be
equipped to apply their knowledge
of leadership skills in both orga-
nizational and practice settings.
Unlike many online programs, the
Ferrum CNL also benefits from

the supportive learning communi-
ty of a College with over one hun-
dred years of success in lifelong
learning and accessibility.

Dr. Mirta Martin, college pres-
ident, explained how the CNL af-
firms the College’s commitment
to meeting the workforce needs of
the rural College’s community and
beyond.

“The launch of the Ferrum Col-
lege Master of Science Clinical
Nurse Leader program is a prodi-
gious stride towards shaping the
future of nursing leadership. De-
signed to empower graduates with
advanced skills in quality man-
agement and evidence-based prac-
tice, this program is a testament
to Ferrum College’s commitment
to excellence in healthcare educa-
tion,” said Martin.

“As champions of our rural com-
munity, we recognize the critical
need for highly educated nurses
in leadership roles. Through stra-
tegic partnerships and outreach
initiatives, our program not only
addresses this pressing workforce
need, but also strengthens our
ties to the community we proud-
ly serve. Graduates of the Fer-
rum College CNL program will be
dynamic leaders poised to make
a lasting impact as expert clini-
clans, educators, advocates, and
managers of healthcare outcomes.
On behalf of the College, I would
like to thank Dr. Melody Sharp,
chair of Nursing, and all of the
faculty and staff who had the vi-
sion and tenacity to bring this pro-
gram to fruition”.

“Nurses, please join us in shap-
ing the future of nursing lead-
ership and transforming health-
care outcomes for generations to
come. Apply today! Together, we
will pave the way for a brighter,
healthier tomorrow.”

Nurses can apply now to enroll
for Fall 2024, and the program
will offer rolling admission for
students to begin the curricu-
lum at the beginning of any sev-
en-week cycle. The CNL is offered
by the College along with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing and RN
to BSN program. The CNL and all
of the School of Graduate and On-
line Studies programs are flexible
and tailored to meet the needs of
working professionals.

For more information,
http://www.ferrum.edu.

visit
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be inventoried before October 1, 2024. The proposed inventory project
is being funded by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). All state

and federal requirements by this agency must be met. All guidelines for
the Request for Quote will be available for review on the Town of Stuart
website (Www.stuartva.org). Any additional questions can be emailed to
information(@stuartva.org or can be submitted to the Stuart Town Office

at 100 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, VA, 21417.

The Town of Stuart will accept Quotes until 2:00 p.m. Eastern Local
Time, on Thursday, April 25, 2024. Two (2) hard copies of the Quote
shall be mailed or hand-delivered to Bryce Simmons, Town Manager at
PO Box 422, 100 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, VA 24171 . Questions regard-
ing this solicitation should be made prior to Thursday, April 18, 2024.

This request is extended without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, marital status, age or physical or mental handicap. The
selected Firm or Individual will be required to comply with all the State
and Federal guidelines or requirements, including, but not limited to:

- Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

- Civil Rights Act of 1964

- The Americans with Disabilities Act
- Age Discrimination Act

- MBE/WBE Solicitation Guidelines

The Town of Stuart will reserve the rights to accept or reject any
or all proposals; to waive any formalities or technicalities as it deems
appropriate; and to retain multiple qualified Individuals or firms as it
deems appropriate. For projects that may be successfully funded, the
Town of Stuart reserves the right, if it so deems, to enter into nego-
tiations with the selected firm for any resulting services related to the

project implementation.

Minority and/or female-owned businesses or firms are encouraged to
apply. The Town of Stuart is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

BWW# VA-368816-1
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 1023 UNION BRIDGE ROAD, FERRUM, VA 24088. In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated June 30, 2010, in the original principal amount of $104,295.00 recorded in the Clerk’s
Office, Circuit Court for Patrick County, Virginia as Instrument No. 100001137. The undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction in the front of the Circuit Court building for Patrick County, 101
West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia, or any such temporary alternative Circuit Court location designated
by the Judges of the Circuit Court, on May 6, 2024, at 1:15 p.m., the property described in said Deed of
Trust, located at the above address, and more particularly described as follows: ALL OF THAT CERTAIN
PARCEL OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON AND APPURTENANCES
THEREUNTO BELONGING, LYING AND BEING IN SMITH RIVER MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF
PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, BEING DESIGNATED AS TRACT 6A CONTAINING 5.412 ACRES
AS SHOWN ON THAT PLAT OF SURVEY ENTITLED “KATIE V. LANE” PREPARED BY TERRY A.
WALLER, L.L.S., DATED SEPTEMBER 28, 2008, OF RECORD IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AS INSTRUMENT NUMBER 0802379.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit often percent (10%) of the sale price or ten percent
(10%) of the original principal balance of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, in the form of cash
or certified funds payable to the Substitute Trustee must be present at the time of the sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Purchaser’s deposit may be forfeited
to Trustee. Time is of the essence. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser may, if provided by the terms of the Trustee’s Memo-
randum of Foreclosure Sale, be entitled to a $50 cancellation fee from the Substitute Trustee, but shall have
no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. A form copy of the
Trustee’s memorandum of foreclosure sale and contract to purchase real property is available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com. Additional terms, if any, to be announced at the sale and the Purchaser may be given
the option to execute the contract of sale electronically. This is a communication from a debt collector and
any information obtained will be used for that purpose. The sale is subject to seller confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees, LLC, 8100 Three Chopt Road, Suite 240, Richmond, VA 23229. For more infor-
mation contact: BWW Law Group, LLC, attorneys for Equity Trustees, LLC, 6003 Executive Blvd, Suite
101, Rockville, MD 20852, 301-961-6555, website: www.bwwsales.com. VA-368816-1.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Patrick County Board of
Supervisors will hold a Public
Hearing Monday, April 8, 2024
at 6:00 p.m. in the third-floor
courtroom of the Patrick County
Veterans Memorial Building
located at 106 Rucker Street in
Stuart, Virginia to discuss the
proposed Patrick County High
School Cellular Phone Tower.
The hearing will begin at 6:00
p.m. in the third-floor courtroom
of the Patrick County Veteran’s
Memorial Building, 106 Rucker
Street in Stuart, Virginia. Ac-
tion will be taken at the meeting.
If you would like to review the
Patrick County High School Cel-
lular Phone Tower proposal, you
may do so at the County Admin-
istration Office, Suite 218.

If you plan to attend and have
any special needs requirements,
please contact the County Ad-
ministration Office at 276-694-
6094.
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Meetings

Monday, April 8

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet in the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick
County Administration Building at 6 p.m.

Thursday, April 11
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Tuesday, April 16
The Patrick County Planning Commission’s
regular business meeting, 4 p.m., community

room in Patrick & Henry Community College
(P&HCC) Stuart site.

Wednesday, April 17
Stuart Town Council meets at 7 p.m. in the
town office.

Events

Thursday, April 4
Fairy Stone Park will hold a Roving Ranger:
Turtle Time starting at 10 a.m.

Friday, April 5
The community food pantry will be at the
SRRS building in Woolwine from 3-4:30 p.m.

Roving Ranger: Turtle Time, 10 a.m., Fairy
Stone State Park.

Fairy Stone Hunt, 11 a.m., Visitor’s Center at
Fairy Stone State Park.

Fairy Stone Workshop, 1 p.m., Shelter 4, Fairy
Stone State Park.

Moonshine Hollow Hike, 2 p.m., Visitor’s Cen-
ter, Fairy Stone Park.

Saturday, April 6

Community breakfast, JEB Stuart Rescue
Squad, 7-10 a.m. Plates are $8, and dine in, car-
ry out, and curb service options are available.
Orders can be placed by calling (276) 694-6171.

Bingo at the Meadows of Dan Community
Center, hosted by the Meadows of Dan Women’s
Club. Doors open at 5 p.m. Games start at 6 p.m.
Concessions available.

Whiskey Run Hike, 10 a.m., Iron Mine Park-

ing Lot, Fairy Stone State Park.

Sunday, April 7
Moonshine Hollow Hike, 10 a.m., Visitor’s
Center at Fairy Stone State Park.

Fairy Stone Hunt, 1: 30 p.m., Visitor’s Center
at Fairy Stone State Park.

Monday, April 8
Solar Eclipse Viewing, 1 p.m., Beach Parking
Lot, Fairy Stone State Park.

Wednesday, April 10

The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-
tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m.
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30
a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30
p.m.

Thursday, April 11

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group will
hold its April monthly meeting at 11 a.m. in the
Hooker Building at Rotary Field. Entertainment
will be provided by Charles Bowman. Barbeque,
slaw, buns, and beverages will be provided to all
attendees, attendees are requested to bring veg-
etables and/or desserts to share with the group.

Roving Ranger: Turtle Time, 10 a.m., Fairy
Stone State Park.

Friday, April 12
Moonshine Hollow Hike, 10 a.m., Visitor’s
Center at Fairy Stone State Park.

Fairy Stone Hunt, 11 a.m., Visitor’s Center at
Fairy Stone State Park.

Fairy Stone Workshop, 1 p.m., Shelter 4, Fairy
Stone State Park.

ADA Trail Hike, 1:15 p.m., Fairy Stone State
Park. Sign up through the park office.

Fayerdale Missing Town, 2:30 p.m., Shelter 4,
Fairy Stone State Park.

Friday, April 19
Community food pantry at the Fairystone Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 20
The Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department
will hold a country breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m.

adult plates are $10 each and child plates are $5
each. All take out plates are $10 each.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Live music, 9 to 11 a.m. Tuesdays at The Cof-
fee Break Café.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month
at 109 Buena Vista Ave in Stuart. New members

or volunteers are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call (276) 693-6018.

Sit-N-Sew, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
at Quilted Colors. Call 276-694-3020 or email
patrickcountyquilters@gmail.com.

Rook games, 6:30-8 p.m., Monday nights by
the Ararat Ruritan Club.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

Open Jam Acoustic, Fridays at Willis Gap
Community Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. for
concessions, with music 7-10 p.m. A 50/50 draw-
ing will be held at about 8:15 p.m.

The Patrick County Senior Citizens is spon-
soring a three day and two nights trip to Elkins,
West Virginia, departing Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18 and returning Friday, September 20.
Trip includes chartered bus transportation, two
nights’ accommodations at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Elkins, tour of the WV Railroad Muse-
um, 4-hour train ride, admission to the Crandell
Creek Band bluegrass music show, admission to
the Gandy Dancer Dinner Theatre, admission
and guided tour of the Green Bank Observatory,
five meals (two breakfasts, one lunch, and two
dinners), baggage handling, all taxes, and all
gratuities. Any adult, regardless of age, is eligi-
ble to participate. Trip flyers and more specific
information, including cost, can be obtained by
calling the Recreation Department at (276) 694—
3917 or Judy Lacks, trip coordinator, at (276)
694-476"7.

New documentary to highlight the
return to Vietnam 50 years later

Last November, ten Vietnam veterans em-
barked on a journey they never thought pos-
sible, returning to Vietnam, and exploring
the locations and memories that for 50 years
have held deep significance for each of them.
Mission Veteran Expedition, a collaborative
venture between CDLLife, FASTPORT, and
nonprofits Waypoint Vets and Wreaths Across
America, made this journey possible and, to-
gether, proudly announce the upcoming re-
lease of a new documentary of the trip, “Mis-
sion Veteran Expedition: Honoring Vietnam
Veterans in the Transportation Industry.”

The documentary, captured and produced
by U.S. Army veteran Nicholas Mott, owner of
Seven Five Media, was released this morning
and is available for anyone to view at no cost
on Wreaths Across America’s YouTube chan-
nel Today — National Vietnam War Veterans
Day. Link to the channel by typing this into
your browser: https://youtu.be/qillVNUVKvQ.

“The documentary offers an intimate and
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compelling look at the journey of these veter-
ans,” said videographer Nicholas Mott. “Cap-
turing the essence of their experiences and
the profound impact of the Mission Veteran
Expedition was truly an honor. I hope other
Vietnam veterans will watch it and find it
healing.”

The trip offered the veterans, each of whom
has made a living in the transportation indus-
try, an extraordinary opportunity to revisit
Vietnam and reflect on their service there. The
documentary explores this impactful journey,
which combines travel, camaraderie, and his-
tory. Waypoint Vets, a non-profit organization
dedicated to uniting and empowering veterans
through camaraderie and adventure, led the
expedition, ensuring each participant experi-
enced a meaningful and lasting journey. The
itinerary included a variety of experiences, in-
cluding:

*  Grounds Tour of the Former Saigon Em-

bassy

Walking Street Food Tour through Ho
Chi Minh City

Cu Chi Tunnels & Mekong Delta Luxury
Tour

War Remnants Museum

Halong Bay Cruise

Defense POW / MIA Accounting Agency
Tour

+ A ‘Welcome Home’ ceremony hosted at
Sirius XM studios in Hollywood, with in-
terviews on Radio Nemo

“The Mission Veteran Expedition successful-
ly commemorated these veterans’ valiant con-
tributions while allowing them to experience
the beauty of Vietnam’s landscapes and the
richness of its culture,” said Sarah Lee, Army
combat veteran and founder of Waypoint Vets.
“For many veterans, the memories associated
with Vietnam are often intertwined with the
challenges of war. This expedition redefined
these associations and replaced them with
new, healing memories. By engaging with Viet-
nam on a deep, personal level, the trip forged
lasting connections and helped veterans find
solace in the beauty of a nation at peace.”

As commemorative partners of The United
States of America Vietnam War Commemora-
tion, FASTPORT and Wreaths Across America
have had the honor of “Welcoming Home” more
than 7,500 Vietnam veterans. “I feel the trip’s
culmination was an important piece of closure
for the participant’s journey,” said Brad Bent-
ley, President of FASTPORT, who traveled to
Vietnam with the group. “These men returned
to the United States to a hero’s welcome, and
for millions who never received this show of
gratitude for answering the call of duty, it was
truly an honor to say, ‘Welcome Home.”

Classic Hits

wheoradio.com

“Small Town Station with a BIG Town Sound”
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Rocks Over Hidden Reservoir

By Ginnie Conaway, PCMG

Who doesn’t enjoy the soothing
sound and appearance of run-
ning water? It can be very easy
to bring that into your yard,
garden, or even onto your deck
or patio. The sight and sound
of moving water will make you
feel cooler and can help block
out road noise. In addition, you
can attract many types of wild-
life from dragonflies and frogs to
birds and small mammals. Think
about adding such a lovely, inex-
pensive element to your land-
scape.

There are many types of water
features you can create yourself,
sometimes simply out of objects
you have around your home. You
can also purchase a fully opera-
tional feature if you choose. Not
all of them require digging or hir-
ing an electrician.

Containers with still water, as
in a birdbath, can be as simple as
a ceramic pot, a rubber or galva-
nized tub, a horse trough, or an
old bathtub. No need for running
water or electricity. If it’s small

Max Kendall | = =
[umber & Tin

it can sit
on a deck.
Heavier

Pond with Waterfall

containers should be placed on
level ground. Add a few plants
around it to make it look natu-
ral, and it can make a nice re-
flecting pool for a garden. Stack
a few rocks to create a shallow
area for birds to drink and bathe.
Add a few water plants and you
have a water garden. You can
also add one or two goldfish for
movement. Just remember with
a shallow container that will
freeze, to bring the fish inside for
the winter. Don’t dump them in
a stream. Some containers will
break if they freeze, so bring
them inside or drain the water
out for winter. Tip them upside
down so they don’t collect rain-
water and freeze.

Many water features can have
flowing water with the help of
a solar or small electric pump.
There are simple floating solar
fountains for $10-$20 that can
turn a bird bath or other contain-
er into a fountain. Be aware that
the wind might blow the water
out which can cause the pump
to burn up. To prevent that from
happening, lower the height of
the fountain spray, or enlarge
the diameter of the container.
Look for a pump that automati-
cally shuts off if it runs dry. Mov-

ing water does not
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Pondless Waterfall Stream

again. Bubblers and small float-
ing fountains are frequently set
over buried pot reservoirs where
a pump recirculates the water.
Since these don’t require a lot
of power to lift the water a long
way, a solar pump is adequate.
The hidden reservoir is usually a
heavy plastic tub or bucket cov-
ered with supported hardware
cloth that in turn supports the
above water feature. Bubblers
can be a few stacked rocks with
the waterline from the pump
causing water to bubble up and
flow over into the reservoir. A
fountain is a taller version of this
idea of recirculating water. A sin-
gle larger rock can have a hole
drilled through it to accept the
waterline and bubble out the top.

Waterfalls can be more elab-
orate versions of bubblers that
can sit on the hidden reservoir or
have a stream bed flowing down-
hill with the reservoir at the end.
Streambeds require a waterproof
liner and a stronger pump to re-
circulate the water. The reservoir
can be hidden, as above, creating
a disappearing stream, or flow
into an excavated, lined pond.

Ponds can be an extension of
another water feature with a re-
circulating pump or stand alone.
They can be fairly small, only
a few feet across or as large as
a farm pond. Unless you have
heavy clay that can be compact-
ed to hold the water, ponds need
a PVC or similar liner with edges
that can be held down and cov-
ered with decorative rocks, pav-
ers, or bricks. There are also pre-
formed small ponds that can be
left in the ground over winter. A
pump sized to the pond can aer-
ate the water.

Before you install a water fea-
ture, there are several things to
consider: placement, safety, wa-
ter and electricity source, light-
ing, having plants and fish.

Place your water feature close
to the house or outside seating
where you can easily enjoy it.
Consider the weight of a filled
tub or pot before putting it on
your deck. Water is heavy. If you
want to grow water plants, place
your water feature in the sun.
Try to avoid areas under large
trees as the fall leaves will be a

putting in a rigid container or
liner, make sure the ground it
sits on is level to avoid cracking.
If the area you dig out for a lin-
er has stones or tree roots, line it
with sand as cushioning to avoid
punctures.

Water features that are shal-
low re-circulators or that have
hidden reservoirs pose no haz-
ards to children. Supervision is
needed around deeper ponds.

Consider the availability of
electricity and water. Plan to
bury the wires and pipes and use
ground fault connectors to avoid
injury. You won’t have to wor-
ry about either of those items if
you simply use a garden hose to
fill and clean, and a solar pump.
Your pump can also be used to
empty the water, if necessary.

If your feature is in the sun,
plan to have enough floating
plants such as water lettuce,
water hyacinth, or waterlilies
to cover 50-75% of the water
surface to prevent a buildup of
algae. Adding fish to your pond
will prevent mosquitoes. Use
common goldfish as koi get too
large. If you want the fish to be
able to remain in the pond over
winter, the depth of at least part
of it should be 48-inches. Start
with only a few fish as they can
deplete the oxygen in the water
quickly if it gets too hot. Adding
a pump to aerate the water will
add more oxygen, as will live
plants. There is usually no need
to feed the fish and doing so can
foul the water. Mechanical or bio-
logical filters shouldn’t be neces-
sary if the ratio of plants to fish is
high enough. Don’t feed the fish
in the winter as there will be no
growing plants to use the waste
nutrients.

Remember, you can start with
a small simple water feature
very easily and inexpensively.
You will enjoy anything you cre-
ate that adds the soothing sight
and should of water to your land-
scape. Include live plants around
and in it to create a true ecosys-
tem for all to enjoy.

For more information, wvisit:
Penn State Extension, https:/
extension.psu.edu/tips-for-creat-
ing-a-water-garden; Oklahoma

problem State Extension, https:/exten-
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VA health care enrollment increased
more than 46.04 in past year

The Department of Veterans Affairs has en-
rolled 20,537 Virginia Veterans in VA health
care over the past 365 days, which represents
46.04 percent more than it enrolled the previous
year. Nationally, VA enrolled 401,006 Veterans
in VA health care over the past 365 days — 30
percent more than the 307,831 it enrolled the
previous year. This is the most yearly enrollees
in at least five years at VA, and nearly a 50 per-
cent increase over pandemic-level enrollment in
2020.

This historic enrollment has been made pos-
sible by the PACT Act, which has allowed VA
to expand VA health care and benefits to mil-
lions of Veterans. VA is also conducting the
most aggressive outreach campaign in its histo-
ry, including hosting over 2,600 events since the
passage of the PACT Act, launching a $16+ mil-
lion advertising campaign, using public service
announcements, and — for the first time ever —
sending text messages to Veterans encouraging
them to enroll in VA health care. VA is continu-
ing these aggressive outreach efforts throughout
2024, with more than 550 in-person events al-
ready scheduled for this year.

Enrolling Veterans in health care is a top pri-
ority for VA and the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion because VA has proven to be the best care
in America for Veterans. Veterans who receive
VA health care have better health outcomes
than non-enrolled Veterans, and VA hospitals
have dramatically outperformed non-VA hospi-
tals in overall quality ratings and patient satis-
faction ratings. Additionally, VA health care is

often more affordable than non-VA health care
for Veterans. In total, VA is currently delivering
more care and more benefits to more Veterans
than ever before in our nation’s history, setting
an all-time record for health care appointments
provided in 2023.

“We want every eligible Veteran to enroll in
VA health care for one simple reason: Veterans
who come to VA are proven to have better health
outcomes — and pay less — than Veterans who
don’t,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough.
“That’s why we've spent the past year meeting
Veterans where they are — hosting thousands of
events, sending millions of texts, advertising on
every corner, and much more — to get them to
come to VA. This aggressive outreach campaign
has led more Veterans to enroll in VA care than
during any year in at least a decade, and we're
not slowing down now.”

“VA is the best, most affordable care in Amer-
ica for Veterans, so we want all eligible Veter-
ans to enroll today,” said VA Under Secretary
for Health Shereef Elnahal, M.D. “Our clinicians
know Veterans — they often are Veterans — and
they know exactly how to help. Even if you don’t
need this care today, you might need it tomor-
row, or the next day, or 30 years from now. It’s
quick and easy to apply, and once you're in, you
have access for life.”

VA recently expanded health care eligibility
for millions of veterans nationwide, years earli-
er than called for by the PACT Act. As of March
5, all Veterans who were exposed to toxins and
other hazards while serving in the military and

meet certain requirements became eligible to en-
roll directly in VA health care. This means that
all Veterans who served in the Vietnam War,
the Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Global War
on Terror, or any other combat zone after 9/11
will be eligible to enroll directly in VA health
care without first applying for VA benefits. Addi-
tionally, Veterans who never deployed but were
exposed to toxins or hazards while training or on
active duty in the United States will also be eli-
gible to enroll. VA also recently expanded health
care to all World War II Veterans.

VA is able to serve these new enrollees, in part,
due to last year’s record hiring in VA’s Veterans
Health Administration. Last year, we exceeded
our hiring goals in the Veterans Health Admin-
istration — growing at the fastest rate in 15 years
and bringing in more than 61,000 new hires — to
prepare for an increase in VA health care enroll-
ment among Veterans under the PACT Act. In
total, VHA now has more employees than ever
before in its history, and retention efforts also
led to a 20 percent decrease in turnover rate
among VHA employees from 2022 to 2023.

Moving forward, VA will continue to aggres-
sively reach out to veterans to encourage them
to come to VA. VA encourages all Veterans, fam-
ily members, caregivers, and survivors to learn
more about VA and apply for their world-class
health care and earned benefits today.

For more information about VA care, visit VA’s
health care website. For more information about
the impact of the PACT Act, visit VA’s PACT Act
dashboard.

Va. free clinics await first funding
increase in years, amid budget battle

By Taya Coates

Capital News Service

The network of Virginia free
clinics may receive its largest
funding increase since 2016 to
help with a growing need for ser-
vices, although the bump was less
than originally requested.

The statewide Virginia Associa-
tion of Free Clinics, or VAFCC, of-
fers primary care health services
in addition to counseling, dental
care and syringe exchange. The
clinics help patients with other
barriers they may face, including
a transportation assistance pro-
gram and food bank.

The House and Senate approved
earlier in March a $1.5 million

know our patients,” Legato said.
“We pick up things that a lot of
times the traditional health care
system may not pick up.”

The House and Senate budget
raises tax to cover spending for
programs such as free clinics, Fa-
vola said.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has pub-
licly stated his finalized version of
the budget will not include a tax
increase. Youngkin expressed dis-
approval of the “backward budget”
in a statement after the General
Assembly adjourned, and in sever-
al public addresses since.

“A budget is a statement of your
values,” Favola said. “Where do
you think investment should be

annual increase over the next
two years, starting in July. That
brings nearly $16.6 million in to-

Caring Hearts Free Clinic is located at 835 Woodland Drive in Stuart.

made and how do you want to grow
the economy? What future do you

tal funding for the clinic network.

Sen. Barbara Favola, D-Ar-
lington, and Del. Betsy Carr,
D-Richmond, originally submitted
requests to their respective cham-
bers to increase annual funding by
$5 million.

Favola, who chairs a health sub-
committee and sits on the Finance
and Appropriations committee,
said she is intent on ensuring
that no Virginia is uninsured. The
state has had to review Medicaid
eligibility criteria and allocate re-
quired funding, she said. That can
sometimes eat into funding for
“discretionary programs” like the
clinics.

The largest funding bump with-
in the decade was $3.1 million in
2016, when the VAFCC received
just over $12.4 million in the bien-
nial budget.

There are 69 member clinics in
the association, including three
new clinics added this year. The
clinic association reported over
$114 million of care for over 75,000
patients across the state in 2022,
according to its website.

Operation costs for the clinics

have increased by around 170%
since 2016, according to CEO Ru-
fus Phillips.

A $5 million annual increase in
state funding would help offset
the cost increase, Phillips said.
The majority of VAFCC funding
comes from fluctuating charita-
ble donations, grants and philan-
thropic support.

The association received fund-
ing through the federal COVID-19
relief CARES Act in 2020 and
the American Rescue Plan Act in
2021.

“Those were one-time funds and
without increased year-to-year
funding, the clinics are going to
have a very difficult time,” Phil-
lips said.

The association was grateful to
the General Assembly, Favola and
Carr for their support of free clin-
ics, Phillips said.

“I hope the state in general con-
tinues to increase its level of sup-
port because you only get things
done at a community level,” Phil-
lips said.

Karen Legato, executive direc-
tor of the Health Brigade, the first
free clinic in Virginia, is concerned

clinics may decrease the breadth
of services offered without further
state funding.

Free clinics played a vital role in
reaching underrepresented com-
munities throughout the height of
COVID-19. The pandemic led to
an enrollment surge in other clinic
services, according to Legato.

“The ARPA funding dried up but
our services didn’t,” Legato said.
“We have more people now than
we ever have had in terms of di-
verse populations that have been
alienated from health care.”

Free clinics also evaluate non-
medical factors that influence
health outcomes, using the social
determinants of health model,
according to Legato. The model
includes factors such as employ-
ment, housing and education,
among others, that impact a per-
son’s physical health.

“I wish I could go
there instead of hav-
ing to go to my normal
care, because people
have plenty of time
with their providers
and we take a holis-
tic approach, and we

Boy Scout Troop works to ‘Keep
k County Beautiful

Patric

R

(Contributed)

Boy Scout Troop 69 members, Patrick Springs Ruritans

% i

and other volunteers picked up litter along Spring Road, South
Mayo Drive and Elk Creek Road. In addition to learning important life skills such as camping, hiking, first aid, personal
management and emergency preparedness, the scouts participate in service projects each year which benefit the county.
Organizers extend a ‘thank you’ to all the volunteers for making a difference and helping to beautify Patrick County.
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il Fargo Home Projects credit card i issued by
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see for Virginia? Democrats gave
him a pathway forward.”

Youngkin and the first lady re-
cently donated $21,785 from the
governor’s salary toward each of
two free clinics, located in the Ro-
anoke area. One is the Christian
outreach ministry Straight Street,
which supports at-risk teens. The
other is the Bradley Free Clinic,
which helps support people bat-
tling substance use.

The General Assembly will re-
convene on April 17 to review any
actions or vetoes Youngkin makes
to legislation.

Capital News Service is a pro-
gram of Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Robertson School of
Media and Culture. Students in
the program provide state govern-
ment coverage for a variety of me-
dia outlets in Virginia.
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CPB unveils new lcation, office

CPB Behavioral Therapy and Advocacy Ser-
vices cut the ribbon at their new location, at
135 N. Main Street in Stuart, across from the
Patrick County Visitors Center.

The larger location will have many benefits,
and means “we can serve more kids locally,”
Crystal Peterson Barker, owner, said at the
March 27 event.

Since the move from its previous location on
E. Blue Ridge St., CPB has doubled the number
of children with Autism and other developmen-
tal delays and disabilities they can serve.

The additional space allows the agency to do
more to help youngsters and increase the quali-
ty of care. But it’s more than that, said Barker.

It’s “not just the quality, but also the types
of services that we can provide. Now we have
enough space for social groups, individual ses-
sions, and parent groups.” The increased space
also will provide more space for parent train-
ing.

For more information, call (540) 840-9285.

T et ) S0
CPB Behavioral Therapy and Advocacy Services staff and
others cut the ribbon on their new, larger, location.

s R o L\ ~ e |
The new, larger location will allow CPB to increase the
number of children it can serve.

CPB’s new location is at 135 N. Main St. in Stuart.

Wage mandates

Acting on 107 bills last week, Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin signed 100 bills, including bills that strengthen
law enforcement’s ability to prosecute child preda-
tors and expand Department of Corrections inmate
access to quality health services.

The Governor vetoed seven bills that would le-
galize the sale of drugs, weaken public safety, and
arbitrarily set labor prices.

“This proposal is an arbitrary, mandatory 25%
increase in the starting wages of all employees.
Contrary to ensuring higher compensation, such a
substantial increase will raise business operational
costs. In response, businesses will raise prices, cre-
ating more inflation, and implement hiring freez-
es and layoffs, ultimately hurting the workers the
proposal seeks to assist,” Youngkin said in his veto
statement.

“This proposal also harms Virginia’s economic
competitiveness. Neighboring states have reduced
business costs and encouraged investment, result-
ing in thriving economies,” he said, adding “the
net outmigration of over one hundred thousand
residents from Virginia between 2012 and 2021,
primarily to states like North Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, and Georgia, none of which have wage man-
dates.”

among seven bills vetoed last week

He also vetoed House Bill 157, which removes the
farmworker exemption from the Virginia Minimum
Wage Act.

“Producers who employ H-2A workers must ad-
here to the U.S. Department of Labor’s Adverse Ef-
fect Wage Rate (AEWR), currently set at $15.81 per
hour. Even farms that do not employ H2A work-
ers pay the AEWR to compete with those that do,”
Youngkin noted in his veto statement.

“Farmers have a unique economic environment
with unpredictable weather and fluctuating pro-
duction costs. Due to federal pricing systems and
global market conditions, farmers often lack control
over the prices they receive for their goods.” Youn-
gkin noted. “Agricultural budgeting and operations
are already challenging, and imposing a wage man-
date without considering these factors could drive
small and medium-sized farms into debt or closure.

“The agricultural sector has thin margins, and
this bill will significantly affect the industry. The
data from the USDA Census of Agriculture and
the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Policy further
emphasize the importance of supporting our agri-
culture industry. The loss of five thousand farms
and nearly five hundred thousand acres of farm-
land in the last five years has dramatically altered

our economy and communities,” he said, and add-
ed “The AEWR already materially determines the
labor rates. A further wage mandate financially
strains farmers, leading to farm closures, job losses,
and increased consumer food prices.”

When vetoing the legalization of retail marijuana,
Youngkin said the proposal “endangers Virginians’
health and safety. States following this path have
seen adverse effects on children’s and adolescent’s
health and safety, increased gang activity and vi-
olent crime, significant deterioration in mental
health, decreased road safety, and significant costs
associated with retail marijuana that far exceed tax
revenue.

“It also does not eliminate the illegal black-mar-
ket sale of cannabis, nor guarantee product safety.
Addressing the inconsistencies in enforcement and
regulation in Virginia’s current laws does not justi-
fy expanding access to cannabis, following the failed
paths of other states and endangering Virginians’
health and safety,” he added in his veto statement.

“l am also vetoing bills that would implement
drastic wage mandates, raise costs on families and
small businesses, jeopardize jobs, and fail to recog-
nize regional economic differences across Virginia,”
Youngkin said.

Video series celebrates Doc Watson with stories and

concert.

Wayne Henderson, Jack Hinshelwood, T. Michael Coleman, Jack Lawrence, Doc at 100

The Blue Ridge Music Center is cel-
ebrating a music legend with the re-
lease of a new video series titled Leg-
acies: Doc Watson Musical Tribute
highlighting performances and stories
from artists who were influenced by
the music of the late bluegrass pio-
neer Doc Watson. The series features
T. Michael Coleman, Jack Lawrence,
Wayne Henderson, and Jack Hinshel-
wood performing during the Doc at
100 tribute concert that was hosted at
the venue in 2023.

The series is available at BlueRidge-
MusicCenter.org and on the Music
Center’s YouTube channel.

Born in 1923 near Deep Gap, N.C.,,
Watson was blind from infancy. He
learned to play guitar at the encour-
agement of his father and went on to
develop a flat-picking style that rede-
fined the sound of traditional music.
In his more than 70-year career, Wat-
son became one of the most influential
acoustic guitar players in the world
and was a noted influence on scores of
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GUNS - Large selection of double barrel shotguns, Winchester
16 ga. Skeet, L.C. Smith, A.H. Fox, Parker 30-06 Military rifle,
303 cal. MX-1 with a M-21 scope

KNIVES - Large selection of CASE knives including Dealer
Exclusive knives, Buck, Schrade, Damascus & Smith & Wesson
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Precious Moments figurines, designer handbags, Vintage
Caca-Cola cooler, Currier & Ives china, crystal, cattle skull,
cross cut saws, marbles, rug, advertising beer signs, lines, Tom
Clark Gnomes, pottery, enamelware, brass planters, decorative
bird houses, walking canes, boxed Barbie dolls, NIB Hess trucks,
porcelain advertising signs, fishing lures, autographed Johnny
Unitas framed picture, baseball cards
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Wayne Henderson and Jack Hinshelwood, Doc at 100.

musicians from across genres.

The four artists featured in the video
series have deep ties to Watson, hav-
ing played, recorded, and toured with
him for a combined 40-plus years.

Coleman toured with Doc and his
son Merle Watson from 1974 to 1986.
Several years before Watson’s death
in 2012, Coleman rejoined him on the
road. The pair’s many years of travel-
ing and playing together amassed a
trove of stories and music.

Lawrence began playing with Wat-
son in 1983, filling in for Merle as he
pursued other interests. After Merle’s
death in 1985, Lawrence and Watson
became full-time musical partners.
They played side-by-side for more
than 25 years in a “guitar partner-
ship” that capitalized on both of their
strengths.

Henderson is well-known for his
guitar playing and instrument build-
ing. He and Watson first met in the
late 1960s and went on to form a long
friendship, one that was especially
strong in Watson’s later years when
he would make regular visits to Hen-
derson’s luthier shop in Rugby, Va.
Henderson also made instruments
for Watson, including a mandolin and
guitar.

Hinshelwood began playing blue-
grass guitar in the early 1970s and
was strongly influenced by Watson’s
guitar picking and repertoire.

Ten of Watson’s most recognizable
and well-loved songs are featured in
the video series:

“Eight More Miles to Louisville”
performed by Coleman and Lawrence

“Sittin” On top of the World” per-
formed by Henderson and Hinshel-
wood

“Nothin’ To It (I Don’t Love No-
body)” performed by Henderson and
Hinshelwood

“Old Camp Meeting Time” per-
formed by Henderson and Hinshel-
wood

“Steel Guitar Rag” performed by
Henderson and Hinshelwood

“Deep River Blues (I Don’t Love No-
body)” performed by Coleman, Law-
rence, Henderson, and Hinshelwood

“My Creole Belle” performed by
Coleman, Lawrence, Henderson, Jack
Hinshelwood.

“I Know What It Means To Be Lone-
some” performed by Coleman, Law-
rence, Henderson, and Hinshelwood

“Windy and Warm” performed by
Coleman,Lawrence, Henderson, and
Hinshelwood

“Tennessee Stud” performed by
Coleman, Lawrence, Henderson, and
Hinshelwood

In addition to the new series, view-
ers can watch the Music Center’s se-
ries, Deep Roots, Many Voices: Diver-
sity and Inclusion in American Roots
Music and A Place in the Band: Wom-
en in Bluegrass and American Roots
Music on the YouTube channel.

The Blue Ridge Music Center, locat-
ed at milepost 213 on the Blue Ridge
Parkway near Galax, Va., operates
seasonally from May through Octo-
ber, and kicks off its annual summer
concert series on May 25. It is a na-
tional park facility, a major attrac-
tion along the Blue Ridge Parkway,
and a venue partner of The Crooked
Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail
and Blue Ridge Music Trails of North
Carolina. For more information, visit
BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org.
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SilverLining Design earns Silver ADDY
Award, moves to next level of competztwn

For the second consecutive year, SilverLining De-
sign was recognized at the Western Virginia Amer-
ican Advertising Awards on March 2 with a Silver
ADDY Award in the Print Advertising category for
their design of Patrick County Tourism’s advertise-
ment in the 2023 Virginia Travel Guide.

The Western Virginia American Advertising
Awards is hosted by the American Advertising
Federation’s Roanoke Chapter. It marks the first of
three tiers of competition that end at the National
American Advertising Awards.

SilverLining Design submitted one of 134 profes-
sional entries and will now be forwarded on to the
District level of competition.

The gala for District 3 level is expected to be held
sometime in April, according to Sarah Sheppard,
project Manager for SilverLining Design.

“For a small shop like ours, it’s an honor to be
recognized with an award like this,” David Stanley,
SilverLining Design’s owner and art director, said.
“We are proud of the work we have done with Pat-
rick County Tourism and all of our other partners.”

Along with other strategic placements, Patrick
County Tourism advertises annually in the official
Virginia Travel Guide. For the 2023 Virginia Travel
Guide, SilverLining Design created an ad with the
phrase “Get Outta Town,” which features a sweep-
ing landscape of Patrick County’s natural scenic
beauty. This ad compliments the tourism depart-
ment’s continuing campaign to advertise Patrick
County as a scenic outdoor destination.

This makes SilverLining Design’s second con-
secutive year receiving an ADDY Award from the
Western Virginia American Advertising Awards.
SilverLining Design is a Patrick County-based
graphic design and marketing agency specializing
in creative design, social media, website design, and
branding. From experience with small businesses
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David Stanley, owner and art director of SilverLining Design,
is pictured with a Silver ADDY Award at a March 2 awards
ceremony in Roanoke.

and nonprofits to industries such as tourism and
higher education,

SilverLining Design is well suited to adapting to
any design and marketing need. Visit silverlining-
design.com to learn more about how SilverLining
Design can assist your business or organization in
reaching your marketing goals.

Low-Head Dams are the focus
of a public safety campaign

The Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation i1s supporting April Low-Head Dam
Public Safety Awareness Month to encourage Vir-
ginians to protect themselves from the dangers as-
sociated with these structures.

A low-head dam is a dam that runs from bank-to-
bank, typically with a low height, across a river or
stream. Water pouring over the dam creates a haz-
ardous current termed a “spin cycle” like that of a
washing machine that can trap even the strongest
swimmer wearing a flotation device. Once caught
in a spin cycle, it is almost impossible to escape.

“Every year, these deceptively dangerous dams
claim lives and pose an ongoing risk to boaters,
swimmers and fishers throughout Virginia,” said
Mark Killgore, DCR’s lead dam safety engineer.
“Low-head dams are called ‘drowning machines’ for
a reason. Over 1,000 people have died in incidents
at low-head dams in the United States in the past
few decades.”

You can take the following steps to protect your-
self:

Know before you go: check your route, read

Kelsey Fain
REALTOR

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
91521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432
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Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

(844) 947-1479

F RE E 7-Year Extended Warranty*

— A $695 Value!
“To imers must request a quote, nstall and activate m
gen nwwn a participating dealer. Call for vuunrmsana onditios

maps, talk to locals and obey signs.

Watch for a smooth horizon line where the
stream meets the sky and look for concrete retain-
ing walls on either side of the water. These could be
signs of a low-head dam.

If you spot a dam, exit the river and reen-
ter well downstream.

Never try to dive in to help someone caught
in a spin cycle. Exit the river and call 911. Use a
rope or throw bag to pull them to safety.

“The only escape may be crawling along the riv-
er bottom and surfacing well downstream of the
dam,” Killgore added.

For more information about low-head dams,
visit https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/dam-safety-and-
floodplains/ds-education.

Pancake Special :
Every Monday & Wednesday

Buy one pancake and get the
=" second pancake 1/2 price.

The Coffee Break

111A N Main St, Stuart, VA 24171 « (276) 694-4232
Hours: Monday - Saturday 5am - 2pm, Sunday Closed

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

* Horse Feed

* Chicken Feed

» Beef Grower Feeds

* Corn Gluten Pellets  « Soyhull Pellets
Whole Beef Hamburger $5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

* Sheep & Goat Feed
* Hay Stretcher
* Calf Feed

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Jason Pendleton

Perfiormance
Livesiock & Feed

Company

Mark Pendleton

Tired of
driving
to the

landfill? RASHLCSTERT] curb'

Household pickup once a week - $20 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 216=251=1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

2024 AAF ROANOKE
SILVER ADDY*

SilverLining Design was recognized with a Silver ADDY
Award in the Print Advertising category for an ad with the
phrase “Get Outta Town,” that was featured in the 2023
Virginia Travel Guide. Created for the Patrick County Tourism
Department, the ad supports the continuing campaign to
promote Patrick County as a scenic outdoor destination.

Golden Anniversary
celebrated

Stuart residents George H. and Corinne (Kay)
Marsh will celebrate their 50th wedding anni-
versary April 11. They met and married in Ca-
dillac Michigan where George was stationed at
the navy base there and Kay was Society Editor
at the Cadillac Evening News.

lcewate’
SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODU_CTS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
o Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
 Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
e appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121
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APRIL PATRICK COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
| 1 | 2 3 | 4 |
Yoga 10:00 * Senior Chair Exercise
10:15
Senior Chair Exercise "
1:30 Storytime 10:30 Yoga 1:15 Decorate Your Own Sit & Stitch 11:00
Manners Library Bag
Legal Aid 5:00 2:00*
8 9 10 11
. * H H H
Yoga 10:00 : Book Bingo 10:30 Senior Chair Exercise
Storytime 10:30 10:15
i i i Libraries
Senior Chair Exercise DIY Freezer Jam 2:30%
1:30 Yoga 1:15 *
Not Your Mother’s
Intro to Zen 1:30 Book Club 5:00
15 16 17 18
Yoga 10:00 * Storytime 10:30 Senior Chair Exercise
Poetry 10:15
Senior Chair Exercise | . icare 101 12:00 * , Sit & Stitch 11:00
1:30 Retired Teacher’s Book | = 0 b o 00
Club 11:00 3 '
Books & Bakes 5:00
22 | 23 24 25 26 27
Yoga 10:00 * Storytime 10:30 Senior Chair Exercise
With the Master 10:15
Senior Chair Exercise | Gardeners: Trees/Earth Yoga 1:15*
1:30 Day
Rainy Daisies 2:30*
Intro to Zen 1:30
29 30 | | | |

Yoga 10:00 *

Senior Chair Exercise Storytime 10:30 Interested or have questions about our programs? Call us at 276-694-3352.
1:30 Sheep * registration required.
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= £ ~ 301-D SOUTH MAIN STREET
-~ STUART, VA - PHONE: 276-694-5656

B QUALITY, PRICE, SATISFACTION

~  TUESDAY,APRIL9™TO FRIDAY, APRIL 12™, 2024

OMING SOON!

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE ENTERPRISE
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Thank You for reading The Enterprise
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Patrick County
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

Chamber’s April Events

PICK UP PATRICK
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Senior market program opens
for applications on April 16

Virginia’s Farm Market Fresh for Se-
niors (also known as the Senior Farmer’s
Market Nutrition Program) is available
through Southern Area Agency on Aging
(SAAA).

Eligible seniors may receive $50 worth
of vouchers that can be used to purchase
locally grown fresh fruits, vegetables and
cut herbs at participating farmer’s mar-
kets. The number of people who can par-
ticipate is limited. Beginning on Tuesday,
April 16, the SAAA will take applications
over the phone and in person. The SAAA
will also continue to take applications
throughout the following week(s) while
the supply of $50 booklets lasts.

You may qualify to participate if

*you are (or will become) 60 years of
age or older on or before June 1, 2024,
and

Franklin, Patrick, Henry or Pittsylvania,
and

*you do not live with and are not an
immediate family member of the farmer
who grows the produce, and

*you have a gross monthly household
income that does not exceed the income
requirements of the program. The in-
come limit for this program has changed.
Individuals who were not eligible in the
past may be eligible now, so all are en-
couraged to apply.

Individuals and couples who wish to
apply for vouchers must contact South-
ern Area Agency on Aging at (276) 632-
6442 or toll-free at 1-800-468-4571.

Beginning April 16, 2024, and con-
tinuing as long as the supply of vouch-
ers lasts, applicants must be prepared
to certify total gross monthly household

income information when applying over
the phone or in person.

:\r/. CAMPAIGN
All Month Long

*you are a resident of the cities of Dan-
ville or Martinsville, or the counties of

GIFT CARD

April 5,
2024

PC TOURISM SUMMIT
April 8 at Fairy Stone State Park

“HOW TO START A
BUSINESS” SEMINAR

April 23 5:30-7pm, P&HCC Stuart Site

Doors Open
6:00

Giames Start
7:00 PM

WORK-BASED LEARNING
SEMINAR FOR BUSINESSES
April 29 P&HCC Stuart Site

Hosted By:
Patrick County
Alzheimer's

Giroup, LLC

' Concessions Available

Individual Bingo Cards - $ 20.00
Bingo Giame Card Packs - $25.00

FOR MORE INFO

& www.patrickchamber.com
276-229-9917

0% ° Stuart Rotary - Hooker Building

264 Woodland Drive
46 (9 M(3)
e |

Stuart, VA 24171

The full

SP "CTRUM of

Musculoskeletal services in
an integrated system...
offering the FUTURE of

Healthcare today.

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

STEPHEN M.C. ERNST, M.D.

Dr. Stephen Ernst joined the Spectrum Medical team
in July 2023. After growing up in Charlottesville, he
attended the University of Virginia.

+ ORTHOPEDICS

* RHEUMATOLOGY

« PAIN MANAGEMENT

+ FAMILY MEDICINE

+ SPINE CARE

+ CLINICAL RESEARCH

+ SPORTS MEDICINE OUTREACH

+ PHYSICAL THERAPY

Dr. Ernst specializes in surgical and non-operative
management of all levels of shoulder and elbow
issues. His most frequently performed surgeries
include shoulder replacement, rotator cuff repairs,
shoulder stabilization, minimally invasive elbow
surgery, tendon repairs, nerve decompression and
fracture care in the upper extremity. He looks
forward to using his advanced orthopaedic training
to widen the scope of orthopaedic services offered
in southern Virginia.

SAME DAY
X-RAYS

e ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED
* SHORTER WAIT TIMES
* CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE




