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Solar facilities and tall structures 
top ordinance priority list

By Taylor Boyd
Solar power, including batteries, and 

tall structures, like windmills and com-
munication towers, were at the top of 
the priority list of ordinances to be re-
viewed and created during a joint meet-
ing between the Patrick County Board 

of Supervisors and Planning Commis-
sion on June 18.

Festival special events, short-term 
rentals, manufactured homes, derelict 
homes, and a subdivision ordinance also 
were among the priorities discussed.

 The Patrick County Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission held a joint meeting 
on June 18.

Cao secures GOP nomination
By Staff Reports
After handily winning the June 18 

Republican Primary in Patrick Coun-
ty and other areas of Virginia, Hung 
Cao will face off against incumbent 
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Richmond, in 
November.

In Patrick County, Cao received 
62.44 percent of the vote with 369 bal-
lots, according to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Elections.

Edward C. “Eddie” Garcia Jr. gar-
nered 77 votes, or 13.03 percent. C.L. 
“Chuck” Smith Jr. received 11.68 
percent of the votes, with 69 ballots; 
Scott Thomas Parkinson received 7.28 
percent and 43 votes and Jonathan 
W. Emord earned 5.58 percent, or 33 
votes. 

In Virginia, Cao received 61.79 per-
cent, or 168,748 ballots. The second 
top vote-getter was Parkinson with 
10.95 percent and 29,918 ballots, fol-
lowed by Garcia, with 9.79 percent 

and 26,747 votes; Smith with 8.82 
percent and 24,087 ballots and Emord 
with 8.64 percent and 23,601 votes, 
according to the state website. 

Hung Cao will face incumbent U.S. Sen. 
Tim Kaine, D-Richmond, in the November 
election.

New YouTube series highlights county
By Taylor Boyd
A fairly new YouTube series was 

started to help promote the county and 
its tourism efforts, with Patrick County 
Tourism’s start of “The People, Places, 
and Performers of Patrick County.”

James Houchins, director of Tourism, 
said the idea to create the series came 
about when he and Assistant Tourism 
Director Grace Cooper were brain-
storming ways to do more with online 
mediums like YouTube, Instagram, and 
Facebook, to help market the county.

“The reason that we started it was 
Patrick County has such a unique back-
ground, history, and diversity. So, we 
were talking about ways that we pro-
mote the county to get people out and 
bring people in, either here to the Visi-
tor’s Center, or going to particular plac-
es,” he said.

Houchins said the main premise of 
the series was to either have either 
showcase the people, places, or perform-
ers to show how unique the county and 
its residents are.

“Definitely, our performance back-
ground, with a lot of the musicians that 
we have in the county, and then just the 
wonderful places that we have here in 
the county too,” he said.

The series currently has about half 
a dozen videos, each of which averages 
about 25 minutes in length.

To decide who to interview, Houchins 
said tourism officials look at what’s pop-
ular or going on in the county.

“I’ll kick a name around here in the 
office, and then the team here, we just 
come up with people that we know have 

been somewhat in the spotlight, espe-
cially in different circles,” he said. “We 
just bring those unique people in, and 
we’ll interview them in and let them tell 
their stories.”

So far, Houchins believes the chosen 
interviewees have been good and di-
verse.

“There are so many more people in 

the county, and places that we’ll even-
tually get to too, but really we just go 
with what we hear in the streets and 
see what’s happening and popular in 
the county too, and we pick from that,” 
he said.

Houchins said the interviews are in-
formal. He has 10 questions he asks 
guests, including a little history about 
themselves, what they do, what inspired 
them, and other personal questions.

For example, he said the first inter-
view and episode was with Olivia Jo 
Hutchens, a singer-songwriter from 
Stuart.

“She had just produced a song and 
she’s been doing a lot with the bluegrass 
industry. She’s up and coming, she’s 
been making a lot of waves in the blue-
grass industry, so I got a chance to hear 
about her in conversations and thought 
it would be a good one to start off with,” 
he said.

His office was also working on the 
Moonshine Heritage Trail, and Houch-
ins said he knew Danny Martin, an au-
thor and former Fairy Stone State Park 
ranger, was doing several things relat-
ed, including moonshine trail hikes and 
writing a book called “Corn Squeezins.”

James Houchins (right), director of Tourism, interviews Danny Martin (left) in one of the 
episodes of “The People, Places, and Performers of Patrick County.” Houchins also has 
interviewed Tom Perry, Wolf Creek Farm, and more. To watch the series, go to www.
YouTube.com/PatrickCountyTourism.

2nd annual ‘Summer Showdown’ set for Saturday
By Taylor Boyd
National Independent Championship Wrestling 

(NICW) will hold its second annual Summer Show-
down on Saturday, June 29 and Sunday, June 30.

The two-day event will be held at the Stuart Rota-
ry Memorial Building with doors opening at 6 p.m. 
and the first bell ringing at 7 p.m. on Saturday, and 
doors opening at 3 p.m. and the bell ringing for the 
first match at 4 p.m.

Scott Rutter, of Rutter’s Martial Arts, said the 
NICW decided to make it a two-day event because 
of “the great responses from the fans that are 
coming out and supporting us at these wrestling 
shows.”

At the Saturday show, Rutter said the main 
event will be the APW Heavyweight Championship 
between Crash Cassidy and the Cuban Assassin. 

A NICW Tag Team Championship match will 
feature The Southern Wrecking Crew with Doug-
lass J. Wentworth III against Scott Lee and Tony 
Ray. Rutter noted Lee and Ray are both from the 
Patrick and Henry county areas.

The NICW MidAtlantic Heritage Championship 
match will be Hangman Larry Cooter versus Bobby 
Yela, and Chase Bennett will face Lance Erikson.

Rutter said World Wrestling Entertainment 
(WWE) Hall of Famer The Boogie Woogie Man 
“Handsome” Jimmy Valiant is also scheduled to at-
tend Saturday’s show.

“He’s coming again this year; he was there last 
year. He’s also going to be appearing and doing a 
free meet and greet over at Stagecoach on Main 
Street from 12-4 p.m. on Saturday,” he said.

Valient’s been involved in wrestling for more 
than 50 years and is notable for his kayfabe feud 
with Jerry “The King” Lawler while in the Mem-
phis wrestling scene.

Rutter said Sunday’s main event will be a cham-
pionship match. Whoever wins the match on Satur-
day between Crash Cassidy and the Cuban Assas-
sin will defend the championship against Jeff Paul.

Adam Hex will face Kidd Lightning in a grudge 
match and The Dragon Scott Lee will face Shang-
hai Pierce Jr.

There will be a gauntlet match involving John 
Heartbreak, Tony Ray, Bronx Bomber, K. Killah, 
and The Scorpion.

Rutter said Nicole Starr vs. Cassandra Chaos 

will compete in the women’s match.
“In our area, a lot of times the fans don’t get the 

chance, the opportunity, to see women in the ring 
wrestling. So, that’s a good showcase for this show 
as well,” he said.

Anthony Cooley, Criminal Mazz, Damien James, 
Ace England, Robbie Lynn, and more are also 
scheduled to appear.

The show is sponsored by Rutter’s Martial Arts, 
Boyce-Holland Veterinary Services, Impressive 
Prints & Designs, Lawless Welding & Fabrication, 
Inc., and Friedrichs Family Eye Center.

Advance tickets are $10 for children aged 6-12 
and $12 for adults 12 and up. Tickets at the door 
are $12 for children and $15 for adults.

Advance tickets can be purchased at Rutter’s 
Martial Arts, Little Caesars, Stagecoach on Main 
Street, and Boyce-Holland Veterinary Services.

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Patrick 
County High School (PCHS) Boys Varsity Basket-
ball Team. 

The NICW will hold its second annual Summer Showdown 
on Saturday, June 29 and Sunday, June 30.

Tolling of Bells 
on July 4th

The Patrick County VA250 Commemoration 
Committee, in cooperation with Patrick Coun-
ty Tourism, will join with communities from all 
over Virginia to mark America’s birthday with 
the Tolling of Bells all over Patrick County.

This year’s celebration will echo the celebra-
tory ringing of bells that marked the end of the 
Revolutionary War in 1783 and a tradition that 
dates back to 1963.

This year’s ringing of bells 13 times at 5p.m. 
on July 4, is in the planning stages and the com-
mittee is looking for churches, civic groups and 
others who would like to play their part in this 
year’s ceremony.

If you, your church or organization have a bell 
and would like to take part in the July 4 event, 
please contact pcva250@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

The Patrick County VA250 Commemoration 
Committee was formed to help plan the county’s 
celebration of America’s 250th birthday, includ-
ing events leading up to and including July 4, 
2026. To learn more, visit the committee’s Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/PatrickCounty-
VA250.

 (See Solar Facilities p. 3)

 (See YouTube Series p.3)
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Charlottesville 
Bodybuilding Coach Pleads 
Guilty to Child Exploitation
A Charlottes-

ville-based virtual 
bodybuilding coach, 
who sexually exploit-
ed at least six minors 
over the course of three 
years, recently pleaded 
guilty to federal child 
exploitation and child 
pornography charges.

Elliott Atwell, 34, 
pled guilty to one count 
of sexual exploitation 
of a minor and one 
count of possession of, 
and access with the 
intent to view, child 
pornography. At sen-
tencing, Atwell faces a 
mandatory minimum 
penalty of 15 years in 
prison and a possible 
maximum penalty of 
30 years.

According to court 
documents, between 
December 2013 and 
April 2020, Atwell al-
legedly manipulated 
at least six minors to 
record themselves en-
gaging in sexually ex-
plicit conduct and then 
send those recordings 
to him.

In efforts to gain the 
victims’ trust and will-
ingness to participate, 
he allegedly sent them 
gifts, including a dig-

ital camera, sex toys, 
Viagra, lubricant and 
other items, and then 
gave detailed instruc-
tions on what sexual 
activities he wanted 
performed and cap-
tured on video.

In addition, the 
FBI searched Atwell’s 
iCloud account, which 
contained over 300 im-
ages and video files de-
picting minors engaged 
in sexually explicit con-
duct, including images 

of prepubescent boys 
engaged in sex acts.

The FBI, which is 
investigating the case, 
remains committed to 
identifying and pursu-
ing potential addition-
al victims of Atwell’s 
conduct. If you have 
information that may 
be helpful, please con-
tact the FBI tipline at 
1-800-CALL-FBI (1-
800-225-5324) or reach 
out online at https://
tips.fbi.gov/home.

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

This goofy honey colored guy is a favorite with 
the staff at the Patrick County Public Animal 
Shelter (PCPAS). He has survived parvo while 
incarcerated and has lots of personality.

The sweet face of this brindle girl is filled 
with awesome cuteness. She was found on U.S. 
58 in Meadows of Dan and would really like to 
go home. If you recognize her, please call the 
shelter. 

Visit the shelter’s Facebook page to view 
available pets or call (276) 694-6259 for more 
information. Adoption fees are $10 and include 
spay/neuter and a rabies vaccination. 

Pets of the Week

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services VISIT US ONLINE 
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ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
REALESTATE AUCTION

17.914 ACRES
IN PATRICK COUNTY, VA
Bid Monday, July 1 - Wednesday,

July 10 at 1pm
Preview: Sunday, July 7 from 4pm-6pm

276-952-5281 NCAL #685
1310 EMS Dr, Mount Airy
336-789-2926 VAAL #2

Property Details:
17.914 acres in the Moorefield Store Community,

straddles the Virginia-North Carolina line, offering a
blend of open land and wooded areas.

With access via a 60’ right of way through 1617 Frank
Joyce Rd. and an additional 60’ right of way from Charlie
Francis Rd., this property is both accessible and private.

See Website for Terms and Details.
www.RogersAuctionGroup.com

TN
N
C
23
25
27
-1

Keith Gunter
Auctioneer/Sale Manager

Former inmate and 
motivational speaker addressed 

inmates at VADOC facilities 
National public speaker Andre 

Norman visited several Virginia 
Department of Corrections (VA-
DOC) facilities in late May to share 
his lived experience and offer coach-
ing and hope. 

Norman was joined by fellow 
speakers Trell Donk Webb and 
Hasan “Giant” Bradley during the 
tour through Greensville Correc-
tional Center, Sussex I State Pris-
on, and Virginia Correctional Cen-
ter for Women. 

Stops were made to meet with 
inmates in classes, the law library, 
kitchens, work locations, and hous-
ing units. The messages Norman, 
Webb, and Bradley shared were 
powerful and inspiring. The group’s 
messages to the inmates were fo-
cused on realizing their potential to 
accomplish amazing things and the 
importance of a positive attitude. 

Norman’s stops were well-re-
ceived by the inmates at all sites 
and several of the inmates recog-
nized Norman, Webb, and Bradley 
from watching videos of them on 
their assigned tablets.

Norman, Webb, and Bradley also 

had the opportunity to share mes-
sages with VADOC corrections 
team members. Their message to 
staff was that they are appreciated 
for their hard work and that their 
role as corrections staff really does 
impact inmates’ chances of chang-
ing and having success upon being 
released.

“It was great to have Andre Nor-
man and his team come speak to 
large numbers of our corrections 
team and inmate population,” said 
VADOC Director Chad Dotson. “I 
echo his important message to our 
corrections staff. What they do ev-
ery day seriously matters for the 
Commonwealth. Additionally, help-
ing to keep our inmate population 
motivated and focused on a suc-
cessful reentry is crucial for long-
term public safety across Virginia. 
I thank Andre, Trell, and Hasan 
for sharing their uplifting message 
with the VADOC.” 

See more of the group’s messages 
to correctional team members and 
inmates via the VADOC YouTube 
channel https://youtu.be/QtL4-
7sjPeA.

July Fourth celebrations 
coincide with troubling 
traffic safety statistics

The first week of July is typically 
one of the busiest American travel 
periods of the year. It’s also one of 
the deadliest.

Seven individuals lost their lives 
in Virginia traffic crashes during 
the two-day statistical counting 
period over last year’s July Fourth 
holiday, according to data from the 
Virginia Department of Motor Ve-
hicles Highway Safety Office.

Virginia State Police urge mo-
torists to practice safe, sober and 
distraction-free driving to avoid be-
coming a statistic in 2024.

“We are in the height of the sum-
mer travel season, so traffic safety 
should be of the utmost importance 
for all Virginians,” said Col. Gary 
T. Settle, state police superinten-
dent. “Excessive speeding, drivers 
and passengers failing to buckle 
up, and distracted driving continue 
to put all at risk traveling on our 
highways. We need Virginians to 
put forth the extra effort and com-
ply with speed limits, buckle up and 
put the phone down, and avoid dis-
tractions.”

During 2023’s holiday period, 
state police investigated 377 total 
traffic crashes statewide. Troopers 
cited 2,051 speeders and 980 reck-
less drivers. They also issued 254 
citations to individuals for failing to 
buckle up, and another 74 citations 
for improperly secured children.

Virginia troopers cited 124 driv-
ers for being in violation of Virgin-
ia’s “hands-free” law that took effect 
in July 2021. To limit distractions, 

motorists are advised to program 
GPS and hands-free devices before 
departure.

“Pull over to a safe place when 
you are doing something that will 
take your eyes or mind off the 
road,” said Virginia Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Co. senior actu-
arial manager David Tenembaum. 
He serves as treasurer for DRIVE 
SMART Virginia, a nonprofit part-
ner charged with raising awareness 
and changing behavior to improve 
roadway safety.

“When free of distractions, a driv-
er can be prepared for the unpre-
dictability of other motorists who 
may be distracted themselves,” he 
said. 

Arranging sober transportation 
is another preventable action mo-
torists can take to keep themselves 
and others safe during the celebra-
tory weekend.

Troopers arrested 36 drivers for 
operating under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs during the July 
Fourth holiday period last year. 
DRIVE SMART reported that 4,400 
people were injured and 293 were 
killed as the result of alcohol-relat-
ed traffic crashes in Virginia during 
all of 2023.

“With just a few drinks you could 
be too impaired to safely drive,” 
Tenembaum noted. “So, designate 
before you celebrate! Plan to use a 
rideshare app or designate a sober 
driver before kicking off the holiday 
weekend.”

Lost Wallet? What’s Next
We’ve all been there; 

you reach for your wal-
let and find nothing in 
your pocket or purse. 
The panic we feel in 
that moment is real 
because our wallet can 
be a treasure trove for 
criminals, who can go on 
to perpetrate credit card 
fraud or identity theft. 

Most times that feeling 
is short lived but some-
times that wallet really 
is gone. Here’s what to 
do if this happens to you. 

First, cancel all deb-
it or credit cards. By 
reporting them lost or 
stolen ASAP you may 
be able to avoid illegal 
charges. This is espe-

cially important for 
debit cards which are 
gateways to your bank 
account. 

Next, file a fraud 
alert. With your driver’s 
license in hand, iden-
tity thieves can do a 
lot of damage. You can 
request that the credit 
bureaus — Experian, 
TransUnion and Equi-
fax —place a fraud alert 
on your credit. (Contact 
one and the others will 
add the fraud alert, 
too.) A fraud alert no-
tifies creditors, lenders 
or anyone viewing your 
credit report that some-
one may be trying to 
apply for credit in your 
name. 

Lastly, if you think 
your wallet has been 
stolen, call your local 
precinct to get a police 
report on record. Even 
though the police may 
not be able to recover 
your missing wallet, it’s 
a crucial piece of docu-
mentation to have on 
hand.    

Report scams to local 
law enforcement. For 
help from AARP, call 
1-877-908-3360 or visit 
the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network at www.aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork.

General Fund Revenues Remain 
Slightly Ahead of Forecast  

Gov. Glenn Youngkin said that 
general fund revenues for May 
2024 increased 14.2 percent versus 
the same period last year and re-
main slightly ahead of the revenue 
forecast that was revised upward 
as part of the budget approved on 
May 13, reinforcing the Common 
Ground budget forecasts.  

“With more Virginians working 
than ever before, Virginia’s job mar-
ket continues to fuel the economic 
engine of the Commonwealth,” said 
Youngkin. “We are pleased with the 
underlying strength of Virginia’s 
business climate and job growth, 
but with inflation at the federal 
level remaining persistent we will 
continue to exercise caution in our 
forecast and planning.” 

“May was a strong month for rev-
enue collections, with revenues ex-
ceeding the revised forecast,” said 
Secretary of Finance Stephen Cum-
mings. “Throughout fiscal year 
2024, revenue growth has exceeded 
expectations, supported by strong 
economic fundamentals which gives 
us confidence in the near term. But, 
with stubbornly high inflation and 
the outlook for higher interest rates 
for longer, we will be closely mon-
itoring conditions for any signs of 
weakening in coming months.”  

With one month remaining in 
FY24, year-to-date collections are 
up 5.9 percent and remain ahead 
of the revised forecast, driven pri-
marily by higher than projected net 
individual income tax collections. 
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Solar Facilities
(cont. from page 1)

YouTube Series
(cont. from page 1)

Representatives of the Berkley Group fielded questions from the board and commission about the creation of ordinances, 
particularly for solar.

Valerie Loy addressed 
the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors and the 
Planning Commission at a 
recent joint meeting.

Trena Anderson addressed 
those attending the joint 
meeting.

The creation of the ordinances will be handled by 
the Berkley Group, a local government consulting firm 
which specializes in providing direct services like land 
use and planning, capital project management, com-
munity engagement, and group facilitation.

Group members Michael Zehner, director of Plan-
ning and Community Development, and Darla Orr 
Odom, Principal Planner with the Community Devel-
opment Group, attended the meeting via Zoom.

Kurt Bozenmayer, chairman of the county’s Plan-
ning Commission, said the best thing is to gather the 
information the county has with the existing ordi-
nance, transmit it to the group members for review, 
and “have them present us with a plan of action that 
they would recommend. Is that what I’m hearing out 
of this.”

Jane Fulk, of the Dan River District, said she be-
lieved the board had previously talked about having 
the firm create a solar application process for the coun-
ty as soon as possible.

“There’s a note in our current ordinance about that, 
going through the building inspector first then com-
ing to the Planning Commission. So, I think there’s a 
current ordinance review that either we or Berkley or 
whomever needs to do before we make that decision 
about changing it,” Sarah Wray, vice-chairman of the 
Planning Commission, said.

Zehner said it’s important for the county to have a 
singular application form for multiple types of review, 
“but I think another critical piece of that is the require-
ment for what an application needs to provide, what 
an applicant needs to provide.”

Orr Odom said generally the county needs to know 
who, why, when, where, and what the applicant is 
asking for, and ensure that information is concise and 
clear.

“If there are many different applications because 
there’s different information that’s necessary for a 
subdivision plat review, and that might be different 
than someone coming forward as we’re beginning 
to talk about solar and wanting to do it through the 
(15.2-) 2232 review,” she said.

Regarding the county’s current existing regulation 
and solar facility siting policy ordinance, Zehner said 
Berkley’s opinion is the current policy may not be as 
comprehensive as it needs to be to address local con-
cerns and goals.

“I think that’s one of the points tonight - to hear 
what concerns you all have to ensure that policy does 
properly and comprehensively address your concerns,” 
he said, adding that the 15.2-2232 dictates the para-
mount documents for review for projects is the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan.

“One of the things we want to do is clarify the appli-
cation requirements. Based on the 15.2-2232 review 
being an application type, what are the types of appli-
cation documents that we can and should require for 
the review of these applications,” he said.

In terms of the county’s existing regulations, Zeh-
ner said Berkley would look to clarify the title of the 
county’s documents as the Comprehensive Plan serves 

as the county’s policy and the ordinance serves as the 
county’s ordinance.

“But because you lack zoning, and recognizing that 
the 15.2-2232 review is going to focus on the compre-
hensive plan, we want to make sure that any regula-
tory revisions that we would otherwise see in localities 
through zoning, that those be addressed in your pol-
icy. Because essentially, you can only really regulate 
these facilities through zoning as enabled by the state 
statutes, with the exception of that 2232 review that 
focuses on comp plan,” he said.

In terms of policy best practices, Zehner said the 
group encourages communities to evaluate the appro-
priateness of the land use and community support for 
these facilities.

“I encourage you to look at the design, siting, and 
location of the size of the scale. Desired and expected 
economic development outcomes, acceptable and un-
acceptable outcomes to recreational, natural, cultural, 
and historical resources,” he said, adding the board 
should also examine the relationship between these 
uses and agricultural uses and areas suitable for agri-
culture and other community development goals.

Doug Perry, chairman, and of the Smith River Dis-
trict, said one of his concerns is pinpointing where the 
rights of property owners end and the county steps in.

“If we could define some of those then that would 
help us be less perception or opinionated and more, 
maybe we’re not going to clear cut a hundred acres of 
forest versus if that’s your property,” Perry said. “What 
defines where the rights begin and end between that 
property owners and the county. I’m not a fan of gov-
ernment coming in and saying this is what you have to 
do with your property.”

At the same time, Perry said if a person clear cuts a 
large acreage of land and pulls the stumps and roots 
out, and that changes the flow of water, which forc-
es it into a stream that erodes the stream and affects 
properties downstream, “then is that outside of reason 
where the county can step in.”

Zehner said he believes every locality struggles with 
the same issue, and that is where flexibility is allowed, 
within reason, for property owners to see economic 
benefits from use of their property.

“But also balancing that with the rights of other 
property owners as well to enjoy their property and 
not be negatively impacted by how somebody else 
decides to use their property. So, it certainly is a fine 
line,” he said.

Jonathan Wood, of the Peter’s Creek District, said 
his concern about solar projects is the decommission-
ing after 40 years.

“I hope to live to see one of these decommissioned. 
Forty years is a long time, so we can say whatever we 
want, but the vast majority of us sitting at this table 
and in this room are not going to be here in 40 years to 
see if they hold up their end of the deal,” he said.

Wood said the information Berkley Group provided 
to the board and commission, about the pros and six to 
seven pages of cons, regarded solar energy.

“I think we really need to stop until we have time to 

figure it out. We don’t need to rush anything, I mean 
we’re talking about a 40-year mission. You don’t buy 
your house today that you’re going to pay for the next 
30 years without thinking about it,” he said.

Wood said he favors a moratorium for a period of 
time until the county gets everything figured out.

“I think it will go a long way. I’m not saying that 
I would never, ever consider doing it, I’m just saying 
we need time to stop and think. We really do because 
there’s more information in this packet than we’ve 
seen in a long time. I would really like to have some 
time to think about it, talk to more people in our dis-
tricts,” he said.

Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo River District, said 
he hopes the board didn’t allow too much already by 
approving the Fairystone Solar project.

“I asked that engineer that night when we had the 
public hearing on it about the battery storage on the 
property. He said there wouldn’t be any. Well, I heard 
enough information to know that there’s got to be bat-
tery storage on them somewhere,” he said.

If the company building the solar farm isn’t going to 
have the battery storage, Kendrick said someone else 
is, and the board needs to know who.

Zehner said the county can address battery storage 
within the policy, and whether or not the county wants 
to allow that use or not.

“I do believe you can subject it to the same 2232 
review as a public utility. There are some processes 
that because you don’t have zoning, that a utility can 
pursue in terms of seeking a certificate of public conve-
nience and necessity to exempt themselves from local 
review,” he said.

Zehner also spoke about concerns regarding cadmi-
um telluride in solar panels.

“In our research, relying on research that’s been 
done in academic institutions, we can’t find any basis 
to restrict the uses of panels that have any different 
types of chemical components or elemental compo-
nents in them,” he said.

Zehner noted that Berkley is aware there are groups 
that object to the use of certain types of panels, and 
companies that predominantly use certain types of 
panels, like cadmium telluride panels.

“Unfortunately, it seems like some of these objec-
tions may be more grounded in political objections to 
the background of certain companies and may be less 
about the actual composition and the risk for contam-
ination,” he said.

Zehner said he believes the important thing to rec-
ognize is the chemical components and the elemental 
components of the solar panels are “cased in silicone 
and alloys that they don’t, by their nature, leach ex-
cept if they’re subjected to certain damages and high 
heat that you would not commonly expect to see.”

In other matters, the commission:
*Approved the May meeting minutes.
*Appointed Sarah Wray to serve as the new 

vice-chairman.
*Heard from Trena Anderson.
*Heard from Valerie Loy.

Houchins discussed the various books 
Tom Perry has written when interviewing 
him.

“We just talk about what they do and 
how they have impacted Patrick County, 
or the ways they’ve been able to help high-
light Patrick County with what they do,” 
he said.

Other interviews were with Lora Ma-
haffey, Wolf Creek Farm, and Kevin Hub-
bard of Hubbard 1 Productions.

For future interviews, Houchins said he 
wants to go to a place like Levering Or-
chard or Fairy Stone State Park for a sit-
down podcast to show the area’s beauty.

“We just have to make sure that they 
have good internet connection, Wi-Fi, 
because we try to do it live just so that it 
catches people,” he said.

While the goal is to have an interview 
once a month, Houchins said a couple of 
hiccups at the start of the year prevented 
that from happening.  Still, he believes the 
community has received the YouTube se-
ries well.

“A lot of people have commented that 
they really enjoyed them. I know that Tom 

Perry’s went really well. It had a lot of 
good reactions, and people were reposting 
it, and just talking about it,” he said, add-
ing people expressed that “they learned a 
lot too, especially with” Perry’s knowledge 
of the Civil War and Revolutionary War 
eras. 

Houchins said his favorite part of doing 
the interview series is being able to learn 
more about Patrick County. 

“I’m a lifelong Patrick Countian, grew 
up here in the community, and thought 
I knew a lot, which I do know a lot, but 
it’s always intriguing to hear it from other 
people’s perspectives, and especially indi-
viduals who come from a different back-
ground that I do.

“That’s the most exciting part of it. It’s 
just the little gems that we unearth when 
we’re talking with those individuals be-
cause everyone has their own unique 
perspectives, especially when they’re on 
history in the county itself. So, it’s good to 
see that from different perspectives, and it 
just makes you appreciate where you live 
even more,” he said.

Those with suggestions on who should 
be interviewed next should email Houch-
ins at jhouchins@co.patrick.va.us.

To watch the series, go to www.You-
Tube.com/PatrickCountyTourism.

The Patrick County Tourism Office started a YouTube series called, “The People, Places, 
and Performers of Patrick County” to highlight the county.

A portion of the new show’s playlist is displayed.  To see more, visit www.YouTube.com/
PatrickCountyTourism.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

No Money for Clothes
Hearing the news about Joe 

Biden jetting to a G-7 meeting re-
minded me of the childhood story 
of the emperor who ran around 
with no clothes, but didn’t realize 
it. In the President’s case, it’s not 
only that he has no clothes, but 
that he doesn’t have the money to 
buy clothes.

At the G-7 meeting, enjoying 
his role at the “leader” of the free 
world, Biden brokered an agree-
ment to lend Ukraine money the 
US does not have. Having not con-
sulted with the Congress before-
hand, he even apologized to the 
G-7 for “the delay.” Apparently, 
he’s never heard of the Constitu-
tional requirement that empow-
ers only the Congress to authorize 
expenditures. Or, as usual, when 
the Constitution conflicts with 

his wishes, Biden simply ignores 
it. Pressure will now be put on 
the Congress to rubber stamp the 
agreement.

Do we really think that the 
“loan” will be repaid? It is certain, 
however, that the loan will raise 
the rate of inflation. With every 
increase in the rate of inflation, 
the risk of collapsing the curren-
cy becomes more real. The BRICS 
countries are already rejecting the 
US dollar as a reserve currency. 
The bonds and notes that back up 
the money printing are also sold 
at a discount around the world.

Which countries will bail out 
America when the reality of our 
being broke becomes painfully ev-
ident?

Joe Cadrin,
Stuart

Jobs and Bidenomics
(Fox News, MRCTV, Newsmax)
The Biden administration keeps 

citing robust job growth as proof 
that the economy is in great shape. 
New data from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Philadelphia throws cold 
water on that claim. It shows re-
cent job growth has been 80% less 
than previously estimated. Accord-
ing to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reports, annualized job growth 
in the last quarter of 2023 was a 
healthy 1.6%. Analysis from the 
Philadelphia Fed however showed 
an anemic 0.3% annualized rate. 
That difference of just 1.3 per-
centage points may not sound like 
much, but it is a significant gap. In 
a country of over 330 million peo-
ple and over 150 million jobs on 
businesses’ payrolls, this amounts 
to over half a million jobs. In other 
words, over 500,000 jobs that were 
added to the economy in the last 
quarter of 2023 never even existed. 

Is Bidenomics a success? After 48 
months, hard numbers tell a much 
different story.

Gas prices:
While gas prices held steady un-

der Trump (down four cents a gal-
lon), they have surged 54% in the 
first 40 months of Biden’s term. 
From January 2021 to May of 
2024, the average price of a gallon 
of gas (all grades) has increased 
$1.31, from $2.42 to $3.73, accord-
ing to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration.

Real Wages:
After accounting for inflation, 

real wages earned by Americans 
have declined under Biden. In the 
first quarter of 2021, median week-
ly real earnings averaged $373. 
But, by the first quarter of 2024, 

average real earnings had fallen 
to $365. Under Trump, however, 
real wages rose from $352 on Jan-
uary 1, 2017, to $373 on January 
1. 2021.

Mortgage Rates:
Mortgage rates today are more 

than twice the average rate home 
buyers paid when Trump left office, 
Freddie Mac data reveals. Under 
Biden’s predecessor, the average 
30-year fixed mortgage rate fell by 
a third, from 4.09% to 2.77%. But, 
by June 6, 2024, mortgage rates 
had more than doubled, to 7.0%.

Savings Rates:
From February 1, 2017, to Feb-

ruary 1, 2021, the average person-
al savings rate increased 129%, 
from 5.6% to 12.8% under Trump. 
But, by April 1, 2024, it had de-
clined to 3.6% under Biden, a -72% 
reduction.

Consumer Price Index: 
Consumer prices rose 7.8% in the 

48 months of the Trump Admin-
istration. In contrast, prices have 
already risen more than twice as 
much, 19.3%, in just 40 months un-
der Biden. More than three-fourths 
of the way through his term, put-
ting it on pace to increase three 
times as much as it did during 
Trump’s full, four-year term. On a 
monthly basis, inflation averaged 
1.9% under Trump, compared to 
5.4% under Biden, thus far.

I would like to thank Joe Cadrin 
of Stuart for his article Poor Judge-
ment or a Compromised Back-
ground? in the Enterprise on June 
19, 2024. It was a great article. If 
you missed it, you should read it.

Pray for our country.
William Salser,
Stuart

Are Biden Agencies His 
New Campaign Tool?

The Committee on 
House Administration 
I serve on is trying to 
protect our elections, 
investigate weakness-
es, and restore elec-
tion integrity and vot-
er confidence in our 
elections.

Last year I intro-
duced H.R. 4460, the 
NO VOTE for Non-Cit-
izens Act, requiring only eligible 
American citizens to participate 
in federal elections. The bill with-
holds some federal dollars that go 
to localities that allow non-citi-
zens to vote in their elections.

Washington, DC and New York 
City are examples where non-citi-
zen voting in local elections is be-
ing advocated.

I was one of six Members of the 
House who voted to send the Safe-
guard American Voter Eligibility 
(SAVE) Act to the full House for 
consideration. This bill prohibits 
non-citizens from voting by re-
quiring states to obtain proof of 
citizenship when registering indi-
viduals to vote.

Further, the Committee ex-
plored the influence of “Zucker-
bucks” on elections, where private 
entities funded voter mobilization 
efforts. An investigation showed 
that Democrat-likely districts 
received 90% of “Zuckerbucks” 
awarded, whereas Republi-
can-likely jurisdictions obtained 
10%.

Last week, the Committee is-
sued subpoenas to fifteen Biden 
Cabinet officials requesting doc-
uments related to a March 2021 
Biden Administration Executive 
Order on Promoting Access to 
Voting.

The subpoenas target officials 
from various federal agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of 
Agriculture and the Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
among others.

According to a Roll Call article, 
Executive Order 14019 instructs 
executive agencies to create stra-
tegic plans to partner with local 
officials:

“to protect and promote the ex-
ercise of the right to vote, elimi-
nate

discrimination and other barri-
ers to voting, and expand access 
to

voter registration and accurate 
election information.”

That statement looks noble on 
its face. And the federal govern-
ment does have a role in protect-
ing the exercise of the right to 
vote, eliminating discrimination 
and voting barriers. But it should 
not have a role in pushing people 
to exercise their rights, or in de-
ciding what is “accurate election 
information.”

Again “accurate election infor-
mation” sounds noble and benign 
on its face. But is it?

I don’t know!
Why don’t we know?
Because the Administration 

will not willingly hand over what 
their agencies are doing under 
Executive Order 14019. This in-
formation was requested in early 
2022. Outside groups have tried 
to get information. But the Biden 
Administration will not tell the 
American people what they are 
doing in regard to voter registra-
tion and “accurate election infor-

mation” under the Order.
One must assume they have 

something to hide.
While I could be wrong, I fear 

that Biden’s phrasing of “accu-
rate election information” really 
means the government is going to 
decide what is misinformation in 
the upcoming Presidential elec-
tion.

We have already seen the gov-
ernment trying to tell us what 
is accurate and what is misin-
formation during COVID-19 and 
currently on the southern border. 
Freedom of the press means free-
dom, not government manipula-
tion or control of non-classified 
information.

While Congress passed the “Mo-
tor Voter” National Voter Regis-
tration Act in 1993, it was limited 
to specific areas but NOT voter 
turnout and “accuracy of informa-
tion.”

In this case, Congress has not 
debated or passed any legisla-
tion delegating specific or explic-
it authority to these executive 
agencies. Particularly, authority 
related to pushing voter turnout 
in various regions and making 
determinations on “election infor-
mation accuracy.”

Any activity by these agencies 
to directly or secretly affect the 
election is wrong.

How can Americans have confi-
dence in their elections if federal 
government agencies are ordered 
by one candidate (Biden) to seem-
ingly use the power of the federal 
government to turn out the people 
they want to vote?

I am a believer that everyone 
should get out to vote. I have 
never failed to vote in an election 
where I was eligible.

It is the role of activists to en-
courage everyone to vote. Govern-
ment agencies, however, should 
not be directly involved in what 
is essentially a campaign activity. 
It is unacceptable for any admin-
istration to use their government 
agencies to push targeted areas to 
go to vote.

Accordingly, I wonder how 
agency plans will affect rural ar-
eas. Are rural areas even consid-
ered in these federal government 
strategic plans? Or are federal 
agency campaigns focused on ur-
ban areas, where more Biden and 
Democrat votes tend to be concen-
trated?

As we saw with “Zuckerbucks”, 
rural areas did not receive a fair 
shake.

Without full disclosure, this 
Biden Executive Order feels to me 
like it serves a similar purpose.

Congress is entitled to answers 
and the Administration must ac-
count for what it is doing with 
taxpayer dollars to perhaps influ-
ence this year’s Presidential elec-
tion.

Call my offices with questions, 
concerns, or comments: Abingdon, 
(276) 525-1405; Christiansburg, 
(540) 381-5671, or via email at 
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/.

Even One Alcoholic Drink 
Effects Brain Mitochondria

If you want to keep your brain 
working well as you age, a new 
study makes the case to eliminate 
alcohol consumption altogether. 
This recent study found that a sin-
gle drink can have lasting effects on 
the cellular function of the brain.

A study published in PNAS sug-
gests that a single alcoholic drink 
can have long-lasting effects on mi-
tochondrial function in brain cells. 
These plastic changes to the brain 
are acute and long lasting. Mito-
chondria, responsible for energy 
production and cellular processes, 
appear to be significantly affected 
by alcohol consumption.

The study, conducted on mice and 
fruit flies, two species often used for 
modeling the human brain, revealed 
that alcohol disrupted the expres-
sion of genes related to mitochon-
drial function, leading to decreased 
energy production and impaired 
cellular metabolism. These changes 
persisted beyond the duration of al-
cohol’s presence in the body. Such 
alcohol-induced mitochondrial dys-
function in brain cells may contrib-
ute to cognitive impairment and the 
development of neurodegenerative 
diseases and, may be a leading con-
tributor to alcohol dependency (i.e. 
The reason why some people get ad-
dicted to alcohol).

Here’s a summary of the function 
of mitochondria:

Mitochondria are like powerhous-
es in our cells.

They produce energy called ATP, 
which cells need to function.

Mitochondria break down food 
molecules to generate this energy.

They also help regulate metabo-
lism and control calcium levels in 
cells.

Additional studies have explored 
the impact of alcohol on mito-
chondrial function in different cell 
types. One study demonstrated 
that chronic alcohol exposure re-
duced mitochondrial function in liv-
er cells, potentially contributing to 
liver damage and disease.

Another study suggested that al-
cohol disrupted mitochondrial dy-
namics in heart muscle cells, which 
could contribute to cardiovascular 
dysfunction associated with exces-
sive drinking.

Together, these studies empha-
size the potential harm of alcohol 
on mitochondrial function in vari-
ous tissues, including the brain, liv-
er, and heart. The findings under-
score the importance of considering 
the long-term effects of alcohol con-
sumption, even in moderation.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Danny Kwon JD. Used by 
permission from www.lifeand-
health.org Courtesy of LifeSpring 
– Resources for Hope and Healing 
Stuart, VA)
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Defenders of Bataan (Part Three) 
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
When we left off last week, it was 

April of 1943: Hayne, Camden, and 
Stanley had reunited at Camp Ca-
banatuan; Hayne was hospitalized 
with beriberi; Camden was working 
burial detail and cutting hair; and 
Stanley was also working burial de-
tail and growing crops in the field. 

Hayne picked up the story again 
on Christmas Day 1943, “The Fili-
pino Red Cross was allowed to fur-
nish us extra food on Christmas 
Day and Stanley, Camden, and I 
sat down to a meal of beans, pea-
nuts, and candy, along with the rice 
the Japanese gave us. We agreed 
that next Christmas, we would be 
at home together in Martinsville. 
We planned the biggest party that 
our imaginations could picture. 
Shortly after Christmas of 1943, 
we ran into Private Ralph Turner, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Turner of 
Stuart. Camden had gone to school 
with Ralph in Patrick County 
during their boyhood days and they 
knew a lot of the same people.” 

Hayne recalled the going away 
party the group had for Ralph 
Turner, “It was March 1944 and 
Ralph was notified that he had been 
accepted for a work detail in Japan. 
We got together and baked a meat-
loaf made from carefully saved Red 
Cross supplies of two cans of corned 
beef and our rice allowance. Ralph 
left Camp Cabanatuan the next 
day for the main Japanese island of 
Honshu.”

Ralph Jefferson Turner, Sr. 
(1922-1990) was born at Buffalo 
Ridge, Virginia to Abram Columbus 
Turner and Allie Walker Turner. 
Ralph was the paternal grandson 
of John Francis Turner and Nancy 
Adeline Nolen Turner and the ma-
ternal grandson of James Lincoln 
Walker and Mary Bowling Walker 
of the Elamsville district of Patrick 
County.

Hayne remembered, “Camden 
and I made five cents per day on 
our work detail, which totaled $1.50 
per month. On the other hand, 2nd 
Lt. Stanley Aaron was drawing 20 
pesos per month, which was about 
$10.00. We pooled our pay with 
Stanley; he gave his $10.00 and 
pooled it with our $1.50 each, for a 
total of $13.00 per month. For this 
amount, we were able to get a lit-
tle extra rice, an occasional egg, 
and some rotten fish now and then. 
When you are eating a cupful of rice 
as a regular meal allotment, any-
thing, even rotten fish tastes good…
as good as any porterhouse steak. 
All of us were in constant hunger, a 
gnawing pain that eats at your very 
soul.” 

Hayne recalls their goodbyes, “In 
June 1944, the Japanese called for 
more men to be sent to Japan for a 
work detail and Camden and I both 
volunteered. Stanley tried to go too, 

but this detail was only carrying 15 
officers and those had already been 
selected. When the list of volun-
teers was sent to the Japanese of-
ficers for approval, they discovered 
Camden Bryant’s name and would 
not allow him to go; they wanted 
him to remain at Cabanatuan to cut 
their hair.”

Camden told Hayne, “Go Hayne. 
You’ll get more food and probably 
get home quicker. They told me 
that they were going to move us all 
out anyhow if the Americans attack 
the Philippines. Stanley and I will 
come along later.” So…Hayne left 
Camden Bryant and 2nd Lt. Stan-
ley Aaron at Camp Cabanatuan; he 
never saw them again. 

On June 20, 1945, Camden Bry-
ant’s family received the following 
telegram: “The International Red 
Cross has transmitted to this gov-
ernment an official list obtained 
from the Japanese government, 
after long delay, of American pris-
oners of war who were lost while 
being transported northward from 
the Philippine Islands on a Japa-
nese ship which was sunk on the 
24th of October 1944. It is with 
deep regret that I inform you that 
your son, Private Camden R. Bry-
ant, Air Corps, was among those 
lost when that sinking occurred, 
and in the absence of any probabili-
ty of survival, must be considered to 
have lost his life. He will be carried 
on the records of the War Depart-
ment as killed in action 24th Octo-
ber 1944. The evidence of his death 
was received the 16th of June 1945, 
the date upon which his pay will 
terminate, and his accounts will be 
closed. The information available 
to the War Department is that the 
vessel sailed from Manila, Philip-
pines on the 11th of October 1944 
with 1,775 prisoners of war aboard. 
On the 24th of October 1944, the 
vessel was sunk by submarine ac-
tion in the South China Sea over 
200 miles from the Chinese coast, 
which was the nearest land. Five 
of the prisoners escaped in a small 
boat and reached the coast. Four 
others have been reported as picked 
up by the Japanese, by whom all 

others aboard were reported lost. 
Absence of detailed information as 
to what happened to other prison-
ers and the known circumstances of 
the incident lead to the conclusion 
that all other prisoners listed by the 
Japanese as aboard the vessel per-
ished. Signed, Major General J. A. 
Ulio.”

Camden Ross Bryant (1916-1944) 
was born to Homer Orlando Bryant 
and Martha Magdaline Via Bryant. 
Camden’s paternal grandfather 
was Reverend Alexander Bryant, 
founder of Fairview and Rock Cas-
tle Church and pastor of Sycamore 
Baptist Church for many years, and 
grandmother, Sarah Jane Ross Bry-
ant. Camden’s maternal grandpar-
ents were Peter Lee Via and Dicey 
Elizabeth King Via from the Dod-
son community of Patrick County.

The following month, on Tuesday, 
July 24th, 1945, 2nd Lt. Stanley 
Reid Aaron’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John R. Aaron, of Starling Avenue, 
Martinsville received a telegram 
from the War Department notifying 
them of their son Stanley’s death, 
which was reported to have taken 
place on the 15th of December 1944. 
Stanley was also killed in action 
in the Pacific Theater while being 
transported aboard a Japanese ves-
sel. He had been struck by shrapnel 
and was mortally wounded. He died 
on a stretcher while being lifted 
aboard a rescue vessel. 

2nd Lt. Reid “Stanley” Aaron 
(1918-1944) was born to John Reid 
Aaron and Jessie Stanley Aaron of 
Martinsville. Stanley was the neph-
ew of Virginia Governor Thomas 
Bahnson Stanley, Sr. and Stanley’s 
brother, Jacob Crockett Aaron mar-
ried Camden Bryant’s sister, Era 
Marie Bryant in 1948.

Private Bryant, an insurance 
salesman in Martinsville and Lieu-
tenant Aaron, a graduate of Mar-
tinsville High School and Virginia 

Military Institute, both had entered 
the service in June 1941. Both men 
were stationed in the Philippines 
when the Japanese bombed Pearl 
Harbor in December 1941; both 
were captured at the fall of Bataan 
in April 1942; both suffered tremen-
dously as POWs for 30 to 32 months 
before both perished in the South 
China Sea. 

Ralph Jefferson Turner, Sr. 
(1922-1990) made it home to Pat-
rick County although he endured 
a great deal from the time of his 
capture at the fall of Corregidor 
until his release from a Japanese 
prisoner of war camp in September 
1945. Turner had suffered burns 
on his head, neck, torso, and upper 
extremities and spent six months 
recovering from his injuries at the 
Newton D. Baker Hospital in Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia.  

Our storyteller, Hayne Dominick, 
Jr. (1920-1995) also made it home 
and next week, we will conclude 
our series with the story of Private 
James W. Trent, who grew up be-
tween Patrick Springs and Critz, 
the son of son of Walter Cole Trent 
and Nannie Virginia Witt Trent, 
the paternal grandson of Abe Trent 
and Nancy Spencer Trent, and the 
maternal grandson of Charles Rich-
ard Witt and Nancy Reynolds Witt 
of the Carter’s Store area of Henry 
County.

Thank you so much to Darlene 
Thielman and Sandy Taylor for 
sharing precious memories of Cam-
den. Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com or 276-
692-9626.

Martinsville Bulletin, 1945-06-20-1

Martinsville Bulletin,1945 -07-24-1

Martinsville Bulletin, 1945-01-27-5

By Russell Gloor, National 
Social Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature 
American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Why is there a 
Social Security Earnings Lim-
it?

Dear Rusty: I try to read your 
article in the Carmichael Times 
each week and appreciate the 
information you provide. I am 
62 and considering my retire-
ment options and when I should 
do that to get the most benefit. 
I understand my full retirement 
age is 67, but what I don’t un-
derstand, and I hope you can an-
swer, is why there is such a thing 
as the Social Security earnings 
limit? I know that if I was to re-
tire before 67, my benefits would 
be reduced. But since I have been 
paying into SS for 45+ years, and 
that money is technically money 
I have earned, why does SS care 
if I make more than the earnings 
limit? It doesn’t affect them or my 
benefits. Can you tell me about 
the reasoning behind the earn-
ings limit? I will, for many years 
after “retiring,” continue work-
ing in my field. Signed: Working 
American

Dear Working American: This 
is a great question and, as a point 

of interest, our parent company, 
the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens (AMAC), advocates 
doing away with Social Securi-
ty’s earnings test which affects 
those collecting benefits before 
reaching their SS full retirement 
age (FRA). In AMAC’s view, it 
discourages people from working 
and, thus, paying Social Security 
taxes on their earnings. It is, after 
all, SS taxes from the earnings of 
working Americans which large-
ly pays for the benefits provided 
to Social Security beneficiaries. 
Eliminating the restriction would 
tend to improve Social Security 
revenue and help ease Social Se-
curity’s current financial stress.

The reasoning behind the earn-
ings test? Well, when Social Se-
curity was first enacted in the 
1930s, the intent was that Social 
Security was for retired workers, 
meant to keep them from pov-
erty in old age. The logic back 
then was that if a person worked 
they didn’t need Social Securi-
ty to sustain them, so those who 
worked could not collect Social 
Security at all. The current rule, 
after many adjustments over the 
years, says that annual earn-
ings for those who collect early 
SS benefits are limited. If each 
year’s earnings limit ($22,320 for 

2024) is exceeded, Social Security 
will take away $1 in benefits for 
every $2 over the limit (FYI, the 
penalty is less severe in the year 
FRA is attained).

Historical accounts suggest that 
the reasoning behind the wording 
in the original Social Security Act 
- that “No person shall receive 
such old-age annuity unless . . . 
he is not employed by another in 
a gainful occupation” - was quite 
controversial, except for the fun-
damental thought that if some-
one worked they didn’t need So-
cial Security. Over the ensuing 
decades the rule has been soft-
ened to provide that only those 
who collect benefits before their 
full retirement age (FRA) would 
have a portion of their SS bene-
fits offset by their work earnings. 
In any case, the earnings test, in 
its mitigated form, still persists 
today. FYI, H.R. 5193 – The Se-
nior Citizens Freedom to Work 
Act was recently introduced in 
Congress proposing to repeal the 
SS earnings test but has not ad-
vanced in the legislative process 
since introduced in August 2023.

In any case, under current 
rules, if you continue working af-
ter your FRA, the earnings test 
will not apply to you. And, if you 
lose any benefits before your FRA 

due to the earnings test, when 
you reach your FRA you’ll get 
time credit for any months that 
benefits were withheld, resulting 
in a somewhat higher monthly 
payment after your full retire-
ment age.

One final point: if you continue 
to work after starting your Social 
Security benefits and your recent 
earnings are higher than any of 
those in the inflation-adjusted 
35 years used to originally cal-
culate your benefit, your entitle-
ment will be recalculated to give 
you credit for those higher recent 
earnings.

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any oth-
er governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.
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Celebrate Agricultural Industry 
during Virginia Agriculture Week

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) encourages the 
public to join in supporting Virginia’s farm-
ers and local economy by purchasing Virginia 
grown and produced agricultural goods from 
the state’s diverse offerings, especially during 
Virginia Agriculture Week, which runs through 
June 29.

“Agriculture is Virginia’s largest private in-
dustry and an economic driver for the state. The 
industry contributes over $82 billion to our econ-
omy, with more than $43 billion in value-added 
impact, and provides over 381,000 jobs through-
out the Commonwealth,” said Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin. “Our farmers work hard to provide the 
food, fiber and fuel we all use every day, and I 
hope this week our communities remember to 
thank their farmers and buy local products.”

According to the USDA National Statistics 
Service data, the Commonwealth is home to ap-
proximately 39,000 farms that cover 7.3 million 
acres. Virginia’s diverse agricultural production 
includes livestock, field crops, fruits, vegetables, 
poultry, dairy, greenhouse and nursery, aqua-

culture, and vineyards. The Commonwealth 
ranks third in the nation for seafood landings 
and leaf tobacco, fifth for apples, sixth for tur-
keys, eighth for peanuts; and ninth for broilers 
measured in head and pounds.

“Virginia farms and agribusinesses are key 
influences in both the state’s ecosystem and 
food supply chain. In addition to contributing to 
Virginia’s economy, agriculture serves as a cat-
alyst for growth and job creation in our rural 
areas,” said Virginia’s Secretary of Agriculture 
and Forestry Matthew Lohr. “Our farmers pro-
vide food and fiber we use every day, as well as 
agritourism, flood mitigation, soil stabilization, 
wildlife habitat, land preservation, recreation, 
and green spaces. I hope all Virginians take the 
opportunity to show appreciation for our local 
agricultural community by thanking farmers 
and choosing Virginia Grown products.”

Scientific and technological advancements 
have fueled greater efficiency in agricultur-
al production. Present-day farmers produce 
enough to feed their family plus the equivalent 
of 155 people around the world, compared to 

less than ten people in the 1930s.
“The Commonwealth’s agricultural industry 

thrives on the innovative practices of Virginia 
farmers. As farmers improve their practices for 
efficiency and quality as well as stewardship of 
our land, water and other natural resources, we 
all benefit,” said VDACS Commissioner Joseph 
Guthrie. “Virginia Agriculture Week is the per-
fect opportunity to celebrate and support the 
local family farm businesses at the heart of so 
many of our communities.”

Consumers can identify locally grown and lo-
cally produced agricultural products by looking 
for Virginia Grown and Virginia’s Finest logos 
on products in grocery stores, specialty stores, 
and farmers markets across the state. These 
products range from produce to meats, snacks, 
sauces, craft beverages and more. Virginia agri-
businesses also produce non-food items such as 
firewood, plants, wool, and more. Consumers 
can visit their local farmers market or roadside 
stand for some of the freshest, best tasting food 
available, or find a local retailer by searching 
www.VirginiaGrown.com.

Farmers brace for drought 
as hot, dry weather persists 

While summer drought condi-
tions are not uncommon in pockets 
of Virginia, farmers statewide are 
expressing concern about the fore-
cast. An ongoing string of hot days 
with low humidity will likely affect 
their crops.

Those abnormally dry drought 
conditions are persistent through-
out the commonwealth, according 
to a recent crop progress report 
from the National Agricultural Sta-
tistic Service’s Virginia Field Office. 
Temperatures are expected to reach 
highs in the upper 90s in the com-
ing weeks.

“We were getting rain, rain, rain 
every weekend,” said Danielle Bap-
pert, regional crop agent for Virgin-
ia Farm Bureau Crop Insurance. 
“Then it just cut off. The farmers I 
talk to are nervous, looking at their 
weather apps, with not a drop of 
rain in sight.”

However, some crops thrive in 
this weather.

“There was a very good first cut-
ting of hay around the state, and 
some farmers have already gotten 
a good-quality second cutting,” not-
ed Robert Harper, Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation grain division 
manager.

Since Virginia’s wheat and hay-
fields received significant rain in 
the spring, they are faring well.

“Everyone is telling me it’s their 
best hay crop in years,” explained 
Bappert. “And it’s ideal for wheat 
to be dry when it’s cut. Last year it 
rained a lot during that time frame, 

which lowers quality. But for most 
farmers, corn and soybeans are the 
big money makers.”

With long summer days, “pho-
tosynthesis is wide open,” Harper 
said. “When water cuts off, it puts 
those crops under stress.”

The lack of rain already has pre-
vented some growers from dou-
ble-cropping—growing two or more 
crops in the same area during a sin-
gle crop year, like planting soybeans 
after harvesting winter wheat.

“Farmers are telling me they are 
not planting them,” Harper said. 
“They are waiting for rain because 
they can’t hammer seed into ground 
that’s hard as a brick!”

The unusual weather may be at-
tributed to the shift from El Niño to 
La Niña.

The summer will bring a climatic 
pattern change, said U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture meteorologist 
Brad Rippey. El Niño is the climate 
phenomenon warming equatorial 
waters in the Pacific.

“The transition has already begun 
to the opposite conditions, known 
as La Niña, with colder-than-nor-
mal waters in the same region,” he 
said. “The shift is coming.”

The climate transition can result 
in “super-dry conditions” followed 
by a highly active hurricane season 
predicted this year, Bappert noted.

VFB has added hurricane cover-
age to its multiple crop insurance 
options. For more information, visit 
vafb.com/insurance/crop.

Surry Community College is offering a North Carolina Real Estate Broker, Pre-Licensing 
course that will meet Monday, Aug. 5, at The Yadkin Center, 1001 College Drive, 
Yadkinville. For questions or to register, contact The Pilot Center at (336) 386-3618.

SCC to offer NC Real Estate 
Broker, Pre-Licensing 

Course on Aug. 5
Surry Community College is of-

fering a North Carolina Real Estate 
Broker, Pre-Licensing course that 
will meet at The Yadkin Center, 
1001 College Drive, Yadkinville.

The course will start on Monday, 
Aug. 5, from 6 to 9 p.m. and will pro-
vide students with the knowledge 
to take the N.C. Provisional Broker 
Exam.

The class will meet in person for 
the first meeting on Monday, August 
5; remainder of the course will meet 
online synchronously. Meetings will 
be Monday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day from 6 to 9 p.m.

For more information and to regis-
ter, contact The Pilot Center at (336) 
386-3618. Tuition for the course is 
$183, plus the cost of the book.

National Farm Dog 
of the Year deadline 
quickly approaching

Australian shepherds, border 
collies, mixed breeds and Great 
Pyrenees are among the many dog 
breeds that help protect livestock 
and property and herd animals for 
farmers.

Dogs who perform those and oth-
er farm tasks exceptionally well 
can be entered into the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s 2025 
Farm Bureau Farm Dog of the 
Year Contest.

Entries must be received by mid-
night on July 12, and judging will 
take place between July 15 and 
Aug. 12.

Now in its seventh year, the con-
test is sponsored by AFBF with 
support from Nestlé Purina Pet-
Care. The annual competition cel-
ebrates farm dogs and the numer-
ous ways they support farmers and 
ranchers. Desired dog traits in-
clude helpfulness to a farmer and 
the farm family, playfulness and 
obedience.

A panel of judges will select the 
Farm Dog of the Year. The grand 
prize winner will receive a $5,000 
cash prize, a year’s supply of Pu-

rina Pro-Plan dog food, and a $500 
travel stipend and two free adult 
registrations to attend the 2025 
AFBF Annual Convention in San 
Antonio, Texas. The 2025 Farm 
Dog of the Year also will be fea-
tured in a professionally produced 
video that will be shown at the con-
vention.

Additionally, the public will be 
invited to vote online for their fa-
vorite dog in the People’s Choice 
Pup contest. The people’s choice 
winner will receive a $2,500 cash 
prize, and a $500 stipend and two 
free adult registrations to the 2025 
AFBF convention.

The contest is open to U.S. resi-
dents who are 18 years or older and 
are a member of Farm Bureau in 
their state of residence. Visit vafb.
com/membership-at-work/mem-
bership/join-now to join Virginia 
Farm Bureau.

View the profile of 2024 Farm 
Dog of the Year grand prize win-
ner, Skippy, and access contest el-
igibility guidelines and submission 
requirements at fb.org/initiative/
farm-dog-of-the-year.

USDA reminds Virginia producers 
to file crop acreage reports

Agricultural producers in Vir-
ginia should make an appoint-
ment with their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office to complete 
crop acreage reports before the ap-
plicable deadline after planting is 
complete.

An acreage report documents 
a crop grown on a farm or ranch, 
its intended use and location. Fil-
ing an accurate and timely acreage 
report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and pre-
vented planted acreage, can pre-
vent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report 
Acreage reporting dates vary by 

crop and by county. Contact your 
local FSA office for a list of acreage 
reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, pro-
ducers need to provide: 

Crop and crop type or variety
Intended crop use
Number of crop acres
Map with approximate crop 

boundaries
Planting date(s)
Planting pattern, when applica-

ble
Producer shares
Irrigation practice(s)
Acreage prevented from plant-

ing, when applicable
Other required information
Acreage Reporting Details 
The following exceptions apply to 

acreage reporting dates: 
If the crop has not been planted 

by the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after 
planting is completed.

If a producer acquires additional 
acreage after the acreage report-

ing date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar 
days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documenta-
tion must be provided to the county 
office. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) policy hold-
ers should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP-covered 
crops is the earlier of the dates list-
ed above or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or crop harvesting begins. 

Farmers.gov Portal 
Producers can access their FSA 

farm records, maps, and common 
land units through the farmers.gov 
customer portal. The portal allows 
producers to export field boundar-
ies as shapefiles and import and 
view other shapefiles, such as pre-
cision agriculture boundaries with-
in farm records mapping.  Produc-
ers can view, print and label their 
maps for acreage reporting pur-
poses. Level 2 eAuthentication or 
login.gov access that is linked to a 
USDA Business Partner customer 
record is required to use the portal.  

Producers can visit farmers.gov/
account to learn more about cre-
ating an account. Producers who 
have authority to act on behalf 
of another customer as a grantee 
via an FSA-211 Power of Attorney 
form, Business Partner Signature 
Authority or as a member of a busi-
ness can now access information 
for the business in the farmers.gov 
portal.  

More Information 
For questions, producers may 

call their FSA county office. To find 
their FSA county office, visit farm-
ers.gov/service-center-locator.  
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FSA seeks nominations for 
local county committees

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for farmers and ranchers to 
serve on local U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committees. 
These committees make important 
decisions about how federal farm 
programs are administered locally. 
All nomination forms for the 2024 
election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA office by 
Aug. 1.   

Elections for committee members 
will occur in certain Local Adminis-
trative Areas (LAA). LAAs are elec-
tive areas for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-county juris-
diction and may include LAAs that 
are focused on an urban or subur-
ban area. 

Customers can locate their LAA 
through a geographic information 
system locator tool available at fsa.
usda.gov/elections and determine if 
their LAA is up for election by con-
tacting their local FSA office. 

Agricultural producers may be 
nominated for candidacy for the 
county committee if they:

Participate or cooperate in a 
USDA program.

Reside in the LAA that is up for 
election this year.

A cooperating producer is some-
one who has provided information 
about their farming or ranching 
operation to FSA, even if they have 
not applied or received program 
benefits.  

Individuals may nominate them-
selves or others and qualifying 
organizations may also nominate 
candidates. USDA encourages mi-
nority, women, urban and begin-
ning farmers or ranchers to nomi-
nate, vote and hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 ded-
icated members of the agricultural 
community serve on FSA county 
committees. The committees are 
made up of three to 11 members 
who serve three-year terms. Com-
mittee members are vital to how 
FSA carries out disaster recovery, 
conservation, commodity and price 
support programs, as well as mak-

ing decisions on county office em-
ployment and other agricultural 
issues.

The 2018 Farm Bill directed 
USDA to form urban county com-
mittees and make other advance-
ments related to urban agriculture, 
including the establishment of the 
Office of Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production. The FSA 
established county committees spe-
cifically focused on urban agricul-
ture that work to encourage and 
promote urban, indoor and other 
emerging agricultural production 
practices. Additionally, the county 
committees may address food ac-
cess, community engagement, sup-
port of local activities to promote 
and encourage community compost 
and food waste reduction. 

Urban committee members are 
nominated and elected to serve by 
local urban producers in the same 
jurisdiction. Urban county com-
mittee members provide outreach 
to ensure urban producers under-
stand USDA programs, serve as the 
voice of other urban producers and 
assist in program implementation 
that support the needs of the grow-
ing urban community.     

The 27 cities with urban county 
committees are listed at fsa.usda.
gov/elections and farmers.gov/ur-
ban. Of these, ten urban county 
committees will hold an inaugural 
election this cycle. 

Producers should contact their 
local FSA office today to register 
and find out how to get involved in 
their county’s election, including 
if their LAA is up for election this 
year. To be considered, a produc-
er must be registered and sign an 
FSA-669A nomination form. This 
form and other information about 
FSA county committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.     

All nomination forms for the 2024 
election must be postmarked or re-
ceived in the local USDA Service 
Center by the Aug.1 deadline. Elec-
tion ballots will be mailed to eligi-
ble voters in November.

Health care among top industries 
reported by initial filers

The 2,325 unemployment insur-
ance weekly initial claims were 
filed during the week ending June 
15, 2024, which is 8.1 percent lower 
than last week’s 2,531 claims and 
6.5 percent lower than the compa-
rable week of last year (2,486), ac-
cording to Virginia Works. Nearly 
82 percent of claimants self-report-
ed an associated industry; of those 
reported, the top five industries (59 
percent) were Health Care and So-
cial Assistance (242); Administra-
tive and Support and Waste Man-
agement (233); Accommodation and 
Food Services (219); Professional, 
Scientific, and Technical Services 
(215); and Retail Trade (158).

Continued weeks claims (16,034) 
were 1.7 percent higher than last 
week (15,761) and were 22.3 per-
cent higher than the comparable 
week of last year (13,107). Nearly 
93 percent of claimants self-re-
ported an associated industry; of 

those reported, the top five indus-
tries (59 percent) were Profession-
al, Scientific, and Technical Ser-
vices (2,413); Administrative and 
Support and Waste Management 
(2,201); Health Care and Social 
Assistance (1,545); Retail Trade 
(1,343); and Accommodation and 
Food Services (1,300).

A person who has already filed 
an initial claim and who has expe-
rienced a week of unemployment 
files a continued claim    to claim 
benefits for that week of unemploy-
ment. On a weekly basis, continued 
claims reflect a good approximation 
of the current number of insured 
unemployed workers filing for UI 
benefits, and are a good indicator 
of labor market conditions. While 
continued claims are not a leading 
indicator, they provide confirm-
ing evidence of the direction of the 
economy.

Inmate indicted in plot 
targeting staff members

A Virginia Department of Cor-
rections (VADOC) inmate is facing 
charges related to soliciting the 
murder of two VADOC corrections 
team members and violations of a 
protective order filed for an employ-
ee’s safety. 

Richard Joseph Bottoms, 49, was 
indicted on two counts of solicit fel-
ony – murder and four counts of 
violation of a protective order by 
a Powhatan County grand jury on 
Wednesday, June 5. 

An indictment is merely an alle-
gation - a grand jury’s determina-
tion that evidence exists to warrant 
a trial.

Bottoms allegedly filed a later-un-
founded Prison Rape Elimination 
Act (PREA) claim against a VADOC 
employee at State Farm Correction-
al Center in June 2023, and contin-
ually harassed the employee follow-
ing the claim. As a result, a court in 
Henrico County issued a protective 
order, prohibiting Bottoms from 
contacting the employee. 

Bottoms allegedly violated the 
court order through third-party 
contact in November 2023, which 
prompted the VADOC Victim Ser-
vices Unit to open an investigation 
that resulted in Bottoms and two 
additional inmates receiving insti-
tutional infractions. 

Following the institutional 
charges, Bottoms allegedly solicited 

another inmate to murder both the 
State Farm CC employee and the 
lead investigator from the Victim 
Services Unit for monetary gain. 
Thankfully, the two VADOC correc-
tions team members were physical-
ly unharmed.  

A trial date has not been set. 
“Harassing members of our cor-

rectional team will not be tolerated 
and our Department will seek pros-
ecution of employee harassment to 
the fullest extent of the law,” said 
VADOC Director Chad Dotson. 
“Corrections employees face diffi-
cult situations every day and do 
so with professionalism and pride. 
They should not face harassment 
and retaliation from inmates at any 
point. I thank Powhatan County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Rob Ce-
rullo and his office for investigating 
this matter and holding this inmate 
accountable for such dangerous ac-
tions.

“Additionally, the Virginia De-
partment of Corrections has a ze-
ro-tolerance policy regarding viola-
tions of the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act,” Director Dotson continued. 
“Making an unfounded claim for re-
taliation, or for any reason, wastes 
valuable investigation time for any 
claims that need to be examined.” 

No further information will be 
provided at this time. 

Job Openings in Va. Up 
Nearly 50,000 in April

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
April 2024 Job Openings and Labor 
Turnover Survey (JOLTS) showed 
that the job openings rate was up a 
full percentage point, according to 
Virginia Works (the Virginia Depart-
ment of Workforce Development and 
Advancement).

According to the BLS JOLTS sur-
vey data and the most recent avail-
able, the number of April 2024 hires 
in Virginia rose by 4,000 over the 
month and up by six percent from 
five years earlier. BLS JOLTS data 
provides information on all the piec-
es that go into the net change in the 
number of jobs. These components 
include job openings, hires, layoffs, 
voluntary quits, and other job sepa-
rations (which includes retirements 
and worker deaths). Putting those 
components together reveals the over-
all change in payroll employment. 
JOLTS data is seasonally adjusted 
and describes conditions on the last 
business day of the month. The cur-
rent month’s data are preliminary 
and the previous month’s data have 
been revised.

On the last business day in April, 
there were 283,000 job openings 
in Virginia, seasonally adjusted, a 
46,000 increase from March’s revised 
figure. The number of U.S. job open-
ings changed little at 8.1 million; this 
measure was down by 1.8 million 
over the year. Job openings decreased 
in health care and social assistance 
(-204,000) and in state and local 
government education (-59,000) but 
increased in private educational ser-
vices (+50,000). The largest decreas-
es in the job openings level occurred 
in California (-81,000), New York 
(-71,000), and Illinois (-65,000). The 
largest increases occurred in Virgin-
ia (+46,000), Arizona (+36,000), and 
Tennessee (+18,000).

In Virginia, the April job openings 
rate was 6.3 percent, up a full point 
from March. The U.S. rate was little 
changed at 4.8 percent in April. The 
largest decreases in job openings 

rates occurred in Illinois, Kansas, and 
Vermont (-0.9 percentage point each). 
Significant increases occurred in Ar-
izona and Virginia (+1.0 point each) 
and in Idaho (+0.8 point).

The number of hires in Virginia 
rose to 172,000 in April, an increase 
of 4,000 over the month and up by 
a similar amount from April 2023. 
JOLTS defines hires as all additions 
to the payroll during the month. The 
number of hires was 37 percent low-
er than the series high of 271,000 
set in June 2020. In April, the num-
ber of U.S. hires was little changed 
at 5.6 million. Hires significantly 
increased in durable goods manufac-
turing (+52,000), but decreased in 
arts, entertainment, and recreation 
(-45,000) and in federal government 
(-8,000). The largest increases in the 
hires level occurred in North Carolina 
(+30,000), Louisiana (+15,000), and 
Oklahoma (+13,000). Large decreases 
occurred in New Jersey (-36,000) and 
Massachusetts (-23,000). In Virginia, 
the 4.1 hires rate was little changed 
from March’s revised 4.0 percent 
rate. The U.S. rate, at 3.6 percent, 
changed little in April. The hires rate 
increased for establishments with 
5,000 or more employees. The largest 
increases in the hires rate occurred in 
Idaho (+1.0 percentage point) and in 
Louisiana and Oklahoma (+0.7 point 
each). The decreases occurred in New 
Jersey (-0.8 point) and Massachusetts 
(-0.6 point).

The Virginia hires-per-job-openings 
(HPJO) ratio fell to 0.61. This was dif-
ferent from nationwide, where hires 
rose as a percentage of openings. This 
measure shows the rate of hiring com-
pared to open jobs and is a proxy for 
time to fill positions. 

In April 2024, there were 0.5 un-
employed per job opening in the Com-
monwealth, compared to nationwide, 
with 0.8 unemployed per job opening 
nationwide. In Virginia, the unem-
ployed per job opening ratio (some-
times called the ‘job seekers ratio’) 
peaked at 4.4 unemployed per job 

opening in February 2010 during the 
Great Recession, while the number of 
unemployed workers per job opening 
stood at 3.2 in April 2020 during the 
height of pandemic employment im-
pacts.

Total separations in Virginia in-
creased by 2,000 to 156,000. Nation-
wide, the number of total separations 
changed little at 5.4 million. Over the 
month, the number of total separa-
tions significantly increased in dura-
ble goods manufacturing (+49,000). 
The largest increases in the total 
separations level occurred in Colora-
do (+48,000), Arizona (+32,000), and 
Louisiana (+18,000). The decreases 
occurred in Massachusetts (-19,000) 
and Idaho (-6,000). The Virginia total 
separations rate edged upward to 3.7 
percent. The U.S. total separations 
rate changed little at 3.4 percent. Sig-
nificant increases in total separations 
rates occurred in Colorado (+1.6 per-
centage points), Arizona (+1.0 point), 
and Louisiana (+0.9 point). The de-
creases occurred in Massachusetts 
(-0.6 point) and New York (-0.4 point).

An estimated 100,000 workers quit 
jobs from Virginia employers in April. 
The number of quits was unchanged 
from March’s revised figure. That 
was little-changed over-the-year and 
little-changed from five years earlier. 
Quits, a component of total separa-
tions, are voluntary separations ini-
tiated by the employee. In April, the 
number of quits nationwide was lit-
tle changed at 3.5 million. The num-
ber of quits decreased in profession-
al and business services (-131,000), 
but increased in other services 
(+67,000), durable goods manufac-
turing (+39,000), and state and local 
government education (+32,000).  The 
largest increases in the quits level 

occurred in Colorado (+38,000), Ohio 
(+22,000), and Arizona (+18,000). A 
significant decrease occurred in Mas-
sachusetts (-14,000). The quits rate in 
the Commonwealth was unchanged 
at 2.4 percent and remained at lev-
els seen over the last two years. The 
U.S. rate was 2.2 percent for the sixth 
month in a row in April. The largest 
increases in quits rates occurred in 
Colorado (+1.3 percentage points) and 
in Louisiana and South Dakota (+0.7 
point each). The decrease occurred in 
Massachusetts (-0.4 point).

The number of layoffs and dis-
charges in Virginia was unchanged 
at 44,000 in April. This was down by 
a quarter over the year, and down by 
twelve percent from five years earli-
er. Layoffs and discharges are coun-
tercyclical, which means that layoffs 
typically increase during economic 
contractions and decrease during 
economic expansions. In April, the 
number of U.S. layoffs and discharg-
es changed little at 1.5 million. The 
number of layoffs and discharges 
significantly decreased in arts, enter-
tainment, and recreation (-37,000). 
The largest decreases in the layoffs 
and discharges level occurred in Flor-
ida (-27,000) and in Michigan and 
New York (-24,000 each). The increas-
es occurred in California (+39,000), 
Connecticut (+10,000), and Maine 
(+3,000).

The Virginia layoffs and discharges 
rate was little changed at one per-
cent, while the U.S. rate was little 
changed at 1.0 percent. The largest 
decreases occurred in North Dakota 
(-0.7 percentage point) and Indiana 
(-0.6 point) as well as in Michigan and 
Oklahoma (-0.5 point each). The in-
creases occurred in Connecticut (+0.6 
point) and California (+0.2 point).
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202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com
Pete Campbell, Manager

Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

“We appreciate the confidence you have 
shown in us for over 60 years.”

Funeral Services, Inc.
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GOT EXTRA CASH? 
See our EARLY SPRING 

SPECIALS

3720 Woolwine Hwy, Rt. 8 N.,Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-3888 • WoodsColdStorage.com

Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply
STIHL SALES & SERVICE

STIHL Power tools are 
ready for Spring Cleanup 

with 
$30.00 to $60.00 Off 

selected models.
WE OFFER SERVICE AFTER THE SALE.

We 
Welcome 

SNAP/EBT

PATRICK COUNTY 
LOCAL GROWN BEEF

 IS BACK!  
Call for availability.

Mr. & Mrs. Dillon
Richard Leon Dillon 

May 15th, 1939 - June 
17th 2024

Kathleen Turn-
er Dillon April 16th, 
1940 - February 21st 
2024

If you ever met Miss 
Kitty, you were forev-
er blessed by her pres-
ence. Her faith and 
love for our savior Je-
sus Christ was beyond 
evident. She enjoyed 
baking her cakes and 
her home style cook-
ing. She always took 
care of her family. 
She enjoyed her yard 
sales. She never met 
a stranger and always 
left you with a smile. 
Her love for her family 
will live on for many 
generations. 

Richard was a good 
man. One who was 
still a kid at heart, es-
pecially if there was a 
remote-controlled car 
around. He loved his 
wife with all his heart 
and thanked the good 
Lord for her. He was 
a proud father, papa 
and great grandpa. On 
weekends you could 

usually find him out 
at yard sales wheeling 
and dealing with the 
best of them, maybe 
even cutting a rug at 
a bluegrass show! He 
liked his NASCAR, 
classic cars and sweet 
tea. 

So, to make a long 
story short, these two 
were a blessing to us 
all. 

This is not goodbye, 
it is simply “Til We 
Meet Again in heaven”

These two love 
birds were married 
for over 65 years and 
are survived by two 
children Rick Dillon, 
Wendy Prillaman,1 
granddaughter Amber 
Brooks and 1 great 
grandson Ezra Brooks.

Bernice Stephens Hopkins
Bernice Stephens 

Hopkins, 91, passed 
away on Friday, June 
21, 2024 at her home. 
She was born March 
21, 1933 to the late 
Roy Stephens and Es-
sie Ora Woodall Ste-
phens. In addition to 
her parents Bernice 
is predeceased by her 
husband Howard Lee 
Hopkins; son, Allen 
Hopkins; sister, Stel-
la Walton; brother, 
Billy Stephens; and 
half-brother, Reo Ste-
phens.

Bernice was a mem-
ber of Unity Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

She is survived by 
her daughters, Ma-
rie Grogan (Norman) 
and Bonnie Coving-
ton (Joe); sons, Lloyd 
Hopkins (Linda), Mike 
Hopkins (Kaye), Ray-

mond Hopkins (Mary 
Anne), Donnie Hop-
kins (Susan), and Ron-
nie Hopkins (Barbara); 
eighteen grand-chil-
dren; twenty-six 
great-grandchildren; 
two great-great-grand-
children; brother-in-
law, Harden Hopkins; 
sister-in-law, Hazel 
Hopkins; and daugh-
ter-in-law, Frances 

Hopkins.
A funeral service will 

be held Tuesday, June 
25, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
at Norris Funeral Ser-
vices Stuart Chapel. 
The visitation will be 
from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 
p.m. prior to the ser-
vice. Pastor Ed Hart-
man and Pastor Curt 
Ashley will be officiat-
ing the service. Burial 
will follow the service 
at Patrick Memorial 
Gardens, Stuart, VA.

In lieu of flowers do-
nations can be made 
to Mountain Valley 
Hospice attention fi-
nance, 105 North 
Crutchfield St., Unit 
2, Dobson, NC 27017 
and Unity Missionary 
Baptist Church Cem-
etery Fund, Ed Hart-
man, 1574 VA/NC Rd., 
Spencer, VA 24165.

Winfred Curtis Stowe
Winfred Curtis 

Stowe, 81, of Ridge-
way, VA passed away 
on Friday, June 21, 
2024, at his home. He 
was born December 25, 
1942, to the late Wil-
liam Curtis Stowe and 
Laura Hopkins Stowe. 

Winfred retired from 
VDOT with forty-two 
years of service.

He is survived by 
his wife, Beverly Ad-
kins Stowe; son, Bar-
ry Stowe (Hortencia 
Traynhan); grand-chil-
dren, Whitney Drap-
er and Lauren Stowe; 

great-grandchildren, 
Mollie Draper and Sa-
vannah Draper; broth-
er, William Junior 
Stowe; and sisters, 
Lillie Mae Lester and 

Shirley Coleman.
He was a devoted 

husband, loving father 
and beloved papa.

The graveside ser-
vice was held Wednes-
day, June 26, 2024, at 
11:00 a.m. at Patrick 
Memorial Gardens, 
Stuart, VA. With Pas-
tor Mark Elkins offici-
ating.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices Martinsville 
Chapel is serving the 
Stowe family. Online 
condolences can be 
made at norrisfuneral.
com.

Report indicates VA public college 
policies can help student parents
Edwin J. Viera
Virginia News Connection
A new report examines how Vir-

ginia public colleges can help stu-
dent parents.

The Urban Institute report reviews 
three policies schools can implement 
so student parents can thrive in col-
lege, and looks at the return on in-
vestment for each one.

The policies were a comprehensive 
student-parent support program, ex-
panded grants, and on-campus child-
care.

Theresa Anderson, principal re-
search associate with the Urban 
Institute, said a comprehensive sup-
port program provides many bene-
fits.

“A lot of time parents need to com-
plete their education efficiently,” 
said Anderson, “because there’s a 
large opportunity cost in going to the 
school - because they’re missing out 
on time with their children, they’re 
missing out on time they could be 
working more.”

Other benefits include helping stu-
dent parents break feelings of isola-
tion. The scholarship and grant pro-
gram helps student parents make 
ends meet while they get their edu-
cation.

On-campus childcare also helps 
student parents enroll, since other 

studies show not having childcare is 
a massive barrier they face.

The comprehensive student-par-
ent support program had the highest 
return on investment of all the poli-
cies studied.

Every dollar invested in it could 
yield almost $6 in tax revenue and 
public-benefit savings. By 2035, this 
could benefit the public by an esti-
mated $1.9 billion.

Anderson said lawmakers can eas-
ily put these policies into action.

“Appropriating resources for stu-
dent-parent support programs on 
college campuses would be very fea-
sible,” said Anderson. “Texas did part 
of this by requiring colleges to estab-
lish student-parent liaison positions 
across the state, but this would be a 
step further where Virginia would be 
a leader in actually setting up pro-
grams across every campus.”

She added increasing the college 
scholarship program would also be 
easy, since it creates a new option for 
parents on an existing program.

For on-campus childcare, Ander-
son cited New York as an example 
- since that state uses Federal Child-
care Development funds, with Gov. 
Kathy Hochul allocating additional 
money.

Support for this reporting was pro-
vided by Lumina Foundation.

Permit Transparency website 
expanded, more user friendly

The Virginia Permit 
Transparency (VPT) 
website, an online re-
source featuring the 
vast majority of permit 
applications considered 
by Virginia agencies, is 
expanded, and now the 
centralized platform 
can be used to track the 
daily status and time-
line of critical steps for 
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia permits. 

Users can search 
permit applications or 
filter results by fields 
such as agency, appli-
cation number, locali-
ty, and more. VPT can 
be accessed at Per-
mits.Virginia.Gov, ac-
cording to Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin who an-
nounced the expansion. 

VPT allows agencies 
to track how long each 
step of the process is 
taking. The Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Quality, which first 
developed the pilot 
program that VPT is 
based on, already has 
reduced its average 
permit processing time 
by over 70% since 2022. 
VPT will enable other 
participating agencies 
to identify opportuni-
ties for improvement 
in permitting time as 

well. 
VPT launched with 

three agencies (Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ), Virgin-
ia Marine Resources 
Commission, and De-
partment of Energy) 
earlier this year. With 
this expansion, it now 
also includes permits 
from the Department 
of Health, Department 
of Transportation, and 
Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation. 
With the new agencies 
added, Virginia citizens 
will now have access to 
more than 100,000 per-
mits issued by these six 
agencies every year. 

With this expansion, 
Virginia is again prov-
ing to be a trendsetter 
in the regulatory mod-
ernization space. No 
other state government 
nor federal agency of-
fers anything nearly 
as comprehensive. The 
DEQ pilot program that 
inspired VPT has won 
several awards, and 
prominent commenta-
tors have praised VPT 
for its accessibility and 

user-friendliness. 
“The expansion of the 

Virginia Permit Trans-
parency website reaf-
firms our ongoing com-
mitment to enhancing 
government transpar-
ency and ensuring it 
serves all Virginians 
effectively,” said Youn-
gkin. “The latest ex-
pansion of the VPT 
website innovates the 
permit application pro-
cess by prioritizing ac-
cessibility and efficien-
cy. It enables agencies 
to monitor the duration 
of each step and identi-
fy opportunities to ex-
pedite the permitting 
process for Virginians.”  

“VPT is a game 
changer for Virginia 
businesses and citizens 
as well as state agen-
cies,” said Director of 
the Office of Regulato-
ry Management Reeve 
Bull. “It brings an un-
precedented level of 
transparency to the 
permitting process and 
is already making life 
much easier for any-
one tracking a Virginia 
permit.” 
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 13

1. Is the book of 2 Thessalo-
nians (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From Song of Solomon 8, 
what is so powerful that many 
waters cannot quench it? 
Hope, Love, Salvation, Peace

3. Which book begins, “God, 
who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time 
past”? Philippians, Titus, Phi-
lemon, Hebrews

4. Thorns and what else 
grew from the ground that 
God cursed after Adam and 
Eve’s sin? Vines, Ivy, Thistles, 

Weeds
5. According to Paul, in hard-

ships, Christians are more 
than _____. Friends, Conquer-
ors, Warriors, Innkeepers

6. From Luke 19, what town 
was home to Zacchaeus? Jer-
icho, Tarsus, Thessalonica, 
Corinth

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Love, 
3) Hebrews, 4) Thistles, 5) 
Conquerors, 6) Jericho

Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s Ca-
sey’s latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” available in 
bookstores and online.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

“Lord, Open Our Eyes” 
2 Kings 6:11-19

By Pastor Thomas Shepherd
Stuart Church of Living Water
There is a war taking place not 

seen with our natural eyes, but it is 
just as real and dangerous. In the 
military one of the greatest advan-
tages in engaging the enemy is the 
element of the surprise attack. This 
tactic has proven effective for ages. 
All we must do is remember Decem-
ber 7, 1941, or September 11. 2001. 
A surprise attack is a strategic ad-
vantage in any battle. That is why 
the military is constantly develop-
ing stealth technology where air-
planes, drones, ships, and subma-
rines are undetectable. Having the 
ability to secretly enter enemy ter-
ritory and launch a surprise attack 
gives one the military advantage. 
I want you to know that there is a 
war taking place all around us that 
is hidden from the physical eye. It 
is a spiritual war, and it is real! 
Far too many Christians fail to be-
lieve this war even exists. There are 
many things that the evil ones will 
launch at us to discourage us in our 
faith journey, things like sickness, 
relational issues, and the like. As 
concerning as this is, I want to re-
mind you of what the Apostle John 
told us, “Greater is he that is in 
you than he who is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). Many Christians believe 
that by being a Christian that life 
will be easy. Yet the truth is, we are 
attacked by Satan and his demons 
with much greater force, because 
he wants us to give up on God. He 
wants to steal our faith and hope. 
Satan has one goal, “to steal, kill, 
and destroy” but Jesus tells us, “I 
have come that they may have life” 
(John 10:10). We have the Armor of 
God (Ephesians 6:10-18), we have 
the Word of God, and we have the 
strategic arsenal of Prayer and 
Fasting to defeat the Devil, that 
great deceiver!

The question is: Are we using 
the resources God has given us to 
overthrow the enemy? The spiritual 
arsenal of Prayer and Fasting un-
leashes the power of God to fight 
for us. And better yet, is when we 
enter this battle together in corpo-
rate prayer and fasting, dressed in 
the full armor of God, and praying 
in one accord for the same purpose.

In our text today from 2 Kings 6, 
we find that the king of Aram (Syr-
ia) was upset because the prophet 
Elisha always was one step ahead.  
Elisha would know his plans and 
let the King of Israel know what 
those plans were. The king of Syria 
sends an army to Dothan to capture 
him. In the morning, when Elisha’s 
servant looks out, he sees the Syri-
an Army surrounding the town and 
he is frightened and fearful as he 
tells Elisha, “Alas, master! What 
shall we do?” (15). In response El-
isha said, “Do not be afraid, for 
there are more with us than there 
are with them” (16). I can imagine 
the servants ‘thoughts, “You’ve got 
to be kidding me! There is an army 
out there and we are only a few in 
number.  We don’t stand a chance!” 

Does Elisha have a panic at-
tack? No! We are told, “Then Eli-
sha prayed, “O Lord, please open 
his eyes that he may see” (17). God 
opened the servants’ eyes and he 
saw “the mountain was full of hors-
es and chariots of fire all around El-
isha” (17). I cannot help but imag-
ine this amazing sight. That is my 
prayer for us, “O Lord, please open 

our eyes that we may see the bat-
tle going on for our very souls. Let 
us know that you are on our side, 
ready to fight for us. “Friends, there 
is indeed a spiritual battle going 
on today. Sadly, many Christians 
today do not even believe in Satan, 
much less his demons or a spiritual 
war. They proclaim to be too smart 
to believe in mysticism, fantasy, 
or superstitions, but the Word of 
God tells us plainly that there is a 
spiritual war. Even though Jesus 
won the final victory Satan knows 
his doom is certain and he wants 
to take as many souls with him as 
possible.

Let’s cover just a few passages 
that speak plainly about this spir-
itual war. In Daniel 10, Daniel saw 
evidence of a spiritual battle. He 
had been fasting and praying for 21 
days when finally, an angel of the 
Lord came. Daniel saw the spiritu-
al realm in a vision and became as 
a dead man. The angel tells Daniel 
that he was delayed 21 days by the 
prince of Persia, so the angel Mi-
chael came to help him.  After the 
angel gives Daniel the message he 
tells him, “I must return to fight 
against the prince of Persia, and 
when I am through with him, the 
prince of Greece will come” (20). 
Jesus said that there are unclean 
spirits “demons” in Luke 11:24–26 
saying, “When the unclean spirit 
has gone out of a person, it wanders 
through waterless regions looking 
for a resting place, but not finding 
any it says, ‘I will return to my 
house from which I came.’ 25 When 
it returns, it finds it swept and put 
in order. 26 Then it goes and brings 
seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they enter and live there, 
and the last state of that person is 
worse than the first.” You cannot get 
any plainer than that! John tells us 
in 1 John 4:1–6 that the spirit of the 
antichrist is already in the world 
and not to trust every spirit but test 
the spirits to see whether they are 
from God. Paul tells us in Ephe-
sians 6:12 that “our struggle is not 
against blood and flesh but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spir-
itual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.”

There must be a great spiritual 
battle going on in Richmond and 
in Washington DC every day.  I 
hope you can see with just these 
few verses that the Word of God 
confirms the reality of this spiritu-
al war! Spiritual war is real, and 
you will be affected by it whether 
you believe it or not! We become 
aware of this spiritual war and see 
into the spiritual realm by seeking 
God through prayer and fasting and 
asking him to open our eyes. What 
God needs from us is for us to be 
prayer warriors. So, pray, fast, and 
pray some more! Elisha prayed for 
his servant’s spiritual eyes to be 
opened and they were, and he saw.  

Have your spiritual eyes been 
open to the reality of Spiritual War? 
Jesus says that if you aren’t with 
Him, you are against him and if you 
are not gathering you are scattering 
(Matt. 12:30). There is no middle 
ground with the Lord, You are ei-
ther for him or against him. Where 
do you stand? The Spiritual War is 
real! Lord, open our eyes so that we 
may see the truth of this Spiritual 
War.

Bembry earns degree
Brandy Lee Bembry of Stuart, 

Virginia, earned her master’s de-
gree in fine art from Radford Uni-
versity May 2024. 

She was also a Graduate Teach-
ing Assistant and Graduate 
Teaching Fellow at Radford Uni-
versity. She was inducted into the 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 
at Radford University as well in 
2024.

Before attending Radford Uni-
versity, she earned her Bache-
lor of Arts from Ferrum College 
in Ferrum, Virginia, majoring in 
Studio Art, business minor and 
was Summa Cum Laude. 
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available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
&Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 

Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation 

now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 

package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call Safe 

Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 

with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-

count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 

www.dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 

Since 1920. Book manu-
script submissions currently 

being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion 

and Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 

1-888-366-7596 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/vapress

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 

no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cov-

erage.
100% U.S. based custom-

er service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-262-5564

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in 
Palm Beach County- 

References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net

Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-
hogging, pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-

229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling 

& repairs, carpentry, 
roofing, siding, painting, 

fencing, tree work & 
more! Contact Nick @ 
276-259-4030 or 757-

621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes 

of lawn mowers. Pick 
up and delivery for a 

reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers 
with free pick up. Call 
276-694-3748. If no 

answer, leave your name 
and number. We’ll call 

you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

For sale
Truck tire. Load-range 
E. 120/116R All Sea-
son. Brand new. $65
Call 276-229-9373 for 

more information

For rent
3-bedroom/2-bath mobile 

home on private lot.
Harwood floor, ceramic 

tiles and fireplace.
No pets. H.U.D. 

approved.
$750/month

Call 276-251-1221 
or 276-692-8715 for 

information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@

vpa.net

FISH/FARMS
Live Fish for stocking 

ponds. Many varieties avail-
able. Delivery to your pond 

or pickup
available. Call Zetts Fish 
Farm &amp; Hatchery for 
information 304-995-9202, 

Cell 304-820-
6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 

Jenkins II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters! FREE 

Estimates! Call 804-739-
8207 for More Details! 

American Made Products!

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now 

before the next power out-
age: 1-844-947-1479 

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

LEGALLegal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0612 0619 0626 0703

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL21000281-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re MICHAEL DEANGELO HAIRSTON

The object of this suit is to:
GIVE NOTICE TO DEFENDANT FOR HEARING AUGUST 26, 
2024 AT 3:00 PM

It is ORDERED that MICHAEL DEANGELO HAIRSTON
appear at the above-named court and protect his interests on or before 
AUGUST 26, 2024.

 JUNE 4, 2024

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

LEGALLegal 3 col x 4-1/4”
0619 0626 0703 0710
  

TRUSTEE SALE
1088 Peters Creek Dr, Stuart, VA 24171

Patrick County
In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $56,193.88, dated July 9, 2002 

recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the Patrick County, Virginia, in Document No. 
020002198, at the request of the holder of the Note, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 W. Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, 
on July 18, 2024 at 12:00 PM the property described in said deed, located at the above address and briefly 
described as:
Lot 4, containing 2.0008 acres, more or less, as shown on a plat of survey titled ‘’J. H. Horton and W. 
E. Edwards and A. A. Edwards”, prepared by J. L. Bolt, LLS, # 1703, dated January 18, 1999, in the 
Current Plat Cabinet of the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, with any 
improvements thereon
Subject to any and all covenants, conditions, restrictions, easements, and all other matters of record 
taking priority over the Deed of Trust, if any, affecting the aforesaid property.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH: A deposit of $20,000.00 or 10% of the sales price, whichever is lower, cash 
or certified check will be required at the time of sale, but no more than $10,000.00 of cash will be accepted, 
with settlement within fifteen (15) days from the date of sale. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation that 
the borrower did not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale which affects the 
validity of the sale, as well as to post-sale confirmation of the status of the loan with the loan servicer in-
cluding, but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered into any repayment agreement, 
reinstated or paid off the loan prior to the sale. In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of his deposit without interest. Additional 
terms may be announced at the time of sale. Pursuant to the Federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, we 
advise you that this firm is a debt collector attempting to collect the indebtedness referred to herein and any 
information we obtain will be used for that purpose.

     SAMUEL I. WHITE, P.c., Substitute Trustee 
This is a communication from a debt collector.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
SAMUEL 1. WHITE, P.C. (88713)
448 Viking Drive Suite 350
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
757-457-1460 - Call Between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
or visit our website at www.siwpc.net 
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1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Weekly Sudoku 
Answers

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Sales, Service, Install
New or Used Rentals

Will Service Other Brands 

https://www.stairliftsadl.com/

Are you 
looking to 
sell or buy 
a home or 

property in 
VA or NC?

Country 
Homes, 

Farms, Land,
Mountain & 
Waterfront 

Property

Broker, Johnny Lambert

Lambert 
Realty

Broker in Virginia 
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646 
or email 

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full  
listings at 

www.uclambertrealty.com

Let Our 
Experience 

Work 
For You.

NEW LOCATION
Now located at 

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093

Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-733-3575

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795
FISH DAY!

IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

Delivery Will Be:
Thurs.,  July 11
Stuart 12:15 - 1:00

@ Wood’s Cold Storage 

Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45 
@ Southern States

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

Enhanced resources will support businesses 
interested in USDA procurement opportunities
The U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) announced re-
source enhancements designed to 
simplify and streamline access to 
contracting information for busi-
nesses interested in selling their 
products and services to USDA. 
These substantial updates in-
clude the addition of new and tar-
geted contracting information on 
USDA.gov, along with improved 
functionality that makes it easier 
for businesses and individuals to 
quickly find and access procure-
ment opportunities, and a portal 
for businesses to share the scope 
of their capabilities with USDA 
more easily.

“Doing business with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture should 
be straightforward, particularly 
for our nation’s small business-
es,” said Agriculture Deputy Sec-
retary Xochitl Torres 

Small. “Unfortunately, research-
ing and identifying relevant pro-
curement opportunities can be 
extremely challenging, confusing, 
and time-consuming. That’s why 
the Biden-Harris Administration 
is announcing new tools and re-
sources that will make it easier to 
contract with the USDA to serve 
American farmers and all of us 
who count on the food they grow.”

Spearheaded by USDA’s Office 
of Contracting and Procurement 
(OCP) in collaboration with the 
Office of Small and Disadvan-
taged Business Utilization (OSD-
BU), these improvements include:

The creation of a new “Con-
tracting with USDA” site that of-
fers information, resources, and 
links for businesses that want to 
contract with USDA, in a helpful 
Q&A format. The site addresses 

commonly asked questions such 
as “What does USDA typically 
buy?”, “What are the most com-
mon ways USDA buys what it 
needs?” and “How do I find cur-
rent opportunities to contract 
with USDA?”

An updated Vendor Capabili-
ty Submission Portal that allows 
suppliers and merchants to sub-
mit their business capabilities 
to USDA via a web form. Portal 
submissions are shared with con-
tracting officers across the De-
partment.

Updates to the previously de-
ployed USDA Procurement Fore-
cast, a tool that assist businesses 
and individuals with identifying 
procurement opportunities with 
USDA. Launched in June 2023, 
the Procurement Forecast now 
has a user-friendly way to search 
and filter procurement opportuni-
ties. Currently, the tool includes 
nearly 6,000 planned contract op-
portunities for Fiscal Year (FY) 
2024.

“USDA has a long history of 
contracting with a wide variety of 
businesses to help us deliver our 
mission to the American people. 
In addition, we have unwaver-
ing support for businesses, large, 
mid-size and small. We hope the 
deployed contracting resources 
will help even more businesses 
navigate the complex process of 
contracting with the federal gov-
ernment,” said Malcom Shorter, 

USDA Assistant Secretary for 
Administration.

In FY 2023, the USDA obligated 
more than $11 billion in 67,000 
contract activities spanning a 
wide variety of industries and 
contract types. In FY 2024, the 
USDA estimates a comparable 
obligation amount and contract 
awards to our industry partners.

USDA purchasing extends well 
beyond agricultural commod-
ities. Last fiscal year, the De-
partment awarded contracts to 
nearly 12,000 businesses from a 
wide range of industries for $4.9 
billion in food, $4.2 billion in ser-
vices, $1.7 billion in Information 
Technology contracts, a half a 
billion in goods, and nearly a half 
billion in construction contracts.

The department strongly sup-
ports procurement initiatives 
that promote equity and remove 
barriers to procurement oppor-
tunities. To encourage growth, 
USDA plans to award 57.5% or 
more of its contract dollars to 
small businesses this year, in-
cluding 27.85% to small, disad-
vantaged businesses. USDA’s 
collective efforts to support small 
businesses garnered an A+ Rat-
ing on the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s FY2023 Small 
Business Procurement Scorecard.

Businesses interested in con-
tracting with USDA can visit 
https://www.usda.gov/da/ocp/con-
tracting for access to these and 

other resources.

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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Meetings

Monday, July 8
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor courtroom of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Thursday, July 11
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Wednesday, July 17
The Stuart Town Office will meet at 7 p.m. in 

the town office.

Events

Friday, June 28
Fairy Stone State Park Events - Moonshine 

Hollow Hike, 10 a.m. at the Visitor Center; 
Fairy Stone Hunt, 12:30 p.m. at Visitors Center; 
Native Plants and Pollinators, 4 p.m. at Shelter 
4; Canoeing with Ghosts, 8 p.m. at the Beach 
Breezeway.

Wayside Community Church will hold a Fri-
day Night Fellowship starting at 6 p.m. The 
cookout starts at 6 p.m. followed by music by 
Two Young Two Old. The guest speaker is Mitch 
Canupp. The church is located at 3520 Wayside 
Road, Stuart.

Saturday, June 29
Poor Farmers’ Farm in Vesta, near Lovers 

Leap, will host a celebration to celebrate 48 
years in vegetable farming and retail business. 
Food will be served from “Joyce’s Country Deli” 
starting at noon. Be sure to put your name in 
a box from 12-2:30 p.m. for a free country quilt 
drawing at 3 p.m. Garry Collins and Bob Ash-
craft will perform on the Front Porch Music 
Stage from 1-3 p.m.

The Patrick County Democratic Committee 
will meet at 11 a.m. at the Patrick County Li-
brary. Business cards, yard signs, and more will 
be available. 

Fairy Stone State Park Events - Old Hickory 
Trail, 10 a.m. at Shelter 4; Fairy Stone Hunt, 
noon at Visitors Center; Turtle Time, 1 p.m. at 
Visitors Center; Fairy Stone Workshop, 2 p.m. 
at Shelter 4; CSI: Creek Scene Investigation, 
4:30 p.m. at Shelter 4; Corn Squeezins, 8 p.m. 
at Amphitheater.

Sunday, June 30
Fairy Stone State Park Events - Moonshine 

Hollow Hike, 10 a.m. at the Visitors Center; 
Fairy Stone Hunt, noon at Visitors Center; 
Moonshine Murders, 2:30 p.m. at Shelter 4; In-
sect Safari, 4 p.m. at Shelter 4; Nature’s Invad-
ers, 5 p.m. at Shelter 4.

Thursday, July 4
The Bluegrass and Old Time Music Competi-

tion will be held at the Vesta Community Center 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If it rains the competition 
will be held on July 5. People are encouraged 
to bring their own lawn chairs. Banjo, fiddle, 
guitar, mandolin, bands, vocals, and flat foot-
ing competitions, with three levels each – chil-
dren, teen, and adult. Everyone is welcome to 
compete, and they must be signed in by 12 p.m. 
There will also be a quilt show by the Mountain 
Top Quilters. Hotdogs, BBQ, lemonade, soft 
drinks, and dessert will be for sale.

Friday, July 5
The community food truck will be at the Wool-

wine Smith River Rescue Squad from 3-4:30 
p.m. 

Monday, July 8 – Wednesday, July 26
Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-

CC) and Verizon will hold a Verizon Innovation 
Learning STEM Achievers Program from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. for rising 6-8th graders. It is free to 
students, and lunch and transportation for the 
Stuart site only will be provided. Those inter-
ested should register by going to https://veri-
zon.nacce.com/registration, or calling or calling 
(276) 656-5461.

Wednesday, July 10
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-

tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. 
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30 
a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 
p.m.

Thursday, July 11
The Patrick County Senior Citizens group 

meets at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at Ro-
tary Field. Entertainment will be provided by 
Philip Adams. Beverages will be provided to all 
attendees, and attendees are requested to bring 
salads and/or desserts to share with the group.

Saturday, July 13
The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club will hold a 

fish fry dinner from 4-7 p.m. at Patrick Springs 
Park. This fundraiser will help raise funds to 
help the club sponsor community service proj-
ects. The meal will include fried fish, beans, 
corn, slaw, hush puppies, a drink, and dessert. 
There will be a dessert auction of pies and cakes 
after the meal.

July 15-19
Start the Party Vacation Bible School at Pat-

rick Springs Pentecostal Holiness Church, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m. nightly. All ages, including adults, 
are invited. 

Friday, July 19
The community food truck will be at the Fairy-

stone VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 20
Mayo Mountain Church will hold Vacation Bi-

ble School from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The seventh annual Rock Castle Reunion 
will be held at 12 p.m. at Woolwine Method-
ist Church. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
old photographs, artifacts, stories, and covered 
dishes. Email Beverly at rockcastlecreek1@
gmail.com or call 276-692-9626 with questions. 

Ongoing

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednesday, 
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. 
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or 
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month 
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista 
Ave in Stuart. New members or volunteers are 
welcome. For more information, call (276) 693-
6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in 
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Hon-
or Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month 
at the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Inter-
ested veterans are welcome to attend.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart 
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The Willis Gap Community Center Members 
Meeting is the first Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. 

The Willis Gap Community Center “ Appala-
chian Acoustic Open Jam” is every Friday, with 
doors opening at 6:00 p.m. for food.  Music and 
Dancing will be from 6:30-9 p.m.

The Willis Gap Community Center “Golden 
Oldies Open Jam” is the last Tuesday in the 
month, with doors opening at 6 p.m. for food; 
music and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

All Positions Available, SALE REP, 
ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper • Cashier • Payroll 
• Customer Service 

• Account Coordinator
• Finance • Business • Marketing

• Admissions Representative
• Office Clerk • Help Desk Assistant

As part of our expansion program, our company 
is looking for part time Work from home Account 
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700 
monthly plus benefits and takes only little of your 
time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs 
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you 
are interested and need more information, 
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com  
for more details.

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

First Lady of Bluegrass Missy Raines 
and her band to perform on June 29

Missy Raines & Allegheny will perform 
as part of the Deep Roots, Many Voices: 
Summer Outdoor Concert Series at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, June 29, in the Blue Ridge Mu-
sic Center’s outdoor amphitheater on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway just south of Galax, 
Va. None of the Above will open the show.

Raines is a bluegrass trailblazer. Her 
passion for varying musical genres has 
taken her on a long and adventurous jour-
ney and has led to numerous lauded col-
laborations in the realms of Americana, 
country, and folk.

Raines is one of The First Ladies of 
Bluegrass — an elite group of women who 
were the first in their categories to win In-
strument of the Year awards from the In-
ternational Bluegrass Music Association 

(IBMA). She has been awarded Bass Play-
er of the Year by IBMA 10 times to date, 
making her the most awarded musician in 
the category.

A West Virginia native, Raines began 
touring professionally as a teenager and 
has performed and recorded with blue-
grass legends such as Josh Graves, Kenny 
Baker, and Jesse McReynolds. She spent 
several years touring with the Americana/
jazz-tinged ensemble, The New Hip, and 
was a member of the bluegrass super-
group Helen Highwater Stringband along 
with Mike Compton, David Grier, and 
Shad Cobb.

Allegheny, her touring band, is named 
for the region of West Virginia where 
Raines grew up. The members are some 

of the brightest young stars in bluegrass 
today with Ben Garnett on guitar, Eli Gil-
bert on banjo, Ellie Hakanson on fiddle, 
and Tristan Scroggins on mandolin.

With a cultivated sound that is tradi-
tional and hard driving at its core, Missy 
Raines & Allegheny celebrate both the 
history and evolution of the “high, lone-
some sound,” walking the fine line be-
tween respect and rebellion.

None of the Above is a five-piece acous-
tic band based in central North Carolina. 
Working with traditional bluegrass in-
strumentation, band members Tim Sands 
(guitar, vocals), Tim Harrison (bass, vo-
cals), Jason Bodenhamer (mandolin, vo-
cals), Jon Cornatzer (banjo, vocals), and 
Lee Cecil (dobro) create a unique sound 

that blends elements from a variety of 
styles including bluegrass, Americana, al-
ternative country, and their own original 
material. None of the Above maintains its 
traditional roots, while drawing on each 
member’s interpretation and contribution 
to arrangements, ultimately producing a 
sound that gives meaning to their name.

Tickets are $25 for adults. Children 
12 and younger are admitted free of 
charge. Advance tickets are available at 
BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org. Tickets can 
be purchased on the evening of the show 
at the admission gates.

Parking opens at 5:15 p.m. and is free. 
The gates open at 5:45 p.m. The concert 
begins at 7 p.m.

None of the Above Missy Raines & Allegheny

Nine probationers earn certification through 
partnership with community college

Probation and Parole districts 
across Virginia continue to provide 
professional development opportu-
nities, reentry resources, and many 
additional means of support to su-
pervisees across the Commonwealth. 

District 43, Tazewell Probation 
and Parole, recently highlighted this 
support for probationers through a 
collaboration with Southwest Vir-
ginia Community College in Cedar 
Bluff. 

Nine probationers walked across 
the stage in June, receiving cer-
tificates for the Heavy Equipment 
Operator program offered through 
Southwest Virginia CC at their 
Southern Gap Transportation and 
Logistics Center. 

The probationers earned their 
certificate for successful completion 
of a seven-week program from the 
National Center for Construction 
Education and Research (NCCER). 
The program includes instruction on 
the operation of backhoes, bulldoz-
ers, excavators, and front-end load-
ers with experienced, professional 
instructors. Successful class com-
pletion also included certification in 
NCCER Core Curriculum, OSHA 

10, first aid/CPR/AED training, In-
termediate Work Zone Safety Flag-
ger training, and solar panel instal-
lation. 

Tuition for the program is avail-
able at no cost for the probationers 
or VADOC, thanks to the partner-
ship with Southwest Virginia CC.  

According to the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, Construction Laborer 
and Helper positions are expected to 
grow 4 percent from 2022 to 2032, 
with more than 151,000 openings 
projected each year over the decade. 
The median annual wage for the po-

sitions was $44,310 in May 2023. 
“This type of partnership should 

be celebrated by all Virginians,” 
said VADOC Director Chad Dotson. 
“Giving supervisees the tools to se-
cure a high-quality job greatly helps 
the reentry process, which increases 
long-term public safety across the 
Commonwealth. I thank Southwest 
Virginia Community College, Dis-
trict 43 Chief Probation and Parole 

Officer Chris Shortt and the entire 
District 43 office, and these proba-
tioners for their willingness to com-
mit to learning new skills.” 

“I want to say a special thank you 
to Jamie Hackney, the dean of work-
force development at Southwest Vir-
ginia Community College, and his 
staff for this partnership,” said Dis-
trict 43 Chief Probation and Parole 
Officer Chris Shortt. “I also have to 
say thank you to District 43 Adult 
Education teacher Rick Blevins, and 
our probation and parole officers 
who worked so hard on this project 
and sometimes even transported 
probationers to class. We’re here to 
make sure supervisees excel.” 

The VADOC’s probation and pa-
role officers enhance public safety by 
helping probationers and parolees 
lead more pro-social lives and assist 
those who have been incarcerated 
to transition back into society after 
release. More information about pro-
bation and parole in Virginia can be 
found on the VADOC website. 
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chase.scarce@spectrummed.com

$45

$25

PERSONAL TRAININGPERSONAL TRAINING

Start a new fitness program
Athelte specific training
Decrease body fat & gain
lean muscle
Assistance with meeting
fitness goals 

PRIVATE
SESSION

GROUP
OF 4+ each

434-793-4711 Opt 2

CORTNEY HERNDON, DPT, CPT
CHASE SCARCE, PTA, CPT
AARON TAYLOR, MS, ATC

Train With

SPECTRUM

MEDICAL

Increase strength, speed, 
& endurance
Screens Offered: FMS, 
OnBaseU Pitching & Hitting,
FCS, and Y-Balance

GROUP OF 
2-3 PEOPLE $35 each

Personal training provided by licensed healthcare
professionals with experience treating all ages 

www.spectrummed.com

For The Full Spectrum Of Other Services - 2 Covenient Locations 
Danville 

109 Bridge Street • 4th Floor
434-793- 4711 

Martinsville 
1075 Spruce Street 

276-790-3233
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Athlete speci�c training 

4 Boating Tips for July Fourth
According to the nationwide TowBoatUS 

on-water towing fleet, the busiest time of the 
year for America’s recreational boat owners 
is, hands down, the Fourth of July holiday pe-
riod, which typically includes some days be-
fore and after the official holiday. It also may 
be the longest time many boaters will spend 
the day on the water at anchor, enjoying fire-
works shows, fishing holes and raft-ups. Are 
they ready?

The BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety 
and Clean Water has four tips to help boaters 
spend America’s birthday safely at anchor.

1. Be anchor smart. Before heading out, is 
your anchoring gear up to snuff? Bitter end 
secured? You may not have used it yet this 
boating season, so be sure all is good to go for 
whatever anchoring arrangement – a picnic 
hook, extra fenders for a raft-up, or shoreside 
tie-up requiring a second line. When arriving 
at your celebration spot and setting anchor, 
ensure you let out enough scope for the depth 
and predicted weather conditions. Show some 
courtesy if things get crowded. On the other 
hand, don’t be that guy who runs into an an-
chorage throwing a wake or who is complete-
ly oblivious to those around him.

2. Avoid CO poisoning. Generators give 
boaters the creature comforts they want. 
However, don’t run the generator if you’ve 
got swimmers in the water at the back of the 
boat – a common place for guests to congre-
gate on floats and pool toys. This is where 
exhaust ports often located, spewing danger-
ous, odorless carbon monoxide.

3. Don’t stress it. It’s a long day on the wa-
ter. Be careful with stressors including noise, 
vibration, sun, wind, waves and other mo-
tion. U.S. Coast Guard research shows that 

four hours of exposure to these can produce a 
kind of fatigue, or “boater’s hypnosis,” which 
slows reaction time almost as much as if you 
were legally drunk. Adding alcohol makes it 
worse.

For your boat, don’t stress your battery 
playing music all day. TowBoatUS reports 
calls to its 24-hour dispatch for battery jump 
services surge – as if on cue – just after the 
firework shows end when boaters want to 
head home.

4. Get home safely. Before departing an an-
chorage, wait to turn on the engine until ev-
eryone is back aboard and the ladder is up. If 
you’re leaving a fireworks show, proceed with 
utmost caution. It’s always better to wait a 
few minutes for everyone to clear out and 
give a chance for wakes to subside before de-
parting. Be patient and, again, give as much 
courtesy as you can. Everyone aboard should 
be acting as a lookout. Never take a shortcut 
home after dark.

Docking, anchoring, or rafting within 20 feet of boats 
running generators or engines increases the chances 
of carbon monoxide poisoning and possibly even death. 
(Photos by Stacey Nedrow-Wigmore/BoatUS)

Boaters will need to have patience during the Fourth of July 
holiday period, especially at launch ramps after fireworks 
shows end, says Boat Owners Association of The United 
States (BoatUS).


