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Solar moratorium draws
support from majority of board

By Taylor Boyd

Jonathan Wood floated the idea
of a solar moratorium at the joint
meeting of the Planning Commis-
sion and Board of Supervisors on
June 18.

Wood, of the Peters Creek Dis-
trict, said he wanted the moratori-
um until the county had an oppor-
tunity to figure out related issues
and its solar ordinance.

“I think it will go a long way. I'm
not saying that I would never, ever
consider doing it, I'm just saying
we need time to stop and think. We
really do because there’s more in-
formation in this packet than we've
seen in a long time. I would real-
ly like to have some time to think
about it, talk to more people in our
districts,” Wood said.

Doug Perry, interim chairman,
and of the Smith River District,
said he supports the idea of the
solar moratorium, but for differ-
ent reasons than most of the other
board members.

“I feel that AEP (Appalachian
Power) is behind on things to in-
clude our broadband, and if they’re
not able to support or build any
project, then why do we need to
move forward and approve projects
that AEP can’t handle,” he asked.

Perry said a moratorium would
give the electric provider ample
time to get caught up on projects
that have already been approved.

“If they’re already behind and we

keep slapping more stuff on top of
them, they just get further behind.
So, if we can just pump the brakes
and put other projects on pause,
that gives AEP time to react, get
the infrastructure in place that’s
needed, so that we can successfully
move forward instead of keep piling
stuff on top of them,” Perry said.

Although some people would pre-
fer a permanent moratorium on so-
lar projects, Perry said that would
be a political issue.

“Whatever politics are floating
around is how well that would
work. We have to plan for the worst
and hope for the best,” he said.

Perry noted he liked the point the
Berkeley Group made during the
meeting while exploring reasons
that the county would produce elec-
tricity for someone else.

“So, how much electricity does
Patrick County use and how much
collectively i1s Patrick County pro-
ducing,” Perry said. “Are we doing
our fair share? Are we putting into
the grid what we're taking out of
the grid?”

Regarding the solar ordinance
that group is working on, Perry said
he would like to see a cap, requiring
the county to not put more into the
grid than it’s using.

Perry also noted there’s a time
and place for everything, including
solar.

“Not every site is good for solar.

(See Moratorium p.3)

New business to provide food,
sweet treats to community

By Taylor Boyd

Hilltop Dough It Alls,
an up-and-coming food
truck business based in
Patrick Springs, hopes
to provide more food op-
tions to the community
as a way of giving back.

The business was
started by Heather Eu-
banks and her husband
Seth Eubanks in May.

Seth Eubanks said |
the plan is to have a
food trailer set up in the
Tractor Supply parking |
lot to serve a variety
of food, including bar-
beque, wings, cold cut
sandwiches, and other
items.

The food trailer is ex-
pected to be up and run-

| —

Heather Eubanks bakes a variety of donuts including
powdered sugar and cinnamon sugar.

In June, before the weather turned so dry, a crew worked at Laurel Hill Park to bale hay.
The park is located at 1091 Ararat Highway, Ararat. While some areas received small
amounts of precipitation, others have not and as a result, some hay fields have had little

new growth. (Photo by Mary Dellenback Hill)

Many Va. farmers
continue to experience
drought conditions

The Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, in coordination
with the Virginia Drought Monitor-
ing Task Force, recently issued a
Drought Advisory Declaration that
included a drought warning advi-
sory for 12 Virginia counties and a
drought watch for 95 counties and
cities. This declaration is intended
to advise Virginians in the affect-
ed areas to prepare for a potential
drought. While recent rainfall has
helped in some areas, it has not al-
leviated conditions for farmers in
many areas across the Common-
wealth.

The Virginia drought declaration
is different from a United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
disaster designation. As conditions
warrant, the USDA may issue a
natural disaster designation for
primary and secondary localities.
A drought or severe drought des-

ignation is initiated by local USDA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices
and approved by the U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture. This type of desig-
nation enables farmers in the pri-
mary affected counties to be eligible
for certain assistance from FSA.
Farmers in the counties and cities
that are contiguous to the primary
drought declaration counties are
also eligible to apply for the same
drought emergency assistance.

This assistance includes FSA
emergency loans. Provided eligibil-
ity requirements are met, the FSA
will assess each emergency loan
application individually and will
consider specific circumstances and
needs. Farmers in eligible localities
have eight months from the date of
the disaster declaration to apply for
emergency loans.

“T have seen the effects of drought

(See Drought p.3)

ning by late August or
early September.

“Along with trying
to do some stuff for the
seasons, SO SNOW Cones,
maybe ice cream, coffee,
hot chocolate, stuff like
that. You know, ‘tis the
season. Kind of keep up
with that,” he said.

Seth KEubanks said
the community response
to the business has been
positive thus far.

“We love” that, “be-
cause kind of talking it
over with my wife and
one of the main reasons
we wanted to do it is
were family oriented,
and we wanted to have
more time with family.
Since we've moved here,
our neighbors and peo-

ple that I've met have
been basically very sup-
portive, very friendly,
very caring,” he said.

Seth Eubanks said
the family isn’t used to
this in a community.
They previously lived
in Hampton Roads, and
moved to Patrick Coun-
ty in 2020.

Since then, Heather
Eubanks said people
in the community have
helped her family out
when they needed it.

“There are not many
food options here unless
you drive the 30 minutes
or so. We just want to
kind of help people out,
give them more places to
eat, and we want to be

want to work as a family
and all of that,” she said.
While they are wait-
ing for the food trailer to
be built and delivered,
Seth Eubanks said he
and his wife are current-
ly only serving donuts.
Currently, Seth Eu-
banks said the business
has more of an order and
meet for pickup style.
Heather Eubanks said
Hilltop will be able to
meet customers primar-
ily in the Stuart area,
Patrick Springs “post
office or Tractor Supply,
just because that’s not
too far from where we
are.
“But like I said, if
someone from Woolwine

family-oriented, so we (See New Business p. 3)

Council schedules public
hearing for property rezoning

By Taylor Boyd

The Stuart Town Council sched-
uled a joint public hearing with the
Town Planning Commission for its
Wednesday, July 17 meeting to con-
sider rezoning a property on Com-
merce Street along with variances
approved by the commission.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons
said the proposed rezoning would
change the property from heavy in-
dustrial to high-density residential.

“Each apartment building would
be 12 units and three-floor apart-
ment buildings, and there would be
six apartment buildings constructed
as part of this project. So, the final
build-out would be 72 total apart-
ments,” he said.

The property was bought by Singh
Brothers Investments, LLC, earlier
this year. It is located between Stu-
art Forest Products and EMI Imag-
ing. The Mayo River Rail Trail goes
through the property.

“We had a Planning Commission
meeting (June 18), and from that
meeting, there was a recommenda-
tion to council from the commission
that they voted on. The commis-
sion approved three variances that
were requested by the architect for
the housing project on Commerce
Street,” Simmons said.

The first variance was to allow a
building height up to 45 feet instead
of 35 feet.

“We actually do have that provision
within the zoning code itself. The sec-
ond was to allow coverage up to 55
percent instead of 40 percent, and the

way that I looked at it, because part
of the lot was within a right of way
easement, they were not able to meet
that zoning requirement outright, so
the planning commission did take
that into consideration and allow
that variance to happen,” he said.

Another variance was to allow a
minimum distance of 10 feet from the
apartment building to the drive

“Basically, 10 feet from the edge of
the building to the parking lot. Where
we require 15 feet per the zoning
code,” Simmons said, adding the sec-
ond recommendation the commission
recommended is for the council to go
forward with the rezoning request
contingent upon final approval of the
construction documents and approv-
al of the building permit, which also
would be required.

Town Attorney Christopher Cor-
bett said the zoning ordinance allows
for variances “simply because it’s al-
ways anticipated that one size does
not fit all, and there are times when
exceptions are necessary and appro-
priate.”

In other matters, the council:

*Approved the May meeting min-
utes as amended.

*Paid the bills.

*Heard an update on public works.

*Heard an update regarding town
policies.

*Discussed the Downtown Revital-
1zation project.

*Discussed dilapidated buildings
in town limits.

Council member Dave Hoback did
not attend the meeting.
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DMYV Select in Stuart
closed July 4-5

The DMV Select office in Stuart day, July 4-5, in observance of Inde-
will be closed on Thursday and Fri-

pendence Day.

Summer safety tips
from the NFPA

With summer upon
us and the 4th of July
holiday just around the
corner, the National
Fire Protection Associ-
ation® (NFPA®) is re-
minding people about
potential electrical haz-
ards that exist in swim-
ming pools and hot
tubs, onboard boats, on
docks and piers, and
in waters surrounding
boats, marinas, and
launch ramps.

While most people
are unaware of electri-
cal dangers posed in
water  environments
such as electric shock
drowning (ESD), each
year people are injured
or killed from these
hazards. ESD can oc-
cur when improperly
installed or maintained
electrical systems with-
in marinas or boat elec-
trical systems result in
electrical current in the
water, which can then
pass through a person’s
body, causing a level of
paralysis that can ul-
timately cause serious
injury or drowning.

“Because ESD is not
well known, NFPA
continues to raise
awareness about the
presence of electrical
hazards in water to
help prevent deaths
and injuries from hap-
pening in pools and wa-
terways,” said Lorraine
Carli, NFPA vice pres-
ident of Outreach &

Advocacy. “Never swim
near a marina, dock, or
boatyard, and have a
qualified electrician in-
spect your boat, swim-
ming pool equipment,
hot tub, and spa before
engaging in any water
activities to ensure all
life-saving  measures
and protection systems
are functioning proper-
ly.”

Following are tips for
swimmers, and boat
and pool owners:

Swimmers

*Never swim near a
marina, dock, or boat-
yard.

*While in a pool or
hot tub look out for
underwater lights that
are not working prop-
erly, flicker, or work
intermittently.

*If you feel a tin-
gling sensation while
in a pool, immediately
stop swimming in the
direction you are head-
ing. Try and swim in
a direction where you
had not felt the tin-
gling. Exit the water
as quickly as possible;
avoid using metal lad-
ders or rails. Touching
metal may increase the
risk of shock.

Boat owners

*Avoid entering the
water when launch-
ing or loading a boat.
These areas can con-
tain stray electrical
currents in the water,
possibly leading to elec-

VFEW Post honored
at convention

Israel Grissom, post quartermaster left, and Donald
Cockram, post commander, right, for VFW Post 7800,
received all State status with the Virginia VFW. The
post received a new hat stating, “Allstate team” and
a certificate at the VFW state VFW convention in

Williamsburg, VA on June 13.
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This young adult female is full of love, energy
and smiles a plenty. She is looking for a family.

This goofy chocolate lab mix is ready for a
new home. He is funny and playful.

Visit the Patrick County Public Animal Shel-
ter’s (PCPAS) Facebook page to view available
pets or call (276) 694-6259 for more informa-
tion. Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/
neuter and a rabies vaccination.

tric shock drowning or
injury from shock, in-
cluding death.

Each year, have the
boat’s electrical system
inspected by a quali-
fied marine electrician
to be sure it meets the
required codes of your
area, including those
set by the American
Boat & Yacht Council.
Make the necessary re-
pairs, if recommended.
Follow the same steps
after any major storm
that affects the boat.

*Check with the ma-
rina owner about the
marina’s electrical
system and whether
it has recently been
inspected to meet the
required codes of your
area, including the Na-
tional Electrical Code®
(NEC®).

*Have ground fault
circuit protection (GFCI
and GFPE) installed on
circuits supplying the
boat; use only portable
GFCIs or shore pow-
er cords (including “Y”
adapters) that bear the
proper listing mark for
marine applications
when using electricity
near water. Test GFCls
monthly.

*NEVER modify the
electrical system on a
boat or shore power to
make something work.
The code-required safe-
ty mechanisms in place
are intended to alert
people if something is
wrong with the boat
and with shore power.
Find a licensed, quali-
fied professional to help
determine the cause of
the problem.

Pool owners

*If you are putting in
a new pool or hot tub,
be sure the wiring is
performed by an elec-
trician experienced in
the special safety re-
quirements for these
types of installations
and that the complet-
ed work 1is inspected by
the authority having
jurisdiction (AHJ).

*Have a qualified
electrician periodically
inspect and — where
necessary — replace or
upgrade the electrical
devices or equipment
that keep your pool
or hot tub electrically
safe. Have the electri-
cian show you how to
turn off all power in
case of an emergency.

*If there are over-
head electrical lines,
make sure they have
proper clearance over
the pool and other
structures, such as a
diving board. If you
have any doubts, con-
tact a qualified electri-
cian or your local utility
company to make sure
power lines are a safe
distance away.

The NFPA has sever-
al resources for swim-
mers, boat, and pool
owners, including vid-
eos, tip sheets, check-
lists, and a new NFPA
Podcast episode, “Haz-
ards in the Water,” that
can be downloaded and
shared. Please visit
nfpa.org/watersafety to
learn more.

Leave Fireworks to the
Professionals, State Fire

Marshal’s

The Virginia Department of Fire
Programs — State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice reminds Virginians ahead of the
Fourth of July holiday to leave fire-
works to the professionals.

In 2023, according to the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission,
there were eight fatalities and an
estimated 9,700 injuries involving
fireworks. Of the eight reported fa-
talities, one was in Virginia.

“Misuse of fireworks can be dead-
ly,” said Billy Hux, State Fire Mar-
shal. “Opt for safety this holiday by
enjoying fireworks at a professional-
ly organized show.”

In general, any firework that ex-
plodes, moves on the ground or in the
air, or shoots a projectile is illegal in
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Many localities prohibit the sale,
possession or use of all fireworks.
The State Fire Marshal’s Office ad-
vises Virginians to check local ordi-
nances as well as the Statewide Fire
Prevention Code prior to purchasing
and utilizing fireworks.

Only “permissible fireworks,” as
defined in the Code of Virginia, can
be legally sold, possessed, or used
within the commonwealth. A list of
permissible fireworks can be viewed
on the VDFP website.

The sale, possession and/or use of
any fireworks not classified as per-
missible is prohibited. Violations
can be prosecuted as a Class I Mis-
demeanor, punishable by a fine not

Office says

to exceed $2,500 and/or up to one (1)
year in jail. Any illegal fireworks can
be confiscated, and you can be sum-
moned by a Fire Marshal or Law En-
forcement Officer.

If consumer fireworks are legal in
your locality and you decide to use
permissible fireworks, please follow
these important safety procedures:

* Keep a bucket of water or a gar-
den hose handy, in case of fire or
other mishap. Soak both spent and
unused fireworks in water for a few
hours before discarding.

* Light fireworks one at a time,
then move quickly away from the
fireworks device.

* Never try to relight or handle
malfunctioning fireworks. Soak
them with water and throw them
away.

* Never place any part of your
body directly over a fireworks device
when lighting the fuse.

* Never point or throw fireworks
(including sparklers) at anyone.

* Consider safe alternatives to
fireworks such as party poppers,
bubbles, silly string, or glow sticks.

The state office will continue con-
ducting firework stand inspections
and will support numerous permit-
ted fireworks displays to ensure the
safety of Virginia residents and vis-
itors.

For firework safety tips and more
information about using fireworks,
visit vafire.com.

Star-Spangled Grilling
and Smoking Food Safety

On July Fourth, the aroma of
barbecue will fill the air as the fes-
tivities bring together family and
friends to celebrate with quint-
essential American cooking pas-
times: grilling and smoking. Food
is the biggest staple when it comes
to celebrating Independence Day,
aside from the fireworks. Whether
you're sizzling burgers on the grill
or slow-cooking ribs in the smok-
er, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Food Safety and
Inspection Service is urging every-
one to take food safety precautions
during food preparations.

“Fourth of July is a great time
to use the grill and smoker to cook
delicious meats and poultry,” said
Under Secretary for Food Safety
Dr. Emilio Esteban. “Whichever
method you use, reduce your risk
of foodborne illness by using a food
thermometer to measure the safe
minimum internal temperature,
and reduce cross-contamination
by using separate utensils for raw
and cooked meat and poultry.”

Here are grilling and smoking
food safety tips to keep in mind
during your celebratory cookout:

Thaw meat or poultry first.
Smoking uses low temperatures to
cook food, and frozen food would
take too long to reach a safe inter-
nal temperature before bacteria
can start to multiply. Frozen foods
can be grilled safely, but they will
take longer and may cook uneven-
ly.

Marinate in the refrigerator.
Marinating tenderizes and flavors
meat and poultry before grilling
and smoking. Always marinate in
the refrigerator and NOT on the
counter. If basting meat and poul-
try during grilling or smoking, and
you want to use some of the mar-

inade as a sauce, you should put
aside a portion of the marinade
that has not been in contact with
the raw meat or poultry. If using
a marinade that has already been
used on raw meat or poultry, boil
first to destroy harmful bacteria.

Keep raw meat and poultry
separate. Use different cutting
boards and utensils for raw meats
and poultry and food that is fully
cooked or is ready to eat to avoid
cross-contamination with bacteria.

Keep the smoker and grill at a
safe temperature. If you are using
a smoker or grill to smoke meats,
you will need two types of ther-
mometers: one for the food to de-
termine safe internal temperature
and an oven-safe thermometer to
monitor that the air temperature
in the smoker or grill stays be-
tween 225 and 300 F throughout
the cooking process.

Cook meats to a safe internal
temperature as measured by a food
thermometer.

Cook all raw beef, pork, lamb and
veal steaks, chops, and roasts to a
minimum internal temperature of
145 F before removing meat from
the heat source. For safety and
quality, allow meat to rest for at
least three minutes before carving
or consuming.

Cook all raw ground beef, pork,
lamb, and veal to an internal tem-
perature of 160 F.

Cook all poultry to a safe mini-
mum internal temperature of 165
F.

If you have food safety questions,
call the USDA Meat and Poultry
Hotline at 1-888-MPHotline (1-
888-674-6854), email MPHotline@
usda.gov or chat live at www.ask.
usda.gov 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern
Time, Monday through Friday.

Student Briefs

Hazard Named to Dean’s List
Hollins University congratulates
Missy Hazard of Stuart on earn-
ing Dean’s List honors during the

orris

Memorial Services
Visit our website for pricing:
WWW.norrismem

spring 2024 semester. To attain
this distinction, students must earn
at least a 3.5 average on a 4.0 grad-
ing scale.

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

orialservices.com
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Moratorium

(cont. from page 1)

What we've approved is out of the way. There’s no
visual vantage point, so people aren’t’ going to see
it. That’s a good balance. We certainly don’t want
to look like fields and fields and fields of solar pan-
els, but at the same time we’re doing our share
that solar will complement other energy sources,”
he said.

Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo River District,
said he believes a moratorium on solar would be
a good 1dea.

“The thing started rolling too fast, and I don’t
think quite enough stuff has been studied on it or
come up with to protect us,” he said.

While the board hasn’t discussed a potential
length of time for a moratorium, Kendrick said he
hopes the board can talk about it at the next meet-
ing.

“It’s going to take time. I'm going to say it’d need
to be at least six months, or a year, or maybe even
longer. Nothing moves fast when you get to fooling
with lawyers and study groups,” Kendrick said,
adding that he knows there could potentially be
lawsuits against the county as a result of a poten-
tial solar moratorium.

“We aren’t flat saying to start with that they
can’t have them. We'd” just use the “moratorium to
study it more and see if we want to change our or-
dinances and all that. If it does come to a lawsuit,
you know that’s what we pay the county attorney
for,” he said.

Jane Fulk, of the Dan River District, said her
concern with the idea of a solar moratorium is how
long it would be in force. At the June 18 meeting,
Fulk said she asked Wood several times how long
he wanted the moratorium to be in place.

“He didn’t answer, which maybe he didn’t have a
number. I agree with him somewhat that we don’t
know enough about what’s going on yet. The oth-
er one (solar project) went through so fast, that I
thought sure we had everything that we wanted in
place,” she said.

Fulk said she also wants clarification on some
issues and more information added into the coun-
ty’s solar ordinance before another solar company
comes into the county.

“So as far as a moratorium, to me means we're

not going to do it for a while, that’s why I kept ask-
ing about how long we wanted to put it out. Be-
cause if Berkley’s working on it, I want to see what
they come up with, and look at it, and see how it
will affect Patrick County,” she said.

From reading about solar companies, Fulk said
she knows whatever energy is generated in Pat-
rick County will not stay here.

“It will go to where there’s greater need, and if
we don’t have the greatest need, then it’s not going
to be us. So, we're going to have solar farms to feed
people far from us, or we might get some of it if we
have the greater need,” she said.

While she is generally against solar, Fulk said
she wants to know a timeline before casting her
vote on a potential moratorium.

“T just want to know how long we’re looking at.
I understood where he (Wood) was coming from,
and 1t sounded like something maybe we should
do,” she said.

Fulk said she also doesn’t know enough about so-
lar farms and would like to have more information.

“T've done a little research on the panels, but I
know there are different panels out there we could
use. Nobody seems to want to say anything about
those,” she said.

Fulk also believes there’s more information that
needs to be brought up that she doesn’t think the
board has yet.

“I know the planning commission tried to get all
that they could get, and when I was on the plan-
ning commission, we really didn’t have enough,
but we could not sit still and let one of the bureau-
cratic agencies, or federal or state agencies, tell us
what to do. We had to do something,” she said.

Steve Marshall, of the Blue Ridge District, said
he believes imposing a solar moratorium denies
the board the opportunity to consider solar projects
on a case-by-case basis.

“This is not balanced governance. One project
might be unfavorable while another might be per-
fectly appropriate to allow. Denying reasonable
projects will cost the county revenue and could very
well expose us to litigation by property owners and
solar companies. We run the additional risk of forc-
ing adverse regulation by the General Assembly,”

Marshall said, adding that he believes a moratori-
um would deny property owners the opportunity to
bring their land use intentions regarding solar at
least to a vote by the board.

“Landowners should be afforded the right to
hear why their project is being denied rather than
public officials hiding behind an outright ban. The
practice represents selective zoning, which I am
not in favor of,” he said.

Marshall said moratoriums likely are not legal
owing to “Virginia being a Dillon Rule state and
the fact that state legislation provides for and re-
quires renewable energy under the Virginia Clean
Economy Act.”

He believes it is likely that should enough coun-
ties decide to impose moratoriums on solar that
the state will be forced to remove siting decisions
from county boards of supervisors.

“This would naturally have to happen in order
to reach the state RPS (Renewable Portfolio Stan-
dards) goals. I do not know where the tipping point
1s on this, but I don’t believe Patrick County should
have a part in removing decisions making from
counties,” he said.

Wood said he brought up the moratorium idea
at the joint meeting because he believes the county
needs a chance to step back and see where it wants
to go, or even if it wants to go with solar in the
county.

“You're looking at a 40-year investment mini-
mum, you know,” he said. “We want to make sure
we have everything so that it benefits the county
and the county residents, and not just a few peo-
ple.”

As for the length of time of a moratorium, Wood
1s unsure.

“T think we need to do at least six months or a
year to start with, to see what we can come up
with as far as a solar ordinance that makes Patrick
County a better place to live, or still a good place to
live and raise a family,” he said.

Regarding potential lawsuits resulting from an
enacted moratorium, Wood said he believes coun-
ty residents, including himself, don’t mind if the
county has to fight to do what’s best in the long
run.

Drought

(cont. from page 1)

on our Commonwealth and the impacts it has
on our agricultural producers firsthand. This
marks the second consecutive year that we've
experienced drought conditions across much of
Virginia with over 60 localities in Virginia re-
ceiving a USDA disaster designation last year,”
said Gov. Glenn Youngkin. “While we look for-
ward to future rainfall, I want our farmers to
know that Virginia stands with them. There are
government resources available to assist farm-
ers if we do not receive significant rainfall to
help the Commonwealth’s crops.”

“Droughts can severely impact agriculture
by reducing crop and forage yields, and lead to
additional cost for feed, watering, and destock-
ing livestock. Droughts also increase mortality
and reduce growth in our forest and increase

New Business

4

the risks of forest fires,” said Secretary of Ag-
riculture and Forestry Matthew Lohr. “We can
all take steps to help our farmers by conserv-
ing water and buying local. We can also help
protect our forests by adhering to burn bans,
putting out campfires, and taking precautions
when using fireworks.”

In addition to the USDA disaster designation,
the federal agency has a variety of other pro-
grams to assist farmers who may suffer from
natural disasters. USDA’s Risk Management
Agency works closely with approved insurance
providers, who sell and service crop insurance
that can provide aid in loss adjustment and
prompt claims payments.

Producers should consider risk management
coverage or participate in the USDA’s Non-

insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP). Contact your local USDA Farm Service
Center to obtain coverage information and to
learn about other disaster assistance programs.

Virginia Cooperative Extension has many
resources to help before, during and after
emergency situations. Farmers should contact
their local extension office to access valuable
research-based information that may improve
the drought resiliency of their operation.

For farmers who may need to sell or buy ex-
cess hay due to drought conditions, VDACS
hosts a Hay Clearing House through its Divi-
sion of Marketing. For additional information
on hay, please visit www.vdacs.virginia.gov/
markets-and-finance-market-news-hay-feed.
shtml.

(cont. from page 1)

wants to come, Walmart would be closer, so they
don’t have to come further down or whatever the
case 1s,” she said.

Heather Eubanks, who is also a stay-at-home
mother of three children, said she loves baking do-
nuts for people to enjoy.

“It gives me something else to do. Of course,” my
children are “all about donuts, too. I love it, I love
getting the donuts ready, and I can’t wait for the
food trailer,” she said.

Hilltop sells a variety of donuts including pow-
dered sugar, cinnamon sugar, glazed, chocolate
glazed, as well as a variety of specialty donuts like
Reese’s, cookies and cream, cinnamon toast crunch,

“She’s currently working on other types like glu-
ten-free and filled donuts,” Seth Eubanks said,
adding they also will try to offer holiday specialty
donuts.

Those interested in ordering donuts can contact
Hilltop by calling (276) 694-9609, or via email at
hopptomfam2020@gmail.com or Facebook messen-
ger.

For more information, visit Facebook.com/Hill-
topDoughltAlls.
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Busy morning making donuts!

For more information, go to Facebook.com/HilltopDoughltAlls.

Opportunities expanded for specialty crop
orowers to help offset safety expenses

The Food Safety Certification for Specialty
Crops (FSCSC) program was expanded and now
includes medium-sized businesses in addition to
small businesses. Eligible specialty crop grow-
ers can apply for assistance for expenses related
to obtaining or renewing a food safety certifica-
tion. The program has also been expanded to
include assistance for 2024 and 2025 expens-
es. Producers can apply for assistance on their
calendar year 2024 expenses beginning July 1,
2024, through Jan. 31, 2025. For program year
2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025,
through Jan. 31, 2026.

The FSCSC assists specialty crop operations
that incurred eligible on-farm food safety cer-
tification and expenses related to obtaining or
renewing a food safety. FSCSC covers a percent-

age of the specialty crop operation’s cost of ob-
taining or renewing its certification, as well as a
portion of related expenses.

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty
crop operation; meet the definition of a small or
medium-size business and have paid eligible ex-
penses related to certification.

A small business has an average annual mon-
etary value of specialty crops sold by the appli-
cant during the three-year period preceding the
program year of no more than $500,000.

A medium size business has an average annu-
al monetary value of specialty crops the appli-
cant sold during the three-year period preced-
ing the program year of at least $500,001 but no
more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the fol-

lowing cost assistance:

*Developing a food safety plan for first-time
food safety certification.

*Maintaining or updating an existing food
safety plan.

*Food safety certification.

*Certification upload fees.

*Microbiological testing for products,
amendments and water.

*Training.

Payments are calculated separately for each
eligible cost category. Details about payment
rates and limitations are available at farmers.
gov/food-safety.

Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for addition-
al program details, eligibility information and
forms needed to apply.

soil
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Independence and the Ninth District

A newsletter from 2017

entitled “Independence
and Southwest Virginia”
was one of my favorites.
Many of you have told me
over the years it was a fa-
vorite of yours too.
Because of redistrict-
ing, the Ninth District

Morgan
Griffith

A
o

Representative

has added some commu-

nities and lost some com-
munities. So, I thought it
might be of interest to review locations
in the Ninth District named for influ-
ential figures during the American
Revolution era.

On July 4, we celebrate Indepen-
dence Day, the anniversary of when
fifty-six men pledged “[their] Lives,
[their] Fortunes and [their] sacred
Honor” by adopting the Declaration
of Independence. We honor them on
Independence Day, but in Southwest
Virginia, their legacies can be found
every day. One can simply look at a
map to find them.

Three of the counties contained in
the Ninth Congressional District are
named after signers of the Declara-
tion. Wythe County is named after
George Wythe, who taught Thomas
Jefferson law. His name appears first
among Virginia’s signatures.

Carroll County’s namesake, Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, represented
Maryland. He was the only Roman
Catholic signer and the last survivor
among the fifty-six, living until 1832.

In 1785, Virginia gave birth to
Franklin County. Honoring one of the
most famous Founding Fathers, Ben-
jamin Franklin was a renowned intel-
lectual respected in the United States
and the Western World.

The Declaration was a big step, but
some had demanded independence be-
fore 1776. One of the boldest was Pat-
rick Henry, who famously declared be-
fore the Second Virginia Convention,
“Give me liberty or give me death!” He
has two county names honoring him:
Patrick and Henry. For a time, Henry
resided in Leatherwood, Henry Coun-
ty.

To make independence real, it
needed more than the Declaration. It
needed individuals who were willing
to fight and, if necessary, die for the
cause. Two such patriots are honored
in our area by county names. Richard
Montgomery led the invasion of Can-
ada and died at the Battle of Quebec
in 1775.

Casimir Pulaski was a Polish count.
Like the French-born Marquis de La-
fayette and the Prussian Baron von
Steuben, Pulaski was a European no-
bleman who was drawn to the Amer-
ican cause. As he wrote to George
Washington, “I came here, where free-
dom is being defended, to serve it, and
to live or die for it.” Pulaski fell at the
Battle of Savannah in 1779.

William Grayson also fought in the
war, serving as an aide to Washing-
ton and rising to colonel, but he sur-
vived the war to become one of Virgin-

ia’s first U.S. senators, and now has
Grayson County named in his mem-
ory.

Furthermore, the City of Martins-
ville was founded by Brigadier Gen-
eral Joseph Martin who contributed
to American Revolutionary battles at
Kings Mountain and Cowpens.

Russell County was named for Wil-
liam Russell, but which one, the father
or the son? Both were soldiers of the
Revolution. The elder Russell’s ser-
vice included Point Pleasant, when
frontiersmen led by Andrew Lewis de-
feated Shawnee Chief Cornstalk and
helped clear the way for Daniel Boone
and others to settle beyond the Appa-
lachians.

William Russell’s son was one of
the Overmountain Men, frontiersmen
who rallied from hundreds of miles
away to fight the British. Their vic-
tory at Kings Mountain helped turn
the tide of the war in the South. The
Abingdon Muster Grounds, where 400
of the militiamen began their journey,
marks the northern trailhead of the
Overmountain Victory National His-
toric Trail.

Then there is Washington County.
George Washington led the Continen-
tal Army to victory against the power-
ful British Empire. That victory led to
a sense of liberty in the colonies and
in 1782, the Village of Liberty (now
known as the Town of Bedford) was
formed.

Later, Washington served as presi-
dent of the Constitutional Convention
and subsequently as our first presi-
dent under the new Constitution. Af-
ter two terms, he returned home. Tru-
ly, Washington was:

“First in war, first in peace, and first
in the hearts of his countrymen.”

That description came from Wash-
ington’s colleague Henry “Light-Horse
Harry” Lee, who, sure enough, is the
namesake of Lee County.

In Southwest Virginia, we are proud
of our patriotic heritage. The names of
the fifty-six signers of the Declaration,
the other statesmen who worked for
independence, and the soldiers who
fought for it hold an honored place in
our memory. But their legacy consists
of more than names in history books or
on maps. It is found in our democrat-
ic republic, in the freedoms we enjoy,
and the great nation we have become.

Call my offices with questions, con-
cerns, or comments: Abingdon, (276)
525-1405; Christiansburg, (540) 381-
5671, or via email at https:/morgan-
griffith.house.gov/.

Pilson named
Teacher of the Year

Amber Pilson, an educator at
Woolwine Elementary School,
was awarded the VFW District
5 Teacher of the Year award at

VFW Post 7800. She is pictured
receiving the honor last week from
Donald Cockram, VFW Post 7800
commander.

Historical Society to host “Half
Penny” author Ron Spencer

At 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 14,
Ronald Spencer will discuss his re-
cently published book, “Half Penny:
You Can Make It If That’s All You've
Got,” at Patrick County Historical
Museum in Stuart. Although he lives
in Richmond now, Spencer was born
and raised in Patrick County and has
many relatives yet living here.

Spencer, a well-known authority on
health care, is a registered nurse who
has worked in Veterans’ hospitals and
has taught nursing classes himself.
Impressively, Ron has served on state-
wide health advisory boards under
four different Virginia governors.

Spencer’s book is part memoir and
part family history but mostly an
authentic “down to earth” tale of his
life growing up in mostly segregated,
1960s-era Patrick County. Despite the
tragedies of losing his

father, who died relatively young
from black lung disease, and then
the death of his stepfather to whom
he had grown close also, Spencer sur-
vived and prospered.

He attributes his success in life very
much to his faith but to his family and
to some supportive teachers/mentors
as well. He candidly admits to having
experienced problems with alcohol ad-
diction and, to a lesser extent, other
drug use while dealing with attention
deficit disorder (ADD) also. The added
impediments to his success were prej-

udice, racism, and the poverty experi-
enced as he was growing up in a single
parent family with seven siblings.
Anyone who lived in rural Patrick
County in the latter half of the 20th
century will relate to many of the
things he talks about in his book.
Many will recall the names of people
he encountered too, such as long serv-
ing and dedicated physician, Edwin T.
McNamee. “Dr. Mac,” as he was called,
helped establish the local hospital
(now defunct, sadly) and was perhaps
the last local physician to make “house
calls.” An early Black school adminis-
trator, Fred Brim, is mentioned also,
though definitely not as one of
Spencer’s “mentors,” to say the least.
Like many before him, young Ron-
ald “escaped” some of the impediments
he had encountered locally when he
enlisted in the US Navy as he was just
completing high school. The discipline
of the military life proved helpful in
later life, but he had plans for some-
thing other than being a career soldier.
In short, Spencer has led a very in-
teresting life and will share some of
his personal stories with hopes of en-
couraging other folks to record their
own family histories as well. Light
refreshments will follow the talk and
copies of his book should be available
for sale. For more information, call the
museum at (276)694-2840.

Agriculture organizations,
farmers urge farm bill passage

Agricultural organizations and
farmers are urging bipartisan support
for a new farm bill tied up in Congress
as the September expiration date
looms.

After Congress issued a one-year ex-
tension of the 2018 Farm Bill late last
year, some progress has been made to-
ward a new farm bill. But intense ne-
gotiations continue around the com-
prehensive legislation that sets policy
for an array of vital programs that
ensure the security of the nation’s ag-
riculture sector and food supply.

Earlier this spring, the U.S. House
of Representatives’ version of the
farm bill passed out of the House Ag-
riculture Committee after a 13-hour
markup session. The bill is awaiting
a floor vote. More recently, Senate Ag-
riculture Committee Chair Sen. Deb-
bie Stabenow, D-Mich., and ranking
member Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark.,
both released their outlines for the
new legislation.

“This 1s encouraging progress in the
Senate, but there is much work to be
done,” said American Farm Bureau
Federation President Zippy Duvall.
“There are stark differences between
the two outlines, and we urge chair-
woman Stabenow and ranking mem-
ber Boozman to find common ground
on the important issues that farmers
and ranchers face.”

After the pandemic and result-
ing economic turmoil of the past few
years, farmers are grappling with
inflation, increased supply costs and
volatile markets. A modernized farm
bill that improves and expands crop
insurance, subsidies and investments
in crop programs can address the new
economic environment and help farm-
ers weather challenges.

“We urge the Senate Agriculture

Committee to use these outlines to
draft a bipartisan farm bill that up-
dates the farm safety net and makes
crop insurance more accessible, and to
schedule a committee markup soon,”
Duvall continued. “The farm bill ben-
efits every family in America. They're
relying on Congress to get the job
done.”

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
also is urging passage of the farm
bill. “The future of American farming
depends on investment in the next
generation, and support for existing
operations through vital farm bill
programs,” said Ben Rowe, VFBF na-
tional affairs coordinator. “We urge
Congress to take action to support
farmers across the country by passing
a bipartisan farm bill this year. Farm-
ers cannot afford continued delays by
Congress.”

Earlier this month, young farm-
ers testified in Congress before the
Senate Agriculture Subcommittee on
Commodities, Risk Management and
Trade to emphasize the importance of
passing an updated farm bill.

Their testimony outlined unique
challenges young and beginning farm-
ers face and how the farm bill ensures
success of future generations. The leg-
islation includes tools and resources
to help these farmers get established
in agriculture—including access to af-
fordable credit and risk management
programs like Dairy Margin Cover-
age.

Additionally, the farm bill includes
funding and support for conservation
programs and sustainable farming
practices. The farm bill also encom-
passes nutrition programs, like the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, which ensures healthy food
access for low-income families.

'

July 7: Tool Sharpening Available & Rise & Shine Vendors
July 7: 6pm First Friday Summer Jam Series Concert
July 14: Fresh Fruits, Vegetables, Meats & Eggs
July 21: Storytime with Sam from the Library at 10am

July 28: Monthly Master Gardeners Program
& Blood Pressure Checks

Open every Friday with locally grown Fruits & Vegetables, Meats,
Baked Items, Eggs, Crafts & More

Check us out on Facebook for up to date information
Stuart Farmers Market

N\

JULY
MARKET
EVENTS

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm
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Patrick Pioneers

Defenders of Bataan (Part Four)

By Beverly Belcher Woody

For the past three weeks, we have followed the
lives of local heroes Private Camden Bryant, 2nd Lit.
Stanley Aaron, Private Hayne Dominick, Jr., and Pri-
vate Ralph Jefferson Turner, Sr. as they were forced
to leave the Philippines, endure the Bataan Death
March, and nearly three years in Japanese prisoner
of war camps. We will conclude the series this week
with the story of another local hero, James Walter
Trent.

Private James W. Trent grew up between Patrick
Springs and Critz, the son of Walter Cole Trent and
Nannie Virginia Witt Trent, the paternal grandson
of Abe Trent and Nancy Spencer Trent, and the ma-
ternal grandson of Charles Richard Witt and Nancy
Reynolds Witt of the Carter’s Store area of Henry
County.

Hayne Dominick, dJr. recorded Private James
Trent’s story and Trent allowed him to share it.
Hayne, “Trent left the United States on October 23,
1941, with the 803rd Engineers, and he fought on
Bataan at the same place where Camden Bryant and
I were stationed. We were all at Agaloma Point during
that 14-day battle, though we did not know Trent at
the time and were not to know him for some time yet.
Trent was assistant squad leader of a squad of ten
men that went through some of the fiercest fighting at
Agaloma, and he was one of only three of the ten men
who survived in the jungle.”

“During the height of the battle, Trent’s outfit went
three days and nights without food, sleep, or water.
Some of the men were forced to drink the water from
their machine guns and it made them very ill. Trent
and the other survivors were withdrawn in February
to Corregidor where they hoped to hold out under
General Jonathan Wainwright, but they were forced
to surrender on May 7th, 1942.”

The following part of this story is in James Trent’s
words, retold to Hayne Dominick, Jr. and Kay
Thompson. “One day I was assigned to dig a latrine
at Camp Cabanatuan. One of the fellows next to me
was talking about Virginia and he asked if I recalled
the song, “The Trail of the Lonesome Pine? He began
talking about the pretty pine trees on the Blue Ridge
Mountains. One of the other boys was talking about
Virginia and asked me where I was from and he told
me he was from Martinsville, Virginia. I thought that
T had recognized him and sure enough I did. His name
was Camden Bryant.”

Hayne picks up the story, “Trent said he remem-
bered Camden’s face, having seen him once or twice
when Camden was working for Joyce’s Barber Shop.
Camden brought Trent around to see me, and then
they looked up Ralph Turner from Patrick County,
and I introduced Trent to Stanley Aaron. We became
great friends, all of us.”

Hayne recounts what James Trent shared with
him, “The Japanese caught a starving Trent stealing
a pepper from the garden. The Japanese took him into
camp, placed him where most of the Americans could
watch, and each of the 25 guards on duty struck him
five times each with their rifle butts. The guards took
the rifles by the barrels and swung them like baseball
bats, with 125 blows knocking him into insensibility.
Before they administered the beating, they forced
Trent to stand for four hours, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon,
in the glaring sunlight with his hands outstretched
above his head. When his strength failed and his

James Walter Trent (from Maude Skinnell and Katy Trent)

hands fell, a Japanese guard would walk up to him
and slap his face until his hands reached heavenward
again. After the beating, the Japanese locked Trent
in the guardhouse for 14 days. After his release, the
Japanese guards gave Trent .68 cents and told him to
buy himself some peppers.”

Trent shared another horrific event with Hayne
and Kay Thompson, “One day, some of the Japanese
guards came into the garden and saw where some
pumpkins had been cut off the vines. Some other Jap-
anese had taken the pumpkins, but they blamed us.
They found two pumpkins as big as water buckets,
handed them to me and another fellow, made us climb
aboard a log, and forced us to hold those pumpkins
for 16 solid hours. We were forced to hold them over
our heads for 30 minutes, then we could hold them in
cupped arms for another 30 minutes. After that, we
were allowed to rest for 30 minutes, still standing on
the log, until the process started over again. I believe
this was the hardest thing that I ever had to do.”

Trent was moved to Ashio, a copper mining town
60 miles north of Tokyo, where he worked for five
months, before being sent to Shinegowa hospital, a
Japanese “guinea pig” station in Tokyo. He was sent
to the hospital because he was injured in a mine cave-
in and was also suffering from beri-beri. Trent and a
number of American boys endured different medical
experiments. In Trent’s case, Vitamin C was injected
into his spinal fluid every other day. Trent stated, “It
was a miserable life. I thought that I would die each
day, but all I could do was lie there and suffer from
those shots. A lot of the Americans did die from the
experiments, and that made us worry even more.”
Trent lost 70 pounds in three months; next came the
B-29 bombing raids. On one occasion, three bombs
struck the camp where Trent was hospitalized. Pri-
vate James Walter Trent was finally liberated on Au-
gust 29th, 1945. Trent was sent to Woodrow Wilson
Hospital in Staunton, Virginia where he underwent
treatment for the horrible beatings he endured, the
diminishing eyesight from the lack of vitamins, and

*

Presumed Missing

HAYNE W. DOMINICK, JR.

Martinsville Bulletin, May 20, 1942

beri-beri in his legs. Trent returned to Patrick Coun-
ty, married, and had four children. James W. Trent
died at the very young age of 44 and was buried at
Roselawn Cemetery.

Hayne Dominick, Jr. was promoted to Sergeant,
married a Patrick County girl, Miss Betty Ruth Critz,
and became a successful businessman in Martinsville,
Virginia. He passed away in 1995 at the age of 75 and
was buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Martinsville.

After recovering from extremely bad burns, Ralph
Jefferson Turner, Sr. returned to Patrick County
where he married and had several children. Ralph
passed away in 1990 at the age of 68 and is buried at
Sycamore Baptist Church Cemetery in Buffalo Ridge/
Woolwine.

28-year-old Private Camden Bryant’s and 26-year-
old 2nd Lt. Stanley Aaron’s remains lie in the South
China Sea where their two separate prisoner of war
ships went down. Bryant’s family erected a memorial
stone for Camden at Roselawn Cemetery and Aaron’s
family placed a memorial stone for Stanley at Oak-
wood Cemetery.

A poem by Susan Helene Kramer seems to say it
best....

Freedom’s Call

We show our thankfulness in prayer

This honor you deserve

Giving all for freedom’s call

That we may live without reserve.

Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreek1@gmail.
com or (276) 692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm of
the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty — Grieving Husband Asks About
His Survivor Benefits

Dear Rusty: My wife died May 4, 2024. I notified
Social Security, and they have removed the direct
deposit made to my joint checking account on May
8, 2024. What are my options now for obtaining any
benefits from my wife’s Social Security account?
Signed: Grieving Husband

Dear Grieving Husband: Please accept our
sincere condolences for the loss of your wife. Rest
assured that we're here to assist with any Social Se-
curity questions you may have at this difficult time.

FYI, a person must live the entire month to be el-
igible for SS benefits for that month (Social Securi-
ty benefits aren’t paid for the month a person dies).
For this reason, and as a matter of standard pro-
tocol, Social Security instructed the bank to return
any payments received for your wife after her death.
This is often referred to as the “claw back” rule.

In some circumstances, however, Social Security
“claws back” money which rightfully belongs to the
deceased, as they did in this case. Your wife’s So-

cial Security payment received on May 8th was her
payment for the month of April, and she was fully
entitled to that payment because she lived for the
entire month of April. I suggest that you download,
fill out, and submit Form SSA-1724 to your local So-
cial Security office to recover that May 8th payment,
which rightfully belongs to your wife’s estate. Note
that the bank will automatically return any future
SS payments received for your wife.

As your wife’s surviving spouse, you are also enti-
tled to a one-time lump sum “death benefit” of $255,
which you can request by calling your local SS field
office (get the number at www.ssa.gov/locator), or
by calling 1.800.772.1213. During that call you can
also explore whether you are entitled to any addi-
tional SS benefit as a surviving spouse.

If your wife’s monthly SS retirement benefit was
more than your current monthly SS benefit, you will
be entitled to receive her higher monthly amount
instead of your own smaller amount (FYI, if you ha-
ven’t yet reached your own full retirement age your
survivor benefit will be reduced). And if you are not
yet collecting your own SS benefit, you have the op-
tion to claim your survivor benefit from your wife
first while allowing your personal SS retirement

Social Security Matters =

benefit to continue to grow, up to maximum at age
70 if you like.

Just be aware that if you haven’t yet reached your
full retirement age (FRA) and you are still working,
any SS benefit you take before your FRA will be sub-
ject to Social Security’s “earnings test” which lim-
its how much can be earned before they take away
some of your SS benefits. The 2024 annual earnings
limit is $22,320 (changes annually) for those who
claim prior to the year they attain full retirement
age, and SS will take away $1 of benefits for every
$2 over the annual limit. The “earnings test” no lon-
ger applies after you reach your full retirement age.

This article is intended for information purposes
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Your Life and Health — Metabolic Syndrome

Four of our biggest diseases—and our biggest
killers—are the so called lifestyle diseases: obesi-
ty, heart disease, high blood-pressure, and type 2
diabetes. For years, doctors recognized that these
diseases share many risk factors and even causes.
Some even began to suspect that these diseases
were in fact symptoms of a larger problem.

In 1988, Gerald Reaven, a researcher at Stanford
University suggested that these lifestyle diseases
were actually various manifestations of what he
called Syndrome X. He attributed everything to a
root cause: elevated blood insulin levels and insulin
resistance. His theories have since been well studied
in medical literature. Today, syndrome X is known
as metabolic syndrome.

Although metabolic syndrome continues to
spread, we have the knowledge to stop it. It boils
down to this: too much input and not enough output.
More time at the table, than time with our walking
shoes on. You know what I'm saying?

Not only the amount of food we are eating, but
the type of food we’re choosing to eat is harming us.
Along with reducing quantity, we need to focus on
the quality of our calories.

Unprocessed, nutrient-dense food, low in fat and
sugar, but high in vitamins, minerals, antioxidants,
and fiber, doesn’t have to be boring or tasteless. Not
only can these types of food be delicious, but they’ll
satisfy you longer, and you’ll feel full sooner, mean-
ing you'll eat less as a result.

Vegan and vegetarian diets have been shown to
reduce the risk of metabolic syndrome, because they
place a strong focus on plant foods. In contrast, re-
search has repeatedly shown that the consumption
of animal products increases the risk of many dis-
eases, including metabolic syndrome. Fruits, vege-
tables, whole grains, legumes, and nuts are the fu-
els that our bodies were designed to use. Is it any
wonder that they all reduce the risk of metabolic
syndrome?

Besides the energy we put into our bodies, we
need to focus on our output. You may have heard
it a million times, but exercise is good for you. Be-
sides burning off the extra calories we may have
consumed, exercise helps combat disease.

When we choose to exercise and live active life-
styles, our bodies naturally become more responsive
to insulin. Exercise also helps us lose weight. These
two things combined mean that regular exercise is
a very powerful means of fighting metabolic syn-
drome.

If you have metabolic syndrome, or are at risk of
developing it, don’t wait to start treating it. The life-
style changes you make will have a tremendous ben-
efit. You'll feel better and be healthier and happier
as a result.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Jon Ewald,
MD. Used by permission from wwuw.lifeandhealth.
org Courtesy of LifeSpring — Resources for Hope and
Healing Stuart, VA)
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Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation
seeks funds for improvement projects

The Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation is seek-
ing support for critical projects that will en-
hance the 469-mile scenic route. The initiatives
include repairing historical structures, rehabil-
itating trails and overlooks, engaging children
in outdoor activities, and showcasing traditional
mountain music for visitors.

Working in collaboration with the National
Park Service, the Foundation has identified ini-
tiatives to improve experiences for those who ex-
plore the country’s most-visited national park. In
2023, more than 16.5 million people traveled the
Blue Ridge Parkway. The park does not charge
an admission fee, making it more vulnerable to
funding shortfalls, decreased staffing, mainte-
nance backlogs, and building closures.

“So many people love the Blue Ridge Parkway,
whether they have visited all their lives, reside
in a neighboring community, or enjoyed just one
epic adventure here,” said Carolyn Ward, CEO
of the Foundation. “Often they don’t realize they
can play a huge part in the care and protection of
the national park.”

The projects that require financial support span
the length of the Parkway through Virginia and
North Carolina and total more than $1.6 million.
The list includes trail maintenance, overlook
clearing, repairs at the Museum of North Car-
olina Minerals, and two historical landmarks,
Mabry Mill and Moses H. Cone Memorial Park.

Projects & Fundraising Goals

Mabry Mill Roof Replacement (cost $80,000;
remaining need $37,216): The Parkway’s most
photographed site is in dire need of repairs.
Mabry Mill’s weather-worn shake roof must be
replaced to ensure the structure remains stand-
ing and continues to serve as a landmark where
visitors can learn about early 20th-century life.
This project will be the first phase of improve-
ments to the historic structures onsite.

Volunteer Supplies and Training (cost
$15,000): The hundreds of volunteers who do-
nate their time to the Parkway each year require
training, uniforms, and equipment to perform
their jobs safely and successfully in the nation-
al park. A donation will ensure they receive the
tools, gear, learning opportunities, and recogni-
tion they need for a rewarding role, while greatly
expanding outreach to visitors.

Trails & Views Forever Program

* Restore the Views (cost $27,000; remaining
need $16,800): Many roadside overlooks along
the Parkway’s route are obscured by overgrown
vegetation. The Foundation is seeking funding
for arborist crews to unshroud the iconic scenery
of the Blue Ridge Mountains in North Carolina
near the border with Virginia.

* Trail Needs (cost $85,000): In addition to
more than 369 miles of official park trails, the
Parkway intersects with the Appalachian Trail
and Mountains to Sea Trail. The National Park
Service is tasked with keeping each step of the
way safe for visitors with minimal impacts on the
surrounding ecosystems. Contributions to fund a
thorough inventory of trails within the nation-
al park will give the Trail Program Coordinator
and volunteers the assessment tools and critical
information needed to prioritize and plan im-
provements while considering the impacts to the
landscape.

* Linville Gorge Trail (cost $25,000; remain-
ing need $12,500): The Linville Gorge Trail pos-
es serious safety concerns with several downed
trees, uneven and unstable terrain, and a steep
tread that is eroding into the Linville River. Do-
nations will commission a Southern Appalachian
Wilderness Stewards team to clear trees, install
stone steps and retaining walls, and create side-
hill reinforcements at several major erosion ar-
eas.

+ Humpback Rocks Trail (cost $15,000, ful-
ly funded): Humpback Rocks Trail is a popular
route, so much so that erosion and vegetation
loss has become significant and the possibility
of injuries to visitors is a concern. The National
Park Service will work with a consultant to re-
align the lower third of the route to protect natu-
ral resources and create a safer path.

* Trail Management and Oversight (cost
$65,000): Through support for the position of
Trail Program Coordinator with the National
Park Service, work can move forward to identify
trail priorities with Parkway staff, volunteers,
adjacent public land agencies, and partner or-
ganizations such as the US Forest Service, state
parks, Friends of Mountains to Sea Trail, Appa-
lachian Trail Conservancy, and Carolina Moun-
tain Club.

Blue Ridge Music Center

THINKING ABOUT SELLING
YOUR HOME? :

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

LINDSEY PUCKETT

LPUCKETT@FOURRIVERSVA.COM
276-732-6544
LINDSEYPUCKETT.COM

21521 JEB STUART HWY
STUART, VA 24171

¢ Programming (cost $70,000): At the Blue
Ridge Music Center, the sounds of the moun-
tains are preserved, interpreted, and celebrated
through the annual summer concert series host-
ed in the outdoor amphitheater near Galax, Va.
Ticket sales, grants, and sponsorships do not
cover the costs of all the programs offered. Do-
nations will create and continue programming
that showcases mountain music and the region’s
cultural heritage.

* Boost Milepost Music (cost $30,000): Mile-
post Music is a series of free summer concerts
hosted from June through September at popular
destinations on the Parkway. These Sunday af-
ternoon shows supplement educational programs
for visitors as park staffing shortages continue
and help support local and regional musicians.
This year, the Music Center is increasing the
number of concerts at Humpback Rocks, Mabry
Mill, Doughton Park, and the Parkway Visitor
Center in Asheville.

+ Light up the Stage (cost $63,000; remaining
need $43,147): The Music Center’s stage lighting
currently operates with outdated, high-wattage
lamps that are expensive to replace and difficult
to source. This lighting is no longer sustainable.
Donations will purchase LED fixtures and con-
verters that will supply energy-efficient lighting.

* Share a New Exhibit (cost $5,500): The ex-
hibit Half-Tone Folk Heroes: Traditional Musi-
cians as Pop Art is on display in the Luthier Shop
at the Music Center. The collection of illustra-
tions by Gina Dilg, a visual artist and musician
from Radford, Va., pays tribute to the old-time,
bluegrass, early country, and blues folk artists
who have inspired generations, including the
Stanley Brothers, Bill Monroe, Joe and Odell
Thompson, Samantha Bumgarner, and Etta
Baker. Donations will support this fresh perspec-
tive on the intersection of visual arts and music.

* Visitor Experience Ambassadors (cost
$28,550): The National Park Service faces many
challenges when hiring staff for Parkway roles,
including decreased funding and labor force
shortages. To maintain enriching and engaging
experiences at the Music Center, the Foundation
is seeking funding for Visitor Experience Am-
bassadors and Event Logistics Coordinators who
will share programs and information and assist
visitors attending Music Center programs and
events through October.

* Repair Solar Lights (cost $12,000): A safe
walk from the amphitheater to the parking area
is a key part of a safe and enjoyable evening at
the Music Center. The Foundation is seeking
funding to repair solar lights used to illuminate
the parking lot.

Launch a Trade Career (cost $32,000; remain-
ing need $18,000): There are more than 10,000
signs along the Parkway. The park’s sign pro-
duction center is responsible for designing, fabri-
cating, repairing, and installing these important
features that orient and educate visitors with
trail maps, overlook names, historical informa-
tion, and more. The Foundation is seeking funds
for an apprenticeship that will pass on the spe-
cialized skill set needed for a role in the work-
shop. The program is a collaboration with the
Appalachian Conservation Corps.

Moses H. Cone Memorial Park

¢ Flat Top Manor Plaster Repairs ($174,617
needed): Crumbling ceiling plaster in three in-
terior spaces at Flat Top Manor is marring the
beauty of the circa-1901 mansion built by Moses
and Bertha Cone. In addition to being unsightly
and detrimental to the integrity of this historic
home, it is a safety issue. Donations will fund
repairs by professionals who specialize in period
plasterwork.

Bass Lake Accessibility Ramp (cost
$80,000; remaining need $14,230): The pictur-
esque loop trail around Bass Lake is a popular
destination. Unfortunately, the gravel ramp that
leads from the parking area to the flat trail is rut-
ted and eroded. Donations will replace the gravel
walkway with an ADA-compliant concrete ramp
to the trail and restrooms for increased and safer
access to this key feature of Moses H. Cone Me-
morial Park.

Repair Minerals Museum Facility (cost
$43,000; remaining need $5,000): Since 1955,
the Museum of North Carolina Minerals has
served as a hub of information about the area’s

Sycamore
Baptist
Church

~ =  Vacation Bible

(R School
]uly 8-126:30-8:30
Water Party & Inflatables on the 12th
Youth Service on July 14th at 11:00
followed by hot dog luncheon

Join us 179 Sycamore Church Lane, Stuart, VA

rich mineral resources and mining history. The
aging building’s exterior requires repairs, includ-
ing the replacement of damaged wood and fresh
paint. Inside, a new HVAC system is required to
ensure adequate climate control to protect the
exhibits. This project also includes refreshing the
landscaping around the museum, installation of
a new flagpole, and a ground inspection to ad-
dress drainage issues.

New Programs at The Bluffs Restaurant (cost
$25,000): The Bluffs at Doughton Park is known
as a must-visit destination for homestyle meals
and hospitality on the Parkway. Now, the Foun-
dation is expanding its role at the restaurant by
offering educational events and pop-ups to cel-
ebrate heritage foodways and build community
connections.

Crabtree Falls Interpreter (cost $8,000): With
the addition of an interpreter-in-residence at
Crabtree Falls, the National Park Service will be
able to expand its services for visitors to include
demonstrations, campfire programs, and guided
hikes to share details about the flora, fauna, and
history of the area.

Craggy Gardens Repairs & Enhancements
($750,000 needed): At Craggy Gardens, the
71-year-old visitor center needs upgrades and re-
pairs. The building’s restrooms are only accessi-
ble via an exterior stairway, are closed seasonal-
ly, and are prone to water system breaks. Along
the surrounding trails, information is minimal,
and the picnic area requires significant mainte-
nance.

Donations for this initiative will help fund two
sets of permanent, fully accessible waterless
vault toilets at Craggy Visitor Center and an-
other set in the parking lot for Craggy Pinnacle
Trail; five new trailhead exhibits; and planning
and design work to renovate and improve the vis-
itor center, picnic area, and other site features.

Contributions for this project will be matched
dollar for dollar by a $750,000 grant from the
Buncombe County Tourism Development Au-
thority’s new Legacy Investment from Tourism
(LIFT) Fund.

Kids in Parks

¢ Build a TRACK Trail (cost $6,500 per
trail): Kids in Parks outfits existing trails with
family-friendly TRACK Trail adventures. Each
TRACK Trail provides one park with a trailhead
kiosk, four custom activity brochures designed
to engage visitors in the natural or historic re-
sources, a feature page on KidsinParks.com, and
prizes for children who “track” their outdoor ad-
ventures through the web app.

+ TRACK Trail Mini ($2,500 per trail):
TRACK Trail Minis are designed for small parks
or sites and offer compact trailhead kiosks and
feature one self-guided brochure.

+ Reward Young Explorers ($5 per prize
package): After children log their adventure
through the Kids in Parks web app they re-
ceive prizes in the mail. Donations to purchase
and mail these free rewards encourage children
to continue their exploration of nature and the
program’s TRACK Trails. Prizes include a Trail
TRACKer Passport booklet, stickers featuring
flora, fauna, historic structures, and scenery
from the trail sites; a carabiner keychain; and a
collectible prize card with educational informa-
tion and activities.

The foundation is the nonprofit fundraising
partner of the Blue Ridge Parkway, helping to
ensure cultural and historical preservation, nat-
ural resource protection, educational outreach,
and visitor enjoyment now and for future gener-
ations. Since 1997, it has provided more than $22
million in support for the country’s most visited
national park unit. To learn more, visit BRP-
Foundation.org.

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
¢ State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121
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Farmers hope for a stretch of rainy
weather as moderate drought continues

With “abnormally dry” weather persisting
statewide, moderate drought conditions are
stressing pasture and cropland within a swath
of the western Piedmont and Shenandoah Val-
ley, according to the Virginia Drought Monitor.

Rapid-onset droughts like this, sometimes re-
ferred to as “flash droughts,” can cause signifi-
cant agricultural economic impacts.

A few scattered showers are not enough to
quench parched fields that are affecting grow-
ing and grazing throughout Virginia. Madison
County cattleman Steve Mallory is already
feeding his cows the hay that was just harvest-
ed.

“Most of my pastures are pretty well gone,”
he said. “There’s not much left but a few weeds
sticking up.”

Mallory is supplementing his own supply with
hay from other farms, and feeding range cubes
that are nutritionally dense, but expensive.

“It makes you feel a little defeated,” he con-

tinued. “But as long as the wells hold up and I
don’t have to haul water, it’s OK.”

Having grown up on the farm, Mallory re-
members other droughts.

“Once it was so dry we ran a fence into the
woods and cut trees for cows to eat the leaves,”
he recalled. “I remember that vividly. But we're
not there yet.”

Caroline County soybean and corn grower
Lynwood Broaddus also has memories of ex-
treme drought. With soybeans damaged by dry
conditions, his father harvested about 40 acres
of the plants and fed them to the cattle.

“This drought is nothing in comparison, but it
still hurts,” he said. “Especially looking at the
corn, which is reaching a crucial time.”

Some corn is tasseling and trying to silk too
early, noted Broaddus, who serves on the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation Soybean & Feed
Grains Advisory Committee.

With at least $500 invested in every acre

of corn, watching it dry up can be immensely
stressful and disruptive to a farmer’s mental
health, Broaddus said.

“If we can get a rain on our corn in the next
couple days, we can definitely get half a crop,”
he continued. “The farmers who have signifi-
cant irrigation are pumping water like crazy
right now.”

Soybeans, Virginia’s top agricultural export,
are “holding,” he said. But they need rain soon
too. Otherwise, pods will drop in prolonged
drought.

The farmers said a week of intermittent rainy
weather could be the jumpstart that pasture
and crops need.

“We're actually hoping for a tropical system,
even if it brings a lot of wind,” Mallory said. “It
will take more than one rain event to rectify this
situation. But we’ve been blessed with so many
good years and nice growing seasons. We've just
got to work through this one.”

Days of summerln Ararat

USDA now accepting applications
1| for expanded emergency livestock
assistance program

Mountain Laurel shrubs and sourwood trees bloomed profusely on Mary Dellenback Hill's
Tree Farm in Ararat. (Photos by Mary Dellenback Hill)

Home Country

Slim Randles

Each of us, in our own way, smiles
on the Fourth of July. We can’t help
it. We are the most fortunate citi-
zens of any nation in the world, and
we know it.

A bunch of us in the valley will be
down on the sidewalk watching the
parade go by. The bands are nice.
The horses are great fun to watch,
and the military with their stun-
ning stout vehicles of war are hard
to beat. So are we. We're hard to
beat, too.

My favorite part of the parade is
when the kids walk by, with a small
American flag in one hand and the
end of a leash in the other. And
that leash is attached to a dog. Not

a world champion dog. Not even a
dog who trees ‘coons or points birds.

No, that is the great American
kids’ dog. Look at each one. The
crowd kinda boogers them a little,
but they know they're safe because
they have that wonderful American
kid safely on the other end of that
leash. Those dogs can’t speak to us
in our language, but we know exact-
ly what they’re saying: if it weren’t
for me, how would this kid ever be-
come a full-fledged caring American
adult?

We all must do our share.

Brought to you by “Whimsy Cas-
tle,” the latest novel by Slim Ran-
dles. Buy one for the lady down the
street, too, okay?

Initial claims decrease, but are
higher compared to last year

The 2,205 unem-
ployment insurance
weekly initial claims
filed during the week

claims
0.1

Food Services (158).
Continued
(16,046) were

percent

perienced a week of
unemployment files
a continued claim to
claim benefits for that

weeks

higher

ending June 22, 2024,
represent a 5.2 per-
cent decrease from the
previous week’s 2,325
claims, but is 8.2 per-
cent higher than the
comparable week of last
year (2,038), according
to Virginia Works.
Nearly 80 percent of
claimants self-reported
an associated industry;
of those reported, the
top five industries (57
percent) were Admin-
istrative and Support
and Waste Manage-
ment (221); Profession-
al, Scientific, and Tech-
nical Services (218);
Health Care and Social
Assistance (210); Man-
ufacturing (160); and
Accommodation  and

than last week (16,034)
and were 19.9 percent
higher than the com-
parable week of last
year (13,381). Nearly
93 percent of claim-
ants self-reported an
assoclated industry;
of those reported, the
top five industries (59
percent) were Profes-
sional, Scientific, and
Technical Services
(2,377); Administrative
and Support and Waste
Management  (2,207);
Health Care and Social
Assistance (1,574); Re-
tail Trade (1,365); and
Accommodation  and
Food Services (1,332).
A person who has
already filed an initial
claim and who has ex-

week of unemployment.
On a weekly basis, con-
tinued claims reflect a
good approximation of
the current number of
insured  unemployed
workers filing for un-
employment insurance
benefits, and are a good
indicator of labor mar-
ket conditions. While
continued claims are
not a leading indicator,
they provide confirming
evidence of the direc-
tion of the economy.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) started accepting ap-
plications starting on Monday, July
1 through its updated Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honey-
bees, and Farm-raised Fish Pro-
gram (ELAP) to provide financial
assistance to eligible dairy producers
who incur milk losses due to High-
ly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, also
known as Hb5Nlinfection in their
dairy herds.

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) expanded ELAP through the
rule-making process to assist with
a portion of financial losses result-
ing from reduced milk production
when cattle are removed from com-
mercial milking in dairy herds hav-
ing a confirmed positive H5N1 test.
Positive test results must be con-
firmed through the USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) National Veterinary Ser-
vices Laboratories (NVSL).

The “USDA remains committed to
working with producers, state veteri-
narians, animal health professionals,
and our federal partners as we con-
tinue to detect the presence of H5N1
in dairy herds and take additional
measures to contain the spread of the
disease,” said Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack. “When something un-
expected, like H5N1, threatens the
economic viability of the producers
we serve, we are committed to finding
ways, where we have the authority to
do so, to revisit existing program poli-
cies and provide the financial support
needed to help producers recover and
sustain production.”

ELAP provides emergency relief to
eligible producers of livestock, hon-
eybees, and farm-raised fish to assist
with losses due to disease, adverse
weather, or other conditions, such as
wildfires, that are not covered by oth-
er FSA disaster assistance programs.

H5N1 infections have been detect-
ed in 12 states including Colorado,
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, New Mexico, North Caroli-
na, Ohio, South Dakota,

this virus. USDA works closely with
state animal health officials, produc-
ers, and industry organizations to
provide guidance and resources for
cleaning and disinfection not only on
affected farms but for all livestock
producers as a part of practicing good
biosecurity. APHIS has made avail-
able a number of biosecurity docu-
ments on its landing page.

ELAP Eligibility

Eligible adult dairy cattle must be:

Part of a herd that has a confirmed
positive H5N1 test from NVSL;

Initially removed from commercial
milk production at some point during
the 14-day time period before the
sample collection date for the positive
H5NT1 test date through 120 days af-
ter the sample collection date for the
positive H5N1 test;

Milk-producing, currently lactat-
ing; and

Maintained for commercial milk
production, in which the producer
has a financial risk, on the beginning
date of the eligible loss condition.

Applying for ELAP Assistance

To apply, producers need to submit
the following to FSA:

Proof of herd infection through a
confirmed positive H5N1 test (based
on USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case defi-
nition) on individual animal or bulk
tank samples confirmed by NVSL;

A notice of loss indicating the date
when the loss i1s apparent, which is
the sample collection date for the pos-
itive H5N1 test; and

An application for payment certify-
ing the number of eligible adult dairy
cows, the month the cows were re-
moved from production, and the pro-
ducer’s share in the milk production.

The final date to file a notice of loss
and application for payment for eli-
gible losses is 30 days after the end
of the prior calendar year, which is
January 30.

Details on updated ELAP policy to
provide financial assistance for milk
loss due H5N1 were published in the
Federal Register on Monday, July 1.

Texas and Wyoming.
Dairy producers in all
states are reminded to
stay vigilant and fol-
low established APHIS
biosecurity, detection
and testing guidelines.
In addition to testing,
enhanced  biosecurity
is critical to containing

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

d itewater

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUC TS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products

SERVICE CENTER

« State Inspections

« Full Brake Service

Acorn Stairlifts & Liftkar Lifts

ADL-Advances For
Daily Living
Sales, Service, Install

New or Used Rentals
/& Will Service Other Brands

540 353 B869  nttps://www.stairlitsadl.com/

* Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
* Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher

* Beef Grower Feeds ~ « Calf Feed

* Corn Gluten Pellets Soyhull Pellets

Whole Beef Hamburger ~ $5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

i !
Performance 21 for prices today!

Livestock & Feed  888.777-5012

Company

Mark Pendleton Jason Pendleton

for Disc and Drum Brakes
» Replacement of Belts and Hoses
* Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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PCHS Fishing Team
members compete

/
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Jonah Shockley and Hunter Heath
School Division)
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Jacob Spencer and Tripp Thompson (High
School Division)

Eli Wood and Evan Havens (High School
Division)

Jake Bryant and Christian Pendleton (Junior
Division)
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Evan Eastridge (Junior Division - pictured
with father and boat captain Scott Eastridge)

A job well done by all of the
Patrick County High School Fish-
ing teams as they gave it their
all competing in two state tour-
naments, including the Joseph
Thomson Memorial BASS Nation
Virginia State Championship at
Kerr Lake at Occoneechee State
Park, Clarksville, Virginia.

Members of the Patrick County
High School Fishing Team that
competed were:

Jonah Shockley, Hunter Heath,
Evan Havens, Eli Wood, Tripp
Thompson, Jacob Spencer, Jake
Bryant, Christian Pendleton,
Evan Eastridge, Cameron Redd.

In the Junior Division: Jake
Bryant, Christian Pendleton,
Evan Eastridge and Cameron
Redd bagged a total of 17.96 lbs.,
and they placed 4th overall in
JAT Tournament.

In the High School Division:
Jonah Shockley, Hunter Heath,
Evan Havens, Eli Wood, Tripp
Thompson and dJacob Spencer
bagged a total of 23.01 Ibs. and

OB PUNERAL NOME

Eliee-dacows

“We appreciate the confidence you have
shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Pete Campbell, Manager
Terri S. Wood, Assistant Manager

PREMIUM FI

Cameron Redd (Junior Division)

placed 6th overall in the tourna-
ment.

The overall winner in the Junior
Division was Lake Anna Elite An-
glers with a total of 29.74 Ibs.

The overall winner in the High
School Division was Mecklenburg

Mr. Ralph Dale Pul-
lum, age 72 of Stuart,
passed away on Thurs-
day, June 27, 2024, at
Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection in Stuart.
He was born in Thom-
asville, North Caroli-
na on October 9, 1951,

|| to the late Henry Lee

Pullum and Mae Bill-

& {|ings Pullum. In addi-

tion to his parents, Mr.

{|Pullum was preceded

in death by a brother,
Russell Pullum and a
twin sister, Gale Gunt-
er. He loved his wife

1| and family and enjoyed

hunting and fishing.
Mr. Pullum is sur-
vived by his devoted
wife of 28 years, Jea-
nette Arrowood Pul-
lum of the home; three
siblings, Rodney Pul-
lum and wife, Debbie
of Thomasville, North
Carolina, dJanie He-

Ralph Dale Pullum

drick and husband,
Roger of Denton, Art-
ley Pullum of Denton;
a daughter, Tammy
Shuping of Denton,
North Carolina; two
grandchildren, Apache
Buie and Cheyenne
Shuping of Denton; a
great-grandchild, J.T.
Buie of Denton; bonus
daughter, Linda Fain
and husband, R.J. of
Patrick Springs; bonus

grandson, Justin Wil-
lard and wife, Erica of
Madison, North Caroli-
na; bonus granddaugh-
ter, Logan Clifton and
husband, Austin of
Spencer, Virginia; four
bonus great-grandchil-
dren, Emma Bullins,
Ella Willard, Easton
Willard, all of Madison,
North Carolina, and
Avery Clifton of Spen-
cer; several nieces and
nephews; step daugh-
ter, Monica Frank-
lin and fiancé Timmy
Hylton of Woolwine;
step grandson, Drew
Jackson and wife, Kan-
dace of Bassett beloved
dogs, Mrs. Sassy and
D-boy; and favorite pal,
Samson the Cat.

All services will be
private. Online condo-
lences may be sent by
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Dorothy Bingman Nelson

Dorothy Bingman
Nelson, 96, of Patrick
Springs, VA, passed
away peacefully on June
23, 2024, at Blue Ridge
Therapy Connection
surrounded by her chil-
dren.

She was born on
September 5, 1927, in
Critz, Va., to the late
Sandy Reed Bingman
and Sallie Cummings
Bingman. In addition
to her parents, she was
preceded in death by
her husband, James
Warren Nelson; sis-
ters, Virginia B. (Ruth)

7 | Dickson, Mary Evelyn

Bingman, and Fran-

! ces B. Ashburn; broth-

ers, James Cummings
Bingman, Sandy “Moir”
Bingman, William Allen
“Bill” Bingman, Thomas
Calvin Bingman, and
David Arthur Bing-
man; brother-in-law,
Donnell D. Dickson; sis-
ters-in-law, Imogene M.
Bingman and Virginia
S. Bingman; nephews,
Billy Mills Bingman,
and Donnie D. Dickson
III; and niece, Beth B.
Crouch.

She learned to work
hard at an early age
coming from such a

large family, and in-
stilled that in her chil-
dren. She was a public
servant for 10 years
working first at Dupont,
later at Bassett mirror
in gold leafing, then
seven years at Stanley,
in the sanding room.
She made many friends
through her travels.
Her greatest enjoy-
ment was working out-
side. She was a farmer,
a gardener, a great cook,
and had a passion for
flowers or anything that
bloomed, and most of
all she loved her family.
She was a lifelong mem-
ber of Salem Church but
unable to attend these
last several years. She
will be deeply missed.
Dorothy is survived
by daughter, Sandra N.
Tobler (Rich) and son,

Larry J. Nelson (Diann),
both of Patrick Springs;
grandchildren, Sally T.
Rondeau of Daleville,
VA, Mark R. Nelson of
Melbourne, FL, Lisa
Fain (Jon) of Danville,
VA, and great-grand-
children, Nora Ruth
Rondeau and Clara
Fain, and many nieces
and nephews. Special
thanks to caregivers
Andrea Lhamon and
Cindy Childress, Moun-
tain Valley Hospice, and
Carilion Health care
workers.

Funeral services will
be held Saturday June
29, 2024, at 11 AM at
Norris Funeral Home,
Stuart Chapel with
Pastor John Franklin
officiating. Burial will
follow at Critz cemetery.
The family will receive
friends from 10 AM to
11 AM before the ser-
vice.

At the family’s re-
quest, no flowers are
requested or expect-
ed. If you would like to
honor her life, please
send a donation to Sa-
lem Church Endow-
ment Fund, 159 Salem
Church Road, Patrick
Springs, VA 24133.

High School Anglers with a total
of 29.60 1bs.

The Joseph Thomson Memorial
Tournament was created to raise
scholarship money in memory of
Joseph Thomson, a college stu-
dent who was killed in a vehicle
accident in 2006. Joseph had been
a member of the Orange County
High School Anglers in Orange,
VA and after one year, he soon
started a club with his own school
in Warren County, VA. The Jo-
seph Thomson 6 Man Team Cham-
pionship is held to raise money
for the BASS Nation of Virginia
Memorial Scholarship. Top 3 high
school and Top 3 junior teams
compete in their own divisions
at the BASS Nation of Virginia
Youth Joseph Thomson Memorial
State Championship.
This tournament al-
lows the Top anglers
from each division
(North, Central, and
West) to compete as
a team. At the end of
the day the weights
are totaled together
and the team with
the highest combined
weight wins.

This was the last
tournament of the
season. We are so
proud of EVERYONE
on this team and
thankful for ALL who
are involved. Special
thanks to all the Boat
Captains, Coaches,
Sponsors and Com-
munity support!

Tobacco Commission launches
second round of $12 million fund

The Tobacco Region Revitalization
Commission is now accepting applica-
tions for the second round of its Energy
Ingenuity Fund.

The Energy Ingenuity Fund builds on
the Commission’s 25 year track record
of funding innovative economic develop-
ment initiatives in Southern and South-
west Virginia. Just as early investments
in broadband and site readiness are
paying dividends for rural Virginia, this
program’s energy sector investments
are expected to create not just new jobs
and investment in rural Virginia, but to
also provide the innovative energy solu-
tions that long-term economic prosperi-
ty requires.

Executive Director of the Tobacco
Commission, James E. Campos said,
“We are excited to launch the second
round of the Commission’s Energy In-
genuity Fund. Southern and Southwest
Virginia are poised for growth and have
everything needed to make projects
large and small a success. From top-
notch sites that are build-ready to a
highly skilled workforce that can easily
adapt to meet the demands of today’s
energy sector and more. I encourage
any business looking for a location for
their next project to give Southern and
Southwest Virginia a look. I guarantee
they will be impressed with what they
see and with the support the Common-
wealth and the Youngkin administra-
tion are able to provide to bring them to
Virginia.”

Campos continued, “During the first
round of this innovative program we met
with potential applicants that ranged
from businesses and utility providers
already operating within the Commis-
sion footprint to international players
in the energy sector who are looking for
the next location to expand their busi-

ness and invest in the energy solutions
of the future. I am encouraged by all the
conversations we have had and look for-
ward to turning them into shovels in the
ground and good jobs created in South-
ern and Southwest Virginia.”

Tobacco Region Revitalization Com-
mission Director of Regional Energy De-
velopment and Innovation, Jerry Silva,
added “The interest we received during
the first round of this program was
significant and with this second round
I look forward to continuing to engage
with applicants to make their project a
reality and ensure that when they are
making decisions on where to locate
they choose Virginia. Virginia can be a
leader in the new energy economy and
I'm pleased to be able to play a role in
making that happen.”

Energy Ingenuity Fund Program Out-
line

Up to $6 million is designated for en-
ergy-related projects in each of the Com-
mission’s service regions, Southern and
Southwest Virginia. A variety of energy
project proposals will be accepted, with
a focus on establishing a ‘best in class’
energy economy. Projects supported
through this fund will capitalize on the
region’s skilled workforce and promote
an energy focused economy for the To-
bacco Region, recognizing that regions
with a strong focus on energy can bet-
ter attract economic activity to their
communities. Potential project areas
include, but are not limited to: energy
manufacturing supply chain, energy
production, grid resiliency, energy stor-
age, microgrids, hydrogen generation,
smart cities, wind, small scale modular
reactors, conversion of coal mines, and
more.

For additional information and de-
tails, visit www.revitalizeva.org.
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PATrICK PULPITS

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

The Price

By Alan Dean, retired Sev-
enth-day Adventist pastor

The following thoughts were writ-
ten by Donald Mansell in his book
entitled “Sure as the Dawn” (1963).
He assures us that both our politi-
cal and our spiritual freedoms have
come to us at a high cost.

“The price of liberty is usually
high. Not many Americans are like-
ly to reflect that this day (Indepen-
dence Day), the day that commem-
orates the freedom of their country,
cost some of their signers of the
Declaration of Independence dear-
ly. That document concludes with
these memorable words: "And for
the support of this Declaration, we
mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortune, and our sacred
Honor. *

“Even fewer Americans are like-
ly to remember that a number of
the signers of this document paid
for their freedom with their lives.
Many lost homes and fortunes.
Thomas Nelson, one of the dele-
gates from Virginia, directed the
bombardment and destruction of
his own home in Yorktown, which
at that time was occupied by enemy
forces. He also assumed personal
responsibility for raising $2 million
to pay for the assistance the French
fleet rendered the forces of George
Washington. When he redeemed
the note after the war, it cost him
his fortune and he died in poverty.

“Francis Lewis, a wealthy New
York trader and signer of the Decla-
ration, lost everything he possessed.
His wife was thrown into prison by
the British and died soon after she

of Liberty

was released. Richard Stockton,
a delegate from New Jersey and a
Princeton graduate, lost his wealth,
his property, and his priceless li-
brary. He was imprisoned during
the war and died shortly after peace
was concluded.

“Yes, the price of political freedom
is usually high, but the price of your
spiritual freedom and mine cost in-
finitely more. This price was paid
on Calvary, not to appease an angry
God, ‘for the Father himself loveth
you' (John 16:27), but to satisfy the
demands of justice before the un-
fallen universe. Only by so doing
could God ‘be just, and (at the same
time be) the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus™ (Romans 3: 26).

“Eternal vigilance is the price of
political liberty. It is also the price
of spiritual freedom. ‘Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free' (Gala-
tians 5: 1).”

It was only after many attempts
were made by the colonies to King
George III to cease the ongoing
abuses (political, economic, and re-
ligious) that were taking place that
the colonies decided that indepen-
dence was the only option.

Fifty-six members of the Con-
tinental Congress signed the en-
grossed parchment copy of the Dec-
laration. Most members signed on
August 2, 1776. The rest signed on
later dates. Its eloquent language
stirred the hearts of Americans and
Europeans for democracy. The dec-
laration gave newly emerging na-
tions courage to stand for freedom.
Praise the Lord!

New DMV laws
now 1in effect

Laws passed by the Virginia
General Assembly set into mo-
tion changes for DMV custom-
ers that were effective on July
1. These changes and updates
include the uninsured motor
vehicle fee, permanent DMV-is-
sued farm use placards, dis-
abled parking placard duration
and conversions of manufac-
tured homes. Below are details
on what is new and what cus-
tomers need to do to prepare.

Uninsured Motor Vehicle
Fee

Effective July 1, the option to
pay a fee rather than maintain
insurance coverage for your ve-
hicle will be eliminated, and
DMV will no longer collect the
Uninsured Motor Vehicle (UMV)
fee. All vehicles registered in
Virginia will be required to ob-
tain an insurance policy that
meets Virginia’s liability limits.
If Virginia DMV cannot veri-
fy the insurance information
provided with the insurer, cus-
tomers should be prepared to
show proof of insurance when
requested by the Virginia DMV.
If you previously paid the UMV
fee, you will need to obtain an
insurance policy that meets or
exceeds Virginia’s liability lim-
its.

Farm Use Placards

Permanent DMV-issued farm
placards are required for unreg-
istered farm use panel trucks,
pickup trucks and sport utility
vehicles beginning July 1, 2024.
This requirement is a result of
legislation passed by the 2023
General Assembly. The DMV-is-
sued placards replace, in most
cases, the unofficial farm use
tags typically purchased at a lo-
cal store for use on these three
types of unregistered farm vehi-
cles. Placards cost $15 and are
good for the lifetime of the vehi-
cle but are not transferable. An
additional $15 may be required
if the owner does not already
hold a title for the vehicle. Plac-
ard transactions are not avail-
able online. Please bring the
completed application to your

local vehicle-only DMV Select or
make an appointment to come
to your local full-service cus-
tomer service center. Use this
chart to determine which farm
use plates or placards are right
for your vehicle or for more de-
tails on placards for unregis-
tered farm vehicles, please visit
our website.

Disabled Parking Placards

As of July 1, there is not a fee
for disabled parking placards.
Previously applicants paid a
$5 fee for a disabled parking
placard. In addition, temporary
placards now have a wvalidity
period of up to 12 months, if a
medical provider certifies the
temporary placard will be need-
ed that long. This is double the
previous maximum of 6 months.
To apply for a disabled parking
placard or license plate, you
must submit a completed Dis-
abled Parking Plates or Placard
Application by mail or return it
to your local vehicle-only DMV
Select.

Manufactured Home Con-
version

Also, effective July 1, man-
ufactured homeowners who
are not listed on the title as
the owner of the manufactured
home will be able to submit a
deed, court order or decree, or
other legal document or record
establishing that the manufac-
tured home was transferred by
the owner listed on the title
to the current manufactured
homeowner. If the owner list-
ed on the title did not transfer
ownership directly to the cur-
rent owner, the current owner
will need to provide records es-
tablishing a chain of successive
ownership of the manufactured
home. Owners will also need to
submit documentation proving
that any existing lien on the
manufactured home has been
released.

For more information about
any of these changes or for more
information on the many trans-
actions, please visit the DMV’s
website.

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

1. Is the book of Cheirut
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. In Galatians 5:13, “Only
do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but
______ serve one an-
other.” Friendship, Honesty,
Love, Hope

3. From 2 Corinthians 3:17,
“Now the Lord is that Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is
Freedom, Love, Liberty

through

ye shall be

free indeed.” Heart,

Worship, Celebration, Son

5. From what book’s 6:7 does
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iel, Mark,
6. How
word

mans, 6) 0
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_.” HOpe, (C) 202

4. In John 8:36, “If the
therefore shall make you free,

“independence”
tioned in the Bible? 0, 2, 11, 17

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2)
Love, 3) Liberty, 4) Son, 5) Ro-

Comments?
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r he that 1s dead is

freed from sin”? Isaiah, Dan-

Romans
many times is the
men-
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Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11am

Wed. Night

FAIRWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
8427 Falrystane Park Hwy., Bassett
Located 15 miles from Sheart - 276-620-8089

Sunday School 9:45 « Worship 10:50 am
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Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

op

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Vi
AR SATURDAY

Sabbath School - 9:20

SERVICES:
; Worship 11:00 a.m.

e-believing church
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A
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES

FOR SALE

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and striping.
42 years experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-
hogging, pasture & field
reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, tractor
and mini-excavator work.
Free estimates. Call 276-
229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling
& repairs, carpentry,
roofing, siding, painting,
fencing, tree work &
more! Contact Nick @
276-259-4030 or 757-
621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR Service and
repair for all makes
of lawn mowers. Pick
up and delivery for a
reasonable charge based
on your location. We offer
disposal of old mowers
with free pick up. Call
276-694-3748. If no
answer, leave your name
and number. We'll call
you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter

cleaning, trim work,
wooden bridge repair,

power washing, tree
cutting, demolition and
anything else you need

done. Call Joe at (276)

229-1029.

For sale

the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE

E. 120/116R All Sea-
son. Brand new. $65

Call 276-229-9373 for

more information

For Sale
Four burial plots, all
adjoining each other.
Selling at approx. 2004
price when they were
purchased.
Call 276-694-7977 for
information.

‘ .'0' S Virginia Press
Services

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at
$350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby gen-
erator. $0 Money Down
+ Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before
the next power outage:
1-844-947-1479

Replace your roof with
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel

from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for
military, health workers &
1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,

" JAMIE'S )
RECYCLING
CENTER

BUYING: Cans, #1 Copper,
#2 Copper, Brass, Metal,
Different types of Aluminum,
Vehicles, Stainless Steel, etc.

Call for prices.

ks

Roll off container &
pick up service available.
Call for details.

(276) 694-5692
or 276-694-5697

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm,
closed 12-1 pm for lunch

3609 South Mayo Dr., Stuart

20% off Entire Purchase.

Plus 10% Senior &Military

Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as
$149/month! BCI Bath

& Shower. Many options
available. Quality materi-
als & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Lim-
ited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consulta-
tion now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today!
1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oliver,
Attorney (Facebook).
757-490-0126. Se Habla
Espanol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-
608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE

VPS Virginia Press
Services

from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia
#6258

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free
Author’s Guide 1-888-
366-7596 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/vapress

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.

Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.

VP S Virginia Press
Services

based customer service.
For more information, call
1-855-262-5564

THE ENTERPRISE

Established in 1876
P.O. Box 348 - Stuart,
Va.
24171-0348
Phone (276) 694-3101

www.theenterprise.net

The oldest continuously
operated business in Patrick
County.  Published  each
Wednesday except the last
week in December by The
Enterprise, Inc., and entered as
second class matter at the post
office in Stuart, Virginia 24171.
Postmaster: send  address
changes to The Enterprise, P.O.
Box 348, Stuart, VA 24171-
0348.

Publisher Michael Showell
Editor Debbie Hall

Subscription Rates:
$32 per year in Patrick County;
$42 elsewhere.
Single copies $1.00.

he columnists’ views
appearing on this page do not
necessarily reflect the editorial
position of The Enterprise.

God Bless You

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Max Kendall

Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2625

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC
336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

 Buy Direct
\.and Save! /

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber

Rough - Dressed - Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who

wear hearing instruments themselves.

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!
DO YOU!

SHBROOK
N\&# AUDIOLOGY

Y

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434)792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR 4327)

When Family or Friends Need Care,

Choose the Best

Injury

¢Home Health Care Services
4 Nursing Services
¢ Social Work Services

4 Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

¢ Disease Management
Programs

¢ Caring Staff to Help with
Recovery from an Illness or

Now Open,
Call today for
services!

Liberty opens the door for patients to recover from
injury, illness or accident, in the comfort of their
home. Treatment at home supports improved
results for patients , while creating peace of mind
for caregivers. Our Staff, compassionate with their
care, matched by experience and training, help
patients and their caregivers with approaches that

avoid a return to the hospital.

@& Liberty

797 Woodland Drive, Suite 103

Stuart, VA 24171

(276) 694-4424

HomeCare

Caring about independence
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Land Transfers in May

The following land transfers were recorded in the
Patrick County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office in May:

John F. Allred Jr. and other to Bret Frances Hau-
man and wife, 2.7363 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Michael Blaine Andrews to Rita B. Cooper, 46
acres, Dan River District.

Samuel T. Atkins and other to Howard J. Beardslee
and wife, 8.53 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Backwoods Land LLC to Glen M. Crisp and wife,
35.849 acres, Mayo River District.

Lois Barbour; administrator, to Steven R. Davis
and wife, 0.4015 and 0.377 acres, Mayo River District.

Gary J. Barnard and other to Fe E. Rodriguez, lot,

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 W. BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re MICHAEL DEANGELO HAIRSTON
The object of this suit is to:
GIVE NOTICE TO DEFENDANT FOR HEARING AUGUST 26,
2024 AT 3:00 PM
It is ORDERED that MICHAEL DEANGELO HAIRSTON
appear at the above-named court and protect his interests on or before

AUGUST 26, 2024. % z %

Case No. CL21000281-00

JUNE 4, 2024 —

LEGAL

Trustee’s Sale
4589 Ararat Highway, Ararat, Virginia 24053
(Parcel ID: 4010-20-21; Tax Map No.: 4010-20-21)
Default having been made in the terms of a certain Deed of Trust dated
July 6, 2018, in the original principal amount of $104,545.00 and re-
corded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of Pat-
rick, Virginia in Instrument No. 180001139, the undersigned Substi-
tute Trustees will sell at public auction on July 25, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.
in front of the building housing the Patrick County Circuit Court,
101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171, the property 0.73 acres,
more or less as shown and described on that plat of survey entitled
“Folger Lee Montgomery and Gertrude M. Montgomery,” dated Janu-
ary 16, 2017, and of record in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court
of Patrick County, Virginia, as Plat No. 170000787. Sale is subject to
all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, and conditions, if
any, of record, or other matters which would be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey or inspection of the premises. TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $10,500.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be
required of the successful bidder at time of sale. Prior to the sale, in-
terested bidders will be required to register with and must present a bid
deposit which may be held during the sale by the trustee. The bid de-
posit must be certified funds and/or cash, but no more than $9,900.00
of cash will be accepted. The successful bidder’s deposit will be re-
tained at the sale and applied to the sale price. If held by the trustee, all
other bid deposits will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. Settle-
ment is to be made within 15 calendar days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for obtaining possession of the property, and for
all costs and fees related to recording the Trustee’s Deed, including
the grantors tax. The successful bidder will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee’s Sale, available for review on the Foreclo-
sure Sales page of www.glasserlaw.com, outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be prepared by Trustee’s at-
torney at high bidder’s expense. This is a communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of Atlantic Trustee
Services, L.L.C., and/or Auction.com-VA, LLC, Substitute Trustees,
Crown Center Building, Suite 600, 580 East Main street, Norfolk, VA
23510, File No. 228945-04, Tel: (757) 321-6465, between 10:00 a.m.

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Town of Stuart Planning Commission and the Council of the
Town of Stuart will hold a joint public hearing on Wednesday, July 17,
2024, at 7:00 P.M., in Council Chambers at the Stuart Town Office on
Patrick Avenue, Stuart, Virginia.

The purpose of the public hearing will be to receive comment
from members of the public relating to a proposal to amend the Town
Zoning Ordinance. The proposed amendment would reclassify, from
Heavy Industrial to High Density Residential (HDR), a certain tract or
parcel of land situated in Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick
County, Virginia, within the Town of Stuart, containing 5.794 acres
by plat of survey entitled “TOWN OF STUART, STUART FIRE
DEPARTMENT,” prepared by Patrick N. Hall, LS, dated March 29,
2013, and of record in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Pat-
rick County, Virginia, as Plat 13-910. The subject parcel has County
PIN 4811-14-4-A, and was conveyed to Singh Brothers Investments,
LLC, by deed dated February 29, 2024, and of record in the aforesaid
Clerk’s Office as Instrument No. 240000306. The proponent of such
amendment has advised the Town that they desire to allow the con-
struction of an apartment complex on the subject property, which has
access only from Commerce Street.

As cited in the Town Zoning Ordinance, the purpose of HDR zon-
ing classification “is to provide high density residential use and to
provide for variety in housing types and densities as well as for those
public and semi-public uses and accessory uses as may be necessary
or are normally associated with residential surroundings. In general,
urbanization is planned and utilities and public services exits or are
planned to be adequate for the type or types of development contem-
plated. Certain special care facilities and governmental, education,
recreational, and utility uses are permitted by special use permit.”

Pursuant to §15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, persons affected by
such proposed amendment may appear and present their views at said
public hearing. The Planning Commission and/or the Town Council
may limit the time allotted to each speaker.

Christopher A. Corbett, Town Attorney
108 North Main Street

P. O. Box 1270

Stuart, Virginia 24171

Phone: 276-694-7145

Fax: 276-694-2320

Peters Creek District.

Kyle D. Batts and wife to Elizabeth Frances King
and husband, 26.5246 acres, Mayo River District.

John Carey Bledsoe and others to Christopher Neil
Williams and wife, 8.3817 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Barry William Boyles, Sr. and other to Barry Wil-
liam Boyles, Jr., 3.147 acres, Dan River District.

Dennis Lee Brammer and other to William Justin
Hall and wife, 1.6535 and 1.6 acres, Smith River Dis-
trict.

Joshua P. Cadieux and wife to Nicole Josette Sica,
2.704 acres, Smith River District.

Roger Chatham; EXOR., to Phillips and Turman
Tree Farms, 0.357, 0.700, 36.6505 and 1.0315, Blue
Ridge District.

Albert Wills Clark, Jr., to David Morrisette and
wife, 1 % acres, Smith River District.

Claristine Cobb and other to Rodney Pilson, 1.404
acres, Dan River District.

Equity Trustees LLC to Smith River Properties
LLC, 5.412 acres, Smith River District.

James A. Floyd and other to Michael J. Kerce and
wife, 2.795 acres, Mayo River District.

Karson William Foley to Greenwood Management
LLC, lots, Smith River District.

Kenneth Raymond Forinash and wife to Savannah
Heironimus and wife, 0.678 acres, Mayo River Dis-
trict.

Philip Lee Gilley; EXOR., to Richard Broadhurst,
1.431 acres, Peters Creek District.

Charles L. Grantham to Christopher Mark Stevens,
5.558 acres, Dan River District.

Betty D. Greenwale; by atty to Larry A. Kerns,
2.83, 3.71 and 2.31 acres, Smith River District.

Joseph S. Hall, Jr. and wife to Timothy Van Dixon
and wife, 41.61 and 1.42 acres, Dan River District.

Mary John Carr Hall to Kathryn L. Williams, lots,
Mayo River District.

Timothy R. Handy and other to Michael Wayne
Hylton, 17.914 acres, Mayo River District.

Gerald A. Harbour to Mark A. Wood, 1.00 acres,
Blue Ridge District.

Silvestre Hernandez to SAJ1 LLC, 1.387 acres,

Mayo River District.

Wanda W. Hopkins to Mark A. Wood, 1.00 acres,
Blue Ridge District.

Ronald E. Kodenski; by atty., to Gerald L. Kodens-
ki, 0.3589 acres, Mayo River District.

David Lemnah and other to Olena Piatovol and oth-
er, lot, Blue Ridge District.

Makang2 LLC to Singh Brothers Investments LLC,
1.339, 0.339 acres, Mayo River District.

Ryan D. Mills and other to Leisa A. Jones, 1.7870
acres, Dan River District.

Susan Devereaux Moore to Ernest W. Darby and
wife, 39.1709 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Rebecca Nowlin and others to Benjamin Beshears,
102.137 and 0.257 acres, Peters Creek District.

Mattie Othelia Osbourne to Tony E. Owens and
wife, 9 acres, Mayo River District.

Patrick County Rentals LLC to Nicholas Spencer
and others, 1.09 acres, Peters Creek District.

Bobby N. Pendleton and others to Connie Greer,
lots, Mayo River District.

Naomi M. Pilson to Buffalo Ridge Timber Compa-
ny, 49.776 acres, Smith River District.

Jean M. Hodges Poplin to Shannon Hawks, 1.55966
acres, Peters Creek District.

Thomas A. Price and other to Brandon J. Simmons
and wife, 0.8899 acres, Dan River District.

Rick L. Ryan and other to Wade Evans Byrd, Jr.
and wife, 12 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Derick M. Smith to Thomas C. Moles, Sr., 1.102 and
0960 acres, Mayo River District.

Ashley Stockner to Terry Stephen Creech, 2.000
acres, Peters Creek District.

Benford D. Stone and other to Clifton J. Bardwell, 2
% acres, Mayo River District.

Esau O. Underhill to Caroline S. Leruth, Trustee,
3.785, 7.232 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Ray A. Wood and other to Joseph A. Scarbel and
others, 3.1486 acres, Blue Ridge District.

Christopher J. Wright to Jeffrey K. Owens and
wife, .52 and .215 acres, Mayo River District.

Christopher Ivan Young to Amanda Elliott, 1.14
acres, Mayo River District.

Joey Logano wins at Nashville after
a record five overtime restarts

By Holly Cain

NASCAR Wire Service

It took a record five overtime restarts to settle Sun-
day’s NASCAR Cup Series Ally 400 at Nashville Su-
perspeedway, but two-time series champion Joey Lo-
gano finally emerged as the race winner, securing his
first win of the season and a bid into the 2024 Playoffs
in dramatic fashion.

With race leaders falling out of contention with each
late race restart — 31 extra laps and 15 total cautions
on the day - Logano and his Team Penske team gam-
bled that his No. 22 Ford Mustang had enough fuel for
a final push to the checkered flag. Ultimately Logano’s
Mustang turned 110 laps with that final tank of fuel.

The reward was the trip to Victory Lane Sunday
— the first for Ford at the 1.333-mile Nashville track
- and a coveted ticket to the Playoffs for Logano and
team.

Logano finished .068-seconds ahead of Spire Motor-
sports rookie Zane Smith — the best career showing
for the former NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series
champion. 23XI Racing’s Tyler Reddick was third,
followed by Stewart-Haas Racing’s Ryan Preece and
RFK Racing’s Chris Buescher.

The 34-year-old Logano said he wasn’t sure how
much fuel was left or if he would definitely make it to
the checkered, “I know into [turn] three, my fuel light
came on and it stumbled across the line, so that was
definitely all of it.

"We've got to give a lot of credit to Roush Yates, not
only building horsepower but building fuel milage —
that’s what won today,” said Logano, who still had
enough fuel to do a brief victory burnout in front of the
sold-out Nashville crowd that stayed to the epic end,
despite a one hour, 21-minute red flag for rain only 136
laps into the 331-lap race.

“So proud of this team. It’s been a stressful few
weeks trying to get in the Playoffs so being able to win
here is huge for our season. Felt great to get that. It
feels good for our team.

“So much pressure. Trying to make the Playoffs is
not easy these days in these Next Gen cars and every-
one is so evenly matched,” he added. “I made a lot of
mistakes, even some tonight and it’s nice to be able to
overcome... This is a much-needed win for sure.”

His crew chief Paul Wolfe confirmed Logano’s Mus-
tang ultimately ran out of gas.

“We just got to the point... we've gotten this far, let’s
just stick with it,” Wolfe said of the team staying out
instead of pitting for fuel. “Fortunately it was enough,
but he did run out on the last lap.”

Even before all the extra laps, the race’s sched-

uled ending featured an

LEGAL

amazing duel between
pole-winner Denny

TRUSTEE SALE

1088 Peters Creek Dr, Stuart, VA 24171

Patrick County

In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $56,193.88, dated July 9, 2002
recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the Patrick County, Virginia, in Document No.
020002198, at the request of the holder of the Note, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 W. Blue Ridge Street, Stuart,
on July 18, 2024 at 12:00 PM the property described in said deed, located at the above address and briefly

described as:

Lot 4, containing 2.0008 acres, more or less, as shown on a plat of survey titled <’J. H. Horton and W.
E. Edwards and A. A. Edwards”, prepared by J. L. Bolt, LLS, # 1703, dated January 18, 1999, in the
Current Plat Cabinet of the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, with any

improvements thereon

Subject to any and all covenants, conditions, restrictions, easements, and all other matters of record
taking priority over the Deed of Trust, if any, affecting the aforesaid property.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH: A deposit of $20,000.00 or 10% of the sales price, whichever is lower, cash
or certified check will be required at the time of sale, but no more than $10,000.00 of cash will be accepted,
with settlement within fifteen (15) days from the date of sale. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation that
the borrower did not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale which affects the
validity of the sale, as well as to post-sale confirmation of the status of the loan with the loan servicer in-
cluding, but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered into any repayment agreement,
reinstated or paid off the loan prior to the sale. In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the
Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of his deposit without interest. Additional
terms may be announced at the time of sale. Pursuant to the Federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, we
advise you that this firm is a debt collector attempting to collect the indebtedness referred to herein and any

information we obtain will be used for that purpose.

SAMUEL I. WHITE, P.c., Substitute Trustee

This is a communication from a debt collector.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

SAMUEL 1. WHITE, P.C. (88713)

448 Viking Drive Suite 350

Virginia Beach, VA 23452

757-457-1460 - Call Between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
or visit our website at www.siwpc.net

Hamlin racing for what
would have been a se-
ries best fourth victory
and the 2023 Nashville
winner Ross Chastain,
racing for his first win of
the season. For 30 laps
they raced in front of the

field with Hamlin cutting into Chastain’s lead before
finally overtaking him with seven laps remaining in
the originally scheduled 300-lap race.

But just as Hamlin and Chastain were seemingly
settling the trophy, Logano’s teammate Austin Cin-
dric spun out with four laps remaining, forcing the
first overtime.

Hamlin and Chastain restarted next to one another
on the first overtime, but Chastain was hit from be-
hind by Hendrick Motorsports’ Kyle Larson, whose
Chevrolet’s splitter hit the apron and unintentional-
ly moved into Chastain’s car. The accident eliminated
Chastain and Hamlin had to hold off the field in two
subsequent overtimes before having to pit himself for
fuel — a decision the team struggled to make, but ulti-
mately were forced to do.

That left Logano and Stewart-Haas Racing’s Chase
Briscoe on the front row for the fourth overtime restart.
Smith had moved into second place around Briscoe
when the final caution came out for SHR’s Josh Berry.

Only one (Reddick) of the top-11 cars lined up for the
fifth overtime restart had won a race this season, but
a highly motivated Logano got a stellar jump on the
field at the drop of the flag and was able to keep the
challengers behind with other incidents happening as
the checkered flag flew.

“The winning side of me is pissed with the second
place, especially after hearing the 22 [Logano] was go-
ing to run out for the past 10 laps, I don’t know how
many restarts,” Smith said of his runner-up showing.

“But no, I wouldn’t have done anything different. I
felt like I chose the right lane and it’s crazy how much
different these cars drive with cleaner air. Just proud
of our strategy there.”

Logano’s Team Penske teammate and reigning se-
ries champ Blaney finished sixth, followed by 23XI
Racing’s Bubba Wallace, Larson, Kaulig Racing’s Dan-
iel Hemric and SHR’s Noah Gragson.

There were nine race leaders and 20 lead changes
on the day.

For much of the early day, last week’s winner Chris-
topher Bell looked like he was positioned to earn the
first back-to-back victories of his career. But pit strat-
egy put Bell’s No. 20 JGR Toyota the farthest back in
the field. He spun out alone in Turn 2, racing in 15th
place on the restart with 74 laps remaining.

Bell swept the opening two stage wins to lead the
series with nine stage victories on the season and was
out front a race-best 131 of the first 229 laps - more
than twice as many laps as any other driver in the field
at that point.

‘Just put myself in a bad spot, lost my cool, got back
in traffic with all those yellow flags and put myselfin a
really bad spot going into [turn] one,” Bell said.

Larson’s eighth place showing was good enough to
keep the NASCAR Cup Series championship lead by
20-points over his Hendrick Motorsports teammate
Chase Elliott, who was among those who had an inci-
dent on the race’s final lap. Hamlin is 43 points back
with eight races remaining to decide the regular sea-
son champion.

The NASCAR Cup Series returns to the Chica-
go Street Course for the Grant Park 165 next Sun-

day (4:30 p.m. ET, NBC,

MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR

»mZod|r|>» —|0

Radio). New Zealander
Shane van Gisbergen is
the defending race winner
— claiming the trophy in
his first ever series start.
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Meetings

Monday, July 8

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor courtroom of the
Patrick Couty Administration Building.

Thursday, July 11
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Wednesday, July 17
The Stuart Town Office will meet at 7 p.m. in
the Town Office.

Events

Thursday, July 4

The Bluegrass and Old Time Music Competi-
tion will be held at the Vesta Community Center
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If it rains the competition
will be held on July 5. People are encouraged to
bring their own lawn chairs. Banjo, fiddle, gui-
tar, mandolin, bands, vocals, and flat footing
competitions, with three levels each — children,
teen, and adult. Everyone is welcome to compete,
and they must be signed in by 12 p.m. There will
also be a quilt show by the Mountain Top Quil-
ters. Hotdogs, BBQ, lemonade, soft drinks, and
dessert will be for sale.

Friday, July 5
The community food truck will be at the Wool-
wine Smith River Rescue Squad from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 6

Life Tabernacle at 711 Iron Belt Lane will host
a community cookout and Bluegrass Gospel mu-
sic by The Mark Templeton Band. Pastor Carl-
ton Fitzgerald invites all to attend. For more in-
formation, call (336) 871-4075.

Sunday, July 7 - Wednesday, July 10

Revival at New Hope Community Church, 1836
Clark House Farm Road, Stuart, starting at 6:30
p.m. on Sunday and 7 p.m. Monday-Wednesday.
Revival preacher is Teddy Hiatt. Special music
each night. All are welcome.

Monday, July 8 — Friday, July 12

Sycamore Baptist Church will hold Vacation
Bible School, “The Great Jungle Journey,” 6:30-
8:30 p.m., with a water party on July 12 and a
Youth Service at 11 a.m. on July 14, followed by
a hotdog luncheon.

Monday, July 8 - Wednesday, July 26

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) and Verizon will hold a Verizon Innovation
Learning STEM Achievers Program from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. for rising 6-8th graders. It is free to stu-
dents, and lunch and transportation for the Stu-
art site only will be provided. Those interested
should register by going to https://verizon.nacce.
com/registration, or calling or calling (276) 656-
5461.

Wllderness Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

Wednesday, July 10

The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-
tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m.
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30
a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30
p.m.

Thursday, July 11

Patrick County Senior Citizens group will
meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker building at Rotary
Field. Entertainment will be provided by Philip
Adams. Beverages will be provided to all attend-
ees, and attendees are requested to bring salads
and/or desserts to share with the group.

Patrick County Library will hold an Etiquette
Made Easy class starting at 2:30 p.m. Registra-
tion is required by calling (276) 694-3352.

Saturday, July 13

Patrick Springs Ruritan Club will hold a fish
fry dinner from 4-7 p.m. at the Patrick Springs
Park. This fundraiser will help raise funds to
help the club sponsor community service proj-
ects. The meal will include fried fish, beans,
corn, slaw, hush puppies, a drink, and dessert.
There will be a dessert auction of pies and cakes
after the meal.

Sunday, July 14

The Patrick County Historical Society will
host county native Ron Spencer to talk about his
recently published memoir/family history, “Half
Penny: You Can Make It If That's All You've
Got,” 2:30 p.m. at the museum.

The descendants of John Preston Williams will
hold their annual family reunion at the Hughes
picnic shelter in Trot Valley. Bring a covered
dish. Lunch begins at 1 p.m.

Monday, July 15

The Patrick & Henry Community College
(P&HCC) Board will meet at 12:30 p.m. in the
Hooker Exhibit Hall, Frith Economic Develop-
ment Center. This is a public meeting, but the
board will not receive public comment.

Monday, July 15 — Friday, July 19

Pilot View Baptist Church in Hillsville 1s hold-
ing Vacation Bible School from 6-8 p.m. If your
child needs a ride call (276) 692-8693 and leave
a message.

Saturday, July 20

Providence United Methodist Church men’s
group will hold a community breakfast from
7:30-10 a.m. The menu includes bacon, sausage,
eggs, apples, gravy, and biscuits.

Saturday, July 27

Providence United Methodist Church will hold
a Vacation Bible School from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch will be provided for participants for ages
4-12.

Mayo Mountain Church will hold a Vacation

Bible School from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The seventh annual Rock Castle Reunion
will be held at 12 p.m. at Woolwine Method-
ist Church. Attendees are encouraged to bring
old photographs, artifacts, stories, and covered
dishes. Email Beverly at rockcastlecreekl@
gmail.com or call 276-692-9626 with questions.

Ongoing

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in.
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument,
or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista Ave
in Stuart. New members or volunteers are wel-
come. For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew 1is
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The Willis Gap Community Center Members
Meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m.

The Willis Gap Community Center “ Appa-
lachian Acoustic Open Jam” is every Friday.
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. Music and dancing
1s 6:30-9 p.m.

The Willis Gap Community Center “Golden
Oldies Open Jam” is the last Tuesday of the
month. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food; music and
dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

All Positions Available, SALE REP,
ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper * Cashier ¢ Payroll
e Customer Service
* Account Coordinator

* Finance * Business * Marketing
* Admissions Representative
* Office Clerk * Help Desk Assistant

As part of our expansion program, our company
is looking for part time Work from home Account
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700
monthly plus benefits and takes only little of your
time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you
are interested and need more information,
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com

for more details.

Tired of
driving
to the

landfill? RUGL

Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

9 5 1
6 3 4
8 9 2
3 7 5
415 1
1 9 6
5 1 4
7 5|6
3 6 7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

WHEO

“Small Town Station with a BIG Town Sound”

92.7FM

Classic Hits

wheoradio.com
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Milepost Music brings live music to Mabry Mill in July
F ree concerts held Sunday afternoons at Lconzc Parkway destination

Ashlee Watkins, Andrew Small

Milepost Music is bringing live
mountain music to Mabry Mill, lo-
cated at milepost 176 on the Blue
Ridge Parkway in Meadows of Dan,
Va. Free outdoor concerts will take
place from 2 to 4 p.m., on the first
and third Sundays in July.

Cedar Ridge will perform on
Sunday, July 7. Cedar Ridge is a
bluegrass band that dabbles in old-
time, folk, old country, and original
material. Featuring Phil Lanier on
mandolin and bass, Joe Andrews
on guitar and bluegrass banjo, Dot
Shikenjanski on bass and clawham-
mer banjo, and Dan Shikenjanski
on guitar, Cedar Ridge brings a
toe-tapping good time.

Ashlee Watkins and Andrew
Small will perform Sunday, July 21.
Based in the Blue Ridge Mountains
of Southwest Virginia, Watkins
and Small perform music togeth-
er in a variety of styles including
bluegrass, country, old-time, folk,
and Americana. Featuring their

exquisite blend of vocal harmony,
the duo’s versatile sound includes
a range of acoustic instrumenta-
tion from fiddle and banjo tunes
to mandolin and guitar numbers,
and more. Their music has been
featured on radio, recordings, pod-
casts, film, and television. Hosts of
the monthly Floyd Radio Show at
the historic Floyd Country Store,
the duo have performed near and
far, captivating audiences around
the globe with their stirring har-
monies and hard-hitting, old-time
sound.

Milepost Music concerts are held
at Mabry Mill on the first and third
Sundays of each month in June,
July, August, and September.

Upcoming Milepost Music con-
certs at Mabry Mill:

* Aug. 4: Mac Walker Duo

* Aug. 18: Lovely Mountaineers

* Sept. 1: Erynn Marshall & Carl
Jones

* Sept. 15: Slate Mountain Ram-

Cedar Ridge

blers

Visitors should bring a chair
or blanket for seating. Food and
drinks are allowed on site, but alco-
holic beverages are not permitted.

Milepost Music is sponsored by
Skyline National Bank and Visit
Patrick County.

Milepost Music is a collaboration
between the Blue Ridge Music Cen-
ter, Blue Ridge Parkway Founda-

tion, and Blue Ridge Parkway/Na-
tional Park Service. Milepost Music
concerts are held at iconic destina-
tions along the Parkway including
Humpback Rocks, Peaks of Otter,
Mabry Mill, Doughton Park/The
Bluffs, and the Blue Ridge Parkway
Visitor Center in Asheville in June,
July, August, and September. For
more information, visit BlueRidge-
MusicCenter.org/concert-calendar.

Bear mlly visits Ararat home

Mama Bear on Mary Dellenback Hill's porch.

Mary Dellenback Hill grabbed her camera when
she saw this bear family show up at her home in Ar-

She had two babies, and they ran into the yard toward the

woods.

arat. She wondered if late June was considered too
late for baby bears after catching a glimpse of these

These hen turkeys showed up and also ran toward the
woods.

cubs. One of her sons told her he also saw turkey
chicks near the home. (Photos by Dellenback Hill)

New Rules for Farm Use Vehicles Started on July 1

The Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS), Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
and Virginia State Police (VSP)
encourage farmers to ensure
their eligible farm use vehicles
are compliant with the new farm
use tag required by Virginia law
that becomes effective on July
1, 2024. The new law requires
unregistered farm use vehicles
to display a DMV-issued perma-
nent farm use placard on panel
trucks, pickup trucks, and sport
utility vehicles with a gross vehi-
cle weight rating (GVWR) under
7,500 pounds.

The change was passed by law-
makers in 2023 with a one-year
grace period for vehicle owners.
Placards cost $15 and are good
for the lifetime of the vehicle.
Unofficial farm use tags will no
longer be acceptable for these ve-
hicles effective July 1, 2024.

“As farm vehicles are key to
agricultural productivity, it 1is
important that Virginia farmers
can continue to use them in their
operations while preventing

farm use tags from being used
on other vehicles inappropriate-
ly,” said VDACS Commissioner
Joseph Guthrie. “We hope those
who have not already done so
will apply for their DMV-issued
permanent farm use tag today.”

Anyone who owns or leases an
eligible farm use vehicle must re-
turn the application form to their
local vehicle-only DMV Select or
full-service DMV location and
pay the $15 fee. An additional
$15 may be required if the own-
er does not already hold a title
for the vehicle. Information must
be provided related to the farm
location, size, and commodities,
along with signed statements
confirming its exempt use and
that the vehicle is insured. The
placards are non-transferable
and must be returned to the
DMV within 30 days of the vehi-
cle being sold or no longer used
for exempted purposes.

“It 1s our hope that these plac-
ards will help ensure the proper
use of farm use tags and, most
importantly, make Virginia’s
roads safer,” said DMV Commis-

oryis
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sioner Gerald Lackey. “There
is not much time left before en-
forcement begins, so we encour-
age farmers to bring their filled-
out applications to their local
vehicle only DMV.”

As of July 1, placards must be
displayed on the front and back
of vehicles at all times. A first vi-
olation is punishable by a fine of
not more than $250, a second or
subsequent violation shall con-
stitute a traffic infraction pun-
ishable by a fine of $250.

“We are hopeful that the
12-month grace period has al-
lowed farmers the mnecessary
time to familiarize themselves
with these farm use tag chang-
es,” said VSP Superintendent,
Colonel Gary Settle. “State po-
lice looks forward to working
with the farming community to
gain full compliance and ensure
all vehicles have their proper
tags on display.”

Unregistered farm use panel
trucks, pickups trucks, and sport
utility vehicles obtaining a DMV
placard must meet certain condi-
tions:

* Used exclusively for agricul-
tural or horticultural purposes
on lands owned or leased by the
vehicle’s owner, and not operat-
ed on or over any public highway
except for specific purposes.

* Used by the farm owner or
lessee on a seasonal basis in
transporting farm produce and
livestock along public highways
for a distance of no more than 75
miles or to a storage house, pack-
ing plant or market.

* Owned by a farm owner when
the vehicle is operated or moved

along a highway for no more
than 75 miles between a sawmill
or sawmill site and their farm to
transport sawdust, wood shav-
ings, slab wood, and other wood
wastes.

* Drawn by a farm tractor,
used by a farmer, their tenant,
agent, or employee or a cotton
ginner, peanut buyer, or fertil-
izer distributor to transport un-
ginned cotton, peanuts, or fertil-
izer owned by the farmer, cotton
ginner, peanut buyer, or fertiliz-
er distributor from one farm to
another, from farm to gin, from
farm to dryer, from farm to mar-
ket, or from fertilizer distributor
to farm and on return to the dis-
tributor.

* Making a return trip from any
marketplace, transporting back
to a farm ordinary and essential
food, including procuring a meal
for a farmer or his employees,
and other products for home and
farm use while engaged in activi-
ties stated above, or transporting
supplies to the farm.

Placard requirements do not
apply to vehicles with a secure-
ly attached machine for spray-
ing fruit and other plants, farm
machinery or tractors operated
on a highway between two tracts
of land or traveling to and from
a repair shop for repairs, farm
vehicles with a gross vehicle
weight rating greater than 7,500
pounds, or farm trailers and
semitrailers.

Detailed conditions and more
information can be found on the
DMV website. Visit this helpful
chart to help determine which
plate or placard is right for you.
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The Crooked Road celebrates 20th anniversary
with July 6 concert at Blue Rldge Music Center

The Alum Ridge Boys & Ashlee and New Bal-
lards Branch Bogtrotters will perform as part of
the Deep Roots, Many Voices: Summer Outdoor
Concert Series at 7 p.m., Saturday, July 6, in the
Blue Ridge Music Center’s outdoor amphitheater
on the Blue Ridge Parkway just south of Galax,
Va.

The Blue Ridge Music Center in partnership
with The Crooked Road and the National Council
for Traditional Arts is presenting this concert in
celebration of the 20th anniversary of The Crook-
ed Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail. The
Crooked Road has been promoting old-time and
bluegrass music in the mountains of Southwest
Virginia since 2004. In honor of this legacy, con-
certs and events are taking place throughout the
year at each of the organization’s major venues,
including the Carter Family Fold, Birthplace of
Country Music Museum, Floyd Country Store,
and Ralph Stanley Museum.

The Alum Ridge Boys & Ashlee mine the fertile
common ground between bluegrass, early coun-
try music, and traditional mountain music. Their
powerful harmony singing and energetic instru-
mentals have captivated audiences around the
country and helped earn the band many awards,
including blue ribbons in the old-time band con-
test at the 85th Annual Old Fiddlers’ Convention
in Galax and the bluegrass band contest at the
51st Mount Airy Fiddlers’ Convention in North
Carolina.

Deep knowledge and appreciation for tradition-
al music enables the band to craft tasteful orig-
inal songs and instrumentals that blend seam-
lessly alongside the classics. Featuring Andrew
Small on mandolin, Ashlee Watkins on guitar,
Trevor Holder on banjo, AJ Srubas on fiddle,

Ashlee cut no corners when it comes to hard-hit-
ting, old-time country music, gaining them loyal
followers far beyond the reaches of their Virginia
mountain home.

New Ballards Branch Bogtrotters will open the
show. The group has been playing old-time moun-
tain music in Southwest Virginia since 1986.
Named for the original Bogtrotters, the premiere
old-time band of the 1920s, the present day line-
up includes National Heritage Fellowship winner
Eddie Bond on fiddle and vocals, Bonnie Bond on
bass and vocals, Dennis Hall on guitar, Josh Ellis
on banjo, and Caroline Noel Beverley on mando-
lin. The group has performed at the Smithsonian
Folk Festival, Chicago Folk Festival, and Ken-
nedy Center, and is a fixture at fiddlers’ conven-
tions, where they have won numerous awards.

Tickets are $20 for adults. Children 12 and
younger are admitted free of charge. Advance
tickets are available at BlueRidgeMusicCenter.
org. Tickets can be purchased on the evening of
the show at the admission gates.

Alum Ridge Boys & Ashlee

Parking opens at 5:15 p.m. and is free. The
gates open at 5:45 p.m. The concert begins at 7
p.m.

The Bluffs Restaurant will offer homestyle food
and beverages for purchase during the concert.
Visitors may bring their own food and beverages
into the amphitheater. Alcoholic beverages are
not permitted.

This performance in the series is sponsored by
The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Musical Heritage
Trail in honor of its 20th anniversary and the Na-
tional Council for Traditional Arts. The present-
ing sponsors for the series are W.L.A. Trucking
and Yadkin Arts Council.

Patrick County High School’s Senior
Beta Club Attends National Convention

Twenty-three Senior Beta Club
members from Patrick County High
School recently participated in in
person at the National Senior Beta
Convention in Savannah, Georgia,
on June 16-19.

One additional Senior Beta Club
member from PCHS also attended
and competed virtually. National
Beta Club members from across
the United States gathered in Sa-
vannah, GA, to compete in various

ing, art and talent competitions.
Moreover, PCHS Senior Betas also
took a guided tour of Savannah’s
Historical District, drove go-carts,
as well as mini-golfed at the Pool-
er Fun Zone, visited Tybee Island,
and completed various other activ-
ities during their trip to Savannah,
Georgia.

Kylee Leonard placed 9th in the
National Beta Division I Digitally
Enhanced Photography.

Patrick County High School Senior
Beta Club attended National Beta
Convention in person this year:
Jaxon Ayers-Rosas, Dante Belcher,
Bryan Clark, Tara Collins, Taylor
Collins, Blake Dillon, Emily Eas-
tridge, Heather Edwards, Joshua
Freeman, Santa Garcia, Johnathan

Harbour, Willow Hylton, Jacob Les-
ter, Kylee Leonard, Draysin Masel-
i, Remi Miller, Callie Montgomery,
Quentyn Penn, Mason Scott, Rylee
Soliday, Dhrithik Tanna, Xena Wil-
cox, Callie Wood. In addition, Lacey
Sutphin competed virtually at the
National Convention.

competitions: academic, engineer-
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REALESTATE AUCTION
17.914 ACRES
IN PATRICK COUNTY, VA

Bid Monday, July 1
- Wednesday, July 10 at Ipm
Preview: Sunday, July 7 from 4pm-6pm

Proerty Details:

17914 acres in the Moorefield Store Community, straddles the
Virginia-North Carolina line, offering a blend of open land and
wooded areas. With access via a 60’ right of way through 1617
Frank Joyce Rd. and an additional 60’ right of way from Charlie

Francis Rd, this property is both accessible and private.

See Website for Terms and Details.
www.RogersAuctionGroup.com
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PCHS Sr. Betas Go Carting.




