
The Story of Blind Man Martin’s House
By Joanne Hill
The little gray cottage that most locals knew as 

the Blind Man Martin house has been completely 
removed from its location on the north side of Route 
58 going up Lover’s Leap Mountain. The Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) has com-
pletely demolished to the last splinter the humble 
abode which was a landmark for many years to so 
many travelers. 

As VDOT continues its march up the mountain 
to widen Rte. 58 to four lanes, this house, where 
13 children were raised, had to be cleared out of 
the path of the new roadway. Many who traveled 
the mountain daily, weekly or even for yearly trips 
watched for this landmark, and remembered nu-
merous truck wrecks in the Blind Man Martin cu
rve.                                      

The house was built by Edgar and Della Martin 
in the 1930s and they occupied the house for about 
50 years. Seven of their children were born there 
and the Martin’s provided comfort and nurturing 
as they each grew up and left home. Their oldest 
daughter, Ruby Jean, left home at the age of 15 to 
go to work at Stanley Furniture in Stanleytown, 
VA, as told by her daughter, Linda Smith. Most 
of the other children followed suit, leaving home 
as soon as they married or got a job and went to 
work. The youngest daughter, Cathy, finished high 

school and went to VA Tech. 
When all the children were at home, they worked 

hard helping to run the household; there was a 
big garden, canning to do, water to carry from the 
spring and a cow to milk. Travelers often saw the 
children playing ball or running in the small yard, 
and they sometimes saw a man or woman sitting 
on the little front porch. Often times, there were 
well tended, colorful flowers growing around the 

house. 
The earlier children walked down the mountain 

to Central Academy School, the others who were 
born later went to Stuart School. According to an 
interview with Mrs. Martin in 1985, she birthed 15 
children and 2 died at a very young age. Present-
ly 7 of the children are still living. Brenda Worley, 
one of the daughters, talked about a good home life 
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Fire and EMS issues 
focus of town hall

By Taylor Boyd
Many of the issues that have been 

expressed by residents and fire and 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
volunteers were reiterated at an 
August 26 town hall meeting held 
by the Virginia Department of Fire 
Programs.

Department of Fire Programs 
Government Affairs Manager 
Spencer Willet said the five-man 
team visited the county on behalf of 

the board of supervisors, which re-
quested a study be done earlier this 
year.

“The purpose of us being here this 
evening is a public hearing, so we 
are not necessarily here to answer 
questions on what we’re seeing oth-
er than if you have questions about 
what the study process is. We’re 
here to hear from you and what 
your concerns for fire and EMS are 

A five-man team visited Patrick County to conduct a fire/EMS study, according to Spencer 
Willet, Government Affairs Manager for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs.

New accreditation system 
may impact school system
By Taylor Boyd
Schools Superintendent Jason 

Wood believes the state’s new accred-
itation system that will go into effect 
for the 2024-25 school year will not 
have an impact on how students are 
taught in the Patrick County school 
division.

It won’t change anything “as far as 
making sure kids are well-educated, 
our teachers are trained and doing the 
best they are every day,” he said, but 
the new system may change how the 
schools are perceived and publicized, 
especially as the state estimates that 
60 percent of schools will be either in 
the ‘off track’ or ‘needs intensive sup-
port’ categories.

“That is definitely going to be a pub-
lic relations issue that those commu-
nities have to face,” he said.

Assistant Superintendent of Ad-
ministration Shannon Brown said the 
new system is completely changing 
the way schools are accredited. Under 
the current system, she said schools 
are either accredited or not accredited. 

Under the current system, Brown 
said SOL scores are also the main 
thing school systems looked at for ac-
creditation. 

“Now, they’re a fraction of a fraction 

if you’ve seen those pie charts. The 
SOL scores are just a small part of 
a chuck of a pie, not even the whole 
piece of the pie,” she said.

“Now the accreditation system’s 
going to be based on your student’s 
SOL (Standards of Learning) scores 
and growth, and schools will either be 
classified as distinguished, on track, 
off track, or needs intensive support,” 
she said.

Wood said this new system means 
“your accreditation in the future will 
be more factors that you’re checking 
off to make sure that SOQs (Stan-
dards of Quality) are correct, that 
your staffing is high quality,” he said.

In October, Brown said school sys-
tems are supposed to get an example 
of where they would fall on the new 
system using the 2023-2024 SOL 
scores from the state.

Wood said the division is hoping it 
will achieve the distinguished catego-
ry, or at least meet the benchmarks, 
in the October mock-up.

“We are anxiously anticipating that 
mock-up of what the new account-
ability system would have looked like 
if it was in place based on the spring 
2023-2024 scores. We are very fortu-

The humble abode known to many local residents as Blind 
Man Martin house is pictured before it was demolished to 
the last splinter as work on the U.S. 58 project continued 
its march.

The cottage is now relegated to memory.

Blue Ridge Taphouse 
to Open Next Month
By Taylor Boyd
The Blue Ridge Taphouse is set to 

open in October in the former Leon-
ardo’s Pizzeria & Bistro location on 
Main Street, according to owners 
Crystal and Warren Lenehan. The 
new venue aims to offer a space for 
adults in the Stuart area and be-
yond to enjoy craft beers and food.

Crystal Lenehan said the inspira-
tion for the taphouse came from the 
couple’s travels and love for explor-
ing different beers. “Warren is from 
New Hampshire, where taphouses 
are popular. We noticed there was 
nothing like that in our community, 

so we saw an opportunity to bring 
something new to Main Street,” she 
said.

The Lenehans also operate the 
Buckin Good Eats & Lemonade 
LLC food trailer, which is set up at 
Tractor Supply. Crystal Lenehan 
explained that the idea for the tap-
house grew from their existing busi-
ness. “We were looking for ways to 
expand since the community al-
ready enjoys our food. After seeing 
the space, we could see the poten-
tial for this new venture,” she said.

Warren Lenehan views the ta-

Warren and Crystal Lenehan take a break in the new Blue Ridge Taphouse, located in the 
former Leonardo’s Pizzeria & Bistro.

Garland Hall 
Memorial Ride set

By Taylor Boyd
The 4th annual Garland Hall Me-

morial Ride is set for Saturday, Sep-
tember 14. The ride will begin and 
end at the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
at 101 Wayside Park Road in Stuart. 

Registration starts at 12 p.m. and 
kick stands go up at 1 p.m. 

Event organizer Alan Hamm said 
the ride is to honor his deceased fa-
ther-in-law, Garland Hall.

“He was an avid motorcycle rider, 
and he went to any benefit that was 
ever around that was close by, or it 
didn’t matter how far away it was he 
tried to get to all of them. He didn’t 
get to ride all the rides, but he at least 
tried to donate,” he said.

Hamm said Hall did this for as long 
as he knew him.

“It’s just something he liked to do. 
He liked to help raise money for good 
causes and stuff like that. So, me and 
my wife decided that we would toy 
around with the idea of starting the 
first one, and every year they keep 
getting more and more successful, so 
we decided to do it annually,” he said.

Hamm estimates the ride will be 
about 40-50 miles long. It will all be 
on main highways, and there will also 
be two stops during the ride. 

Hamm said the first one will proba-
bly be close to the Henry County line 
on U.S. 57 at a store as a bathroom 
break.

“Then the second stop, we always 

stop at Patrick (County) Memorial 
Gardens. That was where my father-
in-law was laid to rest, and we always 
stop by there and honor him and then 
back over to the club,” he said. 

Following the ride, Hamm said 
there will be a cookout with barbe-
que, chicken, and the fixings that will 
be sold by the plate, an auction, and a 
50/50 drawing. 

“Everything we can make is extra 
money for the cause,” he said.

For the auction, Hamm said he’s ac-
cepting donated items from the com-
munity.

‘They can either call me, or I’d be 
glad to pick it up, or they can drop it 
off at Hamm’s Garage, or whatever 
we need to do to make it right,” he 
said.

Proceeds from the event will go to 
the Ronald McDonald House.

For the ride’s first two years, Hamm 
said proceeds went to Mountain Val-
ley Hospice. Last year was also for 
the Ronald McDonald House.

“So many people from this area use 
the Ronald McDonald House, and I 
think it’s a great organization, that 
they do great things helping people 
in their time of need, and they’re a 
non-profit organization, and we just 
like to try to help them out, do the 
best we can and raise some money for 
them,” he said. 

For more information or to donate, 
call Hamm at (276) 692-6498.

� (See Fire and EMS p.3) � (See Accreditation System p.3)

� (See Blue Ridge Taphouse p. 2)
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Chamber Chat 

By Rebecca Adcock
Hello September! We have made 

it to the ‘Ber’ months! Looking for-
ward to the cooler and less humid 
weather along with all the chang-
ing of the leaves and all the fall 
events in Patrick County. Before 
we can get there though, let’s have 
a quick recap of August.

The month kicked off with the 
Friends of Southwest Virginia 
Tourism Awards. Patrick County 
was lucky to win three awards. The 
Patrick County Tourism office won 
“Best New Website.”  We jointly 
won for the “Patrick County Maga-
zine” and One Family Productions 
won “Tourism Partner of the Year.” 

The chamber made visits to 
many of our businesses and met 
with new individuals looking to 
start businesses. After being open 
for a month, the chamber officially 
welcomed Tony’s Pizza by hosting 
their ribbon cutting ceremony. We 
hosted another “Coffee Talk” in 
Meadows of Dan and kicked off the 
holiday planning with an informal 
discussion of all the holiday events 
happening in Patrick County. This 
early start will help the chamber 
and tourism department plan and 
market our events. 

We also want to congratulate 
Caring Hearts Free Clinic on their 
twenty years of service to the com-
munity. We are fortunate to have 
such a facility in Patrick County. 
We also welcomed the new health-
care facility that does dental and 
medical to Patrick Springs. This 
clinic is operated by Connect 
Health + Wellness, formerly the 
Martinsville Henry County Health 
Coalition. 

The weather was great for all 
the events that happened this 
past month, the rescheduled River 
Run, the 20th annual Folk Fair in 
Meadows of Dan, and we ended the 
month with great music at the Do-
minion Valley Gospel weekend and 
Front Porch Fest. We also were 
excited to celebrate our hometown 
racing team, the Wood Brothers 
Racing, collecting their 100th ca-
reer win.

September is always a whirlwind 
of activity with the Patrick County 
Agricultural Fair. The fall issue of 
the Patrick County Magazine will 
be available at the fair. We will 
also be helping to celebrate the 
75th business birthday of Dalton & 
Associates on September 17 from 
1 to 4 p.m. as well as welcoming 
a new business, Dynamis Submis-
sion Grappling with a ribbon cut-
ting on Sept 19 at 4 p.m.

In August, we welcomed new 
members: Dynamis Submission 
Grappling and Ole Joe’s Trading 
Company.

For more information or ques-
tions, please contact the Chamber 
office at (276) 694-6012 or visit our 
website at www.patrickchamber.
com. 

(Adcock is the executive director 
of the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112
(276) 632-9266 | www.martinsvillesmiles.com

At Martinsville Smiles, you choose your dentist, and he’s there for you at each visit.

Founded in 1960, Martinsville Smiles provides dental care for your entire family
and a personalized strategy that prevents problems that cause pain and saves

your teeth to enable you to have a lifetime of healthy smiles.

Visit MartinsvilleSmiles.com
to choose your dentist

and make your appointment  
or call 276 632-9266.

Dr. David Stafford • Dr. Charles Jenkins  Dr. Mark Crabtree • Dr. Blake Brockbank

Personal Dentists. Personal Care.

Blue Ridge Taphouse
(cont. from page 1)
phouse as a natural extension of 
their business. “We seem to grow a 
little each year,” he said.

Crystal Lenehan added that their 
culinary journey began with a hot-
dog cart, then moved to a horse 
trailer, and now they’re venturing 
into a brick-and-mortar location. 
“Now, we’re trying something new 
with a physical location,” she said.

The taphouse will cater to adults 
looking for an affordable yet en-
joyable experience. “We do a lot 
for kids in the community, which 
I love, but we wanted a space for 
date nights with good drinks and 
affordable food,” Crystal Lenehan 
said.

The taphouse will feature a 
fast-casual model where custom-
ers can dine in or take out. Orders 
will be placed at the bar, with food 
served in disposable containers. 
“You won’t need to tip waitstaff,” 
Crystal Lenehan said. “You’ll use a 
pager to get your food, or you can 
pick it up if you’re in your car.”

Initially, the taphouse will offer 
eight taps, with a focus on Virgin-
ia-based brands. The menu will 
include lemonade flights and other 
alcoholic beverages, along with food 

items like smash burgers, wings, 
meatball sliders, pretzels with beer 
cheese, and more. The eatery also 
may introduce weekly specials and 
transition some popular items from 
their food trailer.

The food trailer will be used only 
for special events or festivals mov-
ing forward. “Our followers have 
requested that we continue offering 
some of the food we served from the 

trailer,” Crystal Lenehan said. 
The taphouse will operate with 

limited seating due to the building’s 
size, but there are plans for outdoor 
seating and a potential beer garden 
in the future. Although specific 
opening dates have not been set, 
the taphouse expects to be open at 
least five days a week, with current 
hours planned from 11:30 a.m. to 

10 p.m., subject to change.
For more details, visit Facebook.

com/BlueRidgeTaphouse.

The Lenehans, who also operate Buckin 
Good Eats & Lemonade LLC, said their 
new business on Main Street in Stuart will 
highlight a variety of Virginia-based craft 
beers.

Due to the building’s size, seating will be 
primarily at the bar.

The exterior of the Blue Ridge Taphouse is 
pictured. The business is expected to open 
in October.

Tourism Talks
Hello Patrick,
It’s been a while since 

we last talked, and a 
lot has happened. The 
Front Porch Fest and 
the Dominion Valley 
Labor Day Gospel ses-
sions just concluded this 
weekend. Both events 
were successful, with 
many attendees camp-
ing and enjoying all the 
activities. Our Market-
ing Manager, Grace 
Cooper, had a fantastic 
time at the Front Porch 
Fest, while our Tourism 
Council member, Jean-
ie Clark, hosted one 
of the Labor Day gos-
pel shows. Other team 
members were also in-
volved in our marketing 
efforts in the county.

I had the opportunity 
to set up at the Curtis 
Turner 100th Birthday 
Celebration hosted by 
the Floyd County His-
torical Society. We had 
a great turnout, with 
several hundred people 
in attendance. We also 
unveiled our new bro-
chure for the Mountain 
Spirit Trail, a driving 
trail through Floyd, 
Franklin, and Patrick 
counties. This trail aims 
to continue telling the 
history of moonshining 
in our three counties. 
If you’d like a brochure, 
please pick one up at 
our visitors’ center.

Looking forward, the 

Amazing Sunflower 
trail at Doe Run Farms 
is open for visitors to 
enjoy. Our county fair 
began on the 10th, and 
the Rotary Club would 
love to welcome all of 
you. Later this month, 
the PCMA will host an-
other Song Writers Se-
ries at the historic Star 
Theater; tickets are go-
ing fast.

There are many 
more events scheduled 
throughout the coun-
ty—too many to list 
here. You can check out 
our events calendar on 
our website for more in-
formation.

Lastly, I am excited 
to share that I am the 
new Director of Eco-
nomic Development 
and Tourism. I am 
looking forward to this 
opportunity, and I hope 
you will support me as 
we look for new growth 
opportunities. Tourism 
and economic develop-
ment go hand in hand, 
and I am excited to 
showcase our county’s 
greatness. This will be 
an ongoing effort, and 
I look forward to work-
ing on promoting our 
assets. Take care, my 
friends, and remember, 
“Come get lost and find 
yourself here.” Talk to 
you soon, love you!

James Houchins: 
Director of Economic 

Development and Tour-
ism.

jhouchins@co.patrick.
va.us
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in Patrick County,” he said.
Willet said the town hall meeting 

concluded the first day of a three-
day stint in the county, with the 
group meeting with each of the 
county’s fire and EMS agencies, 
county administrator, EMS coordi-
nator, and other key players.

At the end of the three-days, 
Willet said the group might solicit 
more information from the county 
or some of its organizations to pro-
duce a report that will probably be 
made public in early March. 

“Once that’s done, the study team 
will convene, compile notes. The re-
port will be sent back to the county 
for technical edits only. They will 
get a copy of the report just to make 
sure we spelled every department’s 
names right, but they will not be 
able to change any of the recom-
mendations at that point,” he said.

Once the technical edits are com-
plete, he said the report would go 
to the Fire Board for consideration - 
and most likely at the end of Febru-
ary 2025 would be approved. Once 
it is approved, it becomes a public 
document.

“So, whether the county, or an 
individual organization, or whoev-
er doesn’t like it or does like it, it’s 
going to be on the state website. It’ll 
be a record that we keep and will be 
available to anybody,” he said.

Mike Fulk, captain of the Ararat 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, said the 
biggest concerns are money, re-
cruitment, and retention.

“I think everybody here will prob-
ably agree with that. My opinion, 
the second or the third thing prob-
ably would be training, and getting 
money for the squads and fire de-
partments. In a lot of cases here in 
this county, the people that are ac-
tually volunteers, a lot of them are 
aging out, so that’s a big, big issue,” 
he said.

On the volunteer side, Fulk said 
it’s hard when a squad gets a young 
person interested and gets qualified 
and then go and work for a paid ser-
vice.

“Not taking anything away from 
our paid service, but after they 
work 40 hours or whatever for a 
paid service, then they’re not going 
to get up at 3 o’clock in the morning 

and run a volunteer call. That’s the 
problem we have in remote areas,” 
he said.

Crystal Harris, of the Smith Riv-
er Volunteer Rescue Squad, said 
she got paid for her job to fill her 
tummy, but volunteering filled her 
heart.

“However, it’s a different world 
now. The young people aren’t al-
lowed to leave work. If we could get 
the few people that we do have jobs 
to let them leave and not be abused, 
it would help. It’s the communica-
tion between places like that” that 
adds to the issue, she said.

Harris said that while all of the 
squads are territorial in wanting to 
take care of their areas, “it’s come 
to a point where there is not any 
boundaries where we have to cross. 
Now we need to go where is needed 
to be,” she said.

Harris also agreed with Fulk 
that recruitment is an issue, and 
believes there needs to be a mass 
county-wide recruitment campaign. 

“Signs don’t do. It’s going to have 
to be some type of major event on 
recruitment to try and get some 
young people in. I need to be out the 
door, but I still try and go occasion-
ally,” she said.

Smith River Captain Debbie Fo-
ley said she works every day and is 
unable to leave work during the day 
to run a call.

“I can only do so much, and that’s 
what most everybody does, so, you 
know, it’s hard to get out there. I 
like to volunteer, and I give a lot 
more of my time, but I can only give 
but so much. There’s stuff that I 
have got to do to take care of my-
self,” she said.

While she doesn’t know about 
the other volunteer squads, Foley 
said she’s happy Willet and his 
colleagues are in the county. She 
also believes their report needs to 
be taken to heart by the county ad-
ministration and the board of su-
pervisors.

“It will be helpful to us, but it’s 
got to come from them. We can only 
do but so much, and our paid ser-
vice is drowning, Jeb (Stuart Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad) is not coming 
back, and if they do, we don’t need 
to give them money, but that’s my 

opinion. We need help, but it’s got 
to start from the top,” she said.

Patrick Springs Volunteer Fire 
Department Assistant Chief Clint 
Weidhaas said he hopes the vis-
iting panel sheds a different light 
because sometimes it’s hard for the 
squads in their bubble to get past 
their pride.

“In my opinion, the district lines 
need to disappear, especially on the 
EMS side. If we had a multi-car ac-
cident tomorrow with five injuries, 
someone may die because we can’t 
get personnel there,” he said, and 
noted that some incidents have al-
ready come close to that happening.

“We have a problem here - we 
can’t get the trucks out the door, 
bottom line. When we were fighting 
to get a paid service in this coun-
ty, it was awful, we barely got one. 
I sat at the board of supervisor’s 
meetings in disbelief because we 
got our own citizens who we signed 
up for as a volunteer to provide as-
sistance to, but then we let our own 
pride get in the way of providing 
true service,” he said.

Weidhaas said if the county’s go-
ing to have to come up with money, 
it’s going to have to take it away 
from someone and start putting it 
into Station 8 and some of the vol-
unteer squads.

“But we need to fix the problem 
pronto, because we’re going county-
wide every day,” he said.

Weidhaas said the Patrick 
Springs squad is planning to start 
a first responder program because 
of the worry that someone will get 
injured while calls for medical as-
sistance are going countywide. 

“There’s been problems in the 
past with pride being set aside. If 
you got to put more paid trucks on 
and the volunteers try to do what 
they need to do, then that’s what 
has to happen,” he said, adding that 
he hopes the insight “kind of shows 
that, because sometimes it’s hard to 
get over pride,” he said.

Galen Gilbert, of the Jeb Stuart 
squad, said another issue facing the 
squads is the cost of equipment.

“It’s getting to be staggering. You 
all know what a new fire truck’s 
going to cost, or what a new am-
bulance is going to cost, and you 
can’t sell enough hotdogs to do that. 
Back in the day, it pretty much kept 
things afloat, but you can’t sell that 
many hotdogs,” he said.

Those in attendance also spoke 
about how the meeting was not 
readily made known to the commu-
nity, how they believe the board of 
supervisors lacks knowledge and 
understanding of the situation, and 
asked questions about how the pro-
cess and reports were done in oth-
er localities, and what will happen 
when it’s finished.

Fire and EMS
(cont. from page 1)

Accreditation System
(cont. from page 1)

Blind Man Martin House
(cont. from page 1)

Mike Fulk (right), captain of the Ararat Volunteer Rescue Squad, said the biggest concerns 
in providing EMS are money, recruitment, and retention.

More than two dozen residents, many of 
them volunteers with fire and EMS squads, 
attended the town hall meeting.

nate to be in the top 10 for our third consecutive 
year. I think that we would be an exemplary school 
division, because I really feel that we are one, how 
it’s actually measured out in this new system we’re 
waiting to see,” he said.

Brown added the categories will be awarded 
school by school, and not for the division overall.

“So, one school may be distinguished, and anoth-
er might be on track. It’s not just the division,” she 
said.

School divisions that are deemed off track, Brown 
said, will be required by the state to create improve-
ment plans to help get them back on track. She 
added the lowest five percent of schools will receive 

intensive federal support monies to support their 
school improvement efforts.

Personally, Wood said he likes the fact that the 
new accreditation system separates things out 
when factoring scores.

“Currently your chronic absenteeism can defi-
nitely put you in the ‘needs improvement’ category. 
Now with this new system, it’s actually a differ-
ent percentage than yes either you made it, or you 
didn’t. It factors into a performance score for your 
school and so that percentage isn’t just yes or no 
you made it. It is factored in because you could have 
a great school division and you have a high chronic 
absentee rate, then you’re not accredited under the 

current system,” he said.
Wood believes the new system also provides more 

transparency as people can look at different aspects 
of students’ education.

“Change is difficult for anybody, and until you ac-
tually see how it’s going to affect your performance 
and how you’ll be rated, you just have a little anx-
iety waiting to see what that’s going to look like,” 
he said.

and of parents who were really good to their chil-
dren. She said they had little cots to sleep on and, 
with a laugh, added that sometimes it seemed like 
they were on top of each other.  

The Martins, remembered fondly by the neigh-
borhood people, eloped and were married in Reids-
ville, NC, on January 7, 1929. They had met at a 
dance, were young and their parents didn’t want 
them to get married, but they got a driver to take 
them to the event and when they returned, the 
parents had to accept it. When they were at that 
age, Della played the autoharp and especially liked 
to play for Edgar.   

It is interesting to note that in her later years, Del-
la enjoyed playing the autoharp at Blue Ridge Ther-
apy Connection, her grandson accompanied her.                                                                                                                                   
Unfortunately, after several of the children were 
born, Edgar had a run-in with an acquaintance, 
who followed up by coming to the Martin home and 
knocking on the door. When Mr. Martin answered, 
there was a shooting, and he lost his vision. He did 
not let this get the best of him and continued to 
care for his family the best he could. Passers-by 
remember seeing him using ropes and his cane to 
maneuver around the little house. A relative re-
calls that he could recognize the value of money by 
the touch. Della tells about him using his cane to 
go down the mountain and carry many buckets of 
water back up for the household use. She was do-
ing the laundry on a washboard at the time. 

She said she bought the biggest cooking pots and 
iron skillet she could find and cooked pinto beans, 
potatoes and corn bread for her large family. She 
would fry chicken, and Brenda remembers her 
making the best fried apple pies in the skillet on a 
wood stove. Della had a cow and churned her own 
butter, she continued to do this after she no longer 

had the cow, she just bought the milk. 
Before Mrs. Martin died, their home had 

an electric stove and an indoor bathroom; 
thanks to Darrell Worley, her son-in-law, who 
built the bathroom on the back of the house.                                                                                              
Neither of the Martins drove, so their children 
transported them to the doctors and for other out-
ings.  Brenda said she tried to teach her mother to 
drive, but it just didn’t work. Edgar was diagnosed 
with an enlarged heart and died in the R. J Reyn-
olds Hospital in the emergency room from a major 
heart attack on August 18,1980; Della continued to 
live at home and died in her own bed on November 
30, 1997, at age 84. Della says of their life together 
and raising so many children, “With Edgar being 
blind, the good Lord was always there with him 
and me.” (The Mountain Laurel)

Brenda tells of the many children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren returning to the 
home place each weekend, and of Della continu-
ing to cook those bountiful meals for everyone to 
enjoy. Presently there are 28 grandchildren and 
35 great-grandchildren. She recalls those endear-
ing memories of caring parents and a little gray 
cottage that used to sit by the side of the road.  s 
posted by Sandy Atwater on social media, “Time 
marches on but hopefully, history, the families, the 
stories will last.”

The little cottage is gone, but many will never 
forget.

(Thanks to Brenda Worley, Linda Smith, com-
ments on social media and an article in The Moun-
tain Laurel-September 1985, written by Ivalien 
Hylton Belcher, who also previously wrote a week-
ly article for The Enterprise, for the information in 
this article.)

STEP, Inc. and Virginia Housing will open the Housing 
Choice Voucher Waiting List on Wednesday, September 18, 

2024. The program will take applications ONLINE ONLY. 
The STEP waiting list area covers Bedford, Franklin, and 

Patrick counties.

Applicants will be able to apply beginning at 8:30 am on 
September 18th until 4:30 pm. The website to apply is 

virginiahousing.apply4housing.com. 

Three hundred applicants who apply will be chosen 
randomly by lottery to be added to the waiting list. Not 

everyone who applies is added to the waiting list. Applicants 
will receive a confirmation number once their application is 

submitted indicating the application was received. Receiving 
a confirmation number does not guarantee you will be 

added to the waiting list. You apply using a laptop or desktop 
computer or mobile device. Anyone can apply on behalf of 

another applicant. 

You may check to see if you were chosen in the lottery on 
September 23, 2024, by going to the following website: 

virginiahousing.apply4housing.com/status. You will not be 
able to check your status if you have previously applied to a 

Virginia Housing waiting list. 

Applications will not be taken by phone, mail or in person. If 
the applicant is a person with a disability and they require an 
accommodation in order to apply, please contact the STEP 
staff for assistance to apply during the opening time period. 

For more information about the application process, 
please contact STEP, Inc. at 540- 483-5142 ext. 3055 or 

visit www.virginiahousing.com.
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Feeding Southwest Virginia
As an elected repre-

sentative from our part 
of Virginia, I see vari-
ous local organizations 
receive recognition and 
praise for their efforts 
in improving the care 
and health of our rural 
communities.

Food City, in part-
nership with the non-
profit United Way, has 
welcomed me on multiple occasions 
for their celebrity food bagging 
event. Most recently, I was a celeb-
rity bagger at the Food City in We-
ber City.

This September, one nonprofit 
group will celebrate its progress in 
caring for our region.

Feeding Southwest Virginia, a 
part of the Federation of Virginia 
Food Banks, was founded in 1981 
to address food insecurity in the re-
gion.

Food insecurity is a problem in 
large parts of the country, including 
Southwest, Southside and Central 
Virginia.

Some families are stuck deciding 
whether they can afford groceries 
as they balance between their pow-
er bills, what they pay at the gas 
pump and other expenses.

And when food options are ex-
plored, nourishing and nutritious 
meals are sacrificed for cheaper and 
more inexpensive goods.

This continuous cycle of inade-
quate eating habits leads to prob-
lematic health conditions, such as 
diabetes.

Children who grow up in the re-
gion who do not receive sufficient 
food are seriously affected.

Feeding Southwest Virginia re-
ports that one in five children suffer 
from food insecurity.

Lack of access to quality nutri-
tious foods creates harsh realities 
for children. Many can be afflicted 
by malnutrition disorders during 
critical years of brain development. 
This is true even if they have some 
food but it’s not nutritious.

Many families depend on school 
lunches to provide for their kids, 
but such opportunities are limited 
during the summer months when 
school is out.

Congresswoman Diana Harsh-
barger, who represents East Ten-
nessee, and I were recognized in 
2023 for our help in passing a law to 
make it easier for community part-
ners such as Feeding Southwest 
Virginia to provide meals to fam-
ilies and children in the summer-
time. Before the bill, summer food 
programs could only provide meals 
at congregate sites with supervision 
while the children ate. Now, Feed-
ing Southwest Virginia can take the 
meals to the congregate sites, and 
the children can pick them up. This 
allows the nonprofit to take the 
meals to more locations.

While it is the largest food agen-
cy in the region, Feeding Southwest 
Virginia is not the only group try-
ing to solve food insecurity. Many 
churches, community food pantries 
and some of our hospitals do their 
part to provide food for their com-
munities.

These smaller outlets also collect 
food, but many receive food from 
Feeding Southwest Virginia.

For a time, Feeding Southwest 
Virginia was not their official 
name. They were simply known as 
Feeding America because they are 
a member of the national Feeding 
America organization.

But going by Feeding America 
caused trouble when the Southwest 
Virginia group raised funds.

Many donors who sought to con-
tribute to solve food insecurity in 
Southwest Virginia mistakenly 
sent money to the Feeding Ameri-
ca corporate office, when they really 
meant to give money to the Feeding 
America Southwest Virginia office!

According to one official from 
Feeding Southwest Virginia, it 
is estimated that Feeding South-
west Virginia lost out on roughly 
$100,000 in contributions.

Because of this confusion, funds 
were erroneously directed away 
from Feeding Southwest Virginia. 
Accordingly, in early 2020, the non-
profit officially changed their name 
to Feeding Southwest Virginia to 
lessen confusion and make it easier 
to fundraise and solicit donations 
specifically for our region.

Feeding Southwest Virginia is 
dedicated to fighting hunger and 
changing lives. Their operations 
involve volunteers helping at food 
drives, packing and delivering food, 
and their services extend to every 
locality in Virginia’s Ninth District.

Of Feeding Southwest Virginia’s 
three facilities, one of them is in 
Abingdon. The other two are in Sa-
lem and Roanoke.

In the past, I have volunteered 
and visited their facilities in Salem 
or Abingdon.

Feeding Southwest Virginia’s fis-
cal year 2022 impact report high-
lights their distribution of over 18 
million pounds in food, not includ-
ing non-food items like water.

The same report noted that in the 
summer of 2023 they served over 
160,000 meals to children.

On September 13th, I will be at-
tending their Elected Officials’ Day 
event to honor their work in ad-
dressing hunger and starvation in 
our region.

Local, state and federal officials 
all attend to show their support for 
the programs advanced by Feeding 
Southwest Virginia.

Like elected officials from both 
sides of the political aisle, I am 
proud to support Feeding South-
west Virginia.

Call my offices with questions, 
concerns, or comments: Abingdon, 
(276) 525-1405; Christiansburg, 
(540) 381-5671, or via email at 
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/.

VIEWPOINTS

Letters to the Editor/Viewpoints Policy
The Enterprise welcomes letters to the editor and/or reader viewpoints 
of 500 words or less. Submissions may be edited for clarity, length, legal 
ramifications or general taste at the editor’s discretion. We reserve the 
right to refuse to publish submitted letters for the same reasons. All letters 
must be signed by an individual and include community. Verifiable sources 
for information cited must be forwarded to the editor. Letters that do not 
meet these guidelines will not be considered for publication. 

Disclaimer: Viewpoints and opinions expressed in letters selected for 
publication are the opinions of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Enterprise.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Letters to the Editor

Are you 
looking to 
sell or buy 
a home or 

property in 
VA or NC?

Country 
Homes, 

Farms, Land,
Mountain & 
Waterfront 

Property

Broker, Johnny Lambert

Lambert 
Realty

Broker in Virginia 
and North Carolina

Call 276-694-2646 
or email 

jlambert@swva.net

Check out our full  
listings at 

www.uclambertrealty.com

Let Our 
Experience 

Work 
For You.

NEW LOCATION
Now located at 

22199 Jeb Stuart Hwy.
Stuart, VA

Johnny Lambert
276-952-5502

Shane Vernon
276-229-6093

Donald Lewis
276-692-5442

April Turman Webb
276-733-3575

JUNE
MARKET
EVENTS

Stuart Farmers Market

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm
June 2: Tool Sharpening. Bring those dull blades and have

them sharpened while you shop: fee
June 2: 6 pm First Friday Summer Jam Series
June 9: 

June 16: Lots of great locally grown & produced items
June 23: Rise & Shine Market vendors along with our Adult Vendors

June 30: 
Gardeners and Blood Pressure checks with The Landmark Center

Open every Friday will locally grown Fruits & Vegetables,

SEPTEMBER
MARKET
EVENTS

Sept.  13:  Great selection of fruits, vegetables, meats, eggs 
and bedding plants

Sept.  20:  Great selection of fruits, vegetables, meats, eggs 
and bedding plants

Sept. 27:  Information provided by the Patrick County 
Master Gardeners

Open every Friday with locally grown Fruits & Vegetables, 
Meats, Baked Items, Eggs, Cra�s & More

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm 

Baker, Griffith debate
How about Morgan 

Griffith’s debate with 
Karen Baker? You 
didn’t hear it? Most 
of us didn’t!  He only 
agreed to debate at a 
low wattage radio sta-
tion where most of the 
constituents could not 
hear or see him. Now 
why won’t he accept 
debates on two televi-
sion stations that have 
offered time. Does he 
sweat, get mad, turn 
red? Does he think the 
constituents are all 
for him and he doesn’t 
need to respect them 
enough to explain his 
positions and plans for 
the future or to answer 
their questions? Per-
haps he is not comfort-
able standing beside a 
former judge and law-
yer Karen Baker. 

I was fortunate 
enough to listen to the 
debate. Questions to 
both candidates were 
excellent. Griffith was 
asked about why he 
didn’t vote to accept 
electoral returns when 
the courts finding [ 
60 courts] ruled there 
was NO fraud or prob-
lems that would cause 
different electoral re-
sults. Griffith was so 
vocal in the evening on 
Jan. 6th when Pelosi 
was calling the House 
to order, that she had 
to threaten calling the 
Sergeant of Arms for 
him to hush. Griffith 
evaded answering that 
question with a vague 
explanation that the 
court gave him that 
power. He always 
omits that there must 
be key finding by the 
courts of facts of fraud 
to ever change election 
results --the votes of 
the people. TRUMP 
HAS JUST ADMIT-
TED ON VIDEO HE 
LOST BY A WHIS-
KER.

Griffith has 
launched his usual 
tired old campaign 
playbook called “check 
events.” He brings in 
big mockup checks, 
gets the photo ops for 
front page of papers 

and is out of here. He 
votes against bills over 
and over again that 
would help veterans, 
miners, and protect 
women. He has all 
that cash from PACs 
and corporations. The 
working people cannot 
contribute anything 
near that. So, he no 
longer bothers or cares 
about what families 
really need and what 
matters. Many folks 
are ready to move on 
from him.

Karen Baker and 
Tim Kaine have been 
to many events to 
reach out, talk to the 
people in SWVA. They 
show respect and con-
cern. Karen has many 
times visited peo-
ple on the ridges, on 
their porches, in their 
homes all over SWVA 
and here too. She an-
swers every question 
asked. UMWA HAS 
ENDORSED KAREN 
BAKER AND THAT 
SAYS A WORLD 
ABOUT WHAT WILL 
HELP THE MIN-
ERS, BUSINESSES, 
WORKERS, FAMI-
LIES!!

The platform to help 
the middle class and 
give us and small busi-
ness startups some 
breaks is what we 
need. The strongest 
ticket for families—
miners, veterans, 
women, small busi-
nesses-- is Baker, Ka-
ine, and Harris. To be 
sure, Walz is amazing. 
Vance put us down as 
lazy, ignorant, ram-
pant addiction prob-
lems (addiction is a 
national problem) in 
the Hillbilly Elegy. 
He disparages women 
and teachers without 
children. He never cel-
ebrates the progress, 
the goodness and kind-
ness--the kinship here-
abouts. So, let’s turn 
the page, protect free-
dom and work with 
joy for better, brighter 
days.

Vote for Baker, Ka-
ine, Harris and Walz.

Gerry Scardo, Veter-

an
Clintwood, VA

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Lewis Turner and H.H. & Exony 

Turner Hall 
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
Last week, we learned about a mis-

sionary to Mexico, Miss Pearl Lillian 
Hall and her parents, Henry Harden 
(H.H.) Hall, Sr, and Martha Eliza-
beth Ross Hall of Goblintown, Patrick 
County, Virginia. 

This week, we will look at Henry 
Harden Hall, Sr. and his first wife, 
Exony Turner; their parents, and 
their offspring. H. H. Hall Sr. was 
born to Rowland Hall and Elizabeth 
Rakes Hall on the 29th of May 1823 
in Patrick County, Virginia. Rowland 
and Elizabeth had married in Bedford 
County on the third of May 1813. 

Exony Turner was the daughter of 
Lewis Turner and Cynthia Turner 
who were married on the fifth of May 
1817. Lewis and Cynthia’s marriage 
is listed in the Franklin County Mar-
riage Bonds Index, 1786-1858, page 
228. Several writings list Cynthia as 
a Foster, but I have been unable to 
prove it with a legal document. 

In a document written by Jack Wil-
liamson about the history of the Gob-
lintown Grist Mill, Jack Williamson 
wrote that Lewis Turner purchased 
211 acres from Thomas Spencer one 
month before his marriage to Cynthia. 
Williamson wrote, “Lewis Turner was 
an accomplished blacksmith and gun-
smith as well as farmer. On settling 
in Patrick County with his bride, he 
built a sizable log home just north-
west of what is now Goblintown Road 
and set up a smithy close by in which 
he forged farm tools, gun barrels, wag-
on wheel rims and other things.” 

Williamson speculated, “the pig iron 
was probably mined and smelted just 
two miles away on George Hairston’s 
land about Stuart’s Knob, a craggy 

hill towering 500 feet over Goblin-
town Creek and containing a rich lode 
of high-quality magnetite.” 

Lewis Turner was very wise in pur-
chasing land so near to the Union Iron 
Works Company which was formed 
by brothers, John and George Hair-
ston III and their first cousin, Peter. 

H. H. Hall, Sr, and Exony Turner 
were married in Patrick County on 
the 13th of October 1845. In the 1850 
census, cabinet maker H.H. and Ex-
ony were living next door to Exony’s 
widowed father, miller and black-
smith Lewis Turner, and his children, 
32-year-old Ann and 24-year-old Jer-
emiah.  Lewis Turner’s wife Cynthia 
had passed away in 1827, a year after 
the birth of their son Jeremiah. Lewis 
did not remarry and raised his three 
children on his own, based on census 
records that show no wife. It is very 
admirable that Lewis cared for his 
children and did not send them to live 
with relatives, as was often the case 
during these times. 

H. H. and Exony’s first child, Cyn-
thia, was born on the tenth of Septem-
ber 1846, followed by daughter Exony 
Elizabeth in 1848. Two sons were 
born next, Lewis Pinkney, on the 30th 
of January 1851 and Henry Harden 
Hall, Jr. on the 16th of June 1853.  

In 1854, H.H.’s brother, Blann and 
Exony’s sister, Ann, married on the 
21st of December. In 1855, H.H. and 
Exony had another son, John and on 
the 4th of March 1856, Blann and Ann 
had a daughter, Exony Ann. Tragical-
ly, Ann died giving birth to their only 
child; Ann was 40 years old. In 1859, 
Blann died of pneumonia, leaving lit-
tle Exony Ann in the care of her fa-
ther’s brother, H.H. Hall, Sr. and her 
mother’s sister, Exony Turner Hall. 

H. H. and Exony had one more 

child, Jeremiah Blann Hall, born in 
1864 when Exony was 41 years old. In 
1865, H.H. and Exony’s oldest child, 
Cynthia married Confederate Veter-
an David Ross Cox, the son of Joseph 
and Nancy Lewis Cox. Lewis Pinkney 
was the next child of H. H. and Exony 
to marry at age 17 to 16-year-old Miss 
Malinda Virginia Stovall, the daugh-
ter of Joseph M. and Permelia Ruth 
Corn Stovall on the 3rd of December 
1868. 

Exony Elizabeth was the next child 
of H. H. and Exony to marry, choosing 
Lewis James Wood, the son of Ste-
phen and Rachel Thomas Wood; the 
couple wed in October of 1869.  Henry 
Harden Hall, Jr. married Ruth Eliza-
beth Turner, the daughter of Samuel 
Clayborn Turner and Nancy Stovall 
Turner on the 28th of November 1876 
and John married Miss Sarah Thom-
as of Endicott. Sarah’s death record 
registered the 11th of February 1929 
states her father is Pleasant Thom-
as and her mother is Fannie Foger-
son, but her obituary in the Roanoke 
Times states she is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fleming Thomas. 

Exony Ann, the daughter of Blann 
and Ann Turner Hall, and niece and 
foster daughter of H.H. and Exony 
Turner Hall, married John Isaac Wood 
on the 28th of January 1877. John 
Isaac was also the son of Stephen and 
Rachel Thomas Wood! So…..two first 
cousins, both named Exony, living in 
the same household with a mother/
aunt & foster mother named Exony 
marry two brothers! This is why I love 
researching family history so much!

Exony Turner Hall passed away on 
the 12th of April 1886 and Jeremiah 
Blann, the youngest child of H.H. and 
Exony married Miss Elizabeth Martin 
on the 7th of August 1887. The young 
couple soon moved to Roanoke where 
Jeremiah worked as a blacksmith in 
the Norfolk and Western Railroad 
shops. How wonderful that he carried 
on the craft of his grandfather, Lew-
is Turner, who had passed away two 
years before at the age of ninety-one. 

Woody may be reached at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com or 276-692-
9626. 

H. H. Hall, Sr.

Goblintown Grist Mill (Photo from Ron 
Martin)

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm 
of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Husband Upset about HIs 
Wife’s Survivor Benefit

Dear Rusty: This is a matter that I find partic-
ularly irksome. My wife – a retired teacher – was 
told that, should I pre-decease her, she is not eligi-
ble to get survivor benefits from my Social Security 
payments. I’m sure there is some arcane, bureau-
cratic justification for this, but I think it uncon-
scionable. Is this true and if so, what sort of major 
miracle would be required to alter that? Signed: 
Disgruntled in Texas 

Dear Disgruntled: If your wife was a teacher 
in a school district (which includes all Texas school 
districts) that exempted her from paying into So-
cial Security, then any Social Security surviving 
spouse benefit she becomes entitled to from you 
will be affected by a provision called the Govern-
ment Pension Offset (GPO). The GPO will reduce 
her Social Security survivor benefit by two-thirds 
(67%) of the amount of her (non-covered) teacher’s 

pension, which can (and often does) eliminate her 
surviving spouse benefit. The GPO affects teach-
ers in about 15 states who have opted not to par-
ticipate in Social Security. 

For information, this is similar to what happens 
to a spouse who has also earned a Social Security 
retirement benefit – their survivor benefit is off-
set by their Social Security retirement benefit, and 
only the excess (if any) is paid. The GPO is actually 
a bit more generous, in that your wife’s survivor 
benefit is only offset by 2/3rds of her non-covered 
teacher’s pension, whereas the offset is 100% for 
other surviving spouses who have earned SS re-
tirement benefits as well. This is a provision that 
has been law since 1977, affecting all those who 
have a pension earned without contributing to So-
cial Security. Its premise was to better equalize 
the way SS benefits are paid to everyone.  

How can that be altered? Well, the only way is 
by Congress changing Social Security law. There 
have been numerous attempts to change the GPO 
law over the years, none of which have been suc-
cessful. Indeed, there is a proposed law – H.R. 82 

– The Social Security Fairness Act – which was 
introduced in Congress last year. That proposal, 
to eliminate the GPO (and a sister provision called 
the Windfall Elimination Provision), has essen-
tially made little Congressional progress, short of 
a few committee hearings, and the outlook for pas-
sage at this point is about zero.  

I’m afraid I can’t be optimistic that the GPO will 
be repealed, as Congress is more keenly focused on 
resolving Social Security’s looming solvency issue, 
set to come to a head in less than a decade. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Temperance
Some of you may associate the word 

“temperance” with the Temperance 
Movement of the 1800s, which, among 
other things, urged or prohibited the 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. But 
temperance is much more than avoiding 
alcohol or limiting yourself to one lump 
of sugar in your tea. Try to think of tem-
perance as a state of mind wherein you 
seek to practice balance with your body 
and your passions. It’s really an age-
old conflict, stretching back to Ancient 
Greece and even to the dawn of man-
kind. If you remember the story, the 
first humans Adam and Eve struggled 
with intemperance in diet and wound 
up eating the forbidden fruit.

So how do we practice moderation in 
our own lives? As mentioned earlier, we 
need to figure out how to control our 
bodies and our actions. An extremely 
challenging place to do this is in our 
diets. Obesity in much of the advanced 
world is becoming a widespread public 
health issue that if left unchecked, will 
soon become the leading cause of death.  
So when it comes to your food choices, 
think and choose temperately.  Eat 
enough to sustain your physical needs, 
and choose nutrient rich foods that will 
make your body happy.

Other products that stimulate our 
senses like nicotine, caffeine, and de-
pressants like alcohol are another sub-
ject I’d like to touch on. Historically, 
temperance had a strong association 
with alcohol. Recently, many scien-
tific studies have been conducted on 
the health benefits of drinking small 
amounts of alcohol but they haven’t 
done much but muddy the waters. One 
long-standing truth remains clear: what 

starts as occasional, or “light” drinking 
can quickly become a habit, and habit-
ual drinking is clearly a health hazard. 
Because of this, although we’re talking 
about moderation, I think alcohol might 
be an area where total abstinence is a 
better choice.

When it seems like our lives are spin-
ning out of control, temperance can 
help us regain direction. It is about 
balance and control, remember? In our 
exceedingly digital world, most if not 
all of us could probably spend much of 
the day with our eyes glued to some 
form of screen. Where’s the life in that? 
Where’s the joy? Practice temperance 
with your reliance on technology and 
take a moment to collect your thoughts 
and simply breathe. Spend a little extra 
time with your friends and family and 
engage in a real conversation without 
a television blaring in the background.

The true key to living a temperate life-
style lies in our minds. We need to learn 
to safeguard our thoughts and carefully 
monitor our emotions. If you’re the type 
to give rise to anger easily, take a few 
deep breaths and learn the power of 
forgiveness. If you’re prone to bragging, 
give way to more humble conversation. 
If you’re the judgmental type, give com-
passion or empathy a try.  Think of your 
mind as a springboard for all of your ac-
tions. If you can learn to use your mind 
carefully and wisely, you will have won 
the battle against intemperance.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by 
Randy Bivens, MD. Used by permission 
from www.lifeandhealth.org. Courtesy 
of LifeSpring – Resources for Hope and 
Healing Stuart, VA)

PCHS Sports Schedule
The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports Sched-
ule for the week of Sept. 13-19:
9/12	 2pm  Golf at Franklin County (Copper 		
	 Cover GC)
	 4pm Cross Country Meet at Dobson, NC
	 7pm Volleyball at Radford
9/13	 7pm Football vs. North Stokes

9/16	 7pm Volleyball at Martinsville (Martins	
	 ville M.S.)
9/17	 7pm Volleyball vs. Floyd County
9/18	 4pm Cross Country Meet at Galax High 	
	 School
9/19	 2pm  Golf vs. Franklin County
	 7pm Volleyball at Alleghany

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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A new “look” for 
Cougar football
By Pat Delaney
Supporters of Cougar football 

may have noticed a recent addition 
to their team’s uniforms. Topping 
their familiar gold helmets is the 
Guardian Cap.

“It’s all about protecting the kids,” 
said Patrick County High School 
Athletic Director Terry Harris.

The cap’s manufacturer, Guard-
ian, describes them on their website 
as “the leading soft shell helmet cov-
er engineered for impact reduction. 
It brings a padded, soft-shell layer 
to the outside of the decades-old 
hard-shell helmet and reduces im-
pact up to 33%.” 

The caps fit over the helmets 
and attach with snaps and Velcro. 
At less than seven ounces, they 
are very lightweight, making the 
change for the players minimal.

NFL players in training camp 
and practices have used the Guard-
ian Caps, and they are now legal for 
game use. During use in practices, 
the NFL has seen significant con-
cussion reductions among players 
who wear Guardian Caps.

Besides reducing concussions and 
head injuries, the caps also help 
pad blows to knees, hands and ab-
domens of players when being tack-
led or hit by opponents wearing the 
caps.

This season, the National Feder-
ation of State High School Associ-
ations (NFHS) and Virginia High 
School League (VHSL) approved 
the caps for games as an option for 
players and teams.

“We used them the last two years 

in practice and scrimmages,” said 
Harris, who believes now that 
they’re approved for game use, more 
teams will use them in the future.

Harris said that the Cougars 
were ahead of the game when it 
came to the caps. “When they came 
out, our booster club was so good at 
helping us. The company (Guard-
ian) allowed us to pay half one year 
and half the next, which when you 
combine 75 or 80 of them,” helps. 

Harris said he purchased another 
ten caps recently to make sure the 
middle school players had enough. 
The caps are being worn by the mid-
dle school, JV and Varsity teams 
during games.

Said Harris, “if we can do some-
thing that helps our kids’ safety 
wise, we’re going to do it.”

The Cougar football team is wearing the 
Guardian Caps during games this season.

Cougars fall to Bassett
By Pat Delaney
It was a rough night for the Pat-

rick County High School Cougars 
when they visited the Bassett Ben-
gals on September 6, leaving with a 
51-0 loss.

Bassett opened the game with a 
long drive that saw them convert 
two fourth-and-one to keep the 
drive going. The drive ended with 
a short run by the Bengal quarter-
back to take the 7-0 lead.

“I thought we played pretty good 
defense all throughout the first 
drive,” said Cougar head coach Da-
vid Morrison. “We didn’t get them 
off the field. They converted two 
fourth downs in the first drive. 
That’s huge for them. We just have 
to get them off the field.”

The Cougar’s first play on offense 
ended with a fumble in the back-
field, giving the ball back to the 
Bengals, who increased their lead 
to 14-0 shortly after.

During the first half, Bassett 
moved the ball on most of their 
drives, keeping the ball away from 
the Cougars for long stretches. The 
half ended with the Bengals add-
ing to their lead following a Cougar 
fumble on a kickoff return with 37 
seconds to go. The Bengals scored 
on a run up the middle to take a 
44-0 lead into the half.

The Cougars came out strong on 

their first drive of the second half. 
Following a nearly 40-yard kickoff 
return, the Cougars moved the ball, 
getting into Bengal territory for the 
first time. The drive stalled in the 
red zone with a field-goal attempt 
just missing wide left.

With 8:15 to go in the game, the 
Cougars came up with a big play, 
blocking a Bengal field goal attempt 
with pressure up the middle.

While the Cougars looked much 
better in the second half, they 
couldn’t make up any ground, fall-
ing to the Bengals 51-0.

Morrison said after the game, “we 
just made error after error. We’ve 
got to figure out a better way to get 
focused and get our minds right for 
the game from the start.”

Looking ahead, Morrison said, 
“we have to have a daily commit-
ment to getting better. You’ve got 
a whole season to get better and 
we’ve got to do that as a team and 
as individuals as well.”

Leading the way for the Cougars 
on offense was Jayden Corns who 
rushed for 55 yards on 10 attempts.

On defense, Jackson Callahan led 
the way with 10 tackles with Paul 
Pascale, Cameron Collins, Glenn 
Stovall, Conner Goad and Eason 
Harris each chipping in 5.

The Cougars will host North 
Stokes on September 13 at 7 p.m.

Jackson Callahan chases down the Bassett 
runner.

Avonne Kidd looks for some running room.

The Cougar defense brings down the Bengal 
runner.

The Cougar faithful made the trip to support 
their team.

JV Lady Cougars Get Wins
By Ashlee Mullis
The JV Lady Cougars hosted 

Bassett, Tuesday, September 3, 
winning 2-0 with set scores of 25-
23 and 25-22. Brooklyn Barner 
had 9 kills, and Maddy Martin 
had 6 kills. 

Kendra Penn had 4 kills, 6 digs, 
and 4 aces. Meredith Wood had 4 
kills and 7 digs. 

Jenna Woods had 12 digs and 3 
aces, Mariah Scott had 11 assists 
and 4 aces, and Kaylene Garcia 
had 7 assists.  Thursday, Septem-
ber 5, the Cougars beat Dan River 
at home, 2-0 with scores of 25-16 
and 25-21. Penn had 5 kills and 
10 aces. Wood had 5 kills and 4 
digs. Barner had 5 kills, Woods 
had 10 digs, and Scott had 6 as-
sists. Kendra Penn serves for the Cougars.

Lady Cougars Volleyball 
wins home opener

By Pat Delaney
The Patrick County High School 

Lady Cougars remained unbeaten in 
their home opener, beating Bassett in 
three sets, 25-23, 25-13, 25-21, on Sep-
tember 3. The win brought the Lady 
Cougars’ record to 3-0 on the season.

The first set was a nail-biter, with 
neither team able to maintain any 
momentum. The Lady Cougars fell 
behind early, 2-7. After fighting back 
to a 12-all tie, they would not trail 
again in the set. Bassett kept it close, 
but Patrick County held off the Lady 
Bengals to finish the set 25-23.

In the second, the Lady Cougars 
stormed out to a 10-3 lead with good 
hitting and not giving the Lady Ben-
gals many easy points. The Lady Cou-
gars never allowed Bassett to get close 
and finished the set 25-13.

Early on, the third set was much 
like the first, with both teams trading 
points. After a 4-4 tie, The Lady Cou-
gars pulled out to a 5-point lead at 11-
6, and didn’t allow the lady Bengals 
any multiple point runs big enough 
to close the gap to less than a couple 

points. The Lady Cougars took the set 
25-21 for the match win.

“It was a good team win,” said Lady 
Cougar coach Heidi Moore following 
the game.

While happy with the win, Moore 
also saw areas that the team needs to 
improve. “We hit way too many balls 
out of bounds. We need to work on 
that throughout the season. Balls that 
we hit out should have been in, mak-
ing them (Bassett) have a playable 
ball instead of an easy point.”

Coach Moore likes her team’s prog-
ress through three games. “I still 
think we could play better, but I think 
we’re going in the right direction for 
this season. They’re a lot of fun to 
coach. They’re trying. They’re giving 
everything they’ve got on every point.”

Leading the way for Patrick County 
was Jayden Callahan with 10 kills, 7 
digs, and an ace. Eliza Clifton added 8 
kills, 4 digs, an ace and a block.

Camille Gonzalez had 27 assists 
and 5 kills. Journey Moore chipped in 
6 kills, 9 digs and 5 assists. Madison 
Scott finished with 4 aces and 7 digs.

Sydney Tatum blocks a Bassett spike. Lily Hazelwood hits past the Bengal blockers.

The Cougar student section reacts to a 
point won.

Eliza Clifton spikes through the block.

PCHS Varsity Golf 
Continues District Play
By Ashlee Mullis
The Varsity Golf team trav-

eled to Hanging Rock Golf Club, 
August 29, shooting a 342 in the 
district match. Floyd County won 
the match shooting a 292. Parker 
Roop led the Cougars with a score 
of 78. Carter Gregory shot an 84, 
while Kendra Worley shot an 88. 
Josh Freeman shot a 92.  

According to Coach Philip Ste-
gall, “Parker played a good round 

today. Team score was much bet-
ter.  We still just need to get bet-
ter in our short game.”

On September 4, PC shot a 
team score of 375 at Olde Mill 
Golf Club, coming in 6th in a field 
of 7. Gregory shot an 87, Roop 
shot a 95, Riley Belcher shot a 
96, and Worley shot a 97. Coach 
Steagall said, “Carter played one 
of his best rounds of the season 
today on a tough golf course.”

Varsity Volleyball 
Gets Home Win

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cou-

gars got another win 
Thursday, September 
5, in 3 sets against 
Dan River, 25-21, 25-

14, 25-22. Lilly Ha-
zelwood had 9 kills, 
2 blocks, and 5 digs. 
Clifton had 7 kills, 
11 digs, and 3 aces. 
Moore had 6 aces, 19 

digs, and 4 assists. 
Gonzalez had 25 as-
sists, 10 digs, and 4 
kills. Patrick County 
is now 4-0 on the sea-
son.

Jayden Callahan goes up for the kill.
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COPE Experience highlights challenges of poverty 
The Cost of Poverty Experience 

(COPE), an interactive simulation 
designed to immerse participants in 
the realities of poverty, debuted in 
Martinsville on August 28, with sev-
eral organizations taking part in the 
2.5-hour simulation that explored the 
lived experience of poverty firsthand 
through the eyes of real families. 

According to Pamela Chitwood, who 
facilitated the events, the training 
was a response to the changes in how 
clients access resources and services 
since the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Chitwood, of the West Piedmont 
Health District (WPHD), noted that 
services including vaccinations have 
expanded to include such outreach as 
telemedicine, mobile clinics, and other 
touchless contact methods. 

Participants were divided into fam-
ily units based on real-life scenarios 
from surveyed families, each facing 
unique crises. Common challenges 
included only one breadwinner in the 
home - which could easily push a fam-
ily into poverty.

“This was impactful because one 
wrong move could have resulted in 
an eviction or lights out. My family 
unit was extremely lucky; even with 
some hard decisions and situations, 
we ended the simulation with a bit of 
money still in the bank,” said Sharon 

Cobbler, a childcare business develop-
ment specialist.

Cobbler’s family unit included na-
tive Spanish speakers, limiting job op-
portunities due to language barriers. 
She also faced transportation issues, 
a common struggle for many families 
in poverty.

“Families faced continuous road-
blocks, making it tough to make ends 
meet,” Cobbler added. “I encountered 
language barriers and transportation 
issues that hindered our progress.”

Community Engagement Coordina-
tor Brandi Lawless, who played a key 
role in bringing the experience to Mar-
tinsville, recalled that her supervisor 
“became interested in the experience 
about six months ago and attended it 
virtually.”

Police chief reports uptick in scams
Scams are on the rise nation-

wide, and local residents are not 
exempt, according to Martinsville 
Police Chief Robert “Rob” Fincher, 
who is urging residents to be vigi-
lant with suspicious emails, phone 
calls, and social media friend re-
quests, especially those involving 
money.

“Unfortunately, fraud is a big 
problem everywhere right now,” 
Fincher said, describing scam-
mers as “trust violators.” He not-
ed that technology has ushered in 
a new era of fraud, providing easy 
access to personal information.

“We like to have information at 
our fingertips, such as access to 
our bank accounts and credit card 
numbers on our phones. This con-
venience opens the door to those 
who wish to cause harm,” Fincher 
explained. The concern over fraud 
has intensified with technological 
advancements.

Fincher highlighted that old-
er individuals are often targeted. 
“We see calls to individuals pos-
ing as a relative or someone they 
know, claiming they are in trouble 
or need assistance,” he said. Some 
scammers even impersonate po-
lice officers to solicit money for a 
relative’s release.

SPCA Launches First-Ever ‘Fur Fair’
The SPCA of Martinsville Hen-

ry County will host its inaugural 
Fur Fair on Saturday, September 
14, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with 
several free activities. as part of 
its 50th anniversary celebration, 
and to thank the community for 
its longstanding support.

“This is a public celebration 
from the SPCA as a way to say 
thank you for your continuous 
support throughout the years,” 
said Caroline Frith, director of 
development and communica-
tions. Unlike the annual gala, 
this event is free and accessible 
to everyone.

The event will feature informa-
tional posters about the SPCA’s 
achievements. “We have saved 
over 40,000 lives in 50 years. This 
celebrates how many lives we’ve 
saved and how many we will save 
in the future,” Frith said.

The Fur Fair will include ven-
dors with animal-themed prod-
ucts, food, kid-friendly activities, 
K-9 demonstrations, and a dog 
show. The shelter will be closed 

during the event, with all adopt-
able dogs brought to the fair to 
meet visitors.

“We will be bringing over every 
adoptable dog to the event,” said 
Caroline Gupton, chief operations 
officer. 

Frith added that the agency 
currently has several large breed 
dogs. “We are running an adop-
tion special up to the day of the 
event and at the event. Adult dogs 
are free, and puppies are $80.”

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Grad details journey at recent ceremony
Jamie Lynn Elgin 

was the sole graduate 
at the Adult Recovery 
Court graduation cere-
mony held on Thursday, 
August 29.

DeShanta Hairston, 
Public Information 
Officer for Piedmont 
Community Services 
(PCS), explained that 
the Adult Recovery Pro-
gram is a voluntary ini-
tiative aimed at reduc-
ing incarceration rates 
by offering an alterna-
tive path to recovery. 

“It brings together 
treatment providers, 
law enforcement, pro-
bation officers, defense 
attorneys, prosecutors, 
and judges to support 
participants in over-
coming addiction. The 
program emphasizes 
accountability and evi-
dence-based approach-
es tailored to each in-
dividual, providing a 
comprehensive solution 
to the complex issue of 
substance abuse,” Hair-
ston said.

After receiving her 
diploma, Elgin shared 
her journey, reflecting 

on a tumultuous past. 
“At 13 years old and 
up until a year and six 
months ago, I was a vic-
tim of numerous trage-
dies. I lost my daughter, 
my best friend, and my 
mother within a few 
months. 

“I was married for 20 
years to a man who fell 
into addiction. I didn’t 
understand addiction 
back then, and he suc-
cumbed to a heroin 
overdose and mental 
health issues in 2019. 
And that’s just the tip of 
the iceberg,” Elgin said.

She explained that 
she began using pain 
medication in 2008 for 

health issues but fell 
into deeper addiction 
around 2013, hitting 
what she thought was 
rock bottom in 2019. 
“But it wasn’t rock bot-
tom. My addiction wors-
ened. I turned to street 
drugs, becoming a liar, 
thief, and manipulator. 
I lost everything, in-
cluding my family, chil-
dren, and father,” Elgin 
said.

During her time 
in jail, Elgin initially 
blamed others for her 
troubles. “Hurt people, 
hurt people. After being 
homeless, broken, and 
addicted, I was placed 
on probation,” she said.

From left, Leanne Martin, Jamie Elgin, and Circuit Court 
Chief and Presiding Judge G. Carter Greer at Elgin’s Adult 
Recovery Court graduation.

Martinsville Police Chief Robert “Rob” 
Fincher.

Jon and Nikolette Antoniuk helped bring 
the COPE Experience to Martinsville.

Miles in Martinsville prepares for Harvest Moon Run

The Harvest Moon Run is an an-
nual event returning after taking a 
break in 2023 on September 13. The 
event is put on by Miles in Martins-
ville, who puts on several local races 
a year. The event gives runners the 
choice between a 5K and 8K, with a 
music and beer festival to mark the 
end of the night.

The event started in 2014 and is 
The Martinsville Miles’s only race 
that can go into the dark. “Somebody 
came up with the idea of celebrating 
around the Harvest Moon and mak-
ing it an evening race,” said promoter 
Joe Philpott. 

Philpott said the race original-
ly had the title “Dancing on Depo 
Street,” attached to it to help reflect 
the festive atmosphere.

Then, organizers “encouraged peo-
ple to come out and dance, and the 
kids had light rings around their 
necks. The race starts when the actu-
al Harvest Moon occurs astrological-
ly,” Philpott said. “The race happens 
on Friday and will proceed on that 
date.”

The race date varies, sometimes oc-
curring as late as October. “We try to 
set the starting time around 7 p.m., 
unless it’s in October, then we have 
to set it earlier, or you’re running to-
tally in the dark.”

Philpott said that runners who 
plan to spend more than an hour on 
the course should bring a source of 
light for safety. “It’s kind of fun in 
that regard. Most people, when they 
finish, it’s still twilight, but by the 

time we get around to the awards 
ceremony, it’s dark.”

Philpott said that it’s “kind of a par-
ty atmosphere” and that there will be 
music acts, food by Hugo’s, and beer 
from Renewal Brewing. Youngsters 
are welcome and expected, and the 
Arts and Culture Committee will 
collaborate with the event to bring 
crafts to the event, along with offer-
ing volunteers.

The race itself has the most en-
trants in the 5K segment and has 
both downhill and uphill stints. 
“Typically, for the 5-k, you are going 
to see people running between 17 to 
20 minutes to win,” Philpott said, ex-
pecting many to be in the 30-minute 
range, especially since the race wel-
comes joggers and walkers.

The 8K segment has fewer run-
ners, and he expects those runners to 
finish within 30 to 35 minutes. Pre-
viously, the 8K was a 10K, but after 
part of the trail collapsed, the race 
was amended to accommodate the 
repairs.

“Typically, we would see 75 to 150 
people in the two races. It varies from 
year to year.” Philpott expects to see 
around 120 people, with “around 70 
in the 5K and the rest in the 8K.”

Philpott recommends that run-
ners always train before races, es-
pecially due to the hills on the race. 
“If all you’re doing is running a flat 
two miles around your neighborhood 
daily, it’s not going to get you ready 
for that course. If you’re going to race 
hills, you need to train on hills.”

Alfredo Huerta leaps over the finish line. (Contributed)

Nicole is the SPCA’s current longest 
resident. (Contributed)
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Terri S. Wood, Manager

Raiford Garland Turman
Mr. Raiford Garland 

Turman, age 85 of Mead-
ows of Dan, Virginia 
passed away at his home 
on Thursday, September 
5, 2024. He was born in 
Laurel Fork, Virginia on 
June 3, 1939, to the late 
Golden Orbie Turman 
and Lillian Emma Ep-
person Turman. In ad-
dition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Janel-
da Hall Turman; two 
brothers, Douglas Tur-
man and wife, Becky, 
and Roy Turman; and 
one sister, Gwendola 
Turman Tilley and hus-
band, Garland. Raiford 
faithfully served in the 
United States Army. 
He was a member of 
Mountain Home Mason-
ic Lodge #263 and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
Post #1115. He had 
retired from American 

Electric Power Com-
pany with over twen-
ty years of service. He 
loved farming, hunting, 
and raising a garden. He 
will be remembered as a 
loving husband, devoted 
father, adoring grandfa-
ther, caring brother, un-
cle, and friend.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Raiford 
Turman are his wife, Ev-
elyn Mitchell Turman of 
the home; two children, 

Tiffany Turman Belcher 
(Steven) of Stuart, Vir-
ginia and Max Hughes 
(Mai) of Ohio; two 
grandsons, Scot Belcher 
(Emily) and Max 
Hughes; two siblings, 
Julian Turman (Pearl) 
of Meadows of Dan and 
Gonzalee Proffitt of 
Rockville, Virginia, one 
sister-in-law, Judy Tur-
man Smith (Richard) of 
Williamsburg, Virginia; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

A visitation for Mr. 
Turman will be held on 
Monday, September 9, 
2024, at Moody Funeral 
Home Chapel in Stuart 
from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 
p.m. The burial will take 
place at a later date. On-
line condolences may be 
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Johnnie B. Roberson
Johnnie B. Roberson, 

age 80, of Stuart, passed 
away on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7, 2024. He was 
born on Thanksgiving 
Day, Thursday, No-
vember 25, 1943, to the 
late John Warden and 
Crystal Fain Roberson. 
Johnnie graduated from 
Stuart High School in 
1962 and worked for AD 
Hopkins/LE Hutchens 
for 29 years and later 
retired from Moody Fu-
neral Home with over 20 
years of service. In 1968 
he married Helen Wil-
liams, and they had four 
children. Helen passed 
away in 2018. Johnnie is 
also predeceased by two 
sons, an infant Kevin 
Brent Roberson (1973) 
and his twin, Kim Bri-
an Roberson (2020); sib-
lings James Roberson, 
Ray Roberson, Sr., Gilm-
er Roberson, Charlene 
Williams, Shirley Trent, 
Frankie Roberson and 
Murray Roberson, Sr.

Johnnie was known 
for his keen sense of 
humor, that always pre-
vailed, his willingness 
to do anything for any-
one, and for being a true 
southern gentleman. He 
enjoyed pitching horse-
shoes with his fami-
ly and life-long friend 

James Ingle. He was an 
avid squirrel and deer 
hunter and had caught 
citation-sized trout. He 
also enjoyed riding four 
wheelers and took pride 
in his vegetable garden 
and yard.

Johnnie is survived 
by his daughter, Pamela 
(Kevin) Smith of Ararat 
and his son, Stan (Shan-
non) Roberson, of Stu-
art, six grandchildren, 
Trea (Holly) Nowlin, Jon 
(Ashley) Nowlin, Dal-
las Roberson, Melanie 
(Hylton) Scott, Brooke 
Roberson and Maria 
Roberson, a step-grand-
daughter, Taylor (Tim-
othy) Pruitt, and two 
great-grandchildren, 
Rhett Nowlin and Den-
ver Nowlin; brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law, 
Willodean Roberson, 
Frances Roberson, Opal 
Hughes, Opal Williams, 

Sadie Martin, Nancy 
Hubbard, Clyde Wil-
liams, Barbara Morri-
son and Nash Williams, 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

The funeral for John-
nie B. Roberson will be 
held at Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart on 
Thursday, September 
12, 2024, at 2:00 p.m., 
with Pastor Joseph 
Smith officiating. Burial 
will immediately follow 
in Patrick Memorial 
Gardens. The family will 
receive friends Wednes-
day evening at the fu-
neral home from 6:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. and 
at other times at the 
home of his son on Trot 
Valley Road. The family 
requests in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made 
to Patrick County Alz-
heimer’s Group, LLC c/o 
of Sally Smith, PO Box 
1301, Stuart, VA 24171. 
Online condolences may 
be sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

The family would 
like to extend a special 
thanks to his caretakers, 
Kelsey Martin and Mitz-
ie Wagner, along with 
the staff on the Memory 
Care Unit at The Land-
mark Center in Stuart.

Jean Catherine Hancock Gilley
Jean Catherine Han-

cock Gilley, formerly 
of Stuart, Va., and re-
cently of Mechanics-
ville, Va., completed 
her earthly journey, 
age 91 years, and was 
called to the wait-
ing embrace of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, Thursday, Sep-
tember 5, 2024. She 
was a life partner in 
service to the Lord with 
her husband, the late 
Reverend Fred Thom-
as Gilley, Sr. Jean 
fulfilled the duties of 
parson’s spouse, wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, 
and first grade teacher 
with tireless devotion, 
unfailing commitment, 
and boundless love. 
Mrs. Gilley’s career in 
public school educa-
tion spanned 39 years 
of full-time teaching in 
various Virginia school 
systems and 16 years 
of nearly full-time, 
part-time substitute 
teaching in Patrick 
County, Va. Mrs.

Gilley was preced-
ed in death, after 66 
years of marriage, by 
her husband Fred, 
Sr., sons Fred Thomas 
Gilley, Jr., and Helms 
Moran Gilley, her par-
ents, the late Henry 
Forrest Hancock and 
Myrtle Helms Han-
cock, formerly of Vesta, 
Va., her sisters, Mrs. 
Jeraldean “Jerry” Han-
cock Harrell (William 
“Bill” D., dec.), Mrs. 
Anne Hancock Under-
wood (Fred D., dec.), 
Mrs. Betty Jo Hancock 
Ayers (Ellis E., dec.), 
and brother Michael 
F. Hancock (Lucin-
da). Jean is survived 
by her sister, Mrs. 
Irene Hancock Morrow 
(Rodger W., dec.), son 
and daughter-in-law, 
Jeffrey F. Gilley and 
Elena S. Gilley, four 
grandchildren, one 
great-grandchild, truly 
loving and supportive 
extended Hancock and 
Gilley Families, sis-
ters-in-law and broth-
ers-in-law, and many 
nieces and nephews. 
Jean and Fred are both 
survived by a wonder-
ful, caring “adopted 
daughter” who helped 
them both beyond 
measure in their later 
lives, Ms. Sue Bleckley 
of Stuart, Va.

Jean was born Au-
gust 6, 1933, near 
Rocky Knob, Floyd 
County, Virginia deliv-
ered at home by a mid-
wife per stories told 
by her mother Myrtle. 
She was the eldest of 
the 6 children born to 
her parents. After her 
birth and the arrival 
of siblings, her par-
ents moved to the Ves-
ta area. She attended 
Mountain View Church 
in her childhood and 
early teen years. Jean 
attended Meadows of 
Dan School through 
10th grade, and com-
pleted a college pre-
paratory high school 

curriculum and junior 
college at (former) 
Ferrum Jr. College 
in Rocky Mount, Va. 
She later transferred 
to Lynchburg College 
(University) where 
she earned her 4-year 
degree, Class of 1954. 
Jean subsequently 
earned a Master of 
Arts degree from Long-
wood College (Univer-
sity), Farmville, Va.

Jean and her hus-
band Fred both bene-
fitted from the Ferrum 
tuition assistance pro-
gram of the time which 
were the school dairy 
and produce farms, 
kitchen, and other 
work which supported 
the operation of the 
school regardless of the 
socio-economic status 
of the student; every 
student worked.

After eloping with 
her sweetheart Fred 
from her Ferrum days, 
marrying on October 9, 
1954, and teaching one 
school year in Patrick 
County, 1954-1955, 
she and her husband 
accepted their first 
charge appointment 
in the Virginia Meth-
odist Conference, Clo-
ver-Scottsburg in Hal-
ifax County, Virginia. 
Her first son was born 
during this first Con-
ference assignment 
in November 1955, 
and she taught for 
the Halifax Co. School 
System. An appoint-
ment in Nokesville, 
Va. followed where 
she taught in the Cat-
lett School, Fauquier 
Co. Her classroom was 
heated with a wood 
stove which Jean had 
to personally stoke. 
Appointment to the NC 
Conference in Raleigh, 
NC while her husband 
attended seminary fol-
lowed along with the 
birth of her second son 
(1962). Subsequent 
Virginia Conference 
appointments were 
Dry Fork where she 
taught in the Pittsyl-
vania Co. school sys-
tem, Keysville, Va., 
teaching in the Char-
lotte Co. school sys-
tem, the North Amelia 
Charge (Epworth, Sa-
lem, and Holly Hills), 
continuing tenure with 
the Jean H. Gilley 
Obit, 5 Sep 2024 Char-
lotte Co. school system 
after a year break for 
the birth of her third 
son (1968), Gordons-
ville, VA and Salem 
and Vinton, VA. Jean 
sang in the choirs of 
charge appointments 
and also played piano 
during many assign-

ments. She participat-
ed in Methodist Wom-
en, Methodist Youth, 
and all of the various 
Church activities at all 
of the appointments 
during her husband’s 
active ministry with 
the Virginia (United) 
Methodist Conference. 
When her husband be-
came a “full-time, part-
time” minister with lo-
cal churches in Patrick 
County after his retire-
ment from the Virginia 
Conference, Jean was 
a full participant in 
the activities at each 
ecumenical calling.

The Reverend Thom-
as Shepherd, pastor of 
the Stuart Church of 
Living Water, will lead 
the life celebration 
service for Jean at the 
Moody Funeral Ser-
vices Chapel in Stuart 
at 3:00 pm, Sunday, 
September 8th, 2024. 
Visitation with family 
will occur an hour and 
a half prior to the ser-
vice.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that 
donations in memo-
ry of Jean be made to 
Alzheimer’s research, 
Stuart Church of Liv-
ing Water, or to chari-
table good works of the 
donor’s choice.

Online condolences 
may be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

David Eugene Bowman
David Eugene Bow-

man, age 64 of Stuart, 
passed away Satur-
day, August 31, 2024, 
at Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital. He 
was born in Elkton, 
Maryland to the late 
James Parson Bow-
man and Etta Mae 
Bowman. In addition 
to his parents, Mr. 
Bowman was preced-
ed in death by a sister, 
Barnetta Bowman. 
He moved to Stuart in 
1989 and was a heavy 
equipment operator. 
He enjoyed being out-
side, especially fish-
ing. He was a caring 
son, a loving brother.

He is survived by 
a son, Ryker John-
ston; siblings, Beu-
lah Amos of Stuart, 
Melba Curtis of Stu-
art, Johnny Bowman 
of Elkin, Maryland, 
James Bowman of El-
kin, Maryland, Mary 
F. Benjamin of North 
East, Maryland, Cal-

vin Bowman of Stu-
art, Brenda Wood-
ward of Stuart, Mary 
L. Chasteen of Stuart, 
Randy Bowman of Stu-

art and Judy Wyatt of 
Stuart.  He was a su-
per great partner to 
Mariam Boyd of Stu-
art.

A private graveside 
service for Mr. Bow-
man will be held in the 
Bowman Family Cem-
etery. Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart is 
handling the arrange-
ments, and online con-
dolences may be sent 
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Judges (KJV) in 
the Old or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. Which scripture contains, 
“Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death”? 
Ruth 4:10, Job 7:2, Psalm 23:4, 
Amos 1:1

3. Though lame on both feet, 
what descendant of Saul contin-
ually ate at King David’s table? 
Mareshah, Methusael, Micah, Me-
phibosheth

4. Under what type of tree would 
the children of Israel come to Deb-
orah for judging? Palm, Sycamore, 

Fig, Cypress
5. From Matthew 8, who was the 

first woman that Jesus healed? 
Paul’s sister, Naomi, Peter’s moth-
er-in-law, Deborah

6. In 1 Samuel 4, which priest 
had a son named Ichabod? Aga-
bus, Phinehas, Azariah, Malachi

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Psalm 
23:4, 3) Mephibosheth, 4) Palm, 
5) Peter’s mother-in-law, 6) Phine-
has Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s 
book

“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores and online.

© 2024 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Deception comes in sequence
By Van Yandell
Genesis 27: 5-6 & 9 “And Rebekah 

heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his 
son. And Esau went to the field to 
hunt for venison, and to bring it. 
And Rebekah spoke unto Jacob her 
son, saying, Behold, I heard thy fa-
ther speak unto Esau thy brother. 
Go now to the flock, and fetch me 
from thence two good kids of the 
goats; and I will make them savory 
meat for thy father.”

Jesus told us in The Olivet Dis-
course (Matthew 24, Mark 13 and 
Luke 21) beware of the deceivers. 
Matthew 24: verses 4, 11 and 24 
warn us. Deceptions are end time 
prophesies that many believe we 
are experiencing now. 

Suspicion has become a way of 
life. Many of us have come to the 
realization we have been deceived, 
are being deceived and will contin-
ue to be deceived. 

Deception does not always come 
quickly. It comes in stages and a 
“one small step at a time” approach. 
Those that conspire to deceive know 
very well that to try to “tell a really 
big lie” will not succeed even with a 
populace of limited intelligence. 

Changing the thinking of a peo-
ple group must be done gradually 
and with intentional, deliberate 
methodology. The desired change 
in attitudes will not come quickly 
and the perpetrators know that. 

We have also noticed, if the de-
ceivers really believe their lie, they 
are even more convincing. Perhaps 
they have also been manipulated.

A statement by Hannah Arendt, 
German historian and philosopher 
(1906–1975), speaks volumes and 
should get the attention of the most 
simple minded of the deceived. 
“This constant lying is not aimed 
at making the people believe a lie, 
but at ensuring that no one believes 
anything anymore. 

A people that can no longer dis-
tinguish between truth and lies 
cannot distinguish between right 
and wrong. And such a people, de-
prived of the power to think and 
judge, is, without knowing and will-
ing it, completely subjected to the 
rule of lies. With such a people, you 
can do whatever you want.” 

This quote from Hannah Arendt 
paints a perfect picture of America 
today. The deceptors may or may 
not know they are promoting mis-
truths. We can never know the true 
purpose of someone deceiving the 
population but a lie is a lie, inten-
tional or otherwise.  

The deception initiated by Rebec-
ca and Jacob to take the birthright 
and blessing from Esau was an 
example in Biblical history of how 
deceptions have been in practice 
for thousands of years. Their action 
changed Jewish history and the 
change is still in effect.

Jacob was Rebecca’s favorite son 
and Esau was favored by Isaac. Re-
becca preferred Jacob receive the 
birthright and blessing of his father 
and plotted to gain those for him. 
Deception was in action!

To believe a lie will somehow cor-
rect itself is naïve and short-sight-
ed. In the case of Arendt’s genera-
tion, the truth may have eventually 
manifested itself but six million 
Jews are still dead. “I’m sorry” may 
appease a few but when the dam-
age is done, the damage is done.

It is usually difficult to foresee 

the purposes of the manipulators 
or even to know “we” are being con-
ditioned into a specific mindset. 
When their purpose is realized by 
the general population the purpose 
may already be accomplished and 
is, for the most part, unchangeable. 

Jesus said in Matthew 24: 9 
“Then shall they deliver you up to 
be afflicted, and shall kill you: and 
ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name’s sake.” The hatred to-
ward Christians is becoming in-
creasingly evident because decep-
tions are alive and in action.  

Many have asked throughout 
the centuries, “Why would people 
hate Christians?” In today’s world 
of permissiveness and the “any-
thing goes” attitude, the rulebook 
for mankind (The Holy Bible) is re-
jected because it does not conform 
to the preferences and notions of a 
perverted generation. 

Christians are seen by many as 
a hate group because we stand for 
the teachings of God and try to ad-
here to the Biblical standards of 
right and wrong. 

Several of the human preferences 
in today’s world are referred to as 
abominations. An abomination is 
slapping God in the face and say-
ing, “God, I know more about this 
that you do.”

These attitudes have bred decep-
tions to turn the world from God in 
order to make the population ac-
cept anti-God beliefs. 

Our beliefs are influenced by 
those we have been exposed to. Par-
ents probably influence their chil-
dren much more in their attitudes 
and emotional reactions than they 
are aware of. 

In retrospect, I must consider 
my dad’s unintentional teachings 
to me. He intentionally taught 
me plumbing, electrical and oth-
er building trades. But he unin-
tentionally taught me many other 
concepts and behaviors I was not 
aware of, such as work ethic, hon-
esty, love of Jesus and courtesy. 

We can never let down our guard 
to the false teachings concerning 
our Creator God. The God of the Bi-
ble is the only true God that proves 
Himself through His scriptures. 
His wisdom and knowledge to those 
of us that choose to believe is con-
vincing through prophesy and the 
many other conceptual elements of 
scripture.

The Bible contains scientific, edu-
cational and nutritional knowledge 
that only our Creator could have 
known when the Bible was writ-
ten. I personally consider that to 
be proof of the authenticity of the 
Bible.

It seems evident to many, the 
Holy Bible is the only truthful and 
reliable source of information man-
kind has. It is our only teaching of 
right and wrong and eternal salva-
tion. Why would anyone question 
the validity of the scriptural plan of 
eternal salvation? 

Eternal life is attained by a faith 
based belief (Ephesians 2: 8) in 
Christ Jesus crucified (Matthew 27: 
35) for the remission of sin (1 John 
1: 9) and resurrected (Matthew 28: 
6).

Van Yandell is a retired Industri-
al Arts teacher, an ordained gospel 
evangelist and commissioned mis-
sionary. His email is vmy2121@
outlook.com.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

   The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment 
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators for 
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville Residency which 
includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter 
of 2024-2025. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire chains, 
supplies and required insurance. DOT will need dump trucks, pickups 
with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, 
rubber-tire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped 
for night work and be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe 
and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine 
acceptability of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors 
submitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be 
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a bonus payment and 
a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B 
bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All new and return-
ing Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal 
(eVA) in order to do business with the Commonwealth of Virginia 
(https://eva.virginia.gov).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Wednesday October 2, 2024, 
may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the EVA posting for addi-
tional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Martinsville from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM Monday - Friday. Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov 

EEO/AA Employer

The County of Patrick 
is accepting applications 
from qualified applicants 
for the position of Parks 
& Recreation Director.

This is a full-time position 
with benefits exceeding 
$30,000 annually that 
include vacation and 
sick leave, life and 

health insurance, and 
retirement. Annual salary 

range is  $50,000 - 
$70,000.  Office hours 

will be 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Monday 

through Friday.  Evening, 
weekend, holiday, and 
flexible/irregular work 

schedules may be 
required.

Overall responsibilities 
include management 

of all services and 
activities of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
including maintenance 

of all county parks 
and related facilities; 
planning, organizing, 

promoting, and directing 
the operations of sports 
and fitness programs, 

activities, services, 
and special community 

events; and promoting a 
welcoming environment 

in recreation and 
community events that 

fosters a culture of 
health, wellness, and fun.

Any combination 
of education and 

experience equivalent to 
a bachelor’s degree from 

an accredited college 
or university with major 

course work in recreation, 
public administration, 
physical education, 
or a related field is 

required. Responsible 
management/supervisory 

and administrative 
experience in recreational 

programing and social 
and cultural programs 

and services is preferred. 
Applicants must 
submit a Patrick 

County employment 
application and resume 
to be considered for the 
position.   A complete 

job description  and link 
to the application are 

available on the Patrick 
County website at https://

www.co.patrick.va.us/
careers.

The position will 
remain open until filled.  

Applicants must be 
willing to submit to a drug 
screen and background 

check.  
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, 

disability, or age.  

Senior Services Driver 
STEP, Inc, a multifaceted 

community action 
agency, is seeking a part-

time, 20-25 hours per 
week, Senior Services 

Driver in Patrick County. 
The Senior Services 

Driver will be responsible 
for transporting senior 
citizens to and from 

various locations. This 
position will also be 

responsible for delivering 
meals to the homes of 

the program participants.  
Qualifications: High 

School Diploma, 
experience driving a 
large passenger van 
or bus, knowledge of 
senior services, good 

communication skills and 
excellent driving record 
required.  Pay rate will 

be $13.50 per hour.  
Qualified applicants 
may apply at  https://
www.stepincva.com/

employment/. STEP, Inc. 
is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.

For rent 1-bedroom 
apartments available 

$700 per month Located 
near Walmart in Stuart. 
Call 540-493-9835 for 

information.

FOR SALE 2006 Ford 
Explorer. V8, auto, 4x4, 

loaded. 124K miles. 
$5000 obo. 1998 Chevy 
Tracker. 4-cyl, 5-speed, 
4x4, new parts. $2250 
obo. 276-692-6680 for 

information.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 

other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Prepare for power outag-

es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Month-

ly Payment Options. Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power 

outage: 1-844-947-1479 

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs &amp; Strat-

ton® PowerProtect(TM) 
standby

generators - the most 
powerful home standby 

generators available. Indus-
try-leading

comprehensive warran-
ty - 7 years ($849 value.) 

Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs

&amp; Stratton 1-866-
447-0001.

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
&Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 

Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation 

now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 

Jenkins II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters! FREE 

Estimates! Call 804-739-
8207 for More Details! 

American Made Products!

PETS
When veterinary care is 

unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal

healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, &amp; horses. 
At Tractor Supply® &amp; 

Southern States®.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliver-

attorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manu-

script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Compre-

hensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion 

and Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 

1-888-366-7596 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/vapress

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 

data plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. 
For more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage 
organizers, repairs, etc.

Originally based in 
Palm Beach County- 

References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703 
Cell: 561-881-8292

E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net

Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-
hogging, pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator work. 
Free estimates. Call 276-

229-9410 or Facebook 
Thomas Land Solutions 

LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling 

& repairs, carpentry, 
roofing, siding, painting, 

fencing, tree work & 
more! Contact Nick @ 
276-224-4623 or 757-

621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes 

of lawn mowers. Pick 
up and delivery for a 

reasonable charge based 
on your location. We offer 

disposal of old mowers 
with free pick up. Call 
276-694-3748. If no 

answer, leave your name 
and number. We’ll call 

you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

The County of Patrick 
is accepting applications 
from qualified applicants 

for the position of Chief of 
Fire & EMS.

This is a full-time position 
with benefits exceeding 
$38,000 annually that 
include vacation and 
sick leave, life and 

health insurance, and 
retirement. Annual salary 

range is  $72,000 - 
$76,000.  Office hours 

will be 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Monday 

through Friday.  Evening, 
weekend, holiday, and 
flexible/irregular work 

schedules may be 
required.

Overall responsibilities 
include the 

performance of complex 
administrative work in 
developing, directing, 
and implementing a 

comprehensive Fire/EMS 
program for the County, 
as well as acting as an 

incident commander 
and emergency 

operations manager 
as needed; overseeing 
the County’s Paid EMS 

service and coordinating 
programming and 

services with volunteer 
units of fire and rescue 
throughout the County; 

and serving as the 
County’s Fire Chief and 

Emergency Services 
Coordinator. 

Immediate responsibilities 
include working with the 

County Administrator 
and Director of Facilities 

on establishing a new 
building for paid Fire & 
EMS staff; working with 

the County Administrator 
and County Attorney on 

updating Patrick County’s 
Emergency Services 

Ordinance; and working 
with the Mobile Health 
Unit Project Manager 

on executing the Mobile 
Health program in Patrick 

County
Any combination of 

education and experience 
equivalent to graduation 

from an accredited 
college or university with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Fire Science, Emergency 
Management, Public 

Administration, Business 
Administration, or related 

advanced education in 
Fire/EMS or emergency 

management fields is 
required.  Familiarity 

with the FEMA 
Emergency Management 

Comprehensive 
Preparedness 

Guide (CPG 101) is 
preferred.  Experience 
coordinating with local, 

state, and federal 
organizations, including 

but not limited to, the 
Virginia Department of 

Emergency Management, 
Virginia Department 

of Fire Programs, 
and Virginia Office of 
Emergency Medical 

Services is also 
preferred.  

Applicants must 
submit a Patrick 

County employment 
application and resume 
to be considered for the 
position.   A complete 
job description, listing 

of required licenses and 
certifications, and link 
to the application are 

available on the Patrick 
County website at https://

www.co.patrick.va.us/
careers.

The position will 
remain open until filled.  

Applicants must be 
willing to submit to a drug 
screen and background 

check.  
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, 
disability, or age.  

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

LEGAL

LEGALLegal 2 col x 2”
0911

NOTICE OF TAKING EVIDENCE TO DETERMINE VALUE & 
IDENTITY OF ESTATE ASSETS 

In re: Roger Dale Philpott, Sr., Deceased
 Patrick County Circuit Court
 Case File No.: 220000128

At the request of the Executor of the Estate of Roger Dale Phil-
pott, Sr., deceased, and pursuant to Virginia Code Section 64.2-1209, 
a hearing has been scheduled for September 23, 2024, at 11:00 a.m., 
at 6 Moss Street, The Phoenix Building, Martinsville, Virginia, as the 
time and place for receiving evidence as to the value and identity of 
assets of the estate. 

  Janine M. Jacob, Commissioner of Accounts
  P.O. Box 884/6 Moss Street
  Martinsville, VA 24114
  Phone: 276-403-4252

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0904 0911

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to 15.2-1800 of the Code of Virginia, the Council of the 

Town of Stuart will hold a public hearing at its regular Town Council 
meeting on Wednesday, September 18, 2024, at 7:00 PM, in Council 
Chambers at the Stuart Town Office at 100 Patrick Avenue in Stuart, 
Virginia.

The purpose of the public hearing is (1) to give the public notice 
of the Town’s intention to convey certain interests in land, and (2) to 
receive comment thereon by the public.

First, the Town proposes to convey, gratis, to the Patrick County 
Public Service Authority, that tract of 0.342 acre, more or less, and 
commonly known as the Campbell Farm Loop Pump Station, and 
bearing County PIN 4911-9-72.

Second, the Town proposes to convey, gratis, to the Patrick County 
Public Service Authority any interest the Town may have in that tract 
of 0.06 acre, more or less, and commonly known as the Rich Creek 
Pump Station, and being a portion of those lands bearing County PIN 
4911-57.

The Mayor of Council may limit the time allotted to each speaker 
at the public hearing.

  Christopher A. Corbett, Town Attorney
  108 North Main Street
  P.O. Box 1270
  Stuart, Virginia 24171
  Telephone: (276) 694-7145 
  Facsimile: (276) 694-2320
  cacorbett@cacorbettlaw.com
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to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
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RURAL SERVICES
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to be considered for publication. All letters will 
be verified before publication. The Enterprise 
reserves the right to deny publication of  any let-
ter and edit letters for length, content and style.
Postermaster: send address changes to The Enterprise, P.O. Box 348, Stuart, 
VA 24171-0348. Subscription Rates: $32 per year in Patrick County; $42 per 
year In state, $43 per year out of state. Single copies $1.00. 

Meetings

Monday, Sept. 16
The Patrick & Henry Community College 

(P&HCC) Board will meet at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Hooker Exhibit Hall of the Frith Economic De-
velopment Center. 

Tuesday, Sept. 17
The Department of Social Services Advisory 

Board meets at 3 p.m. in Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College’s (P&HCC’s) community room.

The Patrick County Planning Commission will 
hold its regular business meeting at 6 p.m. in 
the community room of Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&HCC).

Wednesday, Sept. 18
Rescheduled meeting of the Patrick County 

School Board, 5:30 p.m. in the School Board Of-
fice.

The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
in the town office.

Tuesday, Sept. 24
The Patrick County Special Education Adviso-

ry Committee (SEAC) will meet at 4 p.m. at the 
Patrick County School Board in the Conference 
Room.

Events

Wednesday, Sept. 11
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold dis-

tribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. 
and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30 
a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 
p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 14
Day Camp 2024 – “The Game of Life,” 9:30 

a.m. to 4 p.m. at Springs of Life Camp & Re-
treat. Free to attend. Preregistration required at 
www.springsoflifecamp.org.

Sunday, Sept. 15
The Goard Family Reunion will be held at 1 

p.m. at the Patrick Springs Fire Department.

Roger Wells will be in concert at 4 p.m. at Pleas-
ant View Baptist Church in Patrick Springs. All 
are invited. A love offering will be taken.

Thursday, Sept. 19
The Carroll County Genealogy Club will hold 

its monthly business meeting at 5 p.m. in the 
club’s library on the left side of the Historical 
Courthouse in Hillsville. Following a brief busi-
ness meeting the club will host a special pre-
sentation by Emily Bowman, branch manager 
of the Carroll County Public Library, about the 
records and books at their facility available for 
genealogy research. Plenty of parking in the 
back or on Main Street. Call (276) 266-8016 or 
email to carroll.va.genealogy@gmail.com, or vis-
it social media. 

Friday, Sept. 20
The community food truck will be at Woolwine 

VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sep. 21
Mayo Mountain Church will hold a Women’s 

Conference from 2-6 p.m.

Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 
hold a Country Breakfast from 6:30-10 a.m. 
Dine-in prices for adult plates are $10 and child 
plates are $5. All to go plates are $10. To place 
an order, call (276) 930-2113.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, 
or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month 
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista Ave 
in Stuart. New members or volunteers are wel-
come. For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club 
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in 

town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. 
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or 
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart 
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The Willis Gap Community Center: Members 
Meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every 
Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. The mu-
sic and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies 
Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the month. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, music and dancing 
from 6:30-9 p.m.

Pets of the Week

These two are still waiting for someone to give 
them a home. The white one is a female with a 
sweet disposition. The black and white one is a 
male who can’t be around chickens. Both have been 
waiting a long time and are desperate for a home. 

Visit the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS) in person or view available pets on Face-
book. Call the shelter at (276) 694-6259 for addi-
tional information.

Adoption fees are only $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and a rabies vaccination. 
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Three CPR Classes 
to be offered this fall

Surry Community College is 
offering three CPR certification 
classes that will meet in Septem-
ber, October, and November.

The first class will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 27, from noon to 
4 p.m. at the Center for Public 
Safety, 1220 Slate Street, Mount 
Airy.

The second class will be held 
Friday, Oct. 25, from 8 a.m. to 
noon, at The Yadkin Center, 1001 

College Drive, Yadkinville.
The third class will be held Fri-

day, Nov. 22, from noon to 4 p.m., 
at the Center for Public Safety, 
1220 Slate Street, Mount Airy.

This class will certify students 
with Healthcare Provider-level of 
CPR. The tuition is $70.

For more information and to 
register, contact Dr. Doug Under-
wood at (336) 386-3584 or under-
woodd@surry.edu.

Road closure 
extended to Oct. 3

The closure of a portion of Gob-
lintown Creek Road (Virginia 
635) will continue through Oct. 3, 
according to an update from the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT).

The road will remain closed to 
through traffic from 0.10 mile 
from Virginia 57 (Fairystone 
Park Highway) to 0.40 mile from 

Thomas Farm Road (Virginia 
788) for a bridge repair and ad-
ditional work over Goblintown 
Creek.  

A detour and directional signs 
will be in place to assist commut-
ers. 

The road was initially sched-
uled to re-open on Thursday, Sep-
tember 19.

More than 50 indictments handed down
Grand jurors handed down more 

than 50 indictments on September 
2, according to records in the Pat-
rick County Court Clerk’s Office.

An indictment is not an indication 
of guilt, but a grand jury’s determi-
nation that enough evidence exists 
to warrant a trial.

Those named in the indictments 
are:

*David Anthony Clark, 41, of Stu-
art, child endangerment, Feb. 2.

*Greta Anette McAdams, 55, of 
Stuart, embezzlement, August 1, 
2023 through November 30, 2023.

*Charles Thomas Cooper, 36, of 
Ridgeway, unauthorized use of ve-
hicle, Feb. 5.

*Dakota Ray Goins, 24, of Stuart, 
forgery of bank note, March 6.

*Dakota Storm Lewis, 20, of Bas-
sett, two counts written threat to 
kill, Feb. 15.

*Charles Richard Milligan, Jr., 
28, of Collinsville, possession of 
Schedule I or II drugs, March 19.

*Shannon Gray Pack, 32, of 
Claudville, one count each abduc-
tion and unauthorized use of vehi-
cle, April 16.

*James Nelson Thompson, 25, of 
Bassett, one count each possession 
with intent to distribute and child 
endangerment, March 6.

*Mason Wyatt Wasoski, 23, of 
Stuart, one count each possession of 

a firearm while possessing a Sched-
ule I or II drug, possession with in-
tent to distribute, carnal knowledge 
of a child 13-14 years old, indecent 
liberties, and distribute <1 oz. mar-
ijuana to minor, December 1, 2023 
through January 25.

*Travon Devonte Beal, 24, of 
Martinsville, elude, April 27.

*Elijah Christian Lizana, 23, of 
Collinsville, one count each stran-
gulation and child endangerment, 
March 13.

*Keith Douglas Shaver, 69, of 
Laurel Fork, four counts each in-
decent liberties - aggravated sex-
ual battery, and two counts object 
sexual penetration, on or between 
February 1, 2023 and November 
29, 2023.

*Austin Kenneth Bowman, 28, of 
Stuart, elude, Feb. 20.

*Luther Lee Barnes, 52, of Stu-
art, grand larceny of a motor vehi-
cle, Feb. 19.

*Dillon James Gustafson, 24, of 
Ararat, one count each grand larce-
ny and larceny of a firearm, May 1, 
2023.

*Daniel Shields Reynolds, 40, of 
Bassett, one count each arson and 
attempt to commit 1st degree mur-
der, Dec. 7, 2023.

*Taylor Renee Rorrer-Haynes, 
24, of Stuart, one count each unau-
thorized use of vehicle and grand 

larceny of a motor vehicle, April 8.
*William Massie Pritt, Jr., 52, of 

Spencer, child endangerment, Oct. 
29, 2023.

*Samantha Nicole Craddock, 33, 
of Stuart, break and enter, April 24.

*David Clyde Fain, 51, of Stu-
art, one count each possession of a 
Schedule I or II drug and possession 
of Schedule I or II drugs, March 24 
through June 26.

*Jimmy Roosevelt Jones, Jr., 45, 
of Stuart, one count each grand lar-
ceny and break and enter, April 24.

*Kendal Marie Jones aka Kendal 
Marie Rock-Vainter, 32, of Stuart, 
break and enter, April 24.

*Albert John Kellenbenz Iii, 47, 
of Stuart, break and enter, April 24.

*Lawrence McKinley Martin, 
69, of Winston-Salem, N.C., obtain 
money by false pretense, May 8.

*Brandon Garrick Pegram, 33, 
of Meadows of Dan, one count each 
possession of ammunition by fel-
on and possession of a firearm by 
non-violent felon w/in 10 years, 
June 12.

*Jakeyse Tychon Bostick, 23, of 
Collinsville, one count each obtain 
money by false pretense, forgery, 
and uttering, Sept. 29, 2023.

*Nyzah Antonio Bradley, 22, of 
Martinsville, one count each obtain 
money by false pretense, forgery, 
uttering, Oct. 3, 2023.

*Alexis Danielle Collins, 25, of 
Mount Airy, NC, possession of 
Schedule I or II drugs, August 21, 
2023.

*Robin Suzanne Criner, 47, of 
Stuart, possession of Schedule I or 
II drugs, December 9, 2023.

*Jadakiss Finney-Martin, 22, of 
Martinsville, one count each obtain 
money by false pretense, forgery, 
and uttering, Sept. 29, 2023.

*Tracy Devin Goins, 29, of Stu-
art, two counts each identify theft 
and embezzlement, one or between 
February 16, 2023 through Febru-
ary 15.

*Victoria Kaye Henderson, 42, of 
Stuart, possession of Schedule I or 
II drugs, April 6, 2023.

*Shannon Gray Pack, 32, of 
Claudville, violation of protective 
order, April 16.

*Amari Pounds, 20, of Martins-
ville, one count each obtain money 
by false pretense, forgery, uttering, 
October 9, 2023.

*Chester Dwayne Vernon, 61, of 
Martinsville, two counts each in-
decent liberties, aggravated sexual 
batteries, and object sexual pene-
tration, on or between January 1, 
2016 and December 31, 2018.

*Teresina Kitchen Wheeler, 63, of 
Martinsville, possession of Sched-
ule I or II drugs, December 27, 2023.

FAFSA Blitz offered this month at P&HCC
Patrick & Henry Community 

College’s TRIO Educational Oppor-
tunity Center (EOC) will host its 
month-long 2024-2025 FAFSA Blitz 
through September 30, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. each business day at the 
TRIO EOC office in the Walker Fine 
Arts Building.

The FAFSA Blitz offers students 
an opportunity to receive free assis-
tance completing the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA) for the 2024-2025 academic 
year. In addition to FAFSA comple-
tion services, TRIO EOC will pro-
vide college advising, referrals, and 
prizes to students who complete 
their FAFSA during the event.

Appointments are encouraged, 
but walk-ins are also welcome. A 
TRIO representative is in Mar-
tinsville on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday of each week, 
at P&HCC’s Patrick County Site on 

September 10 and 24, and at the 
Franklin Center on September 17. 
As part of federal reporting require-
ments, all participating students 
will be asked to complete the TRIO 

EOC intake form.

“We encourage all eligible stu-
dents to take advantage of this 
free service,” said Sharon Harris, 
Program Director for TRIO EOC. 
“Completing the FAFSA is a cru-
cial step in securing financial aid 
for college, and our team is here to 
make the process as smooth and 
stress-free as possible. This is also 
a great opportunity to learn about 
additional resources and support 
available through the TRIO EOC.”

For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, contact the 
P&HCC TRIO EOC office on P&H-
CC’s main campus in Martinsville 
at 276-656-5491, at the Patrick 
County Site in Stuart at 276-656-
0338, or the Franklin Center in 
Rocky Mount at 540-483-0179.

Shirley Williams assists a family in the TRIO office.

Surry Community College is offering three Healthcare Provider-level CPR certification 
classes that will meet Sept. 27, Oct. 25, and Nov. 22.
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•  25hp, 4WD
• Lift Capacity up to 754lbs

1025R Tractor

As Low As

3025E Tractor3025E Tractor

As Low As

•  25hp, 4WD
• Lift Capacity up to 1356lbs

0% FOR
72 MONTHS

On Select John Deere Tractors

•  44hp, 4WD
• Lift Capacity up to 2500lbs As Low As

4044M Tractor

• Lift Capacity up to 754lbs

•  44hp, 4WD
• Lift Capacity up to 2500lbs As Low As

4044M Tractor

Offers end 10/25/2024. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Financial. Payments based on 10% down, 
0% APR for 72 months. Attachments shown not included in monthly payment. Cash discounts available. Some 
restrictions may apply. See James River for complete details.

ONLINE AUCTION
Log Home & Acreage for Sale in Stuart, VA

Bidding Ends Wednesday, September 18th at 4 PM
2311 Central Academy Rd., Stuart, VA 24171

Bid NOW at VAAuctionPro.com
Searching for your weekend retreat or 

permanent home in the mountains of Pat-
rick County, VA? Check out this 1,664 sq ft 
log home which features 3 bedrooms and 
2 full baths. The kitchen appliances includ-
ed a range, fridge, microwave and wood 
cook stove. The walls in the kitchen, living 
room, and dining area are wood, while the 
bedrooms and baths are a mix of wood 
and drywall. You will find hardwood flooring 
throughout the home, ceramic tile in the 
bathrooms, and vinyl in the laundry area. 
This home, which was constructed in 1999, 
features a full unfinished basement. The 
basement has been plumbed for a bathroom 
and could easily be finished into more living 
space. Downstairs you will also find a 2 car 
garage.

The home is surrounded by +/- 55.98 
acres of wooded and open land with a small 
stream. Enjoy the views from the front porch. 
The barn would be ideal for equipment 
storage. Home does have a well, but it is no 
longer in working order, the current water 
source is a spring. The first approximately 
400ft of the driveway is through a private, 
gravel right of way. The driveway leading to 
the home is paved.

CONTACT: Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email 
Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com. You can also contact  

Realtor Levi Cox 540-230-7162 or email LeviCox87@gmail.com

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24901
Lic#2907004059

(540) 745-2005
VAAuctionPro.com

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money 
Deposit of $5,000 is required on the day of sale. Close on or before November 4th, 2024. Subject to seller confirmation. 
Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence before placing a 
bid. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on September 18th, 2024. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new 
bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you 
receive notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder 
Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

Meet Patrick County’s Master Gardeners

By Kristine Adel
PCMG
More than 150 years ago, law-

makers in the federal government 
recognized a need for unbiased, 
science-based advice and education 
among the farmers and agricultur-
al workers of our country.

Through a series of laws and ini-
tiatives, the Agricultural Coopera-
tive Extension was created with an 
office in every county of every state. 
This resource is available to inform 
and educate anyone desiring assis-
tance with farming and agriculture.

The Extension Master Gardener 
Program is an outgrowth of this 
endeavor. With a Master Gardener 
Program in nearly every extension 
office nationwide, there are over 
85,000 members whose goal is to 
serve the communities in which 
they live.

Patrick County Master Garden-
er Association (PCMGA) current-
ly has over 40 members serving a 
county that is 98% rural, providing 
education and advice for every-
thing from yard maintenance to 
flower gardens, vegetable gardens, 
and orchards.

Here in Patrick County, our Mas-
ter Gardener program is guided by 
four principal officers:

    Ed Coleman - President
    Robin Reichelt - Vice President
    Sylvia Cummings - Treasurer
    Denny Jennings - Secretary
Ed Coleman serves as president 

for the PCMGA.  Anyone who meets 

Ed can’t help but notice how knowl-
edgeable he is. Getting to know 
him, it is apparent that he is al-
ways seeking new opportunities to 
learn and has a passion for sharing 
what he learns. He says, “I became 
a master gardener because I want-
ed to teach others how to grow their 
own fruits and vegetables as a way 
to help reduce food insecurity. The 
pandemic, the shortages and the 
inflation that followed highlighted 
the extent of food insecurity with-
in our community. In response, the 
Master Gardeners of Patrick Coun-
ty created a demonstration garden, 
and over the past three years, have 
provided 24 free workshops for 
those interested in growing their 
own produce.”  

Ed further explains, “Virgin-
ia Cooperative Extension (VCE) 
Master Gardeners are volunteers 
who enjoy sharing their passion for 
gardening within their communi-
ties by providing educational pro-
grams. One of our most important 
activities is teaching others within 
our community how to create land-
scapes and gardens that are envi-
ronmentally friendly and sustain-
able.”

Robin Reichelt serves as Vice 
President for the PCMGA. She has 
been with Master Gardeners for 8 
years. Robin views gardening as an 
adventure and a source of joy. She 

first joined Master Gardeners in 
Williamsburg, Va after she retired 
from teaching 20 years ago. Robin 
has since moved to Patrick County, 
and we are fortunate to have her 
excellent leadership and organi-
zational skills.  She describes her 
early days of gardening as hit or 
miss. Robin says, “I decided I need-
ed more knowledge to become more 
successful. Also becoming a Master 
Gardener allowed me a place and 
time to meet with new people with 
similar interests to me. Lastly, it 
gave me a chance to give back to 
the community.”

Sylvia Cummings serves as trea-
surer for the PCMGA. She has been 
with the organization since 2015. 
Sylvia was inspired to garden by 
her grandmother and wanted to 
carry on her tradition of gardening 
vegetables. But more than that, 
Sylvia is proud that her activities 
benefit her community. She says, 
“We can give to deserving people 
and organizations. Learning gar-
dening is rewarding, but writing a 
scholarship check makes you hap-
py to help someone in life.” Never 
short on enthusiasm, she adds, “I 
was born in Patrick County - raised 
here - love living here. I’m probably 
the best free-walking publicity for 
Patrick County there is.”

Denny Jennings serves as Secre-
tary for the PCMGA. She completed 
her training just last year.  Denny 
says, “I wanted to study gardening 
to expand my knowledge and abil-
ities on our forever-home proper-
ty. But I quickly learned that this 
program is much more involved.  
As I became more involved with 
the organization, I was impressed 
by the clear focus of our group as a 

help to our community. Education 
is the key factor. As I learned more 
about nature and horticulture, I 
discovered that the members had 
a wealth of knowledge about all 
things gardening. Our projects pro-
vide gardens and learning areas, 
but the major focus is always edu-
cating the public and being a valu-
able resource for our community.”

Denny is an active volunteer, 
helping to beautify uptown Stuart 
with our many community gardens. 
She also coordinates a partnership 
with Solutions To Empower People 
(STEP), a community agency that 
provides resources and meals to 
our senior citizens.  

I think she speaks for all of us 
when she says that PCMGA allows 
its members to continue to be life-
long learners, providing a warm 
and welcoming gardening family of 
friends dedicated to the growth and 
enrichment of our community.  

We hope you will come grow with 
us.

Find us on Facebook at Patrick 
County Master Gardeners or email 
us at pcmgassn@gmail.com.

For Extension Master Gardeners 
Training inquiries, please email us 
at pcmgbasictraining@gmail.com.

Or check us out at patrickmaster-
gardeners.org.

Don’t forget, you can also get as-
sistance with:

*Site analysis
*Agriculture and horticulture 

questions
*Information regarding speakers 

for your organization’s upcoming 
events

Contact the Patrick County Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension (276) 
694-3341 for more information.

Ed Coleman

Robin Reichelt

Sylvia Cummings

Denny Jennings
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Thank You for reading 
The Enterprise

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Arrests Reported
The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 

reported the following:
*Brent Russell Barnes, 49, of Stu-

art, was charged Aug. 28 with drive 
while intoxicated, 1st offense, drugs. 
Senior Deputy J.S. Kendrick was the 
arresting officer.

*Michael D’Angelo Hairston, 29, 
of Martinsville, was charged Aug. 
28 with fail to turn in to jail. Senior 
Deputy J.C. Fortner was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Zachary Ty Johnson, 27, of Stu-
art, was charged Aug. 28 with one 
count each attempted malicious 
wounding and assault. Senior Dep-
uty M.R. Hodges was the arresting 
officer.

*Leslie George Service, 64, of Critz, 
was charged Aug. 28 with one count 
each maliciously shoot/throw into an 
occupied building and reckless han-
dling of a firearm. Senior Deputy A. 
Kinney was the arresting officer.

*Joseph Eugene Dodd, 28, of Stu-
art, was charged Aug. 29 with fail to 
appear. Roanoke County made the 
arrest for Patrick County.

*Daniel Wayne Reynolds, 70, of 
Patrick Springs, was charged Aug. 
29 with one count each possess fire-
arm by convicted violent felon and 
convicted felon carrying conceal 
weapon. Inv. J.W. Kruse was the ar-
resting officer.

*Allen Michael Bowman, 26, of 
Stuart, was charged Sept. 1 with as-
sault. Sgt. L.K. Carroll Jr. was the 
arresting officer.

*Gary Lee Taylor, 35, of Bassett, 
was charged Sept. 1 with drive while 
intoxicated. Deputy Emily Vernon 
was the arresting officer.

*Melissa Ann Simmons, 47, of Pat-

rick County Jail, was charged Sept. 
3 with probation violation. Sgt. J.D. 
Lewis was the arresting officer.

*David Michael Shupe, 39, of Ru-
ral Retreat, was charged Sept. 3 
with fail to appear. Deputy J.L. Fain 
was the arresting officer.

*Troy Wayne Taylor, 43, of 
Greensboro, NC, was charged Sept. 
3 with one count each drive while 
intoxicated and reckless driving. Se-
nior Trooper L. D’Albero was the ar-
resting officer.

*Steven Ray Joyce, 50, of Stuart, 
was charged Sept. 3 with one count 
each fail to appear, possess Sch. I or 
II drugs, and attempt to flee from 
law enforcement officer (LEO). Dep-
uty C.L. Adkins was the arresting 
officer.

*Bobby Nathaniel Courtney, 26, of 
Spencer, was charged Sept. 3 with 
probation violation. Henry County 
made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Samuel Odell Coleman, 39, ad-
dress unavailable, was charged Sept. 
4 with probation violation. Senior 
Deputy A. Kinney was the arresting 
officer.

*Billy Jo Hall, 47, of Stuart, was 
charged Sept. 4 with three counts 
probation violation and one count 
fail to appear. Senior Deputy C. 
Gilbert made the arrest for Henry 
County.

*Michael Wayne Kessler, 46, of 
Patrick County Jail, was charged 
Sept. 4 with eight counts of proba-
tion violation. Deputy D. Celozzi 
made the arrest for Henry County.

*Trey Luke Bowman, 20, of Ara-
rat, was charged Sept. 4 with DWI. 
Senior Trooper L. D’Albero was the 
arresting officer.


