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Local group provides hurricane relief to areas of Grayson Co.

By Debbie Hall

Six members of the Patrick County Patriots
were the first chainsaw crew to reach parts of
Grayson County, which was severely impacted
by Hurricane Helene. Led by group president
Sammy Hughes and Logistics Officer Don Mess-
er, the team spent Thursday clearing roads in
and around Troutdale to allow emergency vehi-
cles and power crews to reach affected areas.

Initially, Hughes said the group was told that
emergency management in Grayson County
tried to limit the number of volunteers on the
ground. However, after coordinating local offi-
cials and local contacts, the group was welcomed
to help with road clearing efforts.

“We had a skeleton crew,” Hughes said. “Our
mission was to clear roads for fire and emer-
gency vehicles.” Despite working with a small
team, they managed to clear vital routes from
Troutdale to Elk Creek, where flood damage had
made roads impassable for emergency and util-
ity vehicles.

The crew saw linemen from several states
working in the area. They recalled seeing crews
“from Maine to Texas and Oklahoma.”

Local residents had already begun clearing
paths with their own equipment, but much of
the area still needed attention. By the time the
Patriots arrived on Thursday, the area had been
without outside assistance for four days.

The devastation left by the hurricane was im-
mense, particularly in low-lying areas. Messer
described seeing vehicles turned upside down,
debris lodged in bridges, and uprooted trees
scattered across the landscape. The crew worked

Members of the Patrick County Patriots survey tree damage
on Laurel Creek Road. (Photos by Don Messer)

long hours, cutting through fallen trees and
clearing paths for emergency responders.

“Many of the roads were like the ones we see
back home in Patrick County, narrow and wind-
ing through the mountains,” Messer said. “We
had to navigate carefully, as most of the bridges
on secondary roads were washed out.”

This is Laurel Creek Road after a crew from Patrick County
cleared trees out of the road so emergency and utility
vehicles could get to affected areas.

Despite the harsh conditions, the Patriots
were able to make significant progress. Hughes
credited their preparedness, noting the impor-
tance of safety gear and having a clear plan be-
fore heading into disaster zones. He also empha-
sized the need for coordination, and noted that

(See Hurricane Relief p.3)

Adcock, Dalton, Houchins vie for mayoral post

By Taylor Boyd
Three candidates — Rebecca Adcock, Terry Dal-

Adcock

Former  Vice-May-
or Rebecca Adcock,
currently in her third
term on the Stuart
Town Council, an-
nounced her bid for
mayor following Mayor
Ray Weiland’s decision
to step down at the end
of the year. Adcock, 44,
believes her experience
and past work make
this the right time to
pursue the role.

ton and James Houchins — are vying to be the next
Stuart Town Mayor in the November election, and

Dalton

Terry Dalton, 56,
has been a member of
the Stuart Town Coun-
cil since 2009, making
him the longest-serv-
ing current member
with 15 years of experi-
ence. While Dalton ex-
pressed that he wishes
Mayor Ray Weiland
would continue serv-
ing, he feels that his
lengthy tenure makes
him a strong candidate

while each have differing ideas on some aspects,
they all cited transparency as a top priority.

Houchins

Jeff Houchins, 55,
is vying for the role of
mayor in Stuart’s up-
coming November elec-
tion. Currently serv-
ing his first term as a
Stuart Town Council
member, Houchins
previously worked for
the town for four years.
He said his decision to
run for mayor stems
from his dedication to
the community.

Adcock said one of
Stuart’s biggest chal-
lenges, like many rural
towns, is a lack of staff
and resources to han-
dle current operations
while still working on
future projects. She
emphasized the need
to complete the town’s
four active projects,
totaling nearly $5 mil-
lion, before taking on
new initiatives.

“We receive com-
munity input regular-

Rebecca Adcock
to understanding how

residents want the
town to evolve would
be beneficial,” Adcock
said. She supports
increased public in-
volvement in local
government, noting
the unique nature of
serving at the local
level. “We're making
decisions for our own
community, not at the
state or federal level.
Town council is almost

to succeed Weiland.

“I enjoy being on the
council. It’s been a vital
part of my life, seeing
the town grow, busi-
nesses develop, and
managing the town’s
budget and staff. It’s
a good organization
to be part of,” Dalton
said, adding that serv-
ing the community for
over a decade has been
a rewarding experi-
ence.

One of Stuart’s big-

Terry Dalton

the town’s momentum.
“The town is financial-
ly strong, with almost
$5 million in active
projects, mostly fund-
ed through grants and
outside sources. The
biggest challenge is to
keep things going the
way they have been be-
cause I feel like things
have been going well,”
he said.

Dalton emphasized
that Stuart has man-

“T just feel like it’s
my opportunity to be-
come mayor and see
what I can do for the
town,” Houchins said.
“Everything I'm doing
is for Stuart.”

Houchins views
the town’s continued
growth as its most sig-
nificant challenge, par-
ticularly in attracting
more businesses and
increasing activity, es-
pecially on weekends.

“I want to see the

Jeff Houchins

and small towns like
Mount Airy are doing,”
he said. “More activi-
ties, more businesses,
and more growth for
Stuart.”

Houchins supports
continuing popular
local events, such as

First Fridays, and aims
to work more closely
with the Patrick Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment Authority (EDA)
to foster collaboration

ly, but having a more
structured  approach

like a community orga-
(See Adcock p.3)

gest challenges, Dalton
said, is maintaining

aged to balance its

(See Dalton p.3) Franklin

town busier, like what

on town 1nitiatives. He

County (See Houchins p.3)

Parkway closure impacts businesses, county’s tourism efforts

By Taylor Boyd

Meadows of Dan was not a direct
causality of Hurricane Helene, but the
merchants there stand to lose much
of their tourism business during what
many consider their peak season after
the Blue Ridge Parkway was recently
closed due to storm damage.

“Crews continue their assessment of
the damage from Hurricane Helene.
To assist with recovery efforts, the
National Park Service (NPS) has de-
ployed its Eastern Incident Manage-
ment Team, which brings specialized
skills and resources to support the
parkway with employee emergency
needs, emergency stabilization of af-
fected park resources, and damage
assessments,” a post on social media
stated.

Patrick County Economic Devel-
opment and Tourism Director James
Houchins said that he’s devastated
about the closure because he knows it
will have an economic impact on the
county

“The businesses that need that in-
come that comes in time of the year,
it’s really going to hurt them. I'm real-
ly hurt by the closing, but I also under-
stand the necessity behind it,” he said.

Houchins said the NPS maintains

the entire parkway throughout North
Carolina and Virginia.

“What I would just like people to un-
derstand is they're trying to get those
resources, especially in around the
Asheville area and the other areas in
Southwest Virginia. Those resources
are going to be tapped for a while,” he
said.

While it’s sad to have the parkway
close due to the financial and econom-
ic impacts it will cause, Houchins said
parkway staff must also perform reg-

ular maintenance. “This is only going |

to put them further behind on getting
work and cleanup done.

“T understand that as we see it the
parkway may have areas that are
open and accessible, but again they
have to look at it in the larger frame
and larger scope, and have to be con-
cerned about having limited personnel
in one area versus another area when
the need itself is at this time more crit-
ical for those areas that were definite-
ly hit,” Houchins said.

The effects of the shutdown are al-
ready being felt in Meadows of Dan,
Houchins said. When talking with
Trinity Goad, of Poor Farmers Mar-
ket, Houchins said he was told the in-
flux of tourists normally seen at this

The empty parking lot at Jane’s Country Café was empty on Sunday afternoon.
ordinary Sunday in October, our parking lots would be overflowing with cars, but this is the
situation today (Oct. 6) at 2:45 p.m.,” Felecia Shelor said. Poor Farmers Market “had a few
cars at the time, but our business is down 75 percent from what is normal for October.”
(Photos by Felecia Shelor)

time of year is down.

“It’s going to affect us economical-
ly because we have on average about
10,000 wvisitors that would wvisit the
Blue Ridge Parkway monthly. With
the parkway being closed, the num-
bers will show that the devastation is
going to definitely be one that we will

“On an

see now and ongoing until they are
able to” reopen the entire parkway, he
said.

While he doesn’t have an idea of
how long it will last, Houchins said it
could be two or three months before
it reopens. “Again, it’s because they

(See Parkway Closure p. 3)
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Adcock

(cont. from page 1)

nization rather than a political role,” she said.
Adcock often engages with residents during
her daily errands but also advocates for sched-
uled public input sessions to gather feedback on
town projects. She also stressed the importance
of transparency, saying, “We live here, work
here, and make decisions that affect our commu-
nity. The information we have should be shared,
especially since we're using taxpayer money.”
While acknowledging that some aspects of
town management, like contracts, must remain
confidential, Adcock believes that general oper-
ations should be open to the public. She noted
that one of Stuart’s challenges is its limited re-
sources to manage operations. “It would be great
if we had more staff and could provide them with
adequate training,” she said, adding that munic-
ipalities need to evolve to keep up with modern

Dalton

demands.

Despite those challenges, Adcock praised Stu-
art’s financial situation, highlighting the town’s
active projects and substantial external funding.
“The mayor always brings positive comments to
our council meetings,” she said.

Adcock believes her decade of experience on
the council makes her well-suited for the may-
or’s role. As the Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director since 2017, she’s
built strong relationships with county, regional,
and state officials, which she says is crucial for
fostering collaboration.

In addition to her council duties, Adcock has
supported community initiatives such as pro-
moting the Stuart Farmers’ Market and beauti-
fication projects, including the pocket park and
town flower beds. She also attended the Small

Towns Conference this past spring to learn from
other municipalities.

“I've served on several boards aimed at im-
proving life for Patrick County and Stuart resi-
dents,” Adcock said, citing her involvement with
Caring Hearts Free Clinic, Park Workshop, and
the Workforce Investment Board, among others.
“Every day, I wake up thinking about how I can
make Stuart and Patrick County better.”

Adcock holds a bachelor’s degree in environ-
mental studies and a master’s in animal science.
She has served as an adjunct instructor at Pat-
rick & Henry Community College and worked for
the Martinsville YMCA. She has been married
for nearly 21 years to her husband Jonathan, a
veterinarian, and they share a home with sever-
al pets. In her free time, Adcock enjoys writing,
reading, running, and creating art.

(cont. from page 1)

budget without raising taxes or increasing util-
ity costs. “We live within our budget,” he said,
noting that Stuart’s growth has been funded
primarily through grants, such as $1.7 million
for the water treatment plant, $1.4 million for
downtown revitalization, and $1.1 million for
water resilience and reliability upgrades.

He credited Town Manager Bryce Simmons
and town staff for their work in securing the
necessary funds. “Everything we're doing with
water and sewer projects is either funded or cov-
ered through grants,” Dalton said.

Dalton encourages public involvement in town
affairs and noted that the council holds monthly
meetings on the third Wednesday. “Anyone from
the town or county is welcome to attend and
share their views. Community input is critical
because, without the residents, we don’t have a
town,” he said.

Transparency is another key issue for Dalton,
who said he’s pleased that Simmons provides

Houchins

detailed reports at every meeting, outlining how
each dollar is spent. “Nothing is hidden. Anyone
at a public meeting is welcome to look at where
their tax dollars are going,” Dalton said.

Dalton believes Stuart excels at living with-
in its means, securing necessary funding with-
out raising taxes. “Even when the county raises
taxes, the town adjusts its rates to ensure cus-
tomers aren’t paying extra. We aim to balance
things out and avoid increasing costs for resi-
dents,” he said.

A strong supporter of local businesses, partic-
ularly family-owned ventures, Dalton said he
welcomes more business development in Stuart.
“Even though I'm in the restaurant business, 1
welcome all new restaurants. There’s enough for
everyone,” he said.

Dalton believes voters should consider his ex-
tensive experience. In addition to his 15 years on
the town council, he served on the Patrick Coun-
ty Economic Development Authority (EDA) for

six years. As a local business owner and volun-
teer firefighter for the past 21 years, Dalton said
he understands the needs of both businesses
and the community.

“My kids grew up here, I live here, and this is
home. I invest in our community, even through
volunteering,” he said.

Dalton graduated from North Stokes High
School and attended Surry Community Col-
lege for business administration. He also stud-
ied youth ministry in Oklahoma for two years.
He owned a fire security business for 29 years,
managed a Wendy’s restaurant for two years,
and currently owns Stuart Family Restaurant,
which he’s operated for a year.

Dalton is married to his wife, Robin. Together,
they have six children and five grandchildren,
with a sixth on the way. In his spare time, Dal-
ton enjoys volunteering with the fire department
and riding motorcycles.

(cont. from page 1)

also encourages greater public participation in
town meetings to enhance transparency and in-
volve residents in decision-making.

“A little more advertisement in the newspa-
pers when we're having our meetings and en-
courage them to come out and let them have
a voice on what they would like to see happen
in the town. Because without the residents, we
wouldn’t be where we are today,” he said.

Getting residents to attend council meetings
also improves its transparency, Houchins said.

“The town council was always open for advice
we could (get) to take in. Just getting the resi-
dents more involved, that’s what we need to do
to become more transparent,” he said.

Houchins believes Stuart is on the right track
with its current events and is optimistic about
the downtown revitalization project. He hopes to
see more housing opportunities developed in the

town and plans to work toward that goal.

“We're already working on getting businesses
involved in housing projects, and that’s some-
thing I want to continue,” he said. Houchins add-
ed that he would like to see both local businesses
and residents more engaged in these efforts.

As a military veteran, Houchins pointed to his
leadership experience as an asset. He also high-
lighted his deep roots in the community, empha-
sizing that he has lived in Stuart his entire life.

“'m truly a Stuart town person,” Houchins
said. “I was born and raised here, and I don’t
know if any of the other candidates can say
that.”

A graduate of Patrick County High School,
Houchins has some college education but does
not hold a degree. He has been married to his
wife, Tracey, for 27 years, and they have two
daughters, Jennifer and Paige.

Houchins served in the U.S. National Guard
for six years and has worked in various roles, in-
cluding at Hall’s Propane, Hutchens Petroleum,
and as a Certified Nursing Assistant at RJR
Hospital and Blue Ridge Nursing Home. He has
owned George’s Boys Car Wash, a car detailing
business, for the past 15 to 20 years.

Houchins also has a long history of commu-
nity involvement, coaching Stuart Elementary
School’s football team for 28 years and serving
as a Patrick County Parks and Recreation board
member for 15 years. He was also a member of
the Stuart Volunteer Fire Department and the
Jeb Stuart Volunteer Rescue Squad for over a
decade.

In his free time, Houchins enjoys fishing,
watching football, being outdoors, and working
on cars.

Chamber Chat, September

By Rebecca Adcock

September came and went, full of
activities. The fair had great weather
all week, and it was wonderful seeing
everyone. The chamber had several
events through September assisting
Dalton & Associates Insurance in
helping to celebrate their 75 years in
business, celebrating all the great art-
ists at the Rock Spring Art Show, and

Hello Patrick,

Touris 'i‘alks

-

traveling by and to the Parkway.

a ribbon cutting for Dynamis Submis-
sion Grappling in downtown Stuart.

Work behind the scenes was focused
on the busy October that Patrick
County is planning. We are currently
seeking vendors to hand out candy for
the 9th Annual Stuart Spooktacular,
and our Scarecrow contest is open for
businesses, organizations, churches,
and individuals to participate. Pro-
grams like these encourage our com-
munity, especially the business com-
munity to stay involved and help to
attract more people to our area to see
the displays. Small things do add up
to larger impacts.

The chamber is also requesting
that any organization that is plan-
ning a Halloween-style event, trunk
or treat, haunted trail, and school fall
festivals, please use our google form
to upload your poster so that we can
help assimilate all the great events
and promote. The same will be said
when the holidays roll around, we
will have a google form for collecting
all the events so that we can promote
them county-wide.

The chamber is planning to bring
our Lunch with Community Leaders
program back in November. We are
finalizing speakers, menu, and loca-
tion. Look for more information in the
middle of October. Events like these
can only be made possible with our
partnership with Reynolds Home-
stead. We are also partnering to bring
Patrick County Leadership. This pro-
gram is a great way for locals to learn

more about the county.

The end of the month hit us with
the hurricane, while Patrick County
and our immediate neighbors were so
fortunate to have little damage, the
same can not be said for our South-
west Virginia, Northeast Tennessee,
and Western North Carolina commu-
nities. I encourage everyone to keep
them in your prayers as they start the
long road to recovery. If you feel led
to donate, please do either by one of
the collection sites for supplies around
the county or online at the many char-
itable organizations that are assisting
during this crisis. As a small commu-
nity we all know the day to day strug-
gles we face and how that can only be
exponentially exaggerated by such a
natural disaster.

For more information on all our
events, please do not hesitate to reach
out at www.patrickchamber.com or
call the office at 276-694-6012.

New members in September are:
Jackie Denny Home Improvements,
LLC, Plaza Fundify Solutions, Plaza
Bee Supply, The Depot Station and
ZenBusiness.

(Adcock is the director of the Pat-
rick County Chamber of Commerce)

By now, most of you have heard
about and seen the devastation our
neighbors have suffered from Hurri-
cane Helene. We were mostly spared
here, although we did have several
power outages. Our hearts go out to
those who lost everything. Thank you
for the help that you have been giving.
This will be an ongoing effort as peo-
ple try to make sense of it all.

Although our physical damages are
minimal, we will suffer indirectly.
This is one of the busiest times of the
year for tourism in our county, and
our businesses that rely on tourism
will suffer.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is crucial
to our gateway community of Meadows
of Dan. Closing the Parkway during
the fall travel season will cause finan-
cial loss and affect events like Pan-
cake Days. This is not to overshadow
Western North Carolina and South-
west Virginia’s devastation. Still, we
cannot forget its economic impact on
other communities that rely on those

orris

Memorial Services

A recent news release from the
National Parkway Service report-
ed that the Blue Ridge Parkway saw
16,757,635 visitors in 2023. These
visitors spent $1,390,803,000 in com-
munities near the park, supporting
19,159 jobs in the local area and hav-
ing a cumulative benefit to the local
economy of $1,810,286,000. As you can
see, this will affect us!

Patrick, I am asking that we, as
a community, remember our local
merchants and shop locally. We are
a strong, vibrant community, which
makes us great. So please continue
praying and helping our neighbors,
and let’s show our support by support-
ing locals, too. Our community’s sup-
port is crucial in these times of need.

Remember, “Come get lost and find
yourself here.” Praying and support-
ing all of us!

James Houchins

Director of Economic Development
and Tourism

jhouchins@co.patrick.va.us

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

Visit our website for pricing:

)

www.norrismemorial

services.com
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Hurricane Relief

(cont. from page 1)

Exposed culverts blocked passage of Panther Creek Road.

unorganized volunteers could inadvertently
hinder relief efforts.

The Patriots relied on donations from the
local community to fund their equipment and
safety gear, which Hughes said was crucial for
their work. Local businesses, such as Woods
Cold Storage, donated supplies, including fuel,
oil and mix, to support the crew’s efforts. How-
ell’s Grocery donated ice and water for the crew.

Donations from the community and the group
members’ efforts at various events were used to
help buy safety equipment, so “these guys could
go into the situation safe, or as safe as we can
make,” Hughes said.

“We took everything we needed with us,”
Hughes said.

The team’s commitment to the mission was
evident throughout the day, as they prioritized
their task over documenting the destruction.

The crew left Stuart at 6 a.m. and returned at
5 p.m. On Saturday, they reflected on the mag-
nitude of the disaster and the resilience of the
local residents.

Because Messer wasn’t driving, he was in a
position to make mental notes of some of the
devastation. For instance, Messer recalled tele-
phone poles along what he believes was Little
Wilson Creek.

“The wires were holding up the top of the pole,
and 3/4 of it was like somebody sawed it off. The
water had hit it and completely undermined the
telephone pole. It sheared off the top of it,” he
said.

The two also said that while concrete bridg-
es may appear intact at first glance, a closer
look showed that areas between the road to the

Undeterred, group members prepared to cut trees on
portions of Panther Creek Road that were accessible.

bridge were “completely washed out, anywhere
from 10 to 20 feet. There’s no way they're not
damaged,” Messer said.

Railings also “had been stripped off the top
of the bridge and you can see trees and there
again there was something that was amazing
to me was watching the trees or looking at the
trees. The root part of this tree was half the size
of this room, and they were laying on top of the
bridges and laying up against the bridges,” he
said.

Some homes were visible, “and you could see
some houses ... a few houses that survived, you
could tell they were severely damaged,” he said.
“But I didn’t notice that many houses on the
bank of the river. I think the reason that you
didn’t notice was they were all gone.”

“These farmers were out there with tractors
worth thousands of dollars, clearing paths for
their neighbors,” Hughes said, adding the area
reminded him of local communities like Charity
and Meadows of Dan. The residents reminded
him “of our people. it reminded me of home—
how people come together in times of crisis.”

Hughes noted that one man in Independence
repeated, ““Patrick County. Patrick County. Pat-
rick County,’, and then said, ‘I think in the late
70s we came to Patrick County on the flood.”
Hughes said he recalled the flood of 1979. “I
was 10 years old when the flood of 79, but I can
remember distinctly the magnitude of the de-
struction. It was 45 years later,” when crews
from Patrick County helped with flood damage
in Grayson County. “Maybe we did a small part
to pay back. We're a few counties away, but
we’re neighbors.”

chainsaw crews from Patrick County worked to clear.
(Photos by Debbie Hall)

As the first chainsaw crew to enter the area,
the Patrick County Patriots provided critical
support before FEMA arrived. While there,
group members worked as hard as possible to
complete their tasks. Even still, they also recog-
nized the importance of continued relief efforts.

“We did what we could, but there’s still a lot
of work to be done,” Hughes said. “These people
are strong, but they need all the help they can
get.

“Work with local agencies because these peo-
ple have done their homework, and know what
it’s like to get into a place. It’s unreal, and it
shouldn’t be. I understand and I don’t under-
stand that aspect of it,” Hughes said, noting re-
ports of looting in several areas hit by the storm.

“We didn’t have a problem with the looting
and stuff in that area that we were in, but I
know that’s a problem elsewhere,” he said.

Those who want to help are advised to sup-
port efforts like Jonathan Large, of the In-
surance Center of Patrick, who works with a
church group. To donate to the Patrick County
Patriots, a nonprofit civic group, mail checks to
P.O. Box 45, Stuart, Va., 24171, or see any Pa-
triot member. All donations over $100 are tax
deductible.

Parkway Closure

(cont. from page 1)

are going to need the resources, that were already
limited. They’re going to have all those resources to
take care of the other aspects of the parkway” which
were damaged. “You have to look at the bigger pic-
ture, and not just one cluster.”

Houchins added he’s already hearing discussions
about the government offering low-income loans to
help with financial distress. He currently has no
timeframe on how long it may take for that to tran-
spire.

“But again, we have to take care of the immediate
need, and that is to make sure that those who have
been physically adversely affected by” Hurricane
Helene “get the help that they need. I know they're
going to do as much as they can as quickly as they
can,” he said.

Felecia Shelor, owner of Poor Farmers’ Market
and Concord Corner Store, said she’s concerned for
small business owners in the area because an enor-
mous part of their business is parkway travelers.

“In our case in Meadows of Dan, there’s also
hundreds of growers and suppliers and artists and
craftspeople, so there’s a lot of people whose liveli-
hoods are going to be affected by the parkway clos-
ing down,” she said.

Shelor, who added that she has a hard time ex-
pressing how she feels about the closure, believes it
will force some merchants out of business, and has
the potential to lead to the total collapse of small
businesses in the area.

“T don’t think it’s going to force us out of business
because we're well established. We have a lot of re-
peat business. Our businesses are a destination for
a lot of customers, I don’t think we're going to go
under, but I'm concerned that others will. It’s defi-
nitely going to cost jobs and hurt other people that
supply us,” she said.

As a business community, Shelor said she and
others have been trying to get in touch with rep-
resentatives to ask them to reopen the parkway
through Virginia.

“There’s about 200 miles of the Parkway in Vir-
ginia that wasn’t affected by the storm. There’s no
storm destruction through Virginia. We're hoping
that our leaders would have the parkway open in
Virginia because of us, all of the little towns along
the parkway,” she said.

While they’ve scheduled a meeting with U.S. Rep.
Morgan Griffith’s staff on October 23 in Stuart, She-
lor said this meeting will come too late.

“The problem is October is the very peak of our
tourist season. Everybody’s dependent on the Oc-
tober leaf season to make enough money to carry

In a social media post, Trinity Goad, of Poor Farmers Market, suggests using different routes to access Meadows of Dan.

“If you have GPS, change your settings to avoid highways, If you don’t like the hustle and bustle of highways, and let's
go back old school. We can use a map ... to get you here. You could also message any of the locals here and they would
happily give you a way to get here. Meadows of Dan depends on the tourist season for all their businesses to make it

through the winter.”

us all through the winter, and everybody does this,”
she said. “It’s kind of like you're making hay. When
the sun shines, we make our money in October and
that carries us through the dead of the winter. If
we don’t make the money in October, we don’t have
money to carry us through the winter.”

Griffith said his office has been in contact with the
NPS “to impress upon them the urgency of address-
ing any issues preventing the Blue Ridge Parkway
from opening and providing critical access to the
areas it services, including Bedford and Patrick
counties, particularly places like Meadows of Dan.
NPS shared that their assessment crews are finish-
ing their analysis and will provide an update once
finished. I am hopeful that will be sooner than later.

“T will continue to press NPS to work quickly in
order to minimize the disruption to the safety and
welfare of the affected communities,” Griffith added.

Shelor said merchants in the area are already
feeling an impact. Usually, parking lots of Meadows
of Dan businesses are full this time of year. “Now,
we pull in and generally there might be three cars,
so that gives you an idea of how that’s impacting
us,” she said.

Shelor added Meadows of Dan was already im-
pacted by the U.S. 58 expansion project through the
mountain. The parkway closure “is another serious,
serious blow,” she said.

Leslie Shelor, owner of Poppy’s, said she under-
stands the Parkway’s closure, and understands it
basically comes down to manpower, and the lack of
rangers that can be assigned to cover the parkway
through Virginia. However, she’s still upset about

it.

“It is definitely going to affect our business,” Les-
lie Shelor said. “I know it’s complicated and I know
things are horrible in other places. We were so for-
tunate, entire towns were wiped out, we were so for-
tunate to be on the edge of the storm,” she said.

In the early 2010s, Leslie Shelor said national
parks had huge budget cuts which resulted in thou-
sands of jobs being lost. “So, they don’t really have
the manpower to keep up with things. What they've
probably done is move everybody out because there’s
so much devastation” in areas of the parkway that
run through North Carolina.

“I don’t know for sure, but I assume that’s what’s
going on. Eventually they’ll wind their way back up
here and get everything straightened out, but who
knows how long that’s going to take,” she said.

Leslie Shelor said she’s already feeling the effects
of the closure. She estimated her profits are down
about 10 percent compared to what they were the
same time last year.

“We'll have to see what the weekend does,” she
said.

However, Leslie Shelor isn’t worried about being
forced to close her doors.

“T've been here 20 years, we've weathered some
stuff,” she said with a chuckle. “I am worried about
some other businesses that haven’t been here as
long, and particularly the food service — there’s such
a narrow margin of profit for them.”

The NPS website posts updates about its progress
at  www.nps.gov/blri/planyourvisit/hurricane-he-
lene.htm.
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Helene

Hurricane Helene

ravaged communities
in Appalachia. The
storm raced through the
Southeast on its way to
Virginia. Our area was
hit hard!

Localities in the Ninth
District were a target of

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

fierce storms, tornado

watches and flash flood
warnings. Two deaths
were confirmed.

Over the past week, I met with
so many people impacted by the
storm and its aftermath. Even in ar-
eas where damage wasn’t as great,
downed powerlines and telephone
outages are wreaking havoc on peo-
ple’s lives. The people of Virginia
have stepped up to help their neigh-
bors recover, and moments like this
highlight the importance of communi-
ties coming together.

I made several visits the weekend of
September 28-29 to inspect and sur-
vey the damage inflicted by Helene. I
met with Governor Youngkin and oth-
ers on parts of that tour.

We went to Damascus in Wash-
ington County to thank our first re-
sponders and to get a firsthand look
at the damage there. Houses were not
only flooded but displaced. Looking at
some damage i1t was unbelievable how
cars were somehow smashed under-
neath houses.

A large part of the asphalt from the
Damascus main street was lifted up
and deposited 20-30 feet, with yellow
lines intact, into someone’s yard.

After Damascus, Josh Hess, my dis-
trict director, and I were each driving
to Independence. Josh is ok, but his
car got stuck in a sinkhole. Luckily,
with the help of several bystanders
and a tractor, they got his vehicle out.

I did not know of his predicament
because most of the cell service in
Southwest Virginia was not function-
ing. For hours, I did not know what
happened or where Josh was. This
was very typical in Southwest Virgin-
ia.

When I got to Independence, I was
advised that 42 roads in Grayson
County were closed. I had witnessed
closures on US 58 and US 21. Outside
of Independence, 80-85% of the road
had collapsed.

The following day, Governor Youn-
gkin returned. I met him in Indepen-
dence, where we got a briefing, saw
some damage, then went to Fries and
saw where three large trees - includ-
ing their root-balls and other debris
- struck the low-water bridge, displac-
ing it from its moorings.

Accordingly, Fries now only has one
way in and out.

A tornado was confirmed in Bedford
County. Montgomery County is on a
boil notice.

Later that week I visited Bland,
Smyth, Wythe, Montgomery, and
Tazewell Counties and got a tour
of the damage on Claytor Lake. At
a couple of these stops, media were

present. But I went to many places
where press did not follow, because it
was important to me to be anywhere
that people are hurting.

Rainfall exceeded 12 inches in some
areas and with the water from North
Carolina flowing north in the New, it
created an historic flood crest on the
New River, from Grayson to Giles at
the West Virginia border.

Further, many communities lost
power for days.

Governor Youngkin is to be com-
mended. He was quick to make a
state of emergency declaration for the
Commonwealth of Virginia. I received
a phone call from him on Wednesday
before Helene hit on Friday. He was
pre-positioning emergency resources
and swift water teams from across the
state.

As of Monday, September 30, more
than 70 rescues took place.

Governor Youngkin submitted a
request to President Biden for a Fed-
eral Emergency Declaration. I wrote
in support of Governor Youngkin’s re-
quest, along with Virginia’s two U.S.
Senators, Mark Warner and Tim Ka-
ine.

President Biden approved Virgin-
ia’s request, allowing the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to provide direct federal sup-
port for life-saving activities and other
emergency protective measures. Such
measures include evacuation, shelter-
ing and search and rescue.

Subsequently, the two U.S. Sena-
tors and I have supported Governor
Youngkin’s request for an expedited
Major Disaster Declaration designa-
tion, which was approved by Biden on
October 2.

As we move forward, FEMA efforts
to help will vary across the board,
from individual assistance, agricul-
tural and farm damage and business
relief to road repair and cleanup.

My heart breaks for our communi-
ties who must face significant hard-
ships in the weeks and months to fol-
low.

It is important that any and all
damages are documented and report-
ed to the appropriate local emergency
response officials. Such documenta-
tion allows our local officials to pro-
vide data on the damages and influ-
ence the amount of aid that comes to
the region.

The Governor is continuing to work
hard and assist. But I and our two
Senators will make sure we do every-
thing possible to contribute to federal
response and recovery efforts.

We Must Help Our Own

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Hurricane Helene hit our South-
eastern, United States like a
blanket of bombs that just kept
wreaking catastrophic destruction
throughout its path from Florida
all the way to Virginia. It’s likely
to become the deadliest storm in
American history by the time all
the bodies are recovered.

The television images are hor-
rific. Houses, cars, bridges, and
families were washed away by
the rapidly rising streams. Many
thousands were caught off guard
as the storm swept away every-
thing they had.

Every part of America is subject
to horrific destruction from na-
ture out of control. People in the
mountains seldom worry much
about tornadoes. Actually, hur-
ricanes are not a typical concern
but an overload of rain is always a
concern. The water rolls down the
mountain and can quickly turn a
stream into a raging river. A small
creek can become a tidal wave
rolling down a holler, washing
out houses, roads and bridges and
taking lives. A quick four inches
of rain in almost any Appalachian
community creates worry and of-
ten panic. A rapid downpour of
ten or more inches of rain almost
always means disaster and 15 -30
inches of rain like they received
in different parts of Northwest,
North Carolina became a weather
monster of the ugliest kind in this
area’s history.

These people need our help, our
donations, and our prayers. I don’t
know what you can do but whatev-
er you do will surely be greatly ap-
preciated. There are many chari-
ties asking for help. Do your own

research and follow your heart.
Whether you are able to give $5
or $1 million dollars, there is no
doubt it is greatly needed. If you
can go and help, then God bless
you for your efforts and action.

FEMA says it’s not broke and
the recent rumor they spent all
their money on illegal immigrants
1s not true. They have also re-
ported the $750 cap to be given
to the hurting families is not true
either. Time will tell what FEMA
will do. Let’s wait, watch and see
what kind of care they render to
so many who are displaced, hun-
gry and emotionally lost.

One thing we do know that is
true is that our country has giv-
en over $60 billion to Ukraine to
help them fight Russia. We give
Israel $3.8 billion every year. We
have approximately 40,000 of our
military close by Israel now. How
much is this costing? We handed
over billions of dollars in military
equipment and a state-of-the-art
airport to the Taliban in Afghan-
istan. We have given billions to
countries all over the world and
continue to do so every year. Sure-
ly our government will come up
with a few billion to help our own
country. It will take Asheville, NC
and the surrounding areas four
to five years to rebuild and even
then, it will not be the same. It
will never be the same. However,
as Americans, surely, we must hit
a pause button on all this foreign
aid and help our own.

Glenn Mollette is read in all fifty
states. Find books by Glenn Mol-
lette at Amazon.com Learn more
about his books, columns and mu-
sic at GlennMollette.Com. Email
him at gmollette@aol.com

EDITORIAL

Kudos to the candidates vy-
ing to become the next mayor of
Stuart. Rebecca Adcock, Terry
Dalton, and Jeff Houchins. Each,
unprompted, emphasized the
importance of transparency and
public input in their roles, under-
scoring the value of these princi-
ples to the town’s overall gover-
nance. They also acknowledged
that these qualities are vital to
the town’s overall success.

And they should know. Adcock,
Dalton, and Houchins are all cur-
rent members of the Stuart Town
Council. Their respective records
show a consistent dedication to
transparency, whether in deal-
ing with the media, other govern-
ment officials, or residents. Their
actions demonstrate a clear com-
mitment to openness.

Each has actively encouraged
input from the community, with
some even going the extra mile to
seek out residents’ ideas.

This commitment is shared by

fellow council members Dave Ho-
back and Erica Cipko Wade, as
well as Town Attorney Chris Cor-
bett. Town Manager Bryce Sim-
mons also has been consistently
transparent, openly sharing in-
formation—whether positive or
negative—and fostering a culture
where department heads are ac-
cessible and trusted to do their
jobs.

It’s great to see a local gov-
ernment that invests in hiring
competent individuals, and then
empowers them to perform their
duties effectively. This approach
benefits everyone.

While such practices are stan-
dard in most forms of govern-
ment, they are often taken for
granted. So, to the candidates,
council members, staff, and sup-
port team: thank you. Your pro-
fessionalism, dedication, and
commitment to transparency and
efforts to engage residents are
greatly appreciated.

Letters to the Editor

YOU DO THE HIRING

THE ENTERPRISE
Established in 1876

The election of the President of the United States
is a hiring process. Voting amounts to hiring. If you
were hiring someone to work for your business or
in your home, wouldn’t you be wise to think about
who the ideal employee should be based on what
you expect the person to do? In the case of hiring a
President, the United States Constitution defines
the duties.

The President must be the Commander-in-Chief
of the armed forces, the prime mover of foreign pol-
icy, and the CEO of the Executive branch. Last, but
not least, the President must be a leader. Please
note that nowhere in the Constitution are there re-
quirements about the President’s personality. He
or she does not have to have charisma or be the
person with whom you would most like to have din-
ner.

As Commander-in-Chief, the President will de-
termine if we, our sons and daughters, or our fel-
low citizens have to serve in battle. Therefore, the
President may determine whether you live or die.
Knowing what it’s like to be shot at is a plus for any
candidate.

As the prime mover in foreign affairs, the Presi-
dent will determine whether we spend our limited
tax dollars to support allies, influence the elections
of other countries, and determine ultimately, if we,
as a a country, defend the honor that our founding
documents preach. Spending money we don’t have
to support foreign wars will determine if we have
inflation, which always accompanies short skir-

mishes or endless wars.

As the CEO of the Executive Branch, the prime
duty is to enforce the laws as written by Congress,
whether or not the President likes them personally.
This requires having the character to execute the
will of the people (true democracy). Being mindful
of the preciousness of tax dollars, a good CEO will
hire based upon competency, not social goals based
on race or gender. Poor performance should also
have real consequences, including dismissal.

The President will determine if we have continu-
ous inflation and debt by signing bills that demand
spending that exceeds collected taxes. The Presi-
dent will determine if laws are executed at the low-
est costs, 1n the least time, and with the minimum
intrusiveness into the lives of citizens. A good CEO
has actually run broad, encompassing operations
(preferably worldwide). Most importantly, the
CEO has had to earn and retain customers, rather
than having been paid by tax dollars most of his or
her life. Having run a business is plus.

A good leader is willing to do whatever is asked of
the staff. Being willing to take a bullet and rebound
quickly may be the epitome of this trait.

We need voters who are willing to fill the job de-
scription of president as defined by the Constitu-
tion. The times call for us to behave as adults and
vote for policies over personalities. And remember:
perfection is not an option.

Joe Cadrin,

Stuart
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Patrick Pioneers

John Wesley Hooker and Margaret
Derency Akers Hooker-Part 111

By Beverly Belcher Woody

For the past two weeks, we have
been looking at John Wesley and
Margaret Akers Hooker and their
first five children (and their children).
This week, we will look at children six
through eight, John Abram; Robert
Lee; and Samuel Hairston Hooker.

John Abram Hooker was born
to the couple on the 29th of April
1867. On the 27th of May 1888, John
Abram married Miss Mary Bishop
Houchins. Mary was the daughter of
Isaac Columbus Houchins and Jathi-
na Tucker Adams Houchins of the
Elamsville district of Patrick Coun-
ty. John Abram’s older sister, Mary
Ellen Hooker had married Mary
Bishop Houchins brother, James Ty-
ler Houchins, eleven years earlier.
Around the turn of the 20th centu-
ry, John Abram and Mary moved to
Philadelphia and lived in a boarding
house with several of their siblings
and spouses. John worked for the post
office several years before returning
to Virginia to become a dairy farmer
in Prince William County. John and
Mary had three sons and a daughter.

John Wesley and Margaret’s sev-
enth child was Robert Lee Hooker,
born on the 17th of April 1869. Rob-
ert Lee married Miss Martha Virgin-
ia Gravely of Leatherwood in Hen-
ry County on the 1st of April 1893.
Martha was the daughter of Thomas
Marshall Gravely and Georgia Stultz
Gravely. Robert and Martha moved
to Buchanan in Botetourt County
where Robert owned a timber compa-
ny and he and Martha raised seven
daughters.

Samuel Hairston Hooker was born
on the 4th of April 1871 to John Wes-
ley and Margaret. Samuel married
Miss Nancy Lucinda Agee on the 2nd
of March 1893. Nancy was the daugh-
ter of John Tazewell Agee and Ruth
Lillian Nolen of Floyd County. Samu-
el and Nancy'’s first child, John Clyde
Hooker, Sr. was born on the 11th of
May 1895. John Clyde worked at Bas-
sett Furniture as a bookkeeper before
marrying Miss Maggie Mabel Bassett
on the 28th of February 1920. Maggie
was the daughter of Charles Colum-
bus Bassett and Roxie Ann Hundley
Bassett. In 1925, four-year-old John
Clyde Hooker, Jr. pulled the cord on
the steam whistle signaling the first
day of work at the brand-new compa-
ny of Hooker-Bassett Furniture.

Samuel Hairston and Nancy Lucinda Agee
Hooker

Samuel and Nancy’s second child.
Lilly Margaret married Hugh Chap-
lin Marshall, who was the head ca-
shier at First National Bank of Stu-
art. Hugh was featured in an earlier
Patrick Pioneers story. He tragically
died of a diving accident in the Mayo
River in downtown Stuart when he
was only 23 years old. Lilly and Hugh
had one daughter.

Samuel Arthur was born to Samu-
el and Nancy on the 23rd of January
1901 in the Elamsville/Buffalo Ridge
area. S. Arthur worked as sales man-
ager for Hooker Furniture in addition
to opening several companies of his
own, including Southern Box & Ply-
wood, Inc. S. Arthur married Margar-
ita Scott in Manhattan, New York in
1928 and they had one son and two
daughters.

Alfred Frank was born the 30th of
May 1904, the fourth child of Samuel
and Nancy Agee Hooker. Just like Ar-
thur, Alfred helped his brother John
Clyde get the Hooker Furniture Com-
pany off the ground in 1925. Alfred
married Margie Field of High Point,
North Carolina in 1926 and they had
two sons and one daughter.

Ralph Agee Hooker, born on the
28th of February 1909, was the only
child of Samuel and Nancy Agee
Hooker that was not born at the old
homeplace in Elamsville/Buffalo
Ridge. Ralph was born in Bassett,
where his parents had moved to run a
general merchandise store. Ralph at-
tended school in Axton, then Green-
brier Military Academy before serv-
ing in WWIIL. After the war, he drove
a truck for a while before founding
Hooker Window Company which he

s

i Bassett Bank building in 1911.
Therljsli]gl;swoa: the windows, left to right, read:
C. C. Bassett Furniture Co. Undertaker. Post
Office. S. H. Hooker, General Merchandise. Bank
of Bassett. The women in the picture are Miss

CAN YOU REMEMBER?

H. Hooker, both

Stanley and Mrs. S.
]g:rbceased. Mrs. Hooker was the mother m:g
Arthur, Frank, Clyde, and R:alph Hooker,

de,
Mrs. Ben Turner, all of

S. H. Hooker General Merchandise (photo from Martinsville Bulletin shared by Katherine

Hooker Boaz)

John Abram Hooker (Photos courtesy of [

Katherine Hooker Boaz)

ran for forty years. Ralph married
Miss Dorothy Wilson Lester of Mar-
tinsville, and they had two children.
Samuel H. and Nancy Agee Hooker
have a special place in my heart be-
cause when my great grandmother
and her two brothers became wards of
the state in the late 1890’s, the Hook-
er family took in my 2x great uncle
Albert Wood. Albert lived on the farm
in Elamsville/Buffalo Ridge until the
Hooker family moved to Bassett to
run the general store. In 1915, Sam-
uel and Nancy purchased the historic
Patrick Henry Farm in the Carlisle
area of Henry County, where they
spent the rest of their lives. Samuel

__Dpanville, Va.

Robert Lee Hooker

was also a director and vice-president
of his son’s furniture company and
was one of the organizers of Schae-
fer’s Varnish Company in Louisville,
Kentucky. Samuel was a member of
Smith River Church of the Brethren.

Next week, we will continue learn-
ing more about the Hooker family,
beginning with child number nine,
James Murray Hooker. I would not be
able to share these stories and photos
without the contributions of Kather-
ine Hooker Boaz, to whom I am very
grateful. Woody may be reached at
rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com or (276)
692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm
of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty - Will my Wife’s Survivor Benefit
Less if she Claimed Her Social Security Ear-
ly?

Dear Rusty: I claimed Social Security at 70. My
wife claimed her own SS at 62, and her earnings
were significantly lower than mine. I understand
my wife will be eligible to claim my benefit if I pass
before she does, but will Social Security reduce that
benefit because she didn’t wait until age 65 to claim
hers? Signed: Concerned Husband

Dear Concerned: Your wife’s benefit as your
surviving spouse will be based on two things:

-Her age when she claims her survivor benefit,

-The amount you were receiving at your death.

If she has reached her own Full Retirement Age
(FRA) when she claims her surviving spouse ben-
efit, she will get 100% of the amount you were re-

ceiving when you died (instead of her own smaller
SS retirement amount). However, if she claims her
survivor benefit at any time before her full retire-
ment age, it will be reduced for claiming the survi-
vor benefit early.

Thus, when your wife claimed her own Social
Security retirement benefit (in her case, age 62)
doesn’t matter and doesn’t affect her potential
surviving spouse benefit - what matters is her age
when she claims her survivor benefit. If she claims
before reaching her own FRA, her survivor benefit
will be reduced according to the number of months
before her FRA that the survivor benefit is claimed.
That reduction would be about 4.75% for each year
earlier than her FRA she claims it. But if she claims
her surviving spouse benefit at or after she reach-
es her full retirement age, she will get the amount
you were receiving at your death, instead of her
own smaller age 62 Social Security retirement ben-
efit amount. FYI, your wife’s full retirement age is

Social Security Matters =

somewhere between 66 and 67, depending on the
year she was born (born in 1960 or later, her FRA
1s age 67).

And, just for clarity, your wife’s payment as your
surviving spouse will consist of her own SS retire-
ment benefit plus an auxiliary amount to bring her
monthly payment up to what she is entitled to as
your surviving spouse.

This article is intended for information purposes
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social Security Associa-
tion (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

The Key Vitamin That Prevents Dementia - Part 1

There are so many supplements on the market
today for cognitive health. Slowing the effects of ag-
ing on the brain is a goal for many people who take
supplements as they age. There are a lot of supple-
ment “cocktails” out there promising to do just that.
But there is a key vitamin in all of them that seems
to play a significant role in warding off cognitive de-
cline.

Traditionally recognized for its role in bone health
and calcium homeostasis, vitamin D is now being
studied for its role in maintaining cognitive health,
particularly in the context of dementia. Dementia,
characterized by a decline in cognitive function se-
vere enough to interfere with daily life, includes
conditions like Alzheimer’s disease. With no defin-
itive cure currently available, prevention and risk
reduction strategies are critical. Emerging research
highlights the potential of vitamin D as a protective
agent against cognitive decline and dementia.

A study published in 2023 by the University of
Calgary’s Hotchkiss Brain Institute and the Uni-
versity of Exeter in the United Kingdom looked at
the relationship of vitamin D supplementation and
dementia in over 12,388 people. They found that
those who supplemented with vitamin D had 40%
fewer dementia diagnoses than those who didn’t

supplement with vitamin D.

Sources of Vitamin D

Vitamin D, often called the “sunshine vitamin,” is
synthesized in the skin upon exposure to sunlight.
Stepping out into the sunlight 10-30 minutes a day
three days a week is sufficient for most people to get
their dose of vitamin D. It can also be obtained from
dietary sources such as fatty fish, fortified dairy
products, and supplements. For people with a strict
plant-based diet, getting vitamin D from natural
sources may be harder. The good news is that there
are a lot of fortified foods with vitamin D. Cereals,
plant-based milks, orange juice, and tofu are usual-
ly fortified with vitamin D. And of course, supple-
ments in pill or capsule form are found everywhere.

Recent Research on Vitamin D and Dementia

Several recent studies have explored the relation-
ship between vitamin D levels and the risk of devel-
oping dementia:

1. Meta-Analysis of Observational Studies (2023):
A comprehensive meta-analysis published in the
journal Neurology in early 2023 reviewed data from
multiple observational studies involving thousands
of participants. The analysis found that individu-
als with low levels of vitamin D had a significantly
higher risk of developing dementia and Alzheimer’s

disease compared to those with sufficient levels.

2. Prospective Cohort Study (2022): A large-scale
prospective cohort study published in the Journal
of the American Medical Association (JAMA) Neu-
rology in 2022 followed over 6,000 older adults for
several years. The researchers measured baseline
vitamin D levels and monitored participants for
cognitive decline and dementia onset. The study
concluded that sufficient vitamin D levels were as-
sociated with a reduced risk of cognitive decline and
dementia, suggesting a potential protective effect.

3. Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs): While
observational studies provide valuable insights,
randomized controlled trials (RCTs) are the gold
standard for establishing causality. Several RCTs
have examined the effect of vitamin D supplemen-
tation on cognitive function. For instance, a 2023
RCT published in The Lancet involved over 2,000
participants aged 70 and older. The study found
that those who received vitamin D supplements
showed less cognitive decline over three years com-
pared to those who received a placebo.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Danny
Kwon, JD. Used by permission from www.lifeand-
health.org Courtesy of LifeSpring — Resources for
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)
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Cougars Score Win at Glenvar

By Ashlee Mullis

The Varsity Volleyball Team
won in 4 sets tonight at Glenvar.
Set scores were 26-25, 20-25, 25-
19, and 25-15. Lilly Hazelwood
had 12 kills, 3 blocks, and 8 digs.
Jayden Callahan had 12 kills, 11
digs, 3 aces, and 2 blocks. Camille
Gonzalez had 32 assists, 6 kills,
2 blocks, and 11 digs. Journey
Moore had 25 digs, and Madison
Scott had 6 aces.

Sydney Tatum had 7 kills and

Sidney Tatum goes up for the block.

6 blocks. The Lady Cougars are
9-4 overall. They will be in action
again at home against Radford in
their Dig Pink Game.

The Patrick County High School
Cougars Sports Schedule for the
week of Oct. 14-18

10/15 7pm Volleyball vs Alleghany

PCHS Sports Schedule

10/16 6pm Cross County Meet at
Carroll County

10/17 7pm Volleyball at Carroll
County

10/18 7pm Football at Radford

PCHS Cougars

Seth Geiger recovers the Buffalo fumble.

By Pat Delaney

The Patrick County High School
Cougars traveled to Floyd County
for a Three Rivers District matchup
on October 4. Floyd County scored
29 points in a nine-minute stretch
late in the first half, which proved
decisive in the 36-0 loss for the Cou-
gars.

Floyd County received the open-
ing kickoff and fumbled on their
first play from scrimmage. After
recovering the fumble, they lost a
fumble two plays later, giving the
Cougars the ball deep in Buffalo
territory. The Cougars would turn
the ball back over to the Buffalos on
downs.

Conditions for the game were
challenging for both teams. The wet
field and ball contributed to several
fumbles on both sides.

After a scoreless first quarter, the
Cougars threatened with the ball
near the goal line. A scrum formed
when a Cougar runner was stopped
at the line of scrimmage. As the
runner fought for yards, the Buf-
falos stripped the ball loose and re-
covered it, ending the Cougar scor-
ing threat.

The Buffalos drove over ninety
yards for the touchdown to take
the 7-0 lead with 9:30 to go in the
half. They would tack on three more
touchdowns before halftime, includ-
ing a two-point conversion for a 29-
0.

“They scored 29 points in nine
minutes in the second quarter, and
that really hurt us,” said Cougar
head coach David Morrison. “For
nine minutes, we were just shell-
shocked, and we gave them so many

fall to Buffalos

Noah Jessup fig for yrds on a kickoff
return.

opportunities, and we could nev-
er recover. Moving forward, that’s
something we've got to understand.
If you take those nine minutes
away, it’s a 7-0 ball game.”

The Cougar offense, behind two
long runs by Easton Harris, moved
into Buffalo territory on the open-
ing drive of the second half before a
fumble gave the ball back to Floyd
County, ending the drive.

The Buffalos added a touchdown
late in the third quarter to increase
the lead to 36-0 and would hold off
the Cougars for the win.

Turnovers hurt the Cougars, oc-
curring twice deep in the Floyd
County side of the field. “Conditions
aren’t ideal, but there’s no excuse
for that,” said Morrison. “You better
hold on to the ball.”

Outside of the turnovers, the
Cougars played well for much of the
game. “We played much better de-
fensively, and we continue to play
well,” said Morrison. “We're strug-
gling in pieces. Here and there, we
give up big chunk plays, offensively
we stall out and these are things
we’ve got to work on and come back
to being consistent every single
snap.”

On the night, Easton Harris led
the Cougars with 34 yards on the
ground. Defensively, Paul Pascalle
had 8 tackles. Jackson Callahan,
Glenn Stovall, Jayden Corns each
added 7 tackles. Josh Jimrusti and
Seth Geiger each had a fumble re-
covery.

The Cougars are now 3-4 for the
season and will next play on the
road at Glenvar on October 11.

Lady Cougars wm,

hit milestones

Camille Gonzalez (left) and Journey Moore
hold up posters congratulating them on
their milestones.

Journey Moore with one of her 26 digs on
the night.

Camille Gonzalez sets up a teammate for
one of her 32 assists in the game.

By Pat Delaney

It was a big night for the Pat-
rick County High Lady Cougars
volleyball team, coming away
with a 3-0 win on September 30
at North Stokes, upping their re-
cord to 8-4.

Highlighting the night were
milestones reached by two Lady
Cougars. In the second set, Ju-
nior Camille Gonzalez reached
500 assists for her career. On the
night, she had 32 assists.

In the third set, Junior Journey
Moore collected her 1,000th dig.
Moore had 26 digs along with 6
aces in the game. Moore became
just the second Lady Cougar to
reach 1,000 digs.

The match started a little slow
for the Lady Cougars, trailing in
the early going 8-9. They respond-
ed with a 9-1 run, taking the lead
at 17-10 before closing out the set
25-17.

North Stokes battled back from
a 6-1 deficit, tying the set at 14-
14. It would remain close, with
neither team able to gain more
than a two point lead with the

Lilly Hazelwood hits one past the North
Stokes blocker.

momentum swinging back and
forth. Facing set point at 22-24,
the Lady Cougars took the next
four points for the 26-24 set win.

The Lady Cougars seemed in
control in the third set, cruising
to a 24-18 lead and match point.
North Stokes would win the next
five points before the Lady Cou-
gars finished out the match with
a 25-23 third set win.

For much of the match, the
Lady Cougars had to contend
with the solid defense played by
North Stokes. “They played some
really good defense and kept balls
up that I didn’t think would stay
up. That was pretty exciting,”
said Lady Cougar head coach Hei-
di Moore.

“I thought we did really well. A
good game,” said Moore. “It was
nice to come in, especially after
being off for a few days, and be
able to play pretty well.”

In the victory, Jayden Callahan
had 12 kills and 10 digs, and Eli-
za Clifton had 9 kills and 11 digs.

Sidney Tatum and Chloe Hub-
bard each chipped in 6 kills.

Varsity Golf Places
Second in Tournament

By Ashlee Mullis

The Varsity Golf Team traveled to
the Olde Mill Golf Club, Wednesday,
October 2, to compete in the Sub-Re-
gion Tournament. Floyd County came
out on top with a score of 298. Patrick
County shot a 356 to place 2nd in the
tournament. Dan River shot a 369,
Chatham shot a 378, and Gretna shot
a 396. Parker Roop led the Cougars
with a score of 87. Chance Corns fin-
ished with an 88, Kendra Worley shot
a 90, and Riley Belcher shot a 91.

“It was a great job today advanc-
ing to region play on a tough and wet
course. I'm looking forward to past
season play,” said Coach Philip Stea-
gall.

Parker Roop tees off at Olde M|II )

Local college anglers
compete in New York

Representing Patrick County
and Henry County respectively
with the Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College Bass Fishing
Team were David Bryant, Zach
Heath, Nash Thompson, Gavin
McGhee and Shelby Rigney at the
Abu Garcia College Fishing tour-
nament on the St. Lawrence Riv-
er in Massena, New York. They
were among a full field of close
to 70 teams from throughout the
United States that competed in
the tournament. After taking off
under calm and overcast condi-
tions, the young anglers enjoyed
a great day on the St. Lawrence
River and are thankful for the
opportunity. The team reeled in
a combined total of 36 pounds, 7
ounces.

The University of Alabama duo
of Cooper Gilroy and Hayden
O’Barr won the MLF Abu Gar-
cia College Fishing Presented by
YETI event hosted by the Town
of Massena, New York on the
St. Lawrence River presented
by Simms with a five-bass limit
weighing 25 pounds, 1 ounce.

The 2024 MLF Abu Garcia Col-
lege Fishing Presented by YETI
season features college teams
from across the country compet-
ing in nine regular-season tour-
naments. The top 12% of teams
from each regular-season tour-
nament advance to the 2025 Abu

Garcia College Fishing Present-
ed by YETI National Champion-
ship. The 2025 Abu Garcia Col-
lege Fishing Presented by YETI
National Championship will take
place on Wheeler Lake in Deca-
tur, Alabama, April 9-11, and 1is
hosted by Decatur Morgan Coun-
ty Tourism.

Proud sponsors of the 2024 MLF
Abu Garcia College Fishing Pre-
sented by YETI include: 7Brew,
Abu Garcia, B&W Trailer Hitch-
es, Berkley, BUBBA, E3, Epic
Baits, Fishing Clash, General
Tire, GSM Outdoors, Lew’s, Mer-
cury, Mossy Oak, Onyx, Phoenix,
Polaris, Power-Pole, Strike King,
Suzuki, Tackle Warehouse, T-H
Marine, Toyota and YETI.

For complete details, visit Ma-
jorLeagueFishing.com. For regu-
lar College Fishing updates, pho-
tos, tournament news and more,
follow MLF5’s social media out-
lets at Facebook, Instagram, and
YouTube.

Sports Briefs

By Ashlee Mullis

JV Volleyball Gets Win at
North Stokes

The JV Volleyball Team trav-
eled to North Stokes, Monday,
September 30, winning in two sets

WWW.THEEN

25-10 and 25-12. Brooke Barner
had 7 kills, and Ava Hiatt had 4
kills. Emmy Corns had 2 digs and
3 aces. Maddy Martin had 2 digs
and 4 aces. Mariah Scott had 13
assists.
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Pres. Biden approves Virginia’s request
for expedited declaration

As groups, individ-
uals and businesses
in Henry County and
Martinsville are work-
ing to get help to areas
of North Carolina and
Virginia that were rav-
aged by the remnants
of Hurricane Helene,
Gov. Glenn Youngkin
on Wednesday an-
nounced that Presi-
dent Biden granted
Virginia’s request for
an expedited Federal
Major Disaster Decla-
ration due to impacts
from the storm.

“This is the most

significant disaster in
the Commonwealth
since 2011,” Youn-

gkin said. “Due to the
severity and magni-
tude of the damages,
we are thankful that
Virginia was able to
get this expedited di-
saster declaration so
that we can continue
this long process of re-
covery. This will allow
us to get resources to
our impacted commu-
nities and Virginians
as fast as possible. We
will continue to work
to add jurisdictions
as additional assess-
ments occur in impact-
ed areas.”

The latest declara-
tion, which is in ad-

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outszde the town/county lmes...

Gov. Glenn Youngkin assessed storm damage caused by
Hurricane Helene in Damascus, Virginia on September 28.

dition to the federal
emergency declaration
that was approved on
September 29, will
provide additional
support to individuals
and local governments
impacted in Virginia.
Youngkin thanked
“local responders, vol-
unteers, federal part-
ners, and the Virginia
Emergency  Support
Team who have been
working day and night
to assist with ongoing
response and recov-
ery operations. Thank
you to Senator (Mark)
Warner, Senator (Tim)
Kaine and Congress-
man Morgan  Grif-
fith for your support
during this recovery
effort. Together, we
will make it through.”
Warner and Kaine
were among a bipar-

tisan group to write
a letter to Majority
Leader Chuck Schum-
er, D-NY, and others
highlighting the dev-
astation caused by
Hurricane Helene and
the wurgent need to
pass an appropriations
package to support the
millions of Americans
affected by the storm.

“The devastation
from Hurricane He-
lene across the south-
eastern United States
1s simply inconceiv-
able,” the letter stat-
ed. “Because of a lack
of cell service, we an-
ticipate even greater
tragedy to unfold in
the days and weeks
ahead as communica-
tions and power are
restored and we can
understand the full
scope of this disaster.”

PRCJ Tra1n1ng Academy graduates 18

The Piedmont Regional Criminal
Justice Training Academy celebrated
18 graduates on September 27. These
graduates will be serving a variety of
agencies, including those in Martins-
ville and Henry County.

“Today marks a momentous occa-
sion as we celebrate the hard work,
dedication, and sacrifice of this group
of men and women,” said Martins-
ville Police Chief Robert “Rob” Finch-
er. Fincher congratulated the class
and gave a short speech to instill con-
fidence in the new recruits.

“They have learned to enforce the
law, uphold justice, safeguard the in-
nocent, and foster trust with the com-
munities they serve. In today’s world,
their role has never been more criti-
cal. They will face diverse and com-
plex challenges as guardians of peace
and justice. However, I am confident
with their training that they will
be able to confront these challenges
with competence and compassion,”
said Fincher, who was happy with
the office’s growth and the opportuni-
ties it offers to its officers.

“Today, as you stand on the thresh-

The September 2024 Piedmont Regional iminal Justice Training Academy graduating
class.

old of your career in law enforce-
ment, reflect on the journey that
has brought you here. Do not forget
your why and the principles that
will guide you moving forward, and
do not listen to the naysayer,” said
field services coordinator Kathryn
Bowen-Dotten. She encouraged the
recruits not to forget to laugh and
thanked their families for standing
behind them.

Graduates serving Martinsville Po-
lice Department are Christina Frick,
Dakoda Harmon, Joel Hernandez,
Matthew Huxley, Khalil Morris, and
Ryan O’Hara. “I have no openings,
we are completely filled,” said Finch-
er who was thrilled with the awards
his newest recruits earned during
the ceremony.

Graduates serving the Henry
County Sheriff's Office are William
Bryant, Blake Hankins, and Jaswe-
da Hunt.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis
said the three are assigned to road
patrol. “We are proud to have them.
They are a true blessing to our com-
munity.”

FOR MORE, VISIT THE HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE
AT WWW. HENRYCOUNTYENTERPRISE COM
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Openlng nlght of the 4th annual Henry County Fair. Roger Adams, director of the county’s
Parks and Recreation Department, is pictured in the center.

Fair deemed a success, despite weather

Despite the devastation caused by
hurricane Helene in many areas over
the weekend, organizers determined
the 4th annual Henry County Fair must
go on, with record attendance on Satur-
day, September 28 more than enough to
determine it was a success.

While the wristband sales have yet
to be counted, Henry County Parks &
Recreation Director Roger Adams said
Saturday was busy all day long, with
thousands coming through the fair-
ground gates.

“We had lines most of the afternoon
to purchase ride tickets. There were
lines past our gate admission ticket
booths, and we’ve never had that hap-
pen before,” he said.

Adams said he was surprised the fair
was as successful as it was considering
the onslaught of rain. But, on “Satur-
day when we woke up and it was a clear
sky, we knew we’d have a good local
turnout. We probably didn’t have as
many people coming from out of town
because of the weather, especially Fri-

day night,” he said.

Even then, Adams said the fair
weathered numerous tornado warn-
ings and had a good crowd for Jordan
Feliz’s performance for Spirit FM night.
Some people traveled hours to see Feliz
perform, with one family traveling five
hours one way.

“I'm sure we would have had a lot
more” local people and people from fur-
ther away Friday “if it wasn’t for the
weather. Typically, for Spirit FM Night,
we have a decent amount of folks come
from an hour, or a couple of hours away
for that night,” Adams said.

On “Thursday, Jack & David Reid
could not take the stage to perform, so
we were only open for a short period of
time,” he said.

Opening night Wednesday started
off good, but Adams said Key West, a
Jimmy Buffett tribute band, were about
three-quarters of the way through their
set before the rain started, causing
them to cut their set short.

Candidates field tough questions at forum

Charles Roark of Star News host-
ed a candidate forum at Mount Sinai
Church, with questions about press-
ing local issues and audience concerns
posed to each of the five candidates vy-
ing for three seats on Martinsville City
Council.

In terms of the municipal building’s
water leakage problems, Roark asked
candidates whether the building should
be repaired, remodeled, or replaced en-
tirely. “Anything can be fixed, but at
the end of the day, it’s a question of is
the fix gonna cost more than starting
from scratch,” said Julian Mei.

He added that if a new building were
constructed, he would like to see it de-
signed similarly to the New College In-
stitute (NCI), which boasts many win-
dows.

LaNita Herlem expressed a prefer-
ence for considering remodeling first,
while Rayshaun Gravely emphasized
keeping options open while being mind-
ful of costs. “Of course, don’t spend any
unnecessary money,” he said.

John Wilson questioned how the city
would fund any remodeling efforts. “Be-
fore you make any decision whatsoever,
you need to assess and evaluate.” Kathy
Lawson acknowledged the extent of the
water damage and called for further in-
vestigation.

“The city manager told me that we
have been like a 20-year-old house that
hadn’t had any repairs,” said Roark, to
which Lawson responded that she was
unaware of the building’s major issues.

Lawson suggested low-interest bonds
as a potential funding source.

The candidates also faced questions
about the city’s water infrastructure
and ongoing lawsuits. This led Herlem
to express her support for veterans. “I
do hope to be a voice for the veterans
because I don’t think they have a very
loud one,” she said.

Of high electricity costs, Wilson not-
ed, “Our electric system, or company,
doesn’t make a profit.” He acknowl-
edged the city’s power purchase agree-
ments, explaining that the city is sub-
ject to open market prices.

“We have to pay whatever the open
market price is. I don’t like my power
bill any more than you do,” Wilson said,
stressing the need to explore options to
lower costs.

“When our federal government dereg-
ulated electricity, they did a travesty

25

ON SCENE
Mount Sinai Cw

Left to right, John Wison, Kathy Lawson,
LaNita Herlem, Julian Mei and Rayshaun
Gravely are pictured.

to every person sitting in this room,”
Lawson said, adding federal deregula-
tion of the market turned energy into
a commodity traded like stock. She
explained that the city has attempted
various methods to bring down costs
but faces challenges like uncontrollable
transmission fees. Lawson proposed a
program to help high-usage residents
reduce their bills and said she hopes to
move forward with initiatives to assist
those burdened by utility costs.

Herlem said energy conservation
should start at home, and shared per-
sonal strategies to lower her bill. “I
keep my thermostat high in the sum-
mer and low in the winter to try to
manage costs,” she said. Unfortunately,
we live in a world where energy is just
expensive right now.”

Gravely emphasized the need to im-
prove residential energy efficiency, cit-
ing recent upgrades in the West End.

“Why don’t we establish an energy ef-
ficiency committee on day one in office?”
suggested Mei, and advocated for spe-
cialists to serve on the committee and
help residents lower their utility bills.

The candidates were also asked about
homelessness in Martinsville and how
they would address it.

Mei stated that simply placing peo-
ple in shelters doesn’t address the root
causes, such as mental illness and ad-
diction. “The crossover with mental
illness and addiction is harrowing,” he
said.

Lawson praised the now fully fund-
ed warming center, located in the Sal-
vation Army, and highlighted Henry
County’s support for funding and the
addition of a paid employee to ensure
it remains open. “We're very thank-
ful Henry County came on board with
funding this fiscal year,” she said. The
shelter also assists individuals in find-
ing housing and employment.

Maintenance issues prompt closure

The Bassett Historical Center
will be closed to the public from
Monday, October 7 - Friday, Octo-
ber 18 due to maintenance issues.

Currently, the center plans to re-

NEVER

LET
GO

1-4-7-9:15PM

open at 10 a.m. on Monday, Octo-
ber 21. It will provide updates if it
is able to reopen at an earlier date.

Call the center for more informa-
tion, if needed.

$5

tickets
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Mr. Herbert Lee
Hylton, age 73 of Wool-
wine, passed away
Friday, October 4,
2024, at Carilion New
River Valley Medical
Center. He was born
in Patrick County on
September 8, 1951, to
the late George Her-
man Hylton and Ber-
tha Hatcher Hylton.
In addition to his par-
ents, Mr. Hylton was
preceded in death by
his beloved wife, Hel-
en Lawson Hylton;
one brother, Gilbert
Hylton, and a niece,
Angela Hylton Hall.
Herbert was almost
always called Papa or
Papa Herbie. He had
many special people
in his life, he loved
Kricket Morrison as
one of his own grand-
children. He enjoyed
his daily talks with
Brad Hylton, Thom-

Herbert Lee Hylton

Strothers. Papa Herbie
has left an incredible
mark in his 73 years of
life and will be greatly
missed by his family
and friends.

Mr. Hylton is sur-
vived by one daugh-
ter, Brenda Hylton
(Jeff) of Woolwine; four
grandchildren, Bran-
don Hylton (Erin) of
Woolwine, and Kan-
dis Hylton of Wool-
wine; Montana Inman

Springs, and Cassie
Inman (Michael) of
Vinton; a God-grand-
daughter, Autumn
Lawson of Bassett;
three great-grandchil-
dren, Paisley Hylton,
Memphis Hylton, and

Levi Inman-Rich;
one brother, Wilbert
Hylton (Glenda) of

Woolwine, and several
nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will
be held Wednesday,
October 9, 2024, at
11:00 a.m. at Moody
Funeral Home in Stu-
art with Pastor Ja-
mie Stokes officiating.
Burial will follow in
Hylton Family Cem-
etery. The family will
receive friends Tues-
day evening from 6:00
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at
the funeral home. On-
line condolences may
be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-

as Turner, and Kevin (Garrett)

of Patrick

ervices.com.

Letters to the Editor

Fiber cable project

Spectrum and their subcontrac-
tors have been here in Ararat for
the past several weeks installing
fiber cable. It has been my experi-
ence that their workers do not care
about my property. No one told
me they would be coming on my
property. The workers that came
out here first were clearing out
under the power line. They tore
up the sides of my driveway with
their equipment. It will have to be
fixed before I will be able to mow
it again. They cut down trees and
piled the trees and limbs on top of
my forsythias. I have three ever-
greens they cut off near the ground.
I have ten forsythias that they cut
off or broke off. They threw most of
the limbs and trees into the creek.
They used a blower on the yard
but that didn’t do anything for the
limbs left in the yard.

The workers putting in the lines
parked in my yard. I don’t know
who told them that was okay. I
found several pieces of metal trash
that most likely fell off of the trucks
or the workers dropped and didn’t
bother to pick up. I have noticed a
lot of trash along the road where

they have stopped to work.

When I wanted to get a super-
visor’s contact information one of
the geniuses was like, so you don’t
want fiber cable. As if they are do-
ing me a favor by putting it in and
I should let them tear up whatever
to install it.

I called AEP about the tree is-
sues because I thought that was
who was doing it. I think they con-
tacted GTS, Gibson Technical Ser-
vices. The same workers that came
out and made the mess came out
and got most of the limbs out of the
creek and chipped them up. They
still left a big mess in the yard.

They came out several times to
fix the original mess they made. It
will take me a while to get it back
to what it was. I am really not im-
pressed with Spectrum or their
subcontractor GTS, Gibson Techni-
cal Services. Currently Spectrum’s
$30 deal becomes $60 in two years.
With the way they have treated
me to this point I think I will pass.
Hopefully your luck with them will
be better than mine.

Willy Young,

Ararat

Dear editor,

A recent letter to this newspa-
per described a “dystopian world”
that would arrive should Kamala
Harris win the upcoming election.
This is a harsh but silly diagnosis
of what might occur if a very intel-
ligent, reasonable, and competent
former U.S. senator and attorney
general of the largest state in the
union becomes our next president.

For one thing, even if Harris
wanted to do all the things she is
accused of wanting to do, a pres-
ident is NOT a dictator who can
do anything she or he wants to
do - contrary to what former Pres-
ident Trump says he “will do” on
“day one” of a second term. The
U.S. Congress would have to ap-
prove most of the items on any
president’s agenda. In fact, many
moderate Democrats serve in that
body along with some Republicans
who have respect for tradition
and democracy such that radical
change is difficult to achieve in
most cases.

Now, if you want a really messed
up, crazy “dystopia” in the United
States, you may very well see one
if Donald Trump is elected and
his cronies’ Project 2025 agenda is
adopted, and what’s up with some-
one who has been convicted of 34
felonies and has several dozen
more charges pending against him
being “your man”?

In the days when the GOP did
not suffer from unbridled devotion
to the greatest grifter/con man in
the history of the planet and when
they had individuals of great in-
tegrity like Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er, John McCain, and John War-
ner, among others, their voters
would never tolerate a convicted
felon as a candidate for any office.

Nor would they support anyone
who admitted to groping women
and bragged about it, much less
a person who suggests “suspend-
ing” the Constitution. That would
include a guy who has already re-
fused to accept the consequences
of what virtually every court and
state election authority declared
was a “free and fair” election in
2020.

Perhaps, you think the current
Department of Justice has been
“picking on” that “poor little bil-
lionaire” Donald Trump, but it
seems they have been going “a lit-
tle dystopian” too after, somehow,
several prominent Democrats(!)
including a US Senator, the May-
or of New York City, and no less
than the current president’s own
son have been charged or indicted
for numerous crimes too. Funny
thing, so many people that were
close to a morally (and often finan-
cially) bankrupt former president
were pardoned for their document-
ed crimes.

As for a “weaponized” justice sys-
tem, even if it has been biased (yet
to be proven) in pursuing certain
people, indictments are handed
down by grand juries, and it’s still
up to “a jury of one’s peers” to con-
vict anyone accused of a crime. It’s
called the “rule of law,” I believe,
and that applies to everyone - that
is, everyone who doesn’t receive
a “get out of jail free” card from
a totally “unbiased” US Supreme
Court - but how’s the fishing on
your buddy’s big yacht, Clarence?

(Sources: US  Constitution,
Mother Jones Magazine, Time
Magazine, Roanoke Times)

John Reynolds,

Critz

Clarence Hampton Bowman

Clarence Hampton
Bowman, 78, passed
away at Hospice of Da-
vidson County on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, with loved
ones at his side, includ-
ing JoAnn, his beloved
wife of 41 years. Mr.
Bowman was born Sep-
tember 1, 1946, in Pat-
rick County, Virginia,
where he lived until
he joined the United
States Army. As a
young man, Mr. Bow-
man was stationed at
Fort Richardson, Alas-
ka, where he proudly
served his country as a
vehicle repairman. Af-
ter his term of service
ended, Mr. Bowman re-
turned to Virginia and
began his career as a
long-haul, cross-coun-
try truck driver.

On December 2,
1982, while in Pico
Rivera, California, for
work, Clarence met his
future wife, JoAnn. It
was love at first sight,
and Clarence proposed
in January 1983. After
they married, Clarence
and JoAnn drove as a
team for many years,
earning awards for
safety and professional
service as they trav-
eled across the country
together, until Clar-
ence retired in 2005.

In addition to his ca-
reer, Mr. Bowman felt
called to serve the Lord
as a Primitive Baptist
Elder. Mr. Bowman
was a devoted Chris-
tian and servant lead-
er. Over many years,
Mr. Bowman humbly
served in this role for
the congregations of
the associations that
he served. Prior to his

death, Mr. Bowman
pastored his home
church of Big Creek
Primitive Baptist
Church in Westfield,
NC, and also served as
an Elder for the first
weekend service at
Buffalo Primitive Bap-
tist Church in Sandy
Ridge, NC.

In addition to being
a devoted husband to
JoAnn and an Elder of
his associations, Mr.
Bowman was a beloved
and honored father,
stepfather,  grandfa-
ther and great-grand-
father. Clarence, or
Clay as he was known
to friends and fam-
ily, was a kind and
thoughtful man with
a generous spirit and
a devoted friend and
mentor to many people
during his life. During
his final days, many
people reached out to
his family to share the
different ways Clar-
ence 1mpacted their
lives and helped them
to build their relation-
ship with God. He will
be greatly missed by
everyone who knew
him.

Mr. Bowman is
survived by his wife,
JoAnn of Lexington;
children Raymond
Bowman (Becca) of
Eagle River, AK, Bar-
bara Bowman of Fay-
etteville, NC, Elaine
Bartee (Robbie) of Dry
Fork, VA and Carme-

la  Warfield (Jason)
of Anchorage, AK;
stepchildren Arman-

do Jimenez (Keely) of
Tyro, NC, Marta Park-
er of Salisbury, NC
and Teal Cardon (Je-

Hubert Oscar Lyon

On the evening of EowwE

October 3, 2024, Mr.
Hubert Oscar Lyon
entered his heavenly
home. He was born on
February 21, 1931, to
the late James Elma
Lyon and Lillian
Pratt Lyon. He was
proceeded in death by
his twin infant sons;
brothers, Sherman
Lyon, Alvin Lyon,
and Dallas Lyon, and
sisters, Elva Lyon,
and Wavie Lyon Ste-
phens.

Throughout his life,
Hubert was known
as being a humble
and hard-working
man who desired to
serve God. He was
a long-time mem-
ber at Smith River
Church of the Breth-
ren, where he served
as deacon, treasurer,
and sang in the choir.
Hubert’s love and ded-
ication for his fami-
ly was seen through
his roles of being a
loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather,
and  great-grandfa-
ther. He enjoyed the
beauty of nature, and
being outside work-
ing on his farm and
riding his horses. He
also enjoyed hobbies
such as wood carving,
riding his 4-wheeler
and playing his har-
monica. In 1994 af-
ter a long career, he
retired from Liberty
Fabrics.

Hubert will be
greatly missed by all
those that knew and
loved him. Left be-
hind to cherish his
memory 1is his lov-

ing wife of 73 years,
Evadell Rorrer Lyon;

sons and daughter-
in-law, David Lyon of
Woolwine, VA, Timo-
thy Lyon (Christina)
of Youngsville, NC;
daughter and son-in-
law, Amy Mangrum
(Bobby) of Woolwine
VA; grandchildren,
Audrey Mangrum
Jones (Tony), James
Mangrum (Courtney),
Kayla Lyon Bailey
(Jonas), Rachel Lyon
and Drew Lyon; and
great-grandchildren,
Alyssa dJones, Noah

rome) of DeSoto, TX;
fifteen grandchildren;
fourteen great-grand-
children; and so many
friends.

Mr. Bowman was
preceded in death by
his father, Hampton
Bowman; mother, Mat-
tie Bowman; mother-
in-law, Georgia Hart-
ness; brothers Charles
(Hoss) Bowman and
Wayne (Skip) Bow-
man; and stepson, Rick
Estrada.

A wvisitation will be
held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 12 at 1:00pm
at Davidson Funeral
Home at 301 N. Main
Street in Lexington,
followed by a chapel
service led by Elder
Rodney Marshall and
Elder Dan Abbott. A
graveside service with
full military honors
will be held on Sat-
urday, October 12 at
Forest Hill Memorial
Park in Lexington. Mr.
Bowman’s grandsons
Markus Bartee, Jordan
Redd, Jake Parker,
Chance Bartee, Jason
Warfield II, and John
Warfield will serve as
pallbearers.

For those that pre-
fer, in lieu of flowers,
donations may be
made to Mr. Bowman’s
home church located
in Westfield, NC, sent
via USPS mail to: Big
Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church, c/o JoAnn
Bowman, Treasurer,
2086 Greensboro St.
Ext., Lexington, NC
27295

Condolences may be
made at www.david-
sonfuneralhome.net

Ian dJones,
Mangrum,
Mangrum

great-grandson, Ad-

dison Bailey, Luke

Bailey, and numerous

nieces and nephews.
Funeral services for

Mr. Lyon will be held
at 2:00 P.M. on Sun-
day, October 6, 2024,
at  Moody Funeral
Home Chapel in Stu-
art, VA with the Rev-
erend David Shumate
officiating. Family
will receive friends
one hour prior to the
service. Burial will
follow in the Lyon
Family Cemetery in
Woolwine, VA. Flow-
ers will be accepted,
or memorial dona-
tions may be made to
Smith River Church
of the Brethren c/o
Marvin Gunter, 595
S. Mayo Drive, Stu-
art, VA 24171. On-
line condolences may
be made by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Jones,
Evelyn
future

MOODy / : i ol

Funeral 5@/&1/‘56@5, Tne.

“We appreciate the conﬁde

iy

nce you have

shown in us ﬁor over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager
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PATrICK PULPITS

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

Salvation by Grace Alone

Pastor Wayne Moore

High Point Baptist Church

Church councils have been crucial
in addressing important doctrines.
Some of the earliest church coun-
cils clarified doctrines concerning
the deity and humanity of Christ,
the nature of the Holy Spirit, and
the nature of Christ’s will.

The first church council clari-
fied the doctrine of salvation. It
took place in AD 49 and is the only
church council in history to be re-
corded in the inspired Word of God.
It is preserved in

Acts 15 and is known as The Je-
rusalem Council.

The Jerusalem Council was called
to settle the conflict over what was
required for Gentiles to be saved.
The disagreement arose after Barn-
abas and Paul returned from their
first missionary journey with excit-
ing news of God’s work among the
Gentiles.

Acts 14:27 states, “Now when
they had come and gathered the
church together, they reported all
that God had done with them, and
that He had opened the door of faith
to the Gentiles.” It didn’t take long
for someone to rain on their parade.
Acts 15:1 records, “And certain men
came down from Judea and taught
the brethren, ‘Unless you are cir-
cumcised according to the custom
of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Acts 15:5 further describes who
these men were and what they were
teaching. “But some of the sect of
the Pharisees who believed rose up,
saying, ‘It is necessary to circum-
cise them, and to command them
to keep the law of Moses.” The doc-
trine of the pharisaic believers con-
tradicted what Paul and Barnabas
taught. Paul and Barnabas tried to
convince them of their error but to
no avail. Therefore, it was “deter-
mined that Paul and Barnabas and
certain others of them should go up
to Jerusalem to the apostles and
elders about this question.” (Acts
15:2)

The first person to speak at the
council was the Apostle Peter. (Acts
15:7-11) He reminded the church
how God had chosen him ten years
earlier to share the gospel with the
Gentiles. (Acts 10-11) His point
was that God made no distinction
between the Jews and Gentiles by
giving the Holy Spirit to the Gen-
tiles in the same way He did to the
Jews. (Acts 2) Then he turned it
around and said, “But we believe
that through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ we shall be saved in
the same manner as they.” (Acts
15:11)

Peter’'s statement was radical.
Instead of saying that the Gentiles
were saved in the same manner as
the Jews, he said the Jews were
saved in the same manner as the
Gentiles. Of course, Peter’s point
was that it does not matter which
group 1s placed first, the means of
salvation is the same: “through the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
People are not saved by being Jew-

ish, Gentile, or anything else. Peo-
ple are saved only by God’s grace.

After Peter’s speech, Barnabas
and Paul shared “how many mira-
cles and wonders God had worked
through them among the Gentiles”
(Acts 15:12). Then, James, the
earthly brother of Jesus and lead-
er of the Jerusalem Church, spoke
(Acts 15:13-21). He commended
Peter’s speech and revealed how
it aligned with the Old Testament
prophets. He could have used any
number of prophecies but chose to
quote

Amos 9:11-12. His point was that
God intended to save Gentiles all
along. Therefore, he concluded that
Gentiles did not have to be bur-
dened with Jewish customs to be
saved.

James followed up with an admo-
nition for the Gentiles to abstain
from certain practices that were
offensive to the Jews. This had
nothing to do with being saved but
was a matter of mutual respect.
James defended the Gentiles from
unreasonable Jewish demands. He
also expected the Gentiles to show
respect for Jewish customs. The
decision and actions of the Jerusa-
lem Council proved to be fruitful.
When Paul revisited the churches
he planted on his first missionary
journey, he “delivered to them the
decrees to keep, which were deter-
mined by the apostles and elders in
Jerusalem.” (Acts 16:4

) The results were that “the
churches were strengthened in the
faith, and increased in number dai-
ly.” (Acts 16:5). Clarifying doctrine
and showing mutual respect cre-
ates fertile ground for growing in
Christ.

Paul later wrote letters to other
churches. His doctrine on salvation
remained the same. To the Ephe-
sians he wrote, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9,
NKJV) To the Romans he wrote,
“that if you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved. For
with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.
For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever
believes on Him will not be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord over all is rich to all who
call upon Him. For ‘whoever calls
on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” (Romans 10:9-13, NKJV)

A helpful way to remember what
is required to be saved is this:
Salvation comes by grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ
alone. If you are unsure that your
sins are forgiven, it may be because
you are trying to earn your salva-
tion. Reread the passages above
from Ephesians and Romans. Fol-
low the instructions and trust the
Lord to keep His promise.

emaﬂus

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NET

1. Is the book of Jeremiah
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. In a vision that convinced
Peter to share the gospel,
what where the creatures let
down to earth in? Great sheet,
Cloud, Well, Wind

3. Who was instructed to eat
bread while he lay for 390 days
on his side? Moses, Ezekiel,
Methuselah, Samson

4. From Matthew 5, what did
Jesus tell His disciples they
were the salt of? His glory,
Mankind, The earth, Conver-

sation

5. Who survived the bite of a
viper as described in Acts 28?7
Paul, Matthew, John the Bap-
tist, Stephen

6. From Genesis 35, who died
in giving birth to Benjamin?
Anna, Leah, Martha, Rachel

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Great
sheet, 3) Ezekiel, 4) The earth,
5) Paul, 6) Rachel

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit
Wilson Casey’s subscriber site
at  www.patreon.com/trivia-

guy.
() 2024 King Features
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Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Risen Jord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

WE TAKE YOUR

RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

O

DO YOU!

SHBROOK
UDIOLOGY

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR 4327)

Worship Services 11am

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Hu]mess

J260 Spring Rd., Pafrick Springs, VA - 276-804-8357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiry:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

T Tyt - Tlamos b Tl P Elaia™

276 G240

168 W, Blue Bidge 5.

wwwstnartbaptist org

st DBeoptise Church

Bringing the World to Christ
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945 Sunday 5 chool
11:00 Worship Service
\ officegishaarthaptist org
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Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church )
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 » www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org
A AR\, SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

J

Join the
¢ Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today

Super Crossword

“TENETS,
ANYONE?”

ACROSS 51 Holy Mile. 106 Subway 10 Pippi Long- 48 Tach 81 Tesla vehicle,
1 Fitting name 53 Togetherness entry gate stocking readings, eg.
foraherding 56 Riddle, part 3 108 Like most creator informally 82 Elec. or gas
dog 60 Samms and sandals Lindgren 49 U.S. disaster 83 Golfer
5 Tense, Stone of film 112 Tiny charged 11 Travel aid org. Ballesteros
with “up” 61 Luau cocktail thing destination, 50 Threaten like 87 Part of DOS:
10“This Is 40° 62 Lipton drinks 113 Riddle’s generically atiger Abbr.
director Judd 63 High peak answer 12 Very old: 51 Result of a 89 Summer,
16 That guy 66 Patriotic org. 118 Tabloid paper Abbr. hit to the eye in Savoy
19“.. | could since 1889 119 Singer 13 “TiK — 52 Wee kids 90 Swing wildly,
— horse!” 67 Symbols Morissette (Kesha hit) 54 Skin cream as arms
20 Actress 68 Scholastic 120 French 14 Raw rock brand 91 Rising
Christensen meas. capital,ina 15 Very friendly 55 NASDAQ kin ground
21 Mexican state 71 Seeded loaf Cole Porter 16 Greetingon 57 Estevez of 93 In flames
22 —-Z (totally) 72 Vault title a Sunday the Brat Pack 94 Put more
23 Startof a 74 “Invisible” 121 Word that's holiday 58 Place a bet film in
riddle singer pluralizable 17 Slantingtype 59 Riverinlraq 95 Of the
26 Cushion Simpson 122 'Zine staffers 18 Demure 63 — Romeo universe
27 Composer 76 Pressinto 123 Ferret out 24 Composer (sporty auto) 96 Former NBA
Antonio folds 124 African Bartok 64 Those born in star Metta
featured in 78 Riddle, part 4 antelope 25 — bill of August, often Sandiford- —
“Amadeus” 84 Eritrean 125 Onetime goods (dupe) 65 Resort city 97 Male tennis
28 Severe capital JFK jets 30 Cause near Los players
29 Sap source 85 Spanish bear pain to Angeles 98 Was too
31 Actors Ken 86 Videotapes, DOWN 32 Pliesa 67 “— a Lady” syrupy
and Lena eg. 1 Plies needle broom (1971 hit) 99 “— 3 Lives”
33 Sparkly 88 Hi-fi setup and thread 34 Missionary 69 They oink 100 Auto-racing
decoration 90 King of Egypt 2 “Very funny” “Mother” 70 Lady friend, posts
37 “By the way” inthe 1950s 3 List-ending 35 Prefix with in Lyon 105 Tickled pink
comments 92 Trellis- abbr. dermis 73 Combat unit 107 Appraisal,
38 Riddle, part 2 climbing plant 4 Terraces 36 Be cyclical 75 Easy winner for short
43 Ending for 93 End of the 5 The ‘K of 38 Pas’ partners 76 Wearing, 109 “I” problems
pent- or prop- riddle K-Cup 39 Ample, to asclothes 110 Indecent stuff
44 City in central 101 Successor of 6 White weasel Li'l Abner 77 Stew holder 111 — serif font
Sicily Claudius | 7 Sharp bark 40 Utah’s lily 79 Hershiser of 114 Seville cheer
45 Brand of 102 Tijuana wives 8 Barely earns, 41 Law school baseball 115 Very big tub
cough drops 103 Poet Sachs with “out” newbie 80 “— hell’ 116 Chicago-to-
46 Like Diet 104 Throw 9 Tranquilizer 42 Rice-A- — (Sherman Toronto dir.
Coke forcefully shooter 47 Is, pluralized assertion) 117 Noted period
1 12 3 |4 5 (6 (7 [8 |9 10 |11 |12 |13 |14 17 |18
19 20 21

118

120

121

122

Puzzle answers page 11

124

125
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and Mulch.
Rodney Kendrick 276-629-
3913 or 276-340-7786.
Email at kendrickpaving@
gmail.com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and striping.
42 years experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-8786
(cell) Email: ckendrick@
embargmail.com or
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile,
closet & garage organizers,
repairs, etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell:
561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field reclamation,
ATV & walking trails,
hunting lanes, skid-steer,
tractor and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates. Call
276-229-9410 or Facebook
Thomas Land Solutions
LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling &
repairs, carpentry, roofing,
siding, painting, fencing,
tree work & more! Contact
Nick @ 276-224-4623 or

757-621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR Service and
repair for all makes of

lawn mowers. Pick up and
delivery for a reasonable
charge based on your
location. We offer disposal
of old mowers with free
pick up. Call 276-694-
3748. If no answer, leave
your name and number.
We'll call you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA& NC, 276-
694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,

repairs, decks, gutter

cleaning, trim work,
wooden bridge repair,

power washing, tree
cutting, demolition and
anything else you need
done. Call Joe at (276)

229-1029.

Call (276) 694-3101

‘ .3' S Virginia Press
Services

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

information.

Mobile home for rent
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
with fireplace and
dishwater on private
lot. No pets, inside
or outside. H.U.D.
approved. $800 a month
Call 276-251-1221 or
276-692-8715.

FOR SALE

For Sale 2006 Ford
Explorer. V8, auto, 4x4,
loaded. 124K miles.
$4000 obo. 1998 Chevy
Tracker. 4-cyl, 5-speed,
4x4, new parts. $1500
obo. 276-692-6680 for
information.

For Sale 8x12 utility
building, $1200. Dry
Walnut wood, $4 a
board-foot. Call 276-
692-8776.

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

For rent 1-bedroom and
2-bedroom apartments
available Located near
Walmart in Stuart.
Call 540-493-9835 for

Help wanted: Truck
Driver — Full time
Wilderness - Stuart,
VA Wilderness is
seeking a reliable and
experienced Truck
Driver to join our team.
The ideal candidate
will be responsible for
transporting goods
safely and efficiently
while adhering to all
safety regulations and
company policies. Valid
CDL and experience
references required, as
well as a clean driving
record with no major
violations. Please apply
in person at 14747 Jeb
Stuart Hwy or call to
inquire 276-694-4432.
We look forward to
hearing from you!

VP S Virginia Press
Services

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:

Advertise your upcoming

auctions statewide and
in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your
target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Prepare for power
outages today with a
GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Re-
quest a FREE Quote.
Call now before the next
power outage: 1-844-
947-1479

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and

multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a

lifetime! Limited Time

Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers &
1st responders.) Call

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. Plus
10% Senior &Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams for as little as
$149/month! BCI Bath

& Shower. Many options
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional
installation. Senior &

Military Discounts Avail-

able. Limited Time Offer
- FREE virtual in-home
consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!

Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-

9950

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!
Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins
[l Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Do you know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one
day. 15% off your entire
purchase. Plus 10% se-
nior & military discounts.
Restrictions apply.

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

Schedule your FREE
test today. Call 1-855-
401-2053

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

Switch and save up
to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No
contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer
service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-262-
5564.

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.

Easy three step
process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-844-
216-5028

| will clean out

basements, garages,
etc. and haul away
anything, brush
also,
Free Estimates!
Call Scott

647-5563 or
276-806-4433

Guaranteed Paying
the Most -
Buying CARS &
TRUCKS.

Running or
not, ATV’s, tractors,
stamps, old coins,
jewelry & fire arms.
647-5563 or 806-4433

with Print

&O0nline
ADVERTISING!

FISH DAY!

[T'S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

/. Delivery Will Be: \
Thurs., Oct. 24

Stuart 12:15 - 1:00
@ Wood'’s Cold Storage

Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45
@ Southern States

FARRISBURG, P%,

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

" JAMIE'S |
RECYCLING
CENTER

BUYING: Cans, #1 Copper,
#2 Copper, Brass, Metal,
Different types of Aluminum,
Vehicles, Stainless Steel, etc.

Call for prices.

5

Roll off container &
pick up service available.
Call for details.

(276) 694-5692
or 276-694-5697
Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm,
closed 12-1 pm for lunch

3609 South Mayo Dr., Stuart

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In

Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2625

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC

336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

 Buy Direct™\
\and Save! /

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

(WE FINANCE)
METAL

ROOFS ON

| YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber
Rough - Dressed - Treated

PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

K God Bless You Y,

LEGAL

BWW# VA-370681-1

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 60 YAHWEH LANE, PATRICK SPRINGS,
VA 24133. In execution of a certain Deed of Trust dated February 6,
2009, in the original principal amount of $78,876.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court for Patrick County, Virginia as Instrument
No. 090000364. The undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale
at public auction in the front of the Circuit Court building for Patrick

County, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia, or any such tem-
porary alternative Circuit Court location designated by the Judges of
the Circuit Court, on November 15, 2024, at 3:30 PM, the property
described in said Deed of Trust, located at the above address, and more
particularly described as follows: ALL THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF PATRICK, STATE OF VIRGIN-
IA, AND BEING DESCRIBED AS ALL THOSE TWO CERTAIN
LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND SITUATED ON THE SOUTH-
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104 EAST MARGIN OF ACCESS ROADWAY OFF STATE ROAD 721,
PATRICK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT MAYO RIVER DISTRICT, PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, BEING
101 WEST BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171 KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS PARCELS “B”, CONTAINING
The object of this suit is to: AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF SURVEY FOR PAUL J. DONLEY AND
UNKNOWN ADDRESS ARY 18, 1991, REVISED MAY 24, 1996, AND RECORDED IN THE
It is ORDERED that BRANDEN NEIL HUBBARD CIRCUIT COURT CLERK’S OFFICE FOR PATRICK COUNTY,
appear at the above-named court and protect her interests on or before VIRGINIA IN PLAT CABINET 1, SLIDE 117K. REFERENCE TO

OCTOBER 28, 2024 /@/ P E/ SAID PLAT IS MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIP-
L
/

LEGAL

Case No. CL24000303-00

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

TR CLERR

SEPTEMBER 25, 2024 2 TION OF THE LAND HEREBY CONVEYED.
F IAmGE TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit of ten percent
(10%) of the sale price or ten percent (10%) of the original principal
balance of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, in the form
of cash or certified funds payable to the Substitute Trustee must be
LE ‘ : AL present at the time of the sale. The balance of the purchase price will
be due within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Purchaser’s deposit
may be forfeited to Trustee. Time is of the essence. If the sale is set
Meeting Notice aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled to a
Patrick County Public Service Authorit return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser may, if provided by the terms
uarterly Business Meetin of the Trustee’s Memorandum of Foreclosure Sale, be entitled to a $50
The Patrick County Public Service Authority Board of Directors cancellation fee from the Substitute Trustee, but shall have no further
will hold a Quarterly Business Meeting on Tuesday, October 22, 2024 recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s at-
at 6:00 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Court Room of the Patrick County Veter- torney. A form copy of the Trustee’s memorandum of foreclosure sale
ans Memorial Building. and contract to purchase real property is available for viewing at www.
Petitions and requests from the public to address the Board shall be bwwsales.com. Additional terms, if any, to be announced at the sale
submitted in writing to the PSA located in the Patrick County Admin- and the Purchaser may be given the option to execute the contract of
istration Building at 106 Rucker Street, Suite 218, Stuart, VA. Peti- sale electronically. This is a communication from a debt collector and
tions and requests to address the Board shall be submitted no less than any information obtained will be used for that purpose. The sale is sub-
five (5) business days prior to the scheduled meeting and placed on the  ject to seller confirmation. Substitute Trustee: Equity Trustees, LLC,
official meeting agenda in order to be considered. Persons wanting to 8100 Three Chopt Road, Suite 240, Richmond, VA 23229. For more
address the Authority’s Board not having submitted a pre-request to do  information contact: BWW Law Group, LLC, attorneys for Equity
so may only be heard after a majority of Directors agree. The Directors Trustees, LLC, 6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852,
encourage public attendance at all meetings. 301-961-6555, website: www.bwwsales.com. VA-370681-1.
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Meetings

Wednesday, October 9
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Tuesday, Oct. 15

The Patrick County Planning Commission will
have a regular business meeting at 6 p.m., in the
Community Room, Patrick & Henry Community
College (Stuart site).

Wednesday, Oct. 16
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. in
the town office.

Monday, Oct. 21

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of the
Patrick County Administration Office.

Events

Sunday, Oct. 6 - Wednesday, Oct. 9

Sycamore Baptist Church will hold a fall reviv-
al at 7 p.m. Brother Wayne Poplin will be preach-
ing and there will be special music each night.

Through Oct. 14

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation De-
partment is conducting sign-ups for the grades 4
— 5 boys and girls basketball season. Games will
begin in November following the football season
and will conclude prior to Christmas break. The
deadline for sign-ups is Monday, October 21.
Forms are available at any elementary school or
at the recreation department. For questions, call
the recreation department at (276) 694-3917.

Wednesday, Oct. 16

The Patrick County Food Bank will hold distri-
bution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. and
from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30 a.m.,
and at Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 17

The Carroll County Genealogy Club will hold
its monthly business meeting at 5 p.m. in the
club’s library on the left side of the Historical
Courthouse in Hillsville. Following a brief busi-
ness meeting the club will host a special presen-
tation by Emily Bowman, branch manager of the
Carroll County Public Library, about the records
and books at their facility available for genealogy
research. Plenty of parking in the back or on Main
Street. Call (276) 266-8016 or email to carroll.va.
genealogy@gmail.com, or visit social media.

Friday, Oct. 18
The community food truck will be at Fairystone
VED from 3-4:30 p.m.

Tired of
driving
to the

—
EYi0o 11|} Al Ve'll pick it up at your curb!

Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

Saturday, Oct. 19

Fall Food Frolic Bingo, Francisco Community
Building, 7100 NC 89 West, Westfield, N.C. Doors
open at 6 p.m. Games begin at 7 p.m. A $20 dona-
tion includes 20 game tickets (3 per card) and four
door prize tickets. Prizes are food related items.
Coverall - $3 for one card or $5 for two cards. Door
prizes after each game. Hot dogs, drinks and des-
serts will be available for purchase. All proceeds
go toward the Francisco Ladies’ Auxiliary.

Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department Coun-
try Breakfast, 6:30-10 a.m. Dine-in prices are $10
for adults, $5 for children. All to go plates are $10.
Call (276) 930-2113 to place an order. Sponsored
by the Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department &
Ladies Auxiliary, 6687 Fairystone Park Highway
(Virginia 57 west), Stuart.

Saturday, Oct. 26

A Trunk or Treat event will be held at Wool-
wine [.C. DeHart Park from 5-7 p.m. The event is
sponsored by the Patrick County Patriots.

Saturday, Nov. 9

Veteran’s Parade - line up starts at 12 p.m.,
and the parade begins at 1 p.m. The grand mar-
shals are Leonard & Delano Wood. A ceremony
will follow the parade at Rotary Field. For parade
applications or details, contact the local Ruritan
organizations, email veteransdayparade2024@
gmail.com, or call (276) 694-6895.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument,
or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of every month
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista Ave
in Stuart. New members or volunteers are wel-
come. For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
Quilted Colors. For more information, call 276-
694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.
com.

The Stuart Elementary School Running Club
will hit the pavements along the sidewalks in
town on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-
4:30 p.m.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games ev-
ery Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interest-

Kelsey Fain
REALTOR

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednesday,
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 Ra-
ven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. Call
Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or email
pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The Willis Gap Community Center: Members
Meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every Fri-
day. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. The music and
dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam
is on the last Tuesday of the month. Doors open
at 6 p.m. for food, music and dancing from 6:30-9
p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confiden-
tial Medicaid/FAMIS application and renewal as-
sistance for Virginia residents from birth to 64.
No sign-up fees, no premiums, no deductibles.
Medicaid renewals have resumed. Medicaid
members need to keep their mailing address and
contact information up to date. Connect Health +
Wellness’ specially trained Medicaid/FAMIS Out-
reach Advocate can provide more information.
Call or text Ann Walker, (276) 732-0509, Monday
- Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff's Office reported the
following:

*Brenda Williams Floyd, 56, of Claudville, was
charged Sept. 27 with trespass. Sgt. L.K. Carroll Jr.
was the arresting officer.

*Jordan Anthony Capps, 23, of Patrick Springs,
was charged Sept. 27 with grand larceny of firearm.
Senior Deputy N.A. Wolfe was the arresting officer.

*Sheena Rene Nolen, 38, of Patrick Springs, was
charged Sept. 27 with fail to appear. Senior Deputy
N.A. Wolfe was the arresting officer.

*Chase Holland, 18, of Meadows of Dan, was
charged Sept. 28 with destroy/injuring vehicle/
aircraft/boat, etc. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arresting
officer.

*Jesse Strothers, 18, of Meadows of Dan, was
charged Sept. 28 with destroy/injuring vehicle/
aircraft/boat, etc. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arresting
officer.

*Ryan James Barnes, 35, of Stuart, was charged
Sept. 27 with fail to appear. Accomack County
made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Christopher Wayne Bowman, 36, of Stuart, was
charged Sept. 30 with grand larceny. Deputy L.
White was the arresting officer.

*Kerry Rene Powell, 43, of Stuart, was charged
Oct. 1 with revoked license. Senior Deputy A. Kin-
ney was the arresting officer.

*Christopher Thomas Morehead, 39, of Stuart,
was charged Oct. 2 with one count each assault and
violate a provision protective order. Senior Deputy
M.R. Hodges was the arresting officer.

*Kimberly Dawn Wood, 30, of Ararat, was
charged Oct. 3 with five counts obtain money by
false pretense. Sgt. L.K. Carroll Jr. was the arrest-
ing officer.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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RISE Summit 2024
set for October 19

Calling all entrepre-
neurs, Iinnovators, and
visionaries! Southern Vir-
ginia’s  entrepreneurial
community is set to con-
verge at the inaugural Re-
gional Innovation Summit
for Entrepreneurs (RISE
Summit) on Saturday,
October 19. This exciting
event promises a power-
house lineup of inspir-
ing speakers, hands-on
skill-building workshops,
and invaluable network-
ing opportunities—all de-
signed to connect existing
businesses and aspiring
entrepreneurs with re-
sources to start, grow, or
scale in Southern Virgin-
ia.

The summit will show-
case speakers who live
and work in Southern
Virginia and understand
the unique challenges and
opportunities impacting
the regional economy.
For RISE Collaborative,
the Southern Virginia re-
gion stretches along U.S.
58 to Patrick and Hen-
ry, Pittsylvania, Halifax,
Mecklenburg and Bruns-
wick counties, and the
cities of Martinsville and
Danville. The region also
extends north to Farm-
ville, Prince Edward,
Charlotte, Lunenburg,
Cumberland, Nottoway,
Amelia, and Buckingham
counties.

“The RISE Summit is
more than just another
event—it’s where real
connections are made
and where your ideas can
gain the momentum they
need,” said Natalie Hodge
Davis, CEO of Rudy’s Girl
Media and Entrepreneur
co-chairman of the sum-
mit. “What makes this
summit unique 1is the
intentional gathering of

growth-minded entre-
preneurs and potential
new founders from across
Southern Virginia. As an
entrepreneur, I know how
valuable it is to invest in
these in-person gather-
ings. The relationships
and insights you’ll gain
here are worth every min-
ute and dollar spent.”

Taking place in the re-
surgent city of Danville,
the summit will be held
at the Institute for Ad-
vanced Learning & Re-
search from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Doors open at 8 a.m.
for breakfast and net-
working, and the program
begins at 9 a.m.

The event is laser-fo-
cused on  equipping
Southern Virginia’s entre-
preneurs with the essen-
tial knowledge, skills, and
resources to supercharge
their business ventures.
Attendees will dive into
critical topics like un-
locking capital through
microloans, grants, and
contracts; mastering
business essentials in
marketing, finance, and
accounting; crucial steps
to bring your startup idea
to life; and exploring A.IL
and emerging technology.
The format will include
full group sessions and
breakout sessions, with
featured speakers, panels,
and workshops to support
entrepreneurs at each
stage of business, from
ideation to starting, grow-
ing, and scaling.

“In our rural region,
starting and growing a
business comes with dis-
tinct challenges and op-
portunities,” said Lauren
Mathena of the SOVA
Innovation Hub. “The
RISE Summit bridges
that gap, offering tailored

resources and insights for
new and existing business
owners, while highlight-
ing the economic growth
trends transforming our
region.”

The RISE Summit is
presented by RISE Col-
laborative, a regional ini-
tiative to enhance entre-
preneurial opportunities
for all people in Southern
Virginia, which is hosted
by the SOVA Innovation
Hub, a non-profit organi-
zation with a mission to
drive economic transfor-
mation through digital
skills and entrepreneur-
ship. The RISE Summit
event sponsors and part-
ners include SOVA Inno-
vation Hub, RetirePath-
VASM, Hitachi Energy
South Boston, Letterpress
Communications, Long-
wood SBDC, GO Virginia
Region 3, Crater APEX
Accelerator, Rudy’s Girl
Media, City of Danville
Office of Economic De-
velopment & Tourism,
Southside Tech Services,
Community Investment
Collaborative (CIC), Insti-
tute for Advanced Learn-
ing & Research (IALR),
Southern Virginia High-
er Education Center
(SVHEC), and the Virgin-
ia Department of Small
Business & Supplier Di-
versity (SBSD).

Tickets are on sale now
for $65 per person. A lim-
ited number of student
tickets are available. A
limited number of schol-
arships are available for
those needing financial
assistance. To learn more
and purchase a ticket,
visit https://sovarise.com/
summit-2024.

Wilams amily Renion Held

Fifty-four members of
the Dudley S. and Ber-
tha M. Williams family
met for their 25th annu-
al reunion on Saturday,
August 24 at the home
of Nancy W. Hubbard.
Included were the six
surviving first genera-
tion siblings: Opal, Sadie,

Nancy, Clyde, Barbara
and Nash.
After fellowship and

a delicious, covered dish
meal, Stanley Roberson
welcomed everyone. He
recognized many family
members who had re-
ceived different achieve-
ments, graduations, pro-
motions, new babies and
more.

There were many dis-
cussions among everyone,
just enjoying the interac-
tion and catching up with
all the changes in their
lives. Their ages ranged
from eight months to 94
years of age.

As always, especially
when the first generation
gets together, many good
memories and funny sto-
ries were shared. Nash
related the story of one of
the teenage sisters who
had a new potential boy-
friend to visit. The family
had just finished making
a big copper kettle of ap-
ple butter, emptied it, set
it at the bottom of a rock
wall, and filled it up with
water to soak. The new
boy walked over to the
edge of the wall, didn’t
see that it was actually

a wall, and just stepped
right over the edge and
down into the kettle of
water. No one could re-
member which sister it
was or who the boy was,
but they didn’t’ think he

(second generation! How
old is he anyway?) ride
his Segway, although he
didn’t show the tricks he
has learned to do with it.

Many thanks to Nancy
for hosting this special

ever came back.
The crowd enjoyed
watching Phillip Hubbard

event. Everyone is look-
ing forward to the “Cous-
ins’ reunion” next year.

ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS

Accepting sealed bids on 2013 Ford Focus, grey, 80,358
miles. May be viewed by appointment only - call
276-694-2239 for more information or to schedule
appointment. Sold as is/where s, and buyer must remove
within agreed upon time. Bid forms are available at STEP,
Inc. 4559 Wayside Rd, Stuart, VA 24171. Sealed bids due
by 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 9 at: STEP, Inc., Attn:
Sealed Bid, 4559 Wayside Rd, Stuart, VA 24171.

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK
* Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
* Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher
* Beef Grower Feeds ~ « Calf Feed
* Corn Gluten Pellets Soyhull Pellets

Whole Beef Hamburger ~ $5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Jason Pendleton

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company
3

Mark Pendleton

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville, VA
Reservations accepted
(276) 638-4462
Www.raniasrestaurant.com

Weekly Specials
12 pc. Escargot .....$9.99

with garlic butter sauce

12 pc. Stuff Mushrooms .....$12.99
with crabmeat
Grilled Salmon .....$14.99

with rice

Prime Rib 80z. ....$14.99

with potatoes & onions

Classic Lasagna(Lunch) .....$10.99

Chicken & Shrimp Alfredo .....$14.99

Hours: 11:30 AMTO 10 PM - MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
11:30AMTO 8 PM - SUNDAY

FRIDAY NI
PIANO MUSIC LIVE

Pets of the Week

Odie is an 8 month old Catahoula mix male. This
boy is sweet but shy and confused.

This female beagle was found on Pole Bridge
Road. She has a collar and tag that show her name
is Ruby and her last name is Shelton.

Call the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter
(PCPAS) at (276) 694-6259, visit the shelter in per-
son to meet available pets, or visit its Facebook
page. Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/neuter
and a rabies vaccination.

The Patrick Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) pro-
vides financial assistance for Patrick residents to
have their dogs spayed and neutered. Contact the
groups at paws@swva.net or (276) 694-2378 for
more information.

LAND MAINTENANCE

¢ Bushhog Service ¢ Total Property
e GCommercial Mowing Maintenance Service

Westfield, NC | (336) 415-1939 | Sean Snow

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
e appreciate yowe business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

d itewater

SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
« Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
« Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

On behalf of the Patrlck County AIzhelmer s Stuart and
Vesta Meadows of Dan Group and the Stuart Ruritans we

are thanking each of you that came Saturday October 5 to
our walk for Dementia and MentalHealth.

We had the groovy Color Walk, walks all afternoon. Music
performed all afternoon, a meal of Barbecue and hot dogs
prerpared by Tony Dixon. Baked beans prepared by Buddy Peyton,
(akes prepared by Brenda Hill, Peggy Thompson and Farmer's
Foods chips. Delicious meal good music by 3 Local groups, games,
just an afternoon of good times to celebrate and show what our
two groups Patrick County Alzheimer's and the Stuart Ruritan's
can accomplish when we all unite together for a good cause.
Jimmy Willard furnished a truck to help our neighbors with all
kinds of supplies! We had a beautiful day of fun, exercising for a
good cause, enjoyed good food, the games and music all
afternoon. Thank each of you that came out and helped make
this event our "20th Year Celebration" a success!

There is no way that we can Thank everyone in this area for all
that you do to make our groups successful in helping our
neighbors! Thank you for making this 20th year a success!

O Annua/
N
ﬂ;b

A8
Apple Dumpling
Festival

Downtown Stuart, VA

Saturday, October 19
10am - 4pm

Music ¢ Crafts ¢ Games
Music By:

11:00-11:45am .......... Marcie Horne and Mike Pendleton
12:00-12:45pm.......... Face 2 Face - Christian Rock Band
N2007= (2715 DM im e ivirme smmereissammi o mines o misrmavivs mseim Hutchens

Sound By: August Heat Audio

Apple Dumpling 5-K
Early registration through Oct 5 - $25.00
Oct 6 through Day of Festival - $30.00

Contact Patrick County Chamber of Commerce-
276-694-6012 + director@patrickchamber.com

Registration at 7:00 am Race at 8:00 am
Outdoor Entertainment

For additional info. contact: Billy Gammons or Susan Slate @ 276-694-3811 or susan.slate@stuartva.org
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Expo attracts students from multlple school districts

Students from schools in Patrick
and Henry counties, and Martins-
ville, participated in the 11th Ca-
reer CholCE Youth Expo West,
held on Sept. 25 at the Olde Do-
minion Agricultural Complex. The
event connected 3,600 middle and
high schoolers to employers and po-
tential occupations at 66 hands-on
activity stations.

As they moved from station to sta-
tion, students engaged directly with
employers and educational provid-
ers. They explored the backs of am-
bulances, tried out a fighter pilot
video game at the U.S. Army booth
and received 3D-printed giveaways
while learning about careers in ad-
ditive manufacturing. These hands-
on activities allowed students to see
career opportunities and imagine
themselves in future roles.

Other schools to participate in
the West event were Pittsylvania
and Halifax counties and the City
of Danville.

The East version of the event was
scheduled to be held on Oct. 9 at
Hampden-Sydney College.

The county’s bumble bees
need life support now; new
research points the way

By Judy Ferring

Bees that were buzzing around the
nation’s wildflowers more than a cen-
tury ago are now helping researchers
understand how deeply their ranks
have diminished over the years, how

it happened and — most importantly #

—what Patrick County gardeners and
farmers can do about it now.

The research is being conducted at
the E.S. George Reserve, a 1,300-acre
reserve, about 25 miles from the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s Ann Arbor cam-
pus. The Reserve is administered by
the University’s Department of Ecol-
ogy and Evolutionary Biology. The re-
searchers analyzed bee samples taken
as early as 1921.

Three things make this research

uniquely valuable. First, it proves the
value of advanced computer analysis
in the field of ecology.

Second, the long-term trends in bee
populations, placed parallel to trends
in their natural habitats, point to
enhanced conservation approaches.
That includes the current shifting of
planting zones southward into lower
numbers. Patrick County garden-

0% FOR
12 MONTHS

On Select John Deere Tractors

3025E Tractor

As Low As

*219/mo 25h 7 WD
* Lhp,

o 4dhp, 4WD

o Lift Capacity up to 25001bs

2

JOHN DEERE

As Low As
$269/mo

« 25hp, 4WD
o Lift Capacity up to 1356lhs

o Lift Capacity up to 754lbs

JAMES RIVER

EOUIPMENT

Offers end 10/25/2024. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Financial. Payments based on 10% down,
0% APR for 72 months. Attachments shown not included in monthly payment. Cash discounts available. Some
restrictions may apply. See James River for complete details.

ers and farmers aiming to maximize
long-term attraction of bumble bees
might consider pushing that enve-
lope, selecting perennials that are
recommended for zone 7b and lower.
That would tend to maximize the re-
turn-on-investment for new plants,
and stabilize the bumble bee environ-
ment over the long term.

Third, and perhaps most import-
ant, it spotlights the importance of
implementing conservation measures
as quickly as possible. Already, the
researchers have found, the popula-
tions of 64% of North America’s more
common bee species have declined by
nearly a third (30%).

The lost bees

Most of them are bumble bees, the
dawn-to-dusk, March-to-October pol-
linating workhorses in gardens and
fields.

The Xerces Society, an interna-
tional nonprofit focused on the con-
servation of invertebrates and their
habitats, estimates that more than a
quarter of North America’s 46 bumble
bee species — all ground nesters — face
some degree of extinction risk. More
than 90 percent of bumble bees lead
solitary — rather than social — lives,
in which each female constructs and
provisions her own nest, without the
assistance of others. Most are not ag-
gressive; in fact, many are stingless.

Rather than categorizing their sub-
jects by their social habits, the Uni-
versity of Michigan researchers use a
more critical factor — their pollen col-
lection strategies:

oligolectic bees (those that collect
pollen from a few types of plants and
nest in the ground —i.e., bumble bees)

kleptoparasitic bees (they steal food

Spanish per patient request.

Blake D. Brockbank, DDS, is now welcoming patients at Martinsville Smiles.
He enjoys treating children and adults.
Dr. Brockbank joins our Virginia trained dentists, Dr. Crabtree, Dr.

Jenkins, and Dr. Stafford, all graduates of the VCU School of Dentistry.
He is committed to the Martinsville Smiles philosophy of keeping your teeth
healthy through the personalized preventive program of regular exams,
cleanings and education. Fluent in Spanish, he is happy to conduct visits in

For an appointment with Dr. Brockbank, call 276-632-9266 or visit
www.martinsvillesmiles.com. You'll have a new reason to smile.

martinsville ¥
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from other bees)

polylectic bees (those that collect
pollen from various plants and nest in
cavities). Think honey bees, although
these highly valued pollinators aren’t
really native at all.

Now consider that 46 bumble bee
species means at 46 different sets
of adaptations for collecting pollen
and nectar. There are a lot of factors
in these adaptation sets but tongue
length has been considered especial-
ly significant. Most bumble bees are
long-tongued but some — Virginia’s
brown belted bumble bee for instance
—have shorter tongues than others. It
all relates to the depth of the flowers
the bees visit.

Subhead: Keep them at home

Lupines are especially popular with
some bumble bee species; lamb’s ear,
with another. The easiest solution:
incorporate a variety of flowers, pay-
ing special attention to cover that
March-to-October calendar.

For early- to mid-spring, look at
rattlesnake master, veronica, thyme,
Lewisia and fruit trees. Consider au-
brieta as well. Even though it (like the
honey bee) is not a true native, it has
proven useful and non-invasive.

For late summer and fall, look at
asters, goldenrod, Agastache and
echinacea.

For all those in-between months,
look at flowers with deep blossoms.
There’s a lot to choose from, includ-
ing honeysuckle, iris, roses, sage and
snapdragon.

That may be the most important
of the Michigan researchers’ conclu-
sions. Bumble bees are more likely to
remain in locations that meet their
needs.

iles

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112

(276) 632-9266 * www.martinsvillesmiles.com
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Southwest Virginia hosts 2024 Pesticide Collection Program sites

Farmers, pesticide dealers, pest con-
trol firms, certified applicators, home-
owners and golf course operators are
encouraged to participate in the 2024
Virginia Pesticide Collection Program.
The program collects unwanted, outdat-
ed or banned pesticides, at no cost to eli-
gible participants, and disposes of them
in a safe manner.

The Virginia Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services (VDACS)
Office of Pesticide Services, with par-
ticipation from Virginia Cooperative
Extension and the Division of Consoli-
dated Laboratory Services, oversees the
program, which has collected and de-
stroyed more than 1.8 million pounds of
outdated and unwanted pesticides since

its inception. The program is funded
through pesticide product registration
fees collected by VDACS.

The following is a list of the 2024 col-
lection sites and dates. All locations are
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Oct. 15 — Rockingham Coopera-
tive-Troutville Ag Supply, 79 Mountain
View Rd., Troutville, Va.

Oct. 17 - Southern States, 885 Roa-
noke St., Christiansburg, Va.

Oct. 22 — Duffield Fire Department,
1326 Industrial Park Rd., Duffield, Va.

Oct. 29 — Grover King VFW Post
1115, 701 W. Stuart Dr., Hillsville, Va.

Oct. 30 — Supergro of Virginia, 701
Lee Hwy., Marion, Va.

In administering the Pesticide Collec-

tion Program, VDACS divides Virginia
into five regions. Each year, the depart-
ment conducts a collection in a different
region. Once all five regions have been
served, the program starts another cy-
cle. Click here for the list of future col-
lection localities.

Participants must transport their un-
wanted pesticides to the collection sites.
If participants cannot safely container-
ize the unwanted pesticides for trans-
port, VDACS may arrange assistance
on a case-by-case basis. Only pesticides
will be accepted. Pesticide contaminat-
ed material (for example, pesticide con-
taminated fertilizer) will not be accept-
ed as part of the collection program. In
addition, the program does NOT accept

motor oil, paint, fuel, fertilizer, or other
chemicals.

Participants are encouraged to com-
plete a pesticide collection registration
form prior to the scheduled collection
date and return the completed form
to  marlene.larios@vdacs.virginia.gov
or mail to Office of Pesticide Services,
VDACS, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond,
Virginia 23218. The form is available
at  www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pdf/pesti-
cide-disposal-registration.pdf or by con-
tacting the program at (804) 371-6561.

Participants should direct questions
to their local Virginia Cooperative Ex-
tension agent or to the VDACS Office
of Pesticide Services at marlene.larios@
vdacs.virginia.gov.

Patrick County Community Health Fair Slated for Friday, October 11 at Rotary

The Patrick County Long Term Care
Committee announced that the annual
Community Health Fair will be held on
Friday, October 11 at Rotary in Stuart.
The fair, which has been held for over
35 years, features vendors, food and en-
tertainment, and is free to the public to
attend.

Beginning at 9:00 participants will
be able to enjoy a light breakfast of
muffins and coffee while browsing the
vendor tables. The fair will last until 2
p.m., with a free lunch served at noon
for the first 100 attendees. The Land-

mark Center will be providing chicken
and dumplings and Brunswick stew for
vendors and attendees.

In addition, a Lunch and Learn by
the Patrick County Sheriff's Depart-
ment will begin at 12:15, and this year
will address Current Scams and How to
Protect Yourself. Hackers and others
looking to cheat unsuspecting web users
are continually updating their methods
and means, and a sheriff’s office repre-
sentative will be there to discuss some
of these newest scams and what to do if
you suspect you have been a victim of a

EQUIPMENT AUCTION

LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS AND DESIGN, INC
ONLINE ONLY EQUIPMENT AUCTION

7610 Canoe Rd. Suite B, Greensboro, NC 27409
Bidding Ends Thursday, October 24 at 12pm
Preview: Tuesday, Oct. 22 & Wednesday, Oct. 23 - 9am-4pm

Liquidatio

:‘ :
n Auction

Approximately 11 Work Trucks - most 4x4 with P) Dump Beds, 6 Skid Steers,
3 Mini-Excavators, 20 Commercial Grade Mowers, Trailers, Forks, Buckets,
Pavers, Cultured Stone and Much More!

See Website for Terms and Details.

www.RogersAuctionGroup.com
Keith Gunter, Auctioneer/Sale Manager, VAAL#2

ROGERS

REALTY & AUCTION CO., INC.

276-952-5281

1310 EMS Dr, Mount Airy
336-789-2926 NCAL#685

scammer.

Each vendor attending will be giving
away a goody basket of great prizes,
and drawings will be held throughout

Yoga 1:15*

the event. Winners must be present to
claim their baskets.

No registration is necessary and ev-
eryone is welcome.

Sit & Stitch 11:00

Yoga 5:15*

Walking Club 9:00

Yoga 1:15*

Not Your Mother’s

Book Club 5:00 CLOSED FOR STAFF

TRAINING DAY
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Walking Club 9:00
Retired Teacher’s Book
Club 11:00

Yoga 1:15*

Yoga 10:00*

Chair Exercise 1:30

Books & Bakes 5:00

Sit & Stitch 11:00

Yoga 5:15*

Yoga 10:00*
Walking Club 9:00
Chair Exercise 1:30

Yoga 1:15%

Yoga 5:15*
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Yoga 10:00*
Walking Club 9:00
Chair Exercise 1:30

Yoga 1:15*

Interested or have questions about our
programs? Call us at 276-694-3352.
*Registration is required.
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oryris

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

Alforduble Puneratly And, Cremations With Updated Pacifitios

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

BREAST CANCER

AWARENESS MONTH

For cancer preve

ntion, early

diagnosis is important for a better

DANVILLE
109 Bridge Street « 4th Floor
434-793-4711

spectrummed.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

cure, always consult a doctor

SPECTRUM MEDICAL

MARTINSVILLE
1075 Spruce Street
276-790-3233



