
Former school board 
office sits vacant

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors is still deciding what to do 
with the old school board office after 
the school board transferred owner-
ship of the facility to the county in 
late 2023, according to Board of Su-
pervisors chairman Doug Perry.

Last month, Perry, of the Smith 
River District, said three court hear-
ings were being held at the same 
time, and one court was able to hold 
a hearing in the vacant school board 
office.

“They made a special court session, 
so they used the conference room to 
hold a court case in,” he said.

Now that the new Facilities Direc-
tor Michael McGuinness is on staff, 
there’s about four different ways 
the county could go in deciding on a 
tenant because it has a lot of agencies 
and departments that need to move 

and adjust, Perry said.
“We’re trying to figure out who the 

best person to get the best bang for 
our buck and the most usage for the 
building,” Perry said. “That’s what’s 
taking us so long to get somebody in 
there is doing something that will be 
the most beneficial over the next five 
to 10 years instead of putting some-
body in there now and like, ‘oh no, 
we should have made some other ar-
rangements,’” he said.

Perry said the initial plan was to 
relocate the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Office to the building. 

“With the upstairs and downstairs, 
it’s kind of maybe a little too big for 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Office. 
Then with security issues and stuff, 
it’s either (the) commonwealth and 
nothing else could go in that build-
ing,” he said.
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Construction on US 58 Advances
Construction is progressing on the U.S. 58 project, as is visible in this photo taken last week by Kevin Hubbard/Hubbard 
1 Productions. Approximately three-quarters of the project is visible as it extends into the distance. (Photo by Kevin 
Hubbard/Hubbard 1 Productions)

‘Private’ communications show cracks in county government
By Debbie Hall
Communication between the coun-

ty and the public has been dubious 
at best in the last several months, 
and apparently that extends to some 
members of the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors, as noted in texts and 
emails obtained by The Enterprise. 
Some members are being berated, 
chastised and even threatened in pri-
vate for their public stances, while 
others seek to ‘monitor’ public discus-
sions.

“Jane your little stunt has really 
hurt the county in so many ways. It 
blew the budget and at best our EMS 
(Emergency Medical Services) will go 
back to the way it was if not worse. 
Your going behind backs and con-
spiring against us and pulling these 
surprise stunts at meetings is not 
the way to fix things. A lot of fallout 
of EMS is happing (sic) and I’ll make 
sure you get the credit you deserve.” 

That text was sent on Wednes-
day, Oct. 23, from Doug Perry, board 
chairman, to Jane Fulk, who was 
appointed to the Dan River District 
seat. Fulk was among board mem-

bers to raise concerns publicly at an 
Oct. 21 meeting during discussions 
of a new county employee to fill a top 
EMS position, the distance from the 
county that person lived, if a county 
vehicle was assigned for the commute 
and decreased pay for EMS employ-
ees.

“Oh Doug,” Fulk responded. 

 

Name Date 11/6/2024
dhall@theenterprise.net

Address  
City ZIP  
Phone  

   

5.5 21.22$        116.71$            
6.2 190.00$       1,178.00$         

SubTotal  1,294.71$         
  

   
 
  TOTAL  1,294.71$         

FOIA Charges (request 10/25/2024)

5.5 hours @ $21.22/Hr (A Walker)
6.2 hours @ 190.00/Hr (J Fitzgerald)

Debbie Hall

County of Patrick
P. O. Box 466
Stuart, Virginia 24171

TO:     

Please make check payable to:  Treasurer, Patrick County
Thank You!

Doug Perry, chairman of the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors.

The Virginia Freedom of Information Act guarantees access to public records held by 
public bodies, public officials, and public employees.

Company with proven 
track record to transform, 
revitalize local hospital 

By Debbie Hall
Braden Health recently acquired the former 

Patrick County Community Hospital in Stuart, 
and officials said they are committed to “rebuild-
ing, restoring and reopening.” Perhaps most 
importantly, the company has built a national 
reputation for reopening and transforming rural 
hospitals, turning struggling facilities into sus-
tainable healthcare centers.

In recent years, the company acquired hospi-
tals across Tennessee, such as Henderson County 
Community Hospital, Haywood County Commu-
nity Hospital, and Houston County Community 
Hospital. These facilities were not only reopened 
but transformed into profitable thriving centers 
of care that have become vital lifelines for their 
communities. 

Henderson County Community Hospital is a 
prime example of the company’s intervention 
and expertise in turning a struggling facility into 
a profitable, fully operational hospital that now 
meets the needs of thousands in its community. 
Similarly, Haywood County Community Hospi-
tal was successfully reopened as the first per-
manently shuttered rural hospital in the United 

County administrator’s contract limits 
interactions with department heads
By Debbie Hall
Members of the Patrick County 

Board of Supervisors are barred from 
directly requesting additional informa-
tion or questioning department heads 
under the terms of the current county 
administrator’s contract, according to 
the agreement made with Administra-
tor Beth Simms.

The contract, executed on September 
11, 2023, between Simms and the Pat-
rick County Board of Supervisors, spec-
ifies that the board and its members 
must communicate solely through the 
administrator with county employees 
who are appointed or directly super-
vised by the administrator. 

Simms assumed her role in October 
2023. 

The contract outlines several terms 
regarding her compensation and bene-
fits, including an annual base salary of 
$120,000. Additionally, the board has 
committed to increasing her compensa-
tion each year by at least the average 
increase granted to other county em-
ployees. 

Simms received her first 3-percent 
raise on July 1, under the current bud-
get approved by the board.

The county agreed to pay for health, 
hospitalization, surgical, dental, vi-
sion, and comprehensive medical in-
surance to the same extent it does for 
other county employees, enrollment in 
the Virginia Retirement System (VRS), 
with the county making the appropriate 
contributions and withholdings on her 
behalf. The county also agreed to con-
tribute $2,400 annually—$200 per pay 
period—into a deferred compensation 
plan in addition to the base salary.

The contract includes provisions for 
sick and vacation time. Upon starting, 
Simms accrued time at the rate of an 
employee with four years of service, and 
she was immediately credited with five 
vacation days and 10 sick days. Simms 
was required to live in the county with-
in 12 months of her start date, and the 
county was to reimburse up to $3,000 
for her moving expenses, provided she 
obtained at least three quotes from rep-
utable companies.

The county provides Simms with $500 
per month for a vehicle, a business-use 
cell phone, a work station at the county 
offices, and both a tablet and a laptop 
for use outside the office. Simms will 
also be enrolled in the Certificate of Lo-
cal Government Management program 
at Virginia Tech, with the expectation 
that she completes the certification 
within 30 months of January 1, 2024.

The contract also covers profession-
al development, including payment for 
membership dues and participation in 
organizations such as the International 
City/County Management Association 
(ICMA), the Virginia Local Government 
Management Association (VLGMA), 
and the Virginia Association of Counties 
(VaCo). The county will also cover trav-
el and related expenses for approved 
courses, institutes, and seminars.

Terms of the agreement require the 
board to conduct annual performance 
evaluations with Simms, define goals 
and objectives, and assess her perfor-
mance in meeting those goals. 

Doug Perry, chairman of the board, 
said the evaluation would be done when 
Simms returns from maternity leave.  

Ownership of the building that formerly housed the school division’s administrative 
offices was transferred to the county in 2023, and the county began paying the electric 
bill in December 2023. The building has been vacant since then. 

� (See County Government p. 3)

� (See Local Hospital p.8)
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Pets of the Week

This handsome brindle fella is neutered and 
has beautiful blue eyes. This dog must belong 
to someone who is missing him. He was picked 
up on Fairy Road. If you recognize him, please 
call the Patrick County Public Animal Shelter 
(PCPAS).

This female heeler mix was turned in along 
with her puppies. They have since been adopted 
and she wants a home, too.  

Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and a rabies vaccination. To see all available 
pets, please visit the shelter, or its Facebook 
page. 

The Patrick Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) 
provides financial assistance for Patrick resi-
dents to have their dogs spayed and neutered. 
Contact the groups at paws@swva.net or (276) 
694-2378 for more information.

ONLINE AUCTION
Fixer Upper Cottage with Creek & Pond for Sale in Woolwine, VA!

Online Auction Ends Friday, November 22nd, at 3 PM
10327 Woolwine Hwy., Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid NOW at VAAuctionPro.com

This fixer-upper cottage offers the potential for a peaceful retreat or permanent residence in 
Woolwine, VA. The property features +/- 6.85 acres with a beautiful pond and bold frontage 
on Gills Creek. Tract has great road frontage on both Woolwine Hwy (Route 8) and Mill House 
Road. There are 2 driveways already in place, with one on each road. The 1.5 story was built in 
1985 and features 2 bedrooms and 1 bath. It has approximately 1,804 sq ft of living space with 
drywall walls, wood and carpet flooring inside. Home is finished with wood siding and a metal 
roof, and is heated by oil. It is served by a private spring and septic system.

Property is within sight of Woolwine Elementary School, Dollar General and Post Office. It is 
also within a short commute of the Blue Ridge Parkway and Fairy Stone State Park. With its 
prime location and potential for renovation, this property presents an excellent opportunity for 
those seeking a tranquil and customizable living space.

CONTACT: Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email 
Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor Booie 

DeHart at 276-952-5061 or email BooieD@yahoo.com

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24901
Lic#2907004059

(540) 745-2005
VAAuctionPro.com

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money 
Deposit of $5,000 is required on the day of sale. Close on or before January 6th, 2025. Subject to seller confirmation. Property 
sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence before placing a bid. Auction 
starts ending at 3 PM on November 22nd, 2024. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, 
the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you receive notifica-
tions regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder Information 
Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112
(276) 632-9266 • www.martinsvillesmiles.com

Dr. Brockbank is here to Help You Smile.
Blake D. Brockbank, DDS, is now welcoming patients at Martinsville Smiles. 
He enjoys treating children and adults.
Dr. Brockbank joins our Virginia trained dentists, Dr. Crabtree, Dr. 
Jenkins, aanndd Dr. Stafford, all graduates of the VCU School of Dentistry. He 
is committed to the Martinsville Smiles philosophy of keeping your teeth 
healthy for a lifetime. Fluent in Spanish, he is happy to conduct visits in 
Spanish per patient request.
For an appointment with Dr. Brockbank, call 276-632-9266 or visit
www.martinsvillesmiles.com. You’ll have a new reason to smile.

Chamber Chat, October 2024
By Rebecca Adcock
 “I’m so glad I live in a world 

where there are Octobers.” ~ Anne of 
Green Gables

I love October but it did seem to go 
by way too fast and was too warm. 
If there is one month where Patrick 
County really shines with opening 
the doors to our family, friends, 
neighbors, and tourists, it must be 
October. From all the great commu-
nity events, food offerings, and fall 
foliage, Patrick County shines this 
month. 

The beginning of the month saw 
the chamber advocating on behalf 
of county businesses to our region-
al, state, and federal officials on the 
economic impact of closing the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. We are thankful 
that the National Park Service was 
able to open the parkway as soon as 
possible to help minimize the neg-
ative economic impact the closure 
was having on communities in Vir-
ginia that rely on those busy Octo-
ber tourism visits.

The chamber hosted a success-
ful Apple Dumpling Festival 5K on 
October 19. We had over one hun-
dred walkers and runners finish 
the race. That was our largest par-
ticipant crowd ever. The majority 

of the participants stayed after the 
race to enjoy the festival and great 
festival food.

The chamber was notified that 
we were selected to participate in 
the Rural Investment Collaborative 
from the Federal Reserve of Rich-
mond. This five-month program will 
help us build more relationships 
and learn how to leverage local sup-
port and funding to prepare stron-
ger grant proposals. We will be fo-
cusing on enhancing and extending 
the Mayo River Rail Trail.

As we work to finish out the year, 
the chamber will be busy promot-
ing the plethora of holiday events, 
especially our popular Hometown 
Christmas in Stuart on December 
6th and 7th.

We cannot close out October with-
out talking about how fun the 9th 
Annual Stuart Spooktacular was. 
The turnout was unbelievable, due 
in part to such great weather. We 
are happy to assist One Family Pro-
ductions in helping to continue this 
event. Partnerships with other com-
munity organizations help bring 
this event to life. The chamber as-
sists with getting the word out and 
signing up vendors to hand out can-
dy, along with helping with the set-

up and tear down. The Town of Stu-
art has stepped up in assisting with 
getting the street ready, assisting 
with logistics of trash cans and bar-
ricades. Thank you to Branch Civil 
for donating the use of light towers 
to help keep participants safe, along 
with the Patrick County Sheriff’s 
Office. Adcock Veterinary Orthope-
dic Solutions assists with donating 
all the wonderful large-scale deco-
rations, and Patrick County Tour-
ism is a long-time supporter. 

The chamber of commerce events 
for November will consist of our 
popular “Lunch with Leaders.” This 
year, we are able to use the Star 
Theatre with the event happening 
on Wednesday, November 20 start-
ing at 11:30 a.m. A light lunch will 
be served before the program starts 
with tickets on sale now through 
our website for $15. We hope you 
can come and join us as we hear 
updates from Primland, STEP Inc., 
Patrick County Government, Town 
of Stuart, Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation, Patrick County Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism, 
and Branch Civil, along with a few 
others.

The chamber is also helping to 
sponsor Stuart Rotary’s “Newcomer 

Mixer” on November 21. This fun 
mix and mingle event at Pickle & 
Ash is open to newcomers and long-
time residents to come meet people 
and find out what is going on in Pat-
rick County. For tickets, check out 
Pickleandash.com. 

For more information about our 
upcoming events, visit www.pat-
rickchamber.com or call (276) 694-
6012.

The chamber welcomed new 
members: The Depot Station, Rich 
Creek Arts, A Little Bit of Every-
thing, U.S. Blower Door Testing.

(Adcock is director of the Patrick 
County Chamber of Commerce)

Rebecca Adcock and husband Jonathan 
Adcock at the 9th annual Stuart 
Spooktacular. (Contributed)

Annual Lunch with Leaders event set for next Wednesday
By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce is set 

to hold its third annual Lunch with Leaders event 
on Wednesday, November 20 at the Star Theatre. 
Doors open at 11:30 a.m. for a light lunch catered 
by Food Country USA, and speakers begin their pre-
sentations at 12 p.m.

The event is held in partnership with the Reynolds 
Homestead and sponsored by Food Country USA 
and Branch Civil.

Chamber Executive Director Rebecca Adcock 
said tickets for the event are $15, and are available 
through the Chamber website, Facebook page, news-
letters, or at its office.

“I set it (the limit of attendees) at 100, just because 
the way we will have to set it up. Usually, we have 
between 75 and 80 people attend in the past years, 
so we’re hoping for around the same number,” she 
said.

Less than a dozen speakers are expected to speak 
at the event.

“We’ve got some past speakers with new updates 
and then we’ve got new speakers pushing into some 
new subject areas I feel is relevant and important for 
Patrick County,” she said.

Adcock said some past speakers will be returning 
to this event like James Houchins, who is director 
of the county’s Economic Development and Tourism 
Department; Stuart Town Manager Bryce Simmons, 
a representative for STEP Inc., and a representative 
of Branch Civil.

“Tiffany Underwood with” Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&HCC) “will be there in a dual 
role. She will be discuss-
ing P&H community 
College and a lot of the 
programs that they do 
and directly do in Pat-
rick County. We have the 
heavy equipment oper-
ator training classes be-
ginning in 2025, so that’s 
an exciting new program 
that’s going to be offered,” 
she said.

Underwood’s discus-
sion will include the Pat-

rick County Education Foundation, Adcock said, and 
its initiative for Patrick Promise.

“Which is to raise funding to carry through cov-
ering tuition for Patrick County students to attend” 
P&HCC “for free,” she said.

Adcock said a representative from the Blue Ridge 
Parkway Foundation will also be speaking at the 
event because the parkway affects local residents 
and businesses. 

“The foundation is basically the fundraising arm 
for the park service, and they have been raising 
funds and are working to do some reroofing of the 
mill at Mabry Mill and other projects along the park-
way, so we wanted to give them space to talk about 
that, but then also talk about their very strong new 
thing called Blue Ridge Rising Initiative,” Adcock 
said.

Primland’s new general manager will give an 
update on the resort, and the county’s Grants and 
Communications Manager Beth Morris will speak. 
Morris “is newish with the county, but also being the 
grant writer there’s a lot of different subject matters 
that she can cover,” Adcock said.

After all speakers give their presentation, Adcock 
said a question-and-answer session will be held for 
all speakers to answer questions from the public.

While it depends on the speakers, she estimates 
the event will be finished by 1:30 p.m.

“From past participation of community members, 
people appreciate it and are interested and want to 
come out,” Adcock said.
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County Government
(cont. from page 1)

Fulk was not the only member to be 
rebuked by Perry.

“You and Jane really really hurt 
this County. There is a lot of real-
ly bad fall out from your actions. At 
best our EMS might go back to the 
way it was, if not worse. This con-
spiring behind our backs and pulling 
these stunts at meetings have really 
been harmful. Please talk to us,” Per-
ry wrote to Clayton Kendrick, of the 
Mayo River District. 

After checking with Jonathan 
Wood, of the Peters Creek District, 
Kendrick wrote to Fulk, “Jonathan 
said he didn’t get the text from Doug 
Perry that me and you got.”

Perry began detailing his concerns 
before the Oct. 21 meeting. At 1:48 
p.m. that day, he asked about a res-
olution that was on the agenda, and 
suggested a divide in texts with some 
board colleagues. 

“Good afternoon. Ref (reference) 
the agenda. In ref to The rights and 
disability proclamation. Are we all in 
agreement to proclaim the awareness 
day? Do we need to vote before the 
Resolved statement that is in the last 
paragraph,” Perry wrote.

Fulk responded: “We have to have a 
motion to adopt this resolution and a 
vote. Yes U (you) read it then we make 
a motion, vote and it will be signed.”

Wood replied in two texts, “I think 
we are all in agreement … I will have 
to look at it again in a few minutes.”

Perry then responded to Wood: 
“Thanks. It feels we have become di-
vided. I just want to be sure. Let me 
know if you have any concerns with 
anything so I can ensure it come (sic) 
out or resolved.”

“Only issue I have right now is over 
job postings. I think we need some in-
put on the director jobs, Such ad (as) I 
don’t know if the new ems (sic) person 
has to live in PC,” Wood wrote. “And I 
want a review of DSS (Department of 
Social Services). I’ve heard too many 
bad things in the past month to over-
look it now.”

Perry responded: “Lack of info had 
me out of sorts as well. I have made 
the request to have PR and Media 
part of our Board retreat in Jan. To 
help is better communicate with 
each other, the media and the public. 
Thanks!”

“And just in general, I want con-
tact information for all directors and 
such,” Wood replied. “If I want to call 
the facilities director directly, I want 
to be able to.” 

The county’s contract with the 
county administrator specifies that 
the board and its members must com-
municate solely through the adminis-
trator with county employees who are 
appointed or directly supervised by 
the administrator.  (See related story)

Wood: “And as far as the TOT 
(Transient Occupancy Tax), let’s table 
it till we see how the budget works out 
this spring.”

Perry: “I plan to suggest we reject 
it now so it isn’t lingering on old busi-
ness. Then in Feb, Mar Apr when we 
have those hard numbers in front of 
us we can put it back on the table. If 
needed.”

“I’ll agree to that,” Wood wrote. 
Steve Marshall, of the Blue Ridge 

District, also supported the resolu-
tion, according to a text. Then, after 
the meeting, at 9:25 p.m., Marshall 
sent a text to Perry, stating in part 
that there were discussions in the 
hallway during closed session “brain 
storming on how to fire” a county 
employee “and getting the rest of the 
public fired up.” 

Marshall named two county resi-
dents that he alleged were involved, 
and added, “I know you try to ignore 
this stuff but we need to monitor the 
situation.” 

Perry: “Yes, you are right. It does 
need to be headed off.”

It is unclear which, if any, message 
from Marshall that Perry replies to 
when he writes: “They don’t know any 
better, but they didn’t do any favors 
tonight.”

Marshall: “Nope, not constructive.”
Perry: “So now people can raise a 

fuss and we’ll change our mind.”
Tuesday, October 22
In a text to Perry, Wood wrote: “I 

don’t feel good about the new ems (sic) 
chief driving a county vehicle home. 
This sets the foundation to let more 
and more people do the same. When 
he took the job, he knew he was liv-
ing over an hour away. I’m not sure 
who gave the ok to do it, but I’m not 
ok with it.”

Perry: “Even worse, a lot of damage 
was done last time. I don’t know if 

there is a fix. We’ll just have to eat it.”
Wood: “What damage are you 

talking about? Changing the schedule 
and pay?”

“It’ll costs (sic) a second ambulance 
on the road and making adjustments 
will be expensive. And it will set the 
pay back in the long run. We’ll see 
what magic Lori (Jones, the county’s 
finance officer) and Beth (Simms, 
county administrator) can work out,” 
Perry replied.

Wood: “We had it in the budget for 
a second full-time crew before the 
changes were made that became ef-
fective Oct. 14. We will have to see 
what they come up with financially.”

Perry: “Yes, we’ll see what we can 
do. Admin will be working on it today. 
I have asked Beth if he (new EMS 
hire) will be moving to the County. 
Waiting on her response.”

Wood: “I don’t think what jane (sic) 
brought up was the right thing at the 
right time and place. That is some-
thing we should have decided behind 
closed doors.”

Perry: “Agreed. Jane has pulled sev-
eral bad and uncalled for stunts that 
has brought more issues and doesn’t 
solve things. Beth said if we want him 
to move. We need to have it put on 
Nov agenda, closed session. She said 
he was looking to rent here. She also 
said we didn’t have any applicants 
who were willing to move.”

A few other texts are exchanged 
and around 9:43 a.m., Wood replies 
in part, “I also think the admin needs 
to be more open to us about things. I 
should not hear from a firefighter who 
our new ems (sic) person is. We are 
all lacking communication, including 
myself. We all need to communicate 
better.

“I know we can’t meet as a group 
but we do need to talk about things 
before open meetings,” Wood wrote.

Perry: “Yes, I totally agree, I heard 
about the hire on the street too. I have 
asked about having PR and media 
training at our retreat. Say an hour 
block of instruction. Best practices 
and wording, We do need to come up 
with a way for us to talk.”

Wood: “Yes. The job isn’t bad. The 
PR is the harder part. I try my best to 
get along with everyone on the board 
so that we can accomplish what is 
best for the county.”

Perry: “I think highly if all of you. I 
know caring is passion and issues we 
have had come from that passion. Just 
differences on how to go about things, 
I’d love to have a BBQ with the Board 
and admin but that wouldn’t go o er 
(over) very well. Lol.”

Wood: “Lol. That would be good. 
That is the one thing I really hate 
about this job, We need time to talk 
before we have to do it in front (sic) of 
thr (sic) media and then public.”

Perry: “Same here.” Then it appears 
a good portion of that text is redacted. 
However, no redactions or reasons for 
redactions are cited, as is required by 
the Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA).

Regardless, Wood responded, “That 
is true.”

Perry then asks Wood to call him. 
“There is a lot of really bad fallout 
from Monday night. Beth should be 
sending an email later this afternoon, 
but I’ll be glad to give you the run-
down.”

In a later text, Perry wrote, “I ha-
ven’t received any more info in ref 
to the Budget. I’m wondering if they 
ment (sic) the rest of this year’s bud-
get?”

Wood replies, “Hopefully so.”
In a text to Marshall, Perry again 

references “a lot of nasty fallout from 
Mon. Give me a call and I’ll give you 
the run down. I am working today. 
Might could get by if you had rather 
talk.”

Marshall: “Yup, a few pats on the 
back are more attractive to some folks 
than the long range health of our 
county.”  

Perry: “They don’t want change, 
they don’t want better. Just the same 
stuff.”

Marshall: “Well there hope. Jon-
athan seems to be finding his stride 
and is at least civil in his disagree-
ment, We know if Steve Ferring wins 
he thinks a lot like we do and Andrew 
Overby may be ok I don’t know him 
well enough to say otherwise.”

The fallout referenced by Perry was 
detailed in a series of texts—the dates 
and times are unclear— from County 
Administrator Beth Simms: “Damage 
was done last night that honestly I’m 
not sure how to remedy.”

Perry: “just have to go with it, and 

place the blame where it needs to go 
… It was awful.”

Simms: “Our citizens will be the 
ones to suffer.”

Perry asks if the new EMS employ-
ee would be moving to the county, and 
then, “Is he driving a county car back 
and forth? This seems to be what peo-
ple are bent out of shape over.”

Simms: “I’m not sure he will con-
tinue working for us, will provide an 
update in a couple days … What they 
should be worried about is now we 
will have one ambulance running in-
stead of two.”

Perry: “And the price tag. $$”
Simms: “If the BOS (board) wants 

to create policies that address those 
items please put them on the agenda 
for next month. … I don’t feel comfort-
able implementing those items, espe-
cially considering conversation last 
night.”

Perry: His response appears to be 
redacted, again without a notation 
or citing the required FOIA statute. 
Then, “If he does stay, will he move or 
stay in FC?”

Simms: “If y’all want to make him 
move please add it to November agen-
da. … He had talked about renting a 
place here but I’m not sure what he’s 
decided.  … There were no applicants 
who could commit to fully move to 
PC.”

Perry: “Ok. Thank you.”
Simms: “My personal opinion, why 

should we expect any staff to invest 
here if they are going to be talked 
about/treated like this.”

Perry: “Especially before anything 
happens. Mike Hudson let me have it 
over not changing the name and the 
Fire Chief things. He should know 
better. … I’m sure Lori (Jones, fi-
nance officer) is working on the $ part 
and assume Scottie (Cassell) on a 
new schedule. Please keep me updat-
ed. Jon (Wood) has been texting me. 
Seems he is torn. He asked for me to 
keep him updated as well.”

Simms: “Lori is working on num-
bers to bring to y’all to appropriate 
next month. … There’s nothing to 
update, decision making was taken 
away from admin, Scottie is adjust-
ing schedule and the BOS will have to 
decide where to find the money next 
month. … We will send agenda item 
cover sheet as soon as possible.”

Perry: “If you can send an email out 
to us all with the update, dollar and 
schedule wise, and just lay the next 
move in our laps. We need to see how 
bad we messed up.”

Simms: “It will be in agenda item 
cover sheet. … The schedule is what 
was decided we can’t change what the 
board voted on, the only thing for us to 
do is crunch numbers.”

Simms: “All of my other employees 
would be better off to quit their jobs 
and apply to work in EMS dept … 
Compression, equity issues, etc have 
been created.”

Perry: “No they just need to raise a 
stink so we can cave in and cater to 
the loudest member. … Was the stunt 
a legal call? Can we call an emergency 
meeting to maybe reverse the foolery 
from Mon night.”

Simms: “That’s probably a ques-
tion for Jim Gwynn (sic/attorney), 
I have calls with two of my admin 
(next word not legible) monitors this 
week but honestly I have never wit-
nessed something like this before. … 
Donna (Shough, HR) is going to let 
BOS know” the new EMS employee 
resigned, “and then I’m going to send 
an email letting y’all know that we 
will revert to org structure that was 
in place when I was hired until vote/
action from the BOS.”

Perry: “I’m beside myself. Please 
send the emails and updates. Thank 
you!”

Simms: “Will do. …Apparently 
there are citizens talking to my dept 
heads about my contract... this is not 
fair to me or my family.”

Perry: “Hopefully, the dept heads 
aren’t talking to them. … I think I just 
screwed myself. Taylor Boyd (report-
er) called and was asking if we have 
had your evaluation? I said no and 
we couldn’t until you returned, She 
asked when you return and if Donna 
(Shough, Human Resources) was run-
ning things while you were out. I told 
her the real issue is Jane and Clay-
ton going behind our backs, plotting 
and conspiring against us and pulling 
these stunts blindsiding us.”

Boyd also asked about the resigna-
tion of the new EMS employee, Perry 
said. “I told her there is a group that 
felt they would (not legible) their au-
thority and started the rumor mill 

and he was set for failure before he 
even started. I told her I don’t know 
what we will do. Can’t trust Board 
members and the plotting and con-
spiring is why Boards of the past and 
we are in the shape we are in. Until 
we can work together as a team to 
create sustainable plans we will never 
get better.”

MISCELLANEOUS TEXTS
While the dates/times are not im-

mediately clear, Perry sent a flurry 
of texts to Kendrick, some as early as 
Oct. 14.

“Hey, hope you guys are enjoying 
this beautiful weekend! When you get 
a chance, please give me a call. I know 
you guys have something going on. 
Talk to me, please, please don’t blind 
side me again this month. I don’t 
know what hurt my feelings the most. 
You guy (sic) blindsiding me, or for 
whatever reason you felt you couldn’t 
talk to me. Or maybe I’m just reading 
too deep into it. Anyway, please and 
thanks,” Perry wrote to Kendrick. 

“Hey, what legal matters are you 
wanting to discuss in closed session. 
If we know before the meeting we can 
get the ball rolling instead of being 
blind sided (sic) and having to react. 
Feel free to give me a call when you 
have a chance.”

It does not appear that Kendrick re-
sponded to either text. 

EMAILS
On Oct. 18, Perry sent an email to 

the county administration, but that 
person is not identified:

“I know the County give (sic) the Vol 
Rescue for, lack of better terms, per-
mission to operate as a rescue squad. 
Does the County approve the Fire 
Stations as well? Also, I don’t know 
the protocol, but when mutual aid is 
requested especially from outside the 
County, that request comes from the 
County not the individual station, 
right? The County has MOU’s (Mem-
orandums of Understanding) with the 
surrounding counties, right?”

Assistant County Administrator 
and HR Director Donna Shough re-
sponded to Perry’s email on October 
21:

“I discussed your questions with 
Scottie (Cassell) this morning. It is re-
quired that the Board of Supervisors 
grant permission to rescue squads 
and fire departments to operate, par-
ticularly since it is expected that the 
county fund those operations. The 
Board designates which district the 
squad/department operates in. This is 
standard practice for all localities.

“Patrick County has an MOU with 
surrounding localities in the event 
of national emergencies. For mutu-
al aid, there is a ‘gentleman’s agree-
ment’ that surrounding localities will 
provide mutual aid within the adjoin-
ing county of no more than one mile. 
If mutual aid is required, the volun-
teer squad or Station 8 (usually Scot-
tie) will contact E-911 and ask them 
to call the appropriate locality. The 
squads do not contact the localities di-
rectly for mutual aid,” Shough wrote.

Perry responded: “Thank you! That 
is what I thought. Out of anticipation 
of ‘cry’s (sic) of outrage’ for tonight. 
Especially where I have had the Fire 
Chief thing come up. I wanted to be 
sure that when I said the County has 
to have a Fire Chief not to ‘take over 
the incident’ but to manage and set up 
operationally to ensure the Vols have 
what they need to be successful.

“Also, the model we are using al-
lows for assessment and evaluation 
so the Chief and Deputy can grow 
and evolve to make a better system. 
Where previously 1 person drank 
from 10 firehoses and that’s more 
than one person can successfully do. 
Thank you!” Perry added.

The email discussed in texts be-
tween Simms and Perry was sent by 
Simms at 1:48 p.m. on Oct. 23. It stat-
ed the new employee resigned, and 
noted that “the EMS department will 
continue to operate with 1 Director, 
Scottie Cassell, and staff to run calls, 
as it was before I was hired unless the 
BOS wants to take action on a differ-
ent structure at a future meeting,” 
Simms wrote. 

“I do ask in order to provide clear 
direction to County staff that if the 
board wants Patrick County to im-
plement certain items such as a res-
idency requirement, vehicle purchas-
es/usage, involvement with hiring of 
staff, etc. that a policy be voted on at a 
future BOS meeting,” Simms added.

A hard copy of the communications 
can be viewed at The Enterprise of-
fice.
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Veterans Day - PTSD and TBI
November 11, 2024, 

is when Americans will 
celebrate Armistice 
Day, more commonly 
known as Veterans Day.

The roots of this day 
date back to 1918, when 
the world was engulfed 
in a great war.

The Alliance of the 
United Kingdom, 
France and Russia was 
pitted against the Cen-
tral powers comprised 
mainly of Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and 
the Ottoman Empire. 
The United States exer-
cised relative neutrality 
at the beginning of the 
conflict.

However, in April of 
1917, President Wilson 
declared war on Ger-
many. American troops 
landed in Europe to join 
the ranks of the Allied 
powers.

By 1918, the war 
waged on, and U.S. sol-
diers faced a new threat 
to their lives. The Span-
ish Flu, first identified 
in U.S. military person-
nel in the spring of 1918, 
presented a challenge to 
the health and well-be-
ing of all the troops. At 
the time, there was no 
vaccine nor any kind of 
antibiotics to treat our 
American troops.

Unsanitary condi-
tions in the trenches 
did not help. Dysentery, 
cholera and typhoid fe-
ver also spread.

And yet, American 
soldiers fought through 
some of the worst con-
ditions imaginable to 
preserve peace and har-
mony on the planet.

At the 11th hour on 
the 11th day of the 11th 
month, an armistice 
agreement between the 
Allied powers and Ger-
many went into effect, 
putting an end to World 
War I.

The United States 
sustained more than 
320,000 casualties from 
the conflict, including 
over 53,000 Americans 
killed in combat. This 
number of American 
fatalities ranks as the 
third highest death to-
tal from a war in our 
country’s history, be-
hind the American Civil 
War and World War II.

Additionally, 43,000 
American soldiers died 
because of the Span-
ish Flu, which spread 
across battle lines af-

fecting both allied and 
enemy forces.

Moreover, the psy-
chological toll of the 
war caused great harm. 
Because the conflict 
forced troops to endure 
entrench warfare, many 
soldiers faced severe ar-
tillery bombardments. 
The intense shelling 
caused great emotional 
distress, and soldiers 
began to develop unusu-
al psychological disor-
ders that were labeled 
as “shell shock.” Those 
who suffered from “shell 
shock” could be admit-
ted into a hospital to 
receive treatment and 
recover.

Over time, these 
injuries, more com-
monly known today as 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) and 
traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), have continued to 
impact our servicemen 
and servicewomen.

One study from the 
Department of Veter-
ans Affairs finds this: 
in World War II, three 
veterans out of 100 who 
survived experienced 
PTSD at one point in 
their life. Of those who 
served in Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and En-
during Freedom (post-
9/11 era), 29 out of 100 
who survived expe-
rienced PTSD at one 
point in their life. My 
theory as to why we 
have more coming home 
with PTSD and TBI is 
because medicine has 
gotten better and more 
of our warfighters sur-
vive battlefield injuries 
to return home.

It is great that we are 
saving more soldiers, 
but we also need to rec-
ognize they need addi-
tional assistance when 
they come home.

According to the 
Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, between 
October 1, 2023, and 
September 30, 2024, 
almost 2,000 of veter-
ans housed returned to 

homelessness. The VA 
also engaged more than 
42,000 unsheltered vet-
erans.

The National Veter-
an Suicide Prevention 
Report finds a slight 
increase in veteran sui-
cide rates, particularly 
in veterans aged be-
tween 18 and 34 years 
old.

New treatments con-
tinue to be studied and 
developed. Just this 
year, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs an-
nounced that it was 
exploring the use of 
psychedelic compounds 
in treating PTSD and 
depression.

Ecstasy and molly are 
two drugs that are often 
used for illegal and il-
licit purposes. But both 
are amongst the poten-
tial drugs being tested 
in these psychedelic-as-
sisted therapies.

I am supportive of ex-
ploring new therapies 
and alternative medi-
cines to treat our veter-
ans and assist them in 
recovery and reintegra-
tion into civilian life.

Some veterans in Vir-
ginia’s Ninth District 
may struggle getting 
such treatments due 
to the distances they 
must travel to see an 
approved doctor. I will 
continue to advocate for 
reforms in telehealth to 
make treatments and 
mental health services 
more accessible to our 
veterans who live in ru-
ral areas.

As we come together 
on the 11th to honor our 
veterans, I will not only 
consider their service to 
the military, but also 
their roads to recovery 
and treatment.

Happy Veterans Day.
If you have questions, 

concerns, or comments, 
call my Abingdon office 
at (276) 525-1405, my 
Christiansburg office at 
(540) 381-5671, or via 
email at www.morgan-
griffith.house.gov. 

An Open Letter to the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors:
By DEBBIE HALL
If there has ever been a ‘this hurt me 

more than it hurt you’ moment, it was 
on Friday, Oct. 25 – the day I submit-
ted a request for your texts, etc., under 
the Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act. It was not an action taken lightly, 
nor one I ever wanted, because, in my 
opinion, it signaled an abject and total 
failure. 
As you know, our ability to per-

form our job has been severely ham-
pered. While the nearly $1,300 fee 
for the request may be permissible, it 
signals that inquiries are unwelcome, 
and that cooperation or transparency 
should not be expected, further creat-
ing an environment of opacity and con-
trol, rather than one of public service 
and transparency. You should rally 
against that, just as you should rail 
against the barriers to transparency 
with which we have had to contend. 
As you know, we have been ques-

tioned about the validity of certain 
stories, told a county employee’s de-
parture “was not a story” because the 
individual was not a long-term em-
ployee and only accepted the position 
to “pad” their resume. A reporter was 
directed to email questions because the 
subject did not like seeing their com-
ments in print. We have been quizzed 
on why we pay so much attention to 
county government and have learned 
that a long-standing board of directors 
was dissolved—reportedly without 
prior knowledge or formal notification 
of its members—and replaced with an 
Advisory Board. It remains unclear 
whether this was a directive from the 
full Board of Supervisors. Regardless, 
many affected individuals on that 
board—some who served the county 
for years—have shared details about 
their mistreatment.
As you know, we have pursued 

other routes to rectify the situation, 
both privately and publicly, convey-
ing many of our concerns to staff and 
individual board members in private 
conversations and highlighted some of 
these issues in a public forum. The ex-
ception to this is Peters Creek District 
representative Mr. Jonathan Wood, 
who did not return a recent request 
for a call. 
As you know, our best efforts seem 

to have created additional barriers, 
further restricting our access and the 
public’s right to know. Recently, we 
learned that board members were told 
not to talk to the media but wait for 
a press release. Morale is low among 
county employees and some report 
feeling as though they’re in jail.  Be-
cause they are in an untenable posi-
tion of doing their job and responding 
to requests from the board/public or 
potentially losing their job.
As you know, our access has be-

come more limited. We cannot pick 
up the phone and call for clarification 
or ask a question, as we do regularly 
in other localities. Taxpayer-funded 
employees are now accessible only 
through restricted email channels; key 

taxpayer-funded positions were filled, 
and benefits extended, without full 
transparency—and according to texts, 
without the knowledge of the board. 
As you know, relations among 

board members are strained, with 
those who publicly stand by their con-
victions chastised in private; behavior 
that raises concerns about the board’s 
commitment to transparency, respon-
siveness and the professional respect 
owed to their colleagues, districts, and 
the county as a whole. Such opacity 
fuels rumors and distrust, prompting 
questions of loyalty and fostering the 
perception of avoiding accountability. 
When trust erodes this way, it strains 
the board’s internal relations and 
weakens its connection to the commu-
nity it serves.
As you know, other public offi-

cials and local governing bodies up-
hold transparency and accountability 
principles. They recognize our role, 
work with us to inform the populace, 
and proactively address rumors and 
misinformation. They understand we 
are not the public relations arm of 
the government, and they do not ask 
or expect us to serve in that capacity. 
They are diligent to remove barriers, 
and connect us to key staff and other 
information avenues.

If public information had been dis-
seminated as it should have been, it 
would likely have negated the need 
for this FOIA request. But it was not. 
And a majority of you knew about our 
struggles. According to your texts, you 
also suffer from a lack of communica-
tion. 

Mr. Perry noted in a text, “just lay 
the next move in our laps. We need to 
see how bad we messed up.” We con-
cur. Government should not be con-
ducted in private meetings or via text/
phone calls but in the public square, in 
public view and readily available for 
public inspection.

Each of you sought and won the 
support of your constituents, after 
promising to represent their best in-
terests. Make good on your promises, 
remember your oath, and begin to act 
with integrity, honor, and transparen-
cy that is befitting of your post. Your 
allegiance is to your constituents. 
If you cannot keep the terms of the 
agreement you made with your con-
stituents, consider other ways to serve 
your community. The duties and re-
sponsibilities of your current position 
are too important to squander.
The Hospital
The bright spot of the week is whol-

ly due to Braden Health’s acquisition 
of and announced restoration and re-
opening of the hospital. Yes, it is true 
that we have been burned in the past, 
but we cannot allow that experience 
to cloud our opinion of Braden Health. 
By all accounts, this company seems 
legitimate. Mr. Kopec, I appreciate 
your call to touch base. We look for-
ward to working with you, and wel-
come the Braden Health team to Pat-
rick County. 

Enrollment for Health Plans open 
on Virginia’s Insurance Marketplace 

Open enrollment began November 1, on Virgin-
ia’s Insurance Marketplace, the Commonwealth’s 
official state-based exchange dedicated to provid-
ing affordable and high-quality health insurance to 
eligible consumers. This open enrollment season, 
running now through January 15, 2025, comes at 
an important time as nearly 500,000 Virginians 
have lost Medicaid coverage following the end of the 
COVID-19 public health emergency.

Launched in 2023, the Marketplace has helped 
more than 400,000 Virginia residents enroll in 
health plans, placing Virginia among the top 10 
states nationwide for first-year enrollment. The 
Marketplace is operated by the Virginia Health 
Benefit Exchange, a division of the State Corpora-
tion Commission.

“Virginia’s Insurance Marketplace was designed 
by Virginians, for Virginians, and we’re excited to 
help more residents find affordable health coverage,” 
said Keven Patchett, director of Virginia’s Insurance 
Marketplace. “With more than 3,000 certified local 
assisters and agents across the Commonwealth and 
translation services in more than 15 languages, our 
team of experts is here to guide Virginians through 
open enrollment and ensure they receive the best 
plan to fit their needs and budget.”

The Marketplace is the only place where Virgin-
ians can apply for financial assistance to help lower 
their monthly health insurance costs. Nine out of 10 
customers qualify for savings, and many Virginians 
can get coverage for as little as $10 a month. Indi-
vidual and family plans are available to eligible Vir-

ginians, including those who are unemployed, are 
self-employed, or have jobs that don’t provide afford-
able insurance options.

Every health plan offered on the Marketplace cov-
ers the 10 essential health benefits required by law, 
which include emergency services, pregnancy and 
childbirth services, and prescription drugs. 

“Navigating changes in your health care coverage 
can be daunting, especially for the many residents 
who have recently lost Medicaid coverage,” said 
Patchett. “Life happens in real time, and we are 
proud to be an accessible, easy-to-use resource for 
Virginians to find the plan that’s right for them.”

The plan year 2025 Open Enrollment Period will 
run from November 1, 2024, through January 15, 
2025. Anyone who enrolls by December 31, 2024, 
will have health insurance coverage effective on 
January 1, 2025. For those who enroll between Jan-
uary 1 and January 15, coverage will begin Febru-
ary 1, 2025. After January 15, Virginians experienc-
ing a Qualifying Life Event (such as having a baby 
or losing health insurance coverage) may be eligible 
to enroll during a Special Enrollment Period.

To get started, visit Marketplace.Virginia.gov to 
browse and compare health insurance plans. For 
additional help — either online or in person — Vir-
ginians can access the following resources:

The Marketplace Help Center can connect Virgin-
ians to someone either in person or on the phone. 
Free translation services are also available.

The FAQ page answers some of the most common 
questions about the Marketplace.
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Leonard Calvin Rorrer, Sr. 
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
In my classroom this week, I was explaining to 

my sixth graders how different our lives would 
be if we had been defeated in World War II. So, 
this week, even though it is not Memorial Day, 
but Veteran’s Day, it is appropriate to remem-
ber a young American hero who did not make it 
home, Leonard Calvin Rorrer, Sr.

Leonard Calvin Rorrer was born on the 5th of 
January 1922 to Wolford McKinley Rorrer and 
Cora Alberta Compton. Wolford’s parents were 
James Tyler Rorrer and Lucinda Ann Williams 
of the Green Hill area. Lucinda was the daugh-
ter of Marshall Green Williams and Amanda 
Penn Whalen who we discussed last week. Co-
ra’s parents were Henry Tazewell Compton and 
Eliza Dora DeHart of Floyd County, Virginia.

Leonard was the third of six children born 
to Wolford and Cora Rorrer; his siblings were 
Earvin; Dorothy; Recie; Sylvia; and Claude. 
Leonard married Miss Alice “Claudine” Wood 
on the 3rd of October 1942. Claudine was the 
daughter of Reverend William Rufus Wood and 
Stella Mae Underwood of Meadows of Dan, Vir-
ginia. 

Leonard enlisted in the United States Army on 
the 28th of December 1942 at Roanoke, Virgin-
ia. According to his enlistment records, he was 
5 foot 9 inches tall, weighed 145 pounds, and 
was twenty years old. Leonard was sent to Eu-
rope to serve with the ordinance department of 
the 3523rd Auto Maintenance Company. Eight 
short months later, Leonard Calvin Rorrer, Jr. 
was born to the couple and little Leonard Jr. was 
only 10 months old when his father was killed on 
the 2nd of July 1944.  

Claudine Wood Rorrer received a letter from 
a friend of Leonard who was stationed in En-

gland, and it was published in the Floyd Press 
in August 1944, “Dear Mrs. Rorrer, I received 
your letter on July 17th. I too was shocked and 
heartbroken over your husband’s death, as we 
were together our entire Army life up to the 
time of the unavoidable accident which caused 
his death. Leonard was of outstanding character 
and good conduct, as well as my personal friend. 
He was highly respected and well thought of by 
his entire company. His death, I am sure, was 
a shock and disappointment to each and every 
man who knew him as a friend as well as an ex-
cellent soldier. The men with whom he worked 
in the Armored Section were highly shocked at 
his death. The place and part he played In his 
section as well as his company cannot be filled 
by anyone as far as his ability and skill are con-
cerned. Due to military regulations, it is at this 
time impossible for me to give details of the acci-
dent which caused his death. Immediately after 
the accident, Leonard was rushed to one of the 
best hospitals in Southern England. I assure you 
everything possible was done to sustain his life. 
But to my greatest sorrow and sympathy of the 
deepest feeling, he died a short time afterwards. 
On July 4th, Leonard was laid to rest in a beau-
tiful cemetery in Southern England. I personally 
attended Leonard’s funeral accompanied by an-
other close friend of his, Charles Van Fassen, of 
Staunton, Virginia. We Virginia boys, especially 
those who have lived in the Shenandoah Valley, 
had much in common. Leonard’s funeral was a 
military funeral of the most sacred nature. The 
service was conducted by the American chap-
lain who read Bible passages, one of which was 
the 23rd Psalm. Two beautiful prayers were 
said and in closing, taps were sounded over his 
grave. In this letter, I hope you find comfort in 
the things I have said in the loss of your dear 

husband. If there is anything further I can tell 
you, don’t hesitate to write. Please accept this 
letter as a token of my friendship to you as it 
was to Leonard. Sincerely, Sgt. Ralph Gladwell.” 

In January 1949, T/5 Leonard Calvin Rorrer, 
Sr.’s body was brought home to the mountains 
of Virginia and reinterred at the Lee Cemetery 
behind Tuggle’s Gap Baptist Church.

 To all the veterans reading this, it is hard to 
express in words or actions how grateful I am 
for your service and sacrifices. Please be assured 
that I am teaching my students how invaluable 
each and every one of you are and that we would 
not enjoy all the freedoms we have without you. 
Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreek1@
gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

Leonard Calvin Rorrer Sr.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Cit-
izens
Ask Rusty – Working Septuagenarian 

Asks About Disability Benefits
Dear Rusty: I retired at my full retirement 

age, am now 79 and will be 80 in December.  I 
have been working consistently since.  I get a 
meager Social Security benefit, only about $800 
due to my federal retirement offset. Most jobs I 
have held since filing and collecting SS have in-
volved very labor-intensive work, to include my 
current position. This has taken a toll. 

My question: is there any provision in Social 
Security that permits re-evaluation of Social Se-
curity benefits for disability after one has collect-
ed and paid into the system for some 15 years? 
I suspect not but thought I would ask, since at 
my not so tender age, I am faced with having 
to cease employment that generates needed in-
come. Signed: Working Still at 79 
Dear Still Working: I’m afraid that Social 

Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits 
are no longer available once you reach your SS 
“full retirement age,” or “FRA,” which for you 
was age 66. Indeed, anyone collecting SSDI at 
full retirement age is automatically converted to 
their regular SS retirement benefits at the same 
amount they were previously receiving on SSDI. 
That’s because SSDI benefits are intended to 
sustain workers up to their SS full retirement 

age, but SSDI goes away once FRA is attained.  
Thus, the provision to apply for SS disability 

allows only those who have not yet reached their 
full retirement age to seek disability benefits. 
Once FRA is reached, SSDI benefits are no lon-
ger available. Simply for your awareness, there 
would be no financial advantage for you to re-
ceive SS disability benefits anyway, because the 
most you can get on SSDI is your full retirement 
age amount. Thus, since you retired and claimed 
SS at your full retirement age, no additional dis-
ability amount would be available anyway.  

FYI, I admire, at your “tender age,” that you 
are still actively working, but I’m afraid you can-
not claim more now on Social Security disability 
because you’ve already reached your FRA. How-
ever, from what you’ve written, your SS retire-
ment benefit has been affected by the so-called 
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) which af-
fects those with a separate pension earned with-
out contributing to Social Security.  

If you’ve been separately working (and con-
tributing to Social Security) since you left gov-
ernment service, and you now have more than 
20 years contributing to SS from other non-gov-
ernment “substantial earnings,” it’s possible 
that you can request a reevaluation of your WEP 
penalty. WEP provides relief for those who have 
more than 20 years contributing to Social Secu-
rity. So, if you have more than that over your 
lifetime, you could ask that your WEP reduction 
be reevaluated to consider your additional years 

contributing to Social Security. If that is the 
case, your monthly amount would be increased 
to consider those additional years contributing 
to SS since you first claimed.  

I suggest, if you now have more than 20 years 
of contributions to Social Security from your 
non-government work over your lifetime, that 
you call Social Security to request reevaluation 
of your WEP retirement amount. FYI, you can 
see exactly how many years of SS-covered work 
you have by requesting an “Earnings Statement” 
from Social Security. You can get this Statement 
by calling 1.800.772.1213, or you can also get it 
at your personal “my Social Security” online ac-
count at www.ssa.gov/myaccount (Social Securi-
ty will also be able to tell you this directly when 
you call). In any case, I wish you good fortune, 
and hope that reevaluating the WEP reduction 
to your SS benefit may offer some small finan-
cial relief as you go forward. 

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Stress Eating – Part 2
Physical hunger versus emotional 

hunger 
These two could easily be mistaken 

for the other. However, there are ways 
you can recognize the difference.
Emotional Hunger 
Sudden onset, feels urgent. 
Cravings focus on junk food and 

desserts and feeling like you “need” to 
have these.

Mindless eating.
No satiety, even when the stomach 

is clearly full.
Cravings are focused on tastes, 

smells, and textures.
Feelings of guilt for overeating or 

eating for the sake of eating.
Physical Hunger
Gradual sense of hunger; does not 

demand immediate attention, provid-
ed that you ate regularly.

Focused on getting the food needed.
Mindful eating.
Satiety reached once your stomach 

is full.
Hunger is clear from a growl or 

pang in the stomach.
Feeling of satisfaction from re-

sponding to the body’s needs.
Be intentional towards food
It’s important to be intentional with 

your goals in order to change your 
habits. Identify what triggers your de-
sire to seek out food.

Do you stuff yourself with food to 
stuff down your emotions?

Do you view food as something to oc-
cupy your time and distract you from 
feelings of dissatisfaction?

How about being rewarded with 
food as a child, or eating because of 
friends and family are overeating?

It’s important to manage stress. 
The likelihood of turning to food for 
comfort increases when situations in 
life are overbearingly stressful and 
not under control.

Personally, when I get hungry, I 

immediately ask myself when the 
last time I drank water was, and how 
much water I’ve had to drink that day. 
More often than not, my body’s signal 
of thirst is mistaken with snack crav-
ings so I reach for a glass of water in-
stead of a snack. Many times, I have 
found that the simple glass of water 
took away my snack craving. If I still 
felt hungry after the water, I know 
that I’m physically hungry so I can 
make a meal at that point.

Did you know that water can taste 
delicious? If you struggle with drink-

ing enough water, I’ve found that 
making fruit and herb infused water 
is a great way to start enjoying the act 
of drinking water. In fact, I now find 
myself reaching for water even when 
I’m not thirsty, simply because the 
water tastes so good! (Conclusion to 
follow)

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written 
by Grace Jauwena, Health Coach. 
Used by permission from www.life-
andhealth.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring 
– Resources for Hope and Healing 
Stuart, VA)

Marriage Licenses
The following marriage licenses 

were processed in October, accord-
ing to records in the Patrick County 
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office:

Bryan Tobey Sr. - Jenny Daniel
John Styles - Michele Brassell
Trevor Belcher - Kelli Rorrer
Kimberly Gaskins - Madison 

Dawson
Austin Carter - Shelby Bryant

Douglas Nester - Emily Handy
Cody Mitchell - Lorin Sizemore
Isaiah Clark - Amber Clark
Cameron Martin - Austin Antho-

ny
John Wingfield - Judy Pendleton
Billy Godwin III - Hailey Ma-

zuroski
David Clark - Isabella Brown

PCHS students 
honor veterans 

Before the Patrick County High Cougars’ football game against James River on November 
8, a giant American flag was brought onto the field by students, and unfurled for the playing 
of the National Anthem to honor American and its veterans. (Photo by Patrick Delaney)
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Cougars victorious in Homecoming Game
By Pat Delaney
Coming off a bye week, the Patrick County 

High Cougars were ready to go when they host-
ed the James River Knights for the Homecom-
ing Game and Senior Night on November 8. The 
Cougars started strong and never let up in their 
35-3 win.

“Coming off the bye week, we’ve been trying to 
get healthy and working hard to get our guys out 
there. The bye week can really rejuvenate you, 
and I feel like we were very rejuvenated,” said 
Cougar head coach David Morrison.

After receiving the opening kickoff, the Cou-
gars drove down the field with solid blocking and 
rushing, converting a 4th and 2, they capped off 
the drive with an Easton Harris touchdown run 
to take the early, 7-0 lead.

On their first drive, James River moved down 
the field, mostly aided by Cougar penalties, in-
cluding a pass interference call. The Cougar de-
fense held the Knights to a field goal.

The Cougars added to their lead with 7:49 to 
go in the first half on an Easton Harris 50-yard 
touchdown run. The offensive line played great 
all night, but on this play, a big gap opened 
for Harris to run though, and once in the sec-
ondary, he out sprinted the defense, giving the 
Cougars a 14-3 lead.

It was the defense that came up big, forc-
ing and recovering a James River fumble. The 
Cougars took advantage of the turnover when 
Avone Kidd scored on a short run up the middle 
for a 21-3 lead they would take into halftime.

In the second half, the Cougar defense came 
up huge with two goal line stands in a few min-
utes. Not only did they keep the Knights out of 
the end zone, but a nearly 100-yard Avone Kidd 
run followed the second goal line stand, setting 
up a goal-to-go for the Cougars. Kidd would score 
behind a tremendous push by the offensive line, 
increasing the Cougar’s lead to 28-3 with 8:17 to 
go in the game.

The Cougars would find the end zone one more 
time on an Antwain Mitchell touchdown run, set 
up by a Cameron Collins interception in Knights’ 
territory. The Cougar defense closed out the 
game with another interception, this time by 
Glenn Stovall, sealing the 35-3 win for Patrick 
County.

The Cougar seniors came up big on senior 
night for their final regular season game. “They 
just flat out played,” said Coach Morrison. “We 

challenged our underclassmen more than our 
seniors. You come into senior night and home-
coming, you know what you’re going to get out 
of your seniors. You’re going to get everything 
they’ve got. We wanted our underclassmen to 
understand that one of these days, it’s going to 
be your time, your senior night, your homecom-
ing, and you want the underclassmen to send 
you out the way you deserve. You’ve got to play 
your hearts out for these guys (seniors) because 
they’ve been playing their hearts out for you. I 
really think everyone stepped up tonight.”

Senior Easton Harris led the Cougars with 144 
yards on 21 carries, adding 6 yards receiving, 25 
kick return yards, and two touchdowns. Quarter-
back Avone Kidd had 123 yards on the ground 
and two touchdowns. Jayden Corns added 40 
yards rushing and Antwain Mitchell chipped in 
16 yards and a touchdown.

The Cougar defense was solid the entire game, 
led by Paul Pascale’s 8 tackles. Conner Goad and 
Jackson Callahan each had 6 tackles, and a bro-
ken up pass.

On special teams, Erick Martinez-Tejada was 
a perfect 5-for-5 on point after kicks, and punter 
Christian Hylton averaged 38 yards on his two 
punts.

Next up for the Cougars is a rematch at Rad-
ford in the first round of the Region 2C playoffs 
on Friday, November 15. The Cougars will look 
to avenge their October 18, 28-14 loss at Radford.

“We’re excited to be in the playoffs again, 
and we hope to make a run,” said Coach Mor-
rison. “You go in and everybody’s 0-0. It’s win 
or go home, and I like the direction our team is 
heading right now. I’m very proud of the effort 
these guys are putting in and the progress we’ve 
made.”

SPORTS

Senior Easton Harris rushed for 144 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Cougar seniors following the win. (from left) Josh Jimrusti, Cameron Collins, Noah Jessup, Paul Pascale, Josiah Spangler, 
Tyrese Penn, Easton Harris, Conner Goad, Seth Geiger.

The Cougar defense was tough all night, swarming the ball 
carriers.

Cross County Team 
Headed Back to State
By Ashlee Mullis
The Patrick County Cougars Varsi-

ty and Middle School Cross Country 
Teams competed in the Three Rivers 
District Championships on October 
29th, at the Smith River Sports Com-
plex in Martinsville, VA. Greely Terry 
led the Boys Varsity Team, finishing 
9th. Noah Hiatt finished 11th and Wil-
liam Overby finished 14th. 

In the girls’ race, Mackenzie Williams 
finished 13th followed by Ellianna 
Montgomery who finished 14th. In the 
middle school championship race, Bella 
Wright finished 3rd overall in the girls’ 

race and Levi Hankins was 3rd overall 
in the boys’ race. 

On Tuesday, November 5th, the Boys 
and Girls Teams competed in the 2C 
Regional Championship at Green Hill 
Park in Salem, VA. The boys finished 
3rd overall earning their way to their 
2nd consecutive state championship. 
The boys’ team was led by Noah Hiatt 
who finished 4th overall with a time of 
17:15. The 2A State Championship will 
be held on Saturday, November 16th, at 
the Virginia Tech Cross Country Course 
in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

Pictured left to right is William Overby, Greely Terry, Brett Foley, Ryder Richardson, Noah 
Hiatt, Fisher Martin, Xavier Torres.

Volleyball Season Comes to End
By Ashlee Mullis
The Patrick County Varsity Vol-

leyball Team ended their season, 
Monday, November 4, on the road 
in Radford in 4 sets. 

Scores were 14-25, 14-25, 25-15, 

and 21-25. Eliza Clifton had 11 
aces, 11 digs, and 3 kills. Lilly Ha-
zelwood had 7 kills and 9 digs. Ca-
mille Gonzalez had 18 assists and 
8 digs. Journey Moore had 14 digs 
and 4 kills.

Love Lights Registration Form

1) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

2) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

3) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: __________________________________________

Love Lights $5 Per Light
Checks payable and mail to:

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
PO Box 1301

Stuart, VA 24171

Love Lights Registration Form

1) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

2) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

3) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: __________________________________________

Love Lights $5 Per Light
Checks payable and mail to:

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
PO Box 1301

Stuart, VA 24171

December 20, 2024

Tax deadline looms
Payment of all 2nd half of 2024 Real 

Estate Taxes and 2024 Personal Prop-
erty Taxes is due on December 5.

If you have not received your state-
ments, please contact the Treasurer’s 
Office immediately.

A 10% penalty is added to the unpaid 
taxes on Friday, December 6. 

A 10% per annum interest begins to 
accrue on the unpaid tax plus penalty 
26 days after the due date. Payments 
are honored if postmarked by the post 
office on December 5, 2024. 

Pay in person at the Treasurer’s Of-
fice located in the Veterans Memorial 
Building, Room 221 or mail to  Sandra 
K. Stone, Treasurer, P.O. Box 668 Stu-
art, VA 24171. Make a check or money 
order payable to the Treasurer, Patrick 
County. Office hours are Monday-Fri-

day 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (open through 
lunch).  Call (276) 694-7257. 

To pay by phone, call 1-833-398-6729; 
or to pay online, visit www.acipayonline.
com (use jurisdiction code 6215) There 
is a nominal fee for these services. Pay-
ments also can be dropped in a drop box 
located outside the door to the office. Do 
not put cash in the drop box. 

If mailing, using the drop box or 
coming into the office, please include 
or bring your tax statements with you. 
If you do not bring in or include your 
statements, it will be up to you to make 
sure that all bills you intend to pay are 
paid.

The office will close at noon on 
Wednesday Nov. 27, and remain closed 
through Friday November 29 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

FOR MORE, VISIT THE HENRY 
COUNTY ENTERPRISE AT WWW.

HENRYCOUNTYENTERPRISE.COM.

Apartment complex changes hands; 
neighbors excited to see changes

The former Crestview Apart-
ments on Halifax Drive in Collins-
ville have a new owner, and neigh-
bors are hoping it will help improve 
the neighborhood.

Michael Lindow said he pur-
chased the 20-unit apartments 
in October from Ken Lazaro, who 
owned the complex for about 30 
years. Lindow said he and his com-
pany, Ridgeway Halifax LLC, de-
cided to purchase the apartments 
because it seemed like a good proj-
ect. 

“It’s hopefully going to help clean 
up that neighborhood a little bit,” 
he said.

Within days of the purchase, 
large dumpsters were onsite, and 
trash and debris were being thrown 
away and removed.

“It’s a lot of work every day. For 
us, it’s kind of like an onion, and 
we’re peeling back one layer at a 
time. I don’t really see any big chal-
lenges, it’s just going to be a mat-
ter of time is all,” Lindow said, and 
estimates work on the apartments 
will be completed within four to six 
months.

“We’re looking forward to getting 
this project done, getting it back on 
the market at market-rate rents,” 
he said.

Currently, work is focused on the 
leftmost apartment building, with 
walls being replaced, and ceilings 
being repaired. Some units are be-
ing gutted to make reoutfitting eas-
ier. As a result, most of the apart-
ments on that side of the complex 
are also vacant.

The former Crestview Apartments on Halifax Drive in Collinsville are under new ownership. 
Repairs to and remodeling of the 20-unit apartment complex is underway.

Lawson, Mei, Gravely win election bids

By Taylor Boyd
Kathy Lawson, Julian Mei, and 

Rayshaun Gravely won the three 
open slots on the City of Martins-
ville Council, surpassing fellow 
candidates John Wilson III and 
LaNita Herlem in the five-way 
race, according to unofficial elec-
tion results.

Lawson, an incumbent who won 
her fourth term on the council, re-
ceived the most votes in the elec-
tion with 2,887 votes, or 24.80 
percent of all votes cast in her 
favor. “The citizens, the voters, 
of Martinsville have shown their 
faith in me and the job that I have 
done,” Lawson said. “We’re just 
going to move forward to further 
advance our city and our citizen-
ry.”

Mei received 21,38 percent of 
all votes, or 2,488 votes. In a com-
ment on social media, Mei said he 
appreciated the congratulations, 
and noted that Martinsville’s in 
trouble. “I’ll do my best to effect 
some change, but it’s going to be 
difficult with some of the choices 
Martinsville’s made,” he said.

Gravely received 2,480 votes, 
or 21.31 percent of the votes. 
Throughout the entire election, 
Gravely said he didn’t know what 
the results would be. “I didn’t feel 
like I was going to lose, I didn’t 
feel like I was winning, I was in 
the middle, and that showed to-
night – I was in the middle. You 
know, second place. But it’s been 
great. The community showed 
out, came up, and did what they 
thought was best for us,” he said.

Kathy Lawson Julian Mei

Rayshaun Gravely

Operation Christmas Child Seeks Local 
Support for Annual Shoe Box Drive  

Operation Christmas Child, an 
annual project led by Samaritan’s 
Purse, is underway, inviting local 
communities to help pack shoe 
boxes filled with essential items 
and gifts for children around the 
world. Each box contains supplies 
and a message of hope, as well as 
a personal letter from the donor, 
making it a unique, impactful gift 
for many children in need. For 
some, it’s the only gift they’ll ever 

receive, says local area coordinator 
Mark Hubbard. “For many of these 
children, these shoe boxes are the 
first and only gift they ever get,” 
he said.

For recipients, these boxes pro-
vide tools that improve their daily 
lives and even help them access 
education. For details on packing 
tips, drop-off locations, and times, 
visit http://www.samaritanspurse.
org. 

Program Aims to Equip Inmates with 
Job Skills for Life After Release

A groundbreaking 
partnership between 
Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&H-
CC) and the Henry 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice aims to change 
the future for local 
inmates by equipping 
them with trade skills 
for employment after 
release. The historic 
agreement, signed on 
Nov. 4, will bring P&H-
CC instructors into the 
Henry County Adult 
Detention Center to 
teach inmates trades, 
starting with industri-
al electrical training.

The initial 15-week 
industrial electrical 
course is scheduled 
to begin in 2025, with 
classes taking place 
on Saturdays. P&H-
CC President Dr. Greg 
Hodges expressed ex-
citement about the ini-
tiative, emphasizing 
its potential to reshape 
lives and strengthen 
the community’s work-
force. 

“The economic re-
naissance of this com-
munity is very, very 

real,” Hodges said. He 
pointed out the abun-
dance of “good-paying 
jobs” in the area and a 
need for more skilled 
workers. “They get a 
skill, they get a creden-
tial, they become em-
ployable, and get what 
we call the ‘J-O-B de-
gree,’” he said, stress-
ing the transformative 
impact of job training 
on formerly incarcerat-
ed individuals.

Henry County Sher-

iff Wayne Davis echoed 
this optimism. “We’re 
thankful for this op-
portunity,” he said. 
Both Davis and Hodg-
es hope the program 
will reduce recidivism 
by giving inmates a 
chance at stable em-
ployment, which can 
provide a meaningful 
path forward. “This is 
a new frontier in try-
ing to reduce repeat 
offenses,” Davis added.

P&HCC President Greg Hodges and Henry County Sheriff 
Wayne Davis inked an agreement last week to provide 
trade education to inmates housed in the Henry County 
Adult Detention Center.

Holiday Havoc 2 to benefit P&HCC’s wrestling team
National Independent Champi-

onship Wrestling (NICW) will hold 
Holiday Havoc 2 at Patrick & Hen-
ry Community College’s (P&HCC) 
Stone Hall Gym on Saturday, No-
vember 23. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
and the bell for the first match will 
start at 7 p.m.

NICW owner Scott Rutter, of 
Rutter’s Martial Arts, said proceeds 
from the event will go towards the 
P&HCC Wrestling Team.

“When I host wrestling events, 
this is probably two years we’ve 
been doing events in” Patrick and 
Henry counties, “we’ve always look-
ing for causes and things to give 
back to,” he said.

When NICW held its first Holiday 
Havoc last year, Rutter said it coin-
cided with the P&HCC’s wrestling 
team’s first year.

The team was “in need of some 
funds and different things to help 
them out. We did a show last year, 
helped them raise some money, 
and we’re doing it again this year 

hoping we can make it an annual 
thing,” he said.

Rutter said six matches are on 
the card including a NICW World 
Heavyweight Championship match 
with “Bam Bam” Lance Erikson 
vs. Mike Mars. A flag match also is 
scheduled between Team USA as 
Scott Lee, Tony Ray, and Ace En-
glund face Viktor Kraus & The In-
vaders of Team Germany.

Rutter said Ray is a P&HCC stu-
dent and wrestling team member.

“He’s known as ‘USA Tony Ray,’” 
he said. “Right now, it’s a big bat-
tle between which country is better, 
you know, Germany or America. 
They’re building that up really well, 
so that’s a good match on the card.”

A NICW Mid-Atlantic Heritage 
Championship match will also 
take place between Bobby Yela and 
Chase Bennett.

For more information, visit Face-
book.com/NationalIndependent-
ChampionshipWrestling.
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John Gilbert Mitchell
Mr. John Gilbert 

Mitchell, age 86, of 
Martinsville, VA 
passed away peace-
fully on November 5, 
2024. He was born on 
June 25, 1938, to the 
late Berkley Sanders 
Mitchell and Pearl 
Gilbert Mitchell. 
John was a very suc-
cessful businessman 
for many years as a 
Vice President of J.P. 
Stevens. After his re-
tirement he ran his 
own business, Global 
Training of Martins-
ville, for many years. 
He was also a loving 
husband, father, and 
grandfather.

John is survived by 
his loving wife of 63 
years, Phyllis Hylton 
Mitchell; two daugh-
ters, Michelle Mitch-
ell Johnson (Todd) 
of Raleigh, NC and 
Margaret Mitchell 
Burkhart; two grand-
sons, Ian Mitchell 
Johnson and Jon An-
thony Burkhart; a 
sister, Pauleen Wil-
liams; a brother, Rob-
ert “Butch” Mitchell; 
and several nieces 
and nephews.

All services for Mr. 
Mitchell will be pri-

vate. In lieu of flow-

ers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to 
Mountain Valley Hos-
pice, 240 Common-
wealth Blvd. West, 
Unit 602B, Martins-
ville, VA 24112, or 
Sunnyside Retire-
ment Communities, 
600 University Blvd., 
Suite L, Harrison-
burg, VA  22801. On-
line condolences may 
be made by visiting 
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

OBITUARIES 

Terri S. Wood, Manager

Burnie Carl Epperson
Mr. Burnie Carl 

Epperson, 92, of Ara-
rat, VA, passed away 
Wednesday night, 
October 30, 2024, at 
Blue Ridge Therapy 
Connection in Stu-
art, VA. Mr. Epperson 
was born February 14, 
1932, in Patrick Coun-
ty, VA, the youngest 
of nine children born 
to the late William 
Moses and Elizabeth 
“Lizzie” Collins Epper-
son. Burnie served our 
country in the Unit-
ed States Army with 
honor during the early 
50s. He was a member 
and past commander 
of the local Disabled 
American Veterans 
organization, where 
he advocated for fel-
low veterans and their 
families. He retired as 
a welder from Siemens 
Westinghouse after 
many years of service 
and was a member 
of Grace Moravian 
Church. He is survived 
by his wife of 32 years, 
Bettie Smith Chilton 
Epperson; three sons 
and two daughters-in-
law, Gene and Janice 
Epperson, Steven Ep-

person, and Dan and 
Becky Epperson; a 
stepson and his wife, 
Michael and Lora 
Chilton; his grandchil-
dren, Kelly and John 
Lang, Ashley and Scott 
Creel, Lauren Epper-
son, and Lynette and 
Herb Goins; his step 
grandchildren, Mi-
chael Landon and Ivey 
Chilton and Elizabeth 
Marin and James; two 
great-grandchildren, 
Millie Lang and Dan-
iel Creel; a sister-in-
law, Judy Jackson; a 
brother-in-law, Wil-
liam “Crab” Smith; 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews. In addi-
tion to his parents, Mr. 
Epperson was preced-
ed in death by his first 

wife, Glenna Smith 
Epperson; and eight 
siblings, Goston Ep-
person, Carlene Hill, 
Tom Epperson, George 
Epperson, Arthur Ep-
person, Catherine Dal-
ton, Cabel Epperson, 
and Roscoe Epperson. 
The funeral service 
will be held Monday, 
November 4, 2024, at 
2:00 PM at Moody Fu-
neral Home Chapel in 
Mount Airy, with the 
Rev. Arlis Thomas of-
ficiating. At the con-
clusion of the service, 
military honors will 
be conducted by the 
VFW Memorial Hon-
or Guard. The family 
will receive friends 
Sunday from 6:00 until 
8:00 PM at the funeral 
home. In lieu of food 
and flowers, memorial 
contributions may be 
made to Grace Moravi-
an Church, 1401 North 
Main Street, Mount 
Airy, NC  27030; or 
Hatchers Chapel 
Church, 268 Hatchers 
Chapel Road, Claud-
ville, VA  24076. On-
line condolences may 
be made at www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

Theresa Gail Kiser O’Leary Hylton
Ms. Theresa Gail 

Kiser O’Leary Hylton 
“Mama T.” age 60 of 
Stuart, Virginia passed 
away on Tuesday, No-
vember 5, 2024, at her 
home. She was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland 
to the late Leon Abbott 
Kiser and Elizabeth 
Alphajean Smythers 
Kiser. In addition to 
her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
one brother-in-law, Ar-
thur Junior Gibbons, 
II. Theresa will be re-
membered for her love 
of all animals and her 
dedication to her fami-
ly, she adored her chil-
dren and grandchil-
dren.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Theresa 

are her son, Timothy 
Sean O’Leary (Adri-
enne); special caregiv-
er and adopted child, 
Shannon Huffman; five 
grandchildren, Ryliegh 
Huffman, Amelia Huff-
man, Ashlyn Huffman, 
Garrett O’Leary, and 
Grayson O’Leary; one 
sister, Dreama Gib-
bons; one niece, Kris-

ten Gibbons Young 
(Matt); one nephew, 
Arthur J. Gibbons, III 
“Sparky” (Amanda), 
several great-nieces/
nephews, and great-
great nephews; and 
her beloved cats Simba 
and Pheobe.

A graveside service 
will be held on Tues-
day, November 12, 
2024, at 1:00 p.m. in 
Fair Haven Memorial 
Park with Pastor Bud 
Sedwick officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends at Moody Fu-
neral Home in Stuart 
from 11:00 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m. Online con-
dolences may be sent 
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

Danny Lee Sidden
Mr. Danny Lee Sid-

den, age 77 of Mount 
Airy, passed away on 
Saturday November 
9, 2024, at Atrium 
Health Wake Forest 
Baptist Medical Cen-
ter in Winston-Salem, 
NC. He was born July 
21, 1947, in Allegha-
ny County to the late 
Dillon Conrad Sidden 
and Helen Maxine An-
drews White. Mr. Sid-
den proudly served our 
country in the United 
States Marine Corps 
and retired from Cooke 
Trucking Company 
as the Safety Director 
after many years of 
dedicated service. Mr. 
Sidden is survived by 
his wife, Sharon Lor-
raine Bowman Sidden; 
stepchildren, Gina and 

Tony Barnes, Chris 
and Lee Anne Eades, 
Kristy East, Stacey 
Hubbard, Jacob Hub-
bard, and Cortney 
Bowman; step grand-
son, Tryston and Ash-
lyn Strickland; several 
other step grandchil-
dren; several step 
great grandchildren; 
sister, Phyllis Stinson; 
brother and sister-in-
law, Gary and Sharon 
Sidden; sisters-in-law, 
Arlene and Russell 
Daniel, Virginia and 
Ron Clark, and Lisa 
Hooker; brothers-in-
law, David and Vickie 
Bowman, and Mark 
and Rita Bowman; 
and by a host of other 
family and friends. +In 
addition to his par-
ents, Mr. Sidden was 

preceded by his wife of 
22 years, Brinda Ann 
“Kay” Payne Sidden. 
A celebration of Dan-
ny’s life will be held on 
Saturday November 
16, 2024, at 12:00pm 
in the Moody Funeral 
Home Chapel in Mount 
Airy with Pastor David 
Bowman officiating. 
Inurnment will follow 
in Skyline Memory 
Gardens. The family 
will receive friends on 
Saturday at the funer-
al home from 11:00am 
to 12:00pm. Moody 
Funeral Services in 
Mount Airy is serving 
the family. Online con-
dolences may be made 
at www.moodyfuneral-
services.com.

Shirley Ann Willard
Shirley Ann Wil-

lard, age 73, went to 
her Heavenly home on 
November 10th, 2024, 
from SOVAH Hospi-
tal. She was born June 
8th, 1951 in the Floyd 
County section of 
Meadows of Dan, Vir-
ginia, to James Calvin 
Willard Sr. and Ruby 
T. Willard. Although 
she suffered a brain in-
jury at birth, she was 
able to lead a fairly 
normal life with assis-
tance from her rela-
tives, who loved doing 
it.

Besides her parents, 
she was preceded in 
death by her brother, 
James Calvin “J.C.” 
Willard, Jr., who died 
January 8th, 2022 
from Covid.

Surviving is a sis-
ter, Barbara Wilson 
of Martinsville, Vir-
ginia, a brother, Ricky 
Dale Willard (Sandra) 
of Meadows of Dan, 
Virginia., aunts Irene 
Reed of Spencer, Vir-
ginia, Mildred Goode 
of Collinsville, Virgin-
ia, sister-in-law Betty 
Turman of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, Iola 
Hubbard of Meadows 
of Dan, Virginia, Lou 
Massey of Bassett, 
Virginia, and a special 
cousin, Donna Reed 

Rakes of Fork Moun-
tain, who many times 
took her out to eat and 
shopping, and several 
nieces and nephews.

Shirley lived her first 
63 years in Meadows 
of Dan and the last 10 
years in Martinsville; 
nearly 9 of those years 
at Martins Landing 
Apartments, and the 
last 21 months were 
with her sister Barba-
ra after her cancer di-
agnosis. Shirley loved 
Easter, her birthday 
and especially Christ-
mas - dreaming of San-
ta Claus in July every 
night! Her happiest 
recent time was spent 
with her brother Ricky 
and his wife Sandra 
from December 16th 
2023 until February 
21st 2024.

Shirley was a mem-

ber of Lighthouse Bap-
tist Church. She loved 
working jigsaw puz-
zles, coloring in her 
books, playing with her 
many dolls, playing 
Rook, watching Gun-
smoke, Andy Griffith, 
The Price is Right, and 
shopping.

A very special thanks 
to SOVAH ER, 4th 
floor nursing staff, Dr. 
Akolbire, and Moun-
tain Valley Hospice 
crew for their excellent 
care of Shirley.

The funeral will 
be held at Reed Is-
land Springs Baptist 
Church, 76 Reed Is-
land Springs Road, 
Meadows of Dan, Vir-
ginia, 24120 on No-
vember 16th, 2024 at 
12pm Noon, with Vis-
itation 1 hour prior to 
service. Burial will be 
in the church ceme-
tery beside the church 
with Reverend Howard 
Nester officiating.

In lieu of flowers, 
please make a dona-
tion to Samaritan’s 
Purse, P.O. Box 3000, 
Boone, North Caroli-
na, 28607, or to your 
favorite charity, in her 
memory.  Collins-McK-
ee-Stone Funeral 
Home is assisting the 
Willard family.

Local Hospital
(cont. from page 1)
States to resume operations and be-
come profitable, a feat that attract-
ed national attention and further 
cemented the company’s reputation 
as the go-to organization for rural 
hospital revitalization. 

“The community of Patrick Coun-
ty has faced disappointment and 
broken promises for far too long,” 
said Kyle Kopec, MHA, Co-Found-
er and Chief Compliance Officer 
of Braden Health. “We are here to 
deliver results where our actions 
will speak louder than our words. 
Rebuilding and reopening Patrick 
County Community Hospital is not 
just another project for us—it is a 
mission to restore trust, bring jobs, 
and above all, provide the health-
care that the residents deserve.”

The hospital in Stuart shuttered 
in 2016. 

According to Braden Health, each 
of the hospitals it acquired faced 
overwhelming challenges, including 
outdated infrastructure, staffing 
shortages, and financial instability.

Braden Health “has successfully 
navigated similar challenges across 
the Southeastern United States, 
and we are excited to bring our 
team’s wealth of experience to Stu-
art,” Kopec said. 

Dr. Beau R. Braden, DO, MPH, 
MS, Founder and CEO, said the 
company “is committed to rural 
healthcare because we understand 
its importance in preserving the 
health and well-being of the people 
we serve. Our track record speaks 
for itself; when we step in, we com-
plete the job better than anyone 
else around. Our vision is for Pat-
rick County Community Hospital 
to become a high-quality, sustain-
able hospital that will serve the 

community for generations. We are 
honored to play a role in restoring 
access to essential hospital services 
for Patrick County.”

The company also is dedicated to 
creating jobs, supporting local econ-
omies, and ensuring the long-term 
sustainability of healthcare access 
in rural America. Its unique model 
focuses on empowering local medi-
cal staff and fostering community 
involvement, making each hospital 
a true asset to the region it serves. 
With its acquisition in Stuart, offi-
cials noted that the company is not 
only bringing hope and opportunity 
back to Patrick County, but also is 
fully committed to the facility’s suc-
cess.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 
said that he is “incredibly grateful 
to Braden Health for their commit-
ment to reopen the Patrick County 
Community Hospital. This facility 
is more than just a building— it is a 
lifeline for our community. Braden 
Health’s track record gives us hope 
that this time, the promises will be 
fulfilled. I stand ready to support 
their efforts every step of the way.”

In the coming months, the compa-
ny will provide updates on the prog-
ress of the hospital’s reopening. As 
part of its commitment to transpar-
ency and community engagement, 
it will host a press tour of the fa-
cility, inviting local media, legisla-
tors, and community leaders to tour 
the improvements being made. This 
event will also include a Q&A ses-
sion, giving attendees an opportuni-
ty to learn more about the compa-
ny’s mission, the hospital’s future 
services and how it will positively 
impact the community. The date for 
this event will be announced later. 
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of 2 Thessa-
lonians (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. In Revelation 20, what 
is the eternal home for those 
not written in the book of life? 
Whirlwinds, Lake of fire, Un-
derworld, Exile

3. Who did God not allow 
to build the temple as he had 
been a man of war? David, 
Solomon, Rehoboam, Jesse

4. In Proverbs 6:6, where/
what should lazy people go to 
for wisdom?

Mountaintop, Temple, 
Priest, The ant

5. What kind of place was 
Patmos, where John received 
his revelation? Temple, Isle, 
Ship, Mountain

6. Who was the father of 
Gershom? Adam, Noah, Mo-
ses, David

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Lake 
of fire, 3) David, 4) The ant, 5) 
Isle, 6) Moses

Comments? More Trivia? 
Gift ideas? Visit www.Trivia-
Guy.com.

© 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

`Don’t Let Yourself Be Robbed
By Alan Dean, retired Seventh-day 

Adventist pastor
“Hold fast what you have, so that no 

one may rob you and deprive you of your 
crown.”  Revelation 3:11, Amplified.

Many years ago a North Carolina 
couple moved to Oklahoma in search of 
a better life. They bought a little farm 
there. It turned out that the soil was less 
productive than expected and the water 
tasted foul. However, in time they got 
used to the flavor of the water.

One day two thirsty travelers stopped 
by and asked for a drink. The farmer 
was a friendly man and enjoyed talking 
to them while his wife drew some wa-
ter from the well and gave a glassful 
to each of them. One of the strangers 
poured some of the water into a bottle. 
For a moment the wife wondered why 
the man had done that. But she soon 
dismissed the thought from her mind.

Months passed. The same two men 
dropped by again. This time they offered 
to buy the farm.  The offer seemed very 
reasonable. After all, the farm’s yield 
hardly justified the work put into it.  
Convinced they were making a shrewd 
deal, they agreed to sell the struggling 
farm. Only later did they discover that 
under their feet was a rich deposit of 
petroleum that would have made them 
millionaires for the rest of their lives. 
That glass of water was the clue to the 
two strangers of the oil beneath the 

ground.
The Bible is like that farm. Within its 

covers lies a vast deposit of truth (See 
John 5:39). The problem is that many 
who possess this Book never dig deep 
enough to understand the message and 
appropriate it to themselves. Like the 
Oklahoma couple, they barely scratch 
the surface.  

I was raised like many today to go to 
church every Sunday and hear a good 
sermon from the pulpit. But I was rarely 
encouraged by the church or my family 
to diligently and consistently read the 
Bible for myself. I had no idea how it 
could help me in my day to day life, or 
how it could prepare me for heaven and 
eternal life. The Bible was an undiscov-
ered treasure.

Today, it is often the Bible critics that 
rob us from digging into the Bible. They 
present dozens of reasons why the Bible 
can’t be trusted and therefore not to be 
read. Science has taken the place of the 
Bible as the source of truth.

So, if you and I want to discover the 
rich, precious deposits of truth hidden 
in the Bible, we need to dig into it, not 
merely scratch its surface. As we do so 
prayerfully with the spirit of learners, 
the Holy Spirit will guide us to rich 
sources of truth (See John 16:13 and 1 
Corinthians 2:10). And this will bring 
joy and purpose into our life.

Board Office
(cont. from page 1)

Perry said he thinks the Department 
of Social Services (DSS needs to be re-
located. The building “would be enough 
room to have Social Services and some 
other departments in there. I know the 
Extension Office being up there on the 
third floor with court services, that’s a 
huge inconvenience, and it would really 
work out better to have court services 
up there instead of the Extension Of-
fice,” he said.

If the county could have two or three 
departments in the former school board 
building, Perry believes it would be bet-
ter and more productive.

“All those options are being explored 
and looked at, and figured out, and do-
ing cost analysis and all that kind of 
stuff with,” he said.

Perry also doesn’t know if there’s 
been any maintenance issues in the 
former school board building, located at 
106 Rucker St.

In response to an email for informa-

tion, Finance Officer Lori Jones wrote: 
“I’ve attached two spreadsheets. One 
with the all of the expenses paid to date 
for 106 Rucker St. We started paying 
the power bill in December 2023.

“The other spreadsheet is all of the ex-
penses paid for the Commonwealth At-
ty’s Office to date I have in our system,” 
she added, and included budget sheets 
in the email. 

Perry said he knows the county has 
been responsible for maintaining the 
building that houses the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office. 

“The rent, they could charge us way 
more. Like if you went by market val-
ue, they could charge us way more than 
what they’re charging us. So, that would 
make sense if they’re going to charge us 
less and then, we maintain” the build-
ing,” he said, adding he doesn’t know if 
that language is included in the lease 
agreement.

Attempted murder charge 
lodged in Wednesday incident

A Stuart man was charged with at-
tempted murder on Nov. 6, following an 
altercation with his father, according to 
Patrick County Sheriff’s Lt. Steve Aus-
tin.

Around 1:21 p.m., the Patrick Coun-
ty 911 center received a call alleging a 
disturbance at 3243 Clark House Farm 
Road in Stuart.

When deputies arrived, they located 
one man outside of the home. Accord-
ing to the preliminary investigation, 
two men got into a verbal argument 
that eventually escalated to a physical 
altercation. One of the men allegedly 
went outside and retrieved a bottle of 
suspected lighter fluid. Upon reentry, 
authorities allege the fluid was poured 
onto another man, and an attempt was 
made to ignite it. 

The man managed to escape from the 
home and fled to a neighbor’s house, 
while the other man allegedly gave 
chase, breaking out a window in an at-
tempt to get to the other man.

In addition to attempted murder, Eric 
William Walker, 28, also was charged 
with damaging property, and being in-
toxicated in public in connection with 
the incident.

He is currently being held in Patrick 
County jail without bond.

Eric William Walker
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installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 

shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 

time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oli-

ver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattor-

neyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-888-550-3083 www.

dental50plus.com/virgin-
ia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 

Premium nationwide cov-
erage.

100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and Mulch. 
Rodney Kendrick 276-629- 

3913 or 276-340-7786. 
Email at kendrickpaving@
gmail.com Carrying on the

tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net

Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-224-4623 or 

757-621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 

lawn mowers. Pick up and 
delivery for a reasonable 

charge based on your 
location. We offer disposal 

of old mowers with free 
pick up. Call 276-694-

3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 

Licensed in VA & NC, 276-
694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

For rent 1-bedroom 
and 2-bedroom 

apartments available 
Located near Walmart 
in Stuart. Call 540-493-

9835 for information.

AUCTIONS
Equipment Absolute 

Auction! November 14 at 
11AM! Trucks, Trailers, 

Equipment, Tools, Office 
Supplies and more all 
offered at auction! See 
Woltz.com for complete 
inventory list and more 

information. Auction 
representatives will be 
onsite for previews on 
10/26 and 11/9 from 
Noon to 3PM. 3321 

Shenandoah Ave NW, 
Roanoke, VA 24017. Call 
Woltz & Associates, Inc., 

Real Estate Brokers & 
Auctioneers.  (VA #321), 
800-551-3588. 10% Buy-

ers’ Premium.

FISH/FARMS
Live Fish for stocking 
ponds. Many varieties 

available. Free delivery 
on orders $500+ to your 

pond. Call Zetts Fish 
Farm & Hatchery for 

information & free cat-
alogue. 304-995-9202, 

Cell 304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! Ronnie Jenkins 

II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters! 
FREE Estimates! Call 

804-739-8207 for More 
Details! American Made 

Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gener-
ac Home Standby Gen-

erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime!

Limited Time Offer – 
up to 50% off installation 

+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-

ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 

Purchase. Plus 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FOR RENT

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

VISIT US ONLINE AT
W

W
W

.ENTERPRISE.NET

LEGAL

LEGAL

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Legal 2 col x 2”
1030 1106 1113 1120

ORDER OF PUBLICATION Case No. CL24000569-00
Commonwealth of Virginia   
VA CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 WEST BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171
DEBRA FABYANSKI, ET ALS    v.  KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
 HEIRS OF LENA GIELLE
The object of this suit is to:
TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SERVICE TO HEIRS WITH UNKNOWN 
WHEREABOUTS
It is ORDERED that KNOWN AND/OR UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
LENA GIELLE appear at the above-named court and protect his/her 
interests on or before NOVEMBER 26, 2024.

OCTOBER 25, 2024

Legal 2 col x 1”
1106 1113

Invitation for Bid - IFB# 2025-81500-11-24
The County of Patrick is soliciting sealed bids from qualified Virginia 
licensed contractors to perform various renovations at the Uptown 
Stuart Business Development and Child Care Center located in Stuart, 
Virginia. Electronic copies of the Invitation for Bid documents, includ-
ing the plans and the specifications, will be available for inspection on 
the Patrick County website (www.co.patrick.va.us/Bids.aspx) as well 
as the Virginia’s Marketplace eVA site (www.eva.virginia.gov).

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT
HANDICAPPED REGULATIONS

This notice is published pursuant to the 
requirements of 24 CFR Part 8, 
Nondiscrimination Based on Handicap in 
Federally Assisted Programs and Activities of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, as published in the Federal 
Register on June 2, 1988. 24 CFR Part 8 
prohibits discrimination against quali�ed 
individuals because of their handicapped 
status. 

The Town of Stuart, VA advises the public, 
employees, and job applicants that it does not 
discriminate on the basis of handicapped 
status in admission or treatment or 
employment in, its programs and activities.   

The Town of Stuart, VA has designated the 
following as the contact to coordinate e�orts 
to comply with this requirement. 

Such inquiries should be addressed to: 

Bryce M. Simmons, PE
Stuart Town Manager
100 Patrick Avenue
PO Box 422
Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-3811
(276) 694-2583 (fax)
Information@stuartva.org
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Meetings

Thursday, Nov. 14
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Monday, Nov. 18
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court 
room of the Patrick County Administration 
Building.

The Budget & Finance Committee of the 
Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) College Board will meet at 11:15 a.m. in 
room F125 of the Frith Economic Develop-
ment Center.

The Academic & Student Affairs Committee 
of the Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) College Board will meet at 11:30 
a.m. in room F125 of the Frith Economic De-
velopment Center.

The Legislative Committee of the Patrick & 
Henry Community College (P&HCC) College 
Board will meet at 11:15 a.m. in room F125 of 
the Frith Economic Development Center.

The Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) College Board will hold its regular-
ly scheduled meeting at 12 p.m. in the Hooker 
Exhibit Hall of the Frith Economic Develop-
ment Center.

Tuesday, Nov. 19
The Patrick County Planning Commission 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the community room 
of the Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC).

Wednesday, Nov. 20
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 

p.m. in the town office.

Events

Wednesday, Nov. 13
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold 

distribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 
a.m. and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting 
at 8:30 a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting 
at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 14
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 

will meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building 
at Rotary Field in Stuart. Philip Adams will 
provide the entertainment, and the Reynolds 
Homestead will provide the meal for the at-
tendees. Attendees are requested to bring 
desserts to share with the group.

Friday, Nov. 15
The community food truck will be at the 

Fairystone VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 16
Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 

hold a hamburger steak dinner from 4-6:30 
p.m. The menu includes hamburger steak, 
French fries, baked beans, slaw, roll, and a 
drink for $10 for either dine in or carry out. 
Place an order by calling (276) 930-2113.

Fairystone Volunteer Fire Department will 
hold a cash giveaway at 7 p.m. Cash raffle 
tickets are $20 each. To purchase a ticket, 
contact a fire department member or call 
(276) 930-2117.

Friday, Nov. 22
Patrick County High School (PCHS) fresh-

men, sophomores, junior, and senior boys will 
face off at 7 p.m. to determine the King of the 
Court in Volleyball for 2024. Admission is $5 
and concessions will be available. 

Saturday, Nov. 23
Home Alone Thanksgiving Meal - If you 

are unable to have a Thanksgiving meal, join 
Hunter’s Chapel Assembly for a Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. The church is located at State 
Route 104, Ararat, from 4-6 p.m. Takeout or-
ders will be available. Deliveries can be made 
in the Ararat area only. If you plan to attend, 
call (276) 251-7232. For more information, 
call Joseph or Lori Easter at (276) 251-7232.

New Hope Community Church will have 
music by Michael Fian starting at 7 p.m. Re-
freshments will follow the singing.

Wednesday, Nov. 27
A Community Thanksgiving Dinner will 

be held at the Meadows of Dan Community 
Building from 4-6 p.m. Organized by Faith 
Baptist Church, the meal is free to everyone. 
Those unable to drive should contact Katlyn 
Boyd at 2776-694-9708 to be added to the 
home delivery list.

Wednesday, Dec. 11
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold 

distribution at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 
a.m. and from 5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting 
at 8:30 a.m., and at Meadows of Dan starting 
at 5:30 p.m.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation 
Department is conducting sign-ups for grades 

6-7 boys and girls basketball season. Games 
will be played in January and February. The 
deadline for sign-ups is Monday, November 
18. Forms are available at any elementary 
school or at the recreation department. Ques-
tions may be directed to the recreation de-
partment at 276-694-3917.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of every 
month at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena 
Vista Ave in Stuart. New members or volun-
teers are welcome. For more information, call 
(276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Quilted Colors. For more information, 
call 276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquil-
ters@gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at the American Legion Post 105 
at 7 p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to 
attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 
1912 Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or 
dine in. Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 
773-6004 or email pastor@ravenrockchurch.
org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stu-
art (across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 
694-2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. 

The Willis Gap Community Center: Mem-
bers Meeting, the first Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, 
every Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. 
The music and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Gold-
en Oldies Open Jam is on the last Tuesday 
of the month. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, 
music and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confi-
dential Medicaid/FAMIS application and re-
newal assistance for Virginia residents from 
birth to 64. No sign-up fees, no premiums, 
no deductibles. Medicaid renewals have re-
sumed. Medicaid members need to keep their 
mailing address and contact information up 
to date. Connect Health + Wellness’ specially 
trained Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach Advocate 
can provide more information. Call or text 
Ann Walker, (276) 732-0509, Monday - Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

FIND US ON FACEBOOK



12 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, November 13, 2024

Students earn awards in 1st Quarter
Local schools provided the list of 

students to receive an Academic and/
or Principal’s award for the 1st Quar-
ter.
Blue Ridge Elementary School 
3rd Grade
Academic Awards: Javonni James 

Bertka, Ayla Acacia Bowman, Thom-
as Levi Chaney, Gunnar Aaron 
Kerns, Jaxton Ryker Lee King

Principal’s Award: Elijah Monroe 
Paredes, Stella Lane Turner
4th Grade
Academic Awards: Chloee Rae 

Bowles, Jase Bowman, Grayson 
James Guynn, Faith Ann Hedgepeth, 
Hope Flora Hedgepeth, Brody Bryant 
Meredith, Arabella Mae Lee Noonk-
ester, Madison Mae Pack, Hunter 
Grace Reynolds, Brooklyn Charity 
Stanley, Elijah Isaac Voisey

Principal’s Award: Lydia Marie 
Clement, Marlee Aspen McKenzie 
Dailey, Kara Nicole Hiatt, Kasen 
Paul Rupert, Landree Bryn Simmons 
5th Grade
Academic Awards: Jase Evan 

Brim, Mackenzie Grace Cain, Jack 
Stryker Duppstadt, Eastyn Tinley 
Handy, Early G Hill, Dallas Colt 
Lawson, Robert Edward Lawson, 
Renesmee Lynn Moody, Chloe Ann 
Quesinberry

Principal’s Awards: Olivia Pearl 
Chaney, Raven Skye Hernandez, 
Staci Emery Martin, Daniel Patrick 
McGrath, Karleigh Paige Saunders, 
Evan Glenn Seal
6th Grade
Academic Awards: Emily Beth 

Adams, Arieanna McKenzie Crews, 
Lucas Cameron Hall, Jade Marie 
Hedgepeth, Matthew Morales, Lin-
coln Garnett Puckett, Tobin Reggie 
Simmons, Wyatt Alexander Thomp-
son

Principal’s Awards: Kaylee Mae 
Bowles, Sadie Jayne Bowman, Mon-
tana Rae Elaine Cain, Jay William 
Hill, Kaya Reeder, Ariella Grace 
Valerio, Olive Lola-Mae Waycaster,
7th Grade
Academic Awards: Haylee Grace 

Bowman, Elijah Justus Brown, Ma-
son Reid Epperson, Maddox Kent 
Frye, Jayden Lee Gonzalez, Kimber-
ly Gutierrez, Grayson Carter Hol-
land, Reese Elizabeth Horton, Brody 
Thomas Hunger, Brody Thomas Law-
rence, Chole Belle Lawson, Brigham 
Lee Meredith, Beckham Kane Terry, 
Briella Faith Terry

Principal’s Awards: Bronx David-
son Beasley
Hardin Reynolds Memorial 

School 
4th Grade
Academic Awards: Katelyn Adkins, 

Mila Bespaliuk, Adalye Bowman, Sy-
rina Bowman, Riley Collins, Abigail 
Hall, Easton Jones, Hunter Keen, 
Caden Kendrick, Randyn Kingsley, 
Jacob Martin, Jaxon Meade, Emily 
Nelson, Jace Newcomb, Jeremiah 
Penn, Cameron Redd, Averie Stowe-
Holt, Addison Triplett

Principal’s Award: Landon Cor-
rell, Adalyn Dehne, Londyn Goff, 
Ryan Graham, Mia Hagwood, Rebec-
ca Handy, Caleb Hankins, Amarilis 
Hernandez, Sophia Hylton, Nathan-
iel Jones, William Keffer, Kayleigh 
King, Avery Lawrence, Natalie 
Lawrence, Bobby Lawson, Cam’ron 
Lopez, Emma Nelson, Cassandra 
Omarra, Etta Owens, Destiny Plas-
ter, Trinity Plaster, Carter Quesen-
berry, Taylor Ragsdale, Korbin Sal-
da, Arianna Slate, Samuel Slate, 
Harlem Smith, James Stowe, Kaiden 
Valentine, Caroline Whitlow, Taelyn 
Wilson, Sarah Wyatt
5th Grade
Academic Awards: Kaylee Biggs, 

Colton Blackard, Chloe Bowman, 
Scarlett Dobbins, Julianne Harmon, 
Nevaeh Justice, Amya Stephany, 
Carter Trent

Principal’s Award: Ella Dollarhite, 
Natalie Ferguson, Paisley Holt, Tim-
othy Hough, Holly Lawrence, Han-
nah Miller, Zoey Pickering, Jasen 
Puckett, Jessica Schroeder, Levi 
Sumner, William Trent
6th Grade
Academic Awards: Wesley Burge, 

Matthew Callahan, Harper DeHart, 
Raylan Foster, Nataley Graham, 
Jensen Harbour, Mackenzie Har-
man, Miles Lange, Andrew Nelson, 
Jada Stump, Linnea Tankersley, 
Hunter Thomas, Mason Whitlow

Principal’s Award: Taelyn Blan-
kenship, Braiden Brooks, Savannah 
Carroll, Dylan Clark, Colston Col-
lins, Averi Cruz, Riley Epperly, Aid-
en Hagwood, Avalynn Huffman, Am-
ilya Lawson, Lucas O’marra, Leila 
Stephany, Alice Terry
7th Grade
Academic Awards: Kody Agee, 

Kira Barker, Michael Blevins, Cait-
lyn Collins, Eli Collins, Mason Col-
lins, Brayden Conner, Ronald Davis, 
Addyson Foley, Caden Harris, Eve-
lyn Hayes-Linton, Kendra Howell, 

Benjamin Hudson, Gabriella John-
son, Arianna Lemons, Alaina Mc-
Bride, Brinlee Mills, Levi Montgom-
ery, Dane Orton

Principal’s Award: Aleah Bowman, 
Kenneth Craig, Alexa Diaz, Noah 
Jenkins, Sarah Lawson, Novie Rut-
ledge, Mia Spangler, Asher Vaughn, 
Maci Whitlock 
Meadows of Dan Elementary 

School
3rd Grade
Academic Awards: Jackson Boyd, 

Dorsie Harrell
Principal’s Award: Dakota Lee 

Proffitt, Tanner Whitt
4th Grade
Principal’s Award: Banner Davis, 

Carter Puckett
Academic Awards: Deklynn Go-

ins, Jennings Hatcher, Wednesday 
Mashburn, David Procuro, Emersyn 
Wood
5th Grade
Academic Awards: Easton Hall, 

Gabriel Helms, Jayce Pascale, 
Hayleigh Phillips, Lexi Proffitt
6th Grade
Academic Award: Daylin Blevins, 

Kenzie Lewis, Fedir Pitovol
Principal’s Award: Paul Procuro
7th Grade
Academic Awards: Ayden Garcia, 

Allysa Jordan, Savanna Knowles, 
Solomiia Piatovol
Patrick Springs Primary 

School
Academic Awards: Corey Blanken-

ship, Noah Bowman, Alex Cumpston, 
Jessely Diaz, Ella Ferguson, Jacob 
Harbour, Aiden Hooker, Landon 
Manns, Kylie Marshall, Dylan Mot-
ley, Orion Patenaude, Camden Penn, 
Chase Styers

Principal’s Award: Carlynn Han-
cock, Wake Mills
Stuart Elementary School 
3rd Grade
Academic Award: Teagan Combs, 

Jazzmin Glenn, Natalie Gonzalez, 
Odyssey Hagwood, Oliver Hall, Chris-
tian Johnson, Natalia Juarez-Luna, 
Shelby Loving, Carson Lunsford, 
Patrick Martin, Tanner Overby, 
Nylah Peery, Gian Roman-Miranda, 
Lyndon Slate, Cooper Trent, Macie 
Turney, Carter Williams

Principal’s Award: Emma Black, 
Colton Bogle, Lilly Briley, Jourdyn 
Cassell, Scarlett Foley, Brennan Fox, 
Lucas Hartman, Emory Hughes, Pe-
nelope Maddux, River Rakes, Thom-
as Reasor, Josie Snow 
4th Grade
Academic Award: Adley Black, Co-

pelyn Bray, Caleb Duffy, Carley Rae 
Fain, Brooklyn Fulcher, Raelynn 
George, Preslie Hall, Milli Juarez-Lu-
na, Scarlett Kendrick, Maewyn Mc-
Craw, Skilynn McDonnell, Alana 
Morris, Olivia Morrison, Nora Post, 
Isabella Queen, Bella Terry, Reina 
Tucker, Bradley Wheeler

Principal’s Award: Avery Brown, 
Wyatt Fain, Jacob Puckett, Can-
on Rakes, Jocelyn Stevens, Wesley 
Whitener
5th Grade
Academic Award: Peyton Ad-

kins, Caleb Allison, Nella Bembry, 
Braeden Campbell, Kaythan Gray, 
Nathan Hodges, Lyric Houchins, 
Courage Jackson, Hadley Jones, 
Conner Martin, Dallas Martin, Leah 
Minter, Kenneth Neace, Harper Rus-
so

Principal’s Award: Lucas Black, 
Aiden Brown, Easton Conner, To-
mias Devers, Carter Foley, Kay’Cee 
Glenn, Emily Hawks, Emma Hutch-
ens, Parker Jones, Jose Matias, 
Paige Ragsdale, Lucas Wheeler
6th Grade
Academic Award: Elizabeth Alli-

son, Emaline Combs, Milayna Helms, 
Adalee Hughes, Alex Leon-Cisner-
os, Ethan Lester, Addyson Minter, 
Chandler Moles, Easton Taylor, Kar-
oline Walton

Principal’s Award: Lydia Bowman, 
Elise Cagle, Eli Fain, Avery Hub-
bard, Sophia Martin, Hannah Post, 
Maddox Scott, Millicent Scott, Juliet 
Turner
7th Grade
Academic Award: Ian Baker, Eli 

Briley, Carles Campos, Tessa Curry, 
Jacob Duffy, Carrie Gregory, Madi-
son Handy, Kiah Jackson, Adilynn 
Jones, Ezekiel Pack, Nathan Spen-
cer, Danica Swisher, Mya Taylor, 
Coltlyn Tobler, Izzabella Walker

Principal’s Award: Savannah 
Fain, Vanessa Gregory, Ashton Hall, 
Jada Hylton, Pagan Smith, Bryson 
Turman
Woolwine Elementary School
3rd Grade
Academic Award: Jeffrey Blecher, 

Lars Johnson, Lillian King, Aran 
Moran Hill, Silas Scott, Harper Shel-
ton
4th Grade
Academic Award: Paisley Carde-

nalli, Jeremiah Lester, Zoey Mabe
Principal’s Award: Maelynn Jones, 

Talin Masselli, Asher Perez
5th Grade
Academic Award: Emmalyn Hub-

bard, Moncerat Joaquin-Ortega, 
Bjorn Johnson, Cameron Kendrick, 
Raina Newsome, Sophia Otero-Gar-
cia, Charlie Shuff
6th Grade
Academic Award: Blake Mills, 

Christian Rakes, Wyatt Rodgers, 
Cassidy Urbach, Ethan Worley, Na-
talie Worley	

Principal’s Award: Aubree Bow-
man
7th Grade
Academic Awards: Kaitlyn Gunt-

er, Grant Iacovone, Jasper Lockhart, 
Jackson Osborne, Holden Perez, Na-
than Shuff
Patrick County High School
8th grade: (88 or higher aver-

age)	
Dixie Atkins, Malaya Barr, Kaylee 

Belcher, Noah Bembry, Cali Biggs, 
Kobe Bogle, Noah Bowling, Ayden 
Bowman, Kaylee Bowman, Lilly 
Boyce, Cassidy Brim, Steven Brooks, 
Elena Cagle, Hans Campbell, Alex-
andria Cannon, Molly Cassell, Kylee 
Childress, Leia Cobbler, Tucker Col-
lins, Fisher Colna, Mason Conner, 
Emmalynn Corns, Gabriel Delgado, 
Anna Dixon, Conor Dollarhite, Mi-
chael Eckman, Sky Evans, Grahm 
Foley, Daniel Freeman, Robert Goff, 
Sarah Hagwood, Levi Hankins, Aus-
tin Harrell, Kinsleigh Harris, Mack-
enzie Harris, Ethan Hawks, Layla 
Hege, Riley Hostetter, Caleb Howell, 
Conner King, Wesley Kruse, Ainsley 
Lawson, Jameson Lawson, Addison 
Leath, Allie Lewis, Anna Long, Hil-
lary Madrid, Ean Martin, Tenley 
Meadows, Rosalinda Medina, Mauri-
cio Mendoza-Gonzalez, Aiden Moody, 
Lemuel Newsome, Ashland Noonk-
ester, Levi Ojodeagua, Abigail Pell, 
Jonathan Penn, Hannah Phillips, 
Elizabeth Post, Heidi Prillaman, Lily 
Pritt, Reed Puckett, Madison Purdy, 
Collin Rakes, Gabrielle Reynolds, 
Ava Rigney, Jenna Robertson, Ma-
riah Scott, Dixie Sebastian, Paisley 
Shuff, Gavin Smith, Jasmine Swick, 
Charlie Tabor, Samuel Tatum, Kody 
Townsend, Jillian Turner, Jayson 
Turney, Reagan Underwood, Midori 
Waycaster, Gage Whitaker, Cooper 
Wikstrom, Isabel Wilson, LaKisha 
Wilson, William Wood, Bella Wright, 
Trevor Wright
9th-12th grade (3.2 GPA or 

higher)
9th grade: 
Samuel Agee, Hailey Anderson, 

Kloe Armentrout, Braylon Arrington, 
Joshua Ayers, Marley Baliles, Rylee 
Barker, Benjamin Bowman, Lily 
Bowman, Casey Boyer, Cody Boyer, 
Briar Branch, Logan Brown, Jake 
Bryant, Wesley Catron, Ariel Clarke, 
Caleb Clement, Presley Combs, Dan-
iel Conner, Gracen Conner, Hayden 
Conner, Oliver Cruise, Rain Davis, 
Eli Dillon, Jordan Draper, Thomas 
Eckman, Carson Farrar, Kaylene 
Garcia, Karson Gillispie, Anthony 
Gonzalez, Cheyenne Gregory, Scar-
lett Gregory, Ashton Gurley, Evan 
Hancock, Mason Hancock, Morgan 
Handy, Abbigail Hanks, Jordan 
Hardee, Sierra Helms, Nathan Hodg-
es, Martina Hubbard, Soledad Huer-
ta-Dominguez, Brayden Hylton, Ivan 
Joaquin-Ortega, Analeigh Jones, Ri-
ley Jones, Mason Keith, Leah Kend-
rick, Evan Kruise, Owen Kruse, Ca-
leb Lancaster, Savannah Lawrence, 
Sheyan Lester, Halo Martin, Isabella 
Mashburn, Peyton McBride, McKen-
zie Mitchell, Jayme Moose, Kinley 
Morrison, Christian Pendleton, Asia 
Penn, Camryn Perkins, Asher Per-
ry, Ernesto Ponce, Cameron Rakes, 
Mark Register, Alexa Rivero, Mar-
ion Rowe, Maggie Rutledge, McK-
enzie Sanchez, Brisan Scott, Eva 
Sechrist, Josiah Shelor, Aiden Slate, 
Kalix Smith, William Smith, Neveah 
Teague, Jared Thompson, Layla 
Thompson, Aiden Triplett, Julianna 
Turner, Caleb Vaughn, William Vip-
perman, Jonathan Walton, Ethan 
White, Elijah Wilmoth, Haileigh 
Wingfield, Anna Witt, Conner Wood, 
Kayleen Wood, Meredith Wood, Jen-
na Woods

10th grade:
Caleb Ashworth, Myhia Balleng-

er-Mijes, Robert Bannister, Melissa 
Barker, Brooklyn Barner, Joseph 
Beasley, Nathaniel Bright, Noah 
Cain, Mason Cassell, Arionna Catron, 
Isobel Clay, Madison Corns, Jack-
son Davis, Jason Day, Leah Delga-
do, Adam Edwards, Jacob Edwards, 
Laine Errichetti, Mason Fain, Aedan 
Frazier, Allison Gonzalez-Barajas, 
Kaylee Gravley, Cinthia Gutierrez, 
Elijah Hairston-Slater, Addisyn 
Hall, Natalie Hancock, Kaydence 
Harman, Braxton Harold, Wheeler 
Helms, Ava Hiatt, Chloe Hubbard, 
Willow Hylton, Kyra Ingalls, Elyjah 
Jenkins, Allison Justice, Lily Kelly, 
Arabella King, Demetrious Land-

ers, Aubreigh Large, LeMia Lemons, 
Garreth Link, Joseph Linster, Fish-
er Martin, Hunter Martin, Kimatai 
Martin, Mischa McMeans, Andrew 
Miller, Michael Mitchell, Landon 
Moles, Brady Moore, William Moore, 
Oren Osborne, Alyssa Overby, Pey-
ton Pascale, Emily Pearson, Kendra 
Penn, Anderson Philpot, Riley Pruitt, 
Logan Rakes, Ryder Richardson, 
Alexia Shuff, Abigayl Slate,  Jacob 
Spencer, Mason Spencer, Stella Sti-
mac, Lacey Sutphin, Maddox Taylor, 
Tripp Thompson, Zachary Thomp-
son, Karleigh Vasquez, Isabella 
Walker, Charles Wellbrock, Lilliana 
White, Paige Whitt, Evan Wood

11th grade:
Skye Ayers, Jaxon Ayers-Rosas, 

Amber Barnett, Kylei Blevins, Dev-
on Booth, Hannah Bowles, Andrew 
Bowman, Autumn Bowman, Isaac 
Boyer, Rachel Branch, Reggie Brown, 
Isaac Brumbaugh, Abigail Bryant, 
Lilieann Butler, Jackson Callahan, 
Jayden Callahan, Ethan Casstevens, 
Brooke Collins, Haley Conner, Al-
exandra Cotoc Santos, Alexis Cox, 
Tristan Cox, Dylan Cruise, Kristo-
pher Huerta Dominguez, Lacey Eas-
ter, Carrington Fain, Daniel Finneg-
an, Adin Geiger, Camille Gonzalez, 
Carter Gregory,  Jaeden Hairston, 
Jykevis Hairston, Aiden Handy, 
Johnathan Harbour, Tillee Haus-
er, Peyton Hazlewood, Joselin Her-
nandez, Robert Holt, Shyanne Holt, 
Taylor Holt, Zachary Holt, Chloe 
Hostetter, Hunter Hubbard, Ty-
leke Hylton, Hannah Ingalls, Jacob 
Jones, Mitchell Keith, Avone Kidd, 
Raegen Kingsley, Benjamin Knight, 
Sadie Knight, William Lancaster, 
Hayden Lawless, David Lawson, Isa-
bella Lemons, Kylee Leonard, Jacob 
Lester, Alyssa Light, Ashantis Mad-
ison, Ashly Madrid Romero, Evan 
Martin, Kiley Martin, Jordan Marti-
nez, Erik Martinez-Tejeda, Draysin 
Maselli, Mallory McAdams, Ocean 
Melton, Callie Montgomery, Elli-
anna Montgomery, Journey Moore, 
Virginia Nations, Samantha Nest-
er, Eden Nickelston, Angela Overby, 
Lexus Owen, Abigail Pendleton, Mi-
chael Perez, Angel Plaster, Brandy 
Ponce,  Braydon Priest, Haley Rakes, 
Nathan Register,  Aailyah Reynolds, 
Jazmyne Reynolds,  Hunter Roberts, 
Parker Roop, Abigail Royall, Vin-
cent Russo, Madison Scott, Cayden 
Smith-Adame, Rylee Soliday, Vishal 
Somasundaram, Katelynn Spillman, 
Mitchell Stovall, Sydney Tatum, 
Adara Taylor,  Greely Terry, Alys-
sa Titular, Jennifer Venegas, Wyatt 
Westmoreland, Dana Wilcox, Xena 
Wilcox, Kade Williams, Callie Wood, 
Eli Wood, Kathryn Wood, Zoe Wood-
en, Kendra Worley, Savanna Wright, 
Jed Young

12th grade:
Anna Arellano, Tylor Ashworth, 

Dante Belcher, Jordan Belcher, 
Burke Black, Kali Bowman, Heather 
Brim, Mya Bryan, Emma Buchan-
an, Alyssa Callahan, Sasha Campos, 
Carrie Cassell, Haley Cassell,  Bryan 
Clark, Amelia Clement, Eliza Clif-
ton, Jonah Collins, Cameron Collins, 
Tara Collins, Taylor Collins, Zachary 
Collins, Daryl Combs, Benjamin Con-
ner, Skyler Conner, Alysha Copen-
ing, Williams Corns, Lexi Cutchins, 
Mason Dellenback, Emma Dellinger, 
Blake Dillon, Emily Eastridge, Gavin 
Fain, Arienah Evans, Gavin Fain, 
Rachel Fitzjarrald, Brett Foley, 
Joshua Freeman, Aaron Funes, San-
ta Garcia, Adrieanna Gause, Haley 
Gillispie, Conner Goad, Nicol Gon-
zalez, Jacob Gosnell, Nicolas Haden, 
Breanna Hall, Sammi Hall, Easton 
Harris, Evan Havens, Lilly Hazel-
wood, Richard Hazelwood, Hunter 
Heath, James Hensley, James Hodg-
es, Caleb Hostetter, Riley Hubbard,  
Scottie Hubbard, Allison Hughes, 
Jackson Iacovone, Abigail Jack-
son, Noah Jessup, Joshua Jimrusti, 
Elena Joaquin, Justin Keen, Alivia 
Kirk, Whitley Kruse, Trinity Lack-
ey, Ryanne Lary, Chelsea Lawson, 
Haley Lawson, Cindy Leon-Cisne-
ros, Zachary Letchworth, Jymasia 
Manns, Jude Martin, Sadie Martin, 
Kenzie Mize, Raeli Moran, Matthew 
Nester, Chase Norman, Owen Nut-
ter, Rocio Olivares, William Overby, 
Dayton Pack, Paul Pascale, Sydney 
Peer, Hunter Pendleton, Quentyn 
Penn, Tyrese Penn, Rhythm Poynter, 
Jakya Pruitt, Carley Quesinberry, 
Dylan Quesinberry, Samantha Reg-
ister, Brayton Reynolds, Emily Ring, 
Kieran Rodriguez, Lane Ross, Mason 
Scott, Sophie Scruggs, Jonah Shock-
ley, Josiah Spangler, Emily Stiltner, 
Benjamin Sutphin, Dhrithik Tanna, 
Lucas Taylor, Xavier Torres-Seda, 
Isabelle Turner, Sydni Turner, Ka-
tie Vernon, Josilene Williams, Ken-
dall Williams, Mary Beth Williams, 
Kimora Wimbush, Noah Wingfield, 
Brayden Wolfe, Cheyenne Wood, Al-
lie Zwerling
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ONLINE AUCTION
Country Home with Creek Frontage for Sale in Woolwine, VA

Online Auction Ends Tuesday, November 26th at 4 PM
9711 Woolwine Hwy., Woolwine, VA 24185

Bid NOW at VAAuctionPro.com
Looking for an ideal home in the Woolwine 
area of Patrick County? Look no further 
than this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home that 
is located right across the road from the 
Woolwine Post Office. This 1998 home is 
in good condition and features 1,568 sq 
ft of living space with a full, unfinished 
walkout basement. The electric heat pump 
ensures comfort year round. You will find 
a mix of carpet, hardwood, laminate hard-
wood and vinyl flooring throughout. The 
appliances in kitchen convey with pur-
chase. The ceiling stain in the back bed-
room is from a previous leak and has been fixed. Home is being sold “as is” and any 
personal property items remaining will convey with purchase.

Downstairs you will find a full walkout basement, with concrete floors and a cinder block 
foundation. The garage downstairs makes for a great work space or vehicle storage. The 
exterior of the home is finished with vinyl siding with brick to grade and a shingle roof. 
Home is served by a private well and septic system. The 2 outbuildings are great for extra 
storage or a workshop. The building right behind the home is a 24x24 wood sided shed 
with electricity and a loft. The second building is a 54 x 28 wood sided 3 car garage with a 
metal roof with water and electricity.

The home sits on +/- 5.231 acres with Gills Creek flowing across the back side of the prop-
erty. Home is right across the road from the Post Office and is within sight of Woolwine 
Elementary School and the Dollar Store. It is also within a short commute of Stuart VA, 
Floyd VA and the Blue Ridge Parkway. Sale is subject to court approval.

CONTACT: Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or email 
Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com. You can also contact Realtor Darrell 

Hylton at 540-250-0850 or email dwh@swva.net

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24901
Lic#2907004059

(540) 745-2005
VAAuctionPro.com

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money De-
posit of $5,000 is required on the day of sale. Close on or before January 10th, 2025. Subject to seller confirmation and court 
approval. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence before 
placing a bid. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on November 26th, 2024. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, 
if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure 
you receive notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download 
Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

PREVIEW DATE: Saturday, November 16th at 11 AM

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Business & Employment Notice
Town of Stuart

The Town of Stuart, VA is preparing to carry out the Stuart Downtown Revitalization Project 
through the use of Virginia Community Development Block Grant Funds.  In the implementation of 
this project the following job types may be available:

Administrative and Professional Services
1. Project Manager
2. Grant Administrator
3. Financial Analyst
4. Community Development Coordinator
5. Administrative Assistant 

Technical and Engineering
1. Civil Engineer
2. Structural Engineer
3. Environmental Engineer
4. Architect
5. Draftsman
6. Inspector (Building, Electrical, Plumbing)
7. Geotechnical Engineer
8. Urban Planner

Construction and Trades
1. General Laborer
2. Carpenter
3. Electrician
4. Mason
5. Concrete Finisher
6. Heavy Equipment Operator
7. Painter
8. Welder
6. HVAC Technician
7. Surveyor
8. Site Supervisor
9. Safety O�cer

In carrying out this project the Town of Stuart, VA, its contractors and subcontractors will, to the 
greatest extent feasible, utilize quali�ed persons who permanently reside within Patrick County for 
employment and training positions. 

All job openings will be listed with the local o�ce of the Virginia Employment Commission. 
Persons quali�ed for the jobs listed should register at the following location: 

Virginia Employment Commission – Martinsville
233 West Commonwealth Blvd.
Martinsville, VA 24112
Phone: 276 634-3600
Fax: 276 632-9425

Additionally, the following contracts and procurements will/may be made:

•      Stuart Downtown Revitalization Project
 •  Design & Architectural Services
 •  Environmental Services
 •  Structural Deck Removal & Disposal
 •  Business Enhancement & Improvement Projects 
 •  Stuart Downtown Façade Improvement Project
 •  Stuart Farmers’ Market Improvements 

The Town of Stuart, VA will, to the greatest extent feasible, use businesses located in and owned by 
persons residing in Patrick County.

Any person residing or �rm located in the above named localities may request to participate in 
procurement opportunities associated with this project by contacting the following person within 
ten (10) days of this notice: 

Bryce M. Simmons, PE
Stuart Town Manager
100 Patrick Avenue
PO Box 422
Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-3811
(276) 694-2583 (fax)
Information@stuartva.org 

Written requests should include the name, address, product or service and phone number. 
All above-referenced procurements will be made on a competitive basis.  The names of businesses 
who respond to this notice will be included on procurement lists for this project. Names of job 
seekers will be given to contractors.

Superintendent is guest 
speaker at meeting

Jason Wood, Superintendent of Patrick County 
Schools, was guest speaker at the Patrick County 
Retired Teachers meeting held September 16.  The 
meeting was held at the Landmark Center where 
the group enjoyed a meal prepared by the staff.  

Mr. Wood commented on new career and techni-
cal programs that have been added to high school 
curriculum; new resources available in the new 
school board building that were not available be-

fore; the total cost to 
purchase and renovate 
the new school board 
office; and money avail-
able through grants and 
government programs 
that will directly benefit 
students.  He addressed 
the fact that teachers 
receive training that en-
compasses ways to teach 
all students of varying 
ability levels within the 
same heterogeneous 
classroom.  

New enrichment and 
remedial programs, 
such as the Cougar Time 
Block, have been added 
at the high school.  The 
Marketplace in the base-
ment of the new school 
board building houses 

the food services program where meals can be or-
dered, and a large meeting room will be available.  
Volunteer opportunities are always available at 
the high school.  There are opportunities for all stu-
dents.

Following Mr. Wood’s presentation, the retired 
teachers held a necrology service for Jean Gilley, a 
member who recently passed away.  Plans for proj-
ects to be carried out by the group were finalized. 
PCRTA donates for graduation attire, birthday 
bags for Blue Ridge Therapy, to PARC Workshop, 
Developmental Center, and to a retired teachers’ 
scholarship.

The retired teachers book club is open to the pub-
lic and meets every third Wednesday at the library 
at 11 a.m.

Patrick County Schools Superintendent Jason Wood

Winners of scarecrow contest announced

First Place: Tax Scarecrow by Visit Patrick County, VA 
Treasurers’ office with 27 percent of the vote.

Second Place: Piedmont Community Services with their 
Piedmont Peanuts display at 15 percent of the vote.

Third Place: West Piedmont Planning District Commission 
with their Moonshine Mountain Spirits Heritage Trail with 
13 percent of the vote.
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Questions? Buy It Now?? 
 
Call Johnny Lambert  
(276) 952-5502  
 jlambert@swva.net  
 
Bill Baker  
(434) 917-0778  
billbakerauctioneer@gmail.com 

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE TO MEET

The next meeting of the Patrick County Special 
Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) will be held at 
4:00 pm on Tuesday, November 19, 2024 at the Patrick 
County School Board O�ce in the conference room, 
Stuart, Virginia.

This meeting is open to the public.  Anyone who wishes 
to be placed on the agenda should contact Andy 
Bowlin, Director of Special Education at 276-694-3163 
by noon on November 19, 2024.                                          

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Historical Society & Museum to hold annual meeting
By John Reynolds
On Sunday, November 17, at 2:30 p.m., the 

annual general membership meeting of the Pat-
rick County Historical Society & Museum will 
feature local author Larry Hopkins as guest 
speaker. Larry will present “Milepost 75: From 
Taylorsville to Stuart - By Rail,” in which he will 
discuss the arrival of the ‘’Dick & Willie” rail-
road into Patrick County and explore how that 
helped to shape and develop the village of Tay-

lorsville into the town of Stuart. 
The program, to be held in the museum at 116 

West Blue Ridge Street in Uptown Stuart, will 
feature photos and other memorabilia Hopkins 
has collected over many years.

Born in Patrick County, Hopkins resided in 
the town of Stuart for almost 50 years where he 
and his wife Eva raised their two sons, Josh and 
Ryan. After studying engineering at Virginia 
Tech, Larry received a BA from Mars Hill Col-

lege and returned to Patrick County where he 
developed a strong interest in local history. 

After pursuing family history and other local 
interests, his research eventually led to rail-
roading, particularly the Danville & Western 
Railway Company, better known locally as the 
“Dick and Willie.” Fascinated with its history 
and narrow gauge railroading, Larry spent more 
than two decades

collecting facts, photos, and memorabilia per-
taining to this local legend. In 2017 he published 
a history of the Dick & Willie Railway that con-
tained much of the information he had compiled. 
The book soon sold out and more copies were or-
dered, but due to various delays, including the 
death of his publisher,

the book has only recently been republished in 
a softcover edition.

Larry has shared his knowledge of the D&W 
on several occasions at local and state sponsored 
events. In 2001, he was the guest speaker for 
the annual meeting of the Southern Railway 
Historical Society, and the following year, he 
spoke about the D&W at the 22nd Annual Na-
tional Narrow Gauge Railroad Convention held 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Hopkins is President Emeritus of the Board of 
Directors of the Patrick County Historical Soci-
ety and Museum, and previously served on the 
Board of Directors of the Mt. Airy Museum of 
Regional History in Mt. Airy, NC. When he was 
not researching and collecting railroad history, 
Larry had a successful

career in human resources for over 40 years. 
He is currently enjoying retirement with his 
wife Eva at their home in Stuart, Va., but has 
never lost his fascination with the beloved Dick 
& Willie and its remarkable history.

Veterans honored for service, dedication

The service and selfless dedication of local veterans were honored last week during the annual Veterans Parade. (Contributed photos)


