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Tensions flare at board meeting amid 
calls for transparency and accountability

By Taylor Boyd
Concerns about communication and 

accountability reached a boiling point 
at the Nov. 18 meeting of the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors, with 
some board members often talking 
over residents during the public com-
ment period, despite earlier calls by 
the chairman for civility and respect. 

“Is this power of thee or is this pow-
er of me,” Valerie Loy asked at one 
point of the three minutes she and 
other residents are allotted to address 
the board. She noted the rules read 
before public comment also include a 
section directing residents to address 
the board and not individual board 
members. 

“This is stereotyping everybody on 
the board. Reasoning, chairman Doug 
Perry was upset with several citizens 
for questioning him that the county is 
$29.7 million in debt, which he contin-
ues to deny. It’s still on the website, 
you can look it up,” she said.

Loy said Perry requests residents to 
give respectful comments with no per-
sonal attacks or insulting remarks. 
Individuals can also be removed from 
the speaker’s chair for breaking the 
rules.

“Some of us citizens come to the 
board with concerns over the inmates 
at the Transfer Station only to be ig-
nored and we were told with pictures 

All of the seats were full, and several people were standing at the November 18 Board 
of Supervisors meeting.

Board greenlights Revolutionary 
War Monument, tackles FCC petition 

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors addressed a request to pe-
tition the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) for a market 
modification to Patrick County’s 
satellite network during its meet-
ing on Monday, Nov. 18, and later 
approved the installation of a Rev-
olutionary War Soldiers Monument 
at the Stuart branch of the Blue 
Ridge Library and Patrick County 
Museum.

FCC Petition Request
Richard Landis, of Stuart, asked 

the board to petition the FCC to 
allow Patrick County residents to 
access Virginia-based news and 
weather through satellite providers 
like Dish and DirecTV.

“Right now, for most of us that 
currently (have) satellite, wheth-
er it’s Dish or Direct, we only get 
news from North Carolina. We live 
in Virginia. I don’t need North Car-
olina news; I’d really rather hear 
what’s happening in Virginia,” 
Landis said.

Landis noted this issue dates 
back to the 1960s when the FCC 
established broadcast zones. At the 
time, mountainous terrain blocked 
antenna reception of Virginia sta-
tions, forcing reliance on North 
Carolina programming.

“With satellite, we no longer” face 
that issue. “So, we should be able to 
get our own state’s news,” he said, 

emphasizing that Virginia weath-
er warnings, political updates, and 
other local news are currently inac-
cessible to residents.

If approved, Landis said the solu-
tion would involve only redirecting 
satellite dishes. “That’s it. There’s 
no other thing that has to be done 
except change the direction the an-
tennas are pointed,” he said.

Doug Perry, chairman, and of 
the Smith River District, said “He’s 

Patrick County Historical Society President 
John Reynolds discussed the new 
monument.

Mountain sky in autumn

Tammy Franklin shared a recent photo from the mountain entitled “Harvest Sunset.”

Leaders highlight community 
projects at annual luncheon
By Taylor Boyd
Eight speakers shared updates on 

community initiatives and organiza-
tional goals during the Patrick Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Lunch with Leaders event on Nov. 
20. The gathering, held in collabora-
tion with the Reynolds Homestead, 
featured a catered lunch provided by 
Food Country USA and drew more 
than 20 attendees.

Blue Ridge Parkway Founda-
tion

Kevin Brandt, Virginia Develop-
ment Director for the foundation, 
outlined the organization’s efforts to 
strengthen connections between the 
parkway and surrounding communi-
ties. Highlighting the Blue Ridge Ris-
ing initiative, Brandt emphasized the 
importance of engaging localities and 
enhancing visitor access to gateway 
communities like Stuart and Mead-
ows of Dan.

“We went out to all 29 counties” 
along the parkway “and asked what 
is important to your community, and 
then had regional meetings, and prob-
ably almost 1,000 people participated 
in either county meetings or online or 
at the regional meetings,” he said.

Brandt said there was consensus 
among all the counties on what was 
important to them and what could be 
done to improve their quality of life, 
economic plight, and overall connec-
tion to the parkway.

“When you think about people com-
ing from outside the area, they’re not 

staying in the parkway anymore. 
These gateways that are represented 
by places like Stuart, Meadows of Dan 
are really how people are able to travel 
the entire length of the parkway,” he 
said.

From various studies, Brandt said 
the foundation knows that 90 percent 
of the people who visit the parkway do 
so for the views. “But they need places 

Patrick County Economic Development 
& Tourism Director James Houchins was 
among the eight speakers to participate in 
the annual Lunch with Leaders event.

Local author debuts fiction novel 

By Taylor Boyd
Linda “L.C.” Maxie released 

her debut fiction novel, “The Rob-
in’s Nest,” last summer. The book, 
which she plans to turn into at least 
a trilogy, belongs to the paranormal 
women’s fiction genre.

Maxie got the idea for the book af-
ter learning about the cozy fantasy 
genre. “I was a traditional librari-
an and always knew about the big 
genres like fantasy, sci-fi, realistic 
fiction, but I had never heard of 
these tiny sub-genres. When I heard 
about cozy fantasy, I thought, ‘that 
sounds really cool,’” she said.

The idea for the book came to 
Maxie almost fully formed. “I had 
to tweak a few things, but after 
talking to some book coaches, they 
told me, ‘oh no, your book is not cozy 
fantasy, this is paranormal wom-
en’s fiction.’ When I looked into it, I 
realized they were right. I followed 
the genre conventions pretty close-
ly,” she said.

In paranormal women’s fiction, 
the main character is typically a 
woman over 40 who is either di-
vorced or suddenly widowed and 
doesn’t know what to do with her-
self. Maxie’s book follows this trope. 

“The character often moves to 
a new place and discovers it’s in-
habited by paranormal creatures. 
These books are often dark and 
snarky, featuring vampires, were-
wolves, and the like, and the main 
character discovers she has magical 
abilities herself,” she explained.

In “The Robin’s Nest,” Harper 
Wood, a 57-year-old widow, is the 
main character. “Harper always felt 
like an appendage to her wealthy 
husband and didn’t know what to 
do with herself after his death. She 
goes on vacation to a mythical town 
I created called Whippoorwill Gap 
in the North Carolina mountains. 
She hated living in Raleigh,” Maxie 
said.

While in Whippoorwill Gap, 
Harper falls in love with the town 
and a forlorn used bookshop that 
had been closed for over a year. “It’s 
for sale, and she feels compelled to 
buy it. She moves to the town and 
discovers the bookshop is inhabit-
ed by fairies. That’s the basic story, 
but there’s much more to it after 
she finds the fairies,” Maxie said.

Although “The Robin’s Nest” is 
the first in a series, its ending can 
stand alone or lead to a sequel. “This 
is my first novel, and I’m learning 
to write as I go. The series is called 
the Whippoorwill Gap Paranormal 
Women’s Fiction series,” she said.

Every book will be based in Whip-
poorwill Gap and feature the same 
trope of fairies. Harper will appear 
in every book, either as the main 
character or a side character. Maxie 
also wrote a short story about how 
the fairies came to be in the book-
store, which is available for free on 
her website, lcmaxie.com.

Maxie said writing the book was 
the most fun she has ever had. “I 
absolutely love it. I’ve written the 
second one now and am revising it. 
I keep reading books on how to im-
prove my craft, and I find it fasci-
nating and fun,” she said.

Her second book, “Lady Slip-
pers,” is set to be released in March 
2025. The book will follow Harper’s 
28-year-old daughter, and the title 
comes from the wildflower lady slip-
per.

Maxie’s book was also featured in 
Not Your Mother’s Book Club at the 
Patrick County Library earlier this 
month, where she discussed her 
book with attendees.

“The Robin’s Nest” is available 
as a print book on Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble, and her website, lcmaxie.
com. The eBook version is currently 
available only on Amazon.

Linda “L.C.” Maxie published her first  
paranormal women’s fiction (PWF) book last 
summer.

“The Robin’s Nest” is the first book in the 
Whippoorwill Gap PWF series.
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School Security Equipment 
Grants awarded to local divisions

The Virginia De-
partment of Education 
announced $12 mil-
lion in School Security 
Equipment Grants were 
awarded to 96 school di-
visions and 472 schools 
to help protect students, 
faculty and staff, and 
visitors.  

Henry County was 
awarded $244,000 for 
Fieldale-Collinsville 
Middle, G.W. Carver 
Elementary, and Laurel 
Park Middle schools. 

Patrick County re-
ceived $77,098, Mead-
ows of Dan Elementary, 
Patrick County High, 
and Patrick Springs Pri-
mary schools.

Martinsville City re-
ceived $112,895, Albert 
Harris Elementary, 
Clearview Early Learn-
ing Center, Martinsville 
High, Martinsville Mid-
dle, and Patrick Henry 
Elementary schools.

Most of the equipment 
applied and approved 
for purchase include 
voice and video inter-
nal communication sys-
tems, mass notification 
systems, security card 
access systems, visitor 
ID badging systems, 
surveillance cameras, 
two-way radios, security 
vestibules, interior bus 
cameras, and bus two-
way radios. The 2024-
2025 school year grants 
have been awarded on a 
competitive basis, with 
each awarded school 
divisions eligible to re-

ceive grant awards up to 
$250,000. 

The 472 schools were 
awarded funds based on 
a rank ordering of ap-
plications’ point total on 
the competitive applica-
tion criteria. The criteria 
developed by VDOE and 
the Virginia Depart-
ment of Criminal Jus-
tice Services gives pri-
ority to schools most in 
need of modern security 
equipment, schools with 
relatively high numbers 
of offenses, schools with 
equipment needs identi-
fied by a school security 
audit, and schools in di-
visions least able to af-
ford security upgrades.  

“The equipment 
purchased with these 
grants will help ensure 
the safety of all students 
and staff in Virginia’s 
public schools,” said Su-
perintendent of Public 
Instruction Lisa Coons. 
“Every child deserves a 
high-quality education 
experience, one where 
they can deeply focus 
on learning and grow-
ing the minute they 
step onto a school bus or 
pass through the doors 
of their school. These 
grants help create safe, 
supportive environ-
ments, both on school 
grounds and while trav-
eling to and from school.”

Beef Products Recalled 
Due to Possible E. Coli 
Wolverine Packing Co., a Detroit, 

Mich. establishment, is recalling 
approximately 167,277 pounds of 
ground beef products that may be 
contaminated with E. coli O157:H7, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Food Safety and In-
spection Service (FSIS).

The fresh products have a “use by” 
date of 11/14/2024 and the frozen 
products are labeled with production 
date 10 22 24. The products subject 
to recall bear establishment num-
ber “EST. 2574B” inside the USDA 
mark of inspection. 

These items were shipped to 
restaurant locations nationwide. 

Anyone concerned about an illness 
should contact a healthcare provid-
er. E. coli O157:H7 is a potentially 
deadly bacterium that can cause 
dehydration, bloody diarrhea and 
abdominal cramps 2–8 days (3–4 
days, on average) after exposure the 
organism. While most people recover 
within a week, some develop a type 
of kidney failure called hemolytic 
uremic syndrome (HUS). This condi-
tion can occur among people of any 

age but is most common in children 
under 5-years old and older adults. 
It is marked by easy bruising, pal-
lor, and decreased urine output. Peo-
ple who experience these symptoms 
should seek emergency medical care 
immediately.

FSIS is concerned that some prod-
uct may be in restaurant refriger-
ators or freezers. Restaurants are 
urged not to serve these products. 
These products should be thrown 
away or returned to the place of pur-
chase.

Consumers with questions can 
contact Don Tanner, company repre-
sentative, at (248) 762-1533.

Consumers with food safe-
ty questions can call the toll-free 
USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 
888-MPHotline (888-674-6854) or 
send a question via email to MPHo-
tline@usda.gov. For consumers that 
need to report a problem with a 
meat, poultry, or egg product, the 
online Electronic Consumer Com-
plaint Monitoring System can be 
accessed 24 hours a day at https://
foodcomplaint.fsis.usda.gov/eCCF/.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Pets of the Week

These pretty sisters 
are just a year old. They 
are owner surrenders 
that need homes as soon as possible. They have 
the sweetest faces and are both well behaved.  

Adoption fees are $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and a rabies vaccination. To see all available 
pets, please visit the Patrick County Public Ani-
mal Shelter (PCPAS), or its Facebook page. 

The Patrick Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) 
provides financial assistance for Patrick resi-
dents to have their dogs spayed and neutered. 
Contact the groups at paws@swva.net or (276) 
694-2378 for more information.

Wines are 30% off

COME SEE USCOME SEE US
BLACK FRIDAYBLACK FRIDAY

& SATURDAY& SATURDAY

158 Conner Dr.   •   Stuart, VA   •   276-694-7074   •   stanburn.com

Come spend the afternoon with us on Black Friday or Small Business 
Saturday from Noon to 4:00pm each day. This will be our last 
Thanksgiving opening, so don’t miss out. We want to thank you all for 
supporting our business, but most importantly, we want to thank you all 
for supporting us through the most difficult time of our lives almost five 
years ago. We are blessed to have you all as friends.  

November 29-30 • Noon - 4pm

Excludes Cider and Last Call

The Bustique thrift/
antique/gift bus will be 
set up on Saturday for 
additional shopping.

Nominations open for 
Secret Santa program
Nominations are now being accept-

ed for the Patrick County Secret San-
ta program, made possible due to the 
generosity of an anonymous donor. The 
chamber was given a fund to give three 
Patrick County citizens a $1,000 Christ-
mas bonus. A random drawing will be 
held to pick the winners.

To be eligible for the drawing, employ-
ees must have worked for a company, 
organization, business, or county de-
partment or office for at least two years 
and make $48,000 or less and meet the 
criteria listed below. Also, with several 
new businesses opening in the county, 
some of which have not been in oper-
ation for two years, if your business is 
less than two years old, an employee 
who has worked for you the majority of 
the time you have been open is eligible 
for the bonus if the employee meets the 
other requirements, which are:

1. Be a Patrick County resident.
2. Have worked for a Patrick Coun-

ty company, organization, business, or 
county department or office for a mini-
mum of 28 hours per week for two years 
or, in the case of a new business less 
than two years old, worked the majority 
of the time since opening.

3. Make $48,000 per year or less.
4. No more than 30 entries per com-

pany, organization, business, or county 
department/office.

5. Entries must be submitted using 
the Google Form by business owners, 
human resources, or supervisors. No 
family or friend nominations.

6. Only one winner per company, or-
ganization, business, or county depart-
ment/office.

7. Business owners are not eligible.
8. Past winners are not eligible.
The validity of all entries will be the 

responsibility of the employer submit-
ting the entry and will not be the obliga-
tion of the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce to verify, though the Cham-
ber may contact a place of employment 
to confirm eligibility. The contest will 
begin on November 22. All entries must 
be received no later than 5 p.m. on De-
cember 13. 

A random drawing will be held on 
December 15. Winners will be notified 
through the company or organization 
submitting the entry and checks will be 
delivered during work hours. Contact 
the chamber office at (276) 694-6012 if 
you have any questions. Nominations 
will only be accepted through our online 
form at https://bit.ly/pcsecretsanta24, or 
visit the chamber’s Facebook page to ac-
cess the form. 

Stuart woman held without bond
A Stuart woman has been arrested 

and charged with arson, according to 
Patrick County Sheriff Dan Smith.  

On November 21st at approximate-
ly 2:35 p.m., the Patrick County 911 
Center received a call about a struc-
ture fire at 3952 Wayside Road in 
Stuart. Multiple Fire Departments 
throughout the county responded to 
fight the fire. 

Investigators from the sheriff’s 
office allege that the fire was set in-
tentionally in the occupied home and 
were able to obtain evidence that 
supported arson.  

Crystal Ann Dixon, 40, of 3952 
Wayside Road, was charged with ar-
son, according to the sheriff.  

“Trash inside of the home was 
allegedly intentionally set on fire, 
causing extensive damage,” Smith 
said, adding “everyone inside of the 
home was able to evacuate without 
injury.”  

Smith praised the responding 
volunteer firefighters for their re-
sponse. “I would put our volunteers 
up against anyone out there, they 
are the best in my opinion.”

Dixon is being held in the Patrick 
County Jail without bond.  

Crystal Dixon
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and videos by Mr. Marshall that this 
stuff was not true, and it was.”

When residents come to the board 
with concerns, Loy said they are shot 
down.

“But Mr. Perry, you called people li-
ars, and you called me ignorant. Yes, 
you did. You can listen back, and I to-
tally resent that, and that’s very un-
comfortable,” she said.

Perry, of the Smith River District, 
and Steve Marshall, of the Blue Ridge 
District, repeatedly engaged with res-
idents during public comment.

Mike DeCapp cited a recent Enter-
prise article, which quoted a board 
member saying, “If people raise a 
fuss, we’ll change our mind.” DeCapp 
called the remark emblematic of a 
lack of openness to public input.

Those words “came off the page and 
hit me like a punch in the face. That 
does not speak well to the board’s re-
ceptiveness to listen to ideas from the 
citizens. That’s really unfortunate, 
there’s a lot of intelligent, thoughtful 
people in this county that are every 
bit as passionate about it as you are,” 
he said.

Their positions, even if in opposition 
to the supervisors, at least deserve 
fair consideration, DeCapp said, add-
ing some residents experienced not 
receiving this to some extent during 
solar facilities discussions.

“I was told once by a longtime res-
ident of this county - by the time the 
public hears about it it’s already a 
done deal, and I’m starting to think 
that statement carries some merit. 
I hope that certain members of the 
board for the duration of their term 
can find it within themselves to at 
least give the citizens opinions the 
considerate that they so richly de-
serve,” he said.

After DeCapp finished speaking, 
Perry said more of that happens that 
it appears.

“I know rumor control and that arti-
cle in the paper (The Enterprise) was 
basically tabloidish and… it was not 
accurate,” he said to the uproar of the 
audience. 

“By your own rules this is not ques-
tion and answer,” Trena Anderson 
said.

“Trena let the man speak! You don’t 
talk over people,” Steve Marshall 
yelled over Anderson.

“Hey! Time out! Stop, stop, stop 
please, please. So, I’m just saying that 
we do listen, and we do hear, and we 
weigh the ins and outs, and a lot of 
that, it doesn’t come across,” Perry 
said.

During his allotted time to speak, 
Gilbert said after reading the Nov. 13 
edition of The Enterprise he got in-
quisitive.

“As you said it was tabloid informa-
tion, here’s all the texts that you all 
have been corresponding. I got every 
one of them, and I’m disgusted. I am 
very disgusted. This ain’t tabloid, this 
is fact,” Gilbert said, while slamming 
his hand on the binder full of text 
messages in front of him.

He said the supervisors need to quit 
spinning what they say and backstab-
bing other members and get a back-
bone.

“Our county administrator … I 
don’t know who works for who? I 
don’t know if she works for y’all or if 
y’all work for her, but I’m not happy. 
And yes, in the hall I have said” an 
employee “needs to be fired,” Gilbert 
said.

“No, you were cussing her,” Mar-
shall said, interrupting Gilbert.

“I don’t need a comment from you! 
This is my time,” Gilbert yelled.

“Your time’s running. Go, please,” 
Perry said to Gilbert.

During her three minutes, Ander-
son said she was grateful The En-
terprise “chose to expose some of the 
activities of this board for all to see.” 

A public body is not required to 
charge for Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) information, Anderson 
said, and asked the board to reim-
burse “the outrageous fee that the 
county administration charged for 
your attorney, J. Fitzgerald. Fitzger-
ald should know an attorney is an in-

termediary, thus this time should be 
charged to the board, and not to The 
Enterprise,” she said.

Anderson said the current board 
adopted Rules of Procedure in Jan-
uary, which don’t specifically cover 
public comment.

“You need to review them and clar-
ify that. Section 5-4 of your Rules of 
Procedure Prohibited Conduct: Per-
sons appearing before the board will 
not be allowed to #2 use language 
which insults or demeans any person 
which when directed at a public offi-
cial or employee is not related to his 
official duties. However, citizens have 
the right to comment on performance 
conduct and qualifications of public 
figures,” she said.

Anderson said this blows Perry’s 
“unconstitutional rules for public 
comment right out of the water.”

She also cited Section 8-2 of the 
county’s Rule of Procedure: Amending 
Rules of Procedure, which states that 
the adoption of amendments shall re-
quire an affirmative vote of the major-
ity of the board.

“There was no discussion on these 
rules nor was there a vote,” Ander-
son said. “Once again, this current 
board failed to follow your own rules 
and procedures when you sought to 
silence the public comment in June. 
Mr. Perry and Ms. Simms (county ad-
ministrator) violated those new rules 
immediately during that first meeting 
in June right after reading them to 
the public,” she said.

Anderson said it’s obvious when 
reading Perry’s texts and emails to 
other supervisors that he “lacks tact, 
management skills, and following 
rules and orders.”

“The manner in which Mr. Perry 
speaks down to women during meet-
ing in this room and in his written 
communications is disgusting and de-
grading. Mr. Perry and Mr. Marshall 
have sat here in this room and called 
citizens ‘liars’ and ‘stupid’ during 
meetings,” she said.

The behavior of some supervisors 
shows blatant disrespect for taxpay-
ers, other supervisors, laws, proce-
dures, and transparency, Anderson 
said.

“You work for us. You should imme-
diately resign your positions on this 
board and save taxpayers the expense 
and time of removing you. Many of us 
have no trust, respect nor confidence 
in this board,” Anderson said.

The responsibilities and objectives 
of the Facilities Director, a newly cre-
ated and filled position, fall in line 
with those of the County Administra-
tor’s position, which has a six-figure 
salary, Karen DeCapp said.

“When the most major issue to face 
this county for months is a solar facil-
ity buying hundreds of mountain land 
for which the company withdraws 
and the response of the CA (County 
Administrator) is ‘I didn’t ask why.’ 
This exposes utter incompetence or 
lack of transparency it could be one, 
or sadly both,” she said.

Karen DeCapp said a pattern’s 
emerging of the county hiring for 
high-paying administrative positions 
and providing them with county vehi-
cles.

“As the CA works and assists with 
the goals of the board, I would ask is 
this is the change in growth you’re 
striving for? With the new hires being 
from outside the county and seem-
ingly from the same county, a county 
which has three times the population 
and half of the poverty rate, this is an 
insult to not only the struggling PC 
(Patrick County) taxpayers but the 
dedicated, hardworking PC employ-
ees,” she said.

If the hiring judgements continue, 
Karen DeCapp believes the personal 
property tax rate will have to be in-
creased to fund them.

“Now with the conduct of BOS 
(Board of Supervisors) being revealed, 
I want to thank The Enterprise… for 
their honorable commitment to pro-
vide truth to the citizens of PC. To 
BOS, you know who you are, this con-
tinual embracing of deceitful, D.C. 
tactics to go behind the backs and 

against the will of your own voters to 
the detriment of the county taxpayers 
short of resignation, I would urge the 
board to release the current CA and 
make an amendment to have the CA 
become an elected position,” she said.

Kurt Bozenmayer also noted the 
state of communication between the 
county administration and the public.

“I have addressed the board of su-
pervisors on this issue several times 
over the past few years, and I am 
disappointed to find that the state 
of communication has grown worse 
over that time, rather than improved. 
The recent issue of The Enterprise, 
containing extensive quotations from 
supervisor e-mails and an article on 
restriction of communication between 
supervisors and county employees, 
seems to highlight the deterioration,” 
he said.

Recent “hot button” issues like solar 
facility applications, the hospital is-
sue, and Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) budget crisis, Bozenmayer said 
only emphasize how much residents 
are being disenfranchised by rumor 
and innuendo, “rather than obtaining 
honest and reliable information from 
the county administration.”

Bozenmayer noted he’s advocated 
for the county to place a short week-
ly column in The Enterprise to give 
accurate, factual information on the 
issues the county’s facing.

“At this time, I feel that we need 
more open communication between 
the administration and the public, 
and for that matter more open com-
munication within the county ad-
ministration itself, rather than a lot 
of behind-the-scenes e-mails and re-
strictions on county employees speak-
ing to supervisors and/or the press. 
Please consider this an urgent issue 
for action soon,” Bozenmayer said.

As a business owner, Vance Agee 
said the county is a business. 

When times became tough and cuts 
needed to be made, Agee said took his 
salary cut first as he “wasn’t entitled 
to it if it doesn’t exist.”

“Therefore, 50 percent reduction in 
my salary to run this business and try 
to keep it afloat and keep everybody 
employed, I took the hit. So, when it’s 
in the red you close up shop,” he said.

As supervisors, Agee said they’re 
duly elected to manage these affairs.

“We need to do it internally and re-
spectfully look for any waste and in-
efficiencies, and I didn’t see anybody 
in here in the administration take a 
hickey on it. Fixed income, you man-
age with what you’ve got, I think our 
budget needs to be managed accord-
ingly,” he said, adding he believes the 
county’s budget needs to be cut.

Following the meeting’s public com-
ment period, Perry took a moment to 
clarify his comment about The Enter-
prise story he previously called “tab-
loidish.”

“The difference between news and 
tabloid - When an article is written 
and it leads the reader to a conclusion 
that the editor is going for - that’s 
tabloid, and that’s what this article 
did.  Mr. Gilbert, yes, I’m not denying 
texts, emails and I’ll stand behind ev-
erything I sent, and I feel they were 
very professional,” he said.

Perry said if he had been asked, 

“hey, Mr. Perry in this email you said 
blah, blah, blah, what was that in 
context, what did you mean, what’s 
the specifics. None of that was done, 
it was an opinionated article that was 
very one-sided and very misleading,” 
he said.

Perry then told the audience they 
gave their opinions, this was his opin-
ion, and it was time to move on with 
the meeting.

The often heated exchanges contin-
ued after the meeting, with one board 
member asking a resident to repeat 
an allegedly previously made state-
ment.

As he left the meeting, Steve Mar-
shall, of the Blue Ridge District, was 
questioned about a text message he 
sent to Perry after the October 21 
meeting. The 9:25 p.m. text stated 
in part that there were discussions 
in the hallway during closed session 
“brain storming on how to fire” a 
county employee “and getting the rest 
of the public fired up.” 

Marshall named Galen Gilbert 
as one of the residents involved. He 
added that his wife, Donna Marshall, 
relayed the hallway conversation to 
him. “I got it from someone I trust.” 

Gilbert noted that he was standing 
outside in a group at that meeting. 

Donna Marshall was not part of 
the group that was talking, and stood 
some distance away.

“I didn’t put any names, but you 
were the one who was cussing, and 
frankly I’m anxious to see if you have 
the, I should say balls, the intestinal 
fortitude to confront the woman your-
self instead of talking behind her back 
and calling her a liar and a thief, and 
naming names and literally cussing 
her,” Steve Marshall said to Gilbert.

“Who called her a thief,” Gilbert 
asked.

“You did,” Steve Marshall said.
“I don’t think so,” Gilbert replied.
“One hundred percent you did, I 

was standing right there,” Steve Mar-
shall said.

“No, you wasn’t,” Gilbert replied.
“Yes. You said she was a liar and 

a thief, and she tried to steal Wo-
odridge,” Steve Marshall said.

“I said she tried to steal Jeb Stuart 
Rescue (Squad). Jeb Stuart Rescue, 
get your story right if you’re going to 
tell it,” Gilbert said as Steve Marshall 
walked away.  Earlier in the meeting, 
Marshall made a motion to appoint 
Steve Ferring to the Planning Com-
mission. The motion died for lack of 
a second.

The meeting marked Jane Fulk’s 
last as the interim supervisor repre-
senting the Dan River District. No 
one on the board acknowledged Fulk’s 
last meeting or her service to the 
county. 

Andrew Overby was elected the su-
pervisor of the Dan River District in 
the special election held in November. 
His first meeting will be on December 
9, beginning at 6 p.m.

The November meeting can 
be viewed at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8YffXNcFAzI, or Facebook.
com/TheEnterprise.

The second part of the meeting, 
which included the board coming out 
of closed session, did not appear to be 
available on YouTube.

Tensions Flare
(cont. from page 1)

Steve Marshall (left), who represents the Blue Ridge District, interrupted Galen Gilbert 
during his public comment time.

Mike DeCapp Trena Anderson

Doug Perry, board chairman and representative of the Smith River District. 
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Thanksgiving
Households through-

out the Ninth District, 
our greater common-
wealth and the coun-
try are preparing for 
Thanksgiving.

Discussions are 
occurring over the 
method of cooking the 
Thanksgiving turkey 
and ensuring enough 
of the right food is 
available. The dining 
room table is orga-
nized for a feast, and 
maybe even a guest 
bedroom or couch is 
tidied up for incoming 
family.

On Sundays around 
Thanksgiving, it is 
customary to hear the 
hymn “We Gather To-
gether” in churches.

The Christian song’s 
history is rooted in the 
Dutch war of libera-
tion against the king 
of Spain. The Spanish 
were strong support-
ers of Roman Cathol-
icism. The Spanish 
king was attempting 
to restrict the Protes-
tant Dutch from exer-
cising their faith and 
gathering at places of 
worship.

The Dutch were en-
gulfed in years and 
years of battles.

In reference to the 
struggles of the Dutch 
people during this 
time, the hymn reads: 
“the wicked oppress-
ing now cease from 
distressing...Let thy 
congregation escape 
tribulation.”

The hymn under-
scores the importance 
of community and 
faith centered around 
the Lord.

Meanwhile, people 
in England dealt with 
domestic problems of 
their own. Overpopu-
lation with no room in 
the peerage for second, 
third and fourth sons, 
coupled with concerns 
of an overbearing gov-
ernment, caused peo-
ple to reconsider their 
lifestyle options. Ea-
ger to improve their 
lives, the New World 
presented an opportu-
nity for renewed for-
tune, promise and of-
ten religious freedom.

In 1607, the first 
permanent English 
settlement at James-
town was founded in 
the colony of Virginia.

In 1619, others fol-
lowed suit. That Sep-
tember, Captain John 
Woodlief and 36 men 
embarked on their 
own journey to Vir-
ginia. They battled 
stormy conditions sail-
ing aboard the Good 
Ship Margaret from 
Bristol, England.

The wearied sail-
ors and passengers 
arrived at their desti-
nation in December. 
They founded Berke-
ley Hundred, a set-
tlement further up 
the James River from 
Jamestown.

Arrival at their co-
lonial destination fol-
lowing the months-
long journey became 
cause for celebration 
and prayer: “We or-
dain that this day of 
our ship’s arrival … 
in the land of Virgin-
ia, shall be yearly and 
perpetually kept holy 
as a day of thanksgiv-
ing to Almighty God.”

While many children 
are taught in school 
that the Pilgrims held 
the very first Thanks-
giving in Massachu-
setts two years later 
in 1621, Virginia is 
credited with being a 
foundational player in 
establishing the tra-
dition, which is why I 
believe all the common 
Thanksgiving imagery 
is merely Massachu-
setts envy towards 
Virginia. The Berke-
ley tradition was cele-
brated annually until 
the community was 
destroyed in an Indian 
conflict. I should note 
the Massachusetts 
Pilgrims only celebrat-
ed their Thanksgiving 
feast once.

In his 1963 Thanks-
giving Proclamation, 
President John F. 
Kennedy recognized 
Virginia’s role: “Over 
three centuries ago, 
our forefathers in 
Virginia and in Mas-

sachusetts, far from 
home in a lonely wil-
derness, set aside a 
time of thanksgiving. 
On the appointed day, 
they gave reverent 
thanks for their safety, 
for the health of their 
children, for the fertil-
ity of their fields, for 
the love which bound 
them together and for 
the faith which united 
them with their God.”

U.S. Senator Harry 
F. Byrd, Jr. entered 
the story of the Virgin-
ia First Thanksgiving 
into the Congressional 
Record in 1969.

The modern annu-
al Virginia Thanks-
giving Festival at 
Berkeley Hundred, 
known better to some 
as Berkeley Planta-
tion, pays homage to 
the contributions of 
Captain Woodlief and 
the original settle-
ment. This year, the 
festival celebrated its 
63rd year commemo-
rating America’s first 
Thanksgiving.

Berkeley Plantation 
also is the ancestral 
home of two U.S. pres-
idents: 9th President 
William Henry Har-
rison, which is where 
he was born, and 23rd 
President Benjamin 
Harrison.

Aside from issuing 
proclamations, pres-
idents engage in oth-
er customs around 
Thanksgiving time. 
One such custom is 
the pardoning of tur-
keys.

This practice al-
legedly stems from 
Abraham Lincoln. 
Legend holds it that 
Lincoln spared the life 
of a turkey at the be-
hest of his son. Later 
presidents like Kenne-
dy and Ronald Reagan 
held turkey pardon 
events before it be-
came an annual tradi-
tion in 1989.

The National 
Thanksgiving Turkey 
Presentation takes 
place at the White 
House. During the 
Obama and Trump 
Administrations, some 
of the pardoned tur-
keys ended up at Vir-
ginia Tech!

While I will not be 
granting any clemen-
cy to the turkey my 
wife cooks, I will be 
thanking God for all 
the blessings I have 
received.

In my house, like the 
Dutch and Captain 
Woodlief, we will gath-
er together and place 
our trust and thanks 
in the Almighty.

No matter what your 
religious tradition 
is, I wish all a happy 
Thanksgiving!

If you have ques-
tions, concerns, or 
comments, call my 
Abingdon office at 
(276) 525-1405, my 
Christiansburg office 
at (540) 381-5671, or 
via email at www.mor-
gangriffith.house.gov. 
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Breaking the Rules
By Bryan Golden
We all grow up being indoctrinat-

ed with rules that limit us.  The pur-
veyors of this information are not 
malicious.  They are simply passing 
along what they themselves have 
been taught.

You are probably aware of one or 
more of the following rules.  Decide 
for yourself if you have been limited 
by any of them.

Don’t rock the boat -- This rule 
encourages conformity.  Conformity 
offers a protection from criticism.  
But those who succeed don’t care 
about criticism.  They become ad-
ept at new or better ways of doing 
things in spite of opinions.

Nice guys finish last -- Accord-
ing to this maxim, being nice is a 
recipe for failure.  Therefore, if you 
want to succeed you may have to 
compromise your ethics.  In actu-
ality, those who consistently do the 
best are nice, considerate, and con-
cerned about the well being of oth-
ers.

It takes money to make mon-
ey -- There are so many examples 
of wealthy individuals who have 
started from scratch, that it’s odd 
this rule still persists at all.

It’s not what you know but 
who you know -- Granted, net-
working with the right people can 
accelerate goal achievement.  How-
ever, if you connect with the right 
people but have no expertise, any 
edge will be lost and you will de-
velop a reputation as a fraud.  You 
don’t have to start with connections.  
With persistence, you will meet the 
right people.

Be concerned about what oth-
ers think -- You have to do what 
is right for you.  It doesn’t matter 
what others say, think, or do.  Fol-
low your own path. 

Don’t take chances -- Living is 
taking a chance.  Nothing is guar-
anteed.  If something doesn’t work 
out as desired, adjust your strate-
gy and keep going.  Virtually all 
achievement is the result of taking 
chances.

It’s the way things have al-
ways been done -- If mankind had 

followed this rule, we would still 
be living in the Stone Age.  Doing 
things differently leads to improve-
ments.  Ask questions.  Don’t per-
petuate behavior that makes no 
sense. 

Good things never last -- Life 
has its ups and downs.  With the 
right attitude, effort, action, and 
perseverance, you can have a lot 
more good than bad.  Take an active 
role in what happens to you.  Don’t 
settle for what you don’t want.

Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket -- This isn’t necessarily a 
bad rule.  The danger is that it de-
tracts from your focus.  Often it is 
better to put your eggs in one bas-
ket, and then put all of your energy 
into guarding that basket.

You have to be lucky to suc-
ceed -- Of course luck helps.  But 
the harder you work, the more luck 
you’ll have.  Luck determines lot-
tery winners.  Effort determines 
success in life.  Passively sitting 
around waiting for circumstances 
to improve won’t yield any positive 
results.

Money is the root of all evil -- 
People use this one to justify why 
they are not earning as much as 
they would like.  The original state-
ment is that love of money is the 
root of all evil.  Money is simply a 
tool that can be used for construc-
tive or destructive purposes.  Mon-
ey is earned as a result of one’s ser-
vice to others.

Don’t daydream -- Dreams are 
the foundation for all accomplish-
ment.  Thoughts of situations that 
don’t yet exist are a great motiva-
tor.  Dreams give a person a vision 
of what could be.  All that has been 
accomplished throughout history 
started with a dream.

Don’t hesitate to break any rules 
that limit your success.  If a rule 
doesn’t help you or someone else, 
ignore it.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to 
Live Without Limits.”  Contact Bry-
an at Bryan@columnist.com or visit 
www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.
com Copyright 2024 Bryan Golden

Hometown Christmas 
Celebration set for 
Dec. 6-7 in Stuart 

There’s no better place to be this 
holiday season than in your own 
hometown, and no better way to get 
in the spirit of the season than by 
participating in some of many events 
scheduled throughout our county for 
Hometown Christmas.

The Christmas season officially 
kicks off on Main Street in Stuart 
Friday, December 7 with the eighth 
annual “Grand Illumination’’ tree 
lighting ceremony in front of the 
courthouse at 6 p.m. The program 
will include carolers, remarks from 
the Town Mayor, and others, as 
well as the tree lighting by the pa-
rade Grand Marshals. Merchants on 
Main Street will extend their Friday 
hours, allowing plenty of time for 
holiday shopping. Stagecoach Cof-
fee will be celebrating the season by 
playing holiday cartoons in the shop. 
Santa will be making an appearance 
for pictures at the Patrick County 
Visitor Center following the tree 
lighting.

Hometown Christmas continues 
on Saturday, December 7 with a 
day jam-packed with holiday cele-
brations and plenty more shopping 
opportunities, including the Mistle-
toe Market at the Stuart Farmers’ 
Market (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.), holiday 
bazaar at the Stuart Church of Liv-
ing Water (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.), Stuart 
Elementary School PTO’s “Winter 
Blender” (9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) The Pat-
rick County Library will host an 
open house (10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.) 
celebrating Frosty the Snowman 
by making Snow Globe ornaments. 
Reserve your spot at The Landmark 
Center for their annual Breakfast 

with Santa (8:30 to 10:30 a.m.) And 
don’t forget to stop by Circle K for 
some free hot chocolate before or af-
ter the parade (1 to 4 p.m.).

Back this year, the P&HCC Fab 
Lab will be hosting a DIY make your 
own ornament at the college (10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.) Create a unique keepsake 
for your tree or as a gift. Connect to 
all the great events around the town 
on Saturday with the free trolley 
rides. Hop on at one event and get 
off at the new shopping destination.  
Trolley rides will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

The 52nd annual Patrick County 
Christmas Parade, presented by One 
Family Productions, begins at 2 p.m. 
The theme this year is “Strength 
through Community” in honor of 
how our community comes together 
to support each other. Can’t make it 
to the parade, tune in to WHEO Ra-
dio either at 1270AM, 92.7FM or on-
line as One Family Productions and 
the Chamber of Commerce will be 
announcing and running live com-
plementary for the parade. 

Patrick County’s Hometown 
Christmas weekend (December 6 
and 7) is a collaborative effort of lo-
cal merchants, the Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Town of 
Stuart, Patrick County Tourism and 
One Family Productions. 

Find yourself here in Patrick 
County and enjoy the many festivi-
ties of Hometown Christmas along 
with all of our other Holiday Events, 
please contact the Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce at 276-694-
6012 or online at PatrickChamber.
com.
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Wade and Easter Martin Emberson (Emmer-

son)
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
This week, we are spending time with the 

Embersons of Dodson, along the banks of Pup-
py Creek in Patrick County, Virginia. Samuel 
and Sallie Holley Emberson (sometimes spelled 
Emmerson) brought their young family from 
Pittsylvania County to the Puppy Creek area 
around 1840. In the 1850 census, children list-
ed living at home were Allison William, age 15; 
Wade Allen, age 14; Susan, age 11; Matilda, age 
8; and James Bannister; infant.  

Samuel and Sallie’s daughter, Susan married 
Samuel Lewis in Patrick County on the 16th of 
December 1852; she was fourteen years old. Su-
san Emberson Lewis died only 18 months later 
at the age of sixteen; her cause of death was re-
corded as dropsy on the 24th of May 1855 in the 
Patrick County Death Records. 

Samuel and Sallie Holley Emberson also may 
have had a son named Jabez who was born in 
1833 and served in the Civil War.  In 1850, he 
was seventeen and living with Elkanah Turner 
who lived beside John B. Martin and Elizabeth 
Moles Martin. He died in 1863 so he may have 
been killed in the war. Samuel and Sallie also 
had a son named John Smith Emerson who was 
born in 1835 and died in 1922 in Surry County.  
He is mentioned in the 1850 census.

Allison William Emberson married Miss Phoe-
be Cox, the daughter of Randolph Cox and Jane 
Bryant of Patrick County, on the 12th of Jan-
uary 1853. Allison and Phoebe moved across 
the line to the Endicott community of Franklin 
County where they raised at least five children. 
Phoebe Cox Emberson passed away on the 25th 
of July 1873; Allison married Frances Buckner 
Turner on the 9th of November 1873. 

I have not had any luck finding information 
about Samuel and Sallie Emberson’s youngest 
daughter, Matilda, so the remaining part of our 
column will focus on their second son, Wade Al-
len Emberson. Wade married Miss Easter Jane 
“Ellie” Martin on the 12th of February 1857; El-
lie was the daughter of Moses Josephas Martin, 
Jr. and Sarah “Sally” Moles of the Green Hill 
area of Patrick County. 

Ellie’s siblings include Nancy Elizabeth Mar-
tin who married Creed Allen; Catherine Martin 
who married Isaac Dixon; Reed Martin, who wed 
twice, once to Mahala Bryant and after her pass-
ing at the young age of twenty-eight; he married 
Louisa Foster. John B Martin was also Ellie’s 
brother; he was featured in an earlier Patrick 
Pioneers column. John was conscripted to fight 
in Captain C. W. Fry’s Company, Orange Artil-
lery, Carter’s Battalion when he went AWOL 
on the sixth of June 1863 to come home to see 
his expectant wife. Twenty-six-year-old John B. 
Martin was executed by firing squad on January 
9th, 1864, he was survived by his wife and three 
children. 

Ellie’s younger brothers were the progenitors 
of many descendants in Patrick County: William 
Green Martin was married three times, first to 
Celia Hancock Bryant; next to Amanda Foster, 
then to Elizabeth Bowman, David Harbour Mar-
tin married Harriett Elizabeth Bowling; and 
James Moses Martin married Wilmouth Ruth 
Martin.

Wade Allen Emberson and Ellie Martin mar-
ried on the 12th of February 1857 in Patrick 
County; their first child, Susie was born the 4th 
of June 1858. In the actual birth records book 

in the courthouse, it states that Susie’s place of 
birth was Puppy Creek, Virginia. Susie’s grand-
father, Samuel Emmerson, reported her birth. 
Susie never married and remained at the home 
at Puppy Creek her entire life; she passed away 
in 1927; six days past her sixty-ninth birthday. 

John William Emberson was born to Wade 
and Ellie on the sixth of February 1861; John 
also never married and remained on the family 
farm until his death in 1940 at the age of sev-
enty-nine. On the first of April 1862, Wade was 
conscripted to serve in Captain C. W. Fry’s Com-
pany, Orange Artillery, Carter’s Battalion, (the 
same company as his brother-in-law, John B. 
Martin) and they both went AWOL in June of 
1863 on the march to Spotsylvania Courthouse. 
Wade was captured alongside his brother- in-
law John; it is likely that he witnessed his ex-
ecution at Frederick’s Hall. because Wade went 
AWOL again shortly after this horrible event. 

Wade came home to Puppy Creek and on the 
20th of April 1864, he and Ellie’s third child, 
Matilda Nancy Elizabeth “Nannie” was born. 
Nannie never married and remained at home 
with her sister, Susie and brother, John, her en-
tire life. Nannie passed away on the 5th of Jan-
uary 1930 at the age of sixty-five. 

Wade and Ellie’s fourth child, Lucinda, was 
born on the 2nd of February 1866. Lucinda mar-
ried James Bryant on the 31st of January 1892; 
the couple settled in Endicott where they raised 
four children. Martha Jane Emberson was born 
on the 20th of January 1868 and remained on 
the family farm with her siblings, Susan, Nann-
nie, and John. Martha Jane passed away at the 
age of sixty-five in March 1933. 

The sixth child of Wade and Ellie, David Wade 
Emberson was born on the 11th of June 1870. 
David married Miss Malinda Moran on the 7th 
of June 1892. David and Malinda raised a large 
family along Puppy Creek where they remained 
until David and Jeff Turner were convicted of 
operating a large still in the area. According to 
an article in the Danville Bee on October 28th, 
1910, the distillery was in Dodson, which was 
described as a “dense mountain forest in a very 
remote section of Patrick County and illicit man-
ufacturers of liquor have thrived in that commu-
nity for many years.” After David’s conviction, 
he moved his family to Draper in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina where he found work as 
a carder in a cotton mill. David Wade Emberson 
passed away on 18th of March 1946 at the age 
of seventy-five. 

Wade and Ellie’s seventh child, James Isaac 
Emberson, was born on the 23rd of May 1872 
and married Miss Mollie Nichols of Franklin 
County on the 12th of July 1894. James found 
work as a carpenter at the Norfolk and Western 
rail yard and moved his young family to Good-
view, Virginia. Apparently, James and Mollie 
were history lovers because their sons were 
named General George Washington Emberson; 

Colonel Monroe Emberson; and Theodore Roos-
evelt Emberson. 

Samuel Jack Emberson, Wade and Ellie’s 
eighth child, was born on the 16th of November 
1874. Samuel married Miss Senora Catherine 
Setliff on the 27th of October 1895. Samuel and 
Senora had five children before Samuel passed 
away at the age of thirty-nine on Christmas Day 
1913. 

Sarah Frances Emberson, child number nine, 
was born on the 16th of July 1877. Like Susie, 
Nannie, and John, Sarah never married and 
remained on Puppy Creek for her entire life, 
passing away at the age of eighty on the tenth 
of November 1957. The tenth child of Wade and 
Ellie, Pleasant Wade Emberson was born on the 
22nd of March 1880. Pleasant married Miss De-
lia Nichols (who was the sister of Mollie Nich-
ols, who married James Isaac Emberson) on the 
20th of August 1899. Pleasant and Delia moved 
to Ridgeway where they raised seven children 
and are buried at Roselawn Cemetery. 

Wade and Ellie’s eleventh child, Henry Har-
rison Emberson, was born on the 27th of May 
1882. Henry married Miss Sarah Lou Setliff 
on the third of October 1907, and they had six 
children. Henry and Sarah were married for 
sixty-one years before passing away only thirty 
days apart, with Sarah passing on March 18th, 
1968, and Henry passing on April 17th, 1968. 

The twelfth and youngest child of Wade and 
Ellie Martin Emberson was Mary Augusta, born 
on the 25th of May 1886. Mary Augusta married 
John Robert Setliff on the 27th of June 1907. 
John was the brother of Miss Sarah Lou Setliff, 
the wife of Henry Harrison Emberson.  Mary 
and John Robert Setliff had nine children 

In addition to running a grist mill on his prop-
erty, the same year that Mary Augusta was 
born, Wade Emberson received approval from 
the Internal Revenue Service to become a li-
censed distiller. Wade’s license was dated Au-
gust 15th, 1886. 

Ellie Martin Emberson passed away on the 
5th of June 1920 at the age of eighty followed by 
her husband Wade Allen Emberson on the 5th of 
March 1922 at the age of eighty-five. Oh, what 
he must have witnessed in his lifetime. Ellie and 
Wade were laid to rest on the banks of Puppy 
Creek in the Emberson family graveyard, along 
with many of their children. 

Thank you so much to Ron Martin for doing 
so much research on the Emberson family, par-
ticularly photographing the Emberson gristmill 
and homestead sites and the family graveyard. 
Ron has been working diligently to document 
and register all the forgotten cemeteries in this 
part of the county. If you know of a forgotten 
cemetery, please let me know so I can pass the 
information along to Ron before the cemetery is 
lost forever. Woody may be reached at rockcas-
tlecreek1@gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

Wade and Easter Martin Emberson (family photo from 
Sheila Turner) Remnants of the Emberson Mill (photo by Ron Martin)

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Citi-
zens

Ask Rusty - When Should My Wife Claim Social 
Security Benefits?

Dear Rusty: I turned 64 in July and my wife 
turned 62 in August. My wife has not worked for 
approximately 15 years but does qualify for So-
cial Security on her prior work record. My wife is 
having some physical issues and would like to not 
return to work. Since she is eligible to collect So-
cial Security, that would be an option to provide 
additional income, so she doesn’t have to work. 
My question is how would it affect her future SS 
spousal benefits based on my record if she begins 
collecting her own benefit now? I plan to work un-
til at least my full retirement age (67), and maybe 
longer, but plan to start collecting SS at 67 even 
if I continue working. Signed: Working Husband 

Dear Working: If your wife has the required 
40 SS quarter credits, she is eligible to collect re-
duced retirement benefits at 62 (for that needed 
extra income), but her age 62 benefit will be about 
70% of what it would be if she waited until her 
SS full retirement age (FRA) to claim. That re-
duction would, in turn, carry over to her spousal 
benefit when you eventually claim your SS bene-
fit. Here’s why: 

Your wife’s spousal amount when you claim 
will be a combination of her own SS retirement 
benefit, plus an auxiliary amount (a “spousal 
boost”) that she is entitled to as your spouse. At 
age 62, her own benefit will be cut by 30% and she 
can collect that reduced amount until you claim, 
at which point her spousal boost will be added to 
make her benefit equal her spousal entitlement. 
So, her total benefit as your spouse (when you 

claim) will consist of her reduced age-62 amount, 
plus an additional amount as your spouse.  

If you claim at 67, your wife will be about 2 
years short of her own FRA, which means that 
her spousal boost amount will also be reduced for 
early claiming. That reduced spousal boost will 
be added to her already reduced (age 62) SS re-
tirement benefit, which will make her total ben-
efit less than 50% of your FRA benefit amount. 

So, your wife claiming her own reduced SS 
retirement benefit at 62 also means her spou-
sal benefit amount will be affected, and taking 
her spousal boost before her FRA means that 
the boost amount will also be reduced for early 
claiming. The only way your wife can get the full 
50% of your FRA entitlement is to wait until she 
reaches her own FRA (67) to claim Social Securi-
ty benefits.  

Having said all of that, if your wife’s physical 
issues suggest that she claims her benefits early 
and she is comfortable with the smaller benefit 
she will get, then that may be the right choice. 
For reference, the reduction to your wife’s spousal 
boost amount (if you claim at your FRA) will be 
about 17%, and that reduced spousal boost will 
be added to her reduced age 62 SS retirement 
amount. The end benefit for your wife (if you 
claim at age 67) will likely be about 42% of your 
FRA entitlement (instead of 50%). 

FYI, you can further delay your own SS retire-
ment benefit (up to age 70) for a higher benefit 
yourself, but that would also mean your wife 
would need to wait longer to get her spousal 
boost. You could also wait to claim your SS until 
your wife reaches age 67 (her FRA), which would 
give you a higher personal amount and also en-
sure your wife gets her maximum spousal boost 
(but her total will still be less than 50% of yours 

because she claimed her own SS retirement ben-
efit at 62). When to claim Social Security depends 
on financial need and life expectancy. If a long life 
expectancy is anticipated, waiting longer to claim 
is often the best move. But financial need always 
trumps waiting longer.  

This article is intended for information purpos-
es only and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.
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Bokashi: Compost Fermentation
By Caroline Kerr, 
Patrick County Master Gardener Intern
This year I am grateful for a new type of com-

post I have been trying that allows me to add 
dairy, meat, bones, and cooked or processed 
foods. These items are traditionally inappropri-
ate for hot compost piles because they take longer 
to break down and attract undesired visitors to a 
compost pile. These materials become acceptable 
in a fermented compost – a technique called Bo-
kashi composting.

Bokashi compost is a concept developed in the 
1980s by Dr Teruo Higa of Japan while studying 
essential microorganisms. According to Dr. Higa’s 
“Beneficial and Effective Microorganisms for Sus-
tainable Agriculture and Environment,” essen-
tial microorganisms exist everywhere, especially 
in soil and water and require a diverse balance to 
work. They are common in pickled and fermented 
foods and break down sugars and other complex 
organic molecules into simpler compounds that 
become more accessible to plants and other liv-
ing things. For example, lactobascillus prevents 
pathogen growth and is found in yogurt, sauer-
kraut, and kimchi. Yeast breaks down sugars 
and is common to bread baking. These along with 
photosynthetic bacteria assist decomposition and 
contribute to the fermentation process of bokashi.

Traditional compost is an aerobic exercise, 
meaning it requires air flow or the horrible smell 
of putrefaction will set in. Fermentation is an an-
aerobic process, which instead creates a low ox-
ygen, acidic environment allowing essential mi-
croorganisms to thrive and break down organic 
matter. Just as homemade pickled goods must be 
sealed, so must bokashi composting be complet-
ed in a sealed airtight container. Therefore, fer-
mented compost will not smell rotten, but sour, 
pickled or yeasty in nature.

Essential microorganisms are applied to com-
post material through bokashi bran which may 
be purchased or cultivated at home with some pa-
tience. Bran is made by inoculating a carbon ma-
terial such as spent beer grain or rice hulls with a 
liquid concentration of essential microorganisms 
and a sugar slurry to feed them. The product is 
then dried and stored in opaque packaging since 
UV light can deteriorate the product. The bran 
acts as a starter to ensure your compost receives 
the beneficial microbes that will colonize and fer-
ment your compost scraps.

The process works like this:
In a bucket that has a spigot or drainage holes 

nested in another bucket, add a significant lay-
er of carbon material at the bottom (shredded 

cardboard, newspaper, 
leaves, etc.)

Add finely chopped 
food materials in 1-2 
inch layers and sprin-
kle at least 2 table-
spoons of bokashi bran 
on each layer.  

Tamp down each lay-
er before adding anoth-
er to reduce air pockets.

Apply a plate, plastic bag or cardboard to help 
seal air out & keep contents compressed with a 
heavy rock or brick. Secure air tight bucket lid, 
such as a gamma seal lid.  

When your bucket is full, leave it for 2-4 weeks 
to finish fermenting.   

After this time you will have pickled compost or 
pre-compost. Items will still be identifiable and 
not completely broken down yet. You can use it in 
the follows ways:

Trench Method: dig at least 6in into a garden 
bed and mix in your pickled pre-compost and cov-
er with soil. In 2-4 weeks it should be mostly bro-
ken down and amended into the soil. 

Soil Factory: In a storage tote add a layer of 
exhausted soil from planters or containers. Add 
your pre-compost and cover with more soil. Wait 
a few weeks for the soil to revitalize.  

Add to your regular compost pile
Add to your vermicompost in small quantities.  

The leachate gathered in the bottom of the 
bucket through the drainage holes is a mild fertil-
izer that can be diluted and used as a foliar spray 
or added to soil. This can be poured, drained, or 
basted out of the bucket.

It is important to remember that composting 
can be experimental in nature and may require 
troubleshooting at times. Be sure to check on 
your compost and drain at least weekly and try to 
add your scraps in big batches to reduce air expo-
sure. Bokashi composting will smell yeasty, pick-
ley or sour. If it smells putrid or rotten there is 

an imbalance. White fuzz is good and means the 
microbes are working. Blue, green, black, mold or 
fuzz means an imbalance of microbes. Generously 
add more bokashi bran in these instances. Pet fe-
ces or overly moldy food are not recommended in 
bokashi compost because they are overwhelmed 
with competing microbes. If your bokashi is wet, 
add more dry carbon materials to absorb mois-
ture. Maggots may occur in moist conditions and 
are harmless.

While bokashi bran can be made at home, it is 
also a science experiment to be closely monitored. 
There are many tutorials available online and on 
YouTube in executing your own sustainable sup-
ply of essential microorganism inoculated bokashi 
bran. It is easily purchased online, though. A 2lb 
bag of bokashi bran goes for about $15-20 and will 
last up to approximately six months. This will de-
pend on how much food scraps are added to a bin, 
how often, and your ideal amount of bran added. 
Thus, results may vary. When selecting a bokashi 
bran seller, remember opaque packaging ensures 
a longer lasting product. This author encourages 
purchasing from a seller that diverts industrial 
waste – such as spent beer grain- and supplies 
robust educational materials to learn from. 

Bokashi compost is friendly to small living 
spaces, breaks down more complex types of or-
ganic matter in a shorter amount of time than 
a traditional hot compost pile and is a fun way 
to connect with the world of microorganisms. If 
you’re in the mood for a new garden related ex-
periment, try it out and see how it works for you.

SPORTS

PCHS Sports Schedule
The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports 
Schedule for the week of December 2-7:
12/3 6pm Wrestling vs Carroll County,  
 Floyd County & Radford
12/4 7pm Boys Basketball vs Bassett
 7pm Girls Basketball at Bassett
12/6 4pm Wrestling Tournament at Mt.  

 Tabor HS
 7pm Girls Basketball at North   
 Stokes
 8:30pm Boys Basketball at North  
 Stokes
12/7 9am Wrestling Tournament at Mt.  
 Tabor HS

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

LEGAL NOTICE

On September 10, 2024, Appalachian Power Company (“APCo” or “Company”) filed with the State Corporation Commission 
(“Commission”) an application (“Application”) as required by § 56-249.6 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”) and 20 VAC 5-204-80 of 
the Commission’s Rules Governing Utility Rate Applications and Annual Informational Filings of Investor-Owned Electric Utilities 
(“Rate Case Rules”), 20 VAC 5-204-5 et seq., seeking to continue its fuel factor.  The Company states that although it projects 
slightly lower fuel costs in the upcoming fuel year, APCo still has an unrecovered deferred fuel balance resulting from the two-
year recovery period approved in its 2023 fuel factor filing.  Accordingly, for service rendered on and after November 1, 2024, 
the Company requests that the Commission permit APCo to continue the current fuel factor of 4.139 ¢/kWh.  The Commission 
approved APCo’s current fuel factor of  4.139 ¢/kWh, effective on and after November 1, 2023, in Case No. PUR-2023-00156.  
See Application of Appalachian Power Company, To decrease its fuel factor pursuant to §56-249.6 of the Code of Virginia, Case 
No. PUR-2023-00156, Doc. Con. Cen. No. 240540189 (May 21, 2024).

The Commission entered an Order Establishing 2024-2025 Fuel Factor Proceeding (“Order”) that, among other things, 
directed the Company to place its proposed fuel factor into effect on an interim basis for service rendered on and after November 
1, 2024.  The Order further scheduled public hearings on APCo’s Application.  A hearing for the receipt of testimony from public 
witnesses on the Company’s Application shall be convened telephonically at 10 a.m. on February 25, 2025.  On or before 
February 18, 2025, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission: (a) your name, 
and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your testimony.  This information 
may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by filling out a form on the Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/
Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 
371-9141.  This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting. 

Beginning at 10 a.m. on February 25, 2025, the Hearing Examiner will telephone sequentially each person who has signed 
up to testify as provided above.

On February 25, 2025, at 10 a.m., or at the conclusion of the public witness portion of the hearing, whichever is later, in 
the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, the 
Hearing Examiner will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence related to the Application from the Company, any 
respondents, and the Commission Staff.

To promote administrative efficiency and timely service of filings upon participants, the Commission has directed the 
electronic filing of testimony and pleadings, unless they contain confidential information, and has required electronic service on 
parties to this proceeding.

An electronic copy of public version of the Company’s Application may be obtained by submitting a written request to 
counsel for the Company:  Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, American Electric Power Service Corporation, 3 James Center, 1051 East 
Cary Street, Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or njcoates@aep.com.  Interested persons also may download unofficial 
copies from the Commission’s website:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

 On or before February 18, 2025, any interested person may file comments on the Application by following the instructions 
on the Commission’s website:  scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments.  Those unable, as a practical matter, 
to submit comments electronically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, c/o 
Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.  All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2024-
00195.

On or before January 3, 2025, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by 
filing a notice of participation at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling.  Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a notice of participation 
electronically may file such notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above.  Such notice of 
participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel, if available.  The respondent simultaneously 
shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company at the address above.  Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, 
Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-20-10 et seq. (“Rules of Practice”), 
any notice of participation shall set forth:  (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific 
action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action.  Any organization, corporation, or 
government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the 
Rules of Practice.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2024-00195.  

On or before January 15, 2025, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission any testimony and exhibits by 
which the respondent expects to establish its case.  Any respondent unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits 
electronically may file such by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above.  Each witness’s testimony 
shall include a summary not to exceed one page.  All testimony and exhibits shall be served on the Commission’s Staff, the 
Company, and all other respondents simultaneous with its filing.  In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Rules of Practice, 
including 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits.  All filings shall refer to Case 
No. PUR-2024-00195.   

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the 
paper.  In all other respects, except as modified by the Commission’s Order, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 
5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Rules of Practice.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice, the public version of the Company’s Application, the Commission’s Order, and other 
documents filed in this case may be viewed on the Commission’s website at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN 
APPLICATION BY APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

TO CONTINUE ITS CURRENT 
FUEL FACTOR PURSUANT TO

§ 56-249.6 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
CASE NO. PUR-2024-00195

•	 Appalachian Power Company has filed an application seeking to continue its current fuel factor of 4.139 cents per 
kilowatt-hour (“¢/kWh”). 

•	 The Commission will hold a telephonic hearing in this case on February 25, 2025, at 10 a.m., for the receipt of public 
witness testimony. 

•	 An evidentiary hearing will also be held on February 25, 2025, at 10 a.m., or at the conclusion of the public witness 
portion of the hearing, whichever is later, in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 
East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, to receive testimony and evidence on the application from the Company, 
any respondents, and Commission Staff.  

•	 Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at:  scc.virginia.gov/Case-Information.

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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Council appropriates remaining ARPA funds,
hears safety concerns at meeting

Martinsville City Council members 
heard from Alexis Heavner, and de-
cided the fate of the remaining Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds at 
a meeting on November 19. The re-
maining funds had to be appropriated 
by December 31

The council approved $400,000 for 
an IT, Security and Network update, 
with $85,000 for a SCADA system 
update for water and sewer. An ad-
ditional $250,000 will help fund the 
youth program for FY25. This pro-
gram helps to fund meaningful sum-
mer employment opportunities for 
youth. 

“You can build schools, or you can 
build jails,” Aaron Rawls, vice mayor 
said. 

The council approved $85,000 for 
a Law Clerk position requested for 
FY25 funding, and the remaining 
$140,000 for the EDA. 

When Heavner, the aunt of Iviyan 

Dandridge who was killed on July 7, 
addressed the council, she discussed 
policing in the city. 

So far, no arrests have been made 
in the case. However, Martinsville Po-
lice Chief Rob Fincher has said a task 
force of local, state and federal investi-
gators are working to resolve the case. 

Heavner said she feels that safety 
isn’t being taken seriously enough. 
“The police are supposed to be here 
to protect everyone in Martinsville. 
I don’t see the police, I don’t see the 
safety, I don’t see it being taken se-
riously.” Heavner said that she feels 
like “no one cares” and that she wants 
to see more safety for the black com-
munity.

Mayor LC Jones asked Heavner 
and her family to stay after the meet-
ing to talk to Jones and Fincher about 
safety changes. Jones said that he and 
Fincher wanted to address safety in 
the area. 

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

FOR MORE, VISIT THE HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE 
AT WWW.HENRYCOUNTYENTERPRISE.COM.

Pregnancy Center to host open house  
For more than a decade, the Preg-

nancy Center of MHC has quietly 
provided essential resources and sup-
port to expectant mothers, fathers, 
and families in need, but on Tuesday, 
December 3, it is hosting an open 
house, from 4 to 7 p.m. 

The event is needed, in part, be-
cause despite its long-standing pres-
ence, the center is often referred to as 
the area’s “Best Kept Secret,” a sen-
timent echoed by Interim Executive 
Director Paula Woods.  

“We want to get our name out there 
more,” Woods said, emphasizing the 
center’s commitment to increasing 
awareness about its free services and 
resources for the community. 

The Pregnancy Center offers a 
range of free services starting with 
pregnancy tests and ultrasounds to 
confirm viable pregnancies. From 
there, the center continues to provide 
care throughout the pregnancy and 
beyond.  

“We support women at every 
stage,” Woods explained. “After the 
baby is born, we provide items like 
formula, car seats, and clothing for 
both the child and mother.”  

Additionally, the center offers par-
enting classes for both mothers and 
fathers to help them prepare for par-
enthood.  

The center’s mission is rooted in 
encouraging women to choose life for 
their babies. “We try to help them 
make a decision that’s in the best 

interest of their baby,” Woods said, 
noting that the center also connects 
women with adoption agencies when 
needed.  

The Pregnancy Center is open 
Tuesday through Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., with appointments 
available at other times. It is located 
at 314 Fairy Street Extension, Suite 
E, in Martinsville. For more infor-
mation about the center and its pro-
grams, visit www.pregcc.com or call 
(276) 634-5433.  

Paula Woods serves as the interim 
executive director of the Pregnancy Center.  
The center is hosting an open house from 
4 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3.

Smith River Sports Complex 
Debuts Free Fitness Court 

A new fitness court at the Smith 
River Sports Complex is now open 
to the public, offering free access to 
workout equipment aimed at promot-
ing healthier lifestyles. Sponsored by 
Aetna, the court is part of a statewide 
initiative to provide accessible fitness 
opportunities for residents 14 years 
and older.  

The facility officially opened on 
Nov. 19 with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony and a friendly fitness challenge 
between Patrick & Henry Communi-
ty College athletes and members of 
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office.  

“It’s truly a special day here in 
Henry County,” said Roger Adams, 
director of Henry County Parks and 
Recreation. The county is among the 
first in Virginia to launch this type of 
fitness court, which focuses on body 
weight exercises and integrates with 
a mobile fitness app.  

The court was developed to com-
bat rising health concerns. Accord-

ing to Garrett Dillard, supervisor of 
the Iriswood District, Henry County 
ranks 119th out of 133 counties in 
Virginia for health outcomes, with a 
life expectancy nearly five years be-
low the state average. Additionally, 
42% of the population is classified as 
obese, and only 22% report having 
access to fitness facilities.  

“Yes, we have a fair share of health 
problems, but we also have an oppor-
tunity to solve them if we work to-
gether,” said Dillard. He encouraged 
residents to embrace healthier life-
styles and challenged local employers 
to support employee fitness through 
incentives.  

Dr. Sandy Strayer, a program of-
ficer with the Harvest Foundation, 
emphasized the need to address the 
county’s health disparities, while 
Brad Kinkema, executive director 
of the YMCA, expressed interest 
in partnering to offer classes at the 
court.  

The ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the opening of the new Fitness Court at the Smith 
River Sports Complex. 

‘Mardi Gras Christmas with Lights’ 
ushers in holiday season Saturday

The streets of Uptown Martinsville 
will come alive with holiday cheer 
on Saturday, Nov. 23, as Star News 
hosts the annual Martinsville-Hen-
ry County Christmas Parade. This 
year’s event, sponsored by Crown 
Brand Building-Packaging, will fea-
ture a ‘Mardi Gras Christmas with 
Lights’ theme and promises to deliv-
er festive entertainment for all ages.  

“Crown is super excited to be a 
part of the parade,” said Kim Trifari, 
human resources manager at Crown 
Cork and Seal. “It’s my first time 
doing this, the second or third time 
for others, and I’m thrilled to see the 
process from start to finish. I’m also 
excited to explore Martinsville and 
be part of this celebration.”  

The parade, which costs more 
than $10,000 to produce, is free to 
attend. Star News carefully vets 
all entries to ensure a high-quality 
experience. Local businesses, com-
munity groups, and marching bands 
will bring the festivities to life.  

Charles Roark, owner of Star 
News, emphasized the importance 

of recognizing Thanksgiving along-
side the holiday season. “We always 
get criticized for having the parade 
before Thanksgiving, so this year, 
the very first float will feature a tur-
key to celebrate the holiday,” Roark 
said. The float, built atop a car, re-
flects Roark’s effort to pay homage 
to the holiday while maintaining the 
parade’s festive spirit.  

Growing Participation  
This year’s parade will feature 

a record number of participants, 
with nearly 150 groups, including 
some newcomers. “We’ve got Bas-
sett Furniture joining for the first 
time, along with New South Met-
als,” Roark said. “Sovah Health al-
ways goes all out, and we’re excited 
to have them back.”  

The event will include all three 
local high school bands and numer-
ous creative floats. Roark has also 
worked to reduce the number of 
plain vehicles in the parade, encour-
aging participants to decorate their 
cars for a more engaging and festive 
display. 

The 2023 Crown Brand Building-Packaging Christmas Parade float. (Contributed) 

County to consider legislative 
agenda for upcoming year

The Henry County Board of Super-
visors will hear an update and con-
sider its legislative agenda for next 
year at its 3 p.m. meeting on Tues-
day, November 26 in the Summerlin 
Room.

The three page document includes 
a core agenda, with several broad 
areas highlighted: land use and pres-
ervation of the locality’s authority to 
address all aspects and options re-
lated to utility-scale installations of 
solar power, wind power, and energy 
storage facilities; economic develop-
ment, and increased funding for re-
cruitment incentives and site devel-

opment; transportation, and funding 
improvements to U.S. 220, South of 
Martinsville to N.C. line; education, 
and providing dedicated funding for 
School Resource Officers. 

Housing, and providing incentives 
to help with the development of work-
force housing; recreation, building 
Mayo River State Park; Children’s 
Services Act, and increased state 
funding for mandated services such 
as residential and foster care; and 
public safety, and providing funding 
support for local fire and E.M.S. as 
recommended by the workgroup cre-
ated by the 2023 HB2175.

Members of the Martinsville City Electrical Department were recognized for the relief 
efforts they provided to Hurricane Helene victims.
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Mary Susan Campbell “Susie” Holt
Mrs. Mary Susan 

Campbell “Susie” 
Holt, age 68 of Stuart, 
passed away Friday, 
November 22, 2024 at 
SECU Hospice Care 
in Yadkinville, North 
Carolina. She was 
born in Patrick Coun-
ty on July 14, 1956 to 
the late Woodrow and 
Hazel Lawson Camp-
bell. In addition to her 
parents, Mrs. Holt was 
preceded in death by 
two brothers, Roger 
Campbell and Connie 
Ray Campbell; and two 
sisters, Allie Mae Bull-
ins and Brenda Snow. 
She was a member of 
Five Forks Wesley-
an Church. She was 
a CNA for 41 years at 
R.J. Reynolds Memori-
al Hospital and at Blue 
Ridge Nursing Home. 
Also, she was the first 
Hospice CNA in Pat-
rick County.

Mrs. Holt is sur-
vived by her husband, 
Kenneth Holt of the 
home; two daughters, 
Stephanie Odom of 
Asheboro, North Caro-
lina and Jennifer Sim-
mons of the home; six 
grandchildren, Thom-
as Simmons, Austin 
Powell, Taylor Inman, 
Madison Odom, Rache-

lyn Gonzales and Am-
berlyn Gonzales; and 
special cousins, Kathy 
Ayers and Diane Bow-
en.

Funeral services will 
be held at Five Forks 

Wesleyan Church on 
Tuesday, November 
26, 2024 at 2:00 P.M. 
with Pastors Michael 
Fain and Andy Pack 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Crossroad 
Community Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior 
to the service in the 
church fellowship hall. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is in charge 
of the arrangements 
and online condolences 
may be made by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

OBITUARIES 

Terri S. Wood, Manager

GetvourGED 
with Patrick countv Adult Education 
Become a Lifelong Learner Today! 

BENEFITS: 
Higher Wages 

Valuable Workplace Skills 
Advancement to Further Education and Training 

Sense of Personal Accomplishment 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE? 
• ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING

APPOINTMENTS 
• ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS

• NIGHT CLASSES ON MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 5:00-7:00

LOCATED AT 557 MAYO COURT BESIDE 
STUART ELEMENTARY 

� 
VIRGINIA 

CAREER WORKS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT: 

MARTHA CHANEY, TEACHER 
(276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993

MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US 

Card of Thanks
The family of Mary Hill would like to thank 

everyone for their donations, flowers, as well as 
Moody Funeral Services for their support.

Jewel Ore Wilson
Mrs. Jewel Ore Wil-

son, age 83, of Ararat, 
VA passed away at her 
home on November 23, 
2024. She was born 
on May 4, 1941 to the 
late James and Pearlie 
Austin Ore. In addition 
to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert 
Daniel Wilson; broth-
ers, James Albert Lee 
Ore, Donnie Dexter 
Ore; and sister, Car-
olyn Ore Burchette. 
Jewel was a long-time 
member of Creasey’s 
Chapel Church. She 
was also a member 
of the Order of the 
Eastern Star in Stu-
art Chapter #25. She 
always enjoyed giving 
her time by volunteer-
ing with many organi-
zations in the county. 

She will be greatly 
missed by all that 
knew and loved her. 

Mrs. Wilson is sur-
vived by a daughter, 
Sandy Haynes (Ken-
nie) of Stuart; two 
grandchildren, Jenni-
fer Haynes Hartman 
(Eddie) of Stuart, VA 
and Jamie Haynes 

(Ashley) of Concord, 
NC; five great-grand-
children; and sisters, 
Shirley Keene of Stu-
art, VA and Linda Con-
ner (Wayne) of Mar-
tinsville, VA.

A memorial visita-
tion for Mrs. Wilson 
will be held on Friday, 
November 29, 2024 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. at Moody Funeral 
Home in Stuart, VA. 
Burial will be private. 
Flowers will be accept-
ed or memorial dona-
tions may be made 
to Mountain Valley 
Hospice and Palliative 
Care, 730 East Church 
Street, Suite 13, Mar-
tinsville, VA 24112. 
Online condolences 
may be made by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Joyce Conner (Belcher) Wimbish
Mrs. Joyce Conner 

(Belcher) Wimbish, age 
80, of Patrick Springs, 
VA passed away Sat-
urday, November 23, 
2024 at Woltz Hos-
pice Home in Dobson, 
NC surrounded by 
her family. She was 
born on June 4, 1944 
in Raleigh County Be-
soco, West Virginia to 
the late Daniel R. and 
Goldie F. Conner. In 
addition to her parents, 
she was also preceded 

in death by a sister, 
Vera Conner Nicom-
eti; and a grandson, 
Jerry Wayne Knowles. 
Joyce was employed by 
Vaughn Furniture Fac-
tory in Stuart, VA un-
til closing in November 
2004. She also worked 
for Hanes Brand Baby 
Clothes in Stuart, VA.

Mrs. Wimbish is sur-
vived by her husband 
of 46 years, Russell 
Wimbish; one daugh-
ter Darlene Knowles 

(Kenneth); two sons, 
Wayne Odell Belcher 
and Tony R. Wimbish; 
six grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; 
brothers, David E. 
Conner and Wendell 
M. Conner; and a sis-
ter, Marjorie C. Mal-
com.

All services for Mrs. 
Wimbish will be pri-
vate. Online condo-
lences may be made by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Healthcare group awarded ‘A’ Hospital 
Safety Grade from Leapfrog Group

Twin County Regional Health-
care received an “A” Hospital Safety 
Grade from The Leapfrog Group. This 
national distinction celebrates Twin 
County Regional Healthcare achieve-
ments in protecting hospital patients 
from preventable harm and errors.

“We are very pleased with this high 
mark, which places Twin County Re-
gional Healthcare among the top tier 
of hospitals across the country when 
it comes to patient safety,” said Su-
dandra Ratnasamy, Twin County 
Regional Healthcare CEO. “I would 
like to extend my personal gratitude 
to every member of our team from our 
nurses, clinical and ancillary staff to 
our physicians, board members and 
volunteers for their ongoing commit-
ment to quality care and patient safe-
ty.”

The Leapfrog Group is an indepen-
dent national watchdog organization 
with a 10-year history of assigning 
letter grades to general hospitals 
throughout the United States, based 
on a hospital’s ability to prevent med-
ical errors and harm to patients. The 
grading system is peer-reviewed, ful-
ly transparent, and free to the public. 
Hospital Safety Grade results are 

based on more than 30 national per-
formance measures and are updated 
each fall and spring. 

“I applaud the hospital leadership 
and workforce for their strong com-
mitment to safety and transparency,” 
said Leah Binder, president and CEO 
of The Leapfrog Group. “An ‘A’ Safe-
ty Grade is a sign that hospitals are 
continuously evaluating their perfor-
mance, so that they can best protect 
patients. Your hospital team should 
be extremely proud of their dedica-
tion and achievement.”

To see Twin County Regional 
Healthcare’s full grade details and 
to access patient tips for staying safe 
in the hospital, visit HospitalSafe-
tyGrade.org and follow The Leapfrog 
Group on Twitter, Facebook, and via 
its newsletter. 

Music Center raising funds to match 
National Park Foundation grant

The National Park Foundation 
has awarded a matching grant of 
$170,000 to the Blue Ridge Music 
Center for improvements to the na-
tional park facility at milepost 213 on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway.

“The grant will allow for enhance-
ments at the Music Center that go 
beyond what is possible with current 
federal funding,” said Program Direc-
tor Richard Emmett. “We’re thrilled 
to have the opportunity to provide 
much needed upgrades at this gather-
ing place for mountain music.”

The grant paired with support from 
donors will:

· Provide audio equipment to play 
traditional mountain music in the 
breezeway and in front of the visitor 
center and luthier shop

· Repair masonry seating and re-
taining walls, sidewalks, and curbs to 
improve safety

· Expand public Wi-Fi access at the 
visitor center and museum

· Upgrade lighting in the outdoor 
amphitheater

Concerts and additional Music 
Center events are presented through 
funding by the Blue Ridge Parkway 

Foundation, the national park’s non-
profit partner.  “Our donors can dou-
ble the impact of their generosity,” 
said Jordan Calaway, Chief Devel-
opment Officer for the Foundation. 
“Each donation will be matched by 
funds provided through the grant.”

In the past, donors to the Founda-
tion supported projects at the Music 
Center that included upgrades to the 
sound system in the amphitheater, 
repairs to the exhibits at the Roots of 
American Music Museum, construc-
tion of a bridge on the High Meadow 
Trail, installation of a Kids in Parks 
TRACK Trail, and the planting of 
shade trees. 

The Music Center has welcomed 
more than 125,000 concertgoers and 
500,000 visitors since the Music Cen-
ter opened. Each year we are able to 
share the rich history of mountain 
music with more than 7,000 concert-
goers and 40,000 visitors from all over 
the world and all 50 states. 

It is a venue partner of The Crooked 
Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail 
and Blue Ridge Music Trails of North 
Carolina. For more information, visit 
BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Which book of the Bi-
ble (KJV) mentions the word 
“thanksgiving” the most times 
at eight? Genesis, Nehemiah, 
Psalms, Isaiah

2. In 2 Timothy 3:1 - 2, what 
human qualities does Paul list 
as being signs of the last days? 
Adulterers, Sun worshipers, Ren-
egades, Unthankful people

3. From Psalms 106:1: “O give 
thanks unto the Lord; for his 
_____ endureth for ever.” Love, 
Good, Mercy, Spirit

4. From 1 Thessalonians 5:18: 
“In every thing give thanks: for 

this is the_____ of God.” Power, 
Will, Gratitude, Travail

5. From Leviticus 22, a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving is most meaning-
ful when it is ...? Sincere, Often, 
At your own will, Extravagant

6. Where was Jonah when he 
prayed with the voice of thanks-
giving? Fish’s belly, Aboard ship, 
In the wilderness, Mountaintop

ANSWERS: 1) Psalms, 2) Un-
thankful people, 3) Mercy, 4) Will, 
5) At your own will, 6) Fish’s belly

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wil-
son Casey’s subscriber site at 
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

© 2024 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Correction 
The theme of the Patrick County Christmas Pa-

rade is “Community through Strength.” The theme 
was incorrectly stated in last week’s edition. We re-
gret the error.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Being thankful: action or attitude?
By Van Yandell  
Philippians 4:6-7 “Be careful for 

nothing; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known 
unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.”

Which day of Thanksgiving week 
do you like the most, Thursday or 
Friday? Are you happier feeling 
gratitude or shopping? 

Thanksgiving is not a one-day 
holiday or a time of year but a con-
tinuing action and attitude of our 
incomparable gratitude for a Savior 
and the blessings He has given us. 

Ephesians 2: 8 “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
Faith is a belief system but it is also 
a feeling. It is an emotional belief 
that requires greater strength than 
simply possessing knowledge.

The Bible states in John 3: 16 
“Whosoever believes in Him.” That 
is a complete statement to insure 
eternal life. But is that belief with 
the mind or is it an emotional be-
lief? And, is there a difference that 
can be separated outside the indi-
vidual heart and mind?

“Whosoever” includes every living 
soul on the face of the earth!  Jesus 
stated in John 3: 17 “For God sent 
not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.”

The words “the world” in that 
verse from the Book of John ap-
pears to leave out no one willing 
to believe, repent and confess that 
Jesus is Lord and through Him and 
only Him can we be saved (Philippi-
ans 2: 10-11). 

Romans 10: 9-10 “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.”

Notice in the last line of verse 
ten above that man believes with 
the heart but salvation is acquired 
through confession. Confession in-
cludes both confession of our sins 
(Romans 3: 23) and also belief in 
the Lord Jesus as crucified for the 
remission of sin and resurrected. 

To confess/admit/state we believe 
is a requirement for salvation. Ro-
mans 1: 16 “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to ev-
eryone that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.”

It is only by His spilt blood we 
have remission of sin. Hebrews 9: 
22 “And almost all things are by the 
law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion of sin.”

Books have been written and ser-
mons preached on the horrors of the 
process of scourging and crucifixion. 
For an American (and most in the 

free world) that has quick access to 
emergency rooms and pain killing 
drugs the pain is unimaginable in-
flicted by crucifixion. 

John 15: 13 “Greater love hath 
no man than this; that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” We 
mere mortals think of our friends 
as being a select few. Jesus on the 
other hand, regarded all the world 
as His friends because He created 
us. (John 1: 3, Colossians 1: 16).

God Jesus even created the 
non-believer. That is why He com-
manded us to “preach this Gospel to 
all nations.” The connection that ex-
ists between Jesus and His creation 
is not within the comprehension of 
the human mind. 

James 2: 18 “Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works.” We are not com-
manded to do good works. We know 
(Ephesians 2: 8) we are saved by 
grace through faith. Works demon-
strate our faith and it also demon-
strates our gratitude for what God 
Jesus has done for us.

To serve the Lord is an honor and 
a privilege. He has been so good to 
us. How can we not show our thank-
fulness through our actions? Acts of 
service will not buy us a one way 
ticket to Heaven and we do not ex-
pect them to. 

Our service to God is a blessing to 
ourselves and those we serve. The 
question of “callings” in the Chris-
tian faith has been one of intrigue 
to many. All I can offer is my own 
thoughts and I’ve had the belief for 
many years; if God provides an op-
portunity, that’s a calling.

Yes, giving thanks is definitely 
an action but it is also an attitude. 
Just as Romans 10: 10 states “with 
the heart man believeth unto righ-
teousness,” with the heart man also 
gives thanks.

1 Chronicles 16:34 “Give thanks 
to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever” God is never going 
to stop loving you. Once you believe 
and His spirit enters in to you (Mat-
thew 3: 11), you are His for all eter-
nity (John 10: 28-29).

Our greatest action of thanksgiv-
ing after our own confession and 
repentance is to tell someone about 
the saving power of our Lord Jesus. 
The scriptures have proven them-
selves true over and over. There is 
no room for doubt; there is only ac-
ceptance and sharing.

A life of humility and thanksgiv-
ing is essential. God does not want 
an arrogant, dogmatic Christian 
sharing Him with the world. 1 Pe-
ter 3: 15 “But sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts: and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you with meekness and fear.”

Van Yandell is a retired Industri-
al Arts teacher, an ordained gospel 
evangelist and commissioned mis-
sionary. His email is vmy2121@out-
look.com.
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DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-

count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 www.

dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-

tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 

and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage.

100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 

call 1-855-262-5564.

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and Mulch. 
Rodney Kendrick 276-629- 

3913 or 276-340-7786. 
Email at kendrickpaving@
gmail.com Carrying on the

tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and striping.  
42 years experience.  
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786 

(office) or (276)- 340-8786 
(cell) Email:  ckendrick@

embarqmail.com or 
claytonk81@gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine 
woodworking, design, tile,

closet & garage organizers, 
repairs, etc.

Originally based in Palm 
Beach County- References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 Cell: 

561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.net

Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field reclamation, 

ATV & walking trails, 
hunting lanes, skid-steer, 
tractor and mini-excavator 
work. Free estimates. Call 
276-229-9410 or Facebook 

Thomas Land Solutions 
LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling & 
repairs, carpentry, roofing, 
siding, painting, fencing, 

tree work & more! Contact 
Nick @ 276-224-4623 or 

757-621-5219.

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 

lawn mowers. Pick up and 
delivery for a reasonable 

charge based on your 
location. We offer disposal 

of old mowers with free 
pick up. Call 276-694-

3748. If no answer, leave 
your name and number. 

We’ll call you back.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 

Licensed in VA & NC, 276-
694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

For rent 1-bedroom and 
2-bedroom apartments 
available Located near 

Walmart in Stuart. Call 540-
493-9835 for information.

1985 Ford LTD Crown 
Victoria, 2-door, coach top.  

5L(302ci) V8. 114k miles. Car 
is Canyon Red. In excellent, 

running condition. Body has a 
few “dings” but overall, in nice 
condition. NO RUST. Clean 
interior, original cloth seats. 

Very nice. Runs well. Chrome 
bumpers still shiny. Only 14k 
of these made in 1985. Rare 
model. $6000. Or best offer. 

603-454-6423.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-

vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 

Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 

Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 

Installed! Starting at $350 Call 
804-739-8207 for More Details! 

Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters! 
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 

move.

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and longest 

lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-

anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer – up to 

50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 

health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 

1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 

professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.

com. 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

To advertise in 
The Enterprise

call 276-340-2445

or email 
advertise@mainstreet-

newspapers.com

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Legal 3 col x 3”
1113 1120 1127 1204 1211 1218

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
568 Laurel Ridge Estate Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 
In execution of a Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $193,325.00 dated October 17, 2022 
recorded among the land records of the Circuit Court for Patrick County on October 21, 2022 as Instrument 
Number: 220001897, the undersigned appointed Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction, at the
Main entrance of the courthouse for the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 W Blue Ridge St, Stuart, VA 
24171 on January 14, 2025 at 4:00 PM the property described in said deed of trust, located at the above ad-
dress and briefly described as: All that certain tract or parcel of land with all improvements thereon and ap-
purtenances and rights of way thereunto belonging, and being in the Blue Ridge Magisterial District of Floyd 
County, Virginia, being Lot 13, containing 4.9142 acres, as shown on that certain plat of survey prepared by 
Larry G. Rakes, CLS, dated October 29, 1984, and recorded in Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Patrick
County, Virginia, in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide 15-C; and
Together with that right to use the roadways shown the aforesaid plat of survey, for ingress and egress to 
State Route #601, as set forth in Deed dated November 19, 1984, recorded in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office in 
Deed Book 240, Page 592.
Parcel ID: 4414-111 Tax ID: 4414.00.111.
TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s deposit of $10,000.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be 
required in the form of a certified or cashier’s check. Cash will not be accepted as a deposit. Settlement 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Trustee may forfeit deposit. Additional terms to be announced at 
sale. This is a communication from a debt collector. This notice is an attempt to collect on a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 24-007522)
Substitute Trustee: ALG Trustee, LLC C/O Orlans PC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA 20177 (703) 777-7101 
website: www.Orlans.com The Vendor Covius Holding Services will be used in conjunction with this sale.

Legal 2 col x 1-1/4”
1120 1127

FOR PUBLIC NOTICE:
The Town of Stuart will hold a Planning Commission Meeting on 
Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Stuart Town Office, lo-
cated at 100 Patrick Avenue. The Stuart Planing Commission will con-
sider the Zoning Ordinance, Sign Requirements, and other business.
Those that are interested in providing comment to the Planning Com-
mission, but are unable to attend, please contact Bryce Simmons, 
Town Manager by phone at (276) 694-3811 or by email at bryce.sim-
mons@stuartva.org. 

Legal 3 col x 4-1/2”
1120 1127 

TRUSTEE’S SALE -  Real property at 4465 Bull Mountain Road, Stuart, VA 24171
In execution of a Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $125,000.00 dated April 14, 2011 and 
recorded in the land records of Patrick County at Instrument 110000729, default having been made in the 
indebtedness secured thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the 
Front Entrance of the Circuit Court for Patrick County, VA located at 101 Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 
24171, the above referenced property and fixtures or improvements thereon briefly described as “Certain 
tract or parcel of land lying and being in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick County, Virginia”, 
Tax ID 5114-34, on
December 5, 2024 AT 10:00 AM
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO any environmental or other conditions, covenants, restrictions, reserva-
tions, easements, rights of way, prior liens, and all other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of 
Trust, if any. Substitute Trustee shall have no obligation to deliver possession of the property or any other 
obligation as to the premises.
A bidder’s deposit of $23,200.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time 
of sale in the form of a certified check or cashier’s check from the purchaser or the bid will be rejected. Suc-
cessful bidder will be required to sign a memorandum of sale at the time of the sale and settle by remitting 
the balance of the purchase price within fourteen (14) days of sale. If the buyer wishes to use their own settle-
ment company and documentation, there will be a fee of $300.00 for review of their settlement documents. 
In the event of default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs 
and expenses of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee according to the Code of Virginia.
All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges to be prorated through date of sale; 
those incurred after the sale date, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the purchaser. In the 
event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to be adjusted 
from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation that the borrower did 
not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale as well as to post-sale confirmation 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not limited to, determination of whether the 
borrower entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan prior to the sale or whether 
other legal impediment to title exists. In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s 
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of sale.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Cohn Goldberg Deutsch, 410-296-2550 or www.cgdlaw.com 
re: CGD #460848. Cohn Goldberg Deutsch is a debt collector; any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
BLUE RIDGE TRUSTEES LLC
Run dates approx. November 20, 2024 and November 27, 2024
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 
hold a Public Hearing, Monday, December 9, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. to 
hear comment on amending the fiscal year 2023-2024 budget with an 
increase of $2,200,000 as follows:
 Revenue CSA Pool Funds $ 1,706,000
  Transfer Station Fees  100,000
  Ambulance Services  200,000
  Use of Reserves  194,000
  Total $ 2,200,000

 Expenditures CSA Expenditures $ 2,200,000
  Total $ 2,200,000

The hearing will be  held in the 3rd floor Courtroom in the Patrick 
County Veterans Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Vir-
ginia. A vote will be taken at the meeting. Anyone wishing to view 
the proposed budget amendments may do so a the County Administra-
tion office, Suite 218 located in the Patrick County Veterans Memorial 
building.
If you plane to atten and have any special needs requirements, please 
contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.
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BWW# VA-354662-1
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 1683 WILLIS ROAD, MEADOWS OF DAN, VA 24120. In execution of a certain 
Deed of Trust dated October 12, 2012, in the original principal amount of $120,000.00 recorded in the 
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court for Patrick County, Virginia as Instrument No. 120001901. The undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction in the front of the Circuit Court building for Patrick 
County, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia, or any such temporary alternative Circuit Court loca-
tion designated by the Judges of the Circuit Court, on January 6, 2025, at 3:15 PM, the property described in 
said Deed of Trust, located at the above address, and more particularly described as follows: ALL THOSE 
TWO CERTAIN TRACTS OR PARCELS OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE BLUE RIDGE MAG-
ISTERIAL DISTRICT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:
CONTAINING 36.980 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND 1.00 ACRE, MORE OR LESS; AND BEING THE 
SAME TWO TRACTS OR PARCELS OF LAND CONVEYED TO MICHAEL RAY BRIDGES AND SU-
SAN CAROL RAINES BRIDGES, HUSBAND AND WIFE, BY PEED FROM MICHAEL RAY BRIDGES, 
DATED OCTOBER 6, 2010, AND RECORDED IN THE CLERICS OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AS INSTRUMENT NUMBER 1001737, TO WHICH DEED REF-
ERENCE IS HERE MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY HEREIN 
CONVEYED. TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit of ten percent (10%) of the sale price or 
ten percent (10%) of the original principal balance of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, in the 
form of cash or certified funds payable to the Substitute Trustee must be present at the time of the sale. The 
balance of the purchase price will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Purchaser’s deposit may 
be forfeited to Trustee. Time is of the essence. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser may, if provided by the terms of the Trustee’s 
Memorandum of Foreclosure Sale, be entitled to a $50 cancellation fee from the Substitute Trustee, but shall 
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. A form copy of 
the Trustee’s memorandum of foreclosure sale and contract to purchase real property is available for viewing 
at www.bwwsales.com. Additional terms, if any, to be announced at the sale and the Purchaser may be given 
the option to execute the contract of sale electronically. This is a communication from a debt collector and 
any information obtained will be used for that purpose. The sale is subject to seller confirmation. Substitute 
Trustee: Equity Trustees, LLC, 8100 Three Chopt Road, Suite 240, Richmond, VA 23229. For more informa-
tion contact: B WW Law Group, LLC, attorneys for Equity Trustees, LLC, 6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101, 
Rockville, MD 20852, 301-961-6555, website: www.bwwsales.com. VA-354662-1.  

LEGAL
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We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303
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TRUSTEE’S SALE -  Real property at 4465 Bull Mountain Road, Stuart, VA 24171
In execution of a Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $125,000.00 dated April 14, 2011 and 
recorded in the land records of Patrick County at Instrument 110000729, default having been made in the 
indebtedness secured thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the 
Front Entrance of the Circuit Court for Patrick County, VA located at 101 Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 
24171, the above referenced property and fixtures or improvements thereon briefly described as “Certain 
tract or parcel of land lying and being in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick County, Virginia”, 
Tax ID 5114-34, on
December 5, 2024 AT 10:00 AM
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO any environmental or other conditions, covenants, restrictions, reserva-
tions, easements, rights of way, prior liens, and all other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of 
Trust, if any. Substitute Trustee shall have no obligation to deliver possession of the property or any other 
obligation as to the premises.
A bidder’s deposit of $23,200.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time 
of sale in the form of a certified check or cashier’s check from the purchaser or the bid will be rejected. Suc-
cessful bidder will be required to sign a memorandum of sale at the time of the sale and settle by remitting 
the balance of the purchase price within fourteen (14) days of sale. If the buyer wishes to use their own settle-
ment company and documentation, there will be a fee of $300.00 for review of their settlement documents. 
In the event of default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs 
and expenses of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee according to the Code of Virginia.
All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges to be prorated through date of sale; 
those incurred after the sale date, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the purchaser. In the 
event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to be adjusted 
from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation that the borrower did 
not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale as well as to post-sale confirmation 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not limited to, determination of whether the 
borrower entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan prior to the sale or whether 
other legal impediment to title exists. In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s 
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of sale.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Cohn Goldberg Deutsch, 410-296-2550 or www.cgdlaw.com 
re: CGD #460848. Cohn Goldberg Deutsch is a debt collector; any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
BLUE RIDGE TRUSTEES LLC
Run dates approx. November 20, 2024 and November 27, 2024

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Meetings

Monday, Dec. 9
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of the 
Patrick County Administration Building.

Wednesday, Dec. 11
Patrick County Economic Development Authori-

ty (EDA) meets at 6 p.m. in the 2nd-floor conference 
room, Patrick County Veterans Memorial Building. 

Thursday, Dec. 12
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Wednesday, Dec. 18
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. in 

the town office.

Events

Wednesday, Nov. 27
A Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held 

at the Meadows of Dan Community Building from 
4-6 p.m. Organized by Faith Baptist Church. The 
meal is free to everyone. Those unable to drive may 
call Katlyn Boyd at 2776-694-9708 to be added to 
the home delivery list.

Saturday, Nov. 30
The Holiday Market at Fairy Stone State Park 

will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Meadows of Dan Christmas Parade begins at 3 
p.m.

The Patrick County Democratic Committee will 
meet from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Patrick County 
Branch Library Community Room.

Monday, Dec. 2
A tree lighting will be held at the Landmark Cen-

ter starting at 6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 6
The Community Food Truck will be at the Wool-

wine SSRS from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 7
The Church of Living Water will hold a Christ-

mas Bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The annual Patrick County Christmas Parade 
begins at 2 p.m.

Jeb Stuart Volunteer Rescue Squad will hold a 
Community Breakfast at its building, 1258 Amer-
ican Legion Road, Stuart, from 7:30-10 a.m. Plates 
are $8 each and dine in, carry out, and curb service 
options are available. Orders can be placed by call-
ing 276-694-6171.

Wednesday, Dec. 11
The Patrick County Food Bank will hold distribu-

tion at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 
5-6: 30 p.m., at Ararat starting at 8:30 a.m., and at 
Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 12
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group will 

meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary 
Field in Stuart. Entertainment will be provided by 
Jimmy Handy. Attendees are asked to bring finger 
foods and desserts to share.

Friday, Dec. 13 – Monday, Dec. 23
The annual Festival of Lights at DeHart Park 

will be held from 6-8 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 15
The Reynolds Homestead Victorian Christmas 

will start at 1 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 20
The Community Food Bank will be at Fairystone 

VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation Office 
is now conducting sign-ups for the grades K – 3 
basketball season. Students in grades K – 1 and 
students in grades 2-3 will play on co-ed teams ac-
cording to the two described grade-level groupings. 
Games will be played on Saturdays during Febru-
ary and March 2025. The deadline for sign-ups is 
Monday, December 16. Forms are available at any 
elementary school or the recreation department. 
Questions? Call or email the recreation department 
at 276-694-3917 or recdept@co.patrick.va.us.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or just 
come and listen. 

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of every month 
at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena Vista Ave in 
Stuart. New members or volunteers are welcome. 
For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is held 
on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Quilt-
ed Colors. For more information, call 276-694-3020 
or email patrickcountyquilters@gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every 
Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Interested 
veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednesday, 5 
p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 Raven 
Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. Call Scott 
or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or email pastor@
ravenrockchurch.org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 p.m. 
at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart (across 
from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-2356 for 
more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The Willis Gap Community Center: Members 
Meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every Fri-
day. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. The music and 
dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam 
is on the last Tuesday of the month. Doors open at 
6 p.m. for food, music and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confiden-
tial Medicaid/FAMIS application and renewal as-
sistance for Virginia residents from birth to 64. No 
sign-up fees, no premiums, no deductibles. Medic-
aid renewals have resumed. Medicaid members 
need to keep their mailing address and contact in-
formation up to date. Connect Health + Wellness’ 
specially trained Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach Advo-
cate can provide more information. Call or text Ann 
Walker, (276) 732-0509, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Annual Creative Writing 
Contest now open

Entries are now being accepted for the annual 
Creative Writing Contest sponsored by The Enter-
prise.

The contest is open to all Patrick County stu-
dents.

To be considered for publication, entries of up to 
1,500 words must be typed and received via email 
to dhall@theenterprise.net. Submissions of more 
than 1,500 words are ineligible. 

Entries must be received no later than 5 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 6.  

To be considered for publication, each entry must 
include the first and last name of the student, the 
grade level and school (if applicable).

Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places 
in three grade levels: K-3, 4 through 7, and 8 to 12.

Winners may claim a prize by calling The Enter-
prise, (276) 694-3101.

PLEASE NOTE: Printed or scanned entries will 
NOT be considered for publication.

**Prizes must be claimed by Jan. 30, 2025.
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Monument
(cont. from page 1)

Community Projects
(cont. from page 1)

asking us to request the FCC to open it up to al-
low these TV satellite companies to provide sta-
tions out of Roanoke, so you get Virginia stations 
as well.”

While some board members supported the re-
quest, others called for more information before 
proceeding. Jane Fulk of the Dan River District 
suggested waiting until the Dec. 9 meeting, cit-
ing concerns about potential disruptions to ex-
isting services.

Revolutionary War Monument
The board unanimously approved the instal-

lation of a Revolutionary War Soldiers Monu-
ment at the Stuart library. John Reynolds, pres-
ident of the Patrick County Historical Society, 
presented the proposal, which was initiated by 
board member John Wesley Martin, a descen-
dant of a Revolutionary War soldier.

Reynolds said the monument, crafted from 
granite and standing approximately seven feet 
tall, will list 160 to 170 soldiers from the area 
who served in the war, with space to add addi-
tional names if discovered.

“It will have printed 160 to 170 names on it 
with space to add more. The top of the monu-
ment will include ‘Patrick County Historical So-
ciety’ and a relief of a minuteman soldier,” Reyn-
olds said.

The monument will be situated to the left of 
the walkway leading to the library, near the flag-
pole. Reynolds assured the board there would be 
no cost to the county, as the Historical Society 
would cover any maintenance needs.

“This will be a monument that lasts a long, 
long time for the county. Being a veteran my-
self, these Revolutionary War veterans need to 
be commemorated just like all the others,” Reyn-
olds said, adding that the monument will coin-
cide with the 250th anniversary of the American 
Revolution in 2026.

In other matters, the board also:
*Heard from Stuart Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment President John West regarding comments 
from County Administrator Beth Simms that 
appeared in the November 13 edition of The En-
terprise.

“Ms. Simms, one of her statements was, and 
it’s in partial context to that all of her other em-
ployees would be better off to quit their jobs and 
apply to work in EMS (Emergency Management 
Services) department,” he said, adding that isn’t 
quite accurate, because EMS employees must 
meet certain qualifications, including comple-
tion of a 162+ hour course. 

“I know we tried to have them here in the coun-
ty, we need to have a certain number of people to 
be able to do that,” he said.

Simms’ other texted statement was about com-
pression and equity issues being created because 
of the pay reinstatement to Station 8 employees.

“There’s not an equity issue unless you’re 
talking about other EMTs and paramedics, be-
cause unless you’re talking about them across 
the board type of pay raise, it’s just not the same 
type of thing. It’s no different than talking about 
someone who’s operating the waste treatment 
plant versus someone who’s on trash crew,” he 
said.

*Heard from Steve Ferring about funding to 
the Department of Social Services. He said it 
appears the board is applying the DSS funding 
mismanagement to the entirety of county func-
tions and resources.

“This is dangerous and irresponsible, and it’s 
obvious that you know less than the profession-
als that administer the day-to-day county func-
tions. Your irresponsible management with” 
DSS “for the last three years, not only put foster 
children in mortal jeopardy, but our county fi-
nances in peril as well,” he said.

Ferring requested Clayton Kendrick, of the 
Mayo River District, tell residents the financial 
liability of the bills that remained unpaid from 
last year total from his chairmanship of the sub-
committee that had financial oversight of DSS.

“Odd that these required funds of up to $6,300 
for fiscal year are not in the current budget. One 
can only assume he knew this problem existed, 
since he was the cause of its existence in the first 
place and the chair of the committee that draft-
ed the current county budget,” Ferring said.

*Heard from Debbie Foley, captain of the 

Smith River Volunteer Rescue Squad, about the 
county’s Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
services and the restoration of Station 8.

*Heard from Virginia Department of Forestry 
Technician Cory Johnson, who introduced him-
self to the board. 

*Heard from Walter Scott, who talked about 
what’s being done with the old school board of-
fice building and Rural Services trash pickup 
schedules.

*Heard an update from Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&HCC) President Dr. Greg 
Hodges regarding the Patrick County Education 
Foundation and the Patrick Promise.

*Awarded the bid to Schnabel for the Ararat 
Watershed Dams Professional Engineering Ser-
vices. 

*Awarded the bid to American Roofing Com-
pany to redo the roofing at P&HCC’s Stuart site.

*Scheduled a public hearing for December 9 to 
consider giving additional funding to the Child 
Services Act (SCA).

*Heard a DSS update from Director Carol 
Craig.

*Discussed the dangerous dog vaccination fees 
ordinance.

*Approved an updated Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between the board and the 
Economic Development Authority (EDA) re-
garding the Business Development Center In-
teragency Agreement.

*Approved a resolution for Delay in Solar Ap-
plications.

*Appointed Megan Stokes to the DSS Board 
for the At-Large position. 

*Approved the Oct. 21 meeting minutes.
*Approved the bills, claims, and appropria-

tions.
*Heard the administrator’s report from Assis-

tant Administrator/Human Resources (HR) Di-
rector Donna Shough.

*Heard the supervisors’ reports.
For additional details, the board’s full meet-

ing minutes are available upon request from the 
county administration office.

to get fuel, food, lodging, and they also 
come for arts and culture and things 
like that as well. So, we wanted to 
build stronger connections between 
the parkway and parkway visitors and 
the gateway communities,” he said.

Brandt said several themes that 
were common to every locality were 
discovered, including marketing com-
munities for tourists. 

“We want to get signs on the park-
way telling them there’s a community 
like Stuart or like Floyd, but also use 
those international symbols so when 
people get off of the exit of the park-
way, they know where they’re going,” 
he said.

Enhancing education is another 
theme, Brandt said as many commu-
nities noted it’s hard to find and hire 
qualified employees.

“I know from park service stand-
point, the last two years 50 percent of 
their seasonal positions have not been 
filled because they haven’t had quali-
fied applicants, in some cases no appli-
cants at all,” he said.

Advocacy is also important because 
it’s sometimes difficult for a single 
county to get anything accomplished, 
“but if all 29 counties and all the com-
munities along the parkway are advo-
cating for themselves and the common 
things that they need, I think we’ll be 
more successful in funding the things 
that are important to the communities 
along the parkway,” he said.

Regarding Mabry Mill, Brandt said 
the foundation has raised most of 
the money to purchase the shakes to 
replace its roof. It’s currently raising 
money to fund the craftsmen who can 
do the installation.

“There’s also the pond that needs to 
be dredged, and if you’ve tried to walk 
along the asphalt trails you know that 
even if you’re a sure-footed person, 
it’s a little bit challenging because the 
walkways have deteriorated. There’s a 
lot of investment that we want to help 
make at Mabry’s Mill to improve that 
visitor experience,” he said.

Brandt also talked about the gener-
al state of the Parkway and the efforts 
to maintain it and increase tourism to 
it.

Economic Development and 
Tourism

Patrick County Economic Devel-
opment Director James Houchins 
detailed projects aimed at fostering 
growth, including a small business 
incubator and a potential apartment 
complex in Stuart to attract profes-
sionals relocating to the area. He also 
highlighted the $37.7 million impact 
of tourism in the county, driven by at-
tractions like Fairy Stone State Park 
and the Mayo River Rail Trail.

The Small Business Development 
Center that started several years ago 
is finally out to bid. “Hopefully, once 
we have to go through the due dil-
igence, once the bids come back in, 
we should be able to see some type of 
movement with that particular build-
ing. This is going to be a business incu-
bator right behind the Visitor’s Center 
to help some up and coming entrepre-
neurs have places to be able to come 
in and set up shop until they can find 
some other places to go,” he said.

The Cockram’s Mill project, which 
hopes to turn the property into a ta-
phouse, Houchins said the owner re-
cently turned in his designs for the 
county’s Building Inspections Build-
ing Official to review. “Hopefully we 
can have some better news before the 
end of the year because all of us want 
a win,” he said.

Houchins noted there’s also plans 
for a company to build an apartment 
complex on Commerce Street in Stu-
art. He believes this is important and 
timely as Micro Port, a company that 
makes battery separators and engi-
neered materials, plans to relocate to 
Danville. 

“We’re only 50 minutes away from 
the site. I timed myself as I was going 
down to visit with them, so that will 
help us with a lot of influx too. With 
the apartment complex, I think we 
should be set and poised to have some 
growth in the county,” he said. 

However, Houchins also noted re-
taining already existing businesses in 
the county is still the primary focus.

With tourism, Houchins said its 
direct impact on Patrick County was 
$25 million and its indirect and in-
duced impact was $12.1 million.

“The total impact for Patrick Coun-
ty was $37.7 million. Our local taxes, 
which helps our TOT (Transient Occu-
pancy Tax) was $1.7 million in 2023, 
and we’re very fortunate to have that,” 
he said.

In addition to the Blue Ridge Park-
way and Primland, Houchins said 
some tourism highlights include the 

newly opened Red Rooster Amuse-
ment Park, Fairy Stone State Park, 
and The Oaks RV Resort.

Houchins said the county also needs 
to increase its outdoor recreation op-
tions. “We’ve been working diligently 
over the last several years with the 
Mayo River Rail Trail” with communi-
ty partners, and “we are having meet-
ings to try to improve the Mayo River 
Rail Trail, but we’re not looking at just 
in the Stuart area, we’re also looking 
at throughout the county,” he said.

Patrick & Henry Community 
College

Associate Vice President Tiffani 
Underwood introduced the Patrick 
Promise initiative, aiming to provide 
Patrick County graduates free tuition 
at Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege. The program requires additional 
funding but is part of broader efforts to 
improve educational attainment and 
workforce development in the region.

Between federal financial aid and 
scholarship programs through the 
P&HCC Foundation, Underwood said 
54 percent of currently enrolled Pat-
rick County students are able to at-
tend P&HCC free to the family.

“But we know there are more out 
there who would take advantage of 
that opportunity if they knew they 
could without that additional burden 
of having to pay the tuition, books, 
fees, and what may come with that. 
So, we’ve been working to raise funds, 
somewhat quietly a little bit in the 
beginning, through grants, individual 
donors, organizations,” she said.

So far, more than $160,000 has been 
raised. However, Underwood said at 
least $270,000 is needed to launch 
Patrick Promise for the first three 
years.

“All together, after we raise that 
$270,000, we will need to continue to 
raise $135,000 a year to continue that 
program until we have an endowment 
established that earns enough to pay 
for that,” she said.

While this information was shared 
with local business and community 

leaders, Underwood said individual 
donations also are needed and appre-
ciated.

Underwood also spoke about P&H-
CC’s programs, facilities, classes, and 
students.

U.S. 58 Expansion
Branch Civil Project Executive 

Robbie Williams provided an update 
on the $100 million 7.4 mile U.S. 58 
expansion, with work expected to 
conclude by summer 2026. He noted 
ongoing challenges with traffic man-
agement and coordination at key in-
tersections.

“Today, we started to switch the 
traffic from Trot Valley down to what 
many of you know as Karl Weiss’ 
house. We got about 75 acres of dirt 
moved (and) should have most of it 
moved by March, early spring. We will 
be hauling dirt through the winter, so 
they’ll be flagging going on,” he said.

Williams said the connection at 
Route 8 will be a challenge. 

“You can see where the new road’s 
going now, 8’s going to come tee into 
it. If VDOT (Virginia Department of 
Transportation) insists, then we’ll 
place both box cords at Howell’s Store 
(Howell’s Grocery). So, we’re going 
to place box cords, maintain traffic, 
maintain storage. If we get around to 
leave those boxes in place they’re 1975 
Persian boxes, they’re not too bad in 
shape that’ll make things a lot easier, 
but I don’t know if that’s going to fly or 
not,” he said.

Williams said the project’s target to 
be completed is May 2026.

“It will definitely be done in ’26. 
We’re targeting May,” but “it may be 
summer of ’26,” he said.

STEP, Inc.
STEP, Inc. Program Director Kath-

leen McEvoy shared updates on ser-
vices for children, seniors, and fami-
lies, including free childcare programs 
and a new diaper bank launching in 
2025. She highlighted the organiza-
tion’s efforts to provide meals and 
transportation for seniors, with more 
than 28,000 meals delivered last year. 

Primland Resort
General Manager Will Rentschler 

announced plans for new amenities, 
including a ropes challenge course 
and expanded residential facilities. 
October marked one of the resort’s 
best months, with significant growth 
in tourism from the Northeast.

Town of Stuart
Town Manager Bryce Simmons re-

ported progress on several projects, 
including the $1.7 million Downtown 
Revitalization Project and the town’s 
lead service line inventory, which re-
vealed no lead pipes but identified gal-
vanized lines requiring replacement.

Beth Morris, grant writer, and P&HCC Associate Vice President Tiffani Underwood also 
addressed those attending the event.
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Bats are Beneficial Program held at Patrick Springs Primary School

A Bats are Beneficial Program was 
presented to students of Patty Mosket-
ti, Morgan Norman, and Samantha 
Martin classes at Patrick Springs Pri-
mary School on Nov 15. The students 
learned about the benefits of bats in 
the environment and bat behavior. 

They also heard bat stories, made a bat 
craft and they all signed their names 
on a bat house that will be installed 
near the school. The program was led 
by Master Gardeners Revonda Gilbert. 
Jessica Hines, Deborah Foster, Carol 
Russo and Norma Bozenmayer.

Solar Sale Scams
The sun might be shining on solar 

energy, but buyers beware – costly 
solar panel scams could leave you 
in the dark with massive loans and 
higher bills. Here’s what you need 
to know to stay in the light against 
this scam.

The sales pitch often starts with 
a solar salesperson knocking on the 
front door, calling on the phone, or 
connecting on social media, offer-
ing promises of lower energy bills, 
reduced emissions, and increased 
resale value. They’ll likely push a 
special deal – but only if you sign 
right away.

Be suspicious and don’t share 
sensitive personal information 
with anyone who calls, emails, or 

visits you out of the blue promoting 
a solar panel deal, and always read 
the fine print before signing any 
document. Know that the govern-
ment does not have any program 
that installs solar panels on the 
houses of Americans for free. If you 
are interested in solar, research 
providers, get multiple estimates, 
and check for complaints and is-
sues with installation companies 
by visiting the Better Business Bu-
reau national business directory at 
bbb.org/search.

Report scams to local law en-
forcement. For help from AARP, 
call 877-908-3360 or visit the 
AARP Fraud Watch Network at 
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.
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Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

Happy Holidays from 
Pa�ick County Tourism

Heating | Cooling | Electrical
hydroairsystems.net

Mechanical | Electrical | Generators
276.694.7308 • Cell: 276.692.7151

Joey Errichetti,
Owner

WE ARE THE LARGEST PROVIDER OF INVISALIGN.  
WE GET IT RIGHT!

Please check with us if you are considering this, even if you 
require to receive treatment in another area we will refer you 
to a practice that will provide you with quality care. 

There is a wide array of clear aligner treatment available, 
including di�erent levels of treatment quality even from 
Invisalign. Some don’t work too well.  We have retreated 
many hundreds of failures. We wish we had seen them �rst.

We see multiple clear aligner patients every hour and 
have a great momentum of experience.  Call Today!

We Wish You & Your Family, Safe & Happy Holiday!!

MARTINSVILLE LOCATION
25 CLEVELAND AVE., SUITE E, MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 638-8888  •  DAVIDJONESORTHODONTICS.COM

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut!

2890 Fork Mountain Road  |  Bassett VA 24112  |  danielsautoglass.com   

When Only the Best Will Do!

Contact Our Team to Schedule an Appointment Today!
Auto Glass (540) 489-4013  |  Tint (540) 493-9790

Hike the Tobacco Heritage Trail with DRBA
The Dan River Basin Association (DRBA) in-

vites you to hike the Tobacco Heritage Trail in 
South Boston, Virginia, on Saturday, December 
7. The organization’s First Saturday Outing 
will take advantage of the rail-to-trail with a 
5.2-mile round trip walk between South Boston 
and the Berry Hill Resort.

Participants will meet at 10 a.m. at the Cot-
ton Mill Park trailhead, 196 Railroad Avenue, 
South Boston, VA. The compacted crushed stone 
surface of the trail makes it an easy walk, and, 
like most rail trails, the path is relatively level.

The History of the Trail
DRBA enjoyed a preliminary walk on the rail 

bed back in 2008 before it was improved for hik-
ers, bicyclists, and equestrians.

The pathway is clearly marked with the trail’s 
logo, a golden tobacco leaf in a red circle. The 
trail is part of a system planned ultimately to 
stretch 150 miles across Southern Virginia.

According to Tom McLaughlin of SoVaNow, 
the trail has “scenery that’s more subtle than 
spectacular” and “exudes an aura of peace.” A 
small clearing high on the river bank enables 
one to pause and contemplate the flowing wa-
ters of the Dan.

Closer to Berry Hill Resort is a duck impound-
ment habitat funded by the Game Commission 
and dedicated to the memory of the late Big-

gie Hunt. Naturally, sightings of waterfowl are 
common here.

Construction of the trail was funded by the 
Virginia Department of Transportation along 
a former right of way of the Richmond Dan-
ville Spur Trail. At the old Halifax Cotton Mill, 
owned by the Town of South Boston, a botanical 

garden is planned for what will be Cotton Mill 
Park, near the trailhead.

Tobacco Heritage Trail Coordinator Heather 
Susee recently met with interested volunteers 
in South Boston to establish a Halifax Coun-
ty chapter of “Friends of the Tobacco Heritage 
Trail.”

Participants in DRBA’s outing are asked to 
bring lunch and water. Dress in layers of syn-
thetic fabric or wool, wear hiking boots or walk-
ing shoes, and be prepared for wind or rain. If 
desired, bring a walking stick or poles. All par-
ticipants are asked to sign a waiver.

Directions
To reach the trailhead from the south, take US 

58/US 360 to South Boston. Turn north onto US 
501 (Main Street). Continue onto Broad Street 
and cross the Dan River. Take the first left onto 
Factory Street. Take the second left onto Sey-
mour Drive. Seymour Drive will cross, then 
parallel, the railroad. Turn right onto Railroad 
Drive into the parking lot near the trailhead.

From the north, take US 501 (Halifax Road) 
to South Boston. Continue onto Wilborn Avenue 
for 0.9 mile. Turn right onto Edmunds Street, 
and continue for 0.4 mile. Turn left onto Rail-
road Drive, and continue for 0.4 mile to the 
parking lot near the trailhead.

Courtesy of DRBA


