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Weiland reflects on more
than two decades of service

By Taylor Boyd

Ray Weiland, a dedicated public
servant, marked the end of his 23-
year tenure with the Town of Stu-
art on December 18, receiving acco-
lades during his final town council
meeting. Weiland, who served as
mayor for 12 of those years, chose
not to seek reelection following his
promotion to Engineering Field Di-
rector for the Virginia Department
of Health (VDH) Office of Drinking
Water.

In his new role, Weiland oversees
the Danville Field Office, which
regulates nearly 400 waterworks
across 17 counties and four cities,
including Patrick County. He ex-
plained his decision to step down,
in part citing potential conflicts of
interest.

“Some of this grant money comes
from the Office of Drinking Water,
and I just didn’t want...anyone
thinking there’s any kind of conflict
of interest there,” Weiland said.

A Reluctant Start in Public
Service

Weiland’s journey in local gov-
ernment began in 2001 when his
coworker, Rick Prutting, urged him
to fill a vacant council seat.

“After much convincing...it took
me a while to say okay, but I finally,
reluctantly said, ‘alright.” T figured
that’s all I would do. Well, needless
to say, now it’s 23 years later,” Wei-
land recalled.

What began as a temporary com-
mitment soon became a passion. “It
was interesting in what was going

Ray Weiland reflected on 23 years of service
to Stuart, including 12 years as mayor.

on behind the scenes that I had no
idea about,” he said, admitting that
he had never attended a council
meeting prior to taking the role.
Weiland ran for reelection mul-
tiple times, often unopposed, and
found himself at the forefront of
transformative projects.
Early Achievements
When Weiland joined the coun-
cil, Stuart’s water treatment plant
was undergoing upgrades and the
first Downtown Revitalization proj-
ect had recently concluded. As he
became more familiar with council
operations, Weiland was part of ini-
tiatives that reshaped the town.
(See Weiland p. 3)
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A snowplow took a break in a parking lot in downtown Stuart after clearing roads as a
winter storm blanketed the area Sunday and Monday.

Winter Storm Brings
Snow, Ice, and Cleanup
Crews Across the County

By Debbie Hall

As a snow and ice storm swept
through the region Sunday and Mon-
day, plows became familiar sights on
roads across the county. Snow accu-
mulations varied widely, with some
areas seeing several inches, while
others experienced lighter coverage.

The situation shifted Monday as
freezing rain moved in, creating
icy conditions before temperatures
climbed slightly, melting much of the
Snow in some areas.

State officials urged residents to

use caution on untreated roads and
sidewalks, as patches of ice lingered
despite efforts to clear major thor-
oughfares. Crews remained active
through Monday evening, working to
address icy spots, ensure safe travel
and the aftermath of expected gusty
winds.

Meteorologists predict tempera-
tures will remain near freezing for
the next few days, with the potential
for additional winter weather later in
the week.

(See Winter Storm p.2)

Lifelong Servant, Leader,
and Advocate Remembered
for Dedication to Community

By Taylor Boyd

D. Victor Williams Jr., a prom-
inent figure in the Patrick Coun-
ty and Martinsville communities,
passed away on Sunday, December
29, 2024, at SOVAH Health in Mar-
tinsville. He was 70 years old.

Williams was known for his un-
wavering commitment to service,
spanning decades in healthcare,
local government, and community
volunteerism. His legacy includes
significant contributions to the Jeb
Stuart Volunteer Rescue Squad,
local healthcare facilities, and the
Town of Stuart, where he served as
mayor from 1986 to 1988.

A 30-year lifetime member of the
Jeb Stuart Volunteer Rescue Squad,
Williams was certified in Advanced
Life Support/EMT-Shock Trauma
and Cardiac Tech. Derek Wagner,
president of the rescue squad, high-
lighted Williams’ dedication and
leadership.

“I think what I will remember
most about Victor is he was a car-
ing person, easy to talk to. He sure
helped Jeb out through some tough
times with his business knowledge
and wisdom,” Wagner said.

Though his call activity decreased
in recent years due to health chal-
lenges, Williams continued to sup-
port the squad as vice president
and, in 2024, began serving as
president. Wagner emphasized Wil-
liams’ passion for doing things right
and his desire to see others succeed.

“If he was going to do something,
he wanted to do it right. He’s defi-
nitely going to be missed, and he
was a friend to most of us down
there,” Wagner said.

Fellow squad member Galen Gil-
bert praised Williams’ thoughtful
approach and problem-solving abil-
ities.

“He knew his stuff, he was a good
provider, and very reasonable about
everything. You could bounce all the
questions off of him, and he would
go through all of them and figure it
out,” Gilbert said.

Williams was instrumental in ad-
vancing healthcare in the region.
As president and CEO of The Land-

Victor Williams'’ life was defined by his tireless

service, compassion, and leadership.
Whether through his contributions to
healthcare, local government, or the

rescue squad, he leaves behind a legacy
of dedication and care that will be fondly
remembered by all who knew him.

mark Group until his retirement in
2019, he played a key role in con-
structing and operating facilities
like the Blue Ridge Nursing Center,
Blue Ridge Therapy Connection,
and Highland Ridge Health and Re-
hab Center.

He held licenses as a Nursing
Home Administrator, Assisted Liv-
ing Administrator, and Preceptor,
and he served on numerous boards
and committees with the Virginia
Health Care Association.

A devoted supporter of education,
Williams served on the Patrick
& Henry College Board of Direc-
tors and volunteered as an athlet-
ic trainer for Patrick County High
School (PCHS) sports programs. He
regularly attended sports medicine
conferences at the University of
Virginia to enhance his knowledge.

Lester Harrell, a fellow Jeb Stu-
art member, recalled Williams’ un-
wavering support for others.

“If he thought that you had value
or considered you a friend, Victor
would give you the shirt off of his
back,” Harrell said.

(See Lifelong Servant p.3)

Board

A winter storm that dropped sev-
eral inches of snow and ice through-
out the county Sunday through
Monday prompted the Patrick
County Supervisors to reschedule
their organizational meeting. The
board is now slated to elect new
officers on January 13 at 6 p.m.
in the third-floor meeting room of
the Patrick County Administration
Building.

resets

organizational meeting

The board will elect a new chair-
man and vice-chairman, and con-
sider adopting its Rules of Pro-
cedure and a proposed meeting
schedule for the upcoming year.

In other business, the board will
appoint members to various com-
mittees. The county attorney is
scheduled to discuss items with
board members, and the board will
consider meeting in closed session.

The Ridge Gun Range Fosters
Safety and Confidence,
Particularly for Women

By Taylor Boyd

Jamie Kerley, own-
er of The Ridge Gun
Range, is on a mission
to empower women
with the skills and con- [
fidence to handle fire- B
arms for self-defense.

Kerley’s focus stems f
from a belief that wom- |
en often don’t realize
they can be targets.

“I've actually sat in
the Walmart parking
lot in my car for about
15-20 minutes and

The Ridge Gun Range
393 likes « 750 followers

watched women just
hop out of their cars on
the phone, not paying

For more details, visit Facebook.com/TheRidgeGunRange.

attention to their sur-
roundings. They don’t
realize that at any mo-
ment they could be a
target,” she said.

Kerley emphasized
that in today’s world,
everyone faces some
level of risk. Howev-
er, she believes many
women avoid carrying
firearms because they
lack familiarity and
comfort with them.

“They’ve never had
anybody show them. I
hate to say it like this,
but other than their
uncles or their dads,”
Kerley said most wom-
en haven’t interacted
with firearms.

Kerley herself has
no law enforcement or
military background.
Instead, she describes
herself as “just a chick
who took a concealed
carry course”’ and felt

compelled to share her

knowledge.
Now certified
through the Depart-

ment of Justice and
the National Rifle
Association (NRA),
Kerley teaches North
Carolina and Virginia
concealed carry class-
es, with a special em-
phasis on welcoming
women.

“We do a lot of that
stuff here, especially
with women. I've ac-
tually taught a young
lady who has cerebral
palsy—she has one
hand, one eye, and
a bad leg. I worked
with her for about six
months,” she said.

Kerley regularly of-
fers women-only class-
es, believing they fos-
ter a more comfortable
environment.

“I've had a lot of peo-

ple come, and that’s
what they say,” she
said. “I had a lady
and a guy who were
staying at Meadows of
Dan. They stopped by
here, and they’re from
Edenton, North Caroli-
na. She said, T've been
looking for like three
years for a firearm,
and I went to every
gun shop.” She told me,
You've made me feel
so comfortable.”

Kerley noted that
the woman plans to re-
turn for her concealed
carry class.

As a woman in a
male-dominated field,
Kerley  understands
the challenges.

“At every gun range
I've been to, I didn’t
feel comfortable. I
didn’t feel welcome.
That’s what I wanted

(See The Ridge p.2)
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(cont. from page 1)

to change here,” she said.

Kerley also teaches women techniques tai-
lored to their unique needs, such as how to draw
a firearm from the various places they might
carry it.

“For men, it’s easy. They’re either carrying” in
one of two common ways, she said. “Women, we
carry in all different places. So that’s one thing I
do that a lot of other places don’t do.”

Since taking over the business in early 2024,
Kerley has sought to create a welcoming, fami-
ly-oriented atmosphere at the range, which was
previously known as Rabbit Ridge Gun Range.

Instead of celebrating an annual anniversary
in January, Kerley decided to hold a family re-
union each October.

“The family is anybody who’s ever been here
and anybody who’s welcome to be here because

we're open to the public,” she said.

The most recent reunion featured tables filled
with food brought by regulars and a lively atmo-
sphere on the shooting range.

“My whole goal here when I opened was to be
like Cheers, but without the alcohol,” she said. “I
didn’t want it to feel like just a gun range.”

Kerley also prioritizes gun safety education
for children.

“There’s a lot of people who want their chil-
dren to learn the correct way. You can’t teach
them the correct way all the time in the back-
yard. Bring them here, and they learn about gun
safety,” she said.

Her six-year-old daughter shoots a .22 rifle
from a tripod, while her nine-year-old son prac-
tices with a pistol.

Kerley hopes to dispel misconceptions about

The Ridge Gun Range offers a vanety of faC|I|t|es mcIudmg a rn‘le range and a clay range.

Winter Storm

firearms.

“My whole goal is to get everybody to know
that guns aren’t the problem; it’s the people be-
hind them. If they’re not safe and don’t know the
correct way, that’s a lot of the problem,” she said.

The Ridge Gun Range charges by the day and
allows visitors to bring their own firearms and
ammunition, which is also available for pur-
chase onsite.

“The only thing I don’t allow in here are ar-
mor-piercing or tracer rounds, but everything
else I allow,” Kerley said.

The facility includes a regular gun range, a
long-distance rifle range, and a clay range.

For more information, contact Kerley at (276)
251-2013 or theridgerange@yahoo.com. Details
are also available at Facebook.com/TheRidge-
GunRange.

(cont. from page 1)

Snowfall amounts varied across the area, and slightly raised temperatures Monday began melting much of the snow, as seen in the photos from the Stuart area.

New administration could help farmers
by addressing meat 1ndustry monopolies

Trimmel Gomes

Virginia News Connection

As inflation and falling crop pric-
es continue to affect Virginia farm-
ers, their advocates said the incoming
Trump administration could take steps
to reform the nation’s industrial agri-
culture system.

Ideas include ending foreign farm-
land ownership, blocking a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture rule mandat-
ing farmers use electronic ID tags on
livestock and ending lobbying by global
food corporations. The latest federal

data show net farm income dropped by
more than 4% this year, after declining
by nearly 20% in 2023.

Joe Maxwell, chief strategy officer for
Farm Action, said voters overwhelm-
ingly support reforms to break up major
corporations’ hold on the nation’s food
system.

“Eighty-eight percent of rural voters
in battleground states during this last
election cycle say they would be more
favorable toward a candidate who sup-
ports cracking down on meat-process-
ing monopolies and ensuring local busi-

last year.

“That pumped a lot of
money, I believe tens of
millions of dollars, into
the expansion and the
creation of new, smaller
and more regionally ori-
ented meat processors,”
Newman recounted.
“There’d be more compe-
tition in these areas and
so, more businesses like
mine would be able to
spin up and offer some

orris

Memorial Services

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

Visit our website for pricing:
wwwnorrl memor1alserv1ces com

nesses can compete,” Maxwell reported.

Maxwell predicted food producers
will likely be hit harder by President
Donald Trump’s tariff plan. This month,
Congress passed a one-year extension
of the 2018 Farm Bill, with $10 billion
in economic aid to farmers and tempo-
rary funding for federal farm programs.

Chris Newman, cofounder of Black-
bird Farms near Colonial Beach, views
monopolies in meat processing as a crit-
ical issue. As a poultry integrator, he
supports bringing back the Meat and
Poultry Processing Expansion Program,
which provided millions in grants to
independent businesses before ending

competition to the big in-
tegrators like JBS, Smithfield, etc.”

Maxwell added a new Farm Bill would
offer a chance to make major changes to
benefit small farmers and consumers,
and boost local supply chains.

“We believe with the current envi-
ronment, it is reasonable to have the
perfect opportunity to get both parties
pushing for antitrust reform and action
within the next two years,” Maxwell
projected.

According to a Farm Action report,
between 2017 and 2022, more than
140,000 farmers nationwide went out of
business.
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(cont. from page 1)

The Uptown Revitalization project was par-
ticularly notable, transforming Main Street by
moving powerlines underground, improving
sidewalks, and installing streetlamps and plant-
ers.

“It really turned out fantastic on Main Street,”
Weiland said.

The town also acquired property to build the
Stuart Farmers’ Market and Amphitheater, a
project that remains a focal point of community
activity.

Taking the Helm as Mayor

Weiland became mayor in 2012
then-Mayor Jimmy McHone stepped down.

“I don’t think anybody else was interested in
running for mayor at the time,” he said. Encour-
aged by colleagues, Weiland decided to take on
the leadership role, setting ambitious goals.

One of his primary objectives was addressing
the town’s aging infrastructure, particularly the
wastewater treatment plant. Weiland also cham-
pioned the construction of a new fire department
building, a project initially slated for Commerce
Street but ultimately realized through the ren-
ovation of the old Food Lion building on Wood
Brothers Drive.

“Its location was absolutely perfect,” he said,
adding that the renovated building saved the

after

town over $1 million.

Challenges and Triumphs

The wastewater treatment plant upgrade was
a longer journey, plagued by permitting delays
and the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these hur-
dles, the project was completed successfully.

“The discharge water...is as clean or cleaner
than the water when we took it out of the Mayo
River,” Weiland said proudly.

Another highlight of Weiland’s tenure was the
purchase and revival of the Star Theatre. Op-
erated by One Family Productions, the theater
now serves as a cultural hub for music, movies,
and plays.

“We felt the theater would be a great addition
for entertainment in the town,” he said.

Financial Growth

Under Weiland’s leadership, the town’s finan-
cial standing improved dramatically. Stuart’s
bank balance grew from $400,000 to approx-
imately $5 million, including $1.7 million ear-
marked for the next Downtown Revitalization
project.

Planned upgrades include enhancements to
the Stuart Farmers’ Market, the construction
of a megadeck connecting downtown buildings,
and the installation of generators at the water
and wastewater plants to ensure uninterrupted

operations during power outages.

A Legacy of Service

As he steps away from public office, Weiland
expressed confidence in the town’s future.

“We have a great town council and an excel-
lent Town Manager in Bryce Simmons...I know
that they’re going to continue the good work that
we’ve been doing all along,” he said.

Weiland also praised former Town Manager
Terry Tilley, who served for 42 years, and the
town’s employees for their dedication.

“It’s just been a really good run, and I'm really
proud of everything that we accomplished over
the years,” he said.

Looking Ahead

While his focus now shifts to his role with the
VDH, Weiland remains open to serving the town
in other capacities.

“If they ask me to be on a committee or some-
thing...I would be more than happy to do that
and help them out in any way that I can,” he
said.

A Grateful Goodbye

Weiland extended his gratitude to Stuart’s
residents for their support over the years.

“They allowed me to serve the town for so
long...it’s been an honor,” he said.

Lifelong Servant

(cont. from page 1)

Harrell also fondly remembered Williams’ sto-
ries about growing up with his family and their
adventures with various animals, including a
chimpanzee.

“They had a chimpanzee for years. He used to
talk about their interactions with it and how it
would wrestle them down. It was just unbeliev-
able, but I believe every (story) was true,” Har-
rell said.

In addition to serving as Stuart’s mayor, Wil-
liams received numerous accolades for his ser-
vice, including the 2009 Patrick County High

School Community Service Award and the 2013
DAR Community Service Award.

Former Stuart Town Manager Terry Tilley de-
scribed Williams as a thoughtful and intelligent
leader.

“I really enjoyed working with him. I worked
with him a couple of years, three years, and
been knowing the family for about 40-something
years. All of them were good young men, and all
friends,” Tilley said.

Dean Goad, a former Stuart council member,
said Williams did a very good job in the role.

“They didn’t have as much to work with bud-
get wise when Victor was there. But he served
well, and he was a nice fella. He did a good job
while he was on there,” Goad said.

Born on November 3, 1954, at Martinsville
Hospital, Williams was a graduate of Patrick
County High School and Carson-Newman Col-
lege, where he played football as a defensive
lineman. He was a member of Stuart Presbyte-
rian Church and a lifelong learner who enjoyed
reading on diverse topics.

(Full Obituary on page 8)

Stuart Rotary Club Productions Receives Virginia
Tourism Corporation Grant for Tourism Marketing

The Stuart Rotary Club (SRC) Productions
received a $5,000 reimbursable grant from the
Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC)’s Special
Events & Festivals Sponsorship Program (SEF)
for the Stuart Beach Music Festival.

SRC Productions will supply a minimum of
$5,000 in matching funds to be reimbursed by
the grant to host the event at Wayside Park on
June 12 — 14. The 43rd Stuart Beach Music Fes-
tival will feature seven bands, food, beverages
and merchandise vendors. The event promotes
Patrick County tourism and attracts music lov-
ers from several states.

Virginia Tourism Corporation will award
more than $812,139 in matching grant funds
to 81 special events and festivals as part of this
program, ultimately impacting 324 combined
partners. The VTC Special Events & Festivals
Sponsorship Program is designed to leverage
local marketing and event production dollars
with matching state funds to increase overnight
visitation, improve the visitor experience, and
increase traveler spending at Virginia special
events and festivals. The program also extends
the Virginia is for Lovers brand to drive special
event and festival visitation. Each Go Virginia
region is limited to 20% of available funds cre-
ating a matrix of sponsored special events and
festivals statewide.

Using the hub and spoke tourism model to
create multi-day itineraries, four Virginia en-
tities partner financially to apply for funding.
Partners may consist of Virginia cities, towns,
counties, destination marketing organizations,
restaurants, museums, attractions, and other

tourism-related businesses. With the special
event or festival as the main lure, the program
is designed to encourage visitors to extend their
stay to experience Virginia Main Streets, bou-
tique shopping, unique restaurants, and historic
sites creating significant economic impact driv-
en by the special event or festival.

This funding cycle, local partners will commit
more than $4.8 million in private-public sector
funds to match the VTC funding, providing more
than $5.62 million in new marketing and event
production activity focused on increasing over-
night visitation to Virginia in 2025.

“The Stuart Rotary Club is a strong communi-
ty partner, and the Beach Music Festival is one
of the main attractions that helps support our
county tourism efforts. I am thankful for their
work and glad to see them receive this support
from the Virginia Tourism Corporation, our
partner at the state level,” said James Houchins,
Director of Economic Development & Tourism.

“Special events and festivals are at the heart
of what makes Virginia such a unique and vi-
brant destination,” said Rita McClenny, Presi-
dent and CEO of Virginia Tourism Corporation.
“We are excited to support these events through
the Special Events & Festivals Sponsorship Pro-
gram, helping to create unforgettable experi-
ences while increasing overnight visitation and
traveler spending in Virginia.”

VTC will have additional grant and sponsor-
ship rounds opening throughout 2025. Organi-
zations and businesses that are interested in
applying may visit vatc.org/grants for more in-
formation.

A full list of funding recipients for all grant
programs can be found here.

Out-of-state visitors and Virginians alike are
encouraged to visit www.virginia.org to start
travel planning for these special events and fes-
tivals in the New Year.

SRC Productions is a non-profit within the Ro-
tary Club of Stuart that hosts the Beach Music
Festival. Club members work year-round plan-
ning and promoting the event as well as par-
ticipating in service projects in Patrick County.
Proceeds from the Beach Music Festival, from
the Annual Steak Dinner and from the annual
Agricultural Fair support donations to our lo-
cal Fire and Rescue squads, the Stuart Rotary
Student Loan and Scholarship Foundation, BSA
Troop 65, Caring Hearts Free Clinic, the PC
Food Bank, Christmas Cheer, local pet rescue
efforts, a weekend back-pack food program for
the Blue Ridge Elementary School, the PC Cou-
gars baseball team, and other service projects.
The Stuart Rotary Club is proud to support Pat-
rick County!

Virginia is for Lovers is one of the most icon-
ic and recognizable travel brands in the world.
Using that powerful brand equity, Virginia
Tourism Corporation (VTC) is charged with pro-
moting the Commonwealth as a premier travel
destination by showcasing all there is to love in
a Virginia vacation. The dollars spent by trav-
elers fuel the economy, provide jobs for Virgin-
ians, and improve communities across the state.
Simply put, tourism helps make Virginia a great
place to live, work, and vacation. Learn more at
virginia.org.

Sibling of local resident
helps those in need

Trimmel Gomes

Clearing the myths: Simplifying
SNAP benefits to fight senior hunger

A free webinar tomorrow aims to

Sylvia Poll, a resident of Ger-
mantown, TN met the head of the
nonprofit Urban Bicycle Food Min-
istry when she decided to donate
two Cannondale bikes and related
items to someone who could benefit
from their use. The bikes are used
to deliver food and necessities to
the homeless in downtown Mem-
phis.

As a result, Poll became involved
in making knit hats for the home-
less in downtown Memphis, TN;
her donation to this group was 42
hats. She also made hats to ac-
company the four coats donated to
a nonprofit through Germantown
Athletic Club’s annual coat drive,
10 knit hats for dolls donated to
a nonprofit through Germantown
Athletic Club and Toys for Tots an-
nual toy drive at Christmas. She
said she was amazed at how people
responded to the warm, knit hats,
and has donated more than 75 hats
total this fall to deserving individ-
uals.

Poll is on several commissions

appointed by the Mayor of Ger-
mantown, TN and active in the
tennis and pickleball leagues in
the Memphis, TN area and teaches
tennis to youth under age 10.

Currently, Poll is active in sev-
eral programs to promote canine
cancer awareness and “WoofTrax”
to track miles walked to earn funds
for Germantown Animal Shelter.
As of early December 2024, to-
tal miles walked since June 2024
is just over 300 miles. Her loyal
companion is Mitzi, a 19 month
old black/silver Miniature Schnau-
zer who charms the neighbors she
meets on their daily walks.

Poll is the sister of Stuart, VA
resident David Sheley and an avid
volunteer for various nonprofits in
the Germantown/Memphis Ten-
nessee area. She has been a res-
ident of Germantown, TN since
September 1975, a graduate of
University of Memphis, and Mar-
keting Director at Kraft Foods, Up-
john Pharmaceuticals and WebMD
before her retirement.

Virginia News Connection

Hunger doesn’t retire, yet millions
of older Americans struggling to af-
ford food may not realize help is with-
in reach.

Misconceptions and stigma often
prevent eligible seniors from access-
ing the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, the nation’s largest
anti-hunger initiative.

However, with simplified applica-
tion processes and renewed outreach
efforts, advocates are working to
break down these barriers and con-
nect seniors with the support they
need.

Norm Gold - a consultant with
Feeding America and an AARP com-
munity ambassador highlighted
these challenges and the importance
of outreach.

“If it’s too much of a pain for them
to do it, they don’t,” said Gold. “Most
seniors don’t want to have to deal with
it, honestly, I'm one of them, I'll be
70, and that’s just the way older peo-
ple are. To make it easy, that’s why
they’ve got the simplified application.
That’s what’s made it much easier for
them.

clear up myths and misconceptions
about SNAP benefits, and highlight
how the program supports older
adults struggling with food insecurity.

The event, titled “SNAP Food Ben-
efit Myths, Rumors and Misconcep-
tions,” begins at 1:30 p.m. and is open
to everyone who registers at events.
aarp.org.

Brian Jacks is associate state direc-
tor for community outreach at AARP
Virginia. He emphasized the benefits
of clearing out misconceptions to help
encourage more seniors to apply.

“Number one, SNAP is not just for
families with children,” said Jacks.
“Any adult of any age who meets the
income requirements is eligible. Sec-
ondly, your participation in SNAP will
not take the benefit from anyone else
who needs it.”

To encourage participation, AARP
Virginia has worked with food banks
and community ambassadors to con-
duct outreach through health fairs
and festivals, distributing materials
highlighting SNAP benefits.

People can call 211 to connect with
local resources for direct assistance

with accessing SNAP benefits.
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Review of 2024

We are now in 2025.

It is a common exer-
cise around this time
to reflect on the pre-
vious year.

There is much that
I want to highlight
from 2024. Below are
some of my accom-
plishments.

Committee Work

As Chairman of the
Oversight & Investi-
gations Subcommit-
tee, I chaired 10 hear-
ings that explored a
wide range of topics,
including but not lim-
ited to health care,
drug pricing and the
impact of President
Biden’s open border
policies.

Under my leader-
ship we have issued
more than 50 inves-
tigative letters to key
agencies, figures and
others as a result of
hearings and reports.

As a part of my in-
vestigative work with
the Energy & Com-
merce Committee, I
participated 1in nu-
merous forums with
public health officials
that were in various
leadership positions
during the outbreak
of COVID-19.

This included
closed-door tran-
scribed interviews
questioning  former
National Institute
of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases (NI-
AID) Director Dr.
Anthony Fauci and
former National In-
stitutes of Health
(NIH) Director Dr.
Frances Collins.

Following its two-
year  investigation,
the Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coro-
navirus Pandemic
issued a final report
this past December
that confirms some
of the ideas that I ad-
vanced 1in hearings
and depositions, in-
cluding the inadequa-
cies of NIH oversight.

Finally, I contrib-
uted to efforts on the
Committee on House
Administration.

Our Oversight Sub-
committee investigat-
ed the Select Commit-
tee on the January 6
Attack, specifically
what was included
and excluded from its

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

J6 published report.

The subcommittee
discovered that the
J6 Select Committee
didn’t ask certain of-
ficials to testify pub-
licly, and “optics”
concerns caused a sig-
nificant delay in mo-
bilizing the National
Guard on January 6.

Additionally, I was
one of six Members of
the House who voted
to advance the SAVE
Act to the full House
for consideration.

The SAVE Act pro-
hibits non-citizens
from voting by requir-
ing states to obtain
proof-of-citizenship
when registering in-
dividuals to vote in
federal elections.

Our elections must
be secure in order to
ensure fair outcomes
and restore confi-
dence in U.S. elec-
tions.

HALT Fentanyl

To my frustration,
one critical piece
of legislation that
I wrote and which
passed the House
with bipartisan sup-
port had been held up
in the Senate.

My HALT Fentan-
yl Act would perma-
nently designate fen-
tanyl and all fentanyl
analogues as Sched-

ule I drugs.
Democrat leader-
ship in the Senate

did not allow for any
vote to take place on
the bipartisan mea-
sure that was a top
priority for the Drug
Enforcement Agen-
cy (DEA) and which
President Biden even
signaled his support
for.

HALT Fentanyl is
included as a bill to
be quickly considered
in the first-day rules
package for the 2025
session.

That means it can
be taken up in the
House without ad-

columns.

Michael Showell
Ebrtor

Debbie Hall
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have a

ditional committee
work and get a vote
in the next several

weeks.
Then the measure
should be  quick-

ly considered in the
Senate, which is now
controlled by Repub-
licans.

Many of the good
bills that didn’t get
though the Senate,
like HALT Fentanyl,
will hopefully get due
consideration in the
Senate this term.

Hurricane Helene

Our region was bat-
tered by Helene, and
the journey taken to
deliver disaster relief
funding was essen-
tial.

I worked with U.S.
Senators Mark War-
ner and Tim Kaine to
get results.

After Governor
Youngkin quickly
submitted Virginia’s
Federal Emergen-
cy Declaration, the
two Senators and I
successfully pushed
President Biden to
approve the declara-
tion.

We also did the
same when Governor
Youngkin requested
a Major Disaster Dec-
laration, an attempt
that also produced fa-
vorable results.

As a successful ad-
vocate for disaster re-
lief money late in the
year, I am hopeful the
executive branch of
government can get
these monies to our
communities quickly.

Once the federal
executive branch has
done its job, I also
look forward to seeing
how these funds are
used to help count-
less communities and
people in the Ninth
District recover from
Helene.

Keep in mind, the
executive branch 1is
currently run by the
Biden Administra-
tion, and the Trump
Administration will
not take over until
twelve noon on Janu-
ary 20.

I will continue to
monitor where more
work can be done to
equip our communi-
ties with the relief re-
sources they need.

Recognitions, Con-
stituent Services and
More

These are just a
few slivers of my
2024 end-of-year re-
port. Visit my web-
site for a more in-
depth overview of my
work and milestones
my office reached at
https://morgangrif-
fith.house.gov/biog-
raphy/end-of-year-re-
ports.htm. Call the

Abingdon office at
(276) 525-1405, the
Christiansburg of-

fice at 540-381-5671,
or email by visiting
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov with ques-
tions or comments.

Letters to the Editor

Our current moral compass

(Fox, Daily Signal, Todd Starnes,
MRCTYV, The Telegraph)

41% of the nation’s young voters
(18-29) believe UnitedHealth CEO
Brian Thompson’s murder was “ac-
ceptable” according to an Emerson
College survey. New York subway
riders stood down and filmed a
woman burning to death but did not
render aid when an illegal alien set
a sleeping passenger on fire.

Once upon a time Americans ad-
hered to a moral code. Doing the
right thing based on that code uni-
fied us, made us stronger and de-
fined our nation. A new survey by
the Gallup organization found that
50% of us believe that we're losing
our moral compass and 78% say
morals are getting worse.

Just consider the following: Gun
violence in our streets has risen
by epic proportions, racial injus-
tice persists in our society, sexual
harassment in the workplace and
college campuses has increased,
social media continues to post in-
appropriate images that can affect
the behavior of young Americans,
politicians continue to say one
thing but do something else just
to get elected, offensive words and
images on sites such as YouTube,
Instagram and TikTok , negative
influence of television and movies
that portray violence as acceptable,
decline in civility in the way speak
with each other. We have lost the
ability to disagree with each other
without being disagreeable, lack of
ethical leaders in America wheth-
er in politics, the government,
the workplace, Hollywood, and/or
sports, lack of a work ethic because
unemployment benefits are great-
er than prospective pay, breakup

of families, the amorality of public
education, the lack of integrity in
both public and private life, and the
growth of litigation as the chief way
to settle disputes.

The growth of government has
politicized life and weakened the
nation’s moral fabric. Government
intervention—in the economy, in
the community, and in society—has
increased the payoff from politi-
cal action and reduced the scope of
private action. People have become
more dependent on the state and
have sacrificed freedom for a false
sense of security.

And then there is the influence of
social media on the moral develop-
ment of younger Americans, in par-
ticular. 90% of youngsters between
the ages of 13 and 17 are active
on social media. On average, 8- to
12-year-olds use about five and a
half hours of screen media per day,
while 13- to 18-year-olds use about
eight and a half hours of screen me-
dia.

About ten years ago, a Marist poll
showed that 52% of us were attend-
ing church services at least once a
month. A new Marist poll shows
only about 40% between the ages of
30 to 60 attend church on the same
basis. Just 21% of 18 to 29-year-olds
said they participate in religious
services once a week. Most Ameri-
cans have abandoned all reverence
for God. Churches have abandoned
the authority of scripture and aban-
doned sound Christian doctrine.

There is only one thing that can
save our nation’s moral compass.
The saving grace of Jesus Christ.

Pray for our country.

William Salser,

Stuart

3 Reasons Why New Year’s
Resolutions Don’t Work - Part 2

2. We tend to do things by
ourselves.

“Two are better than one, be-
cause they have a good return
for their labor: if either of them
falls down, one can help the other
up...” — Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10a

In 1968, the song “One (Is the
Loneliest Number)” was released.
According to various sources, the
singer/songwriter Harry Nilsson
wrote the song after he called
someone and got a busy signal.
The loneliness he felt was ap-
parently so great that he wrote a
song out of the experience.

Did you know that loneliness,
although often shrugged off by
many to carry any real signif-
icance—is claimed by several
healthcare professionals to be a
serious condition? According to
studies done by Dr. John Caccio-
po, a social neuroscientist at the
University of Chicago, the effects
of social isolation are as evident
as hunger, thirst, or pain.

Loneliness can actually contrib-
ute to increased chances of de-
veloping disease, promoting ad-
vanced aging, and increases the
risk of early death by 45%.

In fact, many physicians be-
lieve that loneliness should be a
diagnosable condition, so much so
that they recommend it should be
put in the next edition of the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders (DSM).

If being lonely can develop such
severe health complications, how
much progress can we expect to

establish with our health when
we're trying to become healthier
on our own? And, for that matter,
how healthy is it to constantly
be alone? Evidence shows, not so
healthy.

When it comes to fitness, vari-
ous studies have shown that ex-
ercise with other individuals can
significantly improve one’s per-
formance. According to a study
published in the Annals of Behav-
ioral Medicine3, when we exer-
cise with a friend, we can double
our performance, or more. That’s
significant! That’s 100% more
output, 100% more burned calo-
ries, and 100% easier to commit
to a resolution.

And then there’s diet. In her
book The Wahls Protocol, Dr.
Terry Wahls explains how she
reversed the effects of her mul-
tiple sclerosis with a good diet.
She also claims that she has yet
to see an individual who has suc-
cessfully reversed his or her con-
dition without the participation
of friends and family. In other
words, when our families are in-
volved in our diet, we're able to
heal, but when they’re not, we
may never succeed.

From here, we can conclude
that in both exercise and diet, we
need others to be with us.

Written by Rolando Fulgencio,
ND. Used by permission from
www.lifeandhealth.org

Courtesy of LifeSpring — Re-
sources for Hope and Healing
Stuart, VA
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Patrick Pioneers

Memories of Edna Roena Reyn-
olds Yeatts (Part Two)

By Beverly Belcher Woody

Last week, we started looking at
the childhood memories of Edna
Roena Reynolds Yeatts; the daugh-
ter of Ruth Eliza Barnard and
Elam Owen Reynolds and the wife
of John Henry Yeatts. We are so
fortunate that Mrs. Yeatts took the
time to record her experiences for
all posterity because they provide a
wonderful snapshot of life in 1890’s
Patrick County.

After Mrs. Yeatts lost her moth-
er Ruth Eliza at the tender age of
ten, she longed for the comfort of
a mother’s love. Two ladies in the
community, Mrs. Harrell and Mrs.
Webb, helped fill the void left from
losing her mother. Looking at the
1900 census, Elam Owen Reynolds
and his family lived near Malcolm
Leonard Webb and his wife, Mary
Jane Weeks Webb and David Kent
Harrell and his wife, Martha Ade-
line Hopkins Harrell. T suspect
these are the Mrs. Webb and Mrs.
Harrell, to whom Mrs. Yeatts refers
to so fondly.

Mrs. Yeatts, “Mrs. Harrell’s home
was always so tidy and neat. I ad-
mired her greatly for that. She was
kind, and she would sit and smoke
her clay pipe and talk with us. She
would give us apples and chestnuts.
We considered a visit there to be a
treat indeed.”

Mrs. Yeatts recalled her grand-
mother, “We also had a kind and
sweet old grandmother who would
come and clean up our home and
patch our clothes when she was
able. She always wanted to take us
to church. One time she wanted to
take us to Concord and our shoes
were quite a problem. They were
rough and unshined. She blacked
them with the black from the din-
ner pot and we made the distance
to and from, a distance of about
four miles each way. I have al-
ways enjoyed going to church and
worshipping my Heavenly Father.
I wasn’t in style, with my calico
bonnet and homemade shoes, but
I know that God was aware of my
presence and to Him, clothing is all
the same. We would hurry to get to
Mrs. Webb’s so that we could ride in
their oxen-drawn wagon. I can still
remember the oxen’s names: Sam
and Short and though it was hardly
like a fine automobile, they took us
there and got us back safely.”

I was able to determine which
grandmother came to visit and take
Mrs. Yeatts to church because her
maternal grandmother, Lucinda
Eliza Scott Barnard passed away
in July 1888, two years before Mrs.
Yeatts’ mother, Ruth Eliza Barnard
Reynolds died. The grandmother
that Mrs. Yeatts spoke so fondly
of was her paternal grandmother,
Roxanne Shelor Reynolds, the
daughter of John Shelor and Nancy
Howell. Roxanne Shelor was born
in 1822, so she would have been
around 75 years old at the time
she was helping her grandchildren.
Concord is referring to the Concord

Primitive Baptist Church that was
organized around 1835 in Meadows
of Dan.

Mrs. Yeatts reflects on her educa-
tion, “Our schooling was cut short
after our Mother died. We would get
to go only for a few days now and
then. Lots of times, I was bitter be-
cause I couldn’t go when I enjoyed
going so well. My books consisted of
one McGuffey’s speller and one Mc-
Guffey’s third reader. I studied the
boys’ arithmetic books until I got to
the multiplication tables. I had a
few lessons in a borrowed Maury’s
geography book. I had a craving for
knowledge and reading. I borrowed
all the books I could find. I read Un-
cle Tom’s Cabin several times and
also Pilgrim’s Progress. I borrowed
them from a good old uncle of ours
whom we loved dearly.”

I am only taking a guess here,
but suspect that the uncle she
loved dearly was one of her moth-
er’s brothers, John Jehu Barnard, a
civil engineer and farmer or James
William Barnard, a Primitive Bap-
tist preacher.

Mrs. Yeatts recalls a favorite
aunt, “One bright spot in our lives
was to get to go visit our Aunt Sal-
ly. That was to us like a visit to
Yellowstone Park would be today.
She was a kind and sweet old lady
and always had lots of apples in
the wintertime. Her house was sur-
rounded by lilacs and roses in the
spring and summer, making it a
beautiful place to us. The distance
to her house was a right long way
and we would walk fast in fear of
meeting mad dogs.”

Aunt Sally was Sally Barnard In-
gram, Mrs. Yeatts’ mother’s sister.
Aunt Sally was born in 1839 and
married John G. Ingram in 1859.
Sally and John never had any chil-
dren of their own. Remember last
week when we learned that Mrs.
Yeatts mother, Ruth Eliza Bar-
nard was first married to German
Wood and had two children, Flora
and John T. Everett? Well, these
two children were very close to
Aunt Sally and her husband, John
Ingram as witnessed in his will,
probated in 1882. I am sharing the
will as it provides wonderful evi-
dence of where the Ingram home
was located and also the close rela-
tionship between John Ingram and
his wife’s family. Patrick County,
VA Will book 8, page 100: Know all
men by these presents that I, John
G. Ingrum of Patrick County &
State of Virginia, Being in common
good health of sound and disposing
mind and memory, do make and
publish this my last will and tes-
tament hereby revoking all former
wills by me at any time heretofore
made and as to my worldly estate
and all the property real and per-
sonal or mixed of which I shall die
seized and possessed or to which I
shall be entitled at the time of my
decease. I devise and bequeath
and dispose thereof in the manner
following to wit: My will is that all
my just debts and funeral expenses
shall by my executor herein-after
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Edna Roena Reynolds Yeatts and some of her grandchildren.

named, be paid out of any estate as
soon after my decease as shall by
them be found convenient. I give
devise and bequeath to my beloved
wife Sally Ingrum, all of my prop-
erty both personal and real except
my lawful heirs and also my wife’s
lawful heirs one permanent dollar
apiece, for my wife to have and to
hold and dispose of during her wid-
owhood and if it should be neces-
sary for her to sell lands she shall
consult my executor and he shall
make deeds to all of her sales and
his assignments shall be a good ti-
tle. I give and bequeath to Jerman
Wood’s heirs Flora C. Wood, John
T. E. Wood, the following described
land bonded as follows, Beginning
in the back line known as the Gates
line thence a straight line passing
60 yards above a house known as
the Dalton house to a corner on the
Glade Branch thence a straight
line to the fork of Mayberry Creek
below wagon road thence up said
creek to a corner gum near or in
their own line to five maples on said
creek thence & 76" West with the
old line to the beginning, to have at
mine and my wife’s deaths. My will
is that James A. Ingrum shall not
have but the one dollar above men-
tioned. I will at mine and my wife’s
death the one half of my estate to
be equally divided among the re-
mainder of my brothers and sisters
and also making Flora C. Wood and
John T. E. Wood (the two) one equal
heir with my brothers and sisters.
My will is that my wife Sally In-
grum’s brothers and sisters have
the other half of my estate equally
divided except Ruth Eliza Reynolds
and Polly A. Smith; their part to go
through the hands of my executor
to be given them as their necessi-
ty require it and if not needed in
their lifetime Polly A. Smiths part
to return to her brothers & sisters

and Ruth E. Reynolds’ part to go to
her heirs by her second husband.
And lastly, I do nominate and ap-
point Wm Barnard my executor as
an aid and friend to my wife doing
her widowhood and at her death or
marriage, I appoint the said Wm
T. Barnard any sole executor and
his assignments be a good title to
all the lands sold by him or my
wife during her widowhood, and if
the said Wm T. Barnard should die
before he winds up my estate I ap-
point John T. E. Wood as executor
in said Wm T. Barnard’s place. In
testimony whereof I the said John
G. Ingrum have to this last will
and testament contained on the
one sheet of paper thereof I have
subscribed my name and affixed
my seal this the 11th of Septem-
ber 1882. Signed sealed published
John G. Ingrum , declared by the
said John G. Ingrum as and for his
last will and testament in the pres-
ence of us who at his request and
in the presence of each other have
subscribed our names as witnesses
thereto. Joel E. Marshall and D. L.
Barnard.

I could write about Mrs. Yeatts
and her connections to the com-
munity for months, but it is time
to move on; there are more stories
to tell. John Ingram’s will is a good
segue to lead into next week’s sto-
ry when we will look at his par-
ents and siblings. Thank you to
Gerry Scardo for sharing informa-
tion about her remarkable grand-
mother, Edna Roena Reynolds Ye-
atts. Thank you to Shelby Inscore
Puckett for having previously tran-
scribed John Ingram’s will and
thank you to Judy Ferring for the
very nice letter to the editor this
past week. Woody may be reached
at rockcastlecreekl@gmail.com or
(276) 692-9626.

Social Security Matters =

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit
arm of the Association of Mature American Cit-
izens

Ask Rusty -- I Use only VA healthcare;
Can I get back Medicare taxes paid?

Dear Rusty: I'm 72 years old with 20 years
of military service. I am retired collecting Social
Security, my military pension, and State retire-
ment benefits. According to my SSA statement,
over my working lifetime I paid $14,302 into
Medicare, but I never used that medical plan.
I only bring in $33,000 in annual income. Can
I get those Medicare taxes back somehow? I've
run into dead ends at SSA, Medicare and IRS
websites. Signed: Veteran Seeking Answers

Dear Veteran Seeking Answers: First, I
want to thank you for your military service to
our country. You may find the “For Veterans”
section of our www.amacfoundation.org website
of interest.

Regarding the contributions you have made
over the years to federal Medicare, I'm afraid
you cannot get any of those taxes back even
though you have never used Medicare health-
care services. That’s because Medicare, like So-
cial Security, is a “pay as you go” program where
all contributions received from workers are used
to pay for benefits for current beneficiaries (con-
tributions aren’t put into a separate account to
pay for your coverage). It’s also important to

know that your Medicare taxes were used only
to fund Medicare Part A, which is coverage for
inpatient hospitalization services. Those contri-
butions (via payroll taxes) did not entitle you to
outpatient healthcare services, as provided by
Medicare Part B (for which there is a monthly
premium).

FYI, you must be enrolled in Medicare Part A
to collect Social Security benefits after age 65.
Medicare Part B isn’t mandatory to collect Social
Security, but assuming that, as a retired mili-
tary veteran, you now receive healthcare ben-
efits under the military’s TriCare-for-Life pro-
gram for retired veterans, you must be enrolled
in Medicare Part A and Part B to maintain your
TriCare-for-Life coverage. Your military Tri-
Care coverage coordinates with Medicare to pay
for your healthcare costs. Thus, even though it
may not be transparent to you, you may be bene-
fiting from your current enrollment in Medicare.

Note that some non-career veterans can use
VA healthcare services based on their service
years, instead of TriCare-for-Life for retired
military veterans. Non-career recipients of stan-
dard VA healthcare services are not required to
be enrolled in Medicare but, in any case, cannot
receive their past Medicare Part A contributions
back if they choose to decline Medicare. You may
have interest in this article I previously pub-
lished on the topic of VA benefits versus Medi-
care: www.socialsecurityreport.org/ask-rusty-i-

have-va-coverage-should-1-get-medicare-part-b/.
This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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Patrick and Floyd cowgirls
win season awards

Horse show competition can take a lot of hard work and dedication, but it can also be a
lot of fun and games. For cousins Harley Nester and Paige Midkiff, the games part of it
enabled them to win a couple of season championships at Patrick Henry Saddle Club for
2024. They did very well in the show and speed classes, too.

DONALD TRAUSNECK PHOTOS

DONALD TRAUSNECK

SW Virginia Equine Reporter

Paige Midkiff, Harley Nest-
er, Meghan Bush, Hannah Bush
— these names were heard often
when winners were announced at
the Patrick Henry Saddle Club’s
horse shows the past year.

Not surprisingly, these four
cowgirls were among a handful
of competitors who went home

from the season awards banquet @

December 14 with several more
championship buckles, prizes,
and other awards, and a passel of
memories.

Paige, of Indian Valley, who was
the Southwest Virginia “Cowgirl
of the Year” for 2024 as recog-
nized by news media, was the Pat-
rick Henry Saddle Club’s Youth
Games Champion for the year.

Her cousin Harley, from Mead-
ows of Dan, who is her teammate
for the team events, was the Adult
Games Champion and the Lead
Line Champion.

Harley’s 3-year-old daughter
Oaklee also got into the act taking
the lead line championship for her
age.

Meghan, of Indian Valley,
earned high-point awards for
2024 in several classes and the
overall Youth under-saddle cham-
pionship buckle.

Her sister Hannah was the
year-end high-point champion for
speed barrels.

For Paige Midkiff, in the saddle
almost since birth, Patrick Henry
has been a natural venue for her,
a place she says is her favorite,
and teaming with her cousin has
made it all the more enjoyable and
successful.

“Harley and I always team up
together,” she says. “I think we
make a great team, we've always
rode together a lot so teaming up
is just natural for us. We go and
practice together every chance we
get and help each other out with
whatever we're having difficulties
with, or if we just give some ad-
vice to each other.

“I love doing shows and com-
peting with Harley. “It makes
it so much more fun when you
have someone to friendly com-
pete against and just have a good
time.”

About the banquet, she said, “I
always look forward to the ban-
quet at Patrick, and all the shows.
It’s just a great place with great
people and friends that have
turned into family. I've met a lot
of my friends from Patrick shows
and I love competing with my
friends.

“This past year, Meghan has
helped me out a lot and we have a
great time riding together during
and outside of the shows, I also
like competing against Hannah.
“We've also helped each other out
a lot. Her and her horse are just a
great team.”

Paige added, “I love every-
one that goes to Patrick and my
friends that I've met there have
become family. We even run into
each other and hang out at other
shows throughout the season.”

Invited to their first-ever show
in 2019, Meghan and Hannah
have been regular competitors
at Patrick Henry in Bassett ever
since and have steadily improved.
Hannah won her first high-point

Oaklee Nester, 3-year-old chmion.

award in 2024, although Meghan
has been winning since 2022.
Both girls also won buckles the
past season at Loping Ridge in
Rural Retreat.

Meghan, who won her first Ex-
treme Trail Challenge at PHSC in
2021, won her first buckle there
the following year in the Peewee
division. She then won the 2023
Youth under-saddle championship
as well as first place in at least
seven other classes including the
all-important reining competition.

The 2025 season may be quite
different for the Bush sisters,
and for the Patrick Henry Sad-
dle Club, as their mother, Sandra
Bush, explained:

“Despite moving on to compete
in nationally-sanctioned Shows
next year that may cause us to
miss some 2025 shows, PHSC will
always feel like home base to us.
They have done so much there to
help my girls learn and grow in
their showing experience.

“We have made so many friends
and have received so much sup-
port from family members and
club members. Patrick Henry pro-
vides an amazing opportunity for
seasoned competitors as well as
inexperienced riders to learn and
grow,” she continued. “They have
done and continue to do so much
to promote the equine industry
that we all love. It is an asset to
the equestrian world in this area.”

Located a long stone’s throw or
a pleasant trail ride from Fairy
Stone State Park, Patrick Henry
Saddle Club has been in operation
since the 1950’s, now holding four
horse shows each year at a beau-
tiful, spacious, and well-equipped
venue. The 2025 season opener is
scheduled for April 5.

~ Upcoming Events ~

Dec. 28 — team roping, Lone
Hickory Arena, Yadkinville NC

Jan. 4 — barrels and poles fund-
raiser, Lone Hickory

Jan. 10-12 — Stampede Champi-
onship Rodeo, Salem

Jan. 11 — IBRA Winter Buckle
Series, Billingsway Arena, Crock-
ett

Jan. 11 — Broken Bow Winter
Series, Moneta

Feb. 1-2 — JRSRA season open-
er, Lone Hickory

Please report news of area
events and local riders to dtfuller-
horses@yahoo.com. If you can,
please include a telephone num-
ber or info for people to reach you
if the event may be postponed due
to conditions.

Jayden Corns puts up 2 for the Cougars.

Varsity Boys Sweep North Stokes

By Ashlee Mullis

The Boys Varsity Team came out
strong from the tip-off, never falling
behind in the 74-62 win over North
Stokes, Friday, January 3. Three
players had double-doubles in the
game with Noah Jessup with 14
points, 9 of those behind the arc,
and 11 assists, Tyler Marshall with
15 points, 9 of those behind the
3-point line, and 10 rebounds, and
Jayden Corns with 10 points and 13
rebounds. Vishal Soma put up 14
points with 12 of those in 3-point-
ers. Cameron Collins had 11 points,

and Easton Harris put up 8.

“I felt like we came out with lots
of energy,” said Head Coach Brian
Chitwood. “We shot the ball well
early, building a 30-5 lead. I was
impressed with North Stokes’s ef-
fort as they battled back and tied
the game at 41-41 in the 3rd period.
Our guys stepped up and executed
late in the 4th quarter and closed
it out with a 12-point victory. Great
effort by our Cougars as they won
both matchups with a very good
North Stokes ball club this season.
Very happy for our seniors.”

Varsity Girls
Basketball Falls Short

Kendra Worley takes the ball down the court.

By Ashlee Mullis

The Varsity Lady Cougars lost a
close one, 37-40, to North Stokes,
Friday, January 3. Patrick Coun-
ty took a 3-point lead into halftime,
but was outscored 27-12 in the sec-

ond half. Kimora Wimbush had 13
points, 6 rebounds, 1 assist, and
2 blocks in the loss. Kendra Wor-
ley had 11 points, 5 rebounds, and
2 steals. Lilly Hazelwood had 6
points, 6 rebounds, and 1 block.

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports
Schedule for the week of January 13-18:
1/13

1/14 7pm Girls Basketball vs Alleghany

PCHS Sports Schedule

1/15

7pm Boys Basketball vs Floyd County  1/16
1/17

5pm Wrestling at Galax

7pm Boys Basketball at Alleghany
7pm Girls Basketball at Carroll County
7pm Boy Basketball vs Carroll County

JV Girls Fall to Stokes

By Ashlee Mullis

The JV Girls Basketball Team
hosted North Stokes Friday night,
losing 27-31 to the Lady Vikings.
Meredith Wood had 6 points, 8
rebounds, 3 steals, 1 assist, and
1 block. Martina Hubbard had 5
points, 1 rebound, 10 steals, 1 as-
sist, and 2 blocks. Kenzie Sanchez
had 5 points, 4 rebounds, 4 steals,
1 assist, and 1 block. Bella Wright
had 5 points, including a 3-pointer,
1 steal, and 1 rebound. Tiffany Eck-
rote had 5 points, 3 coming from be-
hind the arc, 1 steal, and 1 rebound.

Coach Grace Helms said, “I am

ema.llus

proud of my girls. We are growing
every day. We lost to Stokes last
time by 13 points. She has an older
team with 10th graders. I am proud
of my 8th and 9th graders. We will
keep working hard. I love that they
kept a positive attitude, shared the
ball, and their confidence in them-
selves and their teammates is grow-
ing. We are playing team ball and I
couldn’t be prouder. The scoreboard
said we lost, but I felt like it was a
win for me as a coach. We met most
of my goals for individual players
and team goals. Just need to polish
a few skills.”

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NET

THANK YOU FOR READING

THE ENTERPRISE
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In a heartfelt gath-
ering on Dec. 23, St.
Paul High Street Bap-
tist  Church hosted
a community prayer
event designed to am-
plify voices from across
Martinsville and Hen-
ry County. The Rev.
Charles Whitfield pre-
sided over the event,
which brought togeth-
er local clergy, civic
leaders, and residents
to pray for peace and
unity amid growing di-
visions within the com-
munity.

Other speakers in-
cluded Mayor LC
Jones, Elder Arnold
Bullock, Dr. Zebe-
dee “Zeb” Talley, Jr.,
Pastor Avery Pres-
ton, Mallori Lowe, Dr.
Greg Hodges, Bishop
Alan Preston, Rev.
Faith Weedling, Elder
Tremayne King, Spen-
cer Koger and others.

AN estimated more
than 200 people at-
tended the hour-long
service, available for
viewing on the church’s
Facebook page. The
event featured impas-
sioned speeches and
prayers from commus-
nity leaders. Jones set
the tone for the eve-
ning with a call for to-
getherness.

“l want you to un-
derstand that tonight
is about us as a com-
munity,” Jones said,
emphasizing the im-
portance of fostering
connections despite

Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county [ines...

Community prayer event aims to inspire unity,
healing in Martinsville

Spencer Koger executive director of Uptown Partnership,

was among the speakers.

differences. “It's a
thought of, we are all
citizens of Martinsville
Henry County.” He
stressed that the focus
of the night was not on
political or council is-
sues but on the broad-
er goal of healing and

unity.

The event comes
during a time of
heightened tension

in the city, following
contentious election
cycles, disputes among
council members, and
recent remarks by Vice
Mayor Aaron Rawls.
Against this backdrop,
clergy and community

leaders took to the pul-
pit to address the need
for cooperation and un-
derstanding.

Spencer Koger, ex-
ecutive director of Up-
town Partnership, en-
couraged attendees to
embrace their ability
to enact change. “No
matter what people
want to change, they
have the opportunity
to do that,” Koger said.
He added that Mar-
tinsville, known as the
“City Without Limits,”
provides space for indi-
viduals to make a dif-
ference regardless of
their background.

County board to focus on jobs,
services, and growth in 2025

Members of the Henry County’s
Board of Supervisors shared their
priorities for the coming year, out-
lining a vision focused on job cre-
ation, infrastructure expansion,
and enhanced support for essential
services such as fire and EMS. With
the 2025 budget process on the
horizon, supervisors are optimistic
about the county’s future but ac-
knowledge challenges ahead.

Jim Adams, chairman and of the
Blackberry District, highlighted the
county’s ongoing projects, includ-
ing the grading at Commonwealth
Crossing. The development is ex-
pected to attract new businesses
and generate jobs. “The county has
multiple projects going on, and we
hope the grading will bring more
business to the area,” said Adams.

Vice Chairman dJoe Bryant, of
the Collinsville District, described
the upcoming year as “a wait-and-
see game” as the board evaluates
budgetary constraints and oppor-
tunities. “After the budget is looked
at, we can see what new things the
county can allocate funds toward,”
said Bryant.

Among Bryant’s top priorities is
increasing funding for fire and res-
cue services. “Even though we give
to the fire and rescue squad, fund-
ing 1s not where I want to see it at,”
he said. He also noted potential in-
creases for libraries and other pub-
lic amenities.

Bryant expressed satisfaction
with recent wage increases in the
county but emphasized the need for
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continued focus on job retention and
quality. “How do we keep the people
we got here working and not going
to other places? What can we do to
improve the work environment?” he
asked.

Debra Buchanan, of the Horse-
pasture District, underscored the
importance of public service expan-

sion, particularly water and sewer J

services through the PSA (Pub-
lic Service Authority). “I hope the
board will keep working together to
create new job opportunities for the
citizens of Henry County,” said Bu-
chanan, who also emphasized the
need for PSA expansions along U.S.
58 West.

Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood
District, noted that updating the
county’s comprehensive plan — a
roadmap for future growth and de-
velopment — is a key priority. “The
biggest thing we have right now is
getting ready to start our joint com-
prehensive plan meetings,” said
Dillard.

The plan will integrate communi-
ty input. “Where do the citizens see
growth? What do they want to see
in a comprehensive plan?” added
Adams. The current plan has not
been updated in years.

Dillard also addressed the hous-
ing shortage, advocating for inno-
vative solutions. “We are looking at
creative ways to reduce the housing
shortage. We have to incite people
to remodel, rebuild, or build new
housing,” he said.

THE HUNTER
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The Teacher’s Closet offers a variety of essential classroom items for educators.

FAHI Museum, Alumni Collaborate to Support City
Teachers with Supply Closet

The FAHI Museum has launched
a new Initiative in collaboration
with alumni from several Mar-
tinsville High School graduating
classes to support local teachers.
The project, dubbed the “Teacher’s
Closet,” aims to ease the financial
burden teachers face when buying
classroom supplies.

“Several graduating classes have
chosen to come back home and give
to the community,” said James
Dallas, one of the organizers. The
idea originated at a reunion when
Schools Superintendent Dr. Zeb
Talley encouraged alumni to find
ways to give back.

“Teachers continue to come out of
their pockets for money for school
supplies,” Dallas said, noting that
schools often struggle to provide
adequate resources. Teachers, he
added, frequently step up to ensure
students have what they need for a

quality education.

While some progress has been
made in recent years, the alum-
ni saw an opportunity to offer ad-
ditional support. The Teacher’s
Closet will officially open in Janu-
ary, just in time for the start of the
second semester. Teachers will be
able to access supplies to keep their
classrooms running smoothly.

“We threw a lot of things on the
wall,” said Dallas about brain-
storming ideas for the project. Es-
tablishing a supply closet, he ex-
plained, was a simple yet impactful
way to begin.

Faye Holland, vice-chairman of
the FAHI board, helped get the ball
rolling, and Bridgett Carter hopes
local businesses will contribute do-
nations to sustain the project.

“We are going to try to get some
community partners,” she added.

Young Pianist Finds Harmony in
Rare Talent and Faith

Dylan Chappell poses with the grand piano at First Assembly of God in Martinsville, Va.

Atjust 18, Dylan Chappell demon-
strates an extraordinary gift for
the piano, capturing the attention
of the Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Heritage Center & Museum. In
a recently shared video, Chappell
plays the historic 1886 Steinway
piano with a level of skill that be-
lies his three years of experience.
Remarkably, he cannot read treble
clef but learns songs by observing
others perform.

Chappell, a lifelong attendee
of First Assembly of God, credits
church pianist Chris Nunley as his
inspiration. “I've been watching
Chris, the piano player here, my
entire life,” Chappell said. While al-
ways interested in music, he never
imagined he would play the piano.

Currently enrolled in the elec-
trical program at Patrick & Com-
munity College, Chappell applies
his technical skills to improve his
church’s equipment, which started
with a fascination with the church’s
unique ceiling fans. “I have a lot of
weird hobbies,” he said, though mu-
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sic remains his passion.

Chappell’s piano journey began
unexpectedly during the COVID-19
pandemic while staying with his
grandmother. “She has this really
old piano in the basement, and I
started tinkering with it,” he said.
His mother, Amanda Bennett, is
another source of inspiration, push-
ing him to explore his talents.

Nunley’s performances became
Chappell’s classroom. “I won’t say
that 'm a good piano player, I'd
say I'm a good mimicker,” Chappell
said, emphasizing his belief that his
talent is a divine gift. “I know that
I've got to keep serving Him and do-
ing my part, so He will keep bless-
ing me with this great talent to play
for people.”

Chappell has been going to First
Assembly of God his whole life, but
he also attends Faith Fellowship in
Bassett where he plays the piano.

“If you want to do it, just try and
don’t give up,” he advises. “It’s very
much worth the wait when you
learn to do it.”

$ 5 tickets
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Ralph Douglas Handy

Mr. Ralph Douglas
Handy, age 76 of Mar-
tinsville, Virginia was
called home to join the
Lord on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, 2024. He was
born in Patrick County
on November 29, 1948,
to the late Winfred Cur-
tis Handy and Pauline
Clemmie Rakes Handy.

Ralph was a Jack of
all trades and loved to
play music, especially
the guitar. He worked in
construction and enjoyed
hunting, fishing, and
reading. Ralph had a soft
spot for cornbread and
milk. It was said that
he could make anything
grow, and Ralph particu-
larly loved working with
Judy in her flower gar-
den.

Left to cherish the
memories of Mr. Handy

are his sisters, Emma
Jean Mize (James) and
Donna Wyatt (Jerry) all
of Martinsville; nieces,
Elisa Hudson (Chris) of
Martinsville, Tonya Jes-
see (Charles) of Ridge-
way, and Tiffany Moore
of Martinsville; great-
niece, Autumn Telles;
great-nephews, Evan
Hudson and Colin Jes-
see; and his very special

friend, Judy Williams of
Stuart.

Funeral services for
Mr. Handy will be held
Saturday, dJanuary 4,
2025, at 1:00 PM at
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart with Pastor
Douglas  Shuff offici-
ating. Burial will im-
mediately follow in the
Martin-Rakes  Family
Cemetery. The family
will receive friends Fri-
day evening from 6:00
PM. to 800 PM. at
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart and at other
times at the home of his
sister, Emma Jean Mize
(325 Woodview Lane,
Martinsville, VA 24112).
Online condolences may
be sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

William “Penn” Zentmeyer

William “Penn” Ze-
ntmeyer passed away
peacefully surrounded

by family on the morn-
ing of January 1, 2025
at Lake Prince Woods
Skilled Nursing in Suf-
folk VA at the age of 89
1/2.

Penn was born on
June 26, 1935 in Win-
ston-Salem, North Caro-
lina and lived a full and
remarkable life. Until he
went to college, he lived
at the Zentmeyer family
homeplace called Sun-
nyside in rural Patrick
County, Virginia. Sun-
nyside was purchased
by his great-grandfa-
ther John N. Zentmey-
er in 1852. He lived
there with his mother
“Mamie” dJane Autrey
Zentmeyer, of whom he
said in early 2024 that
he owed, “everything
he ever was or ever
achieved” to her. Also
living at Sunnyside was
his adoring father Pe-
ter “Leath” Zentmeyer,
Jr. and brother, Robert
“Bob” Leath Zentmeyer
and grandmother, “Hat-
tie” Moore Penn Zent-
meyer.

Penn grew up in a
time that most cannot
imagine these days.
Times after the Depres-
sion were hard and his
father suffered from an
undefined illness that
baffled doctors of the day
and kept him bedridden
for 18 years. Living in
such a rural area, the
family had no electricity
until Penn was a sopho-
more in high school. The
house was heated by
fireplaces in each room
and there was no phone
service or TV until he
was in college. Chores as
a boy included milking
the cow, gathering eggs
from the chicken house,
working in the garden,
and on Saturdays, it was
Penn’s job to trim the
wicks and refill all the
oil lamps for lighting the
house. By the time he
was ten, he was prepar-
ing breakfast, often eggs
and toast, for his mother
and brother before they
all went to school where
his mother was an ele-
mentary school teacher.
His boyhood was filled
with joys and adven-
tures a country boy
should have including
pet dogs and cats and
goats and squirrels, as
well as hunting, fishing,
trapping, beekeeping,
horseback riding, and
skinny dipping in the
North Fork of the Mayo
River where his brother
Bob taught him to swim.

After graduating from
Hardin Reynolds Memo-

‘ o~
rial School in 1953 in a
class of 13, he attended
Ferrum College before
attending Virginia Tech.
He was always Hokie
football fan but Hokies
know, that’s not always
easy!

In the summers, he
worked as a lifeguard at
Fairystone State Park
which he recalled fondly
as fun, carefree times.
In 1956, his brother in-
troduced him to a pretty
young classmate at Rich-
mond Polytechnic In-
stitute (now VCU), Ann
Hunton Mitchell from
Leesburg VA. Both were
immediately ~ smitten.
Penn hitchhiked from
Blacksburg to Richmond
most weekends before
they married on August
31, 1957. He graduated
from VPI in 1958 and
taught vocational edu-
cation for several years.
He and Ann lived in
Leesburg, Orange, and
Westmoreland County
on the Rappahanock
River, Virginia before
moving to Richmond in
1962 so that Ann could
finish her degree at RPI
as he promised her fa-
ther Claude Mitchell
that she would. They
lived happily in Chester-
field County until Ann’s
untimely and shocking
death in 1988 at age 52.

Penn worked at the
Virginia  Department
of Agriculture for more
than 30 years in a num-
ber of roles before retir-
ing in 1991. If you knew
Penn, you know he could
and did fix just about
anything. He was a tal-
ented landscaper and
took great pride in his
yards and maintaining
the family homeplace
Sunnyside. Sunnyside
was built in the mid-
1800s and stands in
remarkable  condition
thanks in large part to
Penn’s efforts and de-
votion to his family and
homeplace. He also took
up flying small private
airplanes in the 1960s
and enjoyed it well into
the 1990s.

Penn was very lucky
to have found love again
with Anita “Nita” Page
McLemore with whom
they  shared many
friends and good times.
They married on Octo-

ber 19, 1997 and shared
nearly 30 years together.
He and Nita left their be-
loved Surreywood home
in September 2023 and
moved to Suffolk VA to
downsize and be nearer
to her family. Nita was
devoted to Penn to the
very end.

Penn was a devoted
father and family man
and loved to share his
family history. He and
Ann had 2 daughters,
Jan Penn Zentmeyer
and husband, Glen A.
“Skip” Skinner, and Su-
zanne Wynn Zentmeyer
Stewart survive their
dad. He is also survived
by 4 grandchildren,
Anna Penn Skinner
and husband, Charles
“Chip” Wilson Jackson
V, Sydney Autrey Skin-
ner Stockmore and hus-
band, Sean J. Stockmoe,
Peter Mitchell Stewart,
and LucyAnn Zentmey-
er Stewart, and one pre-
clous  great-grandson,
Carter Joseph Stock-
moe and 3 nieces. Penn
is also survived by lov-
ing step-children, Ann
Burton Barnes Heikens
and husband Timmy,
and Troy McLemore
Barnes and wife Wen-
dy, and grandchildren,
Dillon Heikens and wife
Emily, Camryn Heik-
ens, Brianna Barnes,
and Charles Barnes,
and great granddaugh-
ter, Penelope Mehegan
Heikens.

Penn was preceded in
death by his parents and
beloved brother Bob in
1995 and sister-in-law
Betsy Lawrence Zent-
meyer Wengert in 2023,
but is also survived
by loving and devoted
nephews Leath and Lar-
ry Zentmeyer and their
wives and children and
grandchildren.

Penn’s ashes will be
buried beside his wife,
Ann in Oakwood Ceme-
tery in Martinsville VA
in the Spring of 2025. No
flowers are requested. If
individuals are interest-
ed, contributions can be
made to historic Oak-
wood Cemetery for the
care and upkeep of the
grounds, www.oakwood-
cemeterymartinsville.
com. R.W.Baker & Co.
Funeral Home, Down-
town Suffolk Chapel is
serving the family.

Perhaps not con-
sciously stated but we
believe Penn lived by
this philosophy. “Your
children will follow the
footsteps that you leave
for them. Walk in the
direction of love, integri-
ty, compassion and self-
worth.”

Mrs. Janice Marie
Harbour Rorrer, age
78 of Stuart, passed
away Thursday, Janu-
ary 2, 2025 at Frank-
lin Memorial Hospi-
tal in Rocky Mount.
She was born on June
18, 1946 to the late
John Estel Harbour
and Nova Pendleton
Harbour. In addition
to her parents, Mrs.
Rorrer was preceded
in death by two broth-
ers, Kenneth Harbour
and Camden Harbour;
and a nephew, Lynn
Pendleton. She was
a member of dJacks
Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church. She was
“Nannie” to multiple
children  throughout
the years and loved
quilting with her sis-
ter.

Mrs. Rorrer is sur-
vived by her husband
of 58 years, John Ce-

phus Rorrer of the

home; a son, Greg
Rorrer of  Stuart;
three grandchildren,
Kelli Belcher (Trev-

or) of Stuart, Laken
Rorrer (fiancé, Gavin
Worley) of Meadows
of Dan, and Carlie
Rorrer of Stuart; one
great-grandchild,
Riggs Belcher of Wool-
wine; a sister, Regina
Pendleton of Stuart;
a brother, Lloyd Har-
bour (Mary) of Stuart;
a sister-in-law, Mar-

gie Wood of Stuart;
several nieces and
nephews; and special
friends, Joan Griffin
and family.

Funeral services
will be held Sunday,
January 5, 2025 at
2:00 P.M. at Jacks
Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church with El-
der David Kamada
officiating. Burial will
follow in the church
cemetery. The fami-
ly will receive friends
two hours prior to the
service at the church.
Flowers will be accept-
ed, or memorial dona-
tions may be made to
Jacks Creek Primitive
Baptist Church Cem-
etery Fund, c/o Lloyd
Harbour, 130 Winding
Stair Road, Stuart, VA
24171. Online condo-
lences may be sent by
visiting www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

D. Victor Williams Jr.

D. Victor Williams
Jr., age 70, passed
away Sunday, Decem-
ber 29, 2024, at SOVAH
Health in Martinsville,
VA. Victor was born in
Martinsville Hospital
on November 3, 1954.
He was preceded in
death by his father,
Dorn V. Williams, Sr.
and mother Dae Reyn-
olds Williams. Victor
was also preceded in
death by his paternal
grandparents, Virgil
and Lowell Williams
of Stuart and maternal
grandparents, Hassie
T. and Mildred Reyn-
olds of Critz. Victor is
survived by his wife
Shirley and daughter
Courtney Dean Wil-
liams of Smith Moun-
tain Lake, VA. Also
left to cherish the
memories of Victor are
his brothers, Gerald
(Adriana) of Dobson,
and Bart (Donna) of
Dublin, Va.; in addi-
tion to his brothers, a
sister-in7 law, Lynn
Reeves of Health
Springs, SC and sever-
al special nieces, neph-

ews, cousins, uncles
and aunts.

Victor was of the
Presbyterian faith

and was a member of
the Stuart Presbyte-
rian Church. He was
a 1973 graduate of
Patrick County High
School, being voted
“Friendliest Male” and
a 1977 graduate of
Carson- Newman Col-
lege where he played
football as a defensive
lineman. Victor was
a lifelong learner and
student who loved to
read on many different
topics.

Victor was known
for his love of the fam-
ily businesses over
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the years. He enjoyed

sports and athletic
training, and attended
many Sports Medicine
conferences at Univer-
sity of Virginia. For
several years he volun-
teered as the Athletic
Trainer for the Patrick
County High School
sports programs, at-
tending both home and
many away games.
Victor served on the
Patrick and Henry
College Board of Direc-
tors and was a 30-year
lifetime member of Jeb
Stuart Rescue Squad,
being certified in Ad-
vanced Life Support/
EMT- Shock Trauma,
Cardiac Tech.

He was very involved
in the Virginia Health
Care Association, serv-
ing on several boards
and committees. Vic-
tor retired in 2019 as
President and CEO of
The Landmark Group.
Prior to retirement he
was instrumental with
his family in the con-
struction and selling of
the Blue Ridge Nurs-
ing Center of Martins-
ville, VA (currently
Mulberry Creek), and
day to day operations
of Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection, Highland
Ridge Health and Re-
hab Center, and The
Landmark  Assisted

Living Center. He was
a licensed Nursing
Home Administrator
and Assisted Living
Administrator, as well
as Licensed Preceptor
for both.

He served as Mayor
of the Town of Stuart
from 1986-1988. In
addition, Victor has
received many service
recognitions  includ-
ing the Patrick Coun-
ty High School 2009
Community  Service
Award and the 2013
DAR Community Ser-
vice Award.

The family will re-
ceive friends at Moody
Funeral Service 1in
Stuart on Wednesday,
January 1 from 1:00
PM- 4:.00 PM. Con-
dolences may also be
expressed by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Victor’s family would
like to express appreci-
ation to Terry Grimes,
Les Bowers, Stanley-
town Health and Re-
hab Center and King’s
Grant Retirement
Community for their
continuing care and
support.

The funeral service
for Mr. Williams will
be officiated by Pastor
Jim Churchwell and
King’s Grant Pastor
Bonnylee Whitt on
Thursday, January 2 at
11:00 AM at Moody’s.
A private family inter-
ment will follow at Pat-
rick Memorial Gardens

in Stuart.
In lieu of flowers
memorial contribu-

tions may be made to
the Patrick and Hen-
ry Community College
Foundation, 645 Pa-
triot Avenue, Martins-
ville, Virginia 24112.
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“We appreciate the conﬁdence you have
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shown in us ﬁ)r over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager
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BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

Positive Thinking

By Alan Dean, retired Seventh-day
Adventist pastor

Proverbs 23: 7 says “As a man
thinks in his heart, so is he.” This is
saying our character depends a lot on
how we view others and life in gener-
al. Some people are positive thinkers,
while others are negative thinkers.
In the stressful world we live in we
need to train our mind to think more
positive thoughts. Let’s try it more in
2025.

A husband once asked his wife, af-
ter they had been married a number
of years, how she was always able to
remain positive. Her answer amazed
him. She said, “I don’t always feel hap-
py and positive, but I choose to be that
way anyway, and I try to use words
that are positive.”

Our words have powerful influence
on both ourselves and our listeners. In
the book “Desire of Ages” it says that
“words are more than an indication of
our character. They also have power
to influence our character.” In other
words, we are influenced by the words
we speak, and our words influence
still more powerfully upon the charac-
ter of others.

Norman Vincent Peale made a sim-
ple yet profound statement: “There
are only two ways of looking at any-
thing — positive or negative.” And
this 1s largely determined by the way
we think. The Apostle Paul states
in Philippians 4: 8 that we need to
think on things pure, honest, loving,

and wholesome. By thinking thus, our
words become positive and they will
have a positive influence upon our
character and upon other’s as well.

As humans, we do tend to complain
about our trials and problems as if life
should be easy, but nowhere have we
been promised this. M. Scott Peck
begins his book “The Road Less Trav-
eled” with the words “Life is difficult”
and then points out that when once
we are willing to face up to this fact,
life becomes easier.

Another fact we should remember
is that life is at times a mystery and
not always understandable. Paul tells
us that “we can be full of joy here and
now even in our trials and troubles.
These very things will give us patient
endurance; this in turn will develop a
mature character” (Romans 5: 3, 4).

A dentist who specializes in treating
children entered an orphanage at the
early age of 7 when his parents died.
Ewvidently it didn’t occur to him to be
bitter and to feel sorry for himself. In-
stead, he was grateful for the love and
care given him there. He determined
to help other children when he grew
to adulthood, largely because of ap-
preciating the help given him when
he needed it.

May God grant us the ability to
think positively in the coming year
despite the trials that plague us from
day to day. Thank God now for the
positive people in your life and tell
Him how they have helped you.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported the following:

*Dylan Shane Vernon, 32, of Col-
linsville, was charged Dec. 14 with
one count each drive while intoxi-
cated and refusal- breath, 2nd +
offense. Sgt. C.L. Elgin was the ar-
resting officer.

*Joseph Robert Kennedy, 60, of
Hillsville, was charged Dec. 15 with
one count each petty larceny and
interfere with property rights of
another. Carroll County made the
arrest for Patrick County.

*Susan Michelle Smith, 46, of
Winchester, was charged Dec. 17
with fail to appear. Winchester PD
made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Brenda Leigh Williams Floyd,
56, of Ararat, was charged Dec. 19
with destruction of property. Se-
nior Deputy M.R. Hodges was the
arresting officer.

*Richard Lee Byrd, 44, of Patrick
Springs, was charged Dec. 20 with
one count each break and enter,
and destruction of property. Master
Deputy M.R. Rorrer was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Jason Garrett Chilton, 39, of
Ararat, was charged Dec. 20 with
assault and batter on law enforce-
ment officer. Senior Deputy J.S.
Kendrick was the arresting officer.

*Andrew Roy Hill, 39, of Stuart,
was charged Dec. 20 with assault.
Sgt. L.K. Carroll Jr. was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Russel Dale Wimbish, 76, of Pat-
rick Springs, was charged Dec. 21

with fail to appear. Master Deputy
E. Sain was the arresting officer.

*Andrew Roy Hill, 39, of Stuart,
was charged Dec. 2 with one count
each malicious bodily injury and
assault. Inv. Tennille E. Jessup
was the arresting officer.

*Kelsey Patrice Wade, 36, of Mar-
tinsville, was charged Dec. 26 with
shoplift. Martinsville PD made the
arrest for Patrick County.

*David Allen Michaud, 38, of
Meadows of Dan, was charged Dec.
26 with two counts of assault and
batter. Sgt. J.G. Pickerel was the
arresting officer.

*Connie Curry, 58, of Bassett,
was charged Dec. 27 with interfere
with property rights of another.
Sgt. C.L. Elgin was the arresting
officer.

*Rodney Clifford Hoke, 62, of Mt.
Airy, NC, was charged Dec. 27 with
warrant of extradition. Senior Dep-
uty M.R. Hodges was the arresting
officer.

*Kenneth Wayne Gusler, 41, of
Patrick Springs, was charged Dec.
30 with pointing/brandishing fire-
arm. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Cody Joseph Wyatt, 31, of Stu-
art, was charged Dec. 31 with fail to
appear. Master Deputy M.T. Rorrer
was the arresting officer.

*Clifford Kenner Harris Nieto,
37, of Roxboro, NC, was charged
Jan. 1 with probation violation. Se-
nior Deputy H.R. Hylton was the
arresting officer.

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

8,

DO YOU!

SHBROOK
UDIOLOGY

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

1-877-610-HEAR 4327)

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1. Is the book of Miriam
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. Which book may be sum-
marized as “Bad times do not
change the nature of God”?
Judges, Job, Jeremiah, Jo-
nah

3. From 2 Chronicles 9:11,
what are psalteries for sing-
ers? Robes, Stringed instru-
ments, Lyrics, Abodes

4. In Revelation 6, what’s
the name of the fourth horse-
man? Death, Power, Brim-
stone, Terror

5. From Ecclesiastes 3,
there is a time to break down
and a time to? Plow, Climb,
Rejoice, Build up

6. Which of these was Abra-
ham’s wife? Rebekah, Mar-
tha, Sarah, Michal

ANSWERS: 1) Neither,
2) dJob, 3) Stringed instru-
ments, 4) Death, 5) Build up,
6) Sarah

Hardcore trivia fan? Vis-
it Wilson Casey’s subscrib-
er site at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy.

(c) 2025
Synd., Inc.

King Features

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11am

Risen Jord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm) Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiry:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness

k260 Spring Rd_, Palrick Springs, VA - 2776-504-5357)

JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

Bringing the World to Christ
108 W, Blue Ridge . _,:_%"‘,:,_ 9:45 Sunday Schoal

276-694-3440 L‘:" 11:00 Warship Service
nwm:ﬂupun.m-glj T,‘

_\'\.zmmrthpﬂ.ltmg

\‘

AR SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church )
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 » www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Come visit our Bible-believing church

J

YA

Join the
Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today

Super Crossword UNTHEMED
ACROSS 61 The Emerald 121 Stylish 17 Mo. in spring 51 Military 83 Singer Carly
1 Upside-down- Isle filmmaker 18 Final letter mission, in — Jepsen
sleeping 62 Play —in 122 Made giggle 19 Hosp. triage brief 84 A cow milker
mammal (contribute to) 123 Active, as a sites 52 Spiner of tugs on it
8 Economizes 63 Heap law 24 Riddle-me- — “Star Trek” 85 H.S. juniors’
to a fault 64 Graduate 124 Out of sight 25 KO counter films exams
14 Untrustworthy student's 125 San Fran 30 Some sorority 57 Neckline 90 Campaigning
sort position that football team letters shape pro
20 One way to might include 126 Music scorer 31 Grab — 58 Dinosaurin 91 Net address
serve apple conducting (eat quickly) Nintendo 92 Wash clothes
pie experiments DOWN 32 Al who won games 93 Untrustworthy
21 Very solitary 74 “Give —ring” 1 Explorer John four Indy 59 Actress sort
sort 75 Plantain lily, or Sebastian 500s Kaitlin 98 Have a spat
22 Monkey familiarly 2 Letter before 33 French buddy 60 Singer with 99 Pine (for)
(with) 76 Actress Ward beth 34 Driveway- the 2007 hit 100 “— Can Cook”
23 Frigid- of “Sisters” 3 Triple-time topping goo “1234” (old culinary
weather 77 Polite cut-in dance, in 35 Stinging hits 65 Whac- — show)
readings words France 36 Lays into (reflex-testing 101 Brain, for one
26 Military 86 Drains of 4 Broody rock 37 Something game) 102 Food taste
missions, in color subgenre to RSVPto 66 Of kidneys associated
brief 87 Heaps 5Bend ata online 67 Slyly spiteful with MSG
27 Old Ford div. 88 Tulsa-to- curtain call 38 More stable 68 Engraved 103 Must have
28 Tennis great Topeka dir. 6 Woodworking 42 Longtime stone pillar 104 Actress
Chris 89 Metropolises, tool Twins catcher 69 Divining card Joanne
29 Classic Coca- e.g. 7 Swarms Joe 70 0ld JFKjet 105 Red lab dye
Cola slogan 94 Climb (with) 43 Navel type 71 “Die Lorelei” 106 Divided
39°Sonof”in  95—pronobis  8Notatalltall 44 Swizzles poet Heinrich 107 Drug dealer
Arabic names 96 Flight guess, 9 Mustard 45 Airline to 72 Actress 108 Overly fond
40 Thurman of in brief alternative Oslo Massey sort
“Kill Bill" films 97 “In time the 10 Choler 46 Basketballer 73 Window 112 Baby’s cry
41 Volcanic flow reason shall 11 “Delicious!” — Thomas segments 113 Yes, to Gigi
42 Watershed be made 120neof 11in 47 2014 77 Baseballer 114 British “Inc.”
draining clear’ a Christmas Wimbledon Martinez 115 Govt. agent
dozens of 109 Furnish with song winner 78 Stayed home 116 Of city govt.
U.S. states new weapons 13 Carell of “The Kvitova forameal 117 Enzyme
53 Busy crawler 110 Mean Roman Office” 48 Sickly 79 Washer suffix
54 Make sport of emperor 14 Knighted 49 Compete cycle 118 L-P center
55 Cocktail party 111 Kung — Ringo (for) 80 Gave two 119 Frequently, to
spread chicken 15 Cappuccino 50 “Don’'t Cry pills to, say poets
56 School in 112 “The Magic alterative for Me 81 Cool, in jive 120 Suffix
England’s Flute” 16 Ostrich Argentina” talk meaning
East Midlands composer relative musical 82 That, in Peru “animals”
1 12 |3 (4 |5 |6 |7 8 [9 |10 |11 |12 |13 14 (15 (16 [17 |18 |19
20 21 22
23 24 25

112 (113 |114 |115 116 |1

17 118 {119 |120
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123
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CLASSIFIED

VP S Virginia Press VP S Virginia Press
Services Services

262-5564.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

Switch and save up
to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No
contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-

We buy 8,000 cars

a week. Sell your old,

busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or
headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and
striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field
reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, tractor
and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates.
Call 276-229-9410 or
Facebook Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

Morris Construction
LLC Home remodeling
& repairs, carpentry,
roofing, siding, painting,
fencing, tree work &
more! Contact Nick @
276-224-4623 or 757-
621-5219.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,

repairs, decks, gutter

cleaning, trim work,
wooden bridge repair,

power washing, tree
cutting, demolition and
anything else you need
done. Call Joe at (276)

229-1029.

VP S Virginia Press
Services

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and
in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your
target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press

Call (276) 694-3101

Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!
Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins
[l Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! American Made
Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime!

Limited Time Offer —
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-

ers.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. Plus
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!

Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-

9950

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest
for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!
1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

‘ .3' S Virginia Press
Services

0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen

wide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more
information, call 1-855-

three step process.
Instant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call
1-844-268-4773

“We Feed What We Sell”

‘ PS Virginia Press
Services

Concentrator May Be

Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

) * Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
compaont design and ¢ Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher
long-lasting battery of * Beef Grower Feeds ~ * Calf Feed
Inotgenk(')tlmé ﬁrggsmggg * Corn Gluten Pellets  « Soyhull Pellets
mation '497a 4 Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/1b.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.

No fuss. Any condi- > Call for prices today!
. Performance
tion. Easy three step Livestock & Feed  988.777-5912
process: Call, get cash Company
offer and get paid. Get Mark Pendleton Jason Pendleton

your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-216-
5028.

d"ttewatet

SERVICE CENTER

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
e appreciate yows business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

- State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
» Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
o Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
LEGAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INTHE FAMILY COURT OF THE

COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

)
LE GAL LEE T. CONNELLY, )

PLAINTIFF, ) SUMMONS AND NOTICE

Meeting Notice
Patrick County Public Service Authorit

uarterly Business Meetin

The Patrick County Public Service Authority Board of Directors will
hold a Quarterly Business Meeting on Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at
6:00 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Court Room of the Patrick County Veterans
Memorial Building.

Petitions and requests from the public to address the Board shall be
submitted in writing to the PSA located in the Patrick County Admin-
istration Building at 106 Rucker Street, Suite 218, Stuart, VA. Peti-
tions and requests to address the Board shall be submitted no less than
fire (5) business days prior to the scheduled meeting and placed on the
official meeting agenda in order to be considered. Persons wanting to
address the Authority’s Board not having submitted a pre-request to do
so may only be heard after a majority of Directors agree. The Directors
encourage public attendance at all meetings.

Vs. )
MARK E. HANCOCK ) DOCKET NO.:
DEFENDANT. ) No. 2024-DR-40-1768
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT MARK E. HANCOCK:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to an-
swer the Complaint in this action, and to serve a copy of your Answer
on the Plaintiff’s Attorney at his office, 1720 Main Street, Suite 301,
Columbia, SC 29201, within thirty (30) days after service of this Sum-
mons upon you, exclusive of the day of such service; and if you fail
to answer the Complaint within the time aforesaid, the Plaintiff in this
action will apply to the Court for the relief sought in said Complaint.
YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the original Com-
plaint was filed in the Office of the Clerk of Court for Richland Coun-
ty, South Carolina, on June 13, 2024.
ATTORNEY: Larry C. Marchant Jr., Attorney for Plaintiff
Columbia, South Carolina

" JAMIE'S |
RECYCLING
CENTER

BUYING: Cans, #1 Copper,
#2 Copper, Brass, Metal,
Different types of Aluminum,
Vehicles, Stainless Steel, etc.

Call for prices.

Roll off container &
pick up service available.
Call for details.

(276) 694-5692
or 276-694-5697

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm,
closed 12-1 pm for lunch

3609 South Mayo Dr., Stuart

k God Bless You j

LEGAL

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
485 HARDIN REYNOLDS ROAD
CRITZ, VA 24082

In execution of a certain Deed of Trust to Tanya Jones, Mitch Smith and Charles M. Aaron, P.L.C., Attorney
at Law, Trustees, dated July 20, 2017, recorded July 20, 2017, in the Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court, Patrick
County, Virginia, as Instrument Number 170001316, (Lafayette, Ayers & Whitlock, PLC, a Virginia profes-
sional limited liability company, having been appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument duly recorded in
the aforesaid Clerk’s Office), default having been made in the payment of the indebtedness secured thereby,
and being required so to do by the Noteholder, the undersigned, in accordance with the provisions of the afore-
said Deed of Trust, and after having given at least sixty (60) days prior written notice to the owner of the real
estate of the date, time, place and terms of the sale, will offer for sale to the highest bidder at public auction the
property described in and conveyed by said Deed of Trust being known and designated as: “ALL that certain
tract or parcel of land, together with the improvements thereon, lying and being in the Mayo River Magisterial
District of Patrick County, Virginia, being on the northerly side of Hardin Reynolds Road, Virginia Secondary
Route 694, being shown as Lot 1, containing 15.838 acres, as shown on survey entitled “Subdivision of the
Property of Darian R. Tatum at Hardin Reynolds Road in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick Coun-
ty, VA”, prepared by Donald B. Abele, dated October 2, 2016, and recorded as Instrument Number 160001632,
of the Patrick County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office” Tax Map #5211-()—100E; Account #83083 (herein “the
Property”). The sale shall take place on January 17, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at the front steps of the building hous-
ing the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, 101 Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

TERMS OF SALE: All cash at settlement. A bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price, in cash or certi-
fied check, shall be required at time of sale from all bidders except the holder of the Note secured by the
Deed of Trust. The balance shall be paid at settlement, to be held within twenty (20) days from the date of
sale. The sale is subject to post sale confirmation that the borrower(s) did not file for protection under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale. In such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. The Substitute Trustee
reserves the right to: (i) waive the deposit requirement; (ii) approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and
final purchaser; (iii) withdraw the Property from sale at any time prior to the termination of the bidding;
(iv) keep the bidding open for any length of time; and (v) reject any and all bids. In the event that the pur-
chaser fails to go to settlement as required, the aforementioned deposit shall be forfeited and the Property
shall be resold at the purchaser’s risk and expense. All closing costs, including preparation of the deed and
the grantor’s tax, shall be borne by the successful bidder. Real estate taxes shall be prorated to the date of
sale. Rents and other expenses of the Property, if any, shall not be prorated. The Real Property shall be
conveyed by special warranty deed. The Property shall be sold “AS IS” without representation or warranty
of any kind, and SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, rights-of-way, easements, and reservations, if any,
contained in the deeds forming chain of title thereto, and all other matters of record taking priority over the
Deed of Trust, if any. Delivery of possession of the Property will not be performed by the Substitute Trustee
but will be the responsibility of the Purchaser. The Purchaser will be required to execute a Memorandum of
Sale and Contract concerning the purchase of the Property, a copy of which will be available immediately
before announcing the sale. This is a communication from a debt collector and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose. LAFAYETTE, AYERS & WHITLOCK, PLC, SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE,
10160 staples Mill Road, suite 105, Glen Allen, Virginia 23060. Telephone: (804) 545-6256. FOR INFOR-
MATION CONTACT: EDWARD S. WHITLOCK, III, ESQ., Lafayette, Ayers & Whitlock, PLC.
Telephone: (804) 545-6256 or (804) 545-6258.
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Meeting and event information is due no later
than 5 p.m. Friday of the week before publica-
tion is requested. Items are included as space
allows. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.

Meetings

Thursday, Jan. 9
The Patrick County School Board will meet
at 5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Monday, Jan. 13

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
hold its reorganizational meeting at 5 p.m. in
the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick County
Administration Building.

Wednesday, Jan.15
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 p.m.
in the town office.

Events

Thursday, Jan. 9

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group
will hold its January monthly meeting at 11
a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary Field in
Stuart. Entertainment will be provided by The
Senior Melodies. A variety of soups, crackers,
and beverages will be provided for lunch. At-
tendees are requested to bring sandwiches and
desserts to share with the group.

Thursday, Jan. 16

The Patrick County Republican Committee
meeting,6 p.m., 212 Wood Brothers Dr., Motor-
sports Hall of Fame Auditorium. Members and
Guests are welcome.

Friday, Jan. 17

The community food truck will be at the
FairyStone VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 18

Free Community Breakfast, 7:15-9:30 a.m.,
New Hope Church of the Brethren, 2007 New
Hope Road, Stuart (Elamsville area). Eggs, ba-
con, sausage patties, apples, pancakes, biscuits
& gravy.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Patriots Turkey Shoot
will be held Saturdays in January, and Satur-
day, February 1 and 8 at the Smith River Wild-
life Club. Practice rounds start at 12:30 p.m.
Shoot starts at 1 p.m. Rules are factory chokes
only, no sleeves or re-chokes, and no modified
gun barrels. Food will be available for pur-
chase.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of every
month at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena
Vista Ave in Stuart. New members or volun-
teers are welcome. For more information, call

(276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Initial unemployment filings fall

According to Virginia Works, 1,468 unemploy-
ment insurance weekly initial claims were filed
during the week ending December 28, 2024,
which is 34.2 percent lower than last week’s
2,230 claims and 29.1 percent lower than the
comparable week of last year (2,070).

Nearly 74 percent of claimants self-reported
an associated industry; of those reported, the
top five industries (64 percent) were Manufac-
turing (174); Construction (168); Accommoda-
tion and Food Services (140); Administrative
and Support and Waste Management (115); and
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
(82).

Continued weeks claims (15,712) were 2.4 per-
cent lower than last week (16,104) and were 27.2
percent higher than the comparable week of last
year (12,357). Nearly 92 percent of claimants

Tired of
driving
to the

landfill? RGHYCEEVEST curb|

Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

self-reported an associated industry; of those re-
ported, the top five industries (57 percent) were
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
(2,350); Administrative and Support and Waste
Management (1,996); Health Care and Social
Assistance (1,396); Manufacturing (1,353); and
Retail Trade (1,166).

A person who has already filed an initial claim
and who has experienced a week of unemploy-
ment files a continued claim to claim benefits for
that week of unemployment. On a weekly basis,
continued claims reflect a good approximation
of the current number of insured unemployed
workers filing for UI benefits, and are a good
indicator of labor market conditions. While con-
tinued claims are not a leading indicator, they
provide confirming evidence of the direction of
the economy.

Kelsey Fain

REALTOR

Mme/tyda?/

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial
Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of every
month at the American Legion Post 105 at 7
p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednesday,
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in.
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stuart
(across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 694-
2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The Willis Gap Community Center: Members
Meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every
Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. The mu-
sic and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies
Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the month.
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, music and danc-
ing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confi-
dential Medicaid/FAMIS application and re-
newal assistance for Virginia residents from
birth to 64. No sign-up fees, no premiums, no
deductibles. Medicaid renewals have resumed.
Medicaid members need to keep their mailing
address and contact information up to date.
Connect Health + Wellness’ specially trained
Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach Advocate can pro-
vide more information. Call or text Ann Walk-
er, (276) 732-0509, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Wllderness Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

SUBSCRIBE

to gain unlimited digital access to
The Enlerprise
i
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3 your region!
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Lawson receives the county’s
Clean Water Farm Award

The Patrick County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District (Patrick
SWCD) Board of Directors along with
District Staff Tony Collins and San-
dra Heath nominated and presented
Mr. Garland Lawson with the Pat-
rick County Virginia Clean Water
Farm Award. Mr. Lawson’s farm is
located in Dobyns Section of Patrick
County and part of the Mayo River
Watershed. Mr. Lawson received a
Certificate signed by the Governor of
Virginia and a sign to display proudly
at his farm.

The Clean Water Farm award was
established to provide special recog-
nition to farmers who demonstrat-
ed a strong commitment to natural
resource conservation through the
implementation of best management
practices and management of their
lands. The Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation was
given lead responsibility for program
development and administration and
the Department relies upon Soil and
Water Conservation Districts to select
worthy recipients within their com-
munities.

The Commonwealth of Virginia’s
Best Management Practices (BMP)
Program and USDA Farm Service
Agency’s Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP) was
used to assist Mr. Lawson with the
stewardship of his land that he de-
sired. As part of his stewardship of
the land, Mr. Lawson has protected
over four thousand feet of streams
that run through his property by fenc-
ing out livestock access. Mr. Lawson
established 3 acres of new riparian
buffers to help filter run-off from his
farm. A limited access stream cross-
ing was installed to allow cattle and
farm machinery to cross the stream
without damaging the stream banks
and channel. To provide his livestock
with clean water, he installed three
frost free watering facilities.

Mr. Lawson is the recipient of the
24th consecutive Clean Water Farm
Award presented in Patrick Coun-
ty. Past Patrick County Clean Wa-
ter Farm Award winners include:

Lester Wood; Pansy, Jeff and Eddie
McAlexander; Wyoming East Farm,
Tim Service, Helen Clark Wood and
Kate Dunnavant; David Collins;
Greenview Farm; Benton and Mi-
chael Culler; Pam Hall; Mulberry
Farm; Joey Epperson; Joe and Denise
Clark; Dannie and Kathy Anderson;
Larry Hutchens; Leon and Jane Ste-
vens; John and Rose Wood; Marion
and Glenda Cobbler; Ted and Bren-
da Kirby; B H Cooper Farm; Dewey
Moss and Roger Wilson; Clarence and
Darrell Mitchell; Chester Turner; and
John F. Clark.

The Patrick Soil and Water Conser-
vation District office, along with the
Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation, are proud sponsors
of the Clean Water Farm Award.
These individuals are role models
who encourage others’ stewardship.
Agricultural Producers spend time,
energy and hard-earned money car-
rying out conservation practices that
benefit many people. There are 47
Soil and Water Conservation Districts
throughout Virginia. If you would like
to nominate someone for the Clean
Water Farm Award or schedule a
field visit to sign up for Virginia Ag-
ricultural BMP Cost-Share, please
feel free to contact the Patrick SWCD
office at 276-694-2911. (Photo credits
Sandra Heath)

Feedback sought by VDOE on
draft overdose response guidelines

To help ensure that parents are
notified by their child’s school
division in the occurrence of a
school-related overdose, the Vir-
ginia Department of Education is
offering a series of feedback ses-
sions for parents, educators, and
community members to share
their thoughts on the Virginia
Board of Education’s newly pro-
posed School-Connected Overdose
Response and Notification Guide-
lines to help local school divisions
develop effective action plans for
school-connected overdoses and
timely parental notification.

The proposed guidelines build
upon Gov. Glenn Youngkin's Ex-
ecutive Order 28, issued in Octo-
ber 2023, which mandated that
schools notify parents within 24
hours of any school-connected
overdose. The executive order
followed nine opioid-related over-
doses in Loudoun County schools.
Final parental notification guid-
ance for school divisions was re-
leased by the VDOE in February
2024. Senate Bill 498, passed by
the General Assembly in 2024,
further required the Virginia
Board of Education to create com-
prehensive guidelines addressing
overdose response and notifica-
tion.

Virtual Feedback Sessions An-
nounced

To ensure public involvement in
shaping these policies, the VDOE
is hosting three virtual feedback

sessions:
Thursday, January 9, 2025

5:30-7 p.m.

Monday, January 13, 2025 —
5:30-7 p.m.

Tuesday, January 14, 2025 —
5:30-7 p.m.

Participants must register to
attend or speak at these sessions
via Zoom. Feedback can also be
submitted through an online pub-
lic comment form.

These sessions provide an op-
portunity for community mem-
bers to express their expecta-
tions and concerns regarding the
guidelines and to contribute to
the policies that will shape how
schools respond to and communi-
cate about overdoses.

Those interested in participat-
ing in the virtual sessions or shar-
ing feedback on the guidelines
can visit the VDOE’s Substance
Use and Overdose webpage at
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/par-
ents-students/parent-resources/
substance-use-and-overdose for
registration and additional re-
sources.

Matching grants now available

Eagles club donates to

o] —

Shop With A Cop program
| A o e S

- "‘—'—“\ r——

The Stuart Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 4007 donated $1,500 to the Shop With A Cop
program in Patrick County! All the members want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas!

Café awarded plaque

to Virginia dam owners

Owners of the com-
monwealth’s more
than 2,500 regulated
dams may now apply
for matching grants
from the Virginia Dam
Safety, Flood Preven-
tion and Protection As-
sistance Fund.

A total of $5 million
is available for dam
safety projects.

The fund is managed
by the Virginia Re-
sources Authority on
behalf of the Virginia
Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation.

“These grants will
assist dam owners to
take necessary steps to
safeguard lives, prop-
erty, and increase lo-
cal communities’ flood
resilience. Dam safe-
ty is key to protecting
public safety and we
encourage all eligible
dam owners to apply,”
said DCR Director
Matthew Wells.

Dam owners in Vir-
ginia are responsible
for the safe operation
and maintenance of
their dams. In the
event of a failure, dam
owners are responsible
for any downstream

damage.
All grants are re-
imbursements and

require a 50% match.
The maximum amount
per grant will be de-
termined based on

amounts requested for
eligible projects, appli-
cation scores and avail-
able funds.

Requests must be
submitted by 4 p.m.,
Feb. 28, 2025.

Grants are offered
to local government or
privately owned dams
across three project
type categories:

Type 1 projects

Unknown hazard
dams: up to $1 million
is available for initial
engineering studies for
dams with Unknown
Hazard classifications.

For the following two
categories, a total of
$4 million in matching
funds are available:

Type 2  projects:
plans, specifications,
engineering studies

and instrumentation
Type 3 projects: dam
repairs, safety modifi-
cations or removal
Go to www.dcr.vir-
ginia.gov/dam-safe-
ty-and-floodplains/

(edar Squate
ailmenls

is now accepting applications for
1 BR and 2 BR apartments.
Income limits do apply. Water
and sewer are included in rent.

Cedar Square Apartments
210 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, VA 24171
Office number: 276-694-4922
Fax: 276-694-3786

: TIY: 711
cedarsquare@chpc?.org @

dam-safety-funding
to download the grant
manual.

For more informa-
tion, contact your re-
gional dam safety en-
gineer or email dam@
dcr.virginia.gov.

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC
336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

Buy Direct
\.and Save! /

Representatives from the Town of Stuart, Town Council and the Tourism Department were
on hand recently to present a plaque to Denny Alley, owner of the Coffee Break Café, for
the eatery’s 50 years in business. Alley (third from left, holding plaque) is pictured with
Stuart officials, and those from the Tourism Department.

celebrates 50 years

Worley Machine Enterprises in Woolwine, Va celebrates their 50th year in business.
The company also recognized two employees for 40 years of dedicated service. Ronnie
Harbour and Clinton Connor both received 40 year plaques for their service, which is
an unbelievable achievement. Ronnie Harbour (left), Don Worley, president center) and
Clinton Connor (right) are pictured.

| will clean out ~ |j Guaranteed Paying [ YRR YFRR
basements, garages, the Most - )
etc. and haul away j Buying CARS & Top Quality
anything, brush RTRUPKS- Low Prices
| unning or
Free Essti(:;ates! not, ATV’s, tractors, Made Same Day
Call Scoft stamps, old coins, 40 Year Warranty

jewelry & fire arms.
647-5563 or 806-4433

647-5563 or
276-806-4433

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Start 2025
Right

- P;;‘fiCk 20“““{ Snow Guards
epublican ommittee Lumber
We meet the 3rd Thursday Rough - Dressed - Treated
of each Month PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

Motorsports Hall of Fame Auditorium

212 Wood Brothers Dr. Stuart « 6pm maxkendalllumber.com

8261 Mountain Valley Rd
Next Meeting is January 16th
Email: PatrickCountyGOP@GMail.com
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Culture, learning all the rage on international trips

Zamone Perez

Virginia News Connection

Travel agencies say Americans
are still embracing overseas trips,
including destinations where the
itinerary is loaded with learning
opportunities about local culture.

There are tips for Virginians on
where to book and how to stretch
their dollar. Those who help con-
sumers plan their vacations re-
port a strong appetite for experi-
ences where cultural immersion is
the main attraction.

Brittany Duffy, travel expert at
EF Go Ahead Tours, said it might
mean going off the beaten path
more in towns and villages, as op-
posed to sticking with the common
tourist sites in the heart of a ma-
jor city across the globe.

“Not just checking a trip off their
list, but really becoming more con-
nected and seeking that personal
growth opportunity and having
those unforgettable moments,”
Duffy explained.

She pointed out guided tours,
in places like Latin America and
Scandinavia, can bring you to
under-the-radar spots, like fami-
ly-run farms serving dinner. Com-
panies like EF Go Ahead Tours

I .

Research firms say younger
adults are increasingly booking
vacations, including solo trips,
while older adults said travel is
becoming too expensive. But baby
boomers are still open to flying
elsewhere if they can find value,
such as doing so during off-peak
seasons.

Experts said lower costs should
not come at the expense of person-
al safety. One example would be
using public transportation late
at night in unfamiliar areas. They
said calling a taxi is better in such
situations.

have flexible financing requiring
a small deposit, with additional
interest-free payments spread out
well in advance of your trip.

Virginia ranks tenth in the coun-
try for its rate of passport holders,
tied with Utah and Florida.

Duffy emphasized timing is an-
other key tool in keeping vacations
budget-friendly and accessible.

“Considering traveling in the
shoulder season, April, May,
October, November,” Duffy ad-
vised. “You still see really pleas-
ant weather but you got smaller
crowds and lower prices.”

Thank You for reading

The Enterprise

Children’s Jewelry Sets
Recalled Due to Excess
Lead, Cadmium Levels

Yaomiao began a i B
January 2 recall of |\ [
6,900 children’s jew- rf_ Y
elry sets found to con-
tain levels of lead that
exceed the federal lead
content ban, and levels
of cadmium that are
prohibited in children’s
products by the Fed-
eral Hazardous Sub-
stances Act.

Lead and cadmium
are toxic if ingested by
young children and can
cause adverse health
effects.

Products recalled in-
clude, but are not limit-
ed to: Yaomiao Unicorn

7 Estate Auction

923 LIBERTY ST.,
Martinsville, VA. 24112
Saturday, January 11, 2025 - 10 A.M.

Directions: In Martinsville - Go to 923 Liberty St., Auction Sign in Driveway

Real Estate:/ 5 Bedroom Home, 2 Baths, Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Den, Basement, Laundry Room,
Front Porch, Back Porch, Side/Porch, City Utilities, 2 Barns/Well House. Sits On Knoll Overlooking Area.
Plus 18 Lots Between Onieda/Pine View St’s. +/- 10 Acres

Personal Property: *Storage Shed (12x12) *Craftsman Tool Box/Tools *Bench Grinder *Table Saw *Weed
eater *Hedge Trimmer *Skill Saw *Vice *Anvil *Chainsaw *Floor Jack *Boat Winch *Drill Press *Come-A-
Long *Sawzall *24’ Ladder *Reese Truck Hitch *5x8 Utility Trailer *Outdoor FirePlace *US General
Toolbox/Tools *Air-Compressor *Shopvac *HP Soap Application *20’ Flag Pole *Misc. Hand Tools *Grease
Guns *Chop saw *Fence Post/Wire *Cherry Secretary *Queen Ann Style Dining Room *Table *Holy Bible
*Audio *Electric Heater *Fishing Equipment *Paint Supplies *9 Drawer Desk *Ceramic Lamps *2 Marble
End Tables *6 Drawer Dresser *Electric Fireplace (Amish) *Chest-Of-Drawers *Brass Bed *Babe Ruth
Baseball, and many, many more items! Too much to list.

Terms/Conditions: All inspections as requirement of sale to be done prior to sale. Selling for Chappell. Selling “As Is’
no guarantees/ no warranties. 10% buyer’s premium on personal property. Real Estate 10% earnest money deposit, 5%
buyer’s premium, balance with 30 days. Maps at auction office. Call office for details out of state checks must have
bank letter of credit. Announcments made the day of the auction supersede all prior advertisement information.

ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:
EVANS Real Estate & Auction Company

541 Memorial Blvd., Martinsville, VA 24112
276-632-SOLD (7653) « Fax: 276-632-7179
Email: EvansAuctionCo@gmail.com

Children’s Jewelry Set
(pictured), Yaomiao
Unicorn, Butterfly,
and Rainbow Necklace
and Earring Children’s
Jewelry Set and Yao-
miao Children’s Neck-
laces and Rings Jewel-
ry Set. For additional
products in the recall,
visit https://www.
cpsc.gov/Recalls/2025/
Yaomiao-Childrens-

Jewelry-Sets-Re-
called-Due-to-Risk-of-
Lead-and-Cadmium-
Poisoning-Violations-
of-the-Federal-Lead-
Content-Ban-and-Fed-
eral-Hazardous-Sub-
stances-Act-Sold-Ex-
clusively-on-Ama-
zon-by-LordRoads.
Consumers should
immediately stop us-
ing the recalled jewelry

sets, take them away
from children and con-
tact LordRoads for a
full refund. Consumers
will be asked to dispose
of the recalled jewelry
sets and send a photo
of the disposed sets to
simlordroadple@163.
com. LordRoads and
Amazon are contacting
all known purchasers
directly.

orris

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

Alfordalrte Puneats And Cremations With Updated Pacilitios

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

]

VAAR 433/028
JANUARY PATRICK COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY 2025
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
| | | 2 |
Interested or have questions about our
CLOSED FOR
programs? e e Sit & Stitch 11:00
Call us at 276-694-3352.
*Registration is required.
| 6 9
Yoga 10:00* Walking Club 9:00
Not Your Mother’s
Book Club 5:00
Chair Exercise 1:30 Book Bingo 10:30
Yoga 1:15* Yoga 5:15*
13 [ 14 | 15 | 16

Yoga 10:00* Walking Club 9:00

Chair Exercise 1:30 Retired Teacher’s Book

Open Art Studio 1:00

Sit & Stitch 11:00

Club 11:00
Yoga 1:15* Yoga 5:15*
| 20] 22 23
Walking Club 9:00
CLOSED FOR -
MLK DAY Yoga 5:15
Yoga 1:15*
29 30 31
Yoga 10:00*
. . Walking Club 9:00
Chair Exercise 1:30 Yoga 5:15*

Yoga 1:15*




14 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, January 8, 2025

‘hadbourne

The Stokes County Arts Coun-
cil announced the opening of an
exhibit of original paintings by
artist Kathryn Chadbourne in the
Apple Gallery. A meet and greet
is scheduled for Sunday, January
12 from 3-4:30 p.m. in the Apple
Gallery of the Stokes County Arts
Council, 500 Main Street Dan-
bury, N.C.

Chadbourne predominantly
works in oil and acrylic painting.
She began painting after she re-
tired as a Stokes County Schools
teacher. She was mentored by
the late Sarah Reynolds Dixon,
who was her painting instructor
at Forsyth Technical Community
College.

Chadbourne graduated from
James Madison University. She
has studied painting and partici-
pated in workshops in Richmond,
VA, Little Switzerland, NC, and
Pawley’s Island, SC with instruc-

tors such as Jennifer Young, Ring-
ling School of Arts Instructors,
John Reedy, Karen Galahar, Con-
nie Winters, and Curney Huffer.

Chadbourne’s work has received
awards and recognition. She was
one of ten artists chosen by Asso-
ciated Artists of Winston-Salem
to paint a 5”x5” for Hanes and
Companies. She won first prize
at a benefit show for the Humane
Society of Catawba County at the
Full Circle Gallery in Hickory,
NC.

The paintings in the exhibit
are oils and acrylics, full of color
and texture. Her paintings are
inspired by photos she has taken.
The images of zebras, elephants,
and painted dogs are inspirations
from Chadbourne’s trips to South
Africa, and the roosters by the
ocean are inspired from images
she saw in Hawaii. Other sub-
jects, such as the fox, were seen

el

SCHAC Presents: An Exhibit of Original Paintings by Artist Kathryn Chadbourne
In The Apple Gallery-502 Main Street, Danbury, NC -An Opening is scheduled for Sunday, January 12 - 3:00-4:30pm.

Exhibit Dates: January |-February 15, 2025

locally at a friend’s house.

This exhibit will be on display
from January 1-February 15 in
the Apple Gallery. The Stokes
County Arts Council is open to the
public Monday through Friday, 9

a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. and Sunday 12-5 p.m. For
additional information about the
exhibit, please contact the Stokes
County Arts Council at (336) 593-
8159 or visit www.stokesarts.org.

Student Kiosks Implemented at SCC Learning Centers

all student services needs.

Surry Community College has recently imple-
mented student kiosks at its four learning cen-
ters — The Pilot Center, 612 E. Main St., Pilot
Mountain; the Center for Public Safety, 1220
State Street, Mount Airy; The Elkin Center,
1461 N. Bridge St., Elkin; and The Yadkin Cen-
ter, 1001 College Drive, Yadkinville.

The student kiosks are self-service digital sta-
tions that offer access to a variety of SCC ser-
vices. Connected to the campus network, stu-
dents can quickly find information or complete
tasks without the need to interact with staff if
desired. Student kiosks provide an easy and effi-
cient way for students to access important cam-
pus student services, which include campus an-
nouncements, accessing campus resources, and

Furthermore, these newly implemented stu-
dent kiosks allow students to quickly complete
tasks, saving time and reducing the need to
drive to SCC’s Dobson campus for answers to
simple inquiries. Students will be able to stay
organized, stay informed, and manage their day-
to-day activities in a more efficient manner by
using the resources at the kiosks. Immediate
access to necessary services and information is
especially important for nontraditional or part-
time students who may not find themselves on
campus regularly.

Not only do these kiosks improve student ef-
ficiency, but they also improve operational ef-
ficiency among staff by answering standard

inquiries. College personnel can then handle
more complex matters, improving overall cam-
pus workflow. In addition, kiosks help reduce
administrative workload and improve student
experience by offering a self-service alternative,
leading to student satisfaction.

“Student kiosks are a game-changer for both
students and colleges,” mentions Forrest Line-
berry, Vice President of Student Services. “They
empower students by giving them more con-
trol over their academic experience, while also
streamlining administrative operations. In an
age where technology plays such a central role
in our lives, it makes sense to integrate these
tools to improve both efficiency and student sat-
isfaction.”

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

Dr. Ruberte Thiele initially pursued a career as
a biomedical engineer in the medical device
industry and academia. Interested in directly
impacting patients’ quality of life, he applied to

training in robotics and navigation for partial and

one of his kid’s swim meets or soccer games, he

as recreational basketball.

SAME DAY
X-RAYS

* SHORTER WAIT TIMES

SPECTRUM
MEDICAL

Meet Ounr
Providerd

DR. RAMON RUBERTE THIELE
Total Joint Surgeon Specializing In

medical school with the singular goal of becoming
an orthopedic surgeon. After completing additional

total joint replacement as well as revision arthroplasty,
returns to the area eager to help patients get back to
doing what makes them happy. When not attending

enjoys outdoor activities like biking and hiking as well ,;;,,,,,,.,obams-com

* ORTHOPEDIC WALK-INS ACCEPTED

* CASH PAY OPTION AVAILABLE
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" BOARD-CERTIFIED
4§ TOTAL JOINT SURGEON

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
UNLESS REQUIRED BY INSURANCE

SFP “CTRUM of

Musculoskeletal services in

The full

an integrated system...
offering the FUTURE of
Healthcare today.

- ORTHOPEDICS

- RHEUMATOLOGY

+ PAIN MANAGEMENT

- FAMILY MEDICINE

- SPINE CARE

» CLINICAL RESEARCH

» SPORTS MEDICINE OUTREACH

« PHYSICAL THERAPY




