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Broadband, transparency 
among goals for new year
By Taylor Boyd
Members of the Patrick County 

Board of Supervisors shared their 
priorities for the coming year, out-
lining a vision focused on better 
budgeting, access to healthcare, 
and administrative operations.

Doug Perry, of the Smith River 
District, said he wants the county 
to continue to build on and improve 
its already existing organizations 
and operational side.

“I think that’s the key to every-
thing. We’ve come a long way, Mrs. 
Simms (County Administrator 
Beth) has done a great job building 
us operationally and developing or-
ganizationally, so we just need to 
continue to build and strengthen 
our operations,” he said.

If there aren’t adequate opera-
tions, Perry believes nothing will 
fall in place. 

“From the administration piece 
to the department heads, the way 
things are ran, the way things are 
operated. Without that operational 
piece, things don’t flow,” Perry said.

As part of that operational piece, 
Perry said the county intends on 
looking at building a building for 
Station 8, its paid Emergency Med-
ical Services (EMS) Department.

“I’ve asked our Facilities Manag-
er (Mike McGuinness) to see if he 
can get us some numbers as to what 
that’s going to cost, just (to) have 
something put together,” he said.

If the board doesn’t have an esti-
mated dollar figure for the project, 

Perry said it’s not going to be put in 
the budget. “If it doesn’t get put in 
the budget it’s not going to happen. 
If we can get just an educated guess 
what it’s going to cost us then we 
have something put into the budget 
and get that ball rolling,” he said.

Based on his last conversation 
with McGuinness, “I think he’s got a 
couple solid plans put together that 
he’ll address that we can put into 
the budget or work into the budget. 
And again, that’s part of that whole 
operations piece that’s just on the 
EMS side,” Perry said.

An upcoming board retreat will be 
when the board “put heads together 
and develop that operations piece” 
and determine its overall priorities 
for the year, he said. 

The date for the board retreat had 
yet to be set as of the publication of 
this article.

Perry expects EMS and the way 
the board’s budgeting process will 
be among the top priorities at the 
retreat. At last year’s retreat, im-
proving the Transfer Station and 
EMS were among the board’s prior-
ities.

“The Transfer Station improved 
leaps and bounds,” Perry said. “It’s 
now actually running like a Trans-
fer Station should run. That was 
a huge accomplishment. The Fa-
cilities Manager (has) been able to 
save us a whole lot of money, keep 
us from making mistakes on var-
ious facilities in the county. Then 

Walker, Harrell to 
lead school board 

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County School 

Board selected its chairman and 
vice-chairman for the upcoming 
year during its Thursday, January 
9 meeting.

Amy Walker, of the Mayo Riv-
er District, was chosen to serve as 
chairman and Shannon Harrell, of 
the Blue Ridge District, was elected 
as vice-chairman.

Sara Leigh Collins was reelected 
to serve as board clerk, and Da-
ree Reeves was appointed as the 
board’s deputy clerk.

The board also approved its spe-
cial committee assignments for the 
year. Walker will serve on the Em-
ployee Insurance, Parent Advisory, 
and Budget committees, and Har-
rell will be on the Gifted and Build-
ing Committees. The pair will also 

serve on the liaison committee. 
Rob Martin, of the Dan River Dis-

trict, will be on the School Health 

Shannon Harrell, of the Blue Ridge District 
(left), and Amy Walker, of the Mayo River 
District (right), will serve as the vice-
chairman and chairman of the Patrick 
County School Board.

The Patrick County School Board heard an update on its security grants at its Thursday, 
January 9 meeting.

Recent Storm Brings Snow to the Area

A cold front that moved through the area early this week brought colder temperatures and gusty winds, setting the stage for another chance of precipitation this weekend, primarily rain.
Last week, the second winter storm of the year delivered several inches of snow to the county. The snowfall created picturesque scenes, including the snow-covered beach at Fairy 
Stone State Park and the LOVE sign at the local library branch, photographed Friday afternoon as the flakes began to fall.
(Photos by Pat Delaney)

Power outage inspires 
resident-led food initiative 

By Taylor Boyd
A desire to help neighbors during 

weather-related power outages 
inspired Brittany Thompson, a 
Critz-area resident, to create ‘The 
Helping Hive of Patrick County VA’ 
Facebook page. The initiative aims 
to provide meals to local residents 
struggling during outages.

When the entire county lost pow-
er early last week, Thompson said 
her neighborhood was among the 
last to have service restored.

“I know for us, we really weren’t 
prepared for this because we really 
didn’t think it was going to hit us,” 
she said. “Then by the time we re-
alized that it was, you know, we’re 
not going to rush out and buy a 
generator and do this, that, and the 
third.”

Instead, Thompson said she 
packed everything down in her deep 
freezer and covered it with ice to 
prevent thawing. She and her fam-
ily hunkered down and did what 
they could. As her family weath-
ered the outage, she began to think 
about her neighbors, many of whom 
are elderly.

“I just kind of got to thinking a 
lot of my neighbors and stuff - they 
weren’t prepared for this either. I 
live in a neighborhood that has a lot 

of elderly people. So, I made a batch 
of soup, and I went and fed them.

“It was just one of those things 
where I was like, ‘well even if they 
have power back, people’s groceries 
could have got ruined.’ Even if they 
didn’t, some people just want a hot 
meal. The power’s been out, they 
don’t feel like cooking, they’ve got to 
clean out their fridge, do whatever,” 
she said.

Thomspon said she then decided 
to make pots of taco soup and of-
fered some to county residents on 
Facebook. Within an hour, Thomp-
son said she had made three stock-
pots of soup. She estimates she gave 
soup to about a dozen households in 
her neighborhood, many of which 
had multiple residents. 

“It’s just one of those things—we 
don’t have a lot ourselves, but it 
doesn’t cost much to be kind. And I 
don’t think that’s something people 
do a lot nowadays,” she said.

Before the second round of snow 
last week, Thompson received nu-
merous messages offering dona-
tions of groceries, money, and time 
to help her make and deliver soup 
and other food to those in need.

“I’m not comfortable taking any 
money, so I’m not taking any mone-

Local representatives’ 
proposals address healthcare, 

public safety, and funding 
By Taylor Boyd
Local delegates are gearing up 

to propose over 20 bills in the 2025 
General Assembly session that re-
cently got underway, tackling is-
sues such as healthcare, public 
safety, and funding initiatives.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 
plans to introduce 12 of the 15 bills 
he is allowed, including the Un-
funded Mandate Reduction Act, 
which he described as a “Good Gov-
ernance Bill.”

“What it does is it looks at un-
funded mandates that the state has 
put upon the localities, and it takes 
a review of those unfunded man-
dates and makes suggestions to the 
state about how to alleviate this un-
funded mandate for the locality,” he 
said.

Williams believes the bill could 
save taxpayers money and has en-
countered minimal opposition. The 
act will conclude after three years, 
with policies vetted during its term. 
However, the policies would have 
been thoroughly vetted by the end 
of that time period.

“That’s a cool one that’s gotten 
some traction by localities because 
it could save their taxpayers money. 
I haven’t had a lot of opposition to 
it right now at all, there might be 
concern about the process as far as 

what’s required to slow down legis-
lation and look at it more carefully,” 
he said.

Williams plans to call it a ‘Good 
Governance Bill,’ in part to hope-
fully help it gain enough traction in 
the General Assembly to pass.

Another notable proposal is the 
Healthcare Sandbox Bill, aimed at 
addressing rural healthcare chal-
lenges by creating experimental 
zones for alternative healthcare 
models.

“Instead of those projects having 
to meet the Certified Public Need 
requirements, the CPN laws, it 
would allow them to waive those,” 
Williams said. He explained that 
the bill could enable emergency 
services in underserved areas like 
Patrick County, which previously 
missed out on establishing a stand-
alone ER due to CPN restrictions.

Williams hopes the initiative will 
gain traction, noting, “Hopefully 
the initiative taken on this type of 
legislation will have some success.”

If the projects work well, Williams 
said they will receive the right to ex-
pand. If they don’t work, then they 
have to reform or withdraw.

Williams said this bill is more ad-
dressed to the challenges rural com-
munities are facing when it comes 
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Ads for county magazine 
being accepted

The Patrick Coun-
ty Magazine won 
the “Best Magazine 
Guide” award at the 
2024 Southwest Vir-
ginia Tourism Awards 

for the second year 
in a row. The Patrick 
County Chamber of 
Commerce and Patrick 
County Tourism are 
gearing up for volume 

4, Spring 2025 edition. 
Like the 2024 editions, 
the magazine will fea-
ture articles about our 
well-known and best 
kept secrets. Residents 
and Visitors will con-
tinue to enjoy reading 
about Patrick County. 
The magazine is circu-
lated across the region 
at events, regional vis-
itor centers and local 
businesses. The Pat-
rick County Chamber 
of Commerce is respon-
sible for selling the ad-
vertisement spaces in 
this magazine. Contact 
the chamber if you are 
interested at (276) 694-
6012 or email direc-
tor@patrickchamber.
com. Ad reservation is 
January 24.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services
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Power Outage
(cont. from page 1)

Pets of the Week

This sweet pooch is available for adoption. 
She seems so sad at the shelter, and would 
love to find her forever home.

This beautiful cat is so loving and friendly.  
She is already spayed, about four years old 
and wants to be part of a family.

When you adopt a cat or dog from our local 
shelter, you are literally a life saver.  These 
animals need you; they are all there through 
no fault of their own. Call the Patrick Coun-
ty Public Animal Shelter (PCPAS) at (276) 
694-6259, visit in person or check out their 
Facebook page to view other available pets. 
Adoption fees are only $10 and include spay/
neuter and rabies vaccination.

tary donations. I’m asking if people want to do-
nate, that they buy items themselves and we ar-
range pick-up, drop-off, meet up. However they 
want to do it,” Thompson said.

Within 24 hours, volunteers from across Pat-
rick County, including Ararat, Stuart, Patrick 
Springs, and Critz, offered to cook and deliver 
meals. Some with four-wheel-drive vehicles vol-
unteered to brave difficult conditions to deliver 
food.

Although the power remained on during the 
second round of snow last week, volunteers still 
distributed hot meals to those in need. Thomp-
son herself delivered two six-quart pots of soup 
to four households with multiple residents.

“The ladies that volunteered to cook froze the 
soups they made so we will be ready to go for any 
unexpected outages, and I am going to make and 
free a few myself this weekend,” she said.

To better coordinate efforts, Thompson cre-
ated ‘The Helping Hive of Patrick County VA’ 
Facebook page.

“I’m going to make sure that how I’ve got it 

set up runs smoothly,” she said. “I want to keep 
people updated in the community as to locations 
where they can pick up, meet, or request deliv-
ery. I want everybody to be able to follow one 
page for updates.”

Thompson envisions the group providing as-
sistance year-round, not just in the winter.

“Our power goes out randomly in Patrick 
County—sometimes for hours, sometimes for 
days. It’s just one of those things where I’m go-
ing to try to get this to be where it can be any-
time the power’s out. Anybody that needs help, 
reach out,” she said.

Looking ahead, Thompson is considering ex-
panding the initiative to offer meals about once 
a month to those in need.

“It’s not much, but with the way groceries and 
everything cost, it’s kind of hard to do much. But 
it doesn’t cost much to be kind, and it’s just re-
ally great to see how the community has rallied 
together,” she said.

For more information, go to Facebook.com/
TheHelpingHiveofPatrickCountyVA.

The Helping Hive of Patrick County VA Facebook page was 
created last week to help provide free meals to residents 
without power or the ability to cook.

Buy Your Love Local 
Market set for February 7

The Stuart Farmers’ Market 
in partnership with Bull Moun-
tain Arts and the Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce are hosting 
the “Buy your Love Local” pop-up 
event on Friday February 7, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This indoor market 
will feature Stuart Farmers Mar-
ket vendors and Bull Mountain 
Artists selling locally produced 

foods to locally made art. The per-
fect combination to support local 
and find that unique gift for your 
loved ones. 

The market will be held in Cal-
liope Circus for the Arts, 410 Pat-
rick Avenue in Downtown Stuart. 
Check out the Stuart Farmers 
Market Facebook page for attend-
ing vendor announcements.

Tourism Talks
Greetings Patrick,
Happy New Year! It’s hard to 

believe we are almost halfway 
through January, and I am de-
lighted that we got some snow. It’s 
wonderful to see the mountains, 
hills, and valleys covered. I’m ex-
cited about the friends visiting 
and the family members coming in 
from out of town!

We are looking forward to a fan-
tastic year for tourism in 2025, and 
we are currently in the planning 
stages for events, festivals, and ac-
tivities. 

I want to let you know that the 
chamber is now accepting ad reser-
vations for the 2025 Spring Edition 
of Patrick County Magazine. This 
is a great opportunity to promote 
your business and showcase what 
makes our community special. The 
magazine has been a tremendous 
success in promoting our area and 
has been distributed nationwide. 
I have personally handed out sev-
eral copies to global travelers who 
enjoyed them and took them back 
to their homes.

Here are some visitor statistics 
from our Visitor Center in 2024: 
over the 3 ½ years we’ve been col-
lecting data, 2024 recorded the 
second-highest number of visitors 
at 2,411, just below the 2,512 vis-
itors in 2023. We welcomed guests 
from 27 states and five countries. 
Our magazine made its way back 
to Australia, Canada, England, 
Germany, and Scotland. This is 

outstanding, and we hope to see 
even more visitors this year. To 
learn more about advertising, 
please contact Rebecca, director of 
the chamber, by visiting the Cham-
ber’s website; you can also find a 
link on our site.

I will share more statistics about 
our tourism efforts in the coming 
weeks. If you are a proud mem-
ber of this community and haven’t 
stopped by to see us yet, please do 
so in 2025! We are located on Main 
Street in Stuart and serve the en-
tire county. Let’s thrive together in 
2025 by greeting one another, en-
gaging in fellowship, entertaining, 
and sharing our wonderful home 
with the world. “Come get lost and 
find yourself here!”

James Houchins,
Director of Economic Develop-

ment and Tourism 
jhouchins@co.patrick.va.us 
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with EMS, and of course people turned that into 
a debacle, and we’ll just have to go back to the 
drawing board and figure that out again,” he 
said.

Andrew Overby, of the Dan River District, said 
he has seven main goals he wants to accomplish 
in 2025, including increasing transparency to 
ensure better communications between county 
administration, the board, the public, and the 
media.

“Number two is better budgeting to minimize 
last minute and mid-year budget requests and 
modifications,” with the third: “increased ac-
countability through clearly defining processes, 
duties, and procedures across administration. 
That’s to include county administration, finan-
cial, maintenance and DSS (Department of So-
cial Services),” he said.

Overby said his fourth goal is to continue the 
work to increase healthcare opportunities like 
the reopening of the local hospital, the mobile 
health unit, and local primary and urgent care 
facilities.

Providing better support to the Economic De-
velopment Authority (EDA) by clearly defining 
the board’s vision for economic development 
and aggressively pursuing any and all available 
grant opportunities to minimize taxpayer bur-
den are also a goal. 

“My last one – develop a plan for the future of 
Station 8 and paid fire and EMS services in co-
ordination with all of our volunteer agencies. We 
need to create a one team, one goal approach,” 
Overby said.

To accomplish these goals, much work will be 
required, he said.

“I’m hoping that the board itself can have 
better communications between each other. If 
we need to have more meetings in order to get 
things taken care of, I think that’s what we’re 
going to do. I know that I am going to push these 

items throughout the year and do what we can 
to ensure that we are giving the taxpayers the 
value for the dollar that they’re paying,” he said.

With the better communication goal, Overby 
said he wants the county to have a better com-
munication plan, which he doesn’t believe it 
currently has. He also wants to make sure the 
media is informed of all meetings and anything 
that’s going on in a timely manner, and that in-
formation is being posted properly on the coun-
ty’s social media pages. 

That will help “mainly make sure that the 
county administration is communicating with 
the board, and they understand exactly what 
the board’s vision is and what we want to get 
accomplished,” Overby said, adding a lot of his 
goals will be covered during the board’s upcom-
ing retreat.

Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo River District, 
said he doesn’t think the board has come up with 
its goals for the year yet, but will discuss them 
at the annual board retreat, even though “they 
don’t never seem to materialize. You get all 
these big plans and tell us all this, that, and the 
other, and then you never hear anything about it 
till the next year, and nothing changes,” he said.

From his part, Kendrick said his priority for 
the year is to have a balanced budget, without a 
tax increase.

“That’s going to be hard to do with the way 
things are going right now. There’s some other 
stuff in mind that I’d like to see, but you got to 
get a team together, I guess we’ll know more 
about it when we get everything figured out” at 
the board’s reorganizational meeting, he said.

Improving the county’s infrastructure is an-
other of Kendrick’s goals, particularly in terms 
of better phone and internet services. 

“I went to VACO (Virginia Association of 
Counties) and I sat in on a meeting,” he said. 
In Floyd County, “with their fiber or broadband 

and the way it’s set up, they’ve got 100 percent 
coverage,” he said, compared to Patrick County’s 
coverage of about 47 percent.

Kendrick added the percentage would not be 
that high if not for Infinity and Spectrum’s cov-
erage in the Ararat area.

Internet coverage and phone service are “re-
ally important. We need to get broadband and 
better cellphone coverage or whatever because 
if you can get your internet, you can get your 
Wi-Fi” and make calls with a cellphone, he said. 
“But the way we are now, things are terrible.”

With broadband projects between Appala-
chian Power (AEP), Charter Communications, 
and Riverstreet Networks in Franklin, Henry, 
Pittsylvania, and Patrick counties underway, 
Kendrick said he’s only seen AEP updating some 
of its lines in the Stella area.

A recent wintry mix that caused widespread 
power outages “really showed how bad the infra-
structure that we’ve got with them” is, Kendrick 
said. Still, the AEP part of” the broadband proj-
ects — “what they’ve got the grant on, it’s sup-
posed to run on the power poles, too. We aren’t 
getting anywhere.”

Kendrick said the county relies on those ser-
vice upgrades for many facets of everyday life, 
including economic development. Patrick Coun-
ty won’t be able to add jobs until it has good 
broadband infrastructure in place, he said.

“A lot of people could actually work from home 
and make good money, but you got to have good 
broadband or internet to be able to do it,” he said.

Kendrick also believes the county will need 
help from Richmond and local representatives 
like Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, to accomplish 
these goals.

Steve Marshall, of the Blue Ridge District, and 
Jonathan Wood, of the Peters Creek District, did 
not respond to multiple attempts for comments.

Advisory Committee and the Division Crisis 
Team. Walter Scott, of the Smith River District, 
will serve on the Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) Advisory and Building Committees.

Lester Harrell, of the Peters Creek District, 
will be on the Special Education (SPED) Advi-
sory, Transportation, and Park and Recreation 
committees.

In other matters, the board:
*Heard a school security update from Schools 

Superintendent Jason Wood, who said the di-
vision received notification it had $10,000 in 
carryover funds from a previous security grant, 
which will allow it to expand some of its school 
security measures. 

“The first is the mobile panic badge system 
that will allow all staff members to use a pan-
ic button system, much like an ID badge. Three 
presses will enact the school security team, and 
if it’s pressed multiple, eight times or more, of 
course if there’s an active shooter situation or 
something in which we need to go on lockdown, 
you would just continue to push it,” he said.

Wood said the system is unique in several 
ways. For instance, it knows employees’ loca-
tions and can notify 911 for them with the di-
vision’s new mapping system. It’s really coordi-

nating a lot of systems that we already have in 
place together for school security and safety,” he 
said.

The division will receive the pass-through 
metal detectors this week, Wood said, adding 
that training and the first roll-out of the metal 
detectors is expected in late January, before a 
hard-start in February. 

“Again, that additional $10,000 will allow all 
schools to get the reflective window film to limit 
visibility from outside looking into our schools. 
That has a deadline that has to be completed by 
June,” he said.

Wood said the division is also in the process of 
getting bids for other security grant cameras. It 
also has a deadline of June 30.

“I know with the cellphone discussion there’s 
a lot of concern about school safety, but we are 
maintaining that our number one priority is 
the safety of staff and students and any visitors 
coming to our schools. We have a lot of measures 
and procedures in place,” he said.

While he knows students want to be able to 
have their phones on them all the time, Wood 
said the fastest response is to use the phones in 
the classrooms or the new panic buttons because 
that system ties in directly with 911 and knows 

exact locations. 
“It’s a hard conversation to have with students, 

but they need to know” the classroom phone can 
be used to dial 911 in the event there’s an emer-
gency. Make sure you get to an adult with a pan-
ic button system, and they’ll know the location,” 
Wood said.

He also hopes these new school security plans 
will help alleviate some of the anxiety students 
and parents have as the division follows the new 
cellphone policy.

“To really let parents know, and the communi-
ty know, that we really take safety first in Pat-
rick County, we’ve got all this in place to ensure 
their safety,” he added.

*Heard an update on the Patrick County High 
School (PCHS) Fall 2024 Standards of Learning 
(SOL) scores.

*Approved adopting the Virginia School Board 
Association (VSBA) Code of Conduct.

*Adopted the Roberts Rule of Order.
*Approved the consent agenda.
*Approved the PCHS 2025-2026 program of 

studies.
*Approved the personnel report.

to healthcare opportunities.
“We were limited in Patrick County to a 30-

mile radius for a hospital to have an Emergen-
cy Room (ER) due to COPN laws. Those COPN 
laws say 30 miles from a hospital, you can have a 
stand-alone ER, but you have to be within those 
30 miles, and we missed out. This Sandbox law 
would allow that to be approved instead of hav-
ing to go by the current rules of COPN,” he said.

Williams noted the Virginia Department of 
Health (VDH) didn’t seem to have any immedi-
ate concerns about the bill, and that no one else 
has reached out to him about any complaints 
about the proposal. 

“Hopefully the initiative taken on this type 
of legislation will have some success,” Williams 
added.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martinsville, plans to in-
troduce 10 bills, with a key focus on public safe-
ty. His flagship proposal is a statewide bill to 
provide funding for volunteer fire departments 
and emergency services through a Fire Protec-
tion Fee, which is “about getting more funding 
for our volunteer fire departments and emergen-
cy services, so it would be a state-wide bill,” he 
said.

Phillips said this bill would allow individual 
localities to hold a referendum for residents to 
vote yes or no to fund public safety in a different 
way. 

“There would be a one-cent fee if you have a 
residential dwelling and a one-cent fee if you 
have a commercial building like for businesses. 
It would be up to the citizens to impose that fee 
on themselves, just like they did with the one 
percent school tax,” he said.

As a Republican, Phillips said he doesn’t like 
fees or taxes, “but I do want to make sure we’re 
safe and it’s going to be a real crisis in rural Vir-
ginia, rural communities, if we can’t figure out 
this issue with volunteer fire departments,” he 
said.

He noted the vast majority of fire departments 
in rural Virginia and in Henry and Pittsylvania 
counties are volunteer agencies.

“Volunteerism is down post-COVID” in all 
sectors. “At the same time, the cost of buying 
equipment and firetrucks and things like that 
just keeps going up, and there’s no way to have 
enough Brunswick Stews and enough black pot 
chicken dinners to be able to pay for a $2.5 mil-
lion firetruck. They were buying used trucks in 
some cases, and they’re still almost $1 million,” 
he said.

Because of this, Phillips said volunteers not 
only have to volunteer their time to run calls but 
fundraise a lot more than in the past, as well as 
write federal government grants to be able to get 
the equipment they need, and go through more 
training to achieve the qualifications to be able 
to volunteer in the first place.

“In rural areas…nine times out of ten, even if 
you’re in a car wreck or something, the first re-
sponders are usually going to be somebody from 
your local volunteer fire department. They usu-
ally show up before anybody. So, what happens 
if you don’t have enough volunteers, and they’re 
not funded well enough? I don’t know about you, 
but if I have a fire at my house or if I have a 
wreck, I want somebody to show up well-trained, 
well-qualified with good equipment,” he said.

In addition to meeting with over 30 volunteer 

department chiefs, Phillips said Virginia has 
done two studies on the issue and both conclud-
ed it’s a massive problem.

“It’s a crisis that’s probably a half-billion un-
funded problem. What I’m proposing is certain-
ly not going to fix the problem forever, but it’s 
going to be a start until we can figure out long-
term what we’re going to do to be able to get 
these folks the money they need to protect our 
communities,” Phillips said.

Another bill Phillips hopes to get passed will 
remove the sunset provision that prevents the 
Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization Com-
mission and Go Virginia from using funds on the 
same project.

“Right now, they are able to, but that bill sun-
sets every couple of years. Going forward, there’s 
no question if it’s a worthy project. You can use 
funds from both state agencies on that project.” 
It will allow them “to be able to fund more than 
one project at the same time,” he said.

Phillips also seeks to address workforce devel-
opment with a bill to ensure the Virginia Com-
munity College System (VCCS) counts students 
in workforce and FastForward training pro-
grams in its enrollment metrics.

“Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) President Dr. Greg Hodges estimated the 
college has around 1,190 students receiving that 
training on top of its full-time students,” Phillips 
said, noting that these students currently do not 
factor significantly into funding calculations.

“But that 1,190 people don’t really get count-
ed in any significant way towards their funding 
and things like that,” he said.
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Trump Nominations! 
Confirmation Process Begins
With President-elect 

Trump’s inauguration 
scheduled for January 
20, his Administra-
tion will look to hit the 
ground running and 
work to lead the coun-
try towards prosperity 
and peace.

Trump’s cabinet will 
consist of policymak-
ers, elected officials and 
thought leaders leading 
key departments, such 
as the Department of 
Defense and Depart-
ment of Energy.

Those nominated to 
lead these departments 
must first pass the 
Constitutional require-
ments of the appoint-
ments process, which 
mandate U.S. Senate 
confirmation.

Article II, Section 2, 
Clause 2 of the U.S. 
Constitution states 
that the president 
“shall nominate, and 
by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Sen-
ate, shall appoint Am-
bassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, 
Judges of the supreme 
court, and all Officers 
of the United States.”

While Trump can 
nominate whomever he 
wants for any depart-
ment, the nominees 
must be confirmed by 
a majority of U.S. Sen-
ators.

As you will recall 
from civics-government 
class, the U.S. House of 
Representatives has no 
role to play in confir-
mations of presidential 
appointments.

That said, Trump’s 
nominees are making 
the rounds on Capitol 
Hill before their confir-
mation hearings, which 
are slated to begin as 
soon as January 14 for 
some nominees.

January 14 is ex-
pected to be the date 
when Secretary of De-
fense-nominee Pete 
Hegseth appears before 
the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee.

I had the pleasure of 
meeting Hegseth last 
year at an event in 
Blacksburg sponsored 
by former Delegate 
Nick Rush.

Hegseth, a former 
U.S. Army lieutenant 
and combat infantry 
officer in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan, would be 
tasked with leading 
the Pentagon and the 
1.3 million active-duty 
men and women in uni-
form.

Trump considers 
Hegseth a “tough, 
smart and a true believ-
er in America First” to 
help “make America’s 
military great again.”

In a world where bur-
geoning conflicts, such 
as in the Middle East, 
Ukraine and the South 
China Sea, threaten the 
security of our troops 
and our foreign policy 
objectives, Hegseth will 
fill an important job.

Further, U.S. foreign 
policy must navigate 
and prevent such con-
flicts from spiraling out 
of control, which is why 
Senator Marco Rubio 
(R-FL) is an excellent 
choice for Secretary of 
State, and my friend 
Congresswoman Elise 
Stefanik (R-NY) will 
do great as United Na-
tions Ambassador.

Rubio is an experi-
enced lawmaker who 
understands the threat 
that the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP), 
Iran, etc. pose to Amer-
ican interests.

Rubio was Vice 
Chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Select Committee 
on Intelligence and sat 
on the Senate Commit-
tee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

In his role, improving 
our relationship with 
Israel will be critical.

Rep. Stefanik has 
been a great ally of the 
Jewish State. Stefanik 
showed profound lead-
ership in denouncing 
antisemitism on col-
leges campuses in the 
US.

Stefanik also traveled 
to Israel and delivered 
an address to members 
of the Knesset, the Is-
raeli parliament.

Among other attri-
butes, her leadership 

will showcase Amer-
ica’s commitment to 
support our friend and 
ally Israel as it battles 
terrorism and fights 
the growing instability 
that consumes the Mid-
dle East.

Other Trump cabinet 
nominees I served with 
in Congress include:

* Rep. Sean Duffy 
(nominated to be Secre-
tary of Transportation)

* Rep. John Ratcliffe 
(nominated to lead the 
Central Intelligence 
Agency)

* Rep. Tulsi Gabbard 
(nominated to lead De-
partment of National 
Intelligence)

* Rep. Doug Collins 
(nominated to lead De-
partment of Veterans’ 
Affairs)

* Rep. Lee Zeldin 
(nominated to be Ad-
ministrator for Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency)

I am excited by the 
prospects of these tal-
ented and seasoned of-
ficials.

For the 119th Con-
gress, I will chair the 
Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Envi-
ronment. We will look 
closely at the actions 
of the EPA and eval-
uate how we can help 
Zeldin in reducing the 
agency’s overreaching 
authority and burden-
some regulations.

Chris Wright, 
Trump’s nominee to be 
the Secretary of Ener-
gy, will be another key 
figure that our Energy 
and Commerce Com-
mittee looks forward to 
working with.

Lowering energy 
costs and increasing 
domestic energy pro-
duction top our to-do 
list as we work to make 
America energy inde-
pendent.

Trump’s pick to lead 
the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services is Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. Kennedy’s 
belief in “Make Ameri-
ca Healthy Again” will 
direct attention to the 
obesity and chronic ill-
ness issues in the coun-
try.

I look forward to 
making constructive 
suggestions to Ken-
nedy on how the U.S. 
can reform the Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) in order to 
“make America healthy 
again.”

While I don’t have a 
vote in the confirma-
tion process as a Mem-
ber of the House, my 
hope is that the Senate 
can confirm these nom-
inees swiftly so we can 
immediately get start-
ed on “making America 
great again.”

Call the Abingdon of-
fice at (276) 525-1405, 
the Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, 
or email by visiting 
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov with ques-
tions or comments.

VIEWPOINTS
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If you enjoyed the recent 
columns by Ben Williams and 

Holly Kozelsky, they are 
available weekly in the Henry 

County Enterprise
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DAR Marian Anderson 
Legacy Scholarship Accepting 
Applications, Apply by Jan. 31

Undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents studying music can apply for 
the DAR Marian Anderson Legacy 
Scholarship through January 31, 
2025. Sponsored by the National 
Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), the scholarship 
provides a one-time $5,000 award 
to one student annually who is pur-
suing undergraduate or graduate 
study in music.  

Marian Anderson (1897-1993) 
was a groundbreaking African 
American contralto and an inspira-
tion for civil rights. “This scholar-
ship pays tribute to Marian Ander-
son’s life, and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution seeks to hon-
or her legacy through today’s aspir-
ing musicians. Her legacy lives on 
in others who aim for excellence in 
musical studies, are committed to 
their communities, and willing to 
stand up for what is right,” said Pa-
mela Wright, DAR President Gen-
eral.

Applicants should be accepted or 
currently enrolled in an accredited 
university or college in the United 
States and have a concentration 
in music in their course of study. 
Music performance, composition, 
theory, or education are all areas 
that students may be specialized 
in to qualify for the scholarship. 
They should have a minimum grade 
point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 4.0 

scale or the equivalent GPA on the 
scale used by the institution. 

Applications require references 
sent through the application sys-
tem, so students need to request 
their references ahead of the Jan. 
31st application deadline.

In honor of Ms. Anderson’s com-
mitment to the community through-
out her life and her willingness to 
share her incredible talent with 
the world, applicants are asked to 
write a personal statement describ-
ing their humanitarian or volun-
teer contributions on behalf of their 
community and/or country.  

To recognize the city Marian An-
derson called home, preference will 
be given to students from the Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania metropolitan 
area, even if they are not pursuing 
music studies in the Philadelphia 
area.

This scholarship is not automat-
ically renewed. However, recipi-
ents may reapply for consideration 
each year for up to four consecutive 
years. 

The scholarship is supported by 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution’s Marian Anderson Leg-
acy Fund. Learn more about the 
relationship between Marian An-
derson and the DAR, and the orga-
nization’s on-going efforts to honor 
her memory at www.dar.org/Mari-
anAnderson.

Marian Anderson performing in Constitution Hall, 1943.

Congressional staff 
schedule local visits 

Ninth District U.S. Rep. Morgan Grif-
fith’s staff will be available at locally on 
January 22:

• Henry County: 10 – 11:30 a.m., 
Henry County Administration Building, 
Summerlin Room - Board of Supervisors 
Meeting Chambers, 3300 Kings Moun-
tain Road, Martinsville.

• Patrick County: 12:30 – 2 p.m., Pat-
rick County Administration Building, 
Conference Room, 106 Rucker Street, 
Stuart. 

In the event of inclement weather 
(heavy snow, sleet, icy rain, etc.), trav-
eling office hours may be rescheduled to 
avoid putting constituents at risk. If a 
county or city’s schools are closed, then 
its office hours will be closed as well. 

Call the Christiansburg Office at (540) 
381-5671 or the Abingdon Office at (276) 
525-1405 with any questions or to sched-
ule an appointment time in the event of 
closure.
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
The Ingrams of Patrick County
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
Last week, we concluded a series on the Yeatts 

and Reynolds family with a look at Sally Bar-
nard who married John G. Ingram. This week, 
we will look at Mr. Ingram and other members 
of the Ingram family. John G. Ingram was born 
on the 18th of October 1827 to Rowland Ingram 
and Nancy Corn. Rowland was the son of John 
Ingram and Elizabeth Chiles who were original-
ly from Botetourt County. Nancy was the daugh-
ter of Samuel Corn and Elizabeth Smith, origi-
nally from Albemarle County, Virginia. Samuel 
Corn and his brothers, Jesse, George, and John 
settled on the banks of Goblintown and Syca-
more creeks.

Rowland Ingram (often spelled Ingrum in old 
records) married Miss Nancy Corn on the 19th of 
July 1809; their first child, Samuel Corn Ingram 
was born in June of 1816. Samuel married Miss 
Sarah “Sallie” Clark in December 1835. Sarah 
was the daughter of John Moorman Clark and 
Elizabeth Wright. Samuel and Sallie had eight 
children with the youngest being a year old 
when tragedy struck, Samuel was murdered on 
his way home from a horse race. 

Rowland and Nancy’s second child, Ruth was 
born in 1818. Ruth married Emmanuel Ewell 
Clifton in 1836, and the couple went on to have 
at least twelve children. Elizabeth was Rowland 
and Nancy’s third child, born in 1820. Elizabeth 
married Michael Andrew Rorrer in 1841; they 
would go on to have at least eleven children be-
fore Elizabeth died at the age of forty-two. Ac-
cording to the Patrick County death register, 
Elizabeth passed away on the 11th of January 
1862 from heart dropsy. 

James Andrew Ingram was Rowland and Nan-
cy’s fourth child, born in 1821. James married 
Miss Martha Jane Smart in February of 1847. 
I was unable to determine who all of James and 
Martha’s children were except for their daugh-
ter, Alaminta Ann who married William Henry 
Trent and son, William Green Conner Ingram 
who married Martha Frances Wood. 

Rowland and Nancy’s fifth child, Rozina was 
born in 1822. Rozina married John Slaughter in 
1840, and they had at least five children. Rich-
ard Lee Ingram was born in 1825 to Rowland 
and Nancy. Richard married Miss Ida Agee in 
1856, and the couple had at least four children 
before Ida’s passing at the age of forty-two. Rich-
ard married again, this time to Lucy Pendleton 
and the couple had two children. 

John G. Ingram, who we mentioned at the 
beginning, was the next child born to Rowland 
and Nancy, followed by Susan in 1831. Susan 
married James Preston Handy in 1854; he was 
wounded in battle at the Charles City Cross-
roads in June 1862. James was taken to a Con-
federate hospital where he died a few weeks 
later. Susan passed away in 1870, leaving their 
four daughters- ages nine to fourteen-orphans. 

Martha Jane Ingram, the youngest child of 

Rowland and Nancy, was born in 1832. Martha 
married Clayborn Hurd in 1868; the couple had 
at least six children. 

The first Ingram to show up in records for 
what would become Patrick County (Lunenburg 
County in 1747) was John Ingram who along 
with Thomas Jarrell, Thomas Foster, and a Sim-
mons man, applied for 3,200 acres along the Dan 
River. 

In 1812, another John Ingram applied for 
a permit to operate a mill on the south fork of 
the Mayo River. Around the time of the Revolu-
tionary War, brothers John and James Ingram 
settled on the lower Smith River. James Ingram 
died in 1816. His daughter Elizabeth married 
William Via, another early settler. Four of the 
first founding members of Union Primitive Bap-
tist Church in 1815 were Ingrams, James; Alex-
ander; Martha; and Elizabeth.  

According to the History of Patrick Coun-
ty, Virginia, a Ross family tradition holds that 
James Ingram operated a ferry over the Smith 
River on the Patrick-Franklin border. A young 
Daniel Ross, who had recently bought a farm in 
Patrick County, was walking back to his home 
in Franklin County and went to Ingram’s house 
to have someone ferry him across the river. No 
one was at home except a teenaged daughter, 
Nancy, who agreed to ferry him across the river. 
Ross liked her looks and asked permission to call 
on her. They married and left many descendants 
as one of the earliest families in the county. 

About ten years ago, award winning actress 
Angela Bassett appeared on the PBS show Find-
ing Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.. 
Angela’s great grandfather was William Hen-
ry Bassett from Henry County. According to 
his death certificate, dated October 6th, 1918, 
he was seventy-two years old at the time of his 
death and had served as a minister. 

In the Henry County Circuit Court Clerk’s Of-
fice, a marriage license was found for William 
Henry where he married a woman named Mar-
tha Price on October 29th, 1885. William Henry 
listed his parents as G. and J. Ingram. In 1870, 
five years after emancipation, Angela’s great-
great grandparents, George and Jinny Ingram 
made their home in Franklin County, Virginia. 
The 1870 census record stated: George Ingram, 
67 years old, male, black, farm laborer and Jin-
ny, 55 years old, female, black, housekeeping 
along with two of their younger children, Sally 
and Fleming. 

In 1870, another Ingram lived next door 
George and Jinny: Ingram, Elizabeth, 87 years 
old, white. Elizabeth Ingram would be the key 
to unlocking Angela’s ancestry; Elizabeth was 
the daughter-in- law of the man who owned both 
George and Jinny. A will filed in 1816 in the Pat-
rick County Clerk’s Office would establish the 
connection between the two families. The follow-
ing is a direct quote of an excerpt from the will: 
“I, James Ingram, give and bequeath to my son, 
Alexander Ingram, one Negro named George. I 

give unto my daughter, Sarah Ingram, one Ne-
gro girl named Jinny.” At the time this will was 
filed, Angela’s great-grandfather George would 
have been about thirteen years old, and her 
great-grandmother and George’s future wife, 
Jinny, would have been about a year old. 

Moving forward thirty-three years, James In-
gram’s son Alexander’s will was filed on April 
2nd, 1849, in Franklin County, Virginia. The 
following is a painful excerpt from the will, “I, 
Alexander Ingram, Sr., give my beloved wife, 
Elizabeth Ingram, all my estate, real and per-
sonal, consisting of my land and Negroes, name-
ly George, Bob, Stephen, Sophia, Amanda, Hen-
ry, Moses, Matilda, and Rhoda, together with all 
of my household and kitchen furniture.” 

In this 1849 document, Jinny’s name wasn’t 
listed-she had been bequeathed to Alexander’s 
sister Sarah-but it included father and son, An-
gela’s great-great grandfather George and her 
great-grandfather, Henry. John Henry Bassett 
wound up with ownership of young Henry from 
the Ingrams and at the time of emancipation, 
young Henry took the surname Bassett. It would 
be over forty years later when John Henry Bas-
sett’s sons would begin their lumber and furni-
ture business. 

Patrick County’s success is built on the con-
tributions of all our ancestors. Their hard work, 
values, and experiences have shaped the foun-
dation of what we have today, and it’s through 
honoring this shared history that we can contin-
ue to grow and thrive together.”

Thank you to Andy Doss for helping confirm 
facts and records. Woody may be reached at 
rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com or (276) 692-9626. 

Melinda Ingram, daughter of James Ingram and Betsy Hall.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Cit-
izens

Ask Rusty – About Investing Social Secu-
rity Money in the Stock Market

Dear Rusty: For most folks collecting Social 
Security, you get back what you put in within 
3-5 years, so for those that scream - “SS is not an 
entitlement, it is my money”- that is not entire-
ly accurate beyond 3-5 years. For me personally 
4.4 years is the number. But had I been able to 
invest that money over the 43 years I worked at 
a modest 6% interest, I expect the amount would 
have been a lot more. And of course, the stock 
market averaged 9.5% over that time. Perhaps 
Social Security should invest in the stock mar-
ket instead of U.S. Government treasury bonds. 
Signed: Interested Observer 

Dear Observer: You bring up a point we fre-
quently hear – that if, instead of paying into 
Social Security, I had invested the same money 
in the stock market I would have gotten more. 
That, of course, might be the case if you had the 
unwavering discipline to religiously invest the 
equivalent amount in the market, avoiding the 
temptation to use that investment for any other 
reason. And life is full of good reasons – financial 

emergencies, for example, or the simple temp-
tation to buy something desperately needed, or 
just occasionally skipping a month to pay bills. 
Also, the stock market is notoriously volatile, 
which can create substantial angst for investors 
who are faint of heart. The fact is that Social 
Security provides guaranteed financial growth 
from the age of eligibility (normally 62), up to 
age 70 when the maximum benefit is attained. 
Benefits claimed at one’s full retirement age are 
about 24% - 32% more than if taken at age 62 
(depending on full retirement age), and bene-
fits taken at age 70 are about 75% more than 
benefits taken at age 62. And that is guaranteed 
growth for those with the patience to wait longer 
to claim.  

You may recall that the idea of investing So-
cial Security reserves in the stock market has 
been floated a few times in previous years, but 
accompanying risks made Congress essentially 
unwilling to even entertain the idea. It has al-
ways been a political “hot potato” and those who 
suggest it are usually castigated for wanting 
to “give SS money to Wall Street,” so I expect 
it is unlikely to happen. Guess we’ll need to be 
satisfied with the interest on those Special Is-
sue Government Bonds (which, by the way, re-
turned about $67 billion to the Social Security 

Trust Fund in 2023). FYI, average interest rate 
for new deposits to the Trust Fund in 2023 was 
4.1%, and the overall effective rate of return on 
all Trust Fund assets was 2.4%. 

Social Security has some issues and will face 
some financial difficulty in less than a decade 
unless Congress enacts program reform soon. 
But it is a program which most seniors rely on 
for a major part of their retirement income and 
one which keeps over 22 million Americans out 
of poverty. Here at the AMAC Foundation, we 
strongly advocate for sensible Social Security 
reform and we’re very optimistic about the pro-
gram’s future. But Congress needs to act soon to 
avoid a cut to everyone’s Social Security amount 
in about 2033. 

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

3 Reasons Why New Year’s Resolutions Don’t Work – Part 3
3. We tend to forget our “why”.
“Those who have a ‘why’ to live can bear with al-

most any ‘how’.” – Viktor Frankl (Holocaust survi-
vor) 4

Oftentimes, when a patient has their first meet-
ing with me, they’re excited and looking forward to a 
more hopeful future. They’d heard that I’m a naturo-
pathic doctor and they want to enlist my help to turn 
their life and health around. Of course, I’m always 
happy to see this.

However, after putting in a few months of effort, 
most patients’ enthusiasm dwindles down and they 
slip back into their unhealthy ways. At such points, I 
would ask them: “Remind me again why you wanted 
to do this.” Usually, their response is, “I don’t know…
to lose weight?”

While they may be telling the truth, the deeper 
truth most likely has nothing to do with the weight. 

From my experience, people actually have much 
more depth than they know and it’s my job to remind 
them of that. So, when we come to that point, I refer 
to something we’d talked about before. “When you 
first came to see me, you said you wanted to be able 
to chase your grandkids around. Isn’t that your main 
reason?” When I remind patients of their “why”, they 
become inspired again to commit to their resolutions.

The truth of the matter is, we don’t want to lose 
weight or regain health “just because”. No, those 
things are just what are required to get what we re-
ally want.

Deep down, what people truly want is to be able to 
play football like they did in high school.

We want to feel the wind in our hair again without 
knee pain while riding a bicycle.

Or, like my patient, we want to chase around two 
precious grandchildren and give them a big kiss.

We want those sweet, intangible things that give 
so much meaning and beauty to our lives.

Viktor Frankl was a Jewish psychologist and Ho-
locaust survivor. Throughout the Holocaust, he no-
ticed that:

*Those who held onto a meaning,
*Those who went on with a purpose,
*Those who remembered their “why”…
These were the people who endured a little bit lon-

ger and, in some cases, were able to survive.
If remembering our “why” can help us in times of 

extreme suffering and sadness, I can say with cer-
tainty that it can also help us keep our resolutions. 
In fact, it’s crucial to our survival.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Rolando 
Fulgencio, ND. Used by permission from www.life-
andhealth.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring – Resources 
for Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)
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PCHS Sports Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports 
Schedule for the week of January 20-25:

1/21	 7pm Girls Basketball vs James River
	 7pm Boys Basketball at James River

1/22	 6pm Wrestling vs Cave Spring, Dan 	
	 River & Floyd County
1/24	 7pm Girls Basketball vs Glenvar
1/25	 TBA Indoor Track Meet at Roanoke 	
	 College

Sports Briefs

Darrel Charles Lemke, Jr.
Darrel Charles Lem-

ke, Jr., age 77, of Stuart, 
VA passed away on Jan-
uary 9, 2025. Darrel was 
born in Menominee, WI 
on December 16, 1947, to 
the late Darrel Charles 
and Sarah Quilling Lem-
ke. He is survived by 
his loving wife, Phyllis, 
stepdaughter Renee (Bri-
an) Penix and grandson 
Maxwell of Franklin, TN; 
sister, Maxine Payne of 
Acton, MA; niece Kel-
ly Smith of Colorado 
Springs, CO; and nephew 
Andy (Zsuzsanna) Payne 
of Las Vegas, NV.

Darrel graduated from 
the University of Wis-
consin-La Cross. He was 
stationed in Germany 
while serving in the US 
Army. He came to Patrick 
County, having admired 
its beauty, to become 
the first Director of Rec-
reation for the county. 
In 2016 he retired from 
Mehler Engineered Prod-
ucts in Martinsville, VA 
where he was the Produc-
tion Scheduler, dedicated 
to the company and its 
employees. Prior employ-
ment included Bengle 

Manufacturing, Ashmore 
Sportwear, and Sara Lee 
Knit Products.

Darrel married Phyl-
lis in 1998 and became 
a beloved member of her 
family.

Darrel appreciated 
the grandeur of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and 
the foothills of Patrick 
County, spending mem-
orable hours hiking the 
area with friends. He and 
Phyllis also traveled with 
close friends creating 
lasting memories in plac-
es throughout the United 
States as well as Ireland 
and Iceland.

He cherished time in 
his tomato garden and 

was a trout fishing en-
thusiast seeking solace 
and peace while fishing at 
Rock Castle Gorge.

Darrel was respected 
and loved by many; his 
presence will be missed 
but remembered and 
treasured.

A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, 2025, at 2:00 PM 
at Stuart Presbyterian 
Church with Pastor Dan-
ny Redman officiating. 
A visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service. 
A reception in the church 
social hall will follow the 
service.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions can be made to The 
Caring Hearts Free Clin-
ic, 835 Woodland Drive, 
Suite 101, Stuart, Virgin-
ia 24171 or the Patrick 
County Food Bank, P.O. 
Box 1304, Stuart, Virgin-
ia 24171.

Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart has been en-
trusted with the ar-
rangements and online 
donations may be made 
by visiting www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

Woodrow Franklin Plaster
Woodrow Frank-

lin Plaster, 80, passed 
away peacefully sur-
rounded by family at 
Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital on Saturday, 
January 4, 2025. He 
was born on August 12, 
1944, in Patrick Coun-
ty, VA, to Woodrow and 
Dessa Turner Plaster. 
In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death, by brothers 
Harold Plaster and Her-
bert Plaster, and his son 
Langdon Plaster.

Frank graduated from 
Bassett High School. 
He spent most of his 
adult life working in 
telecommunications, 
beginning his career at 
Lee Telephone Co. and 
retiring 35 years later 
from Sprint. After re-
tirement, he proudly 
became the proprietor of 
the farm once owned by 
his grandfather Turn-
er. He worked tireless-
ly raising beef cattle 
and took great pride in 
maintaining the farm’s 
appearance.

Frank was also a well-
known local musician. 

For many years, he and 
his band, including his 
wife, Violet, and his son, 
Kevin, played for danc-
es in the area. Though 
somewhat shy by na-
ture, he took pleasure 
in bringing joy to oth-
ers through his music. 
Frank and Violet also 
frequently performed 
special music at their 
church, Mount Beth-
el United Methodist, 
where they had been 
devoted members for 
many years.

Frank is survived 
by his loving wife of 59 
years and caregiver, Vi-
olet Hubbard Plaster; 
his son, Kevin Franklin 
Plaster; daughter-in-

law, Courtney Carter 
Plaster; and his beloved 
granddaughters, Eve 
Plaster and Zoe Plaster. 
He is also survived by 
his sisters, Betty Rakes 
and Rita Griffin; broth-
er-in-law, Frank Griffin; 
and sister-in-law, Mary 
Ann Plaster.

A funeral service will 
be held on Friday, Jan-
uary 10, 2025, at 2:00 
p.m. at Bassett Funer-
al Service Chapel, with 
Pastor Clyde Deloach 
officiating. The family 
will receive friends one 
hour prior to the service. 
Burial will follow at the 
Foster Family Ceme-
tery, located at 1218 
Egg Farm Road, Patrick 
Springs, VA.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to 
Mount Bethel United 
Methodist Church, 63 
Mount Bethel Church 
Circle, Martinsville, VA 
24112.

Online condolences 
may be shared by visit-
ing www.bassettfuner-
alservice.com. Bassett 
Funeral Service is serv-
ing the Plaster family.

Alvin Samuel Radford
Alvin Samuel Rad-

ford, 86, of Ararat, VA, 
passed away at Sovah 
Health in Martinsville 
on January 8, 2025, af-
ter a lengthy struggle 
with diabetes. He was 
born on March 11, 1938, 
in Patrick Co. VA, son of 
the late Hardin Otis and 
Lorene Ola Epperson 
Radford. In addition to 
his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by a son, 
Dwight James and three 
brothers: Arnold, Arliss 
(Jeff) and Wendell.

Alvin graduated from 
Blue Ridge High School 
where he was active in 
sports and FFA. He was 
a hard-working Dairy 
farmer, and he cut Tim-
ber as well as raised To-
bacco. He followed this 
by becoming a long-haul 
trucker with R.L. Shel-
ton Trucking, Inc. for 
many years.

He never met a 
stranger and enjoyed 
listening to stories told 
by others and was quite 
a story-teller himself. 
He was humorous with 
descriptions and voice 
imitations, he could 
bring an event to life. 
He was up-to-date on all 
the happenings at his 
father’s store at Cross-
roads where he grew 
up and he treasured 
his neighbors there. He 

took pleasure in follow-
ing NASCAR racing and 
watching a good base-
ball game, was an avid 
reader and read The 
Winston Salem Journal 
and The Enterprise reg-
ularly. In his younger 
days, playing the fiddle 
brought him joy and he 
especially liked blue-
grass of all kinds. Alvin 
was also a History Buff 
and a humble follower of 
Jesus Christ as he left 
a legacy of followers be-
hind him.

Alvin is survived by 
his wife of 64 years, his 
high school sweetheart, 
Frances Hill Radford, 
who accompanied him on 
several of his long-haul 
trips. Also surviving are 
their two children, son, 
Greg Radford and his 
wife Kim, and Daughter, 
Cindy Hoffman and her 
husband, Tim. 12 grand-

children: Brandon, Jus-
tin, Jessica Harriman, 
Aaron, Forest, Caleb, 
Josh, Seth, Zechariah, 
Nathanial, Gabriella 
and Micah. Four Great 
Grandchildren: Brody, 
Collin, Beau and Olive.

Alvin took real de-
light in their frequent 
visits and the many 
family gatherings held 
throughout the years. 
He was a proud Papa. 
Other survivors include 
brother, Dale (his wife 
Wanda), Wendell’s wife, 
Ann, cousins, nieces, 
nephews, numerous in- 
laws and several extend-
ed family members.

A memorial service 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Jan 14, 2025, at 1:00 pm 
at Unity Church, Ara-
rat, VA, with ministers 
Buford Jessup, Mark 
Collins and Cory Shel-
ton officiating. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
from 1:00 pm, special 
music from 2:15 until 
3:00 then a short service 
with refreshments in the 
fellowship hall to follow. 
Burial will be private. 
In Lieu of flowers do-
nations may be sent to 
Frances H Radford 4332 
Unity Church rd., Ara-
rat VA24053 to be used 
for memorial stone com-
memorating Alvin’s life.

By Ashlee Mullis
Lady Cougars Defeat Radford
The Lady Cougar Varsity Basket-

ball Team got a big 57-40 win over 
Radford on Wednesday, January 8.  
Lilly Hazelwood led the Cougars 
with 20 points, 15 rebounds, 1 as-
sist, and 3 steals.  Journey Moore 
had 16 points, 3 rebounds, 5 assists, 
4 deflections, and 6 steals. Kendra 
Worley had 9 points, 7 rebounds, 
3 deflections, 3 steals, and 1 block. 
Kimora Wimbush had 5 points, 8 
rebounds, 1 assist, 1 deflection, 5 
steals, and 3 blocks. 

JV Girls Lose Close One
The JV Lady Cougars fought a 

hard battle on Wednesday, January 

8, losing to Radford 37-40. 
Martina Hubbard led the Lady 

Cougars with 17 points, 6 steals, 
and 1 rebound. Kenzie Sanchez had 
8 points, 6 steals, 4 rebounds, and 
2 blocks. Shianne Townsend had 5 
points, 1 rebound and 1 steal. Mere-
dith Wood had 3 points, 5 rebounds, 
2 assists, and 2 steals. Jenna Woods 
had 2 points and 4 rebounds. Bella 
Mashburn had 5 rebounds. Tiffany 
Eckrote had 2 blocks, Bella Wright 
had 2 steals, and Alexa Rivero had 
2 rebounds. 

“My ladies never give up,” said 
Coach Grace Helms. “I am so proud 
of them for working and fighting 
until the buzzer.”

VT receives federal funding
The U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE) has awarded a $7,500,000 
grant to Virginia Tech (VT). The 
funding will support Virginia 
Tech in leading a consortium of 
academic institutions, research 
laboratories, federal and state 
natural resource offices, and 
consultancies to evaluate criti-
cal minerals for potential future 
extraction in the Appalachian 
Mountain region. 

Ninth District U.S. Rep. Mor-
gan Griffith, R-Salem, said, “The 
Appalachian region has immense 
potential as a site for critical min-
eral extraction. This $7.5 million 

grant helps Virginia Tech develop 
a consortium, made up of key re-
search players and institutions, to 
explore critical mineral extraction 
in areas like Southwest Virginia.”

Griffith was supportive of this 
project prior to the grant being 
awarded.

Virginia Tech is home to a De-
partment of Mining and Minerals 
Engineering. Supported by expert 
faculty, the Department trains its 
graduates to help lead the world 
in the extraction and production 
of critical minerals and energy re-
sources to fuel future technologi-
cal innovations.

Hodges is DRBA’s new Director 
of Environmental Education

The Dan River Basin Associa-
tion (DRBA) has appointed Kris-
ta Hodges as the new Director of 
Environmental Education. Hodges 
served as the Education Outreach 
Manager for DRBA for the last 
nine years. Before that, she was 
the Education Outreach Coordina-
tor for four years. 

“We are thrilled to name Krista 
Hodges as DRBA’s first Director of 
Environmental Education. Krista 
has a deep understanding of envi-
ronmental education and unpar-
alleled determination and proven 
success in providing education 
programs to thousands of youth 
in the Dan River basin. Combine 
all of that with her dedication to 
the natural world and her commit-
ment to our organization’s mission 
and she is the perfect choice for 
this new position,” said Tiffany 
Haworth, executive director of the 
Dan River Basin Association.

DRBA’s menu of environmental 
education programs and requests 
to provide them to schools have 
grown exponentially since Hodges 
started in 2011. The menu started 
with the award-winning Trout in 
the Classroom (TIC) in 2008 start-
ed by Dr. David Jones of Jones & 
DeShon Orthodontics. The TIC 
program now includes nearly a 
dozen other offerings including 
Green Schoolyards, Monarch Way-
stations, Streamside Trees in the 
Classroom, Forest School, Epic 
River Experiences, and many oth-
er classroom presentations and 
programs because of Hodges ener-
gy and hard work.

“I am incredibly honored to serve 
as the Director of Environmental 
Education, and to lead DRBA’s ed-
ucation programs into the future, 
“said Hodges. “The Dan River Ba-
sin has so many amazing water-
shed-based learning experiences 
to offer teachers, that compliment 
what the teachers are doing in the 
classroom, and I look forward to 
making them available to all youth 
in the basin.”

A project that was especially 
meaningful to Hodges was the de-
velopment of the DRBA Volunteer 
Environmental Educators pro-
gram in 2023. Through this proj-
ect and the help of DRBA’s educa-
tion staff, DRBA has expanded the 
reach of education programs, and 

plans to further those efforts to the 
far corners of the Dan River basin, 
that were not previously reached 
consistently. Because of Hodges, 
today DRBA has two dozen dedi-
cated and knowledgeable trained 
volunteers that will provide the 
vehicle to help make that goal hap-
pen.

Hodges has a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental studies with a fo-
cus in Ecology and a minor in En-
glish/Literature from Averett Uni-
versity. She also has a certificate 
in Non-Profit Management from 
Duke University and a certificate 
in Natural Resources Leadership 
from Virginia Tech and University 
of Virginia. Hodges was awarded 
the RISE Award from the VA Asso-
ciation of Science Teachers in 2024 
and the Thomas Jefferson Medal 
for Outstanding Contributions to 
Natural Science Education Award 
in 2022 from the Virginia Museum 
of Natural History.

The mission of the Dan River Ba-
sin Association is to promote and 
protect the natural and cultural 
resources of the Dan River Basin 
through education, recreation, and 
stewardship. DRBA works to ful-
fill that mission by building river 
accesses and trails, educating peo-
ple of all ages about protecting our 
natural resources, and protecting 
our water resources through water 
quality monitoring, cleanups and 
master planning. The Dan River 
basin is 3,300 square miles includ-
ing sixteen counties throughout 
Virginia and North Carolina.

Krista Hodges standing alongside the Dan 
River in Danville. (Photo by DRBA)
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Adams, Bryant elected to fill top slots

The Henry County Board of Su-
pervisors selected its chairman and 
vice-chairman for the upcoming 
year during its 2025 Organizational 
Meeting on Jan. 6. 

Jim Adams, of the Blackberry 
District, was chosen to serve as 
chairman and Joe Bryant, of the 
Collinsville District, was elected as 
vice-chairman. 

“I am grateful for the continued 
trust and support of my fellow su-
pervisors,” said Adams, who was 
selected to lead the board for the 
twelfth time during his 23-year ten-
ure. 

“This board has always worked 
together with a shared commit-
ment to the betterment of our com-
munity,” Adams said. “Together, we 
have faced challenges and celebrat-
ed successes, and I look forward to 

another year of collaboration and 
progress. Thank you for your con-
fidence in me, and I am excited to 
continue working alongside such a 
dedicated group of individuals.” 

Bryant will serve his fourth term 
as vice-chairman after he was se-
lected for the position following his 
2021 re-election bid. 

“I am truly honored to accept the 
nomination as vice-chairman,” Bry-
ant said. “Over the years, I’ve wit-
nessed our county grow and evolve 
in ways that fill me with pride, and 
it’s been a privilege to serve in a 
leadership capacity during such an 
exciting time. The progress we’ve 
made is a testament to the hard 
work and dedication of everyone on 
this board. I look forward to con-
tinuing our efforts in the coming 
year.” 

Jim Adams Joe Bryant

Supervisor, businessman charged with assault
A warrant was served on Joe 

Bryant on December 30 alleging 
assault and battery, according to 
Bryant and Henry County Sheriff 
Wayne Davis.

The warrant “was citizen gener-
ated” was not in connection with 
his office, Davis said. 

The sheriff said the com-
plainant, in this case Cecil Handy, 
a former employee, did not call or 
visit the sheriff’s office when the 
alleged incident occurred on Fri-
day, December 20, to file a report. 

On Saturday, “December 21, he 
drove himself” or had someone 
else drive him to the Magistrate’s 
Office, and sought the warrant, 
Davis said. 

The document then made its 
way through the court system, 
and the sheriff’s office received 
and served it on December 30, he 
said, and added the warrant was 
permitted.

Davis explained that a magis-
trate makes the decision to permit 

or not permit the document when 
it is initially filed. Essentially, a 
permitted warrant means those 
served promise to appear, and is 
not taken to the Henry County 
Adult Detention Center (HCADC) 
to be booked or have a mugshot 
taken. 

The process differs for non-per-
mitted warrants, in which the 
person is placed under arrest, 
booked into the HCADC, and has 
a mugshot taken. 

“We serve dozens of permitted 
warrants every week,” Davis said, 
and underscored the fact that the 
magistrate makes that determi-
nation.  

Bryant, of Bryant Radio Supply, 
Inc., said he has retained an at-
torney and declined to comment. 

The Collinsville District rep-
resentative on the Henry Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, Bryant 
was reelected to serve as its vice 
chairman on January 6.

High-Energy Community Meeting Packed With 
Updates, Community Matters

Reed Creek Supervisor Pam 
Cobler led a fast-paced, informa-
tion-packed community meeting 
Tuesday at the Dyer’s Store Fire 
Department. A capacity crowd 
showed up to hear county up-
dates from five county officials 
and had their questions an-
swered, all within an hour.

The meeting was opened by 
Dyer’s Store VFD Chief Randy 
Smith and Assistant Chief John 
Chitwood.

Deputy County Administrator 
J.R. Powell said that citizen in-
put on the Comprehensive Plan 
which the county is working on 
is important. The plan would 
outline “where we want Hen-
ry County to be 20 years from 
now and what does it take to get 
there from where we are today.” 
Topics it addresses include land 
use, land development, commu-
nity amenities, transportation 
and the economy.

An online survey was conduct-
ed for a couple of months, “but 
there are still many ways to be 
involved,” such as to read about 
the plan through handouts and 
on the website, make comments 
and read drafts of the plan, he 
said. 

Powell described the county’s 
budget. The 2024 budget was 
$216 million, he said, with the 
majority – 62.2% -- going to ed-

ucation. Sixteen percent goes to 
public safety.

“If there’s a (funding) need, we 
address it. That doesn’t mean 
we always get what we want … 
but there’s a plan,” he said.

The county has secured an 
agreement with the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
to extend the Patriot Centre’s 
main roadway “to give us access 
to another 200 acres of land to 
continue economic development” 
there, Powell said.

Meanwhile, the $28 million 
improvements at Common-
wealth Crossing “already has 
some really good prospects,” he 
said. It’s “just a matter of time 
and there’s going to be a really 
good industry coming to that lo-
cality in the Ridgeway area.”

The county’s 5-page Legisla-
tive Agenda, which is posted to 
the county’s website, outlines 
the county’s aims for this ses-
sion of the General Assembly. 
They include increased funding 
for industrial recruitment incen-
tives; transportation funding to 
improve the U.S. 220 corridor 
coming from Greensboro, N.C.; 
funding for School Resource Of-
ficers; improvements in the new 
Mayo State Park; housing; and 
public safety funding to support 
local fire departments and EMS 
squads.

Pam Cobler, Scott Grindstaff, Tiffany Hairston, Matt Tatum and JR Powell were among 
those to address concerns and field questions at a recent Reed Creek District Community 
Meeting. (Photo by Mary Quirk)

County Fair wins ten state awards

The Henry County Fair won a 
record 10 media awards at the Vir-
ginia Association of Fairs Annual 
Conference that was held in Wil-
liamsburg, Va., on January 2-5. 
The awards were in recognition 
of excellence in production, pro-
motions and operations of county 
fairs and festivals throughout the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.

“Winning 10 media awards at 
the Virginia Association of Fairs 
Annual Conference is a testament 
to the hard work and dedication 
of everyone involved in the Henry 
County Fair,” said Roger Adams, 
Director of Parks and Recreation. 
“This recognition highlights our 
commitment to excellence in put-
ting on an event that brings our 
community together. We are in-
credibly proud of this achieve-

ment and look forward to continu-
ing to set the standard for county 
fairs across Virginia.” 

The awards won by the Henry 
County Fair include: 

•	 1st Place for Fair Poster 
•	 1st Place and Best of Show 

for TV Commercial (FOX 8) 
•	 3rd Place for Fair Shirt
•	 1st Place for Fair Logo 
•	 3rd Place for Radio Com-

mercial (Spirit FM) 
•	 1st Place and Best of Show 

for Fair Website 
•	 Creativity Award for our 

division 
•	 Overall Creativity Award 

for all fairs
The fair entered the contest for 

the past two years, but not for its 
first year. Each year, it received a 
total of four awards. 

The Henry County Fair won ten media awards at the Virginia Association of Fairs Annual 
Conference.
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Thomas Franklin Bishop
Thomas Franklin 

Bishop, Beloved Hus-
band, Father, Grand-
father, Sunday School 
teacher, and Commu-
nity Leader, 1943-2025

It is with profound 
sadness and heartfelt 
gratitude that we an-
nounce the passing of 
Thomas (Tom) Bish-
op, a highly esteemed 
member of the Patrick 
County community, on 
January 9, 2025 at the 
age of 81, Tom lived a 
full and impactful life, 
leaving behind a lega-
cy of service, kindness, 
and unwavering ded-
ication to his family, 
friends, and neighbors.

Born on February 
25,1943 in Caretta, 
West Virginia, Tom 
was a pillar of strength 
and inspiration to 
those who had the priv-
ilege of knowing him.  
After completion of his 
college education at 
WV State College and 
West Virginia Uni-
versity Tom began his 
career in Charleston, 
WV at Union Carbide.  
Tom mainly worked 
at Union Carbide’s 
Tech Center in South 
Charleston but also 
traveled extensively 
in his various roles of 
project management 
and team leadership in 
accounting for this in-
ternational corporation 
for 30 years (from June, 
1966 - June, 1997). 
When Tom retired, he 
and his wife, Connie 
moved to Patrick Coun-
ty, VA to find land to 
build their dream home 
in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway.  
Tom worked as Gener-
al Manager for Brintle 
Enterprises Inc. in Mt 
Airy, NC from June, 
2000-April, 2005. Fol-
lowing this, for the 
next 7 years semi-re-
tired, Tom was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
Patrick County Cham-
ber of Commerce from 
January, 2005-March 
31, 2013 where he 
managed two visitor 
centers, promoted local 
businesses, and pro-
moted tourism all over 
Patrick County. 

Outside of his pro-
fessional life, Tom was 
passionately involved 
in church and commu-
nity groups as a leader 
and volunteer.  In re-
cent years, Tom was a 
strong leader with the 
Jeb Stuart Birthplace 

Preservation Trust 
and fulfilled various 
Board Member roles 
for the Red Bank Ru-
ritan Club.  He most 
recently received the 
President’s Award for 
2024 from the Red 
Bank Ruritan Club. 
Tom was known for his 
hand-crafted bird hous-
es and was a weekly 
vendor and promoter of 
the Farmer’s Market of 
Stuart, Virginia. Tom 
served as the Adult 
Sunday School Class 
teacher and Men’s 
Fellowship Leader at 
Mountain View Pente-
costal Holiness church 
in Claudville, Virginia. 

Throughout his life, 
Tom lived for God and 
people.  Tom served 
on church boards, the 
Miracle Acres Housing 
Corporation, taught 
Sunday School his en-
tire adult life to his 
last Sunday present in 
church, evangelized, 
and even drove the 
church van to pick up 
children from a near-
by housing project to 
bring them to church. 
Tom is loved and re-
membered by all those 
who came to know 
him as Tom never met 
a stranger.  Tom re-
ceived numerous acco-
lades for his contribu-
tions, but his greatest 
reward was the love 
and respect of those 
he served. Whether 
through the River Run 
fundraiser, annual Civ-
il War Encampment 
and Living History 
Weekend at Jeb Stu-
art’s Birthplace, Stuart 
Farmer’s Market pro-
moter, men’s mentor 
at church, and loyal 
friend to many, Tom 
exemplified the values 
of integrity, compas-
sion, and selflessness.

A devoted husband, 
father, and grandfa-
ther Tom cherished his 
family above all else. 
If you knew Tom - you 
knew his beloved wife, 

daughters, sons in law, 
and grandsons. He is 
survived by his wife of 
58 years, Connie Wy-
lie Bishop of the home, 
daughters: Lisa and 
husband Chuck Allen 
of Stuart, VA, Lena and 
husband Tony West of 
Coats, NC, grandchil-
dren: Luke West and 
his fiancé Kylee Cow-
art and John West all 
three college students 
at Liberty University, 
and Matthew Allen 
college student of Em-
manuel University, 
and Tom’s oldest broth-
er, Herman and wife 
Carmen Bishop of Al-
buquerque, New Mexi-
co and many additional 
loving relatives.  He 
was preceded in death 
by parents Barzy and 
Essie Bishop, longtime 
residents of Claudville, 
Va and his brother 
Vernon Bishop of Lake 
Toxaway, NC.

A celebration of 
Tom’s extraordinary 
life will be held on 
Saturday, January 
18, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Mountain View 
Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 497 Hatchers 
Chapel Road, Claud-
ville, Virginia. Family 
and friends are invited 
to attend and honor the 
legacy of a man who 
touched so many lives. 
Family Visitation op-
portunities will be both 
5:00-7:00 pm on Fri-
day, January 17, 2025 
and 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, January 
18, 2025 just prior to 
the service.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests dona-
tions to Mountain View 
Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, the Red Bank 
Ruritan Club, and 
the Jeb Stuart Birth-
place Preservation 
Trust, Inc. reflecting 
Tom’s passion for God 
and people by improv-
ing communities and 
building a better Amer-
ica through fellowship, 
goodwill and commu-
nity service. Thomas 
Franklin Bishop will be 
deeply missed but for-
ever remembered. His 
light continues to shine 
in the hearts of all who 
were fortunate enough 
to know him

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices in Stuart is serv-
ing the Bishop family

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
norrisfuneralhome.com.

Miles Sylvester Harris
Mr. Miles Sylvester 

Harris, age 86, of Stu-
art, VA passed away 
on January 10, 2025, 
at The Landmark Cen-
ter in Stuart.  He was 
born on April 20, 1938, 
to the late Elder Oscar 
Allen Harris and Linda 
Belle Surratt Harris. 
In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by his brother, 
James Dale Harris.

Miles began his 
working career with 
VDOT in Salem, VA in 
the Drafting Room in 
1959.  He then enlisted 
in the Army and served 
in Turkey and Germa-
ny until his discharge 
in August 1965 as SP5. 
Later, he worked in 
construction from 1964 
to 1977, and owned 
Patrick Home Center 
from 1978 to 1987. He 
was self-employed in 
construction and was 
a licensed electrician 
and plumber until re-
tirement. Miles served 

as a Deacon at New 
River Primitive Bap-
tist Church until the 
church was dissolved. 
He was a member of 
Jacks Creek Primitive 
Baptist Church.

Mr. Harris is sur-
vived by his loving wife 
of 57 years, Shelby 
Jean Conner Harris; 
his children, Wanda 
Carr (Jerry), Sandra 
Belcher (Robert), Mi-
chael Belcher (Tere-
sa), Bobby Harris, and 
Eddie Harris (Alison), 
six grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; 

brothers, Leon Har-
ris (Beverly) and Ma-
vin Harris (Crystal); 
a sister, Linda Hatch-
er (Bert); and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services for 
Mr. Harris will be held 
on Thursday, Janu-
ary 16, 2025 at 1:00 
P.M. at Slate Moun-
tain Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church with 
Elder David Kamoda 
and Elder Dan Puckett 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in the church 
cemetery with full mil-
itary rites.  The fami-
ly will receive friends 
two hours prior to the 
service at the church. 
In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to Jacks 
Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church, c/o Lloyd 
Harbour, 130 Winding 
Stair Road, Stuart, VA  
24171. Online condo-
lences may be sent by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com. 

Douglas Holt
Douglas Holt passed 

away at his home in 
Stuart Virginia on Sat-
urday January 4th at 
82 years of age. Funer-
al services will be held 
at 1pm, Friday Janu-
ary 10th at Moody Fu-
neral Home in Stuart. 
Douglas is survived by 
his wife Judith Holt, 
sister Julia Head, 
daughter Sally Baker 
(Jacob), son Richard 
Holt (Sabine) and three 
grandchildren, Phil-
ip, Alyssa and Fiona. 
Douglas is preceded 
in death by his father 
John Hardman Holt, 
mother Mary Whitter 
Holt and sister Anne 
Caldwell.

Douglas was born 
November 4th, 1942, 
in Bolton, United King-
dom. In 1964 Douglas 
married the love of 
his life Judith Boy-

dell, whom he would 
go on to have two chil-
dren with, Sally and 
Richard. As a young 
professional, Douglas 
began his career as 
an apprentice work-
ing for his father in a 
textile mill in Bolton. 
Having found success 
and a passion for the 
field, in 1983 Douglas 
and his family make 
the move to Roscrea 
Ireland where he be-
came a plant manager 

for a textile mill. After 
working several years 
in Ireland another op-
portunity presented it-
self. Douglas accepted 
a position as a plant 
manager in South Car-
olina, United States 
in 1987 where he re-
mained until he re-
tired.

In his free time and 
during retirement, 
Douglas enjoyed vis-
iting his children in 
Georgia and in Swit-
zerland. Douglas loved 
spending time with 
Judith, enjoying din-
ners, as well as read-
ing and gardening. 
Douglas was known for 
his friendly demeanor, 
sense of humor and 
will be greatly missed 
by all those who were 
lucky enough to know 
him.

Jim Allen Lawson
Mr. Jim Allen Law-

son, age 76 of Claud-
ville, passed away on 
January 8, 2025 at 
Forsyth Medical Cen-
ter in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina.  He 
was born in Patrick 
County on April 7, 
1948, to the late Jes-
se Allen Lawson and 
Rachel Beasley Law-
son.  In addition to his 
parents, Mr. Lawson 
was preceded in death 
by one brother, Bennie 
Lawson; and two sis-
ters, Patsy Willard and 
Evelean Gammons; his 
former wife, Laverne 
Light Lawson. Jim was 
a brick mason for many 
years. He loved to coon 
hunt, fish, and relax 
on the creek bank. He 
loved his family dear-

ly and will be greatly 
missed.

Mr. Lawson is sur-
vived by three daugh-
ters, Deborah Lynn 
Vipperman, Angela 
Dawn Vipperman, 
and Kristie Leigh 
Church (Kenny); five 
grandchildren, Ash-
ley Vipperman, Haley 
Crocker (Brent), Bran-

don Church (Leah), 
Breanna Church, and 
Tyler Vipperman; 
one great-grandson, 
Brent Junior; one 
s t e p - g r e a t - g r a n d -
daughter, Kimmie 
Walker; and several 
nieces and nephews.

The funeral service 
will be held Wednes-
day, January 15, 2025, 
at 2:00 p.m. at Moody 
Funeral Home in Stu-
art with Pastor Jimmy 
Willard officiating. The 
family will receive 
friends one hour prior 
to the service at the fu-
neral home on Wednes-
day afternoon.  Burial 
will be private. Online 
condolences may be 
sent by visiting  www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Patricia “Pat” Vipperman
June 14, 1939 - Jan-

uary 11, 2025
Patricia “Pat” Vip-

perman, beloved teach-
er, adventurer, and de-
voted mother, passed 
away on Saturday, 
January 11, 2025, in 
Roanoke, VA.

A native of Stuart, 
VA, it was there she 
met her soulmate and 
future husband, the 
late Joseph Vipper-
man, with whom she 
shared 59 years of 
marriage.

Pat earned her bi-
ology degree from the 
College of William 
and Mary, launching 
a fulfilling career as a 
seventh-grade biology 
teacher. Her classroom 
was a place of wonder 
and discovery, where 
students could always 
expect the unexpected 
– from rescued baby 
bunnies to visiting 
snakes. Her creative 
“Science lessons of the 
day” not only educated 

but inspired genera-
tions of students, mak-
ing her a perpetual 
favorite among those 
lucky enough to pass 
through her classroom.

Following their re-
tirement, Pat and Joe 
embarked on a series 
of remarkable adven-
tures, fulfilling their 
dream of visiting all 
seven continents. Pat 
found particular joy 
in her life at Smith 
Mountain Lake, where 
she was an active 
member of the GRITS 
(Girls Raised In The 
South) group, creating 

lasting friendships and 
memories.

She leaves behind 
her loving daughter, 
Jody Vipperman Saar-
maa of Boston; her son, 
Robert Vipperman of 
Hickory, NC; and her 
grandson, Mac Paine 
of Roanoke, VA.

A celebration of 
Pat’s life will be held 
at Trinity Ecumenical 
Parish in Moneta, VA 
on Saturday, January 
18, 2025, at 2 p.m.  In 
lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations in hon-
or of Pat can be made 
to Trinity Ecumeni-
cal Parish Memorial 
Fund, 40 Lakemount 
Drive, Moneta, VA 
24121. Condolences 
may be shared with 
her family by visit-
ing www.Oakeys.com.

Arrangements by 
Oakey’s Funeral Ser-
vice – South Chapel, 
Roanoke, VA (540) 
989-3131.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Hebrews 
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. In Matthew 16:23, to 
whom did Jesus say, “Get 
thee behind me, Satan”? An-
drew, Rizpah, Elijah, Peter

3. Who was stoned to death 
for preaching that Jesus was 
the Savior? Stephen, Joel, 
Asa, Malachi

4. How many men did Ne-
buchadnezzar see walking in 
the fiery furnace? 2, 4, 20, 40

5. According to Luke 2:4, 

what village was known as 
“The City of David”? Nimrod, 
Antioch, Bethlehem, Baby-
lon

6. From the Bible, who 
could be called “Mr. Pa-
tience”? Naaman, Jairus, 
Philippi, Job

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Pe-
ter, 3) Stephen, 4) Four, 5) 
Bethlehem, 6) Job

Find expanded trivia on-
line with Wilson Casey at 
www.patreon.com/triviaguy. 
FREE TRIAL! 

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

The Assessment 
By Evonne Wimbush, PhD
Fresh Harvest Christian Church 

(D.O.C.)
It is the end of 2024 and time for 

a year recap.  The purpose of the 
recap is to assess what things hap-
pened in 2024 that we either choose 
to not repeat or choose to make bet-
ter.  It is written in 2 Corinthians 
13:5a, “Examine yourselves, wheth-
er ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves.” Here we go. 

What challenges have you had?  
What heartaches and heartbreaks 
did you experience?  What disap-
pointments did you endure? How 
many “last straws” did you have?  
How was your body healed?  What 
distresses were alleviated? What 
words did you say that bruised or 
broke someone’s spirit?  What lies 
did you tell? Who did you intention-
ally hurt with your words, deeds, or 
actions? Who did you forgive?  Who 
did you offend? What works went 
undone? How were you disobedient? 
How did you trespass against your 
family, friends or enemies? How did 
you dishonor your parents? How 
did you steal or commit acts of in-
justice? How did you dishonor God? 
Did you fast? 

It is difficult to trust in someone 
whom you have never seen. It is dif-
ficult to give up your normal and try 
something different. I get it. I have 
been there, but I also know that 
God is merciful and that he wants 
only that which is good for us (Jer-
emiah 29:11).  From the beginning, 
God wanted us to live in peace, 
have hope and joy and experience 
and give love (Romans 15:13).  He 
proved this by sending His son Je-
sus.  His Son performed miracles, 
saved souls, and healed the blind, 
the lame, and the broken-spirit-
ed (John 10:24-25; Luke 8:22-56).  
Jesus comforted the downtrodden 
and the least (2 Corinthians 1:3-
4).  He paid the ultimate price for 
us on Calvary’s cross. I get it. If you 
don’t believe and you are skeptical, 
it is hard to embrace these words. 
If you have endured a pain that has 

created skepticism in your heart, 
mind, and soul, it is almost impos-
sible to forgive and move forward 
(Psalm 34:18; Psalm 147:3).  Even if 
you are a believer, there may have 
been an issue in your life that has 
driven you away from the Father, 
away from faith (Isaiah 59:1-2).  
If you have tried alcohol, overeat-
ing, drugs, sex, disconnection, and 
revenge, why not try or retry God 
(Romans 10:9-19)?  Let us continue 
with the assessment.

Psalm 90:12 (KJV), “So teach us 
to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.”  
Psalm 90:12 (NLT), “Teach us to re-
alize the brevity of life, so that we 
may grow in wisdom.” Did you pray? 
Did you read and study God’s writ-
ten Word? Did you attend in-person 
worship? Did you ask for forgive-
ness? Did you break a promise? 
Were you sluggish? Did you show 
kindness? Were you arrogant or 
prideful? Did you sow discord? Did 
you deny the Father? Did you have 
contempt in your heart?  Were you 
grateful? Did you give thanks? Did 
you say thank you? Did you show 
love? Did you exhibit patience?  Did 
you harbor unforgiveness and bit-
terness?  Were you mean and surly? 
Were you anxious? Were you doubt-
ful? Were you boastful?  Did you get 
tired and give up? Did you provoke 
your children to wrath? Were you 
hurt physically or mentally? Did 
you mistreat others? Were you mis-
treated? Are you ready to change 
your circumstances? Are you ready 
for greater in 2025? 

“He has put a new song in my 
mouth- Praise to our God; Many 
will see it and fear, And will trust 
in the Lord.” Psalm 90:3(NKJV).  
We have been given another chance 
to help change lives, particularly 
our own.  New mercies we see and 
shall see every morning (Lamenta-
tions 3:22-23).  For 365 mornings in 
2025, we will have a chance to make 
wrongs right and to make things 
and situations better.  Thank you 
for completing the assessment.

Chamber’s Membership 
Drive Underway

The Patrick County Chamber 
of Commerce has started the new 
year with the annual membership 
drive. To those businesses, organi-
zations and individuals who have 
been past members, “Thank you!” 
Without your support, the chamber 
would not have been able to achieve 
all that it did in 2024 from hosting 
the Economic Summit, Pick Up 
Patrick Campaign, continuing the 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library, 
be part of the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission’s Appalachian 
Gateway Community Initiative, as 
well as hosting its annual Lunch 
with Community Leaders, hosting 
ribbon cuttings and representing 
the county in local, regional and 
state meetings. The chamber looks 
forward to continuing this work in 
2025 with your support, help and 
membership. 

Its partnership with Patrick 
County Tourism produces a won-
derful magazine that has won 
awards and is the pride of our 
county. I hope that each business, 

organization, and individuals will 
continue to join to support our 
work promoting Patrick County. 
To those businesses or organiza-
tions who have not been members 
in the past, we invite you to join. 
We would love the opportunity to 
talk to you about all the benefits 
we can offer and how we can work 
together. The chamber’s motto is 
“Community is Our Business” and 
community has never been so vi-
tal as it is now. It is the chamber’s 
business to help the community 
with business assistance, tour-
ism-related activities and events 
such as Stuart Spooktacular and 
Hometown Christmas.

Its staff are working on the new 
Lunch and Learn programming 
schedule for 2025 as well as the 
informal coffee talks around the 
county and continuation of our 
popular events and programming. 

Check out its website for more 
information about joining at www.
patrickchamber.com or call the of-
fice at (276) 694-6012.
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&amp; round worms. At 
Southern States®.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-

ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 

https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 

discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.

com/virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen Con-

centrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 

kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 

get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 

today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 

and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-

tionwide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, busted 
or junk car with no hoops, 

haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy 

three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast 

payment. Call 1-844-268-
4773

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile,
closet & garage 

organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling 
& repairs, carpentry, 

roofing, siding, painting, 
fencing, tree work & 

more! Contact Nick @ 
276-224-4623 or 757-

621-5219.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience.,
repairs, decks, gutter
cleaning, trim work,

wooden bridge repair,
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

For Rent: 1-bedroom 
and 2-bedroom apart-

ments available. Locat-
ed near Walmart in Stu-
art. Call 540-493-9835 

for information.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 

Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Win-

dows Installed! Starting at 
$350 Call 804-739-8207 
for More Details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters! 

FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 

7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer – up 

to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install 

(for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 

1-877-614-6667

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 

off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 

materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

PETS, DOGS, CATS
If veterinary care is un-

available or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® prod-

ucts to treat
yeast infections, hook 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FOR RENT

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

LEGAL

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795
“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

Legal 3 col x 5-1/2”
0108 0115

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
485 HARDIN REYNOLDS ROAD

CRITZ, VA 24082
In execution of a certain Deed of Trust to Tanya Jones, Mitch Smith and Charles M. Aaron, P.L.C., Attorney 

at Law, Trustees, dated July 20, 2017, recorded July 20, 2017, in the Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court, Patrick 
County, Virginia, as Instrument Number 170001316, (Lafayette, Ayers & Whitlock, PLC, a Virginia profes-
sional limited liability company, having been appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument duly recorded in 
the aforesaid Clerk’s Office), default having been made in the payment of the indebtedness secured thereby, 
and being required so to do by the Noteholder, the undersigned, in accordance with the provisions of the afore-
said Deed of Trust, and after having given at least sixty (60) days prior written notice to the owner of the real 
estate of the date, time, place and terms of the sale, will offer for sale to the highest bidder at public auction the 
property described in and conveyed by said Deed of Trust being known and designated as: “ALL that certain 
tract or parcel of land, together with the improvements thereon, lying and being in the Mayo River Magisterial 
District of Patrick County, Virginia, being on the northerly side of Hardin Reynolds Road, Virginia Secondary 
Route 694, being shown as Lot 1, containing 15.838 acres, as shown on survey entitled “Subdivision of the 
Property of Darian R. Tatum at Hardin Reynolds Road in the Mayo River Magisterial District of Patrick Coun-
ty, VA”, prepared by Donald B. Abele, dated October 2, 2016, and recorded as Instrument Number 160001632, 
of the Patrick County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office” Tax Map #5211-()—100E; Account #83083 (herein “the 
Property”). The sale shall take place on January 17, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at the front steps of the building hous-
ing the Circuit Court of Patrick County, Virginia, 101 Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

TERMS OF SALE: All cash at settlement. A bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price, in cash or certi-
fied check, shall be required at time of sale from all bidders except the holder of the Note secured by the 
Deed of Trust. The balance shall be paid at settlement, to be held within twenty (20) days from the date of 
sale. The sale is subject to post sale confirmation that the borrower(s) did not file for protection under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to the sale. In such event, the sale shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s 
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. The Substitute Trustee 
reserves the right to: (i) waive the deposit requirement; (ii) approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and 
final purchaser; (iii) withdraw the Property from sale at any time prior to the termination of the bidding; 
(iv) keep the bidding open for any length of time; and (v) reject any and all bids. In the event that the pur-
chaser fails to go to settlement as required, the aforementioned deposit shall be forfeited and the Property 
shall be resold at the purchaser’s risk and expense. All closing costs, including preparation of the deed and 
the grantor’s tax, shall be borne by the successful bidder. Real estate taxes shall be prorated to the date of 
sale. Rents and other expenses of the Property, if any, shall not be prorated. The Real Property shall be 
conveyed by special warranty deed. The Property shall be sold “AS IS” without representation or warranty 
of any kind, and SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, rights-of-way, easements, and reservations, if any, 
contained in the deeds forming chain of title thereto, and all other matters of record taking priority over the 
Deed of Trust, if any. Delivery of possession of the Property will not be performed by the Substitute Trustee 
but will be the responsibility of the Purchaser. The Purchaser will be required to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale and Contract concerning the purchase of the Property, a copy of which will be available immediately 
before announcing the sale. This is a communication from a debt collector and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose. LAFAYETTE, AYERS & WHITLOCK, PLC, SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, 
10160 staples Mill Road, suite 105, Glen Allen, Virginia 23060. Telephone: (804) 545-6256. FOR INFOR-
MATION CONTACT: EDWARD S. WHITLOCK, III, ESQ., Lafayette, Ayers & Whitlock, PLC.
Telephone: (804) 545-6256 or (804) 545-6258.
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We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Meetings

Wednesday, Jan. 15
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 7 

p.m. in the town office.

Tuesday, Jan. 21
The Patrick County Department of Social 

Services (DSS) Advisory Board meeting will 
be held at 4 p.m. in the second floor confer-
ence room of the Patrick County Administra-
tion Building.

The Patrick County Planning Commission 
will have a regular business meeting at 6 
p.m. in the Community Room of the Patrick 
& Henry Community College (P&HCC) Stu-
art site.

Events

Thursday, Jan. 16
The Patrick County Republican Committee 

will meet at 6 p.m. at the Motorsports Hall of 
Fame Auditorium.

Friday, Jan. 17
The community food truck will be at Fairy-

stone VFD from 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 18
New Hope Church of the Brethren, 2007 

New Hope Road, Stuart, (Elamsville area) 
will hold a Free Community Breakfast from 
7:15-9:30 a.m. The breakfast will include 
eggs, bacon, sausage patties, apples, pan-
cakes, biscuits and gravy.

Thursday, Jan. 23
Stuart Baptist Church will hold an evening 

of food and fellowship at 5:30 p.m. in the fel-
lowship hall. The community dinner features 

baked spaghetti, salad, bread, and dessert.

Saturday, Jan. 25
New Hope Community Church, 1863 Clark 

House Farm Road, Stuart, will hold an eve-
ning of music and fellowship featuring the 
Wayside Church Singers. The event will start 
at 7 p.m. and refreshments will follow the 
music.

Ongoing

The Patrick County Patriots Turkey Shoot 
will be held Saturdays in January, and Sat-
urday, February 1 and 8 at the Smith River 
Wildlife Club. Practice rounds start at 12:30 
p.m. Shoot starts at 1 p.m. Rules are factory 
chokes only, no sleeves or re-chokes, and no 
modified gun barrels. Food will be available 
for purchase. 

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen. 

The Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of every 
month at the Alzheimer’s office at 109 Buena 
Vista Ave in Stuart. New members or volun-
teers are welcome. For more information, call 
(276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Quilted Colors. For more information, 
call 276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquil-
ters@gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial 

Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at the American Legion Post 105 
at 7 p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to 
attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 
1912 Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or 
dine in. Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 
773-6004 or email pastor@ravenrockchurch.
org.

Messianic Bible Study, Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. at The Honey Pot, 106 N. Main St., Stu-
art (across from The Coffee Break). Call (276) 
694-2356 for more information.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. 

The Willis Gap Community Center: Mem-
bers Meeting, the first Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, 
every Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. 
The music and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Gold-
en Oldies Open Jam is on the last Tuesday 
of the month. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, 
music and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confi-
dential Medicaid/FAMIS application and re-
newal assistance for Virginia residents from 
birth to 64. No sign-up fees, no premiums, 
no deductibles. Medicaid renewals have re-
sumed. Medicaid members need to keep their 
mailing address and contact information up 
to date. Connect Health + Wellness’ specially 
trained Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach Advocate 
can provide more information. Call or text 
Ann Walker, (276) 732-0509, Monday - Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Marked increase in initial unemployment claims recorded
The 2,314 unemployment insurance 

weekly initial claims were filed during 
the week ending January 04, 2025, are 
57.6 percent higher than last week’s 
1,468 claims and 16.8 percent lower than 
the comparable week of last year (2,782), 
according to Virginia Works. 

Nearly 81 percent of claimants self-re-
ported an associated industry; of those 
reported, the top five industries (58 per-
cent) were Administrative and Support 
and Waste Management (224); Construc-
tion (217); Accommodation and Food Ser-
vices (207); Manufacturing (192); and 
Professional, Scientific, and Technical 

Services (188).
Continued weeks claims (15,983) were 

1.7 percent higher than last week (15,712) 
and were 24.6 percent higher than the 
comparable week of last year (12,827). 
Nearly 92 percent of claimants self-re-
ported an associated industry; of those 
reported, the top five industries (57 per-
cent) were Professional, Scientific, and 
Technical Services (2,332); Administra-
tive and Support and Waste Management 
(2,030); Manufacturing (1,447); Health 
Care and Social Assistance (1,369); and 
Retail Trade (1,159).

A person who has already filed an ini-

tial claim and who has experienced a 
week of unemployment files a continued 
claim to claim benefits for that week of 
unemployment. On a weekly basis, con-
tinued claims reflect a good approxima-
tion of the current number of insured un-
employed workers filing for UI benefits, 
and are a good indicator of labor market 
conditions. While continued claims are 
not a leading indicator, they provide con-
firming evidence of the direction of the 
economy.
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Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

 

is now accepting applications for 
1 BR and 2 BR apartments.  

Income limits do apply.  Water 
and sewer are included in rent.

Cedar Square Apartments
210 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, VA 24171

Office number: 276-694-4922 
Fax: 276-694-3786

TTY: 711
cedarsquare@chpc2.org

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

AARP Virginia January 
Online Workshop Schedule

Virginians wanting to expand 
their horizons with lifelong learning 
opportunities, get grandparenting 
or decluttering tips, or improve their 
smartphone photography skills can 
do so without leaving home by tak-
ing advantage of AARP Virginia’s 
free online workshops throughout 
January.

All webinars are free and open 
to the public, but registration is re-
quired to receive the Zoom link to 
participate.

The schedule of January work-
shops includes:

•	 January 16 – 1 p.m.: Intro 
to Smartphone Photography - In-
terested in learning more about 
your smartphone camera? Come to 
this webinar to explore your smart-
phone’s camera and other features 
like recording a video, adding filters 
to pictures and using your camera’s 
timer! Sign up:  https://events.aarp.
org/SP0116

•	 January 21 – 3 p.m.: Lunar 
New Year – The Snake is Coming! - 
Celebrate the Lunar New Year with 
us as we welcome the Year of the 
Snake! Sign up: https://events.aarp.
org/TE0121

•	 January 23 – 1 p.m.: Intro 
to Photo Editing Tools - Blurry va-
cation photos? Random people in the 
background? Come learn about pho-
to editing tools and how they can en-
hance your photos! Sign up:  https://
events.aarp.org/SP0123

•	 January 28 – 3 p.m.: Togeth-
er We Give: The Power of Giving 
Circles - Discover the transforma-

tive power of Giving Circles! Sign 
up:  https://events.aarp.org/TE0128

•	 January 28 – 5:30 p.m.: 
Dynamic Grandparenting: Musical 
Connections - Music provides oppor-
tunities for intergenerational con-
nection, gaining skills, expanding 
learning, and fun! Sign up: https://
events.aarp.org/event/DG0128

•	 January 30 – 1 p.m.: Smart-
phone Camera Uses Beyond Pho-
tography - Join us to learn about 
additional ways you can use your 
smartphone’s camera beyond pho-
tography! Sign up:  https://events.
aarp.org/SP0130

•	 January 30 – 7 p.m.: From 
Cluttered to Clear: Downsizing 
Made Easy - Unlock the freedom of 
a clutter-free home! Keep your new 
year’s resolution and start declutter-
ing. Sign up: https://events.aarp.org/
event/DD0130

AARP Virginia offers a variety of 
lifelong learning opportunities. The 
full list is available at http://aarp.
cvent.com/VALLL. In-person and 
virtual events in your area can be 
found at https://www.aarp.org/local.

With 1 million members in Virgin-
ia, AARP is the largest organization 
working on behalf of people age 50-
plus and their families in the Com-
monwealth.  

To learn more about AARP Vir-
ginia, like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/aarpvirginia and fol-
low @AARPVa on Twitter at www.
twitter.com/aarpva. Find AARP 
events in your community at aarp.
org/nearme.

Marriage Licenses issued in November
Three marriage licenses were is-

sued in December, according to re-
cords in the Patrick County Circuit 
Court Clerk’s Office, specifically:

Dennis Powell- Carol Branham
Connor Patterson – Lillian Estep
Taylor Lancaster – Caitlyn Poole

Poll Shows Voters Favor 
Prior Authorization 

Reform, Transparency 
Nearly 9 in 10 Vir-

ginia voters say they 
want the Virginia 
General Assembly to 
approve legislation 
that would establish 
standards for prior au-
thorization decisions 
by health insurance 
companies and require 
more transparency by 
making information 
on prior authorization 
requirements and ap-
proval rates publicly 
available for custom-
ers and their doctors.

A recent statewide 
poll from Mason-Dix-
on Polling & Strategy 
shows that 88 percent 
of voters support that 
type of policy action 
by state lawmakers 
during the upcoming 
2025 legislative ses-
sion, compared to just 
8 percent who oppose 
that idea.

This is the second 
statewide poll of Vir-
ginia voters in re-
cent months showing 
strong support for gov-
ernment action to re-
form health insurance 
company prior autho-
rization decisions im-
pacting patient access 
to care. An October 
statewide poll from 
Mason-Dixon showed 
that among those who 
have experienced de-
lays or denial of need-

ed medical care due to 
restrictive insurance 
prior authorization 
policies, 76 percent 
support government 
intervention to lim-
it prior authorization 
practices.

In addition to those 
findings, the poll also 
shows Virginia vot-
ers continue to sup-
port maintaining the 
Commonwealth’s cer-
tificate of public need 
(COPN) program, 
which is a regulatory 
system that promotes 
access to care through 
the distribution of 
medical services and 
facilities:

By a more than 3-to-
1 margin (75 percent 
to 19 percent), voters 
say they favor a health 
system that regulates 
expansion of facilities 
and services to pro-
mote access to care 
and distribution of 
health care providers 
and facilities.

59 percent say the 
COPN system should 
be kept in place in Vir-
ginia, compared to just 
18 percent who want 
to eliminate it.

About one-third of 
voters (30 percent) 
have experienced a 
delay or denial of rec-
ommended care due to 
an insurance company 

prior authorization de-
cision.

And 58 percent say 
that the government 
should take action to 
limit insurance compa-
ny prior authorization 
practices, compared to 
35 percent opposed to 
such action.

The statewide sur-
vey results are based 
on a poll of 625 regis-
tered Virginia voters 
conducted Dec. 17-
20, 2024. It featured 
live landline and cell 
phone interviews with 
Virginians from all 
regions of the state 
representing the eth-
nic, gender, age, geo-
graphic, and political 
diversity of the Com-
monwealth. The poll is 
the latest in a series of 
surveys commissioned 
by the Virginia Hospi-
tal & Healthcare Asso-
ciation (VHHA) to help 
identify health care 
issues of concern to 
Virginians, better un-
derstand public senti-
ment about them, and 
to inform the Associa-
tion’s approach to pub-
lic policy engagement.

Stay cozy and safe 
during winter weather

With ice, sleet and snow sweep-
ing through Virginia, residents are 
urged to safeguard their homes and 
families while staying warm this 
season.

From fire hazards to frozen pipes, 
the season can pose significant safe-
ty and financial risks. According to 
the National Fire Protection Agen-
cy, house fires occur more during 
winter than any other season. 
Home heating equipment accounts 
for one out of every six reported 
home fires and one in every five 
home fire deaths.

Scott DeNoon, vice president of 
underwriting and policy services 
for Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Co., advises homeowners 
to take precautionary measures.

“Steps such as having your heat-
ing system and chimneys profes-
sionally inspected, making sure 
pipes are properly insulated, and 
ensuring that smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors are in 
good working order can go a long 
way toward keeping you and your 
property safe,” DeNoon said. 

If using heat-producing applianc-
es like space heaters, plug them di-
rectly into wall outlets—never pow-
er strips—and keep them at least 
3 feet away from combustible ma-
terials like drapes, furniture and 
bedding. Additionally, always be 
mindful of children and pets around 
heat-producing appliances.

Carbon monoxide poisoning is 
another serious risk during colder 
months. Known as the ‘invisible 
killer,’ the colorless, odorless and 
toxic gas can be emitted by fu-
el-burning generators, heating sys-
tems and portable heaters. Accord-
ing to a Consumer Product Safety 

Commission report, non-fire carbon 
monoxide deaths have trended up-
ward over the last decade, with over 
half occurring between November 
and February.

Protect your household by in-
stalling carbon monoxide detectors 
on each level of the home and near 
sleeping areas. Ensure detectors are 
functioning properly and have fresh 
batteries. When using gas-powered 
generators and portable heaters, 
make sure there is proper ventila-
tion and never operate one inside a 
home, basement, shed or garage.

For more information on genera-
tor and home heating safety, visit 
bit.ly/41EHCDl.

Additionally, frozen pipes are a 
common winter hazard that can cost 
homeowners thousands of dollars 
in repairs. Help prevent pipes from 
freezing by keeping the thermostat 
set in the 60s, open cabinet doors to 
allow warm air to circulate around 
pipes, and let faucets drip slightly 
during extreme cold. It’s also wise 
to insulate pipes in unheated areas, 
inspect the roof and ensure gutters 
remain clear throughout the winter 
to prevent ice dams.

For added financial protection, 
homeowners are encouraged to re-
view their insurance with an agent 
to ensure adequate coverage op-
tions and peace of mind in case of 
unexpected damage.

Lastly, winter storms can bring 
prolonged power outages. Fami-
lies should have emergency kits on 
hand with flashlights, batteries, 
blankets, non-perishable foods, wa-
ter and medications. Stay informed 
by monitoring weather reports and 
have a family communication plan 
in case of emergencies.

Youth invited to apply for 
State Fair scholarships

Youth who participated in the 2024 
State Fair of Virginia’s general and 
youth livestock show competitions are 
eligible to apply for 25 scholarships to-
taling over $30,000.

Applications are being accepted 
through Jan. 22.

Of the 25 scholarships, 15 are open to 
all youth who participated in the 2024 
livestock shows, and 10 are for anyone 
who competed in the State Fair youth 
competitions. The general awards in-
clude a $1,000 scholarship from the 
Gatewood Holland Stoneman Endow-
ment, a $1,000 Farm Credit Scholar-
ship, three $1,000 youth development 
scholarships and five $2,000 youth de-
velopment scholarship opportunities.

The 15 scholarships for 2024 live-
stock exhibitors will be offered in three 

age groups: Juniors (9-12); Intermedi-
ate (13-15); and Seniors (16 and older). 
Groups are based on exhibitors’ ages 
as of Sept. 30, 2024.

The SFVA Scholarship Program pro-
motes positive youth development by 
recognizing and rewarding leadership 
and scholarship attributes developed 
through meaningful competition.

Awarded scholarships are held for 
the recipient and sent directly to the 
recipient’s educational institution to 
support continued learning, including 
but not limited to 4-year degree pro-
grams, community colleges, trade and 
technical schools or classes, and certifi-
cation testing.

For more details and to apply, visit 
bit.ly/3Pn3yvx.

Warner, Kaine among 
sponsors of bill to 

lower healthcare costs
U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner, a member of the 

Senate Finance Committee, and Tim Kaine, a 
member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee) joined a group of Senate 
colleagues in reintroducing the Health Care Afford-
ability Act, legislation to lower health care costs for 
millions of Americans and make permanent the 
current enhanced premium tax credits (PTCs) for 
Health Insurance Marketplace coverage. 

The PTCs were created in the Affordable Care 
Act and previously enhanced under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act and the Inflation Reduction 
Act but are set to expire at the end of this year, 
increasing health insurance costs for over 20 mil-
lion Americans. The Health Care Affordability Act 
would make the enhanced PTCs permanent, ensur-
ing that these Americans don’t face sudden cost in-
creases or leave almost 3.8 million Americans each 
year without coverage at all. Without this exten-
sion, out-of-pocket premium payments across the 
Commonwealth are projected to increase as much 
as 33%, according to the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission.

“For years, the ACA premium tax credits have 
lowered health care costs and increased access to in-
surance for Virginians and their families,” said the 
Warner, D-Alexandria, and Kaine, D-Richmond. 
“And through the American Rescue Plan Act and 
the Inflation Reduction 
Act, we further lowered 
costs for American fami-
lies. But without action, 
these enhanced tax 
credits will expire. We 
are proud to introduce 
this legislation that 
will ensure more than 
20 million Americans 
don’t face unfair cost in-
creases at the end of the 
year.”
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Bestway Sandwiches Inc. Recalls Frozen 
Products Due To Possible Contamination
Bestway Sandwiches Inc., a Valencia, Ca-

lif. establishment, is recalling approximately 
24,870 pounds of frozen chicken and cheese 
taquito products that may be contaminated 
with foreign material, specifically metal, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced to-
day.

The frozen chicken and cheese taquito items 
were produced on July 3, 2024, and September 
25, 2024. The following product, shipped to se-
lect ALDI grocery stores nationwide, is subject 
to recall:

•	 20-oz. carton packages containing 
“CASA MAMITA CHICKEN & CHEESE 
TAQUITOS,” with Best By Dates 07/03/25 and 
09/25/25 on the bottom panel.    

The product bears establishment number 
“EST. P-40327” on the carton package. 

The problem was discovered after the firm 
notified FSIS that it received a consumer 
complaint reporting that a piece of metal was 
found in the frozen chicken and cheese taquito 
product. Another consumer reported to FSIS to 
have a dental injury from the product.

There have been no additional reports of in-
jury or illness due to consumption of this prod-

uct. Anyone concerned about an injury or ill-
ness should contact a healthcare provider.

The FSIS is concerned that some product 
may be in consumers’ freezers. Consumers who 
have purchased these products are urged not 
to consume them. These products should be 
thrown away or returned to the place of pur-
chase.

The FSIS routinely conducts recall effec-
tiveness checks to verify recalling firms notify 
their customers of the recall and that steps are 
taken to make certain that the product is no 
longer available to consumers. When available, 
the retail distribution list(s) will be posted on 
the FSIS website at www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls.

Consumers with questions about the recall 
can contact Bestway Foods Co. QA Department 
at (818) 361-1800 EXT.110. Those with food 
safety questions can call the toll-free USDA 
Meat and Poultry Hotline at 888-MPHotline 
(888-674-6854) or send a question via email 
to MPHotline@usda.gov. For consumers that 
need to report a problem with a meat, poultry, 
or egg product, the online Electronic Consumer 
Complaint Monitoring System can be accessed 
24 hours a day at https://foodcomplaint.fsis.
usda.gov/eCCF/.

Social Media Advertisement Scams
Over one-third of U.S. adults who have 

bought something through an ad on their 
social media feed report being defrauded, 
according to a new AARP survey. Don’t let 
scammers ad-vertise their way into your wal-
let this new year; here are three tips to stay 
ahead of social media shopping scams.

Don’t click on the ad. If the ad appears to 

be from a known retailer, type the address 
into your browser or use the retailer’s app. 
Scammers can impersonate legitimate retail-
ers, and clicking on the ad could bring you to 
a copycat site.

Read reviews and research. If the ad is from 
a retailer you’re unfamiliar with, verify the 
site’s legitimacy. Research the company and 

check for complaints 
with organizations 
like the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

Check the prod-
uct quality. Be wary 
of bait-and-switch 
scams where you re-
ceive a product inferi-
or to what was adver-
tised (or you receive 
nothing at all). If this 
happens, you can con-
tact your credit card 
company to dispute 

the charge.
Report scams to local law enforcement. For 

help from AARP, call 877-908-3360 or vis-
it the AARP Fraud Watch Network at www.
aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.

Want to become a Virginia Extension Master Gardener?

If you enjoy sharing your passion for gardening 
and want to become a volunteer educator with-
in your community, our upcoming 2025 Master 
Gardener training class is for you! Once certified, 
Extension Master Gardeners promote environ-
mentally sound horticulture practices through 
sustainable landscape management education 

throughout Patrick and surrounding counties. 
Training to become a Master Gardener consists 

of 50 hours of independent on-line study com-
bined with hands-on instructor-led workshops 
covering a broad range of horticulture topics. 
Once trained, Master Gardener certification is 
achieved after completing 50 hours of volunteer 

service. 
Training classes begin March 3.
A $30 fee, which covers the training course and 

materials, is due at registration. 
Registration closes on February 21.
For more details or to register, email pcmgba-

sictraining@gmail.com for questions.

AARP Virginia Now Accepting Grant Applications
AARP Virginia invites local eligible non-prof-

it organizations and governments across the 
country to apply for the 2025 AARP Community 
Challenge grant program, now through March 
5, 2025, at 5 p.m. Eastern. AARP Community 
Challenge grants fund quick-action projects that 
help communities become more livable by im-
proving public places, transportation, housing, 
digital connections, and more. Now in its ninth 
year, the program is part of AARP’s nationwide 
Livable Communities initiative, which supports 
the efforts of cities, towns, neighborhoods and 
rural areas to become great places to live for all 
residents, especially those age 50 and older.

“The Community Challenge is a critical part of 
how AARP Virginia works with local residents, 
advocates and policymakers to make our com-
munities better places to live for people of all 
ages, especially Virginians 50 and older,” said 
AARP Virginia State Director Jim Dau.

This year, the AARP Community Challenge 
is accepting applications across three different 
grant opportunities. All projects must be consis-
tent with AARP’s mission to serve the needs of 
people 50 and older along with other eligibility 
criteria.

Capacity-building microgrants are paired 

with additional resources, such as one-on-one 
coaching from national nonprofit organizations, 
webinars, cohort learning opportunities and 
more for improving walkability, bikeability; im-
plementing safe, accessible home modifications; 
and disaster preparedness training.

Demonstration grants fund projects that en-
courage replication of exemplary local efforts. 
This year’s focus is on improving pedestrian 
safety with funding support from Toyota Motor 
North America; expanding high-speed internet 
access and adoption with funding support from 
Microsoft; reconnecting communities divided 
by infrastructure; and implementing housing 
choice design competitions.

Flagship grants support projects that improve 
public places; transportation; housing; digital 
connections; and community resilience.

“AARP is committed to creating communi-
ties where people of all ages and abilities can 
thrive,” said Nancy LeaMond, AARP Executive 
Vice President and Chief Advocacy & Engage-
ment Officer. “The Community Challenge helps 
cities, towns and counties get things started 
with small improvements that can kick-start 
meaningful changes that improve people’s lives 
and strengthens the places they call home.”

Since 2017, AARP has invested $20.1 million 
toward 1,700 projects – including 36 in Virginia 
– nonprofit organizations, and government enti-
ties across all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands through 
the Community Challenge. The program aims 
to provide support to all community types, in-
cluding rural, suburban and urban communities 
with a special focus on the needs of those 50 and 
older.

AARP Virginia works in collaboration with 
communities across the state, bringing people 
together, and providing resources and expertise 
to help make Virginia’s counties, towns and cit-
ies great places to live for people of all ages.

The Community Challenge is open to eligible 
501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(6) nonprofit orga-
nizations and government entities. Other types 
of organizations are considered on a case-by-case 
basis. Grants can range from several hundred 
dollars for small, short-term activities to tens of 
thousands for larger projects.

The application deadline is 5 p.m. Eastern, 
March 5, 2025. All projects must be completed 
by December 15, 2025. To submit an application 
and view past grantees, visit www.AARP.org/
CommunityChallenge.
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Starting Jan 1st thru Jan 31st 2025Starting Jan 1st thru Jan 31st 2025

20% OFF on stock wood and poly  

outdoor lawn furniture

2934 Jeb Stuart Highway  |  Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

276-952-2800

Frontier Farm

and 
Home Center, LLC

Frontier Farm

and 
Home Center, LLC

GetvourGED 
with Patrick countv Adult Education 
Become a Lifelong Learner Today! 

BENEFITS: 
Higher Wages 

Valuable Workplace Skills 
Advancement to Further Education and Training 

Sense of Personal Accomplishment 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE? 
• ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING

APPOINTMENTS 
• ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS

• NIGHT CLASSES ON MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 5:00-7:00

LOCATED AT 557 MAYO COURT BESIDE 
STUART ELEMENTARY 

� 
VIRGINIA 

CAREER WORKS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT: 

MARTHA CHANEY, TEACHER 
(276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993

MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US 

Service Project For The Landmark 

By Kaydence Harman 
Patrick County High School
Daryl Lynn Combs led a ser-

vice project on December 15. 
This project was open to those 
in Sr. Beta who were seeking 
service hours. The Beta mem-
bers created unique cards for 
each member of The Landmark 
Center. 

Combs was accompanied by 

Isobel Clay, Kaydence Har-
man, Sasha Campos, Kendall 
Williams, Rylee Soliday, Cal-
lie Montgomery, Ginny Na-
tions, and Marybeth Williams. 
Around 60 cards were made 
that day; we thank all the 
helpers for the time and effort 
put into the cards, hoping that 
each card was appreciated. 

The Landmark Center, in 

Stuart, Virgina, cares and aids 
those who need assistance 
in Activities of Daily Living 
(ADL’s). The cards are given 
to members to spread kindness 
and joy in the holiday times. In 
hopes of brightening their days, 
and providing them with a gift 
that shows they are thought of. 

Senior Beta members have 
begun selling Pura Vida Brace-

lets. Members who are interest-
ed in the National Convention 
have been advised to partici-
pate, the funds will go towards 
the cost of the convention. 
Funds can also go to another 
member or a general fund in 
the future. Bracelets are sold 
at eight dollars. Bracelets were 
sold until January 15.

SCC Sciences Division to Host 
Meadow Creek Dairy Jan. 30

As part of a series of science 
seminars, the Sciences Division 
of Surry Community College is 
hosting a seminar with Meadow 
Creek Dairy, on Thursday, Jan. 
30.

Meadow Creek Dairy is a sea-
sonal grass dairy located in 
Galax, Va., that specializes in 
farmstead cheese. In their pre-
sentation titled, “Meadow Creek 
Dairy: Cheesemaking and Farm 
Management at a Local Farm-
stead Grazing Dairy,” represen-
tatives will speak on the process 

of cheesemaking and the related 
management of the pastures and 
herd.

The presentation will be held 
on the Dobson Campus in room 
A-121 from 11 a.m. to noon. 
There is no fee to attend, and the 
presentation is open to SCC stu-
dents and the public.

If you have any questions or 
would like more information, 
please contact Jeff Jones, SCC 
Sciences Division Chair, at 
jonesjr@surry.edu or (336) 386-
3391.  

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET


