
Town council declines 
to rejoin VRS

By Taylor Boyd
The Stuart Town Council direct-

ed Town Manager Bryce Simmons 
to inform the Virginia Retirement 
System (VRS) that it does not ac-
cept the offered Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) at its meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 19.

The MOU states that to bring the 
town’s plan to a 100 percent funded 
status, including ongoing required 
contributions for current employ-
ees, additional payments totaling 
$638,000 as of Jan. 1, 2025, would 
be required.

Over a three-year period, the 
cost would amount to $20,000 per 
month.

Because of this expense, Sim-
mons said he does not believe the 
town can afford to rejoin VRS.

“That’s so steep,” Council Mem-
ber Erica Wade said.

The town first enrolled in VRS 
during the 1970s. However, in the 
1980s, the then Town Council at-
tempted to withdraw from the sys-
tem but was unable to do so. As a 
result, the town has not actively 
participated in VRS since the 1980s.

Town Attorney Chris Corbett 
asked if that means town employ-
ees will never be part of VRS.

Simmons replied that he is un-
sure, adding that with the town’s 
ongoing projects, he anticipates 
having to tighten the reins on 
spending.

“I don’t foresee where the govern-
ment is going to be handing out $1.5 
million checks to every county and 
town. I just don’t see it, and I can’t 
in good conscience put the town at 
financial risk like that. I just don’t 
feel good about it, and that’s at my 
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Commission approves 
solar policy amendment

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Planning 

Commission approved an amend-
ment to the comprehensive plan’s 
policies on solar facilities at its 
meeting on Tuesday, March 18.

According to the amendment, the 
Patrick County Board of Supervi-
sors finds that the current solar pol-
icies in the county’s comprehensive 
plan do not align with its position 
that utility-scale solar is an incom-
patible land use.

The amendment states that while 
Patrick County does not currently 
have any utility-scale solar facili-
ties subject to Virginia Code § 15.2-
2232, recent interest and proposed 
projects have prompted county offi-
cials to reconsider the appropriate-

ness of this land use.
“Utility-scale solar facilities can 

have a significant impact on the 
landscape, wetlands, soil, views-
heds, and other natural and cul-
tural resources located within the 
county and are generally incompat-
ible with the rural character and 
land uses traditionally found with-
in the county. Further, such facili-
ties do not directly contribute to the 
local economy or provide jobs for the 
community over the long term,” the 
amendment states.

Based on these impacts, land use 
incompatibility, and negligible ben-
efits, the amendment states that 
utility-scale solar facilities are not 
considered an appropriate land 

The Planning Commission approved an amendment to the comprehensive plan’s policies 
on solar facilities at its meeting on Tuesday, March 18.

Former students 
raise funds for 

Patrick Central’s 
historical marker
By Taylor Boyd
Former students 

of Patrick Central 
School, a segregated 
institution that served 
African American chil-
dren in Patrick Coun-
ty, are raising funds to 
create a Virginia De-
partment of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) histor-
ical highway marker 
honoring the school.

Patrick Central 
School operated from 
1952 until 1966, when 
desegregation took 
place. During its 14 
years, about 600 stu-
dents attended the 
school. Fourteen teach-
ers and three princi-
pals also worked there.

Mary Sawyers, who 
is leading the fundrais-
ing effort, said she felt 
called to pursue the 
marker.

“Immediately it 
seemed everything 
just started falling into 
place,” she said.

At its March 10 
meeting, the Patrick 
County Board of Su-
pervisors approved 
supporting the appli-
cation for a VDOT his-
torical marker. Several 
former students spoke 
about the impact Pat-
rick Central School 
had on them and their 
support for the mark-
er.

Sawyers said the 
marker will cost 
$3,000, and the appli-

cation to VDOT is due 
by May 1.

While VDOT will 
have the final say on 
the text, the proposed 
inscription states:

“Patrick Central 
School opened in 1952 
to provide public edu-
cation for all African 
American students in 
Patrick County, first 
grade to twelfth grade. 
Prior to 1952, educa-
tion for African Amer-
ican children ended 
at seventh grade and 
was provided in one- 
or two-room buildings 

or churches through-
out Patrick County. 
The opening of Patrick 
Central brought to-
gether approximately 
600 students, teachers, 
and administrative 
staff determined to 
make the new experi-
ence unforgettable for 
the students. For the 
first time in the educa-
tion of African Ameri-
can students in Patrick 
County, students could 
participate in orga-
nized sports and oth-

Mary Sawyers was among those asking the county to 
support a resolution for a VDOT historical marker to be 
installed at Patrick Central School.

The Stuart Town Council directed Town Manager Bryce Simmons to inform the Virginia 
Retirement System (VRS) that it does not accept the offered Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) at its meeting on Wednesday, March 19.

Griffith: Government spending 
worse than expected

By Taylor Boyd
Ninth District Rep. 

Morgan Griffith, R-Sa-
lem, discussed govern-
ment efficiency, the De-
partment of Education 
(DOE), Social Security, 
and other issues at a 
recent Patrick County 
Republican Committee 
meeting.

G o v e r n m e n t 
Spending and Effi-
ciency

Griffith said waste-
ful spending and un-
accounted funds are 
worse than previously 
thought.

Griffith said he re-
cently spoke to some-
one who expressed 
concern about the De-
partment of Defense 
being unable to com-
plete an audit.

“I’m perfectly fine 
accepting an audit 
that says, ‘This stuff 
is black ops, and you 
can’t see it.’ It’s fine, 
I don’t need to know 
everything, but you 
ought to be able to say 
the money’s here, the 
money’s here, the mon-
ey’s here. Right now, 
we don’t know where 
our money’s going,” 
Griffith said.

Discussing the Unit-
ed States Agency for 
International Develop-
ment (USAID), Griffith 

said some funding is 
sometimes misdirect-
ed to places taxpayers 
would never approve 
of while others support 
projects that actually 
help — which he be-
lieves would win ap-
proval from taxpayers.

As one example of 
the latter, Griffith re-
called that three years 
ago, he visited a Ken-
yan refugee camp, 
where USAID had cre-

ated a nutrient-rich 
peanut butter-like food 
for malnourished chil-
dren.

“If they got a kid 
there who was on the 
verge of starvation be-
fore the organs start-
ed to shut down, they 
could suck on this tube 
and get this peanut 
butter stuff out. They 
could turn that kid’s 
situation around in 

Ninth District Rep. Morgan Griffith, R-Salem, discussed 
government efficiency, the Department of Education, and 
Social Security (Contributed by Lynne Bogle).

NICW Mardi Gras Brawl 
3 set for Saturday

By Taylor Boyd
The third annual National Inde-

pendent Championship Wrestling 
(NICW) Mardi Gras Brawl will take 
place on Saturday, March 29, at the 
Stuart Rotary Building. Doors open 
at 6 p.m., with the first match be-
ginning at 7 p.m.

Scott Rutter, of Rutter’s Martial 
Arts, said the event is held each 
year in memory of Kenny Pack, who 
wrestled for years as “The Machine” 
Ken Steel on the independent cir-
cuit.

“He was an assistant football 
coach at Patrick County High 
School (PCHS), so we always do 
this as a memorial show for him, 
an annual event every year for his 
memory,” he said.

Rutter said NICW prides itself on 
keeping the shows family-friend-
ly—something Pack valued when 

he started with the organization.
Proceeds from the event will 

benefit the PCHS girls’ basketball 
team.

“Every time we do a show, we try 
to give back to one of the athletic 
departments, the band, or whatev-
er is in need at PCHS. This time, 
we’re doing it for the girls’ basket-
ball team,” he said.

The show will feature seven 
matches, including a battle royal 
open to any wrestler who wants to 
participate.

“We may have 15 to 20, some-
thing like that. Whoever wins the 
battle royal will get an opportunity 
to challenge for a championship of 
their choosing within the organiza-
tion,” Rutter said.

Scheduled matches include:
NICW Mid-Atlantic Heavyweight 

� (See Commission p. 2)

� (See NICW p. 2)
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Championship: Lar-
ry Cooter vs. Robert 
Stanley vs. Bobby 
Yela

Daniel Craig vs. 
Anthony Cooley

Chase Bennett vs. 
Kadillac Jackson

Other wrestlers 
scheduled to appear 
include Kasper O’Ne-
al, Ace Englund, 
Scorpion Jr., Daniel 
Ocean, and The Black 
Scorpion.

The main event will 
be a title-on-a-pole 
match for the vacant 
NICW World Tag 
Team Championship, 
featuring USA Tony 
Ray and “The Drag-
on” Scott Lee vs. “The 
Axis of Evil” Viktor 
Kraus and Ivan Ro-
manov.

“So, the titles will 
go up on a pole, and 
whoever can climb 
and get the belts will 
be the new champi-
ons because the titles 
are vacant—there’s 
not a champion right 
now,” Rutter said.

During the event, 

referee Ric Petty, bet-
ter known locally as 
Joel Cockram, will 
be inducted into the 
NICW Hall of Fame.

“He’s very well-
known, mainly out 
of Floyd. He refereed 
on our independent 
circuit for over 25 
years, so he’s very 
well-known in wres-
tling. He passed away 
about a month or so 
ago, and we’re recog-
nizing him. His fam-
ily will be there, and 
we’ll be inducting 
him into our Hall of 
Fame,” Rutter said.

Rutter expects at-
tendance to reach 200 
to 250 people, though 

he hopes for a sellout.
Tickets are $12 in 

advance, $15 at the 
door for adults: $10 
in advance, $12 at 
the door for children 
under 12. Children 
under 5 are admitted 
for free.

Advance tickets are 
available at Stage-
coach on Main and 
Little Caesars.

The event is spon-
sored by Rutter’s 
Martial Arts, Lawless 
Welding, and Impres-
sive Prints & Designs.

For more informa-
tion, visit Facebook.
com/Nat iona l Inde-
pendentChampion-
shipWrestling.

NICW
(cont. from page 1)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

dhall@theenterprise.net

Commission
(cont. from page 1)

This colorful girl 
was found on Poor 
House Creek Road 
In Stuart. Neutered 
male Pit approximate-
ly 2 years old, such a 
sweetie! They are both 
so deserving of a lov-
ing home. 

Free spay/neuter 
and rabies vaccina-
tions. Call the Patrick 
County Public Animal 
Shelter at (276) 694-
6259, visit the shel-
ter or their Facebook 
page, to find informa-
tion about these and 
other available pets 
in need of a forever 

home. Adoption fees 
are $10 and include 
spay/neuter and ra-
bies vaccination. 

The Blue Ridge An-
imal Welfare League 
provides pet food as-
sistance and informa-
tion about low-cost 
spay/neuter services; 
contact blueridgeawl@
gmail.com. We are 
also asking for live 
trap donations (have-
a-heart type), even if 
they need some minor 
repairs.

Pets of the Week

use in the county and 
“should therefore be 
prohibited, with the 
location, character, 
and extent of pro-
posed facilities being 
deemed not substan-
tially in accord with 
this comprehensive 
plan.”

This policy does 
not apply to solar fa-
cilities other than 
utility-scale projects, 
such as accessory 
solar installations 
associated with agri-
cultural, residential, 
commercial, or in-
dustrial uses, where 
generated electricity 
is primarily used on-
site or net-metered to 
offset on-site electric-
ity consumption.

Commission mem-
ber Michael Tatum 
expressed concerns 
that the amendment 
does not address two 
previously approved 
utility-scale solar 
projects.

The Board of Super-
visors approved a so-
lar siting agreement 
with Fairystone Solar 
LLC, a subsidiary of 
Energix Renewables, 
in March 2024. The 
project, planned for 
Commerce Street in 
Stuart, was canceled 
in August 2024 due 
to interconnection is-
sues but could be re-
vived in the future.

Another proposal 
for a solar farm in 
Woolwine by Moscato 
LLC, also a subsidi-
ary of Energix, was 
approved by the Plan-
ning Commission in 
February 2024 but 
has not yet been con-
sidered by the Board 
of Supervisors.

“We got to deal with 
those, and it’s not 
dealt with in this res-
olution,” Tatum said.

Michael Zehner, di-
rector of planning and 
community develop-
ment programs for 
Berkley Group LLC, 
said the amendment 
cannot be applied ret-
roactively.

“They’ve already 
gone through your 
process, they’ve re-
ceived the approvals. 
It’s a conversation 
for the county attor-
ney—I believe you 
couldn’t retroactively 
apply a policy or pro-
cedure or regulations 
that’s already been 
through a process,” 
he said.

Attending via 
Zoom, Zehner said 
the comprehensive 
plan amendment al-
lows the commission 
to review—and pre-
sumably reject—fu-
ture applications.

“But with these 
folks that are grand-
fathered in, it’s a con-
tradiction. We contra-
dict our own policy by 
grandfathering these 
guys in,” Tatum said.

Zehner responded 
that this situation is 
common.

Tatum warned that 
legal challenges could 
arise on both sides.

“No, sir. I don’t be-
lieve so because you 
can always amend 
your policy and amend 
your regulations, and 
there’s projects that 

have vested permits 
and approvals before 
you do that. As long 
as you’re not proceed-
ing to take away their 
rights to what they 
have, then I don’t see 
what the liability is,” 
Zehner said.

If the projects were 
lawfully approved 
with no expiration 
date on their approv-
als, Zehner said they 
could proceed regard-
less of changes to the 
comprehensive plan.

While the commis-
sion cannot alter the 
two previously ap-
proved projects, com-
mission member Ed 
Pool suggested that 
the Board of Supervi-
sors or the county ad-
ministrator notify the 
solar company that it 
has a 30- or 60-day 
deadline to inform 
the county whether 
it intends to proceed 
with the project. If 
the company fails to 
respond or declines to 
continue, the county 
could cancel the proj-
ect.

“That can end up in 
a smidge of a legal ar-
gument, but so be it. 
Because what you’re 
(Tatum) wanting to 
do is what I want to 
do—shut the door on 
those things,” Pool 
said, adding that a 
formal written notice 
of withdrawal is nec-
essary.

Tatum asked 
whether the Board of 
Supervisors has the 
authority to reach 
out and demand a re-
sponse from the solar 
company.

Zehner recommend-
ed consulting the 
county attorney for 
legal guidance on how 
to proceed.

The amendment 
now moves to the Pat-
rick County Board of 
Supervisors for ap-
proval.

The Planning Com-
mission also dis-
cussed a proposed 
utility-scale solar 
facility ordinance, 
which would establish 
procedures for eval-
uating solar projects 
as public use facili-
ties. The ordinance 
would guide the Plan-
ning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors 
in assessing applica-
tions when applica-
ble.

When reviewing 
the draft ordinance, 
Pool noted the ab-
sence of provisions 
on penalties, finan-
cial requirements, 
long-term liabilities, 
bonding, or insurance 
for utility-scale solar 
companies.

“Why is that?” he 
asked Zehner.

Since the county 
does not have zoning 
regulations, Zehner 
said certain require-
ments cannot be 
mandated in the ordi-
nance.

“This document, 
this ordinance, can-
not necessarily be a 
regulatory document, 
so my expectation 
and recommendation 
would be that all of 
those items would 
be expected and re-

quired of any siting 
agreement negotia-
tion,” he said.

Zehner explained 
that since the com-
prehensive plan al-
ready states that no 
project would be ac-
ceptable, there is an 
assumption that no 
application would 
reach the negotiation 
stage. However, if 
a project were to be 
approved—or if the 
Board of Supervisors 
overturned a com-
mission denial—then 
those financial and 
regulatory concerns 
could be addressed in 
the siting agreement 
negotiations.

Tatum agreed with 
Pool, saying the or-
dinance should make 
clear “the penalty for 
being stupid.”

Zehner suggested 
that if the ordinance 
is adopted, the county 
should develop guid-
ance or an FAQ out-
lining expectations 
for siting agreements 
rather than including 
regulatory language 
in the ordinance it-
self.

“That it not be in-
cluded within the 
ordinance because it 
can be regulatory in 
nature since it’s not 
a zoning ordinance, 
but there be guidance 
adopted—a policy ad-
opted—for the super-
visors when they’re 
negotiating a siting 
agreement as to what 
items need to be ad-
dressed within that,” 
he said.

Pool emphasized 
that financial com-
mitments should be 
addressed upfront 
before any county re-
sources are expended.

“Definitely, the fi-
nancial commitments 
need to be put in 
place. It needs to be 
known upfront, they 
certainly need to be 
known before any re-
sources of the coun-
ty are expended. A 
five-renewable bond’s 
a nonstarter—that’s 
an escape valve, you 
should know that. 
The only way to pull 
the long-term liabili-
ty to the frontside is 
to confirm an irrevo-
cable letter of credit. 
Anything less than 
that just does not fly,” 
he said.

Zehner reiterated 
that the only way the 
county can impose 
such requirements 
is through the siting 
agreement.

“You have no oth-
er ability to impose 
those as conditions on 
a project but through 
the siting agreement, 
which is all subject 
to negotiation. The 
county has to agree 
to it, the applicant 
has to agree to it, and 
there may be some 
deal breakers for the 
county that result in 
an inability to enter 
into a siting agree-
ment, and then the 
project doesn’t go 
forward. But unfor-
tunately, that’s the 
nature of this situa-
tion because you don’t 
have the regulatory 
authority,” he said.

The third annual National Independent Championship Wrestling (NICW) Mardi Gras Brawl 
is set for Saturday, March 29, at 7 p.m.

Thank You for reading
The Enterprise
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Town Council
(cont. from page 1)
own detriment,” Simmons said.

Council Member Dave Hoback agreed with 
Simmons.

“This is a perfect example of bad policy and 
bad decisions resulting in bad consequences. 
That was what happened 40 years ago when 
the people that were on council at the time 
voted to get out of VRS. So, I tend to think 
that the price is too steep at this point in time 
to get back in,” he said.

Hoback said he wants the town to move 
away from poor policy decisions, which is why 
it currently does not provide any kind of re-
tirement vehicle for its employees.

Simmons noted that even if the town re-
joined VRS, not all employees would be cov-

ered under the plan.
“I really feel pretty strongly that we need 

to look at some kind of retirement vehicle 
to support all our employees. There’s lots of 
them out there, and I think we could do that 
at far less cost,” Hoback said.

Simmons agreed.
“I can’t in good conscience face the employ-

ees and say, ‘Yeah, we’re going to spend all 
this money for me, and we’re sorry—that’s 
the rule.’ That doesn’t sit well with me, and I 
don’t think it’s going to sit well with anybody 
that looks at that. I just can’t do it. I don’t feel 
good about it, and I don’t want to,” Simmons 
said.

In other matters, the council:

*Scheduled a budget meeting for Wednes-
day, April 9, at 6 p.m.

*Discussed the process of removing fluoride 
from the town’s water.

*Reviewed the need for a strategic plan 
and decided that each council member should 
bring a list of five priorities to the next regu-
larly scheduled meeting.

*Approved a resolution from the Tobacco 
Commission.

*Received updates on public works.
*Discussed town policy.
*Reviewed plans for the Wine & Beer Festi-

val on Saturday, April 5.
*Approved meeting minutes.
*Paid outstanding bills.

er school-based organizations. The 
consolidation was a source of cohe-
siveness and a strong sense of pride 
among students and teachers. How-
ever, 14 years later, following the 
Supreme Court decision of Brown 
v. Board of Education in 1954 and 
the desegregation of public schools 
in Patrick County, Patrick Central 
School closed in 1966. Today, for 
alumni, its structure still evokes 
feelings of pride, sadness, success, 
and disappointment, but also hope 
that future generations of African 
American children will always have 
a reminder of this history.”

Memories of Patrick Central
While Sawyers never attend-

ed Patrick Central School herself, 
eight of her siblings did.

“The contribution of African 
American educators and Patrick 
Central students has always kept 
my interest. I have done three or 
four of their school reunions, and I 
manage the Facebook page, so I just 
loved that school. I missed it by one 
year—schools integrated one year 
before I started. So I really hate 
that I didn’t attend at least one year 
to experience that,” she said.

Gloria Conner Barber, a 1962 
graduate, started at Patrick Cen-
tral in the fifth grade.

She said the education she and 
other students received was com-
munication-based, with students 
able to write and read in cursive by 

the time they entered fifth grade.
“Kids can’t do that now. That’s 

why I think it’s important that we 
have a historical marker so that 
they will know that the Afro-Amer-
icans have come a long way in Pat-
rick County. Out of that school we 
had doctors, we had lawyers, we 
had teachers, we had one that done 
all the autopsies in North Carolina, 
we had historians—we had good 
people turned out of that school,” 
Barber said.

She recalled that when it snowed, 
students did not stay home. Instead, 
they put on their boots, bus drivers 
put chains on their tires, and school 
continued as usual.

“I can remember times when we 
wouldn’t have water at the school 
for a couple of weeks at a time. 
Our parents packed our lunch and 
packed us a quart of water in a 
quart jar—we thought that was the 
most exciting thing in the world,” 
she said.

More Than Academics
In addition to the standard curric-

ulum, Barber said students learned 
home economics skills such as cook-
ing and sewing.

Male students also learned wood-
working in the agriculture building 
across the yard from the school.

By eighth or ninth grade, stu-
dents were allowed to help in the 
lunchroom by washing dishes and 
serving meals.

“That was a treat. We loved doing 
that ’cause we felt important,” she 
said.

Barber said May Day was a major 
event at the school, with students 
spending the entire day outside.

“They had this pole you wrapped 
this paper around, and they played 
all these games, and it was just 
good, clean fun,” she said.

Another special occasion was the 
prom, which students helped dec-
orate. Since the gym served as the 

venue for prom, basketball games, 
and the school cafeteria, Barber 
said that one room “was used for 
everything.”

How to Help
Those interested in donating to 

help fund the marker are asked to 
mail checks to Sawyers at:

340 North Franklin Road, Mt. 
Airy, N.C. 27030

For more information, visit 
Facebook.com/PatrickCentral-
School-Stuart,Va.

Raise Funds
(cont. from page 1)

Patrick Central School operated from 1952 to 1966, and its mascot was the Hornets.

less than 24 hours,” he said.
“But making policy—and again, 

you could be on either side of the 
issue—having the taxpayers of the 
United States of America sending 
out, under our logo and our flag, 
policies related to the LBTG (Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender, Gay) 
issues… If you want to do that 
with your private money, I have 
no objection. That’s your right to 
make that decision,” he said.

However, he said taxpayer funds 
should not be allocated for such 
policies without proper debate in 
Congress.

“It’s just plain wrong, and we’re 
finding that with a lot of agencies. 
I got to tell you, it is a problem, 
and it’s going on in a lot of agen-
cies,” Griffith said.

While he does not know when 
this practice began, he speculated 
it may date back to the Clinton or 
Bush administrations.

“It’s just that the agencies, and 
as Trump used to call them ‘the 
swamp,’ the elitists in Washing-
ton, D.C., have been hiding this 
money around for years. The only 
way to get to it is to kick in some 
doors and start finding out exactly 
what’s happening,” he said.

Griffith said he agrees with Elon 
Musk that mistakes will be made, 
but he believes this is a historic 
moment to push for change.

“I’m not going to stand by and let 
us settle for the status quo. I’m go-
ing to continue to fight, and I hope 
you all will join me in that fight, 

because we now know it’s worse 
than we thought,” he said.

With the midterm elections ap-
proaching, Griffith said changes 
cannot proceed slowly.

“Trump essentially only has a 
year until he could get blocked by 
Democrats. He’s got a year to get 
this done. If we don’t have this 
done by the end of September, it 
may never get done,” he said.

Department of Education 
(DoED) Reform

While he probably would not 
have abolished the Department 
of Education, Griffith noted that 
DoED has not existed for long.

“Trump hasn’t really abolished 
it. It’s mostly verbal stuff because 
the big programs—Title I, etc.—
are still going to be run by the fed-
eral government. He’s turned a lot 
of it back to the states,” he said.

Griffith said federal oversight 
adds unnecessary costs at the 
state and local levels.

“It costs Patrick County a for-
tune, it costs the state a fortune, 
and we got a bunch of people with 
offices in Washington, D.C.—I 
don’t know if they’re there or not—
but we’re paying rent for those of-
fices, and that costs a lot of mon-
ey,” Griffith said.

He argued that eliminating DOE 
expenses at the federal level could 
allow more funding to be allocat-
ed directly to state education pro-
grams.

Social Security Challenges
Discussing Social Security, Grif-

fith said the recent requirement 
for in-person office visits has com-
plicated the system in some cases.

“I just became Social Securi-
ty eligible this year, and it took 
about six to eight weeks to get an 
appointment for a telephone inter-
view with someone working from 
home,” he said.

While the appointment went 
smoothly, he noted there were in-
terruptions.

“We had to stop a couple of times 
because the worker’s dogs were 
barking in the background,” he 
said.

Griffith said the return of in-per-
son workers is essential.

“There’s absolutely no reason 
why I couldn’t go (to an office). 
Now, for somebody who’s got is-
sues—maybe where they’re dis-
abled—I agree we ought to have 
the ability to do tele-Social Securi-
ty, just like I’m a big proponent of 

telehealth,” he said.
However, Griffith said the sys-

tem must be fixed first to allow 
flexibility for remote Social Secu-
rity appointments.

“We got to get the system work-
ing again because it has not func-
tioned well over the last—at least 
the last four years, but I would 
say even the last five, six, seven 
years,” he said.

Privatization as a Solution?
Griffith suggested partial privat-

ization could improve efficiency.
“If some of our folks would just 

realize—if you do one more find-
ing of a document, one more check 
on the Social Security matter ev-
ery day, our backlogs wouldn’t be 
nearly as great,” he said.

Griffith and Del. Wren Williams, 
R-Stuart, also spoke about solar 
energy, Medicaid, broadband ex-
pansion, and the latest legislative 
session.

Griffith
(cont. from page 1)

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart (left), and Ninth District Rep. Morgan Griffith, R-Salem (right), 
spoke at the March 20 Patrick County Republican Committee meeting.

Ararat couple to celebrate 
milestone anniversary

High school sweethearts and graduates of Patrick County High School, Ronald ‘Butch’ and 
Teresa Marshall, of Ararat, will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on March 28.
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Elon Musk: Status 
Quo Will Not Work

On March 18, astro-
nauts sent to space 
by NASA and its 
historical aerospace 
partners could not be 
brought home by that 
same team.

SpaceX came to the 
rescue!

Why did this hap-
pen?

It happened because 
Elon Musk recognizes 
the status quo will not 
work.

He founded SpaceX 
to do a mission largely 
abandoned by NASA, 
and that is to get man 
to Mars.

To paraphrase Gene 
Roddenberry, Musk 
wants us to boldly go 
where no human has 
gone before.

To do this, Musk 
had to start a new 
company, SpaceX.

He had to change 
the paradigm and the 
way his team looks at 
how to make rockets. 
Musk looked at Amer-
ica’s policy of cost-
plus procurement for 
aerospace vehicles.

Through trial and 
error, he found a bet-
ter, less-expensive 
way to build rockets.

Many of the early 
rockets didn’t work. 
Some of them explod-
ed.

But Musk under-
stood if you’re going to 
do big things, the sta-
tus quo will not work.

Early this year, I 
read a biography writ-
ten on Elon Musk by 
bestselling author 
Walter Isaacson.

Isaacson has a back-
ground of covering 
innovative thinkers, 
from Da Vinci and 
Franklin to Einstein 
and Jobs.

According to the 
cover of Musk’s biog-
raphy, Isaacson spent 
two years shadowing 
Musk. Isaacson at-
tended Musk’s meet-
ings, toured Musk’s 
factories and work-
places and inter-
viewed scores of peo-
ple in Musk’s orbit.

Former Obama ap-
pointee Isaacson said 
in multiple interviews 
that there are appall-
ing qualities to Musk. 
But Isaacson also ac-
knowledges there are 

admirable things to 
like about Musk.

Before SpaceX, 
Musk founded Tesla. 
Why did he found Tes-
la?

Musk wanted to 
help solve climate 
issues. So he start-
ed using innovative 
thinking to get things 
done. He challenged 
and worked with his 
engineers to make it 
happen.

If they couldn’t do 
it a different way, 
they would fail. Musk 
knew the status quo 
would not work.

Musk is also leading 
Neuralink, which is 
dedicated to discover-
ing trailblazing med-
ical devices that con-
nect the human brain 
to computers.

At Neuralink, he 
seeks to get outside 
the accepted par-
adigms in order to 
unearth potential 
positive interactions 
between the human 
brain and computers.

This technology is 
designed to help peo-
ple who suffer from 
paralysis by enabling 
them to remotely 
control devices using 
brain activity.

Other Neuralink ca-
pabilities could treat 
neurological disorders 
and enhance cognitive 
abilities.

In this area, Musk 
understands the sta-
tus quo will not work.

The above projects 
are some of the major 
technological, break-
through innovations 
spearheaded by Musk.

But these projects 
were far from easy 
to complete. Part of 
Musk’s genius is us-
ing unconventional 
thinking to propel 
ideas into reality.

As a self-made man, 
Musk knows what it 
takes to get results. 

He is not afraid to 
break things and then 
fix them.

That mentality is 
exactly why President 
Trump tapped Musk 
to help root out waste, 
fraud and abuse in the 
federal government.

President Obama 
and then-Vice Presi-
dent Biden even em-
braced the importance 
of rooting out waste!

Given his role advis-
ing the Department 
of Government Effi-
ciency (DOGE), Musk 
understands that gov-
ernment cannot con-
tinue as usual.

Our country is at a 
major crossroads. The 
national debt barrels 
towards $37 trillion 
and the government 
continues to build up 
massive budget defi-
cits.

Once again, Musk 
recognizes the status 
quo will not work.

Should we remain 
with the status quo, 
the United States 
risks becoming a sec-
ond-rate nation.

I am generally sup-
portive of efforts to 
challenge the status 
quo in Washington 
D.C., encouraging 
greater transparency 
and rooting out waste.

Musk has told us 
they will make mis-
takes. And in this pro-
cess so will Congress.

But when we make 
mistakes, we have to 
have the courage to 
override our egos, rec-
ognize the mistakes 
and fix them.

What we cannot do 
is accept the status 
quo in order to make 
the elitist establish-
ment happy.

This process is un-
derstandably difficult, 
unsettling, and upset-
ting, but to make the 
U.S. government more 
efficient, more respon-
sive and more attuned 
to the needs of our 
country in the long-
term, and not just the 
next year, we must go 
through this period of 
great change.

To not do so will only 
hurt future genera-
tions. To not do so will 
ensure our children 
and grandchildren 
have a lower quality 
of life than what we 
currently enjoy.

As discussed above, 
this process will not 
be perfect. Legitimate 
concerns will be ad-
dressed!

But now is a time 
in history when we 
have an opportuni-
ty to make a differ-
ence. And like Musk, 
we should not, and I 
will not, accept a sta-
tus quo that will not 
work.

Call the Abingdon 
office at (276) 525-
1405, the Christians-
burg office at (540) 
381-5671, or email 
by visiting www.mor-
g a n g r i f f i t h . h o u s e .
gov with questions or 
comments.
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How would you feel if 
someone burned your car?

By Dr. Glenn Mollette 
My wife’s grandfather Lyle 

Harlow was a prisoner of war in 
World War II and survived the 
Bataan Death March. He had an 
attitude about the Japanese sol-
diers and people. My father-in-
law also fought in WW II and was 
hurt in the Battle of the Bulge. 
He had negative comments to 
make about the Japanese. When 
I bought a Toyota Celica back in 
1978 my father-in-law was not 
impressed since he had worked 
many years for General Motors 
and always drove a Chevrolet. 
However, never in either of the 
two men’s wildest imagination 
did they ever express any desire 
or interest in burning my Toyota 
or anyone else’s Toyota. 

My $7000 Celica was a great 
car, but it was hard for me to 
make the payments back in 1978. 
My wife and I were in school 
struggling to just get by from one 
small check to the next. Our $150 
a month car payment was strato-
spheric for us back then. I don’t 
know how we could have handled 
the threat of someone possibly 
damaging our car simply because 
they hated the Toyota brand, or 
anyone associated with making 
Toyotas. Today, Toyota and other 
foreign car manufacturers have 
revolutionized several American 
communities with thousands of 
good jobs. 

The very idea of anyone de-
stroying anyone’s property is 
criminal and deserves punish-
ment. Regardless, if it’s riots in 
Louisville, Baltimore, Portend 
or Los Angeles, no one deserves 

a bunch of hoodlums marching in 
and setting buildings, businesses 
or cars on fire. 

The recent reports of Tesla 
dealerships and charging stations 
being vandalized and set on fire 
are outrageous. Not any of the 
people doing this would feel good 
about their car being burned or 
the place where they fill up with 
gas being destroyed. 

Anyone who has a business is 
paying the price. It’s a miracle to 
be able to stay in business today. 
The overhead costs are astro-
nomical and it’s often very diffi-
cult to really see a profit. Every 
day restaurants, grocery stores, 
churches, newspapers and car 
dealerships close somewhere in 
America. This could very well be 
your job or a job of someone you 
know. 

Elon Musk is a billionaire and 
right now a lot of Americans 
don’t agree with the role he has 
in America as appointed by our 
President. Burning his cars and 
charging stations are only going 
to hurt fellow Americans who 
own or run the dealerships and 
the many other Americans trying 
to hold down a daily job. Destroy-
ing the charging stations only 
hurts your fellow Americans who 
bought most of the Teslas on the 
road before President Trump was 
even reelected. 

Protest verbally, buy whatever 
car or product you want but don’t 
do to others what you would not 
want anyone to do to you. 

Dr. Glenn Mollette is the author 
of Uncommon Sense. Available 
wherever books are sold.

New community garden 
groundbreaking in 

Patrick Springs
By Caroline Kerr, Patrick 

County Master Gardener
The Providence United Methodist 

Church of Patrick Springs and the 
Patrick County Master Gardeners 
would like to invite the public to join 
them in the groundbreaking of the 
Community Fellowship Learning 
Garden! The two groups have been 
collaborating to create a new space 
in Patrick County for all communi-
ty members to enjoy and engage in 
learning gardening skills. After a 
year-long hiatus from learning gar-
den programming in 2024, the new 
space will allow the Master Garden-
ers to offer free gardening program-
ming to the community, graciously 
hosted by the church. Providence 
United Methodist Church invites 
all of their local neighbors to help 
in building the garden and enjoy-
ing the wonderful produce that 
will come of it. The garden will be 
located on church property at 1021 
Providence Dr, Patrick Springs, VA 
and will include 12 raised beds, an 
in-ground bed, trellising, accessible 
paths, dedicated children’s garden 
beds, compost area, and seating to 
enjoy the garden. The garden will 
be planted with a variety of vege-
tables and flowers enclosed in a 75 
ft by 40 ft space with deer resistant 
fencing.

This venture is being conducted 
in order to build and foster resilient 
connections throughout the county 
and surrounding community area. 
This is a great way to meet your 
neighbors while building food se-
curity in the area. “Our goal is to 
strengthen our community in the 
local area and the garden is a great 
place to do that. It’s a place that 

supports team building and com-
munication skills while bringing 
many types of people together.” said 
the Providence Community Garden 
planning team. If you’re looking 
for a space to connect with others, 
learn gardening techniques, and 
enjoy the wonders of growing food 
and flowers, the Community Fel-
lowship Learning Garden is for you.

Programming will begin on Satur-
day April 5th at 10am with “Start-
ing a Garden” where the public 
will have the opportunity to learn 
what steps have already gone into 
planning the garden, followed by 
a garden bed building demonstra-
tion. Attendees will then be invited 
to help construct the other 11 beds. 
A lunch will be provided courtesy of 
Providence UMC.

The following Saturday, April 12 
at 10am, will serve as a rain date or 
additional volunteer day to help fin-
ish any remaining bed construction 
and begin the soil filling process. 
All educational programming will 
be led by Patrick Country Master 
Gardeners at the Community Fel-
lowship Learning Garden hosted 
on Providence United Methodist 
Church property.

This project is made possible by 
a mission grant from the Moun-
tain View District of the Virginia 
Conference of the United Method-
ist Church and the mission fund of 
Providence UMC. If you would like 
to donate, you may 

More volunteer and free program-
ming dates will be announced soon. 
Stay up to date by following the 
“Patrick County Master Gardeners” 
or “Providence United Methodist 
Church” Facebook pages.
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Dr. Leonidas Camden Dickerson 

and Caroline Moore Dickerson
By Beverly Belcher Woody
Leonidas Camden Dickerson 

was born on a farm in Floyd Coun-
ty on April 19, 1869, to Burdine 
and Nancy Sowers Dickerson.  
Burdine served four years in the 
Confederate Army and was Cap-
tain of Company A, Fifth Vir-
ginia Infantry. He spent the last 
months of the war as a prisoner on 
Johnson’s Island. Upon his return 
home after the war, Burdine Dick-
erson managed the Shelton farm 
and served on the local school 
board. 

Leonidas was the oldest of seven 
sons born to the couple, the oth-
ers being George Worthington, an 
employee of the Norfolk & West-
ern Railroad; Wade Hampton, 
a farmer and blacksmith on the 
Dickerson farm; Charles Edgar, 
an optician in Baltimore; Henry 
Ashby, a secret service man at 
Callaway, West Virginia ; James 
B., a merchant at Oak Hill, WV; 
and Lafayette Vance, who died in 
1903. Leonidas’ sisters were Vada 
who married Charles Woolwine; 
Sonora Ann who married Harris 
Hylton; and Nancy Adeline who 
married Charles Thomas Span-
gler. 

Leonidas Dickerson’s first teach-
er in Floyd County was Miss Flor-
ence Graham. His second teacher 
was John Webb Simmons, who be-
came a well-known doctor in Mar-
tinsville. Leonidas was also under 
the tutelage of T. D. Sowers. After 
Leonidas graduated from Floyd 
High School, he taught school for 
six years, and when not engaged 
with his duties in the school room, 
he worked on the farm and cut 
timber. For two years he also held 
the office of Deputy United States 
Marshal. Leonidas began his med-
ical education at the College of 
Virginia, at Richmond, and subse-
quently entered the University of 
the South, at Sewanee, Tennessee, 
where he graduated January 1, 
1901, with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. During his senior year, 
he had begun his medical practice 
at Meadows of Dan and remained 
there after graduating until Sep-
tember 1901 when he moved his 
medical practice to the town of 
Stuart. 

Dr. Dickerson was very athlet-
ic and fond of all outdoor sports. 
He was a proficient boxer and 
wrestler and played baseball and 
football in college. On October 
15th, 1902, the young doctor mar-
ried Miss Caroline (Carrie) Leigh 
Moore, the daughter of Judge 
John Rucker Moore and Sallie Lou 
Rucker Moore. 

Dr. Dickerson and his wife Car-
oline’s first child, Audrey Lybrook, 

was born on the 23rd of July 1903. 
Audrey became a schoolteach-
er and married Jesse Guy Davis, 
who managed a commercial or-
chard and later taught school. The 
Dickerson’s second child, Vivian 
Moore Dickerson, was born on the 
7th of March 1905. Vivian married 
Elbert Carmen Price of Roanoke, 
and the couple lived in Queens, 
New York for many years before 
returning home to Patrick County 
to retire. 

Caroline and Dr. Dickerson’s 
third child was born on the 31st 
of January 1907 and only lived 
twelve days; the infant is buried at 
Stuart Town Cemetery. The cou-
ple’s fourth child, Nancy Sowers 
Dickerson, was born on the 12th 
of December 1908. Nancy married 
Dr. Lewis Raymond Semones, a 
Radford dentist. 

Leonidas Camden Dickerson, Jr. 
was born on the 18th of October 
1911. He joined the United States 
Navy and was stationed on the 
ill-fated Reuben James, the first 
U.S. Navy ship sunk by enemy 
action in World War II.  Accord-
ing to nationalarchives.gov., the 
Navy destroyer sailed from Naval 
Station Argentia, Newfoundland, 
with four other destroyers, escort-
ing eastbound Convoy HX 156. At 
dawn, on the 31sr of October 1941, 
it was torpedoed near Iceland by 
German submarine U-552 com-
manded by Kapitänleutnant Erich 
Topp. 

The Reuben James had posi-
tioned itself between an ammu-
nition ship in the convoy and 
the known position of a German 
“wolfpack”, a group of submarines 
poised to attack the convoy. The 
destroyer was not flying the En-
sign of the United States and was 
in the process of dropping depth 
charges on another U-boat when it 
was engaged.  Reuben James was 
hit forward by a torpedo meant for 
a merchant ship and her entire 
bow was blown off when a maga-
zine exploded. The bow sank im-
mediately. The aft section float-
ed for five minutes before going 
down. Of a crew of seven officers 
and 136 enlisted men plus one en-
listed passenger, 100 were killed, 
leaving only 44 enlisted men and 
no officers who survived the at-
tack. Leonidas Camden Dicker-
son, Jr. did not survive, he was 
thirty years old. An interesting 
trivia note: Woody Guthrie wrote 
a song about the sinking of the 
Reuben James and its’ crew. 

The sixth child of Dr. and Mrs. 
Dickerson, John Rucker Dicker-
son, was born on the eighth of 
December 1917. When John was 
fourteen years old, he had a gan-
grenous appendix, contracted 
peritonitis, and died. I imagine 

this was doubly sad for Dr. Dick-
erson when he was unable to save 
his own son. It is heartbreaking to 
think how many young people died 
unnecessarily before the availabil-
ity of antibiotics in the 1940s. 

The seventh and youngest child 
of the Dickersons, George Divers 
Dickerson, was born on the sixth 
of August 1919. George married 
Miss Nell Pace, served in WWII, 
and was the owner of Stuart Mo-
tors and later, general manager of 
Stanley Chevrolet Inc. 

Dr. Leonidas Camden Dicker-
son, Sr. passed away at Stuart 
Hospital, Friday, May 22, 1931, 
at 12:30 o’clock, following an ill-
ness of two days’ duration. In ad-
dition to his professional duties, 
he was president of the Peoples 
Bank of Patrick. The following is 
an excerpt from his obituary: “Dr. 
Dickerson was fond of hunting 
with a good bird dog and grow-
ing game chickens at his beauti-
ful little estate in Stuart. He was 
a Democrat and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. He enjoyed a 
wide practice here and in adjoin-
ing counties, and the fruitage of 
his untiring labor was manifested 
by the love and esteem from those 
he came in contact with. One had 
only to witness the deep sorrow 
his passing brought to those in 
the humblest as well as the higher 
wakes of life to fully realize that he 
was a friend to all and that his la-
bors for the good of humanity won 
him unlimited friends. Dr. Dicker-
son had suffered for a number of 
years with diabetes, and several 
years ago his condition was con-
sidered so critical for weeks that 
the outcome was very doubtful. 
He recovered sufficiently, howev-

er, to resume his practice, and has 
been very active until last Thurs-
day morning when a return of the 
old malady took such a grave turn 
from the first that no hope was 
held out for recovery.” 

Caroline Moore Dickerson out-
lived her beloved husband, Dr. 
Leonidas C. Dickerson, Sr., by 
over forty-nine years, passing 
away at the age of ninety-nine in 
1981. She was the oldest living 
member of Stuart Baptist Church 
at the time of her passing. 

Thank you so much to Dr. and 
Mrs. Dickerson’s granddaughter, 
Sara Leigh Dickerson Collins, for 
helping with the article. Woody 
may be reached at rockcastlec-
reek1@gmail.com or (276) 682-
9626. 

Caroline Moore Dickerson (Courtesy Sara 
Dickerson Collins)

Dr. L.C. Dickerson Office in Stuart (Courtesy Jack Dickerson)

By Russell Gloor, National Social Secu-
rity Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the Association of Mature 
American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Will My Medicare Premium 
Change because I Sold Investment Prop-
erty?

  Dear Rusty: I have questions concerning 
the deduction of money from my Social Secu-
rity benefit amount as relates to the sale of 
investment property. I am 66 years old and 
have been drawing Social Security since I 
turned 62. My wife is 56 and is a housewife 
and has no taxable income. Our income comes 
from our rental property and my Social Secu-
rity benefit. I have decided to liquidate two 
of our properties - one was sold in December 
2024, and one is in Escrow and is scheduled 
to close in March 2025. 

My normal Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
has been running about $30K-$32K. How-
ever, last year with the sale of the property 
I will receive a long-term capital gain profit 
of about $255K. I did a rough calculation on 
what my AGI will be for 2024, and it looks 
to be about $318K. How will this affect my 
Social Security benefit, and will it have an ef-
fect on the amount I pay for my Part B Medi-
care Plan going forward? I have a Medicare 
Advantage plan. 

My next question is about 2025 (after the 
next property closes and I file taxes), my AGI 
with the long-term capital gain profit could 
be between $700k-$800K. How will this affect 
my benefits going forward? Signed: Prudent 

Investor 
 Dear Prudent Investor: Actually, the 

GROSS amount of your Social Security bene-
fit will not be affected by these transactions, 
but the NET amount of your SS benefit pay-
ment will change due to a provision known as 
“IRMAA” (Income-Related Monthly Adjust-
ment Amount). IRMAA affects the Medicare 
premiums you pay from your Social Security 
benefit, and a higher Medicare premium will 
result in a lower net Social Security payment. 
Here’s how this will work for you: 

Your Medicare premiums each year (typ-
ically for Medicare Part B and Part D) are 
determined by looking at your “Modified Ad-
justed Gross Income,” or “MAGI”, from two 
years prior (MAGI is your normal AGI plus 
any non-taxable interest you may have had). 
Since the property you sold in 2024 will be 
reflected as part of your 2024 income, IRMAA 
will cause your 2026 Medicare premiums to 
be higher than the standard monthly 2026 
amount. How much higher depends on how 
much you exceed the income level for your 
IRS filing status. Using 2025 rules, if you file 
as Married/jointly and your taxable income 
(MAGI) is more than $212,000 but less than 
$334,000 then, instead of paying the stan-
dard 2026 monthly Part B premium, you’ll 
each pay $370 per month for Medicare Part B 
(and likely a supplemental amount of $35.30 
if your Advantage plan includes prescription 
drug coverage). 

Your Medicare premiums are recalculat-
ed every year (again based on income from 

two years prior). Thus, in 2027, IRMAA will 
also affect your Medicare premiums and your 
net Social Security payment because of your 
2025 real estate transaction. If your MAGI in 
2025 will be over $750,000, then IRMAA will 
increase each of your 2027 Medicare Part B 
premiums to $638.90 (and likely also add a 
supplement of $85.80 per month each to your 
Medicare Advantage premium for prescrip-
tion drug coverage).

The good news is in 2028 all of this will be 
behind you and your Medicare premiums will 
revert to whatever the standard monthly pre-
miums are for that year (because your income 
levels thereafter will presumably be below 
the then-IRMAA thresholds). 

For reference, here is a link to Medicare’s 
information on the Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount, or “IRMAA:” 

h t tps : / /www.cms .gov /newsroom/ fac t -
sheets/2025-medicare-parts-b-premiums-
and-deductibles 

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
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PCHS Sports Schedule
The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports 
Schedule for the week of March 31- April 5:
3/31 	 5pm	 Baseball	 vs Bassett
	 5pm	 Softball      vs Bassett
	 7pm	 Girls Soccer at Bassett
	 7pm	 Boy Soccer	  vs Bassett
4/1 	 4:30pm      Girls Tennis at Bassett
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis vs Bassett
4/2	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis vs Martinsville

	 4:30pm      Boys Tennis at Martinsville
	 7pm           Girls Soccer vs Martinsville
4/3 	 5pm	 Baseball vs Glenvar
	 5pm	 Softball vs Glenvar
4/4	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis vs Glanvar
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis at Glanvar
	 6pm	 Girls Soccer vs Glenvar
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer at Glenvar
4/5	 TBA	 Track at Blackburg H.S.

Kyle Larson gets first Cup win of 
the season at Homestead-Miami

By Holly Cain
NASCAR Wire Service
Kyle Larson, proved 

himself the weekend’s 
most dominant driver 
at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway winning two of 
the three national series 
races, capping off the 
extraordinary three-day 
performance with a vic-
tory in Sunday’s Straight 
Talk Wireless 400 NA-
SCAR Cup Series race.

Larson was able to 
seize upon a miscue by 
his Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate, Alex 
Bowman, who put his 
pole-winning No. 48 
Chevrolet in the outside 
retaining wall with six 
laps remaining Sunday. 
That contact allowed 
Larson’s No. 5 Hendrick 
Motorsports Chevrolet to 
pass him for the race lead 
and jet off to a 1.205-sec-
ond win – the 32-year-old 
Californian’s first series 
trophy of the year.

“I knew me coming to-
wards those guys they 
were going to start mov-
ing around and making 
mistakes and I felt like 
if I could just keep pres-
sure on Alex [Bowman], 
he may make a mistake 
and he caught the wall 
there and I got around 
him easier than I expect-
ed to,” the 2021 NASCAR 

Cup Series champion 
Larson said. “Still had 
to work hard though. 
My balance in clean air 
was really loose just like 
those guys were. Hats off 
to the whole team.”

Bowman, who started 
from pole position, led 43 
laps and was obviously 
disappointed even in a 
second-place outcome, 
coming so close to his 
first victory of the year.

“Guess I choked that 
one away for sure,” Bow-
man said, revealing he 
actually hit the wall 
harder the lap before he 
got passed. “Just kind of 
burned myself up. Saw 
the 5 [Larson] coming, so 
I moved around a little 
bit.

“Man, I hate that for 
this Ally 48 group they 
deserve better than that. 
Just a couple mistakes 
there. Felt like we were 
okay all day there.”

23XI Racing’s Bubba 
Wallace finished third, 
leading a season high 56 
laps in the No. 23 Toyota. 
Joe Gibbs Racing’s Chase 
Briscoe finished fourth in 
the No. 19 Toyota – the 
afternoon proving to be 
season best finishes for 
Larson, Bowman, Wal-
lace and Briscoe.

JGR’s Denny Hamlin 
rounded out the top-five 

finishing order and won 
Stage 2 – his 15 laps out 
front are most on the 
year for him.

The day’s most dom-
inant driver was Team 
Penske’s Ryan Blaney, 
whose No. 12 Ford led 
a race best 124 laps, 
only to suffer an engine 
failure with 60 laps re-
maining. A huge blast of 
smoke burst out of the 
car as it slowed abrupt-
ly onto the frontstretch 
from a top-five position.

He ended up 36th of 
the 37 cars, the 2023 sea-
son champion suffering 
his third straight DNF of 
the year.

“I didn’t have any 
warning,” said Blaney, 
a runner-up in the pre-
vious two Homestead 
races. “When I got back 
to wide open down the 
front, that was all she 
wrote. Just stinks. Real-
ly fast Ford Mustang, led 
a lot of laps, lost a little 
bit of track position with 
stuff on pit road, but got 
back to third and it was 
a great race between me, 
Bubba and Larson. I’m 
sure Denny [Hamlin] 
was going to get back 
into it, it was going to be 
quite a battle in the last 
60 laps or so.

“Just didn’t really 
work out for us. We’ll 

continue to keep fight-
ing. I appreciate the 12 
guys for giving me just a 
hot rod today, an incred-
ibly, incredibly fast race 
car today. We’ll keep 
our head up. Just one 
of those things where it 
isn’t really going our way 
right now. But the good 
news is we’re bringing 
fast cars and that’s all 
you can ask for.”

Roush Fenway Kes-
elowski Racing’s Chris 
Buescher rallied to a 
sixth-place finish, fol-
lowed by Kaulig Racing’s 
A.J. Allmendinger, 23XI 

Racing’s Tyler Reddick, 
RFK’s Ryan Preece and 
Spire Motorsports’ Jus-
tin Haley.

With the win Larson 
moved into second place 
in the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries championship stand-
ings, 36 points behind 
Hendrick teammate, 
Daytona 500 winner Wil-
liam Byron. Bowman is 
now third in the cham-
pionship, 39 points back. 
The fourth member of 
the team, Chase Elliott 
finished 18th and is sixth 
in the standings

The promising start to 
the season a strong confi-
dence-builder for all the 
drivers.

“Had to keep plugging 
away, proud of myself, 
proud of the team, just 
a lot of gritty hard work 
there today between 
damage on pit road, 
qualifying bad, bad re-
starts all that stuff,” said 
Larson, whose 30 career 
wins are now second 
only to NASCAR Hall of 
Famers Jeff Gordon (93) 
and Jimmie Johnson (83) 
among Hendrick drivers.

“Just super pumped,” 
Larson said. “One of the 
coolest wins I think of my 
Cup career just because 
of all the heartbreak 
here, the heartbreak 
yesterday. Just kept my 

head down and kept dig-
ging.”

The heartbreak Lar-
son referred to was his 
2-for-3 showing in his 
three-peat attempt. He 
won Friday’s NASCAR 
CRAFTSMAN Truck Se-
ries race and suffered a 
gut-wrenching near-miss 
in Saturday’s NASCAR 
Xfinity Series race – an 
afternoon where he led 
the most laps only to get 
tapped from behind in an 
overtime restart and fin-
ish fourth.

Larson will attempt 
the three-race sweep at 
Bristol (Tenn.) Motor 
Speedway in April, hop-
ing to equal the work of 
two-time NASCAR Cup 
Series champion Kyle 
Busch who is the only 
driver in history to win 
all three national series 
races on the same week-
end – and he did it twice, 
ironically accomplish-
ing the feat at Bristol in 
2010 and 2017.

The NASCAR Cup 
Series returns to action 
next Sunday at Martins-
ville (Va.) Speedway for 
the first short track race 
of the season, the Cook 
Out 400 (3 p.m. ET on 
FS1, MRN and SiriusXM 
NASCAR Radio). Byron 
is the defending race 
winner.

Kyle Larson, driver of the #5 HendrickCars.com Chevrolet, drives during the NASCAR Cup 
Series Straight Talk Wireless 400 at Homestead-Miami Speedway on March 23, 2025 in 
Homestead, Florida. (Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images)

PCHS Fishing Team Members 
Make All-Elite Team

Patrick County High School Fish-
ing Team members earned the title 
of the John Crews All-Elite Team 
by placing in the Top 10 of each 
division during the previous fish-

ing season. Congratulations to Will 
Heath & Chace Handy (3rd over-
all) and Jonah Shockley & Hunter 
Heath (5th overall) for this impres-
sive achievement.

PCHS Fishing Members on the All-Elite Team: are (left to right) Will Heath, Chace Handy, 
Jonah Shockley, Hunter Heath.

Redd, Jones reel in “Big Fish” 
award at high school tournament

Congratulations to 
Cameron Redd and 
Parker Jones, mem-
bers of the Patrick 
County High School 
Fishing Team, on 
earning the “Big Fish” 
Award at 3.33 pounds 
in the 3rd high school 
tournament of the sea-
son at a windy Phil-
pott Lake on Saturday, 
March 22.Cameron Redd and Parker Jones

Four qualify for state 
championship

The Patrick County High School Fishing Team 
fought the wind and a tough completion during 
the 3rd qualifying tournament of the season, Sat-
urday, March 22 at Philpott Lake. Congratula-
tions to Jonah Shockley and Hunter Heath and 
Will Heath and Chace Handy who qualified for 
the State Championship.

Fishing Team Members 
Make All-Academic Team

Congratulations to the following Patrick County High School Fishing Team members who 
made the John Crews All-Academic Team: 

Front row: Asher Perry, Parker Roop, Eli Wood, Evan Havens, Tripp Thompson, Chace 
Handy.
Back row: Jacob Spencer, Jonah Shockley, Hunter Heath, Will Heath and Jake Bryant.

Chace Handy and Will Heath

Jonah Shockley (Hunter Heath is not pictured)

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Martinsville property owners concerned over rising 
assessments

A recent citywide 
property reassess-
ment has left many 
Martinsville home-
owners concerned 
over rising tax bills, 
as some properties 
saw value increases 
in the tens of thou-
sands of dollars. The 
issue was discussed 
during the Martins-
ville City Council 
meeting on March 13, 
where City Manager 
Aretha Ferrell-Bena-
vides explained the 
reassessment pro-
cess and how it af-
fects tax rates.

While some resi-
dents celebrated in-
creased home equity, 
others worried about 
affording the higher 
taxes that could fol-
low.

Ferrell-Benavides 
emphasized that the 
city has no control 
over the reassess-
ment process but 
does determine the 
property tax rate per 
$100 of assessed val-
ue. Currently, resi-
dents pay $0.77 per 
$100. The council 

sets the final rate to 
fund city operations.

“The rate has re-
mained consistent 
for last year and the 
year before,” Fer-
rell-Benavides said.

Council mem-
ber Julian Mei also 
addressed the is-
sue, noting that his 
home’s value had 
skyrocketed as well.

Residents con-
cerned about their 
reassessments were 
encouraged to con-

tact the Commis-
sioner of Revenue 
before the March 31 
deadline to challenge 
their property val-
ues.

“There is a process 
where if you see your 
set rate and do not 
agree with it, you 
can go to her office 
and work with her, 
and she will help you 
understand how you 
can challenge those 
values,” Ferrell-Be-
navides explained.

Police Chief Robert Fincher presented the 2024 crime 
statistics.

City council vote sparks conflict among members
A March 17 Martinsville City 

Council vote and a dispute about a 
draft meeting record have sparked 
controversy, with council members 
clashing over transparency, proce-
dure, and the handling of the city 
manager’s salary negotiations.

In a March 18 email sent to all 
members of council, City Manager 
Aretha Ferrell-Benavides and City 
Attorney Stephen V. Durbin, coun-
cil member Aaron Rawls wrote, “I 
received an update that Council con-
ducted an unannounced open session 
last night regarding the city manag-
er’s employment contract. It looks to 
me like a bizarre motion was made 
but no vote recorded. While I know 
some of you are eager to avoid public 

attention and accountability for this, 
we need to pause and handle the 
matter responsibly.”  

Rawls added that “not even a year 
ago, we settled a case resulting from 
Council malfeasance in which a de-
liberately hasty and reckless contract 
with false employment information 
became the subject of a ~million dol-
lar claim against our city. Ultimate-
ly, it cost our people $200,000 ($40 
per household) to settle that. We 
all know who did what in this case, 
which is why I’m concerned that 
Council is right back on the … road 
of irresponsible behavior, hiding ac-
tions from and lying to our people, 
and doing sneaky things with their 
money.”

Two designs for Baldwin Park upgrades under 
consideration

Plans to renovate 
Baldwin Park, includ-
ing new fitness up-
grades, were presented 
during a recent Mar-
tinsville City Council 
work session.

Council members re-
viewed two proposed 
layouts, each offering 
a different vision for 
the design of Baldwin 
Park. The project is 
part of the Foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Out-
door Recreation Plan, 
a 15-year regional ini-
tiative that includes 
Martinsville, Henry 
and Patrick counties.

Baldwin Park plays 
a significant role in the 
plan, with much of the 
funding for the project 
from grants awarded 
by the Appalachian 
Regional Commission 
and the Tobacco Re-
gion Revitalization 
Commission. The de-
sign is being developed 
by Destination by De-
sign, a firm based in 
Boone, North Caroli-
na.

The first plan in-
cludes a paved drive-
way and sidewalk 
connection, two paved 
parking lots, a ¼-mile 
surface loop, converts 
the existing tennis 
courts into basketball 

courts, a stage, and 
space for art exhibits 
or food trucks, trans-
forming the park into 
an event space.

“One thing we heard 
from you all, as well as 
others, was that access 
to get down to the field 
was kind of difficult,” 
said Tim Johnson, the 
design firm’s direc-
tor of Outdoor Recre-
ation Planning. The 
first plan includes a 
driveway and sidewalk 
leading into the middle 

of the field. “This is a 
very simple design; we 
are not doing a whole 
lot of stuff.”

The second plan fea-
tures a single parking 
lot near the courts, 
with an additional 
overflow parking area 
in the field. “We have 
an off-street parking 
lot for 22 cars with a 
drive aisle,” Johnson 
said. The basketball 
court in this plan is ro-
tated sideways, with a 
playground next to it.

Greg Maggard gives information on the installation of the 
fitness pad at Baldwin Park.

Commission moves forward on controversial rezoning 
request

The Henry County 
Planning Commission 
voted to recommend 
rezoning a property in 
the Reed Creek Dis-
trict for commercial 
use, despite strong op-
position from nearby 
and other residents. 
The final decision now 
rests with the Board 
of Supervisors.

The property, locat-
ed at 3975 Chatham 
Road, is owned by 
Kenneth Lewis, who 
has allowed the build-
ing to be used as a ga-
rage without a license. 
Lewis requested a 
zoning change from 
Agricultural District 
A-1 to Commercial 
to continue using the 
site as an automobile 
repair garage.

“When do you find 
out that you weren’t 
supposed to be there,” 
Paul Setliff, commis-
sion member, asked 
about the current ga-
rage operation. 

Lewis said that he 
didn’t realize the zon-
ing wasn’t correct. 
The location had lost 
its commercial sta-
tus “It’s been without 
a valid license there 
without a valid busi-
ness there for more 
than two years.” The 
garage has only been 
in operation for six 
months.

“It was built as a 
body shop and used 
as such from the early 
1970s into the late 80s 
or early 90s,” said Lee 
Clark, the county’s di-

rector of Planning and 
Zoning. The proper-
ty was also used as a 
sheet metal shop and 
as a car lot, before be-
coming personal ve-
hicle storage with an 
attached insurance 
office.

While some cited 
its long auto-related 
history, opponents 
contended noise, late-
night activity, and 
safety concerns while 
presenting their rea-
sons to deny the re-
quest. 

“The people that 
are in there now don’t 
show up until dark—
five or six—and are 
there all night,” one 
person said, explain-
ing that the noise dis-
rupts his sleep.

Holly Kozelsky presented photos, recordings and letters as evidence of issues with the 
garage. Outside agencies submit budget requests 

Several local non-
profit agencies submit-
ted budget requests to 
the Martinsville City 
Council on March 18. 
Requests came from 
organizations in-
cluding the Martins-
ville-Henry County 
SPCA, Piedmont Arts, 
Warming Shelter, and 
Salvation Army. Each 
group provided an 
overview of its mis-
sion before presenting 
its funding request.

The Chamber’s Part-
nership for Economic 
Growth (C-PEG) re-
quested $40,000, an 
increase of $12,500 
from previous years. 
The Warming Center 
requested $35,000, the 
same amount as last 
year, and mentioned 
the possibility of add-
ing a cooling shelter 

during the summer.
The Fayette Area 

Historical Initiative 
(FAHI) requested 
$7,500 to accommo-
date its growing num-
ber of visitors and 
to invest in a recom-

mended new security 
system. The SPCA, 
which serves more 
than 1,400 animals 
annually, requested 
$20,000, an increase 
of $5,000 from last 
year.

Charisse Hairston requested funding on behalf of FAHI to 
upgrade its security system.
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Terri S. Wood, Manager

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Invest in the Future
Support HRMS Students! 

Help make dreams a reality by contributing to 
send HRMS students to Beta National in 
Orlando! Your support fosters education, 

leadership, and unforgettable opportunities for 
the next generation of changemakers.

Every donation counts in empowering these 
young leaders to shine on a national stage. Be 

part of their journey—invest in the future today!

Sylvia Dawn Conner
Ms. Sylvia Dawn 

Conner, age 50, 
passed away on Tues-
day, March 18, 2025, 
at Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospi-
tal. She was born on 
May 7, 1974, to Doyle 
Calvin Conner and 
Barbara Jean Helms 
Wood. In addition to 
her father, Ms. Con-
ner was preceded in 
death by her grand-
parents, Beamer and 
Lenna Conner. Sylvia 
loved to garden, cook, 
canning, preserving 
foods, and crochet. 
She spent countless 
hours volunteering 
in Meadows of Dan 
and loved her com-
munity. Ms. Conner 
was a friend to ev-
eryone and never met 
a stranger. Despite 
health issues, she 
still loved helping 

people. Sylvia loved 
her daughter and 
son-in-law and cher-
ished the time spent 
with them.

Ms. Conner is sur-
vived by her daugh-
ter, Amber Southern 
(Hunter) of Hillsville, 
Virginia; her mother, 
Barbara Jean Helms 
Wood of Woolwine, 
Virginia; one sister, 
Shelia Marshall (Lin-
ford) of Meadows of 
Dan, Virginia; one 
brother, Robby Con-
ner (Rita) of Ararat, 

Virginia; one niece, 
Summer Conner of 
Ararat, Virginia.

A funeral service 
for Ms. Conner will be 
held Monday, March 
24, 2025 at 1:00 pm at 
Moody Funeral Home 
Chapel with Pastor 
Marcus Wood offici-
ating. Burial will fol-
low in Conner Family 
Cemetery on Moun-
tain View Road. The 
family will receive 
friends one hour pri-
or to the service. Me-
morial donations can 
be made to Meadows 
of Dan Ruritan, P.O. 
Box 804, Meadows 
of Dan, VA 24120. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is handling 
the arrangements 
and online condolenc-
es may be sent by vis-
iting www.moodyfu-
neralservice.com.

Bizzie Waldale Dalton
Mrs. Bizzie Wal-

dale Dalton, age 83, 
of Stuart, Virginia 
passed away, Tues-
day, March 18, 2025 
at Northern Region-
al Hospital. She was 
born in Stokes Coun-
ty, North Carolina on 
June 23, 1941to the 
late Bennie Smith and 
Eva Mae Mabe. Mrs. 
Dalton was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Richard Dalton; 
a son, Randy Palmer; 
a granddaughter, Me-
gan Palmer; brothers, 
Wayne Smith and 
John Smith; and a sis-
ter Cora Wilson. Mrs. 
Dalton was a long-
time member of Way-
side Church. She loved 
gardening, but most of 
all spending time with 
her family.

Mrs. Dalton is sur-
vived by her children, 
Patricia Williams of 
Stuart, Virginia, Bo 
Smith (Tonya) of San-
dy Ridge, North Car-

olina, Sandy Genung, 
of Patrick Springs, 
Virginia, and Junior 
Palmer (Kim) of King, 
North Carolina; grand-
children, Brittany 
Matthis, Jason Smith, 
Courtney Vaden, 
Kathryn Genung, 
Randall Palmer, 
Christopher Palmer, 
and Cody Smith; sev-
eral great-grandchil-
dren; brothers, Paul 
Smith of Danbury, 
North Carolina, Ju-
nior Smith, of Dan-
bury, North Carolina, 

Jerry Smith of Walnut 
Cove, North Caroli-
na, Pee-Wee Smith of 
Tennessee; a sister, 
Nancy Wilson of Mt. 
Airy, North Carolina; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

The funeral ser-
vice for Mrs. Dalton 
will be held Sunday, 
March 23, 2025, at 
2:00 p.m. at Moody 
Funeral Home with 
Pastor Teddy Hiatt 
officiating. The fami-
ly will receive friends 
one hour prior to the 
service at the funer-
al home. The burial 
will follow in Church 
of Christ Cemetery. 
Flowers will be accept-
ed, or memorial dona-
tions may be made to 
Wayside Church, c/o 
Sherry Niston, 3520 
Wayside Road, Stu-
art, VA, 2417. Online 
condolences may be 
made by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Barbara Lee Griffith Nowlin
Mrs. Barbara Lee 

Griffith Nowlin de-
parted this life to be 
with Jesus on March 
17, 2025. She was born 
on August 23, 1927, 
in Patrick County to 
the late Edward Grif-
fith and Grace Lee 
Staples Griffith. She 
was preceded in death 
by her husband of 48 
years Douglas Mack-
arthur Nowlin, and by 
two brothers, William 
Jackson Griffith and 
Lawrence Griffith.

At an early age, she 
joined First Christian 
Church DOC in Stuart 
VA and also attend-
ed New Hope Baptist 
Church in Stuart, VA.  
She moved to NJ at the 
age of 9 and completed 
her education there.  
She moved between NJ 
and Virginia several 
times with her family.

Barbara went to Rut-
gers University in New 

Jersey, received her 
degree in Nursing and 
worked in the Nursing 
profession for many 
years in and around 
Patrick County, VA.

She was proficient in 
piano and was the pia-
nist for several church-
es in and around Pat-
rick County.

Barbara worked 
with former Attorney 
General Mary Sue Ter-
ry on her campaign to 
become governor. She 
was also secretary of 
the Stuart chapter of 
the NAACP.

Barbara is survived 
by one brother, George 
Oliver Griffith and 
wife, Julia Griffith of 
Maryland; nieces, Dr. 
Patricia G. Foley and 
husband, David Foley 
of Stuart, VA, Kim-
berly Middleton and 
husband, Theodore 
Middleton of Mary-
land, William Russell 
Griffith of New Jersey, 
Michael Griffith and 
wife, Denise Griffith of 
New Jersey, Gregory 
Griffith of New Jersey; 
special cousins, Ollie 
Mae Spencer, Lucy 
Moore and husband, 
Michael Moore; Mar-
jorie Nowlin-Hairston 
and husband, John 
“Sonny” Hairston, 
Judy Rucker, Frank 
Nowlin and wife, Wan-
da Nowlin; and sisters-
in-law, Stella Hairston 
and husband, James 
Hairston, Janice Nowl-
in, Ann Watlington, 
Sandra Nowlin, and 
many other family and 
friends too numerous 
to mention.

Funeral Services will 
be held at Moody’s Fu-
neral Home in Stuart 
on Saturday, March 
22, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 
with Rev. Douglas 
Scales presiding and 
Rev. Richard Spencer 
eulogizing. Burial will 
immediately follow in 
the Loggins Family 
Cemetery. The wake 
will be held one half 
hour prior to the ser-
vice on Saturday af-
ternoon at the funeral 
home. Online condo-
lences may be sent by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Phyllis Ann Thacker
Phyllis Ann Thack-

er, 80, of Ridgeway, 
Virginia, passed away 
Saturday, March 15, 
2025. She was born 
July 15, 1944, in Pat-
rick County to the late 
Samuel Grant Hughes 
and Edna Light 
Hughes.  

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by 
her brothers, Albert 
Hughes and Maynard 
Hughes.

She poured tremen-
dous love into her 
family, making family 
gatherings and spend-
ing time with her hus-
band, children, and 
grandchildren a pri-
ority. She found joy 
in singing and partic-
ularly loved listening 
to bluegrass and blue-
grass gospel music. 
One of her favorite 
places to spend time 

was at the beach. The 
love she had for her 
country was evident 
in her unwavering 
patriotism; she loved 
all things American, 
from our national bird 
to the colors of our 
flag. Phyllis retired 
from the Henry Coun-
ty Public School Sys-
tem where she worked 
in the cafeteria.

She is survived by 
her husband, Ronnie 
F. Thacker; daughter, 

Marsha Davis (Mark); 
son, Kevin F. Thack-
er (Rebekah); sisters, 
Verna Johnston, Judy 
Morrison; grandchil-
dren, Christian Davis 
(Angela), Rebecca Da-
vis Lumpkin (Nick), 
Madison Davis Bruce 
(Tristan), and Samuel 
Davis.

The funeral will be 
held Thursday, March 
20, 2025, at 2:00 PM 
at Wright Funeral 
Service Chapel with 
Elder Kenny Bowles 
officiating. Interment 
will follow at Mt. View 
Cemetery. A visita-
tion will be held one 
hour prior to the ser-
vice.

Wright Funeral Ser-
vice & Crematory is 
serving the family. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
w r i g h t f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.net.

Affordable Health 
Screenings Coming 
to Stuart, Virginia
Residents living 

in and around the 
Stuart, Virginia can 
learn about their risk 
for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes, and other 
chronic, serious con-
ditions with afford-

able screenings by 
Life Line Screening.  
John D Hooker Me-
morial Building will 
host this community 
event on 4/8/2025.  
The site is located at 
420 Woodland Drive 
in Stuart.

Screenings can 
check for:

The level of plaque 
buildup in your ar-
teries, related to 
risk for cardiovascu-
lar disease, stroke 
and overall vascular 
health.

HDL and LDL Cho-
lesterol levels

Diabetes risk
Kidney and thyroid 

function, and more
Screenings are af-

fordable and conve-
nient.  Free parking 
is also available.  

Special package 
pricing starts at 
$159, but consultants 
will work with you to 
create a package that 
is right for you based 
on your age and risk 
factors. Call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit our 
website at www.life-
linescreening.com. 
Pre-registration is 
required.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Romans 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From 2 Chronicles 14, 
where was Abijah buried? 
City of David, Jerusalem, 
City of Gath, Nazareth

3. According to Numbers 
33, how old was Aaron 
when he died? 100, 113, 
123, 132

4. Which of these sons of 

Jesse did not go into battle 
with Saul? Eliab, David, 
Abinadab, Shimea

5. From 2 Kinds, who 
was Elijah’s successor? 
Solomon, Elisha, Nimshi, 
Nimrod

6. Which of Saul’s 
daughters loved David? 
Merab, Michal, Cornelius, 
Paulus

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) City 
of David, 3) 123, 4) David, 
5) Elisha, 6) Michal

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)
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We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Love Intentionally
By Dr. Evonne 

Wimbush
Fresh Harvest 

Christian Church 
(D.O.C.)

We have all heard 
at one point in time 
or another people 
confessing that they 
grew to love their 
spouses or that it 
was love at first 
sight. Most, if not 
all of us, have heard 
folks confess that 
“it just happened. I 
did not mean to….” 
There are also say-
ings that “Intention-
al love is conscious 
love. It is a commit-
ment to love no mat-
ter what. Love is not 
just about what you 
feel, but what you 
choose to do.”  

When God sent his 
son to earth to show 
the world His pow-
er and authority, he 
knew what Jesus’s 
fate was going to be, 
the ridicule, the tor-
ture, the pain, and 
suffering; yet, he 
made the choice to 
send His only begot-
ten son because He 
intentionally loved 
us. John 3:16 KJV, 
“For God so loved 
the world that he 
gave his only begot-
ten son, that who-
soever believeth in 
him should not per-
ish, but have ever-
lasting life.” He did 
not want to see us 
lost. He did not want 
us to be separated 
from Him. He was 
committed to loving 
us no matter what. 

Jesus intentional-
ly loved us just as 
did His Father. He 
loved us as he en-

dured the pain and 
agony on Calvary’s 
cross. He intention-
ally loved us as he 
asked Father God 
to forgive his perse-
cutors, the soldiers, 
naysayers, and un-
believers: “Father 
forgive them for they 
know not what they 
do” (Luke 23:34). He 
intentionally loved 
us when he stood up 
against oppression, 
poverty, and sin. He 
intentionally loved 
us when he free-
ly gave up His life. 
John 10:18 NLT, “No 
one can take my life 
from me. I sacrifice 
it voluntarily, For I 
have the authority 
to lay it down when 
I want to and also 
to take it up again.”  
He intentionally 
loved us when He 
promised that al-
though He had to 
return to the Father 
he would send one 
that would be with 
us forever, a Com-
forter. The Comfort-
er who would come 
and dwell within us. 
The Comforter that 
would always be 
with us, John 15:26.

How do we mea-
sure up on our in-
tentional love me-

ter? Do we love 
others despite how 
they treat us? Do we 
intentionally forgive 
them? Do we find it 
hard to intentional-
ly love? Do we find 
it difficult to forgive 
and sacrifice our-
selves for others? 
Do we find it hard 
to model Christ? Of 
course! I think the 
Apostle Paul made 
it plain when he was 
speaking to the peo-
ple of Corinth, “And 
do everything in 
love” (Corinthians 
16:14 NLT). 

As Believers, we 
are commanded to 
love one another. In 
the King James ver-
sion alone, the word 
“love” can be found 
310 times. I would 
say this word is sig-
nificantly import-
ant. Jesus said, “A 
new commandment 
I give unto you, that 
ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, 
that you also love 
one another. (John 
13:34 KJV). We love 
because God first 
loved us (1 John 
4:19). Because he 
loved us, we can love 
others. We can love 
and do so intention-
ally. 

GetvourGED 
with Patrick countv Adult Education 
Become a Lifelong Learner Today! 

BENEFITS: 
Higher Wages 

Valuable Workplace Skills 
Advancement to Further Education and Training 

Sense of Personal Accomplishment 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE? 
• ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING

APPOINTMENTS 
• ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS

• NIGHT CLASSES ON MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 5:00-7:00

LOCATED AT 557 MAYO COURT BESIDE 
STUART ELEMENTARY 

� 
VIRGINIA 

CAREER WORKS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT: 

MARTHA CHANEY, TEACHER 
(276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993

MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US 
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court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-

mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-

4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nation-

wide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 

headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant 

offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-

268-4773

Fairy Stone State 
Park Now Hiring Multi-
ple Seasonal Positions! 

Beach Maintenance 
Ranger Boathouse 

Ranger Contact Ranger 
Food Service Ranger 
Housekeeping Ranger 
Apply online: www.dcr.
virginia.gov/jobs Posi-
tions open until filled. 
967 Fairystone Lake 

Drive Stuart, VA 24171 
276-930-2424

Home & office Clean-
ers Wanted - $630/

Weekly Cleaning Posi-
tion: Available Working 

Days: Mon-Fri Time 
Schedule: 11 AM - 2 PM 
Minimum Requirement 
Email: styleharry054@

gmail.com

Patrick County Se-
nior Services Driver
STEP, Inc, a multifac-

eted community action 
agency, is seeking a 

part-time, 20-25 hours 
per week, Senior Ser-
vices Driver in Patrick 

County. The Senior 
Services Driver will be 
responsible for trans-

porting senior citizens to 
and from various loca-
tions. This position will 
also be responsible for 
delivering meals to the 
homes of the program 

participants. 
Qualifications:  High 

School Diploma, expe-
rience driving a large 

passenger van or bus, 
knowledge of senior ser-
vices, good communica-
tion skills and excellent 
driving record required. 

Pay rate will be 
$13.50 per hour. 

Qualified applicants 
may apply at  Apply 

Here
(https://apply.

stepincva.com/?posi-
tions=Patrick+Coun-

ty+Senior+Ser-
vices+Driver)

 STEP, Inc. is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-

ployer.

The County of Pat-
rick is accepting appli-
cations from qualified 
applicants for a Solid 

Waste Transfer Station 
Attendant. A high school 

diploma or GED is re-
quired. Completion of 
training and testing to 

obtain the DPOR Waste 
Management Operator 
license is required fol-
lowing hire. Applicants 

must be willing to submit 
to a drug screen and 
background check.  
Duties of the position 

will include, but are not 
limited to, customer 

assistance, operation of 
scales, loading trailers, 

and facility mainte-
nance. The preferred 

candidate must be capa-
ble of performing man-
ual labor, possess good 
interpersonal skills, and 
be able to communicate 
effectively with the pub-
lic. Basic math, comput-
er, and clerical skills to 

prepare customer tickets 
and perform record 

keeping are required. 
This is a full-time posi-

tion with an annual start-
ing salary of $31,200 

and benefits in excess 
of $15,000 annually, 

which include vacation 
and sick leave, life in-

surance, retirement, and 
health insurance.  Hours 
will be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Monday through 

Friday with rotating Sat-
urday hours. Evening, 
weekend, holiday, and 
flexible/irregular work 
schedules may be re-

quired.
A complete job de-

scription and employ-
ment application are 

available at https://www.
co.patrick.va.us/Jobs.

aspx.  Applicants must 
submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
to be considered for the 
position.   The position 
will remain open until 

filled.  
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 
discriminate on the ba-

sis of race, color, nation-
al origin, sex, religion, 

disability, or age.  

Small parcel of land 
for sale @ 586 Mount 

Calvary Church Rd, 
Stuart, VA 24171. If 

interested, please call 
(276) 694-2842 between 

10AM and 4PM

PSS-300 Pride elec-
tric wheelchair (may 

need batteries). $200 or 
best offer. Folding hitch 
cargo carrier with ramp. 

500lb capacity. $160 
firm. Call 276-694-5858 
for more information and 

leave message.

Master two-bed bed-
room for rent. Fully fur-
nished. 12 minutes from 
Martinsville. Will rent to 
55+ female. No smok-
ing, pets or drinking. 

1 person, $359/month 
+ $31 for utilities. 2nd 

person $135. Call or text 
276-790-5965.

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile,
closet & garage 

organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling 
& repairs, carpentry, 

roofing, siding, painting, 
fencing, tree work & 

more! Contact Nick @ 
276-224-4623 or 757-

621-5219.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

Master Carpenter 
Home Re-Modeler 40 

years’ experience., 
repairs, decks, gutter 
cleaning, trim work, 

wooden bridge repair, 
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 

target audience. Call 
this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

FARMS/FISH
Live Fish for stocking 
ponds! Many varieties 
available. Delivery to 
your pond. Call Zetts 
Fish Farm & Hatchery 
for information & free 
catalogue. 304-995-
9202, Cell 304-820-

6986.
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Additional 
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium 

Assured Heifer/Cow 
Sale. March 29th, 2025, 
12:00 noon. G&E Test 

Center Gretna, VA. Call 
George Winn at 434-

489-4458.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

NOW HIRING

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

LAND FOR SALE

LEGAL

Uptown Martinsville 
March Specials 

Prime Rib 8oz. ....$14.99
with Potatoes & Onions and Salad

Fresh Grilled Salmon ....$15.99
with lemon butter & linguine pasta

Lobster Ravioli ....$16.99
with Grilled Chicken 

One Dozen Stu� 
Mushrooms 

with crab meat

$13.99

8oz. Prime Rib
with Potatoes & Onions 

and Salad

$14.99

Fresh Grilled Salmon
with lemon butter 
& linguine pasta

$15.99

Chicken Alfredo 
Fettuccine

$14.99

Lobster Ravioli
with grilled chicken 

$16.99

Lunch Prices 
$8.99 to $12.99 

 PIANO MUSIC LIVE 
FRIDAY

Open 7 Days Week for Lunch & Dinner  • Reservations Accepted

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville 276-638-4462

www.raniasrestaurant.com

Legal 2 col x 1-1/4”
0319 0326

RFP 2025-MNT-001
The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed pro-
posals from licensed contractors to install Tnemec Decorative Flake 
Floor System at Blue Ridge Elementary School, 5135 Ararat Highway, 
Ararat, VA 24053. Proposal drawings and specifications are available 
as a PDF file from the Maintenance Office at 117 Via Avenue, Stuart, 
VA 24171 or e-mail Chad Haynes at chad.haynes@patrick.k12.va.us. 
There will be a pre-bid meeting at the site on Thursday, March 27, 
2025, at 3:30 p.m. EST. Proposals are due by Friday, April 11, 2025: 
10:00 a.m. EST at the above listed address. 

Legal 2 col x 2”
0326 0402 0409 0416

ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. CWF24-257
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1;8.01-316,-317,20-104
PATRICK CIRCUIT COURT
101 WEST BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171
ESTATE OF JOHN WILLIAM ADKINS  v.  JOHN DOE
BONNIE LOU LAWSON;  UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
ADMINISTRATOR  JOHN WILLIAM ADKINS 
The object of this suit is to:
TO LOCATE ANY LAWFUL HEIRS OF JOHN WILLIAM ADKINS
It is ORDERED that ANY HEIR OF JOHN W. ADKINS CONTACT 
THE PLAINTIFF appear at the above-named court and protect his/her 
interests on or before APRIL 16, 2025

MARCH 21, 2025

LEGAL
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Input sought on proposed intersection improvement projects
Carroll County in conjunction with the Vir-

ginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
will hold a citizen information meeting to dis-
cuss two proposed intersection improvement 
projects. The meeting will be held on Thursday, 
April 3, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Carroll 
County Government Center located at 605 Pine 
Street in Hillsville.

The first project is at the intersection of U.S. 
58 (Carrollton Pike) and Virginia 620 (Coulson 
Church Road). The second project is at the in-
tersection of Virginia 100 (Sylvatus Highway) 
and Virginia 221 (Floyd Pike).

Carroll County has submitted these two 
proposed projects for funding to the Common-
wealth Transportation Board and the board 
will consider funding these projects in June. 
This meeting is being held to receive input be-
fore the projects are funded and developed. 

The proposed improvements at the intersec-
tion of U.S. 58 and Virginia 620 include an in-

novative design known as a Restricted Crossing 
U-turn (RCUT) which would redirect vehicles 
that currently turn left onto U.S.58 from Vir-
ginia 620 to make right turns and proceed to 
make a U-turn.

The proposed improvement at the intersec-
tion of Virginia 100 and Virginia 221 is con-
structing a single-lane roundabout.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal 
employment in all programs and activities in 
accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. For more information 
or special assistance to participate in this meet-
ing for persons with disabilities or limited En-
glish proficiency, contact VDOT’s Civil Rights 
Division at 540-387-5552 or TTY/TDD 711.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Meetings

Thursday, April 10
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Monday, April 14
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court room of 
the Patrick County Administration Building.

Wednesday, April 16
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m. 

in the Town Office.

Events

Friday, March 28
Wayside Community Church, 3520 Wayside 

Road, Stuart, will hold a night of music and fel-
lowship starting at 6:30 p.m. Music will be by 
The Gregory Family from Lynchburg and the 
guest speaker will be Orville Gregory. A light 
meal and refreshments will be served after the 
service.

Saturday, March 29
The Patrick County Democratic Party will 

meet at 11 a.m. in the Patrick County Library.

Stuart Baptist Church will hold an evening of 
bluegrass and southern gospel music performed 
by Whosoever, The Joyful Noise, and Four-
forOne starting at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 2
The DMV Connect Mobile Unit will be at the 

Patrick Henry Community College Site, 212 
Wood Brothers Dr., Stuart, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Closed for lunch 12:30 -1:30 p.m. This event is 
open to the public for driver transactions, with 
no appointment needed.

The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a Lunch & Learn at 12 p.m. in Room 
103 at the Patrick & Henry Community College 
(P&HCC) Stuart site. The workshop will focus 
on Succession Planning and it’s free. Registra-
tion is available at www.patrickchamber.com.

Friday, April 4
The community food truck will be at the Wool-

wine SRRS from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, April 5
Creasey’s Chapel will hold a BINGO! Games, 

Food, Prizes. Doors open at 4 p.m., bingo starts 
at 5 p.m. $25 for 20 cards, 10 door prize tickets 
and 1 coverall.

Ross Harbour Church’s annual estate/yard 
sale fundraiser, with all proceeds going to fund 
scholarships or other assistance for children in 
need. The outside sale starts at 7 a.m.; inside 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Free coffee and hotdogs.

Monday, April 7
The annual Patrick County Tourism Summit 

will be held at the Star Theatre. Registration is 
at 8: 30 a.m., and people should RSVP by March 
31. Lunch will be provided.

Thursday, April 10
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 

will meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at 
Rotary Field in Stuart. Entertainment will be 
provided by Herbert and Tina Conner. Chopped 
barbecue, slaw, buns and beverages will be 
provided for lunch. Attendees are requested to 
bring their favorite side dishes and desserts to 
share.  

Sunday, April 13
The Rockingham and Stokes County Genea-

logical Society meets at 2:30 p.m. in the McMi-
chael Meeting Room of the Madison-Mayodan 
Library, 611 Burton St., Madison, NC. Jeff Bul-
lins will be our speaker. The Board of Directors 
will meet at 1:30 p.m., before the regular meet-
ing.

Friday, April 18
The community food truck will be at Fairys-

tone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, April 19
Charity car wash by the Patrick County High 

School (PCHS) Senior Beta students at Advance 
Auto in Stuart, to raise money for PCHS stu-
dents traveling to the National Senior Beta 
convention and competition in Florida this sum-
mer. The rain date is Saturday, April 26.

Saturday, April 26
The Rockingham and Stokes County Genea-

logical Society’s Spring Swap Meet will be held 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Francisco Community 
Building/Volunteer Fire Department located on 
Highway 89 in Francisco, Stokes County, N.C. 
Free. Bring your family history information, 
family photographs, etc. to share. Printer avail-
able to print any “discoveries” for a nominal fee. 
Bring a covered dish. Authors or other histori-
cal or genealogical societies are invited to bring 
books to sell or set up an information table.

Tuesday, May 6
The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce 

will hold a Lunch & Learn at 12 p.m. at the Pat-
rick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) Stu-
art site. The workshop will focus on pre-venture 
planning for entrepreneurs and it’s free.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC is 

open Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. During opening hours an inside 
yard sale is open to the public. Proceeds from 
the yard sales are used to purchase supplies. 
Members meet on the first Monday of every 
month at 6 p.m. in the Alzheimer’s office, locat-
ed on Wood Brothers Drive, in the basement of 
Hills Tax Service. New members are welcome. 
For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Quilted Colors. For more information, call 
276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquilters@
gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month 
at the American Legion Post 105 at 7 p.m. Inter-
ested veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednesday, 
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. 
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or 
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The Willis Gap Community Center - members 
meeting, the first Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every 
Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. The mu-
sic and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies 
Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the month. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, music and dancing 
from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confi-
dential Medicaid/FAMIS application and renew-
al assistance for Virginia residents from birth 
to 64. No sign-up fees, no premiums, no deduct-
ibles. Medicaid renewals have resumed. Medic-
aid members need to keep their mailing address 
and contact information up to date. Connect 
Health + Wellness’ specially trained Medicaid/
FAMIS Outreach Advocate can provide more in-
formation. Call or text Ann Walker, (276) 732-
0509, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Patrick County Senior Citizens is sponsoring 
two upcoming trips — three-days, two-nights to 
Lancaster, Pa., June 18–20, and a one-day trip 
on August 2 is planned to NarroWay Dinner 
Theatre, Fort Mill, South Carolina. For more 
information, call (276) 694-3917.

Salem Church on Salem Road in Critz holds 
a community meal on the first Sunday of every 
month at 12:10 p.m. Call (276) 222-1069 with 
questions.
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Sales of Girl Scout Cookies 
end locally March 31

Girl Scout Cookies will soon 
be gone for the season. The Girl 
Scouts of Virginia Skyline Coun-
cil’s annual Girl Scout Cookie 
program wraps up on Sunday, 
March 31. So be sure to stock up 
on those Thin Mints, Samoas, 
Tagalongs, Do-si-dos, Lem-
on-Ups, Toffee-tastic, Trefoils, 
Adventurefuls, and Girl Scout 
S’mores (last year for this cook-
ie variety). (Or grab some extras 
to pop into the freezer until next 
January’s cookie season. Thin 
Mints freeze well and are a tasty 
summertime treat!)

Priced at just $6 per box, cook-
ie purchases support local Girl 

Scouts while customers walk 
away with a sweet treat as a 
“thank you!” Use the Cookie 
Finder on www.gsvsc.org/cookies 
to search for local booths.

Can’t eat them? Treat them! 
Customers can also donate cook-
ie purchases to assist communi-
ty partners through the council’s 
Cookies for a Cause. Donated 
cookies go to local military, nurs-
es, first responders and teachers 
within our local communities. 
Simply purchase a box (or more) 
to be gifted at the end of the sea-
son.

Cookie proceeds stay local to 
power life changing experiences 

for Girl Scouts year-round in-
cluding camp, travel, community 
service, higher awards, and more. 
As the community opens their fa-
vorite box of Girl Scout Cookies, 
they simultaneously open new 
doors for Girl Scouts to explore 
their leadership potential, build 
lifelong friendships, and make 
the world a better place.

Virginia Skyline Council cov-
ers 36 counties in Virginia with 
a footprint spanning the regions 

of Roanoke Valley, New River 
Valley, Alleghany Highlands, 
Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro, 
Harrisonburg/Rockburg, Charlot-
tesville, Lynchburg, Central Vir-
ginia, and Southside.

New Girl Scouts in grades K–12 
can start their journey to fun, 
friendship, and new experienc-
es by joining the world’s largest 
entrepreneurial organization for 
girls FOR FREE at any point in 
the year www.gsvsc.org/join. 

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Hugh Selection To Choose From

We Have What You Are 
Looking For!!

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE
1580 GREENSBORO ROAD

MARTINSVILLE, VA

276-632-1286
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Laurel Hill’s Many Ladies: Elizabeth 
Perkins Letcher Hairston

By Tom Perry
We often talk of the 

men who shaped Laurel 
Hill’s history, but lost is 
the impact that many 

women had on the his-
tory of the birthplace of 
James Ewell Brown “Jeb” 
Stuart. Seldom does one 
woman become the ma-
triarch of several fami-
lies, but that is not the 
case for Elizabeth Per-
kins Letcher Hairston. 

On November 20, 1778, 
William Letcher married 
Elizabeth Perkins and 
moved to Henry Coun-
ty, present day Ararat 
in Patrick County. Eliz-
abeth, born on May 13, 

1759, to Nicholas and 
Bethenia Hardin Per-
kins, grew up at Perkins 
Ferry in Halifax, now 
Pittsylvania County. 

The first Nicholas Per-
kins came to Virginia 
in 1641 and settled in 
Charles City County. His 
son, Nicholas, married 
Sarah Childress, lived in 
Henrico County, and pro-
duced a son, Constantine. 
He married Ann Pollard 
and lived in Goochland 
County. They were the 

great-grandparents of 
General Stuart. William 
and Elizabeth were both 
descended from Nicho-
las Perkins and Sarah 
Childress. Sarah Perkins 
married Thomas Hughes, 
and their daughter Han-
nah married Giles Letch-
er.

Elizabeth’s brother 
Peter Perkins married 
Agnes Wilson and built 
the historic home Ber-
ry Hill near Danville on 
land willed to him by his 
father. The home’s name 
comes from the many sol-
diers from both sides of 

the American Revolution 
who were believed to be 
buried on the property. 
Today, a large cemetery 
contains many prominent 
family members, includ-
ing J. E. B. Stuart’s sis-
ter, Columbia, who mar-
ried into the Hairston 
clan. 

On August 2, 1856, 
John Letcher, future Gov-
ernor of Virginia, wrote 
of William Letcher, “He 
chose for his residence 
a spot in the southwest 
corner of Patrick County, 
Virginia, called The Hol-
low. It derives its name 

� (See Laurel p. 13)

DAR demonstrates 
freeze-dried methods

Sheree Russo (left) explains to Betty Banks, Julie Brannon and Lucy Rudd how freeze-
dried foods are prepared and stored.

Willis Gap Open Jam draws 30 
musicians for a night of music 

By Mary Dellenback Hill
We had a massive open jam 

at Willis Gap Community Cen-
ter, with 30 musicians and sing-
ers. Two young men dropped in 
to play and sing. Elijah Smith, 
Mount Airy, N.C., on Mandolin 
and Levi Head, Mount Airy, N.C., 
on Guitar. They play with The 
Nunn Brothers. They were the hit 
of the night.  

We thank everyone who volun-

teers and visits us at The Willis 
Gap Community Center Open 
Jam every Friday Night. Last 
Tuesday Night is always the Gold-
en Oldies Open Jam. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. for food and drinks. 
Music and dancing from 6:30 un-
til 9 p.m. Always 50/50 drawing 
at about 8:15 pm. For more infor-
mation, contact Mary Dellenback 
Hill at (276) 251-4068, or email 
marhill196648@yahoo.com.

Daryl Atkins on guitar (left to right), singer Rita Kay, Elijah Smith on mandolin, and Levi 
Head on bass. (Photo by Mary Dellenback Hill, Representative for Dan River District Patrick 
County Tourism Council.)
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from the circular bend the mountains make around it. 
The Blue Ridge makes a semi-circular sweep halfway 
around it on the west and the Slate Mountain and 
Little Mountain on the east and south. The Ararat, 
with its waters as clear as crystal, and as swift as the 
arrow shot from the bow, traverse this whole valley 
from north to south and then empties into the Yadkin. 
On one of the gentle swelling hills, that lifts its head 
on the banks of this stream Mr. Letcher established 
his home.”

It is through the Perkins family that William and 
Elizabeth Letcher came to present-day Patrick Coun-
ty. John Marr married Susannah Perkins, sister of 
Elizabeth Perkins Letcher. Constantine Perkins mar-
ried John’s sister Agatha Marr. Marr’s sons had a 
business relationship with the Perkins Family. John 
Marr died in Henry County before 1797. Marr, a land 
speculator, acquired the land that is the Laurel Hill 
Farm in 1790 from John Dawson. Two years later, he 
owned over 3,000 acres in the county. 

The Perkins family connection stayed strong in the 
area. In 1801, Thomas Perkins bought a plantation in 
adjoining Surry County called Mount Airy. In 1819, 
Thomas’ son Constantine inherited Mount Airy along 
with land on present-day Main Street, where he built 
the first of many lodging establishments (most named 
Blue Ridge). The Perkins home, Mount Airy, was lo-
cated on high ground above the Ararat River between 
present-day Hamburg Street and Quaker Road in 
present-day Mount Airy, North Carolina. In 1780, 
Thomas Smith purchased 400 acres nearby for fifty 
shillings. The property contained a large granite out-
cropping. Today, it is the largest open-faced granite 
quarry in the world, and North Carolina Granite Cor-
poration operates it in Mount Airy, North Carolina.

Elizabeth and William Letcher left little documen-
tation except a list of possessions and the significant 
events in their lives. They grew corn and tobacco in 
the bottomland along the river. They held livestock, 
including twenty head of cattle, ten hogs, and five 
horses. There were nine slaves named David, Ben, 
Witt, Abraham, Dick, Look, Nunn, Randolph, and 
Craft. William Letcher’s estate inventory in the Hen-
ry County courthouse includes many household and 
farm items you would expect. These included saddle-
bags, rifles, three feather beds, and a looking glass.

On March 21, 1780, Elizabeth gave birth to her first 
child, Bethenia. This small child became the connec-
tion that led to her famous grandson’s birth at Laurel 

Hill over fifty years later. Bethenia’s daughter wrote 
of William Letcher then, “He had the promise of long 
years of happiness and usefulness and domestic felic-
ity, but a serpent lurked in his path, for whom he felt 
too great a contempt to take any precautions.” 

The clouds of war reached the home of William and 
Elizabeth Letcher that summer with tragic results in 
the form of Tories, those loyal to the British. John Ad-
ams said of the Tories, “A Tory here is the most despi-
cable animal in the creation. Spiders, toads, snakes 
are their only proper emblems.”

Oral tradition abounds today in Patrick County 
about the death of William Letcher. One version has 
Letcher shot from a nearby ridge while stepping onto 
his porch. Another has him shot through a window of 
his home by a coward lurking outside at night. The 
most romantic and accepted story tells that Letcher 
was in his fields on August 2, 1780, when a strang-
er came to the house and asked Elizabeth Perkins 
Letcher about her husband’s whereabouts. She re-
plied that he would return shortly and invited the vis-
itor to stay. When Letcher entered, the man identified 
himself as Nichols, a local Tory leader, and said, “I 
demand you in the name of His Majesty.” Letcher re-
plied, “What do you mean?” Nichols shot Letcher. The 
Tory fled the home leaving the dying Patriot in the 
arms of his wife, his last words reportedly being, “Hall 
is responsible for this.” Hall reportedly fled towards 
Kentucky, but Indians along the Holston River killed 
his entire family. 

Today, William Letcher rests in the bottomlands 
along the Ararat River in Patrick County’s oldest 
marked grave. His tombstone, placed by his daugh-
ter before she died in 1845, states the following. “In 
memory of William Letcher, who was assassinated in 
his own house in the bosom of his family by a Tory 
of the Revolution, on August 2, 1780, age about 30 
years. May the tear of sympathy fall upon the couch 
of the brave.”

Elizabeth and baby daughter Bethenia’s stories 
were only beginning. After the death of her husband, 
the family tradition holds that George Hairston led 
troops into The Hollow, captured Nichols (the sup-
posed assassin of William Letcher), gave him a drum-
head trial, and hung him. For years, the area went by 
the name Drumhead, including the letters written by 
J. E. B. Stuart. The author believes the Stuart family 
associated the area near William Letcher’s grave with 
the tradition that the murderers of the former, after 

capture, succumbed to execution by hanging after re-
ceiving the justice of a drumhead court martial. 

George Hairston carried Elizabeth Perkins Letcher 
and her baby, Bethenia, to the Hairston home, Mar-
rowbone, in Henry County. As this was a journey 
of several days with overnight stops and no chaper-
one, honor caused George to propose marriage to his 
friend’s wife rather than sully her reputation. George 
Hairston married Elizabeth Perkins Letcher on Jan-
uary 1, 1781. Family tradition states he gave her two 
Chickasaw ponies and a buckskin saddle heavily em-
broidered as a wedding gift. The newly married cou-
ple rode to their home at George Hairston’s house, 
Beaver Creek, just north of present-day Martinsville 
in Henry County, Virginia, with a groomsman carry-
ing baby Bethenia. 

George Hairston did not forget the friend he lost 
during the American Revolution, and family tradi-
tion points to his warm feelings for his stepdaughter, 
Bethenia Letcher. Exhaustive searches of multiple 
county land records in Virginia do not reveal owner-
ship by William Letcher of Laurel Hill. In 1790, John 
Marr purchased the 2,816 acre tract that included 
Laurel Hill and two years later conveyed 550 acres to 
William Letcher’s daughter, who was still a minor, for 
five hundred pounds. Marr and George Hairston were 
known to have a business relationship.

Elizabeth Perkins Letcher Hairston died on Janu-
ary 7, 1818. A few years before her death, a visiting 
officer met her and said she reminded him of Meg 
Merriless, a poem by John Keats.

Old Meg was brave as Margaret Queen
And tall as Amazon,
An old red blanket cloak she wore,
A chip-hat had she on.
God rest her aged bones somewhere –
She died full long agone! 
Elizabeth Perkins Letcher Hairston Genealogy 
Birth: May 13, 1759, Pittsylvania County, Virginia
Marriages
William Letcher 1750-1780 married 1778
George Hairston 1750–1827 married 1781
Elizabeth Perkins Letcher Hairston Death: Janu-

ary 26, 1818 (aged 59)
Henry County, Virginia, USA
Burial: Hairston Family Cemetery-Beaver Creek 

Plantation, Martinsville, Henry County, Virginia, 
USA

Children with William Letcher
Bethenia Letcher Pannill
1780–1845
Children with George Hairston
Robert Hairston
1783–1852
George R. “Old Rusty” Hairston Jr
1784–1863
Harden Hairston
1786–1862
Samuel Pannill Hairston
1788–1875
Peter Hairston
1796–1810
Constantine Hairston
1797–1816
John Adams Hairston
1799–1849
America Hairston Callaway
1801–1826
Marshall Hairston
1802–1882
Ruth Stovall Hairston Hairston
1804–1838

Laurel
(cont. from page 12)
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Thank You for reading The Enterprise
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Adams Grocery & Hardware 
6:30am - 8 pm Monday thru Saturday 
Follow us on.Facebook: /adamsgroceryandhardware.

4201 Stones Dairy Road  |  Bassett, VA  |  276-629-7001

Ferns & Blooming baskets  |  Vegetable & flower plants 

Seeds . Fertilizer. Lime . Tools. 

Greenhouse is Open
Norris

Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

RU’s Board of Visitors 
votes to set tuition, fees for 

upcoming academic year
In its March quarterly meetings, 

the Radford University Board of Visi-
tors voted unanimously to authorize a 
1.99% tuition increase for in-state un-
dergraduate students, a 4% increase for 
out-of-state undergraduate students, a 
4% increase for all graduate students 
and a mandatory comprehensive fee in-
crease of 6% for all full-time students 
for the 2025-26 academic year.

The tuition and fee increases apply 
to all Radford University locations and 
will allow the university to continue 
delivering high-quality experiences for 
all students within the framework of a 
sustainable long-term budgeting mod-
el.

For full-time, in-state undergrad-
uate students, the tuition increase is 
$170 and for out-of-state undergradu-
ates the increase is $846. For full-time 
graduate students, the in-state tuition 
increase is $390 and is $762 for out-of-
state students. The mandatory compre-
hensive fee increase is $234 for all full-
time students.

“For decades, Radford University 
has distinguished itself as an institu-
tion where students receive a stellar 
education, make lifelong connections 
and leave prepared for successful ca-
reers, all at a cost that is well within 
reach,” said rector Marquett Smith ‘85. 
“Affordability is a top priority at each 
of Virginia’s public higher education in-
stitutions. The board is confident that 
these rate changes meet that commit-
ment while positioning the university 
for continued excellence, long term. 
The board is deeply appreciative of Vice 
President Rob Hoover and his Division 
of Finance and Administration staff for 
the work they did in preparing us to 
make this important decision.”

This action allows Radford Univer-
sity to meet mandatory cost pressures 
and to fulfill specific strategic initia-
tives in the absence of permanent base 
funding from the state in the FY26 
budget proposal. The university is 
committed to delivering high-quality 
academic programs, supporting oper-
ational effectiveness, and focusing on 
student success and well-being, while 
remaining one of the most affordable 
universities in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.

In 2024-25, Radford offered the 
fourth-most affordable four-year, in-
state undergraduate total costs among 
Virginia public institutions at an av-
erage of $24,608, 16% less than the 
state’s average total cost. Total costs 
include tuition, room and board, and 
mandatory fees.

“I am confident that these changes 
will allow Radford University to con-
tinue providing both a high-quality 
and affordable student experience, 
while ensuring the long-term health 
of the institution,” said President Bret 
Danilowicz. “Our university has made 
remarkable strides to prove the value 
of the distinct Radford experience to 
prospective students and to our cur-
rently enrolled student body. The new 
freshman and transfer enrollment 
growth last fall, combined with the 
outstanding retention and graduation 
rates we experienced this spring, are 
indicators that continued investments 
made in our classroom and campus 
experience are positioning students to 
graduate and to launch successful ca-
reers and lives.”

Radford University has significantly 
enhanced its commitment to providing 
an affordable educational pathway for 
Virginians in recent years, offering a 
variety of financial assistance options 
for students.

The tuition increase for the 2025-26 
academic year will be covered by the 
Radford Tuition Promise. The Prom-
ise guarantees full coverage of tui-
tion costs for in-state undergraduate 
students (in-person) whose Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) is $100,000 or less 
and a Student Aid Index (SAI) of less 
than $15,000. In the current academ-
ic year, 2,292 undergraduate students 
have received Promise benefits. Rad-
ford also automatically considers both 
new freshmen and transfer students 
for merit-based scholarships.

Along with direct institutional sup-
port, the Radford University Founda-
tion awards over 1,000 donor-funded 
scholarships annually, expected to total 
more than $3.2 million in the 2025-26 
academic year. The recently completed 
TOGETHER Campaign, which raised 
a record-setting $106,693,338, created 
178 new scholarships.

Step into history at 160th 
battle anniversary events

There were several battles that took 
place in Virginia that were crucial to 
ending the Civil War. Sailor’s Creek 
Battlefield Historical and High Bridge 
Trail State Park are both holding 
events that showcase how the parks’ 
land was utilized in the past. 

Sailor’s Creek Battlefield State Park 
will commemorate the 160th battle 
anniversary on April 5 and two re-en-
actments are scheduled during the 
day along with an evening program 
that highlights the Hillsman House 
and its historic role during the war. 

“The day will be broken down into 
three parts so the guests can experi-
ence the different stages of the battle,” 
said Sailor’s Creek Battlefield State 
Park Manager David Gunnells. “In 
between the morning and afternoon 
demonstrations, guests are encour-
aged to interact with the historians as 
they share stories from the past and 
discuss the day-to-day reality of this 
time period. The evening program will 
provide a tour of the Hillsman House 
where guests can step into the past 
and experience the aftermath of the 
battle.” 

The event runs from 9 a.m. until 9 
p.m. and all programs are free to the 
public. It is encouraged for guests to 
bring lawn chairs and dress for rap-
idly changing weather. Refreshments 
will be available for purchase. Por-
tions of the program are self-guided 
and will include elevation changes, 
uneven terrain and walking several 

hundred yards. Please wear closed-toe 
shoes and dress comfortably. 

High Bridge Trail State Park will 
recognize the 160th battle anniversa-
ry with events on April 3, 5, 6 and 7. 
On April 3 the evening program will 
feature a panel of living historians 
who will discuss the decisions and 
personalities that shaped the end of 
the Civil War in Virginia. April 5 and 
6 will have programs during the day 
that allow guests to step back in time 
and experience the daily life of a sol-
dier. On the evening of April 6, guests 
will have the opportunity to experi-
ence a living history about two local 
soldiers in Farmville during the Ap-
pomattox campaign. On April 7 there 
will be a guided walk that follows the 
paths of Union and Confederate sol-
diers. The strategic importance of the 
High Bridge and the fight to control it 
will be discussed. 

“These events are truly important 
milestones in American history as we 
remember those who fought to protect 
the land that we enjoy today,” said 
High Bridge Trail State Park Manag-
er Daniel Jordan.  

The commemorations will take 
place rain or shine. There is a $5 
parking fee to enter High Bridge Trail 
State Park. 

For more information about the ac-
tivities during the day, visit the Sail-
or’s Creek State Park event web page 
and the High Bridge Trail State Park 
event web page. 

Reenactment at Sailor’s Creek Battlefield.
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To get in touch with us and request our premium cleaning services, contact us at  
(276) 647-7667 today and experience the Sarver Cleaning Services difference first-hand.

Get in touch with us today to discover the real difference that our consistent and  
high-quality cleaning services can make for your space!

We understand that every customer has different cleaning requirements,  
which is why our pricing structures are flexible and customized to meet each unique need. 

Sarver Cleaning Services
(276) 647-7667

Looking for a trustworthy and dependable cleaning 
service that can meet your specific requirements? 
Look no further than Sarver Cleaning Services!

Our team of highly skilled professionals is fully equipped to offer a comprehensive range 
of services for various industries, commercial spaces, residential areas, and medical  
facilities. With over two decades of outstanding service, we have established ourselves 
as a reputable name in numerous counties throughout Virginia and North Carolina.

• Residential Cleaning 
• Commercial Cleaning

 • New Construction 
Clean Up

• Medical Cleaning
• Flooring 

Our Services 

3720 Woolwine Hwy, Stuart, VA  |  (276) 694-3888

Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply, LLC 
Store Hours: Monday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM; Tuesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Wednesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM; Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Friday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM; Saturday 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM; Sunday Closed

STIHL SPRING SPECIALSSTIHL SPRING SPECIALS
SAVE UP TOSAVE UP TO  

$1000 
on select zero-turn mower models with  

0% financing up to 60 months; $30 off select  
gas trimmers; free battery with purchase of select 

battery trimmers and battery push mowers 
 (up to a $300 value depending on model).

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK  HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WOODSCOLDSTORAGE

Fresh 
Local Beef! 

Born & Raised 
in Woolwine
Ground Beef 
Starting at 

$6.99 lb 

SPRING CHICK ORDERSCall to inquire  as quantities  are limited.

An array of  

potting mixes, 

 fertilizers, lime, 

plants,  and seeds  

for gardens. 

Spring Home Improvement
2025
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Triangle Electric Corporation is a locally owned small 
business that has been serving Martinsville and Henry 

County and surrounding areas since 1965. We have 
always taken great pride in our workmanship and value 

that we can o�er our customers. Whether it’s a small 
residential service call or large industrial expansion, we 
strive to make every customer feel like family. Give us a 
call for your next electrical project and experience the 

Triangle Way!

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF SERVICE !

Triangle Electric Corporation
560 Bouldin Rd., Ridgeway, VA 24148

O�ce- (276)957-2281 -  Fax- (276)957-1049
www.triangleelectriccorp.com

 • Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Healthcare
• LED Lighting •Sports Lighting • Site Lighting • Design/Build

• High Voltage • Underground  • Bucket Truck / Line Truck 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Our Services: 

Our mission at Triangle Electric Corporation is to be recognized 
and appreciated as a quality provider of safe, e�cient, reliable, 
and cost-e�ective contractor of electric services. Our focus will 

always be to meet and exceed the needs of our customers.

OUR MISSION
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Budget-friendly ways to freshen 
up your home’s exterior

As any homeowner knows, ren-
ovation projects tend to cost a 
lot of money. The average cost 
of a home renovation is difficult 
to gauge, as such endeavors run 
the gamut from complex projects 
like a kitchen overhaul to simpler 
ones like painting a room inside a 
home. Indeed, the National Asso-
ciation of the Remodeling Indus-
try notes that scope is what drives 
the cost of a renovation project.

Though there might not be an 
“average cost” of a renovation 
project, homeowners can expect 
to spend thousands of dollars on 
projects that are not very small in 
scale. Navigating such an expense 
at a time when inflation remains 
high might be difficult for some 
homeowners looking to maintain 
the appearance of their home ex-
teriors. However, there are many 
budget-friendly ways homeowners 
can tend to the exterior of their 
properties.

· Power washing: Power wash-
ing won’t break the bank but it 
can revive the look of a home. 
Power washing removes dirt and 
grime from the siding of a home 
and a power washing can be used 
to clean porches, walkways and 
patios as well. Hardware chains 
like Home Depot and Lowes typ-
ically rent power washers, but 
homeowners who don’t want to 
do it themselves can hire a pro-
fessional for a few hundred dol-
lars, if not less. Power washing 
after winter can be a good idea, 
as the elements can take a toll on 
a home’s exterior. A good power 
washing before spring and sum-

mer entertaining season can thus 
give a home a fresh, clean look 
without breaking the bank.

· Furnished front porch: A fur-
nished front porch can serve as 
a welcome sign to neighbors and 
provide a great place to relax 
with a morning cup of coffee and 
a good book. Homeowners with 
a small porch won’t need to bust 
their budgets to upgrade their 
front porch furnishings. Some 
small chairs with bright cushions, 
a small table and a rug underfoot 
can revamp an entryway at low 
cost.

· Window box installation: In-
stalling window box planters 
is another cost-effective way to 
brighten up a home’s exterior. 
Homeowners can hang window 
boxes outside windows on the 
front of their homes and then fill 
them with brightly colored flow-
ers to add an inviting pop of color 
to their home exteriors. The ex-
perts at Better Homes & Gardens 
urge homeowners to take weight 
into consideration before buying 
window planters. Keep in mind 
that soil and developed plants can 
be heavy, so look for a sturdy box 
as well as one that has drainage 
holes.

· Replace hardware: Another 
simple way to freshen up a stale 
exterior is to replace hardware. 
Door knobs, knockers, house num-
bers, and even the mailbox can ap-
pear dated after a while. Replac-
ing these items is inexpensive and 
quick but can have a profound im-
pact on how the exterior of a home 
appears to residents and visitors.

Exterior renovations need not break the bank. Various simple and inexpensive tweaks can 
quickly revitalize the exterior of a home

Outdoor living: a natural prescription for better health
Few things can be as distract-

ing as a beautiful day. When the 
weather outside is welcoming, it 
can be hard to focus on indoor ac-
tivities, including work and tasks 
around the house. Though it’s not 
advisable to ignore responsibili-
ties at work and at home when the 
weather outside beckons, it can be 
beneficial to spend ample time in 
nature when circumstances allow.

People tend to flock to the great 
outdoors in spring, summer and 
fall, and some are even so devoted 
that they bundle up and head out-
side throughout winter. Whether 
they know it or not, people who 
love to spend time in nature are 
doing their mental and physical 
health a lot of good by embracing 
the great outdoors.

Mental health benefits
The National Alliance of Mental 

Illness notes that a growing body 
of research supports the idea that 
time in nature is good for men-
tal health. A 2015 study from re-
searchers at Stanford University 
found that people who walked in 
a natural area for 90 minutes ex-
hibited decreased activity in a re-
gion of the brain associated with 
depression compared to those who 
walked in high-traffic urban set-
tings.

The United Kingdom-based 
Mental Health Foundation also 
touts the mental health benefits 
of the great outdoors. According 
to the MHF, research shows that 
people who are connected with 
nature are more likely to report 
their lives are worthwhile than 
those with no such connectedness. 
In addition, the MHF notes time 
in nature has been shown to gen-
erate positive emotions, including 
calmness and joy, and promote 

greater creativity.
When seeking to capitalize on 

the mental health benefits of time 
in nature, people should know 
that where they spend time out-
doors matters. As the Stanford 
study indicated, time outside in 
high-traffic urban settings may 
not produce as profound an effect 
as time spent in natural settings, 
like forests, that tend to be more 
serene. People who live in cities or 
other densely populated areas can 

still benefit from time outdoors, 
but they might experience even 
greater health gains if they make 
consistent efforts to spend time in 
more natural settings.

Physical health benefits
The physical health benefits 

of time in nature are equally no-
table. Perhaps the most obvi-
ous physical benefit is related to 
physical activity. People tend to 
embrace physical activity when 
spending time in nature. Hiking, 
jogging, walking, nature-based 
recreational activities like kaya-
king, and playing sports like bas-
ketball or pickleball all involve 
physical activity, which can help 
people avoid the consequences 
of a sedentary lifestyle, such as 
an increased risk for chronic dis-
eases. More specifically, the New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation notes the 
physical health benefits of spend-
ing time outside include:

· A stronger immune system
· Lower blood pressure
· Increased energy levels
· Improved sleep
Each of those benefits contrib-

utes to greater overall health, 
making time outdoors among the 
more beneficial behaviors a per-
son can embrace.

There’s no shortage of benefits to spending time in nature. That’s something to keep in 
mind the next time welcoming weather beckons you to get some fresh air.
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Creating a peaceful backyard retreat
Backyards have undergone quite a transfor-

mation over the last decade-plus. The days when 
patios and decks were all a backyard living 
space had to offer are largely a thing of the past, 
as homeowners have realized just how valuable 
it can be to commit to a stunning backyard.

The real estate experts at Zillow estimate that 
homes with backyard features such as outdoor 
televisions, outdoor showers and outdoor kitch-
ens command 3.1 percent more than expected 
upon reaching the market. If 3.1 percent doesn’t 
sound like a lot, it actually equates to nearly 
$11,000 on a typical home. But there’s more to 
gain than money when converting a backyard 
space into a relaxing respite. Such spaces can 
provide a welcoming escape from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life, all the while giving home-
owners and residents a comfortable space to 
soak in the great outdoors. With that in mind, 
homeowners can take the following steps to es-
tablish a peaceful backyard retreat.

· Refresh the landscape. Even if your vision is 
centered on outdoor furniture and a space that 
accommodates movie nights under the stars, it’s 
still best to refresh the existing landscape if it 
needs a little upkeep. Overgrown trees, hedges 
and bushes can create the same cluttered vibe 
that dominates interior spaces overrun with 
items. If necessary, work with a local tree ser-
vice or landscape architect to trim, or even re-
move, trees and hedges that are crowding the 
backyard and making it feel claustrophobic or 
giving it an unkempt look. Aim for a landscape 
that affords a balance of sun and shade so the 
space is as comfortable as possible throughout 
the day.

· Set up multiple gathering spaces, if possible. 
Once a backyard retreat is established, every-
one who calls the property home might find the 
space hard to resist. Keep this in mind when 
planning the space and aim to set up multiple 
gathering spaces. An outdoor kitchen with a 
nearby dinner table can be a great space to en-

joy al fresco dining, but a separate area to read a 
book or watch a movie or ballgame can make the 
space more versatile. Some may want to relax 
away from the noise of the grill area, and mul-
tiple gathering spaces ensures there’s always a 
peaceful spot to unwind out back.

· Add a water feature. Running water has a 
way of calming the nerves, and that’s good to 
keep in mind when planning a backyard re-
treat. Water features run the gamut from gar-
den ponds to koi ponds to fountains to hot tubs. 
Homeowners can identify which feature best 
aligns with their idea of relaxation and then 
work with a landscape architect to ensure it’s 
installed in their backyard oasis.

· Don’t forget shade. Temperatures are rising 
in many areas of the globe, and that’s worth not-
ing when planning a backyard retreat. Even the 
most ardent sun worshippers likely won’t want 
to be exposed to the sun at all times when re-
laxing in their backyards. Strategically chosen 
means of providing shade can make spaces en-
joyable all day long. Consider umbrellas, gaze-
bos, pergolas, and even retractable awnings to 
cover patios and decks when the sun is at its 
highest each afternoon. If you plan to spend am-
ple time in the grass, make that more enjoyable 
by planting shade trees, which also can protect 
the grass from drought and make it more com-
fortable underfoot.

A relaxing backyard retreat can make for an ideal space to escape the hustle and bustle of daily life.

The basics of 
fertilizing a lawn

Spring marks the return of lawn 
and garden season. Lawns often 
bear the brunt of winter’s wrath, so 
spring is a great time to nurse them 
back to health, and fertilizing can 
be an essential component of that 
process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be intimi-
dating. An array of fertilizers, with 
each seemingly designed to address 
a different issue, can make home-
owners’ heads spin when visiting 
their local lawn and garden center. 
However, fertilizing is a very sim-
ple task that any homeowner can 
tackle. In fact, fears about fertiliz-
ing are often unfounded and can be 
overcome with some basic knowl-
edge of the process.

· Identify which type of grass is in 
the yard. The home improvement 
experts at HGTV note that turf-
grass is divided into two categories: 
cool-season grass and warm-season 
grass. A local lawn and garden cen-
ter can help homeowners identify 
which type of grass is in the yard, 
and this often depends on location. 
Fescue, bluegrass and perenni-
al ryegrass are some examples of 
cool-season grasses, while Bermu-
da, bahia, St. Augustine, and zoysia 
are considered warm-season grass-
es. Identifying which type of grass 
is in the lawn is important because 
that will indicate when to fertilize. 
Cool-season grasses are typically 
best fertilized in early spring, while 
warm-season lawns can benefit 
from an application just before es-

pecially warm temperatures arrive.
· Survey the lawn to identify 

which spreader to use. A small yard 
or a thriving lawn with only a few 
bald or unsightly patches may not 
need a full application of fertilizer. 
In such instances, a hand spreader 
can suffice. For larger lawns and ar-
eas, a broadcast spreader is the ide-
al option. Spreaders have multiple 
settings, and the fertilizer package 
will indicate which setting to utilize 
when using the product.

· Test the soil prior to purchas-
ing fertilizer. The lawn experts at 
Pennington® note that a simple soil 
test can reveal soil pH and phospho-
rus and potassium levels. Soil tests 
can be purchased at most home 
improvement stores and lawn and 
garden centers, and they can help 
homeowners determine which fer-
tilizer will most benefit their lawns.

· Water the lawn prior to fertiliz-
ing. The experts at Scotts® recom-
mend a good watering a few days 
prior to fertilizing a lawn. Such an 
approach ensures the soil is ready 
to accept the fertilizer once it’s ap-
plied.

· Follow the instructions careful-
ly. Detailed instructions are typ-
ically provided on fertilizer prod-
uct packaging. Once homeowners 
have identified and purchased the 
product they need, they can simply 
follow the instructions on the pack-
aging, including how and when to 
water after application, which can 
make fertilizing less intimidating.

Fertilizing in spring can help a lawn recover from the previous summer and winter, ensuring 
it’s lush and green when summer entertaining season arrives.

Tips to revitalize a 
garden this spring

Gardening is a rewarding hob-
by that pays a host of significant 
dividends. Many people love gar-
dening because it allows them to 
spend time outdoors, and that 
simple pleasure is indeed a no-
table benefit of working in a gar-
den. But the National Initiative 
for Consumer Horticulture notes 
that gardening provides a host 
of additional benefits, including 
helping people get sufficient lev-
els of exercise, reduce stress and 
improve mood.

With so much to gain from gar-
dening, it’s no wonder people look 
forward to getting their hands 
dirty in the garden each spring. 
As the weather warms up, consid-
er these tips to help bring a gar-
den back to life.

· Discard the dead weight. Win-
ter can take its toll on a garden, 
even in regions where the weath-
er between December and early 
spring is not especially harsh. 
Discard dead plants that have lin-
gered into spring and prune any 
perennials that need it. Branch-
es that fell during winter storms 
also should be removed at this 
point if they have not previously 
been discarded.

· Test the soil. Soil testing kits 
can be purchased at local gar-
den centers and home improve-
ment retailers. Such tests are 
inexpensive and can reveal if the 
soil needs to be amended to help 
plants thrive in the months to 
come.

· Mulch garden beds. Mulch-
ing benefits a garden by helping 
soil retain moisture and prevent-
ing the growth of weeds. Various 
garden experts note that mulch-
ing in spring can prevent weed 
seeds from germinating over the 
course of spring and summer. 
That means plants won’t have to 
fight with weeds for water when 
the temperature warms up. It 
also means gardeners won’t have 
to spend time pulling weeds this 
summer.

· Inspect your irrigation system. 
Homeowners with in-ground irri-
gation systems or above-ground 
systems that utilize a drip or 
soaker function can inspect the 
systems before plants begin to 
bloom. Damaged sprinkler heads 
or torn lines can deprive plants of 
water they will need to bloom and 
ultimately thrive once the weath-
er warms up.

· Tune up your tools. Garden-
ing tools have likely been sit-
ting around gathering dust since 
fall. Serious gardeners know 
that tools can be expensive, so it 
pays to protect that investment 
by maintaining the tools. Sharp-
ened pruners help make plants 
less vulnerable to infestation and 
infection. Well-maintained tools 
like shovels and hoes also make 
more demanding gardening jobs 
a little bit easier, so don’t forget 
to tune up your tools before the 
weather warms up.

It’s almost gardening season, which means gardeners can start on the necessary prep 
work to ensure their gardens grow in strong and beautiful this spring.

FOR MORE, VISIT:
THE ENTERPRISE AT WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

HENRY COUNTY ENTERPRISE AT WWW.HENRYCOUNTYENTERPRISE.COM



The Enterprise/Henry County Enterprise - March 2025  - B5

Everything You 
Need In 

One Convenient 
Location!

• Claimate Controlled • Indoor Units • Outdoor Drive Up Units
• Small & Large Sizes  • City Center Location • Tractor Trailer Access 

• Business & Commercial Sizes • Boxes & Moving Supplies 
• U-Haul Trucks • 24/7 Access • Keypad Security w/ Personal Pin Code

10 E. Market St., Martinsville, VA  
276-670-7867
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Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 

276-952-2800

Frontier Farm 
and Home 

Center, LLC 
2934 Jeb Stuart Highway

March 31 to April 5, 2025 

Spring Savings 
10% Off Outdoor Furniture

We have HardwareBuilding SuppliesFarm & FeedGarden & LandscapeOutdoor & FurnitureSheds, Barns, Cabins

At Sarver Properties, we believe that every client deserves the utmost care and attention throughout their real estate 
journey. That’s why all agents with Sarver Properties are handpicked for their exceptional qualities of integrity, com-
passion, and hard work. Our team is dedicated to going above and beyond to meet the unique needs and goals of each 
client, ensuring a smooth and successful real estate experience.

Buying, selling, or investing in real estate, Sarver Properties is here to guide you every step of the way.  We are proud 
to be your trusted partner in achieving your real estate dreams.

Experience the Sarver Properties difference and let us help you make your real estate aspirations a reality. 
Contact us today to embark on your journey to success! 

5006 Kings Mountain Road | Collinsville, VA 24078  |  www.sarverproperties.com
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