
Judge Ruth Williams and 
the Little White Cottage

By Joanne Hill
Special to The Enterprise
Once upon a time, a quaint white 

cottage on E. Blue Ridge Street was 
a welcoming sight for those entering 
Stuart. Times have changed—the 
street has changed, and the people 
have changed. The cottage remains, 
but it has deteriorated into a tum-
bledown shack, with a caved-in 
roof and a dismantled porch. The 
once meticulously groomed lawn, 
bordered with flowers, is now over-
grown with weeds and debris. The 
lovely roses, suitable for cutting, no 
longer exist to adorn the front porch 
railing but have been replaced with 
old boards and clutter. 

Known locally as the “Judge Ruth” 

curve, the bend in the road near the 
cottage was one that teens and oth-
ers navigated carefully—they had 
no desire to appear in court before 
the Honorable Judge Ruth Olive 
Williams, who lived there. Judge 
Williams is a legend in these parts, 
a remarkable woman whose path to 
the bench was far from ordinary.

When she was first appointed as 
a trial justice, she was one of only 
two female judges in Virginia. Her 
journey to being a judge was an un-
usual route. 

Williams grew up about five miles 
south of Stuart in the Five Forks 
community, attending small local 
schools until her family moved to 
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Board votes to cut ties 
with consulting firm 

By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Su-

pervisors voted unanimously to ter-
minate its contract with the Berk-
ley Group, LLC, at its Monday, 
March 24, meeting.

The Berkley Group is a local gov-
ernment consulting firm special-
izing in providing direct services 
such as community development 
and planning, capital project man-
agement, administration, and oth-
er local government concerns.

The county began contracting 
with the group last year to assist its 
Planning Commission in creating 
ordinances focused on solar power 
and tall structures.

According to Vice-Chairman An-
drew Overby, of the Dan River 
District, Berkley received $3,600 a 
month for its services.

County Administrator Beth 
Simms said the county can issue a 
30-day notice as it is currently in a 
month-to-month contract with the 
organization.

“We probably have to pay through 
April,” Simms said, “and then we 
can cancel it for May.”

Doug Perry, of the Smith River 
District, said he wanted to hear 
from the Planning Commission to 
ensure it had received all it needed 
from Berkley and was not current-
ly using the firm for any essential 

tasks.
“Do you want to try and use them 

to get through the current solar 
resolution stuff we have?” Simms 
asked Planning Commission Chair-
man Kurt Bozenmayer.

At the March 18 meeting, Boze-
nmayer said the commission ap-
proved a resolution to amend the 
comprehensive plan, which deter-
mined that commercial solar is not 
a conforming use within the county. 
That amendment will now go to the 
supervisors for approval.

“I think that pretty much wraps 
it up because Berkley Group indi-
cated that their next steps would be 
to revise the solar siting ordinance. 
I’m not so sure we need a solar sit-
ing ordinance if we’ve made the 

County Administrator Beth Simms discusses 
issues with the board. Patrick County Sheriff 
Dan Smith is seated behind.

ATF, state police help 
investigate Gregory Pallet blaze

By Staff Reports
Federal, state, and local authori-

ties are investigating a commercial 
structure fire that occurred at Greg-
ory Pallet and Lumber Company in 
Stuart, the most recent in a series 
of significant fires across Patrick 
County and surrounding areas.

According to Patrick County 

Sheriff Dan Smith, the fire at Greg-
ory Pallet was reported to the 911 
Communication Center at approx-
imately 1 a.m. on Friday, March 
28. Multiple fire departments from 
around the region responded to bat-
tle the blaze.

The fire destroyed numerous 

Local, state, and federal authorities are investigating the cause of a blaze at Gregory Pallet 
and Lumber Company. (Contributed)

Wood Brothers Racing 
celebrated for NASCAR legacy

Wood Brothers Racing, one of 
NASCAR’s most storied teams, was 
honored Sunday at Martinsville 
Speedway with a commendation 
from the Virginia House of Dele-
gates recognizing its decades-long 
success in the sport. House Reso-

lution No. 653, presented by Del. 
Wren Williams, R-Stuart, cele-
brates the team’s rich legacy, punc-
tuated by its 100th NASCAR Cup 
Series victory achieved by driver 
Harrison Burton at the Coke Zero 
Sugar 400 in Daytona on August 24.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, (center) presents a commendation from the Virginia House 
of Delegates, House Resolution No. 653, to members of the Wood Brothers Racing family 
and team at Martinsville Speedway on Sunday. The honor recognizes the team’s illustrious 
career in NASCAR, highlighted by its 100th Cup Series victory achieved by driver Harrison 
Burton at the Coke Zero Sugar 400 in Daytona on August 24.

Members of Wood Brothers Racing are pictured with Clay Campbell (far right), president of 
Martinsville Speedway. A logo honors the racing family’s 75 year legacy.

Judge Ruth Williams’ former home on E. Blue Ridge Street stands in disrepair, but 
perhaps one day it will be restored, with roses once again welcoming travelers to Stuart. 
(Contributed)

Stuart’s 10th annual Wine & 
Beer Fest moves to Star Theatre 

By Taylor Boyd
The Town of Stuart will hold its 

10th annual Wine & Beer Festival 
on Saturday, April 5, at the Star 
Theatre from 12-4 p.m. Admission 
is free.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons 
said there will be a $10 wine tast-
ing, which includes a free wine 
glass.

“Right now, there are four win-
eries that we know will be there—
Villa Appalachia, Wood Acres Fruit 
Wines, Childress Vineyard, and 
Daring Wine and Cider Company,” 
he said.

One Family Productions will also 
be onsite selling beer and other con-
cessions for those who aren’t wine 

enthusiasts.
While the event has typically 

been held at the Stuart Farmers’ 
Market, Simmons said it has often 
been plagued by bad weather, such 
as rain and heavy winds. As a re-
sult, the town decided to hold it at 
the Star Theatre.

“That’s also due to some ABC (Al-
coholic Beverage Control) permit-
ting issues. An ABC permit has to 
be tied to a particular address, so in 
pulling the ABC permit, it just sort 
of made sense to do it at the Star,” 
Simmons said. “That way, it’ll be 
climate-controlled, we’ll have plen-
ty of space where people can just 
enjoy themselves. Plus, I think it 

The 10th annual Wine & Beer Festival will be held on Saturday, April 5, at the Star Theatre. 
(Contributed photo)
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decision that our comprehensive plan is going 
to consider commercial solar a nonconforming 
use,” Bozenmayer said.

He added that it could be somewhat contra-
dictory to have Berkley develop a revision to 
the solar siting ordinance, noting that prudence 
dictates the county’s attorney should review 
the matter as well.

“So, we could be looking at another four-to-six-
month process here by the time we get through 
public hearings and all of these reviews. If the 
Board of Supervisors votes to accept that res-
olution and amend the comprehensive plan, 
then I think that the commercial solar issue is 
pretty much wrapped up at this time,” he said.

Perry asked for clarification whether the 
Planning Commission no longer needed Berk-
ley’s assistance.

While he believes Berkley has been helpful, 
Bozenmayer said he is not certain the county 
couldn’t have received adequate help from the 
West Piedmont Planning District Commission 
(WPPDC).

“We’ve been relying on those folks for a de-
cade or more, and to my knowledge, this whole 
solar issue was never brought to the attention 
of West Piedmont,” he said.

In other matters the board:
*Discussed the Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 

2025-2026 Budget. At the start of the discus-
sion, Simms summarized budget decisions 
made at the March 10 meeting. The board re-
versed its decision to cut financial advising ser-
vices from Davenport & Company, LLC.

Simms said the county received a letter from 
the Virginia School Board Association (VSBA) 
Financing Authority regarding debt it helped 
Patrick County renew a few years ago.

“It’s going to end up being $500,000 in sav-
ings. Keeping the financial advisor kind of in 
the know of what’s going on and having them 
consistently helping you, especially with the 
age of our infrastructure—our buildings are 40-
50 plus years old except for the jail, and if and 
when there comes a time when Patrick County 
has to look at borrowing again, or when we get 
a new reassessment and you need to do a new 
tax rate, it may be good to have those financial 
advisors that that’s all they look at all day ev-
ery day is local government financial advising. 
It’d be good to have them in the know of what’s 
going on in Patrick County,” she said.

After the last reassessment, Steve Marshall, 
of the Blue Ridge District, said the county needs 
competent advice to anticipate proper revenue 
levels to cover bills and expenses.

“I’d much rather cut the Berkley Group before 
we cut our financial advisor,” Chairman Jona-
than Wood, of the Peters Creek District, said.

Perry agreed with Marshall and Wood, stat-
ing that one significant issue the county has 
faced is public concern about its high tax rate.

“Well, that’s because our property value 

is so much lower. Then with the assessment, 
all that’s going to change. To be able to make 
that adjustment, that fair adjustment, so that 
things are balanced. I think that’s where they 
earn their money—things like that, maintain-
ing that balance,” Perry said.

An official proposal from Davenport was re-
quested, and Simms said it should be provided 
at the board’s next meeting.

“So we can see exactly what they do and can 
do for us,” Wood said.

*Reversed its decision to remove water cool-
ers. Instead, the board decided to use funds for 
water fountains equipped with filters and wa-
ter bottle fillers.

“I know it will be a higher one-time invest-
ment, but long-term it might save. Like the 
ones at the high school, they literally tell you 
how many bottles you saved by using that. I 
honestly think our students drink a lot more 
water just because they like to fill their water 
bottle up in that particular type of water foun-
tain,” Wood said.

*Discussed courthouse security improve-
ments. The board reviewed the request to re-
place the carpet in the county’s circuit court, 
use the unassigned fund balance for one-time 
capital improvement projects, and implement 
an access control system for court proceedings 
held on the third floor.

Simms said a representative from the De-
partment of Homeland Security was scheduled 
to evaluate the building to provide a more de-
finitive analysis of security needs.

Perry asked if the analysis is something that 
could potentially be expanded and done in 
multiple phases.

“You start out with the keycards and one en-
trance,” he said.

Simms said that was all that was request-
ed the first time. “That one point of entry and 
keycards, and then do the other buildings in 
future years,” she said.

Wood asked if that could limit access to some 
of the rooms in the Administration Building.

“What we’re really trying to do is create one 
point to and from, and be able to keep track of 
people coming in and out. That’s kind of the 
first step in all these things,” Simms said.

When he was picking up his child’s birth cer-
tificate in Rockingham County, North Caroli-
na, Wood said he had to walk in with his keys 
in one hand and his belt in the other.

“I don’t want us ever to go that far. I think 
we live in a fairly safe 
place. I don’t want 
a TSA (Transporta-
tion Security Admin-
istration) inspection 
to walk in here, but I 
agree we need to tight-
en it up in a few plac-
es. I think we need to 

look at that and I’m looking forward to what 
they have to say on that,” Wood said.

Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo River District, 
believes the county doesn’t need to be extreme. 
When he was at a security office in a larger city, 
Kendrick said he had to take off his shoes, his 
belt out, and hold his pants up.

“This is not a Homeland Security building,” 
he said. 

“It’s a service that they offer local govern-
ments that have soft target offices, which we 
do,” Simms said.

Kendrick asked Simms if she expected Home-
land Security to hold the county to its own stan-
dards.

“This isn’t a federal building. We don’t house 
a Department of Homeland Security here, but 
we do house court, and a Department of Health, 
and a DMV, and some things that are consid-
ered soft targets. Once we get the report back, 
the survey back, it would be up to you all to 
decide how or if to implement it,” Simms said, 
adding she’s just trying to get an outside per-
spective.

*Awarded Anthem the Health Insurance 
Contract for FY 2025-2026. The board approved 
fully insured coverage, with the county assum-
ing the full cost of the premium increase. The 
$200,000 increase was added to the county’s 
budget.

*Heard from Schools Superintendent Jason 
Wood About the School Division’s Budget.

By Rebecca Adcock 
I am partial to this quote about 

March. 
“March is a tomboy with tousled 

hair, a mischievous smile, mud on 
her shoes, and a laugh in her voice.” 
― Hal Borland. 

I have always been a tomboy, and 
March is when we can really start 
to be outside and play in the dirt. I 
hope you spend a little time playing 
outside. 

For the Chamber of Commerce, 
it was a month of blink, and you 
miss it. March came in like a lion 

and ran out like a cheetah. I was 
fortunate enough to be able to 
read to the preschoolers at Step, 
Inc. during Read Across America 
week. It was fun and a great way 
to share my love for reading and 
the importance of reading, which 
is why the Chamber continues to 
support the Dolly Parton Imagi-
nation Library for Patrick Coun-
ty. Along with our partners, Step, 
Inc., One Family Productions 
and Stuart Rotary, we are able to 
provide this program to residents 
of Patrick County.

The first of the month saw the 
chamber and Reynolds Home-

stead partner to present the Cot-
tage Industry Roundtable. This 
first of its kind event sought to 
bring together our many makers, 
bakers, doers, and others who run a 
business from their home and what 
resources the chamber, Reynolds 
Homestead and others can assist 
them with. It was a great day of en-
gagement, and we look forward to 
helping and watching these entities 
grow.

We were also excited to attend 
the ribbon cutting for the new 

Heavy Equipment Operator simu-
lators that have been installed at 
the P&HCC site in Stuart. These 
simulators teach students the ins 
and outs of operating all types of 
heavy equipment. With the current 
Highway 58 project and the newly 
announced Vesta section, students 
will have no trouble finding quality 
paying jobs after completion of the 
program.

The chamber, in partnership with 
the Stuart Farmers’ Market and 
Bull Mountain Arts, successfully 
hosted another indoor pop-up mar-
ket in March. These events help 
carry our market through the win-
ter and create excitement for when 
the farmers’ market does open for 
the season which will be April 18 
and 25 and the official opening May 
2.

The Patrick County magazine is 
at the printers and will be here in 
time for county April events. No 
matter how much we meet and 
plan, it always feels that it comes 
down to the wire with pulling the 
advertisements and content togeth-
er. Long hours go into the editing 
process. But like each issue, we 

are happy with the finished prod-
uct and hope everyone will be too. 
Thank you to everyone who adver-
tised in the magazine. It makes the 
magazine possible and provides the 
extra local taste of our county and 
surrounding area. 

The upcoming events the cham-
ber has planned are a Succession 
Planning on April 2 for businesses 
and organizations. The chamber 
has a strong sign-up listing and 
looks forward to helping these en-
tities transition their leadership 
while still serving our community. 
May 6 is the presentation Pre-Ven-
ture Planning for Entrepreneurs. 
This session will help individuals 
take their ideas for a business and 
map out the basics for getting it up 
and going. Growing and supporting 
new businesses in Patrick County 
is a vital part of our local economy. 

If you have any questions about 
our upcoming programs or county 
events, feel free to reach out to the 
chamber at www.patrickchamber.
com or call (276) 694-6012.

Adcock is the executive director 
of the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

dhall@theenterprise.net
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Nina is a mixed breed 
and has been at the shel-
ter for a long time. Nina 
is sweet and friendly, 
but it is stressful for her 
to watch as other dogs 
find their families. 

Grogu is new to the 
shelter and only 10 
months old. He loves 
people and kids, but 
best to a home without 
livestock. They are both 
so deserving of a loving 
home. 

Free spay/neuter and 
rabies vaccinations. Call 
the Patrick County Pub-
lic Animal Shelter at 
(276) 694-6259, visit the 
shelter or their Face-

book page, to find infor-
mation about these and 
other available pets in 
need of a forever home. 
Adoption fees are $10 
and include spay/neuter 
and rabies vaccination. 

The Blue Ridge An-
imal Welfare League 
provides pet food assis-
tance and information 
about low-cost spay/
neuter services; contact 
blueridgeawl@gmail.
com. We are also asking 
for live trap donations 
(have-a-heart type), 
even if they need some 
minor repairs.

Pets of the Week

Chamber Chat

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors approved terminating the month-to-month contract with Berkley Group, LLC, a 
consulting firm, at its March 24 meeting.
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structures, vehicles, and other 
equipment, burning an estimated 
10 acres.

Due to the scale of physical dam-
age and financial loss, the Federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives (ATF) and 
Virginia State Police are assisting 
the Patrick County Sheriff’s Office 
in investigating the cause and ori-
gin of the fire.

“We are forever grateful for our 
volunteers, both in our county and 
throughout the region, for their 
dedication and selflessness, and our 
thoughts and prayers are with the 
Gregory family and their employ-
ees,” Smith stated in a Friday after-
noon release.

Local departments battle ma-
jor fires amid heightened fire 
activity

The Patrick Springs Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to two 
significant fires within its district 
in March and assisted in containing 

a massive 250+ acre blaze in North 
Carolina.

South Mayo Drive Fire – March 
19

According to Patrick Springs Vol-
unteer Fire Department Assistant 
Chief Clint Weidhaas, the depart-
ment responded to a structure fire 
on South Mayo Drive on Wednes-
day, March 19, with 13 personnel 
and three apparatus.

The fire broke out in an aban-
doned home deep in the woods with 
limited access and spread to ap-
proximately five acres. The struc-
ture was a total loss.

Supporting agencies included 
Moorefield Store, CCDF, Patrick 
Henry, and Stuart volunteer fire 
departments, as well as the Virgin-
ia Department of Forestry (VDF), 
which deployed a fire plow.

“We had to quickly pull those hos-
es back and reengage those spots to 
knock it out because of the wind,” 
Weidhaas said, noting it took about 

3.5 hours to bring the fire under 
control.

No Business Mountain Fire – 
March 21

On Friday, March 21, Patrick 
Springs responded to a brush fire 
about 1.5 miles off Abram Penn 
Highway near the base of No Busi-
ness Mountain.

Weidhaas said the fire began 
when a homeowner using a bush hog 
struck a rock, causing a spark that 
ignited dry brush. The fire quickly 
spread to the woods and driven by 
high winds, began advancing to-
ward No Business Mountain.

Despite limited access and rough 
terrain, Patrick Springs crews, sup-
ported by Moorefield Store, Patrick 
Henry, and the VDF bulldozer, 
managed to cut off the head of the 
fire using an access road.

“There was an access road literal-
ly splitting the fire scene right down 
the middle, and we literally drove 
the brush truck with fire on both 

sides through the burned area,” 
Weidhaas said.

The roughly three-acre fire was 
contained within 40 minutes.

“These weren’t big fires in the 
grand scheme of what has been 
going on around us, but due to the 
undergrowth, terrain, and limited 
access, they were exhausting situa-
tions,” Weidhaas said.

North Carolina Wildfire Assis-
tance – March 22-23

Patrick Springs, along with Ar-
arat, CCDF, and Stuart volunteer 
fire departments, assisted with a 
sprawling 250+ acre fire in Rock-
ingham and Stokes counties in 
North Carolina.

“We had departments from Rock-
ingham, Guilford, Stokes, Surry, 
Henry, Patrick, and Forsyth coun-
ties responding with personnel and 
apparatus to help with the fire. Full 
containment was reached Sunday 
afternoon. It took over 24 hours to 
put out,” Weidhaas said.

Stuart in 1924, when she was 11. She 
later attended Stuart High School, 
graduating in 1930 as valedictorian.

Initially, she planned to follow in 
her mother’s footsteps and become a 
teacher, but she changed her mind 
and enrolled at National Business 
College in Roanoke, where she ex-
celled in stenographic skills.

Returning to Stuart in November 
1932, during the Great Depression, 
no jobs were available and she strug-
gled to find employment. She briefly 
worked for R.E. Woolwine, and attor-
ney Will Joyce recognized her excep-
tional shorthand skills and hired her 
to record proceedings and evidence for 
an upcoming trial in Patrick County 
Circuit Court. The case, involving the 
murder of local law officer Bunyon 
Sheppard in a stolen car incident, was 
of significant local importance. 

Since her reputation had become 
known as a responsible court reporter 
with superior Gregg shorthand skills, 
many courts in the area sought her 
services. 

In 1942, Judge John D. Hooker 
resigned as trial justice to join the 
U.S. Naval Reserve. Judge J. Turner 
Clement appointed Williams to fill the 
vacancy. When Hooker returned from 
military service, he resumed his role. 
During this time, Williams served 
as Clerk of the Court. She was later 

hired as a legal secretary at Hooker 
and Hooker, a prominent local law 
firm.

In 1948, when Judge Hooker left his 
trial justice appointment to become 
Commonwealth’s Attorney for Patrick 
County, Judge Kennon Whittle reap-
pointed Williams to the bench. She 
continued in that role as Judge of the 
Combined Courts until 1956, when 
she transitioned to Judge of Juvenile 
& Domestic Relations Court.

In 1969, she was appointed as the 
Judge of General District Court and 
continued in that position until her 
retirement at age 65 in 1978. She was 
one of the few judges in the state who 
served without the benefit of receiving 
a law degree; however, her experience 
as a court reporter, Clerk of Court, 
and legal secretary had well prepared 
her for her duties. She served with 
firmness, fairness, and compassion. 
She was regarded as being well in-
formed on the law and kept up with 
changes. 

When she first began as a trial jus-
tice, court was held on Saturdays, al-
lowing her time for her other duties 
during the week. In later years, she 
held traffic and criminal courts on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and heard 
civil matters on Wednesdays. 

Judge Williams’ life was not com-
pletely dominated by her career in 

the courts. Her influence extended 
beyond the courtroom. Williams was 
deeply involved in community activi-
ties, serving as:

• President of the J.E.B. Stuart 
Women’s Club

• Treasurer of the American Red 
Cross Chapter

• Member of the Patrick County 
Historical Society

• Active member of her church
However, she considered her most 

significant civic contribution to be 
fundraising for the R.J. Reynolds-Pat-
rick Memorial Hospital, which opened 
in December 1962.

“It was one of the greatest accom-
plishments in Patrick County,” she 
once said.

The hospital has since undergone 
many changes and is currently closed, 
though Braden Health is working to 
restore it to serve the county once 
again.

Williams also served at the state 
level, participating in Governor Mills 
E. Godwin Jr.’s Traffic Safety Study 

Committee and holding a position on 
the Executive Committee of the Asso-
ciation of Trial Justices of Virginia.

Williams was the daughter of James 
F. Williams, who was employed in 
road construction, and Marcella Bar-
nard Williams. She had two sisters: 
Marjorie, who married local orchard-
ist J. Carl Ayers, and Rachel, who 
lived with her in the white cottage 
on Blue Ridge Street, with the porch 
railing once surrounded by blooming 
roses.

Judge Ruth Olive Williams passed 
away on March 2, 1988.

Today, the cottage she once called 
home stands in disrepair, a shadow of 
its former self. But perhaps, one day, 
it will be restored—and the roses will 
bloom once more, welcoming travelers 
to Stuart on E. Blue Ridge Street.

(Sources: Patrick County Histori-
cal Society, Bassett Historical Soci-
ety, The Enterprise, The Martinsville 
Bulletin, personal history written 
by Judge Ruth O. Williams, Patrick 
County Heritage Book.)

makes it more of an intimate event.”
Simmons said the festival will 

feature house music rather than 
live bands, as in past years.

“The reason that we’re doing that 
is, especially when you get a lot of 
people in for a wine tasting, it al-
ways seems to happen that you get 
the band, do sound check, get every-
thing leveled, and then as soon as 
they start playing, people inevita-
bly start complaining about it being 
too loud. Because people ultimately 

want to be able to have conversa-
tions and talk and see their friends, 
so we’re just going to do house mu-
sic for this event,” he said.

Tony’s Pizza will provide conces-
sions and pizza, the Patrick County 
Alzheimer’s Association, LLC, will 
be selling cheese and chocolate-cov-
ered strawberries, and Henry’s Cof-
fee will also be selling concessions 
onsite.

For additional information, call 
(276) 694-3811 or (276) 692-7188.

Gubernatorial candidate 
visits Martinsville

Lt. Governor Winsome Earle-Sears, who is campaigning to serve as the next governor of 
Virginia, visited Martinsville over the weekend. Before participating in NASCAR activities 
on Saturday, she discussed her campaign and met supporters at Piedmont Arts Center.

Clayton Kendrick (second from left) representative of the Mayo River District of the Patrick 
County Board of Supervisors; his wife, Editha Kendrick (far left), was among those to meet 
Earle-Sears, who is pictured alongside Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart. (Contributed photos)
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Gregory Pallet and Lumber Company incurred substantial damage during a fire. The cause of the blaze is under investigation.
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Greenland: “A 
Security Black Hole”

As promised before 
the election, President 
Donald Trump com-
mitted to prioritizing 
the best interests of 
the United States by 
securing our homeland 
and combatting outside 
threats to our national 
security.

We have already seen 
important progress just 
months into Trump’s 
second term.

After a visit to Pan-
ama by Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio over 
concerns that Commu-
nist China exercised 
influence over the Pana-
ma Canal, Panama has 
initially accepted Amer-
ican overtures.

I discussed in a pre-
vious column that law-
makers from both par-
ties expressed concern 
over Chinese-linked 
ports operating in the 
Panama Canal and the 
threats that posed to the 
United States.

Ports owned by the 
Hong Kong-based but 
Chinese-linked CK 
Hutchison Holdings is 
supposed to  be sold to 
the American company 
BlackRock.

Additionally, Pan-
ama’s president an-
nounced his country’s 
withdrawal from Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, a project meant 
to connect China to 
the rest of the world 
through the develop-
ment of physical infra-
structure such as ports 
and railways.

We will need to be 
vigilant on this issue. 
Time will tell whether 
Panama’s assurances 
and early actions are 
real or merely window 
dressing.

The Trump Adminis-
tration is not just look-
ing south of our border 
to protect U.S. national 
security interests.

The Danish territory 
of Greenland is viewed 
as another national se-
curity concern.

American interest in 
Greenland, an island 
more than five times 
bigger than California 
and more than three 
times bigger than Tex-
as, dates back centuries.

Former Secretary of 
State William Seward, 

who helped facilitate 
the 1867 U.S. purchase 
of Alaska, remarked 
that acquiring Green-
land was “worthy of se-
rious consideration.”

Greenland was later 
an American protector-
ate in World War II. As a 
result of an agreement, 
America stationed forc-
es in Greenland to deter 
the aggressionist aims 
of Nazi Germany (who 
invaded and occupied 
Denmark).

In 1946, U.S. officials 
made a $100 million 
play to woo the Danes. 
Greenland, these of-
ficials believed, was a 
military necessity be-
cause of its location on 
the shortest polar route 
between Washington 
and Soviet Moscow.

While no deal materi-
alized, American troop 
presence on the island 
lasted.

The only U.S. mili-
tary base there today is 
the Pituffik Space Base. 
Pituffik is the Depart-
ment of Defense’s north-
ernmost installation.

However, more U.S. 
Arctic bases may be 
needed to prevent an 
emerging threat.

Russian activity in 
the Arctic is concerning. 
Russia tests its nuclear 
deterrent and hyperson-
ic missiles in the Arctic.

According to the In-
ternational Institute 
for Strategic Studies, 
Russia’s Arctic Circle 
bases outnumber North 
Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) instal-
lations by roughly 33 
percent.

The shortest path by 
air to North America 
for Russian missiles or 
bombers would be over 
the North Pole.

An American Iron 
Dome defense system, 
a concept promoted 
by Trump, to defend 
us from such missile 
attacks means that 

Greenland will play a 
critical role in our air 
defense capabilities.

Additionally, the wa-
ters between Greenland 
and the United King-
dom are the only way 
Russia’s northern-based 
naval fleet can access 
the Atlantic Ocean.

If a global conflict 
involving Russia were 
to arise, unfettered ac-
cess to the Atlantic and 
movement around the 
Arctic will be critical to 
Russia’s war strategy.

Given Greenland’s lo-
cation, additional U.S. 
military installations 
will strengthen surveil-
lance of Russian mili-
tary activity and deter 
aggression in the Arctic.

Russian encroach-
ment in the Arctic must 
be treated seriously. If 
not, we invite a national 
security disaster to our 
doorstep.

For years, Green-
land’s “security black 
hole” has frustrated ob-
servers and some secu-
rity officials. Denmark 
consistently failed, as 
acknowledged by their 
defense minister, to 
make adequate im-
provements to its de-
fense.

According to a 2021 
High North News arti-
cle, Denmark’s security 
of Greenland consisted 
of one aircraft, four he-
licopters and four ships!

Due to Trump’s 
Greenland concerns, 
Denmark is changing 
its policy.

This year, Denmark 
announced $2.5 billion 
to boost military pres-
ence in the region and 
will raise their defense 
spending to more than 
3% of gross domestic 
product.

While this is a wel-
come first step, future 
actions are needed.

For this reason, Vice 
President JD Vance’s 
travel to Pituffik is the 
latest development to 
illustrate our concerns 
about Greenland’s “se-
curity black hole.”

Given America’s sta-
tus as the greatest de-
fender of western civ-
ilization’s liberty and 
freedom, we strongly 
urge our allies in Den-
mark and Europe to 
heed American con-
cerns.

Rubio’s visit to Pan-
ama yielded initial div-
idends. Vance’s visit 
might bear even greater 
fruit.

In an era where the 
Arctic is of increasing 
strategic interest to our 
adversaries, I will con-
tinue to monitor the 
Greenland situation 
and support the Admin-
istration in warding off 
threats to American na-
tional security.

Call the Abingdon of-
fice at (276) 525-1405, 
the Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, or 
email by visiting www.
morgangriffith.house.
gov with questions or 
comments.
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Social Security is not a handout, it’s a promise
I am 72, and have been working 

since I was 17 years old. In my sev-
enth decade, I still work two part-
time jobs, because Social Security 
does not cover my expenses which 
include assisting family, in addi-
tion to keeping a roof over my head. 
Elon Musk’s assertion that S.S. is a 
“Ponzi Scheme” is ignorant and in-
sulting. Social Security isn’t a hand-
out—it’s a promise that millions of 

us Older Americans have paid into 
with every paycheck. This adminis-
tration is dismantling an essential 
program, closing offices, cutting 
hotlines, and spreading misinfor-
mation to justify these attacks. As 
elder citizens who have worked long 
and hard, we deserve dignity, not 
broken promises.

Christel Reges,
Stuart

Prices surge as public services and protections erode
Well, the price of eggs might be ten 

dollars a dozen one day, and gaso-
line prices are rising again too, but 
I’m not worried because President 
Trump is on the job. He told us he’d 
“deflate inflation” and even “kick the 
hell” out of it. If bird flu has forced 
poultry farms to destroy millions of 
chickens and could even be spreading 
to us humans, he and his crew will 
find a cure even if they have to fire 
every researcher at the National In-
stitutes of Health and the USDA to 
do it.

While most economists think 
Trump’s tariffs on goods from just 
about every country in the world will 
increase prices for many other things 
we buy too, what do they know? 

Secure borders? He’s working on 
that, even though some of those 
same economists say that deporting 
all those immigrants will likely raise 
prices on fruits, vegetables, meats, 
and the cost of constructing a home. 
I’m sure we can find good, true-blue 
Americans to do all those jobs at even 
lower wages.

Although Mr. Trump and DOGE 
are gutting federal agencies and fir-
ing employees - some say in defiance 
of laws requiring notice and giving 
reasons for termination, who real-
ly cares about those silly laws or all 
those families losing their breadwin-
ners? Hey, military veterans make up 
only about 30 percent of those danged 
“gov’ment” workers, so what’s the big 
deal? 

Worried about 80,000 workers at 
the Veterans Administration, its hos-
pitals, and its clinics being terminat-
ed? I’m sure my fellow veterans and 
I will tough it out - even though the 
suicide rate among us might go up a 

bit.
Concerned about your local Social 

Security office closing? Well, why 
have offices if you don’t have workers 
there to handle claims or problems 
you might have with your month-
ly check or with Medicare? Think of 
all the money government will save 
when people die before their cases 
ever get processed -

and the same goes for veterans’ 
claims. USAID closing causing deaths 
of innocent children? It’ll “decrease 
the surplus population,” according to 
Ebenezer Scrooge.

No need to worry about anyone 
investigating our hero or his friends 
because a bunch of ‘inspectors gen-
eral” who investigated fraud and 
waste and protected those pesky 
“whistleblowers” have been fired too. 
Banks are thrilled with the disband-
ing of the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau too.

You say that CFPB returned some 
$20 billion to consumers by doing its 
job? Well, who needs all that extra 
money we paid in credit card fees 
and bank service charges anyway? 
We sure don’t want our banks going 
bankrupt. 

Now, I’ve just heard that some 
dude that runs several big companies 
got $15.1 billion in contracts with the 
federal government over the past de-
cade.

I think his name is Pylon or Elon or 
something like that. The companies 
are “Space Y” and “Teslala” maybe, 
and he is the richest person in the 
world. Now, that might be something 
really worth investigating for fraud, 
waste, and abuse!

John Reynolds,
Critz

A welcome moment of unity 
on the Board of Supervisors

Kudos to the Patrick County Board 
of Supervisors for their seeming will-
ingness to put aside personal dis-
agreements and work in tandem for 
the good of the county as a whole, as 
was illustrated at the most recent 
meeting.

We know that local government is 
often messy and contentious, built 
on diverse perspectives, competing 
interests, and passionate advocacy. 
But in Patrick County, interactions 
among some board members have in 
the recent past gone beyond healthy 
debate, devolving into public and pri-
vate attacks that hinder progress and 
damage credibility.

The acrimony between some mem-
bers has become a recurring spec-
tacle at board meetings; some dis-
agreements are indicative of ongoing, 
deep-seated personal animosities 
that may affect the board’s ability to 
govern effectively. The bitterness has 
spilled over into public forums and 
social media.

Yet, despite this dysfunction, the 

board’s most recent meeting offered 
a glimmer of something vastly dif-
ferent: a willingness to collaborate. 
They came to agreements on several 
key issues and showed us that co-
operation remains possible when it 
matters most.

No one expects that the board will 
agree on every issue — nor should 
they. Healthy debate is essential to 
good governance. But the pattern of 
personal attacks and combative ex-
changes that carry over beyond meet-
ings undermines not only the board’s 
credibility but also the county’s con-
fidence.

The board’s most recent meeting 
showed a flicker of its potential to 
recognize its responsibility to engage 
in good faith, put personal grudg-
es aside, and strive toward common 
goals. The board functioned as a co-
hesive unit, all intent on serving the 
interests of Patrick County’s resi-
dents. 

It was a refreshing moment of uni-
ty. We appreciate it. 

Chamber to host Lunch and 
Learn on pre-venture planning

The Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce in partnership with Peo-
ple Inc., will present Pre-Venture 
Planning for Entrepreneurs. 

Justin Lewis, the Trainer and 
Technical Assistance Specialist at 
People Incorporated Financial Ser-
vices, is the scheduled speaker. 

This training is designed for as-
piring entrepreneurs who are in the 
early stages of developing a busi-
ness idea. Participants will learn 
key financial concepts, understand 
credit basics, assess the viability of 

their business idea, and navigate 
the initial steps of starting a busi-
ness. The session will also provide 
insights into local resources and 
funding opportunities available 
in Southwest Virginia. Through 
practical guidance and strategic 
planning, attendees will gain the 
knowledge and confidence to move 
forward with their entrepreneurial 
journey. 

Bring your lunch and learn the 
best practices for creating a busi-
ness from your idea.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Dorothy “Dot” Pruitt Spence Gammons
By Beverly Belcher Woody 
This week, we are remembering Dot Gammons, 

who was loved by many in Patrick County, but es-
pecially by family, friends, and neighbors in the 
Big A and Wayside communities. Dot was born on 
the 5th of June 1923 to William Tyson Pruitt and 
Pencie Jane Dunkley of Patrick County. Dot’s pa-
ternal grandparents were John Milton Pruitt and 
Mary Stephens Pruitt of Stewart’s Creek in Surry 
County, NC and her maternal grandparents were 
James Booker Dunkley and Rebecca Jane Beasley 
Dunkley who lived near Aaron’s Corner. 

Dot was the fourth of eleven children born to 
William and Pencie Jane Pruitt on their farm near 
Collinstown, in Stokes County, NC. The oldest child 
was Lois Emma, born in 1917; followed by James 
Milton, 1919; Walter Booker, 1921; Dorothy Jane 
“Dot”, 1923; Paul Lester, 1926; George Hassell, 
1928; Annie Arlene, 1930; Mary Magdalene, 1933; 
Ruby Inez, 1936; Harvey Lee, 1938; and Kenzie Ma-
rie, 1941. 

Dot married Charlie Frederick Spence on the 4th 
of October 1947 in Stuart, VA. The Honorable John 
S. Taylor, Circuit Court Clerk performed the cere-
mony. Charlie was the son of Simon Edgar Spence, 
a coal miner who was originally from Floyd County, 
VA and Gladys Williams, the daughter of Samuel 
Dickerson Williams and Emma Layman Williams 
of Stuart.  Just a couple of months before Dot and 
Charlie’s marriage, he had been honorably dis-
charged after serving with the 171st Evacuation 
Hospital Detachment V Corps Medical Department.

Dot and Charlie set up housekeeping in the Big 
Creek community of Stokes County, NC and the fol-
lowing year, their son Charlie Ray Spence was born 
on 17th of July 1948. In the 1950 United States 
Census, Charlie listed his occupation as furniture 
factory worker and Dot was a homemaker. On the 
7th of August 1951, their daughter, Addie Mae was 
born and less than a year later, tragedy struck. 

Charlie was swimming in the Dan River near the 
Union Roller Mill in Collinstown when he dived into 
the water and broke his neck. He was taken to the 
hospital in Winston-Salem where he died shortly 
after, he was 23 years old.  Charlie was survived 
by his wife, Dot, his two little children, his parents, 
and eleven brothers and sisters. He was laid to rest 
at the State Line Primitive Baptist Church Ceme-
tery. On a side note, the Union Roller Mill is now 
more commonly known as Jessup’s Mill. 

Dot would face another unimaginable tragedy in 
1954, when her little daughter, Addie Mae would 
die from encephalitis on the 30th of April. Little 
Addie had only been sick for three days when she 
passed away at Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro; 
she was 2 years, 8 months, and 23 days old. Little 
Addie was laid to rest near her father at the State 
Line cemetery in Westfield, NC. 

Dot married William Lee Gammons on the 1st of 
October 1954. John S. Taylor, Circuit Court Clerk 
performed this ceremony too. William, a farmer 
and logger, was the son of Grady and Sadie Hodge 
Gammons of the Big A community.  On June 21st 
of 1955, Dot and William’s first son, Grady William 
“G. W.” was born, followed by son Ronald James 
“Ronnie” on June 22, 1959. 

We lived near Dot and William on Big A School 
Road and some of my earliest memories are of Dot, 
including another tragedy for her and her family. 
In the summers, during the day, I stayed with an-
other fine Big A community family, Odell and Vera 
Hamm. I vividly remember the day when Vera got 
a phone call from Dot that William had been killed 
in a logging accident; it was the 24th of June 1974. 

Dot worked for many years as a seamstress at 

Bassett-Walker Knitting and as a nurse’s aide at 
R.J. Reynolds Patrick Memorial Hospital. Dot had a 
servant’s heart and would do anything to help any-
one. Dot’s granddaughter, Michele Spence Belcher, 
shared that Peggy Hamm Davis, the daughter of 
Vera and Odell, is trying to replicate Dot’s cake rec-
ipe. Peggy said that Dot would always bring preach-
er cookies or a cake when she came to help work in 
tobacco. My Mama, Shirlien Boyd Belcher, recalled 
Dot’s delicious sheet cakes. 

Dot endured so many unimaginable tragedies, 
but she never became bitter and treated everyone 
with love, acceptance, and kindness. On January 1, 
1994, Dot endured another unbearable loss when 
her former daughter in law, Lynn Dalton and her 
three grandchildren, Grady William Gammons II, 
age 16; Crystal Dawn Gammons, age 15; and Steph-
anie Cecile, age 12 all died in a house fire. I worked 
with Lynn at Pluma and remember her as a very 
kind and hard-working mother, working two jobs, 
who adored her children. On May 7th, 2004, Dot’s 
son, Grady William Gammons, died from injuries 
sustained in a motorcycle accident; he was 48 years 
old. 

I asked Dot’s granddaughters, Michele Spence 
Belcher and Angela Spence Owens to share some 
memories of their grandmother. Angela, “I have 
many fond memories of Granny Dot. The first thing 
that came to mind was her living in the little house 
with no water for years before she went to Cotton 
Mill. Then walking with her to Idell’s (Mrs. Foster 
Hall) house almost every day. Her walking us to 
the bus stop at the intersection of Big A and Poplar 
Drive where Daddy and Berkley had built a little 
shed for us to wait in. There are way too many more 
to mention, but they all bring a smile to my face. 
Even the hard times because they shaped the kind, 
loving soul she was.”

Michele shared these memories, “I’m trying to 
remember how old she was when she got her first 
doll. She was older and it burned in a house fire. 
There are so many great memories, it’s hard to 
know where to start. Homemade cookies and cakes. 
Almost always other kids around. She left me her 
wedding ring that my daddy’s daddy (my grandpa 
Spence) gave her. The handwritten note is precious. 
My last memory of her is sitting by her bedside 
holding her hand as she slowly took her last breath. 
Yes, it hurts my heart, but I know she is in a much 
better place. She was always a giving person.” 

Michele also has Dot’s diary from 1945. Dot often 
wrote about walking to the store with her siblings, 
not buying anything, but always saying they had 
fun. I asked Dot’s sister, Kenzie to what store was 
Dot referring. She said it was Andrew Padgett’s 
store, which was next to the community building 

in Dry Pond. 
As a testimony of Dot’s unending love for every-

one, a young man’s obituary (who passed away this 
year) listed Dot as “like a grandmother,” of family 
who predeceased him.  

Dot’s baby sister, Kenzie Penland, shared the 
following memories, “Dot was just like a second 
Mother to Harvey and I and we looked up to her! 
We loved to go to yard sales and just get out and 
ride around! She was always there for me no matter 
what. I would go spend the weekend with her and 
we just loved being around each other.”

I asked Harvey Pruitt, (Dot’s brother) about the 
house fire. He said that he was fourteen years old 
when their home burned to the ground, and they 
lost everything. I also asked Harvey about the 1930 
census where his father listed the value of their 
home as a ½ crop. He said that his dad raised to-
bacco on his land and another neighbor’s land as a 
sharecropper. 

In later years, Dot lived at the Cotton Mill Apart-
ments in Stuart. After Dot became unable to stay 
alone, she moved to Blue Ridge Nursing Home. 
Harvey visited her every day of the week except for 
Sundays. Dot looked forward to visits from her lit-
tle brother who used to cry after her when he was 
a toddler. Dot passed away on the 28th of Febru-
ary 2006 and was laid to rest between her two hus-
bands, Charlie and William at State Line Primitive 
Baptist Church Cemetery.  

Thank you so much to Harvey Pruitt, Ken-
zie Pruitt Penland, Randy Pruitt, Michele Spen-
ce Belcher, and Angela Spence Owens for shar-
ing memories about precious Dot. Woody may be 
reached at rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com or (276) 
692-9626. 

Dot Gammons (Courtesy of Randy Pruitt)

William and Pencie Dunkley Pruitt (Courtesy of Michele 
Belcher)

Dot Gammons and grandchild (Courtesy of Angela Owens)

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm of 
the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Can My Wife and I get Spouse 
Benefits from each other?

 Dear Rusty: My wife and I are currently collect-
ing Social Security. We both started receiving SS at 
62 years old. That said, we get by on a tight budget. 

A retired friend told us about an option which 
allows a spouse to collect half (1/2) of the other 
spouse’s SS monthly income. My question has two 
parts: 1. Can we both collect on each other’s SS? 
And 2. Are there any pitfalls? Signed: Seeking an 
Increase

  Dear Seeking: Well, I’m afraid spousal benefits 
aren’t quite that simple. One spouse may be eligi-
ble for additional benefits from the other, but only 
if that spouse’s personal Social Security retirement 
benefit at their full retirement age (FRA) is less 
than half (50%) of the other spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment. Note that for spouse benefits, FRA amounts 

are used regardless of when you actually claim ben-
efits. Full retirement age for both you and your wife 
is 66, so that means that if you both claimed at 62 
your FRA entitlements were higher – about 25% 
more - than you are both currently receiving.  

Since you applied for benefits some time ago at 
about the same age, one way to estimate if one of you 
may be entitled to an additional amount as a spouse 
is to evaluate your current monthly amounts. If ei-
ther of you are getting a benefit which is less than 
half of the other’s amount, it’s possible that the one 
with the lower benefit may be entitled to more as 
a spouse. And note, only one spouse is eligible for 
benefits – you cannot both get spouse benefits from 
each other.  

Another way to explore this is for the spouse 
with the lowest monthly Social Security benefit to 
contact Social Security at 1.800.772.1213 to ask if 
spouse benefits are available. Noting that contact-
ing SS these days can be a time-consuming pro-
cess, yet another way is for you to provide us (the 

AMAC Foundation’s SS Advisory Service) with both 
of your current monthly SS benefit amounts (before 
any deductions) and the exact ages when each of 
you claimed. Using that information, we can do the 
math to see if either of you might be entitled to more 
as a spouse. But, in the end, only the spouse with 
the lower benefit may be eligible, and then, only 
if their FRA entitlement (not their actual current 
amount) is less than 50% of the other spouse’s FRA 
entitlement.  

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Enrollment open for year-long high 
school peer leadership experience

Enrollment opened on Tuesday, April 1, for the 
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority’s 
(ABC) Youth Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention 
Project (YADAPP).

YADAPP is a unique peer leadership opportuni-
ty fostering healthy communities and the preven-
tion of substance use. The annual program begins 
with a kick-off conference which will be held July 
14-18 at Christopher Newport University in New-
port News. Participation requires the registration 
of a team of four high school students (including 
rising ninth graders) and one adult sponsor.

During the conference, students attend topical 
workshops facilitated by peer leaders, hear from 
well-known motivational speakers and learn lead-
ership and prevention best practices to develop a 
Strategies To Act Now (STAN) Plan addressing 
substance use among their peers. Teams compete 

for $250 mini grants to use as seed money and 
returning teams compete for the $500 Wheeler 
Award to sustain their continued prevention ef-
forts.

“Peer-led substance use prevention is a proven 
effective path for empowering young leaders to 
take a stand to create positive change and promote 
the culture of healthy behaviors among youth in 
the commonwealth,” said Virginia ABC Youth Ed-
ucation and Prevention Coordinator Wyatt Ander-
son. “Given some of the troubling influences and 
viral pressures on youth in recent years, YADAPP 
offers timely tools specifically created to help stu-
dents make smart choices and use their natural 
strengths to make a difference.”

Early enrollment opens April 1 and offers a dis-
counted enrollment rate of $500 per team through 
April 30. The price will increase to $600 per team 

until the June 1 enrollment deadline. The fee in-
cludes conference materials, lodging and meals, as 
well as year-long coaching and support for adult 
sponsors as they aid their team in implementing 
its STAN Plan throughout the school year.

Adult sponsors participate in a separate track 
throughout the conference and receive resources 
and training on topics that will help them support 
their team. Adult sponsors are eligible for continu-
ing education units and professional development 
hours. Law enforcement officers are eligible for 
partial in-service credits through the Department 
of Criminal Justice Services.

Since its inception in 1984, YADAPP has impact-
ed approximately 450 different high schools and 
community organizations and more than 12,000 
students. For more information and to enroll, visit 
the YADAPP website, https://www.yadapp.com/.
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JV Baseball 
Wins at Home

By Ashlee Mullis
The JV Baseball 

Team opened the sea-
son on Monday March 
24. The Cougars de-
feated Bassett at 
home 11-1 in a 6-in-
ning run rule game. 
PC had a big 2nd in-
ning, scoring 6 on the 
Bengals. 

Caleb Vaughn had 2 
hits and 2 RBIs. Jax-
on Handy had one hit 
and 3 RBIs. Ethan 

Errichetti had 1 hit 
and 2 RBIs. Brae-
don Hylton added 1 
hit and 2 runs. Noah 
Caine went 2 and 2/3 
innings on the mound 
allowing 1 hit, no 
runs and struck out 
6. Handy went 2 in-
nings, allowing 1 hit, 
no earned runs, and 
striking out 3. Reid 
Corns threw 1 and 1/3 
innings striking out 1.

SPORTS
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Baseball Opens 
with Close Win

By Ashlee Mullis
The Varsity Baseball 

Team opened the sea-
son with a 6-5 win over 
Bassett on the road, 
Monday, March 24. 
Gavin Fain earned the 
win on the mound go-
ing 4 innings, giving up 
2 runs on 5 strikeouts, 
and walking 2. Calvin 

Lancaster threw 2 in-
nings, and Christian 
Hylton picked up the 
save, throwing the 7th 
inning. Jackson Hor-
ton had the big hit for 
the Cougars in the 3rd, 
driving in 2 runs. The 
Cougars had 7 stolen 
bases on the day, 3 by 
Jackson Callahan.

Gavin Fain pitches in the win against Bassett.

Cougar Baseball 
Gets Two Home Wins

By Ashlee Mullis
The Varsity Cougar 

Baseball Team got 
a 7-5 win over Dan 
River on Wednesday, 
March 26. Christian 
Hylton had an excel-
lent 1st start on the 
mound, going 4 in-
nings, allowing 3 runs 
on 4 hits, striking out 7 
and walking 4. Jaiden 
Wilson picked up the 
win in relief and Noah 
Jessup had a perfect, 
2-inning save. Jack-
son Horton led the of-
fense with 3 runs, and 
Zach Holt crossed the 
plate 3 times in the 
win. Friday, March 28, 

the Cougars defeat-
ed Martinsville 14-0. 
Zach Holt earned his 
1st win on the mound 
going 3 perfect in-
nings with 7 strike-
outs, no walks, and 
no hits.  Calvin Lan-
caster threw a clean 
4th and 5th inning to 
combine with Holt on 
a no-hitter. The Cou-
gars were led at the 
plate by Easton Har-
ris who was 2-3 with 
2 RBIs, and 2 runs. 
Gavin Fain went 2-2 
with 2 RBIs. Jackson 
Horton had 2 RBIs, 
and Will Heath scored 
three runs.

Noah Jessup catches the fly ball to end the inning.

Fishing team members earn top honors
The Patrick County High School Fishing 

Team got a break in the weather with no 
wind and rain and competed in their fourth 
qualifying tournament on Sunday, March 
23, at Philpott Lake against area high 
schools.  

Congratulations to Evan Eastridge and 
Wesley Kruse in the Junior Division for 
their First Place Win. Competing in the 
Junior State Championship on May 17 and 
18 for Patrick County High School will be: 
Evan Eastridge and Wesley Kruse; Camer-
on Redd and Parker Jones; Kipton Vipper-
man and Trenton Miller.   Evan Eastridge and Wesley Kruse

JV Baseball Defeats Martinsville
By Ashlee Mullis
The Cougars defeated Martinsville, 16-

1, in a 3-inning run rule game on Friday, 
March 28. 

PC scored 5 runs in 1st, 5 runs in the 
2nd, and 6 runs in 3rd. Caleb Vaughn had 2 
hits, 1 RBI, and scored 3 runs. Mason Cas-
sell had 1 hit and 3RBIs. Anderson Brim 
had 1 hit and 3 RBIs. Brim went 2 innings 
on the mound, striking out 4 and allowing 
1 run. Cassell threw 1 inning allowing no 
runs and striking out 2. 

Anderson Brim pitched for the win.

JV Baseball 
Gets Road Win

By Ashlee Mullis
The Cougar JV Base-

ball team traveled to 
Dan River on Wednes-
day, March 26, getting 
a 12-1 win in a 6-in-
ning run rule game 
against the Wildcats. 
Patrick County put a 
run on the board every 
inning. Mark Register 
was overpowering on 
the mound, going 4 1/3 
innings, striking out 10 

and allowing 0 earned 
runs. Jaxon Handy 
went 1 inning, striking 
out 2 and allowing 0 
runs. Noah Caine was 
on fire at the plate, 
putting up 3 hits, 6 
RBIs (single, double, 
triple), and walking 
once. Ethan Errichetti 
had 2 hits and 2 RBIs. 
Jayden Corns and An-
derson Brim had 2 hits 
each.

Mark Register gets the win for the Cougars.

Lady Cougar 
Softball Opens 

Season with Wins

By Ashlee Mullis
The Lady Cougar 

Varsity Softball Team 
traveled to Bassett 
on Monday, March 
24, getting a 20-2 win 
over the Lady Ben-
gals.  Journey Moore 
had a big night, pitch-
ing 6 innings and 
striking out 9. Moore 
had 4 hits, 6 RBIs, a 
triple, and a homer-
un. Jenna Woods had 
a homerun and went 4 
for 5 on the night. 

Taylor Lawless had 

3 hits and Hayden 
Lawless and Lilly Ha-
zelwood each had 2 
doubles. Wednesday, 
March 26, the Cou-
gars had a big win at 
home defeating Dan 
River 3 to 0. Woods 
pitched a great game, 
going all 7 innings 
with 5 strikeouts. 
Hazelwood had 2 hits 
with a triple, Hayden 
Lawless had 2 RBIs, 
and Taylor Lawless 
had one. Woods had 2 
hits.

Journey Moore pitches for PCHS.

PCHS Fishing Team

Members of the Patrick County High School (PCHS) Fishing Team are shown. (Left to right, front row) Trenton Miller, Kipton 
Vipperman, Cameron Redd, Parker Jones, Caleb Howell. (Second row) Jazmyne Reynolds, Chace Handy, Carter Gregory, 
Jonah Shockley, Asher Perry, Wesley Kruse. (Third row) Kade Williams, Antwain Mitchell, Tripp Thompson, Evan Havens, 
Ben Wood, Eli Wood, Jake Bryant. (Fourth row) Josiah Easter, Colton Wood, Will Heath, Caleb Geiger, Jacob Spencer, Evan 
Wood and Parker Roop. 
Not pictured: Hunter Heath, Chance Corns, Evan Eastridge, Jameson Lawson.

�(Sports cont. on p. 14)
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Supervisors to help volunteer squad with ambulance 
purchase

The Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors appropriated $236,320 for the pur-
chase of a 2021 Wheeled Coach/Ford 
F450 ambulance for the Ridgeway Dis-
trict Volunteer Rescue Squad during 
its March 25 meeting. The funding in-
cludes a lien on the vehicle.

Garrett Dillard, of the Iriswood Dis-
trict, cast the only dissenting vote. 

Travis Pruitt, of the Ridgeway Dis-
trict, abstained, as he previously served 
as the squad’s president.

The rescue squad, which has served 
the community for nearly 50 years, 
is facing a decline in volunteerism, a 
trend seen across Virginia, according 
to Squad President Sidney McClure.

“We have a small but mighty force in 
our squad. We service two of the biggest 
events that Martinsville-Henry County 
has to offer our community and to tour-
ists, and that is Martinsville Speedway 
and Rooster Walk,” McClure said.

He emphasized that multiple am-
bulances are needed to cover such 
large-scale events in case of emergen-
cies. Outside of those events, McClure 
estimates the truck is used about five 
times per month.

“That is our best truck, so most times 
our volunteers, if they come and run, 
they’re going to get on that truck,” he 
said.

Ridgeway District Volunteer Rescue 
Squad President Sidney McClure speaks 
at the March 25 Henry County Board of 
Supervisors meeting.

Rawls escorted from Martinsville council meeting 
after tense exchange

Council member and former Vice 
Mayor Aaron Rawls was escorted from 
the March 25 Martinsville City Coun-
cil meeting and the municipal building 
after a tense exchange with Mayor LC 
Jones.

During his comments near the end 
of the meeting, Rawls referred to an 
unsigned document shared with him 
during the meeting, and added it was 
written by “a coward. I have seen quite 
a bit of cowardly behavior. People post-
ing on social media in the dead of night, 
lying on people, no hesitation, where 
somebody else can’t respond,” yet they 
“can’t put down the bottle long enough 
to form a sentence coherently. I’ve had 
enough of it. I don’t know if I’m sitting 
a good example,” Rawls said, as some 
in the crowd responded, “you’re not.”

“Good. With you all saying that, I 
know I’m doing the right thing,” Rawls 
said. “People who voted for people who 
strangle women — get outta here with 
trying to judge me morally.”

A “lack of leadership has been a 
root problem in this community for a 
very long time. It’s not a backhand-
ed sleight to this council. It’s been a 
problem in this community way before 
this council. We feel everything harder 
than most communities because of our 
lack of leadership. So, when the cost of 
living rises, it rises harder and more 
harshly here,” Rawls said.

“That’s a function of us not having 
the leadership to mitigate that. We 
have end-of-life infrastructure with 
no money or no plan to replace it,” he 
said. “We have utterly preventable 
health and hazard issues in this (mu-
nicipal) building, where we have to 
move people out, get leases, pay attor-
neys to help us.

“I only cite this as examples of what 
lack of leadership costs us because 
it’s coming out of your pockets with-
in these next few months, and it’ll be 
coming out of your pockets for years to 
come,” Rawls said. 

“I really want to get to one of our 
ugliest issues head-on. A bunch of you 
guys got called in advance, and I can 
guess what they told you. ‘Hey, we 
have some big old race issue and you’re 
all being threatened by it. We need you 
here to support us,’” he said. 

Residents were likely not told their 
taxes would increase, “your utilities 
are going up and now we’re talking 
about raising executive pay with your 
money. Raise the pay for somebody 
who’s making almost $200,000 a year 
in the City of Martinsville,” Rawls 
said.

The council recently decided to al-
low Jones to negotiate the pay of City 
Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, 
up to a pre-approved amount.

According to information on the 
city’s website, Ferrell-Benavides is 
paid a salary of $183,855. She is ineli-
gible for overtime pay.

Jones tried to gavel the meeting 
back to order and said, “Fall in order, 
sir. … I ain’t going to tell you again. 
Fall in order.”

“What was that?” Rawls asked.
“Fall in order,” Jones replied.
“I don’t even know what you’re say-

ing,” Rawls said.
“You’re making personal attacks,” 

Jones said. “Fall. In. Order. You.” He 
added, “Your time is up. We’re going 
to move on.”

A police officer then proceeded to es-
cort Rawls from the meeting and the 
building.

A police officer prepared to escort Martinsville City Council member Aaron Rawls from the 
dais at Tuesday’s meeting. (Courtesy of STAR NEWS)

Auto repair shop rezoning sparks debate, receives 
board approval

The Henry County Board of Super-
visors approved a contentious rezon-
ing request in the Reed Creek District 
during its March 25 meeting, allowing 
a 0.19-acre property to be rezoned from 
Agricultural District (A-1) to Commer-
cial District (B-1) for use as a commer-
cial automobile repair garage.

The request was approved in a 5-1 
vote, with Pam Cobler, of the Reed 
Creek District, casting the only dissent-
ing vote.

During the public hearing, multiple 
residents spoke against the rezoning, 
citing noise disturbances, traffic con-
cerns, and zoning violations.

Holly Kozelsky argued that the prop-
erty should not qualify for commercial 
zoning under existing rules.

“The business that has been there 
since July has been an absolute night-
mare for the neighborhood. It’s the kind 
of thing that causes communities to 
disintegrate. It’s the starting point of a 
downfall,” she said.

Kozelsky noted that the property had 
not operated as a business since 2008, 
exceeding the two-year grandfathering 
period required for zoning protection.

“This is 17 years—a lot more than 
two years,” she added.

She also claimed the property has 
cars parked in the street right-of-way, 
in neighbors’ yards and driveways, and 

does not meet required zoning setbacks.
Additionally, Kozelsky believes the 

business failed to meet zoning guide-
lines, which prohibit uses inconsistent 
with the existing character of the dis-
trict.

“This is a peaceful, nice neighbor-
hood,” she said.

Holly Kozelsky speaks against a rezoning 
request.

School board finalizes budget, introduces candidates 
for vacant seat

The Henry County School Board ap-
proved a $121 million budget during a 
special meeting on March 20, securing 
staff pay raises, new positions, and fa-
cility upgrades. The budget will now be 
presented to the Board of Supervisors.

The spending plan focuses on raising 
staff salaries, addressing necessary re-
pairs, and adding positions while main-
taining level funding from the county.

The school system will hire five new 
EL teachers as part of its response to 
Henry County’s growing Hispanic pop-
ulation, according to Superintendent 
Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis.

Additional staffing and compensation 
priorities include three gifted education 
teachers, five teacher intern positions, 
two middle school deans of students 
(one per school), three special education 
specialists, additional special education 
teachers and paraprofessionals based 
on student needs, three additional mid-
dle school teachers based on enrollment 
numbers, and full-time substitutes for 
each building, a work-based learning 
specialist, two school security officers 
(one per high school), increased sti-
pends for ed/autism paraprofessionals 
to $2,500 per semester, increased sub-
stitute pay and driver compensation for 
field trips and activities, and salary in-
creases for school employees.

Teachers (steps 1-29) will receive a 

2.5% raise, while step 30 will receive a 
3% raise—resulting in an average 3.5 
percent increase. New teacher salaries 
will start at $51,356.

Administrators will receive 2 to 2.5 
percent per step.

Contracted and full-time bus drivers 
will get a 3.5 percent increase.

Professional salary scale employees 
will receive an average 3.5 percent in-
crease, with step 30 employees receiv-
ing a $2,500 stipend.

Henry County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Amy Blake-Lewis explains the budget 
process to the board.

City gathers feedback to shape future development 
plan

The City Council’s work session 
on March 25 focused on reviewing 
the comprehensive plan, which 
serves as a roadmap for the city’s 
future.

Virginia requires all localities to 
have a comprehensive plan, which 
must be reviewed every five years. 
The plan updates reflect recent 
changes and help adjust land use 
roadmaps for the city’s develop-
ment.

The plan is currently in the da-
ta-gathering and community input 

phase.
“It’s just as much about the pro-

cess as the final product,” said Car-
oline Vanterve, senior planner for 
Berkley Group LLC.

The project webpage is available 
for citizens to review, and the entire 
process is expected to take 18 to 20 
months.

Community feedback will be 
gathered through pop-up events, an 
interactive map, a community-wide 
survey, eight focus groups and com-
munity forums.

Caroline Vanterve discusses the comprehensive plan process.
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Explore Bigfoot Mysteries at 
Patrick County Library Program

The Patrick County Library will host a unique pro-
gram about Bigfoot on Saturday, April 12 starting at 
11a.m. The program is free and open to the public. 
Seating is limited, so plan to arrive early.  

The program is titled, “In The Shadow Of Big Red 
Eye: Bigfoot Experience.” 

Join Producer and Lead Investigator, Mike Fami-
lant as he shares his experiences researching and 
tracking down the truth behind North America’s most 
iconic cryptid, Bigfoot.

Bigfoot, Sasquatch, Grassman, Skunk Ape or Big 
Red Eye, whatever name you choose to call this large, 
bipedal hominid, Familant has probably tried to track 
it down.

Familant has been researching this amazing crea-

ture for over 13 years, and has captured some im-
pressive evidence along the way. From the Florida 
Swamps to the North Country of Maine and every-
where in between, he is the full-time, lead investiga-
tor and producer of the show, “In the Shadow of Big 
Red Eye.”

He will exhibit some extraordinary evidence 
backed by facts which he and his team have collected 
throughout his journey, along with some of the un-
fortunate experiences which come along with Bigfoot-
ing. A Q&A will be held after the presentation and 
Familant will be available after for photographs and 
autographs.

For more information, visit the Patrick County Li-
brary or call (276) 694-3352

OBITUARIES 

Terri S. Wood, Manager

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

Walter Lee “Wally” Augustine
Mr. Walter Lee “Wal-

ly” Augustine, age 66 of 
Meadows of Dan, Vir-
ginia passed away at 
home on Wednesday, 
March 26, 2025. He was 
born in Pender Coun-
ty, North Carolina on 
February 28, 1959, to 
Walter Don Augustine 
and Mary Lee Riven-
bark Augustine. He was 
preceded in death by 
his father. Wally owned 
and operated Wally’s 
Automotive for over 20 
years. He loved fishing, 
hunting, and watch-
ing racing. Wally loved 
to watch his boys and 
grandchildren play ball 
and always had a proj-
ect he was working on. 
He had to be tinkering 

on something all the 
time.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Wally are 
his mother, Mary Lee 
Rivenbark Augustine of 
Elizabethtown, North 
Carolina; his three chil-
dren, Allison Augustine 
Vincell (Joe) of Frank-
lin, West Virginia, 
Landon Augustine (Ky-

lie) of Stuart, Virginia, 
Braedon Augustine of 
Patrick Springs, Virgin-
ia; three grandchildren, 
James Vincell, Susan 
Vincell, and Nathanael 
Vincell.

A memorial visitation 
will be held on Sunday, 
March 30, 2025, from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart. Burial will be 
private. In lieu of flow-
ers memorial donations 
may be made to Mead-
ows of Dan Volunteer 
Fire Department and 
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 
830, Meadows of Dan, 
VA  24120. Online con-
dolences may be sent by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Theresa Moran Smith 
Theresa Moran 

Smith, 71, of Floyd, 
went to be with the 
Lord on Sunday March 
23, 2025. She was born 
in Fort Rucker, Ala-
bama on February 4, 
1954. She was a proud 
graduate of Floyd Coun-
ty High School, where 
she was active in the 
band as a saxophonist 
and majorette. There-
sa loved spending time 
with her family, danc-
ing, visiting the beach, 
and playing bingo. She 
was a member of Floyd 
Baptist Church.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her father: Archie 
Moran; daughter: Jen-
nifer Hopper; Brother: 
Archie Darrell Moran. 

Survived by husband: 
Gary Smith; Children:-
Justin Hopper (Ang-
ie), Holly Verne Da-
vis (Justin), Stephen 
Cort Smith (Caroline); 
grandchildren: Miley 
Marie Hopper, Allie 
Nicole Martin, Taylor 
Davis, Ashlyn Davis; 
mother: Lucille Harris; 

Sister: Cathy Renee 
Banks (Mark); Char-
lie Martin; two aunts: 
Shirley Meade (Steve) 
and Jane Clifton. A me-
morial service will be 
held Saturday March 
29, 2025, at 12 noon at 
Gardner Funeral Home 
with Pastor Roy Turpin 
officiating. The family 
will receive friends Sat-
urday from 11 until 12. 
In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to 
Plasters Cemetery c/o 
Judy Farmer 46 Old 
Place Ln., Hillsville, VA 
24343. Online condo-
lences may be made at 
Gardnerfuneralhome-
floyd.com. The family is 
being served by Gard-
ner Funeral Home.

Linda Floyd Dunkley 
Mrs. Linda Floyd 

Dunkley, age 84 of Stu-
art, Virginia passed 
away at The Joan and 
Howard Woltz Hospice 
Home in Dobson, North 
Carolina on Thursday, 
March 27, 2025. She 
was born in Patrick 
County to the late Wil-
liam Abe Floyd and Sue 
Moore Clark Floyd. In 
addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by eleven sib-
lings, Sallie E. Floyd, 
Edmund Waller Floyd, 
Naomi F. Wooten, 
George C. Floyd, Henri-
etta F. Scott, Betty S. 
Floyd, Charlie “Bill” 
Floyd, Ann F. Eller, 
Patsy M. Floyd, James 
“Jim” Floyd, and Samu-
el “Sammy” Floyd. Lin-

da loved animals, farm-
ing, and being in the 
outdoors. She cherished 
her time travelling with 
her husband.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Linda is 
her loving husband of 
63years, Bobby Lee 
Dunkley of Stuart, 
Virginia; a Sister-in-

law, Gay Nell Floyd of 
Patrick County; and 
Numerous Nieces and 
Nephews.

Funeral service for 
Mrs. Dunkley will be 
held, Monday, March 
31, 2025 at 2:00 P.M. at 
Moody Funeral Chapel 
with Rev. Ricky Rogers 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Stateline Prim-
itive Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Family will 
receive friends one hour 
prior to the service. 
Flowers will be accept-
ed, or memorial dona-
tions may be made to 
Woltz Hospice Home, 
P.O. Box 325, Dobson, 
NC 27017. Online con-
dolences may be made 
by visiting www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

Louis McCray Martin 
Louis McCray Mar-

tin, 86, went home to 
be with his Lord Thurs-
day morning, March 
27, 2025, at Forsyth 
Medical Center.

McCray was born on 
May 8, 1938, in Pat-
rick County, VA to the 
late Richard M. and 
Ocie DeHart Martin. 
He was a long-time 
member of First Bap-
tist Church of Walnut 
Cove and was retired 
from RJ Reynolds To-
bacco with over 40 
years of service. Mc-
Cray enjoyed watching 
NASCAR Racing and 
was a collector of old 
cars. He loved basket-
ball and was a huge 
Carolina Tarheel fan.

In addition to his 

parents, McCray was 
preceded in death by 
his wife of 64 years, 
Lettie Sue Nelson 
Martin; and a brother, 
Richard A. Martin.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Debra Mar-
tin, and a special aunt, 
Mary Lee Martin.

There will be a 2:00 

pm graveside service 
held on Sunday, March 
30, 2025, at First Bap-
tist Church of Walnut 
Cove Cemetery with 
Pastor AJ Reynolds of-
ficiating.

There will be no for-
mal visitation.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
made to First Bap-
tist Church Cemetery 
Fund: Po Box 552, Wal-
nut Cove, NC 27052 or 
to the donor’s choice.

The family welcomes 
online condolences at 
www.burroughsfuner-
alhome.com.

Burroughs Funeral 
Home of Walnut Cove 
is proud to serve the 
Martin family during 
this time.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of 2 Peter (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. How did God identify Himself 
when speaking from the burning 
bush? I am who I am, King of all, 
Jesus Christ, Lord of Jehovah

3. Which of these was not one 
of the 10 plagues in Egypt? 
Locusts, Wicked skins to stone, 
Water turned to blood, Livestock 
diseased

4. 2 Kings 19 and which 
other book and chapter are 
almost alike word for word? 
Jeremiah 50, Job 16, Isaiah 37, 
Deuteronomy 7

5. Which judge of Israel had 30 
sons? Samson, Jair, Ephraim, 
Gideon

6. What king dug wells in the 
desert? Abner, Isaac, Uzziah, 
Abimelech

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) I am who 
I am, 3) Wicked skins to stone, 
4) Isaiah 37, 5) Jair, 6) Uzziah

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am
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Risen Lord

Catholic Church
Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

The Divine Design of Our Earth
By Alan Dean, retired Sev-

enth-day Adventist pastor
It is surprising that more peo-

ple don’t believe that there is 
a God that created the entire 
universe (millions of galaxies) 
and wonderfully sustains His 
creation. Our earth is a perfect 
example that only a super-intel-
ligent Creator God could place 
our earth in the exact location 
and with a precise environment 
so that life can exist. Any mod-
est change in location or environ-
ment would cause life to cease to 
exist.

For example, our earth is the 
perfect size that it should be and 
the right composition it needs to 
be for our gravity to be just right.  
Our planet has an iron and nick-
el core that gives it gravitational 
pull.  If the earth were larger, 
the gravity would crush us and 
if smaller, we would float off into 
space. 

Another example: our earth’s 
atmosphere has just the right 
combination of gases for life to 
exist.  The air is 78% nitrogen 
and 21% oxygen. If nitrogen 
were higher, there would be too 
little oxygen to sustain respi-
rating creatures. If oxygen were 
higher, the air would be danger-
ously combustible.

A third example is our earth’s 
temperature. Our 60-mile-high 
atmosphere allows air to be cir-
culated to avoid extremes of tem-
perature. The atmosphere also 
provides just the right shield 
from the sun’s blistering radia-
tion. The water cycle on earth of 
evaporation, condensation, and 
precipitation also help to regu-

late the earth’s temperature.
Another example concerns 

lightning. There are about 6000 
lightning strikes every minute 
on our earth. These thunder-
storms and electrified clouds 
are live batteries that cause the 
earth to have a negative charge 
and the atmosphere a positive 
charge. Thunderstorms help 
transfer the negative charges 
back to earth. Without them this 
electrical balance in the earth’s 
atmosphere would disappear in 
minutes. Lightning also makes 
helpful, ozone-producing chemi-
cals.

A fifth example concerns our 
moon. The size of the moon and 
its distance from the earth is just 
right to control oceanic tides. 
Each day (of 25 hours) has two 
high tides and two low tides. If 
the moon were smaller or far-
ther away, the tides would be too 
weak to sufficiently circulate and 
oxygenate the oceans and coast-
al areas resulting in the oceans 
becoming stagnant. If the moon 
were larger or closer, the tides 
would be too powerful and cause 
massive destruction.

It is interesting that the moon 
and sun appear to be the same 
size in the sky. This is because 
the moon is 400 times smaller 
than the sun but also 400 times 
closer to the earth.

Conclusion: By our God pre-
cisely designing and creating the 
earth’s atmosphere, water cycle, 
and position in space relative to 
the sun and moon, our earth is 
able to sustain life. Chapter one 
of Genesis gives a perfect ac-
count of this.



10 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, April 2, 2025

court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltono-

liverattorneyva.com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-

mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/

virginia #6258

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-

4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 

No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 

Houses: 1-844-216-
5028.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nation-

wide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. 

Instant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 

1-844-268-4773

Fairy Stone State 
Park Now Hiring Multi-
ple Seasonal Positions! 

Beach Maintenance 
Ranger Boathouse 

Ranger Contact Ranger 
Food Service Ranger 
Housekeeping Ranger 
Apply online: www.dcr.
virginia.gov/jobs Posi-
tions open until filled. 
967 Fairystone Lake 

Drive Stuart, VA 24171 
276-930-2424

Patrick County Se-
nior Services Driver
STEP, Inc, a multifac-

eted community action 
agency, is seeking a 

part-time, 20-25 hours 
per week, Senior Ser-
vices Driver in Patrick 

County. The Senior 
Services Driver will be 
responsible for trans-

porting senior citizens to 
and from various loca-
tions. This position will 
also be responsible for 
delivering meals to the 
homes of the program 

participants. 
Qualifications:  High 

School Diploma, expe-
rience driving a large 

passenger van or bus, 
knowledge of senior ser-
vices, good communica-
tion skills and excellent 
driving record required. 

Pay rate will be 
$13.50 per hour. 

Qualified applicants 
may apply at  Apply 

Here
(https://apply.

stepincva.com/?posi-
tions=Patrick+Coun-

ty+Senior+Ser-
vices+Driver)

 STEP, Inc. is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-

ployer.

 Small parcel of 
land for sale @ 586 

Mount Calvary Church 
Rd, Stuart, VA 24171. If 
interested, please call 

(276) 694-2842 between 
10AM and 4PM

Gigantic Estate/Yard 
sale on Saturday April 

5th. Outside sales begin 
at 7AM and inside sales 
begin at 8 AM Sharp un-
til 2 PM.  2 huge estates 

have been donated, 
many items new or like 
new.  Nice dining room 
and bedroom furniture, 

washer, dorm fridge, 
household, kitchen & 

craft items, upholstery, 

fabric, wonderful decor 
items, tools, ladders, 

wheelbarrows, so much 
more, too much to list 

here.  box lots etc.  Hot-
dogs, biscuits, coffee, 

chips, and drinks will be 
available by the wom-

en’s group.  Yard sale 
proceeds go to schol-
arship fund for kids in 
need.  6260 Elamsville 
Rd, at Ross Harbour 

Church.

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile,
closet & garage 

organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

Morris Construction 
LLC Home remodeling 
& repairs, carpentry, 

roofing, siding, painting, 
fencing, tree work & 

more! Contact Nick @ 
276-224-4623 or 757-

621-5219.

HYDRO AIR SYTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

Master Carpenter 
Home Re-Modeler 40 

years’ experience., 
repairs, decks, gutter 
cleaning, trim work, 

wooden bridge repair, 
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 
done. Call Joe at (276) 

229-1029.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 

target audience. Call 
this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

FARMS/FISH
Live Fish for stocking 
ponds! Many varieties 
available. Delivery to 
your pond. Call Zetts 
Fish Farm & Hatchery 
for information & free 
catalogue. 304-995-
9202, Cell 304-820-

6986.
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Additional 
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium 

Assured Heifer/Cow 
Sale. March 29th, 2025, 
12:00 noon. G&E Test 

Center Gretna, VA. Call 
George Winn at 434-

489-4458.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

NOW HIRING

YARD SALE

FIN
D US ON

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET

LEGAL

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

LEGAL

LAND FOR SALE

LEGAL
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Patrick County Planning 

Commission will have a regular 
business meeting on Tuesday, 
April 15, 2025 at 6 p.m.

The meeting will be at the 
Patrick & Henry Community 
College (Stuart site) in the Com-
munity Room.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, April 14, 2025 on the proposed 
relocation of the Russell Creek voting precinct currently located at 
1808 Ayers Orchard Road to New Hope Community Church at 1863 
Clark House Farm Road.  

The hearing will be held in the 3rd floor Courtroom on the Patrick 
County Veterans Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Vir-
ginia.  

Anyone wishing to view the proposed revisions to the current vot-
ing precinct locations may do so at the County Administration office, 
Suite 218 located in the Patrick County Veterans Memorial building. 

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.
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**PUBLIC NOTICE**
The Town of Stuart will convene a Budget Meeting on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2025, at 6:00 PM. This meeting will take place at the Stuart 
Town Office, located at 100 Patrick Avenue. The Stuart Town Council 
will review the Budget for the Fiscal Year ending in 2026.
Individuals wishing to provide comments to the Town Council who are 
unable to attend may reach out to Bryce Simmons, Town Manager, by 
telephone at (276) 694-3811 or via email at information@stuartva.org.

To advertise in 
The Enterprise

call 276-340-2445

or email 
advertise@mainstreet-

newspapers.com

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK
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Meetings

Thursday, April 10
The Patrick County School Board will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Monday, April 14
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court 
room of the Patrick County Administration 
Building.

Wednesday, April 16
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m. 

in the Town Office.

Events

Wednesday, April 2
The DMV Connect Mobile Unit will be at the 

Patrick Henry Community College Site, 212 
Wood Brothers Dr., Stuart, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Closed for lunch 12:30 -1:30 p.m. This event 
is open to the public for Driver transactions, 
with no appointment needed.

The Patrick County Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a Lunch & Learn at 12 p.m. in Room 
103 at the Patrick & Henry Community Col-
lege (P&HCC) Stuart site. The workshop will 
focus on Succession Planning and it’s free. 
Registration is available at www.patrick-
chamber.com.

Friday, April 4
The community food truck will be at the 

Woolwine SRRS from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, April 5
Creasey’s Chapel will hold a BINGO! 

Games, Food, Prizes. Doors open at 4 p.m., 
bingo starts at 5 p.m. $25 for 20 cards, 10 door 
prize tickets and 1 coverall.

Jeb Stuart Rescue Squad will hold a com-
munity breakfast from 7:30-10 a.m. Plates are 
$8 and dine in, carry out, and curb service op-
tions are available. Orders can be placed by 
calling (276) 694-6171.

Ross Harbour Church will have its annual 
estate/yard sale fundraiser with 100 percent 
of proceeds going to fund scholarships or oth-
er assistance for children in need. The outside 
sale will start at 7 a.m. and the inside sales 
will be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free coffee. Hot-
dogs available for sale.

Monday, April 7
The annual Patrick County Tourism Sum-

mit will be held at the Star Theatre. Registra-
tion is at 8: 30 a.m., and people should RSVP 
by March 31. Lunch will be provided.

Saturday, April 12
The Carroll County Genealogy Club will 

conduct a workshop at the Carroll County 
High School in Hillsville from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. There is no charge to attend, but dona-
tions are greatly appreciated. There will also 
be several speakers presenting during the 
workshop.

Sunday, April 13
The Rockingham and Stokes County Gene-

alogical Society meets at 2:30 p.m. in the Mc-
Michael Meeting Room of the Madison-Mayo-
dan Library, 611 Burton St., Madison, NC. 
Jeff Bullins, speaker, will share information 
about the H. Lee Waters film of Western Rock-
ingham County. Books available to purchase, 
some at sale prices. The Board of Directors will 
meet at 1:30 p.m., before the regular meeting.

Friday, April 18
The community food truck will be at the 

Fairystone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, April 19
The Patrick County High School (PCHS) 

Senior Beta students will hold a charity car 
wash at Advance Auto in Stuart to raise mon-
ey for PCHS students traveling to the Nation-
al Senior Beta convention and competition in 
Florida this summer. Rain date is Saturday, 
April 26.

Country breakfast, 6:30-10 a.m., at Fairys-
tone Volunteer Fire Department, 6687 Fairy-
stone Park Highway, Stuart. Dine in adult 
plates are $10 and child plates are $5. Take 
out plates are $10 each. To order, call (276) 
930-2113.

Saturday, April 26
The Rockingham and Stokes County Gene-

alogical Society’s Spring Swap Meet, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Francisco Community Building/
Volunteer Fire Department located on High-
way 89 in Francisco, Stokes County, NC. Free 
to the public. Bring your family history in-
formation, family photographs, etc. to share.  
Printer available for a nominal fee. Please 
bring a covered dish. Authors or other his-
torical or genealogical societies are invited to 
bring books to sell or set up an information 
table.

Ongoing

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC is 
open Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. During opening hours an inside 
yard sale is open to the public. Proceeds are 
used to purchase supplies. Members meet on 
the first Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in 
the Alzheimer’s office, located in the basement 
of Hills Tax Service on Wood Brothers Drive. 
New members are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (276) 693-6018.

The Patrick County Quilters’ Sit-N-Sew is 
held on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Quilted Colors. For more information, 
call 276-694-3020 or email patrickcountyquil-
ters@gmail.com.

The Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games 
every Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

The Patrick County Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard meets the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at the American Legion Post 105 
at 7 p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to 
attend.

Free Community Meal, every 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 
1912 Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or 
dine in. Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 
773-6004 or email pastor@ravenrockchurch.
org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days.

The Willis Gap Community Center - mem-
bers meeting, the first Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, 
every Friday. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. 
The music and dancing are 6:30-9 p.m.; Gold-
en Oldies Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of 
the month. Doors open at 6 p.m. for food, mu-
sic and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Connect Health+ Wellness offers free confi-
dential Medicaid/FAMIS application and re-
newal assistance for Virginia residents from 
birth to 64. No sign-up fees, no premiums, no 
deductibles. Medicaid renewals have resumed. 
Medicaid members need to keep their mailing 
address and contact information up to date. 
Connect Health + Wellness’ specially trained 
Medicaid/FAMIS Outreach Advocate can pro-
vide more information. Call or text Ann Walk-
er, (276) 732-0509, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

Salem Church on Salem Road in Critz holds 
a community meal on the first Sunday of ev-
ery month at 12:10 p.m. Call (276) 222-1069 
with questions.

Patrick County Parks and Recreation De-
partment will sponsor an aluminum bat co-ed 
adult softball league this summer providing 
there is sufficient interest. A minimum of 4 
teams must be registered and fees paid by 
the May 1 registration deadline. The league is 
open to men and women who will be 18 years 
of age or older as of June 1. Coaches are re-
quired to recruit their own team members. 
Each co-ed team must have a minimum of 10 
players with a maximum of 15 players includ-
ing at least 3 females per team. Team regis-
tration fee is $300, and the completed team 
roster must be submitted to the recreation by 
the May 1 deadline. A copy of the 2025 adult 
softball rules and team roster forms can be re-
quested by calling (276) 694-3917 or visiting 
the department’s Facebook page. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Patrick County Planning 

Commission will have a regular 
business meeting on Tuesday, 
April 15, 2025 at 6 p.m.

The meeting will be at the 
Patrick & Henry Community 
College (Stuart site) in the Com-
munity Room.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, April 14, 2025 on the proposed 
relocation of the Russell Creek voting precinct currently located at 
1808 Ayers Orchard Road to New Hope Community Church at 1863 
Clark House Farm Road.  

The hearing will be held in the 3rd floor Courtroom on the Patrick 
County Veterans Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Vir-
ginia.  

Anyone wishing to view the proposed revisions to the current vot-
ing precinct locations may do so at the County Administration office, 
Suite 218 located in the Patrick County Veterans Memorial building. 

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.
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**PUBLIC NOTICE**
The Town of Stuart will convene a Budget Meeting on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2025, at 6:00 PM. This meeting will take place at the Stuart 
Town Office, located at 100 Patrick Avenue. The Stuart Town Council 
will review the Budget for the Fiscal Year ending in 2026.
Individuals wishing to provide comments to the Town Council who are 
unable to attend may reach out to Bryce Simmons, Town Manager, by 
telephone at (276) 694-3811 or via email at information@stuartva.org.

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.
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Arena Talent co-founders to speak 
at P&HCC Athletics Banquet

Adriene Bueno and 
Parul Khosla, co-found-
ers of Arena, a leading 
career development 
and networking plat-
form for sports, media 
& entertainment pro-
fessionals and athletes, 
will serve as guest 
speakers for the 2025 
Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College (P&H-
CC) Annual Athletics 

Banquet on April 17 
at 6 p.m. at the P&H-
CC MET Complex, pre-
sented by ValleyStar 
Credit Union.  

With a mission to cre-
ate equitable career op-
portunities for the next 
generation of leaders 
in the sports, media, 
and entertainment in-
dustries, Bueno and 
Khosla will share their 

expertise and inspire 
P&HCC student-ath-
letes to take charge of 
their professional jour-
neys.  

Exclusive Career De-
velopment Workshop  

Before the banquet, 
Bueno and Khosla will 
lead a workshop from 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM ti-
tled “Breaking into the 
Industry: Careers in 

Sports, Media, and En-
tertainment.” This ses-
sion aims to equip stu-
dent-athletes with the 
tools and knowledge 
needed to transition 
into successful careers 
beyond athletics.  

Workshop Goals: 
* Introduce stu-

dent-athletes to career 
opportunities in sports, 
media, and entertain-
ment.  

* Provide practical 
advice on networking, 
building a personal 
brand, and navigating 
the industry.  

* Encourage stu-
dent-athletes to take 
the next step by sign-
ing up for Arena to ex-
plore career opportuni-
ties and make industry 
connections.  

As part of Arena’s 
commitment to em-
powering the next gen-
eration, the company 
will present “The Fu-
ture Leader Award” to 
a deserving P&HCC 
student-athlete during 
the banquet. This pres-
tigious honor will in-
clude:  

*A certificate/plaque 
recognizing leadership 
and career potential.  

*One year of free pre-
mium access to Arena 
Pro, providing exclu-
sive career-building 
resources and industry 
connections.  

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Adriene Bue-
no and Parul Khosla 
to Patrick & Henry 
Community College,” 
said Brian Henderson, 
Assistant Vice-Pres-
ident of Student En-
gagement and Athletic 
Director. “Their leader-
ship in the sports, me-
dia, and entertainment 
industries will provide 
our student-athletes 
with invaluable insight 
as they prepare for life 
beyond the game.”  

The 2025 Patrick & 
Henry Community Col-
lege Athletics Banquet 
promises to be an un-
forgettable evening cel-
ebrating the achieve-
ments of P&HCC 
student-athletes while 
providing them with 
the tools to succeed in 
their professional fu-
tures.  

For more informa-
tion about the banquet 
and workshop, contact 
Henderson at bhender-
son@patrickhenry.edu.

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

FIN
D US ON
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VISIT US ONLINE 
WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Lewis, Clark, and Stuart

By Tom Perry
In 1803, President Thomas Jef-

ferson engineered the purchase of 
Louisiana from the French (800,000 
square miles for 15 million dollars). 
Congress received a confidential 
message from Jefferson to outfit an 
expedition to explore the newly pur-
chased territory for $2,500, $38,000 
today. Jefferson placed his secretary 
Meriwether Lewis (1774-1809) and 
William Clark (1770-1838), both 
born near Monticello, in command 
of the expedition. The Corps of Dis-
covery started up the Missouri Riv-
er to its source in the Rocky Moun-
tains and over the mountains to the 
Pacific Ocean. They returned 864 
days later after making over 600 
more camps, mapping 4,000 miles, 
collecting 122 new animals and 178 
new plant specimens, and writing 
journals of over 1 million words. 
They crossed eleven states that to-
day contain over 39 million people. 

Thomas Jefferson’s Secretary 
and handpicked expedition leader, 
Meriwether Lewis, and his New-
foundland dog, Seaman, left Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, with a 55 foot 
keelboat and two 40 foot canoes or 
pirogues. Traveling down the Ohio 
River to Louisville, Kentucky, Lewis 
picked up his friend from their army 
days, William Clark, and his slave, 
York. They proceeded on to Saint 
Louis camping, where the Missouri 
River merges with the Mississippi 
River.

The only man lost was Sergeant 
Charles Floyd, who died of appen-
dicitis in August 1804. The first 
winter was spent with the Mandan 
peoples in present day North Dako-
ta, where new members joined the 
Corps of Discovery, including a Sho-
shoni woman named Sacagawea, 
her trapper husband Toussaint 
Charbonneau, and their baby Jean 
Baptiste. 

The expedition encountered many 
Native peoples and had only two 
bad encounters. An encounter with 
the Sioux set a precedent that con-
tinued until Custer’s Last Stand 
and the Massacre at Wounded Knee 
less than a hundred years later. The 
Blackfeet tribe suffered the only 
fatality at the hands of the Corps. 
Twice, women would save the Corps 
from destruction at the hands of In-
dians when Sacagawea intervened 
with her own Shoshoni people, and 
a woman named Watkuweis saved 
them from the Nez Perce.

The expedition reached the Pacif-
ic Ocean on November 7, 1805. For 
the first time in American history, 
a woman, Sacagawea, and Clark’s 

slave, York, voted over the place-
ment of the winter campsite, Fort 
Clatsop National Park in Oregon. 
The Corps of Discovery left for the 
return journey on March 23, 1806. 

On September 23, 1806, nearly 
thirty men in boats came ashore in 
Saint Louis, Missouri, from the Mis-
sissippi River near the present day 
site of the arch that dominates the 
city’s skyline. Lewis and Clark were 
back, and they changed the histo-
ry of the United States of America. 
Meriwether Lewis wrote President 
Thomas Jefferson the following let-
ter on the day the Corps of Discov-
ery returned to St. Louis.

“It is with pleasure that I anounce 
to you the safe arrival of myself 
and party at 12 OClk. Today at this 
place with our papers and baggage. 
In obedience to your orders, we have 
penitrated the Continent of North 
America to the Pacific Ocean, and 
sufficiently explored the interior 
of the country to affirm with confi-
dence that we have discovered the 
most practicable rout which dose ex-
ist across the continent by means of 
the navigable branches of the Mis-
souri and Columbia rivers.”

Over the years, I followed part of 
the expedition from Saint Louis to 
Fort Leavenworth in Kansas along 
the Missouri River. I visited the 
Daniel Boone home, where the ex-
plorers may or may not have met 
the famous explorer of an earlier 
generation. While in Oregon twice 
in the 1990s, I followed the expedi-
tion from the Pacific several hun-
dred miles up the Columbia River 
across some of the most beautiful 
landscapes in this nation. From 
Fort Clatsop near Astoria, Oregon, 
where the mighty Columbia Riv-
er empties into the ocean. Mount 
Hood to the south and what is left of 
Mount St. Helens to the north of the 
river make a startling difference in 
the landscape.

Stephen Ambrose wrote a book 
about Lewis and the expedition ti-

tled Undaunted Courage. You can 
say many things about two men, 
but you cannot doubt their courage. 
They left on a journey described 
by historians today as going to the 
moon with little knowledge of what 
they would face and if they would 
return. In 2022, I took Ambrose’s 
book and followed the expedition 
from Louisville to the Pacific Ocean.

On August 19, 1809, Lewis ap-
pointed his “three most intimate 
friends, William Clark, Alexander 
Stuart, and William Carr, his lawful 
attorneys with full authority to dis-
pose of all or any part of his proper-
ty.” In a letter to his brother, Clark 
said, “He has given all his landed 
property into the hands of Judge 
Stuart, Mr. Carr and me to pay his 
debts.” Lewis served as Governor 
of the Louisiana Territory after the 
trip and befriended Judge Alexan-
der Stuart.

On August 25, 1809, Meriwether 
Lewis, Governor of the Louisiana 
Territory, stood on the dock near 
the Mississippi River at Saint Lou-
is, preparing to board a ship for a 
trip to Washington D.C., hoping to 
restore his reputation and answer 
questions about his use of govern-
ment monies. Deeply depressed, 
Lewis stood with three friends, 
among them was the man he 
crossed the continent to the Pacific 
Ocean with the Corps of Discovery 
from 1804 until 1806. William Clark 
wrote his brother the next day:

“I have not spent such a day as 
yesterday for many years…I took 
my leave of Governor Lewis, who 
set out to Philadelphia to write our 
book, but more particularly to ex-
plain some matter between him and 
the government…I do not believe 
there was ever an honester man 
in Louisiana not or who had purer 
motive than Governor Lewis. If his 
mind had been at ease I should have 
parted cheerfully.” 

On October 11, 1809, along the 
Natchez Trace in Tennessee, Meri-

wether Lewis took his own life, al-
though many murder conspiracy 
theories about his death remain. 
William Clark served the govern-
ment as Governor and Indian Agent 
before his death at the home of his 
son, Meriwether Lewis Clark. He 
rests today high above the Missis-
sippi River in Saint Louis.

The death of Lewis was a waste 
of someone with so much to offer 
at the age of 35 after enduring so 
much is the tragedy of this story. 
He could have been President of the 
United States but rests today sadly 
along the Natchez Trace in a grave 
at one of the saddest places I have 
ever seen. It would be better for a 
man who had done so much for his 
country.

At his death, Lewis owed Judge 
Alexander Stuart $750, $15,000 to-
day. Stuart, born in Augusta Coun-
ty, served as a judge in the United 
States Courts in Illinois and Missou-
ri before serving in the legislature of 
the latter, rising to Speaker of the 
House. Judge Stuart returned to 
Augusta County, Virginia, in 1832 
for a visit. He died in December, 
two months before the birth of his 
grandson James Ewell Brown Stu-
art, on February 6, 1833, in Ararat, 
Patrick County, Virginia. William 
Clark died in 1838 after serving as 
an Indian agent and Governor at 
his son’s Meriwether Lewis Clark’s 
home.

Ken Burns ends his documentary 
with Thomas Jefferson saying the 
following. “The work we are now do-
ing is I trust done for posterity --- in 
such a way that they need not repeat 
it. We shall delineate with correct-
ness the great arteries of this coun-
try. Those who come afterwards will 
fill up the canvas—we begin.”

On April 28, Perry will teach a 
class on the expedition at the Reyn-
olds Homestead for the College of 
Older Adults, which kicks off at the 
Reynolds Homestead on April 3 at 
10 am.
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New approach gives Denny Hamlin dominating 
NASCAR Cup victory at Martinsville

By Reid Spencer
NASCAR Wire Ser-

vice 
It didn’t take Denny 

Hamlin long to find 
the recipe for success 
in Sunday’s Cook Out 
400 at Martinsville 
Speedway.

Hamlin grabbed the 
lead on Lap126 of 400 
in the seventh NA-
SCAR Cup Series race 
of the season and nev-
er looked back.

With flawless work 
from his pit crew, the 
driver of the No. 11 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota led 274 of the last 
275 laps—with the 
only exception a lap 
credited to pole win-
ner Christopher Bell, 
who raced side-by-side 
with Hamlin after the 
final restart on Lap 
326.

Hamlin pulled away 
toward the end of the 
final 75-lap green-flag 
run and beat Bell, 

his Joe Gibbs Racing 
teammate, to the fin-
ish line by 4.617 sec-
onds.

The victory was 
Hamlin’s sixth at the 
0.526-mile short track, 
most among full-time 
active drivers, but his 
first at Martinsville 
since 2015. It was his 
first win of the sea-
son and the 55th of 
his career, tying him 
with Rusty Wallace 
for 11th on the career 
victory list.    

The win was also 
Hamlin’s first with 
crew chief Chris Gay-
le, who took over the 
pit box on the No. 11 
Toyota this season. 
Hamlin has now won 
Cup races with seven 
different crew chiefs.

“You know, Chris 
Gayle, all the engi-
neers, the pit crew, ev-
erybody really on that 
wall right there, just 
deciding they were go-

ing to come here with 
a different approach 
than what we’ve been 
over the last few 
years,” said Hamlin, 
who won at Martins-
ville for the first time 
with the Gen 7 race 
car.

“It was just amaz-
ing. The car was great. 
It did everything I 
needed it to do. Just 
so happy to win with 
Chris, get 55… Ob-
viously, back here in 
Martinsville where I 
spent so many years 
racing late models and 
whatnot—gosh, I love 
winning here.”

Bell’s No. 20 Toyota 
was too loose over the 
final run to keep up 
with Hamlin’s No. 11 
Camry.

“We were back and 
forth on balance a 
little bit,” Bell said. 
“I asked to be freer 
throughout the whole 
race. That last run, I 

just went a little bit 
too loose and lost my 
drive off (the corners).

“It was a great 
weekend for Joe Gibbs 
Racing. Showed a lot 
of pace. All four of the 
cars were really good. 
Really happy to kind 
of get back up front. 

The last two weeks 
have been rough for 
this 20 team… Really 
happy for Denny. He’s 
the Martinsville mas-
ter. Second is not that 
bad.”

Bubba Wallace fin-
ished third for the 
second straight race, 
as Toyotas claimed 
the top three finishing 
positions at the paper-
clip-shaped track.

“That final restart, I 
let that second (place) 
get away,” said Wal-
lace, who drives for 
the 23XI Racing team 
co-owned by Hamlin 
and NBA legend Mi-
chael Jordan. 

“I don’t know if I had 
anything for Denny. It 
would have been fun 
to try.

“But all in all, hell 
of a day for Toyota. 
Top three. That’s nice. 
Keep the momentum 
going, having fun.”

Chase Elliott came 
home fourth, followed 
by Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate Kyle 
Larson.

Ross Chastain, Ryan 
Preece, Joey Logano, 
Chase Briscoe and 
Todd Gilliland com-
pleted the top 10.

Before Hamlin took 
control, a debris cau-
tion on Lap 31 re-
sulted in a dramatic 
change to the running 
order. Josh Berry led 
a group of six driv-

ers who stayed on the 
track under caution, 
and maintained the 
top spot for 40 laps, 
the first circuits led 
by the No. 21 Wood 
Brothers car at Mar-
tinsville since 2005.

A caution for Chris 
Buescher’s spin on 
the frontstretch end-
ed Berry’s stint at the 
front. A collision with 
Wallace’s No. 23 Toy-
ota on pit road and 
subsequent alternator 
issues cost Berry two 
laps and took him out 
of the mix.

Logano stayed on 
the track under the 
Lap 71 yellow and won 
the first 80-lap stage 
over Alex Bowman in 
a two-lap sprint, but 
it was an up-and-down 
day for the reigning 
Cup champion.

On Lap 317, 
Briscoe’s Toyota 
bounced off the inside 
curbing in Turn 3 and 
sent Logano’s Ford 
spinning toward the 
outside wall. Logano 
pitted for fresh tires, 
restarted 25th and 
drove back to eighth 
place by lap 400, scor-
ing his first top 10 of 
the season.

William Byron, who 
finished 22nd after a 
lengthy pit stop under 
the first caution, re-
tained the series lead 
by 17 points over Lar-
son.

Sports
(cont. from page 6)
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3 Building Lots for Sale in Meadows of Dan VA|
Online Auction Ends April 25th at 3 PM

TBD Grandview Dr., & Belcher Mountain Rd., 
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

Bid NOW at VAAuctionPro.com
Are you searching for building lots in Meadows of Dan? Look 
no further than these 3 lots that are being sold at auction. 
These lots offer stunning views of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and are just minutes away from the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
the Rocky Knob Recreation Area. Deed restrictions do apply 
to Offering 1 and 2. See bidder packet for more information 
at VAAuctionPro.com.

OFFERING #1
This +/- 2.015 ac tract is mostly open and level and has been 
perked. Underground utilities are already in place. Deed re-
strictions do apply. 

OFFERING #2
This +/- 2.033 ac tract is gradually sloping and mostly wood-
ed. Property has already been perked. Deed restrictions do 
apply. 

OFFERING #3
This +/- 11 ac tract has rolling hills and is both a mix of 
wooded and open land. Property has not been perked. Un-
derground utilities are already in place.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 per offering is 
required on the day of sale. Close on or before June 9th, 2025. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is 
expected to complete their own due diligence before placing a bid. Auction starts ending at 3 PM on April 25th, 2025. Please note that during the last two 
minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Be sure to register to bid early to ensure you receive 
notifications regarding any changes to the Auction, Bidder Packet and/or Pre-Auction offers received. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com.

CONTACT: Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or  
email Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com. You can also contact  

Realtor Booie DeHart at 276-952-5061 or email BooieD@yahoo.com

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24901
Lic#2907004059

(540) 745-2005
VAAuctionPro.com

Track Competes at North Stokes
By Ashlee Mullis
The Cougar Track 

and Field Team com-
peted in the Mighty 
Viking Invitational at 
North Stokes, Satur-
day, March 28. Gra-
cen Conner finished 
10th in the 100 Me-
ter Dash. Conner fin-
ished 9th in the 200 
Meter Dash. Camer-
on Rakes placed 18th 
in the 800 Meter Run. 
Callie Wood came 
in 12th in the 1600 
Meter Run.  Sadie 
Martin placed 3rd in 
the 3200 Meter with 
a time of 12:35.69, 
qualifying her for the 
state finals. Kaylene 
Garcia, Cameron 
Rakes, Gracen Con-
ner, and Isabella 
Nashburn placed 8th 
in the 4x100 Relay. 

Sierra Helms placed 
14th in Discus, and 
Maddy Martin was 
12th in Shot Put. 
Fisher Martin fin-

ished 3rd in the 800 
Meter Run. Hunter 
Martin placed 3rd in 
the 1600 Meter with a 
time of 4:35.92 quali-

fied him for the state 
finals. William Over-
by finished 19th in 
the 1600. In the 3200 
Meter, Noah Hiatt 
finished 10th, Over-
by finished 13th, and 
Brett Foley finished 
17th. Glenn Stovall 
took 18th in the 110 
Meter Hurdles and 
14th in the 300 Me-
ter Hurdles. Landon 
Moles, Eli Hairston, 
Peyton Pascale, and 
Jacob Gosnell fin-
ished 15th in the 
4x200 Meter Relay. 
Dylan Quesinberry, 
Hunter Martin, Fish-
er Martin, and Xavier 
Torres finished 9th in 
the 4x400 Meter Re-
lay. In Discus, Tyrese 
Penn finished 13th 
and Reggie Brown 
finished 19th. 

Gracen Conner runs the 200 Meter Dash.

PCHS Sports Schedule
The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports 
Schedule for the week of April 7 - 12:

4/7 	 7pm	 Boys Soccer at Radford
4/8	 TBA   	 Track at Radford
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis vs Radford
	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis at Radford
	 5pm     	 Baseball at Radford

	 5pm	 Softball at Radford
	 7pm           Girls Soccer vs Martinsville
4/10 	 4:30pm	 Girls Tennis vs Floyd Co.
	 4:30pm	 Boys Tennis at Floyd Co.
	 5pm	 Baseball vs Floyd Co.
	 5pm	 Softball vs Floyd Co.
	 7pm	 Boys Soccer vs Floyd Co.
4/12	 TBA	 Track at William Byrd

Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 Progressive Toyota, celebrates after winning the NASCAR 
Cup Series Cook Out 400 at Martinsville Speedway on March 30, 2025 in Martinsville, 
Virginia. (Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images)


