
Candidate for 
supervisor arrested 
on felony charges

By Staff Reports
A candidate for the Patrick County Board of 

Supervisors has been arrested on multiple felo-
ny sex offense charges, according to Sheriff Dan 
Smith.

Malcolm Roach Sr., 70, of 170 Fairystone 
Church Loop in Stuart, was arrested Monday, 
June 9, on 10 felony counts of attempting to pos-
sess bestiality materials.

Smith said his office executed a search war-
rant at Roach’s residence on January 8. Com-
puter devices seized during that search were 
analyzed by the Virginia State Police High Tech 
Crimes Division.

According to Smith, the analysis indicated 
that multiple bestiality websites were accessed 
between February 13–15, 2024. He also alleged 
the analysis showed attempts to delete content 
related to those websites.

Patrick County Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Dayna Bobbitt said the charges stem from in-
dictments handed down by a grand jury seated 
in Patrick County on June 2.

An indictment is not a determination of guilt, 
but rather a finding that enough evidence exists 
to proceed to trial.

The indictments allege that Roach “unlawfully 
and knowingly attempted to produce, distribute, 
publish, sell, transport, finance, possess, or pos-
sess with the intent to distribute obscene mate-
rial depicting a person engaged in sexual contact 
with an animal,” Bobbitt said.

Each offense is classified as a Class 6 felony, 
which carries a potential sentence of up to five 
years in prison, a fine of up to $2,500, or both.

“These charges reflect the Commonwealth’s 
commitment to thoroughly investigate and pros-
ecute crimes involving obscene and exploitative 
content,” Bobbitt said in a Monday release.

“These investigations are lengthy, technical, 
and can be complicated,” Smith added. He said 
the investigation is ongoing.

Patrick County Sheriff’s Lt. Steve Austin is 

Democratic Primary 
Election set for June 17 

Voters participating in the Democratic Prima-
ry Election will head to the polls on Tuesday, 
June 17. All polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 
p.m. A sample ballot is printed in this newspa-
per showing the names of the candidates. 

Voters are also reminded to bring an accept-
able form of identification with them on Elec-
tion Day, as Virginia law requires that all vot-
ers present an acceptable form of identification 
when voting. Any voter who does not have ac-
ceptable ID may sign an ID confirmation state-
ment. 

A registered voter needing to vote early may 
do so in person at the Registrar’s Office, locat-
ed at the Patrick County Veterans’ Memorial 
Building, 106 Rucker St, Rm 216C, Stuart. The 
office is open Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The final day for early voting is Saturday, June 
14, at 5 p.m. For additional information contact 
the Registrar’s Office at (276) 694-7206. 

Patrick County polling places and their loca-
tions are: 

Dan River District 
Ararat - Ararat Ruritan Bldg. 4711 Ararat 

Hwy. 
Claudville - Claudville Community Bldg. 

1828 Red Bank School Rd. 
Willis Gap - Willis Gap Community Center 

144 The Hollow Rd. Peters Creek District 
Dry Pond - Peters Creek Community Bldg. 

2130 Dry Pond Hwy. 
Patrick Springs - Patrick Springs Fire Sta-

tion 181 Spring Rd. 
Russell Creek – New Hope Community 
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Renovations underway to 
repair roof at Mabry Mill 
By Taylor Boyd
Construction to replace and 

preserve the shake roof of Mab-
ry Mill for future generations is 
currently underway.

The renovation, which start-
ed earlier this month, is expect-
ed to be completed in July.

Blue Ridge Parkway Founda-

tion Communications Director 
Rita Larkin said the organiza-
tion is contributing more than 
$100,000 for the project. 

“Any other costs are being ad-
dressed by the National Park 
Service,” she said.

According to a June 3 re-
lease, scaffolding will surround 

the mill and limit access to the 
building’s interior during the 
renovation project. Park visi-
tors will still be able to explore 
the adjacent turn-of-the-centu-
ry structures and trails.

“This roof replacement proj-
ect required extensive planning 

Renovation is currently being done to repair Mabry Mill’s roof.

Shelton & Williams to Headline Final 
PCMA Show Before Summer Break
By Taylor Boyd
Shelton & Williams 

will headline the Pat-
rick County Music 
Association’s (PCMA) 
final show before its 
summer break on Sat-
urday, June 28.

The event will be held 
at the Rotary Building 
in Stuart. Doors open 
at 5 p.m., with music 
beginning at 6 p.m.

PCMA President 
Denny Alley said Shel-
ton & Williams, a trio, 
will perform a mix of 
country and bluegrass 
music.

“They do a variety of 
music,” he said.

Jordan Morrison & 
The Foothill Boys, a 
PCMA show regular, 
will also perform.

PCMA’s monthly 
music shows will re-
sume in October at the 

Patrick County High 
School (PCHS) audito-
rium.

While last month’s 
show drew a good 
crowd, Alley said its at-
tendance was affected 
by conflicting events, 
including graduation 

at the Patrick County 
High School.

“We didn’t do the 
greatest, but we didn’t 
do the worst,” he said.

Concessions will be 
available for purchase 
from the Patrick Coun-
ty Shooting Education 

Team, with proceeds 
supporting firearm 
safety education for lo-
cal youth.

For more information 
or to view past perfor-
mances, visit Facebook.
com/PatrickCountyMu-
sicAssociation.

Shelton & Williams will headline the Patrick County Music Association’s (PCMA’s) Saturday, 
June 28 show.

Swink plans to put financial expertise 
to work as Smith River Supervisor

By Taylor Boyd
Rick Swink hopes to put his 

financial expertise to work for 
Patrick County if he is success-
ful in his November bid for the 
Smith River District seat on 
the Board of Supervisors.

A financial advisor with Ed-
ward Jones, Swink said his 
professional background in 
personal finance and budgeting 
gives him a solid foundation to 
help the county navigate fiscal 
challenges.

“While personal finance and 
public finance are slightly dif-
ferent, the basics are the same,” 
said Swink, 40, who currently 
works remotely for the firm’s 
home office.

He will face Malcolm Roach 
in the race. Incumbent Doug 
Perry is not seeking reelection.

Swink said he decided to run 
after hearing from several com-
munity members and spending 
time in prayer.

“Apparently, being new to the 
area is a good thing. I moved 
here back in September, and 
one of the hesitations I had 

about this is because I was new 
to the area that I thought I 
might not be well-received, but 
apparently new to the area is a 
pro in a lot of people’s books,” 
he said.

Swink relocated here from 
the New River Valley. Since 
considering a run for office, 
he said he has binge-watched 
Board of Supervisors meetings 

to get up to speed.
“It seems to me there’s kind 

of a need for transparency and 
responsibility—both fiscal and 
to the citizens of the county and 
the district—and freedom to 
live the way people want to live 
out in this part of the state,” he 
said.

Swink noted that many resi-
dents value the absence of zon-
ing laws and want to maintain 
the ability to do what they wish 
with their property.

“And balancing that with 
people’s desires to not have cer-
tain things nearby them is a lit-
tle bit of a decision to make, but 
there is a responsibility to the 
citizens of the district to vote in 
their best interest,” he said.

On transparency, Swink 
said he’s heard concerns about 
closed-door meetings and wants 
to better understand what top-
ics are legally required to be 
discussed in executive session.

“Me being new to the coun-
ty, I don’t know how pervasive 
that is. This is just what I’ve 

Rick Swink is seeking the Smith River 
District seat on the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors in the November 
election.

� (See Swink p. 3)

� (See Mabry Mill p. 2)

Malcolm Roach Sr.

� (See Roach p. 3)
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By Rebecca Adcock 
And then, one fairy 

night, May became 
June. ~ F. Scott Fitz-
gerald. I am unsure if 
it was fairies or Father 
Time that sped this cal-
endar up to flip the page 
to June. We are already 
half way done with the 
year. Where are you on 
your 2025 Goals list? 
Myself, behind but mak-
ing small steps toward 
progress.

May was filled with 
meetings and events. 
The Chamber hosted 
our lunch and learn 
“Pre-Venture Planning 
for Entrepreneurs” on 
Tuesday, May 6th. We 
had a great turnout and 
look forward to working 
with the individuals who 
attended as they work to 
develop their business 
ideas.

 I attended the lun-

cheon for the Patrick 
County Education Foun-
dation. The Founda-
tion is raising funds to 
be able to initiate their 
Patrick Promise. This 
program covers the cost 
of tuition for Patrick 
County students to at-
tend Patrick & Henry 
Community College for 
free. Thank you to the 
Board of Supervisors, 
the County EDA, Prim-
land, and many private 
donors who are making 
this program a reality 
for our youth and invest-
ing in education for Pat-
rick County. 

The big event for the 
month for the Chamber 
was attending the Fed-
eral Bank of Richmond’s 
Investing in Rural con-
ference. This year’s con-
ference spotlighted the 
strategies and solutions 
that support economic 

strength in rural com-
munities — embracing 
empowerment, working 
together, and leveraging 
assets.

These extra meetings 
were in addition to the 
regular monthly meet-
ings that involved the 
Downtown Revitaliza-
tion project for Stuart. 
This project is slowly 
moving along. We hope 
to be completely under 
contract for construction 
of facade improvements 
by the end of July. 

I attended the Outdoor 
Recreation plan meeting 
at Reynolds Homestead. 
This meeting highlight-
ed some of the initial 
plans for enhancing out-
door recreation in Pat-
rick County.

I would also like to 
highlight a few events 
that took place with the 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation. They re-
ceived news that their 
large implementation 
grant for Blue Ridge 
Rising was awarded. 
Blue Ridge Rising is the 
initiative to unify all the 
gateway communities 
that are along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. This 
action plan provides a 
comprehensive region-
al strategic plan to ad-
vance travel, outdoor 
recreation, and related 
economic development 
in the 29 counties and 
gateway communities 

along the parkway.   
This action plan is the 
result of over two years 
of community meetings 
and strategic planning 
that the Chamber and 
other community stake-
holders were a part of.  
One aspect of the plan 
is to have an ambassa-
dor representative from 
each of the 29 counties. 
I am the ambassador 
for Patrick County. We 
had a conference call 
this month to share the 
news of the grant award 
and work on the next 
steps. Due to my role as 
ambassador, I was able 
to meet with Blue Ridge 
Parkway Foundation 
staff at Mabry Mill this 
past Friday to talk with 
news outlets about the 
restoration work that is 
starting on Mabry Mill’s 
roof and then moving on 
to the Puckett Cabin. I 
know how much we all 
love the parkway and 
want to see it main-
tained and enhanced for 
visitors and residents. I 
invite anyone to regis-
ter and attend the Blue 
Ridge Rising Summit, 
which will be held July 
8-10th in Roanoke.

All these meetings 
were in addition to our 
many local events that 
start the summer sea-
sons. Both our farmers’ 
market, Stuart and 
Fairy Stone, opened for 
the season. The First 

Friday Summer Jam 
season kicked off in May 
as well as the Strawber-
ry Festival that turned 
out to have a great 
weather day for record 
vendor turnout. 

June looks to be as 
busy. Longer daylight 
means more time to 
get out there and en-

joy Patrick County. For 
complete event listings, 
visit the Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
website at www.patrick-
chamber.com or call the 
office (276) 694-6012.

(Adcock is the execu-
tive director of the Pat-
rick County Chamber of 
Commerce)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

This lab mixed female 
is a sweet girl, but will do 
best as an only pet.

The shelter is drown-
ing in kittens. Several 
more have come into the 
shelter. Please save the 
life of a mom cat and/or 
kitty.

This red girl was found 
on Church Hill Lane in 
Woolwine. No one came 
looking for her. Such 
soulful eyes and a sweet 
personality.

Free spay/neuter and 
rabies vaccinations are 
available. Call the Pat-
rick County Public Ani-
mal Shelter at (276) 694-
6259, visit the shelter or 
their Facebook page, to 

find information about 
these and other available 
pets in need of a forever 
home. Adoption fees are 
$10 and include spay/
neuter and rabies vacci-
nation. 

The Blue Ridge Animal 
Welfare League provides 
pet food assistance and 
information about low-
cost spay/neuter services; 
we are always in need of 
pet food donations. Con-
tact blueridgeawl@gmail.
com for details.  

To see more pictures 
and videos of the cats and 
dogs at the shelter, visit 
our Facebook page at 
Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League.

Pets of the Week

Chamber Chat
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Mabry Mill
(cont. from page 1)

to ensure historical accuracy. This ini-
tiative is being undertaken with the 
assistance of the National Park Ser-
vice’s Historic Preservation Training 
Center (HPTC). The HPTC will install 
hand-riven white oak shakes crafted 
by Cumberland Mountain Craftsman 
based in Harrogate, Tenn. This ven-
dor was carefully selected for its at-
tention to detail and ability to create 
the 6,000 authentic shakes required,” 
the release stated.

Foundation Vice-President of En-
gagement Kevin Brandt said the or-
ganization’s community of stewards 
has a long-standing commitment to 
preserving Mabry Mill.

There are a number of critical needs 
at this historic site, which can be ad-
dressed by leveraging donor support 
in conjunction with our partnership 
with the National Park Service. We 
look forward to continuing to support 
the preservation of this treasured 
site,” he said.

Previous Mill projects include re-
building its waterwheel and wooden 
flume.

While the Foundation doesn’t have 
a set list of planned projects for the 
Mill, Larkin said the group will con-
tinue to raise funds for keeping it 
open to the public and an educational 

area for visitors.
“We just work closely with” the Na-

tional Park Service “and figure out 
what steps they want to take next. 
The first step was the roof, and now 
we’ll work with them on whatever 
they feel like is the next best way to 
preserve the Mill,” she said.

Larkin said the Foundation also has 
the Rocky Knob Cabins on its radar 
for needing repairs, but doesn’t have 
any plans for it at the moment.

Larkin doesn’t believe the Park 
Service has anyone planned to lease 
the Mill’s restaurant this year. The 
restaurant was last operated about 
two years ago.

“They do have a gift shop in there 
operated by America’s National 
Parks,” she said.

Over the summer, the Blue Ridge 
Music Center will host free Milepost 
Music concerts at the mill on the first 
and third Sundays of each month from 
2-4 p.m. through September.

The June 15 concert will feature 
Carrie Hinkley and Virginia Hollow.

Patrick County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Rebecca 
Adcock said she’s hopeful the reno-
vations will have a positive impact as 
they’re going to spruce up the mill.

In addition to the roof repairs, Ad-

cock said renovations will be done to 
pillars inside the building and planks 
along the water wheel side. The park 
service will also potentially backwash 
the flume to make it function better 
and dredge the pond.

“Once they get done with Mabry 
Mill, they are moving down to Puck-
ett’s Cabin to restore it,” she said.

Adcock believes more people will 
visit the area to see the work being 
done.

“It’s the same thing with the road. A 
lot of people are upset with the (U.S.) 
58 expansion, but it also has driven a 
little bit of tourism cause people are 
interested to see the progress and the 
scope of the work. I think it holds true 
for the parkway service as well and 
projects going on with the Mill. So, 
we anticipate some increase in traffic 
there and then at the Puckett’s Cabin 
when things are restored,” she said.

Felecia Shelor, owner of the Poor 
Farmers’ Market in Meadows of Dan, 
said the work to repair the mill will 
have a beneficial impact on the com-
munity as a whole.

“We’re really happy to see this, and 
relieved. If Mabry Mill had not been 
maintained and restored and repaired 
it would not be complete devastation, 
but extremely devastating to Mead-

ows of Dan,” she said.
During the peak season, Shelor es-

timates the mill attracts about 500-
1,000 visitors daily.

“It’s just the main tourist attraction 
here in Meadows of Dan. It’s a huge 
impact, so we’re really grateful that 
the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation 
has chosen to invest in it,” she said.

However, because the mill is made 
of wood, Shelor said it’s going to need 
more repairs in the future.

“It’s not like a one-time fix on any of 
these things. It has to be a consistent, 
federally managed effort to keep it 
all maintained well, and that’s where 
something has gone wrong in the last 
15 years,” she said.

Before the late 15 years, Shelor said 
maintenance to the mill and the park-
way was great. She added the road 
sides were mowed, the overlooks were 
pristine, and campgrounds, picnic ar-
eas, historic places, and rail fences 
were maintained.

“Now, it’s not nearly maintained 
well enough, and that can’t fall to the 
fundraising organization, which is 
generously helping restore the roof on 
Mabry Mill. This is a federal govern-
ment problem…because the federal 
government owns the property,” she 
said.

The renovation, which started earlier this month, is expected to be completed in July. 
Rebecca Adcock (in foreground) visited the work site recently.

The work was funded by the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation and the National Park Service 
and is expected to increase tourism in the Meadows of Dan community and the county.

Rebecca Adcock at Mabry’s Mill helping on a project.
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Grand jurors in Patrick County 
handed down more than 30 indict-
ments on June 2, according to re-
cords in the Patrick County Court 
Clerk’s Office.

An indictment is not an indica-
tion of guilt, but a grand jury’s de-
termination that enough evidence 
exists to warrant a trial.

Those named in the indictments 
are:

*Jonathan David Bocock, 38, of 
Stuart, hit and run, Nov. 9.

*Justin Wyatt Woodall, 43, of 
Claudville, possession of Schedule 
I or II drugs, Aug. 21.

*Nathaniel Lawrence Barker, 
29, of Meadows of Dan, strangula-
tion, Sept. 23.

*James Devontae Flood, 24, of 
Martinsville, one count each ut-
tering and forgery, Oct. 3, 2023.

*Ivy Rayne Hollinger, 32, of Stu-
art, one count each possess ammu-
nition by felon and possession of 
Schedule I or II drugs, Feb. 4.

*China Marie Welch, 31, of Ri-
ner, one count each possession of 
a firearm by non-violent felon, and 
larceny of a firearm, on or between 
Feb. 25-26, 2024.

*Terry Lee Cardwell, Jr., 55, of 
Madison, NC, one count each bur-
glary and possession of burglary 
tools, March 26.

*Daniel Wayne Reynolds, 71, of 
Patrick Springs, one count each 
possession of a firearm by violent 
felon and concealed carry by felon, 
Aug. 29, 2024.

*Franklin D. Rose, Jr., 39, of 
Stuart, one count each malicious 
wounding, violate protective order 
with injury, and violate protective 
order by stalking, on or between 
Dec. 5, 2024, and Jan. 14, 2025.

*Joshua Christopher Herring, 
40, of Lawsonville, N.C., two 
counts possession of Schedule I 
or II drugs, on or between Jan. 17 
and Feb. 4.

*Lawrence Wesley Forehand, 
64, of Capron, malicious wound-
ing, Oct. 5.

*Kelly A. Forehand, 63 of 
Capron, malicious wounding, Oct. 
5.

*Maranda Lee Castano, 43, of 
Stuart, possession of Schedule I or 
II drugs, Feb. 14.

*Andrew Roy Hill, 39, of Stuart, 
malicious wounding, Dec. 19.

*Eric William Walker, 28, of 

Stuart, attempted 1st degree mur-
der, Nov. 6.

*Rodney Aaron Turner, 32, of 
Stuart, assault and batter on law 
enforcement officer, Nov. 9.

*Jasmine Marie Chapman, 21, 
of Stuart, possession of Schedule I 
or II drugs, Nov. 6.

*Danny Ray Harris, AKA Don-
ny Ray Harris, 43, of Martins-
ville, possession of Schedule I or 
II drugs, Nov. 20.

*Griffith Coy Goodyear, 35, of 
Stuart, one count each burglary, 
intentional damage, and violate 
protective order, Jan. 23.

*Dionte Morris Nowlin, 23, of 
Stuart, threat to kill in writing, 

Nov. 12.

*Steven Ray Joyce, 51 of Stu-
art, possession of Schedule I or II 
drugs, Sept. 3.

*Katelyn Briona Dunn, 19, of 
Stuart, possession of Schedule I or 
II drugs, Sept. 16.

*Billie Jo Nelson, 31, of Stuart, 
assault and batter on law enforce-
ment officer, Oct. 28.

*Richard Lee Byrd, 44, of Pat-
rick Springs, break and enter, 
Dec. 20.

*Brianna Michelle Morgan, 28, 
of Critz, possession of Schedule I 
or II drugs, Jan. 17.

*Matthew Ryan Scott, 39, of 
Patrick Springs, unauthorized use 
of a vehicle, Dec. 8.

Painter scholarship awarded

The Eldon Ray Painter Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Lexi Cutchins (center), by 
Sharon Shepherd (left) and Tommy Shepherd. 

Flag Day display 
installed at library
In honor of Flag Day 2025, Ann McConnell and Julie Brannon, members of the Colonel 
Abram Penn Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution NSDAR (DAR), installed 
a display at the Patrick County Branch of the Blue Ridge Regional Library. Flag Day is 
celebrated June 14 and commemorates the adoption of the Flag of the United States on 
June 14, 1777 by resolution of the Second Continental Congress. 

Swink
(cont. from page 1)

Democratic
(cont. from page 1)

Indictments issued in June

Church, 1863 Clark House Farm Rd 
Mayo River District 
Critz/Stella - Hardin Reynolds El-

ementary School 3597 Dogwood Rd. 
Liberty - Patrick Henry Volunteer 
Fire Department 3125 County Line 
Rd

Blue Ridge District 
Meadows of Dan - Meadows of Dan 

Community Bldg. 2858 Jeb Stuart 
Hwy 

Stuart Fairgrounds - Hooker Build-
ing, Rotary Field, 420 Woodland Dr. 

Stuart Community - Stuart Com-
munity Center (Patrick Henry Com-
munity College, Patrick Site) 212 
Wood Brothers Dr. 

Smith River District 
Elamsville - Fairystone Fire Sta-

tion 6687 Fairystone Park Hwy. 
Woolwine - Smith River Rescue 

Squad Bldg. 9962 Woolwine Hwy.

Marriage Licenses 
According to records in the Patrick County 
Circuit Court Clerk’s office, the following 

marriage licenses were issued in May:

Jody Adkins Jr. - Amber Robinette
Chadwick Moore - Collette Ellis
Freddie Willard Jr. - Joy Howard 
Johnny Brown - Lauren Crews

Shannon Pack - Jakelynn Boyd 
Charles Page - Allison Boyd 
Kerrie Hill - Brandon Royal

been hearing from people here that 
I’ve spoken to… so it’s going to be a 
learning experience for me on what 
legally should be in behind-closed-
door meetings and what can be pub-
lic,” he said.

Still, Swink believes maximizing 
what is visible to the public is a good 
thing.

While he hasn’t yet studied the 
county budget in depth, Swink said 
he’s concerned by what he’s seen 
and heard—particularly the reli-
ance on contingency funds and the 
lack of earmarked allocations within 
the general fund.

“Everything’s just kind of lumped 
into a general fund rather than 
divvied out, earmarked for specific 
things,” he said.

He also cited concerns about the 
potential for tax increases.

“You can’t always avoid raising 
taxes because costs of everything 
are going up all the time, but doing 
whatever we can to minimize or to 
not raise taxes is important,” he 
said.

Swink, who earned a degree in 
residential property management 
from Virginia Tech, worked in real 
estate and property management 
from 2007 to 2019 before transition-
ing into financial advising.

While he hasn’t yet laid out specif-
ic goals for his term if elected, Swink 
said he plans to listen closely to his 
constituents.

“For me, it’s just going to be listen-
ing to the people that talk to me, lis-
tening to the folks here in the Smith 
River District and seeing what they 
want and trying to get those things 
done,” he said. “I’m new to even the 
decision to run, so what I hope to ac-
complish is what the citizens of the 
district want me to accomplish.”

Swink is also an active member of 
the Smith River Rescue Squad and 
the Woolwine Volunteer Fire De-
partment. He lives with his Ameri-
can bulldog, Sam, and is learning to 
keep chickens. In his free time, he 
enjoys hiking, camping, riding his 
motorcycle, and sitting by the fire 
pit.

leading the investigation in coordi-
nation with the Commonwealth’s At-
torney’s Office and the Virginia State 
Police.

Roach was released on a $7,500 se-
cured bond.

Last month, Roach announced 
his candidacy for the Smith River 
District seat on the Patrick County 
Board of Supervisors.

He attended the regular board 
meeting on Monday, June 9. Speak-
ing afterward, he said he was shocked 
by the charges.

He said authorities initially seized 
his computer while investigating the 
death of his wife, Angela Laprade 
Roach.

“On the computer they found por-
nography. I’m not denying it, it’s 
there. But I counseled with a young 
guy who was on meth, and he come 
to my house quite often, would spend 
an entire day, and he’s doing well,” 
Roach said, adding that he made the 
mistake of letting the man use his 
computer.

“I came in, and I actually caught 
him looking at porn,” Roach said. 
“He lost his computer privileges, 
and that’s basically the whole story. 
There’s nothing else to it.”

He said he doesn’t know what the 
authorities have done or are trying to 
do. “But at this time, all I can do is 
just push the paperwork onto an at-
torney and go on,” he said.

Roach said he still intends to run 
for the Smith River District seat in 
the November election.

“Why not?” he asked.
Roach has not yet submitted the 

necessary paperwork to qualify for 
the ballot. “I was going to do it today 
(Monday), but I was busy,” he said, 
chuckling. 

“You know what? God is always in 
control, always. So, while I was there 
(sheriff’s office), I actually got to talk 
to a young guy, another young man 
who I helped with meth, but unfor-
tunately, he had a relapse. But God 
put me in the right place at the right 
time, and I got to talk to him today 
too, so God makes good things come 
from bad,” Roach said, adding that 
people will make up their own minds.

“People who know me know, and 
people that don’t (know me) can come 
to a conclusion. They’re entitled to 
that,” he said. “But I’m not going to 
run, I’m not going to hide, I’m not go-
ing to stay at home. This is me, take 
it or leave it.”

Roach
(cont. from page 1)



THE ENTERPRISE
VOICE OF THE PEOPLE SINCE 1876 - A PART OF PATRICK COUNTY’S HERITAGE

4 - Wednesday, June 11, 2025

Are Blackouts or 
Brownouts Coming?

Many families have 
prepared for the return 
of summer.

Plans include pool 
parties, barbecues and 
vacations.

Some plans will ac-
count for summer heat. 
Air conditioning and 
other tools will be in-
creasingly used to keep 
homes cool.

This increased elec-
tricity demand means 
that our electric grid 
will be under greater 
stress.

We are already hear-
ing of potential break-
ing points this summer 
in our electric grid.

The Friday before 
Memorial Day, Energy 
Secretary Wright issued 
an emergency order 
directing the Midconti-
nent Independent Sys-
tem Operator (MISO) to 
ensure a coal-fired pow-
er plant in Michigan re-
mained operational.

Wright issued the or-
der to minimize the risk 
of blackouts ahead of 
the high electricity de-
mand expected.

New Orleans is part 
of MISO, a regional grid 
operator that provides 
transmission service 
to all or part of 15 U.S. 
states as well as Mani-
toba, Canada.

Notwi ths tand ing 
keeping the plant open, 
the New Orleans metro 
area suffered a large 
and unexpected power 
outage during Memori-
al Day weekend. At the 
blackout’s peak, more 
than 100,000 customers 
lost electricity.

According to news 
website Axios, utilities 
were aware of the strain 
on the grid for at least 
48 hours before the dis-
ruption.

Reports confirmed 
that two of the region’s 
nuclear power plants 
lost connection to the 
grid. One was due to 
expected maintenance, 
the other was unexpect-
ed. Constrained by a 
lack of energy supply, 
grid operators cut pow-
er to customers in New 
Orleans.

Entergy, an electric 
utility company in the 
region, said that the 
forced outages directed 
by MISO were done to 

prevent a larger scale 
and more prolonged 
power outage from im-
pacting the electric grid.

This blackout was not 
the only major power 
outage in recent mem-
ory.

On April 28, Portugal 
and Spain witnessed 
the worst blackout in 
their history, affecting 
55 million people, per 
British newspaper The 
Guardian.

Airports were shut 
down, cars drove on 
streets without traffic 
lights, hospitals resort-
ed to backup generators 
and some people were 
stuck in elevators!

While the Iberian 
Peninsula blackout con-
tinues to be investigat-
ed, it is interesting to 
note that on April 16, 
Spain reported its first 
weekday where its na-
tional power grid was 
100% reliant on renew-
able power.

A coincidence? May-
be, maybe not!

Coincidentally, in a 
recent Virginia Tech 
press release, professor 
and Power and Energy 
Center director Dr. Ali 
Mehrizi-Sani highlight-
ed how the systems that 
control these clean ener-
gy sources are more sus-
ceptible to blackouts.

As parts of the world 
transition to renew-
able energy sources 
like wind and solar, the 
lack of seamless grid 
adaptation to the use of 
these sources, as illus-
trated by the blackout 
in Spain and Portugal 
and by experts like Dr. 
Mehrizi-Sani, threat-
ens destabilization of 
electric grids and more 
blackouts.

For years in Con-
gress, I actively warned 
about the threats posed 
by leftist policies that 
attempted to gut our 
grid’s reliance on fossil 

fuels and convert to re-
newables.

Federal policies, like 
the Obama-era “War on 
Coal” and the Biden Ad-
ministration’s so-called 
Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA), shunning reli-
able baseload forms of 
energy like coal and 
natural gas have made 
our electric grid more 
vulnerable to failure. 

California’s reliance 
on renewables contin-
ues to subject residents 
to rolling brownouts. 
California has since, 
seemingly, mitigated 
the issue, but according-
ly has one of the highest 
electricity rates in the 
country.

In 2013, the Tennes-
see Valley Authority 
(TVA) announced plans 
to close eight coal-fired 
power units, citing a flat 
demand for power.

They have already 
closed five, but have 
opened several natural 
gas power plants.

TVA customers have 
experienced rolling 
brownouts as energy 
demand increases.

I have already intro-
duced a bill this year to 
help improve our elec-
tric grid.

H.R. 3632, the Power 
Plant Reliability Act of 
2025, allows states and 
regional grid operators 
to delay proposed clo-
sures of baseload power 
plants forced on them 
by state or federal man-
dates and regulations 
until a reliability solu-
tion is implemented.

This bill was passed 
by the House Energy 
Subcommittee on June 
5.

There are also ele-
ments of the House rec-
onciliation bill that sup-
port our electric grid. 

In the House bill, we 
curtail some IRA tax 
credits, which disincen-
tivize coal and natural 
gas power plants. We 
kept the incentives for 
nuclear because of its 
significant potential for 
baseload power.

We also create an en-
ergy project insurance 
pool to help protect en-
ergy investors from per-
mits being revoked for 
coal, oil, critical miner-
als, natural gas or nu-
clear installations.

This de-risking com-
pensation fund will 
make it harder for fed-
eral policies to discour-
age and phase out these 
reliable sources of ener-
gy.

I will continue advo-
cating for reliable ener-
gy solutions that secure 
America’s electric pow-
er grid!

Call the Abingdon of-
fice at (276) 525-1405, 
the Christiansburg of-
fice at (540) 381-5671, 
or email by visiting 
www.morgangriffith.
house.gov with ques-
tions or comments.
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Lessons from Mr. Rigney, then and now
I recently had the opportunity 

to glance at the applications sub-
mitted for the George D. Rigney 
Memorial Scholarship, which was 
presented at the Senior Awards As-
sembly on May 8.  The applications 
for this scholarship showcased the 
character, aptitude, scholarship, 
and leadership skills of numerous 
seniors. 

While I didn’t know any of these 
students, nor did I participate in the 
selection process, the presentation 
of this scholarship was very import-
ant to me.  It was an opportunity 
for the graduating seniors and their 
families to be reminded of the great 
teacher, who was once a senior class 
sponsor for so many years. As part 
of his duties, he helped plan gradu-
ation and he announced the names 
of the boys as they began their walk 
across the stage.  

I did not attend the awards cere-
mony this year, but I wonder how 
many of the men in attendance had 
a memory of Mr. Rigney clearly 
enunciating every syllable of their 
name at their own high school grad-
uation. I also wonder how many of 
them reflected on those much need-
ed grammar lessons taught in Mr. 
Rigney’s classroom.  However, I 
expect that many of the men most-
ly remember the mornings before 
school started when they congre-
gated in his room just talking about 
whatever was on their minds. He 
provided love, guidance, and edu-
cation to so many people in Patrick 
County with ease and willingness 
between 1967 and 1998.  

Mr. Rigney made graduation a re-
ality for many students who might 

have otherwise given up on the pos-
sibility.  For struggling students, he 
arrived in June for summer school 
helping them meet their English 
requirements.  He wrote countless 
references for jobs, scholarships, 
and college admission applications. 
His dedication to his students and 
his profession supersedes that of 
most teachers.  

I was informed that a young man 
by the name of Cameron Collins re-
ceived the scholarship this year.   I 
assume he is kind with a genuine 
concern for others and desires that 
everyone be treated fairly just as 
Mr. Rigney did. Congratulations to 
Cameron!  

This weekend I plan to visit Mr. 
Rigney’s grave and place a small 
garden flag covered with little grad-
uation hats.  I take this little flag 
up there every May and leave it 
all summer.  I then place it in the 
trunk of my car and leave it until 
the following year.  It is getting old 
and faded, and I would buy a new 
one if I could find a similar one.  I 
also fill up the bird feeder that I pre-
viously placed on the other side of 
his stone.  Animals and school were 
two of his three favorite things, al-
though family was always first for 
him, and he had a huge one.  

 I have told both my boys, Brax-
ton (a JAG officer in the US Army) 
and Rigney (a teacher) to always 
find a “Mr. Rigney” to guide them in 
their daily work.  It is my hope that 
graduates everywhere will find a 
“Mr. Rigney” to guide them through 
college and career endeavors. 

Marsha Marcela,
Boone, N.C.

Building Patrick County’s future, together
In our respective roles dedicated 

to promoting an increasingly pros-
perous Patrick County, we want 
to take this opportunity to express 
a very special thanks to Patrick’s 
elected leaders and those whom 
they appoint.

As has been reported here, the 
Patrick County Education Founda-
tion and Patrick & Henry Commu-
nity College have been quite active 
recently in promoting the Patrick 
Promise, an opportunity for Patrick 
County High School graduates to 
attend P&HCC at a cost that is free 
to the family.  We have been moti-
vated to promote the Promise be-
cause PCHS graduates who enroll 
at P&HCC have not had the same 
benefit that their peers from Mar-
tinsville and Henry County have 
enjoyed. By leveling the playing 
field, the Patrick Promise is, also, a 
direct investment in Patrick’s eco-
nomic development and can serve 
as an effective mitigant for families 
who may otherwise rule out a com-
munity college education for their 
child because of financial stress.

We are very grateful that this 
community investment has been 
enthusiastically embraced by the 
Patrick County Board of Super-
visors, the Patrick County School 
Board, and the Patrick County 
Economic Development Authority 
through their recent actions.  And 
we say, simply, thank you!  

Indeed, the leadership provided 
by these three leading bodies with-
in Patrick sets a valuable tone for 
all other potential donors. Matter of 
fact, when we approach individual 
or corporate donors with our ask for 
their support, one of the first ques-
tions we receive is “Is the County 
providing support?” We are very 
excited, and again grateful, that we 
can proudly report that our county 

leaders are leading the way with 
this key investment in Patrick’s fu-
ture.

The Board of Supervisors, School 
Board, and Economic Development 
Authority join several businesses, 
other foundations, PCHS alum-
ni, and individuals in moving the 
fundraising for the Patrick Promise 
to the point that we should be able 
to launch this valuable opportuni-
ty for PCHS graduates in the not-
too-distant future.  As we do so, we 
recognize that for the investment 
to have a sustained, year after year 
effect, funding will continue to be 
needed across the community.  

So, on behalf of everyone who has 
stepped forward to date, including 
our County leaders, we invite you 
to consider how you may join this 
effort to strengthen our County.  
You can visit our website (web ad-
dress) to make your one-time or re-
curring gift at any time.  

By giving to the Patrick Promise, 
we will all realize a win-win-win 
proposition: 

-A win for individual graduates 
who can earn meaningful creden-
tials that lead to in-demand, high-
wage jobs.

-A win for employers who need 
a steady pipeline of talent to keep 
their businesses competitive and 
growing.

-A win for Patrick as more people 
live better, healthier lives, thereby 
contributing to the economy, sup-
porting their families, and building 
a stronger, more vibrant Patrick 
County for all of us.

Thank you for your support of the 
Patrick Promise and an increasing-
ly thriving Patrick County!

Dr. Stewart Roberson, PCEF 
Board Chairman,

Dr. Greg Hodges, P&HCC Presi-
dent

If you enjoyed the recent 
columns by Ben Williams and 

Holly Kozelsky, they are 
available weekly in the Henry 

County Enterprise

Get your print or digital 
subscription today by calling 

(276) 694-3101 or visiting(276) 694-3101 or visiting
henrycountyenterprise.com
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers

Pvt. Charles T. Martin & Sgt. James 
W. Hudnall

By Beverly Belcher Woody
I haven’t written much about our 

heroes from World War I, so I thought 
this week would be a good time to 
share the story of two of Patrick Coun-
ty’s brave Doughboys. What I discov-
ered was the heartbreaking tale of an 
uncle and nephew—Pvt. Charles T. 
Martin and Sgt. James W. Hudnall—
who were both killed in action on the 
same day, in the same battle.

Charles Tilton Martin was the 
eighth of eleven children born to 
Thomas Jefferson Martin and Delilah 
Justine Grady of Nettle Ridge. He 
entered the world on July 24, 1893, 
in Patrick County. His oldest sister, 
Ada Lee Martin, born March 6, 1877, 
married William R. Hudnall on Feb-
ruary 17, 1895, also in Patrick Coun-
ty. Shortly after their marriage, the 
couple moved to East Beardstown in 
Cass County, Illinois.

Ada Lee and William had four chil-
dren in Illinois: Jesse Walter (born 
1896), James William (born 1897), 
Grace May (born 1900 and passed 
away in 1901), and Eva Irene (born 
1906). Tragically, the children were 
orphaned in 1906 when William died 
on April 27 and Ada Lee passed away 

just months later, on December 14.
After their parents’ deaths, Jesse 

and James returned to Patrick Coun-
ty to live with their maternal grand-
parents, Thomas and Delilah Martin. 
Their little sister, Eva, was taken in 
by members of the Hudnall family. 
Sometime between 1910 and 1920, 
the Martin family relocated from 
their farm in the Critz area to Leaks-
ville, North Carolina, where Thomas 
and several of his children worked in 
the cotton mills.

On June 22, 1916, James Hudnall 
enlisted in Company G, 120th In-
fantry, 30th Division of the North 
Carolina Army National Guard in 
Reidsville. A little over a year later, 
on July 26, 1917, Charles Martin fol-
lowed in his nephew’s footsteps and 
joined the same unit. The two men re-
mained stateside until May 12, 1918, 
when they departed from Boston Har-
bor aboard the Bohemian, bound for 
France.

Both Sgt. Hudnall and Pvt. Martin 
were killed in action on September 
29, 1918, during intense fighting near 
Bellicourt, in the Aisne department 
of Picardy, France. Sgt. Hudnall was 
just 21 years old; Pvt. Martin was 
24. That day, 241 American soldiers 
lost their lives—128 of them from the 

120th Infantry Regiment—marking 
the deadliest single day of the war for 
North Carolinians.

Sgt. James W. Hudnall was post-
humously awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross for extraordinary hero-
ism. His citation reads:

“After being twice wounded, Ser-
geant Hudnall continued to lead his 
platoon in the attack, capturing two 
machine guns. In later action, he 
received additional wounds which 

caused his death.”
According to U.S. Headstone Ap-

plications for Military Veterans, Pvt. 
Charles T. Martin is buried at Law-
son Cemetery in Leaksville, North 
Carolina. Sgt. James W. Hudnall 
rests near his Martin grandparents 
at Critz Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Critz, Virginia.

For questions, comments, or story 
ideas, I can be reached at rockcastlec-
reek1@gmail.com or (276) 692-9626.

Pfc Charles Martin from Find A Grave

Pfc Martin WWI Service Card

Sgt. J W Hudnall from Find A Grave

Sgt. Hudnall WWI Service Card

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Advi-
sor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Social Security Questions Asked 
Over Coffee 

Dear Rusty: My coffee conversations among a 
group of friends have resulted in several questions 
about Social Security: 

1. What happens to the Social Security account of 
someone who dies before retirement age. What hap-
pens to that money and where does it end up?

2. How does the decreased birth rate of the USA 
affect future Social Security benefits?  

3. Is a person who has never contributed to the So-
cial Security System entitled to any benefits from the 
Social Security Administration?  

4. Is there a central location online that a person 
can access that explains the history and current sta-
tus of the Social Security System, that explains all of 
it in simple terms. I would like to be able to give this 
location to people I talk with about Social Security. 

Most of the articles we read are like slogging 
through mud! I enjoy AMAC articles and am college 
educated, but the average reading level in the US is 
less than 6th grade. Thank you for considering these 
questions. Signed: Curious Reader 

  Dear Curious: Thank you for your readership, 
and I’ll be happy to tackle your “over coffee” questions 
about Social Security: 

1. Social Security is a “pay as you go” program, 
where all money collected from workers is used to 

pay benefits for all those who are currently receiving 
Social Security. In other words, all money contribut-
ed is used to pay benefits to others already receiving 
benefits. It is not put into a separate account for each 
person, and that is a good thing. Most people get more 
from Social Security than they ever contributed, but 
benefits are paid for life, regardless of how long one 
lives. The specific answer to your question is that if 
someone dies before retirement age, the money con-
tributed has already been used to pay benefits to oth-
ers. Keep in mind though, that a surviving spouse or 
minor or disabled adult child may also collect benefits 
on a deceased person’s Social Security record. 

2. The decreasing birth rate in the US hurts Social 
Security. That’s because fewer babies mean fewer 
future workers contributing to the Social Security 
program. FYI, in 1950 there were about 15 workers 
contributing to SS for every one person collecting ben-
efits, but today there are less than 3 workers for each 
SS beneficiary. That problem is exacerbated by the 
steadily increasing U.S. life expectancy. Beneficiaries 
are now often collecting SS benefits for decades from a 
program designed to pay benefits for only a few years. 

3. Only those who have worked and contributed 
to Social Security through payroll taxes for about 10 
years (40 quarters of SS credit) are eligible to collect 
SS Retirement benefits. However, some dependent 
spouses and/or dependent minor or dependent dis-
abled children who have never worked might also be 
eligible for benefits from the worker’s Social Securi-
ty record. Along with each U.S. state, the SSA also 

administers another program, known as Supplement 
Security Income (SSI), on behalf of the federal gov-
ernment. However, federal “SSI” benefits are not paid 
with Social Security funds. “SSI” is a separate govern-
ment benefit program, with federal benefits paid from 
the general U.S. Treasury. 

4. There are lots of places to get information about 
Social Security, but I suggest you start at our AMAC 
Foundation Social Security information website, 
which can be found at www.socialsecurityreport.org. 
Here you will find numerous articles about Social Se-
curity, retirement, Medicare, etc., as well as all the 
Ask Rusty articles I have published weekly over the 
last 8 years. You can also find excellent Social Security 
information on our AMAC Foundation main website, 
www.amacfoundation.org. And, of course, you can al-
ways ask any questions you have via email to SSAd-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Or, if you prefer, you can 
just call us on 1.888.750.2622 if you have questions 
about Social Security or about Medicare enrollment. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

An Incredible Journey to Health: Jose Rivera
The highest my weight has ever been was 300 

pounds (136 kg), shortly after high school. Since 
then, I had tried a multitude of things to lose weight; 
even losing 50 pounds by going on the famed Atkins 
diet. The weight loss never lasted long because my 
motivations for losing weight were all wrong, and 
I had never developed a lifestyle of overall health. 
Discouragingly, I quickly gained all of my weight 
back.

In addition to being overweight, my overall 
health was terrible. Even though I was hardly 20 
years old, I had high cholesterol, sleep apnea, and 
my blood pressure was consistently in the hyper-
tensive range (greater than 145/90). I was always 
stressed because of various issues, so I also took a 
lot of aspirin. This did a number on my stomach lin-
ing and I ended up with a stomach ulcer, as well as 
chronic indigestion and acid reflux. I couldn’t sleep 
on my back at night without vomiting. In fact, I had 
to sit up in bed just to sleep. I frequently had heart 
palpitations and had to wear a heart monitor for a 
month. I had anxiety and would wake up drenched 
and shaking in a cold sweat.

Where things changed:
I was at church one day when a church member, 

Dr. Jason Shives, challenged me to try something 
called a “Daniel Challenge.”

This is what the Daniel Challenge is:
It’s a method of fasting; rather, a partial fast, 

meaning that some foods are eaten and others are 
restricted.

The Daniel Challenge is based on the fasting ex-
periences of Daniel, a figure in the Biblical Old Tes-
tament. Daniel was among the best and brightest 
of the Israelites of his time. In the book of Daniel 

in the Bible, the backdrop is set: King Nebuchad-
nezzar of Babylon had seized Jerusalem, the capital 
city of Judah, and had taken King Jehoiakim cap-
tive and overrun God’s temple.

As the victor, King Nebuchadnezzar had the pow-
er to select and “enlist” young Israelite men to serve 
in his Babylonian palace, and he wanted only the 
best. So, he chose young men from wealthy, influ-
ential families who are strong, handsome and in-
telligent, and who demonstrated strong leadership 
qualities.

Daniel and three of his friends were “enlisted” 
in a three-year training time prior to entering the 
king’s service. The scenario looked like this: Daniel 
and his friends—men of deep faith and devoted to 
God—were placed in a pagan palace to be trained 
up to serve a pagan king, a process complete with 
a prescribed diet of food and wine from the king’s 
own table. Daniel, being a man of conviction, asked 
the following:

“Please test your servants for ten days, and let 
them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink.” 
– Daniel 1:12, NKJV

It took some convincing, but Daniel’s request was 
granted, and after ten days, Daniel and his com-
rades were brought before the king. The results? 
Their health and appearance “appeared better than 
all the young men who consumed the ‘best’ food of 
the land from the very table of the king.”

Their test of faith had proven them to be true to 
God.

I took up the challenge.
 I took up Dr. Shives’ challenge and in ten days, I 

had already lost 10 ponds. After that, I determined 
as Daniel had to eat nothing that would defile my-

self. It was a long struggle, but again like Daniel, I 
relied on the power of God to overcome my years of 
bad habits.

Little by little and step by step, I started to make 
significant changes to my life:

Diet: I cut out red meat, and then all meat except 
for fish. Then, I finally cut out fish, then cheese, 
and then dairy altogether. Finally, I removed con-
diments and spices from my diet too, relying only on 
whole foods to give flavor to my food.

Fitness: I also started exercising more, riding my 
bike as much as I could, whenever I could.

Where I am now:
I’m free. Medication-free, guilt-free, stress-free, 

and fat-free. And, from once being over 300 pounds, 
I reached my lowest weight of 140 pounds (64 kg) in 
less than a year’s time.

Balance is always important. When many of my 
family members and friends thought that I was a 
little too skinny, I ate a few more avocados and pea-
nut butter sandwiches—now I’m hovering between 
153-157 pounds (69-71 kg). I love being a normal 
weight, the way God intended me to be. I can sleep 
like a baby and ride my bicycle several miles per 
day. I even went out for a run after my weight loss 
and found that I could run more than a mile when 
before, I couldn’t even run for 20 seconds before 
feeling like I was going to pass out.

I thank God for my transformation story. It 
wasn’t easy, but so worth it. Without His help, I 
couldn’t have done it.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Jason 
Shives, MD. Used by permission from www.lifeand-
health.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring – Resources for 
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)
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Sports Briefs

Dan River downs Cougars in regional semi final

By Pat Delaney
The Dan River Wildcats ended 

the season for the Patrick County 
High Cougars in the Class 2 Region 
C semifinal game, played at Ferrum 
College on June 2. The Wildcats rode 
two big innings to an 11-1 win.

Dan River scored 5 runs in the sec-
ond and the fourth, putting the game 
out of reach behind strong pitching.

“Their pitcher pitched really well, 
you can’t take anything away from 
him. He did a hell of a job. Hats off 
to him and the game he played,” said 

Cougar head coach Tal Swails. “We’re 
good enough to compete in that game. 
We just had a bad day.”

The Cougars finished the season 
with a 15-5 record. 

Coach Swails said after the game 
of how proud he was of his team, in-
cluding his five seniors. For Chance 
Corns, Gavin Fain, Easton Harris, 
Noah Jessup and Jackson Horton, 
it may have been their last game 
in Cougar green and gold, but what 
they accomplished with their team-
mates has been remarkable.

“I’m so proud of those five guys,” 
said Swails. “They’ve been great stew-
ards of Cougars baseball. They’ve 
been in the program since they were 
in the seventh grade, and they’re go-
ing to be missed dearly, but they’ve 
had great careers, and they’ve got 

nothing to be ashamed of. They can 
be disappointed about this game, but 
they’ve all had incredible careers” in-
cluding the 2023 state championship. 
“They’ve been to the peak, and now 
they’re in the valley, and that’s base-
ball.”

The Cougars gather between innings.

Easton Harris tags out the Wildcat runner.

Four Lady Pats earn NJCAA Division 
III First Team All-America Honors

Four standout student-athletes from P&HCC’s 
Lady Pats softball team have been named to the 
2024-25 NJCAA Division III Softball All-Amer-
ica First Team. This recognition comes on the 
heels of a historic season that saw the Lady Pats 
finish as national runners-up at the 2025 NJCAA 
DIII Softball World Series.

The four Lady Pats earning First Team 
All-America honors are Laila Rodriguez (short-
stop), Greenly Elliott (outfielder), Kayla Bartley 
(pitcher), and Rachael Gooch (catcher).

These student-athletes were instrumental in 
leading P&HCC to the regular season champion-
ship, which included a deep run to the national 
championship game, where the Lady Pats ulti-
mately finished second to North Dakota State 
College of Science.

“This is a tremendous accomplishment not just 
for these four phenomenal athletes, but for our 
entire program. This honor reflects the commit-
ment of our players, coaches, and supporters to 
building something special here,” said Athletic 
Director Brian Henderson.

“To have four players named NICAA First 
Team All-American is incredible. These young 
women put in the work every day and pushed 
each other to be great. I’m proud of their growth, 
their leadership, and the legacy they’ve left 
for future Lady Pats,” said Head Coach Robbie 
Campbell.

To view the full list of NJCAA Division III Soft-
ball All-Americans, visit:

https://www.njcaa.org/sports/sball/2024-25/
div3/all-americans/index

Laila Rodriguez Greenly Elliott Kayla Bartley Rachael Gooch

All-District honors for Cougars baseball
Six Cougar baseball players were named to the 

Three Rivers All-District team for their outstand-
ing play this season. Leading the way was 1st Team 
outfielder Jaiden Wilson. 

Receiving 2nd team All-District honors were 
shortstop Noah Jessup, catcher Erik Martinez-Te-
jeda, outfielder Gavin Fain and at large player, 
Christian Hylton. Receiving honorable mention 
All-District honors was first baseman, Jackson 
Horton.

Four Lady Cougars make soccer all-district 
team

The Lady Cougars soccer team had four named to 
the Three Rivers All-District team.

Earning second team honors were forward Kyra 
Titular, forward, Raeli Moran, midfielder Kendall 
Williams, and defender Daryl Lynn Combs.

Cougar Track & Field shines at VHSL State 
Championships

The Patrick County High Cougar track team had 
some impressive performances at the VHSL Track 
& Field State Championships at James Madison 
University, June 6-7.

Gracen Conner took second place in the 200M, 
with a time of 26.25, just a fraction off the winner’s 
time. Conner also placed 5th in the 400M.

Sadie Martin placed 4th in the 3200, and 6th in 
the 1600. In the boys 3200, Noah Hiatt finished 
14th and Hunter Martin finished 15th, as well as 
17th in the 1600. Fisher Martin took 17th in the 
800.

The relay team of Ellianna Montgomery, Cam-
eron Rakes, Callie Wood, and Sadie Martin placed 
7th in the girls 4x800. In the boys 4x800, Noah Hi-
att, William Overby, Hunter Martin, Fisher Martin 
took 9th, and the team of Fisher Martin, Nathan 
Callahan, Glenn Stovall, and Xavier Torres-Seda 
placed 15th in the 4x400.

� (See Sports p.8)

Moore named district 
player of the year; six Lady 
Cougars named all-district
By Pat Delaney
Journey Moore was named Three 

Rivers District Player of the Year. 
Moore ranked in the top three in the 
district in most offensive categories, 
including a .529 batting average, 
and won five games as a pitcher.

The Lady Cougar softball team 
had six players named to the Three 
Rivers All-District team. Leading 

the way was senior Lilly Hazel-
wood, named to the 1st team at sec-
ond base. Also making the 1st team 
was catcher Journey Moore, pitcher 
Jenna Woods, and Taylor Lawless 
as the designated & flexible player.

Hayden Lawless was named to 
the 2nd team as an at large player, 
and shortstop Lauren Hazelwood 
earned honorable mention honors.

Journey Moore has been named Three Rivers District Player of the Year.

PCHS Volleyball Camp for 
K-6th graders

Patrick County High School will 
offer a volleyball camp for elemen-
tary aged kids. The camp is a great 
opportunity for those interested in 
learning or improving their volley-
ball skills, and maybe one day, get-
ting to play for the Lady Cougars.

The camp is July 14-15 at the 
PCHS gym. The cost for the camp 
is $30 on camp day. Campers will 
receive skills training, a T-shirt and 
more.

For more information, email hei-
di.moore@patrickk12.va.us. WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Rawls sues city manager, deputy over removal from 
council meeting

Martinsville City Council mem-
ber Aaron Rawls filed a civil rights 
lawsuit June 2 in federal court al-
leging his First, Fourth and Four-
teenth Amendments were violated 
at a March 25 Martinsville City 
Council meeting.

The five count suit names City 
Manager Aretha Ferrell Benavides 
and Martinsville Sheriff’s depu-
ty Reva Keen in their personal 
capacity. It was filed in Danville 
by William H. Hurd, of the Rich-
mond-based law firm Eckert Sea-
mans Cherin & Mellott. 

The 15 page filing requests judg-
ment against Keen and Ferrell-Be-
navides, “jointly and severally, for 
compensatory” and punitive dam-
ages in an amount to be determined 
at trial, and/or alternative damag-
es. The filing also asks for attorney 
fees and costs incurred by Rawls, 
and demands a jury trial. 

The filing states that Rawls used 
the time allotted to him during a 
recent council meeting to criticize 
the leadership of the city, and to de-
clare his opposition to a pay raise 
for the City Manager.

In response, an armed deputy 
sheriff, allegedly acting at the di-
rection of the City Manager, imme-
diately seized Rawls and forced him 
to leave his chair, leave the meet-
ing, and leave the building where 
the meeting was being held.

The suit states that on March 25, 
the city council held a regular pub-
lic meeting for the transaction of 
public business. as a council mem-
ber, Rawls attended the meeting 
and took his seat on the dais along 
with other council members.

Ferrell-Benavides was also pres-
ent at the meeting, and, while she 
has no vote, she also sat on the dais 
along with council members.

Keen was also present at the 
meeting “for the ostensible purpose 
of providing security. Keen was 
dressed in her uniform as a Depu-
ty Sheriff and was displaying her 
badge of authority and was visibly 
carrying a firearm along with other 
paraphernalia typically used by law 
enforcement officers for the purpose 
of subduing subjects of arrest as 
needed,” the suit states.

Aaron Rawls

Man rescued from Bowen’s Creek after apparent 
medical emergency

A man was pulled from Bowen’s 
Creek in the Bassett area on Tues-
day, June 3, after experiencing an 
apparent medical emergency while 
swimming, according to Henry 
County Sheriff Wayne Davis.

Davis said the man is believed 
to have suffered a medical episode 
while in the water, prompting a 
rescue by his family members.

“He subsequently had to be res-
cued from the water by his family 
members,” Davis said. “Those same 
family members initiated CPR and 
continued until the rescue units 
arrived on scene and took over.”

The Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice received a call reporting a 
large gathering at the scene and 
responded to assist with crowd 
control so emergency personnel 
could provide medical treatment.

Once the Bassett Volunteer Res-
cue Squad arrived, first responders 
took over CPR efforts and were 
able to achieve a return of spon-
taneous circulation—successfully 
restarting the man’s heart, Davis 
said.

The estimated “downtime,” or 

the period the man was without a 
heartbeat, is believed to be about 
eight minutes. Davis said the ini-
tial 911 call came in at 5:16 p.m., 
and the Bassett squad arrived at 
5:24 p.m. He estimated that the 
man’s family performed CPR for 
approximately 10 minutes before 
EMS crew members took over.

The man was later airlifted from 
a nearby landing zone at Mount 
Hermon Church of the Brethren by 
Air Life 1. His identity and current 
condition have not been released.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Davis

Davis brings light to community, special needs stories 
through the lens

Daydream Photography is more 
than a business—it’s a mission. Run 
by Adam Davis, the studio has become 
a familiar presence at community and 
charity events throughout Martins-
ville and Henry County. With a focus 
on supporting special needs families 
and highlighting moments of genu-
ine connection, Davis uses his lens to 
showcase the heart of the community.

“I really started for special needs. 
My daughter is nonverbal and autis-
tic, so I noticed that there was no pho-
tography business in the industry for 
special needs,” Davis said.

Motivated by a personal gap in the 
market, Davis began partnering with 
local businesses like The Ground 
Floor to build his portfolio. As his 
business grew, so did his mission.

“No one was featuring small busi-
nesses or the town in the light that it 
should be, so I ended up creating Mar-
tinsville Mondays and started to pho-
tograph local events, starting to build 
our community up,” he said.

Daydream Photography offers por-
traits, headshots, and wedding pho-
tography, but Davis says the heart of 
his work lies in filling gaps within the 
community—by uplifting others and 
capturing moments that might other-
wise be overlooked.

Davis first discovered photography 
around age 14, during a class at Pied-

mont Arts.
“It kind of started there, when he 

showed us how light can be manipu-
lated for photography,” Davis said.

He began experimenting with dif-
ferent styles using a small camera, 
and by his 20s had upgraded to a mid-
grade model to capture photos of fam-
ily and friends. Fifteen years later, he 
officially launched Daydream Photog-
raphy in 2023.

“The light can be the best friend of a 
photographer or his worst enemy,” he 
said. “It’s one of the things you need to 
study the most.”

Adam Davis and his daughter, Delilah, 
prepare to take a picture together.

Patriot Players hit a high note with Sister Act

The Patriot Players at Patrick & 
Henry Community College opened 
their latest production, Sister Act, 
on May 30. The disco-infused come-
dy blended soul music and a convent 
setting in a lively onstage spectacle 
that had the audience cheering af-
ter nearly every number.

The two-hour performance 
marked one of the group’s more 
mature shows, with themes that 
may not be suitable for young view-
ers. Still, it drew an opening-night 
crowd of more than 100.

The story follows “Delores,” a 
lounge singer who finds herself hid-
ing in a convent after witnessing a 
crime. Over time, she grows from a 
self-centered performer to a valued 
member of the struggling Covington 
community. The heart of the show 
emphasizes joy, transformation, 

and the power of chosen family.
“It’s a show about joy, resilience, 

and community,” said producer 
Devin Pendleton.

The performance ran smoothly, 
despite a few minor technical hic-
cups. “Tonight, during ‘Overnight,’ 
Eddie’s rip-away costume didn’t 
work. We’ve probably done it 50 
times. This was the first time it 
didn’t work—he was supposed to 
reveal into white and then back 
into the cop look. But that’s live the-
ater,” Pendleton said.

Pendleton also highlighted the 
regional talent involved in the pro-
duction. “Folks ask me all the time, 
‘Where do you get these folks? Are 
they professionals?’ They’re all 
right here—Martinsville, Eden 
(N.C.), Roanoke. They’re all local 
and regional,” he said.

The P&HCC Patriot Players’ production of Sister Act ran through June 8.

Bass contest relocates to Smith River Complex, breaks attendance records
Bryant Radio’s long-running and 

sometimes controversial bass com-
petition found new energy—and a 
bigger audience—after relocating to 
the Smith River Sports Complex. The 
53rd anniversary event drew a record 
crowd and featured competitors from 
multiple states.

“This is our first venue here at the 
Smith River Sports Complex. It looks 
like we got an excellent crowd,” said 
store owner and Henry County Super-
visor Joe Bryant. “We’ve been doing it 
since 1988.”

 The event traces its origins back to 
a challenge from the Sony Corpora-
tion.

“The only time we ever stopped 
was the three years from the COVID 

years. But in the last several years we 
have been getting bigger, and then 

the contests are getting louder,” Bry-
ant said.

Bryant said the change was driv-
en by a desire to accommodate the 
event’s growing popularity and re-
spond to concerns from nearby res-
idents. Moving the contest to a dedi-
cated outdoor venue gave participants 
more space—and volume—without 
interfering with neighborhood peace.

“I said, why not? You know, so we 
built the car up and took it to the 
show, and since then we’ve been roll-
ing,” Bryant said. The store, now in 
its 53rd year, still brings a specially 
equipped Honda with a custom sound 
system to the competition.

Bryant Radio’s 53rd annual bash — a 6X National Sound Pressure League (NSPL) event 
and a bass wars sound competition was held at the Smith River Sports Complex for the 
first time this year.
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Three Lady Pats named 
NFCA NJCAA DIII First 

Team All-American

Patrick & Henry Community 
College softball standouts Kay-
la Bartley, Laila Rodriguez, and 
Greenly Elliott have been named 
to the NFCA NJCAA Division III 
First Team All-American Team. 
This national recognition is one 
of the highest accolades in junior 
college softball and is a reflection 
of the trio’s standout performanc-
es throughout the 2025 season.

Kayla Bartley, one of the na-
tion’s leading pitchers, was a 
dominant presence in the cir-
cle this season. Her power, un-
matched competitiveness, and 
ability to rise in big moments 
made her a cornerstone of the 
Lady Pats’ postseason run.

Laila Rodriguez, a return-
ing member of the 2024 nation-
al championship team, brought 
leadership and relentless energy 
to the field each game. Known for 
her versatility and speed, Rodri-
guez was a game-changer both of-
fensively and defensively.

Greenly Elliott, also a 2024 
national champion, set the tone 
for the Lady Pats as leadoff hit-

ter and center fielder. Her abili-
ty to ignite the offense and cover 
ground in the outfield was instru-
mental in the team’s success.

Together, these All-Americans 
helped lead P&H to a national 
runner-up finish in 2025, con-
tinuing the program’s run as one 
of the elite in NJCAA Division III 
softball.

Head Coach Roger Campbell 
praised the student athletes for 
their remarkable achievements, 
saying,

“Kayla, Laila, and Greenly are 
the heart of our team. They’ve set 
the standard for what it means 
to be a Lady Pat—tough, selfless, 
and committed to excellence. 
What they’ve accomplished is 
nothing short of extraordinary, 
and they’ve helped put P&H 
softball on the national map. I 
couldn’t be prouder.”

The NFCA NJCAA Division III 
All-American Team is selected 
by a committee of coaches from 
across the country and honors 
the top players in the nation at 
the two-year level.

OBITUARIES 

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
MONDAY AT NOON

Terri S. Wood, Manager
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call 304-647-5724 
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ads@mountainmessenger.com.
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Coleen Fulcher Shough 
Coleen Fulcher 

Shough, age 96, passed 
away on June 1, 2025.  
She is survived by 
daughters, Susan Mc-
Donald of Aiken, SC 
and Rita (John) Arrup 
of Huntersville, NC; 
granddaughters, Katie 
(Polo) Lopez and Kel-
ly Paige Arrup, and a 
loving extended fam-
ily. She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Eldon Shough, 
her parents, seven sib-
lings, her son-in-law, 
and her great-grand-

son.  Although recent-
ly residing in Aiken 
County, SC, she dearly 
loved her hometown 
and her home church 

of Providence United 
Methodist Church in 
Patrick Springs where 
a graveside service 
will be held on Friday, 
June 6, 2025, at 1:00 
PM. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contri-
butions may be made 
to Providence United 
Methodist Church, 
1021 Providence 
Drive, Patrick Springs, 
Virginia 24133. Online 
contributions may be 
made by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Dalton Lee Derrow 
Dalton Lee Derrow 

entered the world 
quickly and joyfully on 
February 15, 2025, in 
Harrisonburg, Virgin-
ia. Even in his earliest 
days, he was known 
for his radiant smile 
– smile so bright and 
contagious it brought 
light to everyone 
around him.  His gig-
gles filled every room 
with warmth and joy, 
and those cherished 
moments will forever 
remain in the hearts 
of those who knew 
and loved him. Dal-
ton passed peacefully 
in his sleep on May 
30, 2025. Though his 
life was brief, he left a 
lasting impact of love.

Dalton is lovingly 
survived by his moth-
er, Alice Helms Der-
row, and father, Jus-
tin Scott Derrow, both 
of Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia; his big sister, 
Olive Riane Derrow, of 
Harrisonburg, Virgin-
ia; his grandparents, 
Earlene and Clayton 
Helms, Brent Derrow 
and Liz Porcaro; and 
his great-grandpar-
ents, Robert Smith, 

Francis Derrow and 
Evona Helms.

He is also survived 
by his aunts and un-
cles; April Helms and 
her devoted partner 
Jackson Hawes, Jeff 
and Jessica Jones, 
Ethan Derrow, Car-
la and Paul Pavon, 
Christina and Jake 
Snyder, and Ashley 
Whitehead; Dalton 
was dearly loved by 
many great uncles, 
aunts, cousins and ex-
tended family.

He was preceded in 
death by his grand-
mother, Vicki Smith; 
great-grandfathers, 
Coy Helms, Warren 
Derrow, and Earl 
Spady; great-grand-
mothers, Janice Smith 

and Mary Rose Spady; 
his uncle, Justin 
Helms; and his cous-
ins, Zachary Ross and 
Zachary McBee.

A service to cele-
brate Dalton’s life 
will be held on June 
14, 2025 at Conner’s 
View Primitive Bap-
tist Church in Mead-
ows of Dan, Virginia. 
The family will receive 
friends and loved ones 
beginning at 12:00 
noon, with the service 
to follow at 1:00 p.m. 
Burial will follow in 
the church cemetery.

In honor of Dalton’s 
bright and joyful spir-
it, the family kindly 
asks attendees to wear 
bright and cheerful 
colors to reflect the 
sunshine he brought 
into all of our lives.

For friends and 
family in Harrison-
burg and beyond who 
are unable to attend, 
a separate celebra-
tion of life service 
will be planned and 
announced at a later 
date. Online condo-
lences may be made by 
visiting www.moody-
funeralservices.com.   

Kayla BartleyGreenly Elliott

Lady Cougars beat Dan 
River, fall to Chatham 

in regional playoffs
By Pat Delaney
Due to rainy weather, the Patrick 

County High Lady Cougar softball 
team had to wait four days to get 
their Regional playoff first round 
game on June 2 against Dan River. 
After giving up a first inning home 
run, the Lady Cougars came right 
back with two runs in the bottom of 
the first, and would get the win, 10-5.

Lady Cougar starting pitcher 
Hayden Lawless, after giving up the 
first inning home run, struck out the 
next two batters and held Dan River 
scoreless for the next 4 innings, strik-

ing out six.
After being honored in a pre-game 

ceremony, senior Lilly Hazelwood led 
the Lady Cougars at the plate, go-
ing 3-4 with a home run and 3 RBIs. 
Journey Moore was 3-3 on the night 
with 2 RBIs and Hayden Lawless 
was 1-3 with 3 RBIs.

The next night, the Lady Cougars 
made the trip to the Botetourt Sports 
Complex in Troutville for the region-
al semi-final matchup with Cha-
tham, falling 7-0 to end their season.

The Lady Cougars finished the sea-
son with a 17-5 record.

Senior Lilly Hazelwood was honored prior to the Dan River game.

Journey Moore tags out the Dan River runner.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Proverbs 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. Where did Jesus ride a colt 
as people strewed branches 
along His path? Derbe, 
Jericho, Jerusalem, Joppa

3. Who promised God if 
He gave her a baby boy no 
razor would ever touch his 
head? Rachel, Hannah, Lois, 
Jezebel

4. What was the river that 

the Israelites crossed when 
they entered Canaan? Pison, 
River of Fire, Jordan, Tigris

5. From 1 Kings 20, which 
city’s walls fell on 27,000 
men? Jericho, Samaria, 
Sodom, Aphek

6. Who sold his birthright 
to his brother? Cain, Esau, 
Judas, Isaiah

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Jerusalem, 3) Hannah, 4) 
Jordan, 5) Aphek, 6) Esau

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK

Stick Built Evangelism
By Van Yandell
Matthew 7:26-27 “And every one 

that heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand: And the rain de-
scended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”

Carpenters sometimes use the term 
“stick framing” to describe a type of 
residential construction. Stick framing 
utilizes dimensional softwood lumber 
(spruce, pine, fir) to construct the skel-
etal/framing system of a house. 

The cases of tornados and hurri-
canes destroying entire communities 
have exceeded any foreseeing of such 
events. We could not have imagined 
just a few years ago that such massive 
damage could occur. 

As of May 28th, 2025, 1018 touch-
downs of tornados had been reported 
in the continental United States ac-
cording to a major news network.

Things change, and that includes 
weather patterns. Shifts in atmo-
spheric conditions are an anomaly 
that even the most knowledgeable of 
meteorological prognosticators could 
not have foreseen. 

Excuses have been offered such as 
the burning of fossil fuels, for these 
changes. The arrogance of mankind to 
think we could alter God’s creation is 
almost humorous. When we begin to 
think/believe we are in control, disas-
ters are looming on the horizon.

Spanish fishermen began to notice 
the warming waters in the Pacific we 
know as El Nino in the 1600’s, nearly 
300 years before man began to burn 
fossil fuels. No one then had anything 
to offer as an excuse. It was and con-
tinues to be a natural phenomenon 
that makes it appear the climate is 
changing every few years. 

The massive evaporation of Pacific 
waters due to the El Nino effect, cre-
ated levels of flooding in North Amer-
ica, Europe and in September of 2023, 
Libya in North Africa. Resulting snow 
accumulations in mountainous areas 
also were much greater than normal.

To use such natural occurrences 
as political footballs speaks volumes 
about those that pervert information 
to meet their own agenda.

The weather anomalies causing the 
excessive wind storms and destruction 
like our current generations have nev-
er seen will likely continue. One obvi-
ous solution is to change our building 
techniques.

My first mission assignment to Ken-
ya left me with many memories. One 
of those memories was watching a con-
struction crew place hand cut stones 
into a building wall. Four very strong 
young men were required to place the 
large rectangular stones in place.

That wall will be standing a thou-
sand years from now. If a wind comes 
to blow it down, our entire planet will 
be blown away. Built long ago, many 
buildings such as that one are still 
standing and as strong as ever.

Traveling in Europe we notice build-
ings, especially the castles and cathe-
drals that were build millennia ago, 
still in use and showing very little sign 
of wear and tear.  

On a construction job in Spain, I 
asked a member of the church, “Why 
are you building a church for a congre-
gation of 120 that will hold 3000? His 
response, “In a hundred years, it will 

be full.” Some are gifted and hopeful to 
see far into the future. I had not wit-
nessed such rock-solid building mate-
rials and techniques as I saw there.

In Gochina, Russia I helped build a 
church wall of brick laid in pure Port-
land cement one half meter (about 19 
½ inches) thick.

We slept in a house in Wales that 
was built in 1595. On Orkney Island, 
Scotland we prayed in St. Magnus ca-
thedral. The foundation was laid in 
1137 and took 300 years to complete. 
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome was built 
beginning in 1506 and completed in 
1626 replacing the Basilica built by 
Emperor Constantine in the fourth 
century. 

In Greenock, Scotland we visited the 
church in which Margie’s great-great 
grandparents worshipped before sail-
ing to the New World in the 1830’s.

It certainly appears we in America 
build structures to last a few years, 
tear them down and build new. Per-
haps this is a practice of capitalism 
but the lives lost in stick built houses 
and manufactured housing cannot be 
justified with economic pursuits.

Temporary is not an acceptable word 
in road or bridge construction. High-
ways in many countries fail because 
of inadequate foundations. There’s a 
lesson in that!

Jesus told His believer-followers to 
tell the world about Him and the eter-
nal salvation He offered by a faith-
based belief in Him crucified for the 
remission of sin and resurrected. 

Have we become as negligent in our 
obedience of His word as we have in 
our techniques of building construc-
tion? We build houses that will blow 
away in a tornado or hurricane and 
those are becoming more and more 
frequent and destructive. Are we rein-
forcing the faith in ways that will be 
dismissed as easily and quickly? 

We have become a people that seem 
to have the attitude “we can do no 
wrong.” The opposite appears to be the 
case when our actions and techniques 
obviously fail. Perhaps storm shelters 
would be a reasonable addition to any 
new house build.

The aftermath scenes of a tornado 
path appeared as scattered toothpicks. 
This stick framing technique that has 
been used for years no longer works. 
It is unsafe in today’s world just as 
our old methods of evangelism are not 
working. 

The church has become a stick-
framed house in tornado alley. It is 
time to re-evaluate. To see homes re-
duced to rubble in seconds is alarming 
and only those affected are noticing. 
When the church focus is on enter-
tainment and feel good preaching, the 
stick-frame house effect is sure to fol-
low.

Who knows? You or I may be next 
to die in a storm. Who will die without 
the saving knowledge of our Jesus be-
cause our evangelism no longer works? 
We must see every person as someone 
Jesus died for.

Will we begin to build houses with 
stone and concrete or continue with 
the vulnerable methods of the past? 
At times we have to realize, change is 
necessary because the old is no longer 
effective.

Van Yandell is a retired Industrial 
Arts teacher and framing carpenter, 
an ordained gospel evangelist and 
commissioned missionary. His email is 
vmy3451@gmail.com.
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No court appearance. 
Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.

com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-

4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nation-

wide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 

headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant 

offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-

268-4773

The County of Pat-
rick is accepting appli-
cations from qualified 
applicants for the tem-
porary, full-time posi-
tion of Reassessment 
Clerk.  The duration of 

employment will be from 
July 2025 through the 
completion of the real 

estate reassessment in 

early 2027.  The clerk 
will work under the 

general supervision of 
personnel from the pro-

fessional firm conducting 
the real estate reas-

sessment, performing 
extensive data entry of 
real estate records and 
general clerical support 
to the firm. The desired 
candidate must possess 
excellent data entry and 

clerical skills and be 
proficient in Microsoft 

Office.  The ability to set 
priorities, keep confi-

dential information, and 
work cooperatively with 
staff of both the county 

and the professional firm 
are essential.  The suc-
cessful candidate must 
be able to work with the 

public in a courteous 
and tactful manner and 
to work independently 
without direct supervi-
sion. The regular work 
week will be forty (40) 
hours from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Hours 

may vary, however, 
depending on the re-

quirements of the reas-
sessment firm. Overtime 
may be required. Hourly 

wage is $15.45.  This 
is a temporary position 
with no benefits. Appli-

cants must submit a Pat-
rick County employment 
application and resume 
to be considered for the 
position.   A link to the 
application is available 
on the Patrick County 

website at https://www.
co.patrick.va.us/Jobs.
aspx.  Applicants must 
be willing to submit to a 
background check and 
drug screen.  Applica-
tions must be received 

by Friday, June 20, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m. in or-

der to be considered.  
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, dis-
ability, or age.  

The County of Pat-
rick is accepting appli-
cations from qualified 
applicants for a part-
time Parks & Recre-

ation Assistant.  Duties 

of the position will in-
clude, but are not limited 

to, operating grounds 
maintenance mowing 
equipment, including 
tractors, mowers, and 

weed eaters; preparing 
ballfields; trash and 
debris collection and 

disposal; assisting with 
landscaping; miscella-
neous general grounds 

maintenance tasks; 
assisting with recre-

ational sporting events; 
and other duties as 

assigned by the Parks & 
Recreation Director. The 
preferred candidate will 
have experience with 
grounds maintenance 
equipment operation 

and be able to perform 
manual labor. A valid 

Virginia driver’s license 
is required.  This is a 
part-time position with 

no benefits. Hourly wage 
is $15.45.  The start 

date for the position is 
July 1, 2025 or later. 

Hours will be scheduled 
as required between 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

Evening, weekend, 
and flexible/irregular 
work schedules may 

be required. Hours are 
limited to 29 or less per 
workweek. The Patrick 

County employment ap-
plication is available at 
https://www.co.patrick.

va.us/Jobs.aspx.   Appli-
cants must submit a Pat-
rick County employment 

application to be con-
sidered for the position.  
The position will remain 
open until filled.  Appli-
cants must be willing to 
submit to background 
and drug screenings. 
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, dis-
ability, or age.  

The Patrick County 
Clerk of Circuit Court 

office is accepting 
applications from 

qualified applicants 
for the position of Ad-
ministrative Assistant.  

The position provides 
administrative support 
to the Clerk of Circuit 
Court and customer 

service assistance to 
the general public. This 

is a full-time position 
with annual benefits 

in excess of $16,000, 
which include vacation 
and sick leave, life and 
health insurance, and 

retirement.  Annual 
salary range is $32,000 
to $34,000.   Hours are 
8:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Monday through Fri-

day.  Overtime may be 
required.  A high school 
diploma or equivalent is 
required; an Associate’s 

degree is preferred.  
Experience in a legal 

or court environment is 
preferred. Proficiency 
in Microsoft Office is 
required. The Patrick 

County employment ap-
plication and a complete 
job description are avail-

able at  https://www.
co.patrick.va.us/Jobs.

aspx.   Applicants must 
submit a Patrick County 
employment application 
and resume to be con-
sidered for the position.   
The position will remain 
open until filled.  Appli-
cants must be willing to 
submit to a drug screen 
and background check. 
The County of Patrick 

is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, dis-
ability, or age.  

Huge Yard Sale
132 Diamond Dr, Bas-

sett. Thursday-Saturday, 
June 12-14 from 8am-

3:30pm Craftsman tiller, 
fishing, knives, cast iron, 

musical instruments 
and lots of vintage and 

household items. 

•Generac Portable 
Generator. 4,000 watts. 

$300 o.b.o.
•10” DeWalt Table 
Saw. $300 o.b.o.
•2021 Basstracker 

Pro Team 175. Dual 
console, two fishfinders, 

75h.p. Mercury. Used 
very little. $14,000. Call 

276-952-7462

2008 Ford F-150 
Heavy Duty. 4-wheel 
drive, 5th wheel trailer 
hookup. Like-new tires.

$6500. Call 276-229-
9373

Small parcel of land 
for sale @ 586 Mount Cal-

vary Church Rd, Stuart, 
VA 24171. If interested, 

please call (276) 694-2842 
between 10AM and 4PM.

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile,
closet & garage 

organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 
lawn mowers. Pick up 

and delivery for a reso-
nable charge based on 
your location. We offer 
disposal of old mowers 
with free pick up and 
sell used mowers and 

other power equipment. 
Call 276-694-3748. If 
no answer, leave your 

name and number. We’ll 
call you back.

MASTER CARPEN-
TER HOME RE-MOD-
ELER 40 years’ expe-
rience, repairs, decks, 
gutter cleaning, trim 
work, wooden bridge 

repair, power washing, 
tree cutting, demolition 
and anything else you 

need done.  Call Joe at 
(276) 229-1029.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 

Solutions reaching your 
target audience. Call 
this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More
Details!  Ronnie Jen-

kins II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters!  

FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for 

More Details! American 
Made Products!

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warran-
ty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-844-746-

2332

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Additional 
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $475+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. 

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

FOR SALE

NOW HIRING

LAND FOR SALE

YARD SALE

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Call Scott
647-5563 or

276-806-4433

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

(Please Note: Meeting/event information must be 
received no later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the 
desired publication date. Email to dhall@theenter-
prise.net.)

Meetings

Thursday, June 12
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Wednesday, June 18
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m. in 

the Town Office Building.

Events

Wednesday, June 11
The Patrick County Food Bank will distribute 

food boxes from 8:30-11 a.m. at 108 Commerce 
Street, Stuart and again from 5-6:30 p.m.; from 
8-10 a.m. at Fellowship Church in Ararat and 
from 5:30 p.m. until out of boxes at the Communi-
ty Building in Meadows of Dan.

Native Plants and Pollinators, 11a.m., Shelter 4; 
Turtle Time, 1 p.m., Visitor Center; Fairy Stone 
Hunt, 2 p.m., Shelter 4; Blobs in Your Backyard, 
4 p.m., Beach Breezeway; Full Moon Campfire, 9 
p.m., Amphitheater, Fairy Stone State Park.

Thursday, June 12
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group 

meets, 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary 
Field in Stuart. Entertainment by Junior Cassady 
and friends. Hot dogs, buns, Cole slaw, condi-
ments, and beverages will be provided. Attendees 
are asked to bring side dishes/desserts to share. 

Turtle Time, 10 a.m., Visitor Center; Fairy 
Stone Hunt, 12 p.m., Shelter 4; Insect Safari, 2 
p.m., Shelter 4, Fairy Stone State Park.

Friday, June 13
The Stuart Farmers’ Market will be open 8 a.m. 

to 12 p.m. with a selection of produce, metals, 
baked items, crafts, and more.

Woodland Mindfulness, 10 a.m., Shelter 4; Fairy 
Stone Hunt, 1 p.m., Shelter 4; Turtle Time, 2 p.m., 
Visitor Center; Roosting in the Rafters, 3 p.m., 
Beach Breezeway, Welcome Campfire, 7 p.m., Am-
phitheater, Fairy Stone State Park.

Saturday, June 14
Red Bank Ruritan Club will celebrate 70 years, 

12-4 p.m., 1828 Red Bank School Road, Claudville. 
Music will be provided by The Country Boys, Jor-
dan Morrison and the Foothill Boys, and Good-
fellers. Food and refreshments will also be served. 
Bouncy house, face painting, and more activities 
for children. Bring your own lawn chair.

Ararat Ruritan Club, 4711 Ararat Highway, Ar-
arat, will serve a country breakfast, 7:30-10 a.m. 
The cost is $10 per plate, which includes sausage, 
ham, apples, eggs, gravy, pancakes, homemade 
biscuits, and water, juice, or coffee. 

Francisco’s 2nd annual Car Show and Cruise In 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 7100 NC Hwy 
89W, Westfield, N.C. Everyone is welcome to bring 

their vehicles and the entrance fee for the car show 
is $20. Cruise-in parking will be free. 

Pilot View Baptist Church, 887 Pilot View Road, 
Hillsville, hosts a special outdoor singing and cook-
out, 6 p.m. By Grace will perform. 

Monday, June 16 - Thursday, June 19
Middle Cross Missionary Baptist Church will 

hold Vacation Bible School nightly, 6-8:30 p.m., 59 
Wayside Road, Stuart. 

Tuesday, June 17 - Friday, June 20
Stuart Baptist Church will hold Magnify Vaca-

tion Bible School, 6-8 p.m. each night, and conclud-
ing with a pool party/hotdog dinner after the final 
night’s program. Dinner will be served nightly. 

Friday, June 20
The community food truck will be at the Fairys-

tone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

The Stuart Farmers’ Market will be open 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. with a selection of produce, metals, 
baked items, crafts, and more. The Rise & Shine 
Youth Marker & Pressure Canner Gauge checks 
will also be at the Market.

Sunday, June 22
175th Homecoming Service at Sycamore Baptist 

Church, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., with lunch to follow. 
Members will share history and memories; the 
Sycamore Sisters and The Revelators will perform.

The Patrick County Historical Society will host 
local author, Beverly Belcher Woody, at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Patrick County Historical Museum, 116 W. 
Blue Ridge St., Stuart. Woody will talk about her 
popular “Patrick County Pioneers: Volume I” book 
and her weekly newspaper columns. Admission is 
free.

Homecoming service at Meadows of Dan Bap-
tist Church, 11 a.m. Special music by Tara Hol-
linsworth, covered dish lunch to follow.

Sunday, June 22 - Wednesday, June 25
New Hope Church of the Brethren will hold Va-

cation Bible School from 6-8:15 p.m. Dinner will be 
served nightly for children. Call and leave a voice-
mail at (276) 930-2121 if you need a ride on the 
church van.

Friday, June 27
The Stuart Farmers’ Market will be open 8 a.m. 

to 12 p.m. with a selection of produce, metals, 
baked items, crafts, and more. The Patrick County 
Master Gardeners will be on site to answer any 
questions.

Saturday, June 28
Movies in the Park, “Sonic 3,” will be shown at 

the Dan River Park in Ararat. Showtime is dusk. 
Concessions available. Call (276) 694-3917 for in-
formation. 

Friday, July 4
A 4th of July Bluegrass and Old Time Music 

Competition from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Vesta 
Community Center. Banjo, fiddle, guitar, mando-
lin, bands, vocals, and flat footling competitions 
with three levels each: children, teens, and adult, 
and cash prizes for the top three competitors. The 
opening ceremony will be held by Patrick Coun-

ty VFW Post 8467, and the quilts of valor will be 
presented at 10 a.m. Hotdogs, BBQ, lemonade, 
soft drinks, and desserts will be for sale. The quilt 
show will be by Mountain Top Quilters. The event 
also includes a tractor show and games for chil-
dren. Bring your own lawn chairs.

Ongoing

The Monday Market at Fairy Stone State Park 
will be held every Monday, rain or shine, through 
Labor Day from 5-7 p.m. at Shelters #3 & #4. This 
is a cash only market and parking is free.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or just 
come and listen.

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick County Alz-
heimer’s Group LLC. Monday, Wednesday & Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Members meet on the first 
Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the Alzhei-
mer’s office. New members are welcome. For more 
information, call (276) 693-6018.

Ararat Alzheimer’s Group LLC group meets at 
the Fellowship Church in Ararat on the second 
Thursday each month at 12 p.m. 

Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the Ves-
ta Community Center on the third Tuesday each 
month at noon. Both groups welcome new mem-
bers and invite caregivers to attend. Literature is 
also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every 
Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
the American Legion Post 105, at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednesday, 
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 Raven 
Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. Call Scott 
or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or email pas-
tor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members Meet-
ing, the first Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.; 
Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every Friday. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food. Music and dancing 
are 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam is on the 
last Tuesday of the month. Doors open at 6 p.m. for 
food, music and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Community meal at Salem Church on Salem 
Road in Critz, held on the first Sunday of every 
month at 12:10 p.m.  Call (276) 222-1069 with 
questions.

Patrick County Senior Citizens group is sponsor-
ing three upcoming trips — three-days, two-nights 
to Lancaster, Pa., June 18–20, and a one-day trip 
on August 2 is planned to NarroWay Dinner The-
atre, Fort Mill, South Carolina. A two day, one 
night trip to the Abingdon and Bristol areas of 
southwest Virginia departing Tuesday, November 
18 and returning Wednesday, November 19. For 
additional details, call (276) 694-3917.
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1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

MIDDLE CROSS MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

59 WAYSIDE RD STUART

 VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

JUNE 16-19, 2025
6:00 - 8:30 NIGHTLY

Everyone Welcome!

Legal 2 col x 5”
0604 0611

Trustee’s Sale
465 McMoon Ln, Stuart, VA 24171
(Parcel ID: 5116-72)
Default having been made in the terms of a certain Deed of Trust dated 
April 26, 2021 , in the original principal amount of $233,750.00 and 
recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of 
Patrick, Virginia on April 26, 2021, as Instrument Number 210000905, 
the undersigned Substitute Trustees will sell at public auction on July 
10, 2025 at 10:00 AM, in front of the building housing the County 
of Patrick Circuit Court, 100 N. Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171, the 
property designated as being in the Smith River Magisterial District of 
Patrick County, Virginia, and being more particularly described as fol-
lows, to-wit: Containing 23.231 acres, as shown on Plat of Survey en-
titled “David William Alexander Johnson and Tawnya Lea Johnson,” 
prepared by R. Cleve Lawson, LS, dated April 5, 2017, and recorded 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office as Instrument Number 170000736. To-
gether with a non-exclusive easement over and along McMoon Lane, 
for ingress and egress to State Route #635, as set forth in prior Deeds. 
Sale is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, and 
conditions, if any, of record, or other matters which would be disclosed 
by an accurate survey or inspection of the premises. TERMS: CASH. A 
deposit of $23,000.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will 
be required of the successful bidder at time of sale. Prior to the sale, 
interested bidders will be required to register with and must present a 
bid deposit which may be held during the sale by the trustee. The bid 
deposit must be certified funds and/or cash, but no more than $9,900.00 
of cash will be accepted. The successful bidder’s deposit will be re-
tained at the sale and applied to the sale price. If held by the trustee, all 
other bid deposits will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. Settle-
ment is to be made within 15 days. The successful bidder will be re-
sponsible for obtaining possession of the property, and for all costs and 
fees related to recording the Trustee’s Deed, including the grantors tax. 
The successful bidder will be required to execute a Memorandum of 
Trustee’s Sale, available for review upon request before the sale, out-
lining additional terms of sale and settlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be 
prepared by Trustee’s attorney at high bidder’s expense. This is a com-
munication from a debt collector. Tromberg, Morris & Partners, PLLC 
on behalf of Southeast Equity Trustees, LLC and/or Auction.com-VA, 
LLC, Substitute Trustee(s), 5310 Markel Road, suite 201, Richmond, 
VA 23230, File No. 23-000232, Tel: 804-525-1570.
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF A PETITION BY APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY FOR 

A REVIEW, PURSUANT TO § 56-585.1:15 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, OF THE 
DECISION TO INCUR PROJECT DEVELOPMENT COSTS RELATED  TO A 

SMALL MODULAR NUCLEAR REACTOR
CASE NO. PUR-2025-00085

During its 2024 Session, the Virginia General Assembly enacted Chapter 836 (HB 1491) of the 2024 Virginia Acts of 
Assembly, which was codified as § 56-585.1:15 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”).  Code § 56-585.1:15 authorizes a Phase I Utility, 
such as Appalachian Power Company (“APCo” or “Company”), to petition the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) to 
review the Phase I Utility’s decision to incur project development costs related to development of a small modular nuclear facility 
(“SMR”).  

On May 16, 2025, pursuant to Code § 56-585.1:15, APCo filed a petition (“Petition”) with the Commission for review and 
approval of APCo’s decision to incur project development costs related to the early development of an SMR in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.  Specifically, the Petition requests a Commission determination that incurring these costs is reasonable and prudent.  
APCo does not seek cost recovery in this proceeding but will do so as part of a future proceeding pursuant to Code § 56-585.1 
A 6.  

APCo states that due to the extensive licensing, permitting, and other development timelines for an SMR, the Company 
estimates that it will take between seven and 12 years to complete an SMR project.  APCo asserts that its decision to take the 
first steps towards the development of an SMR facility is a reasonable and prudent part of the Company’s long-term generation 
development strategy.

APCo states that it has selected its Joshua Falls site for early SMR project development activities.  According to the 
Petition, Joshua Falls is a Company-owned property within its service territory along the James River in Campbell County, 
Virginia.  The Company states the property has an existing transmission substation and adequate transportation networks, 
including rail and truck delivery with only minor modifications needed.

The Petition describes APCo’s current and future SMR early project development activities.  These activities include:   
(i) program management; (ii)  Nuclear Regulatory Commission (“NRC”) licensing; (iii) reactor original equipment manufacturer 
evaluation and selection; (iv) communications; (v) new nuclear Quality Assurance Program; and (vi) siting, due diligence, and 
permitting analysis.  APCo further states it has selected an NRC Early Site Permit contractor for the Joshua Falls site; submitted 
the new nuclear Quality Assurance Program Description to the NRC for review; submitted a grant application for a Department 
of Energy SMR funding opportunity; and continued engineering and planning activities.

APCo states that it has incurred $6.5 million in pre-capital improvement expenditures related to its SMR early project 
development through the end of first quarter 2025.  APCo estimates total SMR early project development costs of $122 million.

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Company’s Petition, testimony and supporting exhibits for additional 
details concerning this matter.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing in this proceeding that, among other things, scheduled a public 
hearing on APCo’s Petition.  On October 9, 2025, at 10 a.m., the Commission will hold a telephonic portion of the hearing, for the 
purpose of receiving the testimony of public witnesses.  On or before October 2, 2025, any person desiring to offer testimony as 
a public witness shall provide to the Commission: (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to 
call during the hearing to receive your testimony.  This information may be provided to the Commission:  (i) by filling out a form 
on the Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/case-information/webcasting; or (ii) by calling (804) 371-9141 to register.  This 
public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/case-information/webcasting.

On October 9, 2025, at 10 a.m., or at the conclusion of the public witness portion of the hearing, whichever is later, 
in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, 
the Commission will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence offered by the Company, respondents, and the 
Commission’s Staff on the Petition.  

To promote administrative efficiency and timely service of filings upon participants, the Commission has directed the 
electronic filing of testimony and pleadings, unless they contain confidential information, and has required electronic service on 
parties to this proceeding.

Electronic copies of the Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company:  Noelle 
J. Coates, Esquire, American Electric Power Service Corporation, 3 James Center, 1051 E. Cary St., Suite 1100, Richmond, 
Virginia 23219, or njcoates@aep.com.  Interested persons also may download unofficial copies from the Commission’s website: 
scc.virginia.gov/case-information.

On or before October 2, 2025, any interested person may submit comments on the Petition electronically by following 
the instructions on the Commission’s website:  scc.virginia.gov/case-information/submit-public-comments.  Those unable, as a 
practical matter, to submit comments electronically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation 
Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.  All comments shall refer to Case 
No. PUR-2025-00085.

On or before July 31, 2025, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing 
a notice of participation with the Clerk of the Commission at:  scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling.  Those unable, as a practical matter, to 
file a notice of participation electronically may file such notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed 
above.  Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel, if available.  A copy of the 
notice of participation as a respondent also must be served electronically on counsel for the Company, any other respondents, 
and the Commission’s Staff.  Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice 
and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-20-10 et seq. (“Rules of Practice”), any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of 
the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal 
basis for the action.  Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by 
counsel as required by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2025-00085.  

On or before August 28, 2025, each respondent may file electronically with the Clerk of the Commission at  
scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case.  Any respondent 
unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits electronically may file such by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission 
at the address listed above.  Each witness’s testimony shall include a summary not to exceed one page.  All testimony and 
exhibits shall be served electronically on the Commission’s Staff, the Company, and all other respondents simultaneous with their 
filing.  In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Commission’s Rules of Practice, as modified by the Commission’s Order for 
Notice and Hearing, including, but not limited to:  5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony 
and exhibits.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2025-00085.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the 
paper.  In all other respects, except as modified by the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully 
with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.

  The Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, the Petition, and the public versions 
of other documents filed in this case may be viewed on the Commission’s website at:  scc.virginia.gov/case-information.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

Request for Proposal
Smart Snack Ice Cream

Patrick County Public Schools Food Service Department is in the process of 
receiving sealed proposals for providing Ice Cream for our cafeterias. Patrick County 
is located in South/Central Virginia, West of Martinsville. The district has an 
enrollment of approximately 2,300 students. 

You may view the RFP for Smart Snack Ice Cream at www.patrick.k12.va.us 
–Main Page. Or email to ask for it to be sent you at 
darlene.rogers@patrick.k12.va.us. 

If your company is interested, please submit a detailed proposal as per 
speci�cations.  Sealed bids must be returned with the following information 
clearly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Smart Snack Ice Cream”.

All bids must be mailed or delivered to:
                      MAILED:  
       Patrick County Public Schools
       ATTN: Darlene Rogers
       School Nutrition Program
       P.O. Box 346
       Stuart, VA 24171                 

                 DELIVERED: 
Patrick County Public Schools
ATTN: Darlene Rogers
School Nutrition Program
132 N. Main Street
Stuart, VA 24171                 

Proposals will be accepted until June 25, 2025, @ 2:00 p.m. There will not be a 
pre-bid meeting. The proposals will be opened publicly and read at the School 
Nutrition O�ce, 132 N. Main Street, Stuart, Va. on June 26, at 9:00 a.m.

In the event that a successful bidder to whom this bid has been awarded should 
fail to supply the requirements promptly and according to the speci�cations and 
prices of the bid item or items, Patrick County Public Schools reserves the right to 
cancel the award and purchase elsewhere.

Consideration shall be given to such matters as contractor integrity, compliance 
with public policy, cost, �nancial and technical resources. All responsible 
vendors, small, local, faith-based, women-owned and minority-owned (SWAM) 
are encouraged to submit a proposal.

Any and all comments are sincerely encouraged prior to proposal submission. 
Please contact Darlene Rogers, 276-694-3836 or 
darlene.rogers@patrick.k12.va.us.

Thank you,
Darlene Rogers
Director of Food Service
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. CL25000155-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Martinsville Circuit Court, 55 W Church Street, Martinsville, VA 24112
VALLIE W. HYLTON v. JOHN DOE, JANE DOE, UNKNOWN HEIRS
The object of this suit is to:
FOR THE COURT TO DETERMINE WHO IS THE OWNER OF REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 411 FAYETTE ST., CITY OF MARTINS-
VILLE, VIRGINIA. THE DESCENDANTS OF JAMES WILLIAM 
HODGE, JR., DECEASED, AND JAMES CHRISTOPHER HODGE 
MAY OWN AN INTEREST IN THIS PROPERTY. TO DETERMINE 
WHO OWNS THIS PROPERTY THE PLAINTIFF IN THIS CASE IS 
ASKING THE COURT TO RENDER AN INTERPRETATION OF THE 
WILL OF LUCILLE HODGE, DECEASED. IN ORDER TO ASSERT 
AND PROTECT THEIR POTENTIAL RIGHTS OF INHERITANCE, 
ANY PERSON WHO BELIEVES HE IS SHE IS AN HEIR OF JAMES 
WILLIAM HODGE, JR. AND/OR JAMES CHRISTOPHER HODGE.
It is ORDERED that JOHN DOE, JANE DOE & UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF JAMES W HODGE appear at the above-named court and protect his/
her interests on or before August 5, 2025.

June 5, 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Patrick County Planning 
Commission will have a regular 
business meeting on Tuesday, 
June 17, 2025, at 6 p.m. The 
meeting will be at the Patrick & 
Henry Community College (Stu-
art site) in the Community Room.
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The Death of J. E. B. Stuart 

By Tom Perry
On May 12, 1864, J. 

E. B. Stuart was at the 
home of Charles Brew-
er on Grace Street in 
Richmond. He was dy-
ing, having been shot in 
the abdomen by one of 
George Custer’s Michi-
gan cavalrymen at the 
Battle of Yellow Tav-
ern. 

Dr. Charles Brew-
er married another 
of Philip St. George 
Cooke’s daughters and 
had been with Stuart 
when he was wounded 
in 1857 in Kansas Ter-
ritory by a Cheyenne 
Indian. H. B. McClel-
lan visited Stuart at 
the Brewer house after 
staying with Fitz Lee 
until a lull in the ac-
tion at Yellow Tavern. 
Stuart told him that 
official papers must be 
sent through channels. 
Stuart told McClellan 
and Venable they must 
take one of his horses. 
He wanted a small Con-
federate flag forwarded 
to a lady in Columbia, 
South Carolina, and 
his spurs to Lilly Lee 
of Shepherdstown, Vir-
ginia, now West Vir-
ginia. He wanted his 
sword given to his son. 
After hearing of defens-
es against Sheridan, 
“God grant that they 
may be successful, but 
I must be prepared for 
another world.”

As McClellan leaves, 
he meets Jefferson Da-

vis, President of the 
Confederate States of 
America, who is coming 
in. President Jefferson 
Davis visited Stuart, 
grasping Stuart’s hand. 
Davis said,” General, 
how do you feel?” “Easy, 
but willing to die if God 
and my country think I 
have fulfilled my desti-
ny and done my duty,” 
Stuart replied. Da-
vis wrote, “He was so 
calm, and physically so 
strong that I could not 
believe that he was dy-
ing until the surgeon…
told me he was bleeding 
inwardly and that the 
end was near.” Mrs. Va-
rina Davis wrote, “Mr. 
Davis came home and 
knelt with me praying 
that this precious life 
might be spared to our 
needy country.”

At 1 pm on May 12, 
the wagon carrying 
the wounded James B. 
Gordon passed by the 
Brewer house, creat-
ing some loud noise, 
which stirred Stuart 
from his sleep, but he 
never knew of Gor-
don’s fate. James B. 
Gordon was taken to 
the officer’s hospital on 
the east side of Tenth 
Street between Clay 
and Marshall Streets, 
where he died on May 
18. He was returned to 
Wilkesboro, where he 
is buried in St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church Cem-
etery. J. E. B. Stuart 
had written his wife 

thinking of Gordon and 
his men. “North Caro-
lina has done nobly in 
this army.”

Stuart suffered 
through pain, holding 
ice to his side, saying, 
“I am resigned if it be 
God’s will, but I would 
like to see my wife.” 
Flora Cooke Stuart des-
perately tried to reach 
him from Beaver Dam 
between Fredericks-
burg and Richmond. At 
11:30 p.m., Flora Stu-
art arrived to find dark-
ness in the house and 
darkness for the rest of 
her life as the light of 
her life was gone.

At 7 pm, ministers 
came into the room, 
Rock of Ages was sung. 
Stuart’s last words 
were, “I am going fast 
now. I am resigned. 
God’s will be done.” At 
7:38 pm, Doctors Brew-
er, Garnet, Gibson, and 
Fontaine were present 
with Reverends Peter-
kin and Kepler when 
Stuart died. 

On May 13, 1864, 
“George put on his best 
uniform and went to 
pay his respects, tak-
ing his son with him. 
A hushed crowd of sol-
diers and citizens filed 
slowly into the house. 
Mourners passed in si-
lence before the billiard 
table on which Stuart 
was laid out. The white 
sheet draped over his 
legs and torso was 
smooth as marble and 
contrasted vividly with 
his wiry red beard. He 
can’t be dead. People 
like that do not die. The 
boy breathed the scent 
of flowers as he left the 
house. Yellow roses 
were in bloom outside 
the door, and it would 
be this, the scent of 
yellow roses in spring, 
that for the rest of his 

life would remind him 
of that day. The father 
could offer no more el-
oquent comment on 
the occasion than the 
fact he wanted his son 
to witness it. But after 
that day, the phrase, 
“our glorious struggle” 
was absent from his 
letters. The war, its 
outcome ever more ap-
parent became a grim 
obligation of honor.” 
Eight-year-old George 
Smith Patton never 
forgot the scene, and 
no doubt told his son. 
His son was World War 
Two George S. Patton. 
This comes from a book 
titled, “The Pattons,” 
by Robert H. Patton.

Robert E Lee in the 
rain at Spotsylvania 
Courthouse. “General 
Stuart has been mor-
tally wounded: a most 
valuable and able offi-
cer.” He paused a mo-
ment and then added in 
a shaken voice, “He nev-
er brought me a piece of 
false information.” Lat-
er, when a dispatch of 
Stuart’s death arrived, 
Lee put his hands over 
his face to hide emotion 
and quickly retired to 
his tent, where one of 
Stuart’s staff later en-
tered to tell him of the 
last moments, “I can 
scarcely think of him 
without weeping!”

Lee released an order 
to his Army of North-
ern Virginia stating, 
“Among the gallant sol-
diers who have fallen in 
this war, General Stu-
art was second to none 
in valor, in zeal, and 
in unfaltering devo-
tion to his country. His 
achievements form a 
conspicuous part of the 
history of this Army, 
with which his name 
and services will be for-
ever associated. To mil-

itary capacity of a high 
order and all the nobler 
virtues of the soldier, 
he added the brighter 
graces of a pure life, 
guided and sustained 
by the Christian’s faith 
and hope.” A.R. Botel-
er of his staff wrote, 
“When I announced his 
death to the couriers, 
those brave men bowed 
their heads and wept 
like children.”

The funeral occurred 
in the rain on Friday, 
the 13th, at St. James 
Episcopal Church, 
with Reverend Peter-
kin officiating around 
5 pm. Pallbearers in-
cluded George W. Ran-
dolph, Thomas Jeffer-
son’s grandson. Among 
those in attendance 
were President Jeffer-
son Davis and Gener-
al Braxton Bragg. The 
hearse was covered in 
black plumes drawn by 
four white horses that 
carried Stuart to Hol-
lywood Cemetery. The-
odore Garnett wrote, 
“The interment took 
place in Hollywood 
Cemetery, and all that 
was mortal of the best 
soldier I ever knew 
rests there.” 

His family’s military 
tradition continued 
when his son, Jeb Stu-
art Jr., served in the 
Spanish American War 
and as a Volunteer in 
World War I. He rests 
today at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Flora 
Cooke Stuart went to 
teach at the Virgin-
ia Female Institute in 
Staunton, Virginia, 
which was renamed 
Stuart Hall in her hon-
or in 1907. She lived 
until 1923.

The Stuart Monu-
ment, sculpted by Fred 
Moynihan of New York, 
a student of Edward 
Valentine, was dedicat-
ed on Monument Ave-
nue on May 30, 1907. 
Theodore Garnett gave 
a dedication speech 
with 50,000 present. 
Granddaughter Vir-
ginia Waller Davis un-
veiled the sculpture 
and was not amused to 
have veterans dripping 
with tobacco juice try-
ing to kiss General Stu-
art’s granddaughter.

Stuart’s biographer 
John Thomason wrote, 
“So, in the thirty-sec-
ond year of his life, 
and in the fourth year 
of his country’s inde-
pendence, as he would 
say it, passed Jeb Stu-
art. All his life, he was 
fortunate. It was given 
to him to toil greatly, 
and to enjoy greatly, 
to taste no little fame 
from the works of his 
hands, and to drink the 
best cup of living. He 
died while there was 
still a thread of hope for 
victory. He was spared 

the grinding agony of 
the nine months’ siege, 
the bleak months that 
brought culminating 
disasters, and the lay-
ing down of the swords 
at Appomattox. He 
took his death wound 
in the front of battle, 
as he wanted it, and 
he was granted some 
brief hours to press 
the hands of men who 
loved him and to ar-
range himself in order 
to report before the God 
of Battles, Whom he 
served.”
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Trustee’s Sale
465 McMoon Ln, Stuart, VA 24171
(Parcel ID: 5116-72)
Default having been made in the terms of a certain Deed of Trust dated 
April 26, 2021 , in the original principal amount of $233,750.00 and 
recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of 
Patrick, Virginia on April 26, 2021, as Instrument Number 210000905, 
the undersigned Substitute Trustees will sell at public auction on July 
10, 2025 at 10:00 AM, in front of the building housing the County 
of Patrick Circuit Court, 100 N. Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171, the 
property designated as being in the Smith River Magisterial District of 
Patrick County, Virginia, and being more particularly described as fol-
lows, to-wit: Containing 23.231 acres, as shown on Plat of Survey en-
titled “David William Alexander Johnson and Tawnya Lea Johnson,” 
prepared by R. Cleve Lawson, LS, dated April 5, 2017, and recorded 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office as Instrument Number 170000736. To-
gether with a non-exclusive easement over and along McMoon Lane, 
for ingress and egress to State Route #635, as set forth in prior Deeds. 
Sale is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, and 
conditions, if any, of record, or other matters which would be disclosed 
by an accurate survey or inspection of the premises. TERMS: CASH. A 
deposit of $23,000.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will 
be required of the successful bidder at time of sale. Prior to the sale, 
interested bidders will be required to register with and must present a 
bid deposit which may be held during the sale by the trustee. The bid 
deposit must be certified funds and/or cash, but no more than $9,900.00 
of cash will be accepted. The successful bidder’s deposit will be re-
tained at the sale and applied to the sale price. If held by the trustee, all 
other bid deposits will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. Settle-
ment is to be made within 15 days. The successful bidder will be re-
sponsible for obtaining possession of the property, and for all costs and 
fees related to recording the Trustee’s Deed, including the grantors tax. 
The successful bidder will be required to execute a Memorandum of 
Trustee’s Sale, available for review upon request before the sale, out-
lining additional terms of sale and settlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be 
prepared by Trustee’s attorney at high bidder’s expense. This is a com-
munication from a debt collector. Tromberg, Morris & Partners, PLLC 
on behalf of Southeast Equity Trustees, LLC and/or Auction.com-VA, 
LLC, Substitute Trustee(s), 5310 Markel Road, suite 201, Richmond, 
VA 23230, File No. 23-000232, Tel: 804-525-1570.

FIN
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. CL25000155-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Martinsville Circuit Court, 55 W Church Street, Martinsville, VA 24112
VALLIE W. HYLTON v. JOHN DOE, JANE DOE, UNKNOWN HEIRS
The object of this suit is to:
FOR THE COURT TO DETERMINE WHO IS THE OWNER OF REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 411 FAYETTE ST., CITY OF MARTINS-
VILLE, VIRGINIA. THE DESCENDANTS OF JAMES WILLIAM 
HODGE, JR., DECEASED, AND JAMES CHRISTOPHER HODGE 
MAY OWN AN INTEREST IN THIS PROPERTY. TO DETERMINE 
WHO OWNS THIS PROPERTY THE PLAINTIFF IN THIS CASE IS 
ASKING THE COURT TO RENDER AN INTERPRETATION OF THE 
WILL OF LUCILLE HODGE, DECEASED. IN ORDER TO ASSERT 
AND PROTECT THEIR POTENTIAL RIGHTS OF INHERITANCE, 
ANY PERSON WHO BELIEVES HE IS SHE IS AN HEIR OF JAMES 
WILLIAM HODGE, JR. AND/OR JAMES CHRISTOPHER HODGE.
It is ORDERED that JOHN DOE, JANE DOE & UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF JAMES W HODGE appear at the above-named court and protect his/
her interests on or before August 5, 2025.

June 5, 2025

Book festival set to raise funds for Perry Family Scholarship

Mayberry Book Festival, spon-
sored by The Perry Family Schol-
arship, will be hosted by the Mount 
Airy Museum of Regional History, 
301 North Main Street, Mount Airy, 
N.C., on July 19, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

This event, held on the 3rd floor, 
is a fundraiser for the Perry Family 
Scholarship.

Admission is $8, and includes the 
book festival and museum. The festi-

val will feature more than 30 region-
al authors, including Patrick Coun-
ty authors Bonnie Turner, Marsha 
Marcela, who wrote “Mr. Rigney.” 

Several workshops will be held, 
among them ‘Self-Publishing vs Tra-
ditional Publishing’ at 10:15 a.m., 
‘Guided Creative Writing Contest’ at 
noon, and ‘Benedict the Bookworm’ 
Summer Reading Challenge at 1:15 
p.m.

A children’s area also will be avail-
able. 

Thomas D. “Tom” Perry will re-
lease his new book, “Little Chicago: 
Murder In Mount Airy And The Sur-

rounding Area,” with copies available 
for $15. The book also is available on 
Amazon in paperback, Kindle, and 
Audible.

Thomas D. “Tom” Perry will join more than 
30 regional authors at the Mayberry Book 
Festival on July 19.

The cover of Tom Perry’s new book, “Little 
Chicago: Murder In Mount Airy And The 
Surrounding Area.” The book will be 
released at the festival. Copies are $15.

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK



14 - The Enterprise, Wednesday, June 11, 2025

Thank you for reading The Enterprise

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

d
h

a
ll

@t
h

e
e

n
te

r
p

r
is

e
.n

e
t

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Personal Dentists. 
Personal Care. 

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112 • (276) 632-9266 • www.martinsvillesmiles.com

Dr. Mark Crabtree, Dr. Charles Jenkins, 
Dr. David Sta�ord and Dr. Blake Brockbank

At Martinsville Smiles, you choose your dentist,
and he's there for you at each visit.

     with James River Equipment
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0% for 72 months

1025R Compact Tractor

Add a Loader
60 /mo.

Add a Belly Mower
40 /mo.

Scan for Details!

Offer ends 7/2/25. Subject to approved credit with John Deere Financial. Valid on in-stock units. 1025R Tractor only payment based on 10% down and 0% 

APR for 72 months. Taxes and additional implements will increase the monthly payment. Some restrictions may apply. See James River for complete details. 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia, who are 18 years or older. Promotion 

ends 7/2/25. Purchase will not improve chances of winning. Winner(s) selected at random. Odds of winning depend on total number of entries received. 

Restrictions apply. For official rules and free method of entry, visit www.jamesriverequipment.com/GoYard. Void where prohibited.

JUNE
MARKET
EVENTS

Stuart Farmers Market

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm
June 2: Tool Sharpening. Bring those dull blades and have

them sharpened while you shop: fee
June 2: 6 pm First Friday Summer Jam Series
June 9: 

June 16: Lots of great locally grown & produced items
June 23: Rise & Shine Market vendors along with our Adult Vendors

June 30: 
Gardeners and Blood Pressure checks with The Landmark Center

Open every Friday will locally grown Fruits & Vegetables,

JUNE
MARKET
EVENTS

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm 

Open every Friday :  Great selection of fruits, vegetables, 
baked items, meats, eggs, plants & cra� items 

June 6:  Tool Sharpening.  Bring those dull knives to have sharpened while you 
shop. (Fee) 

June 6:  First Friday Fall Summer Jam Series Concert

June 13:  Great selection of Produce.

June 20:  Rise & Shine Youth Market & Pressure Canner Gauge Checks

June 27:  Master Gardeners on site to answer your questions. 


