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Legislative stop in Woolwine 
brings issues to forefront

By Taylor Boyd
State Sen. Bill Stanley, R-Mone-

ta, sat down with the Patrick Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors last week 
in Woolwine to hear firsthand the 
concerns facing the county — from 
broadband access and aging volun-
teer squads to emergency planning 
and rural healthcare.

Stanley said he decided to hold 
the June 24 meeting to discuss is-
sues the supervisors believe are af-
fecting the county. 

“I thought it was very important 
that, as I usually do, to tour the dis-
trict … to listen to them” about the 
issues and problems that need to be 
solved, he said.

“You learn a lot from the people 
that really are at the local level than 
you could ever learn from the lobby-
ists. We serve these areas. This is 
our job, and the best thing we can 

do is make sure we know what their 
needs are and also work with them 
on ideas,” he said.

Stanley said his legislative pack-
age for the year will be based on 
feedback from constituents across 
the district, with plans to hold sim-
ilar meetings in every locality he 
represents, including one in Henry 
County on July 27.

“We usually do this every year, 
and now we’re going to do it even 
more intensively because we’re hav-
ing a change in the administration,” 
he said.

Stanley said he chose Crossroads 
Cafe in Woolwine as the meeting lo-
cation because “it’s all the county. 
Patrick County’s Patrick County, 
it’s not just Stuart. I had meetings 
this morning in Stuart” with Coun-
ty Administrator Beth Simms and 

State Sen. Bill Stanley, R-Moneta, (left) met with the Patrick County Board of Supervisors 
at Crossroads Cafe for a legislative meeting. Jonathan Wood, chairman, is seated beside 
Stanley; Clayton Kendrick, Andrew Overby, vice chairman, and Steve Marshall are pictured 
on the right.

From first card to top role: 
Luna-Ojodeagua leads library

By Taylor Boyd
Becoming the new 

branch manager of 
the Patrick County 
Library is a dream 
come true for Somer 
Luna-Ojodeagua, who 
officially stepped into 
the role on June 2.

She took over after 
former branch man-
ager Garry Clifton re-
tired at the end of May.

“I always said my 
dream job is to work in 
a library in whatever 
format that is, and the 
fact that less than two 
years ago I got to do 
that was a dream come 
true. But this position 
takes the cake. I am 
honored and excited,” 
Luna-Ojodeagua said.

Following Clifton 
feels like stepping into 
big shoes.

“It’s a little intimi-
dating to be honest,” 
she said.

Taking on the role 
is also a full-circle 
moment for Luna-Ojo-
deagua, who received 
her first library card 
from Clifton when she 
was seven years old on 
the bookmobile.

“I remember that 
day clearly. It was at 

Patrick Springs Prima-
ry School, and I just re-
member the feeling of 
holding this responsi-
bility in my hand. This 
card that I could check 
out books with, and 
books were my passion 
even then,” she said.

Raised in a sin-
gle-parent household 
with no siblings, books 
became her compan-

ions.
“So I knew at that 

moment, ‘I’ve got this. 
I can choose what I 
read with this card,’ so 
it was a defining mo-
ment for me,” she said.

Over the years, she 
continued visiting the 
bookmobile, with Clif-
ton witnessing her 
growth. Eventually, 

Somer Luna-Ojodeagua started her first day as the Patrick 
County Library’s branch manager on June 2.

Proposed Patrick Central School 
marker moves closer to reality

By Taylor Boyd
The Virginia Department of His-

toric Resources (DHR) advanced 
the proposed Patrick Central School 
marker in the process toward be-
coming a state highway marker on 
June 12.

Patrick Central School, a segre-
gated institution that served Afri-
can American children in Patrick 
County, operated from 1952 un-
til 1966, when desegregation took 
place.

During its 14 years of operation, 
approximately 600 students attend-
ed the school. Fourteen teachers 
and three principals also worked 
there.

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors approved giving its sup-
port for the historical marker at a 
March meeting.

In a letter to Mary Sawyers, who 
is leading the effort, DHR Highway 
Marker Program Manager Jennifer 
Loux said the actual marker text 
has not yet been approved.

“In the coming weeks, DHR staff 
will conduct a detailed fact check of 
the proposed marker text and will 
work with you to edit and finalize 
the draft that will be presented 
to our Marker Editorial Commit-

tee. Our objective will be to cover 
the most historically significant 
elements of the topic within the 
700-character length limit,” the let-
ter stated.

The goal is to present the final 
text to the Virginia Board of Histor-
ic Resources for official approval on 
Sept. 18.

As of June 17, Sawyers said she 
is waiting to speak with DHR staff 
about finalizing the marker text.

“It’s got to be approved by us and 
them. We got to cut from what” we 
submitted. “She’ll (Loux) probably 
tell us what we need to do. She’ll 
probably advise us,” she said.

Sawyers said the group is still 
raising money to have the mark-
er erected. She estimates they’ve 
raised about $2,500 of the approx-
imately $3,500 needed.

“It’s very exciting. It’s going to be 
the Black marker in Patrick Coun-
ty, right,” she said.

Those interested in donating 
to help fund the project can mail 
checks to Sawyers at 340 North 
Franklin Road, Mt. Airy, N.C. 
27030.

For more information, visit 
Facebook.com/PatrickCentral-
School-Stuart,Va.

Society seeks names 
of Revolutionary War 
soldiers with local ties

Monument planned ahead of Semiquincentennial in 2026
The Patrick County Historical 

Society and Museum is seeking the 
names of soldiers who served in the 
American Revolutionary War and 
were born, lived, or are buried in the 
area that became Patrick County.

Nearly 240 names of Revolution-
ary War veterans are already on the 
list and will be engraved on a large 
granite monument to be placed in 
front of the historical museum at 
116 West Blue Ridge Street in up-
town Stuart. The monument will 
honor all who served in the War for 
Independence with a connection to 
Patrick County.

Residents who believe they have 
an ancestor who served are encour-
aged to provide the soldier’s name, 
birth and/or death dates (if known), 
and any information about their ser-
vice. If you are unsure whether your 

ancestor served, the historical soci-
ety will check its list and, if needed, 
attempt to verify the information 
through research.

To submit a name or ask questions 
about the project, contact the monu-
ment’s sponsor, John W. Martin, at 
336-706-9350 or call the museum at 
276-694-2840.

The deadline for submitting 
names is July 31. While some space 
will remain available for additions 
after that date, it will be easier and 
more affordable to include names 
before the monument is engraved 
and installed.

The monument is scheduled to be 
installed later this year and formally 
dedicated in 2026, in celebration of 
the 250th anniversary of the Amer-
ican Revolution—also known as the 
Semiquincentennial.

K9 Crash nabs fugitive after multi-agency pursuit
A Mount Airy, N.C., man was 

arrested after a vehicle pursuit 
that ended in Patrick County, due 
to the tracking skills of Patrick 
County Sheriff’s Officer K9 Crash.

Demarko Antonio Moore, 35, 
of 1119 Blevins Store Road, was 
charged with being a fugitive from 
justice, according to Sheriff Dan 
Smith.

The incident began around 5:15 
p.m. on June 19, when the Surry 
County, N.C., Sheriff’s Office no-
tified Patrick County authorities 
that they were in pursuit of a vehi-
cle heading into Virginia on Route 
103. The chase continued into 
Claudville, where the suspect ve-
hicle turned onto Hatcher’s Chap-
el Road. Near the intersection of 
Big Dan Lake Road, the driver al-
legedly fled on foot into the woods. 

Multiple Patrick County depu-
ties responded, including Senior 

Deputy Dustin Dillon and his K9 
partner, Crash.

With Surry deputies assisting, 
Crash quickly picked up the scent 
and began tracking. The K9 suc-
cessfully located Moore hiding 
along a creek bank and appre-

hended him. Moore was taken into 
custody and treated for a dog bite 
to the leg.

Moore was wanted in North Car-
olina for a felony probation viola-
tion. He was held in the Patrick 
County Jail until June 24, when 

Surry County authorities extra-
dited him.

“Crash is a valuable member of 
our team. He prevents our dep-
uties from being ambushed in 
dangerous searches such as this,” 
Smith said in a June 26 release.

K9 CrashDemarko Antonio Moore

� (See Legislative p. 2)

� (See Library p. 12)
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Sheriff Dan Smith, along with some of his officers. 
“And then, I wanted to come out here in the Wool-
wine area where I love. I love coming out here and 
we heard about the restaurant, so we wanted to come 
eat, break bread, and hear their ideas,” Stanley said.

Volunteers
Doug Perry, of the Smith River District, said a new 

regulation regarding drug boxes places a burden on 
volunteer rescue squads to meet requirements for se-
curing and storing them.

Stanley expressed concern that volunteer emergen-
cy medical services (EMS) and fire departments are 
being left behind.

“We’re not equipped financially to hire full time like 
say Roanoke City is,” he said.

Noting that his son is a 23-year-old paramedic, 
Stanley said long hours and stress discourage young-
er people from volunteering with EMS, unlike in pre-
vious generations.

Steve Marshall, of the Blue Ridge District, said 
some volunteer squads are thriving, but others are 
aging out.

“And that’s across the county,” he said.
Stanley said the average volunteer age in Franklin 

County is in the 50s.
“Ours is over 60,” said Vice Chairman Andrew 

Overby, of the Dan River District.
“And they’re not being replaced,” Stanley said.
Clayton Kendrick, of the Mayo River District, said 

the volunteers are dedicated.
Stanley added that they love their community and 

asked the board for ideas to address the issue.
Marshall suggested continuing partnerships with 

private companies.
“So you have that public-private thing,” he said.
Perry said reopening Stuart Community Hospital 

could help reduce the number of long-distance travel 
times for volunteers.

Marshall said the county currently funds all fire de-
partments, but hard decisions may be needed.

“There might come a time when we have to say, and 
I don’t know how you’d set the standard on this and 
you’d hurt some peoples’ feelings, is ‘this is a function-
al fire department and this is not,’ and the taxpayers 
are going to fund” the functional departments. “It’s a 
hard decision, but that’s the kind of thing you need to 
do,” Marshall said.

On the other hand, Perry pointed to recent im-
provements.

He said CCDF Fire & Rescue and Vesta Volunteer 
Rescue Squad had only one or two members each at 
one point.

“CCDF has made an amazing comeback and they’re 
running a good portion of their calls. Vesta Res-
cue, because the county supported them when they 
couldn’t support themselves, they’re starting to grow 
and starting to run calls. So, if you cut them off then 
will that be the beginning of the end or does that give 
them the ability to get their feet back underneath 
them and reestablish themselves? So, where’s that 
balance,” Perry said.

Planning and preparation
Perry said he believes the county’s biggest weak-

ness is a lack of planning and preparation.
“Our critical incident access management plan I 

feel has a lot to be desired,” he said.
Stanley asked what deficiencies exist and whether 

there are plans in place.
“We don’t have policies that say, ‘listen. This hap-

pens, this is what you do,’” Marshall said.
Perry said the school system is better prepared 

than the county.
“If we had, say, an active shooter in the county ad-

ministration building, we don’t have a plan for that. 
If we do have a flood, there’s no real plan for that. 
Who’s getting called out? Who’s staging and where do 
we stage and where our equipment comes from,” he 
asked.

While EMS Director Scottie Cassell has mutual aid 
agreements with surrounding counties, Perry ques-
tioned how the county would handle a full-scale re-
sponse.

“And there may be some things on paper, but if you 
don’t go over it, if you don’t train with it, if you don’t 
work with the other agencies, then you have that cha-
os when you try to put it together in a real world sce-
nario,” he said.

Perry said starting with base plans and training 
would help.

“I think everybody is on the same sheet of music, 
and they’re like, ‘yes, we need to do it,’ but then time, 
money, and getting things together. I know Scottie 
Cassell’s drinking out of 10 fire hoses,” in terms of 
a pressing schedule. “And so, when do we plan this? 
When do we set that up,” he said.

Stanley said it would help if the state had some-
thing in place.

Marshall replied that the state likely has blue-
prints for what Perry is describing.

“We just don’t have the resources to put it togeth-
er,” Perry said.

“It’s just the idea of how do you have someone from 
the state or an agency in the state that can educate 
and coordinate with the local governments,” Marshall 
said.

Chairman Jonathan Wood, of the Peters Creek Dis-
trict, added the county could benefit from an outside 
perspective.

“You know, most of us have been here for a long 
time, but it’s nice to have somebody who’s not from 
here” take a look at it, he said.

Broadband
Kendrick said progress on broadband expansion in 

the county is extremely slow.
“I’m afraid the money’s going to run out, or they’re 

going to start taking it back and we need it bad. You 
take this area from right along in here back down to 
Fairy Stone Park, you can’t hardly use a telephone,” 
he said.

Stanley, who frequently drives through the area, 
said he takes a longer route just to get a cell signal 
when he knows he has to make a call.

Kendrick said some telephone and internet custom-
ers sometimes wait a month for phone service repairs.

“You got a lot of people talking about jobs, a lot of 
people could make good money working from home if 
they had something reliable for internet. That’s some-
thing that really hurts,” he said.

Stanley said when co-ops got involved in installing 
fiber optic cables, it was a good development.

“But then APCo (Appalachian Power) and other 
companies saw this as an opportunity, as a slush 
fund. I have fought the railroads because the rail-
roads weren’t letting crossings occur unless you give 
them a hundred grand. Well, a hundred grand might 
be just to connect four people and then the” company 
“says it’s not worth it,” he said.

Stanley said that after he spoke with people in the 
fiber optic industry, it was suggested that fiber may 
be obsolete within five years.

“Then it’ll all be satellite. Our problem has always 
been, in the rural areas especially, is it’s hard to bury 
cable underground. Your problem that you’re having 
right now has been APCo,” he said.

In areas where APCo doesn’t hold broadband con-
tracts, Stanley said it isn’t allowing other companies 
to use its utility poles.

Perry noted RiverStreet Networks had a deal to run 
lines on electric poles, but the poles were in poor con-
dition.

“I think they spent about a week behind my house 
replacing poles and they had a tag on them from 
1957,” he said.

Stanley said many of the poles are rotten and must 
be replaced, which slows the process.

“Every pole they get it’s rotten and needs to be re-
placed, it slows them down to a crawl,” he said.

He emphasized that access to the internet is vital 
for the region’s future.

Stanley and the supervisors also discussed the 
county’s Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) rate, the 
need for affordable housing, School Resource Officers 
(SROs), and other issues impacting the county.

By Rebecca Adcock
“The beginning is mostly luck. The end is mostly 

choices.” ~ James Clear.
I think that fits how most businesses start. Luck 

and grit to start. But in the end, it’s all the choices 
that one makes that can either make the business 
successful or not. Part of those choices is to contin-
ue to evolve, being open to changing hours, how one 
does things or investing in new technology. So many 
choices happen. The Chamber of Commerce is here 

to help those businesses with making choices. Our 
educational lectures are a way to encourage people to 
think about different ways of growing their business-
es, our sponsorship and advertisement opportunities 
allow businesses to market themselves to new clients 
and our resources are here to help give solid founda-
tions for those businesses to make the right choices. 

Our June worked to provide our local businesses 
with ways to explore new options with our SWAM 
and eVA training. Registering with the state can be 
a new opportunity for many businesses looking to 
grow beyond our county borders. We will be taking a 
summer break in offering educational classes in July 
and August, but starting back in September we are 
partnering with Patrick & Henry Community College 
to provide some quick entrepreneurial workshops. 
These one- or two-hour classes will cover Excel for 
Business, Smartphone Video Advertisement, Taking 
your Social Media to the Next Level, How to Estab-
lish Business Credit, and Billing Customers. These 
classes will be offered at the Patrick County site for 
anyone. Chamber members will be eligible for reim-
bursement…this is one of the perks for being a cham-
ber member!

We also attended a meeting this month with our 
Regional Director for the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. This was a great time to meet her in per-
son and discuss how the program is going for Patrick 
County. Helping to get kids interested and continue 
to read is fundamental to their success in life and as 
part of our local future workforce. I encourage every-
one to take the time to read with your kids, grand-

kids, nieces and nephews.
In between the festivals and events happening 

throughout the month, we also attended the Patrick 
County leadership graduation at the Reynolds Home-
stead. We applaud these participants for taking time 
to learn about our county and look for ways to help 
and lead. Another meeting this month was the health-
care meeting at The Landmark Center. Thanks to 
Lisa Martin for hosting this meeting where area pro-
viders of home health, VA benefits, hospice and other 
supportive services were in attendance.

We encourage everyone to make a choice this month 
and get out to support local events, fundraisers and 
businesses. The “Fourth of July” is just around the 
corner and there are several events happening this 
weekend. Kick off the 4th of July at the Stuart Farm-
ers’ Market for finding great locally grown food to use 
on your grill. Head up to Vesta for their Old Time 
Fourth Celebration and then back to Stuart that eve-
ning for fireworks at Dehart Park. Saturday will be 
full of trips to Fairy Stone State Park or Philpott for 
cooling off, followed by the Star-Spangled Saturday 
music concert at the Stuart Farmers’ Market starting 
at 4 p.m. Enjoy two bands, food truck and beverages.

For more information on events, the entrepreneur-
ial classes, and business resources in general, contact 
the chamber office at (276) 694-6012 or email me at 
director@patrickchamber.com.

Welcome to new business joining the Chamber in 
June 2025: Janice’s Junk Joint.

(Adcock is the director of the Patrick County Cham-
ber of Commerce)

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Brother and sister 
kitties, about 10 weeks 
old, are available for 
adoption. They are best 
buddies and would love 
to stay together.

Roxie is great with 
all people, especially 
children. She is a very 
sweet girl and knows all 
basic commands. Best 
to a home without an-
other female dog. 

They are all so de-
serving of a permanent 
loving home.  Free 
spay/neuter and rabies 
vaccinations. Call the 
Patrick County Public 
Animal Shelter at (276) 
694-6259, visit the shel-
ter or their Facebook 

page, to find informa-
tion about these and 
other available pets in 
need of a forever home. 
Adoption fees are $10 
and include spay/neuter 
and rabies vaccination 
and fill out the spay/
neuter assistance form.

Dog shuttle coming in 
July.  The Blue Ridge 
Animal Welfare League 
also provides pet food 
assistance. We are al-
ways in need of pet 
food donations, espe-
cially cat food. Contact 
blueridgeawl@gmail.
com for details. Visit the 
Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League website at 
www.blueridgeawl.org.

Pets of the Week

Chamber Chat

dhall@theenterprise.net
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Legislative
(cont. from page 1)

Members of the Patrick County Board of Supervisors 
prepared to meet with Stanley to discuss volunteers, 
broadband, county preparedness, and other issues 
affecting the county.

A few residents also attended the meeting. Pictured in the 
background are, from right to left, Crystal Harris, Galen 
Gilbert, Ed Pool and Malcolm Roach.
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Raccoon on 
Stella Road tests 

positive for rabies
A raccoon found on June 19 on Stella Road 

near the intersection of Stella Loop Road in 
Patrick Springs has tested positive for the ra-
bies virus. Anyone having information regard-
ing any exposure to this animal (bite, scratch 
or contact with saliva by open wound or eyes, 
nose, mouth) should contact the Patrick Coun-
ty Health Department at (276) 693-2070. Ex-
posures also include direct contact between a 
pet and the rabid animal. You may also contact 
Patrick County Animal Control at (276) 694-
3161.

This incident is a reminder that rabies is 
present in Virginia wildlife such as bats, rac-
coons, foxes and skunks which sometimes in-
fects domestic animals like dogs and cats.  
Rabies is caused by a virus that attacks the 
nervous system and is lethal if proper medical 
care is not given following an exposure to the 
virus. The most common source of exposure to 
rabies is a bite by a rabid animal.  Rabies may 
also be transmitted by saliva from a rabid ani-
mal coming into contact with open wounds, the 
mouth, eyes or nose.

The West Piedmont Health District would 
like to remind all residents to follow these im-
portant rabies prevention guidelines:

*If your pet and/or livestock has been in con-
tact with an animal that might be rabid, check 
for injuries and contact your local animal con-
trol office.

*Seek medical treatment promptly for any 
animal bite to ensure appropriate and timely 
evaluation and treatment. All animal expo-
sures must be taken seriously.

*Do not approach wild animals, especially 
raccoons, bats, foxes, or skunks. If you think 
a wild animal needs help, contact the Virgin-
ia Department of Wildlife Resources at (804) 
367-1000 or a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for 
guidance.

*Bring stray domestic animals, especially if 

they appear ill or injured, to the attention of 
local animal control authorities. If you think a 
stray animal needs help, contact your local an-
imal control office for guidance.

*Have your veterinarian vaccinate your dogs, 
cats, ferrets, and selected livestock. Keep the 
vaccinations up to date. State law requires all 
dogs and cats over the age of four months be 
vaccinated against rabies.

Confine your pets and livestock to your prop-

erty.
*Securely seal garbage containers with lids.
If you are bitten by a wild or stray animal do 

not panic. Wash the wound(s) thoroughly with 
warm soapy water and contact animal control, 
your healthcare provider or the health depart-
ment for further recommendations.

For more information about rabies, vis-
it: https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/animal-con-
tact-human-health/rabies-control/

An evening under the stars with 
Steep Canyon Rangers

The Steep Canyon Rangers 
will perform at 7 p.m., Satur-
day, July 5, at the Blue Ridge 
Music Center’s amphitheater at 
milepost 213 on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway just south of Galax, 
Va., as part of the Deep Roots, 
Many Voices Summer Concert 
Series.

The Steep Canyon Rangers 
have long held traditional blue-
grass paramount, while pos-
sessing an exceptional ability 
to incorporate influences from 
other genres such as country, 
jam, and Americana.

The North Carolina natives 
rose to the top of the bluegrass 
genre, headlining festivals such 
as MerleFest and Grey Fox 
Bluegrass after forming in col-
lege. Over its 25 year career, 
the band has received recogni-
tion from well beyond the world 
of bluegrass and its members 
have earned a reputation as 
some of the most influential 
songwriters in Americana to-
day. In a 2024 interview, Gar-

ret K. Woodward of Rolling 
Stone called the band, “one of 
the most sought-after groups 
in Americana, bluegrass, and 
indie-folk.”

The Steep Canyon Rangers 
has released 14 studio albums 
including the Grammy-winning 
Nobody Knows You (2012) and 
the Grammy-nominated live al-
bum North Carolina Songbook 
(2019), which was recorded at 
MerleFest and features covers 
of songs by North Carolina-born 
artists, including James Taylor, 
Doc Watson, and Thelonious 
Monk. The album drew acclaim 
and topped the Billboard Blue-
grass Chart for multiple weeks 
after its release.

The band recently released a 
new album, Live at Greenfield 
Lake. It captures the magic of 
the group’s chemistry, their un-
paralleled harmonies, and the 
rich songwriting that has made 
them one of the most critically 
acclaimed groups in Americana 
music.

The Steep Canyon Rangers 
members are Graham Sharp 
(banjo, vocals), Mike Guggino 
(mandolin/mandola, vocals), 
Aaron Burdett (guitar, vocals), 
Nicky Sanders (fiddle, vocals), 
Mike Ashworth (drums, dobro, 
guitar, vocals), and Barrett 
Smith (bass, guitar, vocals).

This concert is sponsored by 
the Yadkin Arts Council.

Tickets are $40 in advance 
or $45 the day of the show for 
adults and $20 for children 12 
and younger. Advance tickets 
are available at BlueRidgeMu-
sicCenter.org. Tickets can be 
purchased on the evening of the 
performance at the admission 
gates.

Parking opens at 5:15 p.m. 
and is free. The amphitheater 
gates open at 5:45 p.m. The con-
cert begins at 7 p.m. The Bluffs 
Restaurant will be on site with 
food for purchase. Concertgoers 
may bring their own food and 
beverages. Alcoholic beverages 
are not permitted.

Portion of Ararat 
Highway to be closed 

Weather permitting, on Saturday, July 
12, and Sunday, July 13, Virginia 773 (Ara-
rat Highway) will be closed to through traf-
fic from Virginia 781 (Lower Water Bridge 
Lane) to Virginia 648 (Kibler Valley Road). 
The closing is needed to make a large pipe 
replacement. The pipe replacement is locat-
ed approximately 0.58 mile east of Virginia 
781 (Lower Water Bridge Lane). 

Advanced notice message boards and signs 
will be installed on Virginia 773 (Ararat 
Highway) and adjacent routes. A signed de-
tour will not be established.  Motorists will 
have to seek alternate routes during the clo-
sure.

Arrests Reported

Rotary Club donates to animal 
shelter in memory of Paula Drady

Stuart Rotary Club Productions presented supplies and food to the Patrick County Animal Shelter in memory of Paula 
Drady.  Drady was an active member of Stuart Rotary and a champion of rescue animals. Pictured are Wayne Kirkpatrick 
and Liz Pierce, co-chairmen of the Beach Music Festival Committee, and Wanda Vaden, Deputy Animal Control Officer.

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following:

*Austyn Todd Schleeper, 29, of Portsmouth, 
was charged June 19 with one count each obtain 
money by false pretense, stolen property, and 
grand larceny steal. Senior Deputy A. Kinney 
made the arrest for Suffolk County.

*Stevan Keys, 38, of Patrick County Jail, was 
charged June 20 with four counts of fail to obey 
court order. Deputy D. Spence made the arrest 
for Henry County.

*Lauren Audrianna Hayden, 26, of Mt. Airy, 
N.C., was charged June 21 with fail to comply 
with terms of bond. Deputy S.L. Horn was the 
arresting officer.

*Billie Jo Nelson, 31, of Spencer, was charged 

June 21 with fail to comply with terms of pretri-
al services. Master Deputy M.T. Rorrer was the 
arresting officer.

*River Lee Helms, 27, of Woolwine, was charged 
June 24 with computer solicitation, child. Inv. 
Tennille E. Jessup was the arresting officer.

*Alvin Lee Hurley, 53, of Patrick Springs, was 
charged June 25 with robbery. Senior Deputy 
M.R. Hodges made the arrest for Martinsville.

*Samantha Craddock, 34, of Bassett, was 
charged June 25 with fail to comply with terms of 
pretrial services. Senior Deputy N.A. Wolfe was 
the arresting officer.

*Leonard G. Branch, Jr., 50, of Collinsville, 
was charged June 26 with grand larceny. Senior 
Deputy J.S. Kendrick was the arresting officer.

New ABC laws 
now in effect

Five laws impacting the operation of the Vir-
ginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority 
(ABC), its licensees and applicants for ABC li-
censes went into effect on July 1. The Virginia 
General Assembly passed the following Virginia 
ABC-related legislation during the 2025 session 
and Gov. Glenn Youngkin has since signed them 
into law.

*Cocktails-To-Go Made Permanent: HB 
2058 and SB 811 removed the pending sunset 
for the delivery of wine, beer and cocktails-to-
go by licensed third-party delivery providers. 
These bills, in conjunction with prior legislation, 
continue the same public safety protections, in-
cluding those related to packaging and labeling, 
that have been in place.

*Serving Canned Cocktails: SB 868 will al-
low mixed beverage licensees to serve the entire 
contents of a canned cocktail to a single patron 
if the container is 16 ounces or less and the cock-
tail’s alcohol by volume content is no greater 
than 15 percent.

*Human Trafficking Training: HB 2033 
requires Virginia ABC to include a human traf-
ficking training module, created by the Virginia 
Department of Criminal Justice Services, in the 
Authority’s Responsible Sellers & Servers: Vir-
ginia’s Program (RSVP) training program.

*Underage Tobacco and Hemp Sales: HB 
1946 and SB 1060 created a working group to 
address enforcement of underage sales of tobac-
co, liquid nicotine and hemp products. Virginia 
ABC’s Bureau of Law Enforcement, which con-
ducts an underage buyer program focused on 
alcohol and tobacco retailers, will contribute to 
this working group.

*Tied House Exceptions: HB 1703 and SB 
834 clarified the existing statutory exception to 
allow a manufacturer, bottler or wholesaler to 
obtain a retail license if the manufacturer, bot-
tler or wholesaler does not sell or otherwise fur-
nish, directly or indirectly, alcoholic beverages 
or other merchandise to the retail licensee.

Steep Canyon Rangers
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Iran
Since the 1990s, one 

of the greatest U.S. 
foreign policy chal-
lenges has been Iran.

Iran is a leading 
state sponsor of ter-
rorism, funding proxy 
wars and support-
ing Islamic terrorist 
groups like Hamas 
in Gaza, Hezbollah 
in Lebanon and the 
Houthis in Yemen.

Despite different 
approaches to the Ira-
nian regime, the Clin-
ton, Bush, Obama, 
Trump and Biden Ad-
ministrations all rec-
ognized the inherent 
threat posed by Iran 
if it obtained the abil-
ity to create a nuclear 
weapon.

Recently, Israel’s 
bombing campaign, 
designed to damage 
Iran’s ballistic missile 
and nuclear capabil-
ities, cut into Iran’s 
defensive capabilities.

It should be no won-
der then that Pres-
ident Trump acted 
quickly in an attempt 
to eliminate the imme-
diate and significant 
threat posed by Iran 
potentially possessing 
nuclear weapons.

President Trump 
authorized the deploy-
ment of B-2 stealth 
bombers to drop bun-
ker buster bombs on 
the nuclear facilities 
of Fordo, Natanz and 
Isfahan. It should 
be noted that only 
the United States of 
America has this type 
of massive ordinance 
penetrator (MOP) 
bunker busting bomb 
and the aircraft to de-
liver it.

Nicknamed “Oper-
ation Midnight Ham-
mer”, we continue to 
monitor reports of 
the level of damage to 
Iran.

However, some in 
Congress are chal-
lenging the Presi-
dent’s power to autho-
rize such a strike.

The Executive 
Branch’s powers relat-
ed to military action 
date back to the coun-
try’s founding.

President Thomas 
Jefferson is one of the 
first who authorized 
armed forces to pro-
tect U.S. assets with-
out Congressional au-
thorization.

Jefferson deployed 

a squadron of naval 
forces under Commo-
dore Richard Dale, a 
Norfolk-based naval 
officer.

Barbary pirates 
terrorizing the Med-
iterranean Sea were 
an immediate and 
present threat to safe 
passage of American 
vessels, commerce and 
goods.

Because Jefferson 
did not have all the 
information about the 
threats to American 
shipping, he instruct-
ed Dale to take neces-
sary actions to protect 
American ships and 
citizens against poten-
tial aggression.

Unbeknownst to Jef-
ferson, one of the Bar-
bary States, Tripoli, 
had even declared war 
on the United States!

Dale’s squadron 
blocked Tripolitan 
corsairs in Gibraltar, 
blockaded Tripoli har-
bor and ensured the 
protection of Ameri-
can merchant ships.

On August 1, 1801, 
the USS Enterprise 
defeated a Tripolitan 
corsair in battle.

It made sense for 
Jefferson to act with-
out consulting Con-
gress. But he did not 
endorse unilateral 
war power authority.

Later in 1801 in 
his annual address to 
Congress, Jefferson 
asked for formal and 
expanded powers.

Congress heeded 
Jefferson’s request, 
allowing naval com-
manders to seize Trip-
olitan goods and ves-
sels.

U.S. Marine Corps 
action against Tripoli 
and the other Barbary 
states during this pe-
riod is forever immor-
talized in the Marines’ 
Hymn, which begins:

“From the Halls 
of Moctezuma to the 
shores of Tripoli;

             We fight 
our country’s battles 
on the land as on the 

sea…” ***
Some might say 

presidential military 
directives and conse-
quent congressional 
action during the First 
Barbary War could 
serve as a parallel to 
today.

As I stated to multi-
ple groups before the 
U.S. strikes on Ira-
nian nuclear targets, 
I believed that if the 
President determined 
there was an oppor-
tunity to eliminate 
an immediate and 
significant threat to 
the United States, the 
President’s powers as 
Commander-in-Chief 
allow him to dispose of 
such threat.

In this case, the 
threat was Iran’s nu-
clear program.

Trump’s limited ac-
tion consisted of no 
military presence on 
Iranian ground, and 
U.S. strikes were lim-
ited to the three nucle-
ar facility targets.

Going forward, 
Congress has a role 
in working with the 
President on address-
ing more broad mil-
itary action, as Con-
gress did in the First 
Barbary War.

Since the U.S. 
strikes, Iran’s parlia-
ment voted to close 
the Strait of Hormuz. 
This move could pin 
U.S. Navy ships in the 
Persian Gulf with no 
exit.

Iran also launched 
retaliatory strikes at a 
U.S. base in Qatar.

While Congress 
continues to monitor 
Iran’s military ac-
tions, it is essential 
that our legislative 
body exercises its au-
thority to assess what, 
if any, future U.S. ac-
tion is needed.

If there is a U.S. 
mission that is more 
broad in scope and ex-
pands from an immi-
nent threat action, I 
believe the President 
must come to Con-
gress for a Declaration 
of War or an Authori-
zation for Use of Mili-
tary Force (AUMF).

I pray for the safety 
of our troops and their 
families.

But because it has 
long been the policy 
of this country to not 
allow Iran to have nu-
clear weapons, I stand 
by Trump’s decision to 
target Iran’s nuclear 
weapons sites.

*** Language was 
changed in 1942 to in-
clude “air.”

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Thank You from Meadows of Dan Backpack Program                              
On behalf of the Meadows of Dan 

Elementary School Backpack Pro-
gram, we extend heartfelt gratitude 
to all who have made monetary 
donations and given of their time 
and energy to keep at risk students 
supplied with nutritious weekend 
meals. This outreach would not be 
possible without your concern for 
the wellbeing of the children in our 
community. Because of your tre-
mendous generosity we were able 
to send home packages of food from 
the first week students returned to 
school and throughout the entire 
24/25 school year.

The Board members and volun-
teers of the backpack program look 
forward to our continued work with 
Meadows of Dan principal Mrs. Ros-
ina Turner, facility and staff during 
the 2025-26 school year to help en-
sure the health and safety of our 
children. Once again, thank you to 
all who assist in making the Back-
pack Program a success during the 

2024-2025.
If you would like to make a do-

nation to the MODES Backpack 
Program you may simply go to the 
Skyline National Bank’s drive-in 
window in Meadows of Dan, located 
across the road from the Family Dol-
lar Store at the intersection of Wil-
lis Road and Jeb Stuart Highway, 
let the teller know you would like 
to make a donation to the Meadows 
of Dan Backpack Program and they 
will deposit your gift directly into 
the Backpack checking account. Or 
you may mail your donation to Tam-
my Franklin 7206 Squirrel Spur Rd, 
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 or Pam 
Royall, 10366 Squirrel Spur Rd., 
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

Should you have any questions 
you may call Tammy Franklin, (276) 
728-8235.

With Much Appreciation,
Tammy Franklin, president, 

Meadows of Dan Elementary School 
Backpack Program

Join the 3%: donate at the July 8 Blood Drive
It’s time for the blood drive again. 

This month’s drive is scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 8, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the John D. Hooker Build-
ing.

Save time with RapidPass: Do-
nors can speed up the process by 
completing the health history ques-
tionnaire in advance using Rapid-
Pass, available the day of the drive 
at www.redcrossblood.org/Rapid-
Pass. Bring a printed copy or save 
it to your phone.

Prepare to donate: The American 
Red Cross recommends getting a 
good night’s sleep, eating a healthy 
meal, drinking plenty of water, and 
bringing a photo ID.

Make an appointment: Schedule 
a time through the Red Cross Blood 

Donor App, by calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS (733-2767), or online at 
www.redcrossblood.org by search-
ing ZIP code 24171.

Our goal this month is to collect 
22 whole blood units and 2 double 
red cell units.

Why donate? Fewer than 3% of 
Americans donate blood. Join this 
life-saving group—your donation 
could make a critical difference for 
someone in need.

Free gift: All donors will receive 
an exclusive pair of Red Cross sun-
glasses, while supplies last.

Our volunteers look forward to 
welcoming you and making your 
donation experience a pleasant one.

Gene Stirewalt
Stuart

In times of transition, rethinking the value of college 
For more than 60 years, Patrick & 

Henry Community College has lift-
ed students and their families into 
better lives. Now we’re also redou-
bling our efforts to bring in students 
who never previously thought about 
higher education, who were ignored 
by colleges, or who started and 
stopped because life got in the way.

As clean, lean, and high-tech man-
ufacturing have contributed to the 
lowest unemployment rates in de-
cades, we face new challenges. While 
our region has made significant im-
provements in employee participa-
tion rates, more than one-fourth of 
adults aged 25-54 are not formally 
engaged in the workforce—which 
means that they may have gig jobs 
or work for cash, but have no steady 
paycheck to fall back on. That could 
hold them and their families back, 
and it’s also a drag on efforts to keep 
growing our regional economy.

P&HCC is part of a national ef-
fort, led by the Achieving the Dream 
Network, to reinvent what commu-
nity colleges do by playing a deeper 
role in the well-being of our com-
munities and everyone who lives in 
them—not just our students.  We’ve 
been rethinking how we can help 
promote community vibrancy—for 
our students and for the entire re-
gion. That starts by not waiting for 
students to come to us but by help-
ing as many people as possible find 
a place in our community’s growing 
economic vitality. 

We’re partnering with the faith-
based community to find those who 
have been left behind, including par-

ticipants in a ministry-based addic-
tion recovery organization. And as 
the number of Latino students on 
our campus has quadrupled over the 
past three years, we’re paying atten-
tion to how our community is chang-
ing—and will change even more 
dramatically in the years to come. 
We’re also trying to give people who 
drive across the state line for work 
the skills that will let them find bet-
ter jobs closer to home and help the 
Southside thrive.

But we need to do more, and we 
want to work with any organization 
that can connect us to people seek-
ing new opportunities and better 
lives. Too many people think that 
college isn’t for them, would take 
too long, or cost too much. As part 
of Virginia’s FastForward initiative, 
we offer the quickest, most afford-
able training program in Virginia, 
with financial assistance available 
to cut costs even more. We call it our 
“J-O-B degree” because it is focused 
on short-term training—weeks, not 
years—for high-demand jobs that 
are available now, in our region, 
while creating pathways for further 
education that can build a career.

Community colleges like P&H-
CC have always provided an open 
door for anyone seeking higher ed-
ucation. Today, we’re even more 
committed to making sure that our 
entire region thrives as the result 
of our efforts, and that anyone who 
wants to improve their lives will not 
be left behind.

J. Gregory Hodges, PhD, 
President of P&HCC

Opinion Editorial

Ad sales open for award-winning 
Patrick County Magazine

Advertising reservations are 
now open for the award-win-
ning Patrick County Maga-
zine, which earned the “Best 
Magazine Guide” honor at 
the 2024 Southwest Virginia 
Tourism Awards—for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

The Patrick County Cham-
ber of Commerce is currently 

selling ad space for Volume 
5, the fall 2025 edition, pro-
duced in partnership with 
Patrick County Tourism.

The magazine features sto-
ries about Patrick County’s 
best-known attractions and 
hidden gems, and it continues 
to be popular with both resi-
dents and visitors. It is dis-

tributed at regional events, 
visitor centers and local busi-
nesses across the area.

The deadline to reserve ad 
space is July 18. To reserve 
space, contact the Patrick 
County Chamber of Com-
merce at 276-694-6012 or 
email director@patrickcham-
ber.com.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ENTERPRISE.NET
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Social Security Matters

Patrick Pioneers
Fleming DeHart and 

Sons
By Beverly Belcher 

Woody
Last week’s story 

about Alice Thompson 
DeHart brought sever-
al questions about her 
husband, their large 
estate, and the historic 
Woolwine community 
of Hartville. This week, 
I’ll do my best to provide 
some answers.

Alice Thompson 
(1886–1971) married 
Isaac Carrell “Ike” De-
Hart on September 24, 
1931. Alice was Ike’s 
second wife. His first 
wife, Miss Mollie Jane 
Hash (1867–1938), 
was the daughter of 
James Henry Hash 
(1841–1920) and Sar-
ah Frances Thompson 
(1843–1907) of the Long 
Branch community in 
Franklin County, just 
over the Patrick County 
line.

Interestingly, Alice 
Thompson’s father, 
Waddy Thompson 
(1848–1921), was the 
brother of Sarah Fran-
ces Thompson Hash — 
making Alice and Mollie 
first cousins. So, Ike’s 
first wife’s mother was 
the sister of his second 
wife’s father!

Ike DeHart was the 
eldest son of Fleming 
DeHart (1838–1923) 
and Millie Jane De-
Hart (1838–1899). In 
the 1850’s, Fleming 
DeHart built a grand 
home, licensed distill-
ery, and flour milling 
business on the site of 
what is now the I. C. 
DeHart Memorial Park. 
Fleming would name 
his large estate Hart-
ville and even establish 
a post office for shipping 
whiskey. As the eldest 
son, Ike inherited his 
father’s home, business, 
and land, following the 
long-standing English 
tradition of passing 

the family estate to the 
firstborn. Fleming and 
Millie Jane would have 
three sons:

Isaac Carrell “Ike” De-
Hart (1866–1949)

Joseph Howard “J.H.” 
DeHart (1870–1956)

Darius Ira DeHart 
(1879–1915)

Fleming DeHart’s 
parents were Thomas 
DeHart (1798–1852) 
and Martha “Patsy” 
Via (1803–1840). Millie 
Jane DeHart’s parents 
were Aaron DeHart 
(1801–1861) and Tam-
ar McAlexander (1815–
1865), all of Woolwine.

Joseph Howard De-
Hart married Miss 
Daisy Via (1877–1953), 
daughter of merchant 
and dentist Dr. William 
Dennis Via (1838–1915) 

and Minnie Via (1855–
1928), on February 27, 
1896. The couple had 
two children:

George Via DeHart 
(1898–1933)

Ruth DeHart Smith 
(1900–1992)

Joseph Howard De-
Hart established his own 
mill and the Mountain 
Rose Distillery Number 
250 in Woolwine, which 
he operated from 1900 
until the 1940s, except 
during Prohibition. Peo-
ple now would know 
the J. H. DeHart home 
as the Mountain Rose 
Inn.   J. H. then moved 
his family to Depot 
Street in Stuart, where 
he managed a rooming 
house that had previ-
ously served as both the 
Riverside Hotel and the 

Ashby Hotel. On May 
19, 1956, at the age of 
86, J.H. suffered a fatal 
heart attack while wa-
tering his garden. He is 
buried beside his wife, 
Daisy, at Stuart Town 
Cemetery.

Darius Ira DeHart 
married Miss Sarah 
Elizabeth “Sallie Bett” 
Hash (1883–1965) on 
July 25, 1907. Sal-
lie Bett was also the 
daughter of James 
Henry Hash and Sar-
ah Frances Thompson 
Hash, and the sister of 
Ike’s first wife, Mollie — 
adding yet another lay-
er to these intertwined 
family connections.

Darius and Sallie Bett 
had three children:

Herman Isaac De-
Hart (1908–1977)

Noel Edmond DeHart 
(1910–2003)

Mildred Frances De-
Hart (1911–1998)

Sadly, on January 4, 
1915, Darius was killed 
in an accident at his 
father’s roller mill in 
Hartville. He was just 
35 years old. Darius was 
laid to rest at the De-
Hart Family Cemetery 
in Hartville. After his 
death, Sallie Bett and 
her children lived in the 
large home of her sister 
Mollie and brother-in-
law Ike. Ike had no bi-

ological children with 
either Mollie or Alice.

For those interested 
in the DeHart family’s 
involvement in licensed 
distilling, Jack Sullivan 
has written an excellent 
blog post titled “The De-
Harts of Virginia: Moon-
shine in the Sunshine,” 
which can be found at 
pre-prowhiskeymen.
blogspot.com.

For questions, com-
ments, or ideas, please 
contact Woody at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com 
or 276-692-9626. 

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Cit-
izens

Ask Rusty - When Will Funds Stolen from 
Social Security be Replaced?

 Dear Rusty: When will the funds stolen from 
the SS Fund be replaced? They used Social Se-
curity when the government ran out of money 
and used it for illegals. I think the funds should 
be replaced except for legitimate payments to 
Social Security recipients. This money was nev-
er meant to be used by the federal government 
to pay their bills. Signed: Concerned Senior 

 Dear Concerned Senior: I must tell you 
that no funds have ever been “stolen” from the 
Social Security Administration (despite the per-
sistent myth). All money received by SS (from 
payroll taxes, interest on investments, and in-
come tax on SS benefits) is - and always has 
been - immediately converted to special issue 
government bonds (investments) which are held 
in the Social Security Trust Funds, and which 

pay interest (at the current federal bond rate). 
Those bond investments held in reserve have 
been, and are, used only to pay benefits to those 
who have earned them by contributing to Social 
Security via payroll taxes for at least 10 years 
(40 quarters). Only US citizens and legal resi-
dents can get Social Security benefits (illegal 
aliens cannot receive Social Security benefits).  

For information, repayment of the special is-
sue bonds held in SS reserves occurs every day, 
because incoming revenue has been insufficient 
to pay all Social Security benefit costs for several 
years now, which means that the bonds must be 
redeemed regularly so that full benefits can be 
paid to all SS recipients who have earned them. 
There were about $2.8 trillion in SS reserves as 
of the end of 2023, but that balance is steadily 
decreasing (due to being redeemed to pay full 
benefits). As of the last report by the Trustees of 
Social Security, the reserves will be depleted in 
about 2033, unless Congress passes reform leg-
islation to restore SS to full solvency.  

FYI, the Association of Mature American Cit-

izens (AMAC) is working hard to prevent deple-
tion of the Trust Fund, suggesting to Congress 
a way to reform the program so future gener-
ations can fully benefit from it, with AMAC’s 
Social Security Guarantee proposal (see this). 
AMAC is constantly working to prevent deple-
tion of the SS Trust Funds, which would result 
in an across the board cut in everyone’s benefit 
by about 23%. AMAC works every day in Wash-
ington D.C. to ensure Social Security is here for 
many generations. 

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Clipping from Terry Trefry

Mountain Rose Inn former J H DeHart mansion

Floyd Press, Oct. 15, 1914

Is Exercise Medicine? 
Part 2

Role of Natural Killer Cells
One of the important issues we have identified 

is the role that natural killer (NK) cells have in 
immune function. NK cells are a sub-type of lym-
phocytes. They make up about 5-15% of all your 
lymphocytes, which in turn make up around one-
third of all your white blood cells (WBCs). These 
are the ones that respond to help you fight infec-
tion, as opposed to red blood cells (RBCs) which 
contain the hemoglobin that transports oxygen 
throughout the circulatory system.

What makes normal functioning NK cells so 
interesting and important is that they do not re-
quire any knowledge, prior instruction, or mem-
ory of an invader to identify, attack, and destroy 
it. No antibodies are required, no previous expo-
sure or vaccinations (just like the conditions pres-
ently dominating the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic). If 
you isolate NK cells from a healthy person and 
put them into a culture with cancer cells, it only 

takes a few hours before most of the cancer cells 
are dead! How this happens is largely beyond the 
scope of this article. BUT… I will tell you how 
exercise improves NK cells function.

Catecholamines (epinephrine, for example, is 
one of them) are released into the bloodstream 
during exercise. NK cells have receptors on their 
surface that respond favorably to these catechol-
amines, making NK cells move around more, and 
become more active in their assault against your 
body’s enemies (both foreign and domestic). Re-
search showed that after 30 minutes of moderate 
exertion on a stationary exercise bicycle the num-
ber of lymphocytes in the bloodstream increased 
by 100%.2 And, the specific sub-type of lympho-
cytes that increased the most, 400-500%, was the 
NK cells! Researchers continued taking blood 
samples, and within only 5 minutes from stop-
ping exercise, about half of all those NK cells had 
left the bloodstream and entered adjacent tissues 

looking for a fight to win.
Call to Action
These types of laboratory findings have hopeful 

implications for the current pandemic, suggest-
ing (but not yet proving) that those who follow 
the recommended guidelines for regular exercise 
could reasonably expect to have a much greater 
margin of safety for their immune function when 
they are exposed to others around them who are 
actively shedding viruses (of all types). What 
those recommendations are, and how one might 
go about beginning to implement them into dai-
ly practice, will be the topic of upcoming articles, 
along with additional encouraging research find-
ings relating to exercise and immune function.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Frank-
lin V. Cobos II, MD. Used by permission from 
https://timetogetready.org/ Courtesy of LifeS-
pring – Resources for Hope and Healing Stuart, 
VA.)
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Opinion Editorial
“Big, Beautiful Bill” bolsters electric grid, helps 

protect Americans from blackout threats
As the U.S. Congress continues 

to deliberate on a reconciliation 
package to deliver to President 
Trump’s desk ahead of July 4, 
Congressman Morgan Griffith 
(R-VA) penned an op-ed on the 
package’s benefits for America’s 
electric grid.

Read his full op-ed in the Wash-
ington Examiner here or below.

The intense heat wave battering 
the United States pushes Ameri-
ca’s electric grid to the brink and 
threatens potential power outag-
es. But House Republicans offer 
a policy change that bolsters our 
grid and helps protect Americans 
from blackout threats.

Communities across much of 
the country face scorching tem-
peratures, prompting power com-
panies to take notice and act ac-
cordingly.

In my part of Virginia, local 
power companies affiliated with 
the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA) are encouraging their cus-
tomers to reduce electricity use. 
This request appears to be based 
on an announcement from the 
TVA.

Alerts of potential breaking 
points in America’s electric grid 
are not unique to the TVA and 
are unfortunately becoming more 
and more frequent. 

The Friday before Memori-
al Day, Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright issued an emergency or-
der directing the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator 
(MISO), the Midwest grid oper-
ator, to keep a coal-fired power 
plant in Michigan in operation. 
These emergency actions are au-
thorized for up to 90 days at a 
time under Section 202(c) of the 
Federal Power Act.

Wright issued the order to min-
imize the risk of blackouts ahead 
of the high electricity demand ex-
pected this summer.

MISO runs North to South from 
Manitoba and Michigan down to 
Louisiana and a portion of East 
Texas. 

Notwithstanding keeping the 
plant in Michigan open, the New 
Orleans metro area suffered a 
large and unexpected power out-
age during Memorial Day week-
end. At the blackout’s peak, more 
than 100,000 customers lost elec-
tricity.

According to news website Ax-
ios, utilities knew high demand 
was likely that weekend. Howev-
er, they had no extra power capac-
ity. When one plant went down, 
their customers were plunged 
into darkness.

Reports confirmed that two of 
the region’s nuclear power plants 
lost connection to the grid. One 
was due to expected maintenance, 
while the other was unexpected. 
Constrained by a lack of energy 
supply, grid operators cut power 
to customers in New Orleans.

Entergy, an electric utility com-
pany in the region, said that the 
forced outages directed by MISO 
were done to prevent a larger 
scale and more prolonged power 
outage from impacting the elec-
tric grid.

This blackout was not the only 
major power outage in recent 
memory.

On April 28, Portugal and Spain 
witnessed the worst blackout in 
their history, affecting 55 million 
people, per British newspaper 
The Guardian.

Airports shut down, cars drove 
on streets without traffic lights, 
hospitals resorted to backup gen-
erators and some people were 
stuck in elevators!

The Iberian Peninsula blackout 
continues to be investigated. Lots 
of finger-pointing is going on be-
tween Spain’s grid operator, the 
government and plant operators. 
But it is interesting to note that 
on April 16, Spain reported its 
first weekday where its national 
power grid was 100% reliant on 
renewable power.

A coincidence? Maybe, maybe 
not.

Coincidentally, in a recent Vir-
ginia Tech press release, profes-
sor and Power and Energy Cen-
ter director Dr. Ali Mehrizi-Sani 
highlighted how the systems that 
control these clean energy sourc-
es are more susceptible to black-
outs.

As parts of the world transi-
tion to renewable energy sources 
like wind and solar, the lack of 
seamless grid adaptation to the 
use of these sources, as illustrat-
ed by the blackout in Spain and 
Portugal and by experts like Dr. 
Mehrizi-Sani, threatens destabi-
lization of electric grids and more 
blackouts.

Leftist policies that attempted 
to gut our grid’s reliance on fossil 
fuels and convert to renewables 
have pushed America’s electric 
grid to the brink.

Federal policies, like the 
Obama-era “War on Coal” and the 
Biden Administration’s so-called 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), 
shunning reliable baseload forms 
of energy like coal and natural 
gas have made our electric grid 
more vulnerable to failure. 

But House Republicans offer a 
potential policy change that lev-
els the playing field and openly 
welcomes baseload power.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
curtails some IRA tax credits 
which disincentivize coal and nat-
ural gas power plants. We main-
tain the incentives for nuclear be-
cause of its significant potential 
for baseload power.

Republicans also create an en-
ergy project insurance pool to 
help protect energy investors 
from permits being revoked for 
coal, oil, critical minerals, natu-
ral gas or nuclear installations.

This de-risking compensation 
fund will make it harder for fed-
eral policies to discourage and 
phase out these reliable energy 
sources.

As extreme summer heat con-
tinues to threaten potential pow-
er outages, we must secure and 
equip our electric grid with reli-
able energy solutions.

We do not need to follow in 
Spain’s footsteps and make Iberi-
an Peninsula-style blackouts the 
norm.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
helps Americans avoid blackout 
threats by instituting reliable 
forms of baseload power.

Rep. Morgan Griffith

VIEWPOINTS

Concession opportunity available 
at Mabry Mill Restaurant

The National Park Service 
(NPS) is accepting proposals for 
a concession contract on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway at Mabry Mill 
(milepost 176). A business oppor-
tunity to provide Food & Beverage 
and Retail services in the restau-
rant and gift shop adjacent to the 
historic mill is outlined in a new-
ly released prospectus document. 
Services under the new contract 
are expected to begin January 1, 
2026, and will be for a 10-year 
term.

This is a re-release of this con-
cessions solicitation. First adver-
tised in the summer of 2024, no 
bids were received. The NPS has 
revised some of the financial as-
pects of the prospectus, which has 
changed the value of the overall 

concession contract opportunity. 
Anyone interested is encouraged 
to submit a proposal.

Interested parties can access the 
prospectus on the NPS website. A 
site visit is planned for July 16, 
2025. Those interested in attend-
ing the site visit must register by 
emailing BLRI_Concessions@nps.
gov no later than one week before 
the scheduled date.

To submit a proposal in response 
to this solicitation, notify intent 
to William Gordon, Commercial 
Services Specialist, via email at 
William_Gordon@nps.gov no later 
than September 3, 2025. Propos-
als are due October 1, 2025. All 
questions related to this business 
opportunity should be directed to 
William Gordon.

Restaurant and retail building at historic Mabry Mill site on the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
milepost 176. NPS Photo.

Griffith announces STEP 
Inc. will receive grant

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) has 
awarded STEP Inc., located in 
Franklin County, Virginia, a 
$1,296,059 grant. The funding 
supports head start and early head 
start projects. U.S. Congressman 
Morgan Griffith (R-VA) issued the 
following statement:

“Solutions that Empower Peo-
ple (STEP) serves communities in 
Franklin and Patrick Counties. 
This grant for nearly $1.3 million 
helps STEP support its head start 
and early head start programs.”

According to its website, Solu-
tions That Empower People 

(STEP), Inc. is a dynamic commu-
nity action agency that provides 
services at significant milestones 
throughout life. Programs are de-
signed to partner with individuals 
and families to help them over-
come adversity and enhance their 
quality of life through community, 
economic, personal, and family de-
velopment.

In a recent Health Subcommittee 
hearing with Congressman Griffith 
present, Secretary Kennedy noted 
President Trump’s Budget request 
recommends Head Start continue 
to receive funding equal to the FY 
2025 enacted level.

Mountain Valley awarded 
CHAP Accreditation

Community Health Accredita-
tion Partner, Inc., (CHAP) an-
nounced today that Mountain Val-
ley, a local non-profit hospice and 
palliative care organization, has 
been awarded CHAP Accredita-
tion for hospice services under the 
CHAP Standards of Excellence.

CHAP Accreditation demon-
strates that Mountain Valley 
meets the industry’s highest na-
tionally recognized standards. 
The rigorous evaluation by CHAP 
focuses on structure and function, 
quality of services and products, 
human and financial resources 
and long-term viability. Simply 
stated, adherence to CHAP’s stan-
dards leads to better quality care.

Along with CHAP Accreditation, 
Mountain Valley also achieved 
CHAP Certification in Pediatric 
Care at Home for their Love’s 
PEAK pediatric hospice program.

“By achieving CHAP Accredita-

tion, Mountain Valley has shown 
a commitment to excellence,” said 
Nathan DeGodt, CHAP President 
and CEO. “We are excited to begin 
our partnership with Mountain 
Valley by offering support in its 
commitment to providing quali-
ty care and continuous improve-
ment.”

“CHAP Accreditation affirms 
what we strive for every day—
that the care we provide is com-
passionate, consistent, and held 
to the highest standards,” said 
Tracey Dobson, President and 
CEO of Mountain Valley. “This 
recognition reflects the dedication 
of our entire team to meet people 
where they are with excellence, 
dignity, and heart.”

Mountain Valley provides a 
variety of hospice services to pa-
tients and their families in 18 
counties across North Carolina 
and Virginia.
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Supervisors fund demolition of unsafe homes across 
county

The Henry County Board of Su-
pervisors appropriated $390,000 
from its general fund balance to 
demolish 39 unsafe structures 
throughout the county during its 
meeting Tuesday, July 24.

Enforcement actions will also be 
taken on other properties in need of 
remediation.

The project also includes remedi-
ation of nine properties.

Chairman Jim Adams, of the 
Blackberry District, said the board 
has heard loud and clear from res-
idents that blighted and unkempt 
properties are a concern, and were 
highlighted in the results of a re-
cent survey.

The action taken Tuesday “shows 

that we’re not just listening, but 
we’re doing the legwork to respond. 
While the board has long recognized 
these issues, the feedback we re-
ceived through the comprehensive 
planning process helped reinforce 
the need to prioritize this effort and 
commit the necessary resources. We 
approached this carefully, following 
the proper process and respecting 
property rights, to ensure we’re 
making a decision that benefits the 
entire community,” Adams said.

Of the 39 properties to be demol-
ished, 17 are in Vice Chairman Joe 
Bryant’s Collinsville District, in-
cluding the one structure scheduled 
to be remediated. The estimated to-
tal cost in that district is $119,000.

This house, located at 307 Greyson Street in the Collinsville District, is scheduled to be 
demolished as part of a county-wide project to address dilapidated and unsafe structures. 
The county will use $390,000 from its general fund balance to demolish and/or remediate 
a total of 49 unsafe structures.

Bassett Furniture pays homage to the past with WWII 
truck

Bassett Furniture unveiled a 
piece of history to its employees on 
May 15: a GMC CCKW 353 cargo 
truck. Manufactured in the 1940s 
and used during World War II, the 
truck represents the company’s 
wartime contributions. Bassett 
Furniture produced wooden truck 
beds for the military after securing 
a contract in Detroit.

“We dedicated the Bassett Fur-
niture company across the street 
from our main office as a facility to 
manufacture the truck beds,” said 
Senior Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer Jeb Bassett. “We 
also made training rifles—no ac-
tion to them—just something for 
the troops to carry as they were 
training.”

Efforts to procure a truck like the 
one Bassett contributed to during 
the war had been ongoing for 
years. Finding one in good condi-
tion proved difficult, as many were 
left overseas after the war ended.

“We even sent a couple of guys 

to military shows, and they said, 
‘You’re probably not gonna find 
one, and if you do, it’s gonna be in 
terrible shape,’” Bassett said. The 
company got lucky when Bassett’s 
brother-in-law spotted the truck 
listed on Facebook Marketplace in 
North Carolina.

“We got excited. I sent it to our 
CEO that night, and he said, ‘Buy 
it.’ So we contacted the seller and 
said, ‘We’ll wire your money on 
Monday.’”

Bassett Historian Andrew Doss 
explained the importance of the 
company’s contribution during the 
war. “At a time of war when facto-
ries weren’t running, jobs weren’t 
really available because the gov-
ernment had told them to stop pro-
ducing so many materials. Only 
necessary items were being made,” 
Doss said. “These cargo beds were 
considered important because they 
couldn’t make metal beds any-
more—there was a shortage of 
metal.”

Andrew Doss at the wheel of the GMC CCKW 353.

Council approves lease, hears report on aging water 
infrastructure

Martinsville City Council met 
June 24 in the lecture hall at the 
New College Institute to discuss 
aging water infrastructure and fi-
nalize financing options for leas-
ing the former BB&T building at 
1 Ellsworth St.

Council selected from four op-
tions and ultimately approved a 
lease at $12 per square foot, in-
creasing the city’s loan payment 
to $10,800.

The council also heard a presen-
tation from Drew Arnold, project 
engineer with Dewberry; other 
company officials; and Mandy 
Muse, the city’s director of water 
resources. The group presented 
findings from Dewberry’s Asset 
Management Plan for Martins-
ville’s water and sewer systems.

The city’s infrastructure, val-
ued at more than $600 million, 
includes components as old as 
100 years. Much of it—dating 
back to the 1920s—has exceeded 
its typical service life of 30 to 110 
years, according to discussion at 
the meeting.

Dewberry Engineers assessed 
the condition of the city’s systems 
and developed an Asset Manage-
ment Plan aimed at optimizing 
the entire lifecycle of water and 
sewer infrastructure, equipment, 
and facilities. The plan outlines 

how the utility can maintain, 
upgrade, and replace assets to 
ensure reliable service, mitigate 
risks, and meet service-level goals 
in a cost-effective and sustainable 
way, officials said.

In recent years, Martinsville 
has focused on wastewater inter-
ceptor repairs, small waterline 
replacements, and equipment up-
grades. However, maintenance is 
increasingly reactive rather than 
proactive.

A 2024 engineering study of the 
city’s wastewater treatment plant 
prompted the full Asset Manage-
ment Plan to help guide future 
improvements and avoid critical 
failures, according to discussion.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, an afford-
able water burden is defined as 
1.5% of median household income 
for 5,000 gallons per month. In 
Martinsville, with a 2023 median 
household income of $42,434, that 
equates to $53.04 per month.

Currently, customers pay 
$33.31 for water and $32.64 for 
wastewater—totaling $65.95, 
which exceeds that affordability 
threshold. A rate study is under-
way, but results depend on the 
recommendations and data from 
the Asset Management Plan, of-
ficials said.

The city discusses leasing options for the former BB&T building. Martinsville Police Chief 
Robert Fincher (seated, second from left) substituted as the primary contact in City 
Manager Aretha Ferrell Benavides’ absence. The circumstances surrounding her absence 
were not made public.

Civic spirit and student talent recognized at annual 
Hooker Awards

The 23rd annual 
Clyde Hooker Awards 
were presented to 
VisitMartinsville and 
longtime Piedmont 
Arts supporter Marty 
Gardner. The awards 
also included five 
scholarships awarded 
to seniors to help fur-
ther their education in 
the arts.

The individual re-
cipient of the Clyde 
Hooker Award was 
Marty Gardner, who 
has more than six de-
cades of acting and 
support for Piedmont 
Arts. Gardner has par-
ticipated in major cap-
ital campaigns, served 
on numerous commit-
tees, managed exhibi-
tions, and continues to 
advocate for the mu-
seum throughout the 
community.

Executive Director 
Heidi Pinkston said 
the award was “long 
overdue” and praised 
Gardner’s vision. “No 
one is more deserving. 
Marty, your vision, te-
nacity, and unwaver-
ing commitment have 
helped Piedmont Arts 
flourish into the com-
munity jewel it is to-

day.”
VisitMartinsville, 

the official tourism 
bureau for Martins-
ville-Henry County, 
was recognized for its 
role in promoting local 
culture and creativi-
ty. In 2023, the region 
saw $72.8 million in 
visitor spending, sup-
porting more than 800 
jobs and generating $3 
million in tourism-re-
lated tax revenue. Sar-
ah Hodges, director of 
tourism and talent 
development, accepted 
the award on behalf of 
the organization.

“VisitMartinsville’s 
mission perfectly 
aligns with Pied-
mont Arts’ vision of 
connecting our com-
munity through the 
arts. Their commit-
ment to storytelling, 
placemaking, and lo-
cal pride helps culti-
vate a strong sense of 
identity for Martins-
ville-Henry County 
and reinforces the es-
sential role that the 
arts play in our econ-
omy and daily lives,” 
said Piedmont Arts 
board president-elect 
Olivia Garrett.

Marty Gardner earns the Clyde Hooker Award.
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Kathy Lea Gauldin
Kathy Lea Gaul-

din, 73, born April 18, 
1952, passed away at 
Sovah Health in Mar-
tinsville on June 19, 
2025.

The daughter of 
Robert and Thelma 
Lewis, she is survived 
by spouse Glenn Gaul-
din and children Chris 
Owens (and spouse 
Holly Owens), Jeni 
Owens (and spouse 
Don Williams), Joey 
Owens and Gina Ow-
ens, as well as grand-
children Kade Berent, 
Lilliana Lawson and 
Meina Owens.

Over the course of 
her life, she worked 
with mental health 
patients but was most 
proud of her time as a 
hospice nurse. During 
this time, she collected 
stories of patients who 
had near-death ex-
periences. She wrote 

a book that she gave 
away freely to many 
of her patients and 
family titled ‘Standing 
Where Angels Stood’, 
which her children 
will seek to publish.

She enjoyed paint-
ing and after meet-
ing a man that could 
not read, she created 
a painting depicting 
the path to salvation 
which missionaries 
would later send thou-
sands of prints to sev-

eral countries.
She was the best of 

us, the most loving 
mother and grand-
mother one could 
imagine, and has left 
a hole in many hearts.

A celebration of life 
will be held on Mon-
day, June 23, 2025, 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM 
at Wright Funeral 
Service Chapel. A vis-
itation will be held one 
hour prior to the ser-
vice

In lieu of flowers, 
her family requests 
donations in her name 
to the SPCA to honor 
her lifetime love of an-
imals and helping ani-
mals in need.

Wright Funeral Ser-
vice & Crematory is 
serving the family. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
wrightfuneralservices.
net.

James Green Quesenberry
Mr. James Green 

Quesenberry “J.G.”, 
age 75 of Meadows of 
Dan, Virginia, passed 
away at his home Fri-
day, June 27, 2025. He 
was born in Meadows 
of Dan, Virginia, on 
January 1, 1950, to 
the late Parker Da-
vis Quesenberry and 
Mary Ellen DeHart 
Quesenberry. In ad-
dition to his parents, 
he was preceded in 
death by brothers, 
Odell, Ronnie, and 
Elmer Quesenberry; 
a sister, Ruth Q. Har-
bour Winfield; a niece, 
Vicki Harbour Purdy; 
and a nephew, Jeffrey 
Harbour. He never 
met a stranger, loved 

to laugh, and was 
the best father to his 
daughter.

J.G. is survived by 
his devoted daughter, 
Mary Ann Quesenber-
ry of the home; and 
several nieces and 
nephews.

A celebration of life 

service for J.G. will be 
held Monday, June 30, 
2025, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart with Pastor 
Lonnie Hylton and 
Pastor Terry Martin 
officiating. The fami-
ly will receive friends 
from 5:00 p.m. until 
the time of the service 
on Monday evening at 
the funeral home. In 
lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be 
made to J.G. Quesen-
berry Memorial Fund, 
c/o Moody Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 307, 
Stuart, VA 24171. On-
line condolences may 
be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Carol Christiana Thornton
Mrs. Carol Christi-

ana Thornton, age 88, 
of Meadows of Dan, 
Virginia passed away 
on Tuesday, June 24, 
2025 at her home. 
She was born July 
11, 1936, in Pleasant-
ville, New York to the 
late George and Au-
drey Hagan Christia-
na. In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
first husband, George 
Lumpkin, Sr.; her sec-
ond husband, Wesley 
Burton Sehen; and 
her brother, Bobby 
Christiana. Carol was 
a member of Mead-
ows of Dan Baptist 
Church. She enjoyed 
being involved in her 
church, staying active, 
and traveling. One of 
her greatest joys was 

spending time with 
her family.

Carol is survived 
by her husband, Dick 
Thornton; her chil-
dren, George Lump-
kin, Jr., Mick Lump-
kin, Carol Thornton, 
Audrey Aldana, and 
Tommy Lumpkin; 
twelve grandchildren; 
ten great-grandchil-

dren; brothers, Mi-
chael Christiana, 
Jerry Christiana, Da-
vid Christiana, Chris 
Christiana, and Byron 
Christiana; and a sis-
ter, Margie Bandas.

Funeral service for 
Mrs. Thornton will be 
held on Monday, June 
30, 2025 at 1:00 P.M. 
at Meadows of Dan 
Baptist Church with 
Pastor Michael Shock-
ley officiating. Buri-
al will follow in the 
Sehen-Knowles-Eden 
Cemetery in Meadows 
of Dan, Virginia. Fam-
ily will receive friends 
from 12:00 noon until 
the time of the service 
at the church. Online 
condolences may be 
made by visiting www.
moodyfueneralser-
vices.com.

OBITUARIES 

Terri S. Wood, Manager WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Only 
$995

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium 
and Large size 

chairs available

Starting at 
Only 

$795

From courthouse to 
cloud: Genealogy meeting 

to explore AI tools

The Genealogical 
Society of Rockingham 
and Stokes Counties 
(GSRS) will hold its 
next meeting on Sun-
day, July 13, at 2:30 
p.m. in the meeting 
room of the Danbury 
Public Library, located 
at 1007 Main St., Dan-
bury, N.C.

Former GSRS presi-
dent Pat Edwards will 
be the featured speak-
er. She will present a 
program about how 
artificial intelligence 
(AI) is being used in 
genealogical research 
and will share exam-
ples of how AI can help 
uncover new insights 
into family history.

Following the pre-
sentation, attendees 
will have the opportu-
nity to ask questions, 
enjoy refreshments, 
and connect with oth-
ers interested in gene-
alogy.

For generations, ge-
nealogists pored over 
dusty courthouse led-
gers and fragile doc-
uments to find birth, 
marriage, death, and 
estate records. These 
documents were often 
written in elaborate 
cursive, which could 

be difficult to decipher.
But the digital age—

and now AI—has 
transformed the pro-
cess.

With tools like An-
cestry.com and Fami-
lySearch, records that 
once took hours to 
locate can now be re-
trieved in seconds. Re-
cent developments in 
artificial intelligence 

even allow software 
to read and transcribe 
cursive handwriting, 
further simplifying re-
search.

What once took a 
trip to a courthouse or 
hours in a library ar-
chive can now be done 
with a few clicks—
and increasingly, a 
few keystrokes and 
prompts.

For years researchers went to the courthouse to find 
documents which were always written in fancy cursive 
handwriting. (Courtesy of Debbie Brown)

Today it takes just a few clicks of your computer for AI to translate the cursive writing. 
(Screenshot from Family Search)
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Cheirut (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament 
or neither?

2.In Galatians, “Only do not 
use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, 
but through _____ serve 
one another.” Friendship, 
Honesty, Love, Hope

3. From 2 Corinthians, “Now 
the Lord is that Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is _____.” Hope, 
Freedom, Love, Liberty

4. In John 8, “If the _____ 

therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed.” 
Heart, Worship, Celebration,
Son

5. From what book’s 6:7 does 
it say, “For he that is dead 
is freed from sin”?Isaiah, 
Daniel, Mark, Romans

6. How many times is the 
word “independence” 
mentioned in the Bible? 0, 
2, 11, 17

ANSWERS:1) Neither, 2) 
Love, 3) Liberty, 4) Son, 5) 
Romans, 6) Zero

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK

Freedom to Choose
By Alan Dean, retired Sev-

enth-day Adventist pastor
In Romans 6: 16-23 the Apostle 

Paul discusses that as Christians 
we have the freedom to choose one 
of two masters – sin or righteous-
ness. He emphasizes that sin 
leads to death and righteousness 
through Jesus leads to eternal 
life. Only because of Jesus’ victory 
over sin are we provided with this 
freedom to choose.

Paul says that prior to Christ, 
sin was a slave master, bringing 
its victims to destruction.  Sin 
ruled the day. When Jesus came, 
sin had nearly controlled the 
whole world.  Man did not know 
the true God. And the Jews, His 
chosen people, had lost their re-
lationship with Him. As a result, 
they did not recognize Jesus be-
cause they were looking for an 
earthly king to overcome the Ro-
mans. Satan was the prince of 
this world prior to Jesus coming. 
This is because man has limited 
power in of himself, and he comes 
under the control of Satan when 
he doesn’t know or accept God.

God through Noah, Abraham, 
and Moses tried to form a na-
tion that would represent Him to 
the world.  But the influence of 
the sin of neighboring countries 
caused the Israelites many times 
to lose their hold on God.  Sin is so 
attractive at the beginning, but it 
becomes very deadly.

It wasn’t until Jesus came that 
God’s love and justice were fully 
manifested.  His life of love, com-
passion, and self-sacrifice fully 
reflected the Father in heaven. 
Then when Jesus bore the sins 
of the world on the cross, man 
had the choice to accept Him and 
choose righteousness or to remain 
in sin and be lost. Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we can 
be cleansed of sin (1 John 1: 9).

In time, Paul says we become 
dead to sin, desiring to choose 
righteousness at all times. Thus, 
as Jesus makes salvation possi-
ble and the Holy Spirit gives us 
power, we receive not only the 
gift of justification (forgiveness), 
but also the gift of sanctification 
(transformation) and eternal life.  
We have this assurance because it 
is promised in His Word and God 
never fails us.

The joy we can have today is 
that Jesus is coming soon to take 
His people home (John 14: 2,3).  
The coming mark of the beast test 
will determine who has truly been 
sanctified and prepared to go. 
This test simply requires being 
faithful to Jesus and His Word in 
spite of pressures to do otherwise. 

What an awesome future we can 
look forward to. And it’s because 
Jesus gained the victory over sin 
and Satan that we can choose to 
have freedom from sin today and 
heaven tomorrow.

JUNE
MARKET
EVENTS

Stuart Farmers Market

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm
June 2: Tool Sharpening. Bring those dull blades and have

them sharpened while you shop: fee
June 2: 6 pm First Friday Summer Jam Series
June 9: 

June 16: Lots of great locally grown & produced items
June 23: Rise & Shine Market vendors along with our Adult Vendors

June 30: 
Gardeners and Blood Pressure checks with The Landmark Center

Open every Friday will locally grown Fruits & Vegetables,

JULY
MARKET
EVENTS

Every Friday 8 am to 12 pm 

Open Every Friday With Locally Grown Fruits &Vegetables, 
Meats, Baked Items, Eggs, Cra�s &More.

July 4:  Red, White and Blueberry Celebration
Tool Sharpening Available for a fee

July 5:  Star Spangled Saturday Concert Series 4pm

July 11: Blood Pressure checks with the LandmarkCenter & 
Blue Ridge Nursing Center

July 18:  Rise & Shine Kids Market Vendors

July 28:  Monthly Master Gardeners Program & 
BloodPressure checks

OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
MONDAY AT NOON
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Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off 

installation + Additional 
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 

1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 

court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-

4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up 
to $250/year on your 

talk, text and data. No 
contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nation-

wide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-

tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 

headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three 
step process. Instant 

offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-

268-4773

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 

design, tile,
closet & garage 

organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net
Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

STEVE’S MOWER 
REPAIR Service and 
repair for all makes of 
lawn mowers. Pick up 

and delivery for a reso-
nable charge based on 
your location. We offer 
disposal of old mowers 
with free pick up and 
sell used mowers and 

other power equipment. 
Call 276-694-3748. If 
no answer, leave your 

name and number. We’ll 
call you back.

MASTER CARPEN-
TER HOME RE-MOD-
ELER 40 years’ expe-
rience, repairs, decks, 
gutter cleaning, trim 
work, wooden bridge 

repair, power washing, 
tree cutting, demolition 
and anything else you 
need done. Senior citi-

zen discount. Call Joe at 
(276) 229-1029.

Small parcel of land 
for sale @ 586 Mount Cal-

vary Church Rd, Stuart, 
VA 24171. If interested, 

please call (276) 694-2842 

between 10AM and 4PM.

2008 Ford F-150 Heavy 
Duty. 4-wheel drive, 5th 

wheel trailer hookup. 
Like-new tires. $4500. Call 

276-229-9373

Pro Team 175 Tour-
nament Edition Tracker 
Bass boat. Twin-console, 

twin fish-finders, Minn 
Kota trolling motor, twin 
pedestal fishing chairs, 

75hp Mercury four-stroke 
motor. Was $28,00 new. 

Asking $12,000.
Call 276-952-7462

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 

target audience. Call 
this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement 

Windows Installed! 
Starting at $350 Call 

804-739-8207 for More
Details!  Ronnie Jen-

kins II Windows, Siding, 
Roofing and Gutters!  

FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for 

More Details! American 
Made Products!

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warran-
ty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-844-746-

2332

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 

guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-877-614-

6667 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 

military save an addi-
tional 10%. Restrictions 
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and 

offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. CL25000167-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Patrick Circuit Court, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171
ESTATE OF KATHLEEN  v.  JASON MORRIS SCHIFF,
WILSON SCHIFF  TRAVIS COMPTON JR, 
  AND PARTIES UNKNOWN
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN PROPER SERVICE UPON UNKNOWN PARTIES
It is ORDERED that ANY PARTIES UNKNOWN WHO HAVE IN-
TEREST IN THE ABOVE CASE appear at the above-named court 
and protect his/her interests on or before July 17, 2025.

JUNE 9, 2025

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0625 0702

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, July 14, 2025 on the proposed 
ordinance authorizing the payment of bonuses as outlined in §15.2-
1508 of the Code of Virginia.  

The hearing will be held in the 3rd floor Courtroom of the Patrick 
County Veterans Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Vir-
ginia.  

Anyone wishing to view the proposed ordinance authorizing the 
payment of bonuses as outlined in §15.2-1508 of the Code of Virginia 
may do so at the County Administration office, Suite 218 located in the 
Patrick County Veterans Memorial building. 

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.
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DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net

v
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $30 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

VISIT US ONLINE 
WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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ORDER OF PUBLICATION  Case No. CL25000167-00
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Patrick Circuit Court, 101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171
ESTATE OF KATHLEEN  v.  JASON MORRIS SCHIFF,
WILSON SCHIFF  TRAVIS COMPTON JR, 
  AND PARTIES UNKNOWN
The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN PROPER SERVICE UPON UNKNOWN PARTIES
It is ORDERED that ANY PARTIES UNKNOWN WHO HAVE IN-
TEREST IN THE ABOVE CASE appear at the above-named court 
and protect his/her interests on or before July 17, 2025.

JUNE 9, 2025

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0625 0702

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING: The Patrick County Board of Supervisors 

will hold a Public Hearing, Monday, July 14, 2025 on the proposed 
ordinance authorizing the payment of bonuses as outlined in §15.2-
1508 of the Code of Virginia.  

The hearing will be held in the 3rd floor Courtroom of the Patrick 
County Veterans Memorial building, 106 Rucker Street, Stuart, Vir-
ginia.  

Anyone wishing to view the proposed ordinance authorizing the 
payment of bonuses as outlined in §15.2-1508 of the Code of Virginia 
may do so at the County Administration office, Suite 218 located in the 
Patrick County Veterans Memorial building. 

If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, 
please contact the County Administration Office at 276-694-6094.

(Meeting/event information must be received no 
later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the desired publi-
cation date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Monday, July 14
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will meet 

at 6 p.m. in the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick 
County Administration Building.

Tuesday, July 15
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 5:30 

p.m. in the Patrick County School Board Office.

Wednesday, July 16
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m. in the 

Stuart Town Office.

Events

Friday, July 4
4th of July Bluegrass and Old Time Music Com-

petition from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Vesta Commu-
nity Center. Banjo, fiddle, guitar, mandolin, bands, 
vocals, and flat footling competitions with three lev-
els each: children, teens, and adult, and cash prizes 
for the top three competitors. The opening ceremony 
will be held by Patrick County VFW Post 8467, and 
the quilts of valor will be presented at 10 a.m. Hot-
dogs, BBQ, lemonade, soft drinks, and desserts will 
be for sale. The quilt show will be by Mountain Top 
Quilters. The event also includes a tractor show and 
games for children. Bring your own lawn chairs.

Tuesday, July 8
The Drug-Free Patrick County Coalition will meet 

from 12-1 p.m. at the Stuart site of Patrick & Henry 
Community College (P&HCC).

Thursday, July 10
Patrick County Senior Citizens Group meets at 11 

a.m., Hooker Building at Rotary Field, Stuart. En-
tertainment by Philip Adams. Beverages provided. 
Attendees are asked to bring salads and/or desserts 
to share.

Saturday, July 12
The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club will be hav-

ing its annual fish fry dinner, 4-7 p.m., at Patrick 
Springs Park in Patrick Springs. Proceeds will help 
the club to sponsor community service projects in-
cluding scholarships for high school graduates, back-
pack program for students and other events. The 
meal will include fried fish, beans, corn, slaw, roll, 
drink and a dessert. Eat-in or takeout. Auction of 
cakes and pies to be held.

Sunday, July 13
The descendants of John Preston Williams will 

have their annual reunion at the Hughes Shelter in 
Trot Valley. All relatives and friends are encouraged 
to come and bring a covered dish starting at 11 a.m. 
Lunch will be at 1 p.m.

Wednesday, July 16
The Patrick County Food Bank will distribute 

at its Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. and again from 

5-6:30 p.m.; Fellowship Church in Ararat from 8-10 
a.m. and at the Meadows of Dan Community Build-
ing starting at 5:30 p.m.

Friday, July 18
The community food truck will be at the Fairys-

tone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

The Rise & Shine Youth Market will be at the 
Farmers’ Market, 8 a.m. – noon, 320 Chestnut Road, 
Stuart. The market is a local youth-led makers and 
growers’ market for youth aged 8 to 18. 

Saturday, July 19
The Mayberry Book Festival, sponsored by The 

Perry Family Scholarship, will be hosted at the 
Mount Airy Museum of Regional History, 301 North 
Main St., from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The 8th annual Rock Castle Descendants Reunion 
will be held at 12 p.m. at Slate Mountain Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Meadows of Dan. Bring old 
photographs, artifacts, stories, and a covered dish. If 
you have any questions email Beverly Wood at rock-
castlecreek1@gmail.com or call (276) 692-9626.

The 50th annual Elgin Reunion will be at Fairys-
tone Volunteer Fire Station with a potluck lunch at 
12 p.m.

Ongoing
 
For a list of ongoing events, check our Facebook 

page or visit www.theenterprise.net.  

Law eases transit rules for small school districts

Last week, Gov. Youngkin signed HB 2720, pa-
troned by Del. Terry Austin, allowing rural school 
districts with fewer than 4,500 students to explore 
alternative student transportation methods. Virgin-
ia is now one of ten states to allow this level of flexi-
bility in small school divisions. 

“Today we’re breaking down barriers that have 
limited our communities for far too long,” Youngkin 
said at the ceremony in Botetourt County. “House 
Bill 2720 represents the innovative thinking Virgin-
ia needs to ensure every student, regardless of where 
they live, has access to quality education and extra-
curricular opportunities. By empowering our local 
school boards with flexibility and choice, we’re put-
ting students first and allowing communities to find 
transportation solutions that work best for them.” 

This legislation allows qualifying school boards 
to enter partnerships with community colleges, con-
tract private transportation providers, and utilize 
ride sharing and carpooling services to supplement 
traditional school bus routes. These options are cru-
cial for rural districts like Botetourt County, which 
serves 4,424 students across an expansive and geo-
graphically diverse area. 

Governor Youngkin signed HB 2720, patroned by 
Delegate Terry Austin, allowing rural school districts 
with fewer than 4,500 students to explore alternative 

student transportation methods. Virginia is now one 
of ten states to allow this level of flexibility in small 
school divisions. 

“Today we’re breaking down barriers that have 
limited our communities for far too long,” said Youn-
gkin. “House Bill 2720 represents the innovative 
thinking Virginia needs to ensure every student, 
regardless of where they live, has access to quality 
education and extracurricular opportunities. By em-
powering our local school boards with flexibility and 
choice, we’re putting students first and allowing com-
munities to find transportation solutions that work 
best for them.” 

This legislation allows qualifying school boards 
to enter partnerships with community colleges, con-
tract private transportation providers, and utilize 
ride sharing and carpooling services to supplement 
traditional school bus routes. These options are cru-
cial for rural districts like Botetourt County, which 
serves 4,424 students across an expansive and geo-
graphically diverse area. 

“Better transportation options mean better access 
to education,” Youngkin added. “When we remove 
barriers and empower local decision making, we cre-
ate opportunities for every Virginia student to suc-
ceed. That’s what House Bill 2720 is all about: put-
ting students first.” 
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she brought her own children, who also received 
their first cards from him.

“My youngest graduates college in August, so he’s 
seen the whole process. For him to give me my first 
library card when I was seven-years-old to me being 
able to take over for him as he retires, it’s a full cir-
cle moment,” she said.

Clifton’s support has helped ease her nerves.
“Like, ‘if Garry didn’t think I could do this, he 

wouldn’t support me,’ so I feel like I could do it. I 
have tons of ideas, and no one loves this library 
more than I do, so I’m going to take care of it, and 
water it, and nourish it, and let it grow and be 
something that is needed for the whole community 
because our community needs this library and all it 
has,” she said.

Luna-Ojodeagua said the library has many un-
derutilized resources, including being one of the few 
places in the county where people can send faxes or 
make copies.

“We’re used a whole lot for that. Zoom meetings—
they come in and use the quiet room. We have so 
many resources available,” she said.

She also enjoys showing visitors how to use the 
card catalog and place holds for books from other 
branches.

“I show them how to use that resource and how to 
put holds on books from other branches for them to 
come here and pick up. A lot of people don’t realize 
that you can do that. They thought they had to go 
to” another branch to get specific books “because a 
lot of them can’t go that far away,” she said.

Luna-Ojodeagua said her mission is to make sure 
everyone can access and benefit from library ser-
vices.

“And to create more things that we don’t even 
realize we need to be able to reach everyone,” she 

added.
In her new role, she hopes to expand outreach ef-

forts and partner with organizations such as Pat-
rick & Henry Community College (P&HCC), The 
Landmark Center, and the Patrick County Alzhei-
mer’s Group, LLC.

“I have an aunt that has Alzheimer’s and that’s a 
group that is dear to my heart, and so I would like to 
do some outreach, bring some programs in. I don’t 
want to be offensive to anyone, so I need to speak 
with the representatives there with the group to see 
if maybe they could come in and do a Storytime, do 
short stories, or whether it’s a chair exercise just for 
them, and maybe we just sit around and talk and 
share experiences. Maybe they want to read stories 
to some of our Storytime kids. I mean there’s lots of 
options and I have lots of ideas,” she said.

Additional ideas include starting a pen pal pro-
gram between Landmark residents and homes-
chooled students, and inviting professionals from 
different careers to speak at the library.

Passionate about literacy, Luna-Ojodeagua also 
wants to find ways to engage middle school stu-
dents, who typically only interact with the bookmo-
bile.

“So, I would really like to maybe start a book club 
or do some kind of things throughout the school 
year that’s just not like the summer reading pro-
gram that we have—something that’s a little bit 
more year-round,” she said.

She’s also interested in bringing language class-
es to the library, including English, American Sign 
Language (ASL), and Spanish.

“I don’t know when, but I think being able to have 
someone in the community that is willing to tutor, 
teach us those language skills would be super ben-
eficial,” she said.

While funding is the primary challenge she fore-
sees, Luna-Ojodeagua said getting people through 
the library’s doors is also important.

“But like I said, the more people realize what we 
have, I don’t think that would be a big challenge. I 
would say funding would be the biggest challenge,” 
she said.

Although her management style and organiza-
tional system differ from Clifton’s, Luna-Ojodeagua 
said that doesn’t mean one is better than the other.

“It’s just getting over that hump and learning it 
all. But I have a wonderful team, we all love the 
library and we love each other, and that makes 
things a lot easier,” she said.

Retired branch manager Garry Clifton ceremoniously 
passed the library book scanner to Somer Luna-Ojodeagua 
at his May 29 retirement party.

Library Manager’s Report 
June was a fantastic month here 

at the Patrick County Library. We 
started off the 2025 Summer Reading 
Program with fun activities and warm 
temperatures. This year’s theme is 
“Color Your World.” Assistant Man-
ager, Samantha Edmondson runs our 
branch’s summer reading program, 
and she is fantastic at organizing the 
programs and the kids always have a 
blast. 

I would like to send a special thank 
you to Norma Bozenmayer, a dedicat-
ed member of the PC Master Garden-
ers, for helping kick off the first pro-
gram of the summer and planting a 
beautiful butterfly waystation around 
our library sign by the road. 

Speaking of roads, Gayle Wagoner, 
our bookmobile queen, has been keep-
ing them hot while traveling to all 
parts of Patrick County carrying must 
reads to her patrons. She is amazing 
and everyone loves her and the book-
mobile. 

 Leandio Gravely, the Program-
ming Coordinator for the Blue Ridge 
Regional Library system, hosted nine 
patrons for a class on learning how to 
make your own ice cream and waffle 
cones. Of course, all nine participants 
left with a smile on their faces and 
a booklet filled with recipes to make 
their own frozen treats. Who doesn’t 
love coming to the library AND eating 
ice cream on a muggy June day?

The “Journaling Junkies” met and 
had a great time designing and updat-
ing their planners and journals with 

new stickers and information. If any-
one is interested in joining that group, 
they meet every third Saturday of the 
month from 11-12:30. Bring your own 
journal or planner and supplies or 
you are welcome to use what we have 
available in our “Journaling” supply 
container.

As far as what’s coming up in July 
in the library, we have continued the 
Summer Reading Program, along with 
a weekly movie and popcorn on Tues-
days at 1:30 p.m. On Wednesday, July 
23, Sam and Emme are hosting a “for-
mal” tea party celebrating Jane Aus-
ten’s 250th birthday. They encourage 
participants to dress up in Victorian 
fashion and be ready for regency era 
snacks.  Registration is required as 
seats are limited. 

Leandio will return in July with a 
new type of program for our 18 plus 
participants. “Boots on the Ground” a 
line dancing class will be on Monday 
July 21, at 1 p.m. at our PC branch. 
Registration is free and patrons are 
encouraged to wear their favorite cow-
boy/cowgirl boots or country western 
apparel. Also, in July, Cindy Howe, 
owner and creator of Ragtop Designs, 
is hosting a free watercolor class on 
July 26 at 11 a.m. in the meeting room 
at the library. If you are interested, 
please stop by or call and sign up to 
save a spot for the class. All materi-
als are provided. As per usual, if you 
are interested in any of our programs, 
feel free to give us a call at (276) 694-
3352 or check us out online at https://

www.brrl.lib.va.us/index.php or on 
Facebook under Blue Ridge Regional 
Library for further information. 

I would also like to thank everyone 
for their support and encouraging 
words as I start my new journey in the 
library management world. I am part 
of an amazing team, not only here at 
the Patrick County Branch but with 
the entire Blue Ridge Regional Li-
brary system. I look forward to what 
all the future holds and am blessed to 

have my dream job here at our won-
derful library. 

For a quick smile—I caught one of 
our circulation assistants, Abigail 
Brammar, “sitting” on the job. Some-
times you just have to do what you 
have to do. She is great at what she 
does and loves to shelve books. 

Until next month, happy reading 
and come by and see me. 

Somer Ojodeagua, PC Library 
Branch Manager

Abigail Brammar, “sitting” on the job at Patrick County Library. (Contributed)

Library
(cont. from page 1)
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J. E. B. Stuart’s Mother: Elizabeth Letcher Pannill Stuart (1801-1884)
By Tom Perry
Born on January 4, 

1801, in Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia, to 
David and Bethenia 
Letcher Pannill, Eliz-
abeth Letcher Pannill 
Stuart entered the 
world less than twenty 
years after the Treaty 
of Paris, which brought 
the United States of 
America into being. 
Eighty-three years lat-
er, she would pass on 
after seeing the nation 
nearly torn apart by 
the Civil War, and her 
youngest son would be-
come famous because 
of it. Sadly, she would 
outlive all her children 
except one daughter, 
named Bethenia af-
ter her mother, and a 
son, William Alexan-
der Stuart, who took 
on the mantle of family 
provider for many of 
his siblings, their wid-
ows, and his mother. 

In the summer of 
1817, she married Ar-
chibald Stuart on June 
17. Stuart got the mar-
riage license the day 
before, having it wit-
nessed by Thomas G. 
Tunstall. 

On March 24, 1818, 
around one in the 
morning, Elizabeth 
Letcher Pannill Stuart 
gave birth to her first 
child at her mother, 
Bethenia Letcher Pan-
nill’s, home— a daugh-
ter named Nancy Anne 
Dabney Stuart, named 
for Archibald Stuart’s 
mother. Bethenia Pan-
nill Stuart was born on 
September 10, 1819, 
as the second child 
of Elizabeth and Ar-
chibald Stuart at Sen-
eca Hill in Campbell 
County, Virginia. The 
third child and third 
daughter of Elizabeth 
Stuart, Mary Tucker 
Stuart, was born on 
July 20, 1821, at the 
home of Judge Alexan-
der Stuart near Saint 
Louis, Missouri. 

The first son born 
to Elizabeth Stuart, 
David Pannill Stuart, 
came into the world at 
one in the morning on 
September 10, 1823, at 
Chalk Level in Pittsyl-
vania County, Virgin-
ia. William Alexander 
Stuart was born at 
midnight on May 3, 
1826, the first of the 
Stuart children born at 
Laurel Hill in Patrick 
County. John Dabney 
Stuart was born at 
dawn on November 15, 
1828, at Laurel Hill. 

Elizabeth Letcher 
Pannill Stuart gave 
birth to Columbia 
Lafayette Stuart on 
May 28, 1830, at Lau-
rel Hill. The eighth of 
Elizabeth’s children, 
James Ewell Brown 
“Jeb” Stuart, was 
born at 11:30 p.m. or 
a.m., depending on 
which version of the 
family bible you view, 
on February 6, 1833. 
A ninth child, a son, 
Daniel Patrick Stuart, 
was born on April 21, 
1834, but died on July 
17. This baby may rest 
near the grave of Wil-
liam Letcher, as the 
land records mention 
the graves of William 
Letcher and others. 
This child has a marker 
in the Stuart Cemetery 
near where Archibald 
Stuart was buried from 

1855 until 1952, when 
he was moved to Salt-
ville to rest beside his 
wife, the subject of this 
article. Virginia Jose-
phine Stuart was born 
at Laurel Hill on April 
20, 1836. In July 1838, 
Elizabeth gave birth to 
her last child, Victoria 
Augusta Stuart. 

Four years later, 
in 1842, memorable 
events occurred at 
Laurel Hill. Young 
James and his broth-
er, William Alexan-
der Stuart, discovered 
the hornet’s nest that 
the latter would later 
make famous, recount-
ing his brother’s ag-
gressive nature, which 
would later be reflect-
ed in the future Gener-
al’s character. Virginia 
Josephine Stuart died 
that May. Elizabeth 
Stuart lost many of 
her children, but this 
was the only girl to 
die at Laurel Hill. Ar-
chibald Stuart’s sister, 
Anne Dabney, the wife 
of Judge James Ewell 
Brown, also died that 
year. Death was an in-
creasingly hard part of 
life for the Stuarts. 

Three years later, in 
1845, Bethenia Letch-
er Pannill, the daugh-
ter of “The Patriot” 
William Letcher and 
mother of Elizabeth 
Stuart, died at her 
home in Pittsylvania 
County. That same 
year, 1845, David Stu-
art Pannill, the oldest 
son, and Anne Stu-
art Peirce, the oldest 
daughter of Elizabeth 
and Archibald Stuart, 
both died, ironically, 
at the same time in the 
same place, Pulaski, 
Virginia.

Archibald Stuart 
died on September 20, 
1855, at Laurel Hill. 
Elizabeth buried him 
there, high on the hill 
with a vista of the Blue 
Ridge, and began to 
move on with her life. 
In far-off Kansas Ter-
ritory, James E. B. 
Stuart married Flora 
Cooke on November 14 
at Fort Riley with the 
Episcopal Reverend 
Clarkson officiating.

On March 24, 1856, 
Elizabeth appointed 
Attorney Samuel G. 
Staples and her son, 
William Alexander 
Stuart, as her repre-
sentatives in handling 
her affairs. She re-
mained at Laurel Hill. 
The tax records report 
that eleven slaves 
over the age of twelve 
were living on the 
farm. There were sev-
en horses worth $450 
and household furni-
ture listed at the same 
amount.

The following year, 
she wrote to a “Dear 
Friend” in September 
from Laurel Hill, stat-
ing that Mary T. Stu-
art Headen and Wil-
liam Alexander both 
came by, and Mary 
stayed, giving her a 
“great deal of compa-
ny for me,” along with 
Victoria, who was also 
present. Mrs. Stuart 
was in mourning as, 
on August 2, Colum-
bia Lafayette Stuart, 
the wife of Peter W. 
Hairston of Cooleemee 
Plantation in Davie 
County, passed away. 
Peter buried Columbia 

at Berry Hill in Pittsyl-
vania County, Virgin-
ia. Elizabeth wrote to 
Bettie Hairston, “My 
home looked very sad 
when I came here, and 
the Yadkin will look 
still more so. Cousin 
Peter…felt is more de-
pressed than ever…the 
longest summer I ever 
experienced.”

News from Lieu-
tenant Stuart arrived 
at Laurel Hill. Eliza-
beth Stuart passed it 
on to Elizabeth “Bettie” 
Hairston, “I received 
a letter from James’s 
wife the other day, 
and she writes me that 
James had received a 
slight flesh wound in 
an attack against the 
Indians and in saving 
the life of a brother 
officer…the weather 
is now so warm and 
out Sulphur Spring is 
in full blast.” At this 
writing, The White 
Sulphur Springs is a 
wedding venue, having 
been revived after at-
tempts to turn it into 
a housing development 
were made, following 
its long period of dor-
mancy as a resort hotel 
throughout the twen-
tieth century. Earlier 
that year remembering 
the spiritual matters of 
his former neighbors 
James wrote his moth-
er, “I wish to devote 
one hundred dollars 
to the purchase of a 
comfortable log church 
near your place, be-
cause in all my obser-
vation I believe one is 
more needed in that 
neighborhood than any 
other that I know of; 
and besides, ‘charity 
begins at home.’ Sev-
enty-five of this one 
hundred dollars I have 
in trust for that pur-
pose, and the remain-
der is my own contri-
bution. If you will join 
me with twenty-five 
dollars, a contribution 
of a like amount from 
two or three others 
interested will build a 
very respectable free 
church.” The future 
Confederate General 
showed interest in his 
birthplace, asking his 
mother, “What will you 
take for the south half 
of your plantation? I 
want to buy it.” 

Elizabeth Letcher 
Pannill Stuart was 
thinking of selling her 
ancestral home. In 
1858, Victoria wrote in 
a letter dated April 17 
that her mother was 
going to sell or “bar-
gain her land”, Laurel 
Hill, to “a gentleman of 
Patrick Court House” 
and move to Wytheville 
in the fall, no doubt to 
live with or near Wil-
liam Alexander Stuart. 
The sale fell through, 
and it would be anoth-
er year before Laurel 
Hill passed from her 
hands forever.

Marriage was in the 
air for the Stuart chil-
dren. John Dabney 
married Anne Eliza 
Kent on January 12, 
1858, and Victoria 
married Nathaniel 
Boyden on September 
13. The family did not 
forget Archibald Stu-
art. Elizabeth wrote to 
James W. Ford about 
a portrait of Mr. Stu-
art, expressing inter-
est in buying it. She 

mentions that her son, 
Lieutenant Stuart, 
will be in next summer 
(1859) and may wish to 
purchase it. 

On July 9, 1859, 
Elizabeth Letcher 
Pannill Stuart sold 
the 1500-acre Laurel 
Hill farm to Robert R. 
Galloway and Dr. Jo-
seph Hollingsworth for 
$12,000. She reserved 
three parcels, includ-
ing one acre on the 
Volunteer Road, “for 
the purpose of erecting 
a church,” remember-
ing her son James’ of-
fer of $100. The other 
two reserved parcels 
include the graveyard 
of William Letcher and 
“others,” as well as the 
graveyard of Archibald 
Stuart. The two new 
owners from Mount 
Airy divided the prop-
erty into two halves, 
with Hollingsworth re-
ceiving the Elizabeth 
Stuart section and 
Galloway receiving the 
William L. Pannill sec-
tion, which was added 
in 1828. Additionally, 
William L. Pannill ac-
quired the Pittsylvania 
County lands of Eliza-
beth L. P. Stuart.

After the sale of Lau-
rel Hill, before moving 
to Danville, local tradi-
tion holds that Eliza-
beth spent a week with 
her old friends, David 
Birnett and Margaret 
Saunders Hatcher, at 
what is now the Dan 
Valley Farm in Claud-
ville. A relative of the 
Hatcher Family, J. O. 
Hatcher, brother of Al-
ice Hatcher, whom this 
author interviewed, 
later owned Laurel 
Hill.

In 1861, Mrs. Stu-
art was in Richmond. 
On February 4, she 
wrote to her former 
son in law, Peter W. 
Hairston, with her 
left hand as her right 
was injured, about 
the approaching War 
Between the States. 
She wrote about being 
“alarmed at the pros-
pect of Civil War” and 
thought the “panic” 
would push “Carolina 
and Virginia to go to 
war with each other.” 
A few months later, 
she wrote Robert E. 
Lee on April 23 about 
her son James Ewell 
Brown Stuart, telling 
Lee that, “As soon as 
he hears of the Seces-
sion, he will fly to place 
himself by your side. 
Can you save a place 
for him…educated un-
der your eyes and was 
with you at Harper’s 
Ferry. He is greatly at-
tached to you and to all 
of your family.”

The following year, 
1862, she was in Dan-
ville, where she met 
Pere Louis-Hippolyte 
Gache, a Catholic 
priest detailed to Dan-
ville Hospitals. The 
former Chaplain 10th 

Louisiana Infantry 
wrote from Lynchburg 
on November 18, 1862, 
about the “wondrous 
events in Danville” “a 
place where Protes-
tantism reigned with 
such absolute sway…
notions which the local 
people have of Cathol-
icism are derived from 
ridiculous and slan-
derous fables…people 
honestly and sincerely 
believe Catholics are 
low scoundrels…I met 
only one person there 
who was an exception 
to this rule, Mrs. Eliza-
beth Stuart, the moth-
er of the general who 
has done such wick-
ed things to the poor 
Yankees.” Gache de-
scribed Mrs. Stuart as 
a High Church Episco-
palian who visited the 
convent in Danville, 
searching for a book. 
She explained to Gache 
that she had once lived 
in Saint Louis, Missou-
ri, and while there, she 
had read a book about 
St. Ignatius Loyola, 
which she now want-
ed to reread. The book 
was not at the Danville 
convent, but the Jesu-
it priest described her 
as a “marvelous old 
lady…charming.”

Gache stated that 
Mrs. Stuart told him 
she believed “most 
of the doctrines that 
Catholics hold, and the 
Protestants reject…I 
believe in miracles, 
in the Communion of 
Saints, and I also be-
lieve in confession.” 
Sadness came to the 
home of William Al-
exander Stuart in 
Saltville that year as 
his wife, Mary Taylor 
Carter Stuart, died on 
July 2. The following 
year, he married El-
len Spiller Brown, the 
widow of Judge James 
Ewell Brown’s son, Al-
exander Stuart Brown, 
on September 3, 1863.

In Danville in 1863, 
Elizabeth Stuart was 
the center of a humor-
ous story involving 
the future mascot of 
Virginia Tech. Mrs. 
Stuart rented a house 
on Wilson Street in 
Danville. A visitor re-
ported that she had a 
turkey gobbler tied to 
her rosewood bedpost 
to deter theft of food, 
as the food was becom-
ing scarce in war-torn 
Virginia. Mrs. Stuart 
explained, “A friend 
from the country sent 
it to her for a Christ-
mas turkey.” Elizabeth 
faced the death of her 
most famous child the 

following year with the 
death of James Ewell 
Brown “Jeb” Stuart on 
May 12, 1864, after re-
ceiving a wound at the 
Battle of Yellow Tav-
ern.

The years passed, 
and by March 21, 
1868, Elizabeth wrote 
to “Dear Cousin Kit-
ty” from Lynchburg, 
stating that she had 
been ill in Baltimore. 
She told her relative 
that “one of the great-
est miseries of poverty 
is that I cannot assist 
those that I would take 
the greatest pleasure 
in assisting.” The fol-
lowing year, she wrote 
to Marshall Hairston 
on January 5 from 
Saltville, offering to 
sell land inherited from 
“Uncle Robert,” valued 
at $3.66. Elizabeth 
had joined the family 
at Saltville. William 
Alexander Stuart kept 
the promise he made to 
his brother James that 
he would take care of 
their family, including 
his mother, his sister 
Mary, and his sister-
in-law, Flora, at his 
Saltville home.

Mrs. Stuart visited 
her children. In Feb-
ruary 1876, she made 
her way to the home of 
John Dabney Stuart, 
known as West End 
in Wythe County. The 
following year, John 
died on October 2, 
1877, and rests today 
in Wytheville.

Elizabeth Letcher 
Pannill Stuart died on 
August 20, 1884, at 
Elk Garden, Virginia, 
the home of William A. 
Stuart in Russell Coun-
ty. Her will divides her 
estate between her 
son, John (who preced-
ed her in death), and 
her daughter, Mary, 
including a large bed-
stead, bureau, wash-
stand, chairs, tables, 
feather bed, and a 
traveling trunk, along 
with a few exceptions, 
such as a gold watch to 
her grandson, J. E. B. 
Stuart Jr. 

She rests in the 
cemetery named after 
Patrick Henry’s sister, 
Elizabeth Russell, in 
Saltville, along with 
many of her children. 
The family moved Ar-
chibald Stuart from 
Laurel Hill in 1952 
to lie beside her. Her 
daughter-in-law, Ellen 
Spiller Brown Stuart, 
wrote in the family Bi-
ble that she was “one 
of the most intellectual 
and cultured women in 
Virginia.”

Elizabeth Letcher Pannill 
Stuart
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Personal Dentists. 
Personal Care. 

407 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA 24112 • (276) 632-9266 • www.martinsvillesmiles.com

Dr. Mark Crabtree, Dr. Charles Jenkins, 
Dr. David Sta�ord and Dr. Blake Brockbank

At Martinsville Smiles, you choose your dentist,
and he's there for you at each visit.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Take Back 
Your County 

The Board of Supervisors 
have forgotten that they are 

just a mouthpiece for the 
citizens here.  They need to 

learn to listen again!

FOR

Malcolm Roach
Patrick County 

Board of Supervisor
Smith River District 

paid for and authorized by Malcolm Roach 

DRBA’s First Saturday 
Outing set for July 5

Join the Dan River Ba-
sin Association (DRBA) 
on Saturday, July 5, for 
an approximate 4.5-mile 
paddle on the Smith Riv-
er from the South Mar-
tinsville Canoe Access 
to the Monogram Foods 
Sports Complex Canoe 
Access.  Participants will 
meet at the South Mar-
tinsville Canoe Access at 
9:00 a.m. to unload boats 
and set the shuttle.  The 
access is located at 280 
Tensbury Drive adjacent 
to the Indian Heritage 
RV Park. This paddle is 
suitable for most skill 
levels with some Class 
I and II rapids. Outings 
and meetings of the Dan 
River Basin Association 
are open to the public 
without charge.

The take-out is locat-
ed inside the Monogram 
Foods Smith River Sports 
Complex at 1000 Irisburg 
Road, Axton, VA. Upon 
entering the Sports Com-
plex entrance, you will 
travel approximately 0.5 
mile before you will see 
a red maintenance build-
ing on your left.  Turn 
left at this building (you 
will see a “Smith River 
Trails sign”) and follow 
the gravel road to the ca-
noe launch.

About 0.6 mile into the 
float, paddlers will en-
counter a Native Ameri-
can fish weir.  The weir 
is a rough wall of piled 

rocks in a “V-shape” with 
the point of the V down-
stream. At an opening in 
that point a basket could 
be used to catch fish that 
were funneled to that 
point by the walls of the 
weir.  The weir was list-
ed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 
1974. The visibility of the 
weir is dependent on wa-
ter levels. 

At the take-out, par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to check-out the Sports 
Complex, a 90-acre 
multi-use facility with 
walking/hiking trails, 
picnic areas and other 
sports related facilities.

Participants must sup-
ply their own boat, pad-

dles, life jackets, water 
and lunch. Please wear 
water-shedding artificial 
fabric or wool (cotton or 
denim is not recommend-
ed); and provide a back-
up change of clothing. In 
order to participate, all 
participants will be re-
quired to sign a waiver.

For more information, 
contact the outing co-
ordinator Chris Adcock 
at (434) 228-0860 or by 
email at  lump_vt@ya-
hoo.com

NOTE: If for any rea-
son the event needs to 
be cancelled, visit www.
danriver.org or our Face-
book page by Friday, 
July 4 for additional in-
formation.
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