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EMS members.

Braden Health Revenue Cycle Director Larry Henson, right, gave a tour to volunteer fire and

Hospital leaders eye
reopening as county
finalizes EMS partnership

By Taylor Boyd

Braden Health officials say they
are working toward reopening Stu-
art Community Hospital by the end
of the year, before its certificate of
public need (COPN) expires. At the
same time, Patrick County has ap-
proved a contract to transition its
paid emergency medical staff to
Patrick County EMS, a move lead-
ers say will strengthen services
without diminishing support for
volunteer agencies.

The dual efforts represent two
of the most significant health care
developments for Patrick County in
decades: restoring its hospital and
reshaping its emergency response

system.

EMS transition finalized

Under the agreement approved
by county officials, Ambulance
Services of Lexington, Inc., doing
business as Patrick County EMS,
will take over management of the
county’s paid EMS staff, known as
Station 8, by the end of the calendar
year.

Current employees will be offered
positions with Patrick County EMS,
ensuring a seamless transition, ac-
cording to a county release issued
Monday. The company has also
pledged $2 million to enhance local

operations, including the purchase
(See Hospital p. 12)
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Town receives positive

result from 2024 audit

One Family Productions member Chris Prutting asked the Stuart Town Council for a
donation for the upcoming Front Porch Fest 16.

By Taylor Boyd

The Stuart Town Council learned
it received an unmodified opinion,
or positive result, from its 2024
audit at its Wednesday, Aug. 20,
meeting.

As part of the audit, both a qual-
ified and an unmodified opinion on
the financial statements were is-
sued.

For the unmodified opinion, Town
Manager Bryce Simmons said the
business-type activities, which in-
clude water, sewer and sanitation
funds, received the positive rating.

“The audit also identified several
material weaknesses in our inter-
nal controls. For audit adjustments,
the town has historically relied

(See Audit p. 2)

Sheriff’s Office K-9 Crash
is barking up the right tree

Senior Deputy and K-9 Handler Dustin Dillon with K-9 Crash.

By Taylor Boyd

After a search and criminal ap-
prehension in June, Patrick County
Sheriff’s Office K-9 Crash is excited
to get back into the field and con-
tinue being a respectable member
of the “pawlice.”

Crash, a Belgian Malinois, has
been with the department since
2020. He previously served in Taze-
well County as a narcotics dog.

Senior Deputy and Crash’s han-
dler, Dustin Dillon, said that with
the legalization of marijuana,
Tazewell County decided to ‘wash’
Crash.

“We were lucky enough to pick
him up. I think he had been up
there for a year, and I think he had
had two or three apprehensions out
there before we got him,” Dillon
said.

Dillon said Crash performs basic
patrols, tracking for human scent,
area searches, article searches, ap-
prehension and building searches
for the office.

Since joining the department,
Dillon estimates Crash has been in-
volved in about 50 cases, including
search warrants, tracking and ap-
prehensions.

“That don’t sound like a lot in
five years, but there’s some K-9s
that never really have one. Then

of course you can’t just send him
on anybody. There are standards
to when I can actually use him,” he
said.

Dillon said Crash is a big asset
to the community, and notes there
have been several cases he believes
would not have been successful
without the dog’s tracking ability or
his presence causing people to give
up and surrender.

“It’s a big safety issue for all of
us. It’s much easier if they give up
and come out when they hear the
dog. He’s been very helpful. If he’s
on scene, and he’s out of the car,
they’re usually much more compli-
ant. I don’t think they're worried
about hurting the dog, I think it’s
a ‘I don’t want that dog to bite me,”
Dillon said.

Throughout his tenure with the
department, Crash has never been
in danger or hurt.

“I'm careful about where I'll send
him. I mean if it looks like he can
break a leg or something like that,
I wouldn’t send him in on it. It’s all
situational based of course,” Dillon
said.

Crash is the first police dog Dillon
has had in his role as a K-9 handler.

“He’s a good one. I told him he’s
been so good, I don’t know if I want

(See K-9 Crash p. 3)

Could Community Canneries Make
a Comeback in Patrick County?

By Joanne Hill

At one time, Patrick
County was home to
five community can-
neries and one indus-
trial cannery. With
renewed interest in
growing and preserv-
ing food at home, could
community canneries
make a come-back?

Community gar-
dens—such as the one
sponsored by the Pat-
rick County Master
Gardeners and Provi-
dence United Method-

Tin cans once were used in local canneries to hold a host
of food.

ist Church, as well as
the garden at Home-
stead on Commerce
Street—are proof that
local interest in food
self-sufficiency is grow-
ing. A rise in farmers’
markets and small-
scale meat production

has given residents
more options for locally
grown and raised prod-
ucts.

Roots in War-Era
Necessity

During World War
I, food shortages arose
as farmers and labor-

ers were sent overseas
to fight. In re-sponse,
many states began es-
tablishing community
canneries to help fam-
ilies preserve food. The
movement expanded
during World War II
(See Canneries p. 6)

Fugitive apprehended after
crash into fire department

Kenneth Dane Gray

A Claudville man was charged
following a motor vehicle pursuit,
according to Patrick County Sher-
iff Dan Smith. Around 1:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, deputies were patrolling
in the area of Pedigo Ridge Road
looking for Kenneth Dane Gray, 55,
of 427 Pedigo Ridge Road.

Gray was a fugitive wanted on
a capias for failure to appear on
distribution of methamphetamine
charges from Patrick County Cir-
cuit Court.

Senior Deputy Andrew Kinney at-
tempted to stop Gray in a Chevrolet
pickup, however, Gray allegedly be-
gan to flee recklessly from the dep-
uty on Pedigo Ridge Road, Unity
Church Road and Homeplace Road,
according to a release.

Senior Deputy Dustin Dillon

successfully deployed spike strips
across Homeplace Road, deflating
Gray’s two front tires. Gray al-
legedly continued to flee onto Ara-
rat Highway, at which time Kinney
performed a Precision Immobili-
zation Technique (PIT) maneuver,
which removed Gray’s vehicle from
the roadway.

Gray allegedly continued to flee
off road and eventually was unable
to steer his vehicle and struck the
side of the Ararat Volunteer Fire
Department building, causing mi-
nor damage.

Gray was removed immediately
from the vehicle and arrested by
deputies.

More than two ounces of suspect-
ed methamphetamine and a loaded
handgun were found in the vehicle,
according to the sheriff. The sus-
pected methamphetamine will be
sent to the state forensic lab to be
analyzed. Numerous firearm and
narcotics felony charges are forth-
coming pending analysis, Smith
said in a Tuesday afternoon release.

Smith alleged Gray “is a career
criminal with multiple metham-
phetamine distribution convictions,
the hardworking citizens of Ararat
and Claudville have been victim-
ized by his criminal behavior for far
too long.”

Gray is being held without bond
in the Patrick County Jail.
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Audit

(cont. from page 1)

The Stuart Town Council heard a breakdown of its fiscal year 2024 audit at its Aug. 20

meeting.

upon the auditors to make material
adjustments to the financial state-
ments, which indicates a weakness
in our internal control,” Simmons
said.

He noted this is something he has
been working on over the past year.

“If you remember, when we first
went to our financial management
system, a lot of the information
could not import from our old sys-
tem to our new system. We had six
months basically of information
that was in the system, but didn’t
click exactly right. They had to
make a lot of journal entries. That
has been done for the audit itself,”
he said.

Simmons said the audit also not-
ed a lack of proper segregation of
duties, as a single employee has
been responsible for most account-
ing functions for the town.

“That is also something that we
have been working to separate”
where the treasurer “does payroll,
deposits, things of that nature. I
have been doing invoices and then
separating the checks. So that’s
the separation of those duties that
they’ve been talking about, where
now all bills are reviewed by coun-
cil and approved. That’s something
that didn’t necessarily happen in
the past, but now you're seeing the
full-fledged approving everything
that we write a check for,” he said.

The bank reconciliations also had
not been completed accurately in
a long time. Simmons said this is
something he has been doing, and
the town now has at least a full year
of bank reconciliations accurate.

“So what 1s in our system now
matches what is on our bank state-
ments. That was something import-
ant for me to get resolved,” Sim-
mons said.

The audit also noted some in-
stances of noncompliance, with the
town’s expenditures exceeding ap-
propriations.

“The general fund expenditures
were over budget. This is because
we had grants that were basically
expensed out of the general fund,
but we did have a good mechanism
to account for those within our bud-
get,” he said.

Two of the town’s bank accounts
also were not properly reported to
the Virginia Department of Trea-
sury as required by the Security for
Public Deposits Act. Simmons said
he i1s now working to address the
issue.

For the FY24 audit, Simmons said
the town’s net position increased by
$652,429.

“The town’s total revenues for
government activities was $1.13
million and our general fund saw
total revenues of $1.113 million,
which was $997,000 over the final
budget. This was largely driven by
the higher-than-budgeted revenues
from other local taxes, particular-
ly our meals tax, which brought in
$436,000,” he said.

The total expenditures for govern-
ment activities was $1.13 million,

|

Chris Prutting gave a presentation at the
council meeting.

with general government adminis-
tration being the largest expense at
$567,000.

“The general fund’s total expen-
ditures were $1,439,000, which ex-
ceeded the final budget by $593,000.
A major factor in this was $577,000
in capital projects, primarily for the
purchase of the Star Theatre and
the fire department equipment,
which was ARPA (American Res-
cue Plan Act)-funded expenses,”
Simmons said.

He said Stuart’s combined
cash and cash equivalents was
$2,899,106 at the end of FY24,
with an additional $230,792 in re-
stricted cash. The town also holds
$1,152,528 in the Virginia Invest-
ment Pool.

“The long-term liabilities to-
tal $5,695,000, which includes
$1,404,000 loan for government ac-
tivities and a total of $3,457,000 in
revenue bonds for business-type ac-
tivities. Our USDA (United States
Department of Agriculture) bonds
require a debt reserve equal to one
year’s payment, and these bonds
are secured by our water and our
sewer revenues,” Simmons said.

Simmons said a qualified opinion
was given for the town’s govern-
mental activities and the general
fund because of the Stuart Volun-
teer Fire Department.

“This is something that happened
last year. While not an illegally sep-
arate entity, the fire department
maintains its own checking account
and related financial activities out-
side of the town’s official financial
statements. This is a matter they
suggest we need to address,” he
said.

The auditors recommended either
bringing the fire department’s fi-
nancial records into the town office
or creating a separate legal entity
for it.

In other matters, the council:

*Approved project financing but
will still look into a plan of finance
regarding the Municipality Adviso-
ry Services agreement.

*Approved a $1,000 donation and
a $2,000 in-kind donation to Front
Porch Fest 16.

*Heard the town manager’s com-
munication.

*Discussed meals tax collection.

*Approved the meeting minutes.

* Paid the bills.

P&HCC’s Police Chief Gary Dove monitors campus cameras from the campus police

department.

——Two grants for—

surveillance cameras
awarded to P&HCC

Patrick & Henry Community
College (P&HCC) has received two
grants to support surveillance cam-
era upgrades on campus.

P&HCC received $47,149 for sur-
veillance camera upgrades from
Virginia Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Services (VDCJS) and
$10,000 from the Virginia Help
Eliminate Auto Theft (HEAT) Fund
to purchase surveillance cameras
for monitoring ingress/egress at one
of P&HCC’s remote sites as well as
surveillance of several of the cam-
pus’s parking lots and roadways.
The camera to be installed at the
remote site is equipped with license
plate identification capabilities.

“Not only will this enhance the
security and safety of P&HCC’s
campus, but it will also boost the
security of the service region and
allow the campus to assist law en-
forcement in the city of Martinsville
and Henry County, Virginia. We
look forward to implementing these
technology resources to increase the
overall security of our campuses,”
said Eric Arrington, P&HCC’s Di-
rector of Technology.

P&HCC expects several imme-

diate benefits to campus security
thanks to the VCDJS and HEAT
grants, including improved sur-
veillance capabilities for campus
police, decreased time spent search-
ing through video archives and
performing real-time tracking of a
subject; use of vehicle, people, and
license plate data to assist neigh-
boring, state, and federal police
forces; and real-time alerting (face,
vehicle, license plates) to ensure
that P&HCC employees, students,
and visitors are safe from known
criminals or persons of interest.

P&HCC has a robust surveillance
system in place, including a cloud-
based camera management and
storage solution, which, partnered
with upgraded surveillance equip-
ment, ensures a more high func-
tioning surveillance system across
campus that will enhance security.
Additionally, P&HCC has a recog-
nized and accredited police force,
with 5 law enforcement officers and
3 security officers. Patrick & Henry
Community College Police Depart-
ment’s mission is to provide a safe
and secure campus for the commu-
nity.

Apple Dumpling
Festival 5K set for
Oct. 18 in Stuart

Lace up your sneakers and hit
the trail on Saturday, October 18,
for the annual Apple Dumpling
Festival 5K in Downtown Stuart.
Presented by the Patrick County
Chamber of Commerce in partner-
ship with the Dan River Basin As-
sociation, this annual fundraiser
offers one of the most scenic — and
flattest — 5K courses in Patrick
County, following the beautiful
Mayo River Rail Trail.

The race kicks off ahead of the
Town’s 24th Annual Apple Dump-

ling Festival, held from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Pre-registered participants
are guaranteed an event T-shirt,
and all runners will enjoy a marked
course, finisher medal, chances for
awards, and a fun, supportive at-
mosphere.

Proceeds from the race support
the Dan River Basin Association’s
trail development projects in Pat-
rick County.

To register or learn more, visit
www.patrickchamber.com or call
276-694-6012.
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Pets of the Week

This Border Collie mix male |
pup is active, adorable and
searching for a new home.
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1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

This shaggy Border Collie-
Aussie mix male pup is
playful and friendly.
All these dogs deserve

a permanent
home. Call the Patrick
County Public Animal
Shelter at (276) 694-
6259, visit the shelter or
their Facebook page, to
find information about
these and other avail-
able pets in need of a
forever home. Adoption
fees are $10 which in-
cludes spay/neuter, vac-
cine package, flea treat-
ment and wormer.

1 A cute tan young lady
with perfect manners
would make an awesome
companion for any family.
Check out videos and
more pictures of these
dogs and cats on the
Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League Facebook
page. It also provides
pet food assistance and
is always in need of pet
food donations, espe-
cially cat food. Contact
blueridgeawl@gmail.
com for details. Visit the
Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League website at
www.blueridgeawl.org.
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Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriffs
Office reported the following:

*Ronald Derrell Hairston, 28, of
Stuart, was charged July 31 with
drive without license. Lit. D.L. Foley
was the arresting officer.

*Israel David Branch, 47, of Mead-
ows of Dan, was charged Aug. 4 with
drive motor vehicle while license re-
voked/suspended. Sgt. J.C. Fortner
was the arresting officer.

*Travis Carl Ray Goad, 39, of Ga-
lax, was charged Aug. 6 with fail to
appear. Galax PD made the arrest
for Patrick County.

*Cody Harold Mullins, 32, of En-
nice, N.C., was charged Aug. 6 with
fail to appear. Sgt. Deputy D. Dillon
was the arresting officer.

*Gena Faye Snow, 40, of Dobson
NC, was charged Aug. 6 with fail to
appear. Sgt. .LR. Wood was the ar-
resting officer.

*Berkley Williams Tate, 45, of Ar-
arat, was charged Aug. 7 with fail to
appear. Master Deputy M.T. Rorrer
was the arresting officer.

*Ethan Lewis Dehart, 25, of
Meadows of Dan, was charged Aug.
7 with one count each drive motor
vehicle while license revoked/sus-
pended and purchase/transport gun
while under an active protective or-
der. Deputy C.L. Adkins was the ar-
resting officer.

*Brett Lane Williams, 56, of Stu-

art, was charged Aug. 7 with as-
sault. Senior Deputy J.S. Kendrick
was the arresting officer.

*Joseph Michael Murphy, 39, of
Stuart, was charged Aug. 8 with
four counts probation violation and
one count possess Sch. I or IT drugs.
Senior Deputy M.R. Hodges was the
arresting officer.

*Terroll Scott Ragsdale, 46, of
Patrick Springs, was charged Aug.
10 with assault. Senior Deputy M.R.
Hodges was the arresting officer.

*Landry Delaine Morrison, 36, of
Stuart, was charged Aug. 11 with
two counts failure to appear on fel-
ony offense, and one count each fail
to appear, contempt of court, and vi-
olate conditions of release. Sgt. L.K.
Carroll Jr., made the arrest for Hen-
ry County.

*Jesse Augustus Smith, 29, of
Ararat, was charged Aug. 13 with
petty larceny. Senior Deputy M.R.
Hodges was the arresting officer.

*Shannon Gray Pack, 33, of Claud-
ville, was charged Aug. 15 with one
count each assault, strangle, and
abduction. Deputy C.L. Adkins and
Inv. Tennille E. Jessup were the ar-
resting officers.

*Thatcher Linwood Robertson, 29,
of Ararat, was charged Aug. 15 with
probation violation. Senior Deputy
J.S. Kendrick was the arresting of-
ficer.

Turner sentenced to 20 years
active time in 2023 incidents

Roger Dale Turner was sen-
tenced recently in connection with
charges of aggravated malicious
wounding, strangulation, and child
endangerment stemming from Au-
gust 2023 incidents, according to a
release from Patrick County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Dayna Bob-
bitt.

Turner pleaded guilty on March
12, to one count of aggravated
malicious wounding, two counts
of strangulation, and one count of
child endangerment in connection
with the incident.

At a sentencing hearing on Au-
gust 4, Circuit Court Judge Mar-
cus A. Brinks sentenced Turner to
55 years in the state penitentiary,
with 35 years suspended on the
condition of 30 years of supervised
probation and good behavior.

Turner’s active sentence is 20
years in a Virginia Department of
Corrections facility, and he was or-
dered to pay $5,026 in restitution
for medical expenses. Turner also
was ordered to have no contact
with the victim.

In August 2023, law enforcement
responded to a serious domestic
violence incident in the Patrick
Springs area of Patrick County.
Authorities determined that Turn-
er subjected his long-term partner
to prolonged and extreme physical
abuse over the course of several

days, including strangulation, re-
peated beatings, and burns inflict-
ed with boiling water, heated tools,
and a blow torch. A minor child
was present throughout the abuse
and, at one point, was encouraged
by the defendant to participate.

Patrick County Sheriff’s Investi-
gator Tennille Jessup was the lead
investigator. Bobbitt prosecuted
the case.

“I extend my heartfelt thanks to
Patrick County Sheriff’'s Office for
their work on this case,” Bobbitt
said. “This outcome would not have
been possible without the diligent
investigation led by Investigator
Tennille Jessup and, most impor-
tantly, the courage of the victim
who came forward.

“When I assumed office, I vowed
to the citizens of Patrick County
that T would do everything in my
power to protect the most vulner-
able and to incarcerate violent of-
fenders. I stand by that promise
wholeheartedly and remain com-
mitted to it,” Bobbitt added. “I am
grateful for our dedicated team
that responds to reports of domes-
tic violence and child abuse, ensur-
ing thorough investigations that
lead to more convictions. My hope
is this result brings some form of
closure to the victims and helps
them to begin their journey of heal-
ing.”

Why is Breakfast So Important?

Why am I choosing to focus on
breakfast? As easy as eating break-
fast can be, it can be just as easy to
forget or, more often, neglect break-
fast. You might be running late to
work, you want to lose weight, cook-
ing breakfast takes too long, you
want to sleep in, you're not hungry
because you had a late dinner, and
the list goes on.

So, why is breakfast so important
and how can eating breakfast add
years to your life?

The numbers don’t lie. Eat
breakfast to not die.

In the original data that was col-
lected from the Alameda County
study, the men that ate breakfast
and didn’t eat between meals had
50% less risk of death than men that
skipped breakfast and snacked. (1)
Moreover, in a more recent anal-
ysis of the Alameda County study
showed that of the individuals ages
60-94, those who did not eat break-
fast had a 50% increase in the risk
of death compared to those that ate
breakfast regularly. (2)

It’s almost too simple, but eating
breakfast is powerfully correlated
with a longer and more enjoyable
life. When I was in high school, a
glass of orange juice was all I felt
I needed for breakfast. But, when
I was exposed to the enormous

Thank you for reading The Enterprise

benefits of breakfast, it became a
no-brainer for me to prioritize my
first meal of the day.

The myth behind breakfast
and weight loss

Unfortunately, it’s common prac-
tice to skip breakfast in an effort to
lose weight. The logic behind this
is that if you skip breakfast, you
won’t be eating as many calories
as you would have if you had eat-
en breakfast. To be blunt, this is a
myth. What researchers found is
that those that eat more for break-
fast and lunch will lose weight faster
than those who eat a large dinner.

In American culture, the last meal
is traditionally the biggest but we
would do well to decrease or even
eliminate our last meal of the day
and get the majority of our calories
earlier in the day. The patients that
did this not only saw more weight
loss but also showed reduced risk for
diabetes and thyroid problems. (3)

Breakfast and reduced heart
attack risk

When do most heart attacks hap-
pen? Between seven in the morning
and noon. Why is this, and what
does breakfast have to do with it?
Platelets, the part of our blood that
is responsible for clotting, are “stick-
ier” in the morning after you wake
up. This increases the tendency of

K-9 Crash

(cont. from page 1)

K-9 Crash demonstrates his moves on Animal Control
Officer Christian Gilbert.

another one. I got
spoilt. The first three
weeks of school he
knew what to do—I
didn’t know  what
to do—but once we
clicked it’s been pretty
smooth sailing,” Dillon
said.

Since Dillon has
had the police pooch,
Crash’s typical days
are all or mnothing
when it comes to ac-
tion.

“We'll go weeks with-
out a call, and then I
think” one month, “we
had four calls that
week. It’s feast or fam-
ine around here,” Dil-
lon said.

He typically gets
Crash ready to go in
the car around 7 a.m.
before arriving at the
office.

“I try to get him
three or four breaks
a day, do something
with him to stimulate
his mind, cause he’s
pretty wired. Most
times, we’ll do some-
thing here out in the
yard to make him
think, and go home,
walk him, feed him,
and we do it again to-
morrow,” he said.

For training, Dillon
said some fellow offi-
cers will run and hide
for Crash to find.

“If T get anybody else
to hide, they’d usual-
ly run up here to the
side of the road and sit
down.”

Animal Control Of-
ficer Christian Gilbert
“will be gone for an
hour-and-a-half and
climb a tree and then
make me come find

him,” he said.

“It’s like adult hide-
and-go-seek with con-
sequences,” Gilbert
added.

While Crash is typ-
ically excitable and
playful, Dillon said
once he puts the vest
on him, he’s a changed
pup.

“It’s like a light
switch. He’s ready to
go to work. He’s got
his head up looking
around to see what’s
going on,” Dillon said.

While they have had
multiple tracks, Dil-
lon said the incident
in June was the first
track that ended in
both an area search
and an apprehension
for Crash.

“I was pretty proud
of that to see him get
excited, and cut him
loose, and go to work.
Because we didn’t
have a clue that guy
was there, but the dog
knew where he was,
you could tell. With
these dogs, you look
for any type of change
in behavior or alert-
ness. We tracked for
25-30 minutes, and
he was just goofing off
you could tell. Then we
got back to where he
was picking up scent,
his ears perked wup,
head started working,
tail started wagging.
You could tell we were
getting close. He was
getting excited,” Dil-
lon said.

While Crash is a
good tracker, like most
police dogs, his favor-
ite type of case to work
is apprehension.

“Because it’s fun
for them—it’s a game
so to speak. Our area
searches usually with
some type of appre-
hension at the end of
it. I'd say that’s where
he really shines. 1
guess it’d kind of be
like an adrenaline
build for a human.
It’s pretty much the
most exciting part of
what he does. It’s not
a job to them, it’s more
of a game with a re-
ward at the end, so to
speak. Like we were
at a track and I say
good boy and take him
back to the car. He
gets bored with that.
I think it’s the action
part of it,” he said.

With tracking, Dil-
lon estimates Crash
has an above 50 per-
cent success rate.

“A lot of tracks
we've been on, usual-
ly they’re never easy.
Usually, we're an hour
or two behind or later,
and it’s weather-based
and (that) makes it dif-
ficult to start the track
and keep it. Then you
have the terrain and
how many other peo-
ple have been walking
around disturbing the
scent. So, it’s not a bad
number I don’t think,”
he said, adding Crash
1s more effective with
tracks that have a
good setup.

Crash turned 8 on
July 7. Dillon said
most police dogs retire
around 9 years old, de-
pending on health and
other factors.

“But he’s still full
of 1t, full of himself,
and drive. Healthwise,
he seems perfectly
healthy, so we’ll use
him I know through
this year, and I guess
we’ll reevaluate and
see where he’s at. If
he’s still wanting to
work, I don’t see why
we’d wash him early,
good of a dog as he is,”
Dillon said.

After retirement,
Dillon plans for Crash
to stay with him. He
added it’s typical in
most law enforcement
agencies for the han-
dler to keep the police
dog, if possible.

blood clots in the morning that can
lead to heart attack. Eating break-
fast can help to reduce the “sticki-
ness” of platelets and thus reduce
the risk of morning heart attacks. (4)
Additional benefits of break-
fast
In 1995, the Department of Pedi-
atrics at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis conducted a meta-anal-
ysis study to review the scientific
studies on breakfast. In a nutshell,
what they found was that breakfast
1s associated with the following ben-
efits in children and adults (5):
*More efficient problem solving
*Improved memory

*Increased verbal fluency

*Improved attention span

*Better attitudes

*Better scholastic scores

All this evidence leads to the con-
clusive argument that a healthy
breakfast can not only add years
to your life but also add life to your
years.

(For references mentioned, i.e. 1-5,
please check online to see the original
article at Life and Health — Submit-
ted by Betty Dean. Written by West-
ney White. Used by permission from
wwuw.lifeandhealth.org. Courtesy of
LifeSpring — Resources for Hope and
Healing Stuart, VA)
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A) Labor Day and B)
Ukrainian Situation

Throughout our
country’s history, the
American worker has
constantly made im-
portant contributions.

American industry,
powered by the great
contributions of the
workforce, helped our
progression to be a
global economic pow-
erhouse. This dynamic
duo of industry and the
world’s best workforce
developed our work-
force’s skillsets and
resources and ushered
in national prosperity
and wealth.

Without the worker,
we could not build our
cities and towns, sup-
ply Americans with
goods and services nor
support our communi-
ties.

The American work-
er also served as a cat-
alyst in our war effort
in World War II. Rosie
the Riveter captures
the spirit of the Amer-
ican workforce during
that era.

Thanks to their ef-
forts, America stands
as the model nation in
the world. Our commu-
nities run on the sweat
of our workers.

Labor Day is about
the worker, and I am
proud to live in a pow-
erful country strength-
ened by the heart and
soul of the American
workforce.

As President Ronald
Reagan put it: “I would
match the American
worker against any in
the world.”

Some of our labor and
innovative  triumphs
are memorialized in
the U.S. Capitol.

Historical figures
known for their inven-
tions, such as Benja-
min Franklin and Rob-
ert Morse, are honored.

In other Capitol
works, the Wright
Brothers are recog-

nized for their role in
the birth of aviation.

Aviation has led to
great economic growth
in the American econ-
omy. According to
Airlines for America,
commercial aviation
accounts for 5% of U.S.
GDP.

August 19th marked
National Aviation Day!

Dl
AP
:
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Morgan
Griffith

Representative

But  without the
American workforce,
there would not be a
National Aviation Day.

As our workforce
continues to make
tremendous strides, I
wish you a happy and

relaxing Labor Day
weekend.

Russia and
Ukraine

The prospects of end-

ing the Russia-Ukraine
War have improved by
President Trump’s re-
cent efforts.

President Trump
held a summit in Alas-
ka with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to
discuss a pathway to

peace.
After that summit,
Trump felt enough
progress was made

that he could move
another step forward.
He held a meeting
just days later at the
White House with Eu-
ropean leaders, includ-
ing Macron of France,
Starmer of the United
Kingdom, Merz of Ger-
many and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

Through these talks,
further 1ideas about
peace negotiations
were advanced.

As of this writing,
Trump is working to
set up a bilateral sum-
mit between Putin and
Zelenskyy. Should that
meeting go well, then
a final trilateral meet-
ing involving the Unit-
ed States would be in
play.

A major tenet of the
peace discussions con-
cerns security guaran-
tees for Ukraine.

However, Ukraine
1s no stranger to deals
that involve security
guarantees.

In a 1994 agreement
known as the Buda-
pest Memorandum on
Security Assurances,
Ukraine forfeited its

communi
columns.
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nuclear weapons in
exchange for indepen-
dence and freedom
from threats or uses of
force against their sov-
ereignty.

At the time,
Ukraine’s nuclear
weapons stockpile was
the third largest in the
world!

Bill Clinton signed
the memoranda on
behalf of the United
States. The United
Kingdom, Ukraine
and Russia all signed
it. China and France
signed similar agree-
ments.

Russia violated the
Budapest Memoran-
dum when it annexed
Crimea in 2014. Pres-
ident Barack Obama
did little to punish Pu-
tin for this move.

Then in 2022, after
President Joe Biden
failed to show strength
in Afghanistan, Russia
launched a full-scale
invasion into Ukraine,
where fighting re-
mains more than three
years later.

Given this history,
Ukraine will appropri-
ately be very cautious
with how it proceeds
in peace discussions
where security assur-
ances are given.

Will they trust the

United States? The
United Kingdom?
France?

What will these se-
curity guarantees look
like? Will they be sim-
ilar in scope to those
agreed upon in the
1994 Budapest Mem-
orandum? Or will be
they stronger?

If the United States
makes promises, will
we live up to the prom-
ises outlined in this
new agreement?

Should we commit to
an armed conflict with
a nuclear Russia? I do
not think we should.

Further, I would
hope we would not
give a “blank check”
to Ukraine. “Blank
checks” are how Eu-
rope went from the
assassination of Arch-
duke Ferdinand direct-
ly into World War 1.

As the above histo-
ry shows, weakness
and ambiguous “blank
checks” invite further
and potentially larger
conflicts.

Therefore, any agree-
ment should be clear
and unambiguous.

I believe American
strength and decisive-
ness result in peace
and a more stable
world.

President
deserves credit for
projecting  American
strength in the pursuit
of peace.

» Us

Trump

Letters to the Editor

Our education system —a need for change

(Fox News, US Dept of Educa-
tion, National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, Department of Edu-
cation (DOE), National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP).

The Department of Education
was formed in 1979. Despite the
outrage from liberals that the
American education system will
collapse without the DOE there
has been a sharp decline since
1979 in student performance.

Adjusted for inflation the DOE
budget skyrocketed from $56.9
billion in 1980 to $268.4 billion in
2024, an increase of 470%. In that
same period, overall federal spend-
ing increased 193 %, reflecting the
disproportionate growth of the
agency.

In spite of the massive increase in
funding, student outcomes did not
improve. In fact, they got worse.
According to a NAEP 2024 report,
69% of 4th grade students and 70%
of 8th grade students scored at or
below “Basic” in reading. In math
25% of students failed to reach the
NAEP Basic level. Since 1992, the
first year for which NAEP results
were available, 4th grade reading
scores have remained unchanged
and math scores are on the decline.
Grade 4 average reading scores
from 2017 to 2022 for every state
in the country decreased, except
Mississippi and South Carolina,
that had a small increase and Ari-
zona and Louisiana, which stayed
the same. Why should taxpayers
be expected to continue shelling
out billions of dollars for such
lousy progress.

When Trump took over DOE had
more than 4,000 employees. The

public relations staff alone had
grown to more than 80 people with
a cost to taxpayers of $10 million
dollars per year. More than 1,000
DOE employees were paid more
than $160,000 per year and 80 em-
ployees made more than $200,000
per year, which is four times the
average of a K-12 teacher despite
the falling of student scores.

Soon after Trump took office
DOGE identified and eliminated
29 DEI programs costing $101 mil-
lion and $350 million in contracts
that were additional indoctrina-
tion material that were not in the
best interest of students and tax-
payers. By dismantling the DOE
and restoring power to the states,
Trump put an end to the one sized
fits all model that has stifled cre-
ativity and suppressed excellence
in American classrooms.

In its place, a decentralized, flex-
ible and dynamic system now can
emerge that welcomes innovation
such as charter schools, private
and faith-based schools, homes-
chooling, hybrid models and voca-
tional models, which of course the
liberal teachers’ unions are not in
favor of. Parents are now encour-
aged to find what works best for
their children. This approach rec-
ognizes that every child is differ-
ent and education should reflect
that.

This is not just a policy shift, but
a change of mindset and mission
that puts students and families
first, where they have always be-
longed.

Pray for our country.

William Salser,

Stuart.

Make America Safe

Dr. Glenn Mollette

I would love to go back to Wash-
ington, D.C. and feel like my wife
and I could safely stroll the city at
9:00 or 10:00 at night. Actually,
I would like to feel like we could
safely walk the city at 10:00 in the
morning. I am grateful that Presi-
dent Trump is taking a pro-active
approach to making D.C. as safe as
possible.

In 2024 there were over 14 mil-
lion criminal offenses reported in
the United States. (US Crime sta-
tistics, Bing.com)

How many cities, towns or even
rural areas do you feel safe in to-
day? My son and I were in NYC
a few years back. We toured the
Empire State building and it was
almost 1:00 in the morning by the
time we left the building and start-
ed looking for New York pizza. We
walked back to Times Square and
of course there were still people out
but not that many. There wasn’t
a minute that I wasn’t constantly
looking around and wondering if we
were safe. We had a good evening
but it’s aggravating to have to be
concerned.

What town or community in
America can we go and not have to
be concerned? Even in the smallest
villages in America, who knows if
there is a mentally deranged per-
son out and about looking for some-
thing bad to do or someone to hurt?

Drunks and drug heads drive our
roads. The mentally sick choose un-
predictable times to unleash their
problems on unsuspecting victims.

From just recent events, we know
that you might be shopping at a
Target store, sitting in a classroom,
worshiping in your church or just
walking down the street for some-
thing bad to happen to you or any of
us. No one is immune in any place
in America.

It hasn’t always been this way. I
remember that I was a child when
my parents started locking the
doors of our house. There was a
time we didn’t even lock the doors.
That was another era. Wouldn’t you
love to once again live in a country
or an area where you felt so safe
that you didn’t bother with locking
your doors? Wouldn’t it be great if
you didn’t have to lock them during
the day? What if you didn’t have to
keep a loaded gun close by or even
lock your car?

Wouldn’t that be a wonderful
world?

Criminals stole 2969 cars in D.C.
in 2024 and 2944 cars so far in
2025. This is bad for everyone, the
victims, the insurance companies
and the city.

God bless President Trump for
trying to make America and D.C.
safe again. I pray that God enables
him to make every town in America
a place where we feel safe.

FAA funds runway, hangar
projects across Southwest Virginia

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has awarded more than $15 mil-
lion in grants to airports across Vir-
ginia’s Ninth District, including $4.3
million to the Blue Ridge Airport Au-
thority for a runway extension.

“Structural and capacity improve-
ments to airports in our region are
worthwhile investments,” Rep. Mor-
gan Griffith, R-Salem, said in a re-
lease. “The development of airports
and air travel to our region help
attract future investment, create
significant potential for economic
growth and contribute to the back-
bone for local businesses.”

Other awards include:

$1,000,000 to Smyth Wythe Air-
port Commission for hangar con-
struction

$281,865 to Smyth Wythe Airport
Commission for runway rehabilita-
tion

$381,100 to Tazewell County Air-
port Authority for hangar construc-
tion

$5,225,960 to Virginia Highlands
Airport Commission for runway re-
habilitation

$850,000 to Twin County Airport
Commission for a runway extension

$2,401,600 to Twin County Airport
Commission for a taxiway extension

$538,200 to Twin County Airport
Commission for hangar construction

The grant funds were made avail-
able through the Fiscal Year 2025
Airport Improvement Program.

“I am excited about the $15,014,525
worth of grants to our region’s air-
ports,” Griffith said. “I will continue
supporting policies and submitting
community funding project requests
that attract financial capital and fos-
ter economic development in Ninth
District communities.”
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Burrell Francis Sisco
King”

By Beverly Belcher Woody

Few men leave behind a legacy
that can still be touched, admired,
and cherished nearly a century lat-
er—but Burrell Francis Sisco did.

Burrell Francis Sisco was born
on November 29, 1881, in Marion,
Kentucky, the son of Lemuel New-
ton Sisco (1855-1940) and Drucella
Francis Enoch (1860-1940). He was
one of twelve children and grew up
in a hardworking farming family.
His life, however, would take him
far beyond the fields of his Kentucky
home.

Seeking adventure and opportuni-
ty, Sisco enlisted in the Army and
served as an artillery gunner during
the Spanish-American War. Sta-
tioned on the island of Jolo in the
Philippines, he witnessed the dan-
gers of battle firsthand. Pat Ross
and Fran Snead of the Bassett His-
torical Center had more information
on Mr. Sisco, including a letter that
he had written to his father during
his time in the Spanish-American
War. https://www.bassetthistorical-
center.com/get-history2.php?Get-
ID=105

“Kind Father,

I will write to you today to let you
know that I am well and alright;
hope this to find you all well. I was
very much surprised when our Cap-
tain handed me your letter you had
written to him. I have been writing
to you regular, guess my letters
have been mislayed somewhere.

Well, I have never told you about
the fights, but as you have read
about them in the papers, I will
relate them to you. We have had
four fights since I came over here.
The first fight we had was March
2. We were out marching when we
came to a very narrow place in the
road and before we knew anything,
the bullets were flying every way.
We were ambushed and surround-
ed; all we could do was to lay flat
down and form a skirmish line. We
kept up a heavy fire for about three
hours and drove them back until we
could retreat, but they would fire at
us from up in the trees and behind
rocks. We suffered awfully for want
of water, for it was very hot. There
was but one man killed, one wound-
ed, and several horses injured. So,
we retreated to Jolo. After that,
every night the Moros would come
and shoot into town, keeping up a
continual disturbance. They killed
the governor’s secretary and several
Filipinos. Something had to be done.

“Walnut

ved

shop opea vhen they saw (be blaxe,
¢lose to the floor,

B. F. Sisco {5 trylng to find out the names of two saflors who discovered a fire in his cablaet
at the city Umits west of town Friday aight and bad It almost cat by the time

Acconding fo M-, Sisos, the fire apparvatly started near three motors 1a the shop but it Is
not known what caused the fire, The sallors wore evideatly nearby and forced the door of the

It had been ralnlsg and Mr, Sisco sild the smilors used mud to smther the fire wiich was

He Is showa alove In the ared where the fire started, The only damage be reports was fo
the insulation of the wire to the mators and to oos switeh box, thanks to the action of the youmng

Now he woald like o kmow who they are 50 be could in some way repay them,

Anyway, Gen. Leonard A. Wood,
who i1s in command of the island,
came down with over one thousand
soldiers and laid waste to the island.

The morning we left Jolo, there
was a string of soldiers over a mile
long—the Filipino scouts in front,
then the infantry, followed by the
battery, and finally the cavalry
bringing up the rear guard with the
pack trains and ammunition. That
is the position we were marching.

We were about five miles from
Jolo when all of a sudden we were
again ambushed. Bullets sizzed over
our heads like rain, but the battery
was thrown into action and all the
carbines pumping steel bullets. We
drove them down a big slope and
they melted like snow in summer.
Nothing could be seen of them ex-
cept where they hid behind trees,
but our rifles would shoot through
a thirty-six-inch tree and kill a man
on the other side. The third fight we
found them in rifle pits with a strong
wall around them. We battered
down their wall with cannons, then
the sharpshooters poured in their
“leaden hail.” The infantry went in
after them, fighting hand to hand—
our soldiers with bayonets, the Mo-
ros with spears and knives. There
were sixteen killed and wounded,
and one of my comrades was se-
verely injured. It was terrible. We
never took time to count the Moros
that were killed; they lay in great
piles. Then we burned every house
and shot their animals, stole, killed,
and ate their chickens and goats. It
was a sight to see the destruction of
property going up in flames. Every-
where you looked you could see the
smoke of destruction.

As soon as the dead were buried
and the wounded cared for, we set
out again (we have good, gentle
mules and we carry the wounded on
a cot strapped to the mule’s back)
after the fleeing Moros. We overtook
them the next day, well-fortified be-
hind another stone wall. After an-
other severe fight, in which we had
thirteen killed and wounded, the
Moros were all killed. They fought
until they were shot full of holes.
That ended the fighting on the 1is-
land of Jolo.

Well, I must tell you one more
thing, then I will close. I have a
special duty job now, working in
the post exchange, get $10.80 extra
per month. So, you see, I won’t have
to drill or be on duty anymore, and
I have better eating, now take my
meals at the restaurant. I am very
busy all the time; don’t have time to
write except on Sundays. I am very
proud of my position, almost forget
I am a soldier. Everything in the
Army is carried on like clockwork.

You spoke about how long I would
have to stay over here, about fifteen
months from the date of this letter.
I will say to you that if anything
happens to me, I should get killed
or anything, you will be notified at
once. But you need not bother about
me now, for I will not go out in the
field anymore. Everything is quiet
over here now.

With compliments to Mamma and
the babies, I close.

Burrell Sisco”

The following information was
also provided from the History Cor-
ner by Pat Ross and Fran Snead of
the Bassett Historical Center. “Mr.
Sisco was honorably discharged
from the Army on August 31, 1907.
From 1908 to 1910, he attended
Bowling Green University in Ken-
tucky, graduating with a Bachelor
of Commercial Science. He worked
for the Anderson Lumber Company
in Gideon, Missouri, and later for
the U.S. Spruce Lumber Company
in Marion, Virginia. At the onset of
World War I, Sisco was elected cap-
tain of his hometown militia. Once
again serving his country, he rose to
the rank of first lieutenant and was
stationed at Camp Humphreys.”

On February 13, 1926, Sisco mar-
ried Lula “Hester” Tatum, daughter
of Charles Davis Tatum and Nora
Edna Koger of the Stella communi-
ty. The couple made their home in
Stuart, where their only child, Mar-
garet Tatum Sisco, was born on Jan-
uary 12, 1929.

The family resided on Buena Vis-
ta Avenue, where their neighbors
included Polo and Edith Anglin, Joe
Francis, county game warden, and
Jesse Flippin, car dealer. In census
records of the 1930s and 1940s, Sis-

Martlnsvnle Bulletin, 1939

co listed his occupation as lumber-
man with the Ely Thomas Lumber
Company. His knowledge of the tim-
ber trade and his keen eye for quali-
ty wood laid the groundwork for his
next chapter.

According to Mr. Sisco’s obituary,
in 1940, he opened his cabinet shop
which was located below the road
near the Stuart town limits and the
0Old Dominion Restaurant. Kenneth
Hopkins would own the shop in
much later years. Mr. Sisco soon be-
came known up and down the east
coast as the “Walnut King.”

Beyond his business, Sisco served
his community as a member of the
Stuart Town Council for fourteen
years. He was also a devoted Mason
for fifty years, reflecting his com-
mitment to service in both public
and private life. On June 13, 1972,
Burrell Francis Sisco passed away
at the age of ninety, leaving behind
a legacy of craftsmanship and civic
service.

Hester Tatum Sisco was equal-
ly devoted to her community. She
served in leadership roles with the
Women’s Missionary Society of Stu-
art Baptist Church, taught school in
Patrick County, and was a charter
member of the Colonel Abram Penn
Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution. She passed
away on October 3, 1976, and was
laid to rest beside her husband in
Stuart Cemetery.

Together, Burrell and Hester
Sisco left a legacy of faith, service,
and craftsmanship that continues
to be remembered in Patrick Coun-
ty. Their daughter, Margaret Sisco
Bowen passed away in June of this
year at the age of 96.

Thank you to Pat Ross and Fran
Snead at the Bassett Historical
Center for their research on Burrell
F. Sisco. For questions, comments,
or ideas for stories, you may reach
Woody at rockcastlecreekl@gmail.
com or 276-692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Security Ad-
visor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit arm
of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty - How Do I Apply for Social Se-
curity and Receive my Payments?

Dear Rusty: I'm ready to apply for my Social
Security benefits, and I'm aware of how my ben-
efits are calculated. What I would like to know
about is how the application process actually
works and how my benefits are received. Signed:
Ready to Collect

Dear Ready to Collect: Essentially, you have
two main options for applying for Social Security
benefits, and also two separate options for receiv-
ing your payments:

To apply for benefits, you can either contact
Social Security at 1.800.772.1213 to make a tele-
phone appointment to complete your application
while speaking to an SSA representative on the
phone, or you can submit your application for SS
benefits online.

When using the telephone option, you will be
guided by an SSA agent while completing your ap-
plication and can discuss your benefit options di-
rectly with that agent (ust be sure to be available
to receive SSA’s call at the scheduled time). You
can also make an appointment by calling your lo-
cal SS field office directly (get the number for your
local SS office at this link: www.ssa.gov/locator).

Social Security Matters

It is not usually necessary to visit your local SSA
office in person to apply.

If you are reasonably proficient with computers,
you can, instead, apply online, but you will first
need to create your personal SSA account online at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. Once you have your per-
sonal account set up, you will be able to see your
estimated benefit amount at different claim ages,
which should help you decide when it is best to ap-
ply. Here is a short video which explains the pro-
cess for applying for benefits online: https:/www.
ssa.gov/hlp/video/iclaim_r01.htm.

If applying online, you can start your online ap-
plication at www.ssa.gov/apply and re-access it
multiple times as needed until you are ready to
submit it; just be sure to write down the “reentry
code” which is provided when you begin your on-
line application.

When you are ready to submit the application,
just select “Submit” and your application will be
sent to SSA’s application processing unit for re-
view. They will contact you if there are any ques-
tions about your application, or if any additional
documentation is needed. Note that it typically
takes a couple of months for your payments to
start and note that payment is made in the month
following the month earned. For example, if you
begin your benefits in August your first payment
will be received in September (on either the 2nd,

3rd, or 4th Wednesday of each month thereafter,
depending on your birthday).

For receiving your monthly SS payments: you
will (on your application) be able to specify how
you wish your monthly payments to be made. The
preferred option used by most beneficiaries is to
have your monthly Social Security payment depos-
ited into a financial (e.g., bank) account, details for
which you will specify when applying. However,
you can also choose to receive your monthly pay-
ments in the form of a debit card (called “Direct
Express”) which will be replenished monthly. If
you choose to have your payment deposited in your
bank account, be sure to have your bank account
information ready when you apply. Note that So-
cial Security no longer issues payments via print-
ed checks (except in rare circumstances).

This article is intended for information purposes
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.
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With a charge from 23rd place to
ninth in the final two laps of Satur-
day’s Coke Zero Sugar 400 at Day-
tona International Speedway, Josh
Berry and the No. 21 DEX Imaging
team were able to close out the 26-
race regular season with back-to-
back top-10 finishes.

Berry, who finished eighth at
Richmond the week before, now has
five top-10s as the Cup Series heads
into the 10-race, season-ending,
Championship-deciding  Playoffs,
which begin on Sunday with the
Cook Out Southern 500 at Darling-
ton Raceway.

At Daytona, Berry started the
400-miler from 11th place after
qualifying was cancelled due to
rain. He dropped back after the
drop of the green flag and steered

his way around a 12-car crash be-
fore ending the first Stage, a 35-lap-
per, in 18th place.

In the second Stage he ran in the
top 10 — and the top three for sever-
al laps - before ending that segment
in 22nd place.

In the third and final segment, he
ran in the top 10 for the first half of
that run before getting shuffled out
of the top 20 with just six laps left.

With two to go, he was in 23rd
place but moved to 10th on the
white flag lap and to ninth at the
checkers as fellow Ford driver Ryan
Blaney from Team Penske raced
from 13th into the lead and took the
victory.

The Wood Brothers team now
turns its focus to the Lady in Black,
Darlington Raceway, for the Labor

Day weekend classic, where Berry
and the Woods are among the 16

drivers and teams that will start
the Playoffs.

Black vulture depredation
= permit renewed =——

The Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS) has renewed its
Black Vulture depredation permit
through the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS). Black
Vulture attacks on farm animals,
particularly  newborn  calves,
lambs, and kids, are recognized
as potentially serious threats to
Virginia’s livestock producers.
VDACS works with the USDA An-
imal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) Wildlife Services
to administer the permit and to
help livestock producers minimize
the impacts of Black Vulture pre-
dation.

The Black Vulture depredation
permit authorizes VDACS to issue
sub-permits to livestock producers
who are experiencing Black Vul-
ture predation. Livestock produc-
ers can apply for the sub-permit,
at no-charge, which allows the
lethal “take” of up to five Black

Vultures per year. To qualify, live-
stock producers must have already
implemented non-lethal, mitigat-
ing actions such as attempting to
disperse the vultures using light
or sound. Producers should also
implement best management prac-
tices to reduce attractants, such as
properly disposing of garbage and
dead livestock.

Applicants must agree to follow
all master depredation permit and
sub-permit requirements listed
by FWS in the VDACS statewide
permit. Producers wishing to take
more than five Black Vultures
must obtain their own individual
depredation permit directly from
FWS.

To apply for a Black Vulture
depredation sub-permit and for
more information on the sub-per-
mit requirements, please contact
Chad Fox with the USDA-APHIS
Wildlife Services at 540.381.7387
or email at chad.j.fox@usda.gov.

9/2 7pm Volleyball
9/3 1pm Golf

9/4  7pm Volleyball
9/5 7pm Foothall

PCHS Sports Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports
Schedule for the week of September 1-6:

at Bassett

at Carroll County (Old Mill GC)
at Carroll County

vs North Surry

Expect heavy traffic in Hillsville
for Labor Day Flea Market

Travelers heading to the Hills-
ville Flea Market during Labor
Day weekend should be prepared
for considerable traffic delays. The
town’s popular event will be held
Friday, August 29 through Mon-
day, September 1, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
People not attending the flea mar-
ket are encouraged to avoid the
area altogether.

Thousands of visitors are expect-
ed to converge on a one-mile section

of Route 58 Business in Hillsville.
As aresult, sidewalks will be crowd-
ed with pedestrians and bumper-to-
bumper traffic will be moving at a
crawl throughout the area.

Drivers should use extra caution,
watch for police directing traffic
and pay attention to electronic
message boards in the area. For the
most current traffic and road work
information, call 511 or visit www.
511virginia.org.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Canneries

(cont. from page 1)

with the planting of Victory Gardens and in-
creased federal and state support for food pres-
ervation efforts.

The Virginia Department of Education em-
braced the initiative, helping local school dis-
tricts create can-ning facilities. In Patrick
County, canneries were built at all five public
high schools—Blue Ridge, Mead-ows of Dan,
Stuart, Woolwine, and Critz.

Research indicates that the cannery at Stuart
High School was housed behind the gym and
constructed with help from the newly formed
Rotary Club. At Meadows of Dan High School,
the Ruritan Club played a similar role. Future
Farmers of America clubs were instrumental
in constructing and operating the canneries,
which were often run through home economics
and agricultural programs.

Students not only learned how to grow food,
but also took part in the canning process. Some
schools received surplus produce from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, which students
prepared and canned for use in school cafete-
rias. In Auburn, for example, students snapped
green beans to be canned for lunches.

By the end of World War II, more than 3,800
canneries were operating across the rural
South, including 720 in Virginia.

Memories of a Bygone Era

Many local residents still recall their experi-
ences with the canneries. B. Clark remembers
helping his grandmother at the Meadows of
Dan cannery, one of the last in the county to
close.

Most everybody in the county had a big gar-
den and raised enough produce to last all year.
The canner-ies allowed the space and equip-
ment to can a large amount in a short period
of time.

Bushels of corn, tubs of tomatoes, crates of
apples and buckets of fresh meat—beef, pork,
or venison—were hauled in. Large vats were
used for washing, spacious tables for prep, and
machines sealed the food in tin cans. These
were then placed in industrial pressure cook-
ers that could process more than 150 cans at a
time. Since the cans were metal, they could be
quickly cooled and taken home the same day.

For many, the cannery experience was more
than just food preservation—it was a communi-
ty gather-ing. Neighbors helped each other, and
children played on nearby school playgrounds.

Not everyone needed the community facil-
ities. Some families had their own pressure
cookers and canned at home using glass jars or
metal cans. Tommie Tatum recently discovered
two boxes of unused tin cans stored in an old

Former canneries in the county - images of a bygone era.

barn, a reminder that some households even
had their own can sealers.

Pauline Williams recalled canning at home
with her family, and vividly recalled it took 18
turns to seal one can. It was the kids’ job—to
turn the crank 18 times.

A Shift in the Times

After the war, electricity became more readily
available as did refrigeration, public jobs, and
community grocery stores, so the need for can-
neries declined as many families gained access
to electricity and re-frigeration. As lifestyles
changed, the need for community canneries de-
clined.

School budgets, which were now providing
the cannery services became tighter and often
divisions had to make the choice between run-
ning the cannery or educating the children.

In Patrick County, when the high schools
consolidated into one central facility, only three
canneries re-mained—in Blue Ridge, Critz, and
Meadows of Dan. These were operated under
the supervision of James Love, then the voca-
tional director at Patrick County High School.

But running the canneries became increas-
ingly difficult. The school division funded them,
and with ag-ing equipment, building mainte-
nance needs, and a shortage of skilled manag-

Some families owned their own canning supplies, and
many used glass jars to preserve food in pressure canners.

ers, budgets were strained. There was contro-
versy on the local level when the school board
started the conversation about closing the can-
neries as the expense to run them was too great
and the use of them had de-clined. Eventually,
the school board voted to close them all. The
last of the equipment was sold at auc-tion in
1990.

Many locals who grew up using the canneries
now reflect on them with nostalgia—for both
the healthy, homegrown food and the strong
sense of community.

Could They Return?

Today, 11 community canneries still operate
across Virginia. Carroll County maintains one
that local groups use for processing apples into
applesauce. Franklin County operates two—
one in Glade Hill and another in Callaway.

It seems sad now to all those who have fond
memories of the canneries and all the fresh,
healthy food that was preserved there, is it pos-
sible to see one ever again in the foreseeable fu-
ture in Patrick Coun-ty? Could Patrick County
revive the tradition?

As interest in food self-sufficiency grows, the
idea of a modern community cannery may not
be as far-fetched as it once seemed.
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Crossing the Lines
News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

After 81 years missing, Sgt. Thornton honored with
Arlington burial
- «5‘_ 2 e
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Former Martinsville Mayor Danny Turner and W.C. Fowlkes attended the service, and

presented proclamations from Henry County and Martinsville to Thornton’s family
members.
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FAHTI’s newest exhibit honors local athletes

Fayette Area Historical Initiative’s (FHAI's) honors African American athletes from the region.

After being missing in action
for 81 years, U.S. Army Sgt. Ivor
Darrell Thornton of Ridgeway
was identified and laid to rest in
Arlington National Cemetery on
Friday, Aug. 15.

Thornton, 34, was killed on
Omaha Beach in Normandy,
France, on June 6, 1944 — D-Day.
He was assigned to Company H,
2nd Battalion, 116th Infantry
Regimental Combat Team, 29th
Infantry Division.

According to Honor States, a
website dedicated to document-
ing fallen U.S. service members,
Thornton died two days before his

35th birthday.

Thornton was not married and
had no children. He was the son
of James Stovall Thornton and
Ida Carnie Young. At the time of
D-Day, his brother, Technician
Fourth Grade Geoffrey D. Thorn-
ton, was serving with the Fifth
Army in Italy.

Before entering the service,
Thornton worked in Fieldale for
Marshall Fields. He was awarded
the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

The Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency announced Thornton
was 1dentified and accounted for
on March 10.

Grand opening set for Heritage Museum annex

A grand opening of
the annex of the MHC
Heritage Museum
will be held from 3-8
p.m. Saturday, Sept.
6, at the museum, 1
E. Main St., Martins-
ville.

The annex 1is a
13,000-square-foot
new building behind
the former Henry
County Courthouse,
which was built in
1824 with a 1929 ad-
dition. The two build-
ings are connected
by a skywalk and to-
gether give more than

S

Kitchen will sell food.
Admission to the an-

A\

Dr. Mervyn King, Jack Stewart and Virginia King designed
and built display areas in the annex.

opening event will
be held on the court-

Executive Director Charisse Hairston said more than 20 local athletes are represented.

The Fayette Area Historical Ini-
tiative’s (FAHI) newest exhibit,
honoring African American athletes
from the region, opened Wednesday,
Aug. 13.

FAHI Executive Director Charisse
Hairston said about 22 athletes are
featured.

“From a Negro League baseball
player to a Major League Baseball
player to multiple minor league
baseball players, international bas-
ketball players, NFL players, a track
runner, and a golfer,” she said.

The exhibit also highlights two
heavyweight boxers, including one
world champion, and a UFC fighter.

It includes photographs, biograph-
ical information, and sports memo-

rabilia such as jerseys, gloves, hel-
mets, bats, balls, and books.

Hairston said while the concept
was largely her idea, FAHI board
member Joyce Staples had also sug-
gested something similar.

As executive director, Hairston
said part of her goal is to get people
engaged and make them want to
come to the museum. “To do that you
have to have transitioning exhibits.
You have to have something new,
and you have to find things people
are interested in.”

This year’s Juneteenth Festival
theme, “Inspiring Our Future,” in-
fluenced Hairston’s approach. She
has been working with local schools
to encourage student tours.

25,000 square feet
of museum exhibit
space.

The grand opening
will feature children’s
games and activities,
refreshments and live
music, all free. Ann’s

nex will be free to all
children up to age 18
as well as free to mem-
bers. Memberships
can be purchased at
the event.

The free grand

yard on the museum
grounds. General ad-
mission for inside the
museum is $10, with
$5 for children 2-18
and 65+ and free for
infants.

Residents offered $2,500 credit to
sewer line

connect to new

lic Service Authority
(PSA).

The credit is avail-
able to  property
owners along U.S
58 West, between
Grassy Creek and the
Carver Road inter-
section. Any eligible
resident who submits
a completed tap ap-

Blight, development updates discussed at Northside
meeting

Northside residents attend a community meeting at Martinsville High School.

A community meeting was held
Aug. 19 at Martinsville High
School to discuss the Northside
community. Before the meeting,
council members toured the area
and made notes about issues, In-
cluding blighted properties.

One concern came from Dr.
Mervyn King, who asked for action
on the Byrd building, located in
Uptown near the old courthouse.
The structure is one of several
properties in Uptown in need of
renovation.

Residents also raised concerns
about a vacant house in the
Northside area that has attract-
ed trespassers. Some community
members said they felt nothing
was being done to address the
problem.

“If anything, we have taken
some action. We have boarded up
the basement area because that
wasn’t open. And we have towed a

couple of vehicles,” said Building
Official and Zoning Administrator
Kris Bridges.

Bridges noted his office does not
have the authority to repair prop-
erties. “The unfortunate reality is
that my hammer is really, really
big. I can tear down houses,” he
said.

Council Member dJulian Mei
warned against potential buyers
trespassing on blighted properties.

“They said they went up into the
property. Don’t do that anywhere.
Don’t go into other abandoned
structures. They might not be
abandoned. Just in general, don’t
go in there, any other house, even
if you think you want to buy,” Mei
said.

The group also visited the area
near the bridge past Chick-fil-A,
where the city is working with the
Harvest Foundation on a feasibili-
ty study for an amphitheater.

ingful investment

lows us to offer this

The grant will sup-

plication will receive
the full credit, which
covers the PSA’s cur-
rent connection and
facility fees in full.
Property owners may
connect at any time
after the project is
complete.

“This i1s a mean-

$2,500 credit to cover
connection and facil-
ity fees, thanks to a
grant secured by the
Henry County Pub-

Henry County resi-
dents along the path
of a new public sewer
extension on U.S. 58
West can receive a

that helps residents
access modern pub-
lic utilities without
having to pay out of

pocket for connec-
tion costs,” said Dale
Wagoner, General

Manager of the PSA.
“We're grateful for
the support that al-

benefit directly to the

community.”
The funding
was made possible

through a grant from
the Southeast Rural
Community Assis-
tance Project (SER-
CAP), which awarded
$50,000 to the PSA.

port up to 20 residen-
tial connections along
the new sewer line.
The credit is part of a
larger infrastructure
project that includes
approximately 4,700
feet of 8-inch sewer
line and associated
appurtenances.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET
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Hollywood Cinema
beside Walmart
Martinswille 276-656-3456
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Melissa Carol Saul Belcher

Ms. Melissa Car-
ol Saul Belcher, age
61 of Stuart, Virginia
passed away on Thurs-
day, August 21, 2025,
at her home. She was
born in Henry County
on July 6, 1964. She
was preceded in death
by her father, Dennis
Saul; stepfather, Ster-
ling Mullins; maternal
grandparents, Elmer
and Vera Lackey; com-
panion and love of her
life, Todd Withrow;
and beloved yorkie,
Peewee. Melissa was
a Post Master for the
United State Postal
Service for many years
in several different
Post Offices. She en-
joyed fishing, riding
motorcycles, and tar-
get shooting. She will

be greatly missed by
her family and friends.

Melissa 1s survived
by three children, Jo-
seph Matthew Hylton
of Stuart and fiancé,
Elizabeth Cortner of
Henry County; Kel-
sie Deann Deal and
husband, Scott of Col-
linsville; and Jesse
Ray Belcher and wife,
Cathy of San Antonio,
Texas; one grandson;

her mother, Elaine
Lackey Mullins of
Stuart; one stepsister,
Linda Mullins Camp-
bell of Henry County;

and several uncles,
aunts, cousins, and
friends.

Services for Melissa
Belcher are private. In
lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests memorial
donations be made to
Fairystone Volunteer
Fire Department, 6687
Fairystone Park Hwy.,
Stuart, VA 24171 or
to Smith River Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 122,
Woolwine, VA 24185.
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart is serving the
family and online con-
dolences may be sent
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

John Mapp Johnson

Mr. John Mapp
Johnson, age 77 of
Woolwine, passed

away Saturday, Au-
gust 16, 2025, at his
home. He was born in
Nassawadox, Virginia
on June 10, 1948, to
the late Thomas Fran-
cis Johnson, Sr. and
Louise Mapp Johnson.
In addition to his par-
ents, Mr. Johnson was
preceded in death by a
brother, Thomas John-
son, Jr. John spent 46
years working at the
Woolwine textile plant.
John’s health issues
started 25 years ago
with a heart attack
which he recovered
from. Later followed
by two cancers (one a
stage 4), a serious car
accident, and three
strokes. By God’s
grace, he always fought
his way back until this
last time when God de-
cided He wanted him
back. John’s passion

was golf, having won
Club Championships
on both the eastern
shore and at Floyd. But
even more than golf,
John loved his family
and was so proud of his
sons and grandsons. A
lifelong Presbyterian,
he served as an elder
and a deacon, as well
as other duties.

Mr. Johnson is sur-
vived by his wife of 52
years, Elizabeth De-
Hart Johnson of the
home; two sons, John
T. Johnson (Haley) of

Claudville and Tim
Johnson of Elliston,
Virginia; two grand-
sons, John Luke John-
son and Ezra Johnson;
a niece, Ginny Carman
of Maryland; and a sis-
ter-in-law, Kay Web-
ster of Hockessin, Del-
aware.

Funeral services will
be held Thursday, Au-
gust 21, 2025, at 2:00
p.m. at Stuart Pres-
byterian Church with
Pastor Danny Redman
officiating. Burial will
follow in the Woolwine
Community Cemetery.
Visitation will be held
Wednesday  evening
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. at Moody Funer-
al Home in Stuart. If
desired, memorial do-
nations may be made
to the charity of the
donor’s choice. Online
condolences may be
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.
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“We appreciate the conﬁdence you have

shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager
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OBITUARY SUBMISSION
DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON
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HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

. $795

Small, Medium
and Large size
chairs available

Starting at
Only

4

Riverside Furniture
1580 Greensboro Road

Martinsville VA
276-632-1286

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm ¢ Saturday 9am - 2pm

Mr. Ned Lee Turner,
age 85 of Martinsville,
Virginia, passed away
on Thursday, August
21, 2025. He was born
on May 18, 1940, to the
late James Roy Turner
and Evelyn Turner. In
addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded
in death by his wife,
Elizabeth Ann Wright
Turner; and a broth-
er, Bobby Turner.
Ned grew up in Hen-
ry County. Graduat-
ed from Bassett High
School. He served
four years in the U.S.
Navy. After returning
to Henry County, He
went to work as an
Industrial  Engineer
for Fieldcrest Mills. In
1970, Fieldcrest trans-
ferred Ned to Laurin-
burg, N.C. later, Field-
crest was purchased
by Mohaw Carpet. He
retired with 45 years
of service. Ned was a
member of Saint Luke
United Methodist
Church in Laurinburg.

Ned Lee Turner

He served as president
of the UM men and
worked with the food
bank and served as an
usher. Ned played on a
tennis team that won
the N.C. Champion-
ship. After retirement,
he moved back to Hen-
ry County and moved
his membership to
Pleasant View Baptist
Church. He has served
as an usher and on the
social committee. Ned
loves tennis, cross-
word puzzles, reading,
walking, and puzzles.
Mr. Turner is sur-
vived by one son,

Gregory Wright Turn-
er of Martinsville; one
granddaughter, Me-
gan Murdock (Ryan)
of Fort Mill, SC; two
great-grandchildren,
Liam and Lyza Kate;
two siblings, Lynwood
Turner of Martins-
ville, and Anita Clark
of Stuart; and several
nieces and nephews.

The funeral for Mr.
Turner will be held on
Tuesday, August 26,
2025, at 2:00 p.m. at
Pleasant View Baptist
Church with Joey Mec-
Neil officiating. Buri-
al will i1mmediately
follow in the church
cemetery. The fami-
ly will receive friends
from 1:30 p.m. until
the time of the service
at the church on Tues-
day. Moody Funeral
Home in Stuart is in
charge of the arrange-
ments, and online
condolences may be
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Wilmer Wayne Parks

Mr. Wilmer Wayne
Parks, age 76 of
Claudville, Virgin-
ia went to be with
his Lord and Savior
at his home with his
family  surrounding
him on Monday, Au-
gust 18, 2025. He was
born in Maryland to
the late Roy Gilbert
Parks and Gladys
Overby Parks. In ad-
dition to his parents,
he was preceded in
death by his wife, An-
nice Bowman Parks;
two sisters, Sandra
Hamilton and Freda
Ray; and one brother,
David Parks. Wilmer
was loved by everyone
who met him and had
a way of making ev-
eryone laugh. He will
be greatly missed and
will be remembered as
a loving husband, dad,
gramps, and friend.

Left to cherish the
memories of Mr. Parks

e,

are his five children,
Vicky Pilson (Barry) of
Stuart, Janet Hardin
(Steve) of Stuart, Deb-
ra Parks of Claudville,
Roy Parks (Alberta)
of Stuart, and Ronald
Parks of Claudville;

three grandchildren,
Brandon Light, Am-
ber Moran (Kelly),
Steve Hardin, III;
two  step-grandchil-
dren, Heather Bow-

ers and Amber Akins,
both of Martinsville;
ten great-grandchil-
dren, Sophia, Aubrie,
Vada, Sterling, Kaid-
en, Kaylee, Kendell,
Kaleb, Lakelynn, and

Derrick; two siblings,
Doug Parks (Debbie)
and Wanda Hooper
(Butch), both of Mary-
land; one brother-in-
law, Kenneth Hamil-
ton of Maryland; and
several nieces and
nephews.

The family will re-
ceive friends at the
home located at 6734
Dobyns Road, Claud-
ville, VA 24076 on
Saturday, August 23,
2025 from 4:00 p.m.
until 6:00 p.m. A pri-
vate graveside will be
held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may
be made to Moun-
tain Valley Hospice
and Palliative Care,
1427 Edgewood Drive,
Suite 101, Mt. Airy,
NC 27030. Online
condolences may be
sent by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

Advisory council hears update
on Transit Occupancy Tax

The Patrick County Tourism Advisory Council met Aug. 21 in Patrick & Henry Community
College Community Room in Stuart. Those who attended the meeting included:

Kim Rakes, Finance Director Lori Jones, Human Resource Director Donna Shough, County
Administrator Beth Simms. They met with the council and gave an update on the Transit
Occupancy Tax. Wayne Kirkpatrick, Rebecca Adcock, and Kurt Bozenmayer also are
pictured. (Photos by Mary Dellenback Hill)

Brian Alley, Jeanie Clark, Bessie Weber, Director of Economic Development and Tourism
James Houchins, Grace Cooper, Andrew Overby. Also attending, but not pictured, were
Steve Marshall and Mary Dellenback Hill.
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A Household of Faith

By Luke Moore

High Point Baptist Church

While reading through the book
of Acts, I was struck by a phrase
that is repeated multiple times: “...
and the entire household believed.”
Some iteration of that phrase occurs
at least 5 times through the book of
Acts. It refers to Cornelius and the
fact that he and his household feared
God (10:2). This phrase is also used
by the angel who came to Cornelius
and told him, “Send to Joppa and
bring Simon who is called Peter;
he will declare to you a message by
which you will be saved, you and all
your household” (11:13-14, emphasis
added). When Lydia was baptized,
her entire household followed suit
(16:15). Paul and Silas instructed
the Philippian jailer, “Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household” (16:31, em-
phasis added). While Paul was in
Corinth, “Crispus, the ruler of the
synagogue, believed in the Lord, to-
gether with his entire household...”
(18:8, emphasis added).

This emphasis on the household
was not limited to the New Testa-
ment church. When God Almighty
gave Abraham the covenant sym-
bol of circumcision, Abraham was
instructed that the symbol was not
just for him and his male offspring,
but even for the male servants (see
Genesis 17:9-14). This showed a ded-
ication of the entire household to the
covenant God had made with Abra-
ham. Ruth declared to her mother-in-
law, the only family she now knew,
“Your people shall be my people, and
your God, my God” (Ruth 1:16). She
was willing to give up everything she
knew for herself to follow the faith
example of her mother-in-law.

Apparently, there is some correla-
tion between the head of the house-
hold becoming a believer and the rest
of the household following the exam-
ple. This correlation is not just an-
ecdotal, however. Research has con-
sistently shown that children look to
their parents for spiritual direction
before they turn to any other source,
and the faith of parents is statisti-
cally likely to be “passed on” to their

children (Graham, 2016). This is not
a definitive guarantee of our chil-
dren following our example of faith,
but the correlation is certainly hard
to miss.

There are two key takeaways from
this Scriptural and statistical obser-
vation. First, we as parents need to
ensure that the example we are set-
ting for our children is one that will
draw them closer to their Savior.
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up your
child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart
from it.” This training starts with
your own example, your own trust in
Christ, your own walk in the Spir-
it. In my experience as a father of
young children, I have learned that
kids absorb much of your habits, per-
sonality, and speech - for better or
for worse. Once we are established in
our own faith, the next part comes
easier: “And these words that I com-
mand you today shall be on your
heart. You shall teach them diligent-
ly to your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you
rise” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). We must
set habits for our children as well.
We must teach them the importance
of the Word of God; the importance
of service to Him; and the impor-
tance of a personal, life-changing re-
lationship with Him.

The next implication of the reality
of household influence is evangelism.
As a local church, we do well to host
VBS, Awana, and other child-focused
discipleship programs. But we must
not neglect ministry to families. Of
course, evangelism is not merely
about numbers and efficiency, but
we cannot deny the effectiveness of
ministry to families in bringing en-
tire households to the Truth.

Finally, I always like to end a
study in praise. If the reading of
God’s Word only leads us to think
of our own actions, we are missing a
key takeaway. We ought to be prais-
ing God for His institution of the
family, the influence of parents, and
His ability to change the hearts of
entire households.

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Nahum (KJV)
in the OId or New Testament or
neither?

2. In Acts 7, who recounts the
story of Abraham along with
the captivity and freedom of the
children of Israel? Paul, Peter,
Stephen, Andrew

3. Who went to sleep and fell
out of a window while Paul
preached? Esua, Enid, Eutychus,
Eucyrus

— ———

4, From Matthew 8, whose
mother-inlaw did Jesus heal?
Elijah, Solomon, Daniel, Peter

5. In what Macedonian city were
Paul and Silas imprisoned?
Philippi,  Neapolis,  Jericho,
Jerusalem

6. Who was Priscilla married to?
Atilla, Aquila, Andrew, Alpheus

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Stephen,
3) Eutychus, 4) Peter, 5) Philippi,
6) Aquila

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Risen Jord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814 Reconciliation

With students back in class and
sports and extracurriculars filling
family schedules,
are juggling busy calendars while
staying connected to work around
the clock. Smartphones,
and digital platforms make it easy
for professional duties to spill into
personal time, blurring the line be-
tween the office and home.

Instead of aiming for a perfect 50-
50 split, more people are embracing
work-life integration — creating a
rhythm where both work and fam-
ily can thrive. Still, without clear
limits, work can quickly overtake
personal life. Here are some strate-
gies to help keep balance this school
year:

Flexible scheduling. The tradi-
tional 9-to-5 doesn’t always work
when practices, games and school
events fill afternoons. Flexible hours
let employees adjust their workday
— maybe taking a break to attend

Worship Services 11 am

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness

k260 Spring Rd_, Palrick Springs, VA - 2776-504-5357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisiry:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JIHC o s Ponamion o Pl e it

276 G240

168 W, Blue Bidge 5.

wwwstnartbaptist org Hﬁj }

st DBeoptise Church

Bringing the World to Christ

ade_f;

11:00 Worship Service
_\'\.zmmrthpﬂ.ltmg

945 Sunday School

’\

p=g
=8

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church )
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 » www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

SATURDAY SERVICES:

J

Join the
¢ Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today

Super Crossword

MAKING M ENDS

ACROSS 46 Situation 94 Establish DOWN 42 Argentina’s 84 Bruins’
) ) 1 “Venerable” creating contact (with) 1 Lively Eva Bobby
Fl n d l n r h t h m a S Eng. monk strife within -~ 95 Give a fleet 2 Worked hard 43 “— you 85 Piper’s cap
7 Place to grow a sports commander 3 Soft caps clever!” 86 Garden dirt
cultures, squad? new 4 Person living 44 High-speed 91 Refinery input
h l for short 50 Perfume weapons? abroad, for train name 92 Lady’s title
r' '/' 13 Furious with bottle 97 Melancholy short 45 Gas option in 93 Rick’s love in
S c O 0 9 S p O tS eS u m e 20 “You can't get 53 Partner of woodwinds 5 Youngest of Canada “Casablanca’
out this way” Principe 99 Immigrants’ the Rugrats 47 Alter, as a 94 Part of S&L
a school assembly and making up | 21Catwoman  55Guarantee class, in brief 6 GPS guess computer 96 Yellow-disked
. lat portrayer Kitt 56 Gulf ship 100 Minimally 7 “Atlanta” program blooms
ime later. . 22 Panamanian 57 Chinese 102 Part of UNLV actress Zazie 48 Actress 98 Siren noise
many parents Set boundaries. Remote work re- dictator soup 103 Here, in Haiti ~ 8“Same here!”  de Armas 101 37-season
mains common, but it can blur work Manuel additive 106 Griling place 9 Spanish gold 49 Suffix with “Jeopardy!”
d famil 1 Establish ded 23 Netaccess 58 Hobby 109 Put the 10 British “Inc.” Marx host
:":m amily roles. Listablsh a 'e . provider 60 Touring actor notation ‘this 11 “Psst” relative 50 In favorof 103 Purpose
laptops 1icated workspace, unplug during available on representing meansthe 12 The Crimson 51 Bit of untruth 104 Writer —
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chores with kids to teach responsi- cousin 70 Mild cheese 117 Its continent 16 Hazards capital 110 Coleridge’s
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advice, carpooling help and encour- stroking their capital? in the Haitian 29 Dec. 24 speakers 115 — part
agement. dogs and 83 Locale of style? 31 Enlightens 73 In the know (role-play)
; : ; cats? Baylor 125 Utterly foolish 32 No, in Berlin 74 ESPN events 116 Heavy hitter
Mgke time for sel.f care. Exercise, 35 Sail supports University 126 Mole’s path 33 Wise about 75 In base eight 121 Viral gene
hobbies and downtime help reduce | 3pGridrondivs. 87 Time ofnote 127 Austria’s 34 Come upon 77 Handheld material
stress. Taking care of yourself keeps | 37 Maiden name 88 “Laughing” capital 39 Retired computer 122 — and outs
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or email

call 276-340-2445
advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging

numbers from one to nine.

4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and
striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX, INC.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC

336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

Buy Direct\
\.and Save! /

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day

40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber
Rough - Dressed - Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Call (276) 694-3101

Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.

net

Website: Woodwrx.net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field
reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunting
lanes, skid-steer, tractor
and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates.
Call 276-229-9410 or
Facebook Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR Service and
repair for all makes of
lawn mowers. Pick up

and delivery for a reso-
nable charge based on
your location. We offer
disposal of old mowers
with free pick up and
sell used mowers and

other power equipment.
Call 276-694-3748. If
no answer, leave your

name and number. We'll

call you back.

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

ESTATE & YARD SALE

ESTATE and YARD
sale, Friday & Sat-
urday Aug 29 & 30th
7am-3pm. Several
huge loads of all kinds
of hand, power and gar-
den tools, fishing rods,
push mowers, house-
hold, collectables, tools,
cast iron, craft materi-
als, Afghans, curtains,
bedding, glassware,
cookware, etc and so
much more. Sale will be
across from the Stuart
Walmart. GREAT pric-
es, GREAT selection!
Heavy rain cancels.

Huge Garage Sale
Aug 28-30 Rain or Shine
8:00-4:00 at 1535 Animal
Clinic Rd. Lots of vintage
items, Fiesta, Costume
jewelry, linens, glassware,
tools, cookbooks, 45 Ip
records and lots more.

I‘EAC&I GROW YOUR BUSINESS
. WVIRGINIA

REACH OVER 1MILLION
Virgini ders Weekly

Media Solutions s starting at $330
[ 2o NETWORK day to get started.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote your upcom-
ing auctions statewide!
Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audi-
ence. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed!

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowv business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

CH GROW YOUR BUSINESS
WIRGINIA  REACH OVER 1 MILLION
C Virginia Readers Weekly

Media Solutions Ady
/AD NETWORK C

Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jen-
kins Il Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for
More Details! American
Made Products!

SunSetter. America’s

Number One Awning! In-

stant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform

your deck or patio into

an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warran-
ty. Call now and SAVE

$350 today! 1-844-746-

2332

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-614-

6667 to schedule a

FREE inspection and no

obligation estimate. Plus

get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addi-

tional 10%. Restrictions
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and

offer details

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-

Wilderness -

Stuart, Inc.

Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Wme/tyda?/

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

Kelsey Fain

REALTOR

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
REACH OVER 1MILLION
Virginia Readers Weekly

EACH
VVIRGINIA

.

Media Solutions

[ A0 NETWORK

jertising Solutions starting at $330
er today to get started.

'\EA%' GROW YOUR BUSINESS
WIRGINIA  RrEACH OVER 1MILLION
Commonwealth Virg eaders Weekly

Media Solutions ions starting at $330
I ADNETWORK  Contact ths newspaper today to get started.

947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.

It's a power move

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-

turing our FREE shower
package and $1600
Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers &
1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

_Jamie’s
Recyclin
Center

Buving: CaNs, CoPPER, BATTERIES,
ALUMINUM, AuTOMOBILES, CONVERTERS,
WHEELS, STAINLESS STEEL, ELECTRONICS

(NO TVS), AND MORE.

CALL 276-694-5692 For PRIcES

We offer Roll
Off Services

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

Jamie’s Recycling Center
3609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-5692
M-E' | 8A - 4:45p | LUNCH: 11:45A -/ 1P
“With God All Things/ArelPossible:* Matthew,19:26
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Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!
DO YOU!

SHBROOK
UDIOLOGY

)

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Thank You For Reading

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest
for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Qual-
ity materials & profes-
sional installation. Se-

nior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!
1-844-945-1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of

Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-216-
5028.

Switch and save up
to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No
contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data
plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage.

100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more
information, call 1-855-

262-5564.

" Tired of
driving
to the

\

EYi%e1i1] k@M \Ve'll pick it up at your curb!

Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.
Please call for pricing. 246=251=1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

.
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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE SINCE 1876 APART OF PATRICK COUNTY'S HERITAGE

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 - 11

(Meeting/ event information must be received no
later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the desired pub-
lication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Monday, Sept. 8

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
meet at 6 p.m. in the third floor court room of the
Patrick County Administration Building.

Thursday, Sept. 11
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the School Board Office.

Wednesday, Sept. 17
The Stuart Town Council is meeting at 6 p.m.
in the town office.

Events

Thursday, Aug. 28
Patrick County Democratic Committee meets,
6-7 p.m. at the Patrick County Branch Library.

Fairy Stone State Park: Oak Hickory Trail
Guided Hike, 9 a.m,, Shelter 4; Living with Black
Bears in Virginia, 3 p.m., Shelter 4.

Thursday, Aug. 28 - Saturday, Aug. 30

Revival and Homecoming, Life Tabernacle, 771
Iron Belt Lane in Stuart. Thursday, 6 p.m., spe-
cial singing by Sue Nester; Friday, 6 p.m., local
singers and musicians will perform; Saturday, 11
a.m., lunch and music by The Shelton Brothers.

Friday, Aug. 29

The Stuart Farmers Market will be open from
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Great selection of fruits, veg-
etables, baked items, meats, eggs, plants, craft
items. Information provided by the Patrick Coun-
ty Master Gardeners & Stuart Rotary on site
with Ag Fair Exhibit Info.

Clark’s Cuts offers haircuts from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. in the upstairs area of the Basset Ruritan
Club. Suggested $15 donation. All proceeds go to
the Bassett Ruritan Club. Walk-ins are welcome.

Fairy Stone State Park: Stuart’s Knob Guided
Hike, 9 a.m., Stuart’s Knob Trailhead; Woodland
Wellness, 10 a.m., Shelter 4; Fairy Stone Hunt, 1
p.m., Shelter 4; Turtle Time, 2 p.m., Visitor Cen-
ter; Living with Black Bears in Virginia, 3 p.m.,
Shelter 4; Welcome Campfire, 8 p.m., Amphithe-
ater.

Wayside Community Church, 3520 Wayside
Road, will have young evangelist Willie Byrd and
an encouraging message by Joyce Greene with
music starting at 6:30 p.m. A light meal and re-
freshments will be served after.

Friday, Aug. 29-Saturday, Aug. 30

Yard sale hosted by the Fellowship Church,
5101 Ararat Hwy, Ararat, 7 a.m. — 1 p.m. Home
decor, tons of children’s clothing. Bag sale at 11

L'cewate'c
SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

- State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
» Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
« Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

* Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
¢ Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher

¢ Beef Grower Feeds  « Calf Feed

* Corn Gluten Pellets ~ + Soyhull Pellets

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/1b.

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Periormance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Mark Pendleton Jason Pendleton

a.m. on Saturday. All proceeds to benefit Ararat
Fire & Rescue.

Friday, Aug. 29-Monday, Sept. 1

Stuart Church of Living Water (formerly Stu-
art UMC) will hold its 18th annual Labor Day
Flea Market featuring 125 - large 25'x30’ vendor
spaces. Vendors may set up on Thursday, August
28 for free. Worship service on site, Sunday morn-
ing at 8 a.m. with Pastor Tommy Shepherd. From
Stuart, follow Rte. 58 East (JEB Stuart Highway)
8.7 miles to 25767. Parking for $1 per vehicle. All
proceeds support the church’s mission and out-
reach ministries. For more information, call Alex,
276-229-8488 or the church, 276-694-3322. No al-
coholic beverages allowed.

Saturday, Aug. 30

The Patrick County Food Bank will hold a me-
morial service in memory of Dudley Clark at the
Rotary Building from 3-5 p.m.

Fairy Stone State Park: Lakeshore Trail Guid-
ed Hike, 9 a.m., Amphitheater Trailhead; Volun-
teer Workday, 9:30 a.m., Visitors Center; Wood-
land Wellness, 10 a.m., Shelter 4; Fairy Stone
Hunt, 12 p.m., Shelter 4; Turtle Time, 1 p.m.,
Visitor Center; For Goodness Snakes!, 2 p.m.,
Shelter 2; Town Under the Lake Paddle, 5 p.m.,
Beach Breezeway; Bluegrass Music in the Park,
7 p.m., Shelter 2.

Sunday, August 31

Fairy Stone State Park: Moonshine Hollow
Hike, 10 a.m., Visitors Center; Native Plants &
Pollinators, 11 a.m., Shelter 4; Fairy Stone Hunt,
12 p.m., Shelter 4; Turtle Time, 1 p.m., Visitors
Center; Magic Trees, 2 p.m., Shelter 4; Fayer-
dale: The Missing Town, 3 p.m., Shelter 4; C.S.I.:
Creek Scene Investigation, 4 p.m., Shelter 4.

Monday, Sept. 1

The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Se-
lect in Stuart will be closed in observance of the
Labor Day holiday.

Thursday, Sept. 4

The Patrick County Agricultural Fair exhibit
coordinators will be accepting quilt entries from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Memorial Building at Ro-
tary Field in Stuart.

Friday, Sept. 5
The community food truck will be at the SSRS
in Woolwine from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 6

Demolition Derby, Patrick County Agricultur-
al Fairgrounds at Rotary Field. Stands open at
5 p.m. Drivers compete in four different classes
plus a Powder Puff class and Kids Power Wheels
Derby at 6 p.m. Derby at 7 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at the gate. For more information, call Clyde
Crissman at 276-694-4217.

First Saturday Rally for Democracy, 10 a.m. to
12 p.m. at the Stuart Courthouse to celebrate the
Constitutional Democracy and the Rule of Law.
Bring your flags and signs.

Meadows of Dan Women’s Club Bingo, in the
Meadows of Dan Community Center. Doors open
at 5 p.m.; games start at 6 p.m. Raffle drawings
and concessions are available for sale. Call

276-952-2674 or 276-952-6395 for more infor-
mation.

Country breakfast buffet 7:30-10 a.m., by the
Ararat Ruritan Club, 4711 Ararat Highway in
Ararat. Sausage, ham, eggs, apples, gravy, pan-
cakes, biscuits, water, juice, or coffee, for $10 per
plate.

Saturday, Sept. 6 - Sunday, Sept. 7

The Patrick County Agricultural Fair exhibit
coordinators will be accepting all fair entries (ex-
cept quilts) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Hooker
Building at Rotary Field in Stuart.

Sunday, Sept. 7

The Haynes Family Reunion will be held at 1
p.m. at the Smith River Church of the Brethren,
Elamsville Road.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 - Saturday, Sept. 13
The 71st Patrick County Agricultural Fair will
be held nightly.

Ongoing

Monday Market at Fairy Stone State Park, rain
or shine, 5-7 p.m. at Shelters #3 & #4. Cash only
market. Free parking. Runs through Labor Day.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument,
or just come and listen.

Community meal at Salem Church on Salem
Church Road in Critz, the first Sunday of every
month at 12:10 p.m. Call (276) 222-1069 with
questions.

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick County Alz-
heimer’s Group LLC. Monday, Wednesday &
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Members meet on the
first Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the Alz-
heimer’s office. New members are welcome. For
more information, call (276) 693-6018.

Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the
Vesta Community Center on the third Tuesday
each month at noon. Both groups welcome new
members and invite caregivers to attend. Litera-
ture is also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every
Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets the first Tuesday of every month at
the American Legion Post 105, at 7 p.m. Interest-
ed veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednesday,
5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 Ra-
ven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. Call
Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or email
pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members Meet-
ing, the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.;
Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every Friday.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, with music and
dancing, 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam is
on the last Tuesday of the month. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. for food, music and dancing from 6:30-9
p.m.
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Hospital

(cont. from page 1)

Henson (left) talks with Crystal Harris (center)

and Pat

Shouse (right) about the work being done to reopen the

hospital.

al i

outside of the hospital.

of new ambulances
and advanced training
for personnel. Patrick
County EMS and Bra-
den Health will handle
their own direct billing,
which county officials
say will streamline op-
erations.

Board of Supervisors
Chairman Jonathan
Wood said the move is
designed to expand the
county’s ability to re-
spond to emergencies
while recognizing the
ongoing importance of
volunteers.

“We deeply appreci-
ate the community’s
support of the hospital
reopening effort and
this creative solution
to provide high-quali-
ty emergency care for
our citizens,” Wood
said. “This partnership
strengthens our emer-
gency response capacity
while continuing to hon-
or the critical role of our
volunteers.”

The county will con-
tinue to employ an
Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator, who
will oversee disaster re-
sponse, serve as liaison

The tour included various areas and departments in and

between volunteers and
the Board of Supervi-
sors, and manage EMS
grants, training, and
operational support.

Hospital progress

On Monday, Aug. 25,
Braden Health Revenue
Cycle Director Larry
Henson led volunteer
fire and EMS members,
along with communi-
ty leaders, on a tour
of the hospital. He de-
scribed ongoing reno-
vations, outlined plans
for new equipment, and
spoke about the chal-
lenges of preparing the
long-shuttered facility
for patients again.

The centerpiece of
the hospital’s equip-
ment upgrades will be
a 64-slice CT scanner
moved from another
Braden Health location.

“A lot of rural facili-
ties, if they have a CT
scanner, it’s going to be
like a 16-slice, which re-
ally doesn’t do the car-
diac scans or can’t do
bone density, that sort
of thing,” Henson said.
“This one will be able to,
so that will be a great
start.”

Rescue Squad.

Other technology and
equipment will be im-
proved as revenue al-
lows, he added.

“As it makes sense,
we will keep on improv-
ing equipment,” Henson
said.

Renovations and
new patient spaces

The hospital’s ad-
ministration wing has
been stripped of its
carpet and wallpaper,
with new flooring in-
stalled and fresh paint
throughout most areas.
A Variable Refrigerant
Volume (VRV) HVAC
system is being added to
allow patients to control
airflow and tempera-
ture in their rooms.

Concrete has also
been poured outside the
Physical Therapy and
Occupational Therapy
(PTOT) room, creating
a space where patients
can exercise outdoors.

“If PTOT patients
need to get a breath of
fresh air, do some exer-
cises out here, they now
have the freedom to do
s0,” Henson said.

The former inten-
sive care unit is being
converted into a medi-
cal-surgical unit, which
will include a nurse sta-
tion, in-patient rooms,
and swing beds. An
updated Pyxis medi-
cation machine will be
installed there, and the
medication room is be-
ing relocated to provide
more workspace.

Because some patient
rooms are large, Henson
said they will be able to
accommodate two beds.

“Of course, for state
purposes we have to
have 25 beds... which
will not be a problem
reaching that,” he said.

In the basement, two
operating rooms are be-
ing prepared. To meet
state requirements,
about 20 additional

Henson and Joanne Spangler, a member of Jeb Stuart

electrical outlets will
be added in each, bring-
ing the total to 36. One
wing of the basement
will remain closed, with
staff focusing on clean-
ing and preparing areas
needed for the hospital’s
reopening.

“It used to have offices
down here, credential-
ing, medical records, we
even had maintenance
guys down here as well.
We're still working on
cleaning this area up,
but obviously we’re pri-
oritizing the areas of
cleanup where the hos-
pital’s actually going to
be open,” Henson said.

While the operating
rooms are in progress,
Henson said it has not
yet been determined
what types of surgeries
will be performed there.

Infrastructure im-
provements

Major work is also un-
derway to bring the hos-
pital’s infrastructure up
to code. A new concrete
pad has been poured
near the former emer-
gency room for a liquid
oxygen tank, replacing a
brick enclosure that no
longer meets state re-
quirements. A spill pad
will be added, and the
tank will be installed
once the concrete cures
in two to three weeks.

“We decided to put
the pad down here”
near the old ER area
“and they actually just
poured concrete this
morning. We're going
to make what’s called
a spill pad in front of
that to connect with the
asphalt. Then as soon
as that’s complete, we
have to allow for two
to three weeks for it to
dry because it is a thick
pad. We already have a
liquid oxygen tank ac-
quired, so we just have
to wait for the right tim-
ing to actually drop it

EMS members, public safety and hospital officials met

Monday.

into place,” he said.

Ambulance access
will also be improved
by removing curbs near
the emergency room
bay and laying asphalt
in their place.

“We are going to take
out these curbs com-
pletely and get asphalt
to basically make this
a better area, an easier
area for EMS vehicles
to maneuver,” Henson
said. The asphalt will
extend to the edge of the
building, creating more
room for parking and
turnarounds.

Preparing for open-
ing

Inside, preparations
for the hospital’s re-
opening are steadily
progressing. Some pa-
tient beds have already
been delivered, with
additional furniture
on order. Flooring will
be stripped and resur-
faced, and ceiling tiles
will be replaced last.

“We had a life safety
inspector come in... he
was so excited that we
had all of the ceiling

tiles down still. He’s
like, ‘it makes my job 10
times easier.’ So, replac-
ing the rest of the ceil-
ing tiles will be the very
last thing that we do,”
Henson said.

The facility has al-
ready been inspected by
Patrick County Build-
ing Inspections Official
Jason Brown, the state
fire marshal, and other
authorities to ensure
compliance with safe-
ty standards. Braden
Health has also begun
the process of hiring
administrators, doctors,
and other essential staff
in preparation for re-
opening.
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Members of the P&HCC Caring Campus team celebrate the college’s gold certification. Front Row L to R: Shannon Farmer,

[

Amber Shelton, Kaylyn Gary, Val Dillard, Samantha Martin, Kim Dillard, Dr. Meghan Eggleston. Back Row L to R: Dr. Chris
Wikstrom, Patti Amos, Terrence Strickland, Bronte Miller, LaDonna Varner, JC Hazelwood.

P&HCC 1s now a Certified

LEGAL

Pursuant to the applicable pro-
visions of the Code of Virginia
Bureau of Alcohol Beverage
Control Board notice is hereby
given that Country Convenience
Market Inc. is now operating as
Country Convenience Market
LLC. This notice is posted Au-
gust 11, 2025.

Brenda H. Collins
President
Country Convenience Market LLC

LEGAL

quirements.

Phone: 276-629-2582

EEO/AA Employer

vDOT

Virginia Departrment of Transportation

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH
OPERATOR SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy
equipment owners to sign up for the rental of their equip-
ment with operators for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL pur-
poses in Martinsville Residency which includes the coun-
ties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during the winter of
2025-2026. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel, tire
chains, supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need
dump trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders, backhoes,
dozers, track loaders, tractors, rubbertire loaders and farm
tractors. All equipment shall be equipped for night work
and be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe and
dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to
determine acceptability of equipment size and condition
for the task. Contractors submitting prices meeting the re-
quirements of the Agreement may be contracted with and
may be eligible to receive a bonus payment and a mini-

mum guaranteed payment for the season.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic
M7B bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All
new and returning Contractors must be active in the Virgin-
ia eProcurement Portal (eVA) in order to do business with
the Commonwealth of Virginia (https://eva.virginia.gov ).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Thursday October
2, 2025 may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the EVA
posting for additional information, including contract re-

Questions can be directed to the Martinsville Residency
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday.

Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov

LEGAL

\vDO

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Gold-level Caring Campus

Patrick & Henry Community College (P&HCC) has earned Gold-level
Caring Campus certification from Institute for Evidence-Based Change
(IEBC).

The Caring Campus Initiative, developed by
TIEBC, is designed to create a college environment
that increases students’ sense of connectedness and
belonging and, in turn, completion of each student’s
education goals. The Caring Campus Initiative en-
gages P&HCC employees to create a Caring Cam-
pus that ensures they are deeply involved in stu-
dent success initiatives. It is particularly important
for students from historically underserved popula-
tions, students less familiar with college, non-ma-
jority students, students from low-income house-
holds, and first-generation students to feel welcome
and that they belong in college.

“This distinction reflects the college’s hard work
on creating and institutionalizing a culture of care.
As a Certified Gold-level Caring Campus, Patrick
& Henry Community College stands out as one of
a select group of institutions that demonstrate an
unwavering commitment to the principles of Caring
Campus, and through that a next-level commitment
to student success,” said Dr. BolaKing-Rushing,
IEBC associate vice president & Caring Campus

coach/facilitator.

Patrick & Henry began the Caring Campus ini-
tiative focused on greeting one another in a positive
manner & making PHamily members feel comfort-
able; wearing name badges to personalize all mem-
bers of the PHamily; being fully present, involved,
accessible, and approachable; making connections
on students’ behalf; and eliminating barriers by
helping to clarify practices. Following the initial im-
plementation, a faculty team was formed to further
develop the campus culture of care. The focal tenets
for this addition include engaging students at the
onset of the college course, learning and using stu-
dents’ preferred names, effectively communicating
course details, creating moments that matter, pro-
viding frequent assignments and evaluation, and
practicing situational fairness.

“Our hope is that, in living out our central com-
mitments on a daily basis individually and with in-
tention, we might be a positive catalyst for students
— both current and prospective — as well as each
other,” said Dr. Greg Hodges, P&HCC president.

Public Notice
Roadway Discontinuance

Public Hearing

Route 694 (Dogwood Road)
Patrick County

Monday, September 8, 2025, 6 p.m.
Patrick County Administration Building
Third Floor Board Room
106 Rucker Street,

Stuart, VA 24171

From: Intersection of Route 697 (Crossover Drive)
To: 0.06 mile east of Route 697 (Crossover Drive)
Length: 0.06 mile

In accordance with §33.2-908 of the Code of Virginia, the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) will offer
alternatives and consider public input regarding the
discontinuance of the segment of Route 694 (Dogwood Road)
in Patrick County as described above. This matter is being
considered upon request of the Patrick County Board of
Supervisors on behalf of the Patrick County School Board.

Citizens interested in giving written or oral comments may do
so at the public hearing. VDOT staff will be available to
discuss information regarding the proposed discontinuance.
Please contact Lisa Hughes with any questions at 276-629-
2582, 1-800-367-7623 or TTY/TDD 711.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title
VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need special
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact VDOT's Salem District Civil Rights at 540-
387-5552, 1-800-367-7623 or TTY/TDD 711.
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Smith River cleanup shows
impact of anti-litter programs

More than 40 vol-
unteers came out on
Saturday and gener-
ously gave their time
to remove close to 750
pounds of litter and
debris from the Smith
River and roadsides
during the Dan Riv-
er Basin Association
(DRBA) and Henry
County annual Smith
River Cleanup event
held on August 16.
Volunteers aged seven
to seventy, from both
Virginia and North
Carolina, gathered
Saturday morning at
the Monogram Foods
Smith River Sports
Complex, dividing into
groups with some peo-
ple choosing to clean
up on land, and others
paddling and picking
trash out of the river.
Everyone met back at
the Sports Complex for
a thank-you lunch and
prize raffle.

“For the past 16
years, DRBA has part-
nered with Henry

County for an annual
cleanup event, and ev-
ery person that lives,
works, and plays in our
community benefits
from the amazing job
these volunteers do,”
said Anna Wheeler,
DRBA’s Recreation and
Stewardship Manager.
“Every year we notice
a bit less litter on the
river, and that’s a good
thing. This year, we
saw it drop to almost
half of what we picked
up last year, and that
means the efforts of
DRBA, Henry County,
and other partners are
making a huge differ-
ence. Still, more than
700 pounds means we
have more work to do.”

“The clean-ups give
people a chance to work
together and make
some new friends while
giving back to the com-
munity. It's important
to note that most of
the trash and debris
is not dumped direct-
ly into a waterway but
gets there from roads,

Boxley volunteer group, including Stacy Barbour, Quarry Manager, and Keith Elliott from

DRBA.

and then storm drains
carry this debris into
the waterway,” noted
Wheeler.

The volunteers
worked from 9 a.m. to
noon in canoes, kayaks,
and on boats, while oth-
ers scoured the sides
of the roads along the
river. The appreciation
lunch was generously
donated by Boxley and
provided by Hugo’s
Restaurant and Bar.
Henry County, Star
News, Hugos, Brian
and Patty Williams,
Lisa Simons, Rooster
Walk, William MacK-
innon, and DRBA do-
nated raffle prizes. The
Smith River Sports
Complex donated the
use of tables and chairs
for the luncheon.

Garbage remov-
al was provided by
Henry County. Event
volunteers included
employees from local

companies, dozens of
concerned and car-
ing individuals who

live in both Virginia
and North Carolina,
and the Henry County
Adult Detention Center
Workforce.

“The Smith River is
not only a natural trea-
sure—it’'s a vital re-
source for Henry Coun-
ty,” said Tracy McKoy,
Henry County’s Beau-
tification Coordinator.
“Removing trash from
the river and roadways
protects our drinking
water, preserves our
local ecosystems, and
enhances the beau-
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Patty Williams and Lauren Appel cleaning up the Smith

River via canoe. Pictures courtesy of DRBA.

ty that draws visitors
and supports our econ-
omy. Clean water and
a clean community go
hand in hand, and the
Smith River Cleanup is
a crucial step toward a
healthier, more vibrant
Henry County.”

“The Smith River is
the source of drinking
water for thousands of
people who live in Mar-
tinsville and Henry
County and North Car-
olina,” added Wheeler.
“The river also provides
economic benefits to
our region when visi-
tors come to hike, pad-
dle, and fish. Keeping
our natural resources
protected and healthy
is good for everyone’s
health and our local
economy. These volun-
teers are true heroes.”

To learn more about
how you can help keep

our local waterways
clean and healthy for
future generations,
visit DRBA’s website,
www.danriver.org

The mission of the
Dan River Basin As-
sociation is to promote
and protect the natural
and cultural resources
of the Dan River basin
through education, rec-
reation, and steward-
ship. DRBA works to
fulfill that mission by
building river accesses
and trails, educating
people of all ages about
protecting our natural
resources, and protect-
ing our water resources
through water quality
monitoring, cleanups,
and master planning.
The Dan River basin
is 3,300 square miles,
including sixteen coun-
ties throughout Virgin-
ia and North Carolina.

Tips for a successful apple picking trip
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tions.

Even in regions that aren’t apple-growing

W . . .
Apple picking adventures can be fun and fruitful.

Visiting a local orchard and filling a basket
with fresh fruit is a quintessential fall tradi-
tion. Apple picking offers time outdoors in cool,
pleasant weather and provides plenty of fruit
for seasonal favorites like pies and cobblers.

According to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Economic Research Service, Washington
state 1s the nation’s top apple producer, fol-
lowed by New York and Michigan. In Canada,
apple cultivation dates to the early 1600s in
Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley. Today, Que-
bec, Ontario, New Brunswick and British Co-
lumbia are major producers.

Apples also are plentiful locally, and those
looking to pick their own have plenty of op-

hubs, many families can find local orchards
that offer pick-your-own opportunities. A lit-
tle preparation helps ensure a fun and fruitful
outing.

* Do some research. Check what orchards
are nearby, which apple varieties are available
and when they’re ripe. Call ahead before vis-
iting.

* Go early. Early in the season offers the
best selection, while mornings bring cooler
temperatures and lighter crowds.

* Dress for the orchard. Wear closed-toed
shoes and layers, since orchards can be muddy,
uneven and buggy.

+ Pick carefully. Roll or twist apples gently
upward. Ripe fruit will detach easily with the
stem intact. Yanking on the apples can dam-
age the tree and apples

* Check for bruises. Choose apples that are
firm and brightly colored. Leave behind those
with bruises or insect damage.

* Don’t overload. Pick only what you need
and avoid piling apples so high they bruise.
Plus, over-picking means that the apples may
spoil before they can be eaten.

After picking, store apples unwashed in a
cool, dark place to help them last longer.

ra AR PO i i
Hurricane season can be devastating. Learning about
these intense storms and how to respond is a benefit.

Hurricane
season facts and
preparation guide

With Hurricane Erin recently churning in
the Atlantic, experts note that the same warm
waters and balmy conditions that make sum-
mer appealing also fuel the powerful storms
that reach their peak this time of year.

Hurricanes are not exclusive to summer, but
their peak activity and formation tend to hap-
pen during late summer and early fall. This is
due largely to rising ocean temperatures, which
must reach 79.4 F (26.5 C) to a depth of at least
160 feet for a hurricane to develop. These tem-
peratures are commonly reached during the
summer and early fall in subtropical regions.
Warm, moist air also is a hallmark of hurricane
formation, which is a notable condition during
the summer.

Although hurricanes occur each year, there is
much about these powerful storms that many
may not know.

Where did the word “hurricane” origi-
nate?

The word hurricane comes from the Taino
Native American word “hurucane,” which
means “evil spirit of the wind.” This name
helped make sense of the storms, which feature
extremely strong winds.

Where do hurricanes begin?

Hurricanes begin as warm air over tropical
areas of the ocean, building strength by draw-
ing moisture from warm ocean waters.

What is the difference between a ty-
phoon, hurricane or cyclone?

These names refer to the same type of storm,
but vary depending on the region of the world
in which the storm occurs. “Hurricane” refers
to storms that form over the Atlantic Ocean.

When is hurricane season?

According to the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, the Atlantic hurricane
season begins June 1 and extends to November
30. In the East Pacific, the season runs from
May 15 to November 30.

How are hurricanes classified?

Hurricanes are classified by their strength
using the Saffir-Simpson Scale. Major (intense)
hurricanes fall into categories 3, 4 and 5. A cat-
egory 3 hurricane begins at wind speeds of 130
miles per hour.

Which state gets the most hurricanes?

Operation Blessing says Florida has had the
most hurricanes since record keeping began.
The majority of Florida stretches into warm
water, with the Gulf of Mexico on its western
side and the Atlantic Ocean on its eastern.

Do hurricanes affect Canada?

Hurricanes occasionally affect Canada, name-
ly on the Atlantic Ocean side of the country,
says Get Prepared, an emergency prepared-
ness site from the Government of Canada. On
rare occasions, remnants of tropical cyclones in
the Pacific can affect British Columbia.

What is the typical rainfall associated
with a hurricane?

A typical hurricane can dump six inches to a
foot of rain across a region.

When did hurricanes
named?

In 1953, the U.S. Weather Bureau started the
process of assigning women’s names to tropi-
cal storms. In 1979, men’s names were added.
The names used are in alphabetical order, but
exclude the letters Q, U, X, Y, and Z. Six lists
of names exist and are rotated every six years.
A name is retired from a list when the storm
causes so many deaths or so much destruction
that it would be insensitive to use the name
again. The World Meteorological Organization
oversees retiring hurricane names and choos-
ing new ones.

What was the most active hurricane sea-
son to date?

The National Hurricane Center identified 28
storms in 2005. There were so many storms
that all of the traditional storm names had
been used, and the last six storms were given
Greek letters. This is the storm season that
spawned Hurricane Katrina, which decimated
New Orleans.

How can I prepare for a hurricane?

Treat a hurricane like many other emergen-
cies, and make preparations ahead of the storm.
Fill totes with first aid kits, extra prescription
medication, nonperishable food, water, batter-
ies and battery-powered radio, cash, diapers,
baby formula, and important documents. A
household emergency plan, which may include
where to evacuate, if necessary, also is a good
idea.

begin being
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By Tom Perry

Private John M. Mec-
Bryde of the 1st South
Carolina Cavalry served
in the cavalry of J. E. B.
Stuart during the War
Between The States. He
was President of Virgin-
ia Tech from 1891 un-
til 1907. He was not the
only man who served
under Stuart who made
his way to Blacksburg,
Virginia. “John McLaren
McBryde, known as the
“Father of VPI,” laid the
foundation for modern
Virginia Tech. He in-
creased bachelor’s degree
offerings, added graduate
programs, created an in-
firmary, and christened
the motto Ut Prosim
(That I May Serve). He
encouraged the formation
and growth of student
activities and was at the
helm when the first foot-
ball team was formed
and the school colors of
orange and maroon were
adopted. In the Spring of
1982, I found myself in
the first floor auditorium
of McBryde Hall for a
class I had signed up for
per the recommendation
of Tom Smith, who lived
on the third floor of 9700
Foxridge Apartments Dr.
James I. Robertson, dJr.,
walked into the classroom
of 100 McBryde Hall at 9
am to teach his Civil War
History class, and my life
was changed forever.

I had Bud for two Civ-
il War classes and one
class called Representa-
tive Americans. Part of
the grade for the latter
was to teach the class
one day during the quar-
ter about a person from
American History. Again,
with apologies to Hokie
Nation, I chose Thomas
Jefferson. Never in my
life have I been more
mortified to stand up in
front of a group of people
and talk because I knew
that if I did not do a good
job, the sharp knife of
Robertson was waiting
to cut me into little piec-

Perry with Dr. James |. Robertson, Jr. at a fundraiser for the

Bassett Historical Center. Photo by Ruby Ann Davis.

es, eviscerate me. Until
then, talking in front of a
group of people terrified
me, a surprise no doubt to
those who hear me now,
but that day changed my
life too. If I can survive
talking in front of “Bud,”
no historical association
or civil war roundtable
will bother me. I sur-
vived, and now I think
nothing of getting up in
front of a group to talk
about history. This is be-
cause I know my subject,
and my confidence has
grown. I came to feel that
it was important to talk
about the history that in-
terested me.

I rekindled my inter-
est in Laurel Hill in the
late 1980s after having
Dr. James I. Robertson,
Jr. as a professor in the
largest Civil War class in
the nation and receiving
a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory from Virginia Tech
in December 1984. When
we first started raising
money to save Stuart’s
Birthplace, one of the
first people I called on for
help was Robertson, and
he never failed to step up
for J. E. B. Stuart.

On October 19, 1990,
Dr. James 1. Robert-
son, Jr. made the first of

many appearances for the
Birthplace at the Reyn-
olds Homestead in Critz,
Virginia. Among his com-
ments that night was, “In
these days when Civil
War sites are being devel-
oped and lost forever, it is
good to see Patrick Coun-
ty taking an interest in
preserving its past. The
Stuart birthplace proj-
ect 1s the most import-
ant historic project ever
undertaken in Patrick
County.” Dr. Robertson’s
lecture raised $1,300 for
the Birthplace, and the
evening was even more
special with the presence

of Burke Davis.
James 1. Robertson,
Jr., Alumni Distin-

guished Professor of His-
tory at Virginia Tech,
often speaks of Jackson
and Stuart’s common
heritage, both growing
up in the western moun-
tains of Virginia. Jackson
felt Stuart was the best
cavalryman he could call
on, and his confidence in
him never wavered. Both
were West Point gradu-
ates who were aggressive
and combative. Last, the
two men shared a deep
faith in God that affect-
ed everything they did on
and off the battlefield.

VISIT US ONLINE

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

Alfordalsto Puneats And Cremations With Updated Pacilitios

SMITH RIVER DISTRICT

- BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS ELECTION
TOWN HALL MEETING

FRIDAY, SEPT 26 | 6:30 TO 8:00PM |

Fairystone Church
82 Fairystone Church Lp, Stuart, VA

James I. Robertson, Jr., and Laurel Hill

James I. Robertson, Jr., as head of the Civil War Centennial, with President John F. Kennedy.

Bud came to Laurel
Hill to film a segment for
his Forgotten Battlefields
documentary about the
Civil War in Southwest
Virginia. By then, talking
in front of a camera was
not a problem for me or
my Danville native pro-
fessor. I donated all the
papers relating to Stuart
and the early days of the
Birthplace to Special Col-
lections in the Carol M.
Newman Library at Vir-
ginia Tech.

In 2011, I went back
to college. My professor
was retiring from teach-
ing the largest Civil War
class in the country after

With President Lyndon B. Johnson.

over half a century at
Virginia Tech. When Bud
came in, I spoke to him
briefly, and I was pleased
to see his eight-decade
old eyes light up and a
big smile, saying he could
not believe I would come
to class as I had nearly
thirty years earlier.
James I. Robertson, Jr.
wrote, “For Johnny Rebs
and Billy Yanks, Gettys-
burg was a test of what
soldiers can bring them-
selves to attempt and
what they can force them-
selves to endure. The ma-
jor lesson from that great
contest in Pennsylvania
is the unforgettable one

of men who demonstrat-
ed that they loved their
country more than they
loved their own lives.
We remember because it
would be profane to for-
get.”

James 1. “Bud” Robert-
son, Jr. died on Saturday,
November 2, 2019. The
last time I saw him was in
my mother’s hometown of
Augusta, Georgia, where
I was visiting family and
noticed he was speaking
to their Civil War Round
Table. He looked at me
and said, “What are you
doing here?” I told him
I had come for class. He
liked that!
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_CALLING ALL DRIVERS!

This year’s Derby will showcase drivers in four action-packed
classes, along with a special Powder Puff class for the ladies
& the always-fun Kids’ Power Wheels Derby!

POWER WHEELS

/

AGES 3-5 | AGES 6-10

Call Clyde Crissman at 276-694-4217 sarge-demo-derby.com
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