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A $7,000 donation from the Stuart Rotary Club will allow the Patrick County Food Bank to distribute turkeys in its
Thanksgiving boxes. From left: Austin Joyce, Jackie Denny, Anna Lester, B. Clark, Kristie Bentley, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Stuart
Hampton, Rhonda Pruitt, Shonda Queen, Denise Clark, and Alisha Denny.

Rotary donation allows food bank to
provide turkeys for Thanksgiving

By Taylor Boyd

Thanks to a $7,000 donation from the Stuart
Rotary Club, the Patrick County Community
Food Bank will be able to include turkeys to cli-
ents in its Thanksgiving food boxes this year.

Executive Director Rhonda Pruitt said the
nonprofit had initially planned to skip turkeys
due to rising costs and a drop in donations.

“We have $20,000 less in donations than last
year. We just didn’t have the funds to do that
and still remain financially stable for next year,”
she said.

Pruitt said the food bank spent more than
$7,000 last year on 450-500 turkeys and was
quoted $10,000 this year for the same quantity.

The Rotary Club’s donation came as a sur-
prise. “It was really a shock when they called
and said, ‘Hey, we want to present you with this
check,” she said.

In addition to turkeys, the Thanksgiving box-

es will include traditional items such as sweet
potatoes, mashed potatoes, and apple pie filling.

Food bank members are excited that the or-
ganization can continue to distribute turkeys
because the initial decision to not do it was a dif-
ficult one. “It’s one that we really didn’t like to
make, but it’s one that we felt we had to make
to survive. So now we're excited we can get what
we need and still be able to be okay for next
year,” Pruitt said.

She added the community’s response to the
decision to include turkeys also has been over-
whelmingly positive. “People on Facebook are
saying, ‘Thank God we live where we do.” It’s not
the first time we’ve heard that,” she said.

Rotary Club President Christie Bentley said
the donation was prompted by the food bank’s
Facebook post about not being able to provide
turkeys.

(See Rotary p. 3)

usps 523-500 $1.00

County launches
updated sponsorship
grant program

By Taylor Boyd

The Patrick County Office of Economic Devel-
opment & Tourism launched the updated Visit
Patrick Sponsorship Program, its tourism spon-
sorship grant application, on Oct. 14.

According to a media release, the program is a
reimbursable funding opportunity designed for
stakeholders seeking to create programs, proj-
ects, or events that attract visitors to Patrick
County.

“Each sponsorship will aim to foster partner-
ships between local tourism stakeholders, en-
couraging individuals to create experiences that
elevate community presence and support the lo-
cal economy,” the release states.

Priority will be given to applicants who can
demonstrate how their initiative will increase
visitation and exposure of Patrick County
through promotional efforts. Only one sponsor-
ship grant per year will be allocated to the same
project.

However, Tourism Manager Grace Cooper
said organizations hosting multiple, distinct
events may submit separate applications for
each event.

“Of course, every application will be evaluated
to determine funding. As long as it’s for separate
projects, they can submit applications even if it’s
from the same group,” she said.

Sponsorships are awarded on a yearly basis
and should not be considered an ongoing source
of funding. Applications are open for projects,
events, and programs scheduled between Jan. 1
and June 30. The deadline to apply is Friday,
Nov. 7.

Cooper said the revamped grant application
will give the county more flexibility to market
the program and hold workshops to guide appli-
cants through the process.

“We're really hopeful this will streamline our
application process and encourage new event
planners and nonprofits to submit applications.
This new program will be biannual, so we’ll

(See County p. 12)

Landmark Drive ownership
debate put on hold pending
planning commission review

By Taylor Boyd

The Stuart Town Council again
tabled discussions on assuming
ownership of a section of Landmark
Drive until the town’s planning
commission provides its recommen-
dation.

The planning commission is
scheduled to meet Oct. 21, and the
council will revisit the topic at its
Nov. 19 meeting.

Town Manager Bryce Simmons
and Town Attorney Christopher
Corbett supported waiting for the
commission’s input.

“I’'d feel more comfortable,” Cor-
bett said, noting the commission
will determine whether assuming
ownership aligns with the town’s
comprehensive plan and can an-
swer other questions the council
may have.

The topic was previously tabled
at the September meeting while the

ion.

said.

council sought Corbett’s legal opin-

“I have briefly talked to Chris
about this. There have been a lot of
questions about” the benefits for the
town in “taking over this road, and
ultimately, I've asked what’s best
for the town regarding the property
itself,” Simmons said.

Simmons said town ownership
could benefit potential developers
along the road by providing public
access to attractive properties.

“Just because it is adjacent to
some of the more attractive and
developable properties in town,” he

Assuming ownership would also
allow the town to establish an ease-
ment for future expansion of the
Mayo River Rail Trail from Land-
mark Drive across Woodland Drive
toward the Stuart Rotary Club

(See Landmark p. 4) | coverage. (By Pat Delaney)

VA250 Mobile Museum
attracts hundreds

The VA250 Mobile Museum drew hundreds of visitors during Saturday’s Apple Dumpling
Festival in downtown Stuart. The interactive, expandable exhibit offered guests a hands-on
look at 250 years of American history, highlighting Virginia’s role in the nation’s founding.
The museum’s visit was coordinated by Patrick County’s VA250 Committee alongside the
county’s tourism and economic development departments. See inside for more festival
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The Country Boys will headline the Patrick County Music Association’s (PCMA) show on
Saturday, Oct. 25, at the Patrick County High School auditorium. The event marks the return
of the monthly music series after a summer break and will also feature performances by
Tobacco Road and Twin Creek String Band. Doors open at 5 p.m., and music begins at 6

p.m.

PCMA shows to r

. By Taylor Boyd

line the night’s lineup.

ular,” Alley said.

group.

eturn Saturday

———— After a summer break, the Patrick
County Music Association’s (PCMA)
monthly shows will return Satur-
day, Oct. 25. The event will be held
at the Patrick County High School
auditorium, with doors opening at 5
p.m. and music beginning at 6 p.m.
PCMA President Denny Alley
said The Country Boys, a longtime
favorite at PCMA shows, will head-

Tobacco Road and Twin Creeks
String Band will also take the stage.
“Twin Creeks String Band — it
took me two years to book them.
They'’re from Ferrum and very pop-

While he’s unsure how to classify
their sound, Alley said audiences re-
ally enjoy their performances.

He described Tobacco Road, from
Mount Airy, N.C., as a bluegrass

“They have a girl that plays the
fiddle and sings like Alison Krauss.
They’ve got a good band,” he said.

The November show will be the
Veterans Appreciation Show, fea-
turing Harrison Ridge with special
guests Starlett & Big John.

Alley said the December show
will be the annual Sammy Shelor’s
Banjorama, sponsored by Hopkins
Lumber. It will feature the Lone-
some River Band along with about
a dozen other musicians.

Admission to all PCMA shows
is by donation. Concessions will
be available for purchase from the
Patrick County Shooting Education
Team, with proceeds supporting
firearm safety education for local
youth.

For more information or to watch
past performances, visit facebook.
com/PatrickCountyMusicAssocia-
tion.
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By Pat Delaney

Crowds packed downtown Stuart on Sat-
urday for the annual Apple Dumpling Festi-
val, which drew thousands of visitors under

clear blue skies and mild fall temperatures.
Families filled the streets to enjoy local food,
craft vendors, live music, and of course, the
festival’s signature apple dumplings. The

daylong event marked one of the biggest
turnouts in recent years, with perfect weath-
er making for a lively celebration of commu-
nity, fall flavor, and small-town charm.

Local school districts
among those to
receive grants

The Virginia Department of Education recent-
ly announced that a total of $12 million in School
Security Equipment Grants were awarded to 433
schools across 99 school divisions, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the Commonwealth’s ongo-
ing commitment to student and school safety.

Patrick County received $62,800 Blue Ridge
Elementary, Hardin Reynolds Memorial School,
Patrick County High, Patrick Springs Primary,
Stuart Elementary and Woolwine Elementary.

Henry County received $219,200 Axton Elemen-
tary, Mount Olivet Elementary, Rich Acres Ele-
mentary and Stanleytown Elementary.

Martinsville City was awarded $13,016 Albert
Harris Elementary and Patrick Henry Elementa-
ry.

This latest round of school security funding
brings the total enhanced security infrastructure
investments to $60 million since Governor Glenn
Youngkin took office in FY2022, with 1,132 public
schools benefiting across the Commonwealth. This
continued investment underscores Virginia’s ded-
ication to creating safe, secure, and vibrant learn-
ing environments for every student in Virginia.

“Every parent wants to know their child is safe
at school and these school security infrastructure
grants help make that promise real. By investing
in secure entrances, updated cameras, and mod-
ern safety systems, were giving teachers and
students the peace of mind to focus on learning
and families the confidence that their local pub-
lic schools are protected,” said Superintendent of
Public Instruction Emily Anne Gullickson. “The

By Ashlee Mullis

The Pride of Patrick County
traveled to Lord Botetourt on
Saturday, October 18 to com-

of PC ins and the Day

pete in the 28th Annual Cava-
lier Classic. They were named Drum Major, Percussion, Color
Band of the Day and 1st Place Guard, Marching, General Ef-
in Class in the 5A category. fect, and Music.
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They received 1st Place in

fact that 99 school divisions across the Common-
wealth received this support shows our shared
commitment to safer classrooms and stronger
communities. Protecting students is not a partisan
issue; it’s common sense and these funds will help
ensure Virginia public schools are equipped with
the tools they need to foster both safety and aca-
demic success.”

The 2025-2026 grants were awarded through a
competitive process, with eligible school divisions
receiving up to $250,000 each. Funding decisions
were based on a rigorous evaluation of need, prior-
itizing schools with higher offense rates, identified
equipment gaps, and limited local resources. Ap-
proved equipment includes:

* Voice and video internal communication sys-

tems

* Mass notification systems
+ Security card access and visitor ID badging
systems

+ Surveillance cameras and two-way radios

+ Security vestibules

* Interior and bus-mounted cameras

The 433 schools were awarded funds based on
a rank ordering of applications’ point total on the
competitive application criteria. The criteria de-
veloped by the Virginia Department of Education
and the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice
Services give priority to schools most in need of
modern security equipment, schools with relative-
ly high numbers of offenses, schools with equip-
ment needs identified by a school security audit,
and schools in divisions least able to afford secu-
rity upgrades.

School board discusses Patrick Promise

By Taylor Boyd

The Patrick County
School Board discussed
the Patrick County Ed-
ucation Foundation’s
(PCEF) Patrick Promise
program at its Oct. 15

meeting.
Schools  Superinten-
dent Jason Wood said the

division is proud to have
participated in raising
funds for the program
alongside the PCEF, the
Board of Supervisors,

and other community
partners.
“Graduating  seniors

starting with the class of
2026 can attend Patrick
& Henry Community
College free to the family
as a last-dollar balance.
So any high school stu-
dent wanting to attend,
once they complete fi-
nancial aid and schol-
arships, the PCEF and
Patrick County Promise
will pick up the tab,” he
said.

Wood said the pro-
gram levels the playing
field for Patrick County
students, allowing them
to complete their first

two years at P&HCC at
no cost.

At the official launch of
the Promise earlier this
month, Patrick County
High School Principal
Hope Perry invited four
graduating seniors to
the event without telling
them its purpose.

“Just hearing some
of the comments about
what a blessing this
will be for their fami-
lies. Some of them were
wondering if they’'d even
be able to afford to go to
community college, so it

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.

was just a great day and
a proud one for Patrick
County as a community,”
Wood said.
In other matters, the
board:
*Approved the 2025-
26 school-wide Exec-
utive Summary and
Comprehensive School
Support Plan as pre-
sented.
*Presented  Virginia
School Board Associa-
tion (VSBA) Academy
award certificates to
Chairman Amy Walk-
er of the Mayo River
District; Walter Scott
of the Smith River Dis-
trict; Lester Harrell of

Pets of the Week

Cain
Brandon is a wonderful, brindled mix. A waggly,

is a cute, young

sweet, quiet, three year old
Boxer mix. He has been at
the shelter since August,
waiting for a home.

happy, playful pup that
would be a super pet. He
has been at the shelter
since early August.

orris

Memorial Services
Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Vamad =

the Peters Creek Dis-
trict; and board clerk
Sara Leigh Collins.

*Heard an update on
school division proj-

Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

ects.
*Proclaimed October
as VSBA Bullying Pre-

vention Month.
*Approved the consent
agenda.

*Approved personnel
reports as amended.
*Approved the termi-
nation of Case Number
2025-2026-1.

All dogs and cats
deserve a permanent
loving home. Call the
Patrick County Pub-
lic Animal Shelter at
(276) 694-6259, vis-
it the shelter or their
Facebook page, to find
information about
these and other avail-
able pets in need of a
forever home. Adoption
fees are $10 and in-
clude spay/neuter and
vaccinations.

Check out the new

videos of many of
these dogs on the Blue
Ridge Animal Welfare
League Facebook page.
These are fantastic
pets. We also provide
pet food assistance and
are always in need of
pet food donations, es-
pecially cat food. Con-
tact blueridgeawl@
gmail.com for de-
tails. Visit the Blue
Ridge Animal Welfare
League website at
www.blueridgeawl.org.
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Flood preparedness fund
applications due Dec. 1

The Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation announced
the opening of the sixth round of
the Community Flood Preparedness
Fund.

Communities across the common-
wealth are invited to apply for $50
million in grants and $35 million in
loans to support flood mitigation proj-
ects that enhance community resil-
ience and reduce the impact of flood-
ing. A further $25 million in grants
are available for Coastal Storm Risk
Management and Flood Risk Man-
agement projects that have received
construction authorization from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Applications are due by 11:59 p.m.
on Dec. 1.

The fund was established to pro-
vide funding for hazard mitigation
and flood prevention projects to ad-
dress the growing threat from re-
current flooding, sea level rise and
extreme weather. The fund contin-
ues to prioritize projects that are in
concert with local, state and federal
floodplain management standards,
local resilience plans and the Virgin-
ia Coastal Resilience Master Plan.

Information about the fund, eligi-
bility rules, application procedures
and instructions can be found in
the fund’s grant manual posted on
the Community Flood Preparedness
Fund (CFPF) website: www.dcr.vir-
ginia.gov/cfpf.

All CFPF Round 6 applications
must be submitted through DCR’s
WebGrants Portal. A training video
demonstrating how to use the portal
is available on the CFPF website.

Since 2021, the Community Flood
Preparedness Fund has awarded
over $220 million to Virginia commu-
nities for innovative flood resilience
and mitigation projects. Through
these investments, communities are
better prepared to address the chal-
lenges of increasing flood risks.

The Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation, in coop-
eration with the Virginia Resources
Authority, administers the fund and
grant program. DCR oversees the
state’s floodplain management, flood
resilience planning and dam safety
programs and assists communities
with requirements related to the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program.

Fatal crash in Henry
County under investigation

A Patrick Springs woman died
last week in a two-vehicle crash,
and the Virginia State Police are
investigating.

Cinderella Williams Carr, 80,
was killed Thursday, Oct. 16, at
12:45 p.m. on A.L. Philpott High-
way near Preston Road.

According to the state police, a
2012 Ford Fusion driven by Carr

was leaving the Dollar General
parking lot and failed to yield
while making a left turn. The ve-
hicle was struck by a 2019 Mack
Granite truck traveling east on
the highway.

Carr, who was wearing her
seatbelt, died at the scene. The
truck driver was not injured.

No charges are pending.
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Blue Ridge Folklife Festival
Returns October 25

The Blue Ridge Folklife Festival
returns to Ferrum College on Sat-
urday, October 25, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. The 52nd annual festival will
celebrate the rich heritage and tra-
ditions of the Blue Ridge with mu-
sic, crafts, horse and mule contests,
coon dog competitions, vintage
tractors and cars, kids’ games, and
much more.

Advance tickets are $12 for adults
and $8 for seniors (55+) and youth
ages 6-15; children 5 and under are
free. Tickets purchased at the gate
will be $15 and $10, respective-
ly. Guests are encouraged to buy
tickets early to take advantage of
pre-sale pricing by visiting www.
blueridgefolklifefestival.com.

“Families and visitors can get the
best value with pre-sale tickets for
the 52nd annual Blue Ridge Folk-
life Festival, enjoying food, music,
crafts, animal contests, coon dog
races, antique cars and tractors,
and much more at a lower cost than
at the gate,” said Ferrum College
President Mirta Martin.

Produced by the Blue Ridge Insti-
tute & Museum of Ferrum College,
the festival is recognized as the
largest regional event of its kind in
Virginia. The New York Times has
called the festival “thoroughly au-
thentic,” and participants are the
real thing—sharing folk traditions
that have been part of their families
and communities for generations.

Rotary
(cont. from page 1)

“The Rotarians felt strongly
that they wanted to support the
Patrick County Food Bank and
help provide the turkeys for this
season,” Bentley said.

The club has a history of sup-
porting the food bank, but noted
this year the need is particularly
great. The club typically donates
around $1,000 annually, funding
efforts through events like the
Patrick County Agricultural Fair
and the Stuart Beach Music Fes-
tival.

“Thankfully it was a success-
ful fundraising year and we had
the funds available to do it when
the need presented itself,” Bent-
ley said. She noted the food bank
does a tremendous job with the
resources it has.

“I know it was a very tough
decision for them to decide they
weren’t going to be able to have
the funds to do that this year. I'm
glad that they posted it on Face-
book, and we had an opportunity
to respond,” she said.

To help with its funding situ-
ation, Pruitt said the food bank
started a GoFundMe page last
month. However, it had raised
$400 of its $25,000 goal by Oct. 8.

Pruitt said the group is also
considering a variety of fundrais-
ing events, including raffles and
a possible barbeque meal.

“We're just basically trying to
make up the money that we didn’t
get in donations this year so that
we can feel better about going
into next year ready to serve ev-
eryone again,” she said.

Pruitt believes the decline in
donations is caused by several
factors, including increased pric-
es.

“For just normal people who
go to work every single day and
those that get a Social Security
check - it’s hard to buy what you
need with the prices that we have
nowadays. So, I get it,” she said.

Several lifelong donors have
also passed away.

“We have a lady who used to

give us a couple hundred dollars
a month, and she’s in the nursing
home. So we don’t get that mon-
ey anymore. We have people that
will send us a check every month
of $25 here, $50 here, I mean that
all adds up and it makes a differ-
ence,” she said.

The food bank 1is receiving
$10,000 this fiscal year from Pat-
rick County. Those funds come in
$2,500 increments every quarter
of the year. Pruitt plans to re-
quest funding from the county
next year as well.

“The Town of Stuart has been
very forthcoming in previous
years, so we hope to attend a
Town Council meeting in the fu-
ture and propose it to them as
well,” she added.

In addition to the donations go-
ing to help those in need, Pruitt
said funds also help pay for the
group’s phone and light bills. “We
don’t get special rates because
we're a non-profit. We still pay
that just like the normal business
would do,” she said.

Pruitt said she feels blessed to
live in this area as the food bank
can count on the county and its
residents to help when possible,
as it receives donations from
churches, individuals, and busi-
nesses.

“It’s just right now it’s a strug-
gle” for everyone. “I mean I feel
like every time you go to the
grocery store it’s higher, and it
doesn’t matter where you go,” she
said.

She also added that the food
bank’s mission has grown more
urgent since the Disaster Relief
Food Ministry ceased deliveries
in the area and as SNAP restric-
tions tighten.

Those interested in donating or
volunteering can contact the food
bank at (276) 694-6300 or (276)
806-4152, or via email at Patrick-
CountyFoodBank@gmail.com.
More information is available on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Pat-
rickCoFoodBank.

Operation Christmas Child
drop-off locations opening soon

Volunteers are preparing to col-
lect Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts during National Col-
lection Week, Nov. 17 — 24. Nearly
5,000 drop-off locations will open
across the country in November,
and shoebox packers can find their
local drop-off locations in Virginia.

Since 1993, Operation Christ-
mas Child has been collecting and
delivering gift-filled shoeboxes to
children including many who are
suffering from war, poverty, disease
and disaster. Operation Christmas
Child hopes to reach another 12
million children in 2025 with the
hope of Jesus.

Shoebox packing is fun for indi-
viduals, families and groups! Find
a step-by-step guide on the How
to Pack a Shoebox webpage. The
project partners with local church-
es across the globe to deliver these
tangible expressions of God’s love to
children in need. Participants can
donate $10 per shoebox gift online
through “Follow Your Box” and re-
ceive a tracking label to discover its
destination.

“Samaritan’s Purse works around
the world to help people in need,
but it’s not about good works— it’s
about the Gospel,” said Franklin
Graham, president of Samaritan’s
Purse. “Please prayerfully consider
packing a shoebox this year with
Operation Christmas Child. These
simple gifts open the door for us to
share the true meaning of Christ-
mas.”

Participants can find the nearest
drop-off location and hours of oper-
ation as they make plans to drop
off their shoebox gifts. The online
lookup tool is searchable by City or
ZIP code. Signs at each location will
identify the drop-off.

Operation Christmas Child, a
project of Samaritan’s Purse, seeks
to demonstrate God’s love in a tan-

gible way to children in need around
the world and, together with the lo-
cal church worldwide, to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Since
1993, Operation Christmas Child
has collected and delivered more
than 232 million gift-filled shoe-
boxes to children in more than 170
countries and territories.

Local drop-off locations for Oper-
ation Christmas Child:

Stuart — Minnie’s Chapel

161 Minnie’s Chapel Loop, Stu-

art, VA 24171

Nov. 17-21, 6-8 p.m.

Nov. 22, 10 a.m.—noon

Nov. 23, 1-4 p.m.

Nov. 24, 8-10 a.m.

Stuart — Nettle Ridge Church

70 Nettle Ridge Loop, Stuart, VA

24171

Nov. 17-18, 5-7 p.m.

Nov. 19, 7-9 p.m.

Nov. 20-21, 5-7 p.m.

Nov. 22, 10 a.m.—noon

Nov. 23, 1-5 p.m.

Nov. 24, 8-10 a.m.

Meadows of Dan — Meadows
of Dan Baptist Church

2511 Jeb Stuart Highway, Mead-

ows of Dan, VA 24120

Nov. 17-19, 2—4 p.m.

Nov. 20-21, 5-7 p.m.

Nov. 22, 10 a.m.—noon

Nov. 23, 1-3 p.m.

Nov. 24, 9-11 a.m.

Woolwine — Woolwine Meth-
odist Church

10205 Woolwine Highway, Wool-

wine, VA 24185

Nov. 17-21, 5-7 p.m.

Nov. 22, 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Nov. 23, 5-7 p.m.

Nov. 24, 10 a.m.—noon

For more drop-off locations, visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ.

For information on how to pack a
shoebox, visit samaritanspurse.org/
operation-christmas-child/pack-a-
shoe-box.

DAR chapter explores 250th
anniversary of U.S. Navy

The 250th Anniversary of the Unit-
ed States Navy was the topic for the
program at the October meeting of the
Abram Penn Chapter NSDAR. Chap-
ter member Racquelle Snow led the
program which highlighted the early
history of the Navy, a lesson on battle
groups and US Presidents who served
in the Navy. Snow’s husband, Joshua,
served twenty years in the Navy as a
submariner.

Founded in 1890, the DAR is a
non-profit, non-political ~volunteer
women’s service organization dedicat-
ed to historic preservation, education
and patriotism. Any woman at least
18 years old who can prove direct
lineal descent from a patriot of the
American Revolution is eligible for
membership. Contact Ann McCon-
nell at nammcconnell@yahoo.com for
more information.

Thank you for reading

FOR MORE, VIO THE ENTERPRISE AT WWW.THEENTERPRIGENET,
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VA250

Letters to the Editor

The United States is

approaching its 250th
birthday in 2026.

In the run up to next
July 4th, there are a se-
ries of 250th birthday or
anniversary events in
American and Virgin-
ian history that are also

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

worth celebrating.

Recently, 1 attended
an event hosted by the VA250 Com-
mission, an initiative created by the
Virginia state legislature to com-
memorate historical events from the
American Revolution era.

The site location of the VA250 Com-
mission event was at the Volvo Truck
Plant in Dublin, Virginia.

The reason for this was because
Volvo Trucks donated a brand new
top-of-the-line VNL Volvo truck to
the Commission. The donated truck
will be used to haul a mobile museum
as the Commission works to continue
their public education and engage-
ment efforts throughout the Com-
monwealth.

The mobile museum will help shed
light on numerous events in Virginia
history, particularly the formation of
the nation.

A second mobile museum is in the
works and will help draw attention to
Western Virginians’ contributions to
the American Revolution.

Of course, one of the greatest fig-
ures from our region is none other
than General Andrew Lewis.

I make it an annual routine to hon-
or Lewis when we reach October 10th.

October 10, 1774, marks the fa-
mous battle between Lewis’ men and
the Native American tribal nations,
primarily the Shawnee led by Chief
Cornstalk.

In what i1s now modern-day West
Virginia, Lewis and his forces tri-
umphed at the Battle of Point Pleas-
ant! Their victory is credited for
bolstering Virginia’s defenses, par-
ticularly as it came to the brewing
American Revolutionary War.

Defeating the Shawnee opened up
critical access for settlement expan-
sion west of the Appalachian Moun-
tains.

Figures like Daniel Boone, who
leading up to the battle was in charge
of supplies for Lewis, would help
guide groups through the mountain
range and facilitate settlements in
the Kentucky territory of Virginia
and in parts of Tennessee.

Such settlements allowed the colo-
nies and their forces to bolster their
defenses from their Western flank
as the ongoing feud with the British
Crown grew.

When conflict erupted and the Rev-
olutionary War started, Virginia’s
forces responded.

The Overmountain Men were one
such unit, consisting of frontiersmen
from Abingdon and the surrounding

area.

The colonies needed help from the
Overmountain Men to counter Lord
Cornwallis’ lieutenants and challenge
the British army’s stronghold in the
South.

Accordingly, the Overmountain
Men marched south. One of their
starting points was the Abingdon
Muster Grounds.

On October 7, 1780, the Overmoun-
tain Men fought valiantly in the Bat-
tle at Kings Mountain in South Car-
olina. They delivered a blow to the
British and helped secure part of the
South. Thomas dJefferson described
the victory as “The turn of the tide of
success.”

As a result of the defeat, Cornwal-
lis had to readjust his army’s strategy
in the southern colonies, eventually
resorting to a path that took him to
Yorktown, Virginia.

There are other noteworthy October
events to celebrate from this famous
period of American history. We just
recently celebrated the birth of the
U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps!

October 13, 1775, is when the Con-
tinental Navy and the Continental
Marine Corps were founded.

The Second Continental Congress
established these vital organs of the
U.S. military to help the colonies
combat the superior naval force of the
British Empire, considered by many
as the preeminent and most powerful
naval force of that period.

The British Navy totaled over 250
vessels of all sizes!

Nonetheless, it did not intimidate
the American colonists and their na-
scent Continental Navy!

The Continental Navy, led by Cap-
tain John Paul Jones, dispatched sev-
eral fleets in combat.

The Continental Navy’s actions
were not limited to the shores of
America. We took the battle to Brit-
ain’s very own backyard!

One such notable event is the Bat-
tle of Flamborough Head in 1779.

While the official impacts of the
battle were disputed, Jones captured
the British HMS Serapis. Not only
did this action incense British lead-
ers, but proved that American forces
were more capable than previously
perceived.

The heroic actions by Jones during
the War earned him respects from
the 1787 Continental Congress. The
Congress awarded Jones a gold med-
al in honor of his “valor and brilliant

Endorsement for Rick Swink - Smith River District

I am writing to express my full
support for Rick Swink, candidate
for the Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors, representing the Smith
River District.

Rick Swink is a man of integrity,
responsibility, and quiet strength.
As a self-employed professional
who works full, productive days, he
knows the value of hard work and
personal accountability. His finan-
cial responsibility and strong work
ethic will serve our county well,
particularly when it comes to mak-
ing sound decisions about budget-
ing and resource management.

What truly stands out about Rick
is his genuine desire to listen to the
people he hopes to represent. He is
nonjudgemental, respectful of dif-
fering viewpoints, and committed to
working with the community - not
above it. He believes the voices of

Smith River residents should be in-
cluded in every decision that affects
them, and he will make sure those
voices are heard.

Rick is not someone who simply
says what people want to hear. He’s
thoughtful, honest, and grounded.
While he may not be the most out-
spoken candidate, he is not afraid
to speak up for what he believes is
right. That kind of quiet, principled
leadership is exactly what Patrick
County needs right now.

I believe Rick Swink will be a
steady, thoughtful and fair repre-
sentative for the Smith River Dis-
trict. I encourage my fellow citi-
zens to consider his character, his
work ethic, and his commitment to
our community when casting their
votes.

Crystal Harris,

Woolwine

It’s all about trust

Abigail Spanberger’s campaign for
the Virginia governorship mirrors
Kamala Harris’s and Joe Biden’s
campaigns for the Presidency. Like
Biden, Spanberger claims to be a
political moderate, or “pragmatic
moderate” to use her campaign jar-
gon. While in Congress, she wrote
legislation that allows teachers to
not inform parents of children who
are considering changing sexes.
This is hardly a moderate position.
Refusing to call for the withdrawal
of Jay Jones from the Virginia At-
torney General’s race is also hardly
moderate given the overwhelming
evidence that Jones advocates vi-
olence to change voters’ minds. In
essence, Spanberger has chosen to
support her party over the safety of
Virginia voters. During her one and
only debate with Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Winsome Sears, Spanberger
resorted to using word salads, like
Kamala Harris, when moderators
asked for a yes or no answer to their
questions about biological men us-
ing women’s locker rooms. This
happened not once, but four times.
During the debate, Spanberger also
avoided answering Sears’s ques-
tions about how Spanberger would
like 1t if her daughters had to share
a locker room with naked biological
men. In sharp contrast, Sears gave
open answers to questions posed by
the moderators.

Spanberger advocates banning
the sale and use of firearms mag-
azines of over ten round capacity
for anyone who is not in law en-
forcement or the military. Appar-
ently, while functioning as a law

enforcement officer (postal investi-
gator), she didn’t learn that when
citizens are assaulted by multi-
ple criminals, they have to defend
themselves adequately before the
police arrive to help. She has also
not kept up with recent crime sta-
tistics, which indicate that home
invasions are increasingly commit-
ted by multiple assailants, again
necessitating more rounds required
for self-defense. Spanberger’s oppo-
nent learned different lessons when
she carried a rifle while serving as a
Marine. Sears is for law-abiding cit-
izens being adequately able to de-
fend themselves and their families.

Unlike Biden or Harris, Span-
berger has had CIA operations
training. As a CIA case officer, her
job was to convince people to betray
their country by bribing, extorting,
or stroking their egos with lies. In
the past, it could have been argued
that this training wouldn’t disqual-
ify her. As an Independent voter,
I am uneasy. Given the current
far-leftist takeover of the Democrat-
ic Party, I am uneasy about voting
for someone trained in an organiza-
tion with a history of toppling gov-
ernments and perfecting the arts of
misinformation, propaganda and
psychological warfare.

Not only is Abigail Spanberger not
equipped to deal with a campaign
debate, she is not equipped for the
job of running Virginia. Spanberger
is just too shifty. It all comes down
to trust. Winsome Sears has earned
our trust.

Joe Cadrin,

Stuart

services.”
These monumental feats helped
shape the founding of our country. I

look forward to sharing more stories
like these as we get ready for Ameri-
ca’s 250th birthday.
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“As far as any financial benefit, I don’t think it
would provide any. It wouldn’t provide revenue for
the town. It would be a maintenance cost. But right
now, it’s a private road that essentially serves a
public function,” Simmons said. “That’s just my in-
terpretation in looking at the route itself.”

However, Corbett said that’s why the council
needs to make the decision.

“They may take the same trip I did and come
back with a, ‘You know, developers need to know
about this because there will be interest,” Corbett
said.

After last month’s meeting, Simmons said he also
met with a resident who lives at the intersection of
Woodland and Landmark drives.

“He informed me that he has a recorded ingress
and egress easement for access to the back of his
property. This is just information that I wanted
to provide to council, that there would be another
easement associated with taking over that road ac-
cess,” he said.

Mayor Terry Dalton asked if the resident would
be able to develop his property and still have access
to Landmark Drive if the town decides not to pur-
chase it.

“He can buy the road,” Simmons answered.

Dalton asked if the resident could access his prop-
erty if use of Landmark Drive was not available.

“That’s a ‘his’ problem not an ‘us’ problem,” coun-
cil member Erica Wade said.

Noting that the road is currently owned by the
Williams family, Wade added there’s a shared ease-
ment for most of the residents along Landmark.

“If the property is truly abandoned, and I've come
across this only in a couple of situations where
there was a state right-of-way, that the state had
no interest in maintaining from then on out, and
they truly abandoned the property. It typically goes
back to the local government,” Simmons said.

Corbett concurred.

jobs, Simmons asked if the road parcel would revert
to the town even if council chose not to purchase it
if the property owner decides to truly abandon the
property.

Corbett noted he hadn’t seen the property’s plats
or knew where the boundary lines are located.

From his experience working in county govern-
ment, Vice-mayor Dave Hoback said when the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) would
abandon rights-of-way they would typically revert
back to the adjacent property owners.

“But even then, that gets into the lines of like a
prescriptive easement ..., but the property line goes
to the sale of the road,” Simmons said.

Hoback thinks this situation might be different
since it’s a private road instead of a public right-
of-way.

Simmons added the road is deeded as a separate
parcel.

“There is a 50-foot right-of-way that includes the
road that is its own separate parcel,” he said.

If abandoned by the current property owner,
Wade said she thinks it would be put up for a tax
sale like other properties.

“This doesn’t even follow VDOT rules because it
is a private road. I don’t think the locality would
ultimately get it unless we bought it at auction,”
Wade said.

In other matters, the council:

*Scheduled a public hearing Nov. 19 on VML/
VACo Finance team and procurement of funds for
filter backwash improvements.

*Discussed the upcoming Spooktacular on Fri-
day, Oct. 31, on Main Street.

*Heard updates on the Stuart Downtown Revital-
ization Project and public works projects.

*Discussed town employees obtaining Commer-
cial Driver’s Licenses (CDL).

*Reviewed town policy, approved meeting min-
utes, and paid bills as amended.
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Patrick Pioneers

Hosea  and  Sarah
Young Puckett

By Beverly Belcher
Woody

This week, we bring
to a close—at least for
now—our ongoing series
on the children of Ja-
cob and Sarah Marshall
Puckett. We end with the
story of their fifteenth
child, Hosea Puckett,
and his devoted wife,
Sarah Ann Young. We
may return later to ex-
plore the lives of the re-
maining Puckett children
whose stories still whis-
per through the hollows
and ridges of Patrick and
Carroll Counties.

Hosea Puckett was
born on April 13, 1842,
into the bustling and
faith-filled household of
Jacob and Sarah Mar-
shall Puckett. On Feb-
ruary 21, 1861, as the
clouds of war gathered
over a divided nation,
young Hosea married
Miss Sarah Ann Young
in Carroll County, Vir-
ginia. The ceremony was
performed by Preacher
Thomas Vass. Sarah was
the daughter of Benja-
min and Jane Carson
Young of Patrick Coun-
ty—a union that joined
two strong and deep-root-
ed mountain families.
The couple set up house-
keeping near Pilot View
Church, at the foot of
Groundhog Mountain.

Later that same year,
in November of 1861, Ho-
sea and Sarah celebrated
the arrival of their first
child, William Taylor
Puckett. But before long,
duty called. On March
10, 1862, Hosea enlisted
at Patrick Court House,
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Falus and Mabel Bolt Puckett, from Hilda Vivier

ment on the Confederate
side. His service record
lists his age as twen-
ty-one. By November of
that same year, he was
marked as absent with-
out leave (AWOL)—a
term that may not reflect
desertion, but the crush-
ing grief and hardship
surrounding his family
during those dark days
of war.

Between 1862 and
1864, sorrow struck the
Puckett family with un-
imaginable force. Within
just two years, Hosea lost
six of his brothers to war
or to the hardships of the
time:

Churchill Puckett
(1833-1862) —  died
March 30, 1862, in Car-
roll County.

Kelsey Puckett (1830—
1862) — died April 5,

1862, at the Russell
County Courthouse, Vir-
ginia.

Jubal Puckett (1850—
1862) — died September
27, 1862.

Doctor Floyd Puck-
ett (1836-1863) — died
March 28, 1863.

Lewis Puckett (1827—
1863) — died in Ohio later
that same year.

George Washington
Puckett (1836-1864) —
lost his life in 1864 and
rests in Hollywood Ceme-
tery, Richmond, Virginia.

In the midst of such
sorrow, new life brought
healing. Hosea and Sar-
ah’s daughter, Elizabeth
J. Puckett, was born on
June 13, 1863, in Patrick
County. Together, Hosea
and Sarah would wel-
come eleven children who
lived to adulthood, and
one infant who tragically

ett married Miss Emma
Stanley. He lived around
Gladys, West Virginia,
about 1908, and by 1910
resided in Dry Fork, Ran-
dolph County, West Vir-
ginia. He passed away in
March 1920 in Allegany
County, Maryland.

Elizabeth J. Puckett
married Benjamin Ellis
Bowman (1857-1943)
on October 13, 1883, in
Patrick County, Virginia.
Elizabeth and Benjamin
raised a couple of chil-
dren in Carroll County,
Virginia.

Eli  Alonzo Puckett
married Rosabelle Mar-
shall (1871-) on dJanu-
ary 17, 1888, in Carroll
County, Virginia. Eli and
Rosabelle raised at least
seven children.

Ulysses Grant Puckett
married Towa M. Smith
(1871-1929) on Janu-
ary 15, 1889, in Patrick
County. Ulysses support-
ed his large family of at
least nine children by
running a sawmill in Ar-
arat, Virginia.

Walter Staples Puck-
ett married Ruby King
Cranford, a young wid-
ow, in the fall of 1896.
Ruby was the daugh-
ter of Albert King and
Matilda Norman King
of Ararat. Her first hus-
band, Alison Cranford,
son of William and Su-
san Dunkley Cranford,
had passed away at only
twenty-three. Walter and
Ruby raised five sons.

Hosanna Puckett mar-
ried William Walker Mar-
shall of Carroll County
on July 16, 1891, in Pat-
rick County. The couple
later moved their eight
children to Green Bank,
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Hosea and Sarah Young Puckett, photo from Hilda Vivier

Virginia, where William
worked as a mechanic
and Hosanna worked as
a photographer. What an
interesting life that must
have been for a woman
working in a trade that
was in its’ infancy at a
time when most women
did not work outside the
home! Hosanna passed
away on September 23,
1956, at age 82.

Barbra married
George Cabel Marshall
(1878-1941) who was
the brother of William
Walker Marshall on De-
cember 5, 1899, and lived
in the Dan River district,
Patrick County, Dbefore
moving to Cumberland,

Maryland, where she
died in 1963.
Rutherford Hayes

Puckett married Clara
Hussey (1877—-) on June
21, 1899, in Marshall,
Towa. He later married
Maude Fern Hamilton
(1895-) on September 2,
1920, in Clarke County,
Towa. He died on July
2, 1930, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, and was bur-
ied in Davis City, Deca-
tur County, Iowa.

Falus Penn Puckett
married Mabel Clara
Bolt (1886-1978) on Oc-
tober 26, 1903, in Surry
County, North Carolina.

Their granddaughter,
Hilda Stanley Vivier,
shared treasured memo-
ries of her grandparents:

“My grandfather was
Falus Penn  Puckett
(1883-1951), the tenth
child of Hosea and Sarah,
and my grandmother was
Mabel Clara Bolt (1886—
1978). They married in
1903—he was twenty;
she was seventeen. They

died shortly thereafter.
My mother, Audrey Lula,
was their fourth child.

After marrying, my
grandparents moved to
West Virginia, where
their first child, Serle,
was born in Durbin. They
then moved to Dyer, In-
diana, where my mother
and two other children
were born. My grand-
mother had siblings who
had moved from Lau-
rel Fork to Indiana, and
that’s what drew them
there. I often wonder
how they traveled. These
were people who had nev-
er been anywhere—how
did they manage? They
returned around 1910
and lived out their days
not far from Hosea’s old
home.”

In 1940, Falus and Ma-
bel lived in the Laurel
Fork District of Carroll
County, Virginia, where
he worked in the grocery
business. Falus passed
away the following year
on July 6, 1951, in Hills-
ville, Carroll County.

Maude Evelyn Puckett
married dJohn William
Weddle (1876-1967) on
September 28, 1901, in
Patrick County and they
had several children.
Maude passed away
on October 22, 1961, in
Hillsville, Virginia.

Patred Matthew Puck-
ett married Ina C. Mar-
shall (1883-1945) on
January 3, 1906, in Car-
roll County. Patred and
Ina raised several chil-
dren on Bell Spur Gap
Road and later Pilot View
Road in Patrick County.
Patred later died on Feb-
ruary 18, 1954, in Mount
Airy, North Carolina.

Hosanna Puckett Marshall,

the photographer,
from Hilda Vivier

(1842-1913) and Sarah
Young Puckett (1841-
1919) reflect the un-
breakable spirit of Pat-
rick County’s mountain
families—men and wom-
en who worked hard,
loved deeply, and rebuilt
after war and loss. Their
children and grandchil-
dren spread across Vir-
ginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, Iowa, Indiana,
and beyond, carrying the
Puckett name and legacy
into new generations.
Though this chap-
ter concludes with our
present look at the chil-
dren of Jacob and Sarah
Marshall Puckett, their
stories still echo across
our Blue Ridge valleys—
testaments to courage,
faith, and family. Each
one adds another thread
to the tapestry of Patrick
County’s past, woven by
hands that endured and
hearts that remembered.
Thank you so much to
Hilda Stanley Vivier for
the information and pho-
tographs for this story.
For questions, comments,
or ideas for a story, con-
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died only a few days after
birth.
William Taylor Puck-

Virginia, as a Private in
Company I of the 24th
Virginia Infantry Regi-

had twelve children, in-
cluding twin sons who
were either stillborn or

Pocahontas County, West
Virginia, and by 1920
were in Durbin, West

Through hardship,
heartbreak, and endur-
ance, the lives of Hosea

tact Woody at rockcas-
tlecreekl1@gmail.com or
276-692-9626.

By Russell Gloor, National Social Secu-
rity Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the
non-profit arm of the Association of Mature
American Citizens

Ask Rusty — How Do I Navigate the So-
cial Security Maze?

Dear Rusty: I am a woman, turning 65 this
October (2025). It seems that deciding when to
claim Social Security is complicated. I would
like more information to navigate through
this maze. Thank you. Signed: Ready to Claim

Dear Ready: Deciding when to claim Social
Security can be challenging, but we hope to
make it a bit easier for you. You can, of course,
call us at any time to speak to one of our cer-
tified Social Security Advisors, but I’ll share
some pertinent information here as well.

Be aware that at age 65, you have not yet
reached your Social Security (SS) full retire-
ment age (FRA). Born in1960, your FRA is
age 67, and that is when you can get 100% of
the SS benefit you’ve earned from a lifetime
of working. If you claim SS at age 65, your
monthly amount will be reduced by about
13.3% from your age 67 entitlement (a perma-
nent reduction). If you wait a bit more and
claim at age 66 the reduction would be about
6.7%. To get 100% of your “primary insurance
amount” you should wait until age 67 to claim.
Note you can also wait longer than your FRA
and earn Delayed Retirement Credits up to
age 70, when your monthly amount would be
about 24% more than your FRA entitlement.

If you are still working, at age 65 you will
also be subject to Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET) which limits how much
you can earn when collecting SS benefits be-
fore your full retirement age. The earnings
limit for 2025 is $23,400 (changes annually)
and if you earn more than that, SS will take
away $1 in benefits for every $2 you are over
the limit. There is also a special rule for the
first calendar year you are collecting early
benefits, which will result in you not getting
benefits for any month your work earnings
are more than $1950 after your early benefits
start. So, if you claim SS at age 65 and con-

Social Security Matters

tinue to work, you won’t get any SS benefits
in any 2025 month thereafter that you earn
more than the monthly limit (unless your to-
tal annual; 2025 earnings are less than the
annual limit). FYI, the earnings limit no lon-
ger applies once you attain your full retire-
ment age.

In the end, deciding when you should claim
Social Security should consider your need for
Social Security money, your life expectancy,
your plans for working, and your marital sta-
tus. If you are (or were) married, you might
be eligible for a spousal (or ex-spouse) bene-
fit. You may also want to peruse the Social
Security Q&A section at our website www.
SocialSecurityReport.org. So, as you have al-
ready discerned, deciding when to claim So-
cial Security can be confusing, but we are al-
ways here to assist you as needed. You can

either call us directly at 1.888.750.2622 or
emalil your specific Social Security questions
to us at SSAdvisor@amacfoundation.org. In
either case, we will be most happy to help you
decide when to claim, based on your unique
personal circumstances.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the National
Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Local tourism programs
receive state marketing grants

Tourism programs in Martinsville and Patrick
County are among 104 recipients statewide of more
than $625,000 in matching grants announced by
Gov. Glenn Youngkin to strengthen off-peak travel
and promote Virginia as a year-round destination.

The Patrick County Tourism Office received a
$5,000 grant through the Vacation Starts with
Virginia program for its “Patrick County Vacation
Starts with VA Influencer” campaign.

In Martinsville, the Virginia Museum of Natural
History Foundation was awarded $10,000 through
the VA250 Marketing Leverage Program to sup-
port “Celebrating 250 Years of Natural History in
Virginia.”

The West Piedmont Planning District Commis-
sion, on behalf of the Mountain Spirit Trail Com-
mittee, received $2,720 through the Microbusiness
Marketing Leverage Program for Phase 3 of the
“Mountain Spirit: Virginia’s Moonshine Heritage
Trail” project.

Statewide, the $627,877 in awards are funded
through three Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC)

programs: the Microbusiness Marketing Leverage
Program, the VA250 Tourism Marketing Program,
and the Vacation Starts with VA DMO MMLP
Co-op Program. Local partners matched the VI'C
grants with more than $729,000 in additional fund-
ing, generating over $1.3 million in new marketing
initiatives.

“Virginia’s recent record-breaking tourism num-
bers reflect the strength and potential of this indus-
try to drive economic growth across the Common-
wealth,” Youngkin said. “These grants will expand
that impact by helping destinations and small busi-
nesses market themselves more effectively, thrive
during the shoulder season, and welcome travelers
year-round.”

Each program is designed to help destinations
and small tourism-related businesses amplify mar-
keting efforts during the slower travel months, fos-
ter partnerships, and encourage longer visitor stays
that boost local economies.

For more information about VI'C’s grant pro-
grams, visit vatc.org/grants.
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Cross Country Members Win Meet

By Ashlee Mullis

The PCHS Cross
Country teams com-
peted at Carroll Coun-
ty on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 15. Greely Terry
won the boys’ varsity
race with a time of
17:44. Cameron Rakes
won the girls’ varsity
race for Patrick Coun-
ty with a time of 22:44.
Patrick County’s Callie
Wood, Emma Purdy
and Lexus Owen also
finished inside the top
5.

The PCHS Cross
Country teams will
compete in the James
River District Cham-
pionship on Tuesday,
October 21 at Green-
field Recreation Park
in Troutville, Virginia.

+

Greely Terry and Cameron Rakes were the winners of the
boys and girls race, respectively.

JV Volleyball Wins Two More
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Meredith Wood serves for the Cougars in the win.

By Ashlee Mullis
On Tuesday, October
14, the JV Lady War-

rior Volleyball Team
defeated Martinsville
at home, in two sets

with scores of 25-13
and 25-11. Bailey
Thompson led the way
with 7 kills, 3 digs, and
2 aces. Sheyan Les-
ter added 5 kills, and
Addy Foley had 5 as-
sists. Meredith Wood
had 16 assists, 5 aces,
and 3 digs.

On Thursday, Oc-
tober 16, the Cougars
traveled to Glenvar,
winning in two, 25-12
and 25-15. Thomp-
son had 5 kills, 13
digs, and 5 aces on
the night. Madi Mar-
tin had 8 Kkills. Reese
Horton had 5 kills, 5
digs, and 4 aces. Lester
added 5 kills, Kaylene
Garcia had 5 digs, and
Wood added 21 assists
and 4 aces.

The JV Cougars are
16-1 in the season.
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Early Exit at Talladega

For the first two Stages of Sunday’s
YellaWood 500 at Talladega Super-
speedway, Josh Berry was wheeling a
blazing-fast eero Ford Mustang Dark
Horse.

After starting sixth, Berry took the
lead from polesitter Michael McDow-
ell on the second lap and went on to
lead six more times for a total of 27
laps. Even when the No. 21 wasn’t out
front, it was a fixture inside the top 10
— and often among the top five.

Near the end of Stage 1, Berry
avoided a large multi-car crash and
pitted just before the end of the 60-
lap segment. He restarted the second
Stage from third and immediately
retook the lead, but mechanical is-
sues soon began to take their toll.
His promising day came to an early
end shortly after the start of the final
Stage, leaving him with a 33rd-place
finish.

Despite the disappointment, Ber-
ry’s performance added to an impres-
sive stat line. His 27 laps led at Tal-

ladega pushed his season total to 207
— the most for the No. 21 team since
Ryan Blaney led 301 laps in 2017, and
the second most since 1982 when the
late Neil Bonnett led 412.

Berry and the Wood Brothers Rac-
ing team now turn their focus to Mar-
tinsville Speedway for next Sunday’s
Xfinity 500 — but before that, the
team will host its 75th Anniversary
Fan Day on Friday, Oct. 24, from 2
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Wood Brothers
Racing Museum in Stuart, Va.

The celebration will feature driv-
er appearances, Q&A sessions, au-
tograph opportunities, raffle prizes,
trivia, giveaways and more. Nine driv-
ers are expected to attend, including
Berry, Donnie Allison, Trevor Bayne,
Ryan Blaney, Harrison Burton, Dale
Jarrett, Paul Menard, Elliott Sadler
and Michael Waltrip.

The museum is located at 21 Perfor-
mance Drive, Stuart, VA 24171. For
more details and a full schedule of
events, visit woodbrothersracing.com.

10/28 TBD
10/31 7pm

Cross Country
Football

PCHS Sports Schedule

The Patrick County High School Cougars Sports
Schedule for the week of October 27 - November 1:
at Greenfield Rec Park (Troutville)
vs James River
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By Pat Delaney

The Cougars got back
into the win column Fri-
day night with a dom-
inant 35-7 victory over
Nelson County, fueled
by a fast start, relentless
defense, and a punish-
ing ground game led by
Calvin Lancaster and
Jayden Corns.

On the opening kick-
off, the Cougars recov-
ered the onside kick, giv-
ing them the ball inside
Nelson County territo-
ry. Aided by a 15-yard
facemask penalty, the
Cougars drove downfield
and opened the scoring
with a Calvin Lancast-
er touchdown run. Less
than two minutes into
the game, the Cougars
led 7-0.

Nelson County an-
swered with a long,
7-minute drive to tie the
score at 7-7 with 2:33 to
go in the first quarter.

After failing to convert
on fourth down, the Cou-
gars gave the ball back to
Nelson County on their
own 10-yard line. A few
plays later, the Cougar
defense forced a fumble,
recovering it on the Nel-
son County 24-yard line
with 6:00 to go in the
half. The Cougars found

Jayden Corns about to fire a 62-yard pass to Jaiden Wilson.

Calvin Lancaster darts through the line on his way to the end zone.

the end zone on a Jayden
Corns quarterback keep-
er through traffic, giving
the Cougars the lead,
14-7 with 3:39 to go.

The half would end
with a Cougar defensive
stand in the red zone as
time ran out, keeping
their 14-7 at halftime.

On their opening drive
of the second half, the
Cougars turned the ball
over on a fumbled hand
off, but once again, the
defense came up big,
stopping Nelson County
on fourth down and giv-
ing the ball back to the
offense near midfield.

With great blocking
from the Cougar offen-
sive line, and physical
running from Calvin
Lancaster, they drove
deep into Nelson County
territory, and increased

their lead on a 6-yard
Jayden Corns touch-
down run. Following the
Erick Martinez-Teja-
da extra point kick, the
Cougars led 21-7 with
3:09 to go in the third.
On their next drive,
Nelson County drove
into the redzone only to
have the Cougar defense
hold firm and stop the
Governors once again on
fourth down, ending the
threat and giving the
ball back to the offense.
Taking over on their own
16-yard line, dJayden
Corns connected on a 62-
yard toss to Jaiden Wil-
son down the home side-
line before being brought
down inside the 10-yard
line. Corns connected
with Jackson Callahan
for an 1l-yard touch-
down throw to make the

score 28-7 with 6:28 left
in the game.

really don’t have much
of a shot. I was very

A

The Cougar defense swarms the Nelson County runner.

Calvin Lancaster
picked up 167 yards
on 20 carries and had

The Cougars would
add another touchdown
when the offensive line
opened up a huge hole
that Calvin Lancaster
burst through, then out-
raced the defenders to
the end zone, closing out
the scoring for the 35-7
final score.

Despite Nelson Coun-
ty’s size on both lines,
the Cougar offensive
and defensive lines were
outstanding the entire
game.

Cougar head coach
David Morrison said the
offensive line has “pro-
gressively been getting
better. To me, the offen-
sive line i1s the most im-
portant part of the game.
If you can’t control the
line of scrimmage, you

proud of the way of our
offensive and defensive
lines played tonight.” He
added that the defensive
line play was “a testa-
ment to the work our
boys have been putting
in.”

Winning in such a
dominant way was big
for the Cougars coming
off two very close losses.
“We've lost some really
close games, and some-
times our guys forget
how good they actual-
ly are. I think a lot of
things came together
tonight. We've still got
a lot we can improve
on, but I was very proud
of the effort from our
guys,” said Morrison. “I
think we're trending in
the right direction.”

two touchdowns. Avone
Kidd had 15 carries for
62 yards. Quarterback
Jayden Corns rushed for
55 yards and two touch-
downs while going 2-2
passing for 73 yards and
a touchdown.

Kicker Erick Marti-
nez-Tejada was perfect
on the night, going 5-5
on extra point attempts.

Defensively, dJackson
Callahan and Wheeler
Helms led the way with
9 tackles each. Aiden
Geiger had 6 tackles and
a fumble recovery, and
Tyler Cobbler chipped in
6 tackles.

Next up, the Cougars
travel to Glenvar to face
the unbeaten Highland-
ers on October 24.
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Crossing the Lines

News snippets from outside the town/county lines...

Inclusive playground opens at Meadow View Elementary

View Elementary School as
students, educators, and Li-
ons Club members cut the
ribbon on a new inclusive
playground. For the first time,
children of all abilities can
play, learn, and grow together
on equipment designed with
accessibility in mind.

Schools Superintendent Dr.
Amy Blake-Lewis said, “Mead-
ow View has long been a place
where students with disabil-
ities are not only supported
but celebrated. This inclusive
playground reflects that spir-
it. It represents our shared
commitment to ensuring that
all students have access to the
same opportunities for con-
nection, joy, and discovery.”

Blake-Lewis said the play-
ground also stands as a sym-
bol of what can happen when

Meadow View Elementary School Principal Anthony Swann spins Director of Special
Education Emily Taylor and Special Education Coordinator Jeanette Hurd.

Laughter and cheers filled the air Monday at Meadow

educators, families, communi-
ty organizations, and leaders
work together.

“It is a place where students
will laugh, play, build friend-
ships, and feel included for
years to come,” she said.

The playground features
three distinct areas. One in-
cludes a variety of swings,
seesaws, an American Sign
Language guide, a tic-tac-toe
game, and other equipment.
Another has sensory cubes
and xylophone-like flowers
that students can play to cre-
ate noise. A third includes a
spinning roundabout and a
wheelchair-accessible boat
that rocks back and forth with
movement.

The Lions Club Internation-
al donated $190,062.19 to the
project.

Martinsville Council approves economic development plan, rezoning ordinances

City Council presented a proclamation to Schools Superintendent Dr. Zebedee Talley noting his long tenure with the city.

Virginia. The first
stage of the grant,

we are required
to do 1s an in-kind

Martinsville City inent community Schools  Superin- ginia grant request.
Council met Oct. 14 members, including tendent Dr. Zeb  “Thisareaisgrow-
for several public Joe Keiper, direc- Talley. ing,” City Manager

hearings on rezon-
ing ordinances and
presented  procla-
mations to prom-

tor of the Virginia
Museum of Nat-
ural History, and
Martinsville  City

Council discussed
and confirmed sup-
port for the BRIC
Vision 2025 GO Vir-

Rob Fincher said.
He noted that the
region is the fast-
est-growing in

for $1 million, will
fund a study on eco-
nomic development
in the area.

“The only thing

matching $10,000,”
Fincher clarified. “It
can just be $10,000
worth of labor, not
money.”

Masquerade ball coming to Spencer-Penn Center

Rachel Kirchner and the Op-
eration SpiritSeekers Para-
normal Team are bringing a
touch of mystery to Martins-
ville. The local paranormal
Investigation group is hosting
a masquerade ball at Spen-
cer-Penn Center on Oct. 25,
complete with games, prizes,
and a costume contest.

Kirchner said the idea came
after attending a masquerade
ball last year at Saint Albans
Sanatorium in Radford, Vir-
ginia.

“I've always wanted to host

Guests show off their costumes ahead of the masquerade ball at Spencer-Penn Center, my own ball. and so I said
where games, prizes, and a costume contest await. (Contributed) ’ ’

b ....I'h-r‘“._h"'-
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HAUNTED ATTRACTION
0CT 24,25.30,31 NOV1 7PM 1-3-5-79

Near Walmart Inside Hollywood Cinema

well, we’ve got costumes now,
and let’s, let’s get one going,”
she said.

After exploring several ven-
ues in the area, the couple
booked Spencer-Penn Center.
Friends and family are help-
ing to bring the event to life.

Kirchner hopes the commu-
nity embraces the event.

The event 1s alcohol-free,
but food and drinks will be
provided. Doors open at 6
p.m., and tickets are $25
each, available on Eventbrite.
Anyone who 1s 13 and older
may attend.

1-3-5-7-9 1-3-5-7-9
Hollywood Cinema tickets just $5 beside Walmart
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Larry Alan Roberson

Larry Alan Roberson,
71, of Stuart, Va passed
away on October 12,
2025 at Forsyth Medical
Center in Winston-Sa-
lem, NC due to complica-
tions after heart surgery.
He was born on August
1, 1954 in Washington
State where his father
was in the military, to
Ray Warden Roberson,
Sr and Betty Ervin Rob-
erson. Larry was pre-
ceded in death by his
parents and one brother
Kyle Thomas Roberson.

Larry is survived by
his wife and best friend
for over forty-two years,
Karen Cooper Rober-
son, two sons, Charles
Landon Roberson and

Travis Leon Rober-
son and one grandson
Karter Allen Roberson.
Larry is survived by one
sister Deborah Roberson
Hoback husband Dave
and three brothers, Ray
Warden Roberson, dJr
and wife Cathy, dJoel
Bruce Roberson and wife
Traci and Daniel Ervin
Roberson and numerous
nieces, nephews and two

special sister in laws,
Deborah C Martin and
Greta R Cooper.

Larry graduated from
Patrick County High
School in 1972. After
graduation he had sev-
eral jobs before going to
work at VDOT, where
he retired from after 36
years. Larry had a won-
derful sense of humor and
an infectious laugh. Over
the years, Larry loved
to play softball, grouse
hunt and trout fish. Lat-
er in life Larry loved
riding his four-wheeler
in the mountains and
wrestling with his grand-

son, Karter. Larry was a
member of Stella Chris-
tian Church and most
recently attended Middle
Cross Missionary Church
until health problems
prevented him from do-
ing so. Larry taught Sun-
day school in his earlier
years and read his Bible
daily. Larry had a beau-
tiful voice and sang in
the church choir and on
occasion sang many so-
los.

A celebration of life
service will be held at
2:00 pm on October 17,
2025 at Stella Christian
Church, Patrick Springs,
Va. Burial will follow at
the church cemetery.

The family will receive
friends one hour prior to
the service from 1:00 pm
to 2:00 pm.

In lieu of flowers con-
tributions can be made
to Samaritan’s Purse or
St. Judes.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices in Stuart is serving
the Roberson family. On-
line condolences may be
made at www.norrisfu-
neral.com.

Cinderella Williams Carr

Cinderella  Williams
Carr, 80, of Patrick
Springs, VA passed away
on Thursday, October
16, 2025. She was born
on January 17, 1945 in
Stokes County, NC to
the late Ellen Spencer
Williams and Joseph
Emmett Williams. In
addition to her parents,
she is preceded in death
by her first husband of
fifty-two years, Ross Al-
len Carr; her daughter,
Delia Jean Carr Hawks;
second husband, Darrell
McGennis Carr; sisters,
Myrtle Rea and Glad-
ys Lineberry; brother,
Wayne Williams.

Cinderella was a mem-
ber of Family Worship
Center Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. She loved
the Lord, and loved to

Mary Paige Via, age 76,
of Williamsburg, Virginia
left this world peacefully
Thursday morning Oc-
tober 16, 2025, at Kings
Grant Retirement Cen-
ter, beginning her last
and greatest journey.

Paige was born on
September 30, 1949, in
Patrick County, VA and
was a graduate of Har-
din Reynolds School and
Guilford College. She had
a long and successful ca-
reer with Thomasville
Furniture.

Being raised on a fami-
ly farm, she learned early
the rewards of hard work,
when you give your word
- 1t is your bond, and love
of family. Throughout her
life, she strived to do and
be the best at whatever
she attempted.

Moving to California
in 1976 as a newly hired
Sales Representative, she
learned her craft well and
was soon given the oppor-
tunity to become Thom-
asville’s first female Gov-

shop.

She is survived by
two step-daughters,
Lisa MecBride (Timo-
thy) of Myrtle Beach,

SC, and Joann Smith
of Hinton, WV, brother,
James Willie Williams
of Richmond, VA. Also
surviving are numer-
ous step-grandchildren,

Mary Paige Via

ernment Sales Rep. She
blazed a new trail visit-
ing all military bases in
a territory covering Idaho
to Alaska, the U.S. West
Coast, and all bases lo-
cated in the Pacific Rim.
At smaller airports, many
airline baggage handlers
knew Paige had arrived
when they saw her four to
six oversized heavy suit-
cases coming down the
baggage conveyor belt.
Paige was known for
her beautiful smile, kind-
ness to others, impecca-
ble manners, and contin-
ued the tradition taught
by her mother to always

Mooby ..~
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“We appreciate the confidence you have

shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager

step-great-grandchil-
dren, and nieces and
nephews.

Visitation will be held
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. on Monday, Octo-

Y ber 20, 2025 at Norris

Funeral Services, Stuart
Chapel. Funeral service
will be held at 11:00 a.m.
on Monday, October 20,
2025 at Norris Funer-
al Services with Pastor
Jonathan Goins officiat-
ing. Burial will follow the
service at the Williams
Family Cemetery (Em-
mett Williams Lane) in
Patrick Springs, VA.
Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Inc. and Crema-
tory, Stuart Chapel is
serving the Carr family.
Online condolences may
be made at www.norris-
funeral.com.

be properly dressed for
all occasions. She had a
passion for quality cloth-
ing and was truly a classy
lady. She was a supporter
of many various children
and animal non-profits,
helping those in need.
She loved all animals, but
the German Shorthaired
Pointer breed held a spe-
cial place in her heart.

Paige was preceded in
death by her beloved hus-
band Edward Lee Beard
and her parents Mazie
and Willie Via. She is
survived by her sister
Liz Via, niece Cameron
Kolinski, grandnephew
Stetson  Rogers, aunt
Carroll Lawson, her step-
children Kelly Martinez
and family, Joey Beard
and family and her “Big
Brother” Gary Rigoletti.

A memorial service will
be held at Norris Funer-
al Home, Stuart, VA on
Wednesday, October 22,
at 2pm, with family vis-
itation at 1pm. In lieu of
flowers, donations made
be made to Patrick Coun-
ty Alzheimer’s Group or
Salem Church in Paige’s
honor.

Her family would like
to express their gratitude
to the wonderful employ-
ees at Kings Grant Mem-
ory Care Unit, Health
Services Unit and the
Mountain Valley Hospice
for their wonderful care
and kindness.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Inc. & Crematory
is serving the Via family.
Online condolences can
be made at www.Norris-
Funeral.com.

July 17, 1961 - October
5, 2025

Mark Bryan Holder
passed away at his home
in Stuart, Virginia, on
October 5, 2025. He came
into the world at four
pounds and eight ounc-
es, but eventually grew
large in personality and
regard, well beyond his
hometown of Greensboro,
NC. To most who read
this, he will be remem-
bered as Mark Holder,
the Jeweller (spelled with
two ls, because he favored
the unexpected). To the
rest of us, he was a fa-
ther, a brother, a friend.
And much more. In high
school, Mark worked at
Carlisle & Co. jewelry
store, where he eventu-
ally decided to become
a jeweller, persuading
the Carolina Circle mall
store to let him build a
jeweller’s bench in the
store’s bathroom. He
was only 19. At 23, after
graduating from UNC
Greensboro, he opened
Mark Holder, Jeweller,
a fine jewelry store and
repair shop in a quaint
Greensboro shopping dis-
trict called State Street
Station. The store grew
larger and larger, as did
Mark’s reputation as
one of the best custom
jewellers in the Triad.
Completely  self-taught
in every skill related to
making and repairing
jewelry, he also taught
himself the watchmak-
er trade. He was a great
teacher and generous-
ly passed his skills and

Ann Cockram, age 86,
of Meadows of Dan was
called home on the 18th
of October, 2025. She was
preceded in death by her
husband, Ron Cockram,
and her parents Dell and
Cleados Quesinberry.

Left to cherish her
memory are her children:
Sonita (Ernie) Harris,
Rhonda (Brian) Baxley,
Jason (Michelle) Cock-
ram, 10 grandchildren
and 13 great grandchil-
dren.

Ann was an amazing
homemaker, wife, moth-
er and caregiver. She
took care of many chil-
dren and elderly people

knowledge on to anyone
who cared to listen and
learn. As a businessman,
he was charismatic, am-
bitious, and determined.
He was remarkably suc-
cessful from a very young

age. Mark “retired” in
2014, selling his store on
State St., and moving to
Stuart, Virginia, where
he continued to repair
jewelry and watches for
shops throughout North
Carolina and Virginia. He
also perfected his wood-
working skills, loving-
ly building handcrafted
masterpieces, mostly for
family and friends. In re-
tirement, Mark also built
strong friendships with
the kind and hardwork-
ing people of Stuart, Vir-
ginia, who embraced him
in the best and worst of
times. In 2024, they held
his hand as he mourn-
ed the loss of his brother
and best friend, George.
Who was Mark Holder
to those of us who knew
and loved him longest?
He was smart, funny,

Ann Cockram

throughout her lifetime.
She was a very active
volunteer in the commu-
nity and loved collecting
antiques and jewelry.
She will be missed,
but she will be delighted
to be reunited with her
soulmate. As per Mrs.

complicated — and hu-
man. To us, he was not a
diamond, but an emerald,
saturated in color, fre-
quently included, and oh
so rare. We will miss his
humor, his passion, and
his beautiful dimples. We
will search for him in the
eyes of his two sons and
precious grandchildren,
whom he loved so much.
Mark is survived by his
sons, Eli Holder (Aman-
da) and Max Holder (Clay
Smalley), two grandchil-
dren; his sisters, Cathy
Cook (Tom) and Trish
Holder (Mark Raines);
and his many nieces and
nephews. He is remem-
bered by his loving com-
panion, Nancy Liles, and
his apprentice and friend,
Travis Wade. Mark is
preceded in death by his
older sister and brother-
in-law, Terry and How-
ard Johnson; his brother,
George Holder; his moth-
er, Loraine Holder; and
his father, George Hold-
er, Sr. They welcome him
with ready arms. A Me-
morial Mass will be held
at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
November 1 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, 801
Duke Street (the Origi-
nal Church), Greensboro.
A celebration of life will
also take place on Sat-
urday, November 1 from
4:00-6:00 p.m. at Cafe
Pasta & Grille, 305 State
St, Greensboro. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be
made to Church World
Service Greensboro at
https://cwsgreensboro.
org.

Cockram’s wishes no for-
mal services will be held.
However, if you would
like to share a special
memory of her to cele-
brate her life, you may
do so by visiting www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com. Memorial donations
may be made to Mead-
ows of Dan Volunteer
Fire Department, P.O.
Box 830, Meadows of
Dan, VA 24120 or Cock-
ram Cemetery, 736 Dairy
Road, Meadows of Dan,
VA 24120.

We would like to thank
Good Samaritan Hospice
for the excellent care
during this journey.

Alan Hudson Ullring

Alan Hudson Ullring,
81, of Patrick Springs,
VA passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, October
19, 2025 at Blue Ridge
Therapy Connection.
He was born in Kansas
on December 4, 1943 to
the late Sarah Elizabeth
Hudson Ullring and Leif
George Ullring. In addi-
tion to his parents Alan
was preceded in death by
his brother, David Ull-
ring; and special friend,
Marion Bean

He 1is survived by
sons, Erik Ullring (Jodi),
Tom Ullring (Erica), and
Danny Ullring (Jessica);
daughters, Linda Martin,
Ingrid Simecek (Quint),
and Cindy Srong (Tim);
seven grandchildren; and
one great-grandchild.

The funeral will be held
at 11:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, October 23, 2025 at
Norris Funeral Services
Stuart Chapel. The vis-
itation will be held one
hour prior. Reverend
Tommy Shepherd will
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be officiating the service.
Burial will follow at Prov-
idence United Methodist
Church Cemetery, 1021
Providence Dr., Patrick
Springs, VA 24133

The family would like
to thank Blue Ridge
Therapy Connection, spe-
cial friend Anna Deal,
and his church family.

In lieu of flowers do-
nations can be made to
Providence United Meth-
odist Church Cemetery
funds. There will be mil-
itary rites by the Patrick
County Veterans Memo-
rial Honor Guard.

Norris Funeral Ser-
vices Stuart Chapel 1is
serving the Ullring fam-
ily. Online condolences
may be made at www.
norrisfuneral.com.
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Carefully choose your ancestors

By Van Yandell

Deuteronomy 4: 9 “Only take heed
to thyself, and keep thy soul diligent-
ly, lest thou forget the things which
thine eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from thy heart all the days of
thy life: but teach them thy sons, and
thy sons’ sons.”

Have you ever wished you could
have chosen your ancestors? Perhaps
you've looked in a mirror and noticed
personal characteristics that seem
to be family directed. Traits such as
height, facial shape and even hair
loss in older males seem to be a pre-
disposition.

Proclivity toward diseases and
related ailments also appear to be
family peculiarities. The thickness of
one’s blood and heart conditions ap-
parently are inherited. Arthritis, kid-
ney problems, diabetes and even such
problems as ingrown toenails seem to
be family oriented.

We acquire more from our ances-
tors than we usually think about.
When I was teaching I couldn’t help
but notice characteristics in students
assimilated from parents. Language,
personal dress or cleanliness values
and attitudes toward authority are
taken from the mostly constant expo-
sure to parents and/or siblings.

One’s levels of perseverance and
determination are taken from the
teachings of parents and other close
relatives. Work ethic, a desire to learn
new concepts and ideas are passed on
from generation to generation. The
“never give up” attitude can be suc-
cessfully instilled in an offspring.

Attitudes toward authority such
as police and teachers are partial-
ly controlled by parental influence.
Children of convicts are more like-
ly to spend time incarcerated than
children of the non-convicted. This of
course is not a 100% statement but
statistically, is true.

When I heard a student use the
word “hate” or “I hate” that feeling
of aggression had to come from the
home. A baby is not born hating any-
one. Prejudice toward other races,
ethnic groups or national origins are
not natural. Eye color is natural, ha-
tred is not!

There are many examples of famil-
ial influence in both physical and at-
titude attributes in one’s life. Conver-
sations even appear to be consistent
with family values. We have a slate
wall hanging stating “Intelligent peo-
ple talk about ideals, average people
talk about things and simple people
talk about people.”

People that perpetually complain
very likely were raised in a household
of complainers. The continually fo-
cusing on “what’s wrong” rather than
“what’s good and right” sets a pattern
for one’s life and that is not a life of
happiness and successes.

One very significant discovery in
the “fingerprinting” of the family and
genealogy study is that of DNA (de-
oxyribonucleic acid). Friedrich Mi-
escher first isolated the DNA mole-
cule in 1869.

DNA was first used as a forensic tool
in a criminal case in 1986 in England
to identify a serial killer. The study of

DNA over these last forty years has
provided us with human information
never before even imagined.

We have learned that when we re-
alize many of our personal qualities
we can either blame or credit our an-
cestors. The old saying considering a
father and son “The apple doesn’t fall
very from the tree” applies in more
ways than we may at first realize.

Of course, the title of this article is
“tongue-in-cheek.” We can no more
choose our ancestors than we change
the orbit of planet earth. The point
being, we are either blessed or cursed
by many of the characteristics of our
ancestors.

What is controllable is what we
become as ancestors of future gener-
ations. Should we teach hate, nega-
tivism toward authority, poor health
habits, and negative attitudes about
life in general?

We often want to “hand down” to
our children and grandchildren such
things as riches, land/real estate,
keepsakes and various other items
considered by ourselves to be of value.

But are these tangible items really
of great value? Why not pass on to
our offspring higher quality values
such as love of country, love of fami-
ly, benevolent attitudes, and religious
concerns.

Proverbs 22: 6 “Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” There
are numerous scriptural verses that
pertain to the raising of our offspring.
This verse perhaps leaves us with the
question, “What is the way he should
20?” Where one would spend eternity
would be of great importance.

What is a correct belief concerning
our eternity? The God of the Bible
teaches love, respect, consideration
of others, freedom of choice and free-
dom from sin. Above all He paid the
price for our sins rather than telling
us of something we must do to earn
our eternal life. Jesus paid the price
for our sin in full.

Other faiths teach varying beliefs
demanding certain actions of their
practitioners. Those actions range
from to kill those of other beliefs, to
condemnation, to shunning. At any
rate, the teachings of the God of the
Bible are more in line with civilized
humanity than many of the others.

If your good fortune is to have had
ancestors that line you up with Bibli-
cal teachings you have been blessed.

The Bible teaches there is only one
eternal salvation. That is by a faith
based belief (Ephesians 2: 8) that
Christ Jesus was crucified (Matthew
27: 35) for the remission of sin (Ro-
mans 4: 25), resurrected (Matthew
28: 6) and ascended alive into Heaven
(Acts 1: 9).

We will be an ancestor to someone.
What are we going to pass on? Many
things we cannot control but there
are many things we can control. Will
those traits be good or bad? You de-
cide.

Van Yandell is a retired Indus-
trial Arts teacher, an ordained gos-
pel evangelist and commissioned
missionary. His email is vimy3451@
gmail.com.

BIBLE TRIVIA

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Romans (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. From Exodus 34, who was
frightened of a man who came
down a mountain with a shining
face? Laban, Stephen, Aaron,
Cornelius

3. During a famine, who set out
with another man to find grass
to feed his horses and mules?
Abishag, Ahab, Abner, Agrippa

——— —— ——

4. From Esther 7, who met his
death on the gallows he built for
another man? Herod, Haman,
Peter, Ezekiel

5. What charioteer rode to
Jezreel to find King Joram? Jehu,
Omri, Naboth, Jethro

6. From Acts 5, who fell dead
after lying about a property
deal? Nehemiah, Shimei, Levi,
Ananias

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Aaron,
3) Ahab, 4) Haman, 5) Jehu, 6)

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Ananias
Risen Jord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814 Reconciliation

Weekly SUDOKU

N
&)

Worship Services 11 am

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Patrick Springs Pentecostal Holiness

k260 Spring Rd_, Palrick Springs, VA - 2776-504-5357)

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenduy Fohool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Cormmunity Meal & Service 00 pm
Food Diskibrtion Minisiny:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday
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Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church )
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 » www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

SATURDAY SERVICES:

Come visit our Bible-believing church

J

Join the
¢ Church Page!

Call (276) 694-3101 Today
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1 For the stock anticipated 94 Be litigious 1 Honda model while 82 Adolescent
issue price Yuletide 95 Buddy 2 Seat of 39 Brewing 83 Be deter-
6 Low voices visitor 96 Zesty taste Ireland’s fungi mined by
12 Test version 57 * Yuletide 97 Intl. 1940s County Kerry 42 Brazilian 84 Be a fan of
16 Aykroyd of tinsel, orna- conflict 3 Arrive at a juice berry 86 Chip topper
“Coneheads” ments and 98 Misstep stop, as a 43 Kind of poker 88 Texters’
19 Small wine or lights 100 Edge along bus 44 Canadian gas playful growl
oil container 59 Wray of 105 * Yuletide 4 Tilted station name 89 “Yeah,
20 “Fighting” “King Kong” tree, e.g. 5 Camping 46 Smooth but dude”
NCAAteam 60 Circular 108 * Time off for gear retailer unconvincing 90 Rotate
21 Epochs square dance Yuletide, say 6 Conference 49 Meanie’s look 94 Transparent,
22 Logging tool maneuver 110 “Scram!” for UC Davis 50 URL opener informally
23 * Fourth-day ~ 61 Actress Reid 113 Office tel. 7Einsteinor 51 Asia's— Sea 95 Empty talk
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Yuletide song 64 Eat away (at) 114 —fireunder 8 Lost traction Sorvino rock band
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Yuletide drink strategy 115 Make —forit 10 Alternatives supermodel capsule
27 Earthen 68 * Plant hung (try fleeing) to escaroles 54 Once more 101 Lake that
cooking pot up for 116 * Scrooge in -~ 11 Spacek of 55 More feeds the
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29 Suffix with art 70 Jessica of classic 12 Scrooge’s cry 56 Oral health 102 Forthright
31 President “King Kong” 119 Apt phrase 13 Vanity org. 103 Paris art
Reagan 75 Roaring cat spelled out 14 “Neon” fishes 58 Pixar title fish museum
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OBITUARY SUBMISSION DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate

numbers from one to nine.

€ ¢ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CLASSIFIED

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and
striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile,
closet & garage
organizers, repairs, etc.
Originally based in

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC
336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

“Buy Direct ™\
\.and Savel /

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day

40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber

Rough - Dressed - Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

Call (276) 694-3101

Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse

Phone: 276-930-1703

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.

net

THOMAS LAND
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching,
overgrown property

cleanup, bush-hogging,
pasture & field
reclamation, ATV &
walking trails, hunting

lanes, skid-steer, tractor

and mini-excavator
work. Free estimates.
Call 276-229-9410 or
Facebook Thomas Land
Solutions LLC

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR Service and
repair for all makes of
lawn mowers. Pick up

and delivery for a reso-
nable charge based on
your location. We offer
disposal of old mowers
with free pick up and
sell used mowers and

other power equipment.
Call 276-694-3748. If
no answer, leave your

name and number. We'll

call you back.

MASTER CARPEN-
TER HOME RE-MOD-
ELER 40 years’ expe-
rience, repairs, decks,

gutter cleaning, trim
work, wooden bridge
repair, power washing,
tree cutting, demolition
and anything else you
need done. Senior citi-

zen discount. Call Joe at

(276) 229-1029.

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
REACH OVER 1MILLION

KVIR INIA

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
INIA  REACH OVER 1 MILLION
\CH L

'\VIR

Mema Solutions Adver
/AD NETWORK Contact

Med\a Solutions

AD NETWORK cont

FOR SALE

Seasonal firewood.
You haul or | Haul.
Call 276-340-4173 for

more information.

EACH
VIRGINIA

C
Media Solutions
[ A0 NETWORK

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
REACH OVER 1MILLION
kly

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auction -
West Virginia Nov. 14 at
11 AM. 6,000+ acres of

wilderness spanning sold

in 25 tracts in Fayette,
Raleigh, and Summers
Counties offering op-
portunities for investors,
outdoor enthusiasts,
wilderness retreat and
recreation. Valuable
coal royalties pass with
sale. Auction held at
Tamarack Conference
Center, Beckley, WV.
Preview anytime. Some

tracts gated call for code.
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Agents available at
Courtyard Marriott, 124
Hylton Lane, Beckley,
WV, for info on Nov. 1,
2, 8, and 9 from 11AM
to 3PM. Visit Woltz.
com for details or call
Woltz & Associates, Inc.,
Real Estate Brokers &
Auctioneers. Jim Woltz,
Broker (WVAL #1000),
800-551-3588

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote your upcoming
auctions statewide! Af-
fordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your
target audience. Call
this paper or Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement
Windows Installed! Start-
ing at $350 Call 804-
739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jen-
kins Il Windows, Siding,
Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates!
Call 804-739-8207 for
More Details! American
Made Products!

SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch

of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty.
Call now and SAVE $350
today! 1-844-746-2332

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-614-

6667 to schedule a

FREE inspection and no

obligation estimate. Plus

get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addi-

tional 10%. Restrictions

apply, see representative
for warranty and offer

details

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and

service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1
day. Limited Time Offer
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest
for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$295.00. No
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB
Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-

ing Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.

Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.

based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-262-5564.

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK
* Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
* Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher
* Beef Grower Feeds  « Calf Feed
¢ Corn Gluten Pellets  + Soyhull Pellets
Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/1b.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Mark Pendleton

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Jason Pendleton

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowr business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Kelsey Fain

REALTOR

@av%me/tw{a?/

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)698-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small, Medium
and Large size
chairs available

Starting at
Only

’795

Riverside Furniture
1580 Greensboro Road
Martinsville VA

276-632-1286

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm « Saturday 9am - 2pm

ﬂamww
Recycling ¢
f@m@
BuvinGg: Cans, CoPPER, BATTERIES,
ALUMINUM, AuToMOBILES, CONVERTERS,
WHEELS, STAINLESS STEEL, ELECTRONICS
(NO TVS), AND MORE.
CaLL 276-694-5692 ror PRICES
We offer Roll

Off Services ﬂ o."'

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

Jamie’s Recycling Center
3609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 24171
HOURS:M-E"| 8A'-14:45P | |LUNCH:/11:45A -11P
“With/God All'ThingsiAre Possible.* Matthew,19:26.

Thank You For Reading
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(Meeting/event in-
formation must be re-
cetved no later than 5
p.m. on Friday before
the desired publication
date. Email to dhall@
theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Thursday, Oct. 23

The Tourism Advi-
sory Council and Pat-
rick County Board of
Supervisors will hold
a joint meeting at 6
p.m. in the commu-
nity room of Patrick
& Henry Community
College.

Wednesday, Oct.
29
Patrick County

Tourism will host a
grant workshop at 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. in the
community room of
Patrick & Henry Com-
munity College.

Events

Thursday, Oct. 23

The Patrick Coun-
ty Chamber of Com-
merce in partnership
with Patrick & Henry
Community  College
will hold a How to Es-
tablish Business Cred-
it workshop from 12-1
p.m. at the Patrick
County site. The cost
is $15.

The Patrick County
Library will hold the
“Homeschool Book-
worms” meet from
10:30-11:30 a.m. This
is an informal meet-
ing for homeschool
children aged 6 and
up to come to the li-
brary to learn about
the elements of stories
and also learn pre-
sentation skills. Free
and no registration
required. Please call
276-694-3352 for more
information.

Friday, Oct. 24

The Patrick Coun-
ty Library will hold
its Senior Social at
11 a.m.; enjoy coffee,
pastries and bingo.
Free. No registration
required. Call 276-
694-3352 for more in-
formation.

Saturday, Oct. 25

Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser for the
family of Dustin Hill,
4 p.m. until at the Red
Bank Ruritan Build-
ing. Meal includes sal-
ad, spaghetti, bread,
and dessert for $12
per plate and $5 for
those aged 6 and un-
der. Eat in or take out.
Hill died in an Au-
gust vehicle accident.
He leaves behind a
wife and five small
children.  Donations
are also appreciated
and can be mailed to
1828 Red Bank School
Road, Claudville, Va.,
24076. Call Roger
Gammons at 336-703-
8505 (cell) and 276-
694-7190 (home) for
details or more infor-
mation.

Providence Unit-
ed Methodist Church
men’s group in Patrick
Springs will hold a
community breakfast
from 7:30 to 10 a.m.,
with bacon, sausage,
eggs, apples, gravy,
and biscuits. Dona-
tions will help fund
local mission proj-
ects. The food pantry
will be open for those
who are in need of
non-perishable food.
The Patrick County

Master Gardeners will
follow the community
breakfast with an ed-
ucational workshop in
the church fellowship
hall.

Fall Festival from

4-7 p.m. at Patrick
Springs  Pentecostal
Holiness Church on
Spring Road, Pat-

rick Springs, with hot
dogs, hayrides, trunk

or treat, a bouncy
house, and carnival
games.

Patrick County

Library will hold a
Monster Mat making
program at 11 a.m.
Registration i1s re-
quired. Limited spots
available, $5 supply
fee. Call 276-694-
3352.

Benefit singing at
Sycamore Baptist
Church with music
by The Revelators, 6
p.m.. All proceeds will
go to Patrick County
Christmas Cheer.

Ross Harbour Meth-
odist Church  will
hold a Trunk or Treat
event from 4-6 p.m.,
6260 Elamsville Road,
Stuart, in the lower
parking lot.

Sunday, Oct. 26

The Bassett Ruri-
tan Club will host an
Open Mic/Jam Session
from 1:30-4 p.m. at the
Ruritan Building. Mu-
sicilans are welcome,
and the public’s in-
vited. There is no ad-
mission fee. For more
information, call Ran-
dy Farmer, (276) 629-
8296.

Friday, Oct. 31

Halloween event at
the Meadows of Dan
Community Building
from 5-8 p.m. Those
wishing to help hand
out candy should con-
tact Katlyn Boyd at
(276) 952-8379.

Bassett Ruritan
Club will hold a coun-
try Halloween break-
fast, 8-11 a.m. Food
will  include ham,
sausage, eggs, ap-
ples, gravy and bis-
cuits, coffee, and juice.
Adult plates are $9,
and child plates are
$4. All proceeds go
to the Ruritan Club.
Prizes will be awarded
for the best costume.
Music by the Morton
Brothers will start at
10 a.m.

Wayside Commu-
nity Church  will
hold its annual Fall
Chili-Cook Off & Mu-
sic, 6:30 p.m. at 3520
Wayside Road, Stuart.
Pastor Ben Atkins as
the speaker. Music by
Grace Group. Bring a
chili recipe to share
or come by to enjoy
food and fellowship.

Saturday, Nov. 1
Hometown Heroes
and Touch and Truck
event, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Tractor Sup-

ply.

Friday, Nov. 7

The community
food truck will be
at Woolwine Smith
River Rescue Squad
from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 8
The 2025 Veter-
ans’ Day Parade will
be held at 1 p.m.,
from Moody’s Fu-
neral Home at West

—The Enterprise =

Blue Ridge Street and
down Main Street.
Immediately after the
parade, a ceremony
will be held at Rotary
Field. Anyone inter-
ested in riding on a

first Tuesday of every
month at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 105,
at 7 p.m. Interested
veterans are welcome
to attend.

Call Scott or Nann
Phillips at (276) 773-
6004 or email pastor@
ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll Coun-
ty Genealogy Club

Tuesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m.; Appala-
chian Acoustic Open
Jam, every Friday.
Doors open at 5:30
p.m. for food, with mu-
sic and dancing, 6:30-

float provided by Pat- Free Communi- is open 10 a.m. to 2 9 p.m.; Golden Oldies

rick County Ruritans ty Meal, on the 4th p.m. on Tuesdays and Open Jam is on the

should contact David Wednesday, 5 p.m., Wednesdays. last Tuesday of the

Belcher, (276) 692- Raven Rock Wesleyan month. Doors open at

6506, or Kevin Smith, Church, 1912 Raven Willis Gap Commu- 5:30 p.m. for food, mu-

(276) 229-6493. Rock Road, Ararat. nity Center: Members sic, and dancing from
Take out or dine in. Meeting, the first 6:30-9 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 11

The Patrick County
Chamber of Commerce
and Patrick & Henry

Community  College
will hold a Billing
Customers workshop

from 12-1 p.m. at the
Patrick County site.
The cost is $15.

Ongoing

Inside yard sale
to  benefit Patrick
County  Alzheimer’s
Group LLC. Monday,
Wednesday &  Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Members meet on the
first Monday of every
month at 6 p.m. in
the Alzheimer’s office.
New members are wel-
come. For more infor-
mation, call (276) 693-
6018.

The Coffee Break
Café hosts live music
on Tuesdays from 9 to
11 a.m. Bring an in-
strument, or just come
and listen.

Community meal at
Salem Church on Sa-
lem Church Road in
Critz, the first Sun-
day of every month at
12:10 p.m. Call (276)
222-1069 with ques-
tions.

Vesta  Alzheimer’s
Group LLC meets at
the Vesta Communi-
ty Center on the third
Tuesday each month
at noon. Both groups
welcome new members
and invite caregivers
to attend. Literature
is also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club
holds Rook games
every Monday night
from 6:30-8 p.m.

Patrick County Vet-
erans Memorial Honor
Guard meets on the

HUGE 2 DAY ABSOLUTE ESTATE AUCTION

FRI. & SAT., NOV. 7th & 8th, 2025 - 10:00 AM BOTH DAYS
2016 CHEVY PICKUP - ].D. TRACTOR - 2006 HONDA CRYV -
1970 MG COUPE- TOOLS - FARM EQUIP. - NICE FURNITURE -
GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES & PERSONAL PROPERTY OF
ARCHIE BOLT & THE LATE HAZEL (PEGGY) BoLT
2192 TERRY’S MILL RD. - MEADOWS OF DAN, VA 24120

Vehicles/Tractor: 2016 Chevrolet Silverado pickup (2nd Owner, 4x4, 5.3L V8 eng.- bed cover
& 56,054 mi.), 2006 Honda CRV SUV (AWD & 297,719 mi.), 1970 MG Coupe (48,910 mi. show-
ing), J.D. mod. 1020 tractor (used for 15 years mowing 6/7 acres w/finish mower — no hard
pulling, injector pump rebuilt w/new injectors, serviced on regular basis — hour meter broken)

Furn./Appliances/Household: Several hutches (corner-shaker style, etc.), Hoosier cabinet, 7’
long oak dining table & chairs, dining table w/6 chairs, wooden liquor cabinet, wooden sideboard,
kitchen table w/4 chairs, 5 pc. & 4pc. bedroom suites, old 3 drawer dresser, hall table, oak sofa
table, leather couch, end tables, recliner, mirrors, curio cabinet, roll top desk, (2) grandfather
clocks (Ridgeway & Emperor), handmade wall clock (Reverend Bob Childress), mantle clock, Lee
Telephone Co,. clock, old wooden school desk, wash stand, Victrola, old Manophone record play-
er, antique ice box, old wardrobe, old wall phones, old wood & leather chair, homemade chairs
w/tractor seats, wood straight back chairs, several wooden dressers, Singer treadle style sewing
machine, blanket chest, old trunks, lamps/floor lamps, hurricane lamps, iron beds, telephone
chairs, love seat & chair, lift chair, handmade wooden bench, huge safe, Herring Hall Marvin Safe,
Bunker Hill gun safe, GE refrigerator, Whirlpool upright freezer, GE range, GE Washer & Dryer.

Collectibles & Misc.: Copper apple butter kettle and stirrer, corn planter, Lots of Glassware:
numerous cake plates, Depression glass, Patricia Amber glass, Carnival glass, tons of crystal,
butter dishes, Southwestern dish set, Franciscan China, pitcher & bowl, Pyrex, cast iron figurines
& skillets, antique wood cook stoves, old GE refrigerator w/top motor, over 100 baskets, red
handle utensils, oil lamps, linens/towels, doilies, pots/pans, blankets, spreads, quilts, costume
jewelry, several dolls (Barbie, Cabbage Patch, porcelain, etc.), tubs of basket weaving materials,
cook books, many magazines (Southern Living-Better Homes & Gardens), cases of canning jars,
(3) dale Earnhardt car phones, Farm All die cast tractor, lockers, ox yolk, old cane mill, lanterns,
Railroad lantern, old tins, old meat scales, old telephone switch board, old license plates, (4)
10’x10’ EZ Up tents, Beseler dicro 675 dark room enlargers & dark room equip., kayaks & more!

Tools/Farm Equip.: 24’ ext. ladder, air compressor, buck stove fire insert, monogram oil heater,
(3) Fisher wood stoves, pot belly stove, climbing belts, (3) Troy-bilt Horse rear tine tiller, Troy-bilt
Pony rear tine tiller, homemade log splitter, tree trimmers, Stihl weedeater, Stihl motorized leaf
blower, Stihl brush cutter, Husqvarna hedge trimmer, Homelite generator, Honda 5000X gener-
ator, metal gas cans, oil cans, Craftsman 12” band saw, Dayton belt sander, Central Machinery
belt sander, DeWalt radial arm saw, DeWalt porta band, Craftsman 10” table saw, Craftsman
drill press, Delta 10” miter saw, vise, hand tools, cordless drills, planes, chisels, sanders, bar
clamps, lead melting pots, 3 gas torches, Milwaukee hammer drill, levels, saws, carpenter’s tool
box, plumbing supplies, nails/screws/bits, 3 ton floor jack, jacks/jack stands, propane tanks, tool
boxes, Wagner paint sprayer, squirrel cage fan, Lineback post hole diggers, King Kutter 4’ bush
hog, Sidewinder 6’ bush hog, 5" disc, horse drawn hay rake, carry all, 2 bottom plow, 9 shank
tiller, cultivator, push mowers, Craftsman riding mower (20hp — 642 hrs. — new engine), oak
lumber & more!!

Terms: Cash, check or credit/debit card day of auction | Inspection: 1.5 hrs. prior to auction.

Auctioneer’s Note: There is something for everyone at this Auction! You DO NOT want to miss
it — All at Absolute Auction!! Note: There will be a mixture of Furniture, Glassware, Household
and Tools sold both Friday & Saturday. On Saturday we will sell the shop equipment and at 12
Noon we will sell the Truck, Tractor, Honda CRV, MG Coupe and Farm equipment.

—

5y DaveseAuclion
(g&nz/zanyf

Aucrioneers Associamon

www.dawnauction.com 276-728-9181

235 W. STUART DRIVE
HILLSVILLE, VA 24343
dawnauction@embargmail.com
VAAF # 789

DENNIS WARD 276-733-6633
CHRIS WARD  276-733-9811

MIKE DALTON 276-733-5614
BRIAN HALL  276-237-1419
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County

(cont. from page 1)

have a grant cycle
twice a year,” she said.

Previously, the
grant was offered once
a year, most recent-
ly on a rolling basis.
For fiscal year 2025,
more than $80,000

related paperwork, in-
cluding a final report
and reimbursement re-
quest form, are avail-
able on the Patrick
County Tourism Ad-
visory Council (TAC)
page at www.co.pat-

rick.va.us/198/Tour-
ism-Advisory-Council.

Two applicant work-
shops will be held
Tuesday, Oct. 29, at 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. in the
community room of the
Patrick & Henry Com-

munity College Stuart
site.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Tour-
ism Office at (276)
693-2005 or Cooper at
gcooper@co.patrick.
va.us.

was awarded to 12 ap-
plicants for 20 events.
This cycle has $20,000
available, with recip-
ients announced in
December. The next
cycle for the second
half of 2026 will be an-
nounced in March.
The application and

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

/Tired of
driving
to the

landfill?

Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 246=251=-1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

\“@ RELATI‘(’)VIE%I?)IEE‘S)YS?E%TOUSLY!
b 7y, 4 SHBROOK
ADVERTES G L) Avprorocy

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR 4327)

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

call 276-340-2445

\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

Uptown Martinsville - Best Food In Town
Specials

80z. Prime Rib $14.99

with roasted potatoes & onions

60z. Fresh COHO Salmon $14.99

Open Sunday - Saturday

Ask About Our Private with rice or mashed potatoes
Room For Small & Large
Parties. Our Restaurant Offers Lamb, Filet Mignon,

147 East Main Street
Uptown Martinsville, VA
Reservations accepted
(276) 638-4462
www.raniasrestaurant.com

Fresh Seafood, Pastas, Raviol’s, Fresh
Salad, Homemade Pizzas & Stromboli’s

L'cewate'c
SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now Gffering
TIRES & FRONT
END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
« Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

)

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN
APPLICATION BY APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY
TO DECREASE ITS CURRENT FUEL FACTOR
PURSUANT TO VA CODE § 56-249.6
CASE NO. PUR-2025-00147

On September 12, 2025, Appalachian Power Company (“APCo” or “Company”) filed with the State Corporation Commission
(“Commission”) an application (“Application”) as required by § 56-249.6 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”) and 20 VAC 5-204-
80 of the Commission’s Rules Governing Utility Rate Applications and Annual Informational Filings of Investor-Owned Electric
Utilities, 20 VAC 5-204-5 et seq., requesting approval of a fuel factor of 3.133 cents per kilowatt-hour (“¢/kWh”) — a decrease
of 1.006¢/kWh from its current fuel factor. The Company states that if approved, this decrease would take effect November 1,
2025, and would result in a bill reduction of $10.06 per month for customers using 1,000 kWh.

The Company’s proposed fuel factor consists of both an in-period component and a prior-period component for the period
November 1, 2025, through October 31, 2026 (“Fuel Year”). APCo’s proposed in-period component is designed to recover
its estimated Virginia jurisdictional fuel cost projected during the Fuel Year of approximately $366,252,068, which includes:
(a) the non-incremental costs associated with APCo’s wind contracts; (b) a credit for 75% of projected Off System Sales
margins; (c) PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (“PJM”) Load Serving Entity transmission losses; (d) PJM congestion charges; (e)
100% of incremental transmission line loss margins; and (f) Financial Transmission Right revenues. The Company proposes an
in-period factor component of 2.678¢/kWh.

The prior-period component is a true-up component designed to recover from customers the estimated $62,165,518
under-recovered fuel balance as of October 31, 2025. The Company proposes a prior-period under-recovery component of
0.455¢/kWh.

The Commission entered an Order Establishing 2025-2026 Fuel Factor Proceeding (“Order”) that, among other things,
directed the Company to place its proposed fuel factor into effect on an interim basis for service rendered on and after
November 1, 2025. The Order further scheduled public hearings on APCo’s Application. A hearing for the receipt of testimony
from public witnesses on the Company’s Application shall be convened telephonically at 10 a.m. on March 3, 2026. On or
before February 24, 2026, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission: (a) your
name, and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your testimony. This
information may be provided to the Commission: (i) by filling out a form on the Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/
webcasting; or (ii) by calling (804) 371-9141. This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/webcasting.

Beginning at 10 a.m. on March 3, 2026, the Hearing Examiner will telephone sequentially each person who has signed up
to testify as provided above.

On March 3, 2026, at 10 a.m., or at the conclusion of the public witness portion of the hearing, whichever is later, in the
Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, the
Hearing Examiner will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence related to the Application from the Company, any
respondents, and the Commission Staff.

To promote administrative efficiency and timely service of filings upon participants, the Commission has directed the
electronic filing of testimony and pleadings, unless they contain confidential information, and has required electronic service on
parties to this proceeding.

An electronic copy of the public version of the Company’s Application may be obtained by submitting a written request
to counsel for the Company: Elisabeth M. Bruce, Esquire, American Electric Power Service Corporation, 3 James Center,
1051 East Cary Street, Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or ebruce@aep.com. Interested persons also may download
unofficial copies from the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/case-information.

On or before February 24, 2026, any interested person may file comments on the Application by following the instructions
on the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/case-information/submit-public-comments. Those unable, as a practical matter,
to submit comments electronically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, c/o
Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2025-
00147.

On or before January 9, 2026, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by
filing a notice of participation at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Those unable, as a practical matter, to file a notice of participation
electronically may file such notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Such notice of
participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel, if available. The respondent shall serve a copy
of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company, any other respondents, and Staff electronically as described above.
Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC
5-20-10 et seq. (“Rules of Practice”), any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the
respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the
action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as
required by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2025-00147.

On or before January 21, 2026, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission any testimony and exhibits by
which the respondent expects to establish its case. Any respondent unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits
electronically may file such by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Each witness’s testimony
shall include a summary not to exceed one page. All testimony and exhibits shall be served electronically on the Company,
Staff, and all other respondents. In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Rules of Practice, including 5 VAC 5-20-140,
Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2025-00147.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the
paper. In all other respects, except as modified by the Commission’s Order, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements
of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Rules of Practice.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice, the public version of the Company’s Application, the Commission’s Order, and other
documents filed in this case may be viewed on the Commission’s website at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/case-information.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

ABC NOTICE
Country Convenience Market
LLC trading as Country Con-
venience Market LLC, 2365
Fairystone Park HWY, Stuart,
Patrick County, VA 24171-3442.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for
a Convenience Grocery Store,
Beer and Wine, Off Premises
license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

Brenda Collins, President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

FISH DAY!

IT'S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!

_Delivery Will Be: »

Thurs., Nov. 6
Stuart 12:15 - 1:00
@Wood's Cold Storage
Martinsville 2:00 - 2:45
@ Southern States
Thurs., Nov. 20
Mount Airy 3:45 - 4:30
@ Southern States

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

LEGAL

TRUSTEE’S SALE
174 DEVELOPMENTAL ROAD

STUART, VA 24171
In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of
$53,000.00, dated October 2, 2003, and recorded as Instrument Num-
ber 030003408 in Patrick County land records, the appointed Substi-
tute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the entrance to the
Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 Blue Ridge Street, Stuart,
Virginia 24171-0148 on November 19, 2025 at 1 PM, the property
described in said deed of trust, located at the above address and more

particularly described as follows:

ALL THOSE TWO CERTAIN TRACTS OR PARCELS OF LAND
SITUATED AT THE END OF STATE ROAD #888, MAYO RIVER
DISTRICT, PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, CONTAINING 0.467
ACRE, MORE OR LESS, AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF SURVEY FOR
V.R. WILLIAMS, PREPARED BY A.M. BARNARD, CLS, DATED
SEPTEMBER 18, 1979, OF RECORD IN THE PATRICK COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT CLERK’S OFFICE IN DEED BOOK 228, PAGE
36 AND CONTAINING 0.379 ACRE, MORE OR LESS, AS
SHOWN ON PLAT OF SURVEY FOR V. R. WILLIAMS,
PREPARED BY A.M. BARNARD, CLS, DATED SEPTEMBER 18,
1979, REVISED MAY 3, 1982, OF RECORD IN SAID CLERK’S
OFFICE IN DEED BOOK 285, PAGE 508.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO GRANTOR BY
DEED FROM EDWARD M. PILEGARD, JR. BEARING EVEN
DATE AND RECORDED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY HERE-
WITH. REFERENCE TO SAID MAPS AND DEED IS HERE
MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE
LAND HEREIN CONVEYED.

The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical con-

dition without warranty of any kind.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder’s deposit of 10% of

the sale price or 10% of the original principal amount of the subject

Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, by cashier’s or certified check re-
quired at time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed of Trust.
Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time of auction. Balance of the
purchase price must be paid by cashier’s check within 15 days from
sale date. Except for Virginia Grantor tax, all settlement costs and ex-
penses are purchaser’s responsibility. Taxes are pro-rated to the date of
sale. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the property.
If purchaser defaults, deposit may be forfeited and property resold at
the risk and cost of the defaulting purchaser who shall be liable for any
deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and attorney’s
fees of both sales. If Trustee does not convey title for any reason, pur-
chaser’s sole remedy is return of deposit without interest. This sale is
subject to post-sale audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed
of Trust including but not limited to determining whether prior to sale
a bankruptcy was filed, a forbearance, repayment or other agreement
was entered into or the loan was reinstated or paid off; in any such
event this sale shall be null and void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall
be return of deposit without interest. This communication is from a
debt collector and is an attempt to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE: RAS Trustee Services, LLC, 101 North

Lynnhaven Road, Suite 104, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

RAS Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee
c/o Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
11350 McCormick Road, Executive Plaza I, Suite 302

Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031
(844) 442-2150
(470) 321- 7112
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Ninth graders explore water quality
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As enrichment for the 9th grade Earth Sci-
ence and Environmental Science curriculum
Patrick County HS teacher Tracy Case in-
vited Southwest Piedmont Master Natural-
ist Norma Bozenmayer to do a program on
Aquatic Benthic Macroinvertebrates for her
classes.

Specimens caught in the South Mayo Riv-
er were brought to the science classroom for
examination. The students learned the tech-
niques for identifying the organisms and how
to assess water quality using biodiversity of
organisms and the presence of sensitive or-
ganisms like stonefly larva, mayfly larva,
hellgrammites, water pennies and dragon fly
nymphs. The headwaters of the Mayo, Smith
and Dan Rivers are in Patrick County, mak-

ing it extra important to keep the water clean.

—Walk This Hallowed Ground—
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seeing people appreciating the nat-
ural beauty of the place. Often, I see
people walking the trails with their
dogs, which have enough room to

By Tom Perry

Many times when I visit the birth-
place of James Ewell Brown “Jeb”
Stuart in Ararat, Virginia, I enjoy

orris Start, VA

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY 276-694-2012
Affordalile Punernats And Cremations With Updated Pacilities

i

www.norrisfuneral.com 129 Howell Lane

e

SMITH RIVER DISTRICT
- BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS ELECTION

TOWN HALL MEETING

FRIDAY, Oct 24, 2025

6:30pM TO 8:00PM

£
Fairystone Volunteer Fire

Department

6687 Fairystone Park Hwy
Stuart, VA

Everyone Welcome!!

roam without leashes, without wor-
ries about the animals getting in
the road.

Multiple trails lead visitors down
to the Ararat River, as does one that
follows along it. There are beds of
running cedar and mountain laurel,
which give the property its name,
Laurel Hill. Many trees and plants
are labeled to help visitors identify
the various species. Laurel Hill is
on the Virginia Bird and Wildlife
Trail system. It is a classroom to
learn about nature.

The J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace
Preservation Trust, Inc. is a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit that owns 75 acres of
the 1,500 acres the Stuarts owned.
The site includes interpretation of
a Native American site that was
discovered during archaeological
work by the College of William and
Mary nearly 30 years ago. There is
a Slave Cemetery,

interpreted based on oral histo-
ries from George Elbert “Shug” and
Icy Bowman Brown. Laurel Hill is
on the Virginia and National Reg-
isters of Historic Places based on
its Antebellum Farm Site. The role
J.E.B. Stuart played in the War Be-
tween the States is interpreted in a
pavilion featuring five signs written
by Robert J. Trout. The property is
on the Virginia Civil War Trails
and the Civil War Discovery Trail,
and it has two of the Virginia His-
torical Highway Markers from 1932
and 2000.

Thirty years ago, I saw Laurel
Hill as more than just the birth-
place of James Ewell Brown “Jeb”
Stuart. I saw it as an outdoor class-
room where our nation’s history
could be studied through a leisurely
walk along the banks of the Ararat
River, from prehistoric times to the
present day. These are Laurel Hill's
Many Histories.

We invite everyone to learn about

Laurel Hill’s Many Histories. If you
ever want a walking tour, please
drop me an email, and with enough
notice, I will be happy to meet your
group and tell you about the histo-
ry of the Laurel Hill Farm. There
is another Laurel Hill in Virginia
you can walk, and it too is hallowed
ground.

dJ. E. B. Stuart fought his last bat-
tle at the ironically named Laurel
Hill, where he helped put Richard
Anderson’s men into line on May 8,
1864. “Benjamin Humphreys’ Mis-
sissippians and John Henagan’s
South Carolinians, along with John
Haskel’s guns, were led by famous
cavalry commander J.E.B. Stuart
onto the field at Laurel Hill. Utiliz-
ing the element of surprise, the men
slipped behind the earthworks with-
out raising any alarm to the Feder-
als until it was too late. With gray
coats stretching well across Brock
Road — Henagan on the left flank
and Humphreys on the right — Stu-
art told them, “Hold your fire until
the Federals are well within range
and then give it to them and hold
the position to the last man. Plenty
of help is near at hand. The entire
time, one Confederate observer wit-
nessed Stuart “sitting on his horse
amidst a storm of bullets, laughing
and joking with the men and com-
mending them highly for their cour-
age for the rapidity and accuracy of
their fire. Stuart’s leadership of the
cavalry helped buy enough time for
Anderson to hurry up and reinforce
the line along Laurel Hill.”

The next day, May 9, 1864, Major
General John Sedgwick lost his life.
“He was well-liked by his men, who
referred to him as ‘Uncle John.” On
May 9, he was overseeing his troops
moving to the front under a light
harassing fire when a passing sol-

dier dropped to the ground in front
(See Hallowed Ground p. 14)
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Hallowed Ground

(cont from page 13)
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STEP, INC. IS HIRING!

OPPORTUNITIES IN FRANKLIN & PATRICK COUNTIES
. HEAD START TEACHER

. TEACHER ASSISTANT

. SUBSTITUTE TEACHER
. HEAD START MANAGER
. FINANCE ASSISTANT

APPLY TODAY!
stepincva.com/employment/

SUPPORT CHILDREN RIGHT HERE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

of him after a near miss from a sharpshooter.
According to his Chief of Staff, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Martin McMahon, Sedgwick told the soldier
‘Why, my man, I am ashamed of you, dodging
that way. They couldn’t hit an elephant at this
distance.” The soldier stood, saluted, and replied,
‘General, I dodged a shell once, and if I hadn’t, it
would have taken my head off. I believe in dodg-
ing.” Sedgwick laughed and replied, ‘All right,
my man; go to your place.” A few seconds later,
Sedgwick was hit beneath his left eye and died
instantly. He was the senior Union officer killed
in the Civil War.”

John Sedgwick was a friend of J. E. B. Stuart.
They served together in the First U. S. Cavalry,
mainly in the Kansas Territory. Sedgwick once
said Stuart was the “best cavalry officer ever
foaled in America.” When Stuart heard of Sedg-
wick’s death, one diarist reported, “Stuart ex-
pressed his sorrow and ‘told me that if he could
only have been taken instead of being killed he
would most gladly have shared his blanket and
last crust (of bread) with him, as he was one of
the best friends he had in the old army.”

Many years ago, I watched the audiovisu-
al program at the Chancellorsville Battlefield,
which is part of the Fredericksburg and Spot-
sylvania National Military Park, which includes
four battlefields that J. E. B. Stuart fought on
with Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virgin-
1a, including Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Courthouse. The
program at Chancellorsville concluded with the
following, which I find particularly suitable for
walking Laurel Hill:

“Walk this hallowed ground where the story
was written.

For the distant voices of the ageless wind

These quiet, peaceful woods and fields,

Now silent are here to remind us of how much

We owe to the sacrifice of others.

Here they came, here they lived.

Here they died.

What they lost, we lost.

What they gained, we gained.”
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WE COUNT
VIRGINIA.

Virginia votes every
year. Count on it.

Mark your calendar and vote
on Tuesday, November 4.
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