
Early morning fire claims the life of one
By Taylor Boyd
A man died following an ear-

ly morning residential structure 
fire at 154 Memory Lane near the 
North Carolina-Virginia border on 
Sunday, Dec. 7.

Patrick County Sheriff Dan 
Smith said the 911 Communication 
Center received a call on Sunday, at 
3:01 a.m., from a caller stating that 
the residence was on fire. Multiple 
fire departments were dispatched 
and responded to fight the blaze.

Smith said the man was unable 
to escape and died inside the struc-
ture. 

“Out of respect for the family, we 
are not releasing the name of the 
victim until proper notification has 
been made,” Smith said in a Sun-

day morning release. 
Patrick Springs Volunteer Fire 

Department Assistant Chief Clint 
Weidhaas said fire officials re-
ceived the call around 3:04 a.m. to 
report a mobile home fire with an 
entrapment.

“A resident called in advising her 
loved one was in the trailer still,” 
he said.

Moorefield Store Volunteer Fire 
Department, Patrick Springs, Stu-
art Volunteer Fire Department, 
and CCDF Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment were initially toned out. As 
Patrick Springs had a crew at the 
station, Weidhaas said it had a 
truck on route within minutes.

Weidhaas was the first to arrive 
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One person died following a house fire near the Virginia-North Carolina line on Sunday, 
Dec. 7.

The spirit of Christmas — and this year’s parade theme, “Magic of the Season” — was captured in Evelyn Wade’s wonder-
filled expression. She is the daughter of Erica and Robbie Wade. (More photos inside and online at theenterprise.net.) 
Photo by Pat Delaney.

Enterprise to close Stuart office, 
plans uninterrupted publication

For perhaps the first time since 
its founding in 1876, there will 
not be a physical newspaper of-
fice location for The Enterprise. 
The office, located at 129 N. Main 
Street in Stuart, will permanent-
ly close its doors to daily business 
operations as it transitions to a 
remote-first operating model on 
January 1.

Both The Enterprise and the 
Henry County Enterprise will con-
tinue to publish on their regular 
weekly schedules. 

William Thompson, who once 
owned the building, estimated 
the newspaper moved its opera-
tions into the basement office in 
1940. 

With its December 31 closing, 
administrative responsibilities — 
including accounting, subscrip-
tions, and classified ad placement 
— will be consolidated at the com-
pany’s home office in Lewisburg, 
W.Va. 

The shift reflects an indus-
try-wide move toward central-
ized administrative operations 
and reduced overhead costs. This 
decision is not a step backward, 
but rather a strategic move de-
signed to help our local newspa-
pers adapt to the changing media 
landscape and continue to move 
forward in ever-changing times. 

Reporters, the editor and dis-
play advertising director will re-
main based in the communities 
they cover, and news gathering 
will continue as usual. Obituaries 
will be handled locally.

Readers and advertisers will 
continue to receive their weekly 
editions of The Enterprise and 
the Henry County Enterprise as 
if nothing has changed. Subscrip-
tions, advertising, and news cov-
erage will continue without dis-
ruption.

Beginning in January, current 
subscribers with questions about 
billing or delivery, and new sub-
scribers, will be able to contact 
the home office, Mountain Media, 
(304) 647-5724 for assistance. 
A partial list of email addresses 
and contacts for specific depart-
ments is below; additional con-
tact information will be provided 
in upcoming issues. 

New Contact and Submis-
sion Information:
•	 For News Tips and Sub-

missions: Please email our 
editorial team at dhall@theen-
terprise.net. We are always 
interested in local-interest sto-
ries and photos.

•	 For Advertising Inquiries 
and Obituaries: Please con-
tact Wendi Craig at 276-340-
2445, or email advertise@
mainstreetnewspapers.com.

•	 For Subscription or Billing 
Questions: Please call (304) 
647-5724. Email addresses 
and contacts for specific de-
partments will be provided in 
upcoming issues.

•	 Legal Notices: email to Kath-
leen Stickley at legalads@
mountainmedianews.com.

•	 Mailing Address for Pay-
ments: P.O. Box 429, Lewis-
burg, WV 24901

We thank the community for 
its support over the years at our 
physical location and encourage 
you to continue supporting local 
journalism by subscribing, ad-
vertising, and engaging with our 
content.

The Enterprise will mark its 
150th year of continuous publica-
tion in 2026, aligning with Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary. We re-
main deeply committed to being 
out in the community and report-
ing the news that matters to you.

Sammy Shelor’s 
‘Banjorama’ set 

for Saturday 
By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Music Association (PCMA) 

will end the year strong with the annual Sammy 
Shelor’s Banjorama on Saturday, December 13.

Sponsored by Hopkins Lumber, the event is 
free to the public. However, donations are appre-
ciated and used to help the PCMA continue to 
support local musicians and provide free shows 
for the community.

The group is also partnering again with the 
Patrick County Food Bank, with non-perishable 
food items collected during the show to help 
those in need during the Christmas season.

The show will be held in the Patrick Coun-
ty High School (PCHS) Auditorium with doors 
opening at 5 p.m. and music starting at 6 p.m.

PCMA President Denny Alley said the annu-
al event that features Shelor and the Lonesome 
River Band is the organization’s show of the 
year. He described Shelor’s band as a contempo-
rary, bluegrass group.

“The Lonesome River Band is one of the top 
performing acts in the country, and you don’t get 

Lighted tunnel added to 
growing Festival of Lights 

By Taylor Boyd
A lighted tunnel for vehicles to 

navigate, new displays, and return-
ing favorites are among the show-
stopping offerings of the fifth an-
nual Festival of Lights at DeHart 
Park in Stuart. The festival kicks 
off Saturday, Dec. 13, and runs 
through Tuesday, Dec. 23.

Open from 6–8 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday, and until 9 
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, the 
event aims to deliver holiday spirit 
for attendees of all ages.

Amy Corns, chairman of the Stu-
art Parks and Recreation Associa-
tion Fundraising Committee, said 
this year’s festival will feature 64 
displays from local businesses, 
churches, organizations, families, 
and others — the most ever.

“We’re really, really excited. We 
have lots of new businesses and 
community groups that are going to 
add to our festival this year, so that 
should be really exciting,” she said.

To meet the goal of offering some-
thing bigger and better each year, 
Corns said the 2025 festival will 
include a lighted tunnel for drivers.

“We had tremendous community 
support in helping us get this new 
addition,” she said. Numerous indi-
viduals and businesses “helped us 
plant the poles and run the wires 
for the lights to hang on, and we’re 
just truly appreciative of all the 
help that has gone into setting up 
for the lights.”

Admission is $10 per car, and ve-
hicles may drive through the loop 
as many times as they wish.

Corns said the festival typically 
draws 75–100 cars on weeknights 
and around 150 on weekends.

“Of course, each car, some of them 
have vanloads” of spectators, she 
said.

Last year, organizers tracked 
where visitors were coming from.

“I would say a good 75 percent of 
the festivalgoers are from Patrick 
County, but there is a good chunk, 
and I’d say it’s about 25 percent, 
that come from surrounding coun-
ties,” Corns said. “That just warms 
my heart, bringing people to see our 
beautiful county and all that we 
have to offer.”

One of the many scenes from last year’s Festival of Lights at DeHart Park in Stuart.

� (See Lighted p. 4)

� (See Fire p. 3)

� (See Sammy p. 3)
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Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

All dogs and cats 
deserve a permanent 
loving home. Call the 
Patrick County Public 
Animal Shelter at (276) 
694-6259, visit the shel-
ter or their Facebook 
page, to find informa-
tion about these and 
other available pets in 
need of a forever home. 
Adoption fees are $10 
and include spay/neuter 
and vaccinations.

Check out the new 

videos of many of these 
dogs on the Blue Ridge 
Animal Welfare League 
Facebook page. These 
are fantastic pets. We 
also provide pet food 
assistance and are al-
ways in need of pet 
food donations, espe-
cially cat food. Contact 
blueridgeawl@gmail.
com for details. Visit the 
Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League website at 
www.blueridgeawl.org.

Pets of the Week

This sweet Shepherd mix 
female is shy at first but 
warms up quickly. She has 
been at the shelter way too 
long.

Max, a Boxer mix, is an 
extremely good boy. He 
has been at the shelter 
since the beginning of 
August. Please give this 
boy a home.

Reynolds Homestead hosts Victorian Christmas Open House on Dec. 14 

Virginia Tech’s Reynolds Home-
stead will hold its annual Victo-
rian Christmas Open House on 
Sunday, Dec. 14 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
This free holiday tradition invites 
guests to step back in time and 
experience the season much as it 
was celebrated in the mid-19th 
century when the historic home 
was built.  

Costumed docents will lead vis-
itors through the historic home, 
which has been richly decorated 
by Reynolds Homestead volun-
teers and staff. On the lawn, a 
carefully tended firepit will be 
available for fellowship and hol-
ly burning, an Appalachian tra-

dition that likely has roots in 
European Yule celebrations. At 
the community engagement cen-
ter, guests will enjoy crafts, re-
freshments, and live music by a 
Christmas quartet.  

Several activities will be led 
by the Rock Spring Descendants 
Committee to share stories and 
traditions of the enslaved com-
munity, including crafting corn 
husk dolls and other historical in-
terpretations. 

If you are a person with a dis-
ability and wish to request accom-
modation, please contact Kristin 
Hylton at krhylton@vt.edu or 
276-694-7181 ext. 26.  

Members of the Rock Spring Descendants Committee host visitors in the historic kitchen 
at the Reynolds Homestead.  Photos by Kristin Hylton for Virginia Tech

Reynolds Homestead docent John Reynolds leads visitors 
through the historic home.Visitors gather in the Reynolds Homestead community engagement center for live music, crafts, and refreshments. 

Chamber announces Inaugural 
Merry & Bright Market

The Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce announced the inaugural 
Merry & Bright Market, a brand-
new holiday shopping event de-
signed to bring joy, community, and 
unique gift opportunities to the sea-
son. Bring your family and friends 
and enjoy an afternoon of festive fun 
while supporting local artisans and 
producers.

Shoppers can browse an array of 
one-of-a-kind, handmade, and local-
ly crafted gifts from Stuart Farmers’ 
Market vendors and Bull Mountain 
Arts members, offering the perfect 

presents for everyone on your list.
Come hungry—there will be de-

licious food available for purchase 
from Tony’s Pizza along with spe-
cialties from the Pickle & Ash food 
truck.

As a special treat, attendees can 
enter a drawing for a free pass to 
DeHart’s Festival of Lights for this 
year’s spectacular display.

Join us in celebrating the season 
while shopping local on Sunday, De-
cember 14, from 12 to 4 p.m. at the 
Calliope Building, 410 Patrick Ave-
nue in Downtown Stuart.

The Spirit of Christmas
(cont. from page 1)

Wesley Tatum’s family served as the grand marshals of the 53rd annual Christmas Parade. 
Tatum was known and cherished for his annual Christmas display.

Interim County Administrator Michael McGuinness walks alongside the Hazel Y. Clark 
Patrick County Animal Shelter float.

Patrick County Schools message: “There is room for everyone on the nice list.”

Santa Claus prepared for his Christmas flight while participating in Saturday’s parade.
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at the scene at 3:15 a.m. He said the 
residence was two mobile homes put 
together in an L-shaped fashion.

“The mobile home nearest to the 
road was fully involved, and the mo-
bile home in the rear was partially 
involved,” he said. “First responders 

from Patrick Springs initiated a VES 
(Vent, Enter, Search) on the rear mo-
bile home as it was the only part that 
was not on fire yet, and we were un-
sure where he was.”

Weidhaas said the firefighters were 
met with extreme heat as the search 

for the resident was conducted.
“We were unsuccessful in locating 

him initially. There was a little con-
fusion about where he was at first, 
because we did not have the other 
homeowner there. She’d actually ran 
up the road, a quarter mile away, to 
the neighbor, so I didn’t have that in-
formation when I first got on scene,” 
Weidhaas said.

When fire crews received word 
that the man stayed inside the front 
structure, Weidhaas said it had basi-
cally completely collapsed, with the 
roof down on the floor.

“So, firefighters had to meticu-
lously remove debris to locate the 
deceased resident. It took about an 
hour to locate him,” he said.

Moorefield Store responded with 
units and three personnel, Patrick 
Springs had an engine and 10 per-
sonnel, Stuart had two engines and 
six personnel, and CCDF responded 
with tankers and two personnel.

Weidhaas said Patrick County also 
contacted Stokes County for the as-
sistance of the Lawsonville and San-
dy Ridge volunteer fire departments. 
Sandy Ridge responded with units 
and 11 personnel, and Lawsonville 
responded with units and five per-
sonnel. 

Because the structure was in a ru-
ral area, Weidhaas said firefighters 
used a pond at Peters Creek Church 
off Route 8 in Stokes County as a fill 
site to get water.

It was “about a mile away from the 
scene. So, the turnaround time for 
the tankers was good. It wasn’t a long 
travel time to go get water, so that 
was a plus. I’m not sure how many 
gallons we used, but we did have six 
tankers” working to extinguish the 
blaze, he said.

Weidhaas estimated firefighters 
were on scene until about 5:45 a.m.

Investigators from the Patrick 
County Sheriff’s Office are being as-
sisted by Virginia State Police fire 
investigators to determine the cause 
and origin of the fire, according to 
Weidhaas and Smith.

“At this point in the investigation, 
nothing stands out as being malicious 
or suspicious,” the sheriff stated.

“Anytime there’s a fatality like 
that, a lot of times your localities will 
call upon the state police for more 
assistance because you’re bringing 
in more experience to the investiga-
tion. The state police have some oth-
er resources they can pull on, too,” 
Weidhaas said, adding the agent was 
called out of Roanoke.

Fire
(cont. from page 1)

Grand jury returns 60-plus indictments 
Grand jurors in Patrick County handed down 

more than 60 indictments on December 1, ac-
cording to records in the Patrick County Court 
Clerk’s Office.

An indictment is not an indication of guilt, but 
a grand jury’s determination that enough evi-
dence exists to warrant a trial.

Those named in the indictments are:
*Thomasena Elizabeth Collins, 57, of Stuart, 

possess firearm by non-violent felon, April 26.
*Michael Paul Hartfield, 55, of Stoneville, 

N.C., one count each possession of Sch. I or II 
drug and possess a firearm while possessing a 
Sch. I or II drug, May 5.

*William Carles Hall. Jr., 35, of Stuart, pos-
sess firearm by a non-violent felon, June 6.

*Adam Michael Polzella, 45, of Martinsville, 
possession of burglarious tools, May 2.

*Michael Logan Waldron, 28, of Spencer, one 
count each possession of Sch. I or II drugs, pos-
sessing a firearm while a violent felon, and pos-
session of a firearm with Sch. I or II drugs, May 
20.

*Joshua Angel Valencia, 21, of Danville, elude, 
Jan. 21.

*Sherman A. Dillinger, 78, of Stuart, unlawful 
wounding, June 8.

*River Lee Helms, 27, of Woolwine, one count 
each propose sex act by communication system 
and possess child pornography, between June 21 
and June 23.

*Ricky Bradley Penn, 48, of Stuart, one count 
each possess firearm while possessing Sch. I or 
II drugs, possession of a firearm by non-violent 

felon, and possession of Sch. I or II drugs, June 
11.

*Jade Anthony Phillips, 24, of Lawsonville, 
N.C., malicious wounding, June 26.

*Joseph Michael Murphy, 39, of Stuart, pos-
session of Sch. I or II drugs, Aug. 8.

*Michael Patrick Carter, 53, of Stuart, threat 
in writing, July 26.

*Mitchell Steve Slate, 50, of Stuart, possession 
of Sch. I or II drugs, June 11.

*Shannon Gray Pack, 34, of Claudville, one 
count each strangulation and abduction, Aug. 
15.

*James Colton Wuchner, 38, of Stuart, unlaw-
ful shooting in occupied dwelling, July 14.

*Amber Mary Kendrick, 25, of Woolwine, one 
count each conspire to commit malicious wound-
ing and malicious wounding, March 17.

*Freddie Lee Kendrick Jr., 22, of Woolwine, 
two counts solicitation of a juvenile to commit a 
felony and one count each malicious wounding 
and conspire to commit malicious wounding, on 
or between March 1 and March 17.

*Robert Evan Mabe, 42, of Claudville, one 
count each malicious wounding and abduction, 
June 13.

*Damien Drew Collins, 30, of Ararat, four 
counts distribute Sch. I or II drugs; two counts 
distribute Sch. I or II drugs while possessing a 
firearm, on or between July 18 - November 15, 
2024.

*Skilar Engman, 24, of Flint, MI, one count 
each shoplift, conspiracy to shoplift, and obtain 
money by false pretense, Aug. 5.

*Christopher Kirk Gray, 55, of Ararat, one 
count each possession of Sch. I or II drugs and 
sale of Sch. I or II drugs, on or between June 20 
- Nov. 21, 2024.

*Kenneth Dane Gray, 56, of Claudville, one 
count each possession of Sch. I or II drug with 
intent to distribute and possess firearm by a 
non-violent felon, Aug. 19.

*Deshaun Michael Hughes, 37, of Stuart, pos-
session of Sch. I or II drug, Aug. 20, 2024.

*Erin Moore, Aug. 15, 26, of Flint, MI, one 
count each shoplift, conspiracy to shoplift, and 
obtain money by false pretense, Aug. 5.

*Brittany Marie Moss, 27, of Mt. Airy, N.C., 
two counts each distribute Sch. I or II drugs and 
distribute Sch. I or II drugs while possessing a 
firearm, on or between Aug. 6 - Nov. 15, 2024.

*Thatcher Linwood Robertson, 30, of Ararat, 
21 counts take part in or film child porn, three 
counts encouraging a minor to be a subject of 
sexual material, two counts propose sex act by 
communication system, and one count each take 
part in or film child porn, and possess child porn 
(first offense), on or between June 29 and Nov. 1.

*Joseph Coy Setliff, 51, of Stuart, two counts 
possession of Sch. I or II drugs, March 9.

*Nikolaus Ryan Tabor, 39, of Stuart, one 
count each forgery, uttering, and obtain money 
by false pretenses, March 8, 2024.

*Mark Lukus Tatum, 48, of Stuart, perjury, 
July 16.

*Yamonie Williams, 26, of Flint, MI, one count 
each shoplift, conspiracy to shoplift, and obtain 
money by false pretense. Aug. 5.

More than 30 firefighters from Patrick County and Stokes County responded.
Patrick Springs Volunteer Fire Department Assistant Chief Clint Weidhaas said firefighters 
had to use a pond about a mile away to get the necessary water to put out the fire.

Sammy
(cont. from page 1)
cheaper than free” to see them, he 
said.

Formed in Meadows of Dan in 
1982, the group has released 15 re-
cording projects. Shelor, the group’s 
leader, is a Virginia Country Hall 
of Fame member and a five-time 
International Bluegrass Music As-
sociation Banjo Player of the Year 
recipient.

Last year’s Banjorama garnered 
over 500 attendees.

“I think we got 640 seats in there. 
We just need people in each one of 
them,” Alley said. But “it depends 
on the weather. Right now, the 
weather’s the factor in everything. 
I’m not used to seeing snow and 
sleet this early in December,” he 
said.

Nick Goad, Kyser George, & 
Friends will open the show.

“Right now, Kyser has one of the 
hottest touring bands in the coun-
try. He’s a phenomenal musician,” 
Alley said.

Jay Adams, Clyde Bailey, Danny 
Bowers, Barry Collins, Ronny Har-
rison, Nessie Hunt, Doug Joyce, 
Tim Lineberry, Larry Mabe, and 
Tommy Morse are also expected to 
take the stage.

Alley said musical acts are also 
lined up for the first three monthly 
shows of next year.

Concessions will be available for 
purchase from the Patrick Coun-
ty Shooting Education Team, with 
proceeds supporting firearm safety 
education for local youth.

For more information or to watch 
past performances, visit Facebook.
com/PatrickCountyMusicAssocia-
tion.

HVAC night courses 
offered in the spring 

Surry Community College is of-
fering HVAC night courses next 
spring.

Introduction to Refrigeration, 
AHR-110 or AHR-3131C, intro-
duces the basic refrigeration pro-
cess used in mechanical refrigera-
tion and air conditioning systems. 
Topics include terminology, safe-
ty, and identification and func-
tion of components; refrigeration 
cycle; and tools and instrumenta-
tion used in mechanical refriger-
ation systems.

Upon completion, students 
should be able to identify refrig-
eration systems and components, 
explain the refrigeration process, 
and use the tools and instrumen-
tation of the trade. Students can 
take this course to earn credit for 

the HVAC certificate, diploma, or 
degree.

Classes are offered January 9 
through May 11, Mondays and 
Wednesdays, from 6:30 to 10:20 
p.m. This course is available to 
Virginia residents at in-state tu-
ition rates.

For more information, contact 
Timmy Overby, Lead Instructor 
of HVAC and Refrigeration, at 
(336) 386-3268 or overbyt@surry.
edu, or Ray Hoots, Director of En-
gineering Technologies, at (336) 
386-3268 or hootstr@surry.edu. 
For help with college application, 
class registration, or financial 
aid, contact Student Services at 
(336) 386-3264 or studentser-
vices@surry.edu. The deadline to 
register is January 5.

SCC is offering HVAC night courses from Jan. 9 through May 11. For more information, 
contact Timmy Overby, Lead Instructor of HVAC and Refrigeration, at (336) 386-3268 or 
overbyt@surry.edu, or Ray Hoots, Director of Engineering Technologies, at (336) 386-3268 
or hootstr@surry.edu.
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Virginia Heroes: From Rowlett to the Hobacks

As the Congressman representing Virginia’s 
Ninth District, I am on the road often.

When traveling to visit various communities 
in the Ninth, I use some time in the car to listen 
to audiobooks.

One of my favorite genres is history.
In these historical pieces, I often look for rel-

evant information suggesting ties to our region.
One of my recent books, Pearl Harbor: Final 

Judgement by Henry Clausen and Bruce Lee, 
highlights the actions of numerous American 
officials in the run-up to the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor.

Clausen was appointed by U.S. Secretary of 
War Henry Stimson to be special investigator to 
look into the failures of Pearl Harbor.

As part of his investigation, Clausen inter-
views scores of witnesses. One witness is Lee 
County native Frank B. Rowlett.

Rowlett has long been of interest to me partly 
because of his graduation from my alma mater, 
Emory & Henry College (now University), but 
also due to his significant contributions as an 
intelligence officer for the U.S. Army before and 
during World War II.

The United States needed to be on alert as 
conflicts engulfed Europe and Asia.

As Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan were 
invading other countries, the U.S. was deter-
mined to monitor them.

We needed talented cryptologists and crypt-

analysts to help intercept and decipher codes of 
foreign communications systems.

Accordingly, the Army selected Rowlett, 
among others, to accomplish the critical task.

Rowlett helped play a major role in solving 
“Purple,” the codename for Japan’s very sophis-
ticated cipher machine.

In Chapter 2 of Pearl Harbor: Final Judge-
ment, Rowlett claims that he was “the guy who 
actually did the impossible trick” with breaking 
the “Purple” code machine.

Through Clausen’s investigation, he confirms 
Rowlett’s account (p. 44).

Accordingly, American intelligence captured 
essential security and diplomatic information 
from the Japanese. They codenamed the de-
crypted information “Magic.”

“Magic” would be vital to the safety and secu-
rity of American armed forces.

Unfortunately, before the “day that will live 
in infamy,” military leaders at Pearl Harbor 
missed “Magic’s” warning signs.

On December 7, 1941, more than 2,300 Ameri-
can personnel lost their lives from the Japanese 
bombing.

The stunning attack prompted the United 
States to enter World War II. For the war ef-
fort to be successful, American communities like 
Bedford, Virginia, had to send their boys into 
action.

That action ultimately led to the storming of 
Adolf Hitler’s “Fortress Europe” in Normandy 
on June 6, 1944.

None of the Allied forces achieved all of their 
objectives on D-Day.

Would General Eisenhower be forced to order 
a withdrawal from the beaches?

Would the losses of our soldiers be in vain?
In Marching Orders, a separate book written 

by Bruce Lee, Chapter 9 illustrates the signif-
icance of the “Magic” summaries obtained by 
American intelligence.

“Magic” helped inform General Eisenhower 
of Nazi military plans ahead of the Normandy 
landings.

According to military intelligence expert Rob-
ert T. Crowley, “Magic” revealed that, fearing 
an attack elsewhere, “Hitler was not committing 
his reserves” to Normandy.

This gave Eisenhower a “sense of confidence” 
the Allies’ Operation Overlord would succeed (p. 
212).

Among the soldiers who died in the operation 
were 20 from Bedford, Virginia.

That day, no other American community suf-
fered more losses per capita than Bedford, Vir-
ginia.

These “Bedford Boys,” including Raymond and 
Bedford Hoback, made the ultimate sacrifice so 
American forces could overcome and succeed.

Thanks to Rowlett, American intelligence and 
“Magic,” their sacrifice was not in vain.

Later, the Hobacks’ younger sister, Lucille 
Hoback Boggess, committed to honor the sacri-
fice and legacy of her two brothers, the “Bedford 
Boys,” and all who took part in the Allied D-Day 
landings.

Ms. Hoback Boggess helped in the founding of 
the National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, Vir-
ginia.

Along with Delegate Lacey Putney of Bedford 
and Bob Slaughter of Roanoke, she lobbied me 
and the Virginia General Assembly to support 
state funding for the Memorial.

Ms. Hoback Boggess continued to be a beloved 
advocate for the Memorial for many years. Sad-
ly, she just passed away on November 19.

As we observe Pearl Harbor Day, we should 
all reflect on the inspirational legacies of these 
heroes from our region.

In this column, we honor heroes from the 
World War II era. The Ninth District of Virginia 
has produced American heroes from the Ameri-
can Revolution to the present day.
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Like last year, the program will include cou-
pons from local businesses to encourage attend-
ees to visit other shops and restaurants.

“That was well-received last year, so we’re go-
ing to do it again this year,” Corns said. “We’ve 

got a couple of new restaurants on board that 
weren’t on the list last year, so that’s really ex-
citing.”

Carolers will perform nightly at the picnic 
shelter. Groups include the Patrick County High 
School (PCHS) Praise & Worship Team, Middle 
Cross Church, Harvest Worship Center, Stu-
art Elementary School Junior Beta, the PCHS 
Marching Band, and others.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus will also make 
nightly appearances, with Santa situated inside 
the Patrick & Henry Community College (P&H-
CC) building on Monday, Dec. 15.

“Patrons can stop and go in the college, they 
can visit with the varsity and JV cheerleading 
program for the high school,” Corns said. “They 
will be doing a fundraiser inside the college 
where they can buy baked goods and snacks and 
pay to take pictures and visit with Santa Claus.”

Christmas tree ornaments will be given to the 
first 100 visitors.

The P&HCC Fabrication Lab will also be open 
that night for attendees to design and purchase 
their own ornaments, which typically cost $1–
$2, “so very affordable keepsakes,” Corns said.

Most nights along the light trail, local groups 
will set up fundraisers for their organizations. 
Corns said the Sugar Shack, PCHS Senior Beta 
Club, PCHS Band Boosters and the Stuart Ruri-
tans are confirmed to participate.

“I know the money raised will go back into as-
sisting their programs as well as our communi-
ty,” she said.

Funding Purpose
As in previous years, proceeds will support the 

construction of Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) compliant bathrooms at the park.

With funds raised from past festivals and a 
$35,000 grant awarded from Appalachian Power 
(AEP) last month, Stuart Park Board of Direc-
tors Treasurer Frank Pettway estimates about 
$20,000 is still needed to fully fund the project.

While the current 45–50-year-old restrooms 
are adequate, Pettway said they are open only 
seasonally.

“We have to close those in the winter months, 
just to winterize,” he said. “If not, we’re going to 
have them freezing, we’re going to have typical 
water and weather problems. To do it in a public 
facility, it needs to be ADA-compliant. A lot of 
people will rent our shelters and so forth that 
need ADA restrooms.”

Pettway said the planned ADA restrooms will 
be a year-round facility similar to what’s in-
stalled at the Stuart Farmers’ Market.

“It will be available to any and everybody in 
the park. Not just the pool, not just for ball-
games, it will be available 12 months for every-
body in the park,” he said.

The restrooms will be built on part of the park-
ing lot adjacent to the tennis courts, placing the 
facility between the courts and baseball field 1.

“It’ll be easily accessible, and it’ll definitely be 
built to today’s building codes, and it’ll be ADA 
compliant. It puts checks in a whole lot of boxes 
to do it,” Pettway said.

For more information, visit Facebook.com/De-
HartPark-StuartParks&RecreationAssociation.

This year’s festival begins on Saturday, Dec. 13, and runs through Tuesday, Dec. 23.

Congressional staff 
set December hours

Congressman Morgan Griffith’s 
Ninth District STAFF will be 
available in Martinsville and Stu-
art on December 15.

•Martinsville - 10 – 11:30 a.m., 
City Hall, Council Chambers, 55 
W. Church St., Martinsville.

•Patrick County - 12:30 – 2 
p.m., Patrick County Administra-
tion Building, Conference Room, 
106 Rucker Street, Stuart.

In the event of inclement weath-

er (heavy snow, sleet, icy rain, 
etc.), traveling office hours may 
be rescheduled to avoid putting 
constituents at risk. If schools are 
closed in the locality, then office 
hours will be cancelled. 

Call the Christiansburg Office 
at 540-381-5671 or the Abingdon 
Office at 276-525-1405 with any 
questions or to schedule an ap-
pointment time in the event of 
cancellation. dh
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Patrick Pioneers

Stuart Book Club-100th Anniversary: 1925–
2025

By Beverly Belcher Woody
Last week we looked at the Stuart Book Club 

from its inception in 1925 through the social 
and altruistic activities of its first decade. This 
week, we explore additional ways the club con-
tinued to strengthen and serve the Patrick 
County community over the decades.

Club membership has always been limited to 
12 members, united in their devotion to cul-
tural, educational, patriotic, and philanthropic 
service.

The Stuart Book Club was instrumental in 
establishing the first library in Stuart and 
played a key role in securing the county’s 
Home Demonstration Agents, as well as as-
sisting with the organization of the first Home 
Demonstration Club. Members also sponsored 
the creation of the J.E.B. Stuart Woman’s 
Club.

Their early work included providing hot 
lunches for school children, supplying schools 
with a First Aid cot, venetian blinds, cafeteria 
equipment, playground equipment, and books, 
and contributing toward the purchase of a 
playground fence.

During the war years, the club supported 
patriotic efforts including bond rallies and as-
sembling packs for servicemen after induction. 
Members also donated clothing to needy chil-
dren and purchased wheelchairs for children 
with disabilities.

Financial support extended to many major 
charities through generous contributions to or-
ganizations such as the American Red Cross, 
March of Dimes, Salvation Army, and other 
benevolent causes. The club sponsored annual 
fundraising drives for the Children’s Home So-
ciety, contributed to children in need of medi-
cal and hospital care, and helped send a child 
to Camp Easter Seal.

One of the club’s most visible traditions was 
sponsoring the town’s first Community Christ-
mas Tree on the courthouse lawn, complete 
with a visit from Santa Claus and treats for 
children. Members collaborated annually with 
the Rotary Club on this project and also con-
tributed to Christmas Cheer efforts through-
out the community.

When fundraising pledges were being ac-
cepted for the R. J. Reynolds Patrick County 
Memorial Hospital Building Fund, the Stuart 
Book Club donated most of its accumulated 
savings to help offset construction costs. In lat-
er years, members also funded the decorating 
of the hospital dining room.

In its earliest years, the Stuart Book Club 
established a corner lending library inside 
Clark’s Hardware at Main Street and Blue 
Ridge Street. Because Patrick County had no 
florist for many years, the club also served as 
the local agent for Woodruff’s Flowers.  Mem-

bers managed orders for funeral arrangements, 
potted plants, and corsages, using proceeds to 
fund the club’s charitable and civic projects.

Newspaper Highlights
November 22, 1936 — Danville Register & 

Bee:
Twelve books of fiction were donated to the 

high school library. Mrs. Nash Thompson pre-
sented a program on “French Queens of the 
16th Century.”

September 10, 1937 — Martinsville Bulletin:
The Stuart Book Club announced plans to 

hold a children’s clinic at the courthouse.
April 28, 1940 — Roanoke Times:
The club voted to withdraw from the Virgin-

ia Federation of Women’s Clubs, directing that 
all funds be used solely for local community 
needs.

June 20, 1941 — Martinsville Bulletin:
Miss Ladye Clark, librarian of the Patrick 

County Library, thanked the club for a do-
nation of 250 books. The club also purchased 
venetian blinds for the library’s main reading 
room at a cost of $40.00.

May 4, 1945 — Martinsville Bulletin:
As local sponsor of the Girl Scouts, the club 

hosted both Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops at 
the Stuart Baptist Church playroom.

May 25, 1945 — Martinsville Bulletin:
The club donated $15.00 to the Cancer Fund, 

and two $5.00 prizes for a War Bonds Auction 
scheduled for June 2. Prior to the business 
session, members attended the Star Theatre 
to view “Since You Went Away,” an event ar-
ranged by program leader Mrs. A. D. Hopkins.

December 7, 1947 — Danville Register & Bee:
The club purchased a $10.00 tuberculosis 

bond, donated $15.00 toward painting two 
first-grade classrooms at Stuart Elementary, 
and increased its support of the Infantile Pa-
ralysis campaign from $10.00 to $20.00.

March 26, 1948 — Martinsville Bulletin:
The annual Easter flower sale was held at 

Mills’ Store, with Mrs. John F. Clark and Mrs. 
J. Rucker Moore supervising sales. A $25.00 
contribution was made to the Cancer Fund 
campaign.

December 1, 1948 — Martinsville Bulletin:
Due to increased need for free lunches at 

Stuart Elementary, the club donated $50.00 
toward school meals.

February 24, 1957 — Martinsville Bulletin:
The club purchased playground equipment 

for Stuart Elementary School. They also fund-

ed the basketball team banquet ($25.00), do-
nated $50.00 to the American Red Cross, and 
$25.00 to Easter Seal. I would like to interject 
here that the playground equipment was much 
appreciated by the students. I have fond mem-
ories of climbing that giant steel slide and rid-
ing the merry-go-round. 

Betty Kirkpatrick, a former librarian and 
Stuart Book Club member, took on the mon-
umental task of scanning each page of the de-
cades of ledgers and treasury records which 
are housed at the Patrick County Historical 
Society & Museum. 

Today Stuart Book Club continues to stay 
engaged with current events and community 
programs, fostering appreciation of literature 
within the group, in the schools and in the 
community, as they have done for a century.  
The club remains steadfast in its support of 
the Patrick County Library and its mission. 
Membership strongly believes that the love of 
books and the habit of reading developed early 
in life are vital to scholastic success.

Thank you to Suzanne Hutchens and Betty 
Kirkpatrick for assistance with this article. 
For questions, comments, or story ideas, please 
contact Woody at rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com 
or 276-692-9626. 

Family Album

Social Security Matters
By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 

Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Cit-
izens

Ask Rusty – About Tax Filing Status and 
Medicare

Dear Rusty: I’m trying to figure out if I should 
change my IRS filing status to “Married – Filing 
Jointly” prior to getting reviewed for my Medi-
care Part B and Part D. My current IRS status 
is “Married – Filing Single” and I noticed this 
filing status is more stringent. I will be turning 
62 this year (2025) and I’ve read that Medicare 
will review my income 2 years prior to turning 
65. Any input would be appreciated. Signed: Un-
certain Senior 

Dear Uncertain: Your IRS tax filing status 
has no bearing on your eligibility for Medicare 
Part B (coverage for outpatient healthcare ser-
vices) or Medicare Part D (insurance coverage 
for prescription drugs). Medicare is an individu-
al healthcare program, so enrolling in Medicare 
provides coverage for you (only), not your spouse 
(your spouse’s Medicare eligibility will be indi-
vidually evaluated).

What your IRS filing status may affect is the 
amount of your Medicare Part B and Part D 
premiums. There is a Medicare provision called 
“IRMAA” (Income-Related Monthly Adjustment 
Amount), which sets the income thresholds on 
which your Medicare premiums are based, and 
those thresholds are different if you file your in-
come tax as a single, or as “married/filing joint-
ly.” The IRMAA thresholds can change annu-

ally, and there’s no way to yet determine what 
they will be when you are able to enroll in Medi-
care at age 65 (they are currently $106,000 if 
you file as a single, and $212,000 if you file your 
taxes as “married/jointly”). If your “provisional 
income” (your combined income from all sources) 
exceeds the threshold for your filing status, you 
will pay higher (than standard) Medicare Part 
B and Part D premiums. If your income is lower 
than the threshold, you will pay only whatever 
the standard Medicare Part B premium is for 
the year you start Medicare, and there will be 
no supplemental premium for your Part D cov-
erage. For information, the IRMAA supplements 
are progressive – that is, the more you exceed the 
threshold by, the higher your IRMAA premium 
supplement will be. To see the current IRMAA 
thresholds and supplements (again, these will 
likely change when you are eligible for Medi-
care): www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2025-
medicare-parts-b-premiums-and-deductibles.  

You are correct that your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be determined by your to-
tal income from 2 years prior. So, if you plan to 
enroll in Medicare at age 65 (sometime in 2028), 
it is your 2026 income which will determine your 
Part B and Part D premiums, and that income 
will be defined by your 2026 income tax return. 
Note, too, that Medicare premiums are reevalu-
ated each year, based upon your IRS income tax 
return from 2 years prior.  

FYI, there are advantages to filing your in-
come tax as “married/jointly” (vs. married/filing 
separately), and those are best evaluated by 

your tax advisor (we are not tax advisors here 
at the AMAC Foundation). And while it’s true 
that the IRMAA thresholds are higher when you 
file as “married/jointly,” it’s also true that your 
total income as a married couple will be used 
when determining your IRMAA premiums for 
Medicare. So, once again, it is probably best to 
consult with a qualified income tax advisor for 
guidance on whether it is best, financially, for 
you to change how you file your income tax in 
2026, considering that you will be enrolling in 
Medicare in 2028. 

One final thing: If you are still working and 
have “creditable” healthcare coverage from your 
employer (“creditable” is a group plan with at 
least 20 participants), then you can delay enroll-
ing in Medicare until your employer coverage 
ends (thus temporarily avoiding the Medicare 
premiums). In other words, if you have credit-
able healthcare coverage from an employer, you 
don’t have to enroll in Medicare immediately at 
age 65. 

This article is intended for information purpos-
es only and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Dec 1947 Stuart Book Club Ledger

Martinsville Bulletin, 1948

Martinsville Bulletin, 1948
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Sports Briefs

PCHS Sports Schedule
The Patrick County High School 
Cougars Sports Schedule for the 

week of December 15-20:

12/17  7pm	 Boys Basketball at Staunton River
12/19	 6:15pm	 Girls Basketball at North Stokes
	 7:45pm	 Boys Basketball at North Stokes
12/20	 TBD	 Wrestling vs TBA at PCHS
	 9am	 Indoor Track Meet at Roanoke College

THANK YOU 
FOR READING

Trinitee Penn dribbles the ball after a steal against Chatham.

JV Girls Beat Chatham
By Ashlee Mullis
The JV Lady Cougars beat Chatham 42-12 on 

the road, Wednesday, December 3. 
Trinitee Penn led the Cougars with 15 points, 

7 steals, and 5 rebounds. Hailey Lester had 10 
points, 4 rebounds, and 1 steal. Sarah Lawson 
had 6 points, 1 assist, 1 steal, and 5 rebounds. 
Cassidy Brim had 4 points, 1 assist, 5 steals, 

and 4 rebounds. Kyley Cain had 4 points. Bel-
la Clark had 2 points, 2 steals and 1rebound. 
Tiffany Eckrote had 1 point 2 steals and 6 re-
bounds. Bella Wright had 3 assists, 2steals and 
3 rebounds. 

“We played in a tough environment tonight,” 
said Coach Grace Helms. “The ladies kept posi-
tive attitudes and worked together!”

Kendra Worley protects the ball against a Chatham 
defender.

PC Varsity Girls 
Fall to Chatham

By Ashlee Mullis
The Patrick County Varsity Girls Basketball 

Team traveled to Chatham, Wednesday, Decem-
ber 3, to take on the Lady Cavaliers.  The Lady 
Cougars fell 16-50 to a very tough Chatham 
team in the second game of a 3-game week.  PC 
kept it close in the beginning, trailing 5-9 at 
the end of the 1st.  But the Cavaliers turned up 
the heat in the 2nd quarter and never let up.  
Gracen Conner led the Cougars with 6 points, 
3 of those behind the arc. Chloe Hubbard had 5 
points on the night. Sheyan Lester had 3 points, 
and Kendra Worley added 2 points on the night. 

JV Lady Cougars Defeat Bassett
The JV Lady Cougars hosted Bassett, Tues-

day, December 2, defeating the Lady Bengals 
42-9. Trinitee Penn led the Cougars with 19 
points, 4 steals, 4 rebounds, and 1assist. Hailey 
Lester had 7 points, 1 steal, 1 assist, and 7 re-
bounds. Sarah Lawson had 5 points, 5 assists, 
and 7 rebounds. Bella Wright had 4 points. Is-
abella Martin had 2 points, 1assist, and 1 re-
bound. Cassidy Brim had 2 points, 2steals and 
3 rebounds. 

Coach Grace Helms said, “The ladies played 
well tonight. I am grateful for their coachable 
attitudes and grit. I am blessed. They have lots 
of talent and have supportive families.”

Varsity Girls Beat Bassett
The Lady Cougar Varsity Basketball Team 

opened their regular season with a 48-30 home 
win over the Lady Bengals, Tuesday, December 
2.  PC took a 31-17 lead into halftime, never fall-
ing behind on the scoreboard. Kendra Worley 
led the Cougars with 14 points, 3 rebounds, 2 
assists, 2 steals, and 1 block.  She was 2 for 3 
behind the three-point line. Gracen Conner had 
12 points with 6 rebounds, 3 assists, and 1 steal, 
Sheyan Lester had 7 points, 2 rebounds, 2 as-
sists, 1 steal, and 3 blocks.  Chloe Hubbard put 
up 6 points and 6 rebounds. Journey Moore had 
5 points, 6 rebounds, 4 assists, and 3 steals in 
the win.

JV Girls Win Three in a Week
The PC Lady Cougars hosted North Stokes, 

Thursday, December 4, getting a 45-30 win over 
the Lady Vikings. Leading the Cougars was 
Sarah Lawson with 13 points,1 assist, 3 steals, 
1 block, and 7 rebounds. Trinitee Penn had 13 

points, 1 assist, 4 steals, and 3 rebounds. Hailey 
Lester had 12 points, 3 steals, and 5 rebounds. 
Alaina McBride had 6 points and 2 assists. Al-
lie Lewis had 1 point and 3 rebounds. Tiffany 
Eckrote had 2 assists, 2 steals, and 5 rebounds. 
Bella Wright had 3 steals and 4 rebounds while 
Isabella Martin had 2 assists and 3 rebounds. 

Coach Grace Helms said, “We played 3 back-
to-back games this week. I am so proud of these 
ladies! They work hard and are a joy to coach.”

Varsity Girls Knock Off North Stokes
The Varsity Girls Basketball Team hosted the 

Lady Vikings, Thursday, December 4, knocking 
off the Lady Vikings 50-32. Patrick County out-
scored Stokes every quarter going into the third 
with a 27-14 lead.  Kendra Worley put up 12 
points for the Cougars as well as 6 rebounds, 4 
assists, and 6 steals. Abby Royall had 10 points, 
6 rebounds, 1 assist, 7 steals, and 1 block. Chloe 
Hubbard had 10 points, 4 rebounds, 1 assist, 
and 3 steals. Gracen Conner had 7 points, 4 re-
bounds, 3 assists, and 1 steal in the win. Jour-
ney Moore added 6 points, 4 rebounds, 3 assists, 
7 steals, and 1 block.

Varsity Boys Get First Win
The Patrick County Varsity Team got their 

first win of the season, Thursday, December 4.  
The Cougars hosted North Stokes, getting a 70-
58 win over a tough Viking team. Jayden Corns 
led the Cougars in scoring, putting up 20 points.  
Corns also had 10 rebounds and 4 steals. Vishal 
Somasundaram had 18 points and 1 rebound.  
Brayden Hylton had 12 points and 3 rebounds. 
Bronson Edwards had 11 points and 8 rebounds. 
Anderson Brim had 6 points and 2 rebounds in 
the win. 

By Ashlee Mullis

PCHS Sr. Beta students attend summit
Thirteen Patrick County High School Sr. Beta 

students went to Williamsburg for a leadership 
summit on October 27, and stayed at the Great 
Wolf Lodge. On the first day of the summit, Oc-
tober 28, the students competed in a couple of 
competitions including Being Better Betas: Eth-
ical Decision Making and Collaboration Connec-
tion. On the second day, the rest of the students 
completed their competitions–Beta Blitz, All the 

World is a Stage, and Project Proposal. In the 
last assembly, we learned that we qualified for 
nationals in all but one competition.

Students participating in the trip were Jaxon 
Ayers-Rosas, Alexis Cox, Carson Farrar, Willow 
Hylton, David Lawson, Kylee Leonard, Draysin 
Maselli, Callie Montgomery, Elizabeth Post, 
Madison Purdy, Rylee Soliday, Lacey Sutphin, 
and Callie Wood.

Volunteer fire 
agencies to receive 

federal funds
Bassett Volunteer Fire Company, Incorporat-

ed, will receive $58,083, and Woolwine Volun-
teer Fire Department Inc. $408,000, according 
to a release from U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner and 
Tim Kaine.

The two announced over $20 million in federal 
funding for Virginia fire departments, localities, 
and organizations last week. 

This funding is awarded by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) and made 
possible by the Fire Grants and Safety Act, leg-
islation supported by Warner and Kaine that re-
authorized the Assistance for Firefighters (AFG) 
and the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emer-
gency Resources (SAFER) grant programs. 

The AFG and SAFER grant programs are used 
by fire departments and localities to address 
staffing needs, purchase equipment, develop fire 
training and education programs, and improve 
emergency medical services.

“Every day, Virginia’s firefighters risk their 
lives to help and protect our communities,” said 
Kaine, D-Richmond, and Warner, D-Alexandria. 
“We are pleased to announce more than $20 
million in federal funding that will go towards 
ensuring our fire departments have the support, 
training, and resources they need.”

The Assistance for Firefighters (AFG) grant 
program helps firefighters and other first re-
sponders obtain critically needed equipment, 
protective gear, emergency vehicles, training, 
and other resources necessary for protecting 
the public and emergency personnel from fire 
and related hazards. A total of $3,832,551 was 
awarded to 17 Virginia localities and fire depart-
ments for the 2024 Fiscal Year.
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Is Soy Safe? Part 1
In my opinion, soy 

is not only safe but 
potentially beneficial. 
Soy has a long histo-
ry of use in Asia, and 
within vegetarian 
populations through-
out the world. Two of 
the healthiest, long-
lived populations 
in the world – the 
Okinawan Japanese 
and the Seventh-day 
Adventists in Loma 
Linda California – 
are frequent soy con-
sumers. The tradi-

tional Okinawan diet 
derives about 5-6% 
of calories from soy 
or about 2 servings 
a day. If soy foods 
were dangerous, its 
effects would be re-
flected in the health 
and longevity of these 
populations. Soy has 
been extensively re-
searched – about 
2,000 new studies 
on soy are released 
yearly. The value of 
soybeans for human 
health depends on 
the form and quantity 
eaten.—

There is consider-
able negative press 
about soy on the in-
ternet. It can usual-
ly be traced back to 
groups that promote 
animal-based diets. 
These groups are 
strongly invested in 
encouraging the con-
sumption of meat, 
eggs, and dairy, and 
they do an exceptional 
job of convincing con-
sumers to steer clear 
of soy. When plant-
based enthusiasts 
jump on the anti-soy 
bandwagon, they re-
move a whole cate-
gory of food that has 
the potential to make 
the diet more nutri-
tious, more healthful 
and more enjoyable. 
While it is not neces-
sary to eat soy, it is 
not necessary to avoid 
it either. Some indi-
viduals need to avoid 

or limit soy due to 
allergy or severe thy-
roid problems, how-
ever, for most people, 
soy foods are safe and 
nutritious.

The nutritional ben-
efits of soy are simi-
lar to other legumes, 
although soybeans 
are higher in protein 
and fat, and lower in 
carbohydrates. Soy-
beans derive about 
25-38 percent of their 
protein from protein, 
compared with about 
20 to 30 percent for 
other legumes. The 
quality of protein in 
soy is similar to that 
of animal products 
and is better than 
that of other legumes.  
While most legumes 
are low in fat (about 
2-15% of calories), 
soybeans derive about 
40 percent of calories 
from fat. The fat in 
soybeans is mainly 
polyunsaturated, in-
cluding 7 percent al-
pha-linolenic acid (an 
omega-3 fatty acid).

Whole soybeans are 
a rich source of fiber, 
although processing 
diminishes fiber con-
tent. Soybeans are 
high in B-vitamins, 
especially niacin, pyr-
idoxine, and folic acid. 
They are also good 
sources of minerals 
such as calcium, iron, 
magnesium, and cop-
per. Calcium is often 
added to soymilk, and 

tofu is commonly set 
with calcium, so these 
products are partic-
ularly rich calcium 
sources. For many 
years experts thought 
that iron was poorly 
absorbed from soy, 
however, more recent 
evidence suggests ab-
sorption is quite high. 
When consumed with 
vitamin-C-rich fruits 
and vegetables, ab-
sorption is further 
enhanced. Nutrient 
absorption is also im-
proved when soy is 
soaked, cooked or fer-
mented.

 Is soy safe for chil-
dren or the elderly?

Absolutely. Again, 
look at the use of soy 
around the world. 
People in Asia con-
sume soy through-
out their lives, as do 
many vegetarians 
and vegans in West-
ern cultures. There is 
no evidence that this 
use has adverse con-
sequences for health 
when soy is used in 
reasonable quantities 
as part of a healthful 
diet.

And for men? See 
Part 2 of this article.

(Submitted by Bet-
ty Dean. Written by 
Brenda Davis, RD. 
Used by permission 
from www.lifeand-
health.org. Courtesy 
of LifeSpring – Re-
sources for Hope and 
Healing Stuart, VA)
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
171 Russell Gunter Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
In execution of a certain Deed of Trust in the original principal amount 
of $180,606.00 dated August 16, 2017 recorded among the land re-
cords of the Circuit Court for Patrick County on August 24, 2017 as 
Instrument Number: 170001526, the undersigned appointed Substi-
tute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction, at the Main entrance 
of the courthouse for the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101 W Blue 
Ridge St, Stuart, VA 24171 on January 15, 2026 at 11 AM the property 
described in said deed of trust, located at the above address and briefly 
described as: All that certain tract of land, together with the improve-
ments thereon and appurtenances thereunto belonging, lying and be-
ing in Peters Creek Magisterial District of Patrick County, Virginia 
containing 1.000 acre. Tax ID: 4609-112-A.
TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s deposit of $10,000.00 or 10% of the 
sale price, whichever is lower, will be required in the form of a certified 
or cashier’s check. Cash will not be accepted as a deposit. Settlement 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Trustee may forfeit deposit. 
Additional terms to be announced at sale. This is a communication from 
a debt collector. This notice is an attempt to collect on a debt and any in-
formation obtained will be used for that purpose. (Trustee # 25-012326)
Substitute Trustee: ALG Trustee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group PLLC 
PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA 20177 (703) 777-7101 website: www.
Orlans.com
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Trustee’s Sale
153 Fairystone Church Loop, Stuart, VA 24171
(Parcel ID: 4915-90)
Default having been made in the terms of a certain Deed of Trust dated March 25, 2022, in the original prin-
cipal amount of $153,000.00 and recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of Pat-
rick, Virginia on March 25, 2022, as Instrument Number 220000557, the undersigned Substitute Trustees 
will sell at public auction on January 08, 2026 at 10:00 AM, in front of the building housing the County of 
Patrick Circuit Court, 100 N. Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171, the property designated as All that certain tract 
or parcel of land with improvements thereon and appurtenances thereunto belonging, lying and being in the 
Smith River Magisterial District of Patrick County, Virginia, Containing 0.64 acre, more or less, and being 
more particularly described as follows, to-wit: Beginning at a cement marker belonging to the Virginia State 
Highway Department on the Southeast side of State Highway #57, thence with the right of way line of said 
State Highway #57, N. 52 deg. 40 min. E. 392.50 feet to a driven iron stake, a-new corner; thence leaving 
the said State Highway and a new dividing line, S. 40 deg. 55 min. E. 109.00 feet to a driven iron stake; S. 
24 deg. 28 min. E. 31.72 feet to a driven iron stake on the North side of State Route #843; thence with the 
right of way line of said State Route #843, S. 66 deg. 30 min. W. 238.23 feet to a driven iron stake, S. 76 
deg. 17 min. W. 126.40 feet to a Virginia Highway marker, S. 85 deg. 32 min. W. 60.94 feet back to the point 
of Beginning. Sale is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, and conditions, if any, 
of record, or other matters which would be disclosed by an accurate survey or inspection of the premises. 
TERMS: CASH. A deposit of $15,000.00 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required of 
the successful bidder at time of sale. Prior to the sale, interested bidders will be required to register with and 
must present a bid deposit which may be held during the sale by the trustee. The bid deposit must be certi-
fied funds and/or cash, but no more than $9,900.00 of cash will be accepted. The successful bidder’s deposit 
will be retained at the sale and applied to the sale price. If held by the trustee, all other bid deposits will be 
returned to the unsuccessful bidders. Settlement is to be made within 15 days. The successful bidder will 
be responsible for obtaining possession of the property, and for all costs and fees related to recording the 
Trustee’s Deed, including the grantors tax. The successful bidder will be required to execute a Memoran-
dum of Trustee’s Sale, available for review upon request before the sale, outlining additional terms of sale 
and settlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be prepared by Trustee’s attorney at high bidder’s expense. This is a 
communication from a debt collector. Tromberg, Miller, Morris & Partners, PLLC on behalf of Southeast 
Equity Trustees, LLC and/or Auction.com-VA, LLC, Substitute Trustee(s), 5310 Markel Road, Suite 201, 
Richmond, VA 23230, File No. 23-000273, Tel: 804-525-1570.
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BWW# VA-355050-2
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 326 HILL VALLEY ROAD, STUART, VA 24171. In execution of a certain Deed 
of Trust dated March 24, 2006, in the original principal amount of $81,632.18 recorded in the Clerk’s Of-
fice, Circuit Court for Patrick County, Virginia as Instrument No. 060000758. The undersigned Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction in the front of the Circuit Court building for Patrick County, 
101 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia, or any such temporary alternative Circuit Court location 
designated by the Judges of the Circuit Court, on January 15, 2026, at 2:45 PM, the property described 
in said Deed of Trust, located at the above address, and more particularly described as follows: ALL OF 
THAT ONE CERTAIN LOT, TRACT, OR PARCEL OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON AND APPURTENANCES THEREUNTO BELONGING, LYING AND BEING IN 
PETERS CREEK MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, ON THE EAST 
SIDE OF STATE ROAD #730, THAT IS MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:
BEGINNING AT A DRIVEN IRON STAKE, A NEW CORNER, ON THE EAST SIDE OF STATE ROAD 
#730, THENCE A NEW DIVIDING LINE S. 70 DEG. E. 157 FEET 7 INCHES TO A NEW CORNER 
IRON STAKE; THENCE ANOTHER NEW DIVIDING LINE S. 20 DEG W. 200 FEET TO A DRIVEN 
IRON STAKE IN THE LINE OF WITT ROGERS PROPERTY; THENCE WITH THE RODGERS LINE 
N. 64 DEG. 46 MIN. W. 181 FEET 3 INCHES TO A DRIVEN IRON STAKE ON THE RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF THE SAID STATE ROAD #730; THENCE LEAVING THE ROGERS LINE AND WITH THE 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID STATE ROAD #730; THENCE LEAVING THE ROGERS LINE AND 
WITH THE RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID STATE ROAD #730 N. 28 DEG. 45 MIN. E. 186 FEET 3 
INCHES BACK TO THE POINT OF THE BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.75 OF AN ACRE, MORE OR 
LESS, BY SURVEY TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH.
A bidder’s deposit of ten percent (10%) of the sale price or ten percent (10%) of the original principal bal-
ance of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, in the form of cash or certified funds payable to the 
Substitute Trustee must be present at the time of the sale. The balance of the purchase price will be due 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Purchaser’s deposit may be forfeited to Trustee. Time is of the 
essence. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser may, if provided by the terms of the Trustee’s Memorandum of Foreclosure Sale, 
be entitled to a $50 cancellation fee from the Substitute Trustee, but shall have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. A form copy of the Trustee’s memorandum of 
foreclosure sale and contract to purchase real property is available for viewing at www.bwwsales.com. Ad-
ditional terms, if any, to be announced at the sale and the Purchaser may be given the option to execute the 
contract of sale electronically. This is a communication from a debt collector and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose. The sale is subject to seller confirmation. Substitute Trustee: Equity Trustees, 
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt Road, Suite 240, Richmond, VA 23229. For more information contact: BWW Law 
Group, LLC, attorneys for Equity Trustees, LLC, 6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852, 
301-9616555, website: www.bwwsales.com. VA-355050-2.
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Terri S. Wood, Manager

Now Serving 
Patrick County 

Call Today!

According to records in the Pat-
rick County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
office, the following marriage li-
censes were issued:

October
Conner Stanley and Mackenzie 
Belcher
Charles Ray III and Miranda 
Carroll

 November
Nathan Fernanders and Emily 
Ruff
Jacob Hall and Brooklynn Cavi-
ness
Jeffery Inman and Brenda Hylton
Branson Bolt and Autumn Law-
son
Luke Jessup and Emily Chitwood

Marriage Licenses

FIN
D US ON
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Evona Lula Helms

Mrs. Evona Lula 
Helms, age 85, of Mead-
ows of Dan passed 
away suddenly and 
peacefully at her home 
on December 1, 2025. 
She was born on Janu-
ary 17, 1940, in Floyd 
County. Evona was 
known later in life to 
many as “Mountain 
Grandma”, for she was 
a caring, loving, and 
hard-working moth-
er, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother. 
She didn’t move a 
mountain, but she kept 
her part of the moun-
tain beautiful.

Evona was preceded 
in death by her parents 
Lula Belcher Harris 
and Marvin J Harris; 
husband, Coy R Helms; 
brother, Dale Harris; 
grandson, Justin R 
Helms and great grand-
son, Dalton L Derrow.

Left to cherish her 
memories are her lov-
ing companion of over 

30 years, Lavoy Bray 
Sr; sons, Dennis L 
Helms and wife, Deb-
orah P Helms; Clay-
ton L Helms and wife, 
Earlene S Helms; three 
granddaughters, Alice 
Derrow, April Helms 
and Angela Helms; 
also three step grand-
children, Crissie Sny-
der, Carla Pavon, and 
Ashley Whitehead; one 
great granddaughter, 
Olive R Derrow; sisters, 
Barbara Luckado and 
Hettie Webb; broth-
er, Roger Harris; and 
many nieces, nephews, 
other family members, 

and friends that will 
cherish her memory.

Funeral services will 
be held at Conners 
View Primitive Baptist 
Church, 3408 Mountain 
View Road, Meadows of 
Dan, on Friday Decem-
ber 5, at 1:00 p.m. with 
Elder Tim McGrady of-
ficiating. Burial will im-
mediately follow in the 
church cemetery. Fam-
ily will receive friends 
one hour prior to the 
service at the church. 
The family requests in 
lieu of flowers that do-
nations be made to Con-
ners View Primitive 
Baptist Church Cem-
etery Fund, c/o Barry 
Fain, 459 Woodland 
Drive, Stuart, VA 24171 
or to the Glaucoma Re-
search Foundation, 131 
Steuart Street, Suite 
200, San Francisco, CA 
94105. Online condo-
lences may be made by 
visiting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

James Douglas “Doug” Griffin
Mr. James Douglas 

“Doug” Griffin, age 
77 of Patrick Springs, 
Virginia, passed away 
at SOVAH Hospital of 
Martinsville and Hen-
ry County on Wednes-
day, December 3, 2025. 
He was born in Stokes 
County, North Caroli-
na, on June 25, 1948, 
to the late Clarence 
Griffin, Sr. and Mary 
Bennett Griffin. In ad-
dition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death 
by a stepdaughter, An-
gela “Snookie” Rorrer; 
two sisters, Tina Grif-
fin and Nancy Spencer; 
and a brother, Clarence 
Griffin, Jr.  Doug faith-
fully and honorably 
served in the United 
States Army during 
the Vietnam War. He 
was a retired truck 
driver with many years 
of service. He was a 
member of Mayo Chris-

tian Church, where he 
taught Sunday School 
and helped visit the 
sick and the shut-ins. 
He dearly loved his 
family and was always 
willing to help others 
and put others before 
himself.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Doug are 
his devoted wife of 45 
years, Phyllis Goard 
Griffin of the home; son 
James “Jamie” Grif-
fin (Vicky) of Fresno, 
California; grandson, 
Andrew “Griff” Griffin 

of Fresno, California; 
sister, Judy Stanley of 
Madison, North Car-
olina; brother, Tony 
Griffin of Greensboro, 
North Carolina; and 
many nieces and neph-
ews.

Following Doug’s re-
quest, the family will 
have a private service 
officiated by Pastor 
Curt Ashley. Military 
rites will be provided 
by the Patrick Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial 
Honor Guard. Moody 
Funeral Home in Stu-
art has been entrust-
ed with the services, 
and online condolences 
may be sent by visiting 
www.moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

Doug’s family wants 
to express their grati-
tude to Mountain Val-
ley Hospice and Moody 
Funeral Home for their 
care and kindness.

Joan Williams
Joan Williams, age 

77, left this world 
peacefully on Decem-
ber 5, 2025 supported 
by the family that she 
spent her life loving, 
nurturing, and sharing 
her wisdom with.

Joan was a Wife, 
Mother, Grandmother, 
Sister, Aunt and a 
friend to so many. She 
never met a stranger 
and was always quick 
to engage in a conver-
sation or share a warm 
hug. She had a kind, 
giving heart and was al-
ways doing something 
thoughtful for someone.

She was born in 
Woolwine, Virginia on 
May 16, 1948, and was 
the oldest of 7 children. 
She was in charge from 
the very beginning and 
carried that with her 
throughout her life. 
She went on to raise 3 
children of her own and 
2 bonus children and 
at last count she had 
7 grandchildren and 9 
great grandchildren. 
She encouraged her 
children very early on 
to be thinkers and pur-
sue knowledge through 
technology. She was 
also a very hands on 
grandma; attending 
ball games, kid-centric 
events, birthday par-
ties, and always made 
time to spend with 
her grandkids teach-
ing them to sew, cross 
stitch, cook and quilt.

She wore many hats 
in her lifetime and 

had many strengths. 
Whether she was sell-
ing Princess House 
crystal and earning 
trips, building houses, 
coaching a basketball 
team, dressing up for 
a re-enactment to run 
the tea party, or volun-
teering her time in her 
community, she did it 
all with so much heart 
and her big, wonderful 
personality.

Joan was very active 
in her church, faith-
ful to her beliefs, and 
was appreciative of her 
church family.

She lived in several 
places throughout her 
life, but Patrick County 
remained in her heart 
and she was happy to 
be able to live and retire 
here.

She always had a 
positive attitude and 
a solution to every 
problem and always 
led by example. She 
was generous, kind, 
strong, smart, and sim-
ply a very good human 
and she will be dearly 
missed. The world has 
lost a bright light.

Joan was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
Thomas Conner and 
Nannie Ruth Conner 
and 3 siblings; Michael 
Conner, Marcus Con-
ner and Diane Giles-
pie. She is survived by 
her siblings; Donna 
Jewel (Ray), Jeannette 
Belcher (Ellis), Ronnie 
Conner, her spouse; 
Terry Williams; ex-hus-
band Richard Caudill, 
children; Cory Bryant 
(AnnMarie), Logan 
Bryant (Catherine), 
Melissa Caudill (Phil), 
Paul Williams, and 
Matthew Williams; 7 
grandchildren, David, 
Tyler, Daniel, Hannah, 
Corie Marie, Ashley 
and Callie, several niec-
es and nephews and 
dear friend Elizabeth 
Armendi.

Joan’s memorial ser-
vice will be held at True 
Gospel Baptist Church, 
7403 Salem Hwy, Stu-
art, VA on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2025, at 
2:00 p.m. with Pastor 
J.R. Shelton officiating. 
Burial will immediate-
ly follow in the church 
cemetery. Family will 
receive friends one hour 
prior to the service at 
the church. In lieu of 
flowers, please make 
a donation in Joan’s 
name to the True Gos-
pel Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 504, Stuart, 
VA 24171. Online con-
dolences may be made 
by visiting www.moo-
dyfuneralservices.com.

Obituaries cont. on page 12

Sellinah Lomalangeni Hill
Mrs. Sellinah Lo-

malangeni Hill, age 
63 of Stuart, passed 
away Sunday, No-
vember 30, 2025 at 
the Woltz Hospice 
Home in Dobson, 
North Carolina. She 
was born on Novem-
ber 23, 1962 in Piggs 
Peak, Eswatini to the 
late Winie Lomhlume. 
She was a member of 
the Greater Taberna-
cle of Praise where 
she sang in the choir. 
Mrs. Hill came to Pat-
rick County, Virginia 
in 1986 with the Swa-
ziland Weavers, who 
were well known for 
their beautiful tapes-

tries. 
Mrs. Hill is survived 

by her husband of 28 
years, James Robert 
Hill of the home; two 
sons, Maswazi Gause 
of Stuart and Sandile 
James Hill, Jr. of Stu-
art; and a sister, Sim-

my Simsile Matse of 
Eswatini. 

Funeral services 
will be held Satur-
day, December 6, 
2025 at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Greater Taber-
nacle of Praise with 
Pastor Melton Rober-
son officiating. Burial 
will follow in Patrick 
Memorial Gardens. 
A wake will be held 
one hour prior to the 
service at the church. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is handling 
the arrangements, 
and online condolenc-
es may be sent by vis-
iting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Violet Irene Williams Hubbard
Mrs. Violet Irene 

Williams Hubbard, 
age 87 of Stuart, Vir-
ginia, passed away 
Wednesday, De-
cember 3, 2025. She 
was born on March 
28, 1938, in Patrick 
County, Virginia to 
the late August Riley 
Williams and Thelma 
Jane Slate Williams. 
She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Harold Thomp-
son Hubbard; a sister, 
Rachel “Gail” Flippin. 
Violet enjoyed watch-
ing the birds and all 
flowers. The joy of her 
life was her family. 
She loved spending 
time with her family, 
and she held a special 
place in her heart for 
her grandsons and 
great-grandsons. She 
will be remembered as 

a devoted wife, loving 
mama, adoring gran-
ny, and caring sister, 
aunt, and friend.

Mrs. Hubbard is sur-
vived by two daugh-
ters, Cindy Hylton 
(Randy) of Stuart, Ka-
tina Hylton (Brad) of 
Stuart; two grandsons, 
Brent Hylton (Michae-
la) of Woolwine, Chase 
Hylton of Stuart; 

two great-grandsons, 
Dawson and Riley; 
three sisters, Vera W. 
Wood of South Boston, 
Joan Smith of Stuart, 
Essie Holt (Guy) of 
Stuart, one brother 
Riley Williams (Ger-
aldine) of Bassett;  
brother in law, Lar-
ry Flippin of Stuart; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

A graveside service 
will be held Monday, 
December 8, 2025, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Jacks 
Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church Ceme-
tery with Elder Tim 
McGrady officiating. 
Moody Funeral Home 
in Stuart is handling 
the arrangements, 
and online condolenc-
es may be sent by vis-
iting www.moodyfu-
neralservices.com.

Nellie Jean Joyce Terry
Nellie Jean Joyce 

Terry, 93, of Hen-
ry County formerly 
of Patrick County, 
Va passed away on 
Monday, December 
1, 2025 at Stanley-
town Health Care 
She was born in Pat-
rick County on Au-
gust 26, 1932 to the 
late Nannie Sue Tug-
gle and Louie Wash-
ington Joyce. She is 
preceded in death by 
one daughter, Joyce 
Kaye Cobbler, son, 
Carl Louie Terry, five 
sisters Edith Wray, 
Ilda Mitchell, Racine 
Craig, Geneva Dillon, 
Annie Bea Adams and 
four brothers, James 
Curtis Joyce, Dolphus 
Joyce, Bobby Joyce 
and Ronnie Joyce.

She was a member 
of Long Branch Prim-
itive Baptist Church 
, celebrated a mile-
stone of seventy five 
years of marriage on 
November 7, 2025, 
was a wonderful cook, 
devoted wife, enjoyed 
canning, loved her 
family, and babysit-
ting children. Cared 
for approximately up 
to 40 children over 

her years and col-
lecting dolls loved to 
read, loved to garden, 
loved to quilt and cro-
chet, and loved home. 
She joined the Prim-
itive Baptist Church 
in 1957, at the time 
of her death, was 
a member of Long 
Branch Primitive 
Baptist Church in 
Ferrum, VA

She is survived by 
her husband, Carl 
Terry of the home, 
one daughter, Bonnie 
Jean Terry Goard, two 
sons, George William 
Terry of Holly Lake 
Ranch, TX,  Mark 
Terry of Bassett, VA, 
, one sister, Peggy 
Merriman (Moyer), of 

Bassett, VA, Tommy 
Joyce (Emma- Dean) 
of Bassett, VA, eight 
grandchildren, Susan 
Davis, Victoria Ow-
ens, Tommy Bell, Ter-
ry Cobbler, Amanda 
Olivera, Wilson Cob-
bler, Lanca Foster, 
Leah Johnson, seven-
teen great-grandchil-
dren, four great-great 
grandchildren, sever-
al nieces and neph-
ews.

A funeral will be 
held at 2:00 pm on 
Saturday, December 
6, 2025 at Norris Fu-
neral Services Chapel 
in Stuart with Elder 
Mark Terry and El-
der Junior Conner of-
ficiating. Burial will 
follow at Dan River 
Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery in 
Vesta, Va. 

The family will re-
ceive friends one hour 
prior to the service 
from 1:00 pm to 2:00 
pm. 

Norris Funeral 
Services in Stuart 
is serving the Terry 
family

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
norrisfuneral.com.

Roger Allen Echols
Mr. Roger Allen 

Echols, age 85, of 
Woolwine, Virginia, 
passed away at Lewis 
Gale Medical Center 
on Friday, Decem-
ber 5, 2025. He was 
born in Georgia on 
June 28, 1940, to the 
late Cornell Echols 
and Gertrude Hud-
son Echols.  Roger 
honorably served in 
the United States Air 

Force.
Left to cherish the 

memories of Roger 
are his loving and 
devoted wife of 41 
years, Joanne Martin 
Echols, and his faith-
ful companion Skye. 

All services for Mr. 
Echols will be private. 
Online condolences 
may be made by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Immanuel (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. Which Old Testament prophet 
said the most about the birth of 
Christ? Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah

3. From Matthew 1:18, when Mary 
became pregnant, she and Joseph 
were ...? Married, Engaged, Just 
friends, Strangers

4. In Luke 2:8-11, how did the 
shepherds learn of Christ’s 
birth? Magi informed, Joseph 
announcement, Mighty wind, 
Angel appearance

5. Where did the wise men go 
first when they arrived in the 
Holy Land? Nazareth, Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Hebron

6. What does the Bible record as 
to when Jesus was born? Late 
September, Dec. 25, March 17, 
Does not

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Isaiah, 
3) Engaged, 4) Angel appearance, 
5) Jerusalem, 6) Does not

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)
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A Genealogy of Hope, 
Grace, and Providence

By Pastor Wayne Moore
High Point Baptist Church
2381 Big A School Road, Stuart
Genealogies are boring, unless 

they are yours. Few people find 
excitement in long lists of names, 
but when those names connect to 
your own story, suddenly the re-
cord becomes alive. Matthew be-
gins his Gospel with a genealogy. 
For his Jewish audience, this was 
not a dull introduction but a pow-
erful attention-grabber. Genealo-
gies mattered deeply to them, and 
Matthew knew that tracing Jesus’ 
lineage would immediately estab-
lish credibility. Even today, Jesus’ 
genealogy remains an effective 
way to introduce Jewish people to 
their Messiah.

Matthew presents Jesus’ ge-
nealogy as compelling evidence 
that He is the long-awaited Mes-
siah, the fulfillment of God’s cov-
enant promises. More than a list 
of names, it is a testimony of 
hope, grace, and providence. God 
sent His sinless Son through sin-
stained families like ours to save 
us from our sins. The genealogy of 
Jesus reminds us that God works 
through broken people and broken 
histories to accomplish His perfect 
plan.

“The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham…. So, all the 
generations from Abraham to Da-
vid are fourteen generations, from 
David until the captivity in Baby-
lon are fourteen generations, and 
from the captivity in Babylon un-
til the Christ are fourteen gener-
ations.” (Matthew 1:1, 17, NKJV)

Matthew’s arrangement is pur-
poseful. He begins with the phrase 
“The book of the genealogy,” echo-
ing Genesis, and tying Jesus’ 
coming to God’s plan of salvation 
across all of history. He gives Je-
sus three titles: Christ, the Son of 
Abraham, and the Son of David. 
Each title is loaded with covenant 
meaning. Jesus is the Messiah 
promised through Abraham’s seed 
and David’s royal line. Matthew 
then divides the genealogy into 
three sections. From Abraham to 
David, the line highlights God’s 
covenant promises. From David 
to the exile, the dynasty continues 
through kings, even in corruption 
and decline. From the exile to Je-
sus, the line endures despite judg-
ment, culminating in the One who 
reigns forever on David’s throne. 
Finally, Matthew summarizes the 
genealogy in three sets of fourteen 
generations, underscoring God’s 

providential order.
Jesus’ genealogy assures us that 

God is our hope. It is hope that en-
dures centuries. From Abraham to 
Jesus spans 2,000 years. From Je-
sus to today is another 2,000 years. 
God did not forget to send His Son 
the first time, and He will not for-
get to send Him back again. It is 
also hope that endures circum-
stances. Matthew wrote to Jewish 
believers in the latter half of the 
first century, at least twenty years 
after Jesus’ death, resurrection, 
and ascension. Times were hard. 
Persecution was increasing. Divi-
sion with Judaism was widening. 
Believers were labeled traitors 
by fellow Jews and persecuted by 
Rome for refusing pagan worship. 
They suffered the same disasters 
and economic struggles as every-
one else. Yet Matthew reminded 
them: God’s promises endure.

Jesus’ genealogy also assures us 
that God offers grace. It is grace 
for men and women, Jews and 
Gentiles, saints and scoundrels. 
Judah and Tamar remind us of 
scandal and sin. Rahab, a har-
lot, shows God’s mercy. Ruth, a 
Moabitess, demonstrates the in-
clusion of Gentiles. David, though 
a man after God’s heart, fell into 
grievous sin. The genealogy is not 
a pristine record of perfect people. 
It is a tapestry of brokenness wo-
ven together by God’s grace.

Finally, Jesus’ genealogy as-
sures us that God provides. Jeco-
niah was respected and provided 
for even in captivity. Remarkably, 
a conquering king treated him 
well. God preserved the royal line 
through exile and return, ensuring 
that His promises would not fail. 
Providence means God’s hand is 
at work, even when circumstanc-
es seem hopeless. The genealogy 
testifies that God’s plan cannot be 
thwarted.

Matthew’s genealogy is far 
more than a list of names. It is 
a declaration of God’s faithful-
ness. Through centuries and cir-
cumstances, through saints and 
sinners, through exile and resto-
ration, God was weaving His plan 
to bring forth His Son. For us, 
the message is clear: God is our 
hope—He has not forgotten His 
promises. God is our grace—He 
redeems broken people. God is our 
provider—He sustains His plan 
through history. Genealogies may 
seem boring, but when they tell 
the story of Jesus, they become 
the most compelling introduction 
of all.
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KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.

net

THOMAS LAND 
SOLUTIONS LLC
Forestry mulching, 
overgrown property 

cleanup, bush-hogging, 
pasture & field 

reclamation, ATV & 
walking trails, hunting 

lanes, skid-steer, tractor 
and mini-excavator 

work. Free estimates. 
Call 276-229-9410 or 

Facebook Thomas Land 
Solutions LLC

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER
HOME RE-MODELER
40 years’ experience,
repairs, decks, gutter 
cleaning, trim work, 

wooden bridge repair, 
power washing, tree 

cutting, demolition and 
anything else you need 

done. Senior citizen 
discount. Call Joe at 

(276) 229-1029.

The County of 
Patrick is accepting 

applications from 
qualified applicants 
for a part-time Solid 

Waste Transfer Station 
Attendant. Duties of 

the position will include, 
but are not limited to, 
customer assistance, 
operation of scales, 
loading trailers, and 
facility maintenance. 

The preferred candidate 
must be capable of 
performing manual 

labor, possess good 
interpersonal skills, and 
be able to communicate 

effectively with the 
public. Basic math, 

clerical, and computer 
skills to prepare 

customer tickets and 
perform record keeping 

are required. A high 
school diploma or GED 
is required. Applicants 

must be willing to submit 
to a background check 

and drug screen.  
This is a part-time 

position with no benefits.  
Hourly wage is $15.45.  
Hours will be scheduled 

as required between 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
with rotating Saturdays.  
Hours are limited to 29 
or less per workweek.  

The Patrick County 

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

employment application 
is available at https://
www.co.patrick.va.us/

Jobs.aspx.    Applicants 
must submit a Patrick 
County employment 

application to be 
considered for the 

position. The position 
will remain open until 

filled. The County 
of Patrick is an 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does 

not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, 
religion, disability, or 

age.  

The County of 
Patrick is accepting 

applications from 
qualified applicants 

for a part-time Parks & 
Recreation Assistant. 
Duties of the position 

will include, but are not 
limited to, operating 

grounds maintenance 
mowing equipment, 
including tractors, 
mowers, and weed 
eaters; preparing 

ballfields; trash and 
debris collection and 
disposal; assisting 
with landscaping; 

miscellaneous general 
grounds maintenance 
tasks; assisting with 
recreational sporting 

events; and other duties 
as assigned by the 
Parks & Recreation 

Director.  
The preferred 

candidate will have 
experience with grounds 
maintenance equipment 
operation and be able 

to perform manual 
labor. A valid Virginia 
driver’s license with 

an acceptable driving 
record to Patrick County 

and its insurance 
carrier(s) is required.  

This is a part-time 
position with no  

benefits.  Hourly wage 
is $15.45. Hours will be 
scheduled as required 
between 8:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Evening, 
weekend, and flexible/

irregular work schedules 
may be required. Hours 

are limited to 29 or 
less per workweek 
The Patrick County 

employment application 
is available at https://
www.co.patrick.va.us/
Jobs.aspx. Applicants 
must submit a Patrick 
County employment 

application to be 

considered for the 
position. The position 
will remain open until 

filled.  Applicants must 
be willing to submit 
to background and 

drug screenings. The 
County of Patrick is 

an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does 

not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, 
religion, disability, or 

age.  

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 

target audience. Call 
this paper or Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s 

Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 

10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-844-746-2332

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 

guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-877-614-

6667 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 

get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an 

additional 10%. Restric-
tions apply, see repre-
sentative for warranty 

and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

turing our FREE shower 
package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors avail-

able. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time 

Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call 

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $475+$86 court 

cost. WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028.

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 

Premium nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S. based 

customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564.
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Thank you for reading The Enterprise

“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, 
aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, 
Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs 

(no tvs), and more.(no tvs), and more.
Call Call 276-694-5692  276-694-5692  for priCesfor priCes

Jamie’s Jamie’s 
Recycling Recycling 

CenterCenter

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

We offer Roll 
Off Services

3609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 241713609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-5692276-694-5692

Jamie’s Recycling CenterJamie’s Recycling Center

Hours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1pHours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1p
“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26

READ MORE AT 
WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

(Meeting/event information must be received 
no later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the desired 
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Thursday, Dec. 11
The Tourism Advisory Council will meet at 6 

p.m. in the Patrick & Henry Community College 
community room.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
The Patrick County Planning Commission 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the second-floor confer-
ence room of the Patrick County Administration 
Building. 

Wednesday, Dec. 17
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m. 

in the town office.

Thursday, Dec. 18
The Patrick County School Board will meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Events 

Wednesday, Dec. 10
The Patrick County Community Food Bank 

will open at the Stuart site from 8:30-11 a.m. 
and from 5-6:30 p.m., at the Fellowship Church 
in Ararat from 8-10 a.m., and at the Communi-
ty Building in Meadows of Dan starting at 5:30 
p.m. 

Book bingo, Patrick County Library, 10:30 
a.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 11
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group will 

meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rota-
ry Field in Stuart, with entertainment provided 

by Jimmy Handy. Attendees are requested to 
bring finger foods and desserts to share. Also, 
in support of the local food bank, each attendee 
is requested to bring two cans of nonperishable 
food as a donation.

Grace Baptist Church will hold a blood drive 
in the fellowship hall from 1-6 p.m. To schedule 
an appointment, go to RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter GBCS.

Friday, Dec. 12
The Patrick County Library will hold its Ho-

meschool Bookworm program at 10:30 a.m. with 
homeschoolers aged 6-10 welcome.

Saturday, Dec. 13
Sammy Shelor’s annual ‘Banjorama,’ will be 

held in the Patrick County High School (PCHS) 
Auditorium, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., music starts at 6. Admission is 
free, courtesy of Hopkins Lumber and Patrick 
County. However, donations are appreciated. 
Nonperishable food also will be collected, and 
donated to the Patrick County Food Bank to 
help those in need.

Sunday, Dec. 14
The Reynolds Homestead will hold its Victori-

an Christmas Open House from 1-4 p.m. Mem-
bers of the Rock Spring Descendants committee 
will be hosting special crafts, historical interpre-
tation, and other activities. The event is free to 
the public.

Thursday, Dec. 18
Trivia Night, Patrick County Library, 6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 19
The community food truck will be at Fairys-

tone VFD from 3-4 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 20
The Patrick County Democratic Committee 

will hold an assembled caucus beginning at 
10:30 a.m. at the Patrick County Library to elect 
members of the committee for 2026-2027. No one 
admitted after 11a.m. Call 276-957-2506/229-
2084 for more info.

Sunday, Dec. 21
Indoor Christmas Play: “Promise Fulfilled,” 

11 a.m., High Point Baptist Church, 2381 Big A 
School Road, Stuart.

Ongoing

Saturday, Dec. 13 - Tuesday, Dec. 23
DeHart Park’s Festival of Lights will be held 

nightly from 6-8 p.m. on Sunday-Thursday 
nights and from 6-9 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day nights. 

The Patrick County Parks and Recreation 
Office are holding sign-ups for grades K–3 bas-

ketball season. The deadline is Monday, Janu-
ary 12. Students in grades K – 1 and students 
in grades 2-3 will play on co-ed teams according 
to the two described grade-level groupings on 
Saturdays during February and March. Forms 
are available at any elementary school or the 
recreation department. Contact the recreation 
department at 276-694-3917 or recdept@co.pat-
rick.va.us with questions.

The Patrick County Patriots will hold a Tur-
key Shoot each Saturday in January and the 
first Saturday February in 2026. Events will be 
held at the Smith River Wildlife Building. Prac-
tice starts at 12:30 p.m. and the shoot starts at 1 
p.m. Factory chokes only, no sleeves are allowed.

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick County 
Alzheimer’s Group LLC. 109 Buena Vista, Stu-
art, Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Members meet on the first Monday of every 
month at 6 p.m. in the Alzheimer’s office. New 
members are welcome. For more information, 
call (276) 693-6018.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on 
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, 
or just come and listen.

Community meal at Salem Church on Salem 
Church Road in Critz, the first Sunday of every 
month at 12:10 p.m.  Call (276) 222-1069 with 
questions.

Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the 
Vesta Community Center on the third Tuesday 
each month at noon. Both groups welcome new 
members and invite caregivers to attend. Liter-
ature is also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every 
Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor 
Guard meets on the first Tuesday of every month 
at the American Legion Post 105, at 7 p.m. In-
terested veterans are welcome to attend.

Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. 
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or 
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members 
Meeting, the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every 
Friday. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, with 
music and dancing, 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies 
Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the month. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, music, and 
dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.
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William Letcher’s Story Lives On
By Tom Perry
With the recent renewed inter-

est in the American Revolution, I 
thought it would be good to remem-
ber the most crucial event that ac-
tually occurred at Laurel Hill in 
Patrick County, Virginia, involving 
J. E. B. Stuart’s great-grandfather, 
William Letcher. The following is 
from the multiple interpretive signs 
placed at Laurel Hill by the J. E. 
B. Stuart Birthplace Preservation 
Trust, Inc., the 501 (c) (3) non-prof-
it that owns and operates the site, 
which is on the Virginia and Nation-
al Registers of Historic Places.

“William Letcher, the maternal 
great-grandfather of James Ewell 
Brown Stuart, was born about 1750 
near Petersburg, Virginia. He was 
the second son of Giles Letcher of 
Goochland County, who was born 
in Ireland, and his wife, Hannah 
Hughes, who was of Welsh descent. 
Giles established himself as a suc-
cessful merchant in Petersburg, but 
unfortunately lost his property in a 
fire. He eventually prospered and, 
at the time of his death, was a well-
to-do landowner. By the late 1770s, 
William Letcher was described as ‘a 
man of fine appearance and great-
ly beloved and esteemed.’ Ventured 
out of his own. On November 20, 
1778, he married Elizabeth Perkins 
of Perkins Ferry near Danville, Vir-
ginia. After their marriage, William 
and Elizabeth decided to head west 
towards Kentucky, as other settlers 
were doing at the time, but they 
stopped in the far southwestern 
part of what was then Henry Coun-
ty, Virginia. Patrick County was not 
formed from Henry until 1791.

He chose a place known as ‘The 
Hollow’ due to the circular bend 
the mountains made around it. 
The Blue Ridge Mountains sweep 
around the west side, while Slate 
and Little Mountain are on the east 
and south sides. The Ararat River 
runs through the length of the val-
ley and empties into the Yadkin 
River to the South. On a slight el-
evation along the banks of the Ara-
rat, William Letcher built his home, 
which was probably of log construc-
tion, as were any other supporting 
structures. No documentation is 
known to exist that William Letcher 
ever held title to this land. The deed 
could have been lost or destroyed, 
or, given the short time Letcher was 
here, he may never have had the op-
portunity to record it. There is some 
evidence suggesting that Letcher’s 
connection to this property may 
have come through his wife’s family, 
the Perkinses. 

William Letcher had as many as 
nine enslaved people while living 
here. He grew corn and tobacco in 
the bottomland and had many live-
stock, including cattle, hogs, and 
horses. An inventory in the Henry 
County Courthouse includes many 
household and farm items such as 
saddlebags, rifles, featherbeds, and 
a looking glass. William and Eliz-
abeth were blessed on March 21, 
1780, with a daughter, Bethenia, 
who was named after her grand-
mother.

William Letcher was said to be a 
born leader and an ardent support-
er of the Patriot cause during the 
American Revolutionary War, and 
was active and very prominent in 
the local militia. In 1779, Letcher ap-

pears on the payroll list of Captain 
David Carlin’s Henry County Mili-
tia. In a letter written by Letcher’s 
granddaughter, she states, ‘He was 
a volunteer at the Battle of Shallow 
Ford on the Yadkin River near the 
village of Huntersville, North Caro-
lina.’ He likely participated in other 
skirmishes and raids against Tories 
and other British sympathizers in 
the area, but he appears to have 
never been in any major battle, nor 
was he a member of the Continental 
Army. Letcher was appointed Jus-
tice of the Peace for Henry County 
by the Governor of Virginia in 1779. 
The area around The Hollow and 
along the Virginia and North Caro-
lina border, spreading into Western 
North Carolina, was a hotbed for 
Tories and others loyal to the Brit-
ish Crown. The people who settled 
this western backwoods region were 
far removed from the more populat-
ed eastern sections of the colonies 
and had no quarrel with the British 
government.

A large number of these individ-
uals aligned themselves with the 
British Army and harassed and 
threatened the colonists in the area 
who were supportive of the Revolu-
tion. William Letcher was a loyal 
supporter of the latter, which put 
his life in jeopardy. The letter from 
Letcher’s granddaughter goes on to 
state that ‘He had the promise of 
long years of happiness and domes-
tic felicity, but a serpent lurked in 
this path, for whom he felt too great 
a contempt to take any precautions. 
He had been warned that his life 
was in danger, but being naturally 
fearless and thinking the Tories too 
few, he underrated the danger. He 
had helped defeat them once and 
thought them too cowardly to attack 
again. He would frequently go alone, 
armed only with a shotgun, into the 
most inaccessible recesses of the 
mountains and hunt the Tories from 
their hiding places.’ Threats to his 
life and property became more and 
more common and culminated in his 
death on August 2, 1780. There are 
several versions as to how Letcher 
was murdered, but the most accept-
ed is that the perpetrator of this foul 
deed was a local Tory by the name 
of Nichols, who came to the home 
and demanded him in His Majes-
ty’s name, and shot Letcher in the 
presence of his wife and daughter. 
Nichols was later apprehended, and 
after evidence was found on him 
that linked him to the murder, he 
was promptly executed. One other 
man who was involved tried to es-
cape to Kentucky with his family, 
but Native Americans killed them 
along the Holston River. Prompted 
by Letcher’s death and seeking ven-
geance, the Patriots and Whigs in 
the area rounded up numerous To-
ries around The Hollow, and several 
were hanged without mercy or de-
lay. After William Letcher’s death, 
his wife and daughter returned to 
Pittsylvania County, where Eliza-
beth later married George Hairston, 
a large landowner and one of the 
wealthiest men in the region. They 
made their home at Beavercreek 
Plantation in Henry County, which 
still exists. This estate contains the 
grave of George and Elizabeth Per-
kins Letcher Hairston and numer-
ous family members. William Letch-
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Love Lights Registration Form

1) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

2) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

3) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: __________________________________________

Love Lights $5 Per Light
Checks payable and mail to:

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
PO Box 1301

Stuart, VA 24171

Love Lights Registration Form

1) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

2) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

3) Name placed on Love Light:______________________________________

(please circle one): In Honor of In Memory of

Name of Purchaser:____________________________________________

Address of Purchaser:___________________________________________

Name of Love Light Family: ___________________________________________

Address of Love Light Family: __________________________________________

Love Lights $5 Per Light
Checks payable and mail to:

Patrick County Alzheimer’s Group LLC
PO Box 1301

Stuart, VA 24171
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James Richard Reynolds
James Richard 

Reynolds, 83, of Pat-
rick Springs, Virginia, 
passed away Thurs-
day, December 4, 2025. 
He was a loving and 
devoted husband to his 
wife Hannah Philpott 
Reynolds for over 62 
years. Born July 10, 
1942, he was the eldest 
son of the late Lemley 
and Louise Spencer 
Reynolds of Patrick 
Springs. In addition 
to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by 
a brother, Robert Lee 
Reynolds.

Mr. Reynolds worked 
in sales and consulting 
in the forest products 
industry. He devoted 
his life to his faith, his 
family, and his com-
munity. Although he 
traveled all over the 
world for his career, 
in Patrick County, 
with his family, was 
where he always felt 
most at home. He nev-
er hesitated to help 
a neighbor, friend, or 
stranger in need. Mr. 
Reynolds was a mem-
ber of Pleasant View 
Baptist Church and a 

founding member of 
Patrick Henry Volun-
teer Fire Department. 
He was also a proud 
veteran, faithfully 
serving his country 
in the United States 
Army during the Viet-
nam War. He was an 
avid reader and was 
often found enjoying a 
good book. His grand-
daughters were his ab-
solute pride and joy.

Left to cherish his 
memory in addition to 
his wife, are two chil-
dren, James Richard 
Reynolds II (Kimber-
ly) and Jennifer Turn-
er (Matthew); three 
grandchildren, Jillian 
Turner, Ella Reynolds, 

and Juliet Turner; one 
brother, Edgar Reyn-
olds (Bea); two sisters, 
Marie Waller and Car-
ol Faye Reynolds; and 
several nieces and 
nephews as well as 
great nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services will 
be held at Pleasant 
View Baptist Church 
in Patrick Springs with 
Pastor Joey McNeill 
officiating. The family 
will receive friends on 
Thursday, December 
11, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Pleasant View Bap-
tist Church. The funer-
al service will begin at 
1:00 p.m. at Pleasant 
View following the vis-
itation. Interment will 
follow at Foley Family 
Cemetery in Patrick 
Springs. Any dona-
tions may be made in 
his name to the Book-
mobile at the Patrick 
County branch of the 
Blue Ridge Regional 
Library, P.O Box 787, 
Stuart, VA 24171, or 
Pleasant View Baptist 
Church, 4432 Pleasant 
View Drive, Patrick 
Springs, VA  24133.
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er lies in a grave not much more than 
a stone’s throw away from the site of 
his home along the Ararat River, and 
sadly, the place of his murder.

His daughter Bethenia had a white 
marble slab placed over the grave 
from a Richmond, Virginia, stone-
cutter before she died in 1845. On 
the stone was carved a fitting tribute 
to her father. The grave, the oldest 
known in Patrick County, with an 

inscription reads: ‘In Memory of Wil-
liam Letcher, who was assassinated 
in his own house in the bosom of his 
family by a Tory of the Revolution, on 
August 2 1780, age about 30 years. 
May the tear of sympathy fall upon 
the couch of the brave.’ “

“One of the enduring mysteries in 
the preservation of Laurel Hill has 
been finding the location of William 
Letcher’s home. Recent discoveries 

have shed some light on that ques-
tion. In June of 2009, several stu-
dents from Radford University, led 
by Dr. Cliff Boyd, Dr. Rhett Herman, 
and Dr. Susan Christopher, attempt-
ed to answer that question. Using 
modern methods, including ground 
penetrating radar, the group set out 
to locate foundations and other evi-
dence dating back to William Letch-
er’s time. After an initial evaluation, 
a grid was laid out over the area and 
then scanned with radar. The area 
before you showed clear evidence of 
a previous structure. After surface 
excavation, numerous foundation 
stones and other small items were 
uncovered. This location was where 
what appeared to be foundation 
stones lay on the surface, and where 
local and oral tradition states was 
the location of the Letcher’s home. 

Additional studies are planned for 
the future.

It must be noted that the Stuart 
Family also occupied this area at 
a later date, as was evidenced by a 
Scottish Thistle button found near 
the old well by Tony Marks. The but-
ton was dated about 1840. A second 
mystery was finding the graves listed 
as ‘others’ that Elizabeth Stuart des-
ignated when she sold the Laurel Hill 
Farm in 1859. These graves were for 
an infant son, who died in 1834, and 
a daughter who died at the age of six 
in 1842. These burial plots, children 
of Archibald and Elizabeth Stuart, 
were thought to be near William 
Letcher’s grave. After initial scans, at 
least one spot looked promising, but 
further study determined it was not 
a grave. At this time, the location of 
‘others’ remains a mystery.”

William
(cont. from page 12)
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Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Low-cost spay/neuter 
shuttle set for Dec. 29

By Taylor Boyd
The Blue Ridge Animal Welfare 

League (BRAWL) is hosting a low-
cost spay/neuter shuttle for Pat-
rick County residents on Monday, 
Dec. 29. 

BRAWL Vice President Lynn 
Chipkin said the $50 fee includes a 
rabies vaccine.

“If it’s the primary, if it’s their 
first one, then it’s a one-year” vac-
cine, she said. “If they have proof of 
subsequent vaccines that are still 
in date or not too far out of date, 
then they could get a three-year” 
vaccine.

The shuttle is by appointment 
only. Those interested should fill 
out the form on the group’s website 
to reserve a spot for this shuttle, 
which will include 14 dogs and 20 
cats.

Dogs must be younger than 6 
years old and under 50 pounds, 
and cats must be friendly and in 
carriers. There is a limit of two 
pets per owner.

Chipkin said Angels of Assisi, a 
Roanoke-based animal shelter, will 
pick up the animals that morning 
and return them the same after-
noon.

Because of the expense, Chipkin 
is unsure when the next spay/neu-

ter shuttle will be held.
“Each one is very expensive for 

us. We’re only charging the public 
$50, but that’s not what Angels is 
charging us. It’s very expensive,” 
she said.

To help cover the cost, Chipkin 
said BRAWL is seeking sponsors 
and/or donors.

“If people want to sponsor shut-
tles, we would certainly advertise 
their name. That would be great 
because each one costs us over 
$1,000. Like this one with all the 
cats and dogs, it is going to be tre-
mendously expensive for us, and 
we’re a new organization,” she 
said.

Chipkin said BRAWL’s Novem-
ber rabies vaccination day was a 
success, with 57 cats and dogs vac-
cinated. She expects the next event 
to be held in the spring.

For more information, visit Face-
book.com/BlueRidgeAnimalWel-
fareLeague or blueridgeawl.org.

To donate:
Online: Click the “Donate” but-

ton on the website.
By mail: Send checks to P.O. Box 

184, Woolwine, VA 24185.
Pet food donations may be 

dropped off at Pet Provisions in 
downtown Stuart.

To participate in the Blue Ridge Animal Welfare League’s Angels of Assisi spay/neuter 
shuttle later this month, complete the form at blueridgeawl.org/spay-neuter-shuttle-form.

Farmers learn strategies for 
building resilience in life, business

A mental health workshop held 
Dec. 2 at the 2025 Virginia Farm 
Bureau Annual Convention in Wil-
liamsburg challenged Virginia 
farmers to reclaim control by con-
fronting the uncomfortable. 

When Mind Your Melon founders 
Marshal and Taylor Sewell asked 
workshop attendees why they may 
be reluctant to talk about mental 
health, they heard familiar respons-
es.

“The idea that it reflects weak-
ness—that’s something we’ve heard 
a lot in our work,” Marshal re-
marked.

The Mind Your Melon Foundation 
is a nonprofit organization focused 
on improving mental health and 
wellbeing among farmers and rural 
families. The foundation was creat-
ed to raise awareness about farm 
stress and connect agricultural com-
munities with meaningful sources. 
Through writing, workshops, speak-
ing engagements and digital out-
reach, the foundation now reaches 
rural audiences across the country 
and around the world.

The workshop, titled “Taking 
Back Control: Building Resilience 
in your Life & Business,” centered 
around “flipping perspectives” on 
mental health.

“There’s so much power and 
strength in being able to look in-
ward, figure out what’s going on, 
and figure out what you need to do 
to help yourself,” Taylor empha-
sized.

Workshop participants were in-
troduced to resilience concepts, 
stress mapping and management 
strategies to navigate stress and 
find balance in business, family and 
personal decision-making.

Rooted in the science of re-
silience—specifically the “3 Cs: 
Commitment, Challenge and 
Control”—the sessions blended per-
sonal reflection with hands-on tools 
to help participants manage stress, 
uncertainty and risk in everyday 
farm life.

Participants were asked to write 
down what they are committed to, 

a challenge they can reframe as an 
opportunity for growth, and an area 
they can take control of.

“You have to find a fine balance 
between being able to control what 
you can, and being able to admit 
and acknowledge the things that 
you can’t,” Marshal noted. “You 
look at things you can control and 
influence, and on some days, that’s 
no more than ourselves—our own 
actions, perspectives and how we 
respond.”

The Sewells encouraged pro-
active, protective and preventive 
thinking for reclaiming control in 
farming and life—like developing a 
farm succession plan, diversifying 
the business, or building up “your 
bench” of professional advisers and 
supportive peers.

“Who are your ‘oh no’ people—the 
ones you can call when it’s going 
sideways and you need some help?” 
Marshal asked participants.

“Think about who you want to 
show up for, and are you taking the 
best care of yourself to be able to do 
that?” Taylor added.

Marshal shared his personal expe-
riences with the stresses, grief and 
challenges of farm life. His father 
died by suicide amid a devastat-
ing crop failure—showing “no real 
signs” of mental health struggles.

“I don’t mind being vulnerable 
about the things my family experi-
enced, because I saw how it impact-
ed us, and I don’t want to see some-
thing similar happen to any of you 
or your families.”

He encouraged applying the “ACE 
method of Ask, Care, Escort” in pro-
active conversations with loved ones 
who may be struggling—asking 
questions like, ‘How are you doing 
really?’; offering a listening ear; and 
being prepared to provide needed 
support and resources.

Taylor reminded participants to 
“ask for help” when needed.   

“You’re not a burden, it’s not trou-
ble, there are people in your life that 
care about you,” she emphasized.

Visit mindyourmelon.org for more 
information.

dhall@theenterprise.net
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REPAIRS • ANY SIZE CYLINDERS • DUMP TRUCK CYLINDERS • TELESCOPIC 
CYLINDERS • HYDRAULIC MOTORS • HYDRAULIC PUMPS 

• VALVES • PNEUMATIC TOOLS • HYDRAULIC JACKS • TRANSMISSION JACKS 
• HYDRAULIC PRESSES • HYDRAULIC PORTA PACKS 

SERVICES • SEALS CAN BE CUSTOM MEASURED • CLYLINDER HONING • 
WELDING • MACHINE SHOP SERVICES • CYLINDER TESTED BEFORE 

CUSTOMER PICK-UP

DUCKS HYDRAULICS

DON’T DROWN IN HYDRAULICS - CALL DUCKS 
DONALD ROGERS  (276) 692-8020

CAN REPAIR ANY SIZE 
CYLINDERS HYDRAULIC 
MOTORS AND PUMPS

Collinsville Farm Market 
3585 Virginia Avenue  | Collinsville, VA

276-647-1166 

Custom Made Gift Baskets
Fresh Apples & Citrus

Christmas Treats
Jams, Jellies & Nuts

 Fresh Cut! PLE A S E  J O I N  U S  F OR  A

H O L I D A Y  O P E N  H O U S E S ,  S H O P P I N G ,  S H O W S ,  P A R A D E S ,
F E S T I V A L  O F  L I G H T S  A N D  H O L I D A Y  M A R K E T S

P A T R I C K  C O U N T Y  H A S  A  L I T T L E  S O M E T H I N G  F O R
 E V E R Y O N E  T H I S  S E A S O N

F O R  C O M P L E T E  D E T A I L S  
W W W . P A T R I C K C H A M B E R . C O M

E V E N T S  H A P P E N I N G  F R O M  
N O V E M B E R  T H R O U G H  D E C E M B E R  2 3

Get in touch with us today to discover the real 
difference that our consistent and high-quality 

cleaning services can make for your space!

(276) 647-7667

Our team of highly skilled professionals is fully 
equipped to offer a comprehensive range of  
services for various industries, commercial  

spaces, residential areas, and medical facilities. 
With over two decades of outstanding service.

Residential 
Cleaning 

Commercial 
Cleaning

New  
Construction 

Clean Up

Medical 
Cleaning

Floor  
Cleaning

OUR SERVICES 

Buying, selling, or investing in real estate, 
Sarver Properties is here to guide you every 
step of the way. We are proud to be your 
trusted partner in achieving your real estate 
dreams.

SARVER
PROPERTIES

Real Estate

Experience the Sarver 
Properties di�erence and 
let us help you make your 
real estate aspirations 
a reality. Contact us 
today to embark on your 
journey to success! 

5006 Kings Mountain Road | Collinsville, VA 24078
sarver-properties.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Subscribe Today - (276) 694-3101 

Happy Holidays from Patrick County 
Economic Development and Tourism


