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Board to discuss 

solar ordinance at 
Monday meeting 
By Taylor Boyd
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will 

consider a draft solar ordinance proposed by 
the Planning Commission at its Monday, Feb. 9 
meeting. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6 
p.m. in the third-floor courtroom of the Patrick 
County Administration Building. 

The ordinance was sent to the board more 
than four months ago, on Sept. 16. Kurt Bozen-
mayer, then chairman of the commission, asked 
the board to take action on the proposed solar 
ordinance at the Nov. 17 meeting.

Andrew Overby, chairman of the board and of 
the Dan River District, said the supervisors ha-
ven’t felt the need to have an actual solar ordi-
nance up until this point since it’s not considered 
to be an approved land use in the county, accord-
ing to the county’s Comprehensive Plan. 

“We’re looking to maybe solidify something, I 
don’t know yet. We’re going to talk about it and 
see,” he said.

While two draft solar ordinances were creat-
ed - one by the Berkley Group and the other by 
commission member Ed Pool - Overby said the 
board will only look at Pool’s proposed ordinance 
“because that was what was approved by the 
Planning Commission.

Overby also plans to have commission mem-
bers speak about and explain the ordinance to 
the board at the February meeting.

“Then, us just talk about it, and then if we de-
cide we want to move forward, then we’ll set up 
a public hearing,” he said, adding he believes the 
board will schedule a public hearing for a future 
board meeting.

The ordinance under review by the board was 
unanimously approved by the commission. In 
addition to increasing initial permitting and oth-
er fees for a project, it includes a risk assessment 
that front-loads, or allocates, costs at the begin-
ning of the project by requiring a letter of credit 
to limit the county’s exposure to liability.

Lights, snow, and winter wonder
A snow structure surrounded by lights adds 

a creative touch to winter fun after snow blan-
keted the county. Residents embraced the snow 
with sledding at DeHart Park, Rotary Field, and 
in their own yards, along with creative projects 

like this one. 
More seasonal temperatures are forecast 

during the day for the week, dipping into the 
teens at night, and midweek precipitation is 
possible. 

Photo submitted by Corrie Ann Delgado.

Williams outlines priorities, opposition in General Assembly session
By Taylor Boyd
Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 

said he remains optimistic about 
passing legislation during his first 
General Assembly session under a 
Democratic trifecta, a political envi-
ronment he described as “absolute-
ly a 100 percent inverse than any-
thing I’ve ever seen.”

“My bills do have the opportuni-
ty for success, I’ve already had one 
pass. It should be just fine, I mean 
there’s going to be bills that die all 
the time. The ones Virginia really 
could use generally pass through,” 
Williams said.

He said he prepared for the ses-
sion by working closely with indi-
viduals and industries to refine pro-
posed legislation and evaluate what 
would be feasible.

“Sometimes they just don’t work. 
They’re just not feasible and so 
I have what we call ‘struck’ a few 
bills,” he said. “Some because I put 
the bill in, worked with the indus-

try, then comes resolutions, the bill 
is no longer needed, and then some 
because there’s just so many differ-
ent little wrinkles in the govern-
ment.”

Among the bills Williams is spon-
soring are several related to con-
struction, health care, public safety 
and immigration enforcement.

Two of his proposals focus on con-
struction, including HB147, which 
addresses funding for U.S. Route 
58.

“On HB147, that is about (U.S.) 
Route 58 funds that we use to pay 
for the construction,” Williams said. 
“This bill would allow for the bond 
ceiling to increase so that they could 
borrow more to finish the project 
using those funds.”

Williams has also placed a budget 
item aimed at allowing projects to 
advance through engineering de-
sign and environmental studies be-
fore full funding is secured.

“Before this, you would have to 

collect all of the funds you needed 
for that project and then you could 
start working on that project,” he 
said. “That obviously caused issues 
because we’re only allocating $40 
million a year to finish 58.”

Williams said the total cost to 
complete US 58 would be $750 mil-
lion in today’s dollars, rising to an 
estimated $850 million a decade 
from now.

Redistricting amendment 
struck down by judge

By Taylor Boyd
A proposed amendment that 

would have allowed the Virginia 
Constitution to grant the General 
Assembly authority to redraw the 
state’s congressional districts was 
struck down last week by a Taze-
well County Circuit Court judge.

Judge Jack Hurley Jr. ruled the 
proposed constitutional amend-
ment did not follow the proper pro-
cedure required for such a change. 
As a result, House Joint Resolution 
6007, which proposed the redistrict-

ing amendment, was invalidated.
Supporters of the proposed 

amendment have said the change 
was needed to respond to redis-
tricting efforts in other states and 
would temporarily allow lawmak-
ers to redraw congressional district 
lines ahead of future elections.

Before the ruling, local legisla-
tors had urged constituents to vote 
against a referendum tied to the 
proposal, which would have tem-
porarily amended Virginia’s Con-

Group to hold birthday 
celebration for Stuart on Saturday

By Taylor Boyd
The JEB Stuart Preservation 

Trust, Inc. will hold a celebration 
on Saturday, February 7 in honor of 
Confederate Maj. Gen. J.E.B. Stu-
art’s 192 birthday.

The event will be at the Ararat 
Ruritan Club from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Admission to the celebration is 
free, and guests can register to win 
a door prize.

Local Ruritan steps into 
national leadership role

By Taylor Boyd
Kevin Smith, a mem-

ber of the Ararat and 
Stuart Ruritan clubs, 
was elected as a Ruri-
tan National Director 
in late January, a role 
he will hold for the 
next three years.

Smith currently 
serves as treasurer of 
both the Ararat Ruri-
tan Club and the Stu-
art Ruritan Club. As 
a national director, he 
will help guide the or-
ganization and serve 
as a voting member 
on policies and issues 
brought before Ruritan 
National.

“There’s seven na-
tional directors that 
are elected each year. 
In Ruritan National, 

Kevin Smith, treasurer of the Ararat and Stuart Ruritan 
clubs, was elected as a Ruritan National Director in late 
January.

The JEB Stuart Preservation Trust, Inc. will hold a birthday celebration for Confederate 
Major General J.E.B. Stuart’s 192 birthday on Saturday, February 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Ararat Ruritan Club.

� (See Amendment p. 3)

� (See Williams p. 3)

� (See Board p. 2)

� (See Birthday p. 7)� (See Ruritan p. 3)
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Need your heart melted this icy 
cold week? These beautiful pups 
came in with two other adorable 
pups; please visit the shelter and 
meet them all. Your forever valen-
tine is closer than you think!

PLEASE SAVE A LIFE! ADOPT! 
These are wonderful pets! All dogs 
and cats deserve a permanent, lov-
ing home. Call the Patrick Coun-
ty Public Animal Shelter at (276) 
694-6259, visit the shelter or their 

Facebook page, to find information 
about these and other available pets 
in need of a forever home. Adoption 
fees are $10 and include spay/neu-
ter and vaccinations.

The Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League provides pet food and 
spay/neuter assistance. Contact 
blueridgeawl@gmail.com for de-
tails. Visit the Blue Ridge Animal 
Welfare League website at www.
blueridgeawl.org. 

Pets of the Week

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

Keep Food Safety in Play this Super Bowl
Super Bowl parties often feature 

takeout, delivery and foods that are 
served over several hours. To help 
prevent foodborne illness, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
(FSIS) is reminding fans to keep food 
safety in play on game day.

“When food is served throughout 
the Super Bowl, it can be easy to lose 
track of how long it’s been sitting 
out,” said USDA Under Secretary for 
Food Safety Dr. Mindy Brashears. 
“As Americans gather to enjoy the 
game, keeping food hot or cold and 
serving it promptly helps protect 
family, friends, and guests from 
foodborne illness.”

Many Super Bowl favorites includ-
ing pizza, chicken wings, hamburger 
sliders, and chili should not be left 
out at room temperature for more 
than two hours, what USDA calls 
the Danger Zone (temperatures be-
tween 40 and 140 degrees F). If per-
ishable food is left out without hot or 
cold sources for too long, bacteria will 
multiply to unsafe levels that can 
cause foodborne illness.

FSIS encourages hosts to follow 
these food safety tips:

#1 Handle Takeout and Deliv-
ery Safely

• Transport takeout in insulat-
ed bags if travel time exceeds one 
hour.
• Serve food promptly or divide 
into smaller portions and refriger-
ate until ready to reheat and serve.
• Keep food hot at 140 degrees F 
or above using a preheated oven, 
warming tray, chafing dish or slow 
cooker.
• Reheat food containing meat or 
poultry to an internal temperature 
of 165 degrees F as measured by a 
food thermometer.
• If reheating in the microwave, 
spread food evenly, stir thorough-

ly, and check for cold spots to en-
sure a safe internal temperature is 
reached throughout.
• Reheat liquid foods like soups 
and sauces to a boil.
#2 Keep Food out of the Dan-

ger Zone
• Serve food in smaller batches. 
Bring out one round of food during 
the first half of the game and an-
other during the second to ensure 
your food doesn’t stay out for more 
than two hours.
• Discard perishable foods left 
out for longer than two hours. To 
prevent food waste and enjoy left-
overs after the game, refrigerate or 
freeze perishable items within two 
hours.
• If food will be out for more than 
two hours:
• Keep cold foods at a temperature 
of 40 degrees F or below by nest-
ling in ice.
• Keep hot foods at a tempera-
ture of 140 degrees F or above by 
placing food in a preheated oven, 
warming trays, chafing dishes or 
slow cookers.
#3 Use a Food Thermometer
• Ensure your food reaches a safe 
minimum internal temperature 
when cooking at home:
• Meat (whole beef, pork and lamb) 
145 degrees F with a 3-minute rest
• Ground meats 160 degrees F
• Poultry (ground and whole) 165 
degrees F
• Eggs 160 degrees F
• Fish and shellfish 145 degrees F
• Leftovers and casseroles 165 de-
grees F
• If serving chicken wings, use a 
food thermometer on several wings 
to gauge the doneness of the entire 
batch. If one is under 165 degrees 
F, continue cooking all wings until 
they reach the safe internal tem-
perature.

#4 Follow the Four Steps to 
Food Safety

• Clean: Wash hands for 20 sec-
onds before and after handling 
your takeout or delivered food, as 
well as any raw meat or poultry 
you prepare at home. Clean hands, 
surfaces and utensils with soap 
and water before and after meal 
prep. Sanitize any surfaces that 
may have come in contact with 
food using a commercial or home-
made solution (1 tablespoon of un-
scented, liquid chlorine bleach per 
gallon of drinking water).
• Separate: Use separate cutting 
boards, plates and utensils to avoid 

cross-contamination between your 
takeout or delivery foods and any 
raw meat or poultry you are pre-
paring at home.
• Cook: Confirm foods are cooked 
or reheated to a safe internal tem-
perature by using a food thermom-
eter.
• Chill: Chill foods promptly if 
not consuming immediately after 
cooking.
For food safety questions, contact 

the USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline 
at 1-888-MPHotline (1-888-674-
6854) or email MPHotline@usda.gov 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time, 
Monday through Friday.

Summer meals partners sought
The Virginia Department of Edu-

cation, Office of School and Commu-
nity Nutrition Programs is seeking 
partnering organizations to partic-
ipate in the Commonwealth’s Sum-
mer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
to help ensure children have access 
to nutritious meals during months 
when school is not in session. 

The SFSP Program — funded by 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture and administered by the Vir-
ginia Department of Education’s 
Office of School and Community 
Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP) 
— provides the opportunity for or-
ganizations to combine a meal pro-
gram with an enrichment activity 
in communities where at least 50 
percent of the children are eligible 
for free and reduced-price meals. 

Approved organizations are re-
imbursed for meals served and as-
sociated administrative costs. In 
addition, all participating organi-
zations receive training and tech-
nical assistance from the VDOE-

SCNP. 
The Program can operate at 

schools, public housing centers, 
community centers, playgrounds, 
camps, parks, and religious cen-
ters. Organizations that qualify to 
participate in the program include 
public and private schools, local 
governments, public and nonprofit 
private residential summer camps, 
and faith-based and communi-
ty-based non-profit organizations. 

Organizations in areas designat-
ed as rural by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture may be eligible to 
serve multiple days’ worth of take-
home meals at once. 

Approximately 130 summer 
meals partner organizations 
served over 4.4 million meals and 
snacks to Virginia’s children be-
tween May-August last year. 

Information for organizations in-
terested in applying to participate 
in the Program — including de-
tails on application deadlines — is 
available on the VDOE website. 

VA250 Car Project readies 
250-mph record attempt

A Virginia-built motorsports proj-
ect is taking shape in Martinsville 
as engineers and fabricators prepare 
a vehicle designed to challenge the 
250-mile-per-hour land-speed barri-
er.

Known as the VA250 Car Project, 
the initiative is led by veteran engine 
builder Joey Arrington and is being 
constructed in Martinsville, high-
lighting Southside Virginia’s role in 
advanced manufacturing and perfor-
mance engineering. Organizers plan 
to attempt the record March 24–26, 
2026, at Space Florida, a historic 
aerospace facility.

The project is supported by the 
Virginia 250 Commission as part of 
the Commonwealth’s observance of 
America’s 250th anniversary, tying 
the record attempt to a broader cel-
ebration of Virginia’s industrial and 
educational legacy.

In addition to the build and record 

attempt, the VA250 Car Project in-
cludes an educational partnership 
with the University of Virginia’s Mo-
torsports Club, an undergraduate-led 
Formula SAE. The club is made up 
of dedicated and passionate students 
who design, build, and race a formu-
la-style racecar each year. Students 
will gain hands-on exposure to vehicle 
systems, data analysis and real-world 
performance engineering through di-
rect involvement with the project.

“This effort shows what Virginia 
can produce when experience, educa-
tion and innovation come together,” 
Arrington said.

After the record attempt, the vehi-
cle is expected to tour Virginia as part 
of the VA250 celebration, serving as 
a rolling demonstration of Virgin-
ia-based engineering and workforce 
development.

Additional information is available 
at https://va250carproject.com.

The solar industry “puts all of 
the liabilities on the back end of 
the project” with bonds intended to 
cover decommissioning costs, haz-
ardous materials issues, and simi-
lar expenses, Pool explained.

Under the proposed ordinance, 
the company would be required to 
“go to a bank and put up the cash 
to secure a letter of credit,” Pool 
said.

For example, if a project costs 
$50 million, the company would be 
required to secure a letter of cred-
it for that amount, Pool said. The 
county would hold the letter, and 
the funds could be used to pay for 
decommissioning the project and 
related costs.

A letter of credit would protect 
the county even if the company 
files for bankruptcy, with all funds 
secured by the letter available to 
be drawn down within 72 hours, he 
said.

While he’s neither anti nor 
pro-solar, Overby said he is con-
sidering whether a plan would be 
beneficial to the county in terms of 
minimizing risks.

“That may be something we want 
to consider. But I don’t want us do-

ing anything that’s going to be det-
rimental to the county,” he said.

While he believes solar is a good 
option in some places, Jonathan 
Wood, of the Peters Creek District, 
said he doesn’t think the county is 
the place to expand solar on a util-
ity scale.

“I believe that there are better, 
suitable places on land that cannot 
be used for other things, whether 
it’s agriculture, whether it’s for rec-
reation, whether it’s for tourism, 
such as mine reclamation sites.

“Land that would be brownfields, 
rooftops, parking structures, those 
are much better options for solar in 
my opinion,” he said. 

Vice Chairman Clayton Kend-
rick, of the Mayo River District, 
said he is opposed to solar farms 
locating to the county.

“If somebody wants a dish on 
their roof or out in the yard or 
something, that’s fine, but I don’t 
want to see large-scale solar. I 
think it’d be detrimental to the 
county,” he said.

Steve Marshall, of the Blue 
Ridge District, and Rick Swink, of 
the Smith River District, did not 
respond to requests for comments.

Board
(cont. from page 1)
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“So, we want to try to make progress as 
quickly as we can while these dollars are 
smaller than they will be later,” he said.

Another bill, HB146, would create a “health-
care learning lab” aimed at giving small com-
munities more flexibility with health care reg-
ulations. Williams cited Galax’s Twin County 
Regional Healthcare as an example.

“One of the examples would be some type of 
artificial organ that might not be signed off by 
the FDA (U.S. Food and Drug Administration) 
or whatever is needed to clear that through 
to the every day person,” Williams said. “This 
would allow us to be more innovative while 
still safeguarding the majority of the public.”

If successful, Williams said the pilot pro-
grams could expand to other regions.

Williams is also sponsoring a bill backed by 
the American Kratom Association that would 
prohibit 7-OH, a concentrated ingredient de-
rived from the kratom plant.

“It’s what you’re seeing on shelves in gas 
stations and vape shops, and it’s acting as a 
pretty strong opioid,” he said.

Williams compared 7-OH to Delta-8, which 
is synthesized from hemp CBD and was out-
lawed in Virginia several years ago.

“So, this bill allows for the natural kratom 
plant, but it does not allow for that concentrat-
ed 7-OH ingredient to be synthesized and then 
sold sort of unregulated, which is currently 
what the situation is,” he said.

If passed, Williams said the bill would ad-
dress growing concerns about the substance.

“We’re finding that people are finding 7-OH 
easier to obtain than heroin or opioid pill 
form,” he added.

Another of his proposals focuses on Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement and the 
transfer of detainees.

“It says if federal immigration calls our local 
jails or our local prisons, and says, ‘hey, we’re 
looking for somebody, you got them, can you 
hold onto them for us,’” Williams said. “That’s 
a detainment. Well, my bill would say it is 
much safer to have ICE come pick up those 
individuals that they put detainers on at our 
secured facilities rather than out in our com-
munities.”

Williams also outlined legislation he plans 
to oppose, including any bills related to redis-
tricting.

“It’s going to be the biggest disenfranchising 

amendment in voter history when it comes to 
Virginia,” he said. “Because you’re going to 
eliminate the voices of probably 10 out of all 
congressional districts in Virginia.”

Williams said he also plans to vote against 
tax proposals he believes would increase costs 
for Virginians.

“It’s not just people who are making over 
$1 million getting hit with a 10 percent state 
tax,” he said. “It’s people who are going to the 
gym… watching Netflix… receiving Amazon 
deliveries.

“So, there’s a lot of tax,” Williams said. “I 
don’t know how the governor can run on the 
idea of making Virginia more affordable and 
then raise taxes across the spectrum.”

Williams
(cont. from page 1)

Arrests Reported

Thank you for reading The Enterprise

stitution to give the legislature the power to 
redraw congressional districts during an April 
21 special election.

Virginia currently has 11 congressional dis-
tricts, six represented by Democrats and five 
by Republicans.

Under the proposed redistricting, Del. Eric 
Phillips, R-Martinsville, said the map would 
shift to 10 Democratic districts and one Repub-
lican district.

“That’s not representative of Virginia, Vir-
ginia’s purple. So right now, I would say Vir-
ginia slightly leans blue, but it’s maybe 51-
49. The 9th District, the 5th District, the 6th 
District — all these districts currently, those 
regions of Virginia are conservative,” Phillips 
said.

Phillips said the proposal would draw dis-
trict lines stretching from Northern Virginia 
to the North Carolina border to collect enough 
Democratic voters to justify creating Demo-
cratic-leaning congressional districts.

“Which is insane. What’s going on in Arling-
ton has nothing to do with what’s going on in 
Anderson Mill in Pittsylvania County. They 
don’t have the same needs, they don’t need the 
same representation because they’re so differ-
ent,” he said.

Phillips also said the proposal would set a 
troubling precedent, noting Virginia has never 
temporarily amended its Constitution.

He said he is concerned the change would 
not remain temporary.

“That once it’s voted on, just like many 
things they’ll find a crisis, a new reason to sub-
jugate rural parts of Virginia to Northern Vir-
ginia’s influence, and we don’t want that, we 
don’t need that. Whether you’re Republican or 
Democrat you shouldn’t want that because we 
have such different interests and lifestyles and 
needs in our area versus Northern Virginia,” 
Phillips said.

Phillips added he believes the proposal is 
unconstitutional and “a slap in the face to the 
voters of Virginia.”

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, said stopping 
the redistricting effort is vital to maintaining 
election integrity and representative democra-
cy.

“The Democrats literally want to take the 
current maps, which were drawn by an inde-
pendent commission and certified by the Vir-
ginia Supreme Court, and gerrymander them 
for the next three congressional terms; then 
they’ll return the maps to the people’s inde-
pendent redistricting commission,” Williams 
said.

Williams said the proposal bypassed the 
Privileges and Elections Committee, which 
typically handles such matters, and instead 
moved through the Appropriations Committee.

“Nobody knew that it was coming. The Dem-
ocrats have continued to speedball this thing 
through, lawfully or unlawfully,” he said.

To oppose the referendum, Williams encour-
aged voters to stay informed and share infor-
mation.

“Everyone needs to show up at the polls and 
vote ‘no’ and say, ‘we already decided that…
politicians out of our maps is what we want for 
the Commonwealth,’” Williams said.

Williams said he is sponsoring legislation 
that would require clearer ballot language if 
the proposal were to move forward.

“I suggested a ballot question that was fair 
and designed to be approachable and readable 
and understanding of everyone,” he said.

Background
Williams said the issue dates back to 2019 

and 2020, when Virginia voters pushed for an 
independent redistricting commission.

Nearly 66% of voters approved the commis-
sion during the Nov. 3, 2020, election.

“They were able to redraw the maps of all 
of the state and congressional and legislative 
districts after the 2020 census based on pop-
ulation and also based on the number of pa-
rameters or desires, expectations, provisions, 
whatever you would like to call that,” Williams 
said.

The maps aimed to maintain contiguous lo-
calities, keep communities of shared interests 
together and eliminate political gerrymander-
ing.

After the commission reached a stalemate, 
Williams said the Virginia Supreme Court 
finalized the maps, which have been in use 
since.

Williams said the current controversy fol-
lowed statements by President Donald Trump 
encouraging Republican-led states to redraw 
congressional maps to gain seats.

“What happened recently is (President) Don-
ald Trump stated openly where he called on 
Republicans and GOP leading majority states 
to redistrict their maps so as to increase the 
number of congressional seats that could fa-
vor Republicans in their state,” Williams said. 
“Then the Democrats here in Virginia said, 
‘well, if they’re going to redistrict in their state 
and rig the game, rig the system in their state, 
then we need to redistrict in our state so that 
we could prevent or stand up to Donald Trump 
and his bullying of other states.’ That’s their 
logic, which is absurd.”

Williams said changing Virginia’s Constitu-
tion would allow the party in power to override 
the independent commission’s work and influ-
ence future elections.

“This would require the people handing that 
power back over to the Party in the majority 
and letting them restore fairness is the big, 
ambiguous, virtue signaling language that the 
Democrats decided would be the most helpful 
explanation of why they would want to be do-
ing something like this,” he said.

If approved, Williams said the proposal 
would also cost the state $5 million.

Amendment
(cont. from page 1)

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following:

*Dylan Shane Vernon, 33, of Collinsville, was 
charged Jan. 23 with fail to appear. Sgt. C.L. 
Elgin made the arrest for Henry County.

*Megan Hollie Smith, 39, of Fieldale, was 
charged Jan. 23 with fail to appear. Martins-
ville PD made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Damien Leon Charles, 22, of Stuart, was 
charged Jan. 23 with stalking. Inv. Tennille E. 
Jessup was the arresting officer.

*Ivy Rayne Hollinger, 32, of Stuart, was 
charged Jan. 26 with fail to appear. Senior 
Deputy N.A. Wolfe was the arresting officer.

*Crystal Kathleen Muckado, 36, no address 
available, was charged Jan. 26 with two counts 
probation violation and one count fail to appear. 
Deputy C.L. Adkins was the arresting officer.

*Adam Lee Daniels, 41, of Stuart, was charged 
Jan. 27 with probation violation. Senior Deputy 
N.A. Wolfe was the arresting officer.

*Travis Lee Shumate, 40, of Claudville, was 
charged Jan. 28 with four counts violation of 
protective order and three counts attempt to 
bribe witness. Inv. Tennille E. Jessup was the 
arresting officer.

*Michael Cody Soloman, 29, of Martinsville, 
was charged Jan. 28 with one count each at-
tempted robbery, firearm used in commission 
of felony, and malicious shooting. Deputy H.D. 
Whitney was the arresting officer.

*Genaro Wayne Frias, 40, of Henry County 
Adult Detention Center, was charged Jan. 29 
with probation violation. Henry County made 
the arrest for Patrick County.

*Jennifer Tate, 53, of New Bern, NC, was 
charged Jan. 29 with fail to appear. Senior 
Deputy M. Nester was the arresting officer.

*Mitchell Steve Slate, 50, of Patrick County 
Jail, was charged Jan. 29 with two counts pro-
bation violation and one count fail to appear. 
Senior Deputy M. Nester was the arresting of-
ficer.

there’s a total of 21 national directors and you 
serve for a three year term. So, every year, 
seven get elected and seven come off,” Smith 
said.

As part of his responsibilities, Smith will 
work with two Virginia districts: the Appo-
mattox District, which includes 30 clubs and 
764 members, and the Peaks of Otter District, 
which has 20 clubs and 369 members.

“They don’t want to send you 10 hours away. 
They try to keep you within somewhere you 
can drive, attend the meetings and functions, 
and come back home that night,” he said.

Smith said the role also involves communi-
cation between the national organization and 
local districts.

“If anything happens at the national level, 
I will also take it back to my districts and in-
form and work with them,” he said. “Also, any 

issues that the districts may have I will work 
with that district to solve any of those issues.”

Smith said he decided to run for the position 
after attending the Ruritan National Conven-
tion last year in Greenville, South Carolina.

“There were some events that took place that 
I wasn’t overly happy with. Some members did 
not get their way so they kind of caused a lit-
tle bit of embarrassment for our organization, 
and it didn’t sit well with me. So, I decided, 
‘well, I’ll run,’” he said.

Citing Ruritan’s motto, “Fellowship, Good-
will, and Community Service,” Smith said he 
felt the organization needed to refocus on its 
core values.

To add some fun to his campaign and reflect 
his interest in NASCAR, Smith adopted the 
slogan “Rev with Kev.”

“Rev being excited about all the big things 

that Ruritan does and with and working with 
one another, and I was the Kev part,” he said 
with a chuckle.

During the campaign, Smith traveled exten-
sively to meet members.

“I hit the core area of Ruritan during my 
campaign by going to West Virginia, Tennes-
see, North Carolina, South Carolina, and about 
six districts in Virginia,” he said. “We learned 
more about Ruritan going out and campaign-
ing then I ever thought we would, and we had 
fun. That was the main thing- having fun do-
ing something.”

Although he has just begun his term, Smith 
said he does not expect to seek reelection after 
it ends.

“I will probably look to get more involved 
with the Ruritan Foundation, the scholarship 
arm of Ruritan,” he said.

Ruritan
(cont. from page 1)
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EPA Reform, 
Permitting and Coal

A cornerstone of 
American power and 
success is predicated 
on our manufacturing 
might.

As factories transi-
tion in the 21st century, 
new technological inno-
vations boost American 
industry and support 
more efficient and pro-
ductive manufacturing 
activity.

For example, new 
technologies could help 
coal plants burn coal 
cleaner with reduced 
emissions.

Accordingly, many 
domestic manufactur-
ers are interested in 
seizing the moment by 
adopting 21st century 
innovations.

However, many man-
ufacturers from furni-
ture makers to steel 
manufacturers seek to 
make efficiency mod-
ifications or improve-
ments to their facilities 
and plants. And yet, 
they often refrain from 
doing so.

This is because of 
something called New 
Source Review (NSR).

NSR regulations fall 
under the Clean Air 
Act.

Once triggered, the 
NSR process can jeop-
ardize the air permit 
for the entire manufac-
turing facility.

Accordingly, a plant 
could be put out of 
business, even though 
the efficiency upgrades 
would result in a net re-
duction in plant emis-
sions!

One example that I 
frequently cite is the 
Vaughan-Bassett Fur-
niture manufacturing 
plant in Galax. 

When I have toured 
the plant, I have viewed 
the plant’s production 
process and the work of 
its craftsmen.

This facility possess-
es what I call the “long 
conveyor belt to no-

where.”
It was clear that this 

“conveyor belt to no-
where” did not serve a 
meaningful purpose. At 
the very least, it made 
the production process 
less efficient.

To most people, it 
would make sense to 
rearrange this feature 
and save production 
time on every piece 
of furniture manufac-
tured there.

However, lawyers for 
Vaughan-Basset ad-
vised the factory that 
removing any part of 
the conveyor belt sys-
tem could possibly trig-
ger an NSR analysis, 
thus threatening the 
entire facility’s air per-
mit and thus the legal 
ability of the plant to 
operate.

Accordingly, they do 
not touch the “conveyor 
belt to nowhere.”

You may ask, “why 
should I care?”

And the answer is 
this.

Vaughan-Bassett is 
an American manufac-
turer. It competes with 
Asian furniture manu-
facturers.

Every second, every 
minute that is added to 
the process reduces the 
efficiency of the manu-
facturer and adds costs 
to the production.

We will never beat 
the Asian countries on 
wages. Nor should we.

But we can be more 
efficient. NSR in many 
cases prevents us from 
being more efficient 
and more competitive 
in the marketplace.

These NSR issues 
pose challenges to man-
ufacturers in Virgin-
ia’s Ninth District and 
across the country.

Accordingly, for mul-
tiple Congresses, I in-
troduced legislation to 
correct this misguided 
practice to deliver clar-
ity for American manu-

facturers and promote 
plant efficiency im-
provements. 

This year, my New 
Source Review Permit-
ting Improvement Act 
was considered by the 
House Committee on 
Energy Commerce, on 
which I serve.

During remarks on 
my NSR reform bill, I 
highlighted that nu-
merous industry groups 
and labor unions sup-
port my bill. That in-
cludes the United Mine 
Workers of America, 
the National Mining 
Association and the 
U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce.

As debate occurred 
on my NSR reform bill, 
Committee Democrats 
introduced several 
amendments.

One such introduced 
amendment happened 
to unintentionally tar-
get Appalachian com-
munities!

The Democratic 
amendment proposed 
that my reform bill 
could not apply to any 
facility or plant that 
uses any electricity 
generated from coal.

Therefore, under the 
Democrats’ amend-
ment, any coal plant 
that generates electric-
ity or any facility that 
uses coal-generated 
electricity would likely 
not be able to make effi-
ciency upgrades!

There wasn’t even a 
limit. It was a blanket 
application to all facil-
ities with coal-generat-
ed electricity, regard-
less if the facility needs 
90% of its electricity 
generated from coal or 
1%.

Therefore, our manu-
facturing plants would 
be barred from using 
the reforms to improve 
their facilities!

I raised my objections 
to the proposed amend-
ment during the hear-
ing.

I specifically outlined 
the threat that such an 
idea would pose to Vir-
ginia’s Ninth District 
and central Appala-
chian communities at 
large.

Facilities in our re-
gion rely on coal for 
electricity purposes 
and industrial process-
es. By handicapping 
our manufacturers in 
the Ninth District, our 
factories would lose 
business and we would 
lose jobs.

The consequences 
could be devastating for 
our communities.

Luckily, we defeated 
the Democrats’ amend-
ment and my bill was 
reported favorably by 
the Committee.

However, this epi-
sode illustrates just 
how out of touch DC 
Democrats are on en-
ergy policy and expos-
es their radical zeal to 
eradicate coal from our 
energy mix.

If DC-style Demo-
crats get their way, 
we will see even high-
er costs on our electric 
bills and less reliability.

I will continue fight-
ing against anti-coal 
policies and promot-
ing commonsense en-
ergy policy to ensure 
we have the backs of 
American manufactur-
ing workers.

Morgan
Griffith
Representative

Blood Drive set for Feb. 10
This month’s blood drive is 

scheduled for Tuesday, February 
10, at the John D. Hooker Build-
ing. The blood drive donation 
hours are 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

* Donors are reminded that 
RapidPass allows you to start the 
blood donation process from the 
comfort of your home or office. 
The donor can answer health his-
tory questions before arriving at 
the blood drive location. This can 
save as much as 15-20 minutes in 
the donation process! RapidPass 
must be completed the day of the 
drive and can be found at http://
www.redcrossblood.org/Rapid-
Pass. The donor can bring a hard 
copy or copy it to your cell phone.

* The Red Cross encourages all 
donors to get a good night’s sleep, 
to eat a good breakfast or lunch, 
drink plenty of water, and bring a 
picture ID with them to the drive.

* Donors can make an appoint-
ment up to the time of donation 
through the blood donor app, by 
calling 1-800-REDCROSS (733-
2767) or online by going to www.
redcrossblood.org and searching 
24171.

* This month’s sponsor is Heal-
ing Waters Day Spa located in 
Patrick Springs. Welcome Heal-
ing Waters as a first-time sponsor 
of the blood drive.

* This month’s goal is 21 whole 
blood units and 2 double red 
units.

* The volunteers look forward 
to serving you and making your 
donation a pleasant experience.

* Happy Valentine’s Day!
We hope to see you at the oldest 

blood drive in Patrick County on 
Tuesday, February 10.

Gene Stirewalt,
Stuart

Imagine No Social Security
By Russell Gloor
In 1971, the iconic song writer 

John Lennon penned the lyrics to 
his famous song “Imagine,” asking 
us to picture a world in total peace 
and harmony. Although it was a 
call to imagine what life would be 
like in a utopian world, it was also, 
perhaps, overly optimistic given 
the realities of that time – realities 
which are largely similar today, 
over 5 decades later.

Nevertheless, it is always good 
to imagine life as it might be. And 
that goes both ways – we can and 
should always picture life in a bet-
ter world, but we might also take 
pause, at times, to picture how life 
might be worse. How often have 
we lamented that “things could be 
much worse?” when confronting ad-
versity in our daily lives? So, today 
I’d like to suggest that you picture 
what life would be like without So-
cial Security.

First Some Statistics
First, some statistics: Social Se-

curity provides benefits to about 70 
million Americans, senior citizens 
as well as those not yet old enough 
to be so designated. That’s about 
20% of the entire U.S. population. 
The benefits offered are financial, 
providing usually crucial money to 
those fortunate enough to be eligi-
ble. That includes those who have 
earned benefits by working and are 
old enough to claim, and others – 
such as minor or disabled adult 
children – who have not personally 
earned a benefit but are dependent 
on a parent who has. Benefits are 
also available for dependent spous-
es, ex-spouses and, sometimes, de-
pendent parents. And let’s not for-
get that even working Americans 
who become disabled often find 
financial relief at a younger age 
with the Social Security disability 
insurance program. Fact is, Social 
Security provides a “major” source 
of income for a majority of senior 
Americans and, in most cases, those 
collecting say it is critical to their 
ability to make their financial ends 
meet. In a nutshell, a large majority 
of Social Security recipients say So-
cial Security is critically important 
to their financial well-being. But 
what if Social Security were to go 
away?

What If Social Security Went 
Away?

Well, that’s not something we like 
to think about because it would neg-
atively impact so many millions of 
people. Senior citizens would suffer 
harshly because the poverty rate for 
those aged 65 and over would jump 
from around 10% to nearly 40%. 
That means another 22 million peo-
ple would be added to the total 36 
million who already live below the 
U.S. poverty line. And statistical-
ly, the ones most affected would be 
older women, people of color, and 
children (about 4 million of whom 
receive Social Security benefits). 
Another 9 million or so Americans 
who collect Social Security Disabili-
ty Insurance benefits would also be 
seriously affected.

What would American life be like 
without Social Security? As a stu-
dent of U.S. history, I can imagine 
what it was like in the 1930s – the 

decade of the so-called “Great De-
pression.” The years immediately 
preceding the advent of FDR’s So-
cial Security program were a time of 
abject poverty in the United States. 
Many Americans had very little 
money and scant resources, with 
men wandering from town to town 
to find work to provide food for their 
kitchen table. Many wore tattered 
clothing, often the only clothes they 
had, and minor children had to work 
(if they could) to help the family 
survive. That was the environment 
which gave birth to the U.S. Social 
Security program. And the pro-
gram, funded by taxes on workers 
and their employers, worked well. 
Starting when monthly SS benefits 
began flowing in 1940, Social Secu-
rity has continued to sustain Amer-
ica’s seniors and their dependents 
for about 90 years. In other words, 
Social Security is an extremely ef-
fective anti-poverty program which 
would devastate millions if the pro-
gram went away. But what are the 
chances that Social Security will ac-
tually go away?

Will Social Security Ever Go 
Away?

You might have heard that Social 
Security is now having some finan-
cial difficulties – and that is true. 
But is it in danger of every going 
away completely? The answer to 
that is a resounding “No.” Despite 
its current financial dilemma, So-
cial Security will never go away 
completely. As long as Americans 
are working and contributing to 
the program, it will always be here 
to provide some benefits. But the 
more important question is, will 
Social Security be able to pay for 
all of its benefit obligations in the 
future? And the answer to that is 
“No, unless Congress acts soon to 
reform the program.” You see, right 
now Social Security revenue (main-
ly income from working Americans) 
is less than needed to pay all benefit 
obligations. Social Security revenue 
in 2024 was about $1.418 trillion, 
but SS expenses were about $1.485 
trillion – a deficit of about $67 bil-
lion. And that shortfall has been 
taken from Social Security’s Trust 
Fund reserves in order for full ben-
efits to be paid to everyone. 

The Social Security Trust Funds 
have supplemented the money 
needed to pay full benefits since 
2021, which means the reserves in 
the Trust Funds have gone from 
about $2.9 trillion in 2020 to about 
$2.7 trillion today – a trend that 
will result in the reserves being 
completely depleted in about the 
year 2033 (this according to the 
Trustees of the Social Security pro-
gram). If the Trust Fund reserves 
are fully depleted, Social Security 
can only pay out in benefits what 
it receives in revenue, which would 
mean about a 23% cut in benefits 
for every Social Security recipient.

Since so many Americans rely on 
Social Security as a major contribu-
tor to their financial well-being, the 
result of a 23% cut to everyone’s So-
cial Security income would be dev-
astating. It likely wouldn’t make 
things as bad as they were in the 
1930s preceding Social Security’s 
� (See Imagine p. 7)
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William Penn “Billy” Fulton
By Beverly Belcher Woody
I recently came across a letter published in The 

Enterprise, dated January 23, 1919, written by 
Nettle Ridge resident William Penn “Billy” Fulton. 
It offers a poignant snapshot of life for some of the 
young soldiers serving during World War I.

Billy Fulton was born on November 27, 1899, to 
John William Fulton and Barbara Anne Hylton of 
Nettle Ridge. John William Fulton was the son of 
John Kelly Fulton of Pittsylvania County, Virgin-
ia, and his wife, Maria Louise Harrison of Caswell 
County, North Carolina. Barbara Anne Hylton was 
the daughter of George W. Hylton and Sarah Cath-
erine Penn of Patrick County.

Billy was the youngest child born to the couple. 
His siblings were:

George Hylton Fulton (1886–1955)
John Kelly Fulton (1887–1922)
Catherine Penn Fulton (1889–1908)
Hylton Harrison Fulton (1891–1910)
Louise Barbara Fulton (1895–1972)
Annie S. Fulton Clark (1895–1977)
Billy Fulton married Miss Virginia Oneil Clark 

on December 22, 1940. At the time of their mar-
riage, Billy was 41 and Virginia was 37. It was the 
first marriage for both. Virginia was the daughter 
of Edward Lybrook Clark and Anna Massey.

Interestingly, Virginia’s brother, Joseph Myron 
Clark, married Billy’s sister, Annie S. Fulton.

Billy Fulton worked as a dairy farmer and man-
ager until his passing on August 21, 1968.

Somewhere in France
November 24, 1918
Dear Papa,
This is the date named by the E. F. for all soldiers 

to write “Dad’s Xmas Letter,” and I believe the fa-
thers who have sons over here are supposed to write 
to them. You see, I’m keeping my part of the contract 
and hope you will do the same. Perhaps you are 
writing to me now. It is one o’clock here and about 
nine o’clock at home.

I received Mama’s letter written on October 15th 
and also a letter from Louise written on the same 
date, and of course was delighted to hear from both 
of them. They were the first letters I’d received in 
about six weeks. I hope my mail goes more promptly 
to you than yours comes to me.

Mama seems anxious to know where I have been 
and how long it took me to come over. I’ve tried sev-
eral times to tell her, but either my letters were sent 
back or were cut out by the censor. But since hostili-
ties have ceased, censorship has been changed. Now 
we can tell where we are and where we have been, 
so I’ll try to give you a summary of my travels since 
I left New York, as perhaps this will be of more in-
terest than any other thing I could write. Here goes!

On July 31st, we loaded on the British transport 
Mandingo (the old “Appon”) at Brooklyn. We pulled 
out of the harbor early the next morning. Our trans-
port carried only fifteen hundred men and officers, 
most of them of Air Service Squadron, though there 
were about two hundred Red Cross nurses and med-
ical officers on board also. We thought at first that 
we were going directly to France, but soon found out 
from the sailors that we were going to England in-
stead.

I think it was the third of August that we arrived 
in the Halifax harbor. We stayed there about twen-
ty-four hours, picking up our convoy while there. 
The following days until we reached England were 
rather tiresome, as we saw no sign of a sub.

I thought I would be sick all the way across, but 
much to my surprise I wasn’t. The first day out I 
had an awful headache, but I was not bothered after 
that—only I was almost starved when I arrived.

On August 15th we arrived at Liverpool and from 
there were sent to a rest camp just outside the city. 
The next day we loaded on a train and went to Win-
chester. On our way we went through several of En-
gland’s largest cities. We stayed in Winchester about 
ten days, and then our squadron was split into four 
“flights” or divisions, each sent to a different camp 

in England. The medical officers and we four “medi-
cos” went with the headquarters flight to Margate, a 
big summer resort.

I was nearer the firing line there than I’ve ever 
been since. I could hear the big guns from there. 
Three air raids were made on the town while I was 
there, but no damage was done.

While there, I met lots of English girls who were 
down from London on their vacation. From then on, 
I didn’t have such a dull time. It is an exception to 
meet a girl in England or France who will compare 
with the average American girl.

We stayed in Margate almost a month and from 
there went to Narborough near King’s Lynn. There 
is a very large airdrome there, and ’twas no trouble 
to get a ride. My first trip made me a little sick, but 
after that I could stand the “loop,” “spin,” or any oth-
er stunt the pilot might try—and believe me, they try 
them all.

I drove the ambulance on the flying field, and I’ve 
seen some awful crashes—men getting burned and 
horribly mangled when a plane falls, and they fell 
on an average of two per day. But of all the rides we 
took, not a plane with a Yank crashed except two, 
and one of our fellows got a leg broken and another 
got intense wounds. It was my job to drive as fast as 
I could to a plane as soon as it was seen to fall, and 
believe me, I’ve had to “step on her” sometimes.

I stayed there until the latter part of last month 
and was transferred out of 33F and sent to Codford 
as a casual, much to the surprise of especially my-
self. I took a couple of days in London (though I’d 
been there twice before) to see a girlfriend of mine 
whom I met in Margate. I met her mother and was 
treated as nicely as if I’d been their son. One thing I 
can say about the English—they certainly treat the 
Yanks nicely after they know them well.

On my arrival at Codford, I was attached to the 
159th Aero Squadron, and we went to Southampton 
a few days later and crossed the Channel the night 
of November 1st, arriving in Havre early the next 
morning.

We had to leave our barrack bags in Codford, and 
ever since we have been carrying our possessions on 
our backs—including three blankets, underclothes, 
tent, helmet, gas mask, trench shoes, and toilet arti-
cles. You see, we haven’t a very light pack.

We stayed at a rest camp near Havre for three 
days, then went to Le Mans, and after being there a 
few days we started on a tour of France in boxcars 
and living on canned beef. After riding around the 
country for three days, we landed here near Chau-
mont. How long we will stay here and where we will 

go from here, I have no idea.
Now that the war is over, I’d like to be going home, 

but I suppose I’ll be lucky if I get home by spring.
I’m sorry that I did not get over here sooner, as I 

would have liked to have driven an ambulance up 
near the front—but such has been my luck. I sup-
pose I did not join in time. I haven’t met anyone over 
here that I’ve ever known before. The nearest I’ve 
come is to meet a guy from Roanoke who knew some 
girls there that I know.

I don’t suppose any fellows from Patrick have been 
killed in action. I haven’t seen any names on the ca-
sualty lists that I know. It seems that Virginia has 
lost very few of her sons.

If I can get a pass while I’m in France, I’m going to 
Paris and Monte Carlo for a few days.

Well, I’ve written more than I’ve ever written in 
my life, I believe, and I won’t attempt to write much 
more. I hope you’ll get this by Christmas, and I hope 
I’ll receive one from you at the same time.

Tell Mama that I don’t need anything, and if I did 
it would be impossible for her to send it. I can get 
along on what Uncle Sam gives me until I get home.

Remember me to all my old friends. I’m wishing 
them a joyous Christmas and a happy New Year. 
I wish I could send each one of you something this 
year, but can’t have the pleasure, as it has been over 
two months since I have been paid. But I’m send-
ing all of you my best wishes and hoping that this 
Christmas will be a very, very happy one—and I’m 
sure it will be.

Your devoted son,
BILLY
Pvt. Wm. P. Fulton
159th Aero Squadron
A.E.F., France
Today, more than a century later, Billy Fulton’s 

letter stands as a lasting testament to a generation 
who answered the call to serve while never forget-
ting where they came from. His story, preserved in 
print and memory, reminds us that the history of 
World War I is not only written in global events but 
also in the lives of Patrick County families whose 
sons carried their hometowns with them—wherev-
er duty took them.

For questions, comments, or story ideas, please 
contact Woody at rockcastlecreek1@fmail.com or 
276-692-9626. 

Social Security Matters
By Russell Gloor, National Social Security 

Advisor at the AMAC Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of Mature American Citi-
zens

Ask Rusty – Am I Entitled to More Social 
Security as a Veteran?

Dear Rusty: I served in the U.S. Army from 
July 1964 to July 1967. Am I eligible for a high-
er Social Security payment? Thank you. Signed: 
Vietnam Era Army Vet 

Dear Army Vet: Please accept my sincere 
thanks for your military service. I believe you 
are referring to the “Special Extra Credit for 
Military Service” which has been the subject of 
many published articles. That refers to a spe-
cial Social Security accommodation available 
only to those who served in the military during 
specific periods of time - but it does not add to 
your monthly Social Security payment. Rather, 
it adds to your military earnings record for the 
years you served, which may (or may not) result 
in a higher Social Security benefit when you lat-
er claim Social Security.

Here’s how it works in your case:
Serving between 1964 and 1967, if you told So-

cial Security of your military service when you 
applied for Social Security benefits (or gave them 
a copy of your DD-214), they would have added 
up to $1,200 per year to your military pay record 
(FYI, those who served after 1966 were automat-

ically given earnings credit for their military ser-
vice years). However, whether those special extra 
credits would affect your monthly Social Security 
benefit depends on your lifetime earnings record 
when you later claimed Social Security.  

When you applied for benefits, Social Securi-
ty reviewed your lifetime earnings and used the 
highest earning 35 years of earnings over your 
lifetime (adjusted for inflation) to calculate your 
“Primary Insurance Amount” (or “PIA,” which 
is what you get if you claim benefits to start at 
your Social Security full retirement age). If, after 
your military service, you had 35 or more years 
of earnings which were higher than your earn-
ings while serving in the military, Social Secu-
rity would have used your later higher earning 
years to calculate your benefit, and your military 
earnings would not have had an effect on your 
Social Security benefit. However, if any of your 
military earnings (including the “special extra 
credits”) were among the highest over your life-
time, then those higher military earnings would 
be included when calculating your Social Securi-
ty benefit.  

So, whether you would benefit from these 
“special extra credits for military service” de-
pends largely on your earnings history after you 
were discharged from active duty. If your mili-
tary earnings were among the highest earning 
years over your lifetime, and you provided SSA 

with a copy of your DD-214 when you applied 
for Social Security, then your current SS benefit 
already includes consideration of your military 
service (FYI, Social Security should have asked 
about your military service when you applied). 
If you didn’t tell SS about your military ser-
vice when you applied for Social Security, or if 
you aren’t sure, you should contact the SSA at 
1.800.772.1213 and ask if you were given those 
“special extra credits for military service” for 
your 1960s military service years when you ap-
plied for Social Security. But if you had at least 
35 years of higher earnings after you left mili-
tary service, your current SS benefit is already 
based on those later higher earning years, and 
you will not get any additional /Social Security 
benefit because of the “special extra credits” for 
your military service years.

This article is intended for information purpos-
es only and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-dvisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Richmond Times Dispatch, 1940

Martinsville Bulletin, 1968
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PCHS senior Lawless 
signs with P&HCC softball

By Ashlee Mullis
Patrick County High School senior Hayden 

Lawless has signed a letter of intent to play soft-
ball at Patrick & Henry Community College.

“Signing to play at the college level is more 
than an achievement—it’s the reward for years 
of hard work, faith, and sacrifice, and the begin-
ning of a new chapter where I get to chase my 
dreams at the next level,” Lawless said.

Those attending the signing included, front 
row from left, sister Taylor Lawless, father 
Bradley Lawless, Hayden Lawless and moth-
er Amber Lawless. In the back row, from left, 
were Patrick County High School coach Brent 
Belcher, head coach Ryan Pendleton, coach Bri-
an Hubbard and athletic director Heidi Moore.

Editor’s note: This item is reprinted to correct 
an identification error. We regret the error.

Setting Limits for Kids
Stress is taking its toll on the very youngest 

Americans. The number of preschool children 
on antidepressants jumped more than 200 per-
cent between 1991 and 1995. Ritalin use for 2 to 
4-year-olds during that same time shot up 300 
percent in Midwestern states. [1]

Let’s face it: A stressed lifestyle can become a 
behavioral addiction that we pass on to our chil-
dren. Overloaded schedules, junk food, a frantic 
pace, mind-numbing and nerve-wracking enter-
tainment, and constant media bombardment 
are harming our livelihood. They all contribute 
to the neglect of family, good nutrition, regular 
exercise, relaxation, time for reflection, and sane 
sleep schedules.

Psychiatrist Richard Winter states it this 
way: “When stimulation comes at us from every 
side, we reach a point where we cannot respond 
with much depth to anything. Bombarded with 
so much that is exciting and demands our at-
tention, we tend to become unable to discrimi-
nate and choose from among the many options. 
The result is that we shut down our attention 
to everything.” [2] Coupled with a diet that is 
stimulating but not strengthening, mental and 
nervous system health are sure to suffer. Not 
to mention the other more noticeable health in-
dicators such as cholesterol, weight, and blood 
pressure—even in children.

Setting limits on children’s behavior, diet, 
schedules, and activities plays an important 
part in controlling their stress levels. When par-
ents set limits on behavior, it helps children de-
velop self-control. It also communicates the par-
ents’ expectations and helps build consistency 
and security into children’s lives.

Besides limiting sweets and junk food, par-
ents need to set limits on diet by providing chil-
dren with plenty of fresh fruit, whole grains, and 
vegetables. These steps will help parents protect 
their children from undue weight-gain and life-
style diseases that affect both physical and men-
tal function.

By setting limits on schedules and activities, 

parents protect children from unrealistic expec-
tations and excessive drain of emotional and 
physical energy. It also helps them build struc-
ture into their lives.

Developing a consistent family schedule that 
includes regular times for meals, chores, going 
to bed, doing homework, and family fun helps a 
child develop a sense of security, responsibility, 
and community. This will help them contribute 
in a positive way as they grow up.

Despite what they may tell you, children want 
to know what the rules are. It is important for 
parents draw the line between acceptable and 
unacceptable behavior. According to Ellen Ga-
linsky, a child development expert, “Limits 
make children feel safe.” [3] When a parent cares 
enough to prevent a child from doing something 
that is seriously out of line, the child feels more 
secure and trustful.

Establishing regular family worship provides 
time for reflection, interaction, and the devel-
opment of conscience. Replacing meaningless 
entertainment with quality family time and so-
cial interaction will benefit children by helping 
them develop the ability to set boundaries, build 
self-esteem, and create a social environment 
that helps prevent at-risk behavior. Perhaps 
most important, it helps parents keep a check 
on their own priorities, schedules, and commit-
ments! After all, that’s what children tend to 
copy.

References:
[1] Global health at the crossroads: Sur-
geon General’s report on the 50th World 
Health Assembly. Satcher D. JAMA 1999 
Mar:281(10)942-3.
[2] Winter R. Still Bored in a Culture of En-
tertainment (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 2002) p. 36.
(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Laurie 

Snyman, MSW, ACSW, LSCW. Used by permis-
sion from www.LifeandHealth.org. Courtesy of 
LifeSpring - Resources for Hope and Healing 
Stuart, VA.)

Safety grants 
available for projects 

that save lives 
Do you see speeding on your rural roads? 

Worry about children crossing busy streets? 
Want to protect neighbors from impaired driv-
ing? The Virginia Department of Motor Vehi-
cles (DMV) is inviting passionate Virginians 
to turn those concerns into life-saving action 
through its annual Highway Safety Grant Pro-
gram.

Beginning February 1, organizations across 
the Commonwealth can apply for funding 
through DMV’s new online eGrants portal to 
launch local projects that make roads safer for 
everyone. From small towns to urban neigh-
borhoods, these grants empower community 
leaders to create real solutions where they’re 
needed most.

This year’s funding cycle places special em-
phasis on:

* Improving safety on rural roads
* Protecting pedestrians and bicyclists
* Reducing serious injuries and fatalities 
statewide
With grants starting at $5,000, even small 

ideas can grow into powerful programs. Past 
projects have included youth-led safe-driving 
campaigns, creative pedestrian safety messag-
ing, and targeted law-enforcement initiatives 
that have removed dangerous drivers from the 
road.

“Some of the most impactful safety solutions 
start with people who care deeply about their 
community,” said DMV Commissioner Gerald 
Lackey, Virginia’s Governor’s Highway Safe-
ty Representative. “This program gives local 
leaders the tools and resources to turn that 
passion into measurable change, helping more 
Virginians get home safely every day.”

Making It Easy to Get Started
Applying for a highway safety grant is easier 

than ever thanks to DMV’s new eGrants sys-
tem. The online platform allows applicants to:

• Submit and manage applications in one 
place
• Upload documents securely
• Track progress in real time
• Streamline reporting
Whether you’ve applied for grants before or 

are exploring the process for the first time, 
eGrants makes participation simple and trans-
parent.

Who Should Apply?
DMV encourages applications from Virgin-

ia-based organizations with innovative ideas 
to improve safety, including:

• Law enforcement agencies
• Nonprofit organizations
• State and local government agencies
• Colleges and universities
Applicants should propose projects with clear 

goals and measurable outcomes and complete a 
brief grant training course prior to submission.

Your Idea Could Save Lives
Every safer intersection, every informed 

driver, every protected pedestrian starts with 
someone willing to step forward.

If you have an idea that could prevent crash-
es, protect vulnerable road users, or strength-
en safety in your community, DMV wants to 
hear from you.

Funding decisions are based on potential 
impact, innovation, and alignment with state-
wide safety priorities. Programs and projects 
promoting the safety of Virginians of all back-
grounds are encouraged.

Important Dates
• Application Period: February 1-28, 2026
• Project Funding Period: October 1, 
2026-September 30, 2027 (Funding is provid-
ed on a cost-reimbursement basis.)
Learn More
For application materials, training informa-

tion, guidelines, and evaluation requirements, 
visit DMV’s website or contact your regional 
DMV program manager.

Together, Virginians can build safer roads — 
one community, one project, and one life at a 
time.

Tax-time donations help provide outdoor recreation opportunities
As Virginians head into tax sea-

son, those expecting a state tax re-
fund can participate in a program 
that benefits outdoor recreation and 
conservation. 

By donating all, or a portion, of 
their 2025 state income tax refunds 
to the Open Space Recreation and 
Conservation Fund, taxpayers pas-
sionate about enjoying and protect-
ing the outdoors can make a differ-
ence. 

The voluntary contributions fund 
outdoor grants like the Trail Access 
Grants program. For example, as the 
recipient of a grant, the City of Roa-
noke was able to complete a project 
to provide its first accessible Roa-
noke River Blueway access point for 
fishing, boating and recreation. Be-

fore the project, it was not accessible 
to people with disabilities. 

The Open Space Recreation and 
Conservation Fund also supports 
the state’s efforts to buy land for con-
servation, including additions to the 
Natural Area Preserve System. 

The fund is managed by the Vir-
ginia Department of Conservation 
and Recreation. 

To choose the Open Space Recre-
ation and Conservation Fund, enter 
Code Number 68 on Schedule VAC 
(Virginia Contributions Schedule), 
Section II (Other Voluntary Contri-
butions). This form accompanies the 
state individual tax return Form 760.  

For more information, go to DCR’s 
tax checkoff page at https://www.dcr.
virginia.gov/checkoff. 

A project to improve accessibility for a Roanoke River Blueway access point was supported 
by the Open Space Recreation and Conservation Fund.
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Birthday
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

Terri S. Wood, Manager

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

birth, but it would nevertheless present a very 
serious problem which would thrust many more 
Americans into poverty. And that is the crux 
of the Social Security dilemma – cutting every-
one’s SS benefit to only 77% of what is now re-
ceived would mean a return to high levels of 
American poverty.

But it doesn’t need to happen.
Fixing Social Security
Congress has been aware of this looming So-

cial Security issue for several decades but has 
chosen to “kick the can down the road.” Now, 
there is little time remaining to fix the problem. 
We are only a short 7 years away from when the 
SS Trust Funds will no longer have money to 
supplement Social Security benefit payments. 
Therefore, Congress must act soon to restore 
this crucial program to financial solvency. And 
the longer it waits, the more difficult the prob-
lem will be to solve. Indeed, Congress, instead, 
recently exacerbated Social Security’s financial 
dilemma by passing legislation which provided 
additional benefits to a segment of beneficia-
ries (see H.R. 82 – The Social Security Fairness 

Act). Regardless of the merits of that recent leg-
islation, it added about $200 billion to Social 
Security’s expenses over the coming decade, at 
a time when Congress should be seeking ways 
to reduce Social Security’s costs.

For its part, the Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens (AMAC) recognized this looming 
Social Security issue years ago and developed 
a potential Social Security reform proposal. 
AMAC has promoted (and continues to pro-
mote) its Social Security Guarantee to Con-
gress and, in fact, also to the new Commission-
er of Social Security. AMAC’s proposal provides 
common sense adjustments to the Social Se-
curity program – program adjustments which 
retain the poverty-reduction aspects of Social 
Security while still providing the full benefits 
all have earned from a lifetime of working. You 
can see a summary of AMAC’s Social Securi-
ty Guarantee proposal at https://amac.us/so-
cial-security-guarantee/?utm_agid=&utm_ter-
m=&creative=&device=c&placement=&gad_
source=1&gad_campaignid=21154710234&g-
braid=0AAAAADrprBzHp_vLSMSHHFceOzS-

Lb6QLD&gclid=CjwKCAiA95fLBhBPEiwATX-
UsxK61N3laFlzbpgeRBo44EuB_T7HGtvOD-
VwpCj8ntnYzefR5yTWi5cxoCnx8QAvD_BwE.

In any event, now is the time to mobilize by 
contacting your Congressional Representatives 
to demand that Congress take action to reform 
the Social Security program and restore it to 
financial solvency. The year 2033, when every-
one’s Social Security benefit will be cut by al-
most 25%, is just around the corner. Just imag-
ine the consequences of that!

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.

Trust President Ronnie Haynes 
said there will be displays about 
Stuart and Laurel Hill and items 
for sale to benefit the organization’s 
preservation efforts at Laurel Hill.

In addition to music, food, cake, 
and refreshments, a guest speaker 
will present a program at the event.

Haynes said the group’s been hav-

ing the birthday celebration for de-
cades.

“We used to have it at an antique 
store there in the Town of Stuart, 
and we started doing that maybe 15 
to 20 years ago. We sort of picked it 
up and moved to different locations,” 
he said.

For the last seven years or so, it’s 

been held at the Ararat Ruritan 
Club.

“That’s really turned into a really 
nice event for the community, and 
they come out, enjoy the music and 
dance, do a little fellowshipping, and 
have a good time,” he said.

Haynes estimates about 100 peo-
ple attended last year’s event. If the 
weather is good, he expects the same 
number of people to attend this one.

While there’s no set plan to po-
tentially reschedule the celebration, 

Haynes said it could possibly be 
scheduled for the Saturday afterwa
rds.                                 

“We’re just going to keep our fin-
gers crossed,” he said.

If the event is rescheduled due 
to inclement weather, Haynes said 
people can find out on the group’s 
website or Facebook page. 

For more information, go to www.
laurelhill@jebstuart.org or Face-
book.com/JEBStaurtPreserva-
tion,Inc.

Initial unemployment filings fall
Virginia Works announced that 

the 2,895 unemployment insur-
ance weekly initial claims filed 
during the week ending January 
17, 2026, is 41.1 percent lower 
than last week’s 4,915 claims and 
1.3 percent higher than the com-
parable week of last year (2,858). 
Nearly 80 percent of claimants 
self-reported an employer which 
correlates to an associated indus-
try. Based on this reporting, the 
top five industries (59 percent) 
were Professional, Scientific, and 
Technical Services (360); Admin-
istrative and Support and Waste 
Management (278); Retail Trade 
(245); Construction (242); and 
Health Care and Social Assistance 
(232).

Continued weeks claims 
(21,687) were 9.5 percent higher 
than last week (19,804) and were 
26.4 percent higher than the com-
parable week of last year (17,161). 
Nearly 91 percent of claimants 

self-reported an employer which 
correlates to an associated indus-
try. Based on this reporting, the 
top five industries (60 percent) 
were Professional, Scientific, and 
Technical Services (4,077); Ad-
ministrative and Support and 
Waste Management (2,412); Man-
ufacturing (2,366); Health Care 
and Social Assistance (1,559); and 
Construction (1,461).

A person who has already filed 
an initial claim and who has ex-
perienced a week of unemploy-
ment files a continued claim to 
claim benefits for that week of 
unemployment. On a weekly ba-
sis, continued claims reflect a 
good approximation of the current 
number of insured unemployed 
workers filing for UI benefits, and 
are a good indicator of labor mar-
ket conditions. While continued 
claims are not a leading indicator, 
they provide confirming evidence 
of the direction of the economy.
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Opioid Abatement Authority 
announces grant awards to 

Patrick, other localities
A committee of the Virginia Opi-

oid Abatement Authority (OAA) 
approved $545,429 in grants to 
five Virginia communities on Janu-
ary 20, for new or expanded opioid 
abatement and remediation efforts.

Patrick County was awarded 
$18,945 to enhance services for the 
Piedmont Adult Recovery Court 
and to expand mental health and 
substance use disorder (SUD) treat-
ment within the Patrick County 
Jail. Funds will support a Peer 
Support Specialist, Psychiatric 
Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, 
licensed therapist, Justice Support 
Supervisor, and the purchase of an 
SUV to address transportation bar-
riers and operating needs. The Peer 
Support Specialist will provide ded-
icated services to Adult Recovery 
Court participants, while the Nurse 
Practitioner and therapist will de-
liver psychiatric medication man-
agement and individual and group 
therapy to incarcerated individuals. 
The Justice Support Supervisor will 
oversee service delivery within the 
jail setting. 

Adult Recovery Court serves up 
to 25 participants at a time with an 
anticipated eight graduates annu-
ally, while the Nurse Practitioner 
and therapist will support up to 50 
and 60 individuals per year, respec-
tively. Through this coordinated ap-
proach, Patrick County aims to ex-
pand access to treatment, improve 
recovery outcomes, and reduce 
recidivism among justice-involved 
individuals. Patrick County has 
pledged an additional $145,211 of 
its opioid settlement funds to sup-
port this effort. This project was 
identified following a needs assess-

ment that identified critical gaps 
in SUD services, particularly for 
justice-involved and incarcerated 
individuals.

Other award details are:
Clarke County was awarded 

$14,700 to fund a substance use 
disorder (SUD) intensive case man-
ager who will provide intensive 
case management services to re-
duce substance abuse/use in fami-
lies and children. This position will 
reduce SUD related child abuse/ne-
glect and SUD among children. The 
program will also strengthen fami-
lies and increase local and regional 
collaborations for services. Clarke 
County has pledged an addition-
al $31,514 of its opioid settlement 
funds to support this effort.

Franklin County was awarded 
two projects totaling $184,580, in-
cluding:

An amendment to the current 
Grace House PEARL Program to 
increase the funding by $99,575 to 
purchase an additional home for a 
larger program expansion in lieu of 
a costly renovation of a portion of 
the current facility. Grace House is 
a six to 12-month recovery housing 
facility for pregnant and postpar-
tum women with five living units. 
Through Franklin County’s part-
nership with the Piedmont Commu-
nity Services Board, the addition of 
a new building will allow for three 
additional living units and yield 
a 60% increase in the program’s 
capacity. Franklin County has 
pledged an additional $138,920 of 
its opioid settlement funds to sup-
port this effort.

A new Community Paramedicine 
Program designed to bridge gaps in 

healthcare access, reduce avoidable 
emergency department utilization, 
and improve long-term outcomes 
for vulnerable populations. The pro-
gram is awarded $73,500 and focus-
es on opioid use disorder (OUD) ser-
vices while also addressing broader 
Community Risk Reduction (CRR) 
priorities. The program will be ad-
ministered by the Franklin County 
Public Safety Department and im-
plemented through a phased ap-
proach, with expansion to full fis-
cal-year operations in subsequent 
phases. The program will directly 
benefit residents who utilize emer-
gency services for substance-use 
related incidents, including approx-
imately 150 opioid-related 911 calls 
received annually, while also pro-
viding prevention, treatment link-
age, and education for individuals 
experiencing non-opioid substance 
use emergencies. Franklin County 
has pledged an additional $23,750 
of its opioid settlement funds to 
support this effort. Only 50% of the 
personnel costs are part of this OAA 

project to ensure a separate pay 
source for time spent on non-abate-
ment activities.

Henrico County was awarded 
$275,000 to contract with an or-
ganization to provide substance 
use education for up to 20 faith-
based leaders from a cross section 
of faiths. The contracted provider 
will work up to a year to ensure 
that faith leaders have a good un-
derstanding of substance use, and 
ways to address substance use in 
their communities, as well as link 
individuals affected to the treat-
ment and supports they need. Faith 
leaders will have the opportunity to 
meet prevention, treatment, recov-
ery, and harm reduction providers 
in their communities. Leaders will 
work together to develop and imple-
ment strategies to reduce substance 
use and overdoses in their congre-
gations. In-person training will be 
provided to assist the faith lead-
ers with developing a project for 
engaging their community on the 

OBITUARIES 
Mabel Bowman Hiatt

Mrs. Mabel Bow-
man Hiatt, age 85 
of Stuart, Virginia, 
passed away peaceful-
ly at the Blue Ridge 
Therapy Connection 
in Stuart on Tuesday, 
January 27, 2026.  
She was born in Pat-
rick County on July 
28, 1940, to the late 
Yance Ellis Bowman 
and Rosa Ann Branch 
Bowman.  In addi-
tion to her parents, 
she was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Mack Hiatt, Jr., “Ju-
nior”; one daughter, 
Debra “Cricket” Rob-
inson; four siblings, 
Harry Reid Bowman, 
Macie Bowman, Mar-
garet Bowman, and 
Edgar Bowman.  Ma-

bel was a member 
of New Beginnings 
Baptist Church in 
Patrick Springs.  She 
enjoyed going to yard 
sales.  She will be re-
membered as a loving 
wife, caring mother, 
adoring grandmother, 
daughter, sister, aunt, 
and friend.

Mrs. Hiatt is sur-
vived by four children, 
Joe Hiatt (Joyce), Rob 
Hiatt (Angela), Tracie 
Hiatt (Kevin Mabe), 
and Jonathan Hiatt 
(Adrienne), son-in-
law, Kurt Robinson; 
eight grandchildren; 
and several nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside will be 
held on Friday, Jan-
uary 30, 2026, at 2:00 
p.m. in Stuart Ceme-
tery with Pastor Mark 
Wright officiating.  
The arrangements 
have been entrust-
ed to Moody Funeral 
Home in Stuart and 
online condolences 
may be sent by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Jeanette Lundy
Jeanette Lundy, age 

80, passed away peace-
fully January 28, 2026 
at Johnston Memorial 
Hospital in Abingdon, 
VA. Jeanette was born 
December 12, 1945 
to the late Orbra and 
Bessie Horton. In addi-
tion to her parents, she 
was preceded in death 
by her first husband 
Jim Lundy; an infant 
sister; sister Imener 
Peyton; brothers, Al-
len Horton, Larry Hor-
ton and great grand-
son, Hunter Michael 
Lundy.

Jeanette was a grad-
uate of Blue Ridge 
High School in Ararat, 
VA. She spent 38 years 
in the child care busi-
ness and was loving-
ly known as “Nannie 
Net” to approximately 
368 children. In 1985 
she was named the 
first president of the 
Johnson County Chap-
ter of MADD (Mothers 
Against Drunk Driv-
ers.) She was an active 
member within her 
church congregations 
starting at Danube 
Presbyterian Church 
in Claudville, VA, 
Clinton Chapel Pres-
byterian Church and 
Mountain City Presby-
terian Church, both of 
where she served as an 
Elder and a member of 
the Lady’s Circle. She 
was a current mem-

ber of Calvary Baptist 
Church.

Those left to cherish 
her memories include 
her husband, Noah 
Click; daughter, Mary 
Martin and husband 
Charles; son, Mark 
Lundy and wife Nan-
cy; sisters, Connie 
Woods (Ricky), Caro-
lyn Hayden (Wayne); 
brothers, Maynard 
Horton (Gail), Dale 
Horton (Marie), Noel 
Horton (Joan); broth-
er-in-law, Buddy Pey-
ton; sister-in-law, Rita 
Horton; grandchildren, 
Amber Lundy, Jamie 
Lundy (Alison), Chris 
Miller (Becca), Kyle 
Miller, Brianna Miller, 
Dylan Crowell, Evan 
Martin (Chloe), Char-
ly Martin (fiancé Eric 
Casey); step-children, 
Sam Click (Tammy), 
Andy Click, Curtis 
Click, Noah Click Jr. 
(Vicky), Stacey Click; 
special nieces, Lisa 
Tshudy, Dr. Diana 

Thomas; several great 
grandchildren and oth-
er nieces and nephews.

The family will re-
ceive friends from 
1:00-2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 1, 
2026 at Mountain City 
Funeral Home. The 
funeral service will 
follow at 2 p.m. with 
Pastor Steven Spencer 
and Tyler Fenner of-
ficiating and a prayer 
by her grandson Jamie 
Lundy. The burial will 
immediately follow 
at Sunset Memorial 
Park. Pallbearers will 
be Jamie Lundy, Chris 
Miller, Kyle Miller, 
Evan Martin, Sam 
Click, and Andy Click. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Athritis Foundation, 
www.arthritis.org.

At other times, 
friends and family 
may visit the home 
of her daughter Mary 
Martin, 1268 Branch 
Rd., Laurel Bloomery, 
TN.

Condolences may 
be sent to the family 
through our website at 
www.mountaincityfh.
com.

The family of Jea-
nette Lundy has en-
trusted her services 
to Mountain City Fu-
neral Home, 224 S. 
Church Street, Moun-
tain City, TN 37683.

Aloma Imener Peyton “Meanie”
Mrs. Aloma Imener 

Peyton “Meanie” age 
66 of Stuart, Virginia 
passed away peace-
fully at her home on 
Tuesday, January 
27, 2026.  She was 
born in Patrick Coun-
ty, Virginia on May 
12, 1959, to the late 
James Orbra Horton 
and Bessie Pack Hor-
ton.  In addition to 
her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
two brothers, Allen 
Horton and Larry 
Horton; two sisters, 
Jeanette Lundy, and 
an infant sister.  Ime-
ner was a member of 
High Point Baptist 
Church.  She lived a 
life that exemplified 
compassion, dedica-
tion, and unwaver-
ing love for her com-
munity and family. 
Imener was drawn to 
supporting families 
affected by Alzhei-
mer’s disease, having 
witnessed its impact 
within her own fam-
ily. With a vision to 
create a support sys-

tem for others navi-
gating similar chal-
lenges, she became a 
founding member of 
the Patrick County 
Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. As we remember 
Aloma Imener “Mean-
ie” Peyton, we cele-
brate her remarkable 
legacy--life filled with 
love, service, and a 
genuine dedication 
to uplifting others. 
She will be profound-
ly missed but always 
remembered for her 
benevolent heart and 
the countless lives 
she touched.

Left to cherish the 
memories of Ime-
ner is her devoted 

husband, Lewis H. 
Peyton, Jr. “Buddy”; 
five siblings, Caro-
lyn Hayden (Wayne), 
Connie Woods 
(Ricky), Dale Horton 
(Marie), Noel Horton 
(Joan), and Maynard 
Horton (Gail); and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews.       

The funeral service 
for Mrs. Peyton will 
be held on Thursday, 
February 5, 2026, at 
1:00 p.m. at Moody 
Funeral Home with 
Pastor Wayne Moore 
officiating.  Buri-
al will be in Locust 
Grove Primitive Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.  
The family will re-
ceive friends one hour 
prior to the service at 
the funeral home.  In 
lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be 
made to Alzheimer’s 
Association, Patrick 
County Chapter, P.O. 
Box 1301, Stuart, VA  
24171.  Online con-
dolences may be sent 
to moodyfuneralser-
vices.com.

Martin Lee “Marty” Clark
Marty, age 72, 

passed away on Jan-
uary 26, 2026, at No-
vant Forsyth Medical 
Center.  He was born 
in Morgantown, West 
Virginia on July 23, 
1953, to the late James 
Morris and Mary Mar-
garet McCurdy Clark.

Marty was a ma-
chinist for 20 plus 
years at JP Stevens 
and later turned his 
talents to flooring in-
stallation, working for 
Jewell Interiors, then 
later, Styron Floor 
Covering.  Marty was 
meticulous in his work 
and took pride in do-
ing the best job possi-
ble.

He loved the out-
doors. Camping, boat-
ing, fishing, and ca-
noeing were among 
his favorite activities.  
He was also an avid 
NASCAR fan.

Marty’s knowledge 
of how to do anything, 
how things worked 
was unfathomable, 
and he passed his 
knowledge on to fam-
ily and friends.  We’re 
all so grateful that 

this part of him will 
live on in us.

In addition to his 
parents, he was pre-
deceased by his grand-
parents, Clarence and 
Edna McCurdy; Mor-
ris and Evelyn Clark; 
and the mother of his 
children, Joy Clark.

Left to cherish his 
memories is his loving 
wife of 40 years, Mel-
anie Flippin Clark; 
his daughters, Teri 
Clark Breaux (Chris) 
and Lori Clark; broth-
er, Gary Clark (Jill); 
sister, Janie Clark 
Miller (Craig); eight 
grandchildren, Mai-
ya, Adelyn, Evan and 
Chloe Breaux; Kalob, 
Kayden, Bella, and 
Lincoln Beasley; sev-
eral nieces and neph-
ews; a special brother-

in-law, Larry Flippin; 
and his beloved fur 
baby, Abby.

A funeral service 
will be held on Thurs-
day, February 5, 2026, 
at 2:00 PM at Moody 
Funeral Home Chap-
el in Mount Airy with 
Pastor Mark George 
officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow in the 
Stateline Primitive 
Baptist Church Cem-
etery in Collinstown, 
North Carolina.  The 
family will receive 
friends on Thursday, 
February 5, 2026, at 
Moody Funeral Home 
from 12:00 PM until 
the time of the service. 

The family wishes to 
thank everyone for the 
many prayers uplifted 
on Marty’s behalf, the 
cards that were sent, 
and the love that was 
shown. 

Flowers will be ac-
cepted, or you may 
consider a donation to 
your favorite charity 
in Marty’s honor. 

 Online condolences 
may be made at: www.
moodyfuneralservices.
com.

� (See Opioid p. 9)
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PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Cornelius 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From Revelation 2, what 
city was said by John to have 
“Satan’s seat”? Pergamos, 
Miletus, Patara, Sodom

3. Whose first chapter begins, 
“God, who at sundry times and 
in divers manners”? Mark, 
Galatians, Hebrews, Jude

4. From Acts 13, where were 
Paul and Barnabas deserted 
by Mark? Jericho, Perga, 
Athens, Damascus

5. What were Gihon, Pishon, 
Tigris and Euphrates as 
connected with the Garden 
of Eden? Cities, Kings, Rivers, 
Caves

6. From 1 Kings, who is given 
credit for writing 1,005 songs? 
Jacob, Solomon, Philip, David

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 
Pergamos, 3) Hebrews, 4) 
Perga, 5) Rivers, 6) Solomon

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Discipline
By Alan Dean, retired Sev-

enth-day Adventist pastor
Our Saviour desires to save ev-

eryone. Paul states in Hebrews 7: 
25 “He is able to save them to the 
uttermost those that come unto God 
by Him (Jesus), seeing He ever lives 
to make intercession for them.” But 
not everyone chooses to come to 
God. We tend to be too willing to 
go our own way. So God sometimes 
chooses to use various means of dis-
cipline in an attempt to change our 
course.

In his book, “The Shepherd Evan-
gelist”, R.A. Anderson tells of a 
tourist who, walking across the 
Scottish hills, enjoying the beauties 
of the lake country, saw a shepherd 
with his sheep resting at noon.

The sheep were browsing. As he 
drew near to the shepherd, he no-
ticed one sheep lying down.  It was 
evidently hurt, and the shepherd 
was speaking words of love and as-
surance to the young sheep.

“Do you have a sick one there?” 
asked the tourist. “Well, not exactly 
sick,” said the shepherd.  “He has a 
broken leg.”

“Oh, how did it happen?  An acci-
dent I suppose.” But the shepherd 
hesitated to say. Finally he told the 
story.

“This fellow is a good sheep. He 
has all the earmarks of a leader, 
but he was willful and wouldn’t 
come when I called. He would al-
ways lead the flock the wrong way. 
I tried to teach him, but he was 

obstinate. He wouldn’t trust me. I 
decided I’d have to do to him what 
I had done to others before. It was 
hard, but I knew it would work. I 
prepared splints and bandages; 
then holding him down, I took the 
young fellow’s leg in my hands and 
broke it over my own like this,” and 
he showed how it was done. But 
his voice choked and his eyes were 
brimming.

“Then I set the leg,” he continued, 
“and bound it up. That was weeks 
ago. Since then every mouthful of 
food and every drop of water this 
fellow has had, he has taken from 
my own hands.  Every day I car-
ry him out to the field, and every 
night I take him back again. We 
have learned to love each other, 
for we have suffered together. In a 
few days I will remove the bandage, 
and he will be my leader, for he has 
learned in pain what I could teach 
him in no other way.”

The discipline was hard, but nec-
essary because the young sheep 
wouldn’t listen to the shepherd.  
Jesus, our divine Shepherd, often 
uses trials, sorrows, and afflictions 
to discipline us. But even before 
these come He makes preparations 
to bind up our wounds. In sympa-
thy and love Jesus shares in our af-
flictions. He then will bring us heal-
ing and comfort, and prayerfully we 
learn the lesson of trust that He has 
for us.

What a wonderful Saviour and 
marvelous God we have!

topic of substance use 
and recovery. Henrico 
County expects that 20 
faith-based leaders will 
participate in this ef-
fort, benefitting 5,000+ 
individuals. The faith-
based communities 
may include the follow-
ing: Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist, Hindu, and 
Christian communi-
ties.

The City of Fairfax 
was awarded $63,709 
to implement a proof-
of-concept initiative 
through the develop-
ment of an AI-enabled 
virtual reality (VR) 
training platform for 
multidisciplinary cri-
sis response teams. 
In partnership with 
George Mason Univer-
sity’s College of Public 
Health and Immersion 
Technology Lab, Fair-
fax City will implement 
Phase 1 of the Commu-
nity Opioid Response 
Enrichment (CORE) 
project. CORE will en-
hance core competen-
cies, coordination, and 
role-specific expertise 
among crisis respond-
ers during opioid-relat-
ed crisis and post-crisis 
events through immer-
sive, scenario-based 
VR training accessi-
ble both on-site and 
remotely. A key com-
ponent of this project 
consists of strengthen-
ing the integration and 
effective utilization of 
certified peer recov-
ery specialists within 
local crisis response 
systems, improving 
outcomes for individ-
uals and communities 
impacted by opioid use 
disorder.

“These awards pro-
vide support to Virgin-
ia cities and counties 
to implement and ex-
pand opioid abatement 
programs that meet 
the current and future 
needs of their commu-
nities,” said Sen. Todd 
Pillion, Chair of the 
OAA Board of Direc-
tors. “Virginia contin-
ues to lead the way in 
awarding opioid settle-

ment funds for diverse, 
evidence-based proj-
ects at the community 
level.”

“Awarding communi-
ty-level projects,” said 
Del. Brianna Sewell, 
Treasurer of the OAA 
Board of Directors, “re-
ally allows those on the 
front lines to steer the 
solutions and respond 
to what they are see-
ing.”

“We are beginning to 
see the results of the 
early rounds of OAA 
grants come to frui-
tion,” said Dr. Sarah 
Thomason, Vice Chair 
of the OAA Board of 
Directors, “and it is 
wonderful to see more 
cities and counties ap-
plying these funds to 
help save lives in their 
communities.”

To date OAA awards 
are funding more than 
171 active projects 
across the Common-
wealth.

Funding for the OAA 
grants and awards is a 
result of Virginia’s par-
ticipation in numerous 

national settlements 
from manufacturers, 
distributors, retailers 
and other organiza-
tions in the sphere of 
prescription opioids. 
The payments, which 
began in 2022, from the 
various settling com-
panies are expected to 
exceed $1.1 billion in 
total funding and are 
expected to conclude by 
2041.

The OAA was estab-
lished by the General 
Assembly in 2021 to 
oversee the distribu-
tion of 55% of Virginia’s 
total settlement funds. 
Of the remainder, 30% 
is distributed directly 
to cities and counties, 
and the remaining 15% 
to the Commonwealth. 
The use of funds is re-
stricted by court orders 
and state statute, with 
the restrictions requir-
ing that funds be used 
for opioid abatement 
and remediation ef-
forts. 

For more informa-
tion email info@voaa.
us.

Opioid
(cont. from page 8)
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FREE 
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KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.

net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER, 
Roofing, Masonry, Tree 

Work, Clean Outs, 
Chimney Sweeps, 
Gutters, Painting, 
Fencing & Custom 
Decks. Free local 

estimates 276-224-4623

ATTENTION- ROOM 
FOR RENT

Nice & Clean, Double 
bed master room, fully 

furnished, from Martins-
ville 12 minutes.  We rent 
to females 45 or older.  1 
person $369 plus $32 for 
utilities, 2nd person $137 
plus $19 for utilities.  No 
smoking, pets or drinking 

in the house.  Call or 
text: 276-790-5965.

AUCTIONS 
PUBLIC AUCTION! 

Late Model CNC Ma-
chining Equipment! 

American Machine Com-
pany Is Closing. Online 
Only. Feb. 12, 10am. 
Richmond, Va. Bid at 

motleysindustrial.com. 
VAAL#16/NCAL#5914.

ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS: Promote your 

upcoming auctions state-
wide! Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 

audience. Call this pa-
per or Landon Clark at 
Commonwealth Media 

Solutions 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Prepare for power 

outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 

receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-

947-1479 today to 
schedule a free quote. 

It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
Leaf Filter is backed 

by a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 

today 1-877-614-6667 
to schedule a FREE 

inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15% 

off your entire order. 
Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. 

Restrictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Quality 

materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncon-

tested, $525.00 + 
$86.00 court cost. 

WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 

Premium nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S. based 

customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

FOR RENT

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303
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Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, 
aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, 
Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs 

(no tvs), and more.(no tvs), and more.
Call Call 276-694-5692  276-694-5692  for priCesfor priCes

Jamie’s Jamie’s 
Recycling Recycling 

CenterCenter

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

We offer Roll 
Off Services

3609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 241713609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-5692276-694-5692

Jamie’s Recycling CenterJamie’s Recycling Center

Hours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1pHours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1p
“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26

(Meeting/event information must be received no 
later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the desired publi-
cation date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Monday, Feb. 9
The Patrick County Board of Supervisors meets 

at 6 p.m. in the third-floor board room of the Patrick 
County Administration Building.

Thursday, Feb. 12
The Patrick County School Board meets at 5:30 

p.m. in the School Board Office.

Events

Thursday, Feb. 5
DMV Connect will be inside Patrick & Henry 

Community College, 212 Wood Brothers Dr., Stu-
art, from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Closed for lunch from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 6
The community food pantry will be at the Wool-

wine SRRS building from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 7
Jeb Stuart Rescue Squad will hold its monthly 

community breakfast, 7:30 -10 a.m. Plates are $10. 
Dine in, carryout, and curb service available. Call 
276-694-6171 to place an order.

Meadows of Dan Women’s Club BINGO, Mead-
ows of Dan Community Center. Doors open at 5 
p.m. Games start at 6. Food will be available for 
sale. For more information, call 404-401-0064

Saturday, Feb. 7 - Sunday, Feb. 8
Providence United Methodist Church will hold 

the 2026 Super Sub Weekend, with 8-inch subs and 
salads for $11 each or two for $20. Pick-ups are Sat-
urday from 4-6 p.m. and Sunday from 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Delivery to some local businesses is also avail-
able. To order contact any member of the church or 
call Doris Craghead at (276) 692-6046 or Cathy Na-
toli at (276) 692-7194.

Wednesday, Feb. 11

The Patrick County Food Bank will be open from 
8:30-11 a.m. and from 5-6:30 p.m. at its Stuart loca-
tion, from 8-10 a.m. at Fellowship Church in Ara-
rat, and at 5:30 p.m. until out of boxes at the Mead-
ows of Dan Community Building.

Thursday, Feb. 12
The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group will 

meet at 11 a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary 
Field in Stuart. Entertainment will be provided by 
Roger Wells. Beverages will be provided. The menu 
is potluck, so attendees are requested to bring their 
favorite meats, vegetables, and/or desserts to share.

Stuart Baptist Church will host a community 
dinner starting at 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Everyone is invited to attend.

Step/Stroll Showcase, Walker Theatre, P&HCC 
Campus. Free admission. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Exhibition begins at 6 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 14
Free program, “Living with Black Bears in Vir-

ginia,” will be presented by Norma Bozenmyer at 
the Patrick County Library at 11 a.m. Suitable for 
all ages. Registration is not required. 

Thursday, Feb. 19
The Patrick County Republican Committee will 

meet at 6 p.m. in the Motorsports Hall of Fame Au-
ditorium, 212 Wood Brothers Dr., Stuart. 

Friday, Feb. 20
The community food pantry will be at the Fairys-

tone Volunteer Fire Department from 3-4 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 21
Adam Murphy, one of the two Democratic can-

didates running in a primary to unseat Morgan 
Griffith, will be at the Patrick County Democratic 
meeting, 10:30 a.m., Patrick County Library. 

Ongoing
	
Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick County Alzhei-

mer’s Group LLC. 109 Buena Vista, Stuart, Mon-
day, Wednesday & Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mem-
bers meet on the first Monday of every month at 

6 p.m. in the Alzheimer’s office. New members are 
welcome. For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

	
The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on Tues-

days from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instrument, or just 
come and listen.

	
Community meal at Salem Church on Salem 

Church Road in Critz, the first Sunday of every 
month at 12:10 p.m.  Call (276) 222-1069 with ques-
tions.

	
Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the Ves-

ta Community Center on the third Tuesday each 
month at noon. Both groups welcome new members 
and invite caregivers to attend. Literature is also 
available.

	
Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every 

Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.
	
Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor Guard 

meets on the first Tuesday of every month at the 
American Legion Post 105, at 7 p.m. Interested vet-
erans are welcome to attend.

	
Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednesday, 

5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912 Raven 
Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. Call Scott 
or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or email pastor@
ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group is 
sponsoring a June 2 - 5, 2026 trip to the eastern 
shore of Virginia. Trip flyers are available at the 
Patrick County Recreation Office (276) 694-3917 or 
by contacting Judy Lacks, trip coordinator, at (276) 
694-4767.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members Meet-
ing, the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.; Ap-
palachian Acoustic Open Jam, every Friday. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. for food, with music and dancing, 
6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam is on the last 
Tuesday of the month. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for 
food, music, and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.
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FTC orders GM, OnStar to 
stop sharing VA driver data

By Zamone Perez
Virginia News Connection
Insurance companies typically 

raise rates because of increased 
claims or risk – but what if they 
could raise them based on infor-
mation recorded by your car?

That’s what the Federal Trade 
Commission says happened to 
drivers of General Motors vehi-
cles with the OnStar Smart Driv-
er feature. Now the commission 
has ordered the data transfers 
stopped.

Lena Cohen, a staff technologist 
for the nonprofit Electronic Fron-
tier Foundation, said some driv-
ers had no idea they’d enrolled in 
this feature because car salespeo-
ple signed them up without telling 
them to get an enrollment bonus.

“But even drivers who did re-
alize they’d signed up for these 
OnStar features didn’t realize the 
extent of the data they were shar-
ing and what that data was being 
used for,” she said.

GM says it has shut down the 
Smart Driver program, unen-
rolled all users and cut ties with 

data brokers LexisNexis and Ver-
isk. Under the FTC order, GM and 
OnStar are barred for five years 
from sharing certain data with 
consumer reporting agencies. For 
the next 20 years, the company 
must get clear consent before col-
lecting or sharing vehicle data, 
give drivers access to their infor-
mation and allow them to opt out 
or delete it.

Cohen urged Congress to pass 
strong data privacy laws that ap-
ply to all car companies.

“It’s too easy for companies to 
bury their data collection and 
sharing practices in long terms 
of service that no one actual-
ly reads,” she said. “And all car 
makers should be forced to get 
people’s explicit consent before 
engaging in invasive data-sharing 
practices like these.

You can find out what data 
your car is set up to collect at ve-
hicleprivacyreport.com. It’s also 
possible to request a report from 
Lexis Nexis and Verisk to see 
what information they have on 
you.
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ABC NOTICE
HaynesPerry LLC trading as 
Longfin Grill, 329 W. Blue Ridge  
Street, Stuart, Patrick County, 
Stuart, Virginia 24171-1530.
The above establishment is ap-
plying to the VIRGINIA AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) AUTHORITY 
for a Restaurant Beer, Wine, 
Consumed On and Off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture al-
coholic beverages. 
Richard L. Perry, partner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required news-
paper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.
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RFP 2026-MNT-001
The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed 
proposals from licensed contractors for Excavating and Site Prepara-
tion for a future Multipurpose Building/Wrestling Building at Patrick 
County High School, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart, VA 24171. RFP elec-
tronic file plans are available from the Architect’s office (88knight@
comcast.net) or School Maintenance Office, Chad Haynes (chad.
haynes@patrick.k12.va.us). Proposals will be received on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, on or before 2:00 p.m. at the Patrick County 
School Board Office, 132 North Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171, and re-
sults will be read aloud. A pre-bid conference will be Tuesday, Febru-
ary 3, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at Patrick County High School. All interested 
contractors attending the pre-bid conference must check in at the high 
school main office.
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TRUSTEE SALE
119 Park Street, Stuart, VA 24171

In execution of the Deed of Trust dated February 21, 2020, in the original principal amount of $85,858.00, 
recorded as Inst. 200000308, assigned at Inst. 250002249, in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court for the 
County of Patrick, Virginia, default having occurred in the payment of the indebtedness thereby secured 
and at the request of the holder of the note, the undersigned, as Substitute Trustees, either of whom may act, 
will sell at public auction at the front entrance of the Circuit Court for the County of Patrick on February 
26, 2026, at 1:30 p.m., the property located at the above address and described as Lot 1, as shown on plat 
recorded in Plat Book 1, page 68, County of Patrick. TERMS: CASH. PROPERTY SOLD AS IS WITH 
SPECIAL WARRANTY OF TITLE. A deposit of $10,000.00 or of the successful bid amount (whichever 
is lower) will be required immediately of the successful bidder, in cashier’s check or certified funds only 
payable to or signed over to “DOLANREID PLLC, TRUSTEE”, no personal checks accepted. Balance is 
due within 15 days from date of sale VIA BANKWIRE ONLY. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan including, but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower filed for 
and obtained bankruptcy protection, entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan 
prior to the sale. In any such event, or if trustee is unable to complete the sale, or if it is set aside or not fully 
completed for any reason except purchaser’s default, the sale shall be null and void, and the purchaser’s 
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. Upon purchaser’s default, 
the deposit shall be forfeited and the property resold at the risk and costs of the defaulting purchaser. Sale 
is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, reservations and conditions, if any, of record, 
as well as inchoate liens and any other matters which would be disclosed by an accurate survey or inspec-
tion of the premises. Real estate taxes will be adjusted to the date of sale. All costs of conveyance, deed, 
examination of title, recording charges, grantor’s tax and possession will be at the expense of the purchaser. 
All risks of casualty immediately pass to the successful bidder. Time is of the essence. Winning bidder must 
sign a memorandum of sale immediately upon completion of sale. Additional terms may be announced at 
the time of sale. Trustee’s affidavit and a copy of the notice of sale available at the foreclosure sale. The 
opening bid is not announced until the sale. Current sale status available at dolanreid.com/foreclosure-sales. 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
For Information Contact:
DolanReid PLLC and G. Benny Moore, Substitute Trustee(s)
12610 Patrick Henry Dr., ste. D, Newport News, VA 23602; (757) 320-0255, Ext. 220 or Ext. 260
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Meeting Notice
Patrick County Public Service Authority

Quarterly Business Meeting
The Patrick County Public Service Authority Board of Directors will 
hold a Quarterly Business Meeting on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 
6:00 PM in the 3rd Floor Court Room of the Patrick County Veterans 
Memorial Building.
Petitions and requests from the public to address the Board shall be 
submitted in writing to the PSA located in the Patrick County Admin-
istration Building at 106 Rucker Street, Suite 218, Stuart, VA. Peti-
tions and requests to address the Board shall be submitted no less than 
five (5) business days prior to the scheduled meeting and placed on the 
official meeting agenda in order to be considered. Persons wanting to 
address the Authority’s Board not having submitted a pre-request to do 
so may only be heard after a majority of Directors agree. The Directors 
encourage public attendance at all meetings.

LEGAL

Virginia’s farm community to advocate 
at annual Legislative Day on Feb. 9 

Over 100 Virginia agriculture leaders are 
uniting in Richmond for the Super Bowl of 
grassroots advocacy known as Legislative Day.

Farmers and foresters will make their prior-
ities known at the General Assembly on Feb. 
9, which was rescheduled due to Winter Storm 
Fern.

“At the top of our list for budget priorities is 
fully funding the Agricultural Best Manage-
ment Cost Share Program,” said Katelyn Jor-
dan, assistant director of VFBF governmental 
relations. This voluntary program helps farm-
ers implement practices that further Chesa-
peake Bay water quality goals.

In his tenure, Gov. Glenn Younkin support-
ed VFBF’s priority of fully funding ag BMPs, 
reaching $223 million for 2026—the highest 
funding ever.

But his final budget in December “came up 
just a bit short,” Jordan said. However, sev-
eral Virginia lawmakers are carrying budget 
amendments to reach full program funding 
through 2028.

An effort to establish a framework for proper-
ly labeling manufactured protein food products, 
like fungus or plant-based proteins, is moving 
to the Virginia Senate.

“This bill requires alternative protein prod-
ucts to have a qualifying term on the label 
indicating the origin and the contents of the 
ingredients,” said VFBF legislative specialist 
Jake Tabor. “This will protect consumers and 
support transparency and truth in labeling.”

Farm Bureau opposed a bill that removes 
minimum wage exemptions for farm laborers.

“We did lose that exemption,” said VFBF 
working lands and state advocacy specialist 
Rachel Henley. “However, we did successfully 
safeguard the farm worker exemption for over-
time. Those two bills will be moving to commit-
tee.”

Farm Bureau supported legislation that 
passed unanimously, giving localities the au-
thority to create service districts to help control 

invasive plant species.
“This will give communities another targeted 

tool to help control the invasives that are caus-
ing a lot of economic damage to our farms and 
fields,” Tabor said.

Farm Bureau also supports proposed legisla-
tion regarding:

• Maintaining the Department of Forestry’s 
Virginia Forestry Sustainability Fund, help-
ing localities recoup the cost of adopting for-
est land use assessment. The land use status 
provides real estate tax relief and furthers 
conservation by assessing forestland at its 
timber value rather than higher market val-
ue. Support of the fund over the next bienni-
um would help localities offset some costs of 
assessment adoption.
• Continued fiscal support for the large an-

imal veterinarian grant funds. A shortage 
of rural food-animal veterinarians persists 
statewide, due to high education costs and 
limited income expectations. The policy suc-
cessfully moved through the General Assem-
bly and will continue to be funded this year, 
“And hopefully going forward,” Jordan said.
• A budget amendment to secure $5 million 
in funding for DOF grants to protect water-
ways on logging jobs, and urban forestry pro-
grams that advance water quality goals.
• Creation of a state work group on “agrivol-
taics” and its official definition as “the inten-
tional co-location of agricultural production 
and solar energy generation.”
Keep track of agriculture-related legislation 

at plowsandpolitics.com/2026, the VFBF Plows 
and Politics blog.

A national survey by the data-privacy firm Syrenis found that 82% of connected-car drivers 
don’t realize how much data their vehicles collect, and 79% aren’t aware of what’s shared 
with third parties. (Adobe Stock)
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RFP 2026-MNT-001
The Patrick County School Board is accepting competitive sealed 
proposals from licensed contractors for Excavating and Site Prepara-
tion for a future Multipurpose Building/Wrestling Building at Patrick 
County High School, 215 Cougar Lane, Stuart, VA 24171. RFP elec-
tronic file plans are available from the Architect’s office (88knight@
comcast.net) or School Maintenance Office, Chad Haynes (chad.
haynes@patrick.k12.va.us). Proposals will be received on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, on or before 2:00 p.m. at the Patrick County 
School Board Office, 132 North Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171, and re-
sults will be read aloud. A pre-bid conference will be Tuesday, Febru-
ary 3, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at Patrick County High School. All interested 
contractors attending the pre-bid conference must check in at the high 
school main office.
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119 Park Street, Stuart, VA 24171

In execution of the Deed of Trust dated February 21, 2020, in the original principal amount of $85,858.00, 
recorded as Inst. 200000308, assigned at Inst. 250002249, in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court for the 
County of Patrick, Virginia, default having occurred in the payment of the indebtedness thereby secured 
and at the request of the holder of the note, the undersigned, as Substitute Trustees, either of whom may act, 
will sell at public auction at the front entrance of the Circuit Court for the County of Patrick on February 
26, 2026, at 1:30 p.m., the property located at the above address and described as Lot 1, as shown on plat 
recorded in Plat Book 1, page 68, County of Patrick. TERMS: CASH. PROPERTY SOLD AS IS WITH 
SPECIAL WARRANTY OF TITLE. A deposit of $10,000.00 or of the successful bid amount (whichever 
is lower) will be required immediately of the successful bidder, in cashier’s check or certified funds only 
payable to or signed over to “DOLANREID PLLC, TRUSTEE”, no personal checks accepted. Balance is 
due within 15 days from date of sale VIA BANKWIRE ONLY. Sale is subject to post sale confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan including, but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower filed for 
and obtained bankruptcy protection, entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan 
prior to the sale. In any such event, or if trustee is unable to complete the sale, or if it is set aside or not fully 
completed for any reason except purchaser’s default, the sale shall be null and void, and the purchaser’s 
sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. Upon purchaser’s default, 
the deposit shall be forfeited and the property resold at the risk and costs of the defaulting purchaser. Sale 
is subject to all prior liens, easements, restrictions, covenants, reservations and conditions, if any, of record, 
as well as inchoate liens and any other matters which would be disclosed by an accurate survey or inspec-
tion of the premises. Real estate taxes will be adjusted to the date of sale. All costs of conveyance, deed, 
examination of title, recording charges, grantor’s tax and possession will be at the expense of the purchaser. 
All risks of casualty immediately pass to the successful bidder. Time is of the essence. Winning bidder must 
sign a memorandum of sale immediately upon completion of sale. Additional terms may be announced at 
the time of sale. Trustee’s affidavit and a copy of the notice of sale available at the foreclosure sale. The 
opening bid is not announced until the sale. Current sale status available at dolanreid.com/foreclosure-sales. 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
For Information Contact:
DolanReid PLLC and G. Benny Moore, Substitute Trustee(s)
12610 Patrick Henry Dr., ste. D, Newport News, VA 23602; (757) 320-0255, Ext. 220 or Ext. 260
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Meeting Notice
Patrick County Public Service Authority

Quarterly Business Meeting
The Patrick County Public Service Authority Board of Directors will 
hold a Quarterly Business Meeting on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 
6:00 PM in the 3rd Floor Court Room of the Patrick County Veterans 
Memorial Building.
Petitions and requests from the public to address the Board shall be 
submitted in writing to the PSA located in the Patrick County Admin-
istration Building at 106 Rucker Street, Suite 218, Stuart, VA. Peti-
tions and requests to address the Board shall be submitted no less than 
five (5) business days prior to the scheduled meeting and placed on the 
official meeting agenda in order to be considered. Persons wanting to 
address the Authority’s Board not having submitted a pre-request to do 
so may only be heard after a majority of Directors agree. The Directors 
encourage public attendance at all meetings.

WES announces Warrior Readers 
Woolwine Elementary School announced the 

names of its top readers who participated in 
the Warrior Reading program during the sec-

ond quarter. Each student who reached their 
grade level goal received a free snack and a free 
personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut. In addition, 

students who read the most books in each grade 
also received a free book. Congratulations every-
one! We hope that you will keep reading!

Pre-K Callahan Donnelly Kindergarten-- Colton Edwards First Grade-- Felicity Tyler

First Grade: Seven students tied for first place (left to right), Isabella Johnson, Lachlan King, Dallas Leviner, Georgia 
Cockram, Abigayle Cox, Lincoln Leath.

Second Grade--Lexi Hubbard

Third Grade--Daisy McBride

Fourth Grade-- Callie Tejeda Fifth Grade--Melissa Hughes Sixth Grade--Emmalyn Hubbard Seventh Grade--Alycia Wilson

Join the Great Backyard Bird Count at a Virginia State Park

Virginia State Parks are calling 
all nature lovers and bird enthu-
siasts to participate in the Great 
Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), 

taking place February 13–16, 
2026. This annual global event 
brings together millions of people 
to observe and record bird species, 

helping scientists track bird popu-
lations and migration patterns. 

The GBBC is a simple yet im-
pactful way to contribute to con-
servation science, and you don’t 
have to be a scientist to join in on 
the fun. Participants are asked to 
spend just 15 minutes on one or 
more days during the count ob-
serving birds in their backyard, 
local park or favorite outdoor 
space. Observations can be logged 
using the Merlin Bird ID app for 
identification or the eBird Mobile 
app for submitting sightings. 

Virginia State Parks across the 
commonwealth will host programs 
and events to enhance your bird-
ing experience. Whether you’re a 
seasoned birder or a curious be-
ginner, this is a great opportunity 
to connect with nature and con-

tribute to a worldwide citizen sci-
ence project. 

Those interested in participat-
ing in this year’s bird count can 
find an event or related program 
at one of several participating 
parks.  

State parks that are having an 
event include: 

*Bear Creek Lake, Cumberland 
*Caledon, King George 
*Fairy Stone, Stuart 
*Hungry Mother, Marion 
*Lake Anna, Spotsylvania 
*New River Trail, Max Meadows 
*Powhatan, Powhatan 
*Staunton River Battlefield, 

Randolph  
To learn more about Backyard 

Bird Count events at Virginia 
State Parks, visit http://www.dcr.
virginia.gov/birdcount.

Winter field sparrow at Machicomoco State Park Blue Heron in winter at York River State Park

Birdwatching at Westmoreland State Park
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Laurel Hill’s Many Histories: Jeb Stuart Visits Thomas Jefferson

By Tom Perry
Last year, I wrote about James Ewell Brown 

“Jeb” Stuart and his influence on the university 
that became Virginia Tech, but he also visited 
the University of Virginia in 1850. He wrote to 
his cousin, Alexander Stuart Brown, the son of 
Judge James Ewell Brown, for whom he was 
named 

Stuart was headed to West Point, New York, 
after being appointed to the United States Mili-
tary Academy in 1850. He spent several days in 
and around Charlottesville. He wrote his cousin, 
Alexander Stuart Brown, from the Irving House 
in Washington, D. C., on June 3, 1850. “I left 
there for Charlottesville, where I stayed one day. 
I went all over the University [of Virginia] and 
became acquainted with General Cabell and his 
two sons, from whom I received a letter of intro-
duction to Cadet W. Lewis Cabell and Captain 
Witcher. Dick Sanders and I went over to Mon-
ticello, which is truly a romantic place. I have 
a small piece of the marble slab over his grave 
with this inscription: “Here was buried Thomas 
Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the statute of Virginia for religious free-
dom, and father of the University of Virginia.” I 
pulled also two roses from near the walk lead-
ing through his yard. There is a statue of him in 
front of the President’s house here. It is made of 
bronze with the Declaration in his hand cut into 
bronze. The statue was presented during Tyler’s 
Administration to the President by the owner of 

Mr. Jefferson’s residence, Captain Levy, United 
States Navy. I went from Charlottesville to the 
junction where I left my overcoat and then came 
immediately on here.”

Uriah P. Levi (1792-1862) was a Commodore 
in the U.S. Navy and owner of Monticello when 
Stuart visited the plantation. Levi is buried 
along Mulberry Row, on the north side of the 
house, leading to Jefferson’s grave.

Upon arriving at Camp Gaines at the United 
States Military Academy, at West Point, New 
York, on July 8, 1850, Stuart wrote to his cousin 
Alexander Stuart Brown about his recent visit to 
the University of Virginia.

“So you expect to go to the University of Vir-
ginia this fall. I must say something about that 
place and vicinity, as I am afraid you will be dis-
appointed. I refer to the ladies of Charlottesville, 
for collectively or individually they merit the 
rank of the ugliest of the ugly; I could mention 
illustrations of the truth of this remark, but I 
know that you will have an opportunity of judg-
ing for yourself soon enough to your sorrow, but 
without a joke Charlottesville is a sweet place…
it would surpass any town in the United States 
so far as beauty is concerned. It may be however, 
the striking contrast, which exists between the 
ugly women and the pretty gardens and yards 
clothed in roses, that robes the place in apparent 
loveliness.”

Stuart’s last mention of the University of Vir-
ginia came on October 21, 1850, when he wrote 

Alexander Stuart Brown from the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, New York. “I 
was glad to hear you were so well pleased with 
the university and we so admirably situated for 
study and improvement. The university is in-
deed a lovely spot, and so is its vicinity. I know I 
shall never regret my taking that in on my way 
to this place. I became acquainted with several 
students whose names I have forgotten with the 
exception of young Fulton, an intimate friend of 
Richard Sanders. I was also introduced to the 
Misses Omohundro of the Monticello House.” 

John R. “Texas Jack” Omohundro (1846-1880) 
grew up south of Charlottesville near Palmyra. 
He scouted for Stuart in the Civil War in 1864. 
One of his sisters, Elizabeth, was eight when 
Stuart visited Charlottesville, and another, Ar-
abella, was one and might be the Misses that 
Stuart refers to.

Many people confuse the University of Vir-
ginia Cavalier mascot with J. E. B. Stuart, The 
Last Cavalier, but the mascot is a historical fig-
ure representing the Royalist supporters of King 
Charles I, with two main forms: the costumed 
Cavman, a stern, sword-wielding figure with a 
feathered hat, and the iconic Mounted Cavalier, 
a real person on horseback. The English Civil 
War was a battle of Cavaliers and Roundheads, 
the supporters of Oliver Cromwell, who execut-
ed King Charles and ruled England as the Com-
monwealth from 1649 to 1660.

The grave and painting of Uriah Phillips Levy at Monticello.

Grave of Thomas Jefferson at Monticello and the original grave marker, now at the University of Missouri.

Thomas Jefferson and J. E. B. Stuart.

Tom Perry, right, with Bill Barker, who portrays Thomas 
Jefferson at Monticello.

The Rotunda at the University of Virginia, along with the Cavalier logo.

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities


