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Historic Woolwine building lost in Saturday fire

By Taylor Boyd
The former Patrick County CO-

OP building in Woolwine caught 
fire Saturday, February 7, result-
ing in a total loss of the commercial 
property.

Thomas Industrial Fabrication 
was renting the building from 
Wade’s Produce as a working ware-
house.

Woolwine Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Chief Bennett Shough said 
the fire started around 3:30 a.m. 

“It was very cold and very windy. 
It was a big fire with the wind driv-
ing the fire, and everybody about 
froze to death,” he said.

Firefighters were on scene till 
about 2:30 p.m. containing the fire. 

“The wind was driving the fire. 
There was just so much involved - 
the building’s so big, it was just hard 
to contain. We couldn’t get inside it 
because it was caving in in places, 
and there’s so much stuff inside the 
building. We didn’t know what was 
in there, so we didn’t want to go in. The former Patrick County CO-OP building in Woolwine caught fire Saturday, February 7. Courtesy Patrick Springs Volunteer Fire 

Department.� (See Fire p. 7)

Daybreak in the mountains
Morning light spreads across the mountains, blending cool blues and purples with warm 
reds and golds at sunrise in this photo submitted by Tammy Franklin and titled “Mountain 
Morning Winter Sunrise.”

Former delegate Charles 
Poindexter remembered 

as devoted public servant
By Taylor Boyd
Former House of Delegates rep-

resentative Charles Douglas “Char-
lie” Poindexter died at his home on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4. He was 83.

Poindexter served in the House 
from 2008-2022, representing the 
9th district, which included Pat-
rick, Henry, and Franklin counties.

He also represented the Union 
Hall District on the Franklin Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors for eight 
years.

The House of Delegates ad-
journed in Poindexter’s honor on 
February 5. 

Will Pace, Poindexter’s legislative 
assistant for eight years, said his 
tenure working for Poindexter will 
always be among the highlights of 
his life.

“In 2014, I left a dream job in 
Washington, D.C. to take a chance 

Former Del. Charles Poindexter passed away 
at age 83 on Feb. 4. He served as the 9th 
District House of Delegates representative 
for 14 years, from 2008-2022.

Winter storms strain 
local businesses 

By Taylor Boyd
Due to the recent winter weather 

and icy road conditions, many busi-
nesses throughout the county have 
been closed, some for days.

Icy precipitation kicked off the 
weather in late January, with mul-
tiple snowfalls and frigid tempera-
tures following soon after.

Poor Farmers’ Market and Con-
cord Corner Store owner Felecia 
Shelor said both businesses essen-
tially came to a grinding halt when 
the weather turned cold. However, 
Shelor felt like she had to keep Poor 
Farmer’s Market open to serve the 
community.

“We’re the only business in the 
community that sells diesel, and we 
have food in the deli, and we try to 
be there for the road crews, the lo-
cal contractors, farmers, and people 

who have to be out,” she said.
Despite being one of the only busi-

nesses open in Meadows of Dan, 
Shelor said business was slow, with 
only about 40-50 customers each 
day.

“Many of those are the same peo-
ple coming in more than once a day, 
like the VDOT crews,” she said of 
Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation crews working to clear the 
roads.

After a week of being closed, Con-
cord reopened on Friday. 

“That’s a problem because we 
have employees who need to make 
money. We keep that store open 
primarily because we need to keep 
our staff employed in the winter, so 
we have to open it back up when the 
roads are good enough,” she said.

Poor Farmers’ Market has remained open throughout the winter weather. (Photo by Felecia 
Shelor)

� (See Winter Storms p. 6)

County leaders advocate 
for local issues at Capitol

Officials from Patrick County 
joined local leaders from across Vir-
ginia in Richmond last week for the 
Virginia Association of Counties 

Conference at the General Assembly, 
meeting with legislators to discuss 
county priorities and advocate for is-
sues affecting local governments.

Andrew Overby, chairman of the Patrick County Board of Supervisors, right, and Clayton 
Kendrick, vice chairman, with his wife, Edith Kendrick, attended Virginia Association of 
Counties Day at the General Assembly in Richmond, where local officials met with state 
lawmakers, including Sen. Bill Stanley, left, to discuss county priorities. Contributed photos

Andrew Overby, chairman of the Patrick County Board of Supervisors, and Clayton 
Kendrick, vice chairman, with his wife, Edith Kendrick, meet with Del. Wren Williams, right, 
last week at the General Assembly in Richmond. Local leaders discussed issues affecting 
Patrick County.

� (See Poindexter p. 8)
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Chamber Chat for January

By Rebecca Adcock
After what felt like seven hun-

dred days of January, we have final-
ly made it to February – bringing 
along much of the same cold, ice, 
and snow. Still, as I look out on this 
snowy first day of the month, the 
sunshine reflecting off the snow is a 
good reminder that even winter has 

its bright moments. 
If weather or winter 
disruptions knocked 
your January plans 
off track, take this as 
your sign: February is 
a fresh start.

January is always 
a busy time for the 
Chamber as we kick 
off our annual mem-
bership drive, begin 
Spring magazine ad 
sales, and map out 
events and program-
ming for the year 
ahead.

Looking back, 2025 
was a strong year for 

the Chamber, made possible by our 
members, partners, and commu-
nity. From business support and 
leadership programming to tourism 
promotion and community events 
like Stuart Spooktacular and 
Hometown Christmas, the work we 
do together truly reflects our motto: 
Community Is Our Business.

As we move into 2026, the Cham-
ber will continue focusing on sup-
porting local businesses, hosting 
educational opportunities, promot-
ing Patrick County, and serving 
as a resource for our community. 
This month, we are continuing our 
partnership with Patrick & Henry 
Community College to offer entre-
preneurial classes locally, and on 
February 24, 2026, we will host two 
programs: an ADA Digital Compli-
ance workshop at 12:00 noon, and 
a Community Committee Interest 
program at 5:30 p.m., in partner-

ship with the Patrick County gov-
ernment. 

Thank you to our members for 
your continued support – your 
business, our community make us 
stronger together!

Welcome to new chamber mem-
bers: Daniel’s Auto Glass & Tint, 
Disaster Relief Food Ministry, 
Hodges Workwise, Thomas Heat-
ing & Air LLC, and Healing Waters 
Day Spa. 

Adcock is the executive director 
of the Patrick County Chamber of 
Commerce

Will you be my Valentine? This 
Aussie mixed male is 8 months 
old, and this 4-month-old female, 
a sweet pit mix, are searching. 
Please visit the shelter and meet 
them all. Your forever valentine 
is closer than you think!

Please save a life! Adopt! These 
are wonderful pets! All dogs and 
cats deserve a permanent, loving 
home.  Call the Patrick County 
Public Animal Shelter at (276) 
694-6259, visit the shelter or 

their Facebook page, to find in-
formation about these and other 
available pets in need of a forever 
home. Adoption fees are $10 and 
include spay/neuter and vaccina-
tions.

The Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League provides pet food and 
spay/neuter assistance. Contact 
blueridgeawl@gmail.com for de-
tails. Visit the Blue Ridge Animal 
Welfare League website at www.
blueridgeawl.org. 

Pets of the Week

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

Norris 1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,

276-638-2778

SIMPLE, LOW-COST FUNERALS, MONUMENTS,
AND CREMATIONS FOR ONLY $1,195

Visit our website for pricing:
www.norrismemorialservices.com

Memorial Services

January at the Patrick County Library 
“Rest is not laziness. It is a crucial part of the 

cycle of life, a period of renewal that prepares 
us for what’s ahead.” —Louise Vallace

January was a month of reflection and reset-
ting. Sam has returned from maternity leave 
and we are so glad to have our team back to-
gether. Joni started a new chair yoga program, 
which has been a hit.  Another change we made 
this month is the Lego Club has been switched 
to the first and third Monday of the month.  
Emme’s Book Bingo went well, and one partic-
ipant left with three or four books. 

The Book Bedazzling Club was well attend-
ed. We had three teenagers present, which was 
amazing. They helped me come up with ideas 
on activities teenagers in 2026 are interested 
in. Stay tuned for future teen programming 
here at the Patrick County Library. I love this 
bedazzling group. Every time we meet, we have 
new members. It’s so nice to meet new people 
and through asking questions and creating re-
lationships, learn what people are interested 
in and create opportunity for our community 
here at the library.

Our Dolly Day Celebration had an amazing 
turnout. Thirty-one people came and helped us 
celebrate Dolly Parton’s 80th birthday. Cow-
boy hats were made, cookies and cupcakes 
were eaten and Mrs. Sam read some of Dolly’s 
books that are in our library. If that wasn’t 
enough, Emme led line dancing in the meeting 
room, proving that there was fun for one and 
all. Thank you to all who participated and we 
look forward to next year’s celebration. 

Decade’s trivia night was scheduled for Jan-
uary 15, and unfortunately it was so cold out-
side that no one attended. But I am determined 
because Abby works so diligently on her trivia 
questions, making sure they are age appropri-
ate and proven correct and I know this event 
is enjoyed. We rescheduled trivia night for the 
following Thursday, and we had two teams 
come out. We had so much fun. It was interest-
ing to see that the questions from 1990-2020 
were just as tricky as the questions from the 
1920-1960s. Contestants dressed up in 1940s 
through 90s attire, with some dressed in 2020 
fashion. I really enjoy seeing people attend 
Trivia Night and display their creativity in 
their outfits. The goal in my mind when play-
ers leave the library on trivia night is having 
learned a factoid and having laughed out loud 
at least once. I am proud to say this goal has 
been met each trivia night. 

During our Senior Social meeting in January, 
we used this day as an opportunity to plan our 

meetings for the entire year. I am so excited 
about all the events we came up with. We have 
educational programs, creative programs, and 
some food programs in the works. If you are 
interested in more information on the Senior 
Social Programming, please look for the Year 
at a Glance setup I have posted in the library. 

Due to inclement weather, Norma Bozen-
mayer and I decided we should reschedule the 
Bears in VA program that we had scheduled 
for January 24, to February 14th at 11am. I en-
courage everyone to come out and learn about 
black bears. There is no registration or age 
limit. 

The last week of January was spent essen-
tially at home, stuck in place, due to winter 
weather and temperatures that stayed below 
freezing. The Patrick County Library was open 
on Friday, January 30th from 12-2pm. We had 

to reschedule or cancel a couple of events. They 
were the Basic Technology Class part 2: Smart 
Phones and National Shelfie Day. The Basic 
Tech Pt. 2 Smart Phone class has been resched-
uled for Thursday, February 26th at 1pm. 

**If you are a bookmobile patron, our staff 
safety and the safety of our patrons are our top 
priority. There may be times when the library 
is open but the bookmobile remains parked at 
the library due to parking safety issues. Should 
you have a question or concern, please contact 
the library. 

With January ending in such a wintery fash-
ion, I can honestly say that I hope February 
loves us and brings some clear, warmer days. I 
hope you all come by the library to see us and 
stock up on some good reading materials.  

Until next month, Happy Reading!
Somer Ojodeagua, Branch Manager
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Virginia is a top state for 
wildlife-vehicle collisions, and 

this bill could help reduce them
By Elle Cota
Capital News Service
Virginia, which ranks among 

the top 10 states for wildlife-ve-
hicle collisions, could soon have a 
voluntary grant fund for wildlife 
corridors that better protect driv-
ers and animals.

Del. Shelly Simonds, D-Newport 
News, introduced House Bill 597 
this legislative session, to create 
a nonreverting grant fund in the 
state treasury, supported by vol-
untary contributions, to be used 
for wildlife corridor and wildlife 
crossing projects. 

Because the fund is nonrevert-
ing, any deposited money would 
remain available across fiscal 
years, including the use of vol-
untary contributions and grants 
rather than general tax increases. 

If passed, the director of the De-
partment of Wildlife Resources 
will administer the fund in collab-
oration with the state’s Transpor-
tation, Conservation and Recre-
ation, and Forestry departments. 
Eligible applicants would include 
state agencies, local governments, 
metropolitan planning and non-
profit organizations, regional 

transportation authorities, Indi-
an tribes and academic institu-
tions. 

“There’s already this wildlife 
corridor action plan,” Simonds 
said. “Now, the question is hav-
ing some funding that’s stable to 
try to implement some of these 
goals.”

The fund could also receive vol-
untary contributions through the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
and individual state income tax 
checkoffs, as well as donations 
and grants and any future appro-
priated funds.

The DMV would provide an 
electronic donation option and 
clearly state contributions are 
optional. The income tax check-
off would follow existing rules for 
entities entitled to voluntary con-
tributions, including a $10,000 
minimum contribution over three 
years. 

“It’s a really appropriate op-
portunity for people to be able 
to donate to a fund when they’re 
renewing their driver’s license or 
doing operations at the DMV,” Si-
monds said. 

Simonds added the proposal 

supports collaboration between 
agencies and data-sharing to help 
local-level planning, while also 
training staff on the cost and safe-
ty benefits of wildlife crossings. 

“Sometimes moving the needle 
on issues like this takes time, but 
we are here,” Simonds said. “We 

are all committed to doing this.”
Improved data collection helps 

determine where wildlife cross-
ings are most effective, as many 
collisions go unreported, said 
Connor Ransom, conservation as-
sociate for Environment Virginia, 

Area agencies say governor’s order won’t impact operations
By Taylor Boyd
Gov. Abigail Spanberger’s recent 

executive order outlining statewide 
law enforcement standards will not 
change operations for local agen-
cies, officials said.

The order directs state law en-
forcement agencies to align policies 
and training with principles fo-
cused on public trust and commu-
nity safety and ends certain federal 
immigration enforcement agree-
ments.

However, authorities in Henry 
and Patrick counties, and the City 
of Martinsville, said they are not 
affected by the directive. 

Patrick County Sheriff Dan 
Smith said Spanberger’s executive 
orders do not pertain to anyone but 
state law enforcement.

“She’s their boss. Nothing was 
changed with us,” he said. 

Smith noted individual localities 
will also decide if they will cooper-
ate with the United States Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement.

“Anytime we have somebody in 
our jail that is an illegal alien that 
has detainers on them, we’ve al-
ways cooperated in the past, and 
we will continue to do so,” he said.

Henry County Sheriff Wayne Da-
vis said that while “there has been 
some confusion within the commu-
nity about what Governor Span-
berger’s Executive Order means for 
Henry County, I want to be very 
clear: this order applies only to 
state law enforcement agencies — 
primarily the Virginia State Police 
and the Department of Corrections. 
It does not apply to sheriffs or sher-
iff’s offices in the Commonwealth.”

Davis added that his office “will 
continue to cooperate fully with all 
federal law enforcement agencies, 

including U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. Our mis-
sion, our authority, and our part-
nerships remain unchanged.”

By rescinding the order, Martins-
ville Police Chief Chad Rhoads said 
Spanberger reset the state’s direc-
tive to where it was late last year.

“Political back and forth is what 
it is. It doesn’t really affect the way 
we do things. It doesn’t affect the 
way we do business,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith, R-Sa-
lem, said, “law enforcement officials 
are important public safety ser-
vants in Virginia’s Ninth District. 
A core function of their mission is 
to protect Virginia communities, 
and I believe cooperation between 
local, state, and federal officials 
helps accomplish that goal.

“I believe Governor Spanberger’s 
action to terminate 287(g) agree-
ments directly undermines this goal 
and potentially pits local commu-
nities, state law enforcement, and 
federal law enforcement against 
each other. This creates danger for 
all involved,” Griffith said.

“This executive directive can be 
seen as encouraging behaviors and 
actions that obstruct federal law 
enforcement,” he said. “Because 
the public safety needs of our com-
munities are in Virginia’s best in-
terest, I urge Governor Spanberger 
to rescind this harmful executive 
directive.”

Spanberger, a former federal law 
enforcement officer, said the order 
issued last week is based on core 
values that emphasize preserving 
human life, protecting vulnerable 
people, and upholding the U.S. and 
Virginia constitutions.

The order outlines six guiding 
principles:

• Law enforcement exists to pre-
serve life, protect vulnerable peo-
ple and uphold the Constitution.
• Public trust is essential to effec-
tive policing and should be built 
through professionalism, trans-
parency, accountability and con-
sistent community engagement.
• Virginia law enforcement does 
not engage in fear-based policing 
or actions that discourage people 
from seeking help.
• Police efforts should focus on 
enforcing criminal law and pro-
tecting public safety, not on ad-
ministrative enforcement of civil 

status.
• Strong training, recruitment 
and retention help ensure officers 
have clear standards and sound 
preparation.
• Partnerships among law en-
forcement agencies, residents, 
educators, faith and civic lead-
ers, businesses and local govern-
ments are critical to safe commu-
nities and a strong economy.
The executive order directs state 

law enforcement agencies to review 
all policies, training and practic-
es to ensure they align with those 
standards.

Arrests Reported

Outdoor burning 
restrictions begin Feb. 15

Virginia’s 4 p.m. burning law 
takes effect Feb. 15 and runs 
through April 30.

The law prohibits open-air burn-
ing before 4 p.m. if the fire is with-
in 300 feet of woods or dry grass 
that could carry flames into for-
ested areas. Burning is allowed 
between 4 p.m. and midnight, pro-
vided the person starting the fire 
takes proper precautions and re-
mains in attendance at all times.

Some localities may have ad-

ditional outdoor burning restric-
tions. Residents are encouraged to 
check with their local government 
before starting any outdoor fire.

Officials remind residents that 
anyone who starts a fire is respon-
sible for suppression costs if it 
escapes, even if permits were ob-
tained and precautions were tak-
en.

Violations of the law are a Class 
3 misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of up to $500.

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported the following:

*Johnny Ray Gwyn, 57, of Pat-
rick County Jail, was charged Jan. 
30 with two counts probation vio-
lation. Deputy D. Celozzi was the 
arresting officer.

*Barry Zwerling, 47, of Stuart, 
was charged Jan. 31 with fail to 
appear. Master Deputy E. Sain 
was the arresting officer.

*Keondre Holmes, 33, of Critz, 
was charged Feb. 1 with eight 
counts of probation violation. 
Trooper D. Bryant was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Sarah Rose Branch, 42, of Pat-
rick Springs, was charged Feb. 2 
with probation violation. Deputy 
C.L. Adkins was the arresting of-
ficer.

*Mack Lindwood Robertson, 57, 
of Ararat, was charged Feb. 2 with 

five counts probation violation. 
Sgt. J.C. Fortner was the arresting 
officer.

*Kevin Wade Anthony, 49, of 
Patrick Springs, was charged Feb. 
3 with five counts probation viola-
tion. Master Deputy R. Williams 
was the arresting officer and Sgt. 
T. Dalton made the arrest for Hen-
ry County.

*Curtis Wayne Belcher, 40, of 
Woolwine, was charged Feb. 4 with 
assault. Lt. D.L. Foley was the ar-
resting officer.

*Nathan Eugene Bedsaul, 40, of 
Mt. Airy, N.C., was charged Feb. 4 
with fail to appear. Deputy C. Gil-
bert was the arresting officer.

*Michael Cody Solomon, 29, of 
Martinsville, was charged Feb. 4 
with two counts probation viola-
tion. Sgt. J.D. Lewis made the ar-
rest for Franklin County. 

Smyth County doctor faces 
child exploitation charges

A 68-year-old doctor, who worked 
at Smyth County Community Hos-
pital and allegedly had a sexual re-
lationship with an underage female 
coworker that included exchanging 
explicit imagines with the victim, 
was arrested last week by the FBI.

Michael Kevin Patrick, of Sugar 
Grove, Va., was charged via fed-
eral criminal complaint with re-
ceipt of child sexual abuse material 
(CSAM). 

A criminal complaint is merely an 
accusation. The defendant is pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty.

According to court documents, 
Juvenile Victim 1 (JV1) began 
working at Smyth County Commu-
nity Hospital in December 2023, 
when she was 16 years old. Shortly 
after starting her job, JV1 met Pat-
rick in an elevator. JV1 told Patrick 
she was 17 years old, in high school, 
and interested in the medical field. 
The two began talking regularly at 
work.

In late 2024, JV1 and Patrick 

started eating lunch together and 
communicating regularly via text 
messages and phone calls. Even-
tually, Patrick and JV1 engaged in 
sexual conversations with one an-
other and exchanged nude pictures 
of themselves via text message.

In addition, Patrick started hav-
ing a physical relationship with 
JV1 at his home and at work. 
During that span of time, JV1 was 
16 years old. Patrick told JV1 that 
he was “looking forward to” her 
birthday, that the relationship had 
to be “secret,” and that he “needed” 
her. After JV1 turned 17, and after 
Patrick believed JV1 had turned 
18, Patrick had sexual intercourse 
with JV1. 

Patrick and JV1 exchanged more 
than 19,000 text messages with one 
another. After Patrick’s activities 
were discovered, he deleted his text 
messages with JV1. 

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Marion Police Department.

Spanberger’s “Affordable 
Virginia Agenda” advances 

in the General Assembly
Eight of the bills rolled out by 

Gov. Abigail Spanberger and Vir-
ginia legislators in December as 
part of their “Affordable Virgin-
ia Agenda” have already passed 
through the House of Delegates 
or Senate — including legislation 
to protect the long-term supply of 
affordable housing, improve grid 
efficiency to lower prices for rate-
payers, and expand programs that 
help Virginians improve the energy 
efficiency of their homes.

“Virginia families deserve lead-
ers who are fully focused on deliv-
ering relief and making the Com-
monwealth more affordable. That’s 
why I got to work before day one 
— together with House and Senate 
Democratic leadership — to roll out 
our Affordable Virginia Agenda. My 
administration is focused on work-
ing with our partners in the Gen-
eral Assembly to lower healthcare, 
housing, and energy costs for Vir-
ginians in every community across 
our Commonwealth,” said Span-
berger. “I look forward to signing 
these bills — and every piece of leg-
islation in our agenda — into law 
to bring down costs for Virginians.” 

In the opening days of her admin-
istration, Governor Spanberger is 
using the full power of her office to 
make life less expensive for Virgin-
ians. On her first day in office, the 
Governor signed executive orders 
to start building a stronger, more 

affordable future — including by 
directing her cabinet secretaries 
and all executive branch agencies 
to quickly identify ways to reduce 
costs for families. Governor Span-
berger also made clear in her first 
joint address to the General Assem-
bly that she will work with any-
one — from either party — to drive 
down costs.

A list of the “Affordable Virginia 
Agenda” legislation passed by the 
Virginia House of Delegates or Sen-
ate includes:
•	HB2 (Del. Carr) — Reducing 

heating and energy costs for Vir-
ginians who need it most 

•	HB3 (Del. LeVere Bolling) — Es-
tablishing a Virginia Weatheriza-
tion Task Force to improve energy 
efficiency 

•	HB4 (Del. Bennett-Parker) — 
Empowering localities to preserve 
and protect the long-term avail-
ability of affordable housing 

•	HB15 (Del. Price), SB48 (Sen. 
Rouse) — Improving protections 
for Virginia renters (passed by 
House and Senate) 

•	HB220 (Del. Hope), SB630 (Sen. 
Carroll Foy) — Eliminating addi-
tional fees on healthcare premi-
ums (passed by House and Sen-
ate) 

•	HB 434 (Del. LeVere Bolling) — 
Optimizing grid utilization to get 
more out of the current distribu-
tion system.

� (See Virginia p. 6)
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Health Care Progress

At the beginning of February, Congress 
passed an appropriations package to fund vari-
ous federal agencies and projects.

I helped secure federal funding for Ninth 
District communities through some of the 12 
appropriations bills. Some of this funding will 
support local communications equipment up-
grades, nuclear energy research and transpor-
tation infrastructure.

The February government funding measure, 
which I supported, not only included some of 
the needed appropriations bills but also fea-
tured important health care policies.

One such policy concerns Pharmacy Benefit 
Manager (PBM) reform.

I have written about the problems of PBMs 
in the past and previously co-sponsored legis-
lation.

PBMs, which are responsible for negotiating 
drug prices, serve as an intermediary between 
insurers, drugmakers, and patients.

In many cases, PBMs account for the drug 
price increases that patients and pharmacies 
face. These increases are fueled in part by PBM 
rebates, hidden fees and other actions.

The government funding measure contained 
provisions that challenge the practices of these 
middlemen, which sometimes cause consumers 
to pay more out of pocket costs. This is in spite 
of the fact that PBMs were originally formed to 
lower consumer costs.

Congress has acted to compel PBMs, group 
health plans and issuers to provide more pre-
scription drug spending data.

We also give the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services (CMS) authority to impose mon-
etary penalties on PBMs that violate certain 
contract terms related to Medicare Part D and 
to track payment trends to pharmacies.

I believe these transparency reforms will help 
efforts to bring accountability to our drug pric-
ing system, weed out unfair, predatory practic-
es and reduce drug prices across the country.

The same week that Congress passed the 
most recent government funding package, one 
major PBM, Express Scripts, agreed to a set-
tlement with the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC).

As part of the agreement, Express Scripts 
will take several actions to increase transpar-
ency for plan sponsors and rein in its practices 
that led to artificially inflated list prices.

The PBM reforms Congress passed hopefully 
builds off this momentum.

Another target of our government funding 
measure? Cancer.

Congress expanded Medicare coverage of 
multi-cancer early detection screening tests. 
On screening, the tests do have significant false 
positives so don’t panic if it says you have can-
cer, but for the first time we have tests that can 
pick up cancers like pancreatic cancer before 
there are no viable treatments.

The package also funded research efforts into 
pediatric cancer.

I was proud to help advance these bills from 
the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Health.

Other provisions in the government funding 
bill extend the authorities of a number of key 
health care programs and services.

Rural health stands to benefit!
One of the program extensions protects the 

Medicare-dependent Hospital program.
This program provides boosted reimburse-

ments to small, rural hospitals that serve a 
high proportion of Medicare patients. As a re-
sult, these hospitals can better support their 
communities in these rural areas.

As our rural communities age and our reli-
ance on Medicare persists, some hospitals in 
our part of the state will qualify for this pro-
gram and the federal dollars that come with it!

These are not the only in-person medical op-
erations in Virginia’s Ninth District supported 
by the government funding extensions.

A second health extender supports the work 
of Community Health Centers (CHCs).

Because of the lack of a sufficient presence of 
health care providers in rural Virginia, CHCs 
help fill some of this void. There are 61 in Vir-
ginia’s Ninth District alone!

CHCs will continue to play a major role in 
serving the medical needs of Virginia’s Ninth 
District.

While support for rural community access to 
in-person providers is essential, some still face 
barriers.

That is why in the government funding mea-
sure, Congress also extends program authority 
for telehealth flexibility.

Rural communities, which lack sufficient and 
immediate access to in-person providers, can 
receive more prompt attention and care via 
telehealth services.

As a staunch advocate of rural health care 
solutions, this extension will allow many com-
munities in rural America to more easily access 
health care services.

It is great that this Congress has extended 
these program authorities. The above policy 
reforms and extensions continue the critical 
work of our health care professionals to deliver 
necessary care, resources and support to rural 
America.

I will continue using my position as Energy 
and Commerce Health Subcommittee Chair-
man to protect these programs for rural Amer-
ica.

These programs are a piece of the puzzle to 
meaningful rural health care solutions. They 
represent my interest to make health care more 
affordable, more accessible and more account-
able for you.
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Sorry, Not Sorry — Part 1
So you’re in this relationship and every time 

something goes wrong, whether or not you had 
anything to do with it, you end up saying Sorry! 
and taking the blame.

Maybe it’s your boss. Maybe it’s your col-
league. Or your roommate. Or a parent. Or your 
spouse…

This can happen naturally between people, 
even if they’re emotionally healthy because 
sometimes, we’re all blind to our own mistakes. 
But if it is an ongoing pattern, you might be 
dealing with a narcissist. And narcissists tend 
to become abusers over time.

One of the most common conversations I have 
with people in abusive situations (both in lead-

ership and in marriages) revolves around ques-
tions such as:

How much should I shelter them from their 
own consequences? Should I say sorry even 
when things clearly aren’t my fault? How of-
ten should I keep covering for them so nobody 
finds out what they’re really like? Should I keep 
adjusting my own behavior to not trigger the 
abuse, instead of holding them accountable for 
their own choices and actions?

Stop Taking Their Responsibility
It can be terrifying to stop taking responsibili-

ty for another person’s actions.
Often, it feels easier to shoulder the other per-

� (See Not Sorry p.5)

Social Security as a Child
By Russell Gloor
Obviously, minor children normally aren’t 

working and contributing to the Social Secu-
rity program toward their future retirement, 
but that doesn’t mean Social Security isn’t 
there to protect them. 

In real life, there are two main situations 
where minor children can collect Social Secu-
rity benefits based upon a parent’s earnings 
record – 1) if the parent is living and collecting 
their personal Social Security retirement (or 
disability) benefit, or 2) if a parent is deceased 
and was eligible for Social Security benefits.

This is a real life stories about minor chil-
dren who are the surviving dependents of a 
parent entitled to (but not necessarily collect-
ing) Social Security retirement or disability 
benefits.

Minor Child Benefits from a Deceased 
Parent: “Three young sisters”

Cheryl and Bernie had three little girls – Jen-
nifer (8); Rebecca (6); and Danielle (4). Bernie 
was a corrections officer, and Cheryl was an 
Administrative Assistant for a prestigious lo-
cal law firm. But one day while battling a bad 
cold, Cheryl developed a severe, debilitating 
headache and went to the local hospital Emer-
gency Room for treatment. Turned out Cheryl 

had bacterial meningitis, an infection which 
caused her brain to swell, putting her into a 
deep coma from which she never recovered. 
Cheryl succumbed several days later at only 
35 years of age, leaving behind a devastated 
family, including her three young daughters.  

The trauma was obviously severe for Cher-
yl’s entire family, but through the dark cloud 
of the family’s loss, Social Security was there. 
Although Cheryl had been in the workforce 
only about a dozen years, she had been con-
tributing to Social Security from her earnings 
during those years, thus entitling her surviv-
ing minor children to Social Security benefits 
from Cheryl’s earnings record.  

As Cheryl’s surviving spouse, Bernie con-
tacted the Social Security Administration and 
applied for surviving minor child benefits for 
each of his girls, which were readily approved 
after Bernie provided Cheryl’s death certifi-
cate and his daughters’ Social Security Num-
bers to the Agency. And though it could never 
make up for the loss of their mother, each of 
Cheryl’s daughters shared a portion of the So-
cial Security benefit Cheryl had earned up to 
the day she died.

How much did each of Cheryl’s children get? 
Well, the maximum benefit available to a sur-
viving minor child is 75% of the deceased par-
ent’s full entitlement, but whenever there are 
multiple dependents the Family Maximum 
applies.[1] Each of Cheryl’s children received 
an equal portion of Cheryl’s personal Family 
Maximum. And, although each received less 
than 75% of Cheryl’s earned entitlement, each 
child collected their share until they were 18 
years of age (thus no longer minors).[2] 

Who Received the children’s Social Se-
curity?

Bernie was appointed Representative Payee 
for each of his girls and was obligated to use 
funds received only for the girls’ behalf, which 
Bernie chose to do by creating a college (“529 
plan”) savings fund for each girl into which 
each child’s Social Security benefits were de-

posited.
Jennifer’s minor child benefits stopped when 

she became 18 and, at that time, Cheryl’s 
Family Maximum was shared only by Rebecca 
and Danielle (making each of their payments 
higher). And when Rebecca became 18, Dan-
ielle received her full 75% of Cheryl’s earned 
entitlement. Monies accumulated over the 
years were saved and used to help fund each 
girl’s college tuition.

As an aside, Bernie – still in his late 30s 
– was technically entitled to Social Securi-
ty “child in care surviving spouse benefits” 
but could not collect that benefit because he 
continued to work full-time. Further, Ber-
nie claiming child-in-care surviving spousal 
benefits would have only detracted from the 
amount his daughters could collect because 
the total amount of benefits paid by Social Se-
curity were limited by the Family Maximum.

The rest of the story
Although SS benefits were paid to Bernie as 

Representative Payee, that additional money 
did not impact Bernie’s income tax obligation. 
The Social Security money was used for the 
children’s benefit (even saving it counts), so it 
is not taxable by the IRS.

[1] The “Family Maximum restricts how 
much can be paid on one parent’s SS record.

[2] Minor children can collect benefits until 
they are 18 years of age, or up to 19 if they are 
still in High School.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
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Dr. Powell Benton Reynolds
By Beverly Belcher Woody
The mountains of Patrick County have long 

sent forth sons and daughters whose lives have 
reached far beyond their birthplace. One such in-
dividual was Dr. Powell Benton Reynolds, a na-
tive son whose career in education, ministry, and 
public service touched thousands and brought 
distinction to both West Virginia and his Virginia 
home.

Powell Benton Reynolds was born in Patrick 
County, Virginia, on January 9, 1841, the son of 
James B. Reynolds and Roxana Shelor Reynolds. 
Like many young men of his generation, his early 
adulthood was shaped by the Civil War. In 1861, 
he enlisted in the Confederate army, first serving 
in Company D, Fifth Kentucky Infantry, and later 
in Company K, Fiftieth Virginia Infantry. He was 
captured in the autumn of 1864 and imprisoned 
at Point Lookout, Maryland, one of the war’s larg-
est prison camps. He was paroled on April 9, 1865; 
the very day General Robert E. Lee surrendered 
at Appomattox.

After the war, Reynolds turned his attention 
to education and self-improvement. He attended 
Richmond College (now the University of Rich-
mond) from 1865 to 1870, preparing for a lifetime 
devoted to learning and teaching.

His early career included leadership positions in 
higher education. From 1872 to 1884, he served as 
president of Shelton College in St. Albans, West 
Virginia. He then became president of Buckner 
College in Arkansas from 1884 to 1885.

In 1885, Dr. Reynolds began the work for which 
he would be most widely remembered when he 
joined the faculty of West Virginia University. 
Over the next three decades, he became one of 
the institution’s most respected and beloved ed-
ucators. He served in a variety of roles, including 
professor of English literature, metaphysics, phi-
losophy, political science, and later as university 
chaplain. From 1893 to 1895, he served as acting 
president of the university.

Students across the state knew him affection-
ately as “Petie,” and he was remembered for his 
gentle, patient, and companionable nature. For-
mer students, scattered throughout the United 
States, spoke of his lasting influence on their lives.

His contributions were recognized through hon-
orary degrees, including a Master of Arts from 
West Virginia University in 1887 and a Doctor of 
Divinity from Richmond College in 1890. In addi-
tion to his academic duties, he was an ordained 
Baptist minister and for many years carried on 
active ministerial work alongside his teaching.

Dr. Reynolds also participated in public life. 
Independent in his political thinking, he gener-
ally supported Democratic principles but was not 
strictly bound to party candidates. In 1882, he 
was the candidate of the Prohibition Party for his 
district. Later, he served as secretary of the Work-
men’s Compensation Commission for 1911–1912.

Though much of his life was spent in academic 
surroundings, he remained closely connected to 
his community and church. He counted hundreds 

among his friends and neighbors and was active 
for many years in the Baptist church. His passing 
was mourned not only locally, but throughout the 
state and nation.

Dr. Reynolds died at his home in Morgantown 
on December 29, 1914, at the age of 73. He had 
been in declining health since being overcome by 
heat the previous summer, and his final illness 
was attributed to uremic poisoning. During his 
last days, his children gathered at his bedside, 
and he passed peacefully.

Dr. Reynolds married twice. His first wife was 
Virginia Henrietta Woolwine of Patrick County, 
whom he married on January 30, 1868. Virginia 
was born on March 7, 1844, to Thomas Woolwine, 
postmaster of Rock Castle, and Sarah “Sally” Ad-
ams. Her paternal grandparents were John Wool-
wine and Margaret Haymaker of Montgomery 
County, Virginia, while her maternal grandpar-
ents were Isaac C. Adams and Exoney Ingram of 
the northern district of Patrick County. Virginia’s 
brother was Captain Rufus Woolwine of the 51st 
Virginia Infantry, who later served as Sheriff of 
Patrick County.

Powell and Virginia had three children: Way-
land Fuller Reynolds (1869–1939), Maybelle Full-
er Reynolds Glasscock (1870–1942), and Horace 
Bushnell Reynolds (1872–1876). Virginia died 
on January 12, 1873, shortly after the birth of 
Horace.

Dr. Reynolds’s second wife, Marietta Love 
Reynolds of Putnam County, West Virginia, also 

survived him. Seven children were born to this 
marriage, with two living at the time of his death: 
Mrs. L. D. (Ethel) Arnett of Morgantown and 
Boyce W. Reynolds of Chicago.

Dr. Reynolds was also survived by one brother 
and three sisters who remained in Patrick Coun-
ty, a reminder that despite his wide influence, his 
roots in the Blue Ridge were never far removed.

For nearly thirty years at West Virginia Univer-
sity, and for many years before in other institu-
tions, Dr. Powell Benton Reynolds shaped young 
minds and left a lasting impression on thousands 
of lives. His story stands as another example of 
how the values of faith, education, perseverance, 
and service, carried from the hills of Patrick 
County, could influence communities far beyond 
its borders.

Today, his life remains a point of pride for Pat-
rick County — a testament to the enduring legacy 
of its people and the quiet strength of a mountain 
upbringing.

Information on Dr. Powell Benton Reynolds was 
found in Patrick County birth, marriage, death, 
and census records, as well as in The Daily Tele-
gram (Clarksburg, West Virginia), Wednesday, 
December 30, 1914, page 5; The Enterprise, Janu-
ary 4, 1915; The Baltimore Sun, January 3, 1915; 
and The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky), 
December 30, 1914, page 4.

For questions, comments, or story ideas, contact 
Woody at rockcastlecreek1@gmail.com  or 276-
692-9626.

Social Security Matters
By Russell Gloor, National So-

cial Security Advisor at the AMAC 
Foundation, the non-profit arm of 
the Association of Mature American 
Citizens

Why is my Social Security Re-
tirement Benefit So Small? – Ask 
Rusty

Dear Rusty: Can you help me 
understand? I have paid into Social 
Security since I started working in 
1978. I did have a lot of tax deduc-
tions, but I don’t understand why I 
only receive $350 a month from So-
cial Security. Signed: Befuddled Se-
nior

Dear Befuddled Senior: Your 
Social Security benefit is based upon 
your average monthly earnings for 
the 35 years over your lifetime that 
you earned the most while contrib-
uting to the Social Security program 
(however, your benefit isn’t based 
on your contributions to SS). Your 
average lifetime earnings amount is 
called your “AIME” or “Average In-
dexed Monthly Earnings,” which are 
adjusted for inflation for years before 
you turn 60. Your earnings (your net 
earnings if self-employed) are provid-
ed to the SSA by the IRS. Your aver-
age lifetime earnings number (your 
“AIME”) is subjected to a formula 
which calculates your “Primary In-
surance Amount” or “PIA,” which is 
the SS benefit you receive if you start 
benefits in the month you reach your 
full retirement age. Your personal 
full retirement age (FRA) depends 
on the year you were born which, 
if you were born in 1960 or later, is 
age 67. However, if you claim Social 
Security before reaching your FRA, 
you will get only a percentage of your 
PIA (reduced from what you would 
get if you claimed at your FRA). 

For example, if you claimed at age 
62, you would only get 70% of the 

amount you would have gotten had 
you waited until age 67, or if you 
claimed at age 63 you would get 75% 
of your age 67 benefit. The reduction 
is less as you get closer to your FRA; 
if you claimed at age 65, you’d get 
about 87% of your full retirement 
age amount.

You can see your lifetime Social 
Security earnings record at your 
personal “my Social Security” on-
line account at www.ssa.gov/myac-
count (you will need to first create 
that online account), or you can call 
Social Security at 1.800.772.1213 to 
request an “Earnings Statement” 
be sent to you. That statement will 
show your lifetime earnings by year, 
the 35 highest of which were used to 
calculate your PIA (your Social Secu-
rity benefit at your FRA). Generally, 
your Social Security FRA benefit will 
be about 40% or less of your average 
indexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS retirement 
benefit isn’t based on your contri-
butions to the program; it’s based 
on your average monthly lifetime 
earnings. If you had less than 35 
years contributing to the program, 
SS would still use 35 years in the 
benefit formula by using zero dol-
lars in earnings for some number of 
years, which would result in a small-
er AIME. Thus, if you claimed before 
your full retirement age of 67, your 
SS benefit was reduced because you 
claimed early. And if you had less 
than 35 years of SS-covered employ-
ment, your AIME was less, resulting 
in a smaller PIA. And that is likely 
why your monthly Social Security re-
tirement benefit is low.

One other thought to consider: if 
you are married and your spouse’s 
monthly SS benefit is considerably 
more than yours (e.g., more than 
twice as much as yours), you may 

want to explore your options for 
spouse benefits.

I hope this explains how your SS 
benefit is calculated, but if you still 
question your monthly SS retire-
ment amount, I suggest you first 
obtain your “Earnings Statement” to 
review the lifetime earnings SS has 
on file for you. If there are any dis-
crepancies in your Social Security’s 
earnings record, there are correction 
remedies available to you. If that is 
the case, please feel free to contact us 
again for more information.

This article is intended for infor-

mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Associa-
tion (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-dvisory) or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

1906 West Virginia University Yearbook

1870 Richmond College Directory

son’s consequences than to confront 
the behavior pattern and risk the 
blow-up that may follow. It can be 
terrifying to insist on accountabil-
ity when someone is hurting you 
and choose to only accept responsi-
bility for your own choices, rather 
than taking on the weight of theirs. 
Abusive personalities will project 
blame for their actions to everyone 
around them, in full expectation of 
others picking up the load.

We are trained, perhaps even 
brainwashed, by the abusive per-
son to accept that their perception 
of reality is always right. To believe 
that confronting them equals being 
controlling. To feel that pointing out 
areas that need change or growth 
must naturally be disrespect or 
paranoia. We don’t like conflict, we 
don’t enjoy being blamed for mo-
tives we don’t have — so we cower, 
and retreat behind a smiling mask, 
say sorry, and stay silent…

This happens in corporate offices 
when that one girl keeps stealing 
credit for everyone’s ideas but no-

body wants to be the one to “out” 
her, so she keeps on doing it to ev-
ery new employee.

It happens when sexual abuse 
victims are too scared to speak out, 
too ashamed to admit what hap-
pened, and so the charming and 
trusted predator stays free to con-
tinue abusing with impunity.

It happens in families when 
there’s that one relative who makes 
everyone walk on eggshells at every 
family get together, because nobody 
wants to brave the firestorm that 
would come from an intervention.

It happens when wives keep se-
crets about their husband’s pornog-
raphy addictions, while the entire 
family suffers from his secondary 
addictive cycles and the atmo-
sphere of deceit and disengagement 
that ultimately results.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Writ-
ten by Sarah McDugal. Used by 
permission from www.Lifeand-
Health.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring 
- Resources for Hope and Healing 
Stuart, VA)

Not Sorry
(cont. from page 4)
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Wood Brothers Racing Race Report: Bowman Gray
Josh Berry and the No. 21 Mo-

torcraft/Quick Lane team emerged 
from a marathon Cook Out Clash 
at Bowman Gray Stadium with a 
12th-place finish after winning the 
preliminary Last Chance Qualifier 
to earn a spot in the 200-lap main 
event, which was impacted by the 
same winter weather that pushed 
the race from Sunday to Wednes-
day night.

For the second straight year, 
Berry raced his way into the Clash 
starting field with a top-two finish 
in the 75-lap Last Chance Qualifier. 
In 2025, it took an aggressive drive 
to second to advance. This year, 
Berry started on the pole, briefly 
lost the lead to AJ Allmendinger, 
then powered back to the front, 
leading the final 59 laps to beat sec-
ond-place finisher Austin Cindric by 
7.4 seconds. By the time the check-
ered flag flew, Berry had lapped up 
to the ninth-place driver.

“We just struggled a little bit on 
the restarts,” Berry said between 
races. “With the cold temperatures, 

I was locking the left front and got 
it locked up a little bit under AJ and 
washed him out. But once we were 
able to settle in and get some heat 
in the tires, I felt good about our 
car.”

Berry said advancing to the main 
event was a relief.

“It’s a long night when you don’t 

make this race.”
It turned out to be a long night 

anyway.
Starting 21st in the main event, 

Berry steadily worked his way for-
ward and was running 13th at the 
halftime break. During the break, 
sleet began to fall, prompting teams 
to switch to treaded tires designed 

for wet-track conditions. The change 
initially worked in Berry’s favor as 
he climbed into the top 10 by Lap 
115, but four laps later he was in-
volved in one of the Clash-record 17 
caution periods that plagued much 
of the second half of the race.

Berry returned to the track one 
lap down in 22nd place before rejoin-
ing the lead lap at the three-quarter 
mark of the non-points exhibition. 
With laps under caution not count-
ing, the race stretched to three and 
a half hours in length.

With 35 laps remaining, Berry 
was running 19th but continued to 
move forward, advancing into the 
top 15 by Lap 175 and climbing to 
12th by Lap 185. He held that po-
sition through the remainder of the 
race.

Berry and the No. 21 team now 
turn their focus to Speedweeks at 
Daytona International Speedway, 
where qualifying for the Daytona 
500 is set for Feb. 11, followed by 
the Great American Race on Feb. 
15.

Stuart Family Restaurant owner 
Terry Dalton said his business has 
seen about a 60 percent decline 
due to the weather.

“The biggest thing is at night, 
(with) people not coming out due 
to ice freezing back up,” he said.

Even breakfast and lunch hours 
are slower “because people are 
bound at home and not going to 
work.

“So not only do we lose the lunch 
crowd, but we lose the people that 
are at work, they’re actually at 
home now,” he said.

In addition, January typical-
ly is the slowest month, Dalton 
said, and added that Friday-Sat-
urday are the restaurant’s big-
gest days. Because of the weather, 
the restaurant has been closed on 
some Fridays and Saturdays.

“When churches are closed, you 
lose your Sunday crowd too.” Even 
if churches are open, there are 
“not as many people going with 
this cold air, weather, and wind,” 
he said.

However, despite the conditions, 
Dalton noted that many of his reg-
ular customers are still coming in.

“Some of your seniors aren’t 
coming as much just because it is 
cold outside, and that does affect 
them as well,” he said.

After being closed the last week 
of January, Coffee Break owner 
Denny Alley said the restaurant 
was finally able to reopen on Feb. 
3. 

“We just weren’t able to get out 
of the house,” he said of the im-
promptu closure.

Alley said the Feb. 3 reopening 
was packed with many members of 
the Tuesday morning music crowd.

“All the guys showed up playing 
today, so we’ve had a good crowd. 
There’s not an open seat in the 
house,” he said.

While the weather kept a lot of 
people indoors, Alley said younger 
customers are more likely to ven-
ture out.

“The senior citizens tend to stay 
in. As a rule, in bad weather, the 
older people don’t tend to come 
out. They’re afraid they’ll fall and 
things like that,” Alley said.

While the snow hasn’t stopped 
Wood’s Cold Storage & Supply 
from opening, co-owner Johnnie 
Wood said business has slowed 
down a little bit.

“We have closed early and opened 
late some mornings, primarily be-
cause we have to do things on the 
farm, feeding cattle and so forth, 
before we open the store. So, it 
takes a little bit longer to feed 
with the cold and snow,” he said.

Wood estimated customer traffic 
has dropped by about half.

“People just aren’t out and mov-
ing around,” he said.

Clay & Twig, a Critz garden 
center, has been closed for over 
two weeks due to the winter con-
ditions.

Jonathan Witt, owner, said he’s 
unable to set his products out be-
cause they’ll go bad in the weath-
er.

“I’ve kind of lost a bit there. I’m 
currently trying to work on it. As 
far as climate control in the barn, 
I don’t have any way to heat it or 
cool it to keep my products” viable, 
he said.

While he intended to reopen late 
last week, Witt hopes to reopen 
later this week on Friday.

Winter Storms
(cont. from page 1)

Clay & Twig, a Critz garden center, has been closed for more than two weeks because of 
snow and ice. (Photo by Jonathan Witt)

Owner Felecia Shelor said Poor Farmers’ Market stayed open because it is the only 
business in Meadows of Dan that sells diesel. (Photo by Felecia Shelor)

the state chapter for a national organization. 
Ransom suggested expanding tracking sys-

tems statewide, like VDOT’s carcass removal 
data, to provide a clearer picture and improve 
planning.

A dedicated fund could help Virginia lever-
age federal matching grants for wildlife cross-
ing projects, allowing state contributions to 
be paired with federal dollars and maximizing 
the impact of voluntary donations without re-
quiring large allocations from the state bud-
get, Ransom said.

Virginia already has wildlife crossing proj-
ects near the Great Dismal Swamp Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge in Chesapeake, under the 
Fairfax County Parkway at Fort Belvoir, and 
on Interstate Highway 64 west of Charlottes-
ville, where fencing helps guide animals to 

underpasses. 
Simonds also introduced HB 596, which fo-

cused on implementation rather than fund-
ing. The bill directed the secretary of Natural 
and Historic Resources, in coordination with 
the secretary of Transportation, to convene an 
interagency group to advance priorities in the 
Wildlife Corridor Action Plan. HB 596 did not 
advance out of the House rules studies sub-
committee. A budget proposal of $100,000 was 
connected to the bill.

HB 597 follows earlier wildlife corridor leg-
islation by Sen. Dave Marsden, D-Fairfax. 
Measures establishing the Wildlife Corridor 
Action Plan in 2020 and requiring agencies 
to incorporate corridors into planning in 2021 
were enacted, while similar grant fund pro-
posals in 2024 and 2025 did not advance. 

HB 597 was assigned on Jan. 20 to the Ap-
propriations subcommittee on Commerce, Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources, where it re-
mains under consideration. 

Capital News Service is a program of Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University’s Robertson 
School of Communication. Students in the 
program provide state government coverage 
for a variety of media outlets in Virginia.

Virginia
(cont. from page 3)

OBITUARY 
SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE MONDAY 
AT NOON
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“We Feed What We Sell”
Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

Mark Pendleton                  Jason Pendleton

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

• Horse Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Beef Grower Feeds
• Corn Gluten Pellets

• Sheep & Goat Feed
• Hay Stretcher
• Calf Feed
• Soyhull Pellets

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

Whole Beef Hamburger  $5.75/lb.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

Terri S. Wood, Manager

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA

(276) 666-0401

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA

(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!

DO YOU!

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing 
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything 
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves 
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen 
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they 
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these 
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who 
wear hearing instruments themselves. 

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin
Price Reduced
Metal Roofing

Now Made In 
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.
434-821-3251

Free Call 1-833-593-3251
 Reidsville, NC 
 336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS 
Classic Rib – PBR Panel

Standing Seam – 5V

Buy Direct
and Save!

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL

ROOFS ON 
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards
Lumber

Rough  -  Dressed  -  Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

We were trying to fight it from the 
outside,” he said.

Shough estimated 40 firefighters 
and service personnel were on scene.

In addition to the Woolwine crew, 
those from Fairystone Volunteer 

Fire Department, Smith River Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Stuart Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Moorefield 
Store Volunteer Fire Department, 
Patrick Springs Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Bassett Volunteer Fire 

Department, as well as Patrick Hen-
ry Volunteer Fire Department, and 
Meadows of Dan Volunteer Fire De-
partment helped fight the blaze.

Patrick County Emergency Med-
ical Services, Smith River Rescue 

Squad, and the Patrick County 
Sheriff’s Department were also on 
scene.

No one was injured in the fire.
The cause of the fire is currently 

unknown.

Fire
(cont. from page 1)

The building was being rented out by Thomas Industrial Fabrication as a working 
warehouse. 

More than 40 firefighters and emergency personnel responded to the fire. Contributed 
photos

dhall@theenterprise.net
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of working in state government. 
Charles and his wife Janet, wel-
comed me like family, and it was 
like a family. Honestly, I was 
worried at first (a new job will do 
that), but I cherished the experi-
ence working for Delegate Poin-
dexter, especially making new 
friends in Franklin County. When 
I was elected in 2016 to the Cha-
tham Town Council, he provided 
important advice and lessons to 
serve in elected office,” he said in 
a Facebook post.

Pace said he tries to emulate 
Poindexter, who never asked for 
the spotlight or attention, but just 
wanted to get the job done to help 
his community.

“Virginia would be better off 
with many more Charles Poindex-
ters, and it is unfortunate that 
we have fewer people in elected 
office like Charles Poindexter. I 
learned so much from Charlie. I 
will always be grateful to Charlie 
and the impact he has had on me. 
I have lost a father-figure, men-
tor, colleague, and friend. I love 
you, Charlie, and I am going to 
miss you. Janet, Sherrie, Walk-
er, his brother Gary, and the en-
tire Poindexter family are in my 
thoughts and prayers. May God 
bless the Gentleman from Frank-
lin County, Charles Poindexter,” 
Pace wrote in a social media post.

State. Sen. Bill Stanley, R-Mo-
neta, spoke about Poindexter 
during the February 5 session, 
and described him as “one of the 
finest men Southwest Virginia 
ever produced.

“Charlie Poindexter was the 
real thing. He was a man of deep 
conviction, quiet strength, and 
unwavering devotion to his com-
munity, his Commonwealth, and 
his country. He was a farmer, an 

engineer, a father, a husband, 
and for more than two decades a 
dedicated public servant who nev-
er forgot where he came from and 
never forgot who he was serving,” 
he said.

For all his accomplishments 
on the national stage, which he 
accomplished with his typical 
no-nonsense approach, Stan-
ley said Poindexter’s heart was 
always in the hills of Franklin 
County.

“He never stopped farming that 
family land there nearby to my 
farm in Glade Hill. It was the 
1792 Poindexter Family Home-
place. On hot summer days when 
most of us were staying inside 
and staying cool in the air condi-
tioning, you could find Charlie out 
there on a tractor harvesting hay, 
doing hard work that his father 
had done before him,” he said.

Stanley said Poindexter wasn’t 
a politician, but a true citizen leg-
islator.

“His staff would tell you he nev-
er changed from the day-to-day 
when he walked into the General 
Assembly building to the day that 
he left and went back to the farm. 
Charlie always remained true to 
himself, true to his values, and 
true to his constituents,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Morgan Griffith, 
R-Salem, said Poindexter was a 
dedicated public official whose 
service to Franklin, Henry, and 
Patrick Counties lasted more 
than a decade.

“I enjoyed working with him in 
the House of Delegates to promote 
the Republican Party and deliver 
solutions for rural communities. 
I am praying for his wife, Janet, 
his family, and his community as 
we mourn the loss of a good man, 
legislative leader, and rural com-

munity advocate,” he said.
Stuart Vice-mayor Dave Hoback 

said he worked with Poindexter 
during his tenure with the West 
Piedmont Planning District Com-
mission (WPPDC).

“I always found him to be a very 
cooperative and affable individ-
ual. One of the things that I re-
member about him most distinct-
ly was every year the PDC would 
develop a legislative agenda that 
would map out our positions and 
views and different legislative is-
sues, and would typically invite 
every member of the General As-
sembly from the region to attend. 
I think Charlie came every time, 
I don’t think he ever missed one, 
and we were very appreciative of 
that,” he said.

Hoback said Poindexter was 
also a straight shooter.

“If he thought he could help you 
with something, he would tell you 
that. If he didn’t think he could 
help you or was not in favor of 
what you were asking, he would 
tell you that as well,” he said.

Hoback noted this attitude isn’t 
always commonplace with legisla-
tors.

“Hearing something honest and 
direct was always appreciated,” 
he added.

Veteran Service Organization 
member W.C. Fowlkes described 
Poindexter as “a mighty fine fel-
low.

“I was chairman of the Republi-

can Party when he came into the 
district, and I had the honor of 
working with him just about the 
whole time he was here. He was 
well-liked, well-known, well-ac-
cepted, and that just sums it up,” 
he said.

Del. Wren Williams, R-Stuart, 
said Poindexter dedicated more 
than two decades of his life to 
public service in Southside Vir-
ginia.

“Charlie was a farmer, a man 
of deep conviction, and a tireless 
advocate for the communities 
he loved, and I ask that you join 
me in keeping his family in your 
thoughts and prayers,” he said.

Del. Eric Phillips, R-Martins-
ville, said Poindexter did a lot for 
Virginia’s 9th district, including 
securing funds for the U.S. 58 
expansion in the Meadow of Dan 
area.

“That was a lot of Charlie Poin-
dexter’s work, so obviously, it’s al-
ways sad to see someone like that 
go. He was a good guy who did a 
lot of good things for our area,” he 
said.

When he saw Poindexter give 
speeches, Phillips said he always 
liked the way he delivered them 
because Poindexter seemed to be-
come a different person.

“He would really perk up when 
he gave a speech, and he always 
… used a little humor. I al-
ways thought about that when I 
thought of Charlie,” Phillips said.

OBITUARIES 
Verna Hughes Johnston

Verna Hughes 
Johnston, 93, of Mar-
tinsville, Virginia, 
passed away at her 
home Sunday, Febru-
ary 1, 2026. She was 
born in Stuart, Vir-
ginia, on November 
15, 1932, to the late 
Grant Hughes and 
Edna Light Hughes.

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, James “Jim” 
Johnston; daughter, 
Kathy Lynn John-
ston; sister, Phyl-
lis H. Thacker; and 
brothers, Samuel 
Hughes and Maynard 
Hughes.

Verna was of the 
Christian faith and 
a member of Kear-
fott Memorial Baptist 
Church. She gradu-
ated as valedictori-
an from Stuart High 
School, class of 1950. 
She worked 36 years 
at Memorial Hospi-
tal of Martinsville 
and Henry County as 

a phlebotomist. Her 
dedication to her job 
and compassion for 
her patients earned 
her the title of Em-
ployee of the Year 
in 2003. Verna was 
well-known in the 
community and loved 
by many. Her great-
est joy was found in 
caring for her fami-
ly. Her legacy of love 
and faith will forever 
be remembered by all 
those who knew and 
loved her.

She is survived by 

her sons, Roger John-
ston (Susan) of Mar-
tinsville, Virginia; 
Jeff Johnston (Mary 
Jo) of Rocky Mount, 
Virginia; sister, Judy 
H. Morrison (Coy) of 
Abingdon, Virginia; 
brother-in-law, Ron-
nie Thacker of Ridge-
way, Virginia; grand-
daughter, Rebecca 
Lane of Martinsville, 
Virginia; grandson, 
Haden Johnston of 
Rocky Mount; and 
one great-grandson, 
Peyton Bowles.

In lieu of lowers, 
the family requests 
that memorials be 
sent to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research 
Hospital, PO Box 50, 
Memphis, Tennessee 
38101-9929 or Kear-
fott Memorial Baptist 
Church, 1403 River-
mont Heights, Mar-
tinsville, Virginia 
24112.

Wright Funeral 
Service & Crematory 
is serving the family. 

Lola “Aylees” Belcher Turner
Mrs. Lola “Aylees” 

Belcher Turner, age 
79, of Woolwine, 
passed away Thurs-
day, February 5, 2026, 
at Novant Health For-
syth Medical Center, 
surrounded by her 
family. She was born 
on May 24, 1946, in 
Patrick County to the 
late Elmer and Lola 
Belcher. In addition to 
her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
her loving and devoted 
husband of 55 years, 
Alfred Chester Turn-
er; three brothers, Al-
vin Belcher, Lemuel 
Belcher, and Glenn 
Belcher; and three 
brothers-in-law, Gray 
Conner, Oscar Turner, 
and Albert Lane Turn-
er.

Surviving are four 
children, Timothy 
Turner; Nancy Turner 
Belcher (David); Ste-
phen Turner (Char-
ity); and Matthew 
Turner (Jennifer); 
eight grandchildren, 
Cole (Amy), Layton 
(Vandalina), Logan, 
Lucas, Jillian and Ju-
liet; one great-grand-
son, Ryker; two sis-
ters, Oneda Conner 
and Freeda Whitlow; 
one brother, Elvin 
“Duck” Belcher and 
two brothers-in-law, 
Barney Whitlow and 
Mitcheal Turner; six 
sisters-in-law Char-

lotte Belcher, Minnie 
Lou Belcher, Lorna 
Belcher, Shelley Turn-
er, Joan Turner, Carol 
Turner, and several 
nieces and nephews in 
addition to a few great 
nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Turner was 
a rural mail carrier 
serving the Woolwine 
community faithfully 
for 33 years. Further, 
Mrs. Turner was a 
charter member of the 
Smith River Rescue 
Squad and was instru-
mental in starting the 
first EMT class there. 
She was a devout 
member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, Stuart 
branch. Within the 
church, she held a va-
riety of callings as she 
was truly led by a love 
for service in her min-
istry to others. Indeed, 

she never hesitated to 
help a neighbor, friend, 
or stranger in need 
as she had a passion 
for service and spent 
countless hours giving 
back to her communi-
ty. Mrs. Turner was 
an incredibly devoted 
wife and mother to her 
family and never put 
her wants or needs 
above them. She was 
undoubtedly the heart 
and soul of the fami-
ly. In all she did, Mrs. 
Turner was a quiet 
example of Christ-like 
living every single day 
of her life.

Funeral services will 
be held at Moody’s Fu-
neral Home in Stuart, 
Sunday, February 15, 
at 2:00 in the after-
noon with Brother Dan 
Wait officiating. Buri-
al will follow in the 
Boyd-Hylton-Turner 
Family Cemetery. The 
family will receive 
friends at Moody’s 
Funeral Home in Stu-
art, Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, from 5:00-7:00 
p.m. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations 
to the Woolwine Ru-
ritans Club, P.O. Box 
203, Woolwine, VA 
24185 or the Smith 
River Squad, P.O. Box 
122, Woolwine, VA 
24185. Online condo-
lences may be sent by 
visiting www.moody-
funeralservices.com.

Poindexter
(cont. from page 1)

P&HCC’s Patriot Pantry Receives Hunger-Free Campus Grant
Patrick & Henry Community Col-

lege’s (P&HCC) Patriot Pantry has 
received $14,881 from State Coun-
cil for Higher Education for Virgin-
ia’s (SCHEV) Hunger-Free Campus 
(HFC) grant program. 

“I am exceptionally excited to re-
ceive these funds! During the month 
of January, the pantry was operation-
al for only 9 days, during which time 
we served 49 students (with 20 of 
those being first-time pantry visitors). 
Food insecurity is a real concern for 
many of our students; and, fortunate-
ly, word about the pantry is spread-
ing. While this is phenomenal, it also 
means that there is a huge need to be 
met and we cannot operate absent the 
support of grants like this. Because 
of HFC, we will be able to keep our 
pantry shelves stocked so we can keep 
feeding our students and their fami-
lies,” said pantry coordinator Heather 
Luther.

HFC funds are granted for:
•Expanding and updating storage 
capacity, including new shelving, 
containers, refrigerators, and other 

equipment such as microwaves, cof-
fee makers, food safety materials, 
carts or dollies, and reusable bags 
•Supporting current and new in-

ventories with more nutritious 
foods; hot meals; vegetarian, gluten 
free, and dairy free options; and in-
dividual meal kits. 
•Introducing key card access and/or 
a check in kiosk to assist with data 
collection, track pantry usage, and 
help maintain a consistent food sup-
ply and pantry standards. 
•Enhancing student outreach 
through posters, digital communi-
cation, and materials for orientation 
and residence life. 
•Developing educational initiatives 
focused on nutrition literacy, cook-
ing skills, and applying for benefits 
such as SNAP. 
•Strengthening relationships by 
identifying new partnerships and 
opportunities for collaboration. 
To learn more about Patriot Pantry 

or to make a donation, contact Heath-
er Luther at hluther@patrickhenry.
edu or call 276-656-0356.

P&HCC Foundation Executive Director Tiffani Underwood (R) presents a grant check to 
Pantry Coordinator Heather Luther (L) on behalf of Hunger-Free Campus.
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Study finds Imagination 
Library boosts early literacy

A new international 
study found children 
enrolled in Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Li-
brary show stronger 
early literacy skills, 
including greater in-
terest in books and 
increased participa-
tion during shared 
reading.

The findings in-
clude children in Pat-
rick County, where 
the program has been 
operating since 2023 
and currently serves 
395 children.

The study analyzed 
responses from more 
than 86,000 caregiv-
ers across the Unit-
ed States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, 
Australia and Ire-
land. Researchers 
compared families en-
rolled in the program 
with those who were 
not.

Results showed 
children in the Unit-
ed States were sig-
nificantly more likely 
to show interest in 
books, join in during 
reading time and 
initiate shared read-
ing when enrolled in 
Imagination Library. 
The study also found 
caregivers were more 
likely to engage chil-
dren by discussing 
pictures, encourag-
ing participation and 
building consistent 
reading routines.

Rebecca Adcock, ex-
ecutive director of the 

Patrick County Cham-
ber of Commerce, said 
the program helps re-
move barriers to early 
learning.

“The Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library 
is the most equitable 
program to help chil-
dren build reading 
skills that will bene-
fit them later in life,” 
Adcock said.

Dolly Parton 
launched the program 
more than 30 years 

ago in honor of her 
father, who could not 
read or write. The ini-
tiative provides one 
free, age-appropri-
ate book each month 
to enrolled children 
from birth to age 5.

Locally, Patrick 
County Imagination 
Library supported 
by the Patrick Coun-
ty Chamber of Com-
merce, One Family 
Productions, Stuart 
Rotary and Step Inc.

PATRICK PULPITS

Puzzle answers page 11

1. Is the book of Romans (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament 
or neither?

2. From Daniel 3, who saw 
four men walking in the fiery 
furnace? Solomon, Job, 
Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar

3. In 2 Kings 9, who was thrown 
from a window and struck 
the ground dead? Hezekiah, 
Jezebel, Joash, Abner

4. With whom did Lot fully 
escape the city of Sodom? 
Wife, Two daughters, Son, Two 
friends

5. From the book of Genesis, 
who was the wife of Joseph? 
Tamar, Rebekah, Asenath, 
Taphanes

6. What does “Naomi” mean? 
Beautiful star, Holy woman, 
Pleasant, Righteous

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) 
Nebuchadnezzar, 3) Jezebel, 
4) Two daughters, 5) Asenath, 
6) Pleasant

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 • www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org

SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

BIBLE TRIVIA 
BY WILSON CASEY

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.

Meadows of Dan, Virginia
Rev. Tommy Gosnell

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am

Worship Services 11 am

Risen Lord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop
Stuart

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814

Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Faith That Stands Firm 
in a Fearful World

By Pastor Wayne Moore
High Point Baptist Church, Stu-

art, VA
Fear is something every one of 

us knows well. Some fears are 
reasonable, but many are noth-
ing more than figments of our 
imagination, robbing us of joy and 
peace. In the Gospel of Matthew, 
Jesus teaches us how to face fear, 
and He reminds us that when 
we learn to fear God, we no lon-
ger have to be controlled by fear. 
This may seem impossible at first, 
but it becomes clear when we re-
member that the God we fear is 
also the God who cares. His care 
enables us to remain faithful in 
a world that often persecutes His 
children.

Matthew 10:28–31 presents two 
compelling reasons why Jesus’ 
followers can stand firm. First, 
we do not have to fear man when 
we fear God. Jesus warns that 
people may destroy the body, but 
they cannot touch the soul. “De-
stroy” does not mean annihilate, 
but to ruin beyond usefulness. 
We see this in everyday life: a car 
totaled in a wreck, a book ruined 
by rain, or a casserole burned be-
yond saving. Humanity was creat-
ed for a higher purpose, expressed 
beautifully in the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism: “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever.” Scripture supports 
this calling in passages such as 1 
Corinthians 10:31, Romans 11:36, 
Psalm 73:25, and Psalm 16:11.

Those who reject Christ face 
eternal ruin, separated from the 
God they were made to glorify and 
enjoy. But this is not the destiny 
of believers. Heaven awaits those 
who trust in Christ, where joy 
and worship will never end. Be-
cause of this hope, Christians do 
not have to fear what people may 
do to them. Whatever harm comes 
because of faithfulness is tempo-
rary.

A striking example of this cour-
age comes from the Nazi occupa-
tion of Holland. A young boy once 
watched German officers press 

a gun to his father’s temple, de-
manding information about hid-
den weapons. His father, normal-
ly timid and even afraid of the 
dentist, stood calm and steady. 
He quietly quoted the words of 
Jesus: “Do not fear those who kill 
the body, but rather fear Him who 
is able to destroy both body and 
soul in hell.” The soldiers backed 
away, and the boy never forgot the 
courage he witnessed that day.

The second reason we can stand 
firm is equally comforting: our 
heavenly Father cares for us. Je-
sus points to sparrows, the cheap-
est creatures sold in the market-
place, two for a penny or five for 
two pennies according to Luke 
12:6. Yet not one falls without 
the Father’s knowledge. As one 
writer observed, “God attends the 
funeral of every sparrow.” If God 
watches over the smallest bird, 
how much more does He watch 
over His children.

Jesus then turns to something 
even more intimate. While a moth-
er may count her baby’s fingers 
and toes, she has never counted 
the hairs on her child’s head. Yet 
God has. If He cares about a sin-
gle hair, He cares about the whole 
person. He knows us fully, cares 
for us personally, and loves us 
without measure.

This truth inspired the beloved 
hymn “His Eye Is on the Spar-
row.” In 1905, the hymn’s author 
met a disabled couple in New 
York who remained remarkably 
cheerful despite their hardships. 
When asked how they kept such 
joy, the husband replied simply, 
“His eye is on the sparrow, and 
I know He watches me.” Those 
words became the seed of a song 
that has strengthened countless 
hearts.

Since God knows us so com-
pletely and cares for us so deeply, 
we do not need to waste our lives 
in fear. Instead, we can devote 
ourselves to knowing and caring 
for one another with the same 
tenderness our heavenly Father 
shows to us.

Join the 
Church 

Page
Call (276)340-2445 

today!
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ADVERTISE WITH US

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET

DON’T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

CLICK NOW TO JOIN
STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

JOIN OUR 
FREE 
DIGITAL 
NEWSLETTER 
INSTEAD

GO TO theenterprise.net

v

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,

Gravel Hauling and 
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick 
276-629- 3913 or 276-

340-7786. Email at 
kendrickpaving@gmail.

com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK 
PAVING

   (Original Kendrick 
Paving) Gravel hauling 

and spreading,  grading, 
mulch, dirt, pavement 

maintenance and 
striping.  42 years 

experience.  
Reasonable prices.

Call (276) 694- 7786 
(office) or (276)- 340-

8786 (cell) Email:  
ckendrick@embarqmail.

com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988

Carpentry/Cabinetry 
- fine woodworking, 
design, tile, closet & 
garage organizers, 

repairs, etc.
Originally based in 

Palm Beach County- 
References

Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703 

Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.

net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling & 

Electrical Contractors, 
SALES & SERVICES, 
Licensed in VA & NC, 

276-694-7308

MASTER CARPENTER, 
Roofing, Masonry, Tree 

Work, Clean Outs, 
Chimney Sweeps, 
Gutters, Painting, 
Fencing & Custom 
Decks. Free local 

estimates 276-224-4623

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 

Promote your upcoming 
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 

target audience. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark 

at Commonwealth Media 
Solutions 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Prepare for power out-

ages today with a Gener-
ac Home Standby Gen-

erator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
Leaf Filter is backed 

by a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 

today 1-877-614-6667 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-

tion and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off 
your entire order. Plus, 

Military & Seniors get an 
additional 10% off. Limit-
ed time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative 

for warranty and offer 
details.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 

our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 

Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 
day. Limited Time Offer 
- $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest 
for 18 months for cus-

tomers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many 

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-

1631

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 

$525.00 + $86.00 court 
cost. WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-

book). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 

1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No con-

tract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 

Premium nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S. based 

customer service. For 
more information, call 

1-855-262-5564

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAY AT NO ON
Call  (276)  694-3101

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 

1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based 
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-
tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

SERVICES

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs

Standing Timber or Timberland
Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

Firewater 
SERVICE CENTER

Now Offering
TIRES & FRONT

END ALIGNMENT
• State Inspections

• Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline  & Schaeffer Oil Products

• Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes

• Replacement of Belts and Hoses
• Tune Ups

• Tire Rotations
• Starter and Alternator

Replacement
• Battery Replacement

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00 
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, Buying: Cans, Copper, Batteries, 
aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, aluminum, automoBiles, Converters, 
Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs Wheels, stainless steel, eleCtroniCs 

(no tvs), and more.(no tvs), and more.
Call Call 276-694-5692  276-694-5692  for priCesfor priCes

Jamie’s Jamie’s 
Recycling Recycling 

CenterCenter

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

We offer Roll 
Off Services

3609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 241713609 S Mayo Dr. | Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-5692276-694-5692

Jamie’s Recycling CenterJamie’s Recycling Center

Hours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1pHours: M-F  |  8a - 4:45p  |  Lunch: 11:45a - 1p
“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26“With God All Things Are Possible.” Matthew 19:26

We’ll pick it up at your curb!

Tired of
driving
to the
landfill?
Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

RURAL SERVICES
Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.

ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 276-251-1303

BEST PRICES AROUNDBEST PRICES AROUND

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm • Saturday 9 am - 2 pm

1580 GREENSBORO ROAD  |  MARTINSVILLE, VA

276.632.1286

RIVERSIDE BEDDING

HUGE SELECTION HUGE SELECTION 
TO CHOOSE FROMTO CHOOSE FROM

We Have What You Are Looking For!!

BEDDING SALEBEDDING SALE
Spring 
Spring 

AirAir

 

is now accepting applications for 
1 BR and 2 BR apartments.  

Income limits do apply.  Water 
and sewer are included in rent.

Cedar Square Apartments
210 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, VA 24171

Office number: 276-694-4922 
Fax: 276-694-3786

TTY: 711
cedarsquare@chpc2.org
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GetvourGED 
with Patrick countv Adult Education 
Become a Lifelong Learner Today! 

BENEFITS: 
Higher Wages 

Valuable Workplace Skills 
Advancement to Further Education and Training 

Sense of Personal Accomplishment 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE? 
• ONLINE CLASSES WITH INDIVIDUAL DAYTIME TUTORING

APPOINTMENTS 
• ELL CLASSES ON FRIDAYS

• NIGHT CLASSES ON MONDAYS  5:00-7:00

LOCATED AT 557 MAYO COURT BESIDE 
STUART ELEMENTARY 

� 
VIRGINIA 

CAREER WORKS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE FREE CLASSES CONTACT: 

MARTHA CHANEY, TEACHER 
(276) 694-3092 OR (276) 732-4993

MARTHA.CHANEY@PATRICK.K12.VA.US 

(Meeting/event information must 
be received no later than 5 p.m. on 
Friday before the desired publication 
date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Wednesday, Feb, 18
The Stuart Town Council will meet 

at 6 p.m. in the town office.

Thursday, Feb. 19
The Patrick County School Board 

will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the School 
Board Office.

Events 

Wednesday, Feb. 11
The Patrick County Food Bank will 

be open from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 
5-6:30 p.m. at its Stuart location, 
from 8-10 a.m. at Fellowship Church 
in Ararat, and at 5:30 p.m. until out 
of boxes at the Meadows of Dan Com-
munity Building.

Thursday, Feb. 12
The Patrick County Senior Cit-

izens Group will meet at 11 a.m. in 
the Hooker Building at Rotary Field 
in Stuart. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Roger Wells. Beverages will 
be provided. The menu is potluck, 
so attendees are requested to bring 
their favorite meats, vegetables, and/
or desserts to share.

Stuart Baptist Church will host a 
community dinner starting at 5:30 
p.m. in the fellowship hall. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Step/Stroll Showcase, Walker The-
atre, P&HCC Campus. Free admis-
sion. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Exhibi-
tion begins at 6 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 14
Free program, “Living with Black 

Bears in Virginia,” will be presented 
by Norma Bozenmyer at the Patrick 
County Library at 11 a.m. Suitable 
for all ages. Registration is not re-
quired. 

Tuesday, February 17
Special Education Advisory Com-

mittee meets, 4 p.m., conference 
room, Patrick County School Board 
Office in Stuart. Open to public. Any-
one who wishes to be placed on the 
agenda may contact Andy Bowlin, 
Director of Special Education at 276-
694-3163 by noon on February 17, 20
26.                                          

Thursday, Feb. 19
The Patrick County Republican 

Committee will meet at 6 p.m. in the 
Motorsports Hall of Fame Auditori-
um, 212 Wood Brothers Dr., Stuart. 

Stuart Rotary Club will partner 
with Tin Pen Alley to host a fundrais-
er that will help support the Patrick 
County Food Bank. Tin Pen will do-
nate $1 per pint from 6-8 p.m. Bowl-
ing is $4 per game per person. Shoe 
rental is $3. A $5 cash donation and/
or non-perishable food donation will 
be collected to support the Food Bank.

Friday, Feb. 20
The community food pantry will be 

at the Fairystone Volunteer Fire De-
partment from 3-4 p.m.

Poor Man’s Supper hosted by the 
Patrick Springs Rotary Club, 4-7 p.m. 
in the community room at Patrick 
Springs Park, 2 Ballpark Road, Pat-
rick Springs. Funds raised will help 
with upkeep of the playground area 
and equipment at the park. The price 
is $9 per plate, which includes pintos, 
ham, taters, cornbread, dessert, and a 

drink. Dine-in or take out options are 
available. 

Saturday, Feb. 21
Adam Murphy, one of the three 

Democratic Candidates running in a 
primary to unseat Morgan Griffith, 
will attend the Patrick County Dem-
ocratic Committee meeting at 10 a.m. 
in the Patrick County Library. Meet-
ing is also available on Zoom by visit-
ing pcdemco.org

Ongoing

The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club 
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month in the community 
room at Patrick Springs Park, 2 Ball-
park Road, Patrick Springs. 

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick 
County Alzheimer’s Group LLC. 
109 Buena Vista, Stuart, Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Members meet on the first Mon-
day of every month at 6 p.m. in the 
Alzheimer’s office. New members are 
welcome. For more information, call 
(276) 693-6018.

	
The Coffee Break Café hosts live 

music on Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Bring an instrument, or just come 
and listen.

	
Community meal at Salem Church 

on Salem Church Road in Critz, the 
first Sunday of every month at 12:10 
p.m.  Call (276) 222-1069 with ques-
tions.

	
Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC 

meets at the Vesta Community Cen-
ter on the third Tuesday each month 

at noon. Both groups welcome new 
members and invite caregivers to at-
tend. Literature is also available.

	
Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook 

games every Monday night from 6:30-
8 p.m.

	
Patrick County Veterans Memorial 

Honor Guard meets on the first Tues-
day of every month at the American 
Legion Post 105, at 7 p.m. Interested 
veterans are welcome to attend.

	
Free Community Meal, on the 

4th Wednesday, 5 p.m., Raven Rock 
Wesleyan Church, 1912 Raven Rock 
Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in. 
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 
773-6004 or email pastor@ravenrock-
church.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club 
is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays.

The Patrick County Senior Citi-
zens Group is sponsoring a June 2 
- 5, 2026 trip to the eastern shore of 
Virginia. Trip flyers are available at 
the Patrick County Recreation Office 
(276) 694-3917 or by contacting Judy 
Lacks, trip coordinator, at (276) 694-
4767.

Willis Gap Community Center: 
Members Meeting, the first Tues-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m.; Ap-
palachian Acoustic Open Jam, every 
Friday. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for 
food, with music and dancing, 6:30-9 
p.m.; Golden Oldies Open Jam is on 
the last Tuesday of the month. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. for food, music, and 
dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

State commits $14.5 
million annually to boost 

college internships
Virginia has launched a new 

statewide program aimed at ex-
panding paid internship opportu-
nities for college students while 
helping employers build a future 
workforce.

The initiative, called Intern-
shipsVA, will provide guidance, 
grants and recruitment support 
to Virginia businesses interested 
in creating paid internships. The 
state has committed $14.5 million 
annually to fund the program.

InternshipsVA is part of a 
broader effort to attract and re-
tain workers in Virginia. Fund-
ed through the Commonwealth 
Innovative Internship Fund and 
Program, it offers financial incen-
tives and technical assistance to 
employers, particularly small and 
mid-sized businesses.

Participating employers may 
qualify for grants covering up to 
50% of undergraduate interns’ 
wages. The program also provides 

regional internship managers to 
assist with program design and 
recruiting, free internship post-
ings through a partnership with 
Handshake, and training resourc-
es for employers.

Gov. Abigail Spanberger an-
nounced the program in Rich-
mond alongside leaders from the 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce, 
the Virginia Economic Develop-
ment Partnership, the Virgin-
ia Business Higher Education 
Council and the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia.

“Virginia’s students need more 
hands-on opportunities to connect 
with real-world careers,” Span-
berger said, adding that the pro-
gram is designed to help students 
gain experience before graduation 
while encouraging them to stay in 
the state for work.

Employers seeking more infor-
mation about InternshipsVA can 
visit vedp.org/internshipsva.
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Snow can play helpful role in garden 
soil enrichment and root insulation

Beneath the ice-
glazed blanket of snow 
testing Virginians’ pa-
tience is the promise 
of a verdant spring. 
While frozen condi-
tions disrupt life on the 
street level, plants and 

grasses are insulated 
from extreme cold as 
slow-melting snow pro-
vides steady moisture 
and atmospheric nutri-
ents.

Depending on con-
ditions, soil-enriching 
elements like nitro-
gen and phosphorus 
attach to snowflakes 
falling through the at-

mosphere, explained 
Scot Ferguson, a 
Virginia Cooperative 
Extension agent in 
Hanover County.

Homeowners can 
be intentional in uti-

lizing “the poor man’s 
fertilizer.” When clear-
ing snow onto garden 
beds and mulched ar-
eas, a tiresome chore 
becomes a down pay-
ment for spring.

Moving snow to land-
scaped and natural 
areas can introduce “a 
little bump of nitrogen,” 
he said. “You’d want to 
relocate snow along the 
drip line of the shrub 
or tree, kind of like you 
would with mulch.”

As snow melts, fer-
tilizing nutrients are 
slowly released into the 
soil. And come spring 
thaw, the gradual melt 
is a steady source of 
moisture for roots.

“Plants are probably 
not getting super wa-
terlogged, and you’re 
not dealing with run-
off,” Ferguson said. 
“They will be quite hy-
drated and trying to 
transpire!”

Landowners in rural 
Virginia managing pas-
ture and grassland typ-
ically spend between 
$4 and $10 per acre for 
professional nutrient 
management planning. 
Ferguson said they wel-
come the gentle deposit 

of nutrients resulting 
from snowfall.

“And for bigger land-
owners with cover crop 
programs, that’s where 
they find the bang for 
their buck,” he said.

Native plant spe-
cies are adapted to 
Virginia’s climate, but 
some ornamentals like 
boxwood or tender pe-
rennials can sustain 
cellular damage from 
a quick-moving cold 
front.

Even a modest lay-
er of snow protects soil 
from extreme tempera-
ture fluctuations, re-

ported North Carolina 
Cooperative Extension. 
This insulating effect 
stabilizes soil tempera-
tures, preventing harm 
to plant roots. 

“And if it’s warm 
enough under there, the 
snow forms an insulat-
ing blanket, and grass 
will certainly grow,” 
Ferguson said. “Snow 
still allows sunlight to 
penetrate its surface. If 
the plant can move wa-
ter, if the ground isn’t 
frozen, then plants and 
grass can probably pho-
tosynthesize!”

Though six more 

weeks of winter weath-
er is predicted, tem-
peratures can fluctuate.

“Your flowering 
plants may come into 
bloom when we have 
warm weather,” said 
Mark Viette, retired 
host of In the Garden, 
a video series presented 
by Virginia Farm Bu-
reau Federation. Mild-
er days may be followed 
by “a real cold spell.”

He advised protecting 
flowering plants with 
a sheet or soft cover, 
warmed with an incan-
descent lamp rated for 
outdoor use.

Laurel Hill’s Many Histories: J. E. B. 
Stuart and Orange County, Virginia

By Tom Perry
Continuing with the 

theme of J. E. B. Stu-
art and his visits to the 
homes of former Pres-
idents of the United 
States, we visit Mont-
pelier, thirty miles to 
the north of Monticel-
lo, the home of James 
Madison. Stuart and 
Madison are not two 
names you automati-
cally think of as having 
a connection, but the 
two men have many 
connections in Orange 
County, Virginia. 

During the War 
Between the States, 
James Madison’s for-
mer home, Montpelier, 
was owned by Frank 
and Thomas Carson, 
two Irish brothers with 
banking interests in 
Baltimore. Confed-
erate officers did not 
occupy the Montpe-

lier house as a head-
quarters, but it was a 
landmark that drew 
many visiting soldiers. 
Frank Carson hosted a 
ball given by General 
J.E.B. Stuart at Mont-
pelier in 1863. It was 
not the first time that 
Stuart and Madison’s 
families had crossed 
paths.

Bethenia Letcher, 
the daughter of Wil-
liam Letcher, was born 
at Laurel Hill in 1780, 
just before her father 
was murdered by a 
Tory, a person who 
favored the British 
during the American 
Revolution. Bethenia 
married David Pannill 
on October 29, 1798. 

David Pannill de-
scended from the “Rap-
pahannock” Pannills. 
Thomas and Cather-
ine Pannill settled on 
2500 acres along the 
Rappahannock River 
in present day Orange 
County in 1673. Their 
son, William, born cir-
ca 1670, married Fran-
ces Sterne and lived 
in Richmond County. 
William II married 
Sarah Bailey of Mid-
dlesex County and 
lived in Orange Coun-
ty. William III, born 
in 1737, married Ann 
Morton and produced 
fourteen children. The 
sixth child, David, was 
born in Orange Coun-
ty, Virginia, on Janu-
ary 15, 1772.

On January 4, 1801, 
Bethenia gave birth 
to her first child, a 
daughter she named 
Elizabeth Letcher 
Pannill, the mother 
of J. E. B. Stuart. The 
second child, William 
Letcher Pannill, came 
into this world on Sep-
tember 10, 1803, just 
months before his fa-
ther’s death. David 
Pannill died in No-
vember 1803, leaving 
a wife and two small 
children. His tomb-
stone reads, “He had a 
warm, generous heart, 
was just to all men, 
and died among many 

friends who sincerely 
regretted the death of 
their best friend and 
benefactor.” Bethenia 
found herself in the 
same situation as her 
mother over twenty 
years earlier.

On February 3, 1809, 
the United States Con-
gress organized the 
Illinois Territory with 
Alexander Stuart, the 
grandfather of J. E. 
B. Stuart, serving as 
one of three territorial 
judges. Stuart began a 
career serving on the 
state and federal levels 
of the judiciary in the 
Illinois and Missouri 
territories and then 
in the states. On July 
17, 1809, Governor Ed-
wards of Illinois took 
the oath of office be-
fore Judge Stuart. On 
July 9, 1813, Alexan-
der Stuart resigned as 
judge, but returned on 
February 9, 1814. Pres-
ident James Madison 
and Secretary of State 
James Monroe com-
missioned Stuart as a 
United States Judge. 
Territorial records 
listed Judge Stuart as 
being double paid in 
Illinois and Missouri 
on April 27, 1814. On 
April 3, 1816, Gov-
ernor William Clark 
(of Lewis and Clark) 
of Missouri granted a 
pardon on the advice of 
Alexander Stuart.

At noon on October 5, 
1829, former President 
of the United States, 
James Madison, rose to 
call a meeting to order 
in Richmond, Virginia. 
He stood in the Capital 
of Virginia, designed by 
his old friend Thomas 
Jefferson. The assem-
bled ninety-eight men 
were to revise the 1776 
Virginia Constitution. 
As the elder statesman 
spoke, thirty-four year 
old Archibald Stuart 
no doubt marveled at 
the men around him. 

Archibald Stuart, the 
father of J. E. B. Stu-
art, found himself in 
the presence of several 
giants of Virginia and 

American History at 
the convention. Madi-
son had once written, 
“If men were angels, 
no government would 
be necessary.” Stand-
ing before Archibald 
Stuart this day, he was 
one of the last “Found-
ing Fathers,” and he 
spoke on constitu-
tional matters as few 
could. Today, we con-
sider him the “Father” 
of the United States 
Constitution. James 
Madison still had sev-
en years to live, and on 
this day, he nominated 
the former fifth Pres-
ident, James Monroe, 
as President of the 
Convention. The Chief 
Justice of the United 
States, Virginian John 
Marshall, seconded the 
nomination. Madison, 
Marshall, and Mon-
roe, who crossed the 
Delaware River with 
George Washington in 
1776, were joined in 
the assembly by the in-
famous John Randolph 
of Roanoke and the fu-
ture tenth President 
of the United States, 
John Tyler, who lived 
long enough to serve 
in the government of 
the Confederate States 
of America. Archibald 
Stuart served as a Del-
egate to the Virginia 
Constitutional Con-
vention from October 
5, 1829, until January 
15, 1830. Among oth-
ers serving from the 
21st Senatorial Dis-
trict were Joseph Mar-
tin of Henry County, 
Benjamin W. S. Cabell, 
and George Townes of 
Pittsylvania County. 

The Convention of 
1829-30 revised the 
1776 Constitution 
of Virginia. Stuart 
served on a commit-
tee charged with “Bill 
of Rights and matters 
not referred to forego-
ing Committees.” De-
scribed as a “reform-
er,” Stuart voted 80% 
of the time for change 
in the constitution. He 
was one of only four 
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PATRICK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
P.O. BOX 346

STUART, VIRGINIA 24171
February 9, 2026
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO MEET
The next meeting of the Patrick County Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 
17, 2026 at the Patrick County School Board Office in the conference 
room, Stuart, Virginia.
This meeting is open to the public. Anyone who wishes to be placed on 
the agenda should contact Andy Bowlin, Director of Special Educa-
tion at 276-694-3163 by noon on February 17, 2026.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Patrick County Planning 

Commission will have a regular 
business meeting on Tuesday, 
February 17, 2026 at 6 p.m.

The meeting will be at the 
Patrick & Henry Community 
College (Stuart site) in the Com-
munity Room.
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REQUESTS FOR QUOTES
Accounting Services

OVERVIEW
The County of Patrick is requesting quotes from independent certified 
public accounts (CPA’s) to perform accounting services for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2026.
Please go to the Patrick County website at www.co.patrick.va.us to 
see the bid package.
Requests for information related to this RFQ should be directed to:
Name: Lori Jones Title: Finance Officer
Phone number: 276-693-2003 Email: ljones@co.patrick.va.us
Dated issued February 4, 2026
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REQUESTS FOR QUOTES
Audit Services

ACCEPTANCE DATE: February 18, 2026, no later than 2:00 PM EST
NUMBER: 2026-005-12113
ACCEPTANCE PLACE: Patrick County Finance Dept
106 Rucker St, Ste 218
Stuart, VA 24171

OVERVIEW
The County of Patrick, Virginia (the County) requests independent 
certified public accounts to submit proposals to enter into a term con-
tract to perform a financial audit for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2026, with the option to renew four (4) additional years thereafter.
To view the complete RFQ, please go to the Patrick county website at 
www.co.patrick.va.us
Requests for information related to this RFP should be directed to:
Name: Lori Jones, CPA
Title: Finance Officer
Phone: (276) 693-2003
Email: ljones@co.patrick.va.us
Web Site: www.co.patrick.va.us
Issue Date: February 4, 2026
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NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SALE
967 Jeb Stuart Highway, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated February 25, 2013 and recorded 
at March 12, 2013 in Instrument Number 130000402 in the Clerk’s Office for the Patrick County Virginia 
Circuit Court, Virginia, securing a loan which was originally $102,400.00. The appointed SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE, Commonwealth Trustees, LLC will offer for sale at public auction at the front steps of the Cir-
cuit Court for Patrick County located at 101 W Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

March 11, 2026 at 11:30 AM 
improved real property, with an abbreviated legal description of the following described property, to wit:
ALL OF THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON AND APPURTENANTS THEREUNTO BELONGING, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE BLUE RIDGE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:
CONTAINING .65 OF AN ACRE, AND BEING IN ALL RESPECTS THE SAME LOT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND THAT WAS CONVEYED TO JOHN G. THIBEAULT AND DARLENE L. THIBEAULT, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE, BY DEED DATED AUGUST 30, 1989, FROM GERALD REYNOLDS, ET 
ALS., HEIRS AT LAW OF A. LOUISE REYNOLDS, DECEASED, WHICH DEED IS RECORDED IN 
THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA, IN DEED 
BOOK 272, AT PAGE 762.
LESS AND EXCEPT
BEING SHOWN AS PARCEL 096 ON SHEET 21 OF THE PLANS FOR ROUTE 58, HIGHWAY 
PROJECT 0058-962-E02, RW-201, BEGINNING ON THE NORTH(LEFT) SIDE OF THE ROUTE 
58 WEST BOUND CONSTRUCTION BASELINE W, FROM THE LANDS NOW OR FORMERLY 
BELONGING TO WILLIAM LEE SMITH, GENE PRESTON SMITH,
JESSIE MANE S. KELLY AND ELIZABETH W. SMITH, LIFE ESTATE OPPOSITE
APPROXIMATE STATION 754-64, TO THE LANDS NOW OR FORMERLY BELONGING TO 
MARY G. GARRAHAN, ESTATE, OPPOSITE APPROXIMATE STATION 754+75.50, AND CON-
TAINING 0.003 HECTARE (0.0083 ACRE), MORE OR LESS, LAND.
AND as more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold “AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way, and all 
other matters of record taking priority over the Deed of Trust to be announced at the time of sale. A deposit 
of $20,000 or 10% of the sale price, whichever is lower, will be required at the time of sale, in the form of 
certified check, cashier’s check or money order by the purchaser. The balance of the purchase price, with in-
terest at the rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date said funds are received 
in the office of the SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, will be due within fifteen (15) days of sale. In the event of 
default by the successful bidder, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and expenses 
of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee. All other public charges or assessments, including water/sewer charges, 
whether incurred prior to or after the sale, and all other costs incident to settlement to be paid by the pur-
chaser. In the event taxes, any other public charges have been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to 
be adjusted from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Purchaser agrees to pay the seller’s attorneys at 
settlement, a fee of $470.00 for review of the settlement documents.
Additional terms will be announced at the time of sale and the successful bidder will be required to execute 
and deliver to the Substitute Trustees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of bidding.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT  Rosenberg & Associates, LLC

  (Attorney for the Secured Party)
  4340 East West Highway, Suite 600
  Bethesda, MD 20814
  301-907-8000 
  www.rosenberg-assoc.com
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INVITATION FOR SEALED BIDS
WASTE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

IFB# 2026-006-42400
The County of Patrick is requesting sealed bids from qualified pri-

vate firms and public entities to provide transportation services for ac-
ceptance non-hazardous solid waste generated within Patrick County. 
The bid packet is located on the Patrick County, Virginia website at 
www.co.patrick.va.us or by email at rrussell@co.patrick.va.us.
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Girl Scout Lock-In held in January
Patrick County Girl 

Scout Troop #1302 
held its yearly Lock-In 
in Jan. at Providence 
UMC. 

The night started 
with a spaghetti din-
ner and chicken nug-
gets. The girls enjoyed 
their meal then started 
working on Solutions 
Superstar badge. Lots 
of problem solving, 
creative thinking, and 
real world solutions 
went into this badge 
as well as lots of fun. 
Girls enjoyed lots of 
snacks throughout the 
night as they worked 
and played. Then girls 
began to settle down 
and climbed into their 
sleeping bags and 
watched some movies. 
Finally sleep hit them 
all and the night went 
well. Next morning 
breakfast started the 
day. Next it was clean-
up time and girls head-
ed home. Much thanks 
to Providence UMC for 
allowing the girls the 
use of the fellowship 
halls for the evening 

and this enjoyable 
event!

Remember Girl 

Scouts are selling 
cookies now. There 
will be cookie booths 

at Walmart for the 
next several weekends. 
Please buy your cook-

ies from your favorite 
Girl Scout or from the 
Girl Scouts when they 

are selling at the cook-
ie booths. Thanks for 
your support!

WES announces Warrior Readers 
Woolwine Elementary School announced the 

names of its top readers who participated in 
the Warrior Reading program during the sec-
ond quarter. Each student who reached their 

grade level goal received a free snack and a 
free personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut. In ad-
dition, students who read the most books in 
each grade also received a free book. Congrat-

ulations everyone! We hope that you will keep 
reading!

This is being republished due to a press 
issue. 

Pre-K Callahan Donnelly Kindergarten-- Colton Edwards First Grade-- Felicity Tyler Second Grade--Lexi Hubbard

Third Grade--Daisy McBride Fourth Grade-- Callie Tejeda Fifth Grade--Melissa Hughes Sixth Grade--Emmalyn Hubbard

Seventh Grade--Alycia Wilson First Grade: Seven students tied for first place (left to right), Isabella Johnson, Lachlan King, Dallas Leviner, Georgia Cockram, Abigayle 
Cox, Lincoln Leath.

Girl Scouts and leaders who attended Patrick County Girl Scout Troop #1302’s annual Lock-In.
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delegates east of the Blue Ridge, 
along with Henry A. Wise, calling 
for a “white basis” in representa-
tion that challenged the authority 
of piedmont plantation owners and 
increased the power of the western 

part of Virginia. While that mea-
sure failed, along with a resolution 
on dueling, an amendment passed 
to make the removal of corrupt or 
incompetent judges “more efficient.” 
Stuart supported opening the right 

to vote to “leaseholders,” not just 
property owners.

In the summer of 1862, the 
Army of Northern Virginia fought 
its way into the history books. Af-
ter pushing McClellan away from 
Richmond, Robert E. Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia took the initia-
tive and began to move north. J. E. 
B. Stuart had one nearly disastrous 
stop in Orange County. Union cav-
alry almost captured Stuart after 
Georgian Robert Tombs failed to 
guard a river crossing. 

Stuart fled the porch of the house 
he was sleeping on, losing his 
plumed hat and nearly his dignity as 
a prisoner of war. Stuart repaid the 
Union by raiding Catlett’s Station 
and capturing the dress uniform of 
the Union army commander John 
Pope and several hundred thou-
sand dollars in greenbacks. Stuart 

jokingly sent a telegram proposing 
a swap of the prisoners, his hat for 
Pope’s uniform. No reply came in re-
sponse. Stuart received a promotion 
to Major General in the summer of 
1862. He was twenty-nine years old 
and would command Lee’s cavalry 
for the rest of his life. The following 
year, he would visit James Madi-
son’s Montpelier.

James Madison’s Montpelier 
eventually came to be owned by the 
DuPont family. They donated the 
property to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, which has 
restored the home to its appear-
ance in Madison’s time. Showing 
the influence of Thomas Jefferson’s 
architectural vision, the home once 
hosted James Ewell Brown “Jeb” 
Stuart. 

For more, visit https://savingplac-
es.org/places/montpelier.

Laurel
(cont. from page 12)

Norris
Funeral Services, Inc. and Crematory

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA

276-694-2012

www.norrisfuneral.com

Affordable Funerals And Cremations With Updated Facilities

Franklin County
Office 540-483-5142 

Contact Us:

Patrick County Office 
276-694-2239

Get your taxes done for FREE with STEP, Inc.’s VITA program. Our IRS-
certified volunteers will help you file your taxes, maximize your refund,
and claim credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). Call today
to schedule!

STEP offices in Rocky Mount & Stuart!

FREE TAX PREP SERVICE

January-April, 2026

Where:

For households or individuals earning under $67,000
(2025 tax year)

We have IRS-certified volunteers available
We help you get the refund you’re eligible for

WHY CHOOSE US 

When: Contact Us:


