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ZiTEL to take
over West
broadband project

By Taylor Boyd

Internet service provider ZiTEL will now com-
plete the West broadband project covering Pat-
rick, Henry and Franklin counties, replacing
RiverStreet Networks, according to a release
from the West Piedmont Planning District Com-
mission (WPPDC).

The WPPDC and the three counties requested
that the Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) amend the Virginia Tele-
communication Initiative (VATI) grant contract
in late July. The contract was officially changed
in early August.

RiverStreet initially received the VATI 2022
and 2023 funds, as well as Rural Digital Oppor-
tunity Fund (RDOF) funding, for the project.

In April 2024, RiverStreet Director of Busi-
ness Development and Government Affairs Rob
Taylor said the company would pass 8,376 loca-
tions in Patrick County, with approximately 621
miles of fiber to be installed.

According to the release, RiverStreet was un-
able to complete the project because it could not
secure the remaining necessary funding.

WPPDC Executive Director Michael Arm-
brester said the organization has full confidence
in ZITEL’s ability to move the West broadband
project forward and deliver high-quality inter-
net access to communities.

“We sincerely appreciate the patience and un-

(See ZiTEL p. 12)

Floodwaters damaged the Rabbit Ridge Road bridge over the Ararat River earlier this month.

Flooding makes travel difficult
in Ararat, Kibler Valley

By Staff Reports

Recovery efforts are underway in the Ararat
and Kibler Valley communities as local officials
seek donations for volunteers and appeal for
people with heavy equipment to help reach sev-
eral families who remain isolated after recent
flooding.

Many of the bridges on side roads in Ararat
are impassable, making it difficult for residents
to travel.

“If you know the backroads, you can get out,

but you have to go out of the way for most,” said
local resident Tom Perry.

The Patrick County Sheriff's Office said
washed-out roads also have left several Kibler
Valley families without vehicle access to their
homes. Among those stranded are residents with
significant medical needs, including a wheel-
chair user, a stroke survivor, a person with ear-
ly Alzheimer’s disease, a chemotherapy patient
and another resident recovering from surgery.

(See Flooding p. 13)

Hope Center Ministries and Disaster Relief Food Ministry volunteers work to paint the interior of the Penny House.

Volunteers give Penny House
a much-needed facelift

By Taylor Boyd

Almost 30 years after opening its doors, the
Penny House in Patrick Springs is getting a
facelift, thanks to volunteers working to give the
home a fresh coat of paint and make other need-
ed repairs.

“We've been trying to do this for over a year. It
has brightened this place up tremendously and
given it a nice new facelift,” Lord’s Acre Commit-
tee President Jane Cardwell said.

The Penny House was established in 1996 by
the Lord’s Acre Committee, a group of more than
a dozen churches, to provide temporary housing
for people who lose their homes and belongings
to natural disasters such as fires and floods.

Since its opening, more than 100 families have
stayed at the Penny House.

People can stay “until their insurance kicks
in, they find somewhere they can go, or they can

(See Volunteers p. 14)

Music, memories and

mountain traditions
highlight Folk Fair

The Meadows of Dan Community Association
1s inviting everyone to come out for the 22nd An-
nual Folk Fair — a day filled with music, food,
local vendors, old-fashioned traditions and plen-
ty of things to see and do.

On the way in, stop by the Welcome Tent to
check out this year’s Folk Fair shirts, featuring
the event’s new little hillbilly mascot.

The day will get started with local group
the Greenview Graybacks, headed by Nathan
Helms, followed by another local favorite, the
Country Boys.

After the music, things will slow down a bit
for “Colorful Characters Remembered,” a time to
listen to — or share — stories about some of the
colorful people who have made Meadows of Dan
what it is.

Organizers are especially looking forward
to hearing stories about local people who have
passed away, whether they were longtime
friends, neighbors or simply characters who left
a lasting impression.

And, of course, come hungry.

Meadows of Dan Elementary School will serve
its annual fish fry, while Shan’s Concessions will
offer a variety of other food options.

Local vendors will also be on hand selling their
products, making the Folk Fair a good place to
start that Christmas shopping and support local
businesses.

Villa Appalachia will be set up beginning at 11
a.m. with its award-winning wines. Visitors can
stop by and say hello to Heyward and his crew.

Concord Primitive Baptist Church will hold

(See Music p. 11)

Tri-Area school clinic opens as PCHS students return

By Taylor Boyd

Students at Patrick County High School have
a new health care option with Tri-Area Commu-
nity Health’s school-based clinic. Opening of the
clinic coincided with the Tuesday, Aug. 11 new
school year.

Initially, the clinic will offer students virtual
appointments.

Director of School-Based Services Pam Hylton
said virtual appointments will be available until
nurses and medical providers are trained and in
place at the PCHS clinic.

“They would just be able to start using it
through the school nurse’s office at each school.
We have provided each school, including the
high school, with a TytoCare device, which is a
digital instrument that the school nurse can use
for students whose parents have given consent
for them to use our Tri-Area services. It’s like a
regular doctor’s appointment, but they use those
tools to obtain blood pressure, pulse, they can
get the heartbeat, ears, nose, throat exam,” she
said.

Hylton said the TytoCare device also has a
camera that can look inside and take pictures, if

needed, of the ears, nose, throat and skin.

While she does not have a definitive date,
Hylton estimates in-person services will begin
sometime this fall.

Tri-Area currently has five school-based
health clinics, with medical providers in place at
the other four.

“We'll be scheduling appointments with those
school-based providers virtually until our posi-
tions are filled,” she said.

Tri-Area began offering school-based clinics in
the City of Galax before expanding to clinics in
Carroll, Grayson and Floyd counties.

Hylton said Tri-Area decided to open a school-
based health clinic in Patrick County after
Schools Superintendent Dr. Jason Wood ap-
proached the organization’s CEO, Dr. James
Werth.

“That was about the time the urgent care
closed in town, so there were fewer options for
students to get care and for those types of acute
conditions and things that arise. We came up
with a proposal, and he presented it to the school
board and it was approved. We've been working

(See Tri-Area p. 7)

Tri-Area Community Health donated boxes of tissues to
Patrick County Public Schools. From left are Angie Tallman,
LPC; Patrick County School Board Clerk Sara Leigh Collins; and
Tri-Area Director of School-Based Services Pam Hylton.
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STOP

in both
directions
when bus
is stopped
and lights

are flashing.
e ——

ALL vehicles must stop.
Do not proceed until the bus
retracts its stop arm and lights stop flashing.

TWO-LANE ROADS

(Vehicles traveling in both directions)

WHEN TO STOP FOR A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS

VIRGINIA LAW

MULTI-LANE ROADS

(Four or more lanes with a center turning lane)

for traffic traveling in the
opposite direction.
(Those behind the bus in the
same direction may proceed

with caution.)

for traffic traveling in the
same direction as the bus.
(Proceed with caution.)

Do NOT STOP

Always watch for flashing red lights and the stop arm.

WHEN ABARRIER IS BETWEEN YOU AND A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS

VIRGINIA LAW

BARRIER: UNPAVED SPACE (GRASS OR GROUND)

If there is an unpaved space (grass, dirt, etc.) between
your lane and the school bus, you do NOT have to stop.

YOU MUST STOP

No barrier -
pavement to pavement

YOU DO NOT STOP

Unpaved space
(grass, etc.) between
your lane and
the bus

If there is a raised or physical barrier (guardrail, wall, fence, etc.)
between your lane and the school bus, you do NOT have to stop.

YOU MUST STOP

No barrier -
pavement to pavement

IF YOU ARE NOT SURE.

YOU DO NOT STOP

Raised or physical
barrier (guardrail,
wall, fence, etc.)
between your lane
and the bus

When in doubt, always stop for a school bus with flashing red lights.

i~ =3

0 UNPAVED

BARRIER EXAMPLE

Grass, dirt, or ground
between you and the bus
= You do NOT stop.

g ~
RAISED OR PHYSICAL
BARRIER EXAMPLE

@

Guardrail, wall, fence, or
other physical barrier between
you and the bus = You do NOT stop.

S

Drive Safe.

Virginia.

The Patrick County Sheriff’s Office uses these graphics to remind motorists of the proper way to pass a stopped school bus.

Sheriff’s Office reminds drivers to watch for students, buses

With the new school year under-
way, the Patrick County Sheriff’s
Office is reminding drivers to use
extra caution during the morning
and afternoon commutes.

Motorists should expect in-

creased traffic around schools,
school buses
making frequent stops and chil-

more pedestrians,

dren crossing roadways.

When approaching a stopped
school bus with its red lights flash-

ing and stop arm extended, driv-
ers must stop. Motorists should be
especially alert on rural roads and
in areas where visibility may be
limited.

The sheriff’s office also encour-

This adorable Labrador mix, found on
Stella Loop. If he is your dog, please call
the shelter.

Please save a life! Adopt! All
dogs and cats at the shelter de-
serve a permanent, loving home.
Call the Patrick County Public
Animal Shelter at (276) 694-
6259, visit the shelter or their
Facebook page, to find informa-
tion about these and other avail-
able pets in need of a forever

— Pts of the Week=—

Precious is a spayed female terrier mix, over
10 years old, according to her microchip.
She was adopted from the Henry County
Martinsville SPCA and her owner information
was not kept up to date. Precious was found
on Short Cut Drive in Woolwine. If she is
your dog, please call the shelter.

home. Adoption fees are $10 and
include spay/neuter and vacci-
nations.

The Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League provides pet food
and spay/neuter assistance. Vis-
it the league’s Facebook page for
new videos at https://www.face-
book.com/blueridgeawl/.

ages drivers to slow down, stay
alert, allow extra time to reach
their destinations and avoid dis-
tractions.

“Let’s start the new school year
off right and make safety a prior-
ity throughout Patrick County,”
the sheriff’'s office said. “Please
slow down. Stay alert. Watch for
buses. Protect our children.”

The sheriff’s office wishes stu-
dents, teachers, parents and
school staff a safe and successful
school year.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff's Office
reported the following:

*Amanda Dawn Gravely, 43, ad-
dress unavailable, was charged July
24 with fail to appear. Pulaski County
made the arrest for Patrick County.

*Mitchell Steve Slate, 51, of Stuart,
was charged July 24 with drive while
intoxicated. Deputy C. Pilson was the
arresting officer.

orris

Memorial Services
Visit our website for pricing:
WWW.norrisme
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*Nicole Burks, 31, of Stuart, was
charged July 27 with assault. Senior
Deputy J.S. Kendrick was the arrest-
ing officer.

*William Lee Haynes, 27, of Claud-
ville was charged July 28 with one
count each disregard law enforcement
command and continue to drive and
drive motor vehicle on revoked/sus-

(See Arrests p. 3)

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

rial
o .

services.com




The Enterprise, Wednesday, August 12, 2026 - 3

Community gets look inside Patrick County ofﬁces

Community members gather in the hallway of the Veterans Administration Building during a
recent community meeting with Patrick County Administrator Michael McGuinness. Patrick
County Tourism provided information and refreshments for visitors.

R

Patrick County Administrator Michael McGuinness talks with community members while
giving them a look inside the county’s administrative offices.

By Mary Dellenback Hill
Patrick County residents had an

opportunity Thursday, Aug. 6, to get
a closer look at their county govern-

PATRICK
COUNTY

— Virginia—

Lou McGuinness, wife of County Administrator Michael McGuinness, helps with refreshments
during the community meeting.

ment during a Patrick County Cit-
izens Learning Series meeting with
County AdministratorMichael Mec-
Guinness.

The meeting was held at the Veter-
ans Administration Building in Stu-
art, where McGuinness welcomed
community members and provided
a look at the offices and the people
who work there.

Among those attending were
Commissioner of Revenue Glennda
Morse and other county officials.

Patrick County Tourism had a ta-
ble set up in the hallway with tour-
ism information, while refreshments
were available for visitors following
the meeting.

McGuinness’

wife, Lou, helped

with the refreshments while Mec-
Guinness spoke with visitors about
the various offices housed in the
building.

The group then moved into the ad-
ministrative offices, where McGuin-
ness explained the work that takes
place there and introduced residents
to the people who serve the county
each day.

McGuinness said he is proud of the
county’s employees and described
them as a dedicated team.

The informal meeting provided
residents with an opportunity to ask
questions, meet county officials and
gain a better understanding of the
day-to-day work that goes on behind
the scenes of county government.

Connecting Commumtles Workshop Brings Leaders Together

= _-_:*.—;,( e

HOW dO we embmce ¢ we\come new
community members § their ideas, willingness
To help, ¥ energywhile also mairtaining ovr
CU\’rura\ lden&

The Patrick County Chamber
of Commerce and Rotary Club of
Stuart participated in Rural As-
sembly’s Connecting Communi-
ties event as part of the nation-
wide Rural Everywhere initiative.
The program challenged commu-
nities to think differently about
strengthening rural places—not
by focusing on what is missing,
but by recognizing existing as-
sets, building relationships, and
intentionally creating opportuni-
ties for people to connect.

A recurring message through-
out the national program was
that thriving rural communities
are built through connection be-
fore collaboration. Strong re-
lationships between residents,
organizations, businesses, local
governments, schools, churches,
and volunteers create the foun-
dation for economic growth, civic
engagement, and improved qual-
ity of life.

During the local discussion,
participants reflected on who
serves as “community connectors”
in Patrick County and, equally
important, who was absent from
the conversation. Participants
identified a broad range of orga-
nizations and individuals who
should be more engaged in fu-
ture discussions, including coun-
ty administration, members of
the Board of Supervisors, town
council representatives, schools,

hospitals, law enforcement, social
workers, churches, volunteer or-
ganizations, park and recreation,
and community connectors from
every community. Several partici-
pants emphasized the importance
of inviting more diverse represen-
tation and encouraging open di-
alogue across organizations and
sectors.

The discussion also reinforced
several themes presented during
Rural Everywhere:

* Rural communities already
possess tremendous assets in
the form of committed citizens,
organizations, local business-
es, and volunteers.

* Cross-organizational collabo-
ration is essential to address-
ing community challenges and
identifying shared opportuni-
ties.

* Public gathering spaces, trails,
downtown activity, arts, and
community events help create
the informal interactions that
build stronger communities.

* Community leadership should
intentionally include voices
from across generations, pro-
fessions, geographic areas,
and lived experiences.

* Success depends on moving
beyond working in organiza-
tional silos toward a culture of
shared goals and mutual sup-
port.

Participants

recognized that

many of Patrick County’s orga-
nizations are already working to-
ward similar objectives but often
do so independently. Increasing
communication, sharing resourc-
es, and creating regular opportu-
nities for organizations to connect
could strengthen community-wide
impact while reducing duplication
of effort.

The workshop concluded with a
shared understanding that build-
ing stronger communities begins
with intentionally bringing people
together. By expanding participa-
tion, fostering relationships, and
creating spaces where ideas can
be exchanged, Patrick County can
continue building a more connect-
ed, resilient, and collaborative fu-
ture.

Next Steps

* Host regular cross-organiza-

tional networking events and
roundtable discussions.

* Create a shared community

resource directory for organi-
zations and volunteers. Cham-
ber of Commerce has a digital
version already on their web-
site.

Continue investing in projects
that encourage community
interaction, including trails,
public art, parks, downtown
events, and gathering spaces.
Expand outreach to organiza-
tions and community leaders
who were identified as miss-
ing from the conversation to
ensure broader representation
in future initiatives.

This workshop demonstrat-
ed that one of Patrick County’s
greatest strengths is its willing-
ness to work together. By continu-
ing to cultivate relationships and
celebrate local assets, the commu-
nity is well positioned to create
lasting partnerships that benefit
residents, businesses, nonprofits,
and visitors alike.

Arrests

(cont. from page 2)

pended license. Senior Deputy J.S.
Kendrick was the arresting officer.

*Jason Ray Ziglar, 43, address un-
available, was charged July 29 with
seven counts probation violation. Se-
nior Deputy H. Hylton was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Mariana Elizabeth Lopez, 33, of
Stuart, was charged July 30 with fail
to appear. Sgt, L.K. Carroll Jr. was
the arresting officer.

*Robert Lee Bedsaul, 42, of Mead-
ows of Dan, was charged July 18 with
one count each strangulation and as-
sault. Master Deputy E. Sain was the
arresting officer.

*Jasmine Lopez, 22, of Stuart, was
charged July 19 with assault. Senior
Deputy J.S. Kendrick was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Robert Joseph Spear, 48, of Roa-
noke, was charged July 21 with proba-
tion violation. Franklin County made
the arrest for Patrick County.

*Kenneth Russell Griffith, 36, of
Claudville, was charged July 23 with

four counts probation violation. Se-
nior Deputy B. Fields was the arrest-
ing officer.

*Mark Allen Mitchell, 64, address
unavailable, was charged July 23
with three counts probation violation.
Carroll County made the arrest for
Patrick County.

*Larry Wayne Harris, Jr., 42, of
Willis, was charged July 23 with pro-
bation violation. Sgt. J.G. Pickerel
was the arresting officer.

*Amanda Prillaman, 39, no address
available, was charged July 23 with
one count each littering and disorder-
ly conduct. Lt. D.L. Foley was the ar-
resting officer.

*Anthony Cline Bryant, 61, of Critz,
was charged July 23 with assault. Sgt.
M.T. Rorrer was the arresting officer.

*Mario Fuentes Ramirez, 54, of
Patrick Springs, was charged July
23 with drive while intoxicated and
drinking while driving or open con-
tainer. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arrest-
ing officer.
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Morgan
Griffith

Representative

The end of our schools’ summer break means
children return to school in Virginia’s Ninth
District.

A new school year represents new opportuni-
ty for students to develop friendships, connect
with fellow classmates, recount family sum-
mer vacations and more. For some, it means
changing to a new school.

Connections in school are important for a
child’s development. As the son of a school-
teacher, I like to stimulate classroom conver-
sations by visiting schools and talking with
students.

For my school visits this year, I went to
Council High School in Buchanan County,
Cornerstone Christian Academy in Washing-
ton County, Floyd County High School and
Patrick County High School.

This May, I had the privilege to address the
graduates of Thomas Walker High School in
Lee County.

These settings are opportunities for me to
engage our student populations and educate
them on the duties of lawmakers.

As a Congressman, I share my experiences
as a policymaker and as an ombudsman.

I clarify that my role as a policymaker focus-
es on matters of drafting legislation, commit-
tee debate discussing proposals, amendment
recommendations and the final votes on bills.

But what is an ombudsman?

An ombudsman is one who interfaces with

What is an ombudsman?

the federal government on behalf of others.

I act as an ombudsman for you on many oc-
casions.

Thus, my office communicates with scores of
federal agencies to address agency issues that
constituents ask us about.

These 1ssues vary by agency. But among the
matters that demand our attention include
passport requests and renewals, Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) disputes and social securi-
ty assistance.

In 2025, my office opened more than 1,175
constituent cases. Through this casework, we
worked with more than 40 federal agencies.

There are multiple ways for us to open a case
for you. An easy route is for you to give one
of my district offices a phone call and speak
with a representative in my office. Please refer
to the end of this e-newsletter to access those
phone numbers.

However, I recognize that you may prefer an
in-person alternative.

Every month, my staff travels to all corners
of Virginia’s Ninth District, which happens to
span more than 10,000 square miles.

You can view when my staff next visits your
locality by checking on my website at https://
morgangriffith.house.gov/ or my Facebook
page at Congressman Morgan Griffith.

These pages help people stay engaged on is-
sues impacting my work in Congress and on
behalf of the Ninth District.

My leadership on issues includes federal
funding for Ninth District communities.

One program that I champion at the federal
level is the Abandoned Mine Land Economic
Revitalization (AMLER) program. As the lead-
ing Virginia advocate, AMLER projects identi-
fy idle mine land property and explore poten-
tial improvements and site redevelopment.

In late 2025, I attended an AMLER check
presentation to support a nearly $2 million
project in Buchanan County. This project will

create the Southern Gap Office Park Building,
a commercial office space within Buchanan
County’s Regional Office Park. I left DC at 8:30
pm to make it to Grundy the next day because
I considered the announcement so important.

AMLER delivers millions of federal dollars
to our regions every year. With new projects
set to be announced later this year, I will con-
tinue to fight for additional AMLER opportu-
nities that benefit Virginia’s Ninth District.

A second federal program targets brown-
fields, which are properties or sites whose
redevelopment are complicated by the pres-
ence or potential presence of a hazardous sub-
stance.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Brownfields Program delivers various federal
grants to clean up these polluted sites.

When I served as Environment Subcom-
mittee Chairman earlier in the 119th Con-
gress, I held a hearing to spotlight the EPA
Brownfields Program. As part of this, I invited
Duane Miller of Scott County, who serves as
Executive Director of the LENOWISCO Plan-
ning District Commission, to testify.

Since then, the EPA Brownfields Program
continues to deliver funds for local projects in
our communities.

This June, the Mount Rogers Planning Dis-
trict Commission, Giles County and the City of
Martinsville received EPA Brownfields grants.

I believe in serving the constituents of Vir-
ginia’s Ninth District. Accordingly, my office
remains ready to help you access the support,
resources and opportunities you need from
federal agencies.

Whether I am in the classroom or in a DC
committee room, I will continue to remind peo-
ple that you can always count on my voice and
my office as a resource.

Further, if your local high school wants me
to speak to students, please have them contact
our office.

Hard Work and Generating Passive Income

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Creating passive income is lingo that you
probably have heard or thought about more
than once. Generating an ongoing flow of cash
that keeps coming is welcome by most of us.
Seminars are often held by different entities
explaining their technique for how to build a
steady stream of income. All of us need money
so it’s usually a topic of interest.

Years ago, a friend influenced me to sign
up for Amway. He was doing great things
and lived well. I signed up. That lasted may-
be a month or two. I didn’t make any money
from it but I admit I gave up quickly. Later,
I was influenced by another friend to sign up
for a telephone pyramid scheme. Supposedly,
people were making money. After about two
months, I lost interest. On another occasion,
I signed up to sell vitamins. On this occasion
someone was reporting about how it helped
people with multiple sclerosis. My wife was
very sick from the disease and I was willing to
buy or try anything that would help her. The
vitamins did not help her and I gave up on the
vitamin business.

The old adage that if it’s too good to be true
then it probably is, is accurate most of the
time. Occasionally someone wins the lottery
and occasionally someone is struck by light-
ning.

When I was 18 years old, I was working for
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a little country church. My only deacon whose
name was Harold Rice said, “Glenn, we are go-
ing to enroll you in the annuity program op-
erated by the Annuity Board of our Southern
Baptist Convention.” Today, it’s called Guide-
stone. “We are going to put six dollars a month
into your account,” he said. That contribution
probably occurred approximately 12 times. I
moved on to college. About 13 or 14 years ago
I remembered that and called to see if an ac-
count like that even existed. The account did
and it had grown to $30,000. I was shocked. A
year or so later I took the fund out and invest-
ed it into an index fund which at that time was
Ameritrade and now Schwab. The account has
grown to $90,000. Yes, I am talking about over
50 years of growth. The dividends were rein-
vested every year. The dividends from that lit-
tle fund today are an ongoing passive income.

The best way for you to develop passive in-
come is to work a job and put some money into
an Individual Retirement Account every year.
I like a Roth IRA best because once you have
paid tax on it and invest it into the Roth then

it will generate income that you never have to
pay tax on again.

At age 25, if you will start putting $5,000 in
a Roth IRA every year until you are 60 your
fund could easily total ABOUT $1.2 million. At
the young age of 60 that account could easi-
ly produce $12,000 or more of income for you.
This is really passive income. Then, you can
keep working or play golf every day.

Nothing is free and easy but you don’t have
to make a huge sum of money to put $5,000 a
year into a Roth TRA. You may have to skip
eating out some or pass on a few vacations.
You might have to drive an old car longer and
avoid credit card purchases. Any sacrifice you
make will be worth it later in life.

Dr. Glenn Mollette is the author of 15 books.
He is a graduate of Georgetown College, South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville
Kentucky, Lexington Theological Seminary,
Lexington, Kentucky, and is the founder of
Newburgh Theological Seminary, Newburgh,
Indiana. His column is published in over 600
media outlets nationally.

Is “Bed Rot” Changing Your Brain? Part 2

Plot twist: willpower is the wrong hero.

If bed rot has gone automatic, that’s not a
personal failing; it’s habit-formation doing its
job a little too well. Habits latch onto reliable
cues: the bed, the couch, the phone lying six
inches from your face. Trying to beat a cue
with raw discipline is like trying to out-stub-
born gravity. The cheat code is to change
the cue so the better choice becomes the lazy
choice.

The reset: make the habit annoying, make
the good stuff easy

You don’t need a monk retreat. You need
to add a little friction to the habit and delete
the friction from the alternative. Steal these
swaps:

+  Bedtime — charge your phone in anoth-
er room. If it’s not in reach, it’s not the
last thing you touch (or the first).

+  Wake-up — chase sunlight before screen
light. Anchor your rhythm before the
feed hijacks it.

*  Boredom — drink water, read a few pag-
es, or, wild idea, just be bored. Boredom
is where creativity sneaks in.

+ Tired or wired — grab a journal and
dump your thoughts on paper instead of
into the algorithm.

+  Backup — let an app blocker or screen-

time limit be the bouncer between you
and the habit.

Give your brain a new game to win

The habit stuck because it paid you. So the
reset needs a paycheck too. Make your wins
visible: every time you beat the urge to scroll,
drop a paper clip in a jar. Set a tiny daily goal,
resist the urge ten times, and at the end of
the week, cash in for something you actually
want: a movie, a great dinner, a small treat.
Watching that jar fill up gives your brain the
little “yes!” it was chasing on the feed, minus
the 90-minute detour.

Because you're not just quitting a habit.
You're handing your brain a brand-new re-
ward loop, one built on rest, focus, and con-
trol instead of the infinite swipe. Same crav-
ing for a win. Way better prize.

Note: For references, see the article
posted at www.LifeandHealth.org.

This article is for general education, not
medical advice. If screen habits are serious-
ly wrecking your sleep, mood, or day-to-day
life, it’s worth talking with a qualified health
professional.

(Submitted by betty Dean. Written by Ezra
Otieno, MPH. Used by permission from wwuw.
LifeandHealth.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring -
Resources for Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NET



ME OF THE PEOPLE SINCE 1876 - APART OF PATRICK COUNTY'S HERITAGE

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 - 5

Patrick Pioneers

Harley Mack Cassell Sr. and Jr. and Amos Cassell

By Beverly Belcher Woody

There are some family stories in which history
seems almost impossibly cruel in its repetition.

For the Cassell family, war brought that repe-
tition across two generations. During World War
II, brothers Harley Mack Cassell Sr. and Amos
Cassell were both held prisoner by Nazi Germa-
ny. More than two decades later, Harley would
experience a parent’s worst fear when his own
son, Harley Mack Cassell Jr., serving during the
Vietnam War, was captured and held for months
in Cambodia.

It 1s difficult to imagine one family enduring
such an ordeal once. The Cassells endured it
twice.

Amos Cassell was born October 2, 1923.
During World War II, he served in the United
States Army, enlisting on February 26, 1943.

Less than a year later, his family received the
message every wartime parent dreaded.

On March 13, 1944, a government message
from Washington, D.C., informed his mother:

“The Secretary of War desires me to express
his deep regrets that your son Pvt. Amos Cas-
sell has been reported missing in action since
21 January in Italy. If further details or other
information are received, you will be promptly
notified.”

The uncertainty surrounding Amos was espe-
cially agonizing because his brother, Pvt. Harley
Cassell, was already a prisoner of war in Ger-
many.

The March 30, 1944, edition of the Enterprise
carried the alarming headline:

TWO PATRICK BROTHERS HELD PRIS-
ONERS BY NAZI GOVT.

SON MISSING

Mrs. Roxie Cassell of Patrick Springs had
been notified through the International Red
Cross that Amos was being held as a prisoner
of war by the German government. According to
the newspaper, another son, Pvt. Harley Cas-
sell, had been in a German prison camp since
February 14, 1943.

The Red Cross informed Mrs. Cassell that a
letter confirming Amos’s whereabouts would
soon arrive from the Provost Marshal.

Meanwhile, she had received a number of com-
munications from Harley. He wrote that several
of her letters and packages had reached him. De-
spite being a prisoner himself, Harley included
a request that spoke volumes about the impor-
tance of the Red Cross to American servicemen
held overseas: he asked his mother to be good
to the Red Cross because they had been good to
him.

For one Patrick County mother, there was now
the almost unimaginable reality of having two
sons held prisoner by Nazi Germany at the same
time.

Months later, there was finally encouraging
news about Amos.

The September 14, 1944, edition of the Dan-
ville Register and Bee reported:

Pvt. Amos Cassell Returning Aboard Grip-
sholm; Due Home by Oct. 1

Amos, an infantryman and son of Mrs. Rox-
ie A. Cassell of Patrick Springs, was identified
as an exchange prisoner of war of Germany who
was expected to arrive in the continental United
States sometime late that month.

Remarkably, he was the only Virginian among
233 exchanged Army men being returned aboard
the Gripsholm.

The MS Gripsholm was a Swedish passenger
ship used as a neutral vessel during World War
IT to exchange prisoners of war and civilian in-
ternees between the Allied and Axis powers.

For the Cassell family, Amos’s return meant

one son was finally coming home.

But Harley remained behind.

The family would wait until the spring of 1945
for the news they had prayed to receive.

The May 23, 1945, Danville Register and Bee
announced:

Pvt. Harley Cassell Freed From Nazis; Prison-
er 2% Years

It was the first word received from Pvt. Har-
ley H. Cassell since a letter he had written from
a German prisoner-of-war camp on October 25,
1944.

Harley wrote his sister, Mrs. C. J. Clifton of
702 Kemper Road, Danville, VA that he had been
liberated on April 21 and was headed home.

The newspaper identified Pvt. Cassell and re-
ported that he had been a German prisoner for
thirty months after being captured during the
North African campaign on February 7, 1943.

His words to his sister captured both the joy
of freedom and the deprivation he had endured:

“'m a free man now after so long a wait. I
am OK in every way except starved. Chow and
white bread sure taste good.”

Harley was waiting for a plane to carry him
back to the United States.

The following day, May 24, 1945, the Enter-
prise brought the news closer to home, reporting
that Mr. and Mrs. Billie Cassell had received a
letter from their liberated son, Pvt. Harley Cas-
sell.

The Enterprise reported that Harley had been
a prisoner of Germany since February 14, 1943,
and that the last letter his parents had received
from him was dated December 9, 1944.

Now, at last, he wrote that he was en route
home by plane.

The war that had taken two Cassell brothers
into enemy captivity was finally releasing its
grip upon their family.

But history had one more astonishing chapter
waiting for the Cassell family.

Can you imagine surviving a Nazl prison-
er-of-war camp, returning home, marrying and
raising a family—and then learning that your
own son had been captured during another war?

More than twenty-five years after Harley’s
capture in North Africa, his son, Harley Mack
Cassell Jr., was serving his country during the
Vietnam War.

And once again, the Cassell family waited for
a prisoner of war to come home.

The August 23, 1968, Danville Register & Bee
reported that Mrs. Lucille Murphy Cassell was
optimistic about her son’s eventual release from
Cambodia after speaking with Oklahoma Con-
gressman Victor Wickersham, who was working
to secure the freedom of Harley Mack Cassell Jr.
and ten other American soldiers.

The soldiers had been taken prisoner the pre-
vious month after their patrol boat strayed into
Cambodian territory while on a mission in Viet-
nam.

Mrs. Cassell, then of 405 Chatlaine Avenue,
Danville, VA said she was pleased with Con-
gressman Wickersham’s handling of the case
and had spoken with him by telephone the pre-
vious afternoon.

Harley Jr. was twenty-one years old and a spe-
cialist four in the United States Army. He had
been assigned to the patrol boat as a seaman.

The boat departed Cong Tam, a base near the
Mekong Delta city of My Tho, on July 15. Its des-
tination was Binh Thuy, another base just up-
river from Can Tho, the largest city in the delta.

The journey up the Mekong and Bassac Rivers
and across a major canal should have taken two
days.

The boat never arrived on the night of July 17.

TWO PATRICK BROTHERS HELD
PRISONERS BY NAZI GOVT.

Mrs. Roxie (Cassell of Paitrick
Springs has been notified through
the International Red Cross that
another of her sons, Amos Cassell,
is being held a prisoner of war by
the German Govt. A second son
of Mrs. Cassell, Pvt. Harley Cassell,
has been in a German prison camp
sil:'c‘s Fab., 1’:1, 1948,
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It was later disclosed that the vessel had been
seized by Cambodia. The United States govern-
ment apologized to the Cambodian government
for what it described as a “navigational error.”

For Lucille Cassell and her family, the waiting
began.

She had not heard from her son since his cap-
ture.

Harley Mack Cassell Jr. was a native of Dan-
ville and had gone to Vietnam on February 1.

He had attended George Washington and
Dan River High Schools and completed his high
school education after entering military service
on December 12, 1966.

Before being drafted, he had worked at the
Porter-Disston plant.

Harley Jr. had one brother, Curtis Lee Cas-
sell, seventeen, who was living at home, and one
sister, Mrs. Patricia Ann Mills of Danville.

While government officials and elected repre-
sentatives worked toward the men’s release, the
Cassell family could do little but hope, pray, and
wait.

Harley Sr. knew better than most what his son
was experiencing.

He had once been the young soldier held cap-
tive in a foreign land, separated from everyone
he loved and wondering when—or whether—he
would see home again.

Now he was the father waiting for his son.

Just before Christmas 1968, the waiting end-
ed.

The December 23 edition of The Bee report-
ed that a young Danville soldier had returned
home after six months in an Asian prison camp.

Twenty-two-year-old Harley Cassell Jr.,
dressed in uniform and noticeably thinner than
when he had left home, stepped from a bus in
Danville at 12:56 a.m.

After six months of captivity in Cambodia, he
was home.

Waiting for him were his family, a houseful of
friends, a celebration—and something that must
have seemed wonderfully ordinary after months
as a prisoner: the opportunity to sleep in his own
bed.

His mother, identified in the article as Mrs.
Harley F. Cassell of 504 Chatelaine Avenue, said
her son appeared none the worse for his months
in captivity except for his weight loss. Harley
had weighed approximately 175 pounds at the
beginning of the ordeal but only 158 pounds
when he was released.

Much of the weight loss was attributed to his
diet, which consisted primarily of the tradition-
al Cambodian foods of fish and rice. Harley said
the meals were not particularly agreeable to the
captive Americans.

Conditions improved after the first month
when Australians began sending food.

The greater enemy then became monotony.

The soldiers were permitted to play volleyball

(See Patrick Pioneers on p. 7)

By Russell Gloor, AMAC Foundation
Social Security Advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty — Is the Medicare Part B Pre-
mium a Percentage of our Social Security
Amount?

Dear Rusty: I have a simple question: Is the
amount we pay for Medicare Part B premium
a percent of our Social Security amount we re-
ceive? Signed: Curious

Dear Curious: Your Medicare Part B premi-
um 1s not based on a percentage of your monthly
Social Security benefit amount. Medicare Part
B premiums are set in October of each year
by CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services) and are based upon anticipated total
costs of the Medicare program in the forthcom-
ing year. Generally speaking, Medicare Part B
enrollee premiums are expected to offset about
25% of CMS’ anticipated total Medicare Part
B costs; the rest Is borne by the Federal Gov-
ernment. So, when CMS estimates Medicare
program costs for the upcoming year, they also
look at the number of anticipated Part B enroll-
ees. They then divide 25% of total anticipated
Part B program costs by the number of expect-
ed Part B enrollees, resulting in the “standard”
Medicare Part B premium for next year. For
2026, the standard Part B premium amount is
$202.90. The standard premium for 2027 will
be announced in October 2026 and will likely be

Social Security Matters

different.

It’s important to understand also that not ev-
eryone pays the “standard” Part B premium.
Some lower income seniors may pay less be-
cause of the so-called “hold harmless provision,”
and some higher income folks may pay more
than the “standard” monthly Part B premium
because of a provision called “TRMAA.”

The “hold harmless provision” says that
monthly Social Security benefits cannot de-
crease as a result of a Medicare premium in-
crease, so if the annual SS COLA (cost of living
adjustment) is insufficient to offset any increase
to the standard Part B premium, then the SS
beneficiary may pay a smaller Part B premium
amount so that their SS benefit doesn’t decrease
(note there are exceptions to this rule).

Conversely, those with a higher “provisional
income” (an IRS definition), may pay more than
the standard Medicare Part B premium. That’s
because of a provision known as “IRMAA” (In-
come-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount),
which adds a supplemental amount on top of
the standard Medicare Part B premium. IR-
MAA supplement amounts are determined us-
ing a sliding scale to define the required higher
Part B premium for each income level category,
and IRMAA will cause the Part B premium to be
more than the standard premium amount. For
those with exceptionally high incomes, the Part
B premium can be as much as $690 per month.

FYI, income reported to the IRS two years ago

is used to determine if an individual is subject
to IRMAA for the forthcoming year. The reason
for this is timing: when next year’s Part B pre-
mium is determined in October of each current
year, the IRS has processed all tax returns for
the preceding year but doesn’t yet have indi-
vidual income for the current year. Thus, they
must use a person’s income from October of the
preceding year to determine who will pay the
standard Part B premium next year, and who
will pay a higher IRMAA amount.

And just to complete this picture, you should
be aware that IRMAA also applies to Medicare
Part D premiums. And that means that those
with higher incomes who are affected by IRMAA
for Part B will also pay a higher Medicare Part
D premium. (Medicare Part D is private insur-
ance coverage for prescription drugs). But none
of this is related to your Social Security benefit
amount.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org).
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Martlnez—TeJeda to Play Baseball at P&KHCC

In attendance for the signing: Front row (l-r) Father Alejandro Martinez, Brother Erik Martinez-Tejeda, Mother Ana Tejeda
Martinez, Back row (I-r) PCHS Coach Sonny Swails, PCHS Coach Tal Swails, Brother Reyli Martinez-Tejeda, PCHS JV Coach Scott
Errichetti, Brother lan Martinez-Tejeda, PCHS Michael Hall, Virginia Braves Coach Mike Gregory.
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Patriot.

By Ashlee Mullis

Patrick County High School graduate,
Erik Martinez-Tejeda, signed to continue
his baseball career as a Patrick & Henry

Tatum said, “Playing at the collegiate lev-
el has always been my dream since a very
young age. I began playing at the age of three
locally on rec teams and then played Dixie
Youth baseball. I fell in love with the game
when I began playing travel baseball with
the Virginia Braves, a local organization. |
have always played the position of catcher.
Baseball has always been my number one
sport through the years. Being an athlete
has taught me character, the importance of
teamwork, work ethic, and leadership. I am
thankful for all the support and encourage-
) ment from all my coaches with the Virgin-
ia Braves and Patrick County High School,
' my family and teammates. Most important-
ly none of this would be possible without
my Lord. Psalm 28:7 says, “The Lord is my
strength and my shield, my heart trusts in
him, and he helps me.

2

Fundraiser underway locally
for Ronald McDonald House

By Sandra Heath, Patrick
County Farm Bureau

Patrick County Farm Bureau is
collecting pop tabs for the Ronald
McDonald House, Southwest Vir-
ginia. Save your pop tabs and drop
them off at the Patrick County
Farm Bureau office in Stuart, locat-
ed across from Hardee’s.

Aluminum tabs from soda cans,
sparkling water cans, soups cans,
pet food cans, energy drinks, and

other aluminum containers can be
donated. If the tab is aluminum, it
can be recycled.

Together, these small tabs make
a big difference by helping support
families staying at the house while
their children receive medical care.

Thank you for helping us care
for our neighbors, one pop tab at a
time. Contact Sadie Perry Brown or
Amber Lawless for more informa-
tion at 276-694-7108.

Rotary launches shoe drive
for Alzheimer’s research

The Rotary Club of Stuart is
conducting a shoe drive fundrais-
er from August 15, 2026 through
October 31, 2026 to raise funds for
CART. The Rotary Club of Stuart
will earn funds based on the total
weight of the pairs of gently worn,
used and new shoes collected, as
Funds20rgs will issue a check for
the collected shoes. Those dollars
will directly benefit CART. Any-
one can help by donating gently
worn, used and new shoes at:

Town Office of Stuart, 100 Pat-
rick Avenue, Stuart

Patrick County Library, 116 W.
Blue Ridge Street, Stuart

Tony’s Pizza & Pub, 402 Patrick
Avenue, Stuart

More collection sites to be add-
ed. Check the Rotary Club Of Stu-
art Facebook page for details

All donated shoes will then be
redistributed throughout the
Funds20rgs network of micro-en-
terprise (small business) part-
ners. Funds20rgs works with
micro-entrepreneurs in helping
them create, maintain and grow
small businesses in developing
countries where economic oppor-
tunity and jobs are limited. Pro-
ceeds from the shoes collected in
shoe drive fundraisers are then
used to feed, clothe and house
their families.

“We are excited about our shoe
drive,” said Amy Nash, CART
Chair for Rotary Club of Stuart.
“We know that most people have
unworn shoes in their closets and
by donating to our shoe drive, we
raise money for CART, and we
have the chance to help families
in developing nations who need
economic opportunities. It’s a
win-win for everyone.”

By donating gently worn, used
and new shoes to the Rotary Club
of Stuart, the shoes will be given
a second chance and make a dif-
ference in people’s lives around
the world.

Rotary is an international net-
work of over 1.4 million people
who see a world where people
unite and take action to create
lasting change across the globe.
The Stuart Rotary Club, https://
stuartrotary.com/, is one of
46,000 clubs worldwide and we
are very active group of communi-
ty members and business leaders
who focus on service above self
by making a positive difference
in our community. CART (Coins
for Alzheimer’s Research Trust)
is a 501(c)3 organization founded
in 1995 by fellow Rotarian, Rog-
er Ackerman. Every penny raised
goes directly to research on Alz-
heimer’s Disease.

Race Report: Iowa Speedway

By Wood Brothers Racing

Josh Berry and the No. 21
Menards/Masterforce Tools team
turned a fast Ford Mustang Dark
Horse and a late two-tire strate-
gy call into a fourth-place finish in
Sunday’s Iowa Corn 350 at Iowa
Speedway.

The result marked Berry’s first
top-five finish of the season and the
seventh of his NASCAR Cup Se-
ries career. It also gave him back-
to-back top-10 finishes following a
seventh-place run at Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and marked his
fourth top-10 of 2026.

Berry started the 350-lap race
from 13th on the 0.875-mile Iowa
oval and quickly began working his
way forward. He cracked the top
10 within the opening five laps and
remained in contention there for
much of Stage 1 before finishing the
segment in 11th place.

After restarting 12th for Stage 2,
Berry again worked his way into
the top 10 and spent much of the
Stage racing inside or just outside
that group before taking the green-
and-white checkered flag in 11th.

Berry lined up 14th to begin the
final stage and once again steadi-
ly worked his way forward. As the
field began cycling through its final
round of green-flag pit stops, he
climbed as high as second before
making his final stop with 53 laps
remaining.

Crew chief Miles Stanley made
the call for two tires, positioning
Berry and the No. 21 team to cap-

italize on track position during the
closing run. Berry returned to the
track in 14th and moved into fourth
as the remainder of the field com-
pleted its stops.

Despite having only two fresh
tires against several competitors
on four, Berry maintained his posi-
tion over the final laps to bring the
Menards/Masterforce Tools Ford
home fourth.

“We had a really solid day,” Berry
told reporters after the race. “The
car was great.”

Berry said the No. 21 showed
plenty of speed during Saturday’s
practice session, even though the
team wasn’t able to fully capitalize
on it in qualifying.

“I feel like everybody on the 21
car did a really good job all week-
end,” Berry said. “We just unloaded
good and definitely had great long-
run pace throughout the race. We
just needed it to run long enough to
show it, and we were finally able to
do that and overcome a lot of things.

“It makes it easy when your cars
drive like they did this weekend,
and we've just got to keep pushing.
I think we’ve got a lot of good tracks
coming up. I'm excited to get to
Richmond next week and keep go-
ing after these good finishes.”

Berry and the Wood Brothers
Racing team will look to carry the
momentum of consecutive top-
10 finishes to another short track
when the Cup Series heads to Rich-
mond Raceway for Saturday night’s
Cook Out 400.

Federal grant boosts services

Virginia will receive more than
$5.28 million in federal funding to
strengthen services for survivors
of sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence, U.S. Sens. Mark Warner and
Tim Kaine announced.

The funding, awarded to the Vir-
ginia Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services, includes nearly $4.27
million through the STOP Violence
Against Women Formula Grant

for assault survivors

Program to support law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, courts and vic-
tim services, and more than $1.01
million through the Sexual Assault
Services Formula Program to assist
rape crisis centers and other non-
profit organizations serving survi-
vors. The grants are intended to im-
prove victim protection, strengthen
prosecution efforts and expand ser-
vices for victims and their families.

THANK YoU FOR READING THE ENTERPRISE
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My Patriot Ancestor

Editor’s Note: The Enterprise is pleased to partner with the Colonel Abram Penn Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution to present My Patriot Ancestor, an ongoing series
highlighting Revolutionary War patriots through the stories of local DAR members and their families.

By Beth Wood Witt and Ann
Robertson McConnell

Last week we mentioned the
hardships soldiers faced in the
American Revolution and nowhere
are those hardships more evident
than in December of 1777 when
George Washington moved the
Continental Army to Valley Forge.
The army camped at Valley Forge
consisted of as many as 12,000 Con-
tinentals, as well as smaller num-
bers of African Americans and Na-
tive American soldiers. A number
of women and children, including
officers’ wives, were also present at
Valley Forge, having joined their
husbands or family members in
the encampment. Soldiers worked

together to build huts for shelter,
but unsanitary conditions, and
shortages of food, shoes, clothes
and blankets contributed to the
disease and exhaustion which con-
tinually plagued the camp. Joshua
Tasherway Tuggle fought in the
Revolutionary War and was among
the troops that spent the winter at
Valley Forge. Tuggle is the Patri-
ot Ancestor of DAR member Beth
Wood Witt.

According to Virginia and Lewis
Pedigo’s book, History of Patrick
and Henry Counties, Virginia,
written in 1933, “the Tuggles first
emigrated to the colonies in 1614,
only seven years after the founding
of Jamestown Colony. The Tuggle

Patrick Pioneers

(cont. from page 5)

for two hours during the afternoon.
Otherwise, Harley recalled, there
was little to do except play cards
and read books.

Perhaps one of the most strik-
ing details of his account was that
the Americans did not even realize
they had entered Cambodia when
they were captured.

“We didn’t know where we were,”
Harley explained. “Nobody was
suspecting anything.”

The Cambodians fired upon them
as a warning before a boat came
out to meet them.

The captured Americans were
taken to a Cambodian naval train-
ing center, where they were ques-
tioned intermittently during their
first week of captivity.

After that, their days became
a familiar routine to prisoners
throughout history.

They hoped.

And they waited.

Amos and Harley Mack Cassell
were two of the ten sons and two
daughters born to William “Willie”
Abraham Cassell and Roxie Anna
Campbell Cassell. Their large
family included Mary Lucy Cas-
sell Clifton (1898-1991); Willie M.
Cassell (born 1899); Annie Susan
Cassell Doss (1901-1968); Carter
Cassell (1903—-1995); Lemly Char-
lie Cassell (1908-1997); Thomas
Jefferson Cassell (1909-1975);
Robert James Cassell (1910-2000);
Roy Larkin Cassell (1914-2001);
Claude Otis Cassell (1916-1997);
Harley Mack Cassell (1920-1994);
Amos Cassell (1923-2002); and
John David Cassell (1925-2003).

The Cassell family’s roots in the

area extended back further gener-
ations. Willie Cassell was the son
of John Robert H. Cassell (1856—
1948) and Druscilla Ruth Spencer
Cassell (1859-1939). Roxie Anna
Campbell Cassell was the daugh-
ter of John Campbell and Missouri
Campbell (1850-1928).

History 1is often told through
battles, campaigns, treaties, and
dates, but its true weight is car-
ried by families. It is found in
mothers waiting for word of miss-
ing sons, in letters traveling thou-
sands of miles from prison camps,
in brothers separated by war, and
in fathers who understand all too
well what their captured sons are
enduring.

For the Cassell family, two gen-
erations knew the uncertainty of
captivity and the long wait for free-
dom. Yet their remarkable story is
ultimately not simply one of war or
imprisonment.

It is a story of survival.

It is a story of homecoming.

And it is a story worthy of re-
membrance among our Patrick Pi-
oneers.

Sources include the Enterprise,
Volume 68, Number 13, March
30, 1944; the Danville Register
and Bee, September 14, 1944; the
Danville Register and Bee, May
23, 1945; the Enterprise, Volume
69, Number 20, May 24, 1945; the
Danville Register & Bee, August
23, 1968; and The Bee, December
23, 1968.

For questions, comments, or sto-
ry ideas, Woody may be reached
at rockcastlecreekl@gmail.com or
276-692-9626.

men were listed as lawyers, plant-
ers, teachers, preachers and sur-
veyors.” dJoshua Tuggle and his
cousins, father and son, John and
Reverend Henry Tuggle arrived in
Patrick County after the Revolu-
tionary War. Joshua was in Captain
Samuel Cabell’s Company of 6th
Virginia Reg. of Foot, commanded
by Lt. Col. James Hendricks. Lit.
Col and Deputy General, Samuel
Cabell writes of Tuggle, “I do cer-
tify that Joshua Tuggle served as a
soldier in the 6th and 19th Virginia
Regiments from March 4, 1776 to
November 23, 1779, during which
time he acted as a brave, faithful
and intrepid soldier,...”

Joshua married Elizabeth Pace
at St James Northam Parish in
Goochland County in 1780. They
had at least twelve children. They
lived in several counties of Virgin-
ia during their marriage: Fluvana,
Louisa, and Albermarle. In 1807
they moved their family to Patrick
County where they had purchased
four hundred acres on Rock Castle
Creek from his cousin Reverend

Henry Tuggle. Elizabeth died “af-
ter1810” and Joshua died in 1818.
They are believed to be buried on
what was the family’s property at
the time in Patrick County.

Information for this article is
from ”"History of Patrick and Henry
Counties, Virginia,” the Library of
Virginia, DAR Records, Wikipedia
and the authors’ records.

Everyone has a story. Let us help
you tell yours. Any woman 18 years
or older, regardless of race, reli-
gion or ethnic background, who can
prove lineal descent from a patriot
of the American Revolution is eli-
gible for membership. NSDAR is a
non-profit, non-political volunteer
women’s service organization. Help
researching and proving you lin-
eage can be provided by the Colonel
Abram Penn Chapter by contacting
Ann Robertson McConnell at nam-
mcconnell@yahoo.com.

Members of the Colonel Abram
Penn Chapter will be at the Patrick
County Library each Thursday in
August from 4 to 5 p.m. to help with
genealogy searches.

Tri-Area

(cont. from page 1)

on this since February to get every-
thing planned and implemented,
and we're just really excited to get
open as soon as we can,” Hylton
said.

Parents can schedule appoint-
ments for their students by going
to Tri-Area Community Health’s
website and selecting Patrick Coun-
ty Schools from the School Clinics
dropdown list.

“They can register in advance if
they would like to go ahead and get
that done in the event that their
child needs to use the clinic, or they
can wait until the need arises and
go online and register that day,
the same day as the appointment,”
Hylton said.

Paper copies of the registra-
tion form will also be available
from school nurses and principals,
Hylton said.

“If they're already a Tri-Area pa-
tient there still is an additional con-

sent form just because the school
clinic is not the same as the big
clinic, so even currently Tri-Area
patients need to register with our
school clinic,” Hylton said.

The school-based clinic i1s not a
free clinic, and insurance, including
Medicaid, will be billed.

“If someone does not have insur-
ance they can apply for our sliding
scale fee, and that is a reduced rate
for uninsured patients. Tri-Area is
a federally qualified healthcare cen-
ter and we don’t turn people away
based on their insurance status.
We don’t collect payments from stu-
dents, but we will bill in the mail
or payments can be made online
through the patient portal or over
the phone,” Hylton said, adding
that payment plans can also be set
up.

For more information, visit
Tri-Area Community Health’s web-
site or call 540-365-4469.
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“We appreciate the conﬁdence you have
shown in us for over 60 years.”

202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA

Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager

* Horse Feed

* Chicken Feed

* Beef Grower Feeds
* Corn Gluten Pellets

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK

OF

Small,
Medium
* Sheep & Goat Feed and Large
. size chairs
I(-:Ialyf lsstre;Cher available
e Lall ree
* Soyhull Pellets

Whole Beef Hamburger

HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

$5.75/b.

Mark Pendleton

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Jason Pendleton

HUGE SELECTION
LIFT CHAIRS

IVERSIDE FURNITURE

1580 GREENSBORO ROAD | MARTINSVILLE, VA

276.632.1286

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm - Saturday 9 am - 2 pm

Starting at

oNLY I THERTRES:
AUGUST 2026

1-3-5-7-9

1-4-7-9:15

1-3-5-7-9 1-3-5-7-9 276-656-3456

near Walmart

ICE CREAM MAN
7-9PM
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Raymond Lester Thomas

Mr. Raymond Les-
ter Thomas, age 85
of Meadows of Dan,
Virginia, passed away
on Sunday, August 2,
2026, at Forsyth Med-
ical Center in Winston
Salem, North Car-
olina. He was born
in Patrick County
on June 26, 1941, to
the late Posey Les-
ter Thomas and Mary
Rotenberry Thom-
as. In addition to
his parents, he was
preceded in death by
his wife, Beverly Ann
Thomas; a daughter,
Lisa Thomas Brumm,
and two sisters, June
Thomas Morris and
Nancy Thomas Hook-
er. Ray retired from
Ford Motor Company
after many years of
service. He was ac-
tive in his church and
the jail ministry. He
loved studying his Bi-

ble, auto racing, foot-
ball, hunting, trav-
eling, spending time
with his family, and
most of all, leading
people to the Lord.
Ray is survived by
his son Duane Thomas
(Maricely Hernandez)
of Roanoke, VA; two
grandchildren, Kaila
Lubiarz and Nick Lu-
biarz; two brothers,

Roy Thomas and Bob-
by Thomas, both of
Martinsville, VA; five
nephews, Ken Morris,
David Morris, Justin
Thomas, Jason Thom-
as, and Michael Hook-
er; and caregiver,
Jeannette Atkins of
Meadows of Dan, VA.
The graveside ser-
vice for Mr. Thomas
will be held on Satur-
day, August 8, 2026,
at 1:00 p.m. in the
George Lee Thomas
Family Cemetery lo-
cated at 6918 Jeb Stu-
art Highway, Mead-
ows of Dan, VA 24120,
with Pastor Shawn
Carter officiating.
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart has been
entrusted with the
arrangements and on-
line condolences may
be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Michael James Jarecke

Michael James Jar-
ecke, age 61 of Stuart,
passed away Wednes-
day, August 5, 2026
at his home. He was
born in Rochester, New
York on June 5, 1965
to the late Merle Roy
Jarecke and Sandra
Jean Wilkinson Bailey.
In addition to his par-
ents, Mr. Jarecke was
preceded in death by
a grandmother, Marie
Milanette.

Mike will be remem-
bered as a man whose
love, laughter, and
unwavering devotion
touched everyone for-
tunate enough to know
him. For 36 years, he
was the steadfast part-
ner and best friend to
his wife, Lisa, always
planning the next
project or adventure
and bringing joy to
everyday life with his
quick wit and conta-
gious laughter. He had
a remarkable ability
to make others smile,
and his sense of humor
was one of his greatest
gifts.

Music was a constant
companion in Mike’s
life. It was rare to see
him without earbuds
in his ears and his foot
tapping along to the
beat. He also loved to
travel, especially to the
beach and on cruises,
where he created trea-
sured memories with
those he loved most.

Above all else, Mike’s
greatest passion was
his family. He loved
them deeply and de-
voted himself to their
happiness and well-be-
ing. His second calling
was serving others as
a paramedic, a profes-
sion that was far more
than a career—it was a
lifelong commitment.
Medicine was his pas-

sion, and he continual-
ly studied, learned, and
shared his knowledge.
He could spend hours
talking with fellow
EMTs and paramed-
ics, exchanging stories
and experiences. Every
patient he cared for
received his full atten-
tion, compassion, and
empathy, making each
person feel they were
the only one who mat-
tered in that moment.

Mike also served
his country with great
pride as a Corpsman
in the United States
Navy alongside the
United States Marine
Corps.  Affectionate-
ly known as “Doc,” he
treasured his service
and the lifelong bonds
it created. Having com-
pleted both Navy and
Marine Corps training,
he proudly embraced
both identities. His
love for his country,
the military, and serv-
ing his community re-
mained a defining part
of who he was through-
out his life.

Mike’s legacy is one
of love, service, kind-
ness, and dedication.
He was a devoted hus-
band, loving father,
cherished son, caring
brother, loyal friend,
proud veteran, and

compassionate para-
medic. He leaves be-
hind countless mem-
ories, 1mmeasurable
love, and an example
of selfless service that
will continue to inspire
all who knew him.

Mr. Jarecke is sur-
vived by his wife, Lisa
Lou McAlexander-Jar-
ecke; a son, James
Douglas Jarecke (Kelly
Dalton); a daughter,
Danielle Renee dJare-
cke; a brother, Mark
Bailey; an uncle, Alan
Milanette (Brenda);
his father-in-law and
mother-in-law,  Glen
and Ruby McAlexan-
der; a sister-in-law,
Susan Wrenn (Ryan);
a niece, Rylee Wrenn; a
nephew, Dylan Wrenn;
and his German Shep-
herd dog, Luna.

A memorial service
for Mr. Jarecke will be
held Sunday, August
16, 2026 at 3:00 P.M.
at Sycamore Baptist
Church with Pastor
Jeff Harris officiating.
The family will re-
ceive friends one hour
prior to the service at
the church. Military
rites will be conducted
by the Patrick Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial
Honor Guard. Burial
will be private. In lieu
of flowers, memorial
donations may be made
to Smith River Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 122,
Woolwine, Virginia
24185 or the Patrick
County Veterans Me-
morial Honor Guard,
c/o Richard Cox, 7888
Woolwine Hwy., Wool-
wine, Virginia 24185.
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart is handling
the arrangements,
and online condolences
may be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

James Randolph Mitchell Jr. (“Jimi”)

James Randolph
Mitchell Jr. (“Jimi”),
78, of Stuart, Virgin-
ia, passed away on
August 2, 2026, at
Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection. Jimi lived
a life rooted in love,
creativity, and quiet
strength. He shared
60 devoted years with
his wife, Mary Lee
Whitten, and togeth-
er they built a home
filled with laughter,
hard work, and deep
family pride.

He was a devoted fa-
ther to Matthew Whit-
ten Mitchell, a loving
grandfather to Karath-
ena Fallon, Genevieve
Skye, Clariti Alei, and
Maisley Grace, and a
proud great grandfa-
ther to Kolten McCoy
Preston. He was pre-
ceded in death by his
sister, Nancy Lindsey,
and his parents, Sue
Hylton Mitchell and
Randolph Mitchell.
Family meant every-
thing to him, and he
carried that devotion
into every part of his
life.

A lifelong educator,

Jimi spent his career
teaching art to ele-

mentary students,
bringing joy and imag-
ination into the class-
room. His humor, pa-
tience, and ability to
make every child feel
seen became the lega-
cy he was most proud
of. He earned degrees
in Art Education from

Radford University
and East Carolina
University, and he

poured his heart into
the work he loved.
Jimi and Mary Lee
spent eight summers
running Mé&J Riding
Stables at Fairystone
State Park, forming
friendships and mem-
ories that lasted de-

cades. After retiring,
they embraced a new
adventure and spent
twelve years living
in Puntarenas, Cos-
ta Rica, where they
enjoyed the beauty,
culture, and pace of
life that suited their
adventurous  spirits.
Their farm in Stuart,
which they've owned
since Jimi graduated
in 1970, remained one
of his greatest joys.

Jimi will be missed
by all those who knew
him. Living a full, ad-
venturous life, he had
a special manner of
accepting life’s trials
and Dblessings. His
gentle spirit, creativ-
ity, and quiet resil-
ience touched every-
one around him.

In keeping with
Jimi’s wishes, no vis-
itation will be held. A
celebration of life will
take place at a later
date. Moody Funeral
Home in Stuart is as-
sisting the family and
online condolences
may be sent by visit-
ing www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Barbara Joyce “Bobbie” Bowman Clement

Mrs. Barbara Joyce
“Bobbie” Bowman
Clement, 93, of Ara-
rat, VA, passed away
peacefully on Sun-
day, August 9, 2026,
at Surry Communi-
ty Health Center by
Harborview, following
several months of de-
clining health. Mrs.
Clement was born
March 1, 1933, in Sur-
ry County, the daugh-
ter of the late Elmer
Roosevelt and Nellie
Lee Wilson Bowman.
She will be remem-
bered as living a life
filled with love and
kindness for her fam-
ily, friends, church
family, and commu-
nity. Mrs. Clement
was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Presbyteri-
an Church USA and
taught Sunday school
for many years. Bob-
bie was also a found-
ing member of the
Patrick County His-
torical Society. As a
member of the Pat-
rick County Dbicen-
tennial celebration
committee, she trav-
eled to many places
and homes to secure
photographs of people
and events represent-
ing Patrick County’s
past, which can be
found at the Patrick
County Historical Mu-
seum. She was a fos-
ter parent and cared
for many other chil-
dren in her home who
became like family.
An avid genealogist,
Bobbie was always
eager to share photos

and information with
others seeking their

family history. She
is survived by two
daughters, Wanda
Isaacs of Ararat, VA,
and Joy Clement of
Mount Airy; a son and
daughter-in-law, Bill
and Rhoda Clement of
Claudville, VA; four
grandchildren, Ame-
lia Rautio (David),
Clifford Isaacs (Amy),
Matthew Clement,
and Katherine Re-
werts  (Scott); five
great-grandchildren,
Claire Isaacs, Eden
Isaacs, Adam Rautio,
Alice Rewerts, and
Ivy Rewerts; along
with a host of nieces,
nephews, and cous-
ins whom she loved
dearly. She 1s also
survived by a sister-
in-law, Lottie Bow-
man of Ararat, VA;
a brother-in-law and
sister-in-law, Johnny
and Mildred Clement
of Stuart, VA; and
special friends and
caregivers, Trina Bul-
lins and Kristin Mills.
In addition to her par-
ents, Mrs. Clement
was preceded in death
by her husband of 74

years, Romey Alexan-
der “Rose” Clement;
two sisters, Hazel Col-
lins and Louise Eck-
enrod; and a brother,
Clyde E. Bowman, Sr.
The funeral service
will be held Friday,
August 14, 2026, at
11:00 AM at Moody
Funeral Home Chapel
in Mount Airy, with
the Rev. Mark Collins
officiating. Interment
will follow 1in the
Clement Family Cem-
etery. The family will
receive friends Friday
from 10:00 to 11:00
AM at the funeral
home. Following the
interment, family and
friends will meet and
share a meal at The
Fellowship Church
in Ararat, VA. The
family wishes to ex-
press their heartfelt
gratitude for the love,
care, and compassion
shown by the staff
of Mountain Valley
Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care and Surry
Community  Health
Center by Harbor-
view. Flowers will be
accepted, or memorial
contributions may be
made to the Patrick
County Historical So-
ciety, P.O. Box 1045,
Stuart, VA  24171;
the Clement Family
Cemetery Fund, c/o
James Clement, 6630
Ararat Highway, Ar-
arat, VA 24053; or a
charity of the donor’s
choice. Online condo-
lences may be made
at www.moodyfuner-
alservices.com.

Spanberger seeks applicants for corrections advisory council

Gov. Abigail Spanberger has opened applica-
tions for the Governor’s Community Partnership
Council on Corrections, a new advisory body
aimed at improving transparency, accountabil-
ity and operations within the Virginia Depart-

ment of Corrections.

Announced in June as part of the governor’s
corrections reform agenda, the council will bring
together corrections officers and staff, formerly
incarcerated individuals, family members, vic-
tim advocates, law enforcement representatives
and community organizations to provide recom-

mendations on policies and operations.
According to the governor’s office, reforms im-
plemented during Spanberger’s first months in
office have contributed to a 56 percent reduction
in serious assaults on staff, a 47 percent decrease
in confirmed overdoses and a 27 percent decline
in facility lockdowns from January through May
2026 compared with the same period in 2025.
The council will be led by Secretary of Public
Safety and Homeland Security Stanley Meador
and Virginia Department of Corrections Direc-

tor Joseph Walters. It will focus on conditions of

confinement, reentry and reintegration, family
engagement, staffing and public accountability.
The council will have no more than 18 mem-
bers representing community and advocacy or-
ganizations, individuals with lived experience in
the corrections system, victim advocates, public
safety partners and corrections leadership. Cor-
rections leadership positions will make up no
more than one-third of the membership.
Applications are available online through the
governor’s office. The deadline to apply is Sept.

4.

WWW.THEENTERPRISE.NE




The Enterprise, Wednesday, August 12, 2026 - 9

PATRICK PULPITS

BIBLE TRIVIA

The River Ran Backwards

By Van Yandell

John 7: 37-38 “ In
the last day, that great
day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, say-
ing, If any man thirst,
let him come unto me,
and drink. He that be-
lieveth on me, as the
scripture hath said, out
of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.”

The morning was
cool but pleasant. I
walked out onto the
pier under the Brook-
lyn Bridge with my
early morning coffee.
The New York skyline
cast shadows over the
city, I felt totally alone
and susceptible. We
were working with a
Christian disaster re-
lief group providing
meals for first respond-
ers and victims.

The scene of that
September morning in
2001 included smoke
off the site of the col-
lapsed World Trade
Center towers. It had
been five days since
the terrorist attack on
America.

The smoke contin-
ued to rise off the rub-
ble and the thoughts of
the lives lost troubled
my soul. The dead are
dead but their families
were in extreme grief.
Not knowing for sure
what has happened to
a loved one is horrible
but to consider the cir-
cumstances of their
death sets the heart
and mind beyond its
normal limits.

Sea gulls floated by
as if being uplifted by
an unseen force em-
anating off the water
of the East River. Not
a river, it bears the
name. Actually it is a
saltwater tidal estuary
or strait connecting the
Atlantic Ocean in two
places.

Finally my eyes cast
down toward the water
and the thought be-
sieged my mind, “The
river was running the
other direction yester-
day! Am I going mad?
What’s happening?”

In a few seconds the
realization came forth,
the tide was going out;
whereas yesterday it
was coming in. Being
from western Ken-
tucky, my ability to
comprehend the tides
was limited and came
only from text books.

A river running
backwards happened
on February 7, 1812.
When the New Madrid
fault slipped on that
date, the Mississippi
River ran backwards
for several hours form-
ing Reelfoot Lake in
northwest Tennessee.
That quake is estimat-
ed to have been as high
as 8.2 on the Richter
scale.

Water in volumes
too large to accurately
determine, exerts tre-
mendous force. The en-
ergy produced by tides
exceeds all the energy
produced by mankind
every second of every
day. To harness that
energy is another mat-
ter.

Tidal energy is cur-
rently being used in a
few locations around
the world, most nota-
bly at the Sihwa Lake
Tidal Power Station in
South Korea and La
Rance, France, which
1s the oldest large-scale
tidal power station still
in operation.

The awareness of
tidal potential as a re-
newable and econom-
ical source of energy
has long existed but
the initial cost of tidal
power plants is mostly
prohibitive.  Perhaps
in the future, the tides
will be utilized to de-
crease the use of fossil
fuels which some be-
lieve is a major factor
in climate change.

Life on earth could
not exist without wa-
ter. Genesis 1: 2 tells
us, “The spirit of God
moved upon the face of
the waters.” We know
that water is one of the
essential components
for God’s creation pro-
cess.

The combining of
carbon based matter
(Genesis 1: 1), wa-
ter (Genesis 1: 2) and
light (Genesis 1: 3),
the process of photo-
synthesis happens.
With that, chlorophyll
is produced, of which
a by-product is oxygen.

We humans inhale
oxygen to be distrib-
uted by our lungs into
our blood which in turn
feeds the thirty trillion
cells in our bodies. On
the return trip through
our veins the residue
left (carbon dioxide) is
exhaled into the atmo-
sphere which provides
for plants the fuel to
produce more chloro-
phyll thus more oxy-
gen.

God was the first re-
cycler and it appears
He thought of every-
thing. I suppose that’s
why He’s God.

Considering the pow-
er of moving water and
that water is essential
for photosynthesis and
human survival, we
can understand why
Jesus emphasized wa-
ter in His teachings.

John 4: 13 “Jesus
answered, “Everyone
who drinks this water
will be thirsty again,
but whoever drinks the
water I give them will
never thirst. Indeed,
the water I give them
will become in them a

spring of water welling
up to eternal life.”

At times it seems as
if the church, like the
East River, is running
backwards. The church
as Jesus intended it to
be has in many cases
lost its focus. Matthew
16: 18 “That thou art
Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my
church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail

against it.”
That statement by
Jesus indicates one

and only one church.
His church has been
severely fragmented
and divided by denom-
inationalism which is
a result of individual
thinking. Religionists
have taken it wupon
themselves to distort
the words of our Sav-
1or/Creator.

We cannot rewrite
the scriptures and ex-
pect it to go unnoticed.
Revelation 22 18b-19a
“If any man shall add
unto these things, God
shall add unto him the
plagues that are writ-
ten in this book: And
if any man shall take
away from the words of
the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take
away his part out of
the book of life.”

The perversion of
the originally intended
church goes far beyond
the corruption of the
scriptures. Church-
es are not to be social
clubs or entertainment
centers. Speakers are
not to preach what has
lately been dubbed as
“feel good” preaching.

Jesus’ sacrificial
death on the cross for
the remission of the
sins of all mankind
was nothing to take
lightly and celebrate
as the winning of a ball
game. Jesus’ death and
resurrection changed
the history of the world
as no other event, ever!

We often wonder
why the church is in
decline in America.
Perhaps these are a
part of the reasons. We
must preach the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and
adhere to His teach-
ings and not let this
river run backwards.

Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts
teacher, an ordained
gospel evangelist and
commissioned mis-
stonary. His email is
vmy2121@outlook.com.

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Agrabah
(KJV) in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. By Roman reckoning what
time of day did Jesus meet the
Samarian woman at the well?
Daybreak, Noon, Midafternoon,
Dusk

3. On the island of Patmos,
to whom was the book of Reve-
lation given? John, Paul, Mai-
thew, Luke
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4. Who hid 100 prophets in
two caves and supplied them
food and water? Solomon, Phile-
mon, Obadiah, Hosea

5. On what day did God create
the sun, moon and stars? 3rd,
4th, 5th, 6th

6. The Semites were descend-
ed from Shem, the son of whom?
Moses, Noah, Paul, Jacob

ANSWERS:

1) Neither,

2)

Noon, 3) John, 4) Obadiah, 5)
Fourth, 6) Noah

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am
Worship Services 11 am

Stuart

59 Mountain View Loop

(Risen Jord

Catholic

(actually in Patrick Springs)
276.236.7814
Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Church

Paiitk Springs Pentecostal Hﬁ]i[iess

k260 Spring Rd., Pairick Springs, VA - 278-804-8257

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenday Sobool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Commmunity Meal & Fervice §:00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisin:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JUHIC o gt s ki o Tl e it

276 E04-340

108 W, Blue Ridge St

wwwstuartbaptist. org HII

it PBepise Chaurch

Bringing the World to Christ

g

[ 11:00 Worship Service
\mmhgmr.mg

945 Sunday School

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church )
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
&/ 276-694-7677 » www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org
A, AR, SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

J

Join the
Church
Page

Call (276)340-2445

Super Crossword

today!

“OH, GO ON!”

ACROSS 50 Ouitfielder 93 Beatles DOWN 40 Fast-food 77 Parade ruiner
1 Classic candy Judge drummer 1 Antislip items pizza chain 80 Roman 1,900
with a white, 52 French for participating 2 Bar brews 41 California 82 Drifting sort
gooey center “‘weapon” in a bout? 3 Bank offering mountain 83 “Enough,
9‘Don't —step 55— -la-la 97 Telltall tales 4 The, in Caen 42 A Jackson 5 I getit”
further!” 56 Sacred vows 99 Big shopping 5 Egg capsule brother 84 Cabbie’s car
12 Subj. for U.S. 57 Horse with center 6 Middles, in 43 With a sharp 85 Hitter Maris,
citizens-to-be color patches 100 “— From London image, briefly for short
15 What food is on one-fourth Muskogee” 7 Compulsion 44 Pinkish-red 86 Toon pics
in a food fight of its body? 101 “Puffball” 8 Speed 48 Prefix with 87 Macho sorts
19 First-aid 60 Great delight director 9 Gets clogged laryngology 90 Make furious
plant 63 German Nicolas with icky stuff 49 Club in 94 Fine- —
20 Cyber- conjunction 102 Stringed 10 Celestial ball a Barry wood
address 64 — polloi instrument 11 Without help Manilow hit, 95 In the form of
21 More lethal 65 Ike’s inits. played by 12 Certain Dutch for short acircle
23 Musical 66 Yasser of people in jail? cheese 51 — degree 96 Photo —
ensemble Palestine 106 Water, in 13 Dakar'sland 53 Longish skirts 98 Authorize
that likes 67 Popular crafts Vichy 14 Uncover 54 Prefix with 103 Dennis of
taunting its website 107 — salts (bath 15 “Paper Lion” skeleton or hoops fame
audiences? 69 Publicity supply) star Alan spore 104 *It's my tum”
25 Brainstorming video made 109 Pewter metal 16 Outward 58 Lab slide dye 105 Remnant of a
question by 12th 110 Moola eamed appearance 59 On — firma burned coal
26 RS form info graders? by singer 17 Honey wine 61 Hobby with 106 Kingdom
27 War horses 72 “Chiquitita” Jones? 18 Roughly call letters given to Esau
28 Identify the popgroup  115Addstoa 22 Inside dope 62 Into a state of 108 Some skin
star of “The 76 Pupils’ places film, as music 24 Former Laker conflict scars
Godfather”? 78 Galloped 118 Response to Lamar 66 Golfer 110 Mexican
30 Taint 79 Daiquiri liquor “Are you?” 29 Pianist Palmer, treat
31 Peripheral 81 Lil Durkor 121 Boa of South Schnabel informally 111 — even keel
33 Pistol, in Lil Jon’s America 30 Small-time 68 Rebel like 112 Filly’s mother
slang music 122 Small dance 32 Beatrix Abbie 113 Jack fish
34 Speed of 82 Brief, tight club? Potter's Hoffman or 114 Simplify
corporate shorts 125 Some chewy “The Tale of Jerry Rubin 116 Comic thuds
employees? 85 Marx brother candies Mr. —" 70 Moniker of a 117 “Shoo!”
39 Alexis |, e.g. with extreme 126 RV hookup 34 Not reflecting loch monster 118 Oahu, e.g.
41 Move a little views? org. light 71 Pawparts 119 Deeds
45 Think ahead 88 Mammal with 127 Countertenor 35 Display boldly 73 Of a wedding 120 Irrelevant
46 Whale locale striped legs 128 Linear, briefly 36 Units of woman 123 Tic-tac-toe
47 Two-ply 89 — Paulo 129 Colorant capacitance 74 Lauren of victory
cotton twill 91 Apple core bit 130 Many an heir 37 Most weepy “The Fan” 124 Swimmer
fabric? 92 Olympic prize 131 Most strict 38 Sheriff Wyatt 75 Delphi deity Thorpe
1 2 13 |4 |5 (6 |7 |8 9 |10 (11 12 |13 |14 .15 16 |17 |18
19 20 22

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 44 Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CLASSIFIED

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and
striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile, closet &
garage organizers,
repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.
net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

CUSTOM CARPENTRY,
fencing, decks, roofing,
siding, gutter cleaning
and guard installation,
tree removal, painting,
cleanouts, chimney
cleaning and repair.
Free local estimates
276-224-4623.

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR
Service and repair
for all makes of lawn
mowers. Pick up
and delivery for a
reasonable charge
based on your location.
We offer disposal of
old mowers with free
pick up and sell used
mowers and other
power equipment. Call
276-694-3748. If no
answer, leave your
name and number. We'll
call you back.

HOUSE PAINTING
House Painting, interior,
exterior, also log cabins
& metal roofs, and deck

staining. Call George
Scott (276) 403-1589.
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Media Solutions
AD NETWORK

Media Solutions ve
/AD NETWORK Cont:

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote your upcom-
ing auctions statewide!
Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audi-
ence. Call this paper or
Commonwealth Media
Solutions 804-521-7570,
advertising@common-
wealthmediasolutions.
com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by
a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call
today 1-877-614-6667
to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited

time! Call today! Financ-

ing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for mil-
itary, health workers &
1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$525.00 + $89.00 court

cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the

largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and acti-
vation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
262-5564

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS!

No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer

today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-844-
216-5028

No other media offers the audience
of loyal, local, repeat readers you'll
reach through community

newspapers! We can target
your message, statewide
or regional.

Reach Over 1 Million Readers With This Ad!

Virginia:

Commonwealth
Contact Kelly McCauley Media Solutions
(804) 521-7580 =

Let Commonwealth
Media Solutions do all
the work foryou ata

discounted
/ cost.
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Their lies come out of your wallet. Insurance
fraud costs everyone in Virginia $1,000 per
year. Learn how to spot it and report it at

TheCostOfFraud.com

STAMP OUT

VIRGINIA STATE POLICE
INSURANCE FRAUD PROGRAM

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
21521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

Kelsey Fain
REALTOR

Off Services

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE ENTERPRISE

ETIEE
Recycling
Cgmﬁ er

BuyviNG: Cans, CopPER, BATTERIES,
ALUMINUM, AuTOMOBILES, CONVERTERS,
WHEELS, STAINLESS STEEL, ELECTRONICS

(NO TVS), aND MORE.

CaLL 276-694-5692 ror PRIcES

We offer Roll

-

Q@ Wy

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

Jamie’s Recycling Center
3609!SiMayo Dr. (|| Stuart, VA 24171
HouRrs: M-E || 8A- 4:45p || LUNCH: 11:45A - 1P
“With GodlAll Things'Are Possible-* Matthew!19:26.

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

L'cewate'c
SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now 6ﬁtet£ng

TIRES & FRONT @

A

END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
» Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
« Tire Rotations
« Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS

"Tired of
driving
to the

landfill? BRACHNETE 8T} curb|

Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.
Please call for pricing. 216=251-1303

RURAL SERVICES$

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net /

Max Kendall
Lumber & Tin

Price Reduced
Metal Roofing
Now Made In
Axton, Va.

276-650-2825
Free call 1-888-434-2825

Lynchburg, Va.

434-821-3251
Free Call 1-833-593-3251

Reidsville, NC
336-348-1600
Free call 1-833-205-1600

20 COLORS
Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

 Buy Direct™
\and Save! /

American Made
Top Quality
Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber
Rough - Dressed - Treated

PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd

WW.THEENTERPRISE.N
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(Meeting /event information must be received
no later than 5 p.m. on Friday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@theenterprise.
net.)

Meetings

Thursday, Aug. 13
The Patrick County School Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Tuesday, Aug. 18

The Patrick County Planning Commission
meets at 6 p.m. in the Patrick & Henry Commu-
nity College (Stuart Site), Community Room.

Wednesday, Aug. 19
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6 p.m.
in the town office.

The Blue Ridge Regional Library Board will
meet at 3 p.m. at the Patrick County Library.

Events

Wednesday, Aug. 12

The Patrick County Food Bank will distribute
boxes at its Stuart location from 8:30-11 a.m.,
and from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fellowship Church in
Ararat from 8-10 a.m., and starting at 5:30 p.m.
at the community building in Meadows of Dan.

Thursday, Aug. 13

The Patrick County Senior Citizens Group
will hold its August monthly meeting at 11
a.m. in the Hooker Building at Rotary Field
in Stuart. Entertainment will be provided by
Charles Bowman. Beverages will be provided to
all attendees. Attendees are requested to bring
salads and/or desserts to share. Due to the Pat-
rick County Agricultural Fair, there will be NO
monthly senior meeting in September.

Friday, Aug. 14
Friday Morning Market is open 8 a.m. - noon.
Same great selection of local grown produce

and hand made items. The Caring Hearts Free
Health Clinic will be on hand to offer free blood

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
We appreciate yowv business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

pressure checks.

Sunday, Aug. 16

Ross Harbour Methodist Church, , 6260
Elamsville Road, Stuart, will hold a Homecom-
ing with special music by Four for One start-
ing at 9:30 a.m. and worship beginning at 10:30
a.m. with Pastor David Gaylor. Lunch will fol-
low the service.

Monday, Aug. 17 - Wednesday, Aug. 19

Ross Harbour Methodist Church will hold a
revival starting at 7 p.m. each night. There will
be special speakers and singers each night.

Tuesday, Aug. 18

Tuesday Evening Market will be open 5-7 p.m.
with local produce, soaps, hand crafted items,
peanut butter, fresh eggs, and baked goods.

Friday, Aug. 21
The community food truck will be at the
Fairystone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

Ross Harbour Methodist Church will hold a
free community meal from 4-6 p.m.

Friday Morning Market is open 8 a.m. - 12
p.m., featuring a selection of fresh produce,
fresh eggs, hand crafted items, coffee, peanut
butter, birdhouses, baked goods, and handmade
soaps.

Tuesday, Aug. 25

The Tuesday evening market will be open
from 5 - 7p.m. with local produce, soaps, hand
crafted items, peanut butter, fresh eggs, &
baked goods.

Thursday, Aug. 27-Sunday, Aug. 30

“Awaken” a free Community Revival Service,
will be held at the Virginia Motorsports Muse-
um Auditorium, 212 Johnson St., (P&HCC &
Dehart Park) Stuart. The event will be led by
Pastor Brian Edwards and a team of pastors
and musicians from the Hope Church Network.
Event begins Thursday - Saturday at 6:30 p.m.,
and 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Sunday. Supper on the
grounds at the Picnic Shelter above the Pool
at Dehart Park. Chicken BBQ sandwiches will
be supplied while supplies last, attendees are
asked to bring side dishes and drinks to share.
Be sure to bring a chair on Sunday for the out-
door portion of the event. Service on Sunday be-
gins at 5:30 p.m. with a Service of Baptism to
follow at Dehart Pool for those who wish to be
baptized and claim Jesus as Lord. This event
is Sponsored by Stuart Church of Living Water
101 E. Blue Ridge Street, Stuart. Call 276-694-
3322 for additional information.

Friday, Aug. 28

Friday Morning Market is open 8 a.m. - 12
p.m. with fresh produce, fresh eggs, hand craft-
ed items, coffee, peanut butter, birdhouses,
baked goods, and handmade soaps. The Land-
mark Center will be on site offer free blood pres-
sure checks.

Ongoing

The Colonel Abram Penn Chapter NSDAR
will provide assistance in genealogy research
on Thursdays in August, from 4 to 5 p.m., at the
Patrick County Library. “If you are just getting
started in your search, or stuck in your search,
we can help.”

American Legion Post 105 meets the third
Friday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Post build-
ing at 553 American Legion Road, Stuart. All
are welcome.

VFW Post 7800 meets on the 4th Tuesday of
every month. Premeeting meal starts at 6 p.m.;
meeting starts at 7 p.m., 939 VFW Road, Pat-
rick Springs. Qualified new members welcome.

Patrick County Veterans Memorial Hon-
or Guard meets on the first Tuesday of every
month at the American Legion Post 105, at 6
p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to attend.

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick County
Alzheimer’s Group LLC. 109 Buena Vista, Stu-
art, Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Members meet on the first Monday of ev-
ery month at 6 p.m. in the Alzheimer’s office.
New members are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call (276) 693-6018.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

Community meal at Salem Church on Salem
Church Road in Critz, the first Sunday of every
month at 12:10 p.m. Call (276) 222-1069 with
questions.

The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club meets at
6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of each month in
the community room at Patrick Springs Park, 2
Ballpark Road, Patrick Springs.

Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the
Vesta Community Center on the third Tuesday
of each month at noon. Both groups welcome
new members and invite caregivers to attend.
Literature is also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games every
Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church, 1912
Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or dine in.
Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276) 773-6004 or
email pastor@ravenrockchurch.org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members
Meeting, the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30
p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam, every
Friday. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, with
music and dancing, 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden Oldies
Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the month.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, music, and
dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.
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Music

(cont. from page 1)

an old-fashioned singing at 5 p.m., offering an
opportunity to hear and sing some beautiful old
hymns.

The Royall family will once again be making
its old-fashioned peach butter in the parking
lot of Papa’s Country Cooking, while Leslie will
demonstrate spinning at Poppy’s.

Meadows of Dan Baptist Church will have a
prayer tent available for anyone who would like
prayer for themselves or someone else.

There will also be some new additions to this
year’s festivities.

The Sunset Market will have additional ven-
dors, along with its own activities, food and mu-
sic. Organizers said the goal is simple: Keep ev-
eryone entertained throughout the day.

A cruise-in will also be held at the Blue Ridge
Mountain Inn, hosted by James and Anita Watts.
Brandon Watson is organizing the event, with
Watson and other car enthusiasts expected to ar-
rive between 2 and 3 p.m.

The day will wrap up with a movie at Mountain
Top Park around 8:30 p.m. Attendees can bring
the family and settle in to watch “Zootopia 2.”

With music, food, shopping, storytelling,
church events, cars and a movie, organizers say
there will be plenty to keep visitors busy.

Parking will be available at Frontier Home and
Meadows of Dan Baptist Church, with shuttle
service provided by Reynolds Homestead.

For questions or vendor inquiries, call Trinity
Goad at 540-230-7943.

WHEO

2\

“Small Town Station with a BIG Town Sound”

92.7FM

Classic Hits

wheoradio.com
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Medicaid Impact
Dashboard launched

Gov. Abigail Spanberger on Wednesday
marked the 61st anniversary of Medicare and
Medicaid by criticizing recent federal health-
care legislation and outlining steps Virginia is
taking to respond.

According to the governor’s office, changes
included in H.R. 1 could affect Medicaid cov-
erage for about 300,000 Virginians and reduce
federal Medicaid funding to the state begin-
ning in 2028. The administration also said it
has launched online dashboards to monitor
the impact of the changes and is working to
help eligible residents maintain health cover-
age.

State officials said Virginia’s 2026-28 bud-
get includes funding to support residents who
lose health coverage and to establish a Medic-
aid reserve fund. Spanberger also announced
a series of listening sessions with patients,
healthcare providers and community organi-
zations to discuss the law’s effects.

More information about Medicaid coverage
changes is available through the Virginia De-
partment of Medical Assistance Services.

This version avoids repeating the release’s
political rhetoric, attributes contested claims,
and reads like a standard newspaper brief
rather than a rewritten press release.

LEGAL
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH
OPERATOR SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equip-
ment owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with op-
erators for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville
Residency which includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and
Carroll during the winter of 2026-2027. Price per hour shall in-
clude operators, fuel, tire chains, supplies and required insurance.
VDOT will need dump trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders,
backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, rubber-tire loaders and
farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped for night work and
be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe and dependable
24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine acceptabil-
ity of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors sub-
mitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a bonus payment

and a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.
Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B
bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All new and re-
turning Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement
Portal (eVA) in order to do business with the Commonwealth of
Virginia (https://eva.virginia.gov).
Applications received by 7:00 PM on Friday September 18, 2026
may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the EVA posting for ad-
ditional information, including contract requirements.
Questions can be directed to the Martinsville
Residency from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday.
Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov

EEO/AA Employer

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF STUART, VIRGINIA
The Town Council of the Town of Stuart, Virginia, will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, August 19, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., at the Stuart
Town Office, 100 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, Virginia, to receive public
comment on proposed amendments to two Town ordinances:
1. Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) Tax Ordi-
nance. The proposed amendments would (a) provide for the licensing
of mobile food vendors (food trucks), including a short-term option of
$25.00 per operating day, not to exceed $300.00 per license year; (b)
authorize electronic filing and payment and one-stop business registra-
tion; and (c) make housekeeping revisions to conform the ordinance to
current provisions of the Code of Virginia.
2. Meals Tax Ordinance (Ordinance No. 08-02). The proposed amend-
ments would (a) provide for the collection and remittance of the
Town’s 5% meals tax by mobile food vendors; (b) add the meals tax
exemptions currently required by Va. Code Section 58.1-3840; (c) add
an explicit interest provision under Va. Code Section 58.1-3916; and
(d) authorize electronic filing and payment.
The full text of each proposed ordinance is on file and available for
public inspection at the Town Office, 100 Patrick Avenue, Stuart, Vir-
ginia, during regular business hours, and on the Town’s website at:
https://stuartva.org/proposed-bpol-meals-tax-ordinance-amendments-
public-review/. Copies will be furnished upon request.
Written comments may be submitted before the hearing to the Town
of Stuart, P.O. Box 422, Stuart, VA 24171; by email to information@
stuartva.org; or by telephone at (276) 694-3811. All interested persons
are invited to attend and be heard.
Persons requiring special accommodation to attend or participate in
the public hearing should contact the Town Office at (276) 694-3811
at least three business days in advance.
By order of the Town Council of the Town of Stuart, Virginia.

ADVERTISE WITH US

ZiTEL

(cont. from page 1)

derstanding shown by
our local partners and
residents as we resolve
the challenges with
this project. With Zi-
TEL, we are poised to
fulfill our mission of ex-
panding broadband ac-
cess across the region,”
Armbrester stated in
the release.

Del. Wren Williams,
R-Stuart, said he is

excited the broadband
project is moving for-
ward again because
residents were becom-
ing increasingly con-
cerned.

“It looks like a lot of
the local supervisors
across the state actual-
ly along with their rep-
resentatives who are
already working with
RiverStreet to make a

transition. It’s kind of
like RiverStreet has
sort of laid down its
arms, and they were
working to rebid and
be replaced by other
providers. It seems like
these guys have a track
record of recent success
because there’s been a
number of these build-
outs across the state,
it’'s just RiverStreet

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!
DO YOU!

SHBROOK
UDIOLOGY

)

WroErRE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)

is the one who unfor-
tunately ultimately
failed,” Williams said.

Patrick County Ad-
ministrator  Michael
McGuinness said he re-
ceived an email July 30
regarding the project’s
transfer.

In an email to DHCD
and WPPDC, McGuin-
ness said he appreci-
ates the efforts being
made and is optimistic
about the change.

“We do hope that
parameters are set in
place, a matrix, or a
timeline if you will, so
we as a county could
start to see progress,”
he stated in the email.

McGuinness, who
was not serving as
county administrator
when the project be-
gan, said he believes
the project lacked suf-
ficient structure from
the beginning.

“There was absolute-
ly no type of matrix.
You just don’t give
someone a blank check
and tell them we want
broadband. A state-
ment of work, a scope
of work, there needed
to be parameters set
in place and how do

we know going forward
that parameters are
set in place,” he said.

During a meeting
with ZiTEL  before
the change was an-
nounced, McGuinness
said the company in-
dicated it plans to pro-
vide monthly invoices
detailing its work and
the amount of fiber in-
stalled.

“They’ll break that
down for us and then
they’ll be able to say,
I think the figure was
$22,000 a mile of fiber,
so they should be able
to say, ‘hey, we put in
five miles of fiber this
month. Okay, there’s
$110,000, cut them a
check, pay them. But
you just don’t give
someone a big pile of
money. You just don’t
give them money and
tell them to put in
broadband. I mean
look at RiverStreet,
they failed miserably,”
McGuinness said.

McGuinness said he
is excited for ZiTEL to
take over the project.

“I have a lot more
faith in them from day
one when I became
County Administrator

CHRISTOPHER JONES
 MARINE CORPS «

$135

PER BANNER

Checks payable to the Town of
Stuart

To apply, pick up a form at the Stuart Town

DEADLINE
Firm — please plan accordingly

A TRIBUTE ACROSS OUR TOWN
TOWN OF STUART, VIRGINIA

Hometown
Hero Banners

Honor a veteran from your family with a personalized banner flown along the
streets of Stuart. First displayed Veterans Day 2026, then every Memorial Day
through Labor Day for up to five years.

Aug 28,2026 5 Yrs

ON DISPLAY
Banner remains Town property

APPLY OR LEARN MORE

than with RiverStreet.
ZiTEL says the right
things, we believe in
them, theyre connect-
ed to Patrick County a
little bit, so they were
excited to serve our
county and our -citi-
zens,” he said.

Henry County Ad-
ministrator Dale Wag-
oner said the county
knows many residents
have been frustrated
by the project’s delays.

“We share that frus-
tration. Our responsi-
bility is to the people
of Henry County, and
when it became clear
this project needed a
new path forward, we
worked with our part-
ners to make that hap-
pen. It’s good news for
the project, and we're
excited about getting a
vendor that can move
us forward for our res-
idents,” he said.

Wagoner said he has
confidence in ZiTEL’s
ability to complete the
project and deliver on
the promise of county-
wide broadband.

“We're grateful to
all of our partners for
their continued com-
mitment and patience
throughout this pro-
cess. Projects of this
scale require tremen-
dous collaboration,
and organizations like
the Harvest Founda-
tion and HCPS (Henry
County Public Schools)
have remained focused
on the same goal we
have from the begin-
ning. We appreciate
their partnership and
look forward to working
together with ZiTEL to
bring this project to a
successful completion,”
Wagoner said.

Moving forward,
Wagoner said ZiTEL
has a timeline the
county expects it can
meet without jeopar-

Office, 100 Patrick Avenue. A high-resolution

dizing the project’s fed-
photo of your hero is required.

eral funding.

The West broadband
project 1s scheduled
to be completed by
the end of 2027, with
14,161 fiber internet
connections planned.

daniel.trail@stuartva.org
100 Patrick Ave., Stuart

276.694.3811 -

FLOWN ON STUART'S STREETS
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Wildlife experts share t1ps for 11V1ng W1th bears, coyotes

L r Virginia Mlaster

Naturahsfs

P
sSouthwestern Piedme”” * <

Nearly 100 residents turned out
for a recent “Living with Black
Bears and Coyotes” presentation
in Meadows of Dan, and judging
by the show of hands, encounters
with black bears are becoming a
familiar experience for local resi-
dents.

The program was presented by
Southwest Piedmont Master Nat-
uralists Norma Bozenmayer, Va-
linda Dyer, Julie Currier and Day-
na Gibson. It was sponsored by the
Meadows of Dan Ruritans.

When attendees were asked who
had recently seen a black bear in

Flooding

(cont. from page 1)

Officials are asking contractors,
excavating companies, logging
crews, farmers with tractors, UTV
owners and others with equip-
ment that can be used to safely ac-
cess damaged areas to call Angie
Nelson at (336) 705-3185.

The Ararat Ruritan Club has
been designated as an official
drop-off site for donations to sup-
port volunteers, emergency re-
sponders and community mem-

bers involved in cleanup efforts.

Needed items include nonper-
ishable food, ready-to-eat meals,
snack foods, bottled water, sports
drinks and electrolyte drink mix-
es. The club is accepting walk-in
donations daily.

Officials said the donations will
help sustain crews working to re-
store access and help residents as
recovery efforts continue in the
flood-damaged communities.

the wild, nearly every hand in the
room went up.

The presentation covered black
bear behavior, ways to avoid con-
flicts and what to do if someone
encounters a bear.

One of the key messages was the
importance of keeping black bears
wild by reducing food sources and
other attractants around homes
and properties.

The presentation also gave resi-
dents an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and share concerns about en-
counters with bears and coyotes.

REEP-BEARS

v Never feed o approach bears,

h/

garbage, recycling.
S ird feeders when hears are active,
14) eave pet food outdoors,
v/ Clean and store grills,
v/ Rlert neighbors to bear activity.
BearWise.org

v Secure food,

o6,

The discussion was lively, with at-
tendees raising a variety of ques-
tions about wildlife in the area.

For more information about
black bears, coyotes and other Vir-
ginia wildlife, visit the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resources
website at dwr.virginia.gov/wild-
life.

Residents with questions or con-
cerns about wildlife encounters
can also contact the Virginia Wild-
life Conflict Hotline at 1-855-571-
9003 or vawildlifeconflict@usda.

SCC orders data centers to
pay transmission costs

The Virginia State Corporation
Commission has ordered data
centers and other large electric-
ity users to pay for transmission
infrastructure built exclusively
to serve their facilities, a move
Gov. Abigail Spanberger said
will save Virginia families and
small businesses hundreds of
millions of dollars.

The order follows a filing by
the governor’s administration
urging regulators to prevent res-

idential and small-business cus-
tomers from bearing the costs of
transmission projects needed for
large-load developments. Span-
berger said the decision ensures
data centers pay the full cost of
infrastructure required for their
operations and pledged to con-
tinue working with the General
Assembly on policies address-
ing energy costs, environmental
standards and local community
concerns.

VDOT seeks input
on roadway safety

The Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) is asking
the public to provide input on their
experiences and concerns about
roadway safety as the agency up-
dates its guiding document for mak-
ing Virginia’s roads safer for every-
one.

Virginia’s  Strategic  Highway
Safety Plan (SHSP) is a five-year
plan that provides direction and
focus for road safety efforts in the
commonwealth. The steering com-
mittee that provides oversight to the
update — made up of VDOT, Virgin-
1a State Police, Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles, Department of Health,
and other state and local agencies
and safety partners — invites pub-
lic input to help shape the next plan
and guide future safety initiatives.

The statewide survey is now open

and will remain available through
Aug. 23. This online survey asks
Virginians to identify the most
pressing safety issues within SHSP
emphasis areas such as speeding,
occupant protections, impaired driv-
ing and others, as well as to provide
insight on which countermeasures,
actions or strategies they believe
would be most effective in reducing
or eliminating those concerns.

The number of traffic-related
deaths and serious injuries in Vir-
ginia decreased in 2025, but they
remain at pre-pandemic levels. Pub-
lic input to the plan through this
survey will help focus our actions
so that those traveling on Virgin-
1a’s highways and streets will arrive
alive and unharmed.

The updated plan is expected to be
released in early 2027.

DMV’s Mobile ID rolled out in southwest

Following successful regional rollouts across
the Commonwealth, the Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has officially expanded
Virginia Mobile ID to Southwest Virginia, mak-
ing it available for use across the state. The ex-
pansion kicks off in Abingdon at the 77th Virgin-
ia Highlands Festival, where festivalgoers can
experience Virginia Mobile ID firsthand, as well
as at participating locations across the region.

Designed with convenience and data privacy
in mind, Virginia Mobile ID allows users to ver-
ify their identity or age in seconds with a quick
QR code scan. Using unique encryption, Virginia
Mobile ID securely transmits only the required
data directly to a verifier device, ensuring the
user’s personal information remains protected
without having to hand over their phone.

“This is an exciting milestone for Virginia Mo-
bile ID,” said DMV Commissioner Saundra M.
Jack. “With Southwest Virginia now joining our
growing network of participating businesses and
organizations, Virginians can use their Virginia
Mobile ID in every region of the Commonwealth.
Whether you're catching a ballgame, traveling
through the airport, attending a festival or vis-
iting participating businesses, Virginia Mobile

ID is making everyday interactions more conve-
nient, secure and accessible across Virginia.”

Getting started with Virginia Mobile ID only
takes a few minutes, and the process can be
completed at home or while on the go. Custom-
ers can download the free app on App Store or
Google Play, scan their driver’s license or ID
card, complete a quick face verification and be-
gin using their mobile ID immediately. Virginia
Mobile ID is a digital companion to the physical
ID, and residents must always carry their phys-
ical ID as a backup, especially when driving.

Attendees at the Virginia Highlands Festival
can use Virginia Mobile ID at the beer garden
from July 30 through Aug. 1 to securely confirm
they are over 21 without sharing unnecessary
personal information, such as their name and
home address. By introducing the option at the
festival this summer, event leadership aims to
streamline the process of navigating the event
while protecting guest privacy.

“We are thrilled to lead the way in Southwest
Virginia with Virginia Mobile ID,” said Deir-
dre Cole, executive producer of the Virginia
Highlands Festival. “Incorporating this tech-
nology at our festival grounds gives our guests

a more modern way to verify their age, so they
can spend more time enjoying everything that
the festival has to offer. It’s a great step forward
for both our attendees and the broader business
community.”

In addition to the Virginia Highlands Festival,
Virginia Mobile ID is currently accepted at nu-
merous participating locations across Southwest
Virginia.

Accepting Virginia Mobile ID is fast and sim-
ple for local businesses, with no added costs.
Business owners can get started today by down-
loading the free Virginia Mobile ID Verifier app
from the App Store or Google Play.

In addition to participating businesses, stadi-
ums and venues across the Commonwealth, Vir-
ginia Mobile ID is accepted at TSA checkpoints
at 350+ U.S. airports, pilot Virginia ABC stores,
all DMV Customer Service Centers and by Vir-
ginia State Police. DMV is continuing to broaden
acceptance of Virginia Mobile ID statewide with
a variety of businesses and organizations.

For more information about downloading and
using the Virginia Mobile ID app, benefits, par-
ticipating locations, security features and fre-
quently asked questions, visit DMV’s website.
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By Tom Perry

James Ewell Brown
“Jeb” Stuart seemed
fated to be involved in
the Civil War. He was
born during the Nulli-
fication Crisis of 1833,
wanted to join the U. S.
Army during the Mex-
ican-American War of
1848 that expanded
our nation to the Pacif-

ic Ocean, found himself
at the United States
Military Academy at West Point,
New York, from 1850-54, where he
encountered many personalities of
the coming War, such as Robert E.
Lee. He then found himself in the
middle of “Bleeding Kansas,” where
he encountered many people, such
as John Brown.

On May 24, 1856, John Brown
led the “Pottawatomie Massacre”
against pro-slavery Kansans. On
June 5, 1856, Stuart and the 1st
United States Cavalry, under the
command of Edwin Sumner, went
into John Brown’s camp three days
after the “Battle of Black Jack.”
Stuart and John Brown would cross
paths again.

During a trip east in 1859, I be-
lieve Stuart visited his birthplace,
Laurel Hill, for the last time as his
mother sold the property later that
year. The trip included business, as
Stuart received Patent No. 25684
for a saber-attaching device on Oc-
tober 4, 1859, that he invented. The
United States Government pur-
chased “Stuart’s Lightning Horse
Hitcher” for $5,000 ($106,616.37 in
2005).

During his visit on October 17,
Stuart was in the War Department
Office at the corner of Pennsylvania
Avenue and 17th Street, awaiting
a meeting with Secretary of War
John Floyd, when news from Harp-
er’s Ferry of a possible takeover of
the Federal Arsenal came across
the telegraph. Stuart, in civilian
clothes, went to Arlington to inform
Colonel Robert E. Lee. Today, the
Custis-Lee House sits on the hill

John Brown

in Arlington National Cemetery.
A legend states that Stuart found
Colonel Robert E. Lee at an Alexan-
dria apothecary, what we would call
a drug store, and informed him of
the situation. Together, the two of-
ficers, Stuart and Lee, traveled into
Washington City, where they met
with Floyd and the fifteenth Pres-
ident of the United States, James
Buchanan, at the White House. The
two then boarded a fast train and
headed northwest to put down the
disturbance, with a contingent of
Marines commanded by Lt. Israel
Greene and the Maryland Militia
arriving in Harper’s Ferry before
midnight.

On October 18, 1859, at 7 a.m.
near dawn, Stuart delivered an ul-
timatum from Lee to the firehouse,
where the townspeople had trapped
the raiders. Stuart was to signal to
Lee if his ultimatum was rejected.
“Jeb” found a cocked carbine held
by “Isaac Smith,” aka John Brown,
pointing at him. Stuart told the
raiders their lives would be spared
if they surrendered. Brown refused,
saying, “No, I prefer to die here.” Af-
ter some haggling between the two,
Stuart stepped back and signaled
by waving his hat. Stuart, Greene,
and 24 Marines approached the fire
engine house with 2,000 spectators
on hand. During the three-minute
attack, Stuart took John Brown’s
Bowie knife, which is on display at
the Virginia Historical Society.

As the Marines dragged Brown
unconscious out of the firehouse,
Stuart informed Lee of his real

J. E. B. Stuart and John Brown

The fire house at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

identity. Stuart wrote later that
“the greatest service I rendered the
state” involved recognizing Brown
from Kansas Territory. Brown
claimed he could have wiped Stuart
out “like a mosquito,” but Stuart
felt his razor sharp saber “would
have saved Virginia the expense of
Brown’s trial.”

For many, John Brown is a hero
who martyred himself to bring at-
tention to slavery and the abolition
of the economic system that domi-
nated the Southern economy be-
fore the War Between the States,
1861-65. For others, John Brown
is a terrorist who killed many inno-
cent people in Kansas and was on a
suicide mission at Harper’s Ferry. I
can see both sides of the argument,
but I think that killing innocent
people for your cause is not an op-
tion in a civilized society.

After the raid, newspaper stories
reported that Stuart and Brown
had an exchange during Brown’s
interrogation, where Stuart inter-
rupted, questioning the prisoner
about what he paid his fellow raid-
ers, saying, “The wages of sin is
death.” Brown responded, “Young
man, had you been my prisoner and
wounded, I would not have insult-
ed you.” If Stuart had been Brown’s
prisoner, he would have been dead,
especially if in Kansas Territory.
This shows an interesting take on
the whole business. Just as the

coming War, these two men have
divergent views on their Christiani-
ty and what is right and wrong.

I believe that Stuart’s involve-
ment changed his viewpoint on
many things. He began writing
letters to the Governor of Virginia,
Henry Wise, among others, while
still an officer in the U. S. Army,
stating that he had “done all in my
power to encourage and help or-
ganize military companies.” Five
years earlier, Stuart wanted to do
all he could to pay back his debt to
the United States, but John Brown’s
Raid and the trouble in Kansas
now turned him to write, “For my
part, I have no hesitancy from the
first that, right or wrong, alone or
otherwise, I go with Virginia.” War
was on the way, and J. E. B. Stuart
chose a side. John Brown influenced
that decision by trying to cause a
slave uprising and seizing arms at
the U. S. Arsenal at Harper’s Ferry,
which is today a national park at
the confluence of the Shenandoah
and Potomac Rivers.

Virginia tried and executed John
Brown for treason on December 2,
1859. Brown passed a note to his
jailer on his way to the gallows. “I,
John Brown, am now quite certain
that the crimes of this guilty land
will never be purged away but with
blood.” John Brown was correct. He
and J. E. B. Stuart would both lose
their lives.

Volunteers

(cont. from page 1)

The Penny House has provided temporary housing for people who have lost their homes in natural disasters for nearly 30 years.

get back into their home. Most of
the time it’s anywhere from four to
seven people in this house,” Card-
well said.

Because the Penny House is used
so often, Cardwell said a second
house is needed.

“It’s been people in it ever since it
started. Actually, it would be nice if
we had a second Penny House be-
cause there were a lot of times we
could actually use a second Penny
House, but everybody wants a lot
of money for their home. Hopefully
in the future with more churches
joining” we might be able to pur-
chase another one, she said.

Larry and Margaret Vernon are
in charge of the Penny House,
checking residents in and making

sure they have everything they
need. Cardwell said Jimmy Wil-
lard, founder of Disaster Relief
Food Ministry Inc., also helps sup-
ply food boxes to residents.

Before the walls were painted,
the Patrick County Cluster built a
new ramp and deck for the house.

“It’s a group of churches that
goes out into the community” to
complete projects for those in need,
Cardwell said, adding that the
Cluster will also install new floor-
ing.

Half a dozen volunteers with
Hope Center Ministries in Ararat
and Disaster Relief helped paint
the walls.

“Once we get all of this done, then
the flooring’s next and then we’ll

§ Like us on

facebook

renovate it. We'll update the pic-
tures, update decor, they’ll be new
curtains. We were donated a nice
living room suite, we had two new
beds donated, so it’s just to bring it
up to date for the people who stay.
Because they've been through so
much that when they come it’s wel-
coming,” Cardwell said.

Hope Center resident Scott
Rhudy said being able to share
God’s love with the residents near-
ly brings him to tears.

“God’s doing this. I ain’t doing it

for anybody but God and to help
these people and to give back.
With the lifestyle I lived before I
was sober, if I can give back and
help somebody show them God’s
real, then I will. It puts a smile on
my face the whole time I'm doing it
and makes me feel good, and may-
be show others there’s a different
way to life,” Rhudy said.

Donations to the Penny House
can be mailed to Larry Vernon
at 255 Vernon Drive, Stuart, VA
24171.

orris

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

Mfordalle Punorads And Cromations With Updated Pacifitios

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012
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