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=— Joint meeting =—
scheduled for Sept. 28

By Taylor Boyd

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors will
hold a joint public hearing with the Planning
Commission on Sept. 28 to consider changes to
the county’s subdivision ordinance, including in-
creasing the maximum lot size from two acres to
five acres.

The hearing will begin at 6 p.m. in the third-
floor courtroom of the Patrick County Adminis-
tration Building.

The board approved scheduling the hearing by
a 3-1 vote at its Aug. 31 special called meeting.
Chairman Andrew Overby of the Dan River Dis-
trict, Jonathan Wood of the Peters Creek Dis-
trict and Richard Cox of the Smith River District
voted in favor.

(See Meeting p. 12)

Tractor-trailer,

school bus
collide on U.S. 58

By Taylor Boyd

A tractor-trailer driver was injured Sept. 1 af-
ter the vehicle struck a Patrick County Public
Schools bus on U.S. 58 at Trot Valley Road.

Virginia State Police Public Information Offi-
cer Sgt. Richard Garletts said the crash was re-
ported at 8:09 a.m. and involved a tractor-trailer
and a school bus.

“The tractor-trailer claims the loss of brakes
and struck the bus. The driver of the TT (trac-
tor-trailer) was injured,” he said.

The tractor-trailer driver was charged follow-
ing the crash, Garletts said. A Virginia State Po-
lice trooper went to the hospital to interview the
driver.

The Virginia Department of Transportation
also set up traffic control while the tractor-trail-
er was recovered.

“The driver of the bus was not injured, and
there were no kids on the bus,” Garletts said.

Patrick County Public Schools Superintendent
Dr. Jason Wood said the bus driver went to Stu-
art Community Hospital to be checked out and

(See U.S. 58 p. 8)

The midway at last year’s Patrick County Agricultural Fair featured rides and games.

72nd Agricultural Fair to begin Tuesday

By Taylor Boyd

The 72nd annual Patrick County Agricultural
Fair will be held Tuesday, Sept. 15, through Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, at the Rotary Club Fairgrounds
in Stuart.

The event is sponsored by Patrick County
Tourism, the Rotary Club of Stuart, Clark Gas
& Oil, ValleyStar Credit Union, and Autos by
Nelson.

In addition to animals, booths and exhibits,
Keith Gunter, Rotary Club of Stuart member
and fair chairman, said there will be nine rides

“It’s more rides than last year, and it’s a really
good mix between adult and children’s rides,” he
said.

Gunter said there will also be multiple food op-
tions available, including five fair food vendors,
the Patrick County High School Band, the Rota-
ry Club of Stuart, and others selling a variety of
goods, including ice cream, fried fish, and coffee.

In the exhibition hall, more than 100 exhibi-
tors will be set up to promote their organizations
and talk to visitors.

Gunter said he was told by staff with Cole

set up at the fair.

(See Fair p. 13)

Missing Stuart woman
found deceased

A Stuart woman reported missing Wednesday
morning was found deceased later that evening,
according to Patrick County Sheriff Dan Smith.

Jeanette Moxley, 72, left her residence on Sa-
lem Highway on foot earlier Wednesday and had
not returned, Smith said. A call was made to the
Patrick County 911 Communications Center at
approximately 10 a.m. from the residence at 128
Salem Highway.

Smith said Moxley had serious underlying
health issues.

Deputies immediately began searching for
Moxley. Volunteers and public safety agencies
from Patrick and Stokes counties assisted with
the search, while the Virginia Department of
Emergency Management was called in to help
coordinate the effort.

“Sadly, just before 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
Ms. Moxley was found deceased approximately
three-tenths of a mile from where she was last
seen,” Smith said in a Thursday news release.

Smith said the investigation remains active
and no further details would be released at this
time.

Lts. Steve Austin and Oscar Tejeda and In-
vestigator Dustin Dillon are leading the inves-
tigation. The Virginia State Police Bureau of
Criminal Investigations and the state medical
examiner’s office also are assisting, Smith said.

Smith expressed his gratitude to the volun-
teers and supporting agencies who assisted in lo-
cating Moxley in near 100-degree temperatures.

Blue Ridge Mountain Inn
under new management

By Taylor Boyd
The Blue Ridge Mountain
Inn, formerly the Blue Ridge

Motel, in Meadows of Dan is

under new management.
James and Anita Watts pur-
chased the 18-room motel just
off the Blue Ridge Parkway in
January.
James Watts said an adjacent
property, which his wife’s fam-

ily owns, helped put the motel M
on their radar when it came up §

for sale.

“There’s a piece of property
that’s adjacent to it, and that’s
in my wife’s family, so that’s

what really got the property it- ¢

self on our radar when it came
up for sale,” he said.

Originally from Texas, Watts
met Anita while attending Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University.

“We are just so attracted to
the Appalachian Mountains
and the Blue Ridge Mountains,
so we've spent quite a bit of
time out here. Her mom spe-
cifically has origins back to the
house that’s next door to the
motel,” he said.

Watts said the couple does
not have ties to the motel’s pre-
vious owners.

The motel’s first 10 rooms
were built in 1963, followed by

MOUNTAI

BLUE R2DGE

N ZS INN

The 18-room Blue Ridge Mountain Inn is located just off the Blue Ridge Parkway in

Meadows of Dan.

four rooms in 1973 and another
four in 1983, Watts said.

“So we've got a little bit of a
collage of decor and construc-
tion items, which is all new,
with the renovations we've
done have been made consis-
tent, at least on the interior.
We have not really done any ex-
terior renovations yet,” he said.

The renovations have includ-
ed general cleanup, facility
maintenance, a new fire pit,
and new hardwood flooring in
all 18 rooms. The rooms also
received new paint and fresh

trim.

“We have 30 beds in the mo-
tel, and all 30 beds have been
replaced with steel-enclosed
bedframes and new mattress-
es,” Watts said.

The bathrooms have not yet
been renovated.

“The bathrooms have been
deep-cleaned, but we've got
plans to renovate and update
all of the bathrooms in each of
the rooms,” he said.

Because he expects fall to
be the motel’s busiest season,

(See Blue Ridge p. 14)

ADVERTISING - OBITUARIES - CLASSIFIEDS
Wendi Craig

276-340-2445

or email advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

&)

FOR EDITORIAL or CALENDAR
Debbie Hall

276-692-8005

or email dhall@theente

rprise.net




2 -The Enterprise, Wednesday, September 9, 2026

Chamber Chat

August

By Rebecca Adcock, Patrick County
Chamber of Commerce Director

August flew by in a blur of humidity, but it
also brought that familiar feeling of transition
as we welcomed a new school year and looked
toward the end of harvest and the start of the
“ber” months.

At the Chamber, we've been busy preparing
for the end of the year. We wrapped up edit-
ing the Fall Patrick County Magazine, which
will be available for distribution in September.
We're also excited to share that the magazine
was once again named Magazine of the Year
by Friends of Southwest Virginia’s Tourism
Awards—our fourth year in a row! This is tru-
ly a team effort between the Chamber, Patrick
County Tourism and SilverLining Design, and
a great example of what can happen when orga-
nizations work together.

We also hosted a ribbon cutting for the Di-
saster Relief Food Ministry and an Employee
Handbook & Workforce Laws seminar, in part-
nership with Longwood University Small Busi-
ness Development Center and guest attorneys
from Woods Rogers PLC of Roanoke, Virginia.
Both were great opportunities to support and
provide resources to our local business commu-

nity.

August also included our annual Virginia
Association of Chamber Executives retreat,
where chamber directors from across the state
shared ideas and discussed issues affecting
our businesses, including energy, healthcare,
and workforce legislation. Members can expect
more information from us soon regarding the
new workforce laws—another benefit of Cham-
ber membership!

We're continuing to work on our Patrick
County Nonprofit Organization Summit com-
ing up in November. Registration is open, and
we're excited about the speakers and sponsors
joining us, including Patrick County Economic
Development as our title sponsor.

Finally, following the recent passing of Dol-
ly Parton, I wanted to highlight the impact of
the Patrick County Imagination Library. The
Chamber, Step Inc., One Family Productions,
and the Rotary Club of Stuart work together to
make this program available locally. We cur-
rently have about 400 children enrolled, and
enrollment continues to grow. Thank you to ev-
eryone who has donated to help put books into
the hands of Patrick County children. If you'd
like to support the program, please contact the

Chamber or visit our website.

As always, thank you for supporting the
Chamber and the work we do to strengthen our
local business community!

Harvest season for wild ginseng underway

Virginia’s wild ginseng harvest season of-
ficially opened on September 1 and runs
through December 31. Because wild American
ginseng (Panax quinquefolius) is listed as a
threatened species in Virginia, and protected
by international treaty, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(VDACS) urges all harvesters to be aware of
and follow state laws designed to protect this
valuable native plant.

American ginseng is a native slow-growing,
shade-loving perennial that grows wild in
Virginia’s forests, particularly in the western
and southwestern parts of the state. The root
of the American ginseng plant is valued as a
medicinal herb for a wide range of ailments.
Anyone planning to harvest ginseng should be
aware of the harvest regulations protecting
this plant.

Wild ginseng cannot be harvested outside of
the designated season, which begins on Sept.
1 and ends on Dec. 31 of each year. Wild gin-
seng that is younger than five years old, has
fewer than four stem scars present on its rhi-
zome, or has fewer than three prongs cannot

be harvested. Any person who harvests wild
ginseng must plant the seeds of the harvested
plant at the harvest site at the time of har-
vest.

Ginseng collection is prohibited on most
public lands in Virginia, to include state and
national parks and forests. On public lands
where ginseng harvesting is allowed, diggers
must obtain a permit from the appropriate of-
fice or agency before harvesting any ginseng.
Collecting any portion of the plant, includ-
ing the berries, for personal or commercial
use from federal land is strictly prohibited.
Anyone caught removing ginseng from feder-
al lands may face a fine of up to $5,000, six
months in jail, or both. Violation of Virginia’s
wild ginseng harvest regulations is punish-
able by imprisonment for up to 12 months, up
to a $2,500 fine, or both.

Ginseng harvest regulations do not ap-
ply to individuals harvesting wild ginseng
from their own land. Individuals harvesting
ginseng from private property must obtain
permission from the property owner prior to
plants being removed. Permission should be

in writing and kept with the individual har-
vester at the time of harvest. Landowners are
encouraged to observe the same size and age
restrictions and seed planting guidelines to
help ensure the continued, long-term viability
of wild ginseng when ginseng digging occurs
on their property.

Individuals shipping or transporting gin-
seng from Virginia in amounts of eight ounc-
es or greater per calendar year must have the
ginseng certified by VDACS. Wild ginseng is
often exported to Asia and Europe, with mar-
ket interest also occurring within the Com-
monwealth. Individuals buying or accepting
ginseng to sell must obtain a license from
VDACS.

During the 2025 season, approximately
1,080 pounds of wild ginseng roots were har-
vested in Virginia, with a value of approx-
imately $700,000. It takes between 250 and
300 roots to acquire one pound of wild ginseng.

Visit the VDACS Ginseng Harvest webpage
for more information or contact Keith Tignor
at 804-786-8938 or keith.tignor@vdacs.virgin-
1a.gov.

Patrick County Library Branch Manager Report

August 2026 Edition

Colin Powell said, “There are no
secrets to success. It is the result of
preparation, hard work, and learn-
ing from failure.” I know the key
to success at the Patrick County
Library is our team and amazing
patrons. I must start this month’s
report by thanking my amazing
staff. I am so grateful for each and
every one of them. The energy and
creativity that is part of the Patrick
County Library team is top tier.
Lucia Gullatt, our new children’s
programming/assistant branch
manager, is rocking her new role
and coming up with new fun ideas
for future programming. Also, this
month, we have a new part-time
circulation assistant to join our
team, Alicia Tiller. She is positive
and enthusiastic and those are two
necessary qualities to have when
working with the public.

This month we only had two pa-
trons attend our technology class
entitled, “Basic Internet Q&A”. The
goal was for patrons to come and
ask questions on how to navigate
the internet; however, it ended up
being two sweet ladies who came
and needed a tutorial on Microsoft
Word and some Excel on how to
make a table or chart to keep re-
cords. I figured why not and they
caught on pretty fast. This program
made me think of the Friends epi-
sode where Ross and Chandler had
to “PIVOT!!!” getting the sofa up
the stairs. Sometimes doing these
kinds of programs, one must pivot
and that is okay.

Storytime and Lego Club went
great this month. Lucia is finding
her own way of doing Storytime and
I am so proud of her. Preschoolers
learned about butterflies and first
days of school, among other things.
Thank you all for attending those
programs and for your patience as
we get back into our groove, post
summer reading.

Ann McConnell and other DAR
members came to the library ev-
ery Thursday this month and set
up for their “Finding Your Patriot”
program. The goal for this program
was to help women in the area to
learn how to start or continue a

genealogy search on whether they
had ancestors who were part of the
Revolutionary War. I am so happy
Ann came to me with this idea and
we were able to provide the mar-
keting, location and some reference
resources for them to have such a
successful program.

Cindy Howe came back on Au-
gust 8th to continue her “Fantasy
Flower” series and those who at-
tended her prior class were able to
keep learning techniques on how to
paint one stroke flowers. Also, that
day on the other side of the library,
we had our first official CCC meet-
ing. The Crafty Chapter Club is an
opportunity for bookish people to
come to the library and craft some-
thing bookish and continue bedaz-
zling their previous month’s item.
It is also a time for junk journal en-
thusiasts to bring their collection of
items and work on their own proj-
ects. Sheri Fink said, “Every day
1s a great day to give love, spread
joy, and sparkle!”, so that motivat-
ed me to make bedazzling a part of
our CCC monthly meeting, in case
someone only wants to play with
sparkly jewels and do nothing else
for two joyful hours. Eleven came
to this month’s meeting and we
made acrylic book marks and be-
dazzled books. One person brought
her plastic tote of “junk” to work
on her junk journal and then she
decided to add some sparkle it re-
sulting in a blingy journal. I think
to say between Cindy and the CCC,
that Saturday was as artistic as we
could get at the library.

Speaking of junk journaling, this
month I was invited to be the Au-
gust speaker at this month’s Stuart
Book Club Meeting and I introduced
them to Junk Journaling. Scrap-
booking, if you will, on a smaller,
much less structured scale. We
used stickers, old magazines, washi
tape and decorative items to start
our new journals. I love having the
opportunity to bring the library out
into the community and appreciate
the invite. It was a fun afternoon.

Leandio’s “Wings at the Window”
class was full and guests left raving
about the cute little bird feeders

and the food. Thank you, Leandio!
We already have The Bee Suite
class at the Fab Lab full! I am so ex-
cited to hear about that fun event.
Joni’s yoga classes keep on keeping
on. She is amazing and I have peo-
ple signing up for waiting list all
the time.

Our biggest event of the month
was Once Upon a Blue Ridge’s pro-
duction, “Girl of the Holler” per-

formed by the girl herself, Christina
Boyd Holland. This memoir perfor-
mance was attended by forty-three
people who all enjoyed her story so
(See Library p. 3)

Let’s not forget about long-time
residents Halo (tan lab mix) and
Harper (red tick). They don’t need
to be adopted together, but it would
be extra sweet if they were. They
were owner surrendered due to
family moving. These young girls
are wonderful dogs!

Please save a life by adopting
your next pet. All dogs and cats
at the shelter deserve a perma-
nent, loving home. Call the Patrick
County Public Animal Shelter at

—— Pets of the Week
| e

(276) 694-6259, visit the shelter or
check out their Facebook page for
information about these and other
available pets in need of a forever
home. Adoption fees are $10 and
include spay/meuter and vaccina-
tions.

The Blue Ridge Animal Wel-
fare League provides pet food and
spay/neuter assistance. Visit the
league’s Facebook page for new vid-
eos at https://www.facebook.com/
blueridgeawl/.

orris

Memorial Services

1500 Kings Mtn Rd.
Martinsville, VA,
276-638-2778

Visit our website for pricing:
A norrlsmemorlalservmes com
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Suspected hemorrhagic disease
of deer reported in Virginia

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resourc-
es has recently received several reliable reports
of sporadic deer mortalities consistent with
hemorrhagic disease.

Hemorrhagic disease (HD), caused by a group
of related viruses, often results in annual out-
breaks in white-tailed deer in the Southeastern
U.S., including Virginia. Historically, HD has
been more common east of the Blue Ridge than
west. Acute HD outbreaks are often character-
ized by clusters of otherwise healthy-looking
deer being found deceased near water sources,
as they seek these areas to cool themselves from
fever. A typical case of HD would present as a
deceased deer in good body condition found float-
ing in a pond or creek in late summer or early
fall, but the spectrum of clinical signs in an indi-
vidual deer can vary from mild fever to swollen
head and neck to difficulty breathing and finally
death. Affected deer also often show significant
lameness. The disease is transmitted by biting
gnats or midges, resulting in seasonal activity
beginning in the late summer and continuing
until the first frost kills the insects. Localized
outbreaks can result in dozens of deceased deer
being found in one area over a short period of
time. This can decrease deer numbers in affect-
ed areas; however, populations impacted by HD
typically bounce back within a few years.

The disease poses no threat to humans or do-
mestic pets; however, ruminant livestock species
can contract the viruses. Clinical signs are often

mild or absent and widespread production losses
have not been reported in Virginia. Hunters are
not at risk from handling or eating venison from
infected deer. Even so, deer that act or look obvi-
ously sick, either as a result of HD or some other
cause, should not be consumed.

If you have observed sick or deceased deer in
your area and suspect HD may be the cause, do
not attempt to contact, disturb, kill, or remove
the animal. Please report the approximate lo-
cation of the animal to the Wildlife Helpline
at (855) 571-9003 or vawildlifeconflict@usda.
gov. If you send an email, please list the county,
the community or area, and the number of deer
involved (e.g., six deceased deer along the Big

Otter River in the Lowry community of Bedford
County). The department annually maintains
records of HD mortality reports documenting
the location and approximate number of ani-
mals involved. Please be advised that the report
will not always result in an on-site visit by de-
partment staff.

At present, there is nothing that can be done
to prevent or control HD. Although deer die-offs
due to HD often cause alarm, past experiences
have shown that mortality will not decimate
local deer populations and the outbreak will be
curtailed by the onset of cold weather.

Visit the Department webpage for more infor-
mation.

Arrests Reported

The Patrick County Sheriff's Office reported
the following:

*Marlin Bradley Dehart, 59, of Woolwine, was
charged Aug. 29 with one count each monument:
intentional damage and assault. Lt. D.L. Foley
was the arresting officer.

*Kevin Ray Belcher, 42, no address available,
was charged Aug. 30 with one count each drive
motor vehicle while license revoked or suspend-
ed, disregard law enforcement command and
continue to drive - endanger, and operate ATV
on public highway/public property. Sgt. J. Pick-
erel was the arresting officer.

*William Edward Roberts, 46, of Claudville,
was charged Aug. 30 with two counts probation
violation and one count fail to appear. Martins-
ville PD made the arrest for Patrick County.

*David Edmond Kuser, 71, no address avail-
able, was charged Aug. 31 with trespass. Sgt.
L.K. Carroll Jr. was the arresting officer.

*Karson William Foley, 30, of Stuart, was
charged Aug. 31 with two counts probation vi-
olation. Senior Trooper J.N. Mabe was the ar-
resting officer.

*Jordan Kobie Miller, 28, of Patrick County
Jail, was charged Sept. 1 with two counts pro-
bation violation. Sgt. T. Dalton made the arrest
for Henry County.

*Jordan Anthony Capps, 25, of Stuart, was
charged Aug. 21 with one count each suffoca-
tion, assault, prevent/delay communication, and
make bomb threat. Senior Deputy N.A. Wolfe
made the arrest for Carroll County.

*Timothy Dean Midkiff, 55, of Stuart, was
charged Aug. 22 with possess Sch. I or II drugs.
Senior Deputy M.R. Hodges was the arresting
officer.

*Bryant Lee Perkins, 46, of Stuart, was
charged Aug. 24 with one count each assault
and violation of protective order. Senior Deputy
C. Gilbert was the arresting officer.

*Barry Thomas Lawless, 63, of Meadows of
Dan, was charged Aug. 24 with drive while in-
toxicated. Lt. D.L. Foley was the arresting offi-
cer.

*Tyrone Cornelious Scales, 34, of Stuart, was
charged Aug. 25 with fail to appear. Senior Dep-
uty J.S. Kendrick was the arresting officer.

*Kenneth Ray Hayden Jr., 45, no address
available, was charged Aug. 26 with probation
violation. Sgt. W.L. Higgs was the arresting of-
ficer.

*April Marie Sepeda, 33, of Mt. Airy, N.C., was
charged Aug. 26 with assault. Sgt. J.C. Fortner
was the arresting officer.

*Juan Cruz Manzotti, 40, of Ararat, was
charged Aug. 26 with assault. Sgt. J.C. Fortner
was the arresting officer.

*Sheena Williams Fitzgerald, 41, of Claud-
ville, was charged Aug. 27 with fail to appear.
Senior Deputy M.R. Hodges was the arresting
officer.

*Keyona Tyshell Redd, 24, of Axton, was
charged Aug. 27 with fail to comply with terms
of pretrial services. Henry County made the ar-
rest for Patrick County.

USDA approves Emergency Conservation
Assistance for Patrick County

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Patrick County is
accepting applications for the Emergency Con-
servation Program (ECP) to address damages
from drought that occurred May 5, 2026 through
July 14, 2026. ECP provides cost-share and tech-
nical assistance to producers to restore farmland
to pre-disaster conditions following a qualifying
natural disaster. ECP signup begins on Septem-
ber 8, 2026, and ends on November 9, 2026.

Approved ECP applicants can receive up to
75% of the cost of the approved restoration ac-
tivity with a maximum cost share of $500,000
per natural disaster event.

Approved ECP practices include:

Drought emergency measures
Field Windbreak and farmstead shelter-
belt restoration

Check with FSA before beginning work to
ensure required compliance measures are com-
plete to be eligible for cost share payment.

ECP cost-share assistance can provide ad-
vance payments for up to 25% of the total allow-
able cost for all ECP practices before the resto-
ration is carried out. The advance payment must
be spent within 60 days.

Producers who lease federally owned or man-

aged lands, including tribal trust land, as well
as state land, are eligible to participate in ECP.

Conservation concerns present on the land
prior to the qualifying natural disaster event are
not eligible for ECP assistance.

Eligibility and Environmental Require-
ments

Producers with damage from qualifying nat-
ural disaster events must apply for ECP assis-
tance before beginning reconstructive work.
FSA’s environmental compliance review process
is required to be completed before any actions
are taken. A waiver can be requested for nec-
essary activities that are taken as emergency
action to prevent further loss. Producers who
apply after reconstructive work has been com-
pleted are at risk of not qualifying for ECP.

FSA county committees will evaluate applica-
tions based on an on-site inspection of the dam-
aged land, taking into consideration the type
and extent of the damage. An on-site inspection
does not guarantee that cost-share funding will
be provided.

To learn more about ECP, producers can con-
tact the Patrick County FSA Office at 276-694-
3121 x.2.

July unemployment, labor force
participation rates decreased

Virginia Works — the Commonwealth’s De-
partment of Workforce Development and Ad-
vancement — last week announced that, accord-
ing to the Local Area Unemployment Statistics,
Virginia’s seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate in July decreased by 0.1 percentage points
to 3.7 percent, which is 0.4 percentage points
above the rate from a year ago. This rate is 0.4
percentage points below the national unem-
ployment rate, which decreased by 0.1 percent-
age points to 4.1 percent.

The Commonwealth’s labor force participa-
tion rate decreased by 0.1 percentage points to
63 percent in July. The labor force participation
rate measures the proportion of the civilian
population age 16 and older that is employed or
actively looking for work.

Month-over-month industry

In July’s Current Employment Statistics
Survey, Virginia’s nonagricultural employment
decreased by 9,600 to 4,232,200. June’s prelim-
inary estimate of employment, after revision,
decreased by 1,900 to 4,241,800. In July, pri-
vate sector employment decreased by 3,000 to
3,474,500 while government employment de-
creased by 6,600 to 757,700. Within that sec-

tor, federal government jobs decreased by 600
to 169,900, state government employment de-
creased by 200 to 168,200, and local govern-
ment decreased by 5,800 to 419,600 over the
month.

Seasonally adjusted total nonfarm employ-
ment data is produced for eleven industry sec-
tors. In July, four experienced over-the-month
job gains, and seven experienced a decline. The
largest job gain occurred in Leisure and Hos-
pitality (+2,500) to 423,300. The second larg-
est job gain occurred in Financial Activities
(+1,300) to 221,500. The third largest job gain
occurred in Education and Health Services
(+600) to 629,600. The other gain was in Manu-
facturing (+400) to 229,000.

The largest job loss occurred in Government
(-6,600) to 757,700. The second largest job loss
occurred in Professional and Business Services
(-3,400) to 784,700. The third largest job loss
occurred in Trade, Transportation, and Utili-
ties (-1,400) to 692,800. The other losses were
in Construction (-1,300) to 224,800; Miscella-
neous Services (-1,300) to 197,300; Information
(-300) to 65,100; and Mining and Logging (-100)
to 6,400.

Warner, Kaine introduce
bill to repeal Trump tariffs

U.S. Sens. Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, both
D-Va., have joined 12 Senate colleagues in intro-
ducing legislation that would repeal and refund
President Donald Trump’s newest tariffs and
limit presidential authority to impose tariffs.

The End Trump’s Tariff Tax Act would apply
to Trump’s newest global tariffs of 10% to 12.5%
and a 50% tariff on $20 billion worth of imports
from Canada, according to the senators’ office.

Warner and Kaine said the tariffs have in-
creased costs for American families, small busi-
nesses and farmers.

“From escalating trade wars to costly conflicts
abroad, the president’s reckless policies are driv-
ing up costs and making it harder for Virginians

to make ends meet,” the senators said. “The data
is clear: American families, small businesses,
and farmers are footing the bill for Trump’s cha-
otic tariffs.”

The bill also would repeal the authorities
Trump has used to impose tariffs.

Warner and Kaine previously introduced leg-
islation requiring refunds, with interest, of tar-
iffs they described as illegal after the U.S. Su-
preme Court struck them down. They also led
bipartisan legislation to repeal tariffs on Cana-
da imposed under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act. That measure passed the
Senate and a version later passed the House, ac-
cording to the senators.

WW.THEENTERPRISE.N
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Morgan
Griffith

Representative

Technological innovation in warfare fuels
American strength.

The American Civil War introduced numer-
ous innovations in warfare, including tethered
gas balloons for aerial reconnaissance as well
as ironclad gunboats.

Throughout the history of our country, per-
haps no weapon was more impactful than the
atom bomb. The bomb helped the United States
force Japan’s surrender and end World War II.

Later, during the Cold War, the United
States deployed the world’s first-of-its-kind
fleet of nuclear-powered ships, including sub-
marines. This advantage cemented the status
of American naval power in the world.

The evolution of modern military technolo-
gies continues to reverberate in the 21st cen-
tury.

A central component of this evolution 1is
the proliferation of unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVSs), more commonly known as drones.

The drone universe is incredibly diverse and
the settings for their uses continue to grow.

The range of these technologies extends from
niche surveillance tools to critical features of
modern military power. They support coun-
terterrorism missions, maritime security, and
rapid-response scenarios.

Further, many cheap, commercially adapt-
ed drones now perform reconnaissance, artil-

Letter to the Editor

Letter questions Griffith’s record

Representative Griffith publishes a column
every week in The Enterprise, and I am still
waiting for him to tell me what he has done to
make my (and your) life better. I have had rel-
atives say “I don’t care what they do as long as
they don’t raise MY taxes” or “I don’t care what
they do as long as it does not affect ME personal-
ly.” Guess what? His actions and votes do those
things to you every day.

When he is pushing against birthright citizen-
ship he is damaging our economy and our moral-
ity. When he votes to reduce food and medical
care he is hurting all of us (to include those peo-
ple who vote for him).He has no interest in his
constituency except to create enough unfounded
racial, social, and economic anxiety to get you to
vote in fear of the “other” instead of demanding
that he help the people he is supposed to rep-
resent. What is he doing and what has he done
to help you with gas prices and grocery prices?
What is he doing to preserve law and order, pro-
tect civil liberties, and control the unlawful and
inhumane ICE practices? What is he doing to
help you with medical bills? Housing? Educa-
tion? Infrastructure?

Who is he talking to in these weekly columns?
Apparently he sees himself on the national stage
and not as the representative of the Ninth Dis-
trict of Virginia. We deserve better.

Tom George,

Meadows of Dan
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War Drones

lery spotting, electronic warfare and kamikaze
strikes.

Meanwhile, advanced militaries deploy
stealthy combat drones, swarming systems
capable of overwhelming defenses, and count-
er-drone technologies such as directed-energy
weapons and electronic jamming.

Collectively, these advancements have re-
shaped battlefield dynamics. Persistent sur-
veillance, precision strikes, and smaller actors
who historically lacked access to advanced air-
power represent the dramatic rise in drone ac-
tivity for combat.

Modern conflicts and military strategies now
reflect the reliance on drone technologies.

Exhibit A? The Russia-Ukraine conflict.

The power of drones was on display during
the early weeks of the conflict when Ukrainian
drones substantially halted a Russian convoy
of Russia’s best tanks.

Further, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky remarked that Russia fired nearly
1,500 drones at Ukraine during a recent four-
day period in August.

Russian drone incursions into Eastern Eu-
rope are unsettling our European allies. Ger-
many recently accused Russia of trying to
launch a drone attack on a German airport.

Meanwhile, Iran’s drone program, propped
up by Russian interests, continues to target
American military assets and threaten stabil-
ity in the Middle East.

Further, Iran helped supply the Maduro re-
gime in Venezuela with UAV capabilities that
put American shores within striking distance.

This growing industry shows that numerous
militaries, namely America’s adversaries, view
drones as a vital technology for success.

Accordingly, the Trump Administration and
Republican Congress are working to support
American military adjustments to this new re-
ality.

President Trump’s “Unleashing American
Drone Dominance” Executive Order calls for
measures that support American leadership in
the drone space.

This summer, President Trump introduced
a drone tariff program. This program is meant
to reduce our reliance on foreign countries for
drone components and parts, bolster American
drone production and protect U.S. national se-
curity.

Further, in the 2025 reconciliation package, I
voted for the Working Families Tax Cuts which
invested $1.4 billion to expand the American
unmanned aerial system (UAS) industrial base!

Hundreds of millions in additional feder-
al funds from the bill will support the devel-
opment, procurement and integration of UAS
technologies.

The federal demands to increase our under-
standing and development of drone technolo-
gies has the attention of leading institutions,
including Virginia Tech.

In late August, I attended a ribbon-cutting
for the new Virginia Tech Counter-UAS Test-
ing & Research Center.

This Center is one of only nine UAS test sites
designated by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration.

Other speakers at the program included Pres-
ident Tim Sands, Dr. Eric Paterson of the Vir-
ginia Tech National Security Institute, Senator
Mark Warner and Mr. Tombo Jones of the Vir-
ginia Tech Mid-Atlantic Aviation Partnership.

Jones noted the sophisticated technologies
that strengthen the stealth of drones. Thanks
to advances, these UAVs can fly undetected by
radio frequency detection systems and at ex-
tremely high speeds.

This shows the urgent need to develop count-
er-UAS technologies.

Further, the event featured a live swarm
demonstration, a drone library and a radar sys-
tem platform.

The Center will operate an indoor lab and an
outdoor range as part of its initiatives.

With the Center up and running, we are excit-
ed that Virginia Tech will provide key insights
into counter-UAS technologies, help U.S. na-
tional security and project American strength.

The projection of American strength requires
an integration of next generation systems.

As military weapons and technologies trans-
form, it is vital that America not only keep
pace, but stay ahead.

We recognize that letting our adversaries
have the upper hand in advanced weapon-
ry threatens American interests and freedom
around the world.

I will continue to support policies that
strengthen American military readiness, facil-
itate American technological progress and ac-
celerate American drone power.

How Humble Legumes Can
Prevent Chronic Disease

I grew up being taught to understand the nutri-
tional benefits of the foods I ate. I was fortunate to
be able to understand why I didn’t eat meat or dairy
products, outside of the occasional cheese pizza that
our family would order on a busy day, or when dad
cooked for us. My parents always explained why we
had a plant-based diet and as we became older, they
also left the decision open to us and told us that if
we ever were curious to try meat-based dishes, we
could. We made the personal choice to refrain be-
cause at that point, we didn’t have any propensity
for meat dishes.

Our decision was not because our parents taught
us a certain lifestyle but as we became older, our
decision became based on a knowledge and under-
standing of the topic. The sole reason for our diet
and lifestyle choices was based upon the effect it
would have on our present and future life as adults.
As we matured and entered adulthood, we began
to witness our family members experience med-
ical issues that largely happened because of their
lifestyle. Chronic diseases were becoming the new
trend in our friends and family.

Seeing this tragic turn of health in close friends
and family not only encouraged me to continue my
plant-based lifestyle, but it gave me a strong passion
for sharing with others the benefits of a plant-based
diet. Fortunately, the plant-based diet is not just a
fad that will come and go; but is steadily becoming a
lifestyle of the future. My burden is for the children
that will be the next generation in our world. We
need to help prepare for their future by investing in
their physical, mental, and spiritual health. These
are all strengthened by healthy lifestyle practices.

Let’s talk beans

Let’s talk about the plant-based diet and the ben-
efits of eating foods high in fiber and rich in plant
protein. Growing up, I noticed that there were
main staples in our diet that were included in most
meals, making them “high priority foods.” Legumes
were one of these high priority foods that were a big
part of our childhood diet.

Fruits, vegetables, whole grains, legumes (beans),
nuts, and seeds in the diet lowers the risk of heart
disease, high blood pressure, stroke, and type 2 di-
abetes. Even though research shows the benefit of
legume consumption, only about 8% of U.S. adults
eat legumes daily. The nutritional benefits of le-
gumes are exponential and we must make legumes
a high priority food in the everyday diet.

Beans are nutritious seeds in the form of pods.
These pods fall within the legume family. There is a
wide variety of legumes such as “pulses,” which in-
clude the following common varieties: kidney beans,

cannellini beans, Great Northern beans, navy
beans, fava beans, cranberry beans, black beans,
pinto beans, soybeans, black-eyed peas, chickpeas,
and lentils. Legumes are a powerhouse of nutrients,
containing not only fiber and protein, but also car-
bohydrates, vitamin B, iron, copper, magnesium,
manganese, zinc, and phosphorous. Legumes are
also low in fat, free of saturated fat, and cholesterol
free. The glycemic index for legumes is low, ranging
from 10 to 40. Not only are legumes highly nutri-
tious, they’re also important in the prevention of
many chronic health conditions.

How legumes help prevent chronic disease

Three chronic conditions that can be prevented
or managed by a well-balanced diet that includes
legumes are type 2 diabetes, hyperlipidemia, and
hypertension. A study of patients with type 2 dia-
betes showed that patients who consumed more
legumes had significant decreases in cholesterol,
triglycerides, systolic, and diastolic blood pressures.
Follow-up studies indicated reductions in A1C and
blood glucose levels.

For hyperlipidemia, a condition in which one has
an abnormally high concentration of fats or lipids
in the blood, eating legumes consistently can lower
total and LLDL cholesterol levels.

Finally, hypertension. Because legumes are high
In potassium, magnesium, and fiber, they have a
beneficial effect on a patient’s blood pressure man-
agement. In one study, obese patients were given
two servings of legumes and four servings of whole
grains each day for 18 months, replacing refined
carbohydrate foods. The results showed that blood
pressure, triglycerides, weight, and waist circum-
ference were reduced.

Good nutrition for disease prevention or
management

Nutrition is not only a preventative measure, but
it is also a disease management tool. “One bite at a
time” can change the future of the next generation.
Start by making small changes, then gradually
make those changes habits. Soon those habits will
become habits that heal your body.

Healthy nutrition can be incorporated into the
clinic routine for healthcare providers as well. Nu-
tritious eating is not just a journey that should be
started alone, but the health care system needs to
be an educational guide to help us reach our life-
style goals.

(Submitted by Betty Dean. Written by Raeann
Leal, MPH. Used by permission from wwuw.Lifeand-
Health.org. Courtesy of LifeSpring - Resources for
Hope and Healing Stuart, VA)
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Patrick Pioneers

D. W. Scott’s History of Meadows of Dan-Part I1

By Beverly Belcher Woody

Last week, we began a journey back into the
early history of Meadows of Dan through the
words of Daniel Webster “D. W.” Scott, who
recorded his memories and knowledge of the
mountain community in 1949, when he was
eighty-four years old.

The manuscript, recently shared with me by
Charlie Bowman, is much more than a collec-
tion of names and places. Each name Scott re-
corded represents a real person—a person who
lived, worked, raised a family, endured hard-
ships, celebrated joys, and left a mark upon
the Meadows of Dan community.

That is why, as we continue through Scott’s
history, I want to stop along the way and learn
something about the people he mentions. With
the help of birth, marriage, and death records,
census records, family histories, and other sur-
viving documents, we can put families around
those names and, in some cases, rediscover
remarkable stories that might otherwise have
been forgotten.

Here is the second installment of Daniel
Webster (D. W.) Scott’s History of Meadows of
Dan in his own words.....

This section (Meadows of Dan) was first set-
tled about 175 years ago. Among the first set-
tlers were such sturdy, hardy men as Spencer
Cockram who settled about one mile south of
Meadows of Dan post-office; Peter Wood who
settled about one mile east of Meadows of Dan
post-office; Thomas Scott, father of Rev. T. D.
Scott who lived about seven miles southwest of
Meadows of Dan post-office near the Pinnacles
of Dan, and who was the grandfather of Luther
G. Scott, a prominent lawyer now located in
Bluefield, W. Va., great grandfather of Eugene
Dickson, a noted attorney now located in Roa-
noke, Va., and also great-grandfather of Rev.
Carlyle T. Scott, a noted evangelist.

We will stop here with Scott’s history and
break down all the powerful information in
this paragraph. One of the men Scott men-
tioned in this portion of his history was Spen-
cer Cockram.

Spencer Cockram was born in 1799 to Na-
thaniel Cockram and Bathsheba Pedigo.

Nathaniel was the son of Revolutionary War
veteran Edward Cockram, also recorded as Co-
chran, and Mary “Polly” Edwards.

Nathaniel Cockram married Bathsheba
Pedigo in January 1798. Evidence of that mar-
riage survives in the marriage bond between
Nathaniel and Bathsheba’s father, Elijah Pedi-
go, witnessed by Patrick County Clerk Samuel
Staples.

Those old marriage bonds are treasures in
themselves. More than two centuries later, the
names written upon them allow us to reach
back into Patrick County’s earliest years and
place another generation onto the family tree.

Their son Spencer married Miss Nancy Ade-
line Boyd on May 29, 1817, in Patrick County.

Spencer and Nancy had the following chil-
dren:

William Nathan Cockran, 1818-1861

Sarah Nancy Cockram Boyd, 1819-1881

Keziah Cockram Lawson, 1819-1885

John Bishop Cockram, 1822-1891

Delila Cockram Rakes, 1827-1871

William Andrew Cockram, 1835-1864

Elizabeth Cockram West, 1837—1868

Bashaba Cockran Edens, 1838-1911

It is through their son John Bishop Cockram
that we come to one of the most heartbreaking
family stories I have encountered in research-
ing Patrick County.

John Bishop Cockram married Mahalia Nan-
nie Cruise, and together they suffered a trage-
dy that is almost unimaginable today.

Daniel Shelor Furnace, Floyd County West Fork Furnace, VLR
online

During the diphtheria epidemic of 1862,
John and Mahalia lost nine children.

Nine.

The names and dates preserved in the re-
cords tell the terrible story:

John C. Cockram, 1849—October 18, 1862

Martha Cockram, 1850—October 2, 1862

Lucinda Cockram, 1852—October 10, 1862

James S. Cockram, 1853—October 15, 1862

Mazy Ellen Cockram, 1854—QOctober 30, 1862

Mary Ann Cockram, 1856—October 2, 1862

Sarah Jane Cockram, 1859—October 20, 1862

Nancy Alice Cockram, 1859—October 2, 1862

An unnamed baby girl Cockram, 1862—1862

Just look at those dates.

Martha, Mary Ann, and Nancy Alice all died
on October 2. Lucinda followed on October 10.
James died October 15. John died October 18.
Sarah Jane died October 20. Mazy Ellen died
October 30.

Within the span of a single October, John
and Mahalia watched child after child disap-
pear from their family.

And all of this was happening in 1862, while
the Civil War was raging across Virginia and
the nation.

It is difficult to comprehend the grief inside
that Patrick County home.

Yet somehow, life continued.

John Bishop and Mahalia Cockram had two
more children following that terrible year:
Henry Boyd Cockram, 1863—-1911, and Eliza-
beth Cockram Belcher, 1865—-1888.

Mahalia died in 1866.

One can only imagine the grief she carried
during the remaining years of her short life.
Records can tell us when someone was born,
married, or died, but they cannot tell us what
was in a mother’s heart after burying nine of
her children.

Perhaps that is one reason it is so important
to say their names again today.

Peter Wood

D. W. Scott again mentioned Peter Wood in
this portion of his history.

Readers may remember Peter from Part I.
Scott told the wonderful story of a cold, snowy
night when the Wood family was frying fresh
meat and a hungry bear, attracted by the
smell, attempted to break through their door.

Peter and his family were forced to bar the
door from the inside to keep the bear out.

For additional information on Peter Wood
and his family, please see Patrick Pioneers—D.
W. Scott’s History of Meadows of Dan—Part 1.

Thomas Scott and Sarah “Sallie” Shelor Scott

The next person mentioned by D. W. Scott
brings us directly into Scott’s own family.

Thomas Scott was D. W. Scott’s grandfather.

Thomas married Miss Sarah “Sallie” Shelor
on March 7, 1805, in Montgomery County, Vir-
ginia.

Sallie was the daughter of Revolutionary
War Captain Daniel Shelor and Mary Wick-
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ham Shelor, 1756-1834, who were married in
1784.

And Captain Daniel Shelor had quite a story
of his own.

Captain Daniel Shelor

Captain Daniel Shelor came from Maryland
to the banks of Furnace Stack Creek in what
is now Floyd County. In the early 1790s, he
opened an iron mine and smelter.

Shelor mined the ore, refined it, and fash-
ioned cooking utensils from the iron. He then
loaded those wares onto a wagon and hauled
them to Lynchburg, the nearest town, hoping
to sell them.

According to a story preserved in Floyd
County history, his first sales trip did not be-
gin particularly well.

Shelor reportedly arrived in Lynchburg with
his load of pots and pans only to discover that
he could not find buyers.

Out of sheer frustration—or perhaps in a mo-
ment of exceptionally good salesmanship—he
picked up one of his pots and threw it against
a rock in the unpaved street.

Those watching must have expected it to
shatter.

It didn’t.

Much of the cast iron of the period was brit-
tle, but the ore Captain Shelor was mining ap-
parently contained just enough copper to cre-
ate an alloy that made his wares more durable
than many others then available.

Once the merchants and townspeople of
Lynchburg saw that Shelor’s pot had survived
being thrown against a rock, he quickly sold
his entire load.

Captain Shelor returned to Floyd County
and continued operating his mine and smelter.

But his story was not finished.

Years later, the nation he had fought to help
create once again needed volunteers. Captain
Shelor was already in his sixties when the
War of 1812 began, but according to the Floyd
County history, he walked to Norfolk, Virgin-
ia, to offer his assistance.

From Revolutionary War soldier to mountain
ironworker and businessman to an aging patri-
ot willing to walk across Virginia to volunteer
once again, Captain Daniel Shelor certainly
left his mark upon the generations that fol-
lowed him.

The Family of Thomas and Sallie Shelor

(See Patrick Pioneers on p. 7)

By Russell Gloor, AMAC Foundation
Social Security Advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty - Why change Social Securi-
ty now? It’s a working “Ponzi Scam”

Dear Rusty: Maybe everybody has the
same reaction that I do to Social Security in-
solvency. I do not understand a system that
has been basically run like a Ponzi Scam
since its Inception; why have you decided (in
2026-2027) that now is the time to change
a perfectly good Ponzi Scam. In all reality,
this began with Babylon. I'm sure that if you
searched the meaning of the words “Babylo-
nian money magic,” you would understand
what I'm talking about. If this is as good as
the Earth has, why would you mess with a
perfectly rotten thing. Why would you decide
to change currencies to some sort of fragile
digital currency? Signed: Skeptical Senior

Dear Skeptical Senior: You touch on an
item that the AMAC Foundation has dealt
with many times over the years, specifically
the notion that Social Security has the char-
acteristics of a Ponzi Scheme. Our position in
response to that notion is that Social Security
was created and operated with full transpar-
ency, with its financial status, formulas, and
long-term deficits completely and publicly
documented, and reported to the President
and Congress annually. Unlike the infamous

Social Security Matters

Charles Ponzi, the government has a perma-
nent pool of contributors through mandatory
FICA and SECA (self-employment) payroll
taxes and is designed to remain in operation
infinitely as long as there’s a taxpaying work-
force. Moreover, the Social Security system
is overseen by Congress, specifically the Sen-
ate Finance Committee and the House Ways
and Means Committee, and the Government
Accountability Office (GAO). The Social Se-
curity Administration is subject to routine
hearings by these congressional overseers
and maintains an independent Office of the
Inspector General to ensure the integrity of
its financial operations.

Contrary to Ponzi victims, all participants
retiring from the workforce (and their depen-
dents) recover their Social Security contribu-
tions via benefit payments, some more than
others based on their level of participation in
the system. Also, contrary to Ponzi Schemes,
Social Security was designed as a social in-
surance system and has operated successfully
in that mode for over nine decades.

What raises the notion of a Ponzi Scheme
comparison these days is the looming insol-
vency facing Social Security just six years
from now. This financial problem, however,
has nothing to do with fraud. Rather, it is a
function of workforce demographics and the
fact that Congress has long deferred correc-
tive action on a problem that has been known

for the past four decades. We sometimes hear
well intended (but sometimes uninformed)
comments from some Washington politicians
invoking the Ponzi Scheme reference, but we
believe that Congress is finally waking up to
the urgency. And we also believe Congress is
now starting to move seriously to set a course
for correction in time to ward off the impact of
insolvency. AMAC is proud to be a part of the
collective thinking currently surfacing, and
our Social Security Guarantee is in play as a
plan to be considered.

We invite you to review our SS reform plan
(at https://amac.us/social-security-guarantee)
and likewise to stay tuned to our Social Secu-
rity Report website (https://socialsecurityre-
port.org/) where we post regular updates on a
variety of matters pertaining to Social Secu-
rity and retirement.

This article is intended for information pur-
poses only and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or any other gou-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit
our website (http://amacfoundation.org/ser-
vices) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org).
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Cougars fall to
North Surry, 44-23

By David Morrison

Patrick County traveled to Toast
N.C. to take on the North Surry
Greyhounds on Friday night. De-
spite a fast start the Cougars fell to
the Greyhounds by a score of 23-44.

Defensively the Cougars were
led by Wheeler Helms and Josiah
Shelor with 7 tackles each, Andrew
Miller and Logan Brown added 6
tackles each, and Jayden Corns,
Jaxon Handy, Noah Becker, added
5 tackles each, Ethan Errichetti
and Brayden Hylton added 3 tack-
les each and one pass break up a
piece. Also recording tackles for the
Cougars on the night were Noah
Cain, Briar Branch, Jacob Spencer,
Mason Spencer, Ernesto Ponce, and
Josh Ayers. Jacob Spencer and An-
drew Miller forced a safety after a
bad snap.

Offensively the Cougars were led
by Noah Cain on the ground carry-
ing the ball 11 times for 98 yards

and a touchdown followed by Jo-
siah Shelor who had 9 carries for
51 yards and a 2 point conversion.
Jaxon Handy added 5 carries for 23
yards, Brayden Hylton had 1 carry
for 4 yards, and Jayden Corns had
4 carries for 1 yard.

Corns led the Cougars in pass-
ing on the night going 4 of 5 for
82 yards and a touchdown. Jaxon
Handy went 3 for 10 for 31 yards
and 4 Int’s.

Brayden Hylton led all Cougar re-
ceivers with 4 catches for 74 yards
followed by Ethan Errichetti with 2
catches for 30 yards and a Touch-
down, and Josiah Shelor with 1
catch for 9 yards.

Hylton led all returners with 80
return yards on the night.

Ivan Ortega went 1-2 on PAT’s for
the Cougars.

The Cougars next home game will
be against North Stokes at home on
Friday, Sept. 11.

Sports Briefs

Lady Cougars defeat North
Stokes

The Patrick County volleyball
team defeated North Stokes, 3-1,
on Thursday.

The Lady Cougars won the first
two sets, 25-23 and 25-16, before
North Stokes took the third set, 25-
23. Patrick County closed out the
match with a 25-16 victory in the
fourth set.

Kendra Penn led the way with 12
kills, 11 digs and three aces. Brook-
lyn Barner added 10 kills, while
Chloe Hubbard had nine kills and
eight digs.

Mariah Scott and Jenna Woods
each recorded 11 digs, with Woods
adding three aces. Meredith Wood
finished with 30 assists, six digs
and six aces in the win.

Lady Cougars fall to Mount
Airy

The Patrick County volleyball
team fell to Mount Airy, 3-0, Thurs-
day.

Mount Airy won the first set, 21-
15, followed by a 25-16 victory in
the second set and a 29-27 win in
the third.

Allison Clark led Patrick County
with four kills. Reese Horton added
two kills, seven digs and five aces.

Jenna Woods and Mariah Scott
each recorded six digs, while Mer-
edith Wood and Kendra Penn had
seven assists apiece.

Lady Cougars sweep Bassett

The Patrick County volleyball
team swept Bassett, 3-0, Wednes-
day to improve to 2-1 on the season.

The Lady Cougars won the first
set, 25-24, followed by a 25-16 vic-
tory in the second set and a 26-24
win in the third.

Brooklyn Barner led Patrick
County with seven Kkills and four
blocks. Chloe Hubbard, Allison
Clark and Kendra Penn each add-
ed four kills.

Kaylene Garcia recorded 11 digs,
while Mariah Scott had nine digs
and six aces. Meredith Wood fin-
ished with 25 assists and five aces.

JV Cougars split two matches

The Patrick County High School
junior varsity volleyball team split
two matches this week.

The Cougars fell to Mount Airy
on Wednesday, 25-16, 25-15. Avery
Hubbard led Patrick County with
four kills and four digs, while Addy
Foley had 10 assists.

Patrick County bounced back
Thursday with a 2-1 victory over
North Stokes, winning 24-26, 25-
22, 15-11.

Hubbard led the Cougars with
10 kills and seven digs. Kinsleigh
Harris added six digs and two aces,
while Foley finished with 23 as-
sists.

JV volleyball earns three-set
victory

The junior varsity volleyball
team picked up a three-set victory
Wednesday, winning 27-29, 25-17,
15-4.

Addy Foley led the team with 13
assists and four aces, while Gabby
Reynolds recorded seven kills. Milli
Foley added six aces.
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Race Report:

Darlington Raceway

By Wood Brothers Racing

Josh Berry and the No. 21 Motor-
craft/Quick Lane team earned their
sixth consecutive top-10 finish with
a seventh-place result in Sunday
night’'s Cook Out Southern 500 at
Darlington Raceway.

The finish continued an impres-
sive stretch for Berry and the Wood
Brothers Racing team, which has
now recorded six straight top-10s
dating back to Indianapolis Motor
Speedway in late July.

With practice and qualifying can-
celled due to weather, Berry lined
up 14th based on NASCAR’s met-
ric and steadily worked his way
forward throughout the 500-mile
event.

Berry spent much of the opening
stage inside the top 15 before finish-
ing the segment in 11th. The Mo-
torcraft/Quick Lane Mustang Dark
Horse continued to improve as the
race progressed, with Berry moving
into the top 10 during Stage 2 and
earning four stage points with a
seventh-place finish.

The No. 21 became an even bigger
factor during the final segment as
Berry raced his way into the top five
and remained there for much of the
closing portion of the race.

A brief rain delay set up the final
round of pit stops, with Berry com-
ing to pit road from inside the top
five for fresh tires. Several competi-
tors elected to remain on track, put-
ting Berry eighth for the ensuing
restart.

After briefly falling outside the
top 10, Berry began working his way

back through the field. He moved
into seventh with 12 laps remain-
ing and held the position through
the finish, giving the Motorcraft/
Quick Lane team another strong
result on one of the NASCAR Cup
Series’ most demanding nights.

“It was a lot of fun,” Berry told re-
porters at the track. “There were a
couple of runs where I thought we
were super, super good. I just strug-
gled a little bit firing off, but the
trade-off of that was we were kind
of always moving forward through-
out the runs and then just how the
race played out at the end.”

Berry felt taking tires following
the rain delay was the right deci-
sion, although the restart didn’t un-
fold quite as he had hoped.

“I probably should have picked
the top, but all-in-all the guys did
a really good job. We had a really
solid car for no practice. That’s all
you can ask for.”

Berry’s seventh-place finish made
him the highest-finishing driver
outside the Chase field in the open-
ing race of the 10-race champion-
ship stretch. While pleased to keep
the team’s top-10 streak intact,
he felt the strength of the No. 21
throughout the night left an oppor-
tunity for an even better result.

“But I feel like there was more out
there tonight,” he said.

Berry and the Wood Brothers
team will look to carry their mo-
mentum to World Wide Technology
Raceway near St. Louis for Sun-
day’s Enjoy Illinois 300 on the 1.25-
mile oval.

Keep heat safety in mind
when working outdoors

Fall may be on the horizon, but
lingering summer heat can still
pose serious risks for farmers and
agricultural workers.

While the days are getting
shorter, blistering temperatures
and muggy weather persist, with
temperatures remaining in the
upper 80s and into the 90s. Re-
search has found that agricul-
tural workers are at the greatest
risk of heat exposure, and are
35 times more likely to die from
heat-related illness compared to
workers in other industries. Agri-
Safe Network also reports that
the highest percentage of heat-re-
lated deaths occurred among peo-
ple 55-64 years old.

Hot temperatures, humidity
and direct sunlight combined with
physically demanding work can
cause dehydration, fatigue, nau-
sea, weakness, irritability, mus-

cle cramps, heat rash and heat
exhaustion. Additionally, heavy
sweating causes the body to lose
fluids and wvaluable nutrients.
Those working outdoors on hot
days should take regular breaks
in the shade, and rehydrate with
water and sports drinks to re-
plenish electrolytes like potassi-
um, magnesium and sodium.

“Along with being physically
dangerous, heat can affect your
focus and decision-making, in-
creasing the risk for accidents,”
said Matt Nuckols, Virginia Farm
Bureau Federation’s farm safety
coordinator. “When you start feel-
ing the effects of extreme heat,
don’t try to push through it. Slow
down and take some time to cool
off before continuing.”

The most serious heat-related
illness 1s heatstroke, which oc-
curs when the body fails to cool
itself, and core temperatures
can rise to 106 degrees or higher
within minutes.

Anyone showing heatstroke
symptoms like confusion, altered
mental state, slurred speech, hot,
dry skin, or profuse sweating
should be moved to a cooler area
and given ice packs or cold water.
Call 911 for emergency medical

Shoe Drive to support
Alzheimer’s Research continues

The shoe drive fundraiser hosted
by the Rotary Club of Stuart runs
through Oct. 31. The Rotary Club
of Stuart will earn funds based on
the total weight of the pairs of gen-
tly worn, used and new shoes col-
lected, as Funds20rgs will issue a
check for the collected shoes. Those
dollars will directly benefit CART
(Coins for Alzheimer’s Trust).

Collection boxes are currently
set up in Stuart at:

+ Town Office of Stuart, 100

Patrick Avenue
+ Patrick County Library, 116
W. Blue Ridge Street

*  Tony’s Pizza & Pub, 402 Pat-

rick Avenue

A new collection site will be the
upcoming Patrick County Agricul-
tural Fair which runs Sept. 15-19.
Collection boxes will be at the front
gate so please be sure to bring any
unwanted shoes and drop them off

as you enter the fairgrounds.

Rotary is an international net-
work of over 1.4 million people
who see a world where people
unite and take action to create
lasting change across the globe.
The Stuart Rotary Club is one of
46,000 clubs worldwide and we
are very active group of communi-
ty members and business leaders
who focus on service above self
by making a positive difference
in our community. CART (Coins
for Alzheimer’s Research Trust)
is a 501(c)3 organization founded
in 1995 by fellow Rotarian, Rog-
er Ackerman. Every penny raised
goes directly to research on Alzhei-
mer’s Disease.

For more information, contact
Amy L. Nash, president nominee of
the Rotary Club of Stuart, at 602-
740-7276 or email Amynash1631@
gmail.com.

care.

The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration notes that
even temperatures below 80 de-
grees can pose risks when people
are engaging in strenuous work
like carrying, shoveling, walking
a fast pace and pushing heavy
loads.

Tips to prevent heat-related 1ll-
ness:

Rest and take breaks in the
shade to cool down.

Drink water every 15 minutes,
even if you’re not thirsty.

Combine drinking water with
electrolyte drinks to replace so-
dium, potassium and magnesium
lost through sweating.

Wear breathable, lightweight
and light-colored clothing, sun-
glasses and a wide-brimmed hat.

Any exposed skin should be cov-
ered with sweat- and water-re-
sistant sunscreen rated SPF 15
or higher, and reapply every 2
hours.

Avoid caffeine, alcohol and
drugs, and limit sugar and salt
intake because they can acceler-
ate dehydration.

Save strenuous work for early
mornings or evenings when tem-
peratures are cooler.

Know the signs of heat illness
and what to do during an emer-
gency.

Keep an eye on fellow workers.
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My Patriot Ancestor

Editor’s Note: The Enterprise is pleased to partner with the Colonel Abram Penn Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution to present My Patriot Ancestor, an ongoing series
highlighting Revolutionary War patriots through the stories of local DAR members and their families.

Written by Ann Robertson McConnell

It is believed that approximately 200,000
to 250,000 Americans served in the military
during the American Revolutionary War. Of
these, about 80,000 served in the Continental
Army at various times, while tens of thousands
more served in state militias, naval forces, or
as privateers. At any given moment, the active
Continental Army rarely exceeded 20,000 sol-
diers, as enlistments were short and resources
were limited.

Militias were made up of ordinary citizens
who trained like soldiers and fought in emer-
gencies, but they were not part of the official,
full-time professional army. A member of a
state militia left his daily job, like farming, to
serve when called. Towns needed protection
against sudden attacks before regular armies
could arrive. Militia units used local knowledge
to ambush enemy supply lines and patrols.
Captain Daniel Shelor, patriot ancestor of DAR
member Catheryn Vaughan, was a member

of the 2nd Battalion, Frederick County Mili-
tia, Maryland Militia. His combat experience
consisted of serving as a lieutenant in a skir-
mish in Quibbletown, New Jersey in 1777 and
returning to active duty as a Captain in 1778
to a three-month tour commanding his militia
company to guard British prisoners of war held
at the barracks in Frederick town, Maryland.
Daniel Shelor was born c. 1744/1750 in Ger-
many and immigrated with his family to Mary-
land. Captain Shelor married Mary Wickham
in 1784. They had at least eight children. Cap-
tain Shelor received a land warrant dated July
12,1788 for at least twelve hundred acres of
land on Little River and Pine Creek in Floyd
County. In the late 1880s or early 1890s they
moved to the area of Furnace Stack Creek in
Floyd County. Shelor opened an iron mine and
smelter. From the ore he mined and refined he
made cooking utensils which sold well because
they were more durable than others available.
He operated the mine well into his sixties when

once again he answered the call to serve his
country in the War of 1812.

Captain Shelor died in 1847 and is buried in
Pine Creek Cemetery, Floyd with Mary who
died in 1834.

Information for this article is from “The
American Revolutionary War Project,” Virgin-
ia, Compiled Census and Census Substitutes
Index, 1607-1890, Ancestry.com, Shelor Family
History — A Touch of Heaven, 2nd edition., En-
cyclopedia Britannica (online).

Everyone has a story. Let us help you tell
yours. Any woman 18 years or older, regard-
less of race, religion or ethnic background,
who can prove lineal descent from a patriot of
the American Revolution is eligible for mem-
bership. NSDAR is a non-profit, non-political
women’s service organization. Help research-
ing and proving your lineage can be provided by
the Colonel Abram Penn Chapter by contacting
Ann Robertson McConnell at nammcconnell@
yahoo.com.

Patrick Pioneers

(cont. from page 5)

Scott

Thomas Scott and Sarah “Sallie”
Scott had the following children:

Margaret “Peggy” Scott Monday, 1807—-1887

Lucinda Eliza Scott Barnard, 1809-1888

Highland Mary “Helen” Scott Smith, 1811—
1897

Lucretia Laura Scott Spangler, 1816-1899

Mary Wickum Scott Banks, 1820-1890

Daniel S. Scott, 1821-1900

Jehu Scott, 1822-1899

Thomas Delaplane Scott, 1825-1910

Wolford Scott, 1827-1908

Their son Daniel S. Scott was the father of D.
W. Scott, whose family was discussed in Part I
of this series.

Another son, the Reverend Thomas Delaplane
“T. D.” Scott, also appeared in D. W. Scott’s
history.

Reverend Thomas Delaplane Scott

The Reverend T. D. Scott mentioned by D. W.
Scott was his uncle, Thomas Delaplane Scott.

Thomas Delaplane Scott married Miss Lu-
cinda Ellen Sandifer, 1842—1928.

They had the following children:

Martha Ann Scott Bolt, 1856-1940

Simon Peter Scott, 1857-1944

Sarah E. Scott Dickerson, 1859-1952

Samuel Cephas Scott, 1863—-1926

Stephen Matthew Scott, 1869-1954

Susan Mary Scott, 1869-1939

James Rufus Scott, 1874-1944

Unah R. Scott, 1877-1879

One of those children, Susan Mary Scott,
would become D. W. Scott’s wife.
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And once again we see just how intertwined
these old mountain families were. Following
one name in an old manuscript can lead us
through several generations and into families
whose descendants remain scattered through-
out Patrick County and far beyond today.

I think we will stop here for now. There is
quite a bit of information to absorb in this in-
stallment, and there is still much more of D.
W. Scott’s History of Meadows of Dan waiting
for us.

But before we leave these families, I keep
thinking about those nine Cockram children.

Had D. W. Scott not mentioned Spencer Cock-
ram, perhaps there would have been no reason
for me to follow Spencer’s family forward to his
son John Bishop Cockram. And had I not fol-
lowed that trail through the old records, those
nine little lives might have remained nothing
more than names and dates tucked away in a
death register.

That is why I believe it is important to stop
and learn something about each person Scott
mentions.

History does not belong only to governors,
generals, presidents, and famous men and
women. It also belongs to a mountain black-
smith, a schoolteacher, an ironworker hauling
pots to Lynchburg, a family barricading a door
against a hungry bear, and a Patrick County
mother and father who somehow endured the
unimaginable loss of nine children.

Their stories matter, too.

Next week, we will continue with Part IIT of
D. W. Scott’s History of Meadows of Dan. As

FACEBOO

we travel farther through Scott’s memories, I
hope readers will discover connections to their
own ancestors—or perhaps remember a story
once told by a parent or grandparent about one
of these early residents of the Meadows of Dan
community.

Sometimes all it takes is one familiar name
to bring an old story back to life.

For story ideas, questions, or comments,
Woody may be reached at rockcastlecreekl@
gmail.com or 276-692-9626.

Blue Ridge Regional
Airport gets $5M for
terminal

Blue Ridge Regional Airport in Martinsville
will receive more than $5 million for terminal
construction as part of nearly $40 million in new
Commonwealth Aviation Fund investments an-
nounced by Gov. Abigail Spanberger.

The funding, awarded by the Virginia Aviation
Board, will support projects at 65 public-use air-
ports across Virginia. Blue Ridge Regional Air-
port is among the largest recipients, with more
than $5 million designated for its terminal proj-
ect.

The investments follow legislation signed by
Spanberger earlier this year that updated the
allocation formula for the Commonwealth Avi-
ation Fund for the first time since its creation
in 1986.

Virginia’s airport system generates an esti-
mated $42 billion in economic output, supports
nearly 220,000 jobs and produces $15.2 billion
in wages, according to the Virginia Department

ADVERTISE WITH US

" Tired of
driving
to the

EYeleiillledM Ve'll pick it up at your curb|

Household pickup once a week - $36 month
Dumpsters for residential and business use available.

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS.

Please call for pricing. 216=251-1303

RURAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Garbage Collection in P.C.
\ ruralservicesinc.@swva.net

HUGE SELECTION
OF LIFT CHAIRS

Small,
Medium
and Large
size chairs
available

Starting at

RIVERSIDE FURNITURE

1580 GREENSBORO ROAD | MARTINSVILLE, VA

276.632.1286

of Aviation.
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LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM.

* We sell cattle, goats, sheep & pigs.
* State Graded Feeder Sale every Saturday

For directions to our facility, weekly
updates of upcoming events and current
sale prices, please visit our website:
www.springlakeauctions.com.

Please feel free to call us at

(540) 297-1707.
e appreciate yow business!

1069 SICKLE COURT, MONETA, VA 24121

THERE'S BLOOD
IN THE WATER
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(cont. from page 1)

was discharged that morning.

“So everyone is okay. Our driv-
er is not at fault nor got a ticket,
and that is about all we know right

now,” he said.

Wood said the bus driver had al-
ready completed his route, which
was local to the Meadows of Dan
area, and was taking the bus to the
bus garage in Stuart for service.

“We are very thankful that no
children were on the bus,” he said.

Wood said the bus appears to be
totaled, but the school division is
waiting for an insurance adjuster to
inspect it before making that deter-
mination. He expects the inspection
to take place sometime this week.

Wood said the division does not
have funds earmarked to replace

cycle.

the bus during the current budget

“We hope insurance will help
offset that cost, and with some ad-

ditional savings, we will look at

Wood said.

replacing it because I would hope
the other vehicle’s insurance would
definitely cover, and we’ll use our
insurance, maybe legal assistance,
to help try and replace the bus,”

The division has seven spare bus-
es that it rotates for monthly main-
tenance, Wood said, so student pick-
up and drop-off will not be affected.

“They put a sticker magnet over
the bus number so that the bus
number now reflects the same bus
number that had completed that
route prior to the accident,” he said.

Library

(cont. from page 2)

much. Her focus is on
mental health and all
that comes along with
it. To let people know,
they are not alone.
There i1s no shame in
it. There were sever-
al laugh out loud mo-
ments, some shock-
ing parts and I even
teared up at one point.
I feel like we all left
the library that eve-
ning, loving one an-
other more and being
more appreciative to
everyone’s situation.
You don’t know the
struggles some peo-
ple have gone through
or are going through,
so we should be more
empathetic and give
grace to our neighbors.
That was my feeling
anyways as I left the
library that night. A
good reminder for us
all. Christina and Pe-
ter Holland-- you are
both amazing and 1
am so appreciative for
all you do.

Book Bingo this
month was packed. 1
had announced it on
our local radio station,
WHEO, the day prior
and apparently people
heard about a program
that really liked. I had

to set up additional

tables and chairs and
the meeting room was
full. Kaye did an in-
credible job and even
had to create a roster
to keep tabs on win-
ning games for book
prizes at the end.

Our monthly quil-
ters came out and
continued working on
their current projects
and teaching begin-
ners some tips and
tricks. Sit and Stitch
was attended by our
regulars, who are
working on rugs and
crochet (I think).

August’s Home-
school Bookworm
theme was Board
Game Day. It was a
hit. During summer
reading I met several
new  homeschooling
families to the area
and told them about
the HB program that
we offer each month.
They told some other
people and we ended
up going from maybe
four people each month
to in August, having
21 people. I was blown
away. I discussed with
the parents, whether
they would be inter-
ested in doing “board
game day” monthly
and they were all for

it. Later in the week,
I discussed a possi-
ble one Wednesday a
month, board game
day for another group
of older homeschool-
ers with some other
homeschool moms and
they were so positive
about it. So, look for
that program to start
to become a regular
again twice a month.
How fun!

Trivia night was
another success that
came out of August.
We had six teams
answering general
knowledge fifth grade
level questions for 90
minutes. It was loud
and entertaining and
the winning team
“The Average dJoe’s”
showed they were
above average, scoring
93 points. One family
came for the first time,
after hearing about
it at the Homeschool
Bookworm program.
Everyone seemed to
have had a wonderful
time and I look for-
ward to the next one,
which will be Sitcom
September Trivia.

We finished out
the month with our
Senior Social. This

month’s event was a

THANK YOU FOR READING
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202 West Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, VA
Phone 276-694-3145

www.moodyfuneralservices.com

Terri S. Wood, Manager

Linda Collins Williams
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Mrs. Linda  Col-
lins Williams, age 76
of Stuart, Virginia,
passed away peacefully
at Lewis Gale Medical
Center on Sunday, Au-
gust 30, 2026. She was
born in Patrick Coun-
ty on April 10, 1950,
to the late Lee Collins
and Katie Hooker Col-
lins. In addition to her
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her
husband, Wade Ed-
ward Williams; and a
sister, Shirley Collins.
Linda was a member of
New Hope Community
Church. She enjoyed
traveling, especially
traveling to Tennessee
and to go see her fam-
ily in Alabama. She
loved babies, playing
rook, Elvis, and An-

gels. She was a very
loving Mom, adoring
Nana, devoted wife,

caring sister, aunt, and

friend.

Left to cherish the
memories of Linda
are her son, Eddie
Williams (Angela);
one stepson, Duane
Williams; one step-
daughter, Revonda
Morse (Johnny); nine
grandchildren, Isaac
Williams, Isabella Wil-
liams, Ashleigh Wil-
liams, Jake Williams,
Jill Williams, Brent
Morse, Morgan Morse,
Lexy Cummings, and
Laurel Wagoner; one

brother, Jerry Collins;
two sisters, Sue Hanks
and Ervie Stevens;
and several nieces and
nephews.

The funeral for Mrs.
Williams will be held
on Friday, September
4, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.
at New Hope Com-
munity Church with
Pastor Mark Collins
officiating. Burial will
immediately follow in
the church cemetery.
The family will receive
friends Thursday eve-
ning from 6:00 — 7:30 at
Moody Funeral Home
in Stuart. In lieu of
flowers, memorial do-
nations may be sent to
New Hope Communi-
ty Church, 1863 Clark

House Farm Road,
Stuart, Virginia 24171.
Online condolences

may be sent by visiting
www.moodyfunerals-
ervices.com.

Finger Food Picnic.
Essentially a potluck
except with finger
foods. Guests brought
pimento cheese crois-
sants, turkey Hawai-
ian rolls, fruit salad,
tomato-basil-mozza-
rella bites, oatmeal
bar  cookies, mini
cheesecakes, sausage
balls, antipasti salad,
blueberry muffins,
chocolate chip cheese-
cake bites, chips and
salsa, chips and pick-
le dip, pumpkin rolls
lemonade, sweet tea,
coffee and water. I
told guests in my wel-
come speech, that if
they left the library
hungry, then it was
their own fault. It was
a good day and a great
way to end the month.

What does Septem-
ber have in store for
us here at the Patrick
County Library? Lu-
cia will be delivering
a program on how to
navigate the catalog
and use our website
to its potential and
the Caring Hearts
Free Clinic will be
coming at the end of

September to do free
blood pressure checks
to anyone who wants
that service. There is
always something to
do here at the Patrick
County Library for all
ages. Thank you for
your continued sup-
port and, as always,
happy reading!

*Don’t forget on the
second Tuesday at
8:30 a.m., I will be re-

vealing three free triv-
1a answers on WHEO.
92.7 FM or go to the
website and listen to it
streaming. WHEO Ra-
dio - Lightning Stream
Player

Should you have
any questions, com-
ments, or concerns—
please email me or
call during normal
business hours. 276-
694-3352, press 1.

Cynthia M. Jones, AA, AS

1111 Spruce Street
MARTINSVILLE, VA
(276) 666-0401

Your relationships are why Ashbrook Audiology has corrected hearing
issues for 20 years. Your relationships are more important than anything
else in your life. Correcting your hearing issues positively improves
every relationship you have. People just like you regain and strengthen
their relationships with their family and friends everyday because they
discovered Ashbrook Audiology. Come in today and experience first-
hand the incredible and affordable increase in your quality of life these
communication systems can bring you, and from professionals who
wear hearing instruments themselves.

WE TAKE YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS SERIOUSLY!
DO YOU!

SHBROOK
UDIOLOGY

O

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

4500 Riverside Drive
DANVILLE, VA
(434) 792-2182

1-877-610-HEAR (4327)
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The Day Our World
Changed Forever: 9/11, 2001

By Van Yandell

We arrived in Ham-
burg, Germany just
after dark from Am-
sterdam. Walking a
street a few blocks from
the train station, we
passed by a group of
Middle-Eastern  men.
One was heard saying
“Americans!”

Later my traveling
friend told me they fol-
lowed us. This was a
little over a year before
the 9/11 terrorist attack
on America. We later
learned that the ter-
rorist staged in Ham-
burg and I will always
wonder if those men we
passed on the street and
followed us were some
of those hijackers.

Had they attacked us
the possibility of their
plans being discovered
was extreme. That
may have been what
prevented trouble with
those six men. We'll
never know for sure.

The morning of Sep-
tember 11, I had been to
a local hardware store.
When I pulled into the
driveway, wife Margie
came running out tell-
ing me “America is be-
ing attacked!”

We sat at the TV
watching the disaster
unfold and I remember
thinking “I'm sure glad
we're here in our West-
ern Kentucky home and
not in New York.” A year
before to the day we had
been in New York with
another couple.

The size of the World
Trade Towers was
overwhelming to this
country boy. A work of
architectural  design,
engineering and con-
struction expertise, the
towers were an impres-
sive work of artistic de-
sign.

Early in the morning
of September 12th, we
received a call from our
Disaster Relief team
leader. Our team was
headed to New York
“tonight” and we were
needed.

We loaded up our
gear, which we kept
packed for immediate
call-outs, and left home
bound for New York.
We were to meet the DR
convoy in Ashland, Ken-
tucky but by the time
we arrived they had al-
ready left.

We drove through the
night but never caught
up with them. We dis-
covered at Raritan Val-
ley church in New Jer-
sey the next morning,
they had stopped on the
interstate to sleep and
we had passed them.
The DR convoy arrived
a few hours later.

Total confusion was
the perfect descriptor
for the next few days.
Finally on Friday of
that week, national DR
found us a place to set
up, under the Brooklyn
Bridge on the Brooklyn
side of the East River.

The following is an
excerpt from my article
published  September
2022:

“We crossed the Ver-
razano-Narrows Bridge
in the middle of the
night, after one a.m. As
we crossed the bridge,
to the left, the Statue of
Liberty was visible. Be-
yond her, we could see
the smoke blowing out
over the water from the
destroyed twin towers.

I remember saying to
wife Margie, “Our world
1s changed forever.” Lit-
tle did I know how ac-
curate that statement
actually was.

We arrived in the city
about two in the morn-
ing. The streets were
not deserted at that
time of night as I would
have expected. Sever-
al people standing and
talking waved at us as
we approached our des-
tination.

A silence existed in
the city that was sur-
real. There were no
sirens, horns, people
chattering or construc-
tion noises as we had
heard on previous trips.
A pall of death, fear and
apprehension hung over
Manhattan like a dense
cloud.

America, once again,
went to war. Retaliation
seemed logical, but the
terrorists thought their
attack was retaliation.
They saw America as
the invading force when
we attacked Saddam
Hussain’s Republican
Guard in Kuwait in
1991. By invading their
sacred land, the fight
was on.

It is not my place to
say if that was right or
wrong but it started a
fight that would last for
generations. Actually, I
should say it continued
a fight that began 4000
years ago between Sar-
ah and Hagar (Genesis
21: 10). Always remem-
ber, everyone is a ter-
rorist to someone.”

Once in New York
City, we set up the mo-
bile kitchen unit to be
ready to prepare break-
fast for first responders
by morning. The unit
was capable of prepar-
ing 15,000 meals per
day. Later, intelligence
determined the Brook-
Iyn Bridge was consid-
ered for a second New
York target.

We camped out in a
warehouse under the
bridge. It was full of
supplies sent in by civic
groups, churches, fire
departments, school
children and many oth-
ers. We were told there
were seven such ware-
houses around the city.

We had gone to New
York in our Nissan pick-
up. We were drafted to
haul supplies to Ground

Zero. There was a fire-
man from Louisville
with us. The three of
us crammed into the
front of the Nissan.
Most loads were tak-
en between midnight
and dawn. We hauled
gloves, coffee, lip balm,
side grinders, sledge
hammers, cheese crack-
ers, peanut butter and
anything else the site
workers needed.

Near Ground Zero,
even after a week or
more, there was a smell
in the air. Several times
we smelled human flesh
burning. We had grit in
our teeth and probably
in our lungs. Walking
down a street near the
site, even at night, we
could see thick layers of
gray, powdery concrete
dust through store win-
dows.

The on-site workers to
whom we delivered sup-
plies did not talk. When
I asked where to put
supplies, they usually
just pointed. The only
response [ remember
was a statement of ap-
preciation when we de-
livered coffee pots and
coffee.

We had little rest
time during the days.
During the day, barri-
cades were blocking the
site several blocks out
from Ground Zero.”

All in all, our experi-
ence could be described
as horrible, yet we saw
a building of American
patriotism and resolve
not seen in many years.
“United we stand, divid-
ed we fall.”

Since then I have
been accused of promot-
ing Christian National-
ism for America. While
that is not my intention,
we must understand
one of our most precious
freedoms is freedom of
religion. Lest we forget
our experiences on 9/11,
we must not forget the
religion America was
founded on was Chris-
tianity.

Christians should
promote freedom from
the penalty of sin as
a faith based belief in
Christ dJesus, crucified
and resurrected.

Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts
teacher, an ordained
gospel evangelist and
missionary. His email is
vmy3451@gmail.com.

BY WILSON CASEY

1. Is the book of Labour
(KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?
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2. From Ecclesiastes 4, how
many are better than one,
because they have a good re-
ward for their labor? 1, 3, 5, 7

3. In 1 Kings 5, how many
thousand men comprised the
labor force that King Solo-
mon raised? 1, 5, 10, 30

4. Which son of Abda was in
charge of the forced labor in Da-
vid’s kingdom? Baal, Adoni-
ram, Cyrenius, Phaneul

5. From Exodus 20, how
many days shalt thou labor
and do all thy work? 2, 4, 6, 7

6. Proverbs 14:23 states,
“In all labor there is ...” Love,
Hope, Light, Profit

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2)
Two, 3) Thirty, 4) Adoniram,
5) Six, 6) Profit

Skyline Pentecostal Holiness Church
1515 Rock Church Rd.
Meadows of Dan, Virginia

Rev. Tommy Gosnell
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School 10 am
Worship Services 11 am

(Risen Jord
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

59 Mountain View Loop

Stuart
(actually in Patrick Springs)

276.236.7814
Office Hours (Tue-Thu 8 am -3 pm)

Reconciliation
Sundays 7:45 - 8:15 a.m.

Paﬂiﬁk Springs Pentecostal Hﬁ]i[iess

k260 Spring Rd., Pairick Springs, VA - 278-804-8257

Funday Worship 1045 am
Fenday Sobool for all sges 945 am
Wednesdeys
Commmunity Meal & Fervice §:00 pm
Food Diskibution Minisin:
Menday, Wednesday and Friday

JUHIC o gt s ki o Tl e it

Bringing the World to Christ
9:45 Junday Schaol

11:00 Worship Service
{mmhgmr.mg

108 W, Blue Ridge St _|:J|.-Ej:\".'_

sy

Stuart Seventh-Day Adventist Church
220 Patrick Avenue, PO Box 1078, Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-7677 « www.stuartva.adventistchurch.org
A, AR, SATURDAY SERVICES:
Sabbath School - 9:20; Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come visit our Bible-believing church

J

Super Crossword

Join the
Church
Page

Call (276)340-2445
today!
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ACROSS 48 Break outof 86 Creamy DOWN 33Inademure 71 Prada rival

1 Device an egg vinaigrette 1 Humiliate way 72 Corn cores
causing a 52 ‘A Streetcar with little 2 Fireside drink 35 Tummy 73 Fig.on a new
machine to Named crunchy bits 3 Implied but muscles car sticker
operate Desire” 89 Great risk not stated 36 Hurry along 77 Rules,

9 Hindu dramatist 91 Big blue body 4 Prenatal 39 After-hours in brief
religious 57 Hair hider 92 More urgent chambers $$$ sources 80 Give a visual
retreat 58 Milkshake 93 Chaotic state 5 Gentleman 40 Ragu product once-over to

15 Mini-plateaus alternatives 94 Supermarket thief Lupin of 41 Like many 82 “Beast” star

20 Regatta 59 Was wearing vehicle fiction vehicles on Elba
event 60 Certain 97 A, in Spain 6 Subdue with steep hills 83 Street rep

21 Cry before fitness ctr. 99 Brain product astun gun 42 Main dishes 86 Performed for
“No hands!” 61 Coconut tree, 101 Starts of 7 Phil of folk 44 Pfeiffer of 87 Yemen's

22 Best of the lot eg. some flashy 8 1910s-'20s “Cybill" capital

23 Long-running 62 Hurricanes, combo shots auto 45 Like some 88 Prior to
showbiz eg. in hoops 9 God of Islam thickish paper 90 Salt for
news 64 “3022" 107 Reins in 10 Certain towels wintry roads
program co-star 112 1990s vegan frank 47 Anarmand 95 Decay

25 New Jersey’s Omar subcompact 11 With aleg 96 Twisting
— Hall 66 Diner fave car model 113-Across, 49 “Not true!” force
University 67 “—costyal” 113 See 11-Down DIYers’ 50 Radio or 98 Star-related

26 Evening 68 Pleasant 114 Embark on a guides TV station 100 Opening
galas feeling after voyage 12 “Gunga Din” identifiers opera
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28 Somemed. 73 Wizard, in 117 Super-rare 13 BP’s merger WWW pages 101 Audibly
X-rays fantasy basketball partner 53 Squalor of stunned

30 Stay home fiction feat ...or 14 Sirs’ counter- Lemony 102 “l wanna try!”
for a meal 74 “Presence” what each parts Snicket books 103 Runs easily
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dessert) wastewater 126 Menu section 31 Sleep clinic slang 119 Inferior
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1 2 [3 |4 |5 |6 |7 |8 9 |10 |11 [12 [13 |14 15 [16 [17 [18 |19

20 22

25

~
&)
—_—

N

3|7

2 8|6

417

numbers fro

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
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€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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CLASSIFIED

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based
on race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any such preferences, limita-

tion or discrimination. Our readers are informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper
are available on an equal opportunity basis. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call (276) 694-3101

SERVICES

KENDRICK PAVING
& TRUCKING, PAVING,
Sealing, Line Striping,
Gravel Hauling and
Mulch. Rodney Kendrick
276-629- 3913 or 276-
340-7786. Email at
kendrickpaving@gmail.
com Carrying on the
tradition of quality.

CLAYTON KENDRICK
PAVING
(Original Kendrick
Paving) Gravel hauling
and spreading, grading,
mulch, dirt, pavement
maintenance and
striping. 42 years
experience.
Reasonable prices.
Call (276) 694- 7786
(office) or (276)- 340-
8786 (cell) Email:
ckendrick@embargmail.
com or claytonk81@
gmail.com

WOODWRX
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry
- fine woodworking,
design, tile, closet &
garage organizers,
repairs, etc.
Originally based in
Palm Beach County-
References
Bob Morehouse
Phone: 276-930-1703
Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail: Bob@Woodwrx.
net Website: Woodwrx.
net

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS
Heating, Cooling &
Electrical Contractors,
SALES & SERVICES,
Licensed in VA & NC,
276-694-7308

CUSTOM CARPENTRY,
fencing, decks, roofing,
siding, gutter cleaning
and guard installation,
tree removal, painting,
cleanouts, chimney
cleaning and repair.
Free local estimates
276-224-4623.

STEVE’S MOWER
REPAIR
Service and repair
for all makes of lawn
mowers. Pick up
and delivery for a
reasonable charge
based on your location.
We offer disposal of
old mowers with free
pick up and sell used
mowers and other
power equipment. Call
276-694-3748. If no
answer, leave your
name and number. We'll
call you back.

HOUSE PAINTING
House Painting, interior,
exterior, also log cabins
& metal roofs, and deck

staining. Call George
Scott (276) 403-1589.

YARD SALES

Multiple Family Yard
Sale
661 Collinstown
Road, Stuart, VA (Dry
Pond Area). Thursday,
September 17 & Friday
September 18, 8am to
4pm, Saturday Septem-
ber 19, 8am to 1pm.
Lots of items to choose
from.

EACH GROW YOUR BUSINESS
. WIRGINIA  REACH OVER 1 MILLION
Kly

Media Solutions
AD NETWORK Co

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
REACH OVER 1MILLION
feekly

:‘\E/Ig:&NIA

Media Solutions ve
/AD NETWORK Cont:

g at $330
ot started.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote your upcoming
auctions statewide! Af-

fordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your
target audience. Call
this paper or Common-
wealth Media Solutions
804-521-7570, advertis-
ing@commonwealthme-
diasolutions.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by
a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call
today 1-877-614-6667
to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off
installation + Addition-
al 10% off install (for
military, health workers
& 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$525.00 + $89.00 court

cost. WILLS-$295.00.
No court appearance.
Estimated completion
time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE ENTERPRISE

Kelsey Fain
REALTOR

KFain@fourriversva.com (276)693-3620
91521 Jeb Stuart Hwy PO Box 823 Stuart, VA 24171

U
Jamie's _¢.
Recycling X
Center
BuyiNG: CANS, CoPPER, BATTERIES,
ALUMINUM, AuTOMOBILES, CONVERTERS,
WHEELS, STAINLESS STEEL, ELECTRONICS

(NO TVS), aND MORE.
276-694-5692 ror Prices

Q@ Wy

Home Clean Out or Construction?
Call 276-694-5692 for Pricing & Details

We offer Roll
Off Services

Jamie's Recycling Center
3609'S Mayo|Dr: |‘Stuart, VA 24171
276-694-5692
HouRs:IM-E" | 8A -4:45p || LUNCH: 11:45A - 1P
“With God/All Possible.* Matthew!19:26

ADVERTISE WITH US
CALL 276-3402445

SunSetlen

America’s #1 Awning

: Call 1-844-746-2332 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY! ||

Instant shade at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

JOIN OUR

FREE

DIGITAL
NEWSLETTER
INSTEAD

DON'T FALL BEHIND
ON YOUR READING

GO TO theenterprise.net

B CLICK NOW T0 JOIN -

STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no FISH DAY!
hidden fees and acti- IT'S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!
vation is free. All plans Delivery Will Be:
feature unlimited talk h
R . L
and text, starting at just K E Thurs. Sept 24
$20/month. For more — Stuart 12:15-1:00
informa2ti602n ’5(5;%2 1-855- c% '@ Wood'’s Cold Storage
) & =
Martinsville 2:00-2:45
We guth:éjslg? for ; @ Southern States Max Ke“da“
as ! =
; [ s
No repairs. No fuss. — | e
Any condition. Easy E n LIKELLiiEc:rlfacebook! l“mber & Tl“
three step process: —_ g R .
Call, get cash offer and C§ P”ce REduced
get paid. Get your fair P :
cash offer today by call- é o —— Metal ROOfmg
ing Liz Buys Houses: == ® -800-643-8430 Now Made In
1-844-216-5028 — www.fishwagon.com Axt V.
on, va.
Reach Over 1 Million Readers With This Ad! | | 276-650-2825
No other media offers the audience Let Commonwealth Free call 1-888-434-2825
of loyal, local, repeat readers you'll Media Solutions do all
o pato o noutsooron, | | erionass | | Lynchburg, Va.
. newspapers! We can target di ted
S your message, statewide c:)ss?un i 434'82 1'32 51
orregional. Free Call 1-833-593-3251
Viraini Reidsville, NC
g Commonwealth 336-348-1600
Contact Kelly McCauley Media Solutions
Free call 1-833-205-1600
(804) 521-7580 ==
20 COLORS

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this
season

EXPIRES: : 11/30/2026

25% OFF LeafFiiter + 10% e -

Get a FREE full gutter

inspection and estimate: 1-877-614-6667

itional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926,
3 4, IA C127230, LA 5595 3
MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, MI 262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT
266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354,
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

*Promotional offer includes 25% off plus an addi
bined with other offers. See representative for full warrant%/
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-5160:

Classic Rib - PBR Panel
Standing Seam - 5V

 Buy Direct™
\and Save! /

American Made
Top Quality

Promo: 285

44, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292

GENERAC

#1standby
_generator

’ worldwide. -

Get whole-home

Call 844-947-1479 to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply

Low Prices

Made Same Day
40 Year Warranty

WE FINANCE
METAL
ROOFS ON
YOUR HOME

Snow Guards

Lumber
Rough - Dressed - Treated
PACKAGE BUILDINGS
Contractors Welcome

maxkendalllumber.com
8261 Mountain Valley Rd
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(Meeting/event information must be re-
ceived no later than 5 p.m. on Friday before
the desired publication date. Email to dhall@
theenterprise.net.)

Meetings

Thursday, Sept. 10
The Patrick County School Board will meet
at 5:30 p.m. in the school board office.

Monday, Sept. 14

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors
will meet at 6 p.m. in the third-floor court-
room of the Patrick County Administration
Building.

Tuesday, Sept. 15

The Patrick County Planning Commission
will meet at 6 p.m. in the community room of
Patrick & Henry Community College.

Wednesday, Sept. 16
The Stuart Town Council will meet at 6
p.m. in the town office.

Events

Saturday, Sept. 12

A memorial service for David Lusk, who
served as vice president of the Stuart Birth-
place, will be held at the birthplace at 2 p.m.
Tom Perry’s new book, Volume Two of Laurel
Hill’s Many Histories, will be available at the
annual encampment in October. The book is
dedicated to Lusk, who died recently.

Sunday, Sept. 13

The 50th Hughes Family Reunion will be
held at the Hughes Family Shelter on Trot
Valley Road. A covered dish lunch will be
served at 1 p.m. following a brief business
meeting. Paper products and drinks will be
provided. For more information call Danny R.
Hughes at 336 648 2860.

Monday, September 14
A Five-Star Stay For Bees, 1 p.m., at Pat-
rick & Henry Community College Fab Lab,

L'cewate'c
SERVICE CENTER

1329 Scenic Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-7417 or (276) 358-1580

Hours: Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30, Sat 8:00 to 2:00
VALVOLINE AND SCHAEFFER OIL PRODUCTS

Now f}ﬁe'cing _' ==
TIRES & FRONT @

B

END ALIGNMENT

« State Inspections
« Oil Changes using Amsoil,
Valvoline & Schaeffer Oil Products
« Full Brake Service
for Disc and Drum Brakes
 Replacement of Belts and Hoses
e Tune Ups
- Tire Rotations
- Starter and Alternator
Replacement
- Battery Replacement

10% DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS
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212 Wood Brothers Dr, Stuart. Help create
a welcoming habitat for native bees and oth-
er pollinators. Build your own bee hotel and
learn simple ways to support the pollinators
that help our gardens, flowers, and communi-
ties thrive. A $10 supply fee is required at the
time of registration. In-person registration
required at Patrick County Branch Library.

Tuesday, Sept. 15-Saturday, Sept. 19

Patrick County Agricultural Fair will be
held at Rotary Field in Stuart, with rides,
midway, prizes, games, fair food, exhibits,
livestock, music and more. For more, visit
www.patrickcountyfair.com.

Wednesday, Sept. 16

The Patrick County Food Bank will distrib-
ute food boxes from 8:30-11 a.m. and from
5-6:30 p.m. at the Stuart site, from 8-10 a.m.
at Fellowship Church in Ararat, and begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. at the Community Building
in Meadows of Dan.

Friday, Sept. 18
The community food truck will be at Fairy-
stone VFD from 3-4 p.m.

Free community meal, 4-6 p.m., at Ross
Harbour Methodist Church, 6260 Elamsville
Road, Stuart.

Saturday, Sept. 26

The Genealogical Society of Rockingham
& Stokes counties will hold its semi-annual
Genealogy Fair at the Madison-Mayodan Li-
brary. Doors open at 10 a.m., and activities
will run until 3 p.m.

Ongoing

American Legion Post 105 meets the third
Friday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Post
building at 553 American Legion Road, Stu-
art. All are welcome.

VFW Post 7800 meets on the 4th Tuesday
of every month. Premeeting meal starts at
6 p.m.; meeting starts at 7 p.m., 939 VFW
Road, Patrick Springs. Qualified new mem-
bers welcome.

Patrick County Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard meets on the first Tuesday of every

OBITUARY
SUBMISSION
DEADILINE
MONDAY AT NOON

“We Feed What We Sell”

Economically priced and more feed value for your money.

AVAILABLE IN BAG OR BULK
* Horse Feed * Sheep & Goat Feed
* Chicken Feed * Hay Stretcher
* Beef Grower Feeds  + Calf Feed
* Corn Gluten Pellets  * Soyhull Pellets
Whole Beef Hamburger ~ $5.75/1b.
HAMBURGER PATTIES $6.00 LB.

We buy Corn, Oats, Wheat & Barley. Call for price.

Call for prices today!
888-777-5912

Jason Pendleton

Performance
Livestock & Feed

Company

Mark Pendleton

month at the American Legion Post 105, at
6 p.m. Interested veterans are welcome to at-
tend.

Inside yard sale to benefit Patrick Coun-
ty Alzheimer’s Group LLC. 109 Buena Vis-
ta, Stuart, Monday, Wednesday & Friday,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Members meet on the first
Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the Alz-
heimer’s office. New members are welcome.
For more information, call (276) 693-6018.

The Coffee Break Café hosts live music on
Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Bring an instru-
ment, or just come and listen.

Community meal at Salem Church on Sa-
lem Church Road in Critz, the first Sunday
of every month at 12:10 p.m. Call (276) 222-
1069 with questions.

The Patrick Springs Ruritan Club meets at
6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of each month
in the community room at Patrick Springs
Park, 2 Ballpark Road, Patrick Springs.

Vesta Alzheimer’s Group LLC meets at the
Vesta Community Center on the third Tues-
day of each month at noon. Both groups wel-
come new members and invite caregivers to
attend. Literature is also available.

Ararat Ruritan Club holds Rook games ev-
ery Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m.

Free Community Meal, on the 4th Wednes-
day, 5 p.m., Raven Rock Wesleyan Church,
1912 Raven Rock Road, Ararat. Take out or
dine in. Call Scott or Nann Phillips at (276)
773-6004 or email pastor@ravenrockchurch.
org.

The Carroll County Genealogy Club is open
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days.

Willis Gap Community Center: Members
Meeting, the first Tuesday of the month at
6:30 p.m.; Appalachian Acoustic Open Jam,
every Friday. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food,
with music and dancing, 6:30-9 p.m.; Golden
Oldies Open Jam is on the last Tuesday of the
month. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for food, mu-
sic, and dancing from 6:30-9 p.m.

Wilderness - Stuart, Inc.
Buying Logs
Standing Timber or Timberland

Stuart, VA

Contact Ronnie Bolt at

(276) 694-4432

DON'T FALL BEHIND
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JOIN OUR o
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INSTEAD

—

GO TO theenterprise.net

5 ek now 0 Jo

STAY UP TO DATE ON LOCAL NEWS

WHEO

“Small Town Station with a BIG Town Sound”

92.7FM

Classic Hits

wheoradio.com
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LEGAL
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vDOT

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH
OPERATOR SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equip-
ment owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with op-
erators for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville
Residency which includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and
Carroll during the winter of 2026-2027. Price per hour shall in-
clude operators, fuel, tire chains, supplies and required insurance.
VDOT will need dump trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders,
backhoes, dozers, track loaders, tractors, rubber-tire loaders and
farm tractors. All equipment shall be equipped for night work and
be in good mechanical condition to ensure a safe and dependable
24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the right to determine acceptabil-
ity of equipment size and condition for the task. Contractors sub-
mitting prices meeting the requirements of the Agreement may be
contracted with and may be eligible to receive a bonus payment

and a minimum guaranteed payment for the season.
Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B
bidding site at https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.gov. All new and re-
turning Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement
Portal (eVA) in order to do business with the Commonwealth of
Virginia (https://eva.virginia.gov).
Applications received by 7:00 PM on Friday September 18, 2026
may be eligible for a bonus payment. See the EVA posting for ad-
ditional information, including contract requirements.
Questions can be directed to the Martinsville
Residency from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday.
Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow(@vdot.virginia.gov

EEO/AA Employer

TRUSTEE’S SALE
3165 AYERS ORCHARD RD
STUART, VA 24171

In execution of the Deed of Trust in the original principal amount of $170,000.00, dated June 22, 2022,
and recorded as Instrument Number 220001163 in Patrick County land records, the appointed Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the entrance to the Circuit Court of Patrick County, 101
Blue Ridge Street, Stuart, Virginia 24171-0148 on October 08, 2026 at 2:30 PM, the property described
in said deed of trust, located at the above address and more particularly described as follows:

THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN THE TOWN/CITY OF STUART,

STATE OF VIRGINIA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

The Patrick County Board of Su-
pervisors will hold a joint public
hearing with the Planning Com-
mission for public comment on
the proposed subdivision ordi-
nance on September 28, 2026
at 6 PM in the Patrick County
Veterans Memorial Building, 106
Rucker Street, Stuart, VA 24171.

ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE MAYO RIVER

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OF PATRICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA BEING MORE PARTICULARLY

DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS TO WIT:

CONTAINING 4.746 ACRES, AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF SURVEY ENTITLED “R. KENNON
CLARK AND RUBY V. CLARK,” PREPARED BY R. CLEVE LAWSON, LS, DATED MARCH 18,
2008, AND RECORDED IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PATRICK

COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AS INSTRUMENT NUMBER 10002108.

The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical condition without warranty of any kind.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price or of the original principal
amount of the subject Deed of Trust, whichever is lower, by cashier’s or certified check required at time
of sale except for the party secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time
of auction. Balance of the purchase price must be paid by cashier’s check within 15 days from sale date.
Except for Virginia Grantor tax, all settlement costs and expenses are purchaser’s responsibility. Taxes are
pro-rated to the date of sale. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the property. If purchaser
defaults, deposit may be forfeited and property resold at the risk and cost of the defaulting purchaser who
shall be liable for any deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and attorney’s fees of both
sales. If Trustee does not convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return of deposit without
interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust includ-
ing but not limited to determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was filed, a forbearance, repayment or
other agreement was entered into or the loan was reinstated or paid off; in any such event this sale shall be
null and void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall be return of deposit without interest. This communication
is from a debt collector and is an attempt to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for

that purpose.

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE: RAS Trustee Services, LLC, 101 North Lynnhaven Road,

Suite 104, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

RAS Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee

¢/o Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
11350 McCormick Road, Executive Plaza I, Suite 302
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031

(844) 442-2150

(470) 321-7112

THANK YOU
FOR READING

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104

PATRICK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

101 WEST BLUE RIDGE STREET/PO BOX 148, STUART, VA 24171

SHAVONDA REDD TEAGUE v. THOMAS B. TEAGUE

The object of this suit is to:

TO PROVIDE PROPER SERVICE TO THE DEFENDANT

It is ORDERED that THOMAS B. TEAGUE

appear at the above-named court and protect his interests on or before

September 25, 2026
8/20/2026

Case No. CL26000157-00

Red Bank
club meets

The Red Bank Ruritans held their monthly
meeting September 1, with guests from the Ev-
ery American Wellness Center, located at 4591
Claudville Highway in Claudville. Candice and
Amy spoke on four different services they pro-
vide: Red Light Therapy, Nutrition, Microcur-
rent, and Lymphatic Drainage.

The club will be doing a spaghetti supper
on September 26 at 5 p.m. Tickets are $12 for
adults and $5 for children.

On November 7 at 9 a.m., the club will host a
veterans breakfast for veterans and spouses.

Marriage Licenses

Issued in August

According to records in the Patrick County
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, the following mar-
riage licenses were issued in August:

Tyler M. Richard — Katharine G. Arnold

Michael L. Martin Jr.- Kellie T. Dalton

Robert W. Osborne - Brianna M. Mclver

Benny D. Adams- Shelby L. Reavis

ADVERTINE WITH U

Meeting

(cont. from page 1)

The Patrick County Board of Supervisors scheduled a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission to consider a
modification to the existing subdivision ordinance for September 28.

Clayton Kendrick of the Mayo River District
abstained, saying he was not prepared and did
not have all the information he needed. Steve
Marshall of the Blue Ridge District was ab-
sent from the meeting due to health reasons.

Overby said the proposed change was
prompted by concerns that some large parcels
were being divided in ways that appeared in-
tended to avoid the county’s subdivision ordi-
nance.

“Earlier this year, it was brought to the at-
tention of staff and several supervisors that
a few large parcels of land were being subdi-
vided with the apparent attempt to evade the
subdivision ordinance,” he said. “After further
review, we have determined that multiple
parcels have been divided and subsequently
sold or marketed as build-ready lots that may
not meet requirements for the installation of
wells and septic systems due to their size, lo-
cation, and/or design.”

Overby said some of the lots are larger than
the size currently regulated by the subdivi-
sion ordinance but appear to have been creat-
ed in an effort to fall outside the ordinance’s
requirements.

He said increasing the maximum lot size
would provide better oversight of subdivided
lots and protection for potential buyers.

As the board’s liaison to the Planning Com-
mission, Overby said he asked the commis-
sion in April to review the existing ordinance,
which was adopted in 2006, as well as another
version that the commission previously rec-
ommended for approval in 2014.

He also asked the commission to identify
other updates that may be needed.

“As of today, the Planning Commission
has been unable to provide the board with
an updated ordinance due to the very labo-
rious and time-constrained task of updating
our comprehensive plan,” Overby said. “In
the interim, I'm asking the board to consider
modifying our existing subdivision ordinance
to increase the maximum lot size, requiring
Planning Commission review, from two acres
to five acres, and any other immediate chang-
es the board deems necessary to ensure the
subdivision of property within Patrick County
is regulated in the best interest of its citizens,
future potential citizens, and the county.”

When the Planning Commission and Build-
ing Inspections have no say-so over a devel-
opment, Wood said the worst-case scenario is
emergency services not being able to access
properties because the roads weren’t built up
to standard in order to save money.

“I have two young stepchildren that are
around the age of looking for houses or buy-
ing property to build on. I'm not doing this to
make it harder on them at all, I promise you,”
Wood said. “I'm doing it specifically because
I don’t want No Business Mountain, I don’t
want Bull Mountain to look like Gatlinburg or
Pigeon Forge.”

Noting that some people say the county has
a housing issue, Wood said much of that issue
won’t be solved by this.

“This 1s houses that are second houses, third
houses. These are mountain homes for people
in Greensboro or New Jersey to come to may-
be once a year to put a camper on, to not even

put a permanent structure on,” he said. “So,
these are things I am trying to prevent so we
don’t end up looking like the Pigeon Forge and
Gatlinburg areas.”

Cox said he supports Wood’s position but is
concerned about the issue from a health and
environmental perspective.

“What I'm afraid of is if we have small lots
and we have no public sewer and no public
water in the rural area, it’s going to require
wells and septic services,” Cox said. “In order
for a septic service the land’s got to perk. So
in the interest of the potential buyer, if he
buys a lot of land that’s two acres and he can’t
find water on it and he can’t perk the land for
the septic service, what’s he going to do? He’s
stuck.”

Cox said having five acres provides a great-
er potential for supporting a septic system
and obtaining suitable drinking water.

Kendrick said he was unsure about the pro-
posed change.

“If there was someone that you could regu-
late to where the subdivisions” are, if it was
a subdivision that should be five acres “I can
see it,” Kendrick said. “But if it’s an individu-
al, if T wanted to let one of my kids have two
acres, and two acres in the right place, you're
going to get water and a septic tank on it. It
kind of makes it hard to set an opinion on 1it.”

Overby said the county already has an ex-
emption allowing property owners to subdi-
vide specifically for family members.

Kendrick said he would prefer to give the
Planning Commission more time to make rec-
ommendations.

“I wish if we had time, that the Planning
Commission could come up with some recom-
mendations to us,” he said.

Overby said the proposed change is intend-
ed as an interim measure while the Plan-
ning Commission continues its review of the
21-year-old ordinance.

“The intent is to allow the Planning Com-
mission to continue working on the ordi-
nance,” Overby said. “It is a 21-year-old or-
dinance, and it needs to be updated, but this
is going to be a preliminary measure to put a
halt to the subdivision that’s been going on.”

Overby also said changing the acreage re-
quirement would not eliminate the Planning
Commission’s ability to grant variances,
including for properties outside the fami-
ly-member exemption.

“So nothing is going to be concrete no mat-
ter what we do, but the Planning Commission
still has the ability to grant a variance as long
as it’s in the best interest of the county and
the personal property,” Overby said.

Cox said he believes the proposed change is
intended to prevent accelerated development
rather than harm smaller landowners.

“That creates a health problem for the peo-
ple that live in there who depend on water and
sewer from the ground,” Cox said. “I think if
I read this correctly there is an exemption for
single-family structures that is not applicable
by the use of this ordinance, so the intent of it
is simply for development.”

Overby said the goal is to provide greater
oversight.

“That’s pretty much all it is,” he said.
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Fair

(cont. from page 1)
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The Patrick County Historical Society & Museum was among the exhibitors at last year’s fair.

Shows Amusement Company,
which provides the fair’s rides,
that Patrick County is one of the
few agricultural fairs left in Vir-
ginia with this level of exhibitor
participation.

“Patrick County’s blessed in two
ways that I can say — our exhibi-
tors, and the agricultural exhibits
that we have between the quilting,
the canning. He (Cole staff) pret-
ty much says we blow everybody

away, even the big cities, on that
one,” he said.

Gunter estimates that 10,000 to
12,000 people will enter the fair-
grounds over the five-day event.

Live music will be performed
nightly in the Hooker Building
from 6 to 9 p.m.

On Tuesday, admission is free
for those ages 6 to 18, with the Lit-
tle Caesars Pizza Eating Contest
starting at 7:30 p.m.

Livestock exhibits, including cattle, will return for this year’s fair, which also will feature horses.

Horses will be among the exhib-
its in the animal barn, and there
will be a horseshoeing demonstra-
tion.

Musical performers include Her-
bert & Tina Conner, Borrowed
Earth, Trinity Church with Burgie
Penn and Mike Hall.

On Wednesday, the Beef Cattle
and Hogs Youth Livestock Compe-
tition will start at 6 p.m. at the an-
imal barn. The exhibitors’ costume
contest will follow.

Gary Collins, Doc & Bob Ash-
craft, Barry Collins, The Comp-
tons and The Country Boys will
take the stage.

Thursday is senior night, with
free admission for those 60 and
older, active-duty military mem-
bers, and veterans.

The animal barn will hold its
Sheep and Goats Livestock Shows
starting at 5 p.m. Sue Nester, Phil-
lip Adams, Shelly Roberts, and the
Joyful Noise will perform in the
Hooker Building.

Friday’s entertainment includes
Bruce Trent, JT Morrison and The
Foothill Country Boys. Students

will compete in the Poultry, Rab-
bits and Cavy Livestock Show
starting at 6 p.m.

On Saturday, a hay toss contest
will award prizes for the longest
toss in youth through adult age
groups.

Debbie Bennett, Snow Creek Old
Time Band with Charles Bowman,
and the Snow Creek Old Time
Band & Old Dominion Cloggers
will perform. The clogging and
flatfooting competition will begin
at 8:15 p.m.

The night will finish with a fire-
works display sponsored by the
Honey Pot on Main beginning at
approximately 10 p.m.

Gates open nightly at 5:30 p.m.,
with rides starting at 6 p.m. Ad-
mission is $5 for adults 19 and old-
er, $3 for those ages 6 to 18, and
free for children 5 and younger.

Wristbands are $30 for unlimit-
ed rides, or individual ride tickets
can be purchased for $1.25 each.

For more information, visit pat-
rickcountyfair.com or the Patrick
County Fair-Stuart, VA Rotary
Club Facebook page.

SEPTEMBER PATRICK COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY 2026
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
| | 1 | 2 | 3 4 | 5
Walking Club at the Rail The Digital Door to
Trail 9:00 NP he Rail Your Library-
B, | How to use the BRRL Sit & Stitch 11:00
’ catalog. Board Games Between
Chair Yoga 2:15* 11am and 4pm the Stacks
Gentle Yoga 5:15* Gentle Yoga 12:30* 10:30-12:00
8 9 | 10 11 12
Walking Club at the Rail Walking Club at the Rail
Trail 9:00 Trail 9:00
CLOSED Book Bingo 10:30 Not Your Mother’s
FOR Book Club 5:00
LABOR DAY Chair Yoga 2:15* 00k LIub 5:
Gentle Yoga 12:30*
Gentle Yoga 5:15*
15 16 | 17 18 | 19
Walking Club at the Rail Walking Club at the Rail
Barre Yoga 10:00* 11als:00 = Trail 9:00 Open Art Studio 1:00
Retired Teacher’s Book Crafty Chapters Club
Club 11:00 it & Stitch 11:00 11-1
The Bee Suite at the Chair Yoga 2:15* Gentle Yoga 12:30* (with Book Bedazzling)
Trivia 6:00
Fab Lab* P Board Games Between
Gentle Yoga 5:15 the Stacks  2:30
21 22 | 23 24 25 | 26
P Walking Club at the Rail
Barre Yogai10:00 Trail 9:00 Walking Club at the Rail D Ieas
Uil R Blood Pressure Senior Social 11:00
Screening Fall Craft Day
hair Yoga 2:15* 1lam
ChairYogaiz:15 Gentle Yoga 12:30*
Gentle Yoga 3:45*
| 29 30 | |
Walking Club at the Rail
Barre Yoga 10:00* Trail 9:00 Walking Club at the Rail | Interested or have questions about our programs? Call us at 276-694-
' Trail 9:00 3352. *Registration required.
Walking Club meets at the Food Bank parking lot at the Rail Trail on
Chair Yoga 2:15* Gentle Yora 12:30* Tuesday & Wednesday mornings.
entle Yoga 12: . . -
Gentle Yoga 5:15* Find us at the Patrick County Fair!

Like us on Facebook

DHALL@THEENTERPRISE.NETk
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Philip St George Cooke: J. E. B. Stuart’s Father-in-Law

By Tom Perry

“He will regret it but once, and
that will be continuously.” J. E.
B. Stuart said this of his father-
in-law, Philip St. George Cooke,
when the latter did not resign his
commission in the U. S. Army and
join Virginia and the Confederate
States of America.

The man, noted for his author-
ship of an Army cavalry manual
and sometimes called the “Father
of the U.S. Cavalry,” was born
near Leesburg, Virginia, on June
13, 1809. He graduated from the
United States Military Academy
at West Point, New York, in 1827.

Cooke married Rachel Hertzog in
late 1830. They had one son, John
Rogers Cooke, and three daugh-
ters: Flora, who married Stuart;
Maria, who married Charles Brew-
er; and Julia, who married Jacob
Sharpe.

During Cooke’s time in the West,
he encountered many notable per-
sons, including “Col. Henry Dodge,
Gen. Henry Leavenworth, Artist
George Catlin, Lt. Col. Stephen
W. Kearny, and captains Edwin
V. “Bull” Sumner, David Hunter
and Nathan Boone, the youngest
son of Daniel Boone. Young first
lieutenant Jefferson Davis, the
future president of the Confeder-
ate States of America, also enlist-
ed in the expedition, as did guide
and interpreter Jesse Chisholm,
the namesake of the Texas-Kan-
sas cattle trail. Kit Carson praised
Cooke ‘as efficient an Indian fight-
er as I have ever accompanied;
that he is brave and gallant every-
one knows.””

He served in the West and fought
in the Black Hawk War in 1832.
In 1833, the year his future son-
in-law was born at Laurel Hill, in
Ararat, Patrick County, Virginia,

Cooke was promoted to first lieu-
tenant in the newly formed 1st
U.S. Dragoons.

Before the Civil War, served in
the Mormon Battalion; developed
a southern route to California,
called Cooke’s Wagon Road, be-
fore the Gold Rush. Cooke knew
Brigham Young. Cooke took part in
the Utah expedition of 1857—-1858.
Cooke observed the U.S. Army
during the Crimean War in what
is now Ukraine and commanded
the Department of Utah from 1860
to 1861.

In 1858, wrote a two-volume
manual on cavalry tactics, pub-
lished in 1862. “It was a contro-
versial work at the time, and the
War Department chose not to
make it the basis for official doc-
trine. Cooke espoused the value of
mounted attacks as the primary
purpose for cavalry forces; others,
more sensibly, realized that the
emergence of the rifled musket as
an infantry weapon made the clas-
sic cavalry charge essentially obso-
lete and recommended a mission
emphasis on reconnaissance and
screening.”

Cooke was the author of a vari-
ety of memoirs of his service: Notes
of a Military Reconnaissance, from
Fort Leavenworth, in Missouri, to
San Diego, in California (1848),
Scenes and Adventures in the
Army: or, Romance of Military Life
(1857), Cavalry Tactics (1862),
Handy Book for United States Cav-
alry (1863), and The Conquest of
New Mexico and California (1878).

Cooke’s son, John Rogers Cooke,
joined the Confederate States,
along with his son-in-law, J. E. B.
Stuart. Flora Cooke married Stu-
art in 1855 in Kansas Territory,
and they had one son, Philip St
George Cooke Stuart, born June

26, 1860. When her father did not
join Virginia, the Stuarts changed
their son’s name to J. E. B. Stuart
Jr. We are now up to J. E. B. Stu-
art VII.

Cooke chose to stay with the
Union, writing, “I owe Virginia
little; my country much. She has
entrusted me with a distant com-
mand; and I shall remain under
her flag as long as it waves the
sign of the National Constitution-
al Government.” Cooke wrote, “At
fourteen years of age I was severed
from Virginia; the National Gov-
ernment adopted me as its pupil
and future defender; it gave me
education and a profession; and I
then made a solemn oath to bear
true allegiance to the United States
of America, and to ‘serve them
honestly and faithfully against all
their enemies or opposers what-
soever.” This oath and honor alike
forbid me to abandon their stan-
dard at the first hour of danger. In
the national service, I have been,
for thirty-four years, a Western
man, and, if my citizenship be lo-
calized, a citizen of Missouri. ... To
cut this Gordian knot of horrors
my sword had instinctively turned
against the usurping ‘majesty’ of
cotton. I owe Virginia little; my
country much. She has entrusted
me with a distant command; and I
shall remain under her flag as long
as it waves the sign of the National
Constitutional Government.”

Cooke encountered his son-in-
law, Stuart, when the latter made
his first “Ride Around McClel-
lan,” embarrassing Cooke. He led
a controversial cavalry charge at
Gaines’s Mill (1862) and eventu-
ally left the Army of the Potomac.
After that, Cooke spent the war on
various desk jobs within the U. S.
Army.

After the war, “Cooke command-
ed the Department of the Platte
from 1866 to 1867, the Depart-
ment of the Cumberland from 1869
to 1870, and the Department of
the Lakes. claiming its command-
ers were inept. Following the war,
his involvement in a massacre by
Lakota Sioux further tarnished
his reputation. He retired from the
Army with almost 50 years of ser-
vice on October 29, 1873, as a brig-
adier general.”

In the 1880s, he reconciled with
his son. In a poignant scene, Flo-
ra Cooke Stuart wrote of visiting
her parents in Michigan after
years apart, accompanied by her
children. In a letter I found years
ago, she wrote that it was rain-
ing on the train platform when
she saw her father again, and she
thought it was rain, but it was
tears streaming down his cheeks
as he saw his daughter and his two
grandchildren. Philip St George
Cooke died on March 20, 1895, in
Detroit, Michigan, and is buried in
Elmwood Cemetery.

Blue Ridge

(cont. from page 1)

Watts said he anticipates beginning the bath-
room renovations in December or early 2027.
The Blue Ridge Mountain Inn remained
open throughout the renovation process.
“Once all of the permitting was issued ...
that’s really when we started the renovation
process. It’s continually been operated, and I
would say we have seen an increase in occu-
pancy with the improvement activities that

have gone on,” he said.

Watts said many guests are visiting the
Blue Ridge Parkway, traveling along the
U.S. 58 corridor or visiting family members

in the area.

As part of the motel’s transformation,
Watts said the couple plans to give each
room a theme based on national parks or lo-
cal points of interest in Meadows of Dan and

Southwest Virginia.

Potential themes include the Blue Ridge
Parkway and Lover’s Leap Overlook, he said.

“We're working with the designers on that,
and it’s something that might help set us
apart a little bit and make us a place people
want to come back to and enjoy the time here
with the tranquility of the Blue Ridge Moun-

tains,” he said.

While seeing the motel’s transformation
has been gratifying, Watts said he also ap-

preciates the support from the Meadows of

Dan community.

“They’ve been great. I mean, every other
business owner and person in the Meadows
of Dan area have been extremely supportive

James and Anita Watts purchased the property in January.

said.

B

HE MOUNTAING=
FOLIAGE IS CALLING.

ANSWER FROM THE BLUE RIDGE.

comfort and relaxation.

Stay at the Blue Ridge Mountain Inn.

Just off the Blue Ridge Parkway in Meadows of
Dan, Blue Ridge Mountain Inn is your home base
for exploring one of Virginia's most scenic regions.
Spend your days discovering breathtaking
overlooks, hiking trails, wineries, local music, and
charming mountain towns before returning to
newly renovated accommodations designed for

YOUR STAY INCLUDES

EV Charging

-

Wi-Fi Fire Pit

[ ]

Flat-Screen TVs

BOOK DIRECT AT

blueridgemountaininn.com

Stay a night or stay awhile.

2295 Jeb Stuart Hwy,

BLUE R4DGE

MOUNTAIN =55 INN

Meadows of Dan, VA 24120
(276) 952-2244
blueridgemountaininn.com

SCAN TO BOOK

of what we're doing, so that’s been very grat-
ifying as well and very reassuring,” Watts

For more information or to book a room,
visit www.blueridgemountaininn.com or call

276-952-2244.

§ Likeus on

facebook

orris

www.norrisfuneral.com

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC. AND CREMATORY

129 Howell Lane
Stuart, VA
276-694-2012

Mlordulite Punenatly And Cromations With Updated Pacifitios





