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SUBMITTED PHOTO Just A Hand has finally found a home in New Castle in the former Craig Printing building. 

“Just A Hand” found 
a permanent home

During 2020, it seems many peo-
ple extended their hands, regardless of 
how little they felt they had to share. 

Last year, a new service blessed 
Craig County residents with a build-
ing full of clothes, books, toys, and 
household goods at Club Camp 
Mitchell. People that heard, fl ooded 
in, and picked out their necessities for 
their children and other neighbors. 

Th is event, “Just A Hand,” is a 
non-profi t organization created by 
Lynn and Bill Morgan of Spotsylva-
nia, Virginia. It was brought to Craig 
by Nichole Persinger who organized 
the connection with the Morgan’s and 
her son Dustin Persinger, a CCPS 
School Counselor. 

Locals who attended were seen and 
heard and expressed how thankful 
they were. 

Th is tugged on their hearts and 
they went to work searching for a per-
manent place to house such a won-
derful idea. 

Th is week, Derek Persinger an-
nounced that “Just A Hand” offi  cial-

ly has a home. 
“Starting this month, we are lo-

cated at 1945 Craig Valley Drive in 
the Former Craig Printing Building,” 
he said. “With the help of many in-
dividuals from the community, our 
non-profi t organization is off  to a 
great start.” 

Th e goal of Just A Hand is to help 
support families in communities by 
off ering free access to clothing, kids’ 
books and toys, household goods and 
other necessity items. 

Th ey are accepting donations and 
will offi  cially open the doors to the 
public closer to the end of January. 

“We would like to say thank you 
to quite a few individuals who have 
helped to see our dream realized,” 
Persinger said. “Without the help of 
the founder Lynn Morgan, who start-
ed this nonprofi t in Northern Virgin-
ia from the ground up, we would not 
have the resources or the support to 
get this started and share something 
so great with our community.”

He added, “Robin Nobles of 
Camp Mitchell provided a location 
for years before we were able to fi nd 
a more permanent  space. Without 

Robin and other  individuals such as 
Stacy Fisher, Debbie Boitnotte, and 
Gina Smith who gave a hand to us 
when we needed it, we would not be 
able to pay it forward. We would like 
to say thank you to Jack Rankin for 
his support in lending us a more per-
manent space, which ultimately will 
allow us to house more items to even-
tually give back to the community.”

“Lastly, during our fi rst day of do-
nations in the new location, one indi-
vidual from our community saw our 
potential and has been working ef-
fortlessly to raise funds to further sup-
port our community. We are so very 
thankful to Jordan Labiosa for the 
kindness he has shown Just A Hand,” 
Persinger mentioned. “We appreciate 
all of the individuals who are work-
ing to make our community a place 
where everyone can thrive.”

Just A Hand is also on Facebook 
for the community to view. https://
www.facebook.com/justahand.

“We encourage those who are in-
terested in donating or would like to 
know more about the organization to 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The VFW EMT of the Year is Darryl Humphries. Said 
the submission, "Darryl has served as the Craig County 
infectious control officer for the past seven years 
and currently is assigned full-time work activities to 
coordinate Craig County's response to the pandemic 
event created back over 19. I think Daryl is very 
deserving of this reward.” 

VFW awards 
First Responders 
of the Year

Communities have 
certain needs and having 
excellent fi rst responders 
is a major and important 
asset. 

Th e local VFW Post 
4491 has been honoring 
men and women of the 
Fire Department, EMS 
and Police Force for the 
last few years, annu-
ally choosing one person 
from each to show their 
appreciation. 

Submissions of per-
sons are given to the 
VFW and one is chosen 
from each for Policeman 
of the Year, Firefi ghter of 
the Year and EMS Work-
er of the Year. 

Deputy Jeff rey M. 
Bryant was chosen as Po-
lice Deputy of the Year 
for the Craig County 
Sheriff 's Offi  ce. 

Th e person who nomi-
nated him wrote, “Depu-
ty Bryant joined the De-
partment on December 
1, 2017. He started the 
Cardinal Criminal Jus-
tice Academy in Salem, 
Virginia, in January of 
2018 and graduated that 
May. He has continued 
to excel at the Sheriff 's 
Offi  ce and has become 
certifi ed in courtroom se-
curity and civil process.” 

Th e person continued, 
“Deputy Bryant has a 
strong work ethic and is 
very proactive in keep-
ing the community safe 
as he actively promotes 
highway safety for travel-
ers in response to calls for 
service as well. Deputy 
Bryant is also a member 
of the New Castle Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
and can be seen respond-
ing for fi re calls in his off  

times as well as assisting 
on fi re department calls 
while on duty with the 
Sheriff 's Offi  ce. He is an 
asset to the Craig County 
Sheriff 's Offi  ce and our 
community.”

“I would like to say 
thank you to the citizens 
of Craig County and the 
membership of the VFW 
for presenting me with 
this award. It truly means 
a lot,” said Deputy Bry-
ant.

Chief Darryl Hum-
phreys was chosen as the 
EMT of the Year. 

Humphreys fi rst be-
came a Virginia and Na-
tional EMT in the early 
1980s at Craig County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad. 
He has remained an ac-
tive EMS responder to 
the citizens of Craig 
County and currently 
is the chief of our exist-
ing career rescue squad. 
Since that time, Hum-
phreys has continued his 
EMS education certifi -
cations to become a car-
diac technician and now 
an advanced life support 
Virginia intermediate 
ALS provider. 

As the number of 
volunteer EMS provid-
ers dwindled and Craig 
County had the need 
to ensure 24/7 cover-
age, Humphreys became 
the signifi cant and im-
portant member of the 
Craig County govern-
ment’s career agency. He 
then progressed to the 
position of chief of that 
agency. Humphreys has 
supervised the staffi  ng 
and equipment needs of 
the career agency while 
maintaining and coordi-
nating coverage as avail-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The year 2020 was not a great one for many. However, 
let us all choose to make the challenges of last year 
our stepping-stones for 2021. Let's turn our back on 
2020 and look forward to a New Year.

Making old year challenges, 
New Year stepping-stones

People have often said, “It can’t get any worse.” 
It seems that the year 2020 proved that statement wrong 

in many avenues of individuals' lives, according to many 
Facebook posts. 

Yes, it is a New Year, however, many things seem to still 
bombard one’s mind during this pandemic time that the 
United States of America is still dealing with. 

Before 2020, we would ask ourselves upon January 1 
such questions as: Do I diet? Do I stop watching so much 
TV? Do I spend more time with my kids and family? Do I 
fi nd a new job where I can be happier at? Do I? Do I? Do I? 

And sometimes, we make the list longer. Th en, for some, 
we do nothing because confusion and overload steps in and 
kicks us down to a place where many just forget about any 
goals or dreams they may have been thinking about. It just 
becomes too much. 

However, the year 2021 seems to bring a diff erent list 
of questions, such as: Should I buy more canned goods to 
store up? Should I consider a backup heating system? Do I 
need to start giving more to others and the local churches so 
they can reach out to the needy? Do I need to spend more 
time with my family, as they may not be here tomorrow, 
due to the COVID-19 killer? Again, do I? Do I? Do I? 

With the closing of many small businesses, churches 
and public event places, life in the great U.S.A. has become 
more like life in a third-world country. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See New Year, page 5 See VFW, page 3

See Home, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Homestead
 5. More (Spanish)
 8. Type of notifi cation
12. Approves
14. Mandela’s party
15. “Mom” actress Faris
16. Predatory insects
18. Where honey goes
19. Canadian fl yers
20. Of an earlier time
21. Indigenous people of 
Australia
22. Organize
23. All over
26. Made it through
30. Between-meals food
31. A quantity upon which 
an operation is performed
32. German mythological 
god
33. “Heavy” type of rock 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

music
34. Pharmacy chain Duane 
__
39. First responders
42. Mysterious
44. Leisurely stroll
46. Most naughty
47. Plant tissue
49. Small fi sh
50. Men’s fashion accessory
51. Distant planet
56. Destroy
57. Location in Norse 
mythology
58. One who is deliberately 
cruel
59. __ Romeo, car
60. Of the ear
61. Former name of Tokyo
62. Male children
63. French/Belgian river
64. Tide

CLUES DOWN
 1. Grave
 2. Alright
 3. Sharp tooth
 4. Bird genus
 5. Important
 6. One who studies 
carefully
 7. Not very big
 8. Astronomy unit
 9. A way to open up
10. Trap
11. Handle of a knife
13. Indicates one from 
a part of W. Africa
17. Lucky number
24. Doctor of Education
25. Legendary Cubs 
broadcaster
26. Female parent
27. Mimic
28. Connects to the rim

29. Small constellation
35. Indicates near
36. Consumed
37. Criticize
38. Shock therapy
40. Type of cigarette
41. The fashionable 
elite
42. Shed tears
43. Arm or branch of 
a bone
44. Quell anger
45. Where rock and 
rollers play
47. “The Alchemist” 
author Coelho
48. Choppers
49. Lacks brightness
52. Port in Yemen
53. Brood of pheasant
54. Approves food
55. A type of sign

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
- 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org. 

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 

Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 

at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, is 
having virtual masses at 8:30 
a.m. and 10 a.m. by Father 
Steve McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. For 
more information, contact 
(540) 864-8686 or send an 
email to stjohnnewcastle@
tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 
Market Street.

 
FIRST TUESDAY

Craig County School 
Board meets at 6:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

SECOND TUESDAY

Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting date 
regarding possible cancellation 
information 540-977-2698, 
Ext. 2. The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located at 
36 Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden Club 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months and 
up should receive a flu shot 
each year. A parent or guardian 
must accompany those under 
the age 18. Insurances will be 
billed. People are encouraged 
to bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Zimmerman's 
tractor tire wreath

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Zimmerman's machinery brought the New Year in with a creative decor. Their 
wishes for the community are for a "great New Year," according to their Facebook 
page. Their store has much to offer and they are ready to assist the citizens in any 
of their needs.

Southwest Virginia Deputy Commissioners 
of the Revenue donate $3,500 to foodbank

In its December meet-
ing, the Southwest Virginia 
Deputy Commissioner of the 
Revenue Association voted 
to donate $3,500 to Feeding 
Southwest Virginia, a regional 
branch of the Feeding Amer-
ica Organization. Association 
President and Smyth County 
Master Deputy Sara Kegley 
remarked, “This action is yet 
another example of how giv-
ing deputy commissioners of 
the revenue are of their ser-
vices and resources.” 

The motion to appropri-

ate a portion of the fund 
was offered by Wise County 
Master Deputy John Mul-
lins in response to the as-
sociation’s quest to give to a 
worthy cause. “This year has 
been a year many of us would 
like to forget,” said Mullins. 
“It has changed our lives, at 
home and the workplace. But 
Southwestern Virginians are 
strong and resilient. We are 
our best when we are helping 
others.”

In an overwhelming show 
of support, association mem-

bers voted to donate the en-
tire amount to help foodbanks 
throughout the region. After re-
ceiving news of the very gracious 
gift, Feeding Southwest Virginia 
associate Joe Kessler off ered his 
heartfelt appreciation.

 “Thanks so much for con-
tacting us with regards to the 
donation being made by the 
Deputy Commissioners of 
the Revenue Association,” he 
said. “We are so grateful in 
having your support to help 
us fight hunger all across our 
26-county, nine-city region. 

With the Association’s gift, we 
will recognize you as an of-
ficial civic partner under our 
Funds, Fun, and Food part-
nership initiative – our posts 
on Linkedin and Facebook 
will recognize that the Asso-
ciation has made a donation 
that will help us to provide 
17,500 meals to the region. 
Thank you for helping us feed 
our neighbors this winter.”

The Southwest Virginia 
Deputy Association was one 
of the first Deputy Commis-
sioners of the Revenue or-

ganizations to form in the 
Commonwealth. Its members 
have always stressed the desire 
to grow in professionalism, 
knowledge and service. In a 
subsequent email communi-
cation to the group, Kegley 
stated, “Bless you one and 
all...I am so very proud of our 
deputies for supporting this 
program. This is truly a team 
effort.”

-Submitted by Sara Kegley, 
Master Deputy Commissioner 

of the Revenue

Additional health insurance coverage options 
for Medicare-eligible Virginians under age 65

New insurance coverage 
options are now available to 
Medicare-eligible Virginians 
under the age of 65. 

Individuals are now able 
to enroll in Medicare Supple-
ment (also known as Me-
digap) plans if they are:

•Under age 65 and live in 
Virginia

•Eligible for Medicare by 
reason of disability, and

•Either enrolled in or will 
be enrolled in Medicare Parts 
A and B by the effective date 
of coverage.

Medigap is sold by private 
companies and helps fill cover-

age gaps in original Medicare. 
A Medigap policy can pay for 
copayments, coinsurance and 
deductibles for covered servic-
es. In some cases, it can also 
pay for services that original 
Medicare doesn’t cover, such 
as medical care when traveling 
outside the U.S. 

A new law passed by the 
2020 Virginia General Assem-
bly requires each insurer, health 
service plan and health mainte-
nance organization that issues 
Medigap plans in Virginia to 
off er the option to buy at least 
one of its Medigap plans to in-
dividuals who meet the above 

criteria for eligibility.
Th e Medigap plans are guar-

anteed for eligible individuals. 
In other words, the insurer 
must issue and maintain cov-
erage as long as premiums are 
paid on the policy or certifi -
cate. In addition, insurers can-
not exclude benefi ts based on 
pre-existing conditions under 
certain circumstances. 

Enrollment periods may 
vary depending on one’s cir-
cumstances and eligibility. To 
learn more, contact compa-
nies that sell Medigap policies 
in Virginia or visit the State 
Corporation Commission’s 

(SCC) Bureau of Insurance 
(Bureau) website at  Virginia 
SCC - Tips, Guides & Pub-
lications  and select  Medicare 
Supplement.

In Virginia, individuals 
have a 30-day “free look” pe-
riod for a Medigap policy that 
allows them to return the pol-
icy for a full premium refund 
within 30 days of purchase if 
not satisfied. 

Upon turning 65, individu-
als who have purchased a Me-
digap policy under the pre-65 
coverage option, will receive 
a new six-month open enroll-
ment period and can purchase 

any of the standardized Me-
digap plans, which may offer 
a wider choice of plans and 
lower premiums.

For more information 
about Medigap plans, a list of 
insurance companies that sell 
Medigap policies to disabled 
Medicare-eligible individu-
als under age 65, and a list of 
premiums, visit the Bureau of 
Insurance website at  Virginia 
SCC - Tips, Guides & Pub-
lications  and select  Medicare 
Supplement. 

-Submitted by 
Katha Treanor
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Community members ‘haul out the holly’ and other creative decorations

For those that appreciate 
creative yard displays and 
holiday decorations, Santa 
Claus came with an early 
present this year. To help 
spread some holiday cheer, 
people all throughout the 
Roanoke Valley have bright-
ened up the community 
with colorful yard displays, 
outdoor Christmas decora-
tions and much more. 

Take area resident Th om-
as Coleman for instance. If 
people notice several familiar 
characters in his front yard, 
that is not by coincidence. 
Said Coleman, “I am 35, 
and love everything about 
Marvel Comics. Black Pan-
ther has been my favorite 
character since I was a kid. 
Th e passing of Chadwick 
Boseman was beyond devas-
tating. In my yard this year 
I went with Black Panther, 
Iron Man and Hulk infl at-
ables in addition to some 
other decorations.” 

Roanoke County resident 
Kim Fudge’s passion for cre-
ative yard displays started at 
an early age. I, she said, will 
never forget the feeling I got 
as a kid driving around with 
my parents and looking at 
diff erent decorations. She 
added, “With everything 
that has happened this year, 
it’s nice that so many people 
have decided to brighten up 
the community.” 

Fudge and her husband 
Jalen made a deal in Novem-
ber: as long as they agreed on 
the same colors, their yard 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN
The home of Dave and Pat Wyble on Horner Lane is lit up with thousands of lights, 
decorations and a colorful nativity scene. This home features warm lights and some festive garland. 

This house features holiday figures and lights. 

In front of this property are two of Santa’s helpers. 

display would remain as is 
until February.  

For as long as she can 
remember, Catawba resi-
dent Amy Robinson has 
driven around the Roa-
noke Valley each Decem-
ber with her grandparents 
and took pictures of the 
best visuals that catch the 
eye. Th is year, she said, “I 
drove around by myself 
and emailed the pictures 
to my nana and grandpop. 
Because of their ages, I just 
didn’t want to risk expos-
ing them to any potential 
illness.”  

Few people have a more 
colorful yard display than 
Dave Wyble and his wife 
Pat. Th e couple began 
working on their yard in 
November and relish feed-
back from the community.  
“We just wanted to do our 
part in bringing some hol-
iday joy to the community 
because it is needed more 

than ever,” he said. 
Driving up to the house 

William Smith is a little like 
driving through Disneyland 
– at least that is how Ryan 
Carter initially felt.  

“Most people just put up 
a few lights and call it a day. 
I certainly fall under that cat-
egory. Th ere are others, how-
ever, who you can tell take 
a more calculated and stra-
tegic approach to their yard 
displays,” Smith said. “I saw 
a house that was so colorful 
that it made me pull over 
the car. Th e owner gladly 
answered my questions and 
told me the stories behind 
his decorations.” 

With so much darkness 
that 2020 has presented, said 
Sandra Beal, it’s nice to see 
so many people doing their 
part in brightening up the 
community. “I hope every-
one has a safe and fulfi lling 
start of the New Year,” she 
added.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The VFW Firefighter of the Year is Calin 
Crush. Said the submission, “Calin has 
responded to all types of calls and has 
shown himself to be a resourceful and 
dependable firefighter and leader on 
the fireground. He is always willing to 
perform duty tasks at the Department 
and to volunteer additional time for extra 
assignments as they arise.”

The VFW Policeman of the Year is Jeffrey 
Bryant. His submission read, “Deputy 
Bryant has a strong work ethic and is 
very proactive in keeping our community 
safe as he actively promotes highway 
safety by keeping our highways safe for 
travelers in response to calls for service 
as well.”

able by the volunteer 
Rescue Squad. 

“During this time, 
Humphreys has also 
been an active member 
of Craig County New 
Castle Volunteer Fire De-
partment,” read his sub-
mission. “He has served 
as the Craig County In-
fectious Control Offi  cer 
for the past seven years 
and currently is assigned 
full-time work activi-
ties to coordinate Craig 
County's response to the 
pandemic event created 
back over 19. I think Da-
ryl is very deserving of 
this reward.”

“I was very honored to 
receive this award from 
the VFW and so appre-
ciative that the VFW 
does this award yearly for 
Craig County First Re-
sponders,” Humphreys 
shared. “I want to thank 
all the veterans for their 
services to our country. 
I would like to let the 

citizens know I have been 
proud to serve them in 
their time of need and 
will continue to do.” 

Calin Crush was cho-
sen as the Firefi ghter of 
the Year.  

“Calin is an active 
member of the New Cas-
tle Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, currently serving 
at the rank of captain,” 
read his submission. “He 
fi rst joined the Depart-
ment in 2005 as a junior 
member and has repeat-
edly proven himself as an 
asset to the community. 
Calin studied Fire Sci-
ences at Virginia Western 
Community College and 
has completed the train-
ing at the fi refi ghter 1 
and fi refi ghter 2 levels as 
well as achieving numer-
ous other certifi cations 
during his time in the fi re 
service.”

Crush has responded 
to all types of calls and 
has shown himself to be a 

resourceful and depend-
able fi refi ghter and leader 
on the fi reground. He is 
always willing to perform 
duty tasks at the Depart-
ment and to volunteer 
additional time for extra 
assignments as they arise. 
Calin has worked on sev-
eral of these assignments 
during this past year 
which has helped the De-
partment grow through 
these diffi  cult recent 
months.  

Said Crush, “It was 
an honor. Defi nitely, a 
very nice achievement to 
receive, and as a fourth 
family member to be 
a volunteer fi refi ghter, 
something to be proud 
of. Th ere has been a lot 
of ups and downs in the 
16 years I have volun-
teered for this small com-
munity, which in part is 
why I’ve grown fond of 
this town. Made a lot 
of friends in this service 
that are more like fam-

VFW from page 1

ily, both fi re, EMS and 
law enforcement. I hope 
I can continue to serve 
this community as they 
deserve.” 

Each person was award-

ed an embossed certifi cate 
from the VFW, presented 
by Billy Lee, VFW Post 
4491 Post Commander 
and a gift card. 

“It is good to live in a 

county where First Re-
sponders and police have 
your back,” Lee said. 
“You can count on them 
to be there when you 
call.” 
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OPINION

Your library responds to changing times
As the Craig County Public 

Library evolves with the chang-
ing times, not only with our book 
and DVD collections, we have also 
added some new equipment. We 
now off er Hotspots for patrons to 
check out. We have added these to 
our library for those who do not 
have access to internet while stay-
ing at home and may need to do 

homework, check news reports 
or just check emails. To use this, 
you must have an account in good 
standing. Hotspots can be checked 
out for a week at a time. 

We have also upgraded com-
puter equipment with cameras, 
headsets and microphones to bet-
ter serve you in a world of Zoom 
Meetings. With staying at home, people are learning to connect with 

friends and family by way of com-
puter. You can see and talk to each 
other with your computer. You can 
even schedule doctor’s appoint-
ments and not have to go to an 
offi  ce. We have computers at the 
library that you can use in a private 
conversation. Our staff  can show 
you how to do this at the library or 
in your own home. 

We are continuously trying to 
meet the needs of our community 
and are here to help with any is-
sues. Contact the library to set up 
an appointment or with any sug-
gestions on how we can serve you 
better.

-Letha Persinger, Director 
Craig County Public Library

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Operation Warp Speed: A Success Story of 2020

Th e year 2020 was a dif-
fi cult one, but as the year 
draws to a close, I want to 
highlight something about 
the year that went right.

Operation Warp Speed 
accomplished what had 
been considered nearly im-
possible: the development, 
manufacture, and distribu-
tion of a safe and eff ective 
vaccine to combat COV-
ID-19.

President Trump an-
nounced Operation Warp 
Speed in May. His Admin-
istration recognized that 
meeting the challenge posed 
by the coronavirus pandem-
ic would require the invest-
ment of Federal Govern-

ment resources, partnership 
between the public, private, 
and scientifi c sectors, and 
cutting red tape that would 
impede delivery of a safe and 
eff ective vaccine.

Th is eff ort was supported 
by almost $10 billion in 
funding included in the 
CARES Act passed by Con-
gress with my support.

Th e project focused on 
six vaccine candidates. Sev-
en months after Operation 
Warp Speed was launched 
and less than one year after 
COVID-19 began spread-
ing widely around the globe, 
two vaccine candidates were 
approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for emergency use.

On December 11, the 
FDA approved for emergen-
cy use the fi rst vaccine cre-
ated by Pfi zer. After clinical 
trials including over 43,000 
participants, the vaccine was 
found to be 95 percent eff ec-

tive.
A vaccine developed by 

Moderna was subsequently 
approved for emergency use 
on December 18. Th irty 
thousand people participat-
ed in its clinical trials, and its 
effi  cacy rate is 94.5 percent.

Th ese vaccines are the 
fastest ever produced for a 
novel pathogen. In fact, the 
average development time-
line for a vaccine is eight 
to twelve years. Operation 
Warp Speed reduced the 
time needed by maximizing 
the number of participants 
in Phase 3 trials and manu-
facturing vaccine doses 
while waiting for the FDA’s 
emergency use authorization 
order.

While bureaucratic hur-
dles were lowered, the vac-
cine development process 
did not skimp on safety. 

As a member of the 
House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, which 
has jurisdiction over health 
matters, I was briefed repeat-
edly throughout the process 
or involved in hearings fea-
turing public health offi  cials 
at the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Ser-
vices, the National Institutes 
of Health, and the FDA, as 
well as the vaccine manufac-
turers. I am confi dent that 
they maintained high safety 
standards as they pursued a 
vaccine.

While the vaccines were 
under development, the 
Trump Administration 
planned ahead for their de-
livery and administration 
to Americans. It purchased 
millions of doses of the pro-
spective vaccines and made 
agreements with pharmacies 
that would be able to vacci-
nate people.

While enough vaccine 
doses will be manufactured 
to cover most of the popu-
lation, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has recommended 
the priorities for vaccina-
tion while supplies remain 
limited. It suggested health 
care workers and residents 
of long-term care facilities be 
fi rst in line, followed by old-
er adults and frontline essen-
tial workers, all groups with 
a higher susceptibility to the 
coronavirus than other parts 

of the population.
Th e vaccines are broadly 

safe, but caution is appropri-
ate for people with allergic 
reactions and certain other 
conditions. Th e CDC rec-
ommends that you talk to 
your doctor if you have had 
a severe allergic reaction to 
other vaccines or injectable 
therapies to determine if a 
COVID vaccine is a safe 
decision for you. Further, 
if you have had a severe al-
lergic reaction to any ingre-
dient in a COVID vaccine, 
the CDC recommends not 
getting that vaccine.

I also believe that vac-
cinations should not be 
mandatory. Th is would be 
true particularly for people 
who object to taking it due 
to their religious principles 
or as a matter of conscience. 
I also reject the idea of in-
dividuals being required to 
carry around a vaccination 
certifi cate, which is too close 
to the identifi cation papers 
of highly restricted societies 
for my comfort.

Operation Warp Speed 
is just one component of 
the Federal Government’s 

eff orts to combat the coro-
navirus. Other therapeutics 
and treatments have also 
been developed at a rapid 
pace and are also being de-
ployed as the pandemic still 
infl icts widespread sickness.

Th e United States has 
long excelled at scientifi c in-
novation, but even among 
our country’s long list of 
achievements, from the light 
bulb to the fi rst manned 
landing on the Moon, Op-
eration Warp Speed stands 
out – for its scale, speed, 
safety, and ultimately lives 
saved. Amid all the bad news 
of 2020, this accomplish-
ment is one worth praising.

If you have questions, 
concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my offi  ce. 
You can call my Abingdon 
offi  ce at 276-525-1405 or 
my Christiansburg offi  ce at 
540-381-5671. To reach my 
offi  ce via email, please visit 
my website at www.morgan-
griffi  th.house.gov. Also on 
my website is the latest mate-
rial from my offi  ce, including 
information on votes recent-
ly taken on the fl oor of the 
House of Representatives.

Morgan 
Griffi th

Representative

Griffith statement on Omnibus 
Appropriations Legislation

Congressman Morgan Griffi  th (R-
VA) issued the following statement on 
the omnibus appropriations legisla-
tion funding the Federal Government 
for the rest of fi scal year 2021:

“As a supporter of more relief in re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic, 
I consistently urged congressional 
leadership to keep any relief pack-
age separate from any omnibus ap-
propriations bill to fund the Federal 
Government. Omnibuses tend to be 
bloated, fi lled with unrelated provi-
sions, and cobbled together in back-
rooms with little time for Members 
of Congress to read them, much less 
understand their provisions. Th ey are 

a terrible way to exercise Congress’ 
power of the purse.

“Th e omnibus spending bill for 
fi scal year 2021 is the longest bill I’ve 
been asked to vote on in Congress. 
It was split into two parts running 
nearly 5,600 pages. Th e fi rst totaled 
roughly 500 pages and included fund-
ing for the military and border secu-
rity, including the border wall. I read 
this part and found its spending to be 
largely reasonable, so I voted for it.

“Th e second part containing the 
remaining 5,000 pages, while report-
edly including some provisions I sup-
port, also reportedly featured far too 
many items that have no place in a 

spending bill. Members of Congress 
had only a few hours to read and ana-
lyze this overstuff ed monstrosity. As 
I have pledged to the constituents of 
the Ninth District, I will not vote for 
a bill I have not read in its entirety. I 
voted no.

“I continue to believe Americans 
need help in the face of the pandemic, 
and I know most of my colleagues 
agree. Legislation that would provide 
help would likely pass Congress easily, 
and there is no good reason to tie it to 
the overall omnibus bill.”

-Submitted by Kevin Baird, 
Communications Director
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister; Alex James, Youth Minister; 282 Sa-
lem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contempo-
rary Service and 10:45 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday School at 
10 A.M.; Sunday night adult Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth 
Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 
P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan 
by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

New Year from page 1

Did we truly realize how 
much we had in life with 
sports by paying over $100 
for a ticket to see a ballgame 
or a famous singer, while, in 
the background of our own 
nation, people are starving, 
Veterans were homeless and 
suicide is increasing?

Th e ‘happy’ in this new 
year seems to be more sol-
emn. 

Indeed, some families 
have not been as aff ected as 
others who have lived every 
day with COVID at their 
front door. However, it 
doesn’t have to continue to 
be a bad thing. 

Th e Bible states that God 
can take things that the devil 
meant for harm and turn 
them around for good, if He 
is allowed to. Many people 
still believe that statement 
and trust that it will be in 
their personal destiny this 
upcoming year. 

Oh, but the immense 
challenges. 

Our First Responders 
and health care workers are 
face-to-face with COVID 
multiple times, yet they all 
continue to go to their work 
every day. 

Teachers and students 
faithfully continue school as 
we know it today in the class-
room, hoping they all are free 
of the virus, while looking at 
one another through a glass 
or talking with masked faces. 

So, shall we ask ourselves, 
“Has 2020 been our down-
fall or our stepping-stone, or 
both?”

I once read a book titled, 
“Th e Necessity of An En-
emy.” It truly opened my 
eyes. It was written by a 
Christian author, Ron Car-
penter. He spoke of Moses 
being pushed to the edge of 
a sea by his enemy and then 

having to trust God to walk 
through the lifted waters, 
Job going through immense 
losses, David facing off  with 
the giant Goliath, Esther 
going to the King knowing 
that she could be killed as she 
stood up for her people and 
yes, Jesus not giving into the 
accusations of those who ac-
cused Him of lie after lie. He 
held his ground as who He 
was and what His purpose 
on the earth was for.

In all of these stories, 
the devasting battle held an 
awaiting victory at the end. 

Do you think that with 
the “unbelievable” things 
that “we Americans” have ex-
perienced this year, they have 
brought out the real us? Do 
you think we all found out 
just what we are really made 
of and what really matters to 
each of us?

Life brings good and bad, 
but 2020 seemed to be the 
super big dump truckload 
of “doodoo” for many of us. 
It seemed that every corner 
brought on a new blow that 
pushed us back a few steps 
or knocked us down, to see 
if we could get back up, even 
in our weakest of times. 

Did we have to look in 
the mirror in a diff erent way 
and decide if we are who 
we think we are, or were 
we looking into “that glass 
darkly”? 

Well, regardless, 2021 is a 
New Year. 

It is a time to choose to 
refl ect, learn and to pursue. 

In life, if we do not learn 
from our life’s experiences 
and especially our mistakes 
or shortcomings, then we 
are only surviving and then, 
we are cheating ourselves of a 
greater destiny. 

You see, built inside of 
every person is that God-

given love that wants to care, 
love and respond to others 
with open arms as well as a 
strength that helps each to 
pursue their deepest dreams 
as well as fi ght through their 
darkest nightmares.

Th e year 2020 seemed to 
have halted that part of the 
“American way” by keep-
ing people inside, keeping 
mouths covered with masks, 
so that most are less likely 
to have a conversation even 
when they see someone they 
know as well as staying away 
from family members and 
friends. 

All activities were de-
manded to halt and America 
became a country none of us 
Americans were accustomed 
to. 

Th e odd part about it was 
that the COVID has a re-
cord of a 95 percent recovery 
rate as well as killing less than 
the fl u bug that has a history 
of being a hard killer. So far, 
the fl u hasn’t even been an is-
sue in the USA the last few 
months, which seems like a 
miracle.

We, the people, must 
stand together, hold one 
another up and continue to 
do all we can do to help each 
other. 

Th e blessing of Craig 
County is that most people 
do this naturally. Th e small 
county truly does reach out 
its arms to one another, and 
Facebook has been a proof to 
that. 

As people reached out, 
some with hesitancy, others 
grabbed onto other’s needs 
and they were met almost 
immediately. 

Elderly people who had 
strokes, heart attacks, or can-
cer who could not take care 
of their individual needs for 
short periods, were brought 

meals that would shame the 
best restaurants. 

People who lost every-
thing in a fi re were attended 
to immediately. 

Prayers hit an all-time 
high and Craig County still 
holds the least number of 
COVID-19 cases. Some 
think that it is because Craig 
has a relatively small number 
of citizens. I personally tend 
to think that if not for prayer 
to Daddy God, the Father 
of Jesus Christ, we would 
have seen a terrible outbreak, 
and continue to believe that 
prayers are making a huge 
diff erence. 

So, what challenges will 
we make for ourselves for 
2021? What will we choose, 
individually to set as a goal 
for this next year which 
holds so many unknowns?

Are we up for it? I tend to 
think, you doggone right we 
are. 

Sometimes, when we are 
knocked down, it is in the 
getting up that helps us to 
see ourselves as conquerors 
over life’s pitfalls and trials. 
Let that bulldog attitude be 
your friend.

For 2021, I am wishing 
for you that your new year 
be one where you not only 
can get back up, if you have 
had things that took you 
down physically, emotion-
ally, fi nancially, spiritually or 
mentally, but that you can 
plow ahead with vigor and 
determination beyond your 
imagination. 

Treat yourself to a great 
year. We all know that pro-
crastination is easy, and ac-
tion can be diffi  cult. 

Kick that “P-booger” 
out of the way and pursue, 
regardless of how small the 
steps you think they may be. 

Also, never compare 

yourself to anyone else when 
you are trying to reach your 
personal goals. Each of us are 
diff erent. 

Remember, it is said that 
if you do something for 21 
days in a row, your body and 
brain will adapt it as a habit. 

Th e year 2020 has tried 
to set new habits for us. 
Each person needs to assess 
their lives and set goals that 
bring happiness and safety to 
themselves and their fami-
lies. 

A good quote from 
Socrates goes, “Th e secret 
to change is to focus all of 
your energy, not on fi ghting 
the old, but on building the 
new.”

How do you start? 
1. Decide what you want. 

Remember, you are the only 
one who knows the real you.

2. Consider the conse-
quences and weigh the ob-
stacles.

3. Take some time, as you 
may need to revise your plan 
as you go. Th e goal is to start 
a plan. Write it down. Get 
a notebook specifi cally for 
your plan which will become 
your goals.

4. Start a new routine 
and laugh yourself into it. 
“Laughter doeth good like 
a medicine,” is a proven fact.

5. Share your goal with 
someone you can trust, that 
will help you to reach it, 
not give you more excuses 
to avoid it and to help you 
laugh your way through. 

6. Stay focused. Do not 
allow other people or things 
to steer you off  course. You 
may fall, but remember the 
truth in the saying, “It’s not 
how many times you fall, 
but it’s in the “how many 
times you get back up.” 

7. Do not use excuses. 
Th ey can be a sneaky major 

contact Dustin Persinger at dpers-
inger@craig.k12.va.us  or look at 
the Facebook Yard Sale page with 
regular updates on when the shop 
will be open,” he said. 

Persinger also shared that when 
he was recently talking with an-
other family who was visiting Just 
A Hand, the true goal came to life. 

“Our goal is to create a space 
where families in our community 
can come and take what they need 
and leave behind something for 
someone else who may need it,” 
Persinger shared. 

Lynn Morgan, the Founder 
and CEO of Just A Hand, shares 
her story to Craig County. 

“Hello to all in New Castle, 
Virginia! Th ank you so much for 
welcoming Just A Hand. We are 
excited to have others learn about 
our eff orts. Any assistance, be it 
word of mouth, volunteer-based, 
collection-based, fundraising or 
monetary donations is greatly ap-
preciated and tax-deductible per 
IRS guidelines. Just A Hand is a 
501(c)3 non-profi t that I founded 
in Spotsylvania, Virginia in Febru-
ary of 2009.” 

“We collect new and used 
items year-round and specialize in 
helping new moms get everything 
they need for a great start. We 
clean and check items and make 
them as new as possible,” she said. 

“Families are encouraged to return 
items still useable in exchange for 
the next size up. Th is allows the 
families to contribute and eases 
the feelings normally associated 
with needing help. It often results 
in families collecting for us and 
volunteering in their community.”

Morgan shared that in the past, 
they have hosted holiday give-
aways and have been delivering 
to families to reach even more. 
Th ey spearheaded multiple natu-
ral disaster relief missions with the 
help of their local communities. 
Because of this, their mission has 
inspired many new organizations 
to start, including their Sheriff ’s 
offi  ce hosting a Christmas event. 

She believes that what has made 
their eff orts extra special is the fact 
that they are an all-volunteer orga-
nization that is run and operated 
in her home without the need for 
high overhead and fundraising. 

“My husband and I are able 
to meet the local demands for 
many families. Last year for 
Christmas, we provided toys 
for 146 children in December. 
When we plan larger events, 
our board of directors helps us 
to recruit volunteers to meet our 
needs. Our home has been fi lled 
at times and our days fi lled with 
sorting and preparing items for 
families. We recycle as much as 

possible,” Morgan shared. 
“Our overhead has been mini-

mal, but with a building comes 
more needs for funding. Besides 
our basic needs of trash bags, 
bleach, wipes and things like cor-
poration fees, P.O. Box, and phone 
bills,” she added. “Th at is what we 
have paid in the past. Any fund-
ing that comes our way is used to 
purchase many items that we do 
not have in stock and are rarely 
donated. We make many of these 
purchases from online yard sales, 
auctions and store closeouts.”

Morgan added that her con-
nection to Craig County is family. 

“It is always my heart. My fa-
ther David Greenway (RIP) is 
somewhere in heaven moving 
things to help make this hap-
pen, I am sure of it! I am from 
Roanoke and was born at the old 
Lewis Gale and my mother’s fam-
ily ran the mail routes through 
this county so many years ago. 
She still resides in Roanoke. Most 
of my family either reside or are 
buried on or in these mountains 
somewhere,” she said. 

“We have just recently secured 
a much-needed space in Craig 
County. Th e plan is to house items 
for distribution to families in that 
community after a successful give-
away at Camp Mitchell showcased 
the greater need. My sister Nicole 

is helping to make this all possible 
and has no idea how much work 
it will take. Please, no one tell her,” 
she jokingly said. 

Morgan added that the build-
ing they have found has a reduced 
rent and are in hopes that they will 
have it for a while as it is for sale. 

“We ask that those we help not 
sell any items they no longer need. 
Th ey may return them or give 
them to someone else in need,” 
Morgan said. 

Th ere are no income guidelines 
to qualify for help. Families will 
only need to fi ll out a brief sheet 
which includes their name, ad-
dress, phone number, number of 
kids, ages and genders form and 
sign that they know items are used 
and must be checked for age ap-
propriation, cleanliness and safety.

Ideas for suggestions for kids 
donations are: clothing - birth 
to size 16 and diapers, outer 
wear- coats, hats, gloves, scarves, 
shoes - (tennis shoes, play shoes, 
boots, dance and sport), books - 
(any and all including coloring 
books, school supplies), linens 
- (blankets, towels, sheets, bed-
ding sets for crib, toddler, twin 
and full sizes, throw pillows, cur-
tains, shower curtain sets, toys 
- (all types, games, puzzles, dolls, 
play sets, sports equipment, train 
tables, kitchens, doll furniture, 

barbie houses, dollhouses, Legos, 
chalkboards, musical instruments, 
craft kits, stuff ed animals, art sup-
plies), furniture - ( cribs, crib mat-
tress and changing pads, changing 
tables, rockers, toddler beds, twin 
and full size beds, chests, night-
stands, small desks, kids size table 
and chairs, bookcases, toy boxes 
and lamps) as well as baby Gear-
all types (Pac-n-plays, bassinets, 
swings, car seats, boosters, baby 
gates, bouncy seats, potty seats, set 
me up seats, monitors, play yards, 
kid dishes, sippy cups, boppy pil-
lows, bathtubs, strollers, humidi-
fi ers, breast pumps, bottles, baby 
bags, carriers). 

Other donation items can be: 
clothing racks, metal free stand-
ing shelving, display racks, bas-
kets, plastic hangers, re-useable 
shopping bags, folding tables, saw 
horses, large clean trash cans and 
laundry bins. 

New or unopened items only 
of underwear, formula, baby food, 
wipes, Pedialyte, toothbrushes, 
snacks, cereal and canned goods 
may be accepted. 

“Our mission statement is sim-
ple as are our goals,” Morgan said. 
“Give of yourself and teach oth-
ers to give. No matter how small 
the gesture, if you help to ease the 
burdens of another, you help to 
create a better place for us all.” 

Home from page 1

downfall for anyone. Some-
times excuses are real, but 
don’t let them command 
you. 

8. Seek help if you need 
it. Do not allow pride to 
keep you from what you 
want. Life is too short. 

9. Be patient. Give your-
self a break if you goof up a 
little. But, don’t be too easy 
on yourself either. Th e old 
saying, “no pain no gain” 
carries much weight. Sacri-
fi ce can be a good thing. 

10. Celebrate! Give 
yourself prizes and gifts for 
achieving the small goals. 
Don’t wait until the end 
when you get to the ‘carrot 
at the end of the stick.’ Still, 
make sure you do have a 
party when you accomplish 
your goal. Even if it’s just 
with you.

So, what will you be say-
ing this year? What will you 
speak into being for 2021? 

Remember, your words 
create the atmosphere you 
live in, whether good or bad. 
What world are you going 
to create around you, your 
family, your friends, or your 
work for this new year which 
we all are advancing into? 

Choose a new year for 
you. It is waiting just around 
the corner. And, by the way, 
I hope you dance!
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STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 

American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states.   Af-
fordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-877-636-0738   Special 
fi nancing for qualifi ed 
customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call 

Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Adver-
tise your listings region-
ally or statewide. Aff ord-
able Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services  804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY 

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114.Convenient. Certi-
fi ed Professionals. Call 
312-313-9671 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com

STATEWIDE  
ADS

The best place to find it,  
sell it, buy it, and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

Autos - Trucks/
Vans

For Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Assistant Director 
of Nursing 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. 20-649 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Public Notice 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ002182-04-00, 
JJ002182-05-00, 
JJ002182-06-00 

in re

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

PUBLIC NOTICE  

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498
ADVERTISE!
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To place a 
classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

The best place to find it, sell it, 
buy it, and announce it.

To place a classified ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
C: 540-293-4271
O: 540-772-2268

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

Rodney Spickard
Realtor®

RE/MAX Associate
Former Commissioner of Revenue

1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341

rodspickard@gmail.com
movetoroanoke.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

COVID-19 Testing
 

 Schedule your appointment at:
ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansburg

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Michael Wray stands next to his rig, which is decorated 
with pictures and testimonials from his football board 
game.

Wray is in it for the long haul
Trucker has been fi ne tuning football board game since eighth grade

Th ere’s no denying that 
football games for kids, and 
adults, have made great ad-
vancements over the years. 
In the days of COVID-19 
it’s nice to have some fun 
games to play at home. 

Most kids back in the 
‘60s had an electric foot-
ball game. You had a foot-
ball fi eld and 11 little foot-
ball fi gures per side, and 
when you made the board 
vibrate the players moved. 
Some went around in cir-
cles and others, who usu-
ally ended up carrying the 
ball, went straight ahead. 
It was fun, but not the 
most realistic of games.

Another game kids 
played was called “Foto-
Electric” football. One 
player had a group of of-
fensive plays on sheets of 
paper, with the lines drawn 
as to where the players 
would go. Th e other would 
have defensive formations 
on a separate sheet of pa-
per. To play the game, the 
off ense would put his play 
paper on a light table and 
the defensive player would 
put his on top. Th en you 
turned the light on and 
wherever the ballcarrier 
touched a defensive guy is 
how far the play went. No 
one ever missed a tackle.

Th ose games are sopho-
moric compared to today’s 
computer games. Kids and 
adults alike play the Madden 
NFL game and the players 
not only look like their real 
counterparts, but they move 
like them, too. And, you 
control how they move.

Th at’s not good enough 
for Michael Wray, Jr., who 
began making his own 
football game when he 
was in the eighth grade 
and now, 38 years later, 
is marketing a beautifully 
crafted and improved ver-
sion of that original game. 
His board game “You’re the 
Coach,” puts your knowl-
edge of football to the test.

“It’s more a game of the 
mind than just hand-eye 
coordination,” he said. “It’s 

more of what you know, 
and you can visualize the 
action in your head.”

Anyone who has played 
APBA baseball or Strato-
matic games will recognize 
the concept. In Michael’s 
game players go head to 
head sitting on opposite 
sides of a professionally 
done football fi eld play-
ing board. Th e off ensive 
player calls a play, with sev-
eral options, and the other 
player counters with a de-
fense that he thinks will 
outsmart his opponent. 
A dice roll determines the 
outcome with probabilities 
geared to what might actu-
ally happen in a real game.

It’s fascinating, and very 
realistic. Th e off ense has a 
myriad of plays to choose 
from, and each play has sev-
eral options in itself. You’ll 
feel like the off ensive coor-
dinator looking at what is 
jokingly called a “Denny’s 
Menu” on the sideline. You 
know, that big plastic page 
of plays coaches use.

You can play an entire 
game in anywhere from 
an hour and a half to two 
hours, or maybe a little 
longer if you’re a novice. 
However, it’s easy to pick 
up and once you start it be-
comes addictive, especially 
if you love football.

“If you love football 
you’ll love this game,” said 
Wray. “Actually, the tough-
est people to play against 
are people who don’t know 
football, because there’s no 
way you can guess what 
they’ll do.”

Wray is originally from 
Salem and still has fam-
ily there. His dad, Mi-
chael, Sr. went to Andrew 
Lewis High School and his 
grandfather, Jimmy Gar-
lick, and great grandfather, 
Bill “Pops” Garlick, still 
live in Salem. Pops, who 
was a NASCAR chief stew-
ard, still maintains a garage 
in Roanoke at 90 years of 
age. 

Michael lived in the 
trailer park behind the 

General Electric plant in 
Salem until it fl ooded and 
his family moved to Th ax-
ton. He went to school at 
Liberty High and played 
on the football team for 
the Minutemen. He always 
loved football, and during 
the eighth grade he was as-
signed to do a project for 
school and that’s where 
“You’re the Coach,” was 
born. He started out with a 
very primitive version and 
has continued to improve 
it over the years.

“I played it all the time,” 
he said. “My mom used to 
refer to it as ‘my little cor-
ner of the world’.”

Once perfected to his 
satisfaction Michael was 
able to get his game manu-
factured. Scott Printing of 
Rolla, Missouri and SMC 
Packaging of Springfi eld, 
Missouri did the work and 
it looks great.

“Everything is made in 
the USA,” he proudly pro-
claims.

Wray has sold about 180 
copies of the game and has 
given away many others. 
He fi gures he needs to sell 
about 350 to break even 
from his initial manufac-
turing costs. Th e game sells 
for $29.95 and you can 
fi nd it on-line from Ama-
zon or Ebay, adding about 
another 10 or 15 bucks for 
shipping. You can also fi nd 
it on Facebook, and just 
recently Michael was able 
to talk White’s Travel Cen-
ter, about an hour up I-81 
in Raphine, VA, to sell the 
game in their store.

A long haul trucker by 
trade, Wray now lives in 
Missouri with his fi ancé 
Chrissy White. He has 
a 26 year old daughter, 
Christine, and a four and 
half year old grandson, 
Grayson, who he’s anxious 
to start playing the game 
against.

Michael’s one-man 
trucking business is named 
“You’re the Coach Trans-
port.” His cab is colorfully 
decorated with a copy of 

his game and testimonials 
from people who have en-
joyed it from all over the 
country.

“I’ve been everywhere 
but Alaska and Hawaii,” he 
said. “You tell me a city or 
town and I’ll bet I can tell 
you what state it’s in.”

As he travels around the 
country Wray promotes his 
game and he off ers to play 
it to show how realistic it 
is. His favorite teams are 
the NFL Packers(he was 
a Cowboys fan until Jerry 
Jones fi red Tom Landry) 
and Virginia Tech in col-
lege. He was a big fan of 
Tech defensive coordina-
tor Bud Foster and claims 
more than one person has 
told him he resembles Bud.

Michael’s dream op-
ponent would be Frank 
Beamer, but he’s yet to lure 
him into a contest. He has 
played against former Tech 
tight end Joe Jones who is 
quoted as saying it’s, “hard 
to quit playing,” in a list of 
testimonials.

Another person who has 
played the game is former 
West Virginia University 
quarterback Chad John-
ston, who played quarter-
back for New Castle High 
School in Virginia before 
moving to West Virginia. 
Chad’s son Grant was a 
standout quarterback for 
Blacksburg High and Chad 
had some nice things to say 
about “You’re the Coach.”

“A great concept,” he 
said. “It lets you develop 
your own game plan and 
puts you in the hot seat. 
It’s the best football board 
game around.”

Mike Scharnus, who 
won four VHSL state 
championships coaching 
football, is a big fan of 
the game and Joel Hicks, 
a state champion coach at 
Pulaski County, called the 
game “very realistic.”

Michael has a long list 
of recognizable folks who 
he’s met in his travels. He 
met Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers coach Bruce Arians, 

Botetourt sports return, Craig still using metrics
New Year’s Day was last 

Friday and there have been 
no Craig County sports since 
Rudy Gobert of the Utah Jazz 
came down with COVID 19 
on March 11. That’s a span of 
nine and a half months as we 
hit day 300 AG(After Gobert) 
today.

It’s been a tough ride for the 
high school athletes, especial-
ly the seniors who aren’t going 
on to play college sports. This 
was to be their final hurrah in 
competitive sports other than 
city league basketball, slow-
pitch softball, touch league 
football and the like. Golfers 
and swimmers have outlets to 
compete but, if you play foot-
ball and aren’t going to play in 
college, this is it.

On Tuesday, December 
29, Botetourt County made a 

major move toward returning 
to the court, mats, pool and 
track for the winter season. 
The Botetourt County School 
Board announced that sports 
were returning this week with 
games possible for Lord Bote-
tourt and James River High 
School teams. They join Rad-
ford, Floyd County, Pulaski 
County and Giles County 
schools Narrows and Giles 
High Schools as teams cur-
rently allowed to compete.

Craig County remains in 
a group of schools from Roa-
noke County, Roanoke City, 
Alleghany County, Salem and 
Covington who are taking 
their cues from the Health 
Department. Each week the 
Health Department will de-
termine, using the CDC 
school metrics, if the county 

teams will be able to play 
sports. The metrics uses the 
number of COVID cases in 
relation to the population to 
determine how safe it would 
be for sports participation.

The metrics uses a color-
coded system of Red, Orange 
and Yellow to determine what 
the student athletes can do. 
Yellow is the best, but the 
CDC currently is listing Red.

“Thomas Kessler(Byrd 
wrestling and assistant foot-
ball coach) has been tracking 

it and he said we haven’t been 
in yellow since August, and 
that was just for one day,” said 
William Byrd athletic director 
JasonTaylor.

Many parents of Craig 
County students are hoping 
the county will follow Bote-
tourt’s lead and allow kids to 
return to sports. 

“What aggravates me is 
that kids are playing AAU 
and travel sports and there 
doesn’t seem to be any prob-
lems,” said Taylor. “I didn’t do 
my fall(travel baseball) team 
because I didn’t want the re-
sponsibility, but Luke(Jason’s 
son) played for Team Virginia 
and we went to four or five 
tournaments and not one per-
son was exposed to COVID.”

Craig County won’t be 
playing any games next week 

or in the near future if the 
pandemic continues to get 
worse after Christmas, as has 
been predicted. The metrics 
won’t allow it.

“We’re still trying to take 
it week by week,” said Craig 
County High School princi-
pal Melissa Whiting. 

The Virginia High School 
League moved fall sports to 
the spring for an abbreviated 
schedule, with practice due 
to begin February 4. Rocket 
football coach Mark Harrison 
and volleyball coach Geoff 
Boyer are hoping the situa-
tion allows for sports by that 
time. In the meantime many 
parents are hoping Craig joins 
Botetourt County in leaving 
the metrics system.

“We’re doing the best we 
can,” said Whiting.

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

Wray holds instructions for his game, “You’re the Coach.”

Michael Wray’s football board game is set up and ready 
to play.

Former West Virginia University quarterback Chad 
Johnston, who once played for New Castle High School, 
said it’s the best game around.

who was a quarterback for 
Virginia Tech in college. 
When Michael told him it 
was an honor to meet one 
of Tech’s best quarterbacks 
Wray said Arians replied, 
“is Michael Vick standing 
behind me?”

Of course, he tries to get 
back to Virginia as much 
as he can with family here. 
In his most recent visit he 
hooked up with former 
Amherst coach Mickey 
Crouch and played the 
game with him.

“He was Amherst and I 
was Salem, and I stopped 
him on the fi ve yard line,” 
said Wray with a chuckle. 
“He still likes to run the 
ball.”

Due to copyright issues 
Wray can’t name players in 
the game. However, he has 
a tablet of game statistic 
sheets where you can write 
in the players yourself. He 
even has diff erent rules for 
high school, college and 
pros to make it as realistic 

as possible.
“It’s amazing how re-

alistic it can be,” he said. 
“I played last year’s LSU-
Clemson national cham-
pionship game before the 
game was played. My score 
came out 37-23 LSU and 
the actual score was 42-25. 
I played the Super Bowl 
and had the Chiefs win-
ning 37-30(actual score 
was 31-20).”

What began as a high 
school project has turned 
into a lifetime passion for 
Wray, and if determination 
will make it a big success he 
has it.

“People are amazed at 
how I’ve stuck with it all 
these years,” he said. “My 
goal is for the game to be 
in every home in Amer-
ica. I hope to be on (the 
TV show) ‘Shark Tank’ 
someday. I think some-
one would go for it if they 
heard my pitch.”

Are you listening Mark 
Cuban?




