
ourvalley.org “The Voice of Craig County” Wednesday, December 23, 2020       $1.00

NEW CASTLER
THE

ECOR D
(USPS-378-080)

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

angie@guthrieinsurance.net
www.guthrieinsuranceva.com

GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
Licensed in VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON, 
OWNER/AGENT

GUTHRIE INSURANCE 
AGENCY INC.

TEXT TO OUR 
NEW NUMBER

(540-468-2970 (TEXT ONLY)

GIFT CARDS
make great gifts

Available at
both locations

|  276.637.6485  |  citizens.coop 

Celebrate with Internet that Really Connects
Fill you home with reliable connectivity with Citizens CitiZip Internet with speeds up to 

100 Mbps. Whether you are connecting in person or from a distance, Citizens WiFi blankets your home to 
ensure everyone can enjoy their favorite movies, music, and video calls from every room in the house.

Wrap up CitiZip Internet from Citizens today!

Santa made sure to bring a 
little ‘HOHOHO’ this year

There is little that can com-
pare to a child’s gleeful grin when 
they see Santa and hear his ‘HO-
HOHO’ during the holidays. 
When this happens, children 
usually become intently mesmer-
ized by his every word. 

Kids sometimes cannot con-
tain themselves, as they jump, 
squeal with excitement and then 
run and jump into his lap (but 
not this year).

When the annual parade was 
canceled in Craig this year, a few 
patrons shared their concern for 
a little something for the kids. 

Surrounding counties all had a 
drive-by parade and several hap-
penings that they could go to, 
including the Starlite Drive-In 
showing Christmas movies all 
month long. 

I personally felt that some-
thing could be done for our kids 
in Craig to get to see and talk 
with Santa. 

After inquiring and going 
through multiple individuals to 

get approved by the COVID-19 
team, I asked Santa Claus (Sam-
my Huffman), if he would con-
sider sitting on Main Street and 
have a drive-by visit with the un-
derstanding that kids would stay 
in their vehicles.

From there, Santa and “Mrs. 
Claus” decided that maybe a lit-
tle more could be done, and we 
went to work. Quickly, it snow-
balled into a wonderful event at 
the Craig County Fairgrounds. 

The Gideons, Ken and Carol 
Looney, greeted everyone at the 
back gate and gave them a Bible 
with a candy cane and directed 
them up to the people who were 
guiding the vehicles towards the 
stage where Santa Claus sat front 
and center awaiting every girl 
and boy with anticipation. 

Myself, Sammy’s daughter and 
Sam decorated the stage with a 
live Christmas tree, lights and 
large packages that held the toys 
for the kids. 

David Givens of Dave’s Live 
Sounds added special lighting 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kids get very excited when they see 
Santa Clause, as James Michael did 
here upon seeing Saint Nick. Elated, 
Michael couldn’t wait to tell Santa 
his wish list.

Letters to Santa from McCleary kids
From the East Coast of the 

United States in New Cas-
tle, to the snowy North Pole 
where Santa lives, letters from 
young students that were sent 
have been answered. 

Several students in Mc-
Cleary Elementary School re-
cently wrote their Christmas 
“wish lists” to Jolly Ole’ St. 
Nicholas. 

School teachers shared that 
they always enjoy this time of 
year as the kids seem get quite 
creative in their letters plus 
they love to see the sparkle in 
the students’ eyes as they ex-
press their desires to relay to 
Santa. 

Several classes shared their 

thoughts to their teacher or 
wrote personal letters them-
selves. The heartfelt messages 
make one wish they could be 
a kid again, even if “just for 
a day.” 

Amanda Wente’s Kinder-
garten-1 Class wrote: 

Dear Santa, I have been 
good this year. I help clean. 
How does your one reindeer 
have a glowing nose? I want 
one. I want a truck like my 
blue one I had before it broke. 
It plays music and lights up. 
Merry Christmas, Santa. 
Love, Malakai

Dear Santa, I have been 
very good this year. This year 
I have helped my pawpaw 
Gene fold laundry some and 
I have shared my toys with 
my brother. I was wondering 

how do the reindeer sleep on 
Christmas Eve? For Christ-
mas I would like to have an 
iPad, a Nintendo Switch gam-
ing system, or a bike. I hope 
you have a Merry Christmas. 
Love, Landon

Dear Santa, I have been 
good this year. I have been 
sweet to my grandparents 
and worked hard in school. 
Are your reindeer ready for 
Christmas? I would like a 
Barbie dream house! Merry 
Christmas, Santa. Love, Zoey

Dear Santa, I love you and 
Mrs. Santa. I have been very 
good this year. I did some 
chores. How are the reindeer 
and elves? I would like a set of 
hair products and a baby doll. 
Have a good Merry Christ-
mas. Love, Charleigh Sue 

Dear Santa, I have been 
good. I want an Xbox. Merry 
Christmas. Love, Nolan

Dear Santa, I have been 
good being nice this year. 
Can I see your sleigh? Can 
you bring me a robot? Merry 
Christmas. Love, Axel

Dear Santa, My name is 
James Michael and I am 5 
years old. I am so excited for 
Christmas this year! This year 
I have been very nice. A few 
things I did that were nice are: 
I gave lots of hugs and kisses; 
I make Taylor, Abby, and Jor-
dyn laugh; and, I let every-
one play with me. This year 
for Christmas I would like 
a Scooby-Doo van, a bicyle, 
and a Scooby-Doo snow ghost 
toy. I can’t wait for you to visit 
me this year! I will leave out 

a snack for you and the rein-
deer! Love, James Michael

Dear Santa, I have been 
very good this year. One good 
thing I did is feed the animals. 
Do you have super powers? 
One gift I want is a bike. Mer-
ry Christmas. Love, Westen

Dear Santa, I have been a 
good girl this year. I helped a 
friend that got hurt. I would 
like an Our Generation doll 
and clothes. Santa, how 
do your reindeer fly? Mer-
ry Christmas, Santa! Love, 
Emma Rose

Dear Santa, I have been 
very good this year. I be nice 
to my friends. How do you fly 
to my house? I want a twisty 
girl for Christmas. I love you 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

NCCC Chrismon Tree 
glows with symbolism

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The well-known Christmas tree is 
an addition to most homes this time 
of the year. Many are decorated 
with heartfelt ornaments that say 
more than just decorations. The 
Chrismon Tree at the New Castle 
Christian Church is one which each 
ornament tells a story in itself. 

At the center of most homes 
is the much-loved Christmas 
tree that is usually the first thing 
that goes up, then meticulously 
placed in the perfect spot in the 
home where it gets the most at-
tention during the entire holiday 
season.

People flood Facebook with 
their pictures, saying things such 
as, “It’s starting to look a lot like 
Christmas,” as they show the tree 
and creative decorations which 
they have placed on it with the 
many packages that lovingly have 
been placed underneath. 

It is a symbol of love, excite-
ment and anticipation of the sea-
son. 

The New Castle Christian 
Church has participated in a spe-

cial tradition for many years by 
putting up the symbolic Chris-
mon Tree, which glistens with 
white and gold beauty. 

Ladies in the late 80s orga-
nized the effort and did most of 
the work to make the intricate 
ornaments.

It was explained that Sarah 
Graham was the one who initi-
ated and organized the idea of 
the tree to the church with Edna 
Crowder and Kernell Lipes assist-
ing. 

Later, many church mem-
bers took part and contributed 
by making the individual orna-
ments. 

Edna Crowder shared that she 
had a crack in her thumbnail for 
a few years after making the or-
naments. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This is Santa's first big visit to Craig at the Fairgrounds, 
and he shared that he absolutely loved it. "I have never 
done this before, but am ready for next year,” he 
said. "After a night of watching these kids smile with 
excitement and hope for that special gift from Santa, 
it made me wonder why I hadn't ever done this before." 
He (Sammy Huffman) is pictured with "Mrs. Claus" (Pam 
Dudding) and his trusty Elf Will Huffman. 

Santa’s heart 
grew too

Kids love to see Santa, 
but what some do not 
realize is that Santa loves 
to see the kids just as 
much. 

There is a special bond 
between kids and Santa. 
Something that no one 
can really put their fin-
ger on. It just “is.” 

The underlying reality 
is that Santa has a heart 
of love, which comes 
from God above. 

Kids recognize that 
and they are drawn to it. 
Their innocence relates 
to a true heart. 

This year, though the 
annual parade was can-
celed in New Castle, 
Santa still came to visit, 
and he even left a note to 
the citizens of Craig. 

“I was asked a couple 
of weeks ago if I would 
be interested in donning 

the big red coat and 
filling in for Santa and 
talk to the children of 
Craig County. At first, 
I was reluctant because I 
didn't want to say some-
thing wrong or scare 
the kids, but the more I 
thought about the more 
I wanted to do it. 

Since our parade was 
canceled this might be 
the only time some of 
these kids would get to 
see Santa and tell him 
what they wanted for 
Christmas. 

When the time came 
and cars started lin-
ing up to see Old Saint 
Nick, I was getting a 
little nervous but then, 
when that first kid 
stepped out from their 
SUV and walked over to 
the carpet that they were 
to stand on, and a big 
smile came over his face, 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Heart, page 6See Chrismon Tree, page 6

See Santa, page 3

See Letters, page 6
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Twos under par
  7. Expresses surprise
 10. Shows exceedingly 
great size
 12. At this place
 13. One who prints from 
a plate
 14. ‘95 U.S. Open golf 
champ Corey
 15. Stupefy with alcohol
 16. Breezed through
 17. A major division of 
geological time
 18. Humble request for 
help
 19. Part of a deck
 21. Albanian monetary 
unit
 22. Atomic #22
 27. Atomic #18

 28. Catholic holiday 
service
 33. Canadian province
 34. Capital of Alberta
 36. Large African antelope
 37. Mexican tortilla 
sandwich
 38. Pigmented eye 
membrane
 39. Baby’s food protector
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Sun-dried brick
 44. Those dull in appear-
ance
 45. Basketlike baby’s bed
 48. Purpose or intent
 49. Difficult to carry
 50. Cry made by sheep
 51. More than one spouse
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Incredible edibles

  2. About aviation
  3. Small biting flies
  4. Bulgarian monetary 
unit
  5. Point midway between 
E and SE
  6. Old CCCP or U___
  7. Rubber tree genus
  8. Waterless
  9. Female chicken
 10. Relating to the 
Hebrews
 11. Dig up
 12. Diacritic caron
 14. Capital of Sicily
 17. Shock therapy
 18. Cyto_____: surrounds 
the nucleus
 20. Daughters of the Am. 
Revolution
 23. Nincompoops

 24. Great battle of 333 BC
 25. Salt Lake state
 26. Woman (French)
 29. A public promotion
 30. Social insect
 31. Knifed
 32. Formal association of 
people
 35. Toff
 36. Snaps up
 38. Annona diversifolia
 40. Opera vocal solo
 41. Largest continent
 42. Day (Latin)
 43. Sole
 44. Hit lightly
 45. Guy (slang)
 46. Black tropical Am. 
cuckoo
 47. Screen Writers Guild
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MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
- 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org. 

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 

Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 

at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, is 
having virtual masses at 8:30 
a.m. and 10 a.m. by Father 
Steve McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. For 
more information, contact 
(540) 864-8686 or send an 
email to stjohnnewcastle@
tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 
Market Street.

 
FIRST TUESDAY

Craig County School 
Board meets at 6:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

SECOND TUESDAY

Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting date 
regarding possible cancellation 
information 540-977-2698, 
Ext. 2. The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located at 
36 Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden Club 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months and 
up should receive a flu shot 
each year. A parent or guardian 
must accompany those under 
the age 18. Insurances will be 
billed. People are encouraged 
to bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Keeping with the spirit of the season, American Legion Post 240 in Daleville has 
made a generous donation to the Craig County Department of Social Services. The 
donation will be used to feed and clothe needy students in New Castle. Here, Post 
240 Adjutant Joel Eig is presenting a check to Peggy Linkenauger, the supervisor 
for researching people's eligibility to receive assistance.

Post 240 helps New Castle students

Christmas Shoes play speaks

One of the most 
known Christmas mov-
ies is “Christmas Shoes.” 

This year, Lighthouse 
Baptist Church hosted 
its Christmas play with 
this theme, from the 
movie. 

The story tells of a 
family where the moth-
er is dying of cancer 
with no hope and will 
soon be leaving her hus-
band and nine-year-old 
son behind. 

The son understands 
that his mom will be 
leaving earth to live 
with Jesus and even his 
uncle that died recently. 

A song was played. 

Some of the words were: 
“I wish for one more day 
with you, but it would 
leave me wishing still 
with one more day with 
you. I’d hold you every 
second and say a million 
I love you’d, just one 
more sunset and I’d be 
satisfied but then again, 
I know what it’d do. It 
would leave me wishing 
still with one more day 
with you.” 

His mom had told 
him a story about how 
she liked to dance. 

The little boy took 
every penny he had and 
hurried to the store on 
the night his dad said 
she may not be with 
them much longer and 
searched for the perfect 

pair of shoes. 
Voila! He found 

them. A pair of red glis-
tening shoes. He ran 
to the checkout coun-
ter and dumped all his 
change out for the ca-
shier. After she counted 
it all, he did not have 
quite enough to buy the 
shoes. 

His heart fell and he 
told the lady he didn’t 
know what he was going 
to do. 

A man standing be-
hind the boy in line 
overheard him. “Daddy 
says there’s not much 
time and these shoes 
will make her smile,” he 
said. “I want my mama 
to have these shoes in 
case she meets Jesus to-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

night.”
The man’s heart was 

torn, and he laid out the 
remainder of the money 
the boy needed, think-
ing, “I caught a glimpse 
of heavens love as I 
watched that little boys 
smile.”

“Thank you, sir,” he 
said as he ran away with 
the shoes gripped tight-
ly in his arms. 

As he lovingly placed 
them on his mother’s 
feet, she told him how 
much she loved them. 
That night, she went 
home to live with Jesus. 
The carolers sang “Si-
lent Night.”

The different scenes 
in the play portrayed 
the story. Tears welled 
up in some eyes, as it hit 
too close to home. 

“This is dedicated to 
all who have lost a loved 
one during the Christ-
mas season. So many 
hearts are hurting today 

thinking of a lost loved 
one,” the bulletin stat-
ed. “We pray God will 
help everyone to find a 
way to keep the sweet 
memories alive, to heal 
their broken hearts and 
keep them open to face 
another day because life 
will move on and the 
sun will shine again.”

Carolers sang songs 
between the scenes to 
add to tell the gospel 
story of the birth of Je-
sus Christ, which is cel-
ebrated on December 
25. 

The play was written 
and directed by Donna 
Old and the music di-
rector was Donna Blan-
kenship. Lights and 
sound were directed by 
Joey Mayo. 

After the play was fin-
ished, Pastor Lee Loo-
ney asked, “What if this 
was your last Christmas 
or your last night alive? 
The Bible says that the 

devil believes in God 
and trembles because he 
knows his destiny. If you 
don’t know for sure, 100 
percent that you would 
go to heaven tonight if 
you died, I invite you to 
believe in Jesus Christ.” 
He then prayed. 

Everyone was invit-
ed back, and members 
handed out their an-
nual Christmas candy 
bag which contained 
two candy bars and an 
orange in it, depicting 
the olden days when 
that was a huge gift to 
receive. 

There was a happi-
ness that permeated the 
atmosphere within the 
church and a warmth 
that no TV movie could 
match. Many shared 
they would see them 
at the candlelight ser-
vice they will host on 
December 24 at the 
church. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

A little boy who wanted to buy the special shoes for his 
mom is elated when a man standing in line at the store 
gave him the rest of the money needed to buy the red 
glitter shoes. 

The Lighthouse Baptist Church recently hosted a play from the movie “Christmas Shoes.” Afterward, everyone 
received an old-fashioned Christmas treat bag with candy bars and an orange. 
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Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

To all our neighbors, we’d like to 
extend our best wishes for a happy 

holiday season, along with a healthy 
dose of gratitude for your trust in us.

From
Merry Christmas

And

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Liam and Reese were hesitant at first, but they quickly 
warmed up to Santa who knew how to ask the right 
questions. Then their requests and conversations rolled 
rapidly as they laughed with Santa about his reindeer. 
When Santa asked if they had been good boys, they 
looked at each other and grinned. 

Little Lily was mesmerized by Santa and had a long 
conversation with specifics about what she would like 
for Christmas, guaranteeing him good cookies. 

Maci Winebarger handed out a special book to each 
family to share as they read together. 

Alyvie enjoyed her visit with Santa, not wanting to 
leave, and giving specific details so Santa would get 
it right. Santa assured her he would get his elves to 
work on it. 

Noah gave his list to Santa and was ready to converse 
as long as Santa would. His grin says  it all. 

The Lighthouse Baptist Church built a wooden live nativity scene, having animals all around. They gave out the 
candy bags that Guthrie Insurance and Craig Botetourt had made for each child, as people drove out the exit 
gate, as people drove through the exit, recognizing that the season is about the birthday of Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of the world. 

Ken and Carol Looney representing the Gideons and 
handing out Life Bibles with candy canes, wishing 
everyone a Merry Christmas. 

onto each wall and the 
front trees which made 
the entire area glow with 
Christmas cheer. 

He also played Christ-
mas music during the 
evening, giving the at-
mosphere a special shot 
of a happy Santaville. 

Mike’s Dog House was 
set up for anyone who 
wanted a great hot dog. 

At the side exit gate, 
The Lighthouse Baptist 
Church hosted a live na-
tivity with animals, cel-
ebrating the “reason for 
the season,” the birthday 
of Jesus Christ, the Sav-
ior of the world. 

Kids enjoyed the scene 
as parents sat a little lon-
ger in their vehicles al-
lowing them to look and 
talk to the animals. 

Angie Guthrie and 
Craig Botetourt provid-
ed over 100 bags of can-
dy and all but two were 
given out by Lee Looney 
and his church members. 

Shari Winebarger and 
some of her friends paid 
for and provided a white 
leather throne for Santa 
to sit in which had large, 
jeweled buttons. Santa 
had a comfortable seat 
which he sat in for over 
two hours, talking to ev-
ery kid (and even some 
adults that he recog-
nized, telling them they 
had better be good or 
they would get coal). 

Santa was dressed in 
his best suit, seated on 
his special throne. He 
was ready for all the kids. 
The parents were on 
time as they were waiting 
in line when the opening 
5 o’clock hour struck. 

One by one, the ve-
hicles drove up to the 

stage. Kids faces lit up as 
well as the adults. Some 
vehicles only had adults 
as they wanted to see 
Santa too. 

Kids were able to get 
out and stand on Santa’s 
HOHOHO rug, which 
was below the stage and 
talk with him. 

Eyes seemed fixed as 
they listened to him talk 
and had lengthy conver-
sations back and forth. 

Santa asked if they had 
been good, how old they 
were, what they were go-
ing to leave him to eat, 
adding for them to make 
sure they left milk too. 
He also asked what they 
wanted for Christmas 
and talked to them about 
each toy. 

Santa joked around 
with a few of the kids, 
telling them to make his 
favorite cookies. 

He added, “Leave ex-
tras so that I can share 
them with my reindeer as 
they have to travel all the 
way around the world. 
They need that energy.”

He was quick to say 
with a smile, “But don’t 
give me that sugar-free 
stuff. Even my rein-
deer won’t eat sugar-free 
cookies.”  

He did put an extra 
hint in for peanut butter 
cookies though. 

Santa had a bell in his 
hand that he would oc-
casionally ring and some-
times share with the kids 
that he had to be very 
careful and not ring it too 
much. “If I ring this bell 
a lot, my reindeer will 
fl y down and pick me up 
and take me back to the 
North Pole, and I’m not 
ready to go yet.”

Santa from page 1

Their eyes would 
glance into the sky to see 
if they could see them. 
Even Santa hesitated 
a few times, saying he 
thought he heard them. 

The kids excitedly 
told him about Legos, 
Frozen Dolls and doll-
houses, LOL Babies, 
ponies, Baby Alive, Bar-
bie House and cars, BB 
guns, video games, bikes 
and lot of electronics. 

Santa told each kid, 
“Now you make sure you 
go to sleep so that I can 
bring all the toys you want 
so then you can wake up 
and see all those toys un-
der your tree.” Th e kids 
then grinned so big and 
jumped with excitement. 

After Santa finished, 
his little helper elf, Will 
Huffman, handed them 
a toy from the many toy 
boxes. 

Also, Maci Winebarg-
er handed each family 
a special book to take 
home and read. 

Some parents took 
pictures, and some for-
got as they got wrapped 
up in Santa’s conversa-
tions. 

“A special thanks goes 
out to the many who 
helped us to make this 
Christmas a little more 
special and fun too,” the 
team shared.

A request was sent out 
just two weeks prior ask-
ing if each could help 

just a little, hoping to 
get several, so no one 
had to donate much. 

The following gave 
of their finances to-
wards purchasing the 
toys: Kevin and Me-
lissa Altizer, Danny and 
Betty Kendall, George 
Foster, Pam Dudding, 
New Castle Christian 
Church, Grace Assem-
bly, Craig Valley Gospel 
Fellowship, Cornerstone 
Church – New Castle 
and Mountain View 
Baptist in Catawba. 

Over 120 toys were 
purchased, including 
several binoculars that 
Timmy Snider donated. 

Additional thanks go 
to Rick Dudding, Wayne 

“Big Foot” Belcher and 
Cole Winebarger for 
helping to guide traffic. 

Several people had 
hoped to decorate their 
vehicles and two floats, 
but none were able to 
make it. 

However, parents were 
very appreciative of the 
eff orts and the safe setup 
that helped to make their 
kids Christmas special to 
see Santa and many re-
layed their gratitude that 
evening and the next day 
on Facebook. 

When all was done 
and the stage was empty 
once again, the thought 
was unanimous, “we will 
do this again next year, 
just a bit bigger.”
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A letter to our community

Greetings to all patrons 
and friends of the Craig 
County Public Library! 
As 2020 draws to a close, 
it feels appropriate to re-
fl ect on this year that has 
been unlike any in mem-
ory. In spite of a global 
pandemic, our little li-
brary has persevered and 
continued to serve the 
community with technol-
ogy, information, educa-
tion and connection. 

Th ese resources have 
become even more criti-
cal and even essential 
for many patrons, as our 
county’s students learn to 
navigate remote school-
ing, and the rest of us 
fi nd ourselves spending 
more time at home, with 
reduced access to culture 
and social interaction 
that we may have once 
taken for granted. Like 
so many others, we’ve 
been forced to pivot and 
adapt, and we’re proud 
that we’ve been able to 
continue to off er and 
even expand our services, 
when so many other li-
braries have been forced 
to shutter. 

Th is year, we grappled 
with the diffi  cult deci-
sion not to continue to 
pursue an expanded Re-
source Center. While 
community support for 
many aspects of the proj-
ect was strong, some resi-
dents and local leaders 
justifi ably questioned the 
project’s expansive scope, 
vision and sustainability. 

While space limita-
tions are still a major 
constraint on our abil-
ity to serve our mission, 
we’ve always been com-
mitted to listening and 
responding to the com-
munity above all else. We 
view this not as a setback, 
but as an opportunity to 

better ensure our library 
aligns with Craig Coun-
ty’s wants, needs, and 
capacity. As our future 
plans continue to shift to 
best reflect the commu-
nity’s shared vision, we 
need your voice to be in-
cluded in this important 
conversation, as we col-
lectively determine the 
best course forward for 
our community’s library. 
Reach out to us and let 
us know your wishes and 
dreams for a library that 
effectively serves our 
county. Consider joining 
one of our committees, 
or volunteering behind 
the desk, or helping to 
put on a program or edu-

cational event. 
Of course, we know 

your time is precious. 
Support can take many 
forms. Your continued 
patronage itself shows 
that you value the re-
sources we work to pro-
vide, and that support is 
invaluable to us. You can 
also sign up for Kroger 
Community Rewards, 
which costs you nothing, 
but we receive a small 
donation every time you 
buy groceries. Similarly, 
Amazon Smile donates a 
small percentage of ev-
ery purchase you make 
to our library. Of course, 
as a 501(c)3 non-profi t 
organization, all mon-
etary donations are tax-
deductible. 

As our mission states, 
we’re committed to em-
powering individuals and 

building our community 
by bringing people, in-
formation, and resources 
together. We aim to pro-
vide the essential tools 
for building the commu-
nity’s prosperity through 
education, information, 
and social interaction. 
We can’t do it with-
out you. Th ank you for 
your continued support 
and patronage, and your 
dedication to helping us 
build a stronger library 
and community in 2021 
and beyond. 

With gratitude, 
Ned Savage, President 

Craig County Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees 

Craig County Public 
Library

303 Main Street, New 
Castle VA 24127

540-864-8978
craiglibrary@swva.net

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Christmas Traditions

Christmas is a time 
of tradition, for fami-
lies, communities, and 
throughout our society. 
For those of us who cel-
ebrate, like me, we each 

have our favorite cus-
toms about this season, 
whether attending a 
family gathering or town 
parade or just hearing a 
favorite Christmas carol. 

How those traditions 
become things we return 
to year after year make 
for interesting stories on 
their own.

One story caught my 
eye recently on the Mer-
riam-Webster dictionary 

website about the phrase 
“tis the season,” a phrase 
often said around this 
time of year originating 
in the Christmas carol 
“Deck the Halls.”

As someone with 
Welsh ancestry, and as 
chairman of the Con-
gressional Friends of 
Wales Caucus, I was glad 
to learn that this beloved 
carol had notable Welsh 
roots. According to Mer-
riam-Webster, the carol’s 
tune was apparently first 
recorded in a 1784 book 
entitled Musical and 
Poetical Relicks of the 
Welsh Bards. The book 
was written by Edward 
Jones, a harpist for the 
then-Prince of Wales, the 
future King George IV, 
and Jones dedicated his 
work to the Prince. 

A century later, the 
Welsh tune became 
linked to a Welsh lyricist. 
In 1884, a book called 
The Song Book: Words 
and Tunes from the Best 
Poets and Musicians re-
ported that the lyrics to 
“Deck the Halls” were a 
translation by Thomas 
Oliphant of lyrics writ-
ten by John Jones, a poet 
who also went by the 
Welsh name Talhaiarn.

Those lyrics included 
“tis the season,” but they 
also include the sylla-
bles “fa la la la la,” and 
the carol’s Welsh origins 
are important in under-
standing their inclusion.

M e r r i a m -We b s t e r 
quotes composer John 
Rutter as saying the song 
was originally intended 
for performance by a 
group of singers and a 
harpist, the harp being 
Wales’ national instru-
ment. Th e singers would 
sing a verse, the harp-
ist would improvise, the 
singers would move to the 
next verse, and so on. But 
harpists are not always 
available, nor do harps 
occupy such a prominent 
place in our culture as 
they do in that of Wales. 
As Rutter said, “Th at only 
worked in Wales where 
they had harpists on every 
street corner.” So “fa la la 
la la” would be sung to 
take the harp’s place.

Before reading this 
article, I had not been 
aware of the link be-
tween Wales and this 
Christmas carol so wide-
ly known and sung in 
our culture. One of the 
remarkable aspects of the 
Christmas season is how 

traditions from so many 
parts of the world have 
been blended into the 
celebrations in our coun-
try. You may participate 
in several without think-
ing much about it – for 
example, if you put up a 
Christmas tree in your 
house, a custom brought 
to our country by set-
tlers from Germany.

The variety of these 
traditions for one holi-
day speaks to the uni-
versal message of the 
Christmas season and 
also to the melting pot 
of American culture. 
We should be thankful 
that we live in a country 
where we can celebrate, 
or not celebrate, accord-
ing to our beliefs.

Th is year, the corona-
virus pandemic impedes 
our enjoyment of some 
of these customs. Com-
munity celebrations have 
been curtailed or can-
celled, families are recon-
sidering whether to have 
as big a gathering as they 
might normally have, and 
the festivities that do take 
place have as a backdrop 
the pandemic that has in-
fl icted so much suff ering.

Most of us have some 
aspect of the season we 
treasure that will not 
take place as usual this 
year. I enjoy participat-
ing in Christmas parades 
in the different towns of 

the Ninth District. After 
riding through a town 
saying “Merry Christ-
mas” and seeing the 
bright eyes of children 
and hearing the warm 
wishes of the adults, I 
find it impossible to 
finish a parade with-
out simply feeling good 
about the world.

Christmas remains a 
time of hope, and the 
traditions we come back 
to each year are also the 
traditions we can look 
forward to. I invite you 
to share some of your 
own on my official Face-
book page where this 
column is posted.

If you celebrate Christ-
mas, however you do so 
this year, I hope that it will 
bring you comfort and joy, 
and I wish you a happy 
and healthy New Year.

If you have questions, 
concerns, or comments, 
feel free to contact my 
office.   You can call my 
Abingdon office at 276-
525-1405 or my Chris-
tiansburg office at 540-
381-5671. To reach my 
office via email, please 
visit my website at www.
morgangriff i th.house.
gov. Also on my web-
site is the latest mate-
rial from my office, in-
cluding information on 
votes recently taken on 
the floor of the House of 
Representatives.

Morgan 
Griffi th

Representative
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A cup of holiday cheer

Many will hear the 
sound of bells ringing 
in front of their favorite 
stores decked out with 
Christmas decor this holi-
day season. We listen to 
Dean Martin belt out, 
"Baby, It's Cold Out-
side," and with happy 
smiling faces, we run 
frantically about buy-
ing gifts for family and 
friends. In neighborhoods 
across America, Christ-
mas trees are lighting up 
living rooms. People sing 
Christmas carols, veg out 
on Hallmark Christmas 
movies, drink hot cocoa 
by the gallon and stay 
up late watching the ball 
drop in New York City on 
New Year's Eve.

Th e imagery is fanciful, 
fun, and brings out im-
ages of smiling faces and 

happiness, but is this real 
life? For many, this is real-
ity; for some, it is a false 
front, a glamourous social 
media double-life. And 
still others, this dream 
is out of reach. Th ey are 
full of despair. During the 
holiday season, we want 
happiness. But, what if 
we can't seem to fi ll our 
cup of holiday cheer?

Life is full of ups and 
downs. We have moun-
tain top experiences that 
fi ll us with delight, like 
getting married to the 
love of our life. We also 
have times of despair, 
such as sharing the loss of 
a child, parent, or spouse. 
For most people, these 
ups and downs are pres-
ent at one time or anoth-
er, and we live our lives 
somewhere in the middle 
between the mountain 
tops and the valleys. Life 
continues; we adjust to 
the day's events and keep 
living, laughing, crying, 
working.

People remind me of 
pack animals; we social-
ize. We tend to connect 

with those around us 
that share our views, our 
dreams, our vision. People 
have a desire to feel want-
ed, accepted, secure, and 
loved. Th is is why groups 
so strongly connect, hip-
pies, religious groups, 
moms of preschoolers, 
even! Most people view 
their family as a home 
base, the ultimate place of 
security, acceptance, and 
love. So then, the loss of 
group identity or family 
connectedness can lead to 
depression. Th e holidays 
are when family, friends, 
and loved ones gather to-
gether and well socialize. 
So, a loss can spiral a per-
son into feeling off -kilter. 
A person who can "keep 
it together" most times 
may feel like they have 
sunk into a never-ending 
suction vacuum and can 
see no way out. For these 
people, a holiday is a 
dreaded event.

Depression during the 
holiday season can seem 
overwhelming and down-
right deadly. Yes, you 
heard me, deadly! Some 

people may feel that their 
life is no longer relevant 
and decide to end their 
own lives. Combined 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic during the holi-
days, we will undoubtedly 
see a rise in depression, 
anxiety, substance abuse, 
and suicide rates.

I want to discuss depres-
sion or at least the tip of 
the iceberg related to de-
pression. What is it, why 
do you have it, and what 
can you do about it? Web-
ster's dictionary defi nes de-
pression as a severe medical 
condition where a person 
feels incredibly sad, hope-
less, and unimportant and 
cannot live normally. It is 
like living in a room alone 
with no windows and no 
door to escape. People can 
suff er varying degrees of 
depression, anything from 
an ever-present sadness to 
an overt desire to stop liv-
ing. So, what causes de-
pression? 

A variety of issues can 
cause depression, but 
there is no clear answer 
to why. Some depression 

can occur during a severe 
medical illness like Can-
cer or life changes such 
as moving or the death of 
someone we love. It can be 
genetic, related to verbal 
or physical abuse, stress, 
or substance abuse. Some 
have feelings of depression 
and do not know why.

What can I do about 
depression? Treatment 
options for depression 
include medications and 
psychotherapy. If you 
have a primary care pro-
vider or mental health 
professional, they can 
prescribe medications to 
reduce your depression 
symptoms. Th ose suff er-
ing from severe depres-
sion can benefi t from 
outpatient or hospital 
treatment programs until 
their symptoms improve. 
Are you a person of faith? 
If so, seek counsel. Talk 
with your provider, and 
together you can come 
up with a treatment plan 
so that someday you may 
enjoy a cup of holiday 
cheer.

What can you do if 
you know someone suf-
fering from depression? 
As a society, we need to 
recognize it. If we real-
ize the problem, then we 

can pursue a solution. As 
you shop your favorite 
stores this holiday season 
sipping your favorite hot 
cup of happiness, remem-
ber people are hurting, 
reach out to those you 
know who have a loss in 
their life, spend time with 
them, let them talk, cry 
or even shout. Give them 
your presence; show them 
they are wanted, accept-
ed, and loved. 

Most times, the most 
precious gift is you, not 
the gifts under the tree. 
If you have someone you 
are worried about, reach 
out, guide them to medi-
cal assistance if needed. 
And if you or someone 
you know needs this, here 
is the information for the 
National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline and Crisis 
Text line available in the 
United States, 24/7; it 
is free and confi dential. 
Lifeline phone number 
is (800) 273-8255 and 
Crisis Text Line: Text 
ASKUS to 741741. Every 
life is meaningful; every-
one should feel wanted, 
accepted, secure, and 
loved. We all have a pur-
pose; let's fi nd it and pur-
sue it. If your cup is full, 
share some with others

Ashley Trainque 
Craig County Health 

Center Medical Site Manager

Guest Contributor

Virginians should have faith in the election

The votes have been 
counted, recounted and 
certified. The dust has 
settled on President 
Donald Trump’s un-
democratic attempts to 
reverse the final tally. 
And the results are in: 
This election was, in 
the words of President 
Trump’s own appointees, 
“the most secure election 
in modern history.”

This outcome was far 
from given. In the weeks 
running up to Nov. 3, 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, on which I 
serve as vice chairman, 
received multiple brief-
ings from intelligence of-
ficials raising alarms that 
foreign nations intended 
to launch massive in-
terference campaigns to 
spread misinformation 
designed to influence 

our elections. These 
briefings — part of doz-
ens of hearings our com-
mittee has conducted on 
the subject of election 
security over the past 
four years — were hair-
raising, especially cou-
pled with warnings from 
law enforcement that 
domestic sources would 
also seek to undermine 
the election and per-
haps, incite violence 
in an effort to intimate 
Americans exercising 
their right to vote.

The “nightmare sce-
nario” was even worse 
— an all-of-the-above 
situation where for-
eign adversaries claimed 
success in hacking the 
election and that mis-
information reinforced 
domestic calls to vio-
lence, which would then 
again be used by our en-
emies to undermine our 
democracy and reinforce 
our divisions. Heading 
into Election Day, there 
were very real concerns 
at the highest levels of 
government that there 

might be widespread 
violence both before and 
after the election — re-
gardless of its outcome.

But that didn’t hap-
pen. What did happen 
was that the institutions 
charged with protecting 
our democracy stepped 
up to the plate and hit a 
home run.

While misinforma-
tion about the results 
of the election — pro-
liferated and promoted 
by no less a personage 
than the president of 
the United States — has 
continued to flourish in 
the wake of the election, 
foreign efforts to influ-
ence the vote were, by 
and large, blunted by an 
intelligence community 
that has spent four years 
preparing for this chal-
lenge.

Law enforcement, 
following the vanguard 
of the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency under 
the able leadership of a 
since-fired Chris Krebs, 
worked with state and 

local partners to protect 
voting machines. Con-
gress provided hundreds 
of million dollars in aid 
to states and localities to 
secure the vote, although 
we still need to do much 
more in the future. Even 
the social media compa-
nies, so important to the 
Russian effort in 2016, 
acted more responsibly 
in 2020, working with 
the FBI to identify and 
remove foreign adver-
saries who were trying 
to use their platforms 
against us.

Facing a pandemic 
and efforts to suppress 
the vote, the American 
people rose to meet the 
moment. What could 
easily have been a low-
turnout election instead 
saw record numbers of 
voters casting their bal-
lots. With a few excep-
tions, Americans acted 
responsibly and peace-
fully, and the election 
was a remarkable success 
in spite of fears that CO-
VID-19 would keep vot-
ers home. Widespread 

violence that was pre-
dicted prior to Election 
Day failed to material-
ize, leaving behind in-
tact storefront windows 
that had been boarded 
up in preparation for the 
worst.

Even President 
Trump’s half-baked at-
tempts to steal the elec-
tion have failed, as yet, 
to fissure our democ-
racy. That is, in part, a 
testament to the work of 
thousands of public ser-
vants across the country, 
including local elections 
officials, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, 
who stood up in defense 
of our nation’s most sa-
cred birthright, the free 
and fair election, and 
made sure the votes got 
counted.

It’s been clear for 
months that the presi-
dent had no intention of 
conceding an election he 
lost, no matter how se-
curely it was conducted. 
In spite of that earth-
shattering break with 
constitutional norms, 

Senator 
Mark Warner

Guest Contributor

OBITUARY
Jones, Wanda Caldwell

Wanda Caldwell Jones 
of New Castle went to be 
with her heavenly Father 
on Monday, December 21, 
at age 81. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Edward Jones; two sons, 
Brad Jesse and Eric Wade 
Jones; and daughter, Teresa 
J. Wright. 

She is survived by son, 
Mark (Michelle) Jones; and 
daughter, Marsha (Sput) 
Jones; grandchildren, Der-
ek, Brock, Brad, Maddy, Kelisha, Jessi, 
Tyler, Emily, Josh, and Stacey; 12 great-

grandchildren; sisters, No-
line (Frederick) Jones and 
Joyce (Malcolm) Horne; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews, which she loved dearly.

Funeral Services will be 
held 1:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, December 23, at New 
Canterbury Pentecostal 
Church in Catawba with 
Pastor Lee Sarver offi  ciat-
ing. Interment will follow 
at Bowen Cemetery, Ca-
tawba, VA.

Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 
Home. www.paitselfh.com

Citizens connecting 
customers to basketball

Citizens Telephone Cooperative 
(Citizens) is using technology to assist 
in many ways during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Most recently, Citizens has 
partnered with area schools to stream 
and rebroadcast local basketball games 
for the 2020-21 season. 

“With the pandemic guidelines al-
lowing so few spectators into the gyms 
for the games, we are working with area 
schools to share links to Facebook Live, 
YouTube, NFHSnetwork.com stream-
ing, and more,” said Hari Berzins, Con-
tent Strategist for Citizens.

Citizens will also rebroadcast games 
on its local channel, CCTV - Channel 
20 (SD) and 711 (HD). 

“We know that having access to tech-
nology and high-speed internet is more 
important than ever before to enable 
our customers to work from home, par-
ticipate in virtual learning or teaching 
from home, and watching local sport-
ing events from personal devices like 

phones, tablets, and of course a TV,” 
Greg Sapp, CEO & General Manager of 
Citizens, said. 

Watch Citizens Telephone Coop Face-
book page, citizens.coop website, Bul-
letin Board (Channel 23), and CCTV 
(Channels 20 & 711) for more informa-
tion as it becomes available.

For more information, visit www.citi-
zens.coop or call 540.745.2111. 

Citizens is a member-owned Coop-
erative providing telephone, internet, and 
TV to Floyd County and surrounding 
communities for over 100 years. Citizens 
also off ers symmetrical business Ethernet, 
IT Solutions, Security and Automation 
Systems, and Citizens Medical Alert. 

Citizens is located at 220 Webbs Mill 
Road in Floyd. Lobby hours are 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday; 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday.

-Submitted by Lori Saltus, 
EVP of Customer Relations 

the institutions designed 
to protect our democra-
cy have stood strong.

Our intelligence com-
munity, which learned 
many lessons from 2016, 
took steps to proactively 
inure Americans to the 
effects of foreign mis-
information — issuing 
unprecedented warnings 
to Americans of efforts 
by Russian, Iranian and 
Chinese actors to influ-
ence their votes. Faced 
with massive political 
pressure to undermine 
the integrity of the vote, 
local officials and reg-
istrars refused to back 
down. At every oppor-
tunity, the courts have 
swatted down Trump’s 
attempts to challenge 
the election’s results. 
And most importantly, 
the American people 
stood up to have their 
voices peacefully heard.

That is an act of de-
mocracy worth celebrat-
ing.

Send community news 
and photos to shawn.
nowlin@ourvalley.org
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister; Alex James, Youth Minister; 282 Sa-
lem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contempo-
rary Service and 10:45 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday School at 
10 A.M.; Sunday night adult Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth 
Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 
P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan 
by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

all my nervousness went away. 
We started talking about 

how good he had been this 
past year and what he wanted 
for Christmas.

This procedure went on al-
most nonstop for the next two 
hours. 

Each and every child had a 
conversation with Santa and 
as they would leave, each child 
received presents and had their 
pictures taken with me. 

After a night of watching 
these kids smile with excite-
ment and hope for that spe-

cial gift from Santa, it made 
me wonder why I hadn't ever 
done this before. 

To see the look in these 
kids’ eyes with all their in-
nocence sure was very heart-
warming and knowing that 
you brightened the hearts of 

these children is a feeling this 
Old Santa really enjoyed. 

I hope I get the chance to 
do this again next year be-
cause it sure was a lot of fun.

They say that the Grinch’s 
heart grew that one day three 
sizes. 

It seems that this Santa’s 
heart had the same reaction. 
Not that he was a bad Grinch. 
He just had no idea what joy he 
would get out of thinking he 
was just doing this for the kids. 

Yes, this awesome jolly Ole 
St. Nick will be back. 

Santa! You’re the best! Love, 
Lila Jo

Dear Santa, I have been 
good this year. I have brushed 
my teeth the right way. Are 
you at the North Pole? I 
would like a Barbie House for 
Christmas. Merry Christmas, 
Santa! Love, Zyionna

Dear Santa, I have been re-
ally good this year. I’ve been 
good at school and sharing 
with my friends. Santa, what 
is your favorite reindeer? My 
dog is named Blitzen, so that’s 
my favorite one! I would re-
ally like you to bring me LOL 
dolls for Christmas, please! 
Merry Christmas, I Love you!! 
Love, Isabella

Dear Santa, I have been 
good. Can I feed the reindeer? 
I want an ice cream play set 
please. I hope you have a Mer-
ry Christmas. Love, Makenna

Dear Santa, I have been very 
good this year. Sometimes, I 
say yes ma’am and I get good 
grades. What does the North 
Pole look like? I would like 
glitter sand and slime. Merry 
Christmas! Love, Lily

Nicole Persinger’s First-
Grade Class wrote:

Dear Santa, I would like a 
baby doll, Tech tickets, new 
winter clothes, and a Piper 
face mask. I have been very 
good! Love, Brianna

Dear Santa, Hi, I would 

like walkie talkies and a cry 
baby and a bike for Christ-
mas. We are leaving you milk 
and cookies. Love, Victoria

Dear Santa, For Christmas I 
would like an LOL dollhouse, 
LOL glamper, LOL airplane 
and LOL Kitty Remix. Fly 
Safe. Love, Kenadee

Dear Santa, I hope you are 
doing good. I want a Lego In-
credibles game. Tell Rudolph 
I said hello. Love, Will 

Dear Santa, How are you 
and the elves? I’ve been a good 
girl. I would like a camera and 
doll please. Merry Christmas! 
Love, Emma

Dear Santa, Can I please 
have a 3D printer and Legos. 
I hope it snows. Love, Silas 

Dear Santa, I love you 
Santa. I want a Mighty Pups 
fidget spinner. I want the 
Mighty Pups Lookout and 
The Mighty Pups. Love, Jas-
mine

Dear Santa, I have tried to 
be good. I want a new baby 
doll and baby swing and baby 
bed. Love, Mazenzly

Dear Santa, I want a toy 
Power Wheels. I Have Been 
Good. Love, Jeremy

Dear Santa, I want 100 
Nerf blasters and a Fort Nite 
blaster. Thanks, Cooper 

Dear Santa, I would like a 
L.O.L. dollhouse, chalk, and 
some magnet balls. That is all 

I want for Christmas this year 
besides spending time with 
my family. Love, Lacie

Dear Santa, I would like a 
Hover board, electric scooter, 
and a dog. Love, Mason

Dear Santa, I hope I have 
been good this year! I want a 
Lego car set. I want a whoop-
ie cushion because it makes 
fart noises. I will leave you 
some cookies and Dr. Pepper 
Christmas Eve night. Love, 
Ethan

Dear Santa, I would like 
plastic army men and plastic 
zombies for Christmas. Merry 
Christmas Love, Gabe

Susan Wilcher’s First Grade 
Class wrote:

Dear Santa, I want a game 
watch and a baby that looks 
real. I would love a crib for 
my doll and clothes. What I 
really want is a giant stuffed 
unicorn. Love, Laylah

Dear Santa, This Christmas 
I would like a puppy, mer-
maid slippers, a make-up set 
and a stuffed animal whale. 
Thank you! McKenzie

Dear Santa, I have been a 
good boy. I want legos please 
and my brother a path finder 
toy. Thank you, Joshua

Dear Santa, I want a skate-
board and a Preston style tee 
shirt. Love, Roger

Dear Santa, I have some-
times good but most of the 

time I’ve been good. I would 
like a puppy, Barbie RV, Tobi 
watch, love pink seat. I thank 
you! Love, Holly

Dear Santa, Legos, mini 
dirt bike, hot wheels track, 
Marvel action figures, Remote 
robots Love, Michael

Dear Santa, How are you? 
I hope your Elves are well. I 
have tried to be good. I would 
like to have a hunting knife, 
4-wheeler, and a remote-con-
trol car. I’ll set out some cook-
ies. Thank you. Love, Emmett

Dear Santa, Target, basket-
ball, hoop, helmet.Love, Coo-
per 

Dear Santa, I would like a 
baby Alive Doll. Can I have 
a rainbow shirt too? For my 
barbies, can I have princess 
clothes? May I also have pink 
Ariel clip on earrings? Have 
a safe flight and thank you! 
Love, Chloe

Dear Santa, I love you. 
I want a whoopee-cushion. 
May I have a mighty Look-
out Tower with all the mighty 
pups? Love Kaylin

Dear Santa, I want a new 
mine craft doll. I want two 
LOL dolls. Merry Christmas! 
I love you, Santa. Love, Mia

Dear Santa, my name is 
Jase. I am 7 this year. I have 
been good. I would like nerf 
guns and a r.c. car. I would 
also like anything with the 

punisher or Trump on it. 
Love, Jase 

Dear Santa, I want a 410 
with 410 bullets and an Xbox 
or a Nintendo switch. How 
does you elf and reindeer get 
here? How do you get in? 
Love, Lucas

Dear Santa, I have been a 
good boy. I would like all of 
the Ryan’s World Eggs and 
smashers and Roblox and 
mine craft and avengers. Love, 
Aiden

Dear Santa, For Christmas 
I would love a Panda Music 
Speaker, a big Lego set and 
the board game “Bugs in the 
Kitchen”. If you don’t mind, 
can you get my sister and 
brother something nice too! 
Thanks! Love, Aubri

Dear Santa, How are you? I 
have been good. I want a baby 
doll, Lego friend set, doll 
stroller, doll carrier and Bar-
bie dream house. Love, Eden

Chris Ratliff ’s Kindergar-
ten class wrote their own let-
ters for Santa, most in their 
individual handwriting. 

It’s a wonderful “hohoho” 
time at McCleary Elementary. 
The kids are ready for Christ-
mas break and counting the 
days down for their special 
visit from Santa on Christmas 
Eve as their letters are tucked 
away on Santa’s list. 

Heart from page 1

Sarah and Ella Mae Gre-
enway took a vine and glued 
toothpicks on it and then 
stained it to make the crown 
of thorns. 

Wanda Lee brought in the 
beautiful tree and lights for the 
decorations to be placed on. 

The tree is set up for edu-
cational purposes to tell of the 
story of Jesus Christ uniquely.

The history of the Chris-
mon Tree states that in the 
1940s, an elderly minister vis-
ited a home to wish a couple a 
Merry Christmas. He noticed 
some discarded wrappings 
and asked if he could have 
them. His little church had 
no money for Christmas tree 
ornaments, but he thought 
he could create some with the 
leftover papers and ribbons. 

It’s been said that, “The 
minister's willingness to use 

his abilities and materials he 
had found, with the castoff 
Christmas wrappings im-
pressed that couple and from 
then on, the couple felt like 
they could no longer purchase 
ornaments for their tree.”

They started volunteering 
to decorate the Christmas tree 
in their church in Danville, 
Virginia. The wife wished to 
create an “out of the ordinary” 
tree that would honor the 
Christ child. 

That is when she found 
the illustrations of Charisma 
which were designs that ear-
ly Christians had carved or 
drawn and added other sym-
bols to tell the story of Christ 
more completely. 

It is explained that these 
symbols extend back to days 
when, “because of illiteracy, 
symbols had to be used to 

communicate the key ideas in 
our faith.” 

The Chrismon is a combi-
nation of two words - Christ 
and Monogram - meaning a 
monogram of Christ. 

Since 1957, many other 
Chrismon trees have been 
born. 

All Chrismon tree orna-
ments are white and gold. The 
white symbolizes the inno-
cence, purity and perfection 
of the Lord and the gold, His 
Majesty and glory. 

The tiny white lights are 
added as a symbol that Je-
sus Christ is the Light of the 
world. The evergreen tree is 
a symbol of eternal life of-
fered from Jesus Christ. Most 
Chrismons are made of beads 
or sequins on the form of wire 
or styrofoam and some of 
cross stitch. Details are beau-

tifully intricate. 
The Chrismon tree bears 

symbols of Jesus from the 
New Testament. 

Possible figures for the 
Chrismon tree are Mary, Jo-
seph, the star, manger, shep-
herd, angel, sheep, three 
kings, gifts, fish, descending 
dove, grapes, crown of thorns, 
wheat, vine, crown, rock, al-
pha and omega symbols, Chi-
Rho, anchor, basket with the 
five loaves of fishes and the 
Latin and Greek crosses. 

The Lutheran Church in 
Danville holds the Chrismon 
trademark and copyrights to a 
series of its instruction books.

“It is our hope that the 
Chrismon Tree will light up 
your Advent/Christmas sea-
son by helping you to more 
fully enter into the mean-
ing and understanding of the 

unique Son of God as God's 
greatest gift to man,” said Di-
ane Givens. 

She added, “Today, Sunday 
School class members con-
tinue to put up the tree for 
all to enjoy. It's a highlight of 
the season at the New Castle 
Christian Church."

The Pastor, Sheldon Cos-
ma, will be planning a Christ-
mas Eve service at 7:30 p.m. 

People can tune in the park-
ing lot, come into the sanctu-
ary or into the fellowship hall 
which will provide plenty of 
room for social distancing. 

There will not be a candle-
light service this year, howev-
er; there will be a communion 
service and singing of Christ-
mas carols. Everyone is invit-
ed to enjoy this special night 
and to view their glistening 
Chrismon Tree. 

Chrismon Tree from page 1

Letters from page 1

Find us online at newcastlerecord.com
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Merry Christmas 
and 

a
Happy New Year!

Jackie M, Parsons, Crystal Dudding, 
Samantha Huffman

Elizabeth Huffman & Danielle Snider
Amanda Horne

Sharon Oliver, 
Kathy Martin
Rita Stebar

As we celebrate this holy season, let’s remember to treat 
one another with kindness, love and understanding. We 

hope you’ll join us in the true spirit of the season with 
prayers of peace and goodwill toward all mankind. 

Best wishes for a blessed Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 

Trish Spencer, Director
P.O. Box 326, Main Street, New Castle

(540)864-5142

Paitsel Funeral Home

From our home to yours, we wish you and your 
loved ones the best holiday season ever! 
Thank you for your loyal support this year.

 A Heartwarming Holiday

THE FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK
OF CRAIG COUNTY

P.O. Box 400, 189 Main Street
NEW CASTLE, VIRGINIA

MEMBER FDIC

CHRISTMAS HOURS:
Closing at Noon Dec. 24th 

Closed Dec. 25th  •  Closed Jan. 1st

www.fmbankcraig.com

The stockings are hung,
The tree’s glowing bright,

It’s going to be a 
wonderful night!

Merry Christmas everyone, and thanks for your 
continued loyal patronage with us. We look 

forward to serving you in the new year.

To our valued customers we extend our sincere 
gratitude and best wishes for a season that’s filled 
with good health, good fortune and good friends.

www.citizens.coop

Merry Christmas

Office: (540)864-6688 | Cell: (540)309-2434
Text: (540) 486-2970

guthrieinsurance@yahoo.com

207 Main Street, New Castle

Guthrie Insurance Agency
Owner/Agent

Merry Christmas
from

Our Letter to Santa Claus
From Craig County Kids

Hey, Santa:  What’s up with you, Mrs. Claus, Rudolph 
and all your helpers at Santa’s Toy Workshop?

We sent our letters to you earlier. Just making sure 
you got them.  Our Dads say the post office is slow 
this time of year.

Whatever we get, we will be happy.  This year, we learned 
there are more important things than a new bike.  Our 
grandparents have been sick, our parents have been 
helping us even more with our schoolwork. Of course, 
we always use a new bike.

We are writing this letter to you as a group.  Although 
this has been a different year for all of us, we still believe 
in Santa Claus.  We told Mom and Dad to leave cookies 
and milk for you when you come to our house.

We have all been good this year.  Sometimes, we get 
bored not seeing our friends and family as much but 
we try to be good anyway.

I hope 2021 is better. Make sure that Rudolph and all 
the reindeer are wearing masks on Christmas Eve. 
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For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn 

CRAIG COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

 
 
Trinity Service Group; A 
TKC Holdings Company 

We have immediate 
openings for:

Correctional Facilities in 
Salem, VA only  
 
This facility has ZERO 
cases of Covid for both 
staff and inmates!   
 
Starting pay:

Experience 
Requirements: 

 
We offer: 

�
together. 

About this position, our 
employees will: 

Applying is easy! 
 
Contact Missy at  
717-577-2509 and send 
resume to 
Melissa.Fitzgerald@ 
tkcholdings.com  
to secure your interview 
time 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - Craig 
County

TRUSTEE SALE OF 
99 Laurel Hill Pass, 

New Castle, VA  
24127   

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004492-01-00 
& JJ004492-02-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004492-01-00 
& JJ004492-02-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004494-01-00 
& JJ004494-02-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

AUCTIONS
 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states.  Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT
 
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 Siding, Roofi ng, 
Gutters and More!
 
GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors. The weather is increas-
ingly unpredictable. Be pre-
pared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-877-636-
0738  Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.
 
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 

Clark at Virginia Press Servic-
es 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
 
REAL ESTATE
 
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that 
get results! Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Servic-
es 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
 
SERVICES
 
D I V O R C E - U n co n te s te d, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.
 
WANTED TO BUY
 
FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certifi ed Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-313-
9671 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 

wide door, built-in safety bar and 

textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 

bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

BAG 
A GREAT 
DEAL IN 

THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

To place a 
classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498
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To place a 
classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

The best place to find it, sell it, 
buy it, and announce it.

To place a classified ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
C: 540-293-4271
O: 540-772-2268

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

Rodney Spickard
Realtor®

RE/MAX Associate
Former Commissioner of Revenue

1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341

rodspickard@gmail.com
movetoroanoke.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

COVID-19 Testing
 

48 hour turn-around time for results

(results back 
in 36 hours)

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Practice safe socializing.

DO IT. SO WE CAN 
GET THROUGH IT.

No Craig County sports in December
It’s offi  cial, there will be no 

Craig County High School sports 
until at least January of 2021.

Rocket basketball games 

this week have been postponed 
until after the first of the year. 
At that time it will depend on 
the Virginia Department of 

Health as to when games can 
be played. As long as Virginia 
is in “Red,” as is currently the 
case, no games will be played.

Fans can go to the Virginia 
Department of Health website 
to check on the status of the 
pandemic. The lightest colors 

are the best for the chance of 
playing sports. The first pos-
sible Craig County games are 
now scheduled for January 4.

We’ll still see stars everywhere. Pulaski will still fi eld an 
independent team but it certainly 
won’t be the same.

“We’re just glad to have a team,” 
said Lawrence. “2020 really put 
things in perspective.”

Allen is hoping the 2021 season 
can begin by sometime in May. 
Th e Class A and High A teams will 
play 132 game schedules, down 
eight from past years. Th at means 
four less home games for the Red 
Sox.

“We’ll start and end about the 
same time but there will be more 
days off , usually on Mondays,” he 
said. “In the past our players have 
gone 20 or 30 days in a row with-
out a day off .”

Lawrence is optimistic baseball 
can be played in a safe environ-
ment, although he admits there’s 
little use of having games without 
fans as was the case with the 2020 
MLB season.

“With the vaccine and precau-
tions, I’m optimistic we can have 
an extremely safe atmosphere,” said 
Lawrence. “I’m feeling a little bet-
ter about it every day.”

Th e past season has been a 
challenge for the Sox. Th ey did 
everything from “Dining on the 
Diamond” to movies on the fan 
vision to get folks in the ballpark 
to consume concessions. Salem 
hosted high school all-star games 
for Seniors, a 460 rivalry game 
with celebrities from the valley 
against counterparts from Lynch-
burg and various travel baseball 
tournaments.

“I never saw so many people 
here to watch 13 year old baseball 
games,” said Lawrence. “Usually 
it’s only parents for those games, 
but I saw some familiar faces of 
people who just wanted to watch 
some baseball. We’ve been able to 
keep our staff  intact, and I’m pretty 
proud of that.”

Barry Stephens, Salem’s book-
keeper, credits Allen for keeping 
the team on the fi eld, or at least in 
the front offi  ce.

“He deserves a huge amount of 
credit,” said Stephens. “Th ere were 
only two other teams in the Caro-
lina League who didn’t have to lay 
anyone off , and he’s been the main 
reason. He’s a good boss and he’s 
done a good job under trying cir-
cumstances.”

Salem gets tourism grant, will use for sports events
Th e City of Salem recent-

ly received a nice Christmas 
present, a $10,000 grant 
from the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation’s (VTC) Re-
covery Marketing Leverage 
Program. Th e initiative is 
designed to help local and 
regional tourism entities at-
tract more visitors by lever-
aging limited local market-
ing dollars through a local 

match of the state grants 
funds. 

Salem will use the VTC 
Recovery Marketing Lever-
age grant funds to increase 
and lengthen the visits of 
attendees at the scheduled 
NCAA and CIAA Cham-
pionship events. In 2021, 
Salem is scheduled to host 
NCAA National Cham-
pionships in Division III 

Women’s Basketball, Wom-
en’s Lacrosse and Softball 
along with Division II 
Women’s Lacrosse. 

“Before the pandemic, 
fans and coaches from across 
the nation attended these 
events and contributed 
greatly to the local econo-
my,” said Carey Harveycut-
ter, Salem Tourism Director. 
“Th is tourism grant will al-

NCR FILE PHOTOS
Popular Red Sox mascot “Mugsy” will be back at Salem Memorial 
Ballpark this summer.

Big League star Mookie Betts played more games at Class A 
Greenville than he did with Salem when he was in the Red Sox 
organization.

NCR FILE PHOTOThe James I. Moyer Complex will be home to Division III softball

Th e Carolina League was 
founded in 1945 and Salem has 
been a member since the 1968 sea-
son. However, the league as we’ve 
known it appears to be eliminated 
along with teams in 40 Minor 
League cities after the recent re-
alignment by Major League Base-
ball.

“Th e Carolina League is not go-
ing to exist as we know it,” said Sa-
lem Red Sox General Manager Al-
len Lawrence. “I don’t know what 
league we’ll be in but you can look 
at the Low A teams and connect 
the dots.”

Th e Carolina League has been 
a “High A” league since Salem 
joined as a Pittsburgh affi  liate in 
’68. In the past 52 years the lo-
cal team has been a member of 
the Pittsburgh, San Diego, Texas, 
Colorado, Houston and Boston  
big league organizations, with two 
stints with the Pirates. Th e Salem 
team is currently owned by the 
Boston Red Sox, and that was a 
big advantage for the local team as 
Major League Baseball trimmed 
the number of minor league teams 
from 160 to 120 last week.

“Being owned by a Major 
League team, we were never in 
danger,” said Lawrence. “But for 
the last 14 months many teams 
have wondered if they were going 
to be around.”

Th e cutback in Minor League 
teams has nothing to with the 
coronavirus pandemic. Talk of 
eliminating teams has been go-
ing on since 2019, and when the 
Professional Baseball Agreement 
ended on September 30 of this year 
Major League Baseball took con-
trol of the Minor League teams. 
Going forward every major league 
team will have four minor league 
clubs including  Class A, Advanced 
Class A, Class AA and Class AAA. 

Salem and Greenville fl ip-fl opped 
in the Boston organization, with 
Greenville now an Advanced Class 
A team and Salem dropping to 
Class A.

“It has more to do with travel 
than anything else,” said Lawrence. 
“Most of the teams in our area are 
going to be Class A.”

Greenville, in South Carolina, 
is more aligned with other Ad-
vanced Class A teams. Former 
Carolina League teams Myrtle 
Beach, Fayetteville, Lynch-
burg, Carolina, Down East and 
Fredricksburg(formerly Potomac) 
are also dropping to Class A and 
will likely be in a league with the 
Sox along with some other cities.  
Former Carolina League members 
Wilmington and Winston-Salem 
will remain in “High A,” with 
Wilmington moving from the 
Royals to the Nationals. Th e Fred-
erick Keys have been eliminated.

At fi rst glance, it appears to be 
a step down for Salem. However, 
most of the better players start in 
Class A and advance from there 
according to how they do. If you 
remember, when Salem had the 
Rockies Todd Helton never played 
here, skipping from Class A to 
Class AA. And often players like 
Mookie Betts begin the season in 
Class A and move up to High A 
later in the season, then go on to 
Class AA the following year if they 
do well. Betts actually played more 
games in Class A than he did with 
Salem.

“If you look at the players who 
played in Greenville, the great 
players who came through Salem 
also played there,” said Lawrence. 
“We’ll be seeing the same guys. I 
actually think this will be better for 
us.”

Th e contraction from 160 to 120 
teams was a move by Major League 
Baseball to save money. Rookie 
League teams like the Pulaski Yan-
kees have been eliminated and all 
30 big league teams will now have 
four teams. Th at was a tough blow 
for the Pulaski group, who have 
done a wonderful job refurbishing 
Calfee Park and had a lot of interest 
in the team as the Yankees have fans 

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

low us to focus some of our 
energy on attracting non-
participating coaches to at-
tend our events by off ering 
them special lodging and 
dining incentives.” 

More than $1.9 million 
in matching grant funds 
were awarded to 161 local 
tourism initiatives through 
this program. During this 
funding cycle, local partners 
will provide more than $5.6 
million in-kind value to 
match the VTC grants. Th e 
grants will ultimately impact 
483 statewide tourism enti-
ties. 

Th e COVID-19 pan-
demic has had a devastat-
ing impact on the tourism 
and hospitality industries in 
Virginia. As the Common-

wealth slowly reopens for 
business, VTC off ered these 
grant funds as a fi rst step to 
re-entry into the market-
place to spur economic ac-
tivity and future travel across 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

“Tourism is a crucial sec-
tion of the Virginia econo-
my and when we invest in 
this industry, we support 
local job creation and drive 
regional economic growth, 
which is desperately needed 
now due to the pandem-
ic,” says Governor Ralph 
Northam. “Th ese funds give 
localities and businesses ac-
cess to critical marketing 
resources that will help bring 
more travelers to our Com-
monwealth, increase visitor 

spending, and grow demand 
for Virginia products.” 

Tourism is one of the 
Commonwealth’s largest 
economic engines, with 
visitors to Salem spending 
more than $73,469,286 
in 2019, supporting 742 
work opportunities and 
contributing $5,669,456 in 
local and state tax revenue. 
Th e tourism and hospital-
ity industries have also been 
among the hardest-hit by the 
pandemic, experiencing de-
creased revenue and job loss, 
along with the temporary 
closure of many tourism-
related businesses. A revived 
tourism economy can help 
spur new economic activity 
and inject critical funds back 
into Virginia communities.




