
| 276.637.6485  | citizens.coop 

You Can Depend on Citizens for Reliable Internet
Fill your home with reliable connectivity with Citizens CitiZip Internet starting at $39.95/month

with speeds up to 100Mbps. Whether you are connecting in person or from a distance, Citizens WiFi 
blankets your home to ensure everyone can enjoy their favorite movies, music, and video calls 

from every room in the house.

ourvalley.org “The Voice of Craig County” Wednesday, February 17, 2021       $1.00

NEW CASTLER
THE

ECOR D
(USPS-378-080)

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

angie@guthrieinsurance.net
www.guthrieinsuranceva.com

GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
Licensed in VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON, 
OWNER/AGENT

GUTHRIE INSURANCE 
AGENCY INC.

TEXT TO OUR 
NEW NUMBER

(540-468-2970 (TEXT ONLY) 16 0z.
Cappuccino

$1.00

Snow yard art captures hearts and gives smiles

When people are talented, it 
shows through regardless of what 
they do or where they live. 

Local resident Lorna Bragg is 
a bit shy, but extremely talented 
and has been making snow art 
out of the snow Craig County has 
been getting lately.

“We’ve gotten a lot of snow 
here on John’s Creek,” said many 
local residents. “She’s really mak-
ing beautiful art out of it all. We 
are really enjoying it.”

Lorna and her husband Jerry 
moved to Craig County from 
Salem about ten years ago after 
living there all of her life. They 
and their cat share a love of Craig 
County’s beauty and everything 
that it offers. “We love it here,” 
she said. 

“Jerry likes to take the pictures, 
but does very little of the snow 
art, however, he cleans off our ve-
hicles and porches while I play,” 
Lorna added with a little giggle. 
“I'd rather build things out of 
snow than eat when I'm hungry.” 

Lorna has made everything 
from a deer (or moose) to an up-
side-down snowman with a huge 
grin, a baby Yoda, a snowman 
with his legs crossed and a mask 
on, a bear crawling over a ledge, a 
huge coconut pie (that I thought 
was real at first) and a giant ice 
cream sundae, amongst many 
other creative things. 

“All my life though, I have 
loved playing in the snow,” Bragg 
said. “I won't say for how many 
years though.” She makes her cre-
ation, then spray paints them and 
snaps a photo. 

Lorna also shared that nobody 
influenced her, but she does ap-
preciate art. “As a matter of fact, 
I have to look at a picture to even 
make some of my sculptures,” she 
said. “Lots of trial and error, but I 
try to improve as I go along.” 

Though Lorna doesn’t believe 
she is “an artist by any means and 
will never be,” in her eyes, many 
beg to differ, including her neigh-
bors, newfound Facebook friends 
and family members. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Shared Amanda Boone, Lorna’s niece, 
“She has made everything from a 
gigantic coconut cream pie to a Baby 
Yoda which she dedicated to me and 
my little preemie guy. My Aunt Lorna 
has always been one of those people 
who lives life to the fullest.” 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Despite cold weather, faithful volunteers came out to 
pack the vegetables left by the Feeding America truck 
and loaded them into vehicles as citizens drove by. 

Feeding America 
is back in Craig

Because of the COV-
ID-19, many families have 
struggled when it comes to 
consistently putting food 
on the table. 

Th e blessing of having 
the Feeding America truck 
delivery back in Craig was 
more than a welcome to 
many. 

Th e New Castle Chris-
tian Church continues to 
host the huge amount of 
food that Feeding America 
brings to the community. 

“Th ey delivered 240 
pre-packaged boxes,” Pas-
tor Sheldon Cosma said. 

It included fresh veg-
etables such as some loose 
cabbage, red potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, onions and 
carrots. 

Even with the cold and 
rainy weather, the faith-
ful volunteers showed up 
to help box up the veg-
etables and bring some ex-
tra healthy foods to Craig 
residents this month. 

“It was a little cold and 
wet, but I hardly noticed 
because it warms my heart 
to spend time around such 
great servants of Christ,” 
Cosma said. “And yes Jean 
(Bradley), sometimes I do 
not have enough sense to 
get in out of the rain.” 

With boxes securely 
placed in everyone’s ve-
hicle as they drove around 
the block for the drive-
through pickup service, 
many thanks and lots of 
smiles were expressed to 
the volunteers.  

Hopes are that the truck 
will continue monthly on 
the second Wednesday. 
However, keep in touch 
with the Facebook notifi -
cations just in case chang-
es are necessary. 

“I love my church fam-
ily,” Cosma said as the day 
ended. 

Many residents added 
the same sentiments as 
they drove off  with a box 
of quality food for their 
families.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Craig County toddler 
enjoys eating snow

One-year-old Ellie Slusher recently enjoyed eating 
the snow more than playing in it. Here, her mother 
captures a genuine laugh. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Pre-kindergarten students at McCleary Elementary recently showed their appreciation to the Craig County 
School Board by placing their hands on a large heart that said, "Thank you for working so 'heart' to take care 
of us!!!! Wtih love PreK Kids." 

School Board adorned with hearts of love

Now in effect is 4 p.m. burn
Th e last thing anyone wishes for 

is for their house to burn down or 
any of their precious barns with 
animals to be destroyed by fi res. 

Brush fi res accidently happen ev-
ery year, whether it be by a discarded 
cigarette butt, a campfi re that wasn’t 
drowned or put out completely, by a 
child playing with matches or even 
by an old kerosene jug sitting in the 
sun, just to name a few. 

Craig County is fortunate to 
have many local fi re departments 
that work diligently in getting to 
a scene as quickly as possible when 
someone calls in about a devastat-
ing fi re. 

“Th is is a statewide burn ban,” 
Jim Cady, the Craig County Emer-
gency Management Coordinator 
and Emergency Services Coordi-
nator, said. “It’s every year, dates 
change slightly.”

Already though, there has been 
a 4 p.m. burn put into eff ect, start-
ing on February 15 that will run 
through April 30. 

Th e purposed Burning Law in 
brief is: 

•No burning until after 4 p.m. 
If within 300 feet of woodland or 
grass brushland leading into wood-
lands

•Fire must be attended at all 
times if within 150 feet of wood-
land or grass or brushland leading 
into woodland

•No fuel may be added, or fi re 
rekindled after midnight

•Law applies to campfi re, warm-
ing fi res, brush piles, household 
trash, stumps, fi elds of broomstraw 
and brush or anything capable of 
spreading fi re

Everyone seems to know, wheth-
er by experience or watching the 
television, that wildfi res can burn 
millions of acres of land at shock-
ingly fast speeds, consuming every-
thing in their paths.

National Geographic has con-
cluded that, “Th e fast pace rolling 
fl ames can travel up to 14-miles 
an hour, which converts to about 
a four-minute-mile pace and can 
overtake the average human in 
minutes.”

Also, naturally occurring wild-
fi res can spark during dry weather 
and in droughts. 

“In these conditions, normally 
green vegetation can convert into 
bone-dry, fl ammable fuel; strong 
winds spread fi re quickly; and 
warm temperatures encourage 
combustion. With these ingredi-
ents, the only thing missing is a 
spark - in the form of  lightning, 
arson, a downed power line, or a 
burning campfi re or cigarette - to 
wreak havoc,” added the National 
Geographic. 

Th e maximum fi ne is $500 if 
one is found to have started a fi re. 

Individuals may contact the 
Virginia Department of Forestry 
for any additional information. It 
is always better to stay on the side 
of caution.

As Smokey the Bear states, 
“Only YOU can prevent forest 
fi res!” 

So, let’s all do our part and be 
alert whether in our yards, in the 
woods or driving along our roads. 
It take a community to keep a 
community safe.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Snow yard art, page 2
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Snow yard art from page 1

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Big tech fi rm
 4. Picked
10. Type of whale
11. A woman of refi nement
12. New England state
14. Common gibbon
15. Tall coniferous tree
16. State capital
18. Making a liquid muddy
22. Vinegary
23. Peninsula
24. Thee
26. Atomic #55
27. Used in units of mea-
surement
28. Welsh female name
30. Arab ruler title
31. One’s mother
34. Trap
36. Soviet Socialist 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Republic
37. Assn. of oil-producing 
countries
39. Holy fi re
40. Emit coherent radiation
41. Atomic #81
42. Orthodox Jewish 
college
48. Herbs
50. Ran after
51. Begin again
52. Named
53. Barbary sheep
54. Unwell
55. Postscript
56. Drivers
58. One point east (clock-
wise) of due north
59. Prim
60. A facility equipped for 
sports or physical training

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small islands
 2. Skullcap
 3. Unexplained events
 4. One hundredth of a 
meter
 5. Beloved baseball an-
nouncer
 6. Repulsive
 7. Northern European 
languages
 8. Match or surpass
 9. Northeast
12. Chew the fat
13. Innovative industry
17. Land to put down to 
grass
19. Products
20. Nostril
21. Surprise Icelandic 
politician

25. Conclusive acts
29. Inform on
31. Grinding tooth
32. Keep up
33. Tablelands
35. Raising
38. Mythical creature
41. Hums
43. Mountain in Antarctica
44. Neighborhood in 
Manhattan
45. Distinctive practice
46. Vice president
47. Contributes to
49. Small bones
56. Oil company
57. Empire State Send community news and photos 

to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Another Lorna niece, Samantha Dunman, a yoga 
instructor who lives in Florida, said, “How fun! My 
great aunt recently made this handstand snowman for 
me. Thanks Lorna.”

Expressed, Linda Boone, another Lorna niece, “She is 
an outdoorsman and an avid hunter and can out hunt 
and out fish all of her brothers. She has always been 
outgoing and a country gal. She’s definitely talented 
and nice and she’s always been fun. She’s always had 
a kid’s heart.” 

Lorna added a huge banana split to her creations this 
week, sharing, “I thought about sharing this banana 
split, but...naahhhh! LOL!”

“Now with Facebook, it's 
more exciting,” she expressed. 
“Some of my family members, 
remembering when they were 
little kids, comment now on 
the posts, saying how some of 
their happiest memories were 
playing in the snow with me 
and I like that. Now with the 
Covid, I hardly get to see any 
of them. The snow posts keep 
us close and makes them smile 
and I love doing it.” 

Lorna said that she does 
enjoy art, especially outdoor 
scenes, as she has always been 
an outdoors lover. 

“Needless to say, I don't do 
housework when it snows be-
cause I'm too busy  enjoying 
the snow and watching my 
sculptures slowly disappear,” 
she said. “Now I'm going 
to really have to step up my 
game.” 

Lorna’s family still connects 

with her on Facebook also. 
Jennifer Altice publicly 

posted, “Some of my best 
childhood memories were 
playing in the snow with my 
Aunt Lorna Bragg. She’s still 
at it.” 

Lorna’s niece, Samantha 
Dunman, who lives in Dayto-
na, Florida, shared, “How fun! 
My great aunt made this hand-
stand snowman for me today! 
Thanks Lorna.” 

Dunman says that she is a 
yoga instructor that practices 
handstands daily and has been 
posting about her handstand 
journey for a few years now. 

“Lorna decided to make 
me a snowman doing a hand-
stand,” she said. “I never get 
to see snow because of where 
I live, so I thought it was very 
creative and thoughtful of her 
to do.” 

Another niece, Amanda 

Boone, posted on Facebook, 
“Why my aunt is better than 
yours!” with Lorna’s picture of 
the snow art of a baby Yoda. 
Lorna responded to Amanda, 
“I made that just for and Jus-
tice.” 

Amanda continued, “I grew 
up in a very large family, but 
was an only child. My dad was 
one of ten children. My mom 
had seven brothers and sisters. 
Out of all my many aunts and 
uncles, the one who I related 
to the most, as a child and as 
an adult, is my Aunt Lorna. 
She always took the time to 
play with me and make me 
feel important as a child and 
still does. Ever since I can re-
member, she has always loved 
the snow. Driving in it, play-
ing in it, and then there is her 
special skill making snowmen 
or snow creatures, so to speak. 
Here lately she has taken her 

skills to a whole new level. She 
has made everything from a gi-
gantic coconut cream pie to a 
Baby Yoda which she dedicat-
ed to me and my little preemie 
guy. My Aunt Lorna has always 
been one of those people who 
lives life to the fullest. You will 
never see her when she doesn't 
have a smile on her face. This 
woman is and has always been 
a true inspiration to me.”

Linda Boone, who lives 
nearby in Shawsville, shared 
her love for Lorna also. 

“Lorna is my dad’s sister. 
She is a twin. She is an out-
doorsman and an avid hunter 
and can out hunt and out fish 
all of her brothers. She has 
always been outgoing and a 
country gal. She’s definitely 
talented and nice and she’s al-
ways been fun,” she said. 

Linda added, “She’s always 
had a kids’ heart. I mainly love 

the deer one because she is a 
hunter. I remember when I was 
growing up and we all hunted 
together. She has always loved 
playing in the snow. She has 
always had a creative imagina-
tion and a comical side. She 
has always made me laugh and 
will do anything in the world 
for you. It’s been a while since 
I’ve seen her, but she’s always 
created snow figures. She will 
probably make a trout cre-
ation before the snow melts as 
she is a big-time trout fisher-
woman.”

Lorna added a huge banana 
split to her creations this week, 
sharing, “I thought about shar-
ing this banana split, but...
naahhhh! Lol!” as she held a 
spoon up to her mouth over it. 

“I just like to bring a smile 
or two to people’s faces,” Lor-
na shared. “It helps to relieve 
some of the stress.”

Bank of Botetourt now accepting 
applications for Annual “Taking 
Care of You” Community Scholarship

Bank of Botetourt recently an-
nounced that the Fifth  Annual Com-
munity Scholarship for a combined 
total of $1,000. First place will receive 
$500, with second and third receiving 
$250 each. Th ese scholarships are avail-
able to high school seniors and existing 
college students with a GPA of 2.5 or 
higher and who currently utilize Bank 
of Botetourt for their banking services. 

To apply, applicants will need to 
write a two-page essay on the topic of 

“How has Bank of Botetourt been able 
to take care of your banking and fi nan-
cial needs?” Th e deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday, March 31. 

For more information, Bank Educa-
tion Team Representative Jon Foreman 
can be reached at scholarship@bankof-
botetourt.com or 540-591-5053.

-Submitted by Mary Ann 
Miller, Business Banking and 

Community Relations 

Grant aims to accelerate sustainable 
aquaculture farming in Virginia

To help put aquacul-
ture farming on par with 
its land-based coun-
terparts, the  Virginia 
Seafood Agricultural 
Research and Exten-
sion Center  received a 
$750,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture.

The grant will allow 
researchers at the sea-
food AREC to analyze 
the economics of incor-
porating smart farm-
ing technologies into 
shellfish aquaculture. 

Sustainable farming 
methods for Virginia 
oyster, mussel and scal-
lop growers will incor-
porate technologies like 
robotics, automation, 
computer sensing and 
imaging, and artificial 
intelligence.

Dr. Jonathan van 
Senten, an aquaculture 
extension specialist and 
assistant professor in 
Virginia Tech’s Depart-
ment of Agricultural 
and Applied Economics, 
will collaborate with the 

University of Maryland’s 
Center for Environmen-
tal Science, University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore, 
Louisiana State Uni-
versity, Pacific Shellfish 
Institute and the Fraun-
hofer USA Center for 
Experimental Software 
Engineering. Collective-
ly, they will analyze the 
economic viability of the 
technologies developed 
by the research team.

“There hasn’t been 
such a cohesive effort 
to address this set of 

challenges that exist in 
aquaculture before,” van 
Senten said. “The excit-
ing part of this, for me, 
is this new approach to 
solving some of these 
decades-old problems 
through new technolo-
gies.”

Kyle Sturgis, chair-
man of the  Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federa-
tion  Aquaculture Advi-
sory Committee, said 
whenever an AREC 
gets funding to help an 
agriculture sector, it’s 
beneficial. “Technology 
has become such an im-
portant part of our soci-
ety, and we have seen so 
many advancements in 
land-based agriculture 
that sometimes I feel the 
aquaculture industry is 
lagging behind.

“But with this grant 
and the resulting re-
search, this can move 
aquaculture in a direc-
tion where more pro-
ducers can incorporate 
technology into their 
operations.”

Van Senten said the 
current state of seafood 

markets calls for auto-
mation and more precise 
handling of inventory 
and stock on aquacul-
ture farms. “This tech-
nology could provide a 
way to maximize inven-
tory to ensure that farm-
ers are getting 100 per-
cent of the market-ready 
product and not harvest-
ing anything that is not 
ready to be sold.”

The first step is for the 
research group to take 
successful models and 
technologies and adapt 
them to meet the harsh 
aquatic environments 
such as corrosive salt-
water, currents, storms 
and shellfish predators. 
Van Senten will analyze 
the economic viability of 
these new technologies 
for shellfish farmers. 

Heather Lusk, vice 
president of H.M. Terry 
Co. LLC, said oysters 
are hand-counted on her 
family’s shellfi sh farm, 
and an automated system 
would help the operation 
reduce labor costs and 
be more cost-eff ective. 
Lusk, who also sits on 

the boards of the Virgin-
ia Aquaculture Advisory 
Board and the Shellfi sh 
Growers of Virginia, 
added that the USDA-
funded research will ben-
efi t many of Virginia’s 
aquaculture producers.

In addition to eco-
nomic benefits, van 
Senten expects envi-
ronmental benefits as 
well. For example, he 
said dredging, a current 
harvesting processes for 
shellfish, relies on cast-
ing a net or cage and 
dragging it across the 
bottom of a body of 
water, catching buried 
shellfish. This process 
could be harmful for the 
health of shellfish habi-
tats.

The technology to 
be developed by this 
grant, such as underwa-
ter drone monitoring, 
could allow for targeted 
harvests and improved 
success rates that can 
help protect underwater 
ecosystems.

-Submitted by 
Kyle Sturgis
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MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org. 

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 

Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, is 
having virtual masses at 8:30 
a.m. and 10 a.m. by Father 
Steve McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. For 
more information, contact 
(540) 864-8686 or send an 
email to stjohnnewcastle@
tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 

897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 
Market Street.

 
FIRST TUESDAY

Craig County School 
Board meets at 6:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

SECOND TUESDAY

Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 

one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden 
Club meeting at 7:30 
p.m. held at Simmonsville 
Fire Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged 

to bring their insurance 
card and not attend 
if they have COVID-
19 like symptoms. The 
curbside clinic schedule is 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
by appointment only. For 
more information, contact 
540-864-5136.

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 18

The Angels of Assisi Pet 
Health Clinic will return to 
Craig County from 10 a.m. 
until 2 pm at the Volunteer 
Fire Department on 443 
Conrad Street in New 
Castle. No appointments 
are required. 

FEB. 14 – FEB. 24, 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26

Catawba Valley Baptist 
Church is hosting their 
first exclusive Virtual 
Wild Game Dinner and 
Auction online from Feb 
14 through Feb. 24. The 
dinner will take place 
that Friday with pickup 
at the Moose Lodge 
on Rt. 311. Interested 
individuals may go to 

their website at:  https://
www.catawbavalleybc.
org/wildgame-514893.
html or contact the office 
at (540) 380-8448 for 
more information. 

SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27 

•A Chili Community 
Church Cook-off at Craig 
Valley Baptist will take 
place from 5 to 7 p.m. 
A little fun competition 
between all local churches 
in Craig County, there 
will be three entries per 
church and free hot dogs. 
The community is invited 
to taste and vote. To enter, 
contact the church at 
(540) 864-5667. 

•Upper Craigs Creek 
Volunteer Fire Dept. will 
host a fundraiser Spaghetti 
dinner from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Due to COVID-19, it 
will be takeout and will 
include spaghetti, garlic 
bread, dessert and a drink 
for a $10 donation. Call 
(540) 864-6087 to reserve 
your meal(s) or connect 
with them on their 
Facebook page.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Special enrollment period for health insurance coverage 
under the Aff ordable Care Act begins this week

Now more than ever, it’s 
important to have health in-
surance. The marketplace 
at  HealthCare.gov  soon will 
offer an opportunity to shop 
for, enroll in or change to a 
new health insurance plan.

The Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services has an-
nounced a special enrollment 
period (SEP) for individu-
als and families who wish to 
enroll in health plans under 
the federal Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). The SEP will run 
for 90 days from February 15 

through May 15, 2021. 
During the SEP, consumers 

may submit a new application 
for health coverage or update an 
existing application on Health-
Care.gov. Current enrollees will 
be able to change to any plan 
off ered in their area.

Unlike previous SEPs, there is 
no restriction requiring enrollees 
to choose the same level of cov-
erage as their current plan.  In 
addition, consumers will not 
need to provide any documenta-
tion of a qualifying event (such 
as the loss of a job or birth of a 

child), which is typically required 
for SEP eligibility. If an enrollee 
chooses a new plan, however, it 
is important to note that deduct-
ible and out-of-pocket maxi-
mum accumulations are not re-
quired to be transferred to the 
new plan chosen, and that those 
amounts will start over for the 
enrollee. Health insurance plans 
not off ered through HealthCare.
gov are not required to, but may 
provide for, eligibility under this 
same SEP.

Consumers will have 30 
days after they submit an ap-

plication to choose a plan. 
Coverage will begin the fi rst of 
the month after plan selection. 
After May 15, 2021, consum-
ers may only enroll in an ACA-
compliant health insurance 
plan if they recently  lost their 
employer-sponsored health in-
surance coverage or have had 
a qualifying life event, such as 
a household change. To learn 
more about enrolling after 
May 15, 2021, visit  Health-
Care.gov's SEP page.

To raise awareness about 
the SEP and reopening en-

rollment under the ACA, 
representatives from Enroll 
Virginia, the Virginia Health 
Benefit Exchange, the Vir-
ginia Bureau of Insurance and 
the Office of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources 
participated in a virtual Town 
Hall on Tuesday, February 16, 
at 10:30 a.m. The event was 
live-streamed on Enroll Vir-
ginia’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/enrollva/.

-Submitted by 
Katha Treanor

New internet options for Craig County
Even though the Craig 

County Broadband Commit-
tee has only been active for 
five months, the members 
have been hard at work devel-
oping internet options Craig 
County. Members of the com-
mittee have met with execu-
tives from companies such as 
T-Mobile and CBEC, and rep-
resentatives from Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX, Dish Network, Vir-
ginia Tech and more.

“Craig County lacks the 
necessary population to at-
tract large investments from 
most national Internet Ser-

vice Providers (ISP), as a re-
sult nearly 89 percent of the 
county is underserved. We’re 
concerned that our students 
and workforce are being left 
behind in an ever-digital 
world,” Broadband Commit-
tee Member and former New 
Castle Town Council member 
C. Jordan Labiosa said. 

Utilization of Craig County’s 
local assets have been a subject 
of discussion for the commit-
tee. Even though the Mid-
Atlantic Broadband Corpora-
tion (MBC) installed fi ber on 
RT 606, 615, and 42 in Craig 

County, an ISP would need to 
agree to lease that infrastruc-
ture to make it usable for local 
internet access. Exploration of 
potential grants is ongoing, but 
in order to qualify for the grants 
work must be done by the ISPs 
to create expansion plans in the 
community.

“Discussions with ISPs have 
gone well in the sense that 
many are open serving our 
community in an altruistic 
way. Most whole-county fi ber 
expansion plans will cost in the 
Millions of Dollars when you 
consider the amount of land in 

our community. Th is has led to 
the development of short-term 
options while the ultimate goal 
of whole-county fi ber is be-
ing pursued,” Trace Bellassai, 
Broadband Committee Chair-
man and Craig County School 
Board Member, said.

Th e Broadband Committee 
is excited to announce that all 
Craig County residents are now 
eligible to pre-order Starlink in-
ternet service. Starlink is a low 
earth orbit satellite ISP current-
ly capable of delivering around 
100mbps with an eventual goal 
of 1Gbps. It is anticipated that 

this service will be launching 
mid-to-late 2021 but potential 
customers are encouraged by 
Starlink to pre-order today as 
they will be chosen on a fi rst 
come, fi rst serve basis until the 
provider is fully operational. 
Interested individuals should 
get started at starlink.com

Other members of the 
Craig County Broadband 
Committee include Sam Fos-
ter, JoAnna Hutchison and 
Ryan McDaniel.

-Submitted by 
C. Jordan Labiosa

Roanoke County launches economic 
development strategic planning effort

Roanoke County has 
launched a yearlong eff ort 
to develop a strategic plan 
that will help guide the 
direction and focus of the 
County’s economic devel-
opment program over the 
next fi ve years. Branded 
the ELEVATE Roanoke 
County 2026 Plan, the 
County will be assisted by 
the Virginia Tech Offi  ce of 
Economic Development 
which has worked with 
more than 200 clients at 
the national, state and lo-
cal level on such plans and 
other economic develop-
ment projects. Th e eff ort 
is funded by a grant from 
Appalachian Power and 
leveraged resources from 
the Virginia Tech Offi  ce of 
Economic Development.

“Developing a strate-
gic plan is essential to the 
work of economic develop-
ment,” said Jill Loope, Ro-
anoke County Director of 
Economic Development. 
“Changing demographics, 
consumer preferences and 
the ability of many em-
ployees to work remotely 
presents challenges and 
opportunities for eco-
nomic development. Th is 
strategic planning eff ort 
will guide the County and 
enable us to direct our ac-
tions and investments to 
yield future results.”

“Communities such as 
Roanoke County work re-

ally hard to improve their 
economies and the wellbe-
ing of all their citizens. But 
with limited resources and 
small staff s, it is diffi  cult 
for them to both do that 
hard work day in and day 
out and at the same time 
gather the information and 
perspective needed to plan 
for the future,” said Scott 
Tate, Associate Director of 
Virginia Tech’s Offi  ce of 
Economic Development. 
“Our offi  ce will help gather 
the data, survey business 
owners and community 
leaders, research best prac-
tices, and together with the 
County, craft a plan that 
will help guide the Coun-
ty’s economic development 
eff orts.”

Th e planning process 
will be ongoing through-
out 2021 and will in-
clude data gathering and 
analysis; community en-
gagement; assessment of 
strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities and threats; 
community presentations 
and opportunities for the 
public to provide input. 
Th e fi nal report and public 
presentation of the strate-
gic plan will be released in 
late fall. Helping steer the 
eff ort is a group of repre-
sentatives from Roanoke 
County, businesses, and 
other economic develop-
ment stakeholders in the 
region.

-Submitted by Jill Loope
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OPINION

Fun Quotes

Reading gives us 
someplace to go when 
we have to stay where we 
are… Mason Cooley

A library is not a lux-
ury, but one of the ne-
cessities of life….Henry 
Ward Beecher

A book is a dream 
that you hold in your 
hand….Neil Gaiman

No matter what people 
tell you, words and ideas 
can change the world….
Dead Poets Society

Never judge a book by 
its movie!

"You are braver than 
you believe, stronger 
than you seem, smarter 
than you think, and 
loved more than you'll 
ever know" - A.A. Milne 

from Whinnie the Pooh.
“Libraries are innately 

subversive institutions, 
born of the radical no-
tion that every single 
member of society de-
serves free high-quality 
access to knowledge 
and culture” - Dr. Matt 
Finch

I don’t know why 
people think technology 
is making us antisocial. 
I will ignore you just as 
easily with a book as I 
will with my cell phone.

Th ings book lovers do: 
1) Read several books 

at one time.
2) Keep a running 

list of more books they 
want.

3) Feel happy when 
you remember you get 
to read your book later.

4) Feel sad and lost 
when they finish a great 
book.

5) Pause to appreci-
ate a beautifully written 
sentence.

6) See the cover of an 
old book and be trans-
ported back to their 
youth.

7) Find joy and com-
fort in re-reading a fa-
vorite book.

8) Walk into a library 
or bookstore and say, 

“Hey, I could live here!”
For Valentines: He 

said, “Books or me.” I 
sometimes remember him 
when checking out books.

Reading is a workout 
for the mind. When I 
say, “I’m going to the 
gym,” I mean I’m going 
to the library.

I cannot remember 
the books I have read 
any more than the meals 
I have eaten; even so, 
they have made me….
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Whatever the cost of 
our libraries, the price 
is cheap compared to 
that of an ignorant na-

tion…..Walter Cronkite
The Library remains 

open for these services: 
Periodicals
Books
Movies
Free Wi-Fi
Computer access
Fax
Copying
Notary service
E readers
Hot spot check-out
Telescope check-out
Large print books
Book Club
Book sale barn
Tax forms
Voter registration
Tourism materials

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Reactions to President Donald Trump’s Senate acquittal
President Joe Biden 
“It was nearly two weeks 

ago that Jill and I paid 
our respects to Capitol 
Police offi  cer Brian Sick-
nick, who laid in honor 
in the Rotunda after los-
ing his life protecting the 
Capitol from a riotous, 
violent mob on January 
6, 2021. Fifty-seven Sena-
tors – including a record 
seven Republicans – voted 
to fi nd former President 
Trump guilty for inciting 
that deadly insurrection 
on our very democracy. 
Th e Senate vote followed 
the bipartisan vote to im-
peach him by the House of 
Representatives. While the 
fi nal vote did not lead to a 
conviction, the substance 
of the charge is not in dis-

pute. Even those opposed 
to the conviction, like 
Senate Minority Leader 
McConnell, believe Don-
ald Trump was guilty of a 
‘disgraceful dereliction of 
duty’ and ‘practically and 
morally responsible for 
provoking’ the violence 
unleashed on the Capitol.” 

Former President 
Donald Trump 

"I want to fi rst thank my 
team of dedicated lawyers 

and others for their tire-
less work upholding jus-
tice and defending truth. 
My deepest thanks as well 
to all of the United States 
Senators and Members 
of Congress who stood 
proudly for the Constitu-
tion we all revere and for 
the sacred legal principles 
at the heart of our country. 
Th is has been yet another 
phase of the greatest witch 
hunt in the history of our 
Country. No president has 
ever gone through any-
thing like it, and it contin-
ues because our opponents 
cannot forget the almost 
75 million people, the 
highest number ever for a 
sitting president, who vot-
ed for us just a few short 
months ago."

Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer

“Th e case of Donald 
Trump's second impeach-
ment trial was open and 
shut. President Trump 
told a lie -- a big lie -- that 
the election was stolen, 
and that he was the right-
ful winner. He laid the 
groundwork for this big 
lie in the months before 
the election, he told the 
big lie on election night, 
and he repeated the big 
lie more than 100 times 
in the weeks afterwards. 
He summoned his sup-
porters to Washington, 
assembled them on the El-
lipse, whipped them into a 
frenzy, and directed them 
at the Capitol.

“And then he watched, 
as the violence unfold-
ed, and the Capitol was 
breached, and his own 
Vice President fl ed for his 
life - and President Trump 
did nothing.

“None of the facts were 

up for debate. We saw it. 
We heard it. We lived it. 
Th is was the fi rst presiden-
tial impeachment trial in 
history in which all Sena-
tors were not only judges 
and jurors, but witnesses 
to the constitutional crime 
that was committed.

Th e former president 
inspired, directed and pro-
pelled a mob to violently 
prevent the peaceful trans-
fer of power, subvert the 
will of the people, and il-
legally keep that president 
in power.” 

Senator Tim Kaine 
“One year ago, I said 

upon the conclusion of 
President Trump’s fi rst im-
peachment trial, ‘Unchal-
lenged evil spreads like a 
virus,’ and that acquittal 
would lead to worse be-
havior. Th e events of Janu-
ary 6 - seven dead, the fi rst 
siege of our Capitol in over 
200 years, the disruption 
of the peaceful transfer of 
power - are the direct re-
sult of that fi rst acquittal. 
I voted to convict because 
seven needlessly died and 
hundreds were injured by 
a former President’s egre-
gious lies. So many risked 
all to protect us. Th e least 
we can do is protect them 
by voting to condemn and 
thus prevent behavior that 
should never be repeated.”

Senate Minority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell

"Former President 

Trump's actions that pre-
ceded the riot were a dis-
graceful, disgraceful der-
eliction of duty. Trump 
is practically and morally 
responsible for provok-
ing the events of the day. 
We have a criminal justice 
system in this country. 
We have civil litigation. 
And former Presidents are 
not immune from being 
held accountable by either 
one.” 

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi 

"What we saw in that 
Senate was a cowardly 
group of Republicans who 
apparently have no op-
tions, because they were 
afraid to defend their job, 
respect the institution in 
which they serve. Cen-
sure is the slap in the face 
of the constitution. It lets 
everybody off  the hook. 
All these cowardly sena-
tors who couldn't face up 
to what the president did 
and what was at stake for 
our country are now going 
to have a chance to give a 
little slap on the wrist? We 
censure people for using 
stationary for the wrong 

purpose. We don't censure 
people for inciting insur-
rection that kills people in 
the Capitol."

Senator Mark Warner 
“Th e evidence present-

ed by the managers, in this 
case, was overwhelming: 
Donald Trump used the 
platform of the presidency 
to incite a violent insur-
rection against the seat of 
our democracy that led to 
multiple deaths. Th ese are 
the most serious charges 
ever levied against a U.S. 
president, and with good 
reason. While the Senate 
failed to achieve the two-
thirds majority needed to 
convict Trump and bar 
him from future offi  ce, 
a bipartisan majority of 
Senators voted to send a 
clear message to future 
presidents that conduct of 
this nature is impeachable, 
intolerable and disquali-
fying. When the history 
books on this moment 
are written, I believe that 
judgment will be clear.”

Senator Th om Tillis 
“My vote was based on 

two fundamental issues 
with the impeachment 
process. Th e fi rst being the 
decision to hold a trial for 
a private citizen, and the 
second being the charge 
itself. Th ere are valid ques-
tions whether it is consti-
tutional for Congress to 

See Trump, page 5
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister; Alex James, Youth Minister; 282 Sa-
lem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contempo-
rary Service and 10:45 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday School at 
10 A.M.; Sunday night adult Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth 
Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 
P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan 
by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

put a private citizen on 
trial. And even if it is con-
stitutionally permissible, 
it isn’t prudent in the ab-
sence of a thorough im-
peachment inquiry. Th e 
House managers argued 
impeachment was neces-
sary to bar former Presi-
dent Trump from running 
for president again. Th eir 
rationale is not rooted in 
any consistent, objective 
standard and collapses on 
itself: what accountability 
would a trial provide to 
a second-term president 
who commits impeach-

able off enses in their fi nal 
days in offi  ce when they 
are already constitution-
ally barred from seeking 
another term? I have faith 
in the American people to 
determine whether former 
President Trump disquali-
fi ed himself from seeking 
the presidency in the fu-
ture.” 

Senator Richard Burr 
“January 6 was a grim 

day in our nation’s history. 
Th e attack on the U.S. 
Capitol was an attempt to 
undermine our democratic 

institutions and overrule 
the will of the American 
people through violence, 
intimidation and force. 
Seven lives were tragically 
lost as a result of that day. 
Law enforcement offi  cers, 
outnumbered and over-
whelmed, sustained de-
bilitating injuries as they 
bravely defended Congress 
against an angry mob. We 
now know that lawmak-
ers and congressional staff  
came dangerously close to 
crossing paths with the ri-
oters searching for them 
and wishing them harm.” 

Senator Ted Cruz
“Th e impeachment of 

Donald Trump on the 
charge of incitement 
was merely a rushed act 
of partisan retribution. 
I was against the Senate 
taking jurisdiction in this 

trial from the start, as the 
House had chosen to im-
peach without providing 
due process or introduc-
ing evidence. Th e House 
brought only one charge 
before the Senate: incite-
ment. Donald Trump 
used heated language, 
but he did not urge any-
one to commit acts of 
violence. Th e legal stan-
dard for incitement is 
very high and it is clear 
by the results of this vote 
that the House Manag-
ers failed to present a 
coherent standard for in-

citement. In the United 
States, politicians from 
all parties and across the 
country routinely use 
words and phrases like 
‘fi ght,’ ‘win,’ and ‘take 
back our country’ in 
speeches and interviews, 
including numerous Sen-
ate Democrats and House 
Impeachment Managers. 
Using this rhetoric is not 
impeachable, whether 
made by Republicans or 
Democrats.” 

-Compiled by 
Shawn Nowlin

Trump from page 4

OBITUARIES
Crowder, 

Peggy Lou Huff man
Peggy Lou Huff man 

Crowder, 89 of New Cas-
tle, passed away on Th urs-
day, February 11. She was 
born March 20, 1931, and 
was preceded in death by 
her husband, Charles Louis 
Crowder and her mother, 
Hattie Gladys Huff man.

Surviving are her 
children, Patricia Gail 
Crowder, Wendell Alan 
(Sherry) Crowder; grand-
children, Kimberly Dawn 
Crowder, Charles Jackson “CJ” (Stacey) 
Crowder, and Jesse Alan Crowder; great-
granddaughters, Allie Marie and Cora 

Nicole Crowder.
Th e family would like 

to thank the caregivers 
from Amedisys Hospice.

Funeral Services were 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, February 15, at He-
bron United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Rodney 
Longmire Jr. offi  ciating. 
Interment followed in the 
Hebron Church Cem-
etery. Th e family received 
friends one hour prior to 

the service.
Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 

Home. www.paitselfh.com

Spitzer, William “Pete”man
William Spitzer, better 

known to his friends and 
family as “Pete,” was born 
on August 29, 1934, in 
Baltimore, MD.  He grew 
up in the Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia and at 
the age of 18 joined the 
Navy.  

In 1960 he married 
his wife, Shirley Cook 
Spitzer.  Th ey moved 
to their home in Craig 
County in 1970 with 
their three children - Douglas, Earl and 
Renea. Pete worked for General Elec-
tric for 37 years, retiring in 1998.  Pete 
was an avid gardener and his garden 
was a source of great pride to him. He 
was also a man of many interests and 
talents beyond gardening: electrician, 

handyman, butcher, bee-
keeper, winemaker and 
storyteller. 

However, his greatest 
dedication was to provide 
the best life possible for 
his wife and family.  Pete 
passed away on February 
4, 2021, from complica-
tions of pneumonia. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Shirley Spitzer, three 
children Douglas Spitzer, 
Earl Spitzer, and Renea 

Vincent, two grandchildren Andrew 
Spitzer and Racquel Johnston, four 
great-grandchildren, Noah, Haleigh, 
Lucas and Judah, his brother Donnie 
Hite and his sister Ruth Horn.  Due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 situation, no 
services will be held at this time.

Springer, Rita J.
Rita J. Springer went to fl y with the 

angels on February 8, 2021. She was 
born June 11, 1940, in Bluefi eld, VA, 
to Roy and Fanny Blankenship. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Jerry 
Springer; infant daughter, Cara Springer; 
brothers, Maynard Blankenship, Kenneth 
Blankenship; and sister, Alpha Jean Han-
cock. 

She is survived by her sister, Janice 
Hannah; sister-in-law, Erilene Lenzer; 

daughter, Teresa Springer; two sons, 
Craig Springer and Shawn Springer; 
daughter-in-law, Crystal Springer; and 
her greatest joy, her two grandsons, Luke 
Springer and Th omas Springer. 

A Graveside Service was held at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, February 14, at Huff -
man Memorial Park in New Castle with 
Pastor Bill Frazier offi  ciating.

Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 
Home. www.paitselfh.com

Send community 
news and photos to 

shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
On Feb. 7, Salem puppy Marshall, a Boston terrier, won 
the 2021 Puppy Bowl, a yearly event aired on national 
television the mirrors the Super Bowl. 

Puppy Bowl title won by Salem dog

This year’s Puppy Bowl, an an-
nual Animal Planet program that 
mirrors the Super Bowl using 
puppies in a canine-sized football 
stadium, was aired on February 7. 
The 2021 contest between Team 
Ruff and Team Fluff featured 70 
puppies from 22 different shelters 
across the country and concluded 
in dramatic fashion. When it was 
all said and done, Team Ruff pre-
vailed in Puppy Bowl XVII with a 
73-69 victory.  

Not only did Marshall, a Boston 

terrier who lives in Salem, partici-
pate in the event, he also took home 
game MVP honors after scoring 
two touchdowns for his team. 

“SportsCenter” host Sage Steele 
and ESPN play-by-play announcer 
Steve Levy provided human com-
mentary, while hip hop musician 
Snoop Dogg and businesswoman 
Martha Stewart were the event’s 
hosts. Actor Dan Schachner served 
as the contest’s “ruff eree.” Th e event 
also featured a halftime show and a 
national anthem performance. 

Said Steele in the opening min-
utes, “textbook leverage by Muffin 
against Marshall as she gets low 

and digs in. What a spin move, 
but Marshall is just as tenacious. 
The first touchdown of the game 
is scored by Muffin.”  

Added Levy, “it’s a battle of ter-
riers in the trenches. Marshall is 
pulling wicked high. Muffin gets 
control, but Marshall does not 
give up. We have a legit grudge 
match here. A statement is being 
made early.” 

An estimated one million peo-
ple nationwide watched the con-
test live. Marshall’s parents, Chris 
and Christina Lee, are founders of 
the nonprofit Deaf Dogs Rock in 
Salem.

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Be sure to ‘Like’ the New Castle Record on Facebook.
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Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Indoor Garage Sale 

Lost & Found

Lost Cat 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

Mountain View 
Cemetery plots.   

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Quality Inn 

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Director of 
Nurses/RN 

Medication 
Technician/Aide or 

LPN 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
General

WAIT STAFF WANTED
Experienced waitress or waiter needed 
for The Swinging Bridge Restaurant 
and/or Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank.  
Outgoing personality and strong work 
ethic required.  Full or Part Time.  Paid 
vacation.  Prior applicants need not 
a p p l y.   To  a p p l y,  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
melissa@paintbankgeneralstore.com 
or shanna@paintbankgeneralstore.com.

Legals - Roanoke 
County

OF 1503 
LAYMANTOWN 

ROAD, 
TROUTVILLE, VA 

24175.  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE 
ROANOKE 

COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUCTIONS 

FIREARMS AUCTION ALERT! 
Great Collection of Well-Main-
tained Shotguns, Handguns, 
Rifl es, Scopes and more | Ac-
cepting Consignments | March 2, 
11AM | Motleys Industrial | 804-
486-4550 | Bid Online at motley-
sindustrial.com | VA16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly un-
predictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-

tise your business statewide
and in other states. Aff ordable
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALES

PUREBRED SERVICE AGE HOL-
STEIN BULLS. Breeding sound-
ness checked, several A2 A2. Will
Deliver. Call 540-820-8601.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your
listings regionally or statewide.
Aff ordable Print and Digital
Solutions that get results! Call
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net”
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver,
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash
to help pay funeral and other fi -
nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y
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www.newcastlerecord.com

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

Rockets begin volleyball practice this week
but football season is offi  cially canceled

While the Craig County 
volleyball team began prac-
ticing this week the football 
team has seen the season come 
to an end before it even be-
gins. The school announced 
last week that Craig will not 
field a football team for the 
2020-21 school year.

“We have notified the Pio-
neer District that we will not 
be having a football team this 
season,” said Craig County 
High School principal Melissa 
Whiting. “We only had eight 
players who were both inter-
ested and eligible to play, so 
we won’t have a team.”

Whiting said she met with 
the eligible players and in-
formed them that the school 
will create a weight-lifting and 
conditioning program instead. 
Football coach Mark Harrison 
will be in charge of the pro-

gram, and he feels this might 
be the best thing for the team.

“We really didn’t need to try 
and squeeze in a spring season 
anyway,” said Harrison. “Try-
ing to play games now, and 
then turning around and try-
ing to get ready for a fall sea-
son won’t help Craig County.”

Th e Virginia High School 
League fall seasons were post-
poned by the Virginia High 
School League due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Th e 
VHSL instead moved the fall 
sports to the spring, hoping 
the pandemic would get better. 
Teams were eligible to practice 
beginning February 4th with 
the fi rst games scheduled for 
February 22nd. Craig did not 
start practicing on February 
4th and the announcement 
that there would not be a team 
came on February 9th.

Craig students have been 
struggling with stay-at-home 
virtual classes and that really 
hurt the football team. That 
made for an unusual amount 
of ineligible players.

“The important thing right 
now is for these kids to get 
their grades up so we can have 
a team in the fall,” said Har-
rison. “We’re way behind in 
everything. We have to get 
them back in the classroom 
where we can keep an eye on 
them and back in the weight 
room to get their strength up 
for football.”

Harrison believes the Rock-
ets will have no problem of 
fielding a team of well over 
20 players in the fall. He only 
loses two seniors who would 
have played this year, Sam 
Boardwine and Jakob Craft.

“I feel bad for the seniors,” 

he said. “I hate that they’ll 
miss their last chance to play 
high school football, but a 
six game season at this time 
wouldn’t benefit Craig Coun-
ty.”

Mark is worried that a 
spring season of six games 
would hurt the chances of 
having a team in the fall.

“We get beat up a lot in the 
fall as it is, and to try and play 
a spring season would only 
hurt our program,” he said. 
“In our situation, we’re bet-
ter off just trying to get ready 
for the fall. A six game season 
wouldn’t do us any good, it 
just doesn’t fit Craig. We’ll 
get through this and we’ll be 
fine.”

Meanwhile, the volleyball 
team has begun practicing 
for a season that is expected 
to open on March 1. There 

will be no middle school or 
jayvee teams, so coach Geoff 
Boyer will carry more girls on 
the varsity team than he nor-
mally would. The girls have 
a five week, 12 match season 
scheduled, playing the other 
six Pioneer District teams.

“We’ll wear masks except 
when we’re on the court and 
practice social distancing,” 
said Boyer. “I’m glad we’ll be 
able to get a season in.”

Boyer has indicated that 
this will be his last season as 
coach. After this season he’s 
stepping away to spend more 
time with his family. Twin 
sons Ryan and Thomas are 
now in the  third grade at Mc-
Cleary Elementary.

Cross country is also eligi-
ble to start practice this week. 
Craig will be coached once 
again by Chris Ratliff. 

PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY
Mark Harrison talks to the Rockets during a timeout at a 2019 game.

Craig coach Geoff Boyer will be back on the bench for the spring volleyball season. 
He has indicated it will be his last season with the team.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S 
DAY IN MAY?

If you were expecting to get 
a Valentine’s card in the mail 
from me last week, don’t fret 
if it didn’t arrive. It may be in 
your mailbox this summer.

I’m in a fantasy basket-
ball league with some college 
friends and others and there’s a 
small fee to be in the league. I 
sent a check to our treasurer in 
Warren, Ohio the day before 
Christmas and it arrived last 
week. It was postmarked De-
cember 24 with a Greensboro 
postmark.

In addition, some Christ-
mas cards I sent to friends and 
relatives in Pennsylvania also 
arrived within the past two 
weeks. I sent them on Decem-
ber 7.

What a great job our post-
master, Louis DeJoy, has done 
with the postal system. Th is 

big donor to the Donald J. 
Trump campaign, who had no 
previous experience with the 
post offi  ce, has indicated he’d 
like to stay on. He has about as 
much chance of that as Adam 
Gase did of keeping his job 
with the New York Jets.

GOOD-BYE HAMMER

I was sad to learn of the 
passing of Hank Aaron on Jan-
uary 22nd, and especially the 
idea that he might still be with 
us if not for COVID.

Aaron was one of my favor-
ites growing up. He had that 
easy swing that managed to 
meet the ball just as his quick 
wrists turned on the pitch. He 
could hit ‘em far and often, and 
in my mind he’s still the Home 
Run king, because he did it 
without the help of steroids.

Aaron wasn’t just a home run 
hitter, he was a great baseball 
player. He hit for average, with 
a .305 lifetime average over 23 
years in the big leagues. He 
was fast and was an excellent 
baserunner and he was also a 
terrifi c fi elder. He’s one of the 
“no brainer” all-time greats.

When I fi rst joined the paper 
back in 1974, Aaron had just 

broken Babe Ruth’s record for 
career home runs that spring. 
In July of that year I had taken 
a job as a part-time writer for 
the Salem Times-Register after 
moving from Pennsylvania, 
and planned a visit back home 
for when the Braves were in 
town. I wrote the Phillies for 
a pass and, to my delight, they 
approved my request.

My plan was to do a story 
on Hank Aaron. After watch-
ing the game from the press 
box I waited outside the Atlan-
ta locker room with the other 
writers, waiting to be invited 
inside. Th e door swung open 
and everyone rushed in, and 
there was Hank sitting in front 
of his locker.

Talk about nervous! I’d only 
been on the job for a month 
and now I’m approaching one 
of my idols, Hank Aaron, to 
do an interview. I didn’t talk 
to him long, but got enough to 
write a short story while others 
fi red questions as well. And, as 
I recall, he was very nice to ev-
eryone.

Th at was a long time ago, 
but a day I’ll always treasure. 
It was a brush with greatness 
that I never expected to have as 
a little kid who loved baseball.

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

Rail Yard Dawgs 
schedule “Do Good Days” 

Roanoke, VA –  Th e Roanoke 
Rail Yard Dawgs are teaming up 
with Wisler Plumbing & Air and 
the Wheeler Broadcasting family of 
stations for the fi rst ever “Do Good 
Days.” Th is two day event will be 
held March 12 and 13, 2021.

Members from each of the three 
organizations will be donating their 
time to help local non-profi t orga-
nizations in the community and 
looking for nominations of desig-
nated non-profi t organizations that 

could use a few extra hands, not 
a few extra dollars. For example, 
nominations may include, but are 
not limited to, painting a fence, 
picking up trash, washing dishes, 
etc. Th e community is invited to 
follow along virtually on the Rail 
Yard Dawgs Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/RailYardDawgs) 
during the event.

Now through February 25, 
nominations will be accepted on-
line at  www.dogooddays.com. All 

nominations may not be able to be 
fulfi lled, but it is the goal to com-
plete as many as possible over the 
course of two days. 

Submissions not fulfi lled this 
year will be saved for future con-
siderations. Proper COVID-19 
precautions will be taken into con-
sideration during the planning pro-
cess. Organizations that have been 
selected can expect to hear from a 
representative ahead of time to co-
ordinate logistics.

Hank Aaron as a member of the Milwaukee Braves.




