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Date Correction
Th e Waiteville Commu-

nity Center Annual Memo-
rial Day Dinner will be held 
on Sunday, May 30, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (not May 27 
as listed in last week’s article). 

We apologize for the misin-
formation and hope you 
will be able to attend. Only 
a $10.00 donation will buy 
you a great meal and you can 
enjoy the scenic drive there.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Alvin Hodge, owner of Legacy Auction, has now opened 
his new storefront business to sell his wares to the 
public. "Many times, there are leftover items which 
I buy. I've always enjoyed retail and now I can sell to 
residents in Craig County,” he said. 

Legacy Auction 
opens new 
storefront business

It’s often said that “a 
good man can’t be kept 
down.” Alvin Hodge 
is one of those men in 
Craig County.

The coronavirus pan-
demic greatly interrupt-
ed his auction business 
over the last year-and-a-
half. But he is back on 
his feet, opening a new 
business that will still 
bring the “’old country’ 
back to those who love 
history, antiques and 
‘just a good ole’ buy.”’ 

His business, Legacy 
Auction of Virginia, 
LLC, now has added a 
permanent retail loca-
tion at 6873 Craig Val-
ley Drive in New Castle, 
as a Buy, Sell and Trade 
business.

Hodge shared that he 
has always liked retail 
and “being with the lo-
cal people is great.” 

He also noted that 
at most of his auctions, 
few items are leftover. 

“I would usually buy 
them from the seller 
and give them away, so I 
thought as I approached 
retiring from Yokohama 
why not sell them,” he 
said. “Also, with the 
new gun laws in Vir-
ginia, I could no longer 
sell at auctions without 
an FFL license, so I now 
have them.”

His wife Amanda 
and daughter, Elizabeth 
Mabes, also help to run 
the store. 

Elizabeth has added 
a little room for her 
handmade items. Many 
of her woodburning 

thing has a way of grab-
bing people’s attention. 

Also, Hodge offers 
to look at individuals’ 
items they carry into 
his store as well as go to 
their homes to look at 
their wares if they wish 
to sell them.  

“I also try to buy 
items in lots, like a 
truck load of yard sale 
leftovers,” he added. 
(However, they are not 
accepting consignment 
items.)

Hodge says that what 
he enjoys the most about 
his business is the con-
stant looking for new 
inventory and meeting 
customers. His goal in 
opening the business 
was to “fill a void in the 
community.” 

“We have household 
items too numerous 
to mention,” he said. 
“Glassware including 
Pyrex, Corningware, 
fire-king, depression 
glass, lawn and garden 
tools, Mechanic’s Tools, 
Carpenter tools, Guns, 
Knives, Coins, we sell 
anything we can buy 
reasonable, and our in-
ventory is constantly 
changing.”

Also, his business, 
Legacy Auction Com-
pany is full-service. 

As Hodge explained, 
“After the seller and I 
come to a contract, the 
seller has nothing else 
to do. We come in and 
make the list for our fly-
ers, take pictures of all 
the items and put them 
on Facebook as well 
as on Auction Zip. We 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
From left to right, during Boop’s retirement presentation at the monthly PSA 
meeting to honor him for 21 years of excellent service, Lenny McDonald 
and Steven Tate (Board members), Carl Bailey (Co-chairman), Tommy 
Zimmerman (Board member), Ronald “Boop” Jones – (operator and retiree), 
Donnie Wayne Jones (Administrator/Operator PSA) and Suzanne Gans (PSA 
Secretary).

Jones retires as an “above and beyond” employee of PSA

Many Craig County residents 
are known for their “old school” 
work ethic. Ronald “Boop” Jones 
Jr. was recently recognized for his 
years of service and the level of in-

tegrity he performed for the com-
pany. 

At the monthly New Castle 
PSA meeting, the fi rst item on the 
agenda was to present Boop with 
a plaque upon his retirement. It 
stated: “Congratulations on your 
retirement. Presented to Ronald 

Gray Jones, Jr. in sincere appre-
ciation for your dedicated years of 
service with the Craig New Castle 
Public Service Authority. We hope 
that you enjoy your well-deserved 
retirement. 21 years of service.” 

Th e New Castle PSA primarily 
operates in the water supply in-
dustry within the electric, gas and 
sanitary services sector. It has been 
in operation for 44 years. 

Th e monthly PSA Service Board 
meets on the fi rst Monday of every 
month. 

Th is month included a COVID 
report as the SCC lifted the rules 
on late fees. “Th erefore, Craig PSA 
off ered everybody a chance to sign 
an agreement for 12 months to 
catch up with their arrears with-
out interest,” Jones said. For any 
questions, contact the offi  ce at 
540-864-6368. 

Boop was the #2 Operator at 
PSA and was known by many as 
an invaluable employee.

As he was presented the plaque, 
he was greatly appreciative, thank-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Many volunteers were responsible for bringing the Johns Creek Volunteer 
Fire Department Annual Spring fundraiser to a grand success. 

Chicken dinner fundraiser quickly sells out

When one asked, why did the 
chicken cross the road, the Johns 
Creek Volunteer Fire Department 
(JCVFD) recently replied, “To join 
our spring chicken-dinner fundraiser.” 

On April 24, the JCVFD, Craig 
County Station #1, hosted a chicken 
dinner as a major fundraiser. It aimed 
to help purchase the necessary hard-
ware needed to put their Truck #15 
into service. Doing so would meet the 
National Fire Protection Association’s 
guidelines. 

Th e truck was purchased from an 
Arizona fi re company last June.  

At the dinner, one could donate a 
small $10 and receive a plump half of 
a smoked-grilled chicken, two sides, 
a roll, a choice of many desserts to go 
with a drink.  

People started arriving before their 
5 p.m. start time and continued until 
they sold out. (I was the fi rst one in 
line this time, as they sold out last time 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Military personnel and families, we honor you during Armed Forces Month, 
and Spouse Appreciation Month. Your dedication, sacrifice and service are 
one of great reward. We thank you for standing tall to keep America free.

Armed Forces Day - bringing honor to our military families

Th ere are many quotes that can 
connect a person’s spirit with truth. 

Robert Green Ingersoll once said, 
"When the will defi es fear, when 
duty throws the gauntlet down to 
fate, when honor scorns to compro-
mise with death - that is heroism." 

Th is statement is strong and hits 
the nail on the head when it comes 
to the focus of most military person-
nel who sign up to serve our country. 
Or, to the ones who never had the 
option of years ago and were drafted.

May has been Military Apprecia-
tion Month since it was designated 
by Congress in 1999. 

Every year,  the president issues 
an annual proclamation  reminding 
Americans to celebrate this patriotic 
month that pays tribute to those 
who have sacrifi ced so much for our 
freedom.

Although the entire month is des-
ignated to honoring past and present 
military members and their families, 
there are several specifi c military 
holidays throughout Military Ap-
preciation Month itself, includ-
ing Loyalty Day, VE Day, Military 

Spouse Appreciation Day, Mother’s 
Day, Armed Forces Day and Memo-
rial Day.

One of the lesser-known Mili-
tary Appreciation Month holidays 
is  Loyalty Day, which is celebrated 
on May 1. 

Th e USO states that it was offi  -
cially designated by Congress as  “a 
special day for the reaffi  rmation of 
loyalty to the United States and for 
the recognition of the heritage of 
American freedom.”

 Loyalty Day has been marked by 
every U.S. president since 1958 with 
an offi  cial proclamation. Also, the 
fi rst Loyalty Day, then called “Amer-
icanization Day,”  was celebrated in 
1921, but was renamed  “Loyalty 
Day” by  President Eisenhower in 
1955.

Th e fi rst Military Spouse Appre-
ciation Day was observed on May 
23, 1984, and is observed now on 
May 7 to bring national attention to 
the “role that military spouses play 
in maintaining the morale of the 
military and in supporting their sig-
nifi cant others while they serve their 
country.” 

It was established by President 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Jones, page 5

before I was able to get there.)  
Treasurer Dave Barrick of the 

JCVFD said, “We had an excellent 
turnout as we sold out of our 80 
chicken dinners within 40 minutes of 
the start of this event. Come to fi nd 
out, our poultry provider accidentally 
short-changed our order by 16 dinners 
even though we could have still sold 
more than 96 dinners we planned. We 
had to turn people away through the 
rest of the evening. But this only goes 
to show the great support we have in 

our community as they continue to 
fully support John’s Creek Fire De-
partment.”

Barrick added that after the sell-
out of their last two dinners, they are 
working on a way to predetermine the 
number of meals needed so they do 
not run out for future fundraisers.

Th e chicken was prepared by a host 
of fi refi ghters who gave their time 
to ensure a tasty meal. Th is includes 

See Chicken, page 5

See Armed Forces, page 3 See Legacy, page 3
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Selects
  5. A cutting remark 
  9. Teaspoonful (abbr.)
 12. Having two units or 
parts
 13. Quality perceptible to 
the sense of taste
 14. Expression of surprise
 15. Italian Island
 16. A coarse cloth with a 
bright print
 17. Propose a price
 18. Sedimentary material
 19. Tree toad genus
 20. Passed time agreeably
 22. Custodians
 24. 3rd largest city in 
Zambia
 25. 18th Hebrew letter (var.)
 26. Coasted on ice
 27. Libyan dinar

 28. Displayed exaggerated 
emotion
 31. Andalusian Gypsy 
dances
 33. Material
 34. Article
 35. Ballplayer Ruth
 36. 5th largest Greek 
island
 39. Hand drum of No. India
 40. A style of preparing 
food
 42. Former ruler of 
Afghanistan
 43. AKA Cologne
 44. Not generally occurring
 46. Auto
 47. Print errors
 49. Interspersed among
 50. Electrocardiogram
 51. Churns

 52. Ice hockey feint
 53. Drive obliquely, as of 
a nail
 54. Dried leaves of the hemp 
plant
 55. Ardour
CLUES DOWN
  1. Lyric poems
  2. Hungarian sheep dog 
(var. sp.)
  3. A pad of writing paper
  4. Lists of candidates
  5. Base, basket and foot
  6. Samoan capital
  7. Mythological bird
  8. Urban row houses
  9. Sensationalist journalism
 10. Carried on the arm to 
intercept blows
 11. Estrildid finch genus
 13. PA 18840

 16. S.W. English town & 
cheese
 21. Runs disconnected
 23. Mourners
 28. Old world, new
 29. Atomic #25
 30. Sweet potato wind instru-
ment
 31. Legend
 32. 3rd tone of the scale
 33. Russian jeweler Peter Carl
 35. Capital of Mali
 36. Extremist sects
 37. Violent denunciation
 38. Tooth covering
 39. Music term for silence
 40. Smoldering embers
 41. Writer Jong
 43. Actor Kristofferson
 45. Adam and Eve’s 1st home
 48. Fish eggs
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. For 
more information, call (540) 
864-8978 or visit  www.
craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 

p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, 
located at 282 Salem Ave, 
is pastored by Sheldon 

Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., 
with communion at each, 
and is on Facebook live 
at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. 
For more information, 
contact (540) 864-8686 
or send an email to 
stjohnnewcastle@tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 

cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden 
Club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 

shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

SATURDAY, MAY 15 

From 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m., Upper Craig Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department 
will host a drive through 
fundraiser which will include 
two hot dogs, chips, dessert 
and a drink for just a $10 
donation. Also available will 
be a 50/50 drawing. Tickets 
are six for $5. The Fire Dept 
is located approximately 10 
minutes from Route 311 
on 621.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Rally held outside Sen. Mark Warner’s office

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Blue Ridge and New River Valley Chapters of Democratic Socialists of America held a May Day rally outside of Mark Warner's office to pressure him to sign the Protect the 
Right to Organize Act. A social was held after at Washington Park in Northwest Roanoke. Interested individuals can contact blueridgedsa@gmail.com for more information. 

Electric Co-ops award more than $60,000 in scholarships
The Education Scholarship 

Foundation of the Virginia, 
Maryland and Delaware As-
sociation of Electric Coop-
eratives recently announced 
that it has awarded more than 
$60,000 in college scholar-
ships to deserving students for 
the 2021-22 school year.

The recipients are students 
whose parents live in areas 
served by electric cooperatives 
in the three states. 

“We commend these stu-

dents on their outstanding 
academic achievements,”  said 
Russell G. “Rusty” Brown, 
chair of the Education Schol-
arship Foundation Board and 
vice chairman of the board of 
directors at Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative. “Our 
electric cooperatives are de-
lighted to provide support 
to these worthy students, as 
they represent a future gener-
ation of leaders in their com-
munities.”

The Foundation awarded 
Worth Hudson Scholarships 
of $1,000 each to 57 students. 
They are named in honor of 
Hudson, the first chairman 
of the Education Scholarship 
Foundation Board and former 
chairman of the board of di-
rectors of Mecklenburg Elec-
tric Cooperative. 

The Foundation also ap-
proved three co-op-specific 
scholarships. A Gertrude 
Winston Memorial Scholar-

ships in the amount of $1,000 
was awarded to a student in 
the Rappahannock Electric 
Cooperative service territory. 
The program was established 
in memory of the mother of 
longtime REC board member 
Richard Oliver.

The C. D Hypes Memorial 
Scholarship in the amount of 
$1,500 was awarded to a stu-
dent in the Craig-Botetourt 
Electric Cooperative service 
territory. Hypes was an edu-

cator and a board member at 
CBEC, based in New Castle. 

A Cook Scholarship of 
$1,000 was awarded to a stu-
dent in the Delaware Electric 
Cooperative service territory, 
donated by DEC members 
Larry and Leslie Cook.

The Foundation also 
awarded a special scholar-
ship in memory of the late 
Bill Sherrod, longtime edi-

See Electric, page 3
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tor of  Cooperative Liv-
ing  magazine, to a stu-
dent from Choptank 
Electric Cooperative in 
Maryland, who is plan-
ning to major in English 
and pursue a career as a 
writer and author.

Since 2001, the Foun-
dation has provided ap-
proximately 780 schol-
arships totaling more 
than $800,000 to aspiring 
college students as well as 
to the next generation of 
electric lineworkers.

“Electric coopera-
tives have a long com-
mitment of supporting 
education as a way of 
fostering leadership and 
enhancing the quality of 
life in the communities 
that we serve,” said Brian 
Mosier, president and 
CEO of the Coopera-
tive Association. “We’re 

Electric from page 2

Every Craig County adult is now eligible for COVID vaccine shots

On April 6, President Joe 
Biden directed all states to have 
every adult eligible for a vac-
cine by the end of the month. 
Recently, Governor Ralph 
Northam said that the state is 
on track to get fi rst doses to ev-
ery adult who wants one in the 
coming weeks. As quickly as 
they are provided by the federal 
government, Virginia is admin-
istering vaccine doses. 

“Over the past few months, 
we have made tremendous 
progress vaccinating Virgin-
ians as quickly, safely, and 
equitably as possible, and 
we need to keep up the good 
work,” said Northam. 

He added, “With COV-
ID-19 cases on the rise in many 
parts of Virginia and across the 

country, it is important that 
everyone has an opportunity 
to make a vaccination appoint-
ment. If you are over 16 and 
want to get a safe and eff ective 
vaccine, please make a plan to 
get your shot. Th e more people 
who get vaccinated, the faster 
we can end this pandemic and 
get back to our normal lives.”

According to data from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, an average of 
2.9 million shots a day are be-
ing administered nationwide. 
Currently, there are three vac-
cine brands available in Vir-
ginia: the two-dose Pfi zer and 
Moderna and one dose John-
son & Johnson. Based on ex-
tensive reviews of the Pfi zer 
vaccine, some people may feel 
temporarily side eff ects such as 
a fever or headache after receiv-
ing it. Th e Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine was temporarily paused 
earlier this year while a poten-
tial link to very rare blood clots 
was investigated. 

Th e number of Virginians 
who have been vaccinated since 
January has risen signifi cantly. 
As of press time Tuesday morn-
ing, roughly half of the state’s 
population have received at 
least one vaccine shot and more 
than a million Virginians have 
been fully vaccinated.

Although Virginia has 
opened eligibility to all adults, 
that doesn’t mean that every-
one will receive a vaccine in the 
foreseeable future. Roanoke 
Valley resident Ashley Clark, 
a nurse, said she has encoun-
tered quite a few families that 
are divided about the vaccine. 

“Some people I’ve spoken to 
understandably so have ques-
tions. Some of them are scared. 

Others have been given false 
information. I regularly en-
courage people to think about 
the potential risks to others by 
remaining unvaccinated. Th e 
process is safe. We are so close 
to reaching our ultimate goal, 
so let’s continue,” she said. 

All adult Craig County resi-
dents can register to get vacci-
nated at vaccinate.virginia.gov. 
Every vaccine is free of immi-
gration status and health insur-
ance. Any individual registered 
under phase 2 that doesn’t 
want to wait for the state to 
contact them is encouraged to 
regularly check for appoint-
ments at pharmacies like CVS 
and Walgreens. Th rough the 
state health department’s web-
site, non-English speakers can 
also make appointments. 

Recently, Governor Northam 
shared a video encouraging 

residents seeking a vaccination 
opportunity to use the new 
Vaccinate Virginia website or 
the statewide call center to fi nd 
vaccine providers. 

“Th e COVID-19 vaccine 
is the light at the end of the 
tunnel - and that light is get-
ting brighter every day as more 
and more Virginians get vacci-
nated,” he said. “We continue 
to work with diverse provid-
ers and community partners 
across the Commonwealth to 
distribute vaccines in a fair 
and equitable way. Expanding 
vaccine eligibility to all adults 
marks an important milestone 
in our ongoing eff orts to put 
this pandemic behind us, and 
I thank all of the public health 
staff , health care workers, vac-
cinators and volunteers who 
have helped make this pos-
sible.”

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN
Area residents waiting in line to get a vaccine shot at 
the Salem Civic Center last month. Health experts conversing amongst each other. A VDH employee administering a vaccine on a senior.  

extremely proud to be 
able to help these deserv-
ing young people from 
electric cooperative ser-
vice areas continue  their 
education, whether at a 

college or university, or 
in learning a trade.”

-Submitted by Steven 
Johnson, Vice President of 

Communications

Ronald Reagan and later 
made into an annual obser-
vance by Secretary of De-
fense Casper Weinberger. 

VE Day, or “Victory in 
Europe Day,” marked the 
end of World War II in Eu-
rope. Th ough VE Day was 
75 years ago, many WWII 
veterans and civilians still 
remember it well and hon-
or that day. 

Americans celebrate 
Armed Forces Day annu-
ally on the third Saturday 
of May. It is a day to pay 
tribute to men and women 
who serve in any of the 
United States Armed Forc-
es - Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard.

History shares that “It 
was designed to expand 
public understanding of 
what type of job is per-
formed and the role of the 
military in civilian life. It 
was a day for the military 
to show state-of-the-art 
equipment to the civilian 
population they were pro-

tecting. And it was a day 
to honor and acknowledge 
the people of the Armed 
Forces of the United 
States.”

Most importantly, 
Armed Forces Day is the 
proper day to honor all of 
the men and women cur-
rently serving as well as 
those who have served and 
sacrifi ced to defend our 
freedom.

Armed Forces Day was 
created on August 31, 
1949, by the Secretary of 
Defense, Louis Johnson, 
to replace separate Army, 
Navy and Air Force Days. 
It is believed that the “event 
stemmed from the Armed 
Forces’ unifi cation under 
one Department of De-
fense by President Harry 
S. Truman when he signed 
the National Security Act 
into law on July 26, 1947.”

In Truman’s proclama-
tion, he called upon fellow 
citizens to “display the fl ag 
of the United States at their 
homes  on Armed Forces 

Day and to  participate in 
exercises expressive of our 
recognition  of the skill, 
gallantry, and uncompro-
mising devotion to duty 
characteristic of the Armed 
Forces in the carrying out 
of their missions.”

Th e fi rst Armed Forces 
Day was celebrated on May 
20, 1950. Th e annual Army 
Day Parade held in Wash-
ington, D.C., during the 
fi rst week of April was re-
placed by an Armed Forces 
Day Parade held during the 
third week of May.

Th is year, the Mission 
BBQ at Towers Mall is 
honoring all Veterans and 
Active military by off ering 
free sandwiches for each 
military branch the week 
of Armed Forces Day: May 
10 (Army), May 11 (Ma-
rines), May 12 (Navy), 
May 13 (Air Force and 
Space Force) and May 14 
(Coast Guard). 

One of our residents, 
Pete Cranwell, served in 
the US Navy for four years 

Armed Forces from page 1

as an Electronics Techni-
cian aboard USS Newport 
News in the Atlantic Fleet. 

“I managed repair and 
operation of communica-
tion and electronic coun-
termeasures equipment,” 
he shared. “Serving in the 
Navy gave me the oppor-
tunity to serve my country 
and respond to the mili-
tary draft. It also gave me 
the opportunity to work 
in the fi eld of electronics 
communication which was 
my interest.”

Cranwell was a licensed 
Amateur Radio operator 
who worked part-time re-
pairing WW2 surplus elec-
tronic equipment in his 
hometown. 

“I had experience with 
military electronic equip-
ment, and thought I could 
use this to advantage in the 
Navy,” he added. “I chose 
to enlist rather than be 
drafted so I could pick my 

branch of service and po-
tential job category.”

During his four-year 
deployment, his ship re-
sponded to the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in 1962. 

“Th e ship I was on in-
tercepted the Soviet ship 
Labinsk, which was carry-
ing nuclear missiles bound 
for Cuba.  I worked with 
CIA personnel to detect 
and prove nuclear radia-
tion emanating from the 
Labinsk’s cargo,” Cranwell 
explained. “As part of the 
encounter, we came very 
close to all-out Nuclear 
war.  Our ship was under 
surveillance by a Rus-
sian Submarine, B-59, 
equipped with Nuclear 
torpedoes which thought 
WW3 had started. As they 
were out of communica-
tion with Moscow and they 
thought a war had started, 
they were very close to 
launching a nuclear attack 

on our fl eet.”
Cranwell added, “I 

wanted to serve my coun-
try in a way that I could 
contribute what I already 
knew and what I had a 
strong desire to do.” 

Th omas Campbell once 
wrote, “Th e patriot's blood 
is the seed of freedom's 
tree." 

Th e men and women 
of Craig County who have 
served our community and 
our country are to be hon-
ored for their dedication, 
service and some, for their 
lives. 

To them and their fami-
lies, Craig County sends 
our heartfelt appreciation 
to you for caring, respond-
ing to your call of duty 
and upholding the greatest 
privilege known to man, 
“freedom.” We covet ours 
and thank you for fi ght-
ing for us, to keep it in the 
United States of America. 

Legacy from page 1

Hodge’s new store has many items, including glassware, 
guns, jewelry and household items - both new and 
antique, as well as additional items. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Hodge’s daughter, Elizabeth Mabes, has a little room where she is selling her 
handmade items.

prep all items and the loca-
tion before the day of sale.” 

He noted that they have a 
large mailing list as well as a 
wide online presence. 

Hodge did note that, “If 
we are having an auction, 
the store may be closed but 
we will post the informa-
tion on Facebook. If you’ve 
never been to an auction, try 
it once. We usually have a 
blast. God Bless the citizens 
of Craig.”

Everyone is invited to stop 
by his new business. “You 
don’t have to buy, just come 
visit,” he said. “We are open 
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. You can contact us at 
540-765-7181.” 



Page 4 • Wednesday, May 12, 2021 • The New Castle Record www.ourvalley.org

The New Castle Record (USPS 378-080) is published weekly for $44 a year 
in Craig County, $48 elsewhere in Virginia, and $52 out of state by Virginia 
Media Inc., 1633 W Main St., Salem, VA 24153. Periodical postage paid at 
New Castle, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE NEW CAS-
TLE RECORD 1633 W. Main St., Salem, Va. 24153

The New Castle Record encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the community and responses to our 
articles and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone 
number where you can be reached to be considered for publica-
tion. All letters will be verified before publication. The Record re-
serves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style. News of public interest is solicited from 
all sections of the county.

Give us your view: newcastle@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: 540-389-9355

Michael Showell, Publisher ........................................................................
Shawn Nowlin, Editor ...................................shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
Brian Hoffman, Sports Editor ...............................bhoffman@ourvalley.org
Lynn Hurst, General Manager .................................... lhurst@ourvalley.org
Randy Thompson Advertising Consultant ...............advertise@ourvalley.org

USPS 378-080

(540) 389-9355

1633 W. Main St. 

Salem, VA 24153

www.ourvalley.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTORY

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

WWW.GUTHRIEINSURANCEVA.COM
GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
LICENSED IN VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON
OWNER/AGENT
ANGIE@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

LEANN CROY
OFFICE MANAGER/CSR

LEANN@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

GUTHRIE INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

Need a quote or policy information?
TEXT to our NEW NUMBER
(540-468-2970 (text only)

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

207 Main Street, New Castle • (540) 864-6688

Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home

SIGN IN AT THE GUEST BOOK 
AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.
• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

OPINION

Mr. Charlie Hutton 

Come and check out your Library

When was the last time 
you visited your local pub-
lic library? You may have 
forgotten what an awesome 
place it is. Next time you’re 
at the library, check out 
these ten great features:

Book Banquet
How many books can 

you check out at your lo-
cal library? You might be 
surprised to learn that you 
can have several books at 
one time. You can read the 
entire Hunger Games series 
in one weekend!

Offi  ce, Anyone?
Besides books, libraries 

off er the use of offi  ce equip-
ment. Your librarian can 
help you use a high-quality 

copier, fax machine or scan-
ner. Your librarian can help 
you fi nd tax forms, create 
resumes or access GED 
materials.

Desirable Discards
When libraries acquire 

new books, they discard 
older ones to make room. 
Th is is great news for you! 
You can buy these books 
and movies at extremely 
discounted prices. Th e 
Book Barns behind the li-

brary are fi lled with donat-
ed books you can browse 
anytime.

Irresistible Events
Story time hours for kids 

aren’t the only events that 
libraries host. Local librar-
ies have cool educational 
opportunities for patrons 
of all ages. What programs 
would you like to see your 
library host?

Free Internet
Libraries are equipped 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

with Wi-Fi. What if you 
don’t have your own device? 
Often, you can connect to 
the internet from one of the 
library’s public computers. 
You can check out a Hot 
Spot to take home, in case 
you do not have internet.

Interlibrary Loan
Libraries are like per-

sonal book genies. Instead 
of rubbing a lamp to sum-
mon the genie, you submit 
a request for the book you 
want. Th e library will bor-
row the book from another 
library and call you when it 
arrives.

Other Stuff  People Like
Books aren’t the only 

thing bookworms enjoy. 
Your library lends movies, 
music, audiobooks, and a 
telescope! What would you 
like to check out? Let us 
know.

Fine Fines
Unlike other kinds of 

fi nes, library charges for 
late materials usually accrue 
in small increments. Librar-

ies often use the money 
from fi nes to fund events 
and purchase of new items. 
Th ink of your late fees as a 
donation to a great cause.

Online Resources
Libraries have a web-

page. Why not visit your 
library’s website now? You 
may even discover that your 
library card gives you ac-
cess to services off ered like 
Rocket languages and on-
line classes for certifi cation!

Volunteer Opportuni-
ties

If you want to learn how 
a library works, volunteer 
to help. Library helpers of 
all ages gain valuable work 
experience and have the 
satisfaction of lending a 
helping hand. Do you have 
a couple of hours that you 
can spend supporting your 
local library? It looks great 
on your resume, too!

Th en, thank a librarian 
and your library volunteers 
for making libraries such 
amazing places!

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Th e toll of COVID-19

In all of the discus-
sions around the toll 
of COVID-19 on the 
physical health of our 
communities, an aspect 
that deserves equal at-
tention is the toll it has 
taken on mental health. 
Kaiser Family Founda-
tion, a nonprofit health 
research organization, 
reports that during the 
pandemic about four in 
ten adults in the Unit-
ed States have reported 
symptoms of anxiety or 
depressive disorder, up 
from one in ten adults 
who reported these 
symptoms from January 
to June 2019*. 

Whether you have ex-
perienced COVID-19 
symptoms yourself or 
not, it is likely that the 
impact of the pandemic, 
such as closures or loss 
of income, have affected 
you and your loved ones. 
Sweeping social isola-

tion resulting from nec-
essary safety measures 
have added to worry 
and stress. Symptoms 
of increased depression, 
anxiety, distress and in-
creases in alcohol and 
substance use have been 
more widespread since 
the pandemic began. 

Still, there are reasons 
to have hope that we are 
turning the corner on 
this long, tough year. 
Just last week some good 
news came to light, our 
local new case counts 
had dropped to below 
200. This means that 
fewer people were in-
fected in one week than 
any week since early 
fall. We have hope that 
if we continue to follow 
the safety precautions in 
place and if even more 
people become vacci-
nated, we will keep the 
momentum going in the 
right direction.

Here are some tips to 
consider in order to take 
care of yourself, now 
more than ever:

•Make time to un-
wind from stressful 
activities. Find a little 
time each week to do 

activities that you enjoy.
•Connect with oth-

ers. Call a friend or 
family member to chat. 

•Continue with rou-
tine preventive mea-
sures (physical distanc-
ing and wearing a mask 
in public) to safeguard 
your health. 

•Create routines 
for yourself and your 
household. Routine and 
ritual are restorative 
to us. Our brain wants 
predictable activity so 
we can relax our vigilant 
nervous system.

•Get enough sleep. If 
you are having trouble 
sleeping at night, set 
aside some “worry time” 
during the day to write 
down your concerns. 
Writing them down 
helps to keep your brain 
from endlessly cycling 
through your list of 
worries.

•Treat yourself to 
healthful foods, head 
outdoors, and get mov-
ing. A simple walk in 
your neighborhood each 
day can do wonders to 
lift your spirits and im-
prove your baseline fit-
ness.

•Find ways to laugh. 
Humor is a wonder-
ful coping mechanism. 
Tune in to a favorite TV 
show or connect with 
a friend who brightens 
your mood.

Many in our com-
munities have faced and 
continue to face serious 
challenges that can be 
stressful, overwhelm-
ing, and cause strong 
emotions in adults and 
children. It is normal 
to experience a range of 
emotional responses in-
cluding grief, loss, and 
mourning. But learning 
to cope with stress in a 
healthy way will make 
you, the people you care 
about, and those around 
you become more re-
silient. Whether you 
are on the frontlines 
or the sidelines, being 
kind and taking care of 
yourself can help you be 
compassionate with and 
support others.

*https://www.kff.org/
coronavirus-covid-19/
issue-brief/the-implica-
tions-of-covid-19-for-
mental-health-and-sub-
stance-use/

Dr. Cynthia 
Morrow

Roanoke City and Alleghany 
Health Districts Health Director

Email letters to the editor 
to shawn.nowlin@

ourvalley.org



The New Castle Record • Wednesday, May 12, 2021 • Page 5www.ourvalley.org

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OBITUARY
Huff man, Wilma

On Friday, May 7, 
Wilma Huff man of New 
Castle said “goodbye for 
now” to the people she 
loved the most and was 
reunited with the love of 
her life. A beautiful, self-
less angel here on earth, 
she has truly earned her 
wings.

Wilma was born on 
May 5, 1952. She married 
her sweetheart when she 
was 18 and immediately 
started a family. She poured her heart 
and soul into her children, and later, 
her grandchildren. Th ere’s no doubt 
she will be missed by all who knew her.

Wilma was joined in heaven by her 
husband of nearly 48 years, Gary Huff -
man and her daughter-in-law, Melissa 
Huff man. She was also predeceased 
by her brother, James Horn; brother-
in-law, Billy Huff man; father, Arthur 
Horn; father and mother-in-law, Bill 
Huff man and Maude Cole; her beau-
tiful grandmother, Sarah Horn and 
many others.

Left to cherish her 
memory are her chil-
dren, Sammy Huff man, 
Danielle and Tim Snid-
er, Lindsay Huff man, 
and Tina and Walt 
Raines; her precious 
grandchildren, Hannah 
McCray and Saman-
tha Huff man, Dustin, 
Tessa, and Erin Snider, 
Chase and Will Huff -
man, and Daniel and 
Allison Raines; her par-

ents, Buck and Ruby Gibson; brothers 
and sisters, Talmage Horn, Billy and 
Donna Horn, Anita and Dennis Giv-
ens, Wanda and Dale Scott, and Ellen 
Horn; and many nieces and nephews 
that she loved dearly.

On Monday, May 10, we laid our 
precious mother, nana, daughter, sis-
ter, aunt, and friend to rest. Due to 
COVID restrictions, a private grave-
side service was held with Pastor Don 
Brown offi  ciating.

Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 
Home. www.paitselfh.com

Johnny Beane, Gary Wade, 
JB Beane, Andrew Huff -
man, Jerry Russo, Daniel 
Torrence and Jessica Knight.

Many people not only 
purchased their dinners, 
but also gave contributions. 
“So far, we received about 
$4,000 in meals and dona-
tions that will go towards 
Truck #15,” Barrick said.  

However, they have since 
discovered that the truck has 
a “major” problem of over-
heating, thus needing thou-
sands of additional dollars of 
work. 

Barrick explained, “As 
you know, buying used 

equipment can usually be a 
great value if you can fi nd 
something in good condi-
tion. We have been slowly 
working with Truck #15 
and noticed the Jake brake 
was not functioning prop-
erly, which is a major re-
quirement for traveling our 
mountain roads.”  

Also, while idling, it was 
noted a puddle of oil devel-
oped under the truck, which 
is never a good sign. “We 
took the truck to Western 
Branch Diesel for an esti-
mate and found the engine 
had experienced a major 
overheat condition with the 

previous owner,” he said. 
“Th is was never disclosed to 
us by the seller and now we 
are looking at a major engine 
rebuild that will run over 
several thousands of dollars. 
It needs new heads, and the 
cylinders require a rebuild 
kit and an Engine Control 
Module with many other 
items that go along with a 
major rebuild.”

Th is is an expense they 
did not anticipate at all. 
However, they are moving 
forward with the repairs 
“since we have a lot of mon-
ey invested in this truck to 
date.”

Jones from page 1

Chicken from page 1

ing everyone. “Th is plaque is so 
nice,” he said with a smile. 

Shared Donnie Jones, Ad-
ministrator and Operator, 
“Boop has worn many hats 
for the Services Authority. His 
dedication to the PSA’s cus-
tomers and to his job will be 
missed and not easily replaced.  
I wish him the best and hope 
he will fi nd more enjoyable 
things to do and relax at.”

Quickly following Jones was 
Suzanne Gans, PSA Secretary, 
who said the following, “In 
August on 2012, a gentleman 
greeted me with a soft smile, 
and a railroad hat. I thought 
he was the coolest person ever! 
He just looked at me said, ‘Hi, 
I’m Boop, nice to meet you, 
you’re going to fi t in just fi ne.’ 
After that, we developed one 
of the best and most enjoyable 
long-lasting friendships that 
will never be forgotten. Boop 
is going to be to a very hard 
employee to replace, he did 
many things at the PSA. Many 
things that most places of em-
ployment would have several 
other employees do the job for. 
He never complained and was 
always ready to work, to help 

anyone that needed it. When 
he did his job, it was always 
done correctly the fi rst time. If 
someone did not do it the way 
it was supposed to be done, 
he would make us redo it. He 
took pride in his work and that 
was just his work ethic. Hard 
work, dedication, and commit-
ment.” 

Gans added, “I would often 
have to bring my children to 
work, and he would love see-
ing them, ask about how they 
were doing and, give hunt-
ing advice. His wife, Kathy, 
always made the most won-
derful, sweet treats for Boop. 
He would always share, and 
of course, my children never 
turned one down. It’s hard to 
come to work every day know-
ing we are not going to see 
Boop. Th at smile and often a 
funny remark about something 
he has to do for the day. How-
ever, I wish him all the happi-
ness in the world. He deserves 
to spend his time enjoying the 
peacefulness of his homeplace, 
the nature and wildlife that 
surrounds it, his two absolutely 
entertaining cats Pooh and Ra-
dar, and most importantly his 

loving wife Kathy.  No one can 
replace Boop Jones, and I will 
enjoy all the memories I have 
made with him over the last 
ten years. Anyone who knows 
Boop can’t help but be instant-
ly attached to his personal-
ity, kindness and hardworking 
work ethic.”

“I wish to thank Boop 
for his decades of service to 
the Craig-New Castle PSA, 
through which he has been an 
invaluable asset to the organi-
zation and our community,” 
Jordan Labiosa, PSA Chairman 
said. “With limited budgets, 
sometimes organizations must 
rely on a small staff  of uniquely 
qualifi ed individuals who must 
be well-versed in a wide array 
of talents and skillsets. During 
Boop’s service to the PSA, he 
has gone above and beyond, 
engaging all aspects of his life 
experience  to deliver exempla-
ry results.” 

Board member Tommy 
Zimmerman added, “Boop is 
going to be missed by all of 
PSA family. You could turn 
him loose on a job alone and 
he would work until the job 
was fi nished.  Th e thing I will 

miss the most about Boop is 
his sense of humor. Under the 
worst of circumstances, Boop 
would fi nd something to crack 
a joke about. Enjoy retire-
ment Boop.” 

“As a citizen of the New 
Castle-Craig County commu-
nity and also the Craig New 
Castle PSA Board, I person-
ally thank Ronald Boop Jones 
for over 21 years of service to 
make our lives easier with all 
our conveniences he has helped 
us to be able to enjoy.  I wish 
him all the best in his retire-
ment,” Board member Steven 
Tate added.  

Betty Wolfe worked at the 
PSA as a secretary when Boop 
fi rst arrived. “I worked with 
Boop for several years, and it 
was always a pleasure. He was 
so dependable, never wanted 
to miss a day’s work for being 
sick, and never wanting to take 
time off . He was a valuable 
employee, doing his everyday 
duties and keeping the vehicles 
and equipment running. He 
will be missed. I hope the next 
phase of his life will bring him 
all that he seeks and more.”

Before working at PSA, 

Boop worked at the Muffl  er 
Shop and the New Castle Exx-
on as well as odd jobs at Craig 
County Automotive and other 
places. But now, he said he is 
ready to retire. 

When Boop was asked if he 
was indeed ready to retire, he 
responded with a quick and 
adamant, “Yeah! I’m ready to 
go fi shing!” 

Kathy shared that she 
bought him a new fi shing pole, 
tackle box and even fi lled it 
up for him with new lures and 
bait. Th ough, she did shake her 
head yes when someone asked 
if she had a honey-do list ready. 

Later Boop added, “I’m go-
ing to do something, piddle a 
little maybe.” 

On May 20, Boop and 
Kathy will celebrate 32 years of 
marriage. 

“I am so glad he is getting 
to retire. He has always worked 
a full-time job and usually a 
couple of part-time jobs all 
the time. He deserves time for 
him,” Kathy added with a grin. 
“We have been talking about 
a few things he can now do at 
home now that he has time. He 
agreed and said, ‘Yes, dear.”

“Th is expense does place 
a burden on our operating 
budget, but we feel Truck 
#15 will bring a greater value 
to the community,” Barrick 
added. “So, we will get it 
fi xed and fully functional as 
soon as possible.”

Th e JCVFD shared that 
they originally formed their 
unit to provide fi re protec-
tion and suppression to the 
immediate community. “We 
work with county and fed-
eral governments to suppress 
man-made or natural fi res 
which occur within Craig 
County or in adjacent lo-
calities,” they shared. “Our 
funding comes mainly from 
donations and fundraising 
events that is supported by 
our community.”

Last summer and fall, 
donations helped them pur-
chase a 1989 Pierce Pumper/
Tanker truck and with the 
construction of the new bay 
to house the large truck. 
Th ose exhausted all their 
funds. 

Th eir fall spaghetti dinner 
exceeded their expectation 
with overwhelming partici-
pation with 102 meals sold. 
(However, they fell short of 
meeting their goal on the 
raffl  e.)

In addition, for truck #15 
they are still in need of items 
like: required hose sizes and 
lengths, nozzles and tools, as 
well as new safety items that 
are required. “Th is could take 
many months and many 
thousands of dollars and up 
to a year, depending on avail-
able funding and the success 
of the fundraisers,” Barrick 
said. 

Th ey have signed up with 
Amazon, which provides 
a way where the fi re de-
partment can receive a 0.5 
percent donation for every 
eligible product by using the 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The fundraiser chicken dinner included half of a plump 
chicken, two sides, a roll, homemade dessert and a 
drink for only $10. 

smile.amazon.com website. 
Th ey hope this new option 
will bring in more donations. 

Once on the website, 
search for the Johns Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department 
in New Castle, in the “Start 
by Picking Your Charity” 
fi eld, or people may use this 
address which takes them 
directly to their donation 
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/54-1438046. 

If anyone would like to 
mail a donation, the address 
is the Johns Creek VFD, 
116 Dicks Creek Road, New 
Castle, Virginia 24127. John-
ny Beane is President and 
Jonathan Huff man is Chief. 
Contact them at: jcvfd101@
gmail.com for any questions.

“We truly appreciate all 
the fi nancial support you 
provide us in an eff ort to 
ensure our community is 
protected to the best of our 
ability,” the team shared. “Ev-

ery contribution is utilized 
to ensure our organization is 
ready to support you in case 
of an emergency.”

Th ey added, “We just 
want to say thank you to all 
of those who contributed 
and supported this event. 
Th is includes the fi refi ghter, 
their spouses and partners 
who helped cook side dishes 
and serve our hunger sup-
porters.”
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STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states.   Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

AD NETWORK

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Yard Sales - Salem

Large Church & 
Multi Family  

Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use DD-33  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000419-00 

NOTICE OF 
ELECTION 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 

Help Wanted - 
General

JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

SUPERVISOR 

Full-time Assistant 
Commonwealth's 
Attorney/Juvenile 

and Domestic 
Relations Court 

Prosecutor.  

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

 Life Center of 
Galax  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20000449-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

ABC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  
ADS

terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and 
power your home. Full in-
stallation services available. 
$0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners.  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net 

RECRUITMENT 

HIRING? We can help you fi ll 
your open positions! Promote 
job listings statewide! Aff ord-
able Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reaching job 
seekers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member.  HYPERLINK 
“https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other fi nal expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    @SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Live the Life!

With a focus to encourage vibrant 
living and individual wellness, 2021 
brings exciting new senior apartment 
options and convenient Town Center 
amenities catered to those looking for an active, independent lifestyle 
to Richfield’s Salem Campus. 

Join our vibrant Independent Living community!
New options at Richfield include The Villas and 
Lake Retreat apartments, both now leasing! You 
can put your own sense of style on any of our 
comfortable, convenient floor plans and enjoy 

maintenance-free living. 

Our beautiful surroundings, combined with 
a broad range of services and 
accommodations, provide a setting where 
individuals become members of a secure, 
supportive, and active community. 

Add in a convenient, amenities-rich Town Center and a robust 
Richfield social calendar, and you’ll have every opportunity for a 
joy-filled lifestyle. Additionally, should your health or the health of a 
loved one change, you’ll have access to a full continuum of health 
care services without leaving the Richfield campus. 

540.380.4500  

YOUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT SENIOR L IV ING COMMUNITY

Community Highlights

Town Center
24-hour Wellness Studio
Restaurant-style and casual
dining venues
Salon/Spa
Community room with
scheduled activities
Chapel

Outpatient therapy with salt 
water pool
Gift shop
Outdoor walking paths on
52-acre campus
Underground heated parking
Retail and restaurants nearby

Softball team drops games to Parry McCluer, Eastern Montgomery

Th e Craig County softball 
team had a tough week as the 
Rockets dropped two games to 
Pioneer District rivals. Craig 
fell to Parry McCluer, 17-3, and 
Eastern Montgomery, 15-1.

Th e Rockets jumped up ear-
ly against Parry McCluer. Th e 

Rockets were the home team 
and scored three times in the 
bottom of the fi rst for a 3-2 lead. 
However, it was short-lived.

“Parry McCluer changed 
pitchers in the second, and we 
just couldn’t get it going against 
her,” said coach Elaina Wolf-

eCarper.
Sara Jones pitched the en-

tire game against the Blues and 
started the game against East 
Mont in Elliston. She had eight 
strikeouts against Parry McClu-
er and fi ve against the Mustangs 
before she was relieved by Han-

nah Ratliff , who fanned two 
East Mont batters.

At the plate, Jones had a 
single and a triple against Parry 
McCluer and scored one of the 
runs along with Lily Hutchi-
son and Ratliff . Lily, Hannah 
and Chasity Wolfe had the only 

hits against East Mont and Lily 
scored the run.

Now 1-3, the Rockets were 
scheduled to play at Covington 
on Monday. Th ey’re off  for the 
rest of the week, returning to the 
diamond next Monday, May 17, 
at Narrows.

Craig County soccer team wins second in a row

Parry McCluer scored fi rst but Craig 
County answered with four goals to 
defeat the visiting Blues in soccer last 
Th ursday. Th e Rockets won 4-1 on New 
Castle’s Mitchell Field.

“I’m glad they scored fi rst because it 
woke us up,” said Craig coach Robin 
Nobles. “After that we played well.”

Dalton Henderson had a hat trick, 
scoring three of Craig’s goals. Lucas Tay-
lor had the other as the Rockets played 
with 10, then nine players due to inju-
ries. Clayton Owens, one of Craig’s best 
defenders, injured his ankle in an au-
tomobile accident and was out for that 

game and a few more.
“We were down to nine but we were 

still able to score a couple more goals,” 
said Nobles.

With the win the Rockets improved to 
2-0 overall. Th ey were scheduled to play 
at Covington on Tuesday, and next Tues-
day, May 18, the Rockets are at Narrows 
for a rematch of their 1-0 win in New 
Castle.

“I’m taking the administration with 
us,” said Nobles. “Th e last time we 
played Narrows it was a very physical 
game. Th ey played dirty and I’m worried 
it’s going to happen again.”

Salem Red Sox, Virginia Tech 
School of Communication Team Up
VT School of Communication to broadcast 
2021 Salem Red Sox home games

Th e  Salem  Red  Sox  have teamed 
up with the Virginia Tech School 
of Communication to broadcast all 
2021 Red Sox home games. 

Kevin DiDomenico, a junior Sports 
Media & Analytics Major at Virginia 
Tech, will serve as broadcaster for Sa-
lem baseball this season. 

He is currently the broadcast coordi-
nator of 3304 Sports and the home radio 
voice for men’s and women’s basketball at 
Radford University. Kevin served as the 
2019 road voice for the Pulaski Yankees, 
the advanced rookie league affi  liate of 
the New York Yankees. He also serves as 
a play-by-play broadcaster for the ACC 
Network Extra for Virginia Tech baseball, 
lacrosse, soccer, and softball. 

“I am thrilled to be joining such a sto-
ried organization,” said DiDomenico. “I 
look forward to telling the story of the 
2021 season to all of  Red  Sox  nation 
and after missing a full season, I’m ex-
cited to getting back behind the mic - I 
know  Sox  fans look forward to getting 
back to Salem Memorial ballpark.” 

3304 Sports is the multi-media on-
line platform for student sports journal-
ism and the digital home of JMC 3304, 
the Sports Play-by-Play class at Virginia 
Tech. Members of the 3304 Sports team 
cover major college sporting events, giv-
ing them the opportunity to learn and 
grow in a professional environment. 

Sports Media & Analytics students 
at Virginia Tech study sports journalism 
and work in the school’s digital broadcast 
studio, newsroom, and media lab. Stu-

dents learn in real-world environments 
through extensive fi eld work on campus 
and at stadiums and arenas throughout 
the ACC and the country. 

“We are thrilled that our talented 
students in Sports Media and Analytics 
will have this opportunity with the  Sa-
lem  Red  Sox  this upcoming season and 
in the years to come,” said Robert E. 
Denton Jr., director of the School of 
Communication. “Th e Sports Media and 
Analytics program continues to see rapid 
growth since it offi  cially became a major 
in 2020. Th is is just another example of 
the exciting experiential activities avail-
able to our students in the School of 
Communication.”

“Th e best classroom is a baseball sta-
dium,” said ESPN and Westwood One 
broadcaster Bill Roth, who serves as a Pro-
fessor of Practice in Virginia Tech’s School 
of Communication. “We’re excited that 
undergraduate students in our SMA pro-
gram will have the opportunity to broad-
cast professional baseball in Salem and to 
learn, grow and develop their skills as part 
of the Red Sox organization.” 

Th e 2021  Salem  Red  Sox  Opening 
Day is set for May 11th. Games will be 
aired on streaming services and MiLB.
com. 

“We are very excited to partner with 
Virginia Tech School of Communication 
during the 2021 season,” said General 
Manager, Allen Lawrence. “Th is collabo-
ration is a great opportunity for students 
in the program and a perfect fi t for pro-
viding on-air coverage for our fans.”

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Hannah Ratliff bats for Craig County. Jordyn Price is ready for action at second.

Jennifer Fitzpatrick holds down the hot corner for the 
Rockets.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Ava Greenway controls the ball for Craig. Logan Kittler is a force for the Rockets. Clayton Owens is out with an ankle injury.
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