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Upcoming elections need poll workers

If there is one thing that is of the 
utmost importance in everyone’s 
life, it is their “voice.” Each Ameri-
can has a right to voice their views 
and one way to do that is to vote. 

Th ere are two upcoming elec-
tions, and everyone should take 
the opportunity to vote. Also, poll 
workers are needed for both: the 
June 8 Democratic Primary Elec-
tion and the General Election on 
November 2.   

Joanna Ryan, Director of Elec-
tions and General Registrar in Craig 
County, is looking for workers. 

“First, a huge thank you to all 
current and previous Offi  cers of 
Elections a.k.a. poll workers,” she 
shared. “We cannot uphold our 
honorable election system without 
you.  While other communities 
struggle, Craig County continues 
to thrive and uphold its integrity. 
Many of our poll workers have 
served for several years and their 
dedication is appreciated.”

Sadly, Ryan admitted that with 
each election, it gets harder to fi nd 
new poll workers. 

“Our community needs you,” 
she exclaimed. “Life is busy and 
there are new challenges each day, 
however, we shouldn’t lose sight of 
the basic needs of our community.”

She noted that it takes at least four 
poll workers to manage a polling pre-
cinct and remain at top performance 
during the entire day and Craig 
County often only has three at each 
precinct, leaving some to dual roles. 

“For some, it is impossible to 
meet the lengthy election day com-
mitment due to families, work, and 
personal challenges. With those 
obstacles in mind, we are excited 
to introduce the new Poll Worker 
Partner Program,” Ryan explained. 
“Th is program splits the day into 
two shifts: morning from 5 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and evening from 12:30 
p.m. to closing time. We are hope-
ful this will be an option for those 
who in the past have been unable to 
serve on election day. Th is is a paid 
opportunity.”

It was said that you do not have 
to be into politics to serve as a poll 
worker on election day. “Th ere are 
countless reasons being a poll work-
er is for you,” Ryan added. 

She listed a few examples:
•Spend the day with your friends 

(and get paid)
•Get to know your neighbors
•Serve your country in your 

community 
•Help to understand how the 

election process works
•Build your resume for work 
•Build your portfolio or com-

plete service hours for college
•Because you love Craig County 
•Because you want to be part of 

the solution
“We need you,” Ryan empha-

sized. “Th e feeling of serving your 
country in your community and 
spending the day with others who 
care is worth the sacrifi ce.”

To sign up, learn more, or ask 
questions, contact the General Reg-
istrar’s offi  ce at 540-864-6190 or 
send an email to vote@craigcoun-
tyva.gov. And remember to vote. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Honoring the Veterans who have served or are currently 
serving for their sacrifices is something that the Craig 
County community takes tremendous pride in. 

A Veterans tribute on Armed Forces Day

Th ere are many military 
Veterans living in Craig 
County and they have 
countless stories to share. 
Some do not mind doing 
so, while others cringe at 
the thoughts of horrifi c 
times in service and in war 
that they experienced. 

Still, it is real. War is 
real. Serving your coun-
try is real. Life is real and 
sometimes not pleasant to 
the eyes or the heart. 

In asking several Veter-
ans about their memories 
of serving, some opened 
up and shared the follow-
ing. 

“I was recently asked 
if I would write an article 
on Armed Forces Day. 

Our hometown reporter, 
Pam Dudding, said she 
knew that I was a career 
military man, and an ac-
tive member of VFW Post 
4491, so she thought that 
I might be a good candi-
date to give any input on 
this subject,” Kenneth 
Looney, AECS (Retired) 
United States Navy, said. 
“Knowing how much 
Pam respects, honors and 
supports our local veterans 
year after year, I said yes. 
Yet, after the conversation 
had ended, I asked my-
self, ‘What have you just 
done?’” 

He continued, “Armed 
Forces Day is not one of 
the most celebrated, or 
most well-known holi-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Camp lessons are available for kids of all ages. 

Return of 4-H camp 
starts in a few weeks

For many kids, “there’s 
no camp like 4-H camp.” 

Th e Craig County 4-H 
is already actively planning 
for the 2021 4-H Camp 
at Skelton 4-H Center at 
Smith Mountain Lake, the 
week of July 12-16. 

However, due to CO-
VID-19 protocols, the 
number of children at-
tending camp this year 
has been reduced by 50 
percent.

“Craig County 4-H is 
limited to taking 30 peo-
ple to camp this year and 
camp enrollment fi lled up 
the fi rst week camp was 
announced,” Craig Coun-
ty 4-H Agent Sally Farrell 
said. 

She added, “Th e camp-
ers, teen counselors and 
adults will be limiting 
contacts to family mem-
bers and COVID symp-
tom checking for the two 
weeks prior to camp. If 
this is not possible, then 
the results of a negative 
COVID test within seven 
days prior to camp must 
be obtained before attend-
ing camp.”

All COVID protocols 
will be followed at 4-H 
Camp. 

Camp will be a bit dif-
ferent this year with camp-
ers signing up for one 
track of classes. 

“Th ere are eight diff er-
ent class tracks: All Star 
Track 1, All Star Track 2, 
All Star Track 3, Amazing 
Race Leadership Chal-

lenge (for those at least 
12 years of age), Out-
door Adventure Track, 
STEM Studio Track and 
All Th ings Ag,” Farrell 
said before adding, “Each 
class track consists of three 
daily classes as well as oth-
er activities such as a ‘free 
swim’ period. Also, the 
child’s class track will serve 
as the camper’s ‘pod’ for 
that week of camp.”

Th is year, Craig County 
is attending camp with 
Roanoke County and the 
City of Roanoke so there 
will be an opportunity for 
the local campers and teen 
volunteers to make new 
friends. 

“Since Craig County 
4-H did not attend camp 
last year and we have re-
duced the number of 
campers attending this 
year, camp costs will be 
covered by camp dona-
tions,” Farrell noted. “Th is 
will take the burden off  
the families who have suf-
fered fi nancially during 
the pandemic.”

If you have a child be-
tween the ages of 9 and 13 
who would like to attend 
camp but did not sign-up, 
please contact the Craig 
County Extension offi  ce 
as they are now starting a 
waiting list. 

Farrell can be reached 
by email: sfarrell@vt.edu 
or phone: 540-864-5812 
or if you are a person 
with a disability and de-
sire assistance of accom-
modations, dial TDD – 
800/828-1120 during the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Boating is a favorite at 4-H camp and many teens have 
learned how to maneuver through the waters over the 
years. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Almost 350 photos from all over the world recently entered in the Around the 
World Challenge Photo Contest. Local resident Aliana Ponton chose to enter 
her landscape photo of Joe's Trees on Route 42. Her love for photography 
was noted by the judges and she won an Honorable Mention Award.

Ponton places with Around the World photo

Passions often brings out the 
best in people, especially when it 
is birthed in their hearts. 

Aliana Ponton, 24, discovered 
her love for photography when 
she received her first Nikon cam-
era at age 11. 

“My passion started when I got 
my first camera. I was always an 
outdoor girl and when I started 

taking photography with that 
little Nikon, it showed me how 
much closer I could get with na-
ture, wildlife and people,” she 
shared. 

Her favorite subjects are still 
wildlife, nature and landscape.

“I absolutely love photogra-
phy,” Ponton exclaimed. “The 
excitement for me is getting close 
to my subject and understand-
ing their behavior. I spend hours 
observing and photographing. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Some of the simplest things go 
unnoticed.”

She is currently observing 
and photographing a family of 
Bald Eagles and watching their 
nestling grow into an adult and 
sharing it with others on social 
media. 

Ponton recalled that her big-
gest influence was Sharon My-
ers, saying, “She is an amazing 
woman and photographer. She 
showed me a lot about editing, 
getting the right angle and much 
more.” 

With her passion for nature 
and landscape, Ponton discov-
ered a photo contest on social 
media called the Around the 
World Challenge. 

“I had to enter it, so I choose 
my photo of Joe's Trees on 
Route 42 to submit. There were 
around 344 entries from all over 
the world such as Ireland, Swit-
zerland, Africa and many other 
places,” Ponton noted. 

She won the “Honorable Men-
tion” award and was recognized 
on their social media site. Many 

See Tribute, page 5

See Ponton, page 4
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Punctuation mark
 6. Married woman
 9. Nocturnal rodent
13. Suffix
14. A way to disappoint
15. Saddle horse
16. West African country
17. Philippine island
18. “Girls” creator Dunham
19. A type of twin
21. Groans
22. Infections
23. What a beaver makes
24. Thou
25. Make a mistake
28. Receive
29. Dresses
31. Burn the surface of
33. Where coaches observe
36. Ceremonial offices
38. Paddle 
39. The body’s main artery

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Altered the original 
state
44. Alleges
45. Short-billed rails
46. Northern Thai province
48. Albanian monetary unit
49. Who the Wolverines 
play for
51. Oath
52. Astronomical period
54. A single unit
56. Presides over
60. Spoiled tot
61. Hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Assuage
64. Signs a contract
65. Ancient Greek war 
dance
66. Allows
67. Lunar crater
68. Crash a motorcycle 
(Brit. slang)

CLUES DOWN
 1. Loose-fitting undergar-
ment
 2. Western Romanian city
 3. Unit of length
 4. Type of electricity
 5. Article
 6. Mothers
 7. Monetary unit
 8. Single Lens Reflex
 9. Tan-colored horses
10. Region
11. Cautious in spending 
money
12. Belittle
14. Sarcastic
17. Fathers
20. Clothes
21. Opera’s Callas
23. Lentil dish
25. Energy-saving module
26. Make sense of a language
27. Hurries through

29. Songs to one’s lover
30. Name given to plant groups
32. Improves
34. Patriotic women
35. Inflamed swelling on the 
eyelid
37. Instrument in Indian music
40. Request
42. Make into leather without 
using tannin
43. Defies
47. Neither
49. Flower cluster
50. Phonological unit
52. Leaves in water
53. Cavalry-sword
55. Famed American cartoonist
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid
57. Scarlett’s home
58. Make
59. Stony waste matter
61. What to do at auction
65. Incorrect letters
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. For 
more information, call (540) 
864-8978 or visit  www.
craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 

p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, 
located at 282 Salem Ave, 
is pastored by Sheldon 

Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., 
with communion at each, 
and is on Facebook live 
at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. 
For more information, 
contact (540) 864-8686 
or send an email to 
stjohnnewcastle@tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 

cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden 
Club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive 

a flu shot each year. A 
parent or guardian must 
accompany those under 
the age 18. Insurances 
will be billed. People 
are encouraged to bring 
their insurance card 
and not attend if they 
have COVID-19 like 
symptoms. The curbside 
clinic schedule is from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For 
more information, 
contact 540-864-5136.

MONDAY, MAY 31 

A Memorial Day 
Service will begin at 10:00 
am. County Courthouse, 
Main Street in New 
Castle. Lenny McDonald 
will be the speaker, and 
music will be provided by 
Alyssa Shulke. Sponsored 
by New Castle Town 
Council. Everyone 
welcome.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CCPS honors local resident 
and his maintenance crew

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Denny Williams and his crew were honored at the May School Board meeting for 
the excellent work they did in completing the construction of the playgrounds for 
CCPS. Pictured from left to right, Williams (maintenance supervisor), Clabe Hicks, 
Chris Hanes and Jason Williams. "Much kudos goes out to their hard work and over 
and above efforts for a job well done," many shared. 

Gas lines formed in Craig County with a pipeline scare

SUBMITTED PHOTO
With the concerning news about the pipeline, gas lines were backed up down Main Street, even in Craig County. Others from area counties traveled to Craig to get their 
gas as places like Salem quickly sold out. The Carpers who own the three gas stations in Craig had gasoline the next day, helping to ease the fear in their citizens of a 
"gas pandemic." Much kudos was given to them for their quick response. 

DMV to expand appointment 
opportunities as COVID-19 
restrictions are eased

In line with Governor Ralph 
Northam’s recent announcement to 
ease current COVID-19 restrictions, 
the Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) will open more win-
dows in its customer service centers 
beginning June 1, creating 184,000 
additional appointment opportuni-
ties across the Commonwealth.

Customers can begin to schedule 
these new appointments next week. 
Additional windows will open in 
stages on June 1, June 15 and in July 
as  DMV continues to hire and train 
new employees to expand appoint-
ment availability, adding to the more 
than 530,000 appointments Virgin-
ians already have scheduled over the 

next three months. 
“Virginians have told us they ap-

preciate the convenience and high-
quality service the appointment sys-
tem affords,” Commissioner Richard 
D. Holcomb said. “The Governor’s 
announcement enables us to open 
more windows so customers can se-
cure appointments sooner, but we are 
still taking great care to offer service 
that is safe for everyone.”

Customer service centers and mo-
bile operations teams continue to op-
erate by appointment only for specific 
services which generally necessitate 
an in-person visit. Appointment op-

See DMV, page 3
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Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000
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Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

LOOK TO US FOR YOUR
BASIC PHONE SERVICE

TDS Telecom offers the following local exchange telecommunications 
services to all customers throughout its serving area:

– Voice grade access to the public switched network;
– Local exchange service;
– Dual tone multi-frequency signal;
– Single party service;
– Access to emergency service;
– Access to operator services;
– Access to interexchange service;
– Access to directory assistance; and
– Toll blocking without charge to qualified 
 low income customers.

Below are the monthly rates for local exchange service: 

 Residential Business
 Monthly Rate* Monthly Rate*

Paint Bank $9.09 $21.75
New Castle $9.09 $21.75

New Castle customers are required to take extended area calling to 
Roanoke and Salem at one of the following rate options:

 Residential Business
 Monthly Rate* Monthly Rate*

Unlimited Calling $11.39 $11.39
Measured Calling $2.95 $2.95

Measured Calling includes $0.15 per minute in addition to the 
$2.95 monthly rate listed above.

Monthly discounts are available to residential customers meeting 
certain low income criteria.

For more information, contact TDS Telecom toll-free 
at 1-888-CALL-TDS.

*The above rates do not include charges for long distance, operator services, 
Directory Assistance, 911 emergency service, optional local calling plans, mandatory 
local mileage or zone charge, touch call service, or other state and federal taxes/
surcharges.                                                      204701VANC/5-21/12460

Article 
correction

Regarding the Legacy Auction store front article that 
ran on on May 12, please accept our sincere apologies in 
mixing up the names. Alvin Hodge's wife is Mary. He 
employees his daughter Elizabeth Mabes and his daugh-
ter-in-law Amanda who sells her 'Possums Oddities' in 
his store. Th eir selections are wonderful and diverse. 

portunities are currently 
available for a 90-day 
period. 

DMV is conducting 
more transactions across 
all service channels now 
than pre-pandemic. The 
vast majority of the 15 
million transactions 
conducted since DMV 

started reopening cus-
tomer service centers 
in May 2020 have been 
completed by service 
delivery methods other 
than at an office, such 
as online or by mail. 
Prior to the pandemic, 
DMV conducted an av-
erage of 309,000 trans-

DMV from page 2

actions per week state-
wide across all service 
channels. Last week, the 
agency completed more 
than 365,000; of those, 
only about 73,000 were 

done in a customer ser-
vice center.

-Submitted Jessica 
Cowardin, DMV 

Relations and Media Liaison 

Local mother’s life experience leads to children’s 
book: ‘My Mommy’s Name is Mommy’

Th e mother, friend, wife and 
creative that Jane Asamoah is 
today has a lot to do with her 
upbringing in the West Africa 
Country of Ghana. Raised by 
both parents, Asamoah says 
that self-conduct was always 
emphasized more than academ-
ic performance in her house. 

“My mother, whom I con-
sider to be the most infl uential 
person in my life, instilled in 
me a set of values characterized 
by honesty, humility, hard work 
and a sense of altruism. She was 
a staunch Christian and so she 
made sure all her children knew 
God in a personal way,” Asa-
moah said. 

She added, “Reading the 
Bible as a family was some-
thing we did together before 
starting our day. My brothers 
and I used to hate those mo-
ments because they disrupted 
our sleep. I can still hear us in 
our whining voices as we com-
plained on our way to school.” 

Most of Asamoah’s adult life 
has been spent in the United 
States. After receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in sociology from 
the University of Ghana, she 
received a master’s degree in 
social work from the Univer-
sity of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 

When asked if there are com-
mon misconceptions about her 
native country, Asamoah re-
sponded, “Growing up in Ku-
masi, which is in the southern 

part of Ghana, any adult could 
discipline a child who misbe-
haved without thinking twice 
about it. I’d love for people 
to understand that in Ghana, 
there are rural and urban areas 
just like here. Not everywhere 
is impoverished.” 

Asamoah has always been 
fascinated by the ability to 
paint pictures with words, 
something she credits her 
parents for. When Asamoah 
and her husband started hav-
ing children of their own, she 
knew she wanted to pass along 
the same values that she was 
taught growing up.

‘My Mommy’s Name is 
Mommy’ is Asamoah’s fi rst 
foray into publishing children’s 
books. Th e premise of the 

book, as she explained, shows 
the conversation that follows 
when four-year-old Kojo goes 
missing at the grocery store 
and couldn't help workers fi nd 
his mom because he didn't 
know her real name. Using this 
experience, Kojo and his fam-
ily discussed God's names and 
what relationship we have with 
Him. 

Penned with parents of 
young children in mind, Asa-
moah credits numerous people 
for playing a role in the before, 
during and after process of the 
book based on a real-life expe-
rience she had in Worchester, 
Ma. It was her spiritual mom 
who encouraged Asamoah to 
fi nd an editor, an illustrator 
and look into publishing after 

receiving a draft of the book. 
Th e main takeaway that 

Asamoah wants the Craig 
County community to get 
from the book is that God is 
everywhere. “He is not hard 
to fi nd at all. If you decide to 
look for Him, I promise you 
He will make you fi nd Him. 
He will use situations in your 
life unique to your circum-
stance to teach you a thing or 
two. And yes, even in unpleas-
ant situations like losing your 
child at the grocery store can 
become a teachable moment,” 
she said. 

‘My Mommy’s Name is 
Mommy’ is available at barne-
sandnobles.com and Amazon 
for $12.49. For more informa-
tion, visit janeasamoah.com.  

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Jane Asamoah, her husband and their three sons at a recent book signing event. ‘My Mommy’s Name is Mommy’ is available at barnesandnobles.com for $12.49.  

Esteban Duran-Ballen appointed as new 
Richfi eld Living Chief Operating Offi  cer

Richfield Living, a lo-
cal leader in senior living 
and rehabilitation, has 
announced the selection 
of Esteban Duran-Ballen 
as the new Chief Operat-
ing Officer.

Duran-Ballen, a grad-
uate of James Madison 
University with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Health-
care Administration 
and a Master’s Degree 
in Business Administra-
tion from Virginia Tech, 
joined the team in Janu-
ary 2021.

“In order to achieve 
Richfield’s strategic 
plan, we were looking 
to strengthen our op-
erations and financial 
acumen in the execu-
tive team,” said Cherie 
Grisso, Chief Executive 
Officer. “Esteban’s ex-
perience in a variety of 

healthcare settings and 
his alignment with Rich-
field’s mission, vision 
and values provides the 
perfect combination as 
our new Chief Operat-
ing Officer. I am excited 
to have his talent as a 
leader in our community 
for many years to come.” 

Esteban has 12 years’ 
experience in operation-
al leadership. His pas-
sion for post and sub-
acute care and integrated 
healthcare systems has 
enabled him to develop 
programs to ensure ex-
cellent clinical outcomes 
and quality assurance.

“I am truly honored to 
join the Richfield Living 
team,” said Duran-Bal-
len. “It’s exciting to be 
a part of the innovative 
footprint of person-cen-
tered care and impact in SUBMITTED PHOTO Esteban Duran-Ballen

furthering excellence in 
aging services in the Ro-
anoke Valley. Richfield’s 
values of respect, integ-
rity, service, excellence, 
and stewardship echo my 
fundamental principles 
of quality assurance and 
servant leadership. I look 
forward to contributing 

to the vision and mission 
of Richfield to help indi-
viduals experience life to 
the fullest through every 
phase of their journey.”

 
- Submitted by Lisa 
Clause, Sr. Director 

of Marketing & 
Philanthropy
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OPINION

Library Back Porch Party

On Monday, May 10, 
the library had an out-
door party to celebrate 
the work of the staff  and 
volunteers. Th e party 
honored our three part-
time staff  members and 
nine volunteers who 
continue to invest hours 
of their time serving the 
needs of the library. Th ey 
all deserve a shout-out. 
Let me introduce the 
staff . 

Letha Persinger was 
a regular patron of the 
library. In 2013, she ap-
plied and was hired as 
an assistant to the then 
director Carla Ritzler. 
Like all staff , she was 
part-time, working 15-20 
hours a week. When Car-
la resigned, Letha became 
our manager and fi nally 
Director in 2019. She is 
still part-time with an av-
erage of 29 hours a week. 
In 2019, the library re-
ceived the Penguin Ran-
dom House Award for 
Innovation Th rough Ad-
versity, Th e Barn-Quilt-
For Books project landed 
this for us. Letha and her 

son Gauge, then ten years 
old, traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C to receive 
the award at the Annual 
Meeting of the American 
Library Association. And 
I think there was a bit of 
sightseeing enjoyed by 
mother and son. Letha 
knows this community, 
her backyard. Despite the 
rough edges, she turns on 
the charm for her patrons 
making them feel wel-
comed and she is com-
mitted to their changing 
needs. She quickly re-
sponded to the changes 
made by COVID and 
had WiFi hotspots made 
available to our patrons. 

Even though one of her 
favorite expressions is “I 
don’t care,” from what we 
see, we know, we are just 
not buying it.

Alex White is the back-
up team to Letha our Di-
rector. She is a soft-spo-
ken, yet a passionate book 
lover. She reminds us all 
of the many librarians we 
have met over the years. 
If you want to engage 
Alex in conversation, the 
subject matter that lights 
her up is books. Alex was 
hired part-time in 2017. 
She has helped hand out 
free books at the Christ-
mas Parade and setting 
up for book sale events. 

Th anks to her, the library 
can extend its hours to 
meet the Library of Va. 
funding requirements. 
It is Alex who keeps our 
doors open on evenings 
and the hard-to-fi ll time 
slot, Saturdays. We all 
look forward to her con-
tinual growth as a staff  
member in our library.

Jessica Hunt is the 
newest addition to our 
staff . She joined Letha 
and Alex in 2018. She 
worked at the desk for 
three days a week and ea-
gerly took charge of the 
children’s programs. She 
understands the value of 
libraries, especially on 

our youngest patrons. 
With two young children 
at home, Jessica found a 
better balance by work-
ing from home. She is 
the wizard that can fi gure 
out our website, a chal-
lenging format dictated 
by the Library of Vir-
ginia. Emails to Jessica 
requesting action on the 
website are instantly and 
graciously answered by 
her and quickly attend to. 
She remains as a fi ll-in at 
the desk as frequently as 
she can. Adaption in the 
face of limited resources 
is the survival of this tiny 
library. We appreciate her 
fl exibility.

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Travel Guidelines

After the last year of 
taking so many precau-
tions, many people may 
be thinking about travel 
as we head into summer, 

particularly people who 
have been vaccinated. 
The good news is that it 
is safe for people who are 
fully vaccinated to travel 
as long as they use some 
common-sense precau-
tions!

People who are fully 
vaccinated can travel 
within the United States 
without being tested be-
fore or after travel un-

less their destination re-
quires it. Because travel 
increases your chance of 
getting and spreading 
COVID-19, the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) rec-
ommends delaying travel 
until you are fully vac-
cinated. As a reminder, 
“fully vaccinated” means 
two weeks after your fi-
nal dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine.

During travel, every-
one should continue to 
wear a mask over their 
nose and mouth in any 
public place, regardless 
of vaccination status. 
Masks are required for ev-
eryone on planes, buses, 
trains, and other forms 

of public transportation 
and in hubs such as air-
ports. The best practice 
is to continue to avoid 
crowds, maintain six feet 
of distance from others, 
and regularly wash your 
hands.

Here are some ad-
ditional suggestions for 
how to plan for a safer 
trip:

•If you are not vac-
cinated, consider trying 
to get vaccinated before 
you go. If that is not an 
option, get tested with a 
diagnostic (PCR or anti-
gen) test one-three days 
before your trip. After 
travel, self-quarantine 
for seven days and get 
tested again with a viral 
test three-five days after 
you return.

•The safest option is 
to travel with other fully 

vaccinated individuals. 
If some in your group 
are not vaccinated, ev-
eryone outside your 
household should wear 
a mask when in enclosed 
places, such as in a ve-
hicle.

•Save yourself un-
pleasant surprises and 
delays by checking for 
restrictions at your des-
tination and anywhere 
you might stop along 
the way.

•Choose to visit desti-
nations without crowds 
and avoid poorly venti-
lated, indoor spaces.

•A safer choice would 
be a short road trip with 
few stops. If you choose 
to fly, try to minimize 
the number of connect-
ing flights or layovers in 
airports if feasible.

•A safer place to stay is 

in a vacation rental or in 
the home of a fully vac-
cinated friend or family 
member. Crowded ho-
tels and cruises where 
people share common 
areas such as lobbies or 
breakfast seating may 
not be as safe.

•If you are visiting the 
beach or a pool, stay six 
feet away from others, 
whether in or out of the 
water.

We are hopeful that the 
weekly number of cases of 
COVID-19 will continue 
to decrease, both locally 
and across the country. 
And we are hopeful that 
every day, more people 
will make the smart deci-
sion to get vaccinated. If 
we all do our part, we can 
look forward to a summer 
of fun with our family 
and friends.

Dr. Cynthia 
Morrow

Roanoke City and Alleghany 
Health Districts Health Director

have tagged into her site to ob-
serve her level of expertise in pho-
tography. 

“I was not awarded a prize, but 
I received recognition, which was 
just as great,” Ponton said. 

Ponton also shoots profession-
ally. She has done photoshoots for 
birthdays, senior graduation pic-
tures, maternity, and other special 
occasions. Her reasonable charges 

vary depending on the requests of 
her clients. 

“I'm a mother of two beautiful 
babies. I went to Craig County 
Public Schools and I have been 
raised in this wonderful commu-
nity my whole life,” she added. 

She is also a “derby girl” who 
has participated in the Craig 
County Derbies as well as taken 
part in the annual “Hooked on 

Fishing” events.
“My family is absolutely amaz-

ing. Th ey have always supported 
me,” Ponton said. “My mom, Mel-
anie Ponton, has always been right 
by my side and so has my grand-
parents, Cathy Williams and Jim-
my Williams. Th ey are the reason 
I am who I am. Th ey taught me to 
be strong, smart, independent and 
passionate for the things I love.”

Ponton from page 1
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OBITUARIES
Lewis, Jack W.

Jack W. Lewis, of Eagle 
Rock and Clifton Forge, 
left this world on Friday, 
May 7, after 84 years of 
living life to the fullest. 
He was born on Febru-
ary 11, 1937, a date that 
he recently had embroi-
dered on his hat when he 
couldn’t remember it any 
longer because of his ill-
nesses, so he could point to 
his hat when asked to state 
his birthday. It’s just one 
example of the problem-solving skills 
Jack brought to everything he did in life, 
right to the end.

Th e youngest of six children born to 
Lindsay Lewis, a coal miner living in 
Oliphant Furnace, Pennsylvania, and 
Margaret McCormick Lewis, Jack devel-
oped a strong desire to be an engineer in 
his youth, but no one in his family had 
gone to college and he didn’t know how 
to fi nd the money to make it happen. 
And his high school guidance counselor 
discouraged him from pursuing that 
goal, telling him he didn’t have what it 
takes.

A fortuitous meeting with a high 
school classmate a year after gradua-
tion led him to take the test for the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy in New London, 
Connecticut. He did well on the test 
and ended up at the service academy, de-
spite knowing very little about the Coast 
Guard. All he knew was that it was a way 
to get a college education with no mon-
ey. Jack excelled at the USCGA, gradu-
ating near the top of his class, and be-
came a Coast Guard offi  cer aboard ship. 
His excellent offi  cer fi tness reports led 
him to be selected to attend MIT, where 
he obtained two master’s degrees and the 
MIT engineer’s degree, which required a 
year of study beyond the master’s degree 
and a research thesis.

Jack had successive and sometimes 
parallel careers as a Coast Guard offi  cer, 
marine engineer, entrepreneur, corporate 
CEO, software developer, horse breeder/
trainer, robot designer, author and, late in 

life, a registered nurse (at 
the age of 74), volunteer 
paramedic (age of 75), 
and washtub bass player 
in the Oriskany Strings 
old-time string band, due 
to some arm-twisting by 
his wife Carol. 

He was also a compe-
tent skier, sailor, horse-
man, canoeist, graphic 
designer/artist, carpen-
ter, and an expert fl y 
fi sherman. He wrote 

numerous technical papers and articles, 
including national award-winning pa-
pers for engineering societies, as well 
as textbooks and engineering reference 
books. When he became ill and had to 
slow down a bit, he researched and wrote 
an award-winning novel, Storm Com-
ing, based on his great-grandfather who 
joined the cavalry during the fi rst year of 
the Civil War in western Virginia.

Jack was predeceased by his parents; 
his brothers George, Jim, and Tom; and 
his sisters Hazel and Eleanor. In addi-
tion to his wife Carol Surber Lewis, Jack 
is survived by his two sons Jason Lewis 
(Adam) and Jeff rey Lewis (Mariann); 
three grandchildren, Michael Russell 
(Michaela), Jennifer Lewis, and Zackary 
Lewis; three great-grandchildren; many 
beloved nieces and nephews; and many 
good friends. He wanted to especially 
thank his fi shing buddy friends Bud and 
Bruce, and his dear friend Frank, for all 
the great memories - love you, guys! - 
and to thank the wonderful people at 
Blue Ridge Cancer Care and the nurses 
on the fourth fl oor of LewisGale Hospi-
tal Alleghany for taking such good care 
of him.

An open-air memorial service will be 
held at King Memorial Church pavilion, 
Oriskany, Virginia on Saturday, June 5, 
at 2 pm.

Nicely Funeral Home, Clifton Forge 
is handling arrangements.

To send condolences to the family 
online, please visit www.nicelyfuneral-
home.com.

Scott, Janet Lee Custer
Janet Lee Custer Scott, age 51, 

passed away on Friday, May 8. She 
was preceded in death by her mom 
Carolyn W. Custer, Brenda S. Custer; 
and sister Cindy Hutchinson.

She is survived by son, Channing 
Thomas Smith; father, James Robert 
Custer Sr. (Bobby); brothers, Robert 
and Johnny Custer, Tommy Crotts 
and wife Lisa; sister, Renee Deck and 
husband Jeff; nephews, Eric Blan-
kenship, and wife, Chelsea, Anthony 
Crotts and wife, Shelby, Justin Deck 
and wife, Sammie, Zach Deck; nieces, 

Melissa May, Lori Howe and husband, 
Emerson; great nephews and nieces, 
Landon and Laikan May, Makenzie 
and Kylie Blankenship, Brody, Gar-
rett and Carter Deck, Addison and 
Gavin Crotts, and Juniper Howe. 

A Memorial Service was held at 7:00 
p.m. on Friday, May 14, at Paitsel Fu-
neral Home with Pastor Kevin Altizer 
offi  ciating. Th e family received friends 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7 p.m. and after the 
service until 8:00 p.m.

Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 
Home.

Tribute from page 1

day’s that we observe, so 
I dare say that most of us 
don’t know much about it. 
I will be honest, and I will 
confess, that I had to do 
some research on this topic 
before I could write any-
thing on the subject. After 
a good bit of time spent on 
the computer, I think I can 
now give it my best eff ort to 
help enlighten those of you, 
who are like me, who were 
standing in the shadows, 
when asked to talk about 
this special day.”

Armed Forces Day is 
the day where Americans 
celebrate the military. It is 
held annually on the third 
Saturday in May and has 
been observed since August 
31, 1949. 

Looney noted that un-
like Veterans Day, which 
honors those who wore 
the uniform and served to 
defend our nation’s causes, 
and Memorial Day, which 
honors those who lost their 
lives in the defense of our 
nation at war, Armed Forc-
es Day is the proper day to 
honor all of the men and 
women currently serving. 
Th e same goes for those 
who have served and sacri-
fi ced to defend our freedom 
too, both former and active, 
in the reserves, National 
Guard, or on active duty at 
this time, and in any sup-
port role defending our Na-
tion. 

“I only recall one Armed 
Forces Day celebration, 
which was held in Pensaco-
la, Florida, in 1967, when I 
was a fresh boot Airman (E-
2), and scared to even smile, 
and not even smart enough 
to know how to shave prop-
erly, according to their stan-
dards,” he shared. “Being a 
Navy newbie, I was ordered 
to stand at attention in the 
very hot Florida sun, for 
four hours, and hand salute 
anything thing that moved, 
up to and including, the 
Marine Corps Bull-dog 
mascot. So, you can prob-
ably guess, I wasn’t fondly 
looking forward to the next 
Armed Forces Day celebra-
tion. But it came and went, 
and then just became a hu-
morous memory.” 

His thoughts contin-
ued, “But who would have 
thought that a young, na-
ïve, backwoods, Southwest-
ern Virginia country boy, 
would stick it out in the 
United States Navy for 23 

years, and rise up and be 
promoted to, the rank of 
Senior Chief” (E-8) Petty 
Offi  cer.”

His story gets exciting 
when he was selected num-
ber three of 13, out of the 
eligible candidates, who 
were striving to claim the 
title and the promotion 
to the top enlisted rank of 
Master Chief Petty Offi  cer 
(E-9). 

“I was very honored 
and excited to have been 
selected, but sadly and re-
luctantly, had to decline 
the promotion because of 
government fi nancial con-
straints. Had I accepted 
the promotion, I would 
have been transferred to 
San Diego, California, and 
my family to my home of 
record, here in Virginia,” 
Looney explained. “It was 
a very tough decision, but 
I give praise, honor, and 
glory to the good Lord lead-
ing me, and I chose family, 
over career, and I have never 
looked back or ever regret-
ted it.”

Looney said that he 
shared his life’s history, not 
to brag on his success, or to 
be prideful, but “because I 
just wanted to share with 
you, and show you, that 
you can do it as well.” 

His statement, “Th e only 
thing holding you back 
is you,” rings a bell in the 
hearts of many. 

“Now I know that the 
military is not for everyone, 
and that’s a good thing, 
but if you are out there 
and don’t have a clue what 
your future may hold, then 
I suggest you give the mili-
tary some thought. It was a 
good life choice for me, and 
that paycheck each month 
isn’t bad either,” Looney 
shared. “You may wonder 
why I chose the military for 
my career, and it is a very 
simple answer, patriotism. I 
was raised knowing that this 
wasn’t just another word 
lightly tossed around, but it 
was a way of life for every 
red-blooded American citi-
zen who loves this nation, 
and what it stands for. We 
were taught to show honor 
and respect to those in po-
sitions of authority, such 
as police offi  cers, fi remen, 
EMTs, medical staff , and 
most of all, to the members 
of the military.”

Looney added that he 
and his peers knew at an 

early age the old saying of, 
“Freedom is not Free, but 
was paid for by our mili-
tary, no matter the cost, up 
to and including, the shed-
ding of precious blood or 
life itself, for the protection 
of our way of life.” 

He added another old 
saying that is totally true as 
well, when we think of our 
military, “All paid some, 
but some paid all.” 

“Th at’s why we should 
always respect and pay 
honor to our military, and 
the sole reason that Armed 
Forces Day was created,” 
Looney shared with pas-
sion. “So, the next time 
you see a military person, 
or police person, or some 
other person of authority, 
take just a moment and 
say to them, ‘Th ank You 
for your service’ and shake 
their hand. Also, a most 
patriotic thing you can do 
to show your patriotism is 
to stop for a moment when 
you see our American fl ag, 
look up, and say loudly 
for all to hear, ‘Th ank You, 
Veterans, for your service.’ 
Now that we know more 
on what Armed Forces Day 
means, let us remember to 
pay honor and respect to all 
our hero’s, who at this very 
moment are serving to pro-
tect our way of life.”

Along with many other 
Veterans in our community, 
Looney shared his apprecia-
tion, “I thank all Veterans 
for your dedication, your 
devotion to duty and your 
sacrifi ces in the defense of 
our freedoms.”

Looney concluded with 
the adamant statement 
that, “Yes! It was my honor 
to serve God and Country, 
and I would do it all over 
again in a heartbeat. May 
God bless each of our Vet-
eran’s and their families 
and keep them in His lov-
ing care. God bless you and 
Happy Armed Forces Day 
to each of you.”

Send community news and photos 
to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

AD NETWORK

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

Yard Sales - Salem

Large Church & 
Multi Family  

Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

 Life Center of 
Galax  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20000449-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Help Wanted - 
General

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

OF 210 INGLES 
STREET, 

RADFORD, VA 
24141.  

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000419-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALE JUNE 4, 5 & 
6 KING WILLIAM, (Central 
Garage) VA. Fine Cherry-
wood Secretary * “KINCAID” 
Bedroom Suite * Signed 
Antique Decoy * Antique 
Wash Stand *Display Cabi-
net * Household Items and 
More. Contact: Southern 
Antique Gallery & Exchange 
(804) 690-2946  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:sageva2021@gmail.
com” sageva2021@gmail.
com 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Amer-

iGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners.  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT 

HIRING? We can help you fi ll 
your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings statewide! 
Aff ordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other fi nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Craig County High School graduate settling in as 
Director of Parks & Recreation for Botetourt Co. 

Mandy Adkins is the Director of Parks and Recreation 
for Botetourt County.

PHOTO BY JESSICA DOTSON PHOTOGRAPHY
Mandy Adkins with husband Taylor and sons Harrison 
and James.

Mandy Adkins has 
been steering the Bote-
tourt County Parks & 
Recreation Department 
through a most diffi  cult 
time, but things are get-
ting better. Mandy sees 
a bright future as the 
department eases restric-
tions that have been ne-
cessitated by the corona-
virus pandemic.

Adkins was Mandy 
Lipps when she gradu-
ated from Craig County 
High School in 2007. She 
always liked sports, and 
was a volleyball standout 
for the Rockets under 
coach Geoff  Boyer. She 
also played basketball for 
a couple years and got 
her feet wet in recreation 
sports by coaching bas-
ketball and volleyball in 
the Craig County youth 
sports programs.

“I was so fortunate to 
have the opportunities I 
did in Craig County,” said 
Adkins, who is the daugh-
ter of Craig County’s 
Woody and Robin Lipps. 
“It’s nice to be back close 
to home again.”

After graduating from 
high school Mandy at-
tended James Madison 
University. Her positive 
experience in recreation 
sports was an infl uence in 

pursuing a major in Sport 
and Recreation Manage-
ment with a minor in 
General Business. Mandy 
went on to earn her Mas-
ter of Science degree with 
a concentration in Sport 
and Recreation Leader-
ship.

She also met her hus-
band, Taylor Adkins, at 
JMU. A native of Virginia 
Beach, they lived about 
halfway between their 
two homes when Mandy 
served as the Shenando-
ah Valley United Soccer 
Club recreation director 
in Harrisonburg, where 
she planned and imple-
mented fall and spring 
recreation seasons with 
over 700 participants each 
season. She also scheduled 
facility usage and practices 
along with overseeing and 
coordinating a variety of 
events, including as many 
2,000 participants.

In 2014 Mandy took a 
job in San Antonio, Texas, 
far from the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Virginia. 
Mandy accepted a posi-
tion as Youth Programs 
Manager, then Director 
of Youth and Commu-
nity Programs, for San 
Antonio Sports, a job she 
held when the pandemic 
hit in 2020. Her position 

Rockets host East Mont in softball Thursday

Th e Craig County Rockets 
will have a busy week on the 
softball diamond. Th e Rockets 
were scheduled to play at Nar-
rows the beginning of the week, 
and on Th ursday they’re back 
home to host Eastern Mont-
gomery in New Castle.

Th e Rockets will be trying to 

get the taste of a bad loss out of 
their mouths with two “winna-
ble” games this week. Th e only 
game last week was in Coving-
ton and the girls were shut out, 
21-0, by a Pioneer District rival.

“Th is was the worst we’ve 
played yet,” said coach Elaina 
WolfeCarper. “Again, it was en-

tirely too many errors and not 
enough hitting.”

Sara Jones pitched three in-
nings and had four strikeouts and 
only gave up four hits. Hannah 
Ratfl iff  pitched one inning and 
had a strikeout and gave up two 
hits. Lily Hutchison and Chas-
ity  Wolfe had Craig’s only two 

hits of the game, both singles.
With nearly a week to re-

bound, the Rockets worked 
hard in practice last week.

“It was nice to  have four 
straight days of practice,” said 
WolfeCarper. “We were able to 
take our time and really work 
on skill-building without hav-

ing to worry about preparing for 
a game the next day. Th is is still 
very much a young, develop-
ing team, but we defi nitely have 
girls with talent, and if they con-
tinue to work hard, I think that 
we can turn things around.”

Craig is at Parry McCluer on 
Tuesday of next week.

Soccer team remains undefeated in the
district with shutout win over Covington

Dalton Henderson scored 
six goals and the Craig County 
defense kept the host Cougars 
at bay as Craig County took an 
8-0 soccer win on the Coving-
ton pitch last week.

Dalton scored at will in the 
victory as Craig dominated play. 
Bryce Drake and Lucas Taylor 
also had goals and Lucas had 
two assists.

On the other end of the fi eld 

Craig keeper Mason Huff man 
kept the goal clean with a shut-
out. Logan Kittler controlled 
the action on the defensive side, 
pushing the ball up the fi eld to 
begin off ensive attacks. Claire 
Deplazes was also outstand-
ing on the defensive side of the 
fi eld.

“I thought we played really 
well,” said coach Robin Nobles. 
“I think Dalton could have 

scored just about as many as he 
wanted, but I told him to turn 
it back.”

Th e Rockets are now 3-1 
overall, with their only loss com-
ing against a strong non-district 
Auburn team. Th at was by a 
score of 4-2 early in the season.

“It was tied at 2-2 at the half 
and their coach was upset,” said 
Nobles. “Th ey have 20 players 
on their team and he felt like 

they should have beaten us by 
more than that. We’re scheduled 
to play them again at the end of 
the regular season, just before 
the regional, but I don’t know if 
I like the idea of playing them so 
close to the regional.”

Craig was scheduled to play 
at Narrows on Tuesday, but re-
sults were too late for publica-
tion. Th e Rockets beat Narrows 
the fi rst time around, in New 

Castle, but Nobles was very 
concerned about the physical 
style of play Narrows used to try 
and intimidate the Rockets. She 
asked members of the Craig ad-
ministration to attend Tuesday’s 
game to make sure things didn’t 
get out of hand.

On Th ursday of this week the 
Rockets will play at Bath, fol-
lowed by a game at Parry Mc-
Cluer next Tuesday, May 25.

PHOTOS BY DONNA DEPLAZES
Dalton Henderson had six goals against Covington. Logan Kittler(right) battles for the ball at Covington. Alex McDowell(#14) boots the ball out of harm’s way.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Craig softball coach Elaina WolfeCarper surveys the 
action from the dugout. Hannah Ratliff catches for the Rockets. Katy Day takes her turn at bat in a recent game.

included overseeing all 
Youth and Community 
Programs, serving over 
200,000 participants in 
the San Antonio area.

It was a good job, but it 
wasn’t Craig County.

“Living so far from 
home was hard,” she said. 
“We were keeping our eyes 
on jobs we might apply for 
here, and when I saw this 
job posted I applied.”

Mandy fl ew home, 20 
weeks pregnant with their 

second child, right in the 
middle of the pandemic. 
She was thrilled when she 
was chosen to lead to Bo-
tetourt County program, 
and went right to work 
January 4 with a new 
baby on the way.

“Th is is a dream come 
true to come back to Virgin-
ia and Botetourt County,” 
she said. “When I played 
youth softball in Craig we 
spent tons of nights on the 
Cloverdale Fields.”

Mandy stepped into 
an unusual situation with 
the pandemic, along with 
an entirely new staff . 
Spring baseball and soft-
ball was diff erent than 
usual, as the “Botetourt 
Youth Sports” group was 
formed to partner with 
the county.

“Th e county provided 
the fi elds and they pro-
vided everything else,” 
said Adkins.”We had a 
partnership role and we’re 

currently deciding what 
to do about fall sports. 
No decisions have been 
made in that regard.”

Mandy gave birth to 
their second son, Har-
rison, just 13 weeks ago. 
Th ey also have a two year 
old son James and they’re 
excited that they’ll be 
growing up in Virginia.

“San Antonio was 
just too far from home,” 
she said. “It’s great to be 
back.”
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