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SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Linda Calderon served her country when only two percent of 
women were allowed in the service. Her ancestors taught her the 
honor of serving her country and now she extends her hands and 
heart to serve her community. 

It is said that “honor” is to show 
high respect to someone or some-
thing and is adherence to what is 
right or to a conventional standard 
of conduct. 

Another defi nition of the word 
honor is, “the idea of a bond be-
tween an individual and a society 
as a quality of a person that is both 
of social teaching and personal 
ethos, that manifests itself as a 
code of conduct, and has various 
elements such as valor, chivalry, 
honesty and compassion.”

I have to say, since organizing 
the Annual Veterans and Active 
Military HONOR Dinner since 
2011, I have been privileged to 
talk with many of our great service 
people in Craig County, some of 
whom are no longer with us. 

Th e one common thread I have 
seen with such clarity is - when 
one serves in the military, regard-
less of what branch or for how 
long, they all become one family. 
Yes, they joke around that one is 
better than the other, or louder 
(Marines), but when the rubber 
hits the road so to speak, there is 
no division, and I can promise you 
this, no one would ever be left be-
hind. 

It has been my privilege to hear 

of others’ stories of which I wish to 
share with you, the readers of the 
New Castle Record. 

When I was in high school, I 
really wanted to join the Air Force 
and be a pilot. I chose a diff erent 
route, which I have always regret-
ted. Th is I feel stems my love for 
hearing so many of our own citi-
zen’s stories, both good and bad. 

In 2014, the fi rst military per-
son I interviewed was a man I 
quickly came to call “grandaddy,” 
RB. Combs. I felt like a child at 
their parents’ feet, taking in the 
many detailed stories he remem-
bered. I was shocked to hear he 
was shot through the mouth, try-
ing to warn other soldiers to stay 
down. In taking his boats up and 
down the rivers, he transported 
General Westmoreland, who 
wanted to be where the men who 
were fi ghting were. 

Here’s one of his not-so-great 
personal stories we seldom hear. 

“One time we were in deep 
water piers, where ships come up 
with ammo and food. We were 
sitting on the water, loading the 
ship and a guy hollered, ‘incom-
ing.’ Th ere were about four to fi ve 
shooting. I looked over and one 
of my men was standing. I leaned 
up and hollered, ‘Wickenson, get 
dowwwww’ and I got hit. Th ey 
off ered me a purple heart, but I 

turned it down. I was just doing 
what I was supposed to do. Th at 
day we lost three sailors, two ma-
rines and one army soldier. Th ere 
was lots of crossfi re. We were 
happy when the helicopters and 
fi ghter jets showed up and backed 
the enemy out of there. We could 
have lost more.” 

Since then, Grandaddy has 
passed on. 

I have listened to many other 
stories, whether at the Military 
HONOR dinners, at CCPS when 
they had our Veterans as speakers, 
at our Memorial Day services at 
the courthouse, and in personal 
conversation. 

I also enjoy hearing from our 
women who serve in the military, 
which has grown by great propor-
tions in recent decades. 

Linda Calderon spent two years 
active duty in the Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War. At the 
time, the number of women could 
not exceed two percent of the Ma-
rine population. 

“My training was in avionics 
(aviation electronics) and I was 
stationed in California operating a 
pressure chamber for training pi-
lots,” Calderon shared. “I was in a 
location and a job I couldn’t even 
have imagined.” 

“I grew up in an era when 
my father and all my uncles had 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Lee Greiser and Letha Persinger enjoying the library's 
annual outdoor meeting where staff and volunteers 
were celebrated. 

Library hosts annual meeting outdoors

Th e newness of spring 
always tends to draw peo-
ple outside. Locally, news 
quickly spread that “those 
library folks were having a 
party on their back porch 
again.” 

On Monday, May 10, 
the annual meeting was 
hosted “with balloons and 
tasty treats and in spite of 
the truck noise passing by.” 
Attendees shared many 
laughs and stories.  

“It was a celebration of 
their staff  and volunteers,” 
Vice President Jennifer 
Lovejoy said. 

Currently, the library 
keeps its doors open with 
three part-time staff  mem-
bers and desk volunteers. 

“We rely on the many 
other volunteers to help fi ll 
in the gaps of running the 
business of a library,” Love-
joy said.   

She added, “Th e library 
is grateful for the partial 
funding from the county, 
town and state, but with 
the increase of the mini-
mum wage, the fi nancial 
gap has widened, placing 
a stronger demand on the 
critical work of the volun-
teers and the many Friends 
of the Library.”

As a thank you, the 
party spotlighted the dedi-
cation of the staff  and nine 
volunteers’ remarkable 
work, creating an upbeat 
and affi  rming atmosphere. 

“Each one’s distinct skill 
and passion has been inter-
woven into allowing this 
library to better uniquely 
serve the community,” 
Lovejoy shared. “Th e di-
versity of talents and life 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Local veteran who served in 
Vietnam pens inspirational poem

SUBMITTED VISUAL
Recently, Commander Billy Lee the local VFW Post 4491 shared this letter, written 
by Boon, on his Facebook page. Many who served in the chaotic wars understand 
the depth of meaning of his words written in his poem, "The World." We share this 
in honor of our fallen Veterans, and our upcoming Memorial Day. 

experiences makes it 
richer.”

She added that their 
volunteers come from 
the high school, local res-
idents and newly trans-
planted retirees:

•Gavin Shires used 
his Beta Club Commu-
nity Service hours at the 
library. From his view, 
this was a pivotal resume 
builder that helped him 
get accepted to George 
Mason University. Th e 
library greatly valued his 
willingness to step in and 
do the tasks that needed 
to be done effi  ciently and 
with a consistent positive 
attitude. 

•Our part-time staff  
of Letha Persinger, Alex 

White and Jessica Hunt 
are all locals who are 
employed in New Castle 
and are recognizable faces 
throughout the commu-
nity. 

•Linda Calderon, Ani-
ta Martindell, Lee Grei-
ser, Martha Dillard and 
Martha Adams found the 
library as their plug-in to 
the community as newly 
arrived retirees to Craig 
County and with them 
came valuable profes-
sional skill sets

“Th e library will con-
tinue to share the fun 
with future back yard 
parties in the summer 
months ahead,” Lovejoy 
said before adding, “We 
hope to see you there.”

served in either the army or Ma-
rine Corps,” she added. 

Also mentioning that it was the 
only time most of them had trav-
eled outside of their hometown, 
and that they shared multiple 

stories of other countries, cul-
tures and experiences.

“It always felt like serving your 
country and participating in an 

See Veterans, page 2

Voices of our Veterans in Craig
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. A group of sheep
 5. Of she
 8. This (Spanish)
12. A type of sorcery
14. A team’s best pitcher
15. Port in southern Japan
16. Makes very happy
18. Trigonometric unit of 
measurement
19. From a distance
20. Winged nut
21. Consumed
22. “Heat” director
23. In all places
26 Made improvements to
30. St. __ Girl: brand of beer
31. A type of “seat”
32. Wood
33. A brief treatise on a 
subject of interest

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

34. Approval
39. Basics
42. Where judges sit
44. W. African religion
46. Commentators
47. Having many different 
functions
49. Member of a Semitic 
people
50. Flightless, fast-running 
bird
51. After the seventh
56. Small N. Zealand tree
57. Health care pro (abbr.)
58. Playground mainstay
59. Expressing relief
60. Records brain activity 
(abbr.)
61. Fishing net
62. Beer
63. Tooth caregiver

64. Japanese beverage

CLUES DOWN
 1. Garden tools
 2. Early Syrian kingdom
 3. 500 sheets of paper
 4. Information
 5. Beloved comic strip character
 6. Distinct form of a plant
 7. Replenishment
 8. Semitransparent glassy 
substance
 9. Expedition to observe animals
10. One who held landed granted 
by Anglo-Saxon king
11. Obtain in return for labor
13. Inheritable genetically
17. One who rescues
24. Doctor of Education
25. Liberal arts
26. Shock treatment

27. Disfi gure
28. When you hope to get there
29. Peacock network
35. Part of (abbr.)
36. The 21st letter of the Greek 
alphabet
37. Not just “play”
38. Former CIA
40. Reduced to a sloping edge
41. Restricted the development of
42. Sciences degree
43. Sea eagles
44. Saturated
45. Joints
47. Sailing boat
48. Respiratory organs
49. Guitarists use them
52. Disco act: Bee __
53. First Chinese dynasty
54. Intentionally lose
55. Muslim people of China
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adventure was not only  an 
obligation and expectation 
of your country, but a path 
forward  for a unique job 
experience, education, and 
travel too,” Calderon said. 
“I also loved the camarade-
rie and the teamwork.”

We in Craig have had 
several to enlist and serve, 
from one of our oldest Eu-
nice Baker and others who 
served in WWII, Doro-
thy Sublett Slusher who 
was in Waves who died in 
1998 and 96-year-old Sal-
lie Caldwell Amatto, who 
played the bugle in Marines 
and recovered from CO-
VID last summer. 

We also have the younger 
generation, like Danielle 
Rock, who enlisted in 2011 
and served our Army Re-
serves for eight years. 

“I had one deployment 
to Afghanistan, and it was 
in 2012-2013 serving in the 
military police,” she shared. 
“My best memories will al-
ways be the friends I made 
in the military. We got 
through a lot of hard days 

together. We talk almost ev-
ery day now, and I am grate-
ful for those connections. 
It’s important to serve be-
cause it is an opportunity to 
give back to the people you 
know, love and to this coun-
try.” Today, Rock works as a 
Veteran Peer Specialist for 
Virginia Veteran and Family 
Support. 

Others include Rhonda 
Carper, Beverly “Curly” 
Fisher, Bobbie Sublett, Ge-
neva Horn, Barbara Moler 
Shearer, Dena Reynolds 
Wright, and Marie Sum-
mers, one of our teachers at 
CCPS. 

Marie Summers joined 
the Army Reserves in 
2005  and is still  currently 
serving. Initially, she joined 
to help pay for college. 

“I have been all over the 
United States,  and a few 
countries outside of the 
country, including being 
deployed to Afghanistan for 
a year,” she shared. “How-
ever, I ended up falling in 
love with it, and I have now 
been serving for 15 years, 

Veterans from page 1

and plan on continuing as 
long as I can.”

Summers is a supply 
sergeant for a drill sergeant 
unit, handling meals, lodg-
ing, transportation, cloth-
ing, equipment, weapons, 
and any supplies that are 
needed. 

“Th e best part of being 
in the service is  the cama-
raderie,” Summers said. “It 
is being part of a group that 
is going to have your back 
through the good, the bad 
and the ugly.” 

Summers, who has been 
teaching Special Education 
at McCleary Elementary 
for fi ve years, said, “Th e stu-
dents are the best part of my 
day.” 

She also recently joined 
the VFW sharing that she 
“is excited to learn from 
those that have served be-
fore me.

Another lady Veteran is 
Karen Walker who served 
from 1981 to 1992. She 
joined the Kentucky Air 
National Guard right after 
high school and basic train-
ing at Lackland AFB.  

“My unit in Ken-
tucky  was very much like 
another family to me,” 
Walker said. “Th at’s where 
I met my husband, Mark, 
who fl ew the RF-4 Phan-
tom jets. Part of my job was 
to help him with his fl ight 
equipment.” 

Mark served in the Navy 
prior to the Kentucky Air 
National Guard. When the 
unit decided to convert to 

C130 cargo planes, they de-
cided to transfer to the New 
York Air National Guard, in 
Niagara Falls where Mark 
could fl y the F16 fi ghter jets 
and Karen started working 
in the Base Medical Hospi-
tal as a Medical Assistant. 

“We were both on ac-
tive duty during the Per-
sian Gulf War. I was sent to 
Plattsburgh AFB and Mark 
was still in training for the 
F16 but preparing to depart 
to Gulf when his training 
was completed. Fortunately, 
the war ended before he had 
to leave,” Walker recalled. 

She added that they have 
made many military friends 
over the years and still keep 
in touch with them. Mark 
served a total of 20 years 
before being hired by the 
airlines.

“Th e comradery you fi nd 
in the military is special. We 
look after each other and 
help each other out when 
necessary,” she noted. “Th e 
military has taught me 
many things that have been 
applied to many aspects of 
everyday life, such as respect 
and discipline. Th e military 
has been good to us and I 
feel honored to have been 
able to serve my country 
and am willing to do so 
again if able.”

At just 17 years of age, 
Mike Carper joined the 
Navy. 

“What a wake-up call 
it was for a young man 
from New Castle,” Carper 
shared. “In basic training, 

they taught me responsi-
bility, organization and the 
importance of following 
through.”

Carper enlisted in 1981, 
serving until 1985, and was 
stationed at Barbers Point, 
Hawaii. 

“I was an AE (Aviation 
Electrician) working on P3 
Aircraft. At 21, I was honor-
ably discharged as a Collat-
eral Inspector on the same 
aircraft,” he said. “Once 
you serve in the military, 
it’s an extended family for 
life, whether you serve four 
years or 20. It was truly an 
honor to serve my country 
and feel like I made a small 
contribution.” 

Glenn Paxton was an-
other of our older Veterans 
who served in the U. S. 
Army from 1965 – 1968. 
He signed up for three 
years and received the draft 
letter right before he left 
town. He was stationed six 
months at Fort Hood, Tex-
as, on Wheels 2nd Armored 
Division, then left for Viet-
nam on September 7, 1966, 
where “I pulled wire over 
half of Vietnam.” 

He then went to the An 
Khe District for fi ve months 
with 1st Cav Division and 
spent fi ve months with Ko-
rea Tiger Division in Phu 
Tia Valley. His last two 
months were in Cam Rhun 
Bay. He left on September 6, 
1967 and was back to states 
where “I pulled my last year 
at Ft. Meade, Maryland, in 
the 1968 riots in D.C. and 

Baltimore,” he said. “I think 
everyone should serve two 
years in the military.” 

Glenn Taylor received his 
draft letter and served in the 
U.S. Army from 1965 until 
1967, in Korea at the DMZ 
line. He was Tanks Chief of 
Section over eight men, sev-
en miles from the DMZ. “I 
was born an American and 
very proud of our country 
and military,” he shared. 

It does not surprise me 
any longer to hear a per-
son who has served in the 
military to say, “When you 
serve, you make friends for 
life” or “Th ey become like 
family to you.” 

I know for myself, that 
the many men and women 
I have had the privilege to 
talk with, interview and just 
get to know, have always 
astounded me of their char-
acter, honor, and dedication 
they exhibit as citizens of 
the United States of Amer-
ica and of Craig County. It 
is easy to pick them out, as 
they are still serving their 
country through their com-
munity needs with open 
hearts and open hands. 

When a military person 
passes on, they leave behind 
two families that honor, 
love and cherish their ser-
vice. 

In honor of Memorial 
Day, we say “thank you” to 
all of our Veterans and ac-
tive military, and a special 
thank you to those families 
whose loved ones never re-
turned home.   

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County 
Genealogy Library open 
every Friday 1 to 4 p.m.   
152 Main Street. 540-864-
7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 

615, is having virtual 
masses at 8:30 a.m. and 
10 a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are also 
live on Facebook. For more 
information, contact (540) 
864-8686 or send an email 
to stjohnnewcastle@tds.
net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 p.m. 
at the Paint Bank Fire 
Department. Call 897-
5346 for more information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 
Market Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 

Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden Club 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged 
to bring their insurance 
card and not attend 
if they have COVID-
19 like symptoms. The 
curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
by appointment only. For 
more information, contact 
540-864-5136.

SATURDAY, MAY 29 

The folks on Route 621, 
Craig Creek Road, will be 
having a community yard 

sale, from one end at Route 
311 to the other at Route 
460. Multiple families will 
be selling their ware’s and 
everyone can enjoy the 
beautiful country drive. 

SUNDAY, MAY 30 

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
a Memorial Day dinner 
fundraiser will be held at 
Waiteville Community 
Center. A $10 donation for 
ham, chicken, 2 sides, roll, 
dessert and a drink would 
be greatly appreciated. 
Tables will be set up to 
eat there and a raffle for a 
chainsaw.

MONDAY, MAY 31 

A Memorial Day Service 
will begin at 10:00 am. 
County Courthouse, Main 
Street in New Castle. 
Lenny McDonald will be 
the speaker, and music 
will be provided by Alyssa 
Shulke. Sponsored by New 
Castle Town Council. 
Everyone welcome.
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OUR NEWSPAPER 
offices will be closed on 
Monday, May 31, 2020

And will reopen on 
Tues., June 1st 

@ 8:30 a.m.

 All ads for June 2nd 
and June 3rd papers 

need to be in our 
office by

Friday, May 22nd 
at 12:00 Noon. 

 In honor of 
Memorial Day

NOTICE
FROM HUFFMAN MEMORIAL CEMETERY

These stones in the old part of the cemetery 
have fallen over: Buford Crawford and Lula 
Jones. These stones are leaning: John M. 
Huffman, Bettie F. Huffman, Martha A. Looney, 
and Richard Abbott. If you have a loved one 
buried in the Huffman Memorial Cemetery, 
please check the stones on the graves and make 
sure they are in good condition and if not have 
them repaired. The glue that holds the stones 
to the bases needs to be replaced after years of 
weather. We cannot properly mow the cemetery 
with the stones on the ground or leaning. If 
anyone would like to give donations to help with 
the upkeep of the grounds, send donations to:

Sharon P. Oliver
309 Little Valley Lane,
New Castle, VA  24127

If you have any questions, you can call 
Sharon P. Oliver at 540-580-6638.

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Movies at Longwood Park returning this year

The Salem Parks & 
Recreation Department 
has had a busy spring. 
With the easing of CO-
VID restrictions, the de-
partment has been able 

to get back to what it 
does best: provide local 
and area citizens with 
year-round programs 
and activities, which are 
geared for all ages. 

Movies at Longwood 
Park returned last Fri-
day. Families will have 

four opportunities to 
enjoy an outdoor movie 
night this summer: “The 
Croods: A New Age” on 
May 21, “Aladdin” on 
June 25, “Miracle” on 
July 23 and “Raya and 
the Last Dragon” on Au-
gust 13. Each movie will 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The first opportunity to enjoy Movies at Longwood Park was on Friday, May 21.

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

begin at dusk, around 
8:30 p.m., and admis-
sion is free.  Members of 
the Craig County com-
munity are encouraged 
to bring blankets and 
lawn chairs.

 A sequel to The 
Croods (2003), The 
Croods: A New Age is a 
computer-animated  ad-
venture  comedy film 
about a prehistoric fam-
ily living in a danger-
ous time. The film was 
distributed by Universal 
Pictures  and produced 
by  DreamWorks Ani-
mation  in 2011. Voice 
actors include Nicho-
las Cage, Emma Stone, 
Ryan Reynolds, Leslie 
Mann, Clark Duke and 
Peter Dinklage. 

Directed by Guy 
Richie, Aladdin is a 
live-action adaption of 
Disney’s early 1990s ani-
mated film of the same 

name. Film stars Will 
Smith, Mena Massoud, 
Naomi Scott and Mar-
wan Kenzari make up 
the main cast. Originally 
budgeted for $183 mil-
lion, the film went on 
to generate over a billion 
dollars at the box office.

Roanoke County 
resident Amy Jackson, 
who has seen Raya and 
the Last Dragon several 
times, says the movie, “is 
about the fantasy world 
of Kumandra where 
dragons and humans 
once co-existed in har-
mony. That all changed 
when an evil force 
threatened the land and 
the dragons sacrificed 
themselves to save hu-
manity.” According to 
the-numbers.com, Raya 
and the Last Dragon 
is currently the second 
highest-grossing film of 
the year, trailing only 

Godzilla vs. Kong. 
Led by head coach 

Herb Brooks, Miracle 
is a 2004 Walt Disney 
produced film about the 
United States men’s ice 
hockey team that won 
the gold medal in the 
1980 Winter Olympics. 
The movie is widely con-
sidered one of the most 
accurate depictions of 
real-life stories.

Josh Williams has pa-
tiently counted down 
the days to enjoy a Mov-
ies at Longwood Park 
evening. “We have all 
been through a lot over 
the last year. All of us. 
I’m thrilled that things 
are starting to return to 
normal. I can’t wait to 
watch these movies with 
my family and friends.” 

Poarch Thompson 
Law is sponsoring the 
Movies at Longwood 
Park series this summer.

Diverse field of GOP candidates running for 
state governor, attorney general and Lt. governor
- Senator Ted Cruz visits Roanoke Valley to campaign for Glen Youngkin -

On May 8, seven gov-
ernor candidates, six Lt. 
governor candidates and 
four attorney general can-
didates competed amongst 
each other at the party’s 
unassembled convention to 
represent the GOP in the 
November general election. 

Ballots were cast in 39 
locations across the state, 
most of which came in 
drive-through fashion. 
With ranked-choice voting, 
low-scoring candidates are 
successfully eliminated un-
til one person emerges with 
more than half of the vote. 
A team of roughly 80 peo-
ple counted the ballots by 
hand at the Marriott Hotel 
and Convention Center in 
Richmond. Each candidate 
had a representative present 
to watch the process. 

Th e attorney general 
candidates were Chuck 
Smith, a former head of the 
Virginia Beach GOP; Les-
lie Haley, a member of the 
Chesterfi eld County Board 
of Supervisors; Del. Jason 
Miyares, R-Virginia Beach; 
and Jack White, a former 
clerk for Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel Alito who is 
a partner at a Tysons Corner 
law fi rm.

Th e governor candidates 
were Glenn Youngkin, a 
former CEO of the Carlyle 
Group investment fi rm; 
Amanda Chase, State Sena-
tor; Kirk Cox, former Vir-
ginia House Speaker; Peter 
Doran, small business own-
er; Sergio de la Pena, retired 
United States Colonel; Pe-
ter Snyder, former CEO of 
New Media Strategies; and 
Octavia L. Johnson, former 
Roanoke City Sheriff . 

Th e Lt. governor can-

didates were Lance Allen, 
an Air Force veteran and 
national security company 
executive; Timothy Hugo, 
former state delegate; Maeve 
T. Rigler, business executive 
and attorney; Puneet Ahlu-
walia, a lobbyist and busi-
nessman; and Winsome E. 
Sears, former Virginia Gen-
eral Assemblymember. 

In addition to presiding 
over the Virginia Senate as 
President of the Chamber, 
offi  cial duties of Virginia’s 
Lieutenant Governor also 
include succeeding the gov-
ernor if before their term is 
over, they leave offi  ce.

By defeating Tim Hugo 
in the fi fth and fi nal round 
of vote counting from the 
GOP Convention, Sears 
became the fi rst Black Re-
publican to claim the party’s 
nomination for lieutenant 
governor. Miyares won his 
tight race after three rounds 

of balloting over Smith. 
Youngkin, a fi rst-time pub-
lic offi  ce runner, bested 
a fi eld of candidates to 
emerge as Virginia Republi-
cans’ nominee for governor. 

Senator Ted Cruz, one of 
the most popular politicians 
in Congress, visited Salem 
last week to campaign for 
his longtime friend. Said 
Cruz on May 5 at Com-
mUNITY Church, “Th e 
whole country is watch-
ing Virginia, and you guys 
have an opportunity to send 
Glen to Richmond. Every 
single Democrat voted to 
send stimulus checks to mil-
lions of illegal immigrants. I 
had another amendment to 
not send stimulus checks 
to criminals in jail. When 
we voted on that, every 
Democrat voted against it. 
It’s time for Republicans to 
regain control of the gov-
ernment.” 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Sen. Ted Cruz passionately drawing a distinction 
between Glenn Youngkin and his Democratic 
counterparts at CommUNITY Church on May 5. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
BOOM! Salem After WWII  was made possible through 
the support of the William and Margaret Robertson 
Endowment. 

Announcing a new feature exhibit at the Salem Museum

The year 2020 marked 
the 75th Anniversary of 
the end of World War II, 
an outcome that power-
fully changed American 
life. To explore what hap-
pened locally after the 
soldiers came home, the 
Salem Museum has an-
nounced a new feature 
exhibit,  BOOM! Salem 
After WWII, that cel-
ebrates the boom times 
that Salem and the Unit-
ed States experienced 
from 1945 through 1952.

In Salem, the period 
started and ended with 
a BOOM - parades, pro-
grams, and community-
wide celebrations. When 
victory was announced in 
1945, all of Salem erupt-
ed with joy. Impromptu 
parades took place along 

Main Street, culminating 
in celebratory programs 
held at Municipal Field. 
A similar set of events, 
planned in advance this 
time, took place in 1952 
when Salem celebrated 
its 150th anniversary. 
The whole town turned 
out for parades, historical 
performances featuring a 

cast of 500, and other ac-
tivities that lasted for a 
week.

In between, Salem ex-
perienced a baby boom 
and a surge in students, 
growing demand for sub-
urban housing, and a 
wide range of consumer 
goods available once 
more. New businesses 
opened and expanded up 
and down Main Street 
and all through the town. 
Some are still in opera-
tion, such as Medeco, 
Graham-White Manu-
facturing Company, 
and Maid Bess Garment 
Company (now Inte-
grated Textile Solutions). 
Others now gone, but 
well remembered, includ-
ed Tarpley’s, Valleydale, 
and the Lee-Hi Drive-in. 
Existing schools saw ex-
pansions, and two new 
schools—West Salem 
and South Salem El-
ementary Schools—were 
soon built.

“This time period is 
when modern Salem be-
gins to take shape,” said 

Alex Burke, the Salem 
Museum’s assistant direc-
tor and exhibit designer. 
“It’s interesting to look 
back and see how this 
time period leads into the 
Salem we know today.”

The exhibit opens with 
a display of weapons and 
equipment that soldiers 
brought home from the 
war. Some notable fig-
ures from Salem’s history 
are featured: Brigadier 
General Guy Denit, who 
witnessed the Japanese 
surrender; 12-year-old 
Russell Gwaltney, na-
tional marbles champion; 
authors Elizabeth Gresh-
am and Alfreda Marion 
Peel; Frank Chapman, 
Sr., town manager; and 
actor John Payne, the 
star of  Miracle on 34th 
Street.

BOOM! Salem After 

WWII was made possible 
through the support of 
the William and Margaret 
Robertson Endowment.

- Submitted by Fran 
Ferguson, Salem Museum 

& Historical Society 
Executive Director

Be sure to 
‘Like’ the New 
Castle Record 
on Facebook.

Currently, Democrats 
control both houses of the 
General Assembly and the 
governorship. Additionally, 
the GOP has a current 12-
year losing streak in state-
wide races. 

Over 53,000 Republi-
cans were certifi ed as del-

egates for the party’s unas-
sembled convention. On 
June 8, six Democrats will 
compete for the party’s 
nomination for lieutenant 
governor in a primary. Th e 
only state with an open-seat 
gubernatorial contest this 
year is Virginia.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Herd immunity

When COVID-19 was 
fi rst identifi ed in the United 
States last year, it quickly 
spread through communi-
ties throughout the country 
because it was a new virus 
against which we did not 
have any natural immuni-

ty. Simply put, immunity, or 
our ability to resist a bacteria 
or virus, occurs when our 
bodies create antibodies and/
or specialized blood cells 
to fi ght against these infec-
tious invaders. Ending the 
pandemic will require a sig-
nifi cant percentage of people 
to become immune to the 
disease.

Herd immunity occurs 
when a large portion of the 
population (the herd) is im-
mune to an infectious dis-
ease. If enough people are 

protected, there is some indi-
rect protection for those who 
do not have immunity, for 
example, people who can-
not get vaccinated because 
of their age (very young chil-
dren) or because of an un-
derlying medical condition.

Measles, mumps, polio, 
and chickenpox are exam-
ples of infectious diseases 
that were once very com-
mon but are now rare in 
the U.S., in part because of 
herd immunity. Th ere are 
two ways to achieve herd 

immunity: when a large 
portion of the population 
gets infected with the dis-
ease, or when a large por-
tion receives a protective 
vaccine. Of the two, vac-
cination is far preferable 
because it avoids unnec-
essary illnesses and death 
associated with the actual 
disease.

Although we have learned 
a lot about COVID-19 in 
the last year, we don’t know 
the exact percentage of peo-
ple who need to be vaccinat-
ed to reach herd immunity 
in any given community. 
Experts don’t believe that 
there will be a “herd im-
munity day” that will allow 

life to immediately go back 
to normal. And we certainly 
aren’t at high enough levels 
yet but every day, more peo-
ple are choosing to get vac-
cinated, bringing us closer to 
our goal.

Although we have not 
reached herd immunity, as 
our vaccination rates in-
crease and our COVID-19 
case counts decrease, we are 
making progress. Late last 
week, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and Governor 
Northam announced that 
fully vaccinated individuals 
can enjoy taking steps that 
lead us back to a more nor-
mal way of life. For example, 

fully vaccinated individu-
als do not need to wear a 
mask when they are out and 
about. Th is is a powerful in-
centive to get vaccinated.

Unfortunately, while we 
are making progress, the re-
ality is that this pandemic is 
a global challenge, and we’ll 
have to see immunization 
rates rise around the world 
before we can truly put CO-
VID-19 behind us. It is im-
portant to acknowledge that 
we are likely to continue to 
experience ups and downs in 
these unprecedented times 
but we can all do our part. 
Getting vaccinated is the 
single best way out of this 
pandemic.

Dr. Cynthia 
Morrow

Roanoke City and Alleghany 
Health Districts Health Director

Keeping Veterans safe, healthy 
is our continuing mission

SUBMITTED PHOTO Dr. Rebecca Stackhouse 

It’s been more than 15 
months since our nation 
began its fi ght against CO-
VID-19. Th e burdens and 
responsibilities of the pan-
demic have strained organi-
zations, families, and each 
of us in personal ways, but 
we are closing the gap with 
increased vaccinations and 
by continuing the measures 
that have helped us for the 
last year. 

At the Salem VA Health 
Care System, we’ve provided 
more than 21,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
nationwide, the VA has dis-
tributed vaccine to more 
than 2.3 million Veterans. 
For people like Army Vet-
eran Antonius Dillard, he 
got the vaccine because he 
wanted to hug his daughter 
again. He also had the virus 
in late 2020 and said, “I’d 
hate for my worst enemy to 
go through with it.” Others 
like Navy Veteran Colleen 
Russell, “I decided to get my 
COVID vaccination mostly 
because I don’t want to get 
COVID.”

Recent legislation has en-
abled us to open vaccination 
clinics to any Veteran – re-
gardless of enrollment status 
or type of discharge - along 
with their spouse or care-
giver. We encourage every 
Veteran, Veteran’s spouse, 
and caregiver to receive their 
COVID-19 vaccine. If you 
are a Veteran who received 
your vaccine with a commu-
nity provider, please bring 
your vaccination card to 
your next appointment. If 
you or a Veteran in your life 
haven’t come in for care in a 
while, please check in with 
your provider team and con-
sider scheduling an appoint-
ment. If you know a Veteran 
who isn’t enrolled in VA 
health care and is interested 
in their eligibility, please di-
rect them to the following 
website: http://www.va.gov/
health-care/eligibility/

OBITUARY
Lowery, James Jay “Jim”

James Jay Lowery passed away peace-
fully on May 9 at his home in New Cas-
tle after a courageous battle with cancer. 
He was 76 years old.

Jim graduated from New Castle High 
School, Class of 1963, and Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity, Class of 1967. He was a proud 
member of Tech’s Air Force ROTC and 
earned both a BS and an MS in Chemi-
cal Engineering. He served as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Air Force. Most of his 
engineering career was with Celanese 
(Hoecht) in Charlotte, NC, where he 
resided until returning to New Castle.

Jim was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Jesse James and Gertrude Reynolds 
Lowery, and his brother, Stuart Samuel 
Lowery. 

Jim was an unusual soul who loved 
to entertain his family with his life’s sto-
ries and his deep interest in politics. He 
loved collecting lots of things like an-
tique lamps, antique toys and tools. Lots 
and lots of tools! And he collected chain-
saws!!! He also loved all things ‘farming.’ 
He was so proud to continue owning the 
farm that had been in his family for nine 
generations. 

Jim is survived by his four sisters, 

Linda (Joe) London, Cheryl (James) 
Lockhart, Karen (George) Barnhart; and 
Susie (Ron) Kaff en, sister-in-law, Jackie 
Lowery; various nieces and nephews, 
who loved Uncle Jim dearly, Kim (Cin-
dy) London, Teresa (James) London, 
Jackie Oppelt, Whitney (Greg) Stinson, 
Aaron (Annie) Kaff en, Adam (Jen) Kaf-
fen and Jessy (Matt) York.

Uncle Jim was also loved by his great-
nieces; Rachel Oppelt, Lily and Char-
lotte Hamilton, Taylor Kaff en, Ida Kaf-
fen and Eloise York.

A special thanks to his niece, Jackie 
Lockhart Oppelt, for caring for Jim 
through his time in New Castle. Th anks 
to his home health caretakers, Brandy, 
Brandon, Katie, Linda and Barbara. A 
special thanks to his doctors and to Car-
illion Hospice for their care and support.

Per his wishes, Jim has been cremated, 
and his ashes will be interred at Huff -
man Memorial Park in New Castle. A 
graveside memorial service will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 1, at 
Huff man Memorial Park. Military Rites 
will be performed by VFW Post #4491.

In lieu of fl owers, please make a do-
nation to your favorite cause in Jim’s 
honor.

Rebecca Stackhouse 
Salem VA Health Care 

System Executive Director

Guest Contributor

their care, while others have 
begun scheduling appoint-
ments for the weeks ahead, 
either within the VA or when 
eligible, in the community.  

We are proud that so 
many Veterans continue to 
choose VA, allowing us to 
coordinate timely, quality 
and patient-focused care in-
side or outside our walls. 

I want our Veterans to 
know that Salem VAHCS 
is dedicated to caring for 
them, not just in this time 
of national emergency, but 
continuing now and into 
the future. While we are part 
of the national health care 
system, fi rst and foremost, 
we are members of this vi-
brant community. Salem 
VAHCS’s more than 1,800 
employees are here day and 
night for those who have 
served our nation and call 
southwest Virginia home. 

I hope Veterans and all 
members of the community 
will take the time to work 
with their medical provid-
ers and get their COVID-19 
vaccinations. Our doors are 
open, and we look forward 
to seeing you soon.

More than a year ago we 
began implementing safety 
measures to protect Veterans 
and our staff  from getting 
sick. For each appointment 
we weighed the options and 
risks and when clinical ur-
gency rose above the risk of 
COVID-19, we provided 
in-person care. When it did 
not, we off ered alternatives. 
Th is was the right decision 
and, in many cases, Veterans 
told us they preferred post-
poning routine care because 
they did not want to risk be-
ing exposed to the virus. 

We successfully moved 
many appointments to 
video and telephone when 
that was appropriate and 
helped meet the needs of 
our patients. Th is has of-
fered unexpected benefi ts 
of convenience for Veterans 
and additional engagement 
options for family and care-
givers. Unlike with in-per-
son care, virtual options give 
a Veteran’s support network 
the ability to join visits and 
engage with VA providers 
more easily. We anticipate 
continuing to off er virtual 
visits even as we return to 
more in-person care. 

As we move forward, we 
are welcoming Veterans back 
and encouraging them to 
talk to their health care teams 
about coming in for routine 
and preventative care. Th ese 
appointments, from cancer 
screenings to eye exams are 
essential to staying healthy 
and ultimately saving lives. 

As our community spread 
of COVID-19 decreases, 
many have already resumed 

Vehicular heatstroke dangers 
increase as temperatures rise
DMV urges parents, caregivers, pet owners to “look before you lock”

In 2020, 24 children in the United 
States died as a result of being left in an un-
attended hot vehicle, according to the Na-
tional Highway Traffi  c Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA). As temperatures begin to 
climb, the Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) urges parents and caregiv-
ers to never leave children unattended in a 
vehicle – even for a minute – no matter the 
temperature.

When the outside temperature is 80 de-
grees, a car can heat up to 100 degrees in 
just 10 minutes. Parking in the shade and 
rolling down the car’s windows have little 
eff ect on inside temperature, and as time 
goes by the temperature rises. Children 
have died from heatstroke in cars when out-
side temperatures were as low as 60 degrees.

“As the weather is warming up in the 
Commonwealth and we are traveling more 
frequently, we need to establish habits that 
will help keep our children and pets safe 
when we get out of our vehicles,” said DMV 
Commissioner Richard D. Holcomb, the 
Governor’s Highway Safety Representative. 
“All hot car deaths are preventable and we - 
as parents, caregivers, and bystanders - have 
a responsibility to keep those more vulner-
able to heatstroke safe.”

Both children and pets are especially 
prone to being harmed by heatstroke. Chil-
dren heat up three-to-fi ve times faster than 
adults, according to  kidsandcars.org. Pets 
cannot sweat like humans; they can only 
cool down through panting, according to 
the Humane Society of the United States. 
High temperatures can cause irreparable or-
gan damage in pets and even death. 

A good rule of thumb is to always “look 
before you lock,” NHTSA says. Drivers are 
encouraged to check the back seats of their 
vehicle before locking it and walking away. 
A helpful reminder may be to keep a stuff ed 
animal or pet’s toy in the back seat when 
it’s empty, and move it to the front seat as 
a visual reminder when a child or pet is in 
the back seat.

Additionally, caregivers should be mind-
ful of the dangers of heat when traveling 
with the elderly. As people age, it becomes 
more diffi  cult to regulate temperature 
and the ability to sweat decreases, making 
the elderly more at risk of heatstroke than 
younger adults, according to the National 
Institutes of Health.

-Submitted by Communications 
Specialist Jessica Cowardin
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To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

AD NETWORK

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

($12/hr)

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

First Annual  
Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

 Life Center of 
Galax  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Notice of 
Application for 

Merger of Banks 

comments.applications@ 
rich.frb.org

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/ 
youtube

www.christiansburg.org/ 
publichearings

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

Legals - City of 
Radford

OF 210 INGLES 
STREET, 

RADFORD, VA 
24141.  

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Radford

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! Ronnie Jenkins 
II Siding, Roo  ng, Gutters and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise your 

business statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
RECRUITMENT 
HIRING? We can help you  ll your open 
positions! Promote job listings statewide!
Affordable Print and Digital Advertising 
Solutions reaching job seekers. Call this
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS $195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certi  ed Professionals. Call 312-
291-9169 or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

Request for 
Proposals 

City of Radford 
East Main Street 

Sidewalk 
Improvements 
UPC 117992 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000419-00 

Legals -
Montgomery County
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Rockets will host Covington on “Senior Night”

game at Narrows was 
postponed due to inclem-
ent weather. Th at will be 
made up in Narrows to-
day, weather permitting.

On Th ursday of last 
week the girls played host 
to Eastern Montgomery 
and dropped a 15-1 deci-
sion. Although it was a 
lopsided score, the girls 
played much better than 
they did when the two ri-
vals met in Ellison.

“In the second inning 
we had a player get in-
jured, leaving us to play 
with eight,” said coach 
Elaina WolfeCarper. 
“Quite a few runs were 

scored off  hits to center-
fi eld with no one playing 
there, as we had them in 
left center and right cen-
ter.”

Sara Jones pitched the 
whole game for Craig 
and struck out a dozen. 
She was also two for three 
at the plate and scored 
Craig’s only run.

“Overall, they played a 
much better game,” said 
WolfeCarper. “Everyone 
got the bat on the ball, and 
EM's pitcher was pitching 
very well.”

Next week the Rockets 
will go to Parry McCluer 
on Th ursday, June 3.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Emily Fowler bats for the Rockets. Kylee Clifton is ready to hit.

Gabriella Hypes is on first for the Craig softball team.

Craig soccer team is 4-2 with Covington coming on Th ursday

Th e Craig County soc-
cer team will play host to 
Covington this Th ursday 
with a 5:30 pm kickoff  at 
Mitchell Field.

Th e Cougars are a Pio-

neer District opponent, 
and the Rockets are 4-1 
thus far against Pioneer 
teams. Th ey’re 4-2 overall 
with a non-district loss to 
Auburn early in the season.

PHOTOS BY DONNA DEPLAZES
Alex McDowell(#14) battles Narrows opponents for the ball.

Ava Greenway(#6) and Logan Kitler push the ball down 
the field. Clayton Owens(#9) scores for the Rockets.

Remembering Willie Mays Night

Th ere isn’t much good 
about getting older but 
there are a few things, 
like being able to remem-
ber watching Willie Mays 
play baseball in his prime. 
I did, and I’m not so old 
that I can’t remember.

It was in the early ‘60s, 
and I was about 10 years 
old, give or take a year. 
Our church group took a 
bus to a Phillies game ev-
ery summer and my dad 
always made sure we had 
a couple seats for the trip. 
He wasn’t a big baseball 
fan, but I was falling in 
love with the game at that 
stage of my life and I’m 
sure he enjoyed how ex-
cited I was to go to a big 
league game.

Th e Phillies played at 
Connie Mack Stadium 
at that time, a quaint old 
ballpark in the middle of 
Philadelphia that seated 
about 32,000 people. It 
smelled of beer on the 
concourse and the wood-
en seats were small, but 

the bleachers were close to 
the fi eld and it was a great 
place to watch a game up 
close.

On this particular sea-
son the guy in charge of 
the trip, Jim Church(that’s 
his real name, by the way), 
picked a game against the 
San Francisco Giants for 
our group to see. Th ey 
were loaded with stars like 
Orlando Cepeda, Willie 
McCovey, Felipe Alou, 
Juan Marichal and others, 
but the biggest star of all 
was Willie Mays.

I can remember the Gi-
ants warming up on the 
immaculately kept green 
grass, and my eyes never 
left Willie Mays. He was 
my favorite “Non-Phillie” 
player. He could do it all; 
hit, run, hit for power, 
throw people out and 
make spectacular catches 
in centerfi eld, ones that are 
still replayed today. And, 
he did it all with a fl air, 
losing his cap running 
the bases or making those 
“basket catches” of easy fl y 
balls that our Little League 
coaches would warn us not 
to try. I can still hear coach 
“Wormie” Alderfer telling 
us, “when you get to be as 
good as Willie Mays you 
can catch the ball like that, 

until then catch it in front 
of your face and use two 
hands.”

Here’s what I remember 
most about that game. At 
one point there were run-
ners on second and third 
and Mays was due up. 
Phillies manager Gene 
Mauch decided to inten-
tionally walk Mays and 
pitch to Cepeda with the 
bases loaded. Th e move 
backfi red when Cepeda hit 
a grand slam home run off  
one of the big billboards 
that sat atop the leftfi eld 
pavilion roof at ole’ Con-
nie Mack. I’ll never forget 
it.

Hard to believe Willie 
Mays turned 90 a couple 
weeks ago. He was one 
of the all-time greats, and 
the best ever in the eyes of 
many.

My trip to Connie 
Mack in the early ‘60s 
wasn’t the last time I saw 
Mays in person. He came 
to Salem for “Willie Mays 
Night” in 1985. Our own-
ers at the time, Arthur 
Hecht and Stanley Wald-
shan, were from New York 
and Arthur in particular 
was a big Mays fan going 
back to when the Giants 
were in New York. Some-
how they got Mays to 

come here for a day and 
throw out the fi rst ball at 
a Salem Redbirds Carolina 
League game.

Willie visited a local 
hospital in the afternoon. 
Th e late Jon Kaufman, a 
good friend of mine who 
worked for the Redbirds, 
was in charge of Wil-
lie’s trip and he carried a 
bunch of photos for Wil-
lie to sign and give away. 
He told me how impatient 
Willie got if he didn’t get 
him the pictures as quickly 
as he liked. Jon was get-
ting irritated with the way 
Willie was treating him, 
but about that time Wil-
lie took off  his watch and 
gave it to a patient who 
was a veteran, and Jon had 
nothing bad to say after 
that.

Th e Redbirds had made 
up a uniform number  
“24” Salem jersey to pres-
ent to Willie before the 
game that night. He was 
to throw out the fi rst ball 
after signing autographs in 
front of the clubhouse for 
about a half hour before 
the game. However, it was 
a rainy night and the game 
was delayed, and that got 
Willie aggravated.

“He kept saying, ‘I 
gotta hop a plane out of 

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Willie Mays signs autographs for fans at a Salem 
Redbirds game in 1985.

here, I can’t wait’,” recalled 
Kaufman as the rain delay 
continued. 

Finally the game got 
underway and Willie 
threw out the fi rst pitch to 
the cheers of many at old 
Salem Municipal Field, 
which is now Billy Sample 
Field at Kiwanis Park. As 
soon as he threw out that 
pitch he was “outta there,” 
hoppin’ a plane back to 
wherever he came from.

It’s a game I’ll always 
remember, and not just 
because of Willie. Mitch 
Williams, who went on to 
have a nice career in the 
big leagues, was a Texas 
Rangers’ prospect at the 

time and he was our start-
ing pitcher that night. 
Williams was known to 
be wild at times, and he 
was at his wildest on this 
night. He walked a cou-
ple batters, hit one, then 
walked a couple more as 
the big crowd on hand to 
see Willie groaned. Wil-
liams never made it out of 
the fi rst inning before he 
was relieved, to the relief 
of the Redbirds’ fans. 

I’m sure Willie had 
hopped on that plane be-
fore Williams turned on 
the shower. It was a night 
I’ll always remember and I 
have Willie’s autograph on 
a baseball to remind me.

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

Last week Craig split 
two games against Pioneer 
teams, defeating Narrows 
but losing to Bath County. 
Craig won 5-2 in Narrows 
in a very physical game, as 
was expected.

Dalton Henderson had 
two goals for the Rockets 
while Bryce Drake, Hunter 
Ashley and Claire Deplazes 
had one each. Lucas Taylor 
had two assists and Mason 

Huff man had fi ve saves in 
the goal. Alex McDowell 
also kept a ball from go-
ing into the cage when he 
booted it free and clear.

Coach Robin Nobles 
credited McDowell, 
Drake, Taylor and Alexis 
Jones with strong eff orts 
in the win over the Green 
Wave.

Last Th ursday at Bath 
County the Rockets lost 

8-5, dropping a game to 
a district opponent for the 
fi rst time this season.

“It was back and forth,” 
said Nobles. “It was more 
like a tennis match than a 
soccer game.”

Henderson scored the 
fi rst four goals for Craig 
and assisted on the fi fth, 
by Clayton Owens. Tay-
lor had two more assists 
for Craig and Huff man 

had eight saves to keep the 
Rockets in the game. He 
was cited by coach Nobles 
along with Drake, Owens 
Huff man and Ava Green-
way.

Th e Rockets will have 
a rematch with Bath next 
Tuesday in New Castle 
and the regular season will 
end with a trip to Parry 
McCluer on Th ursday, 
June 3.

Th e Craig County soft-
ball team will observe “Se-
nior Night” on Th ursday 
when the Rockets play 

host to Covington, and 
that will be a big night for 
Abigayle Price.

“Abby” is the only senior 

on the Craig County team. 
Th e Rockets have four ju-
niors and the rest of the 
girls are either freshmen or 

sophomores as they build 
for future success. 

Th e girls got just one 
game in last week, as a 
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