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Craig County High School’s Class of 
1961 commemorates 60th reunion

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig County High Class of 1961 celebrated their 60th reunion at the Olde Hotel on June 12. On June 10, 
1961, 26 students graduated. Roughly half that number was present last Saturday. A full article will be in next 
week’s paper. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Jonathan Huffman and his family recently enjoyed an 
unforgettable experience at the ACH & BGA Southern 
West Virginia State Championship Event. “I want to 
thank Steve White and the folks up there for hosting a 
great event and giving us the opportunity to show a few 
SMK hounds,” he said. “They were some great folks, 
and it was a beautiful drive to get there.”

Upcoming 
Coon dog show 
and events

People all over the 
country enjoy a variety of 
sports. In Craig County, 
one popular sport is the 
pride and joy of the com-
munity and involves good 
coon hound dogs. 

While most people 
hunt, many simply show 
up. 

One passionate coon 
dog owner, Jonathan 
Huff man, is hoping more 
will enter their dogs into 
the upcoming American 

Coon Hunters and Big 
Game Association (ACH 
– BGA) 2021 - 1st Round 
Big Game World Quali-
fi ers. Th e event is sched-
uled for three days, June 
18-20, and is expected 
to be held at 495 Camp 
Mitchell Road in New 
Castle. 

Entry fee is $15 per 
hound per competition 
and all hounds must be 
registered in ACH & 
BGA. Entries can be com-
pleted online prior to the 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

PHOTO BY NIKKI JOHNSTON
As we celebrate Virginia Agriculture Week June 13 – 19, it is important 
to show appreciation for all that work in the agriculture industry. Be 
mindful that it is hay season, so be aware that you may encounter farm 
machinery on the roads. Please be patient and courteous as everyone 
wants to get where they are going safely.

Farm Bureau celebrates Agriculture Week

With the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, food, gas and other natural re-
sources have been altered in their 

availability. However, according to 
Craig County Farm Bureau em-
ployee Jeannie Layton-Dudding, 
there is a benefi t to living in a rural 
area rich in farmland. 

Th is week, Virginia Agriculture 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Week is being celebrated. Dud-
ding wished to share “a snapshot of 
Agriculture in Craig County” with 
everyone. 

She posed the questions, “How 
many of us went to the grocery 
store in the past year and had trou-
ble getting a food item that was on 
our shopping list? Had you ever 
experienced this before the pan-
demic?” 

“I am guessing that most of us 
would say yes to my fi rst question 
and no to my second question,” 
she continued.  

Research shows that America has 
one of the safest and most plentiful 
food supplies in the world, in large 
part to the American farmer. 

Dudding continued, “With the 
population being two to three gen-
erations removed from the farm, 
this is something we often take for 
granted. Th ere are many people 
who have no idea or appreciation 
of where their food comes from 

Traveling girl’s hoops team 
slam-dunks their tournament

Th e COVID-19 pandemic stole 
many a teen’s high school memo-
ries over the last year. As a result, 
some parents decided to help their 

children live as “normal” as possible 
in creating a traveling team to play 
sports. 

Craig County has always been 
known as a family type of com-
munity. Th e community joined 
together to provide an avenue of 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig County Rockets Girl’s traveling basketball team finished with 
the main win. Members of the team, from left to right, Amber Medley, 
Laiken May, Daleigh Donithan, Maggie Mays, Jenna Boitnotte, Natalie 
Fisher, Kallie Fisher, Kailyn Jones, Emily Smith Kammie Fisher and 
Annalese Fisher. Coaches Brock Jones and Tommy Fisher are the in 
back. Roland Donithan is not pictured.

sports for their kids to enjoy, keep 
positive and stay healthy.

Th ough a traveling team has to 
pay their own way, and there are no 
state-paid buses, parents chose to 
fi nd a way to make it happen any-
way. 

“Th e girls were middle school 
age, and the schools did not have 
the capacity or ability to do middle 
school,” Debbie Boitnotte said. 

Adults that helped make this 
happen for the basketball team in-
clude: Stacey Fisher, Gina Smith, 
Debbie Boitnotte, Roland Donith-
an, Brock Jones and Tommy Fisher, 
the last three serving as coaches. 
Dedication not only kept the team 
going but was a great mentoring 
opportunity for the team to ob-
serve, that with drive, teamwork 
and support, dreams can come true. 

Smith was a strong advocate for 
the girls being able to play sports, 
with safety at the forefront. Tom-
my and Stacey Fisher then joined 
Smith and “pulled the rest of us in,” 
Boitnotte shared. 

Boitnotte then created a sign-in 

See Hoops, page 3

See Farm, page 5

See Huffman, page 3

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Lawnmower Derby continues to be a huge hit for 
the youth and everyone involved.

Lawnmower Derby was 
small in numbers, 
but strong in hits

Th ere were out-loud 
shouts as the younger teens 
drove their lawnmowers into 
the muddy ring at the 2021 
Summer Lawnmower Derby. 

All drivers were ready with 
their mowers and their at-
titudes. Th ey were, Holley 
Givens in her black and white 
Cowabunga, Carter Givens 
in his black Kickn’ Grass 
mower, Waylan Hypes in his 
13 - Camo-look Mountain 
Ghost and Hall in another 
black lawnmower. 

Th e horn blew and all 

started ramming. Holley and 
Carter were used to this event 
as they have entered almost 
every Lawnmower Derby 
since it started. 

All four tried to hit hard 
and fast all at once. As they 
got tangled up, the judges 
were quick to separate them, 
being cautious and get their 
feet out of the way, as the 
drivers were quick to hit 
someone again. 

Holley got a hit by Hypes 
and the mower started turn-
ing up on its side, but she re-
gained her balance. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Derby, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. “Sleepless In Seattle” 
actress Ryan
 4. One of Santa’s reindeer
10. Before the present
11. Type of butter
12. Location of White 
House
14. Motion
15. Tree part
16. Regions around the 
North Pole
18. Fits on a boat’s 
gunwale
22. Discuss after it’s 
happened
23. Milk substitute for 
coffee
24. Describes one who 
believes in supreme being
26. Equally

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

27. Famed director Forman
28. Popular apartment style
30. British School
31. Advanced degree
34. Order of architecture
36. Investment account 
(abbr.)
37. Snakelike fi shes
39. Children’s tale bear
40. Norse personifi cation of 
old age
41. Atomic #58
42. Moving your head
48. 1878 Kentucky Derby 
winner
50. Frankfurter
51. Small, seedless raisin
52. Device in papermaking 
machine
53. Go
54. Open payment initiative 

(abbr.)
55. “Westworld” actor Harris
56. Saturated with salt
58. Marry
59. Report on
60. Midway between north 
and northeast
CLUES DOWN
 1. Rays
 2. Self-centered person
 3. One you look after
 4. Prosecutor
 5. Portion
 6. Speaks ill of
 7. Formal system for com-
puter programs
 8. To make angry
 9. Rural delivery
12. Group of languages
13. Large First Nations group
17. Circulating life force in 

Chinese philosophy
19. Excludes
20. Body cavity of a metazoan
21. Swedish monetary unit
25. Works with
29. Partner to “to”
31. Rewards (archaic)
32. One of Caroline Islands
33. Type of alcohol
35. Eat a lot
38. Nuns
41. Dog
43. Become more serious
44. Choose
45. Newspapers use it
46. World’s longest river
47. Commanded to go faster
49. Cabs
56. Mr. T’s “A-Team” char-
acter
57. Document signed (abbr.)

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 

p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 

Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., 
with communion at each, 
and is on Facebook live at 
9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
by Father Steve McNalley. 
They are also live on 
Facebook. For more 
information, contact (540) 
864-8686 or send an email 
to stjohnnewcastle@tds.
net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 

cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 1, 
Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden 
Club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 

guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
by appointment only. For 
more information, contact 
540-864-5136.

JUNE 26 – 30 

Grace Baptist will be 
having its Vacation Bible 
School for kindergarten 
through eighth grade 
students from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. A meal will be provided 
each night for the kids. For 
more information, contact 
540-864-7729.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Send community 
news and photos to 

shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Make sure to thank a farmer during Virginia Agriculture Week

Governor Ralph Northam re-
cently proclaimed June 13 – 19 
as Virginia Agriculture Week, 
recognizing Virginia's largest 
industry. Agriculture produc-
tion in Virginia contributes $70 
billion annually to the state’s 
economy and employs more 
than 334,000 people. 

According to the  US De-
partment of Agriculture 2017 

Census of Agriculture, most 
Virginia farms range from 50 
to 179 acres, with 97 percent 
of those farms owned and oper-
ated by families. Eight percent 
of Virginia farmers sell direct to 
consumers. Livestock, poultry 
and related products have the 
highest market value in Virgin-
ia, followed by crops including 
grains, vegetables, fruits, Christ-

mas trees and other horticulture 
products, and hay.

Th e Census showed that there 
were 179 farms in Craig County. 
Th e market value of all products 
sold was reported as $4,658,000. 
Livestock, poultry and related 
products accounted for 82 per-
cent of the value, with crops val-
ued at 18 percent of the total. 

“As the pandemic created 

economic disruptions, capacity 
restrictions and other unique 
challenges, Virginia’s agricul-
tural industry continued to 
provide food, fi ber and fuel to 
consumers around the state, na-
tion and world,” said Secretary 
of Agriculture and Forestry Bet-
tina Ring. “Virginia Agriculture 
Week provides an opportunity 
for us to thank our farmers and 

agribusinesses for their critical 
role in the commonwealth’s eco-
nomic rebound. We can all help 
our economy recover and thank 
Virginia’s farmers by purchas-
ing fresh, local Virginia-grown 
products.”

-Submitted by 
Ann G. Harrell, 

Communications Specialist

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Buffalo in Craig County Cattle are among the most valuable Craig County farm products. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY US FOODS
After 26 years of being an employee at US Foods, Steve 
Akers was inducted into the IFDA Truck Driver Hall of Fame. 

Roanoke Valley resident inducted into IFDA Truck Driver Hall of Fame

History was recently 
made in the Roanoke Val-
ley. On May 21, longtime 
resident Steve Akers was 
one of 70 individuals na-
tionwide inducted into the 
Class of 2021 Internation-
al Foodservice Distributors 
Association (IFDA)Truck 
Driver Hall of Fame. Since 
its inception, IFDA has 
worked tirelessly with its 
member companies to pro-
mote a culture of safety. 
Th is year marks the largest 

inducted class to date. 
Akers, as to be expected, 

is immensely proud of his 
hall of fame accomplish-
ment.

“When you’re on the 
road, safety isn’t just about 
you as the driver, it’s about 
every person you share the 
road with and I take that 
commitment very seri-
ously,” he said. “It is a great 
honor and privilege to be 
recognized by IFDA for 
my commitment to safety. 
I could not have accom-
plished this without the 
support of my US Foods 

team. I truly work for a ter-
rifi c group of people.”

Added Drew Rhodes, 
the Manager of Transpor-
tation for US Foods, “Steve 
has held many driving du-
ties with US Foods and 
has always demonstrated 
a commitment to being a 
team player. He is willing 
to go above and beyond 
when asked and always 
puts safety fi rst.” 

Th ere are over 130,000 
foodservice distribution 
drivers currently on the 
road, but only those with 
the best safety records and 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

longevity of service qualify 
for the IFDA Truck Driver 
Hall of Fame.

“Th ese hard-working 
professional drivers are 
truly essential to our econ-
omy, national security, and 
way of life,” said Mark S. 
Allen, President and CEO 
of IFDA. “Our drivers are 
the heart of the foodservice 
distribution industry – en-
abling our member compa-
nies to safely and effi  ciently 
deliver food and supplies to 
professional kitchens across 
the country, even during 
times of crisis.”

In addition to shifts of-
ten surpassing 50 hours a 
week, additional facts about 
truck drivers include: only 
six percent are women, 
nearly nine million are em-
ployed in the truck indus-
try, 70 percent of all U.S. 
freight is transported via 
Class 8 trucks and small-
business trucking compa-
nies comprise 90 percent of 
the industry. 

“Th e International 
Foodservice Distributors 
Association (IFDA) is the 
premier trade organiza-
tion representing the $303 
billion foodservice distri-
bution industry,” Senior 

Media Relations Special-
ist Gerald Witt said. “Th is 
industry ensures a safe and 
effi  cient supply of food 
and products to more than 
one million restaurants 
and foodservice outlets in 

the U.S. every day.” 
When asked if he had 

any advice for those who 
want to become a truck 
driver, Akers responded, 
“Work hard, rest well and 
always put safety fi rst.”
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event. Permanent hound 
registrations are $25.00. 
Hounds do not have to be 
registered with any other 
registry to be registered 
in ACH & BGA. How-
ever, one must be a cur-
rent member to register 
hounds. Th e annual ACH 
& BGA membership is 
$25 and can be completed 
online too. 

All three qualifi er class-
es are $25 per hound en-
try. 

Th ere will be food and 
vendors at these events and 
outside and non-sponsor 
vendors are welcome also. 
Th e fee is $50. 

Starting on June 18: 
•7 p.m. - Youth Bench 

Show  - A bench show is 
where you display your 
hound on a bench to be 
judged on its characteris-
tics in comparison to the 
preset breed standards, its 
movements and its obedi-
ence

•8 p.m. - Youth Nite 
Hunt - Youth is anyone 
under 18, Jr. is a division 
of youth age group 6-12, 
Sr. is 12-18.

On June 19: 
•10 a.m. - Youth Field 

Trial (Raccoon) 
•11 a.m. - Youth Tree 

Contest (Raccoon) 
•12 p.m. - Adult Field 

Trial (Raccoon)  - Field 
trial is where a scent trail 
is laid over a distance 
around a predetermined 
coarse and ends where the 
target is placed in a tree 10 
plus feet off  the ground. 
Hounds are then released 
in groups (usually of four) 
to see which will follow 
the scent trail to the tree 
the fastest

•2 p.m. - Adult Tree 
Contest (Raccoon)  - A 
tree contest is where a tar-
get is placed at an elevated 
height and your hound is 
evaluated on how many 
times it barks at the target 
in one minute 

•*Point toward World 
Qualifi er* 4 p.m. Youth 
100 Yard Tree Dash 
(Bear)* -  100 yard tree 
dash is where a decoy 
is placed in a tree and 
hounds are lined up in 
groups(heats) of usually 
four at a distance of 100 
yards from the tree, they 
are released and the fi rst 
dog to the tree wins

•5 p.m. - Adult 100 
Yard Tree Dash (Bear)*

•6 p.m. - Adult Bench 
Show 

sheet for everyone that at-
tended practice (includ-
ing adults) which had the 
same questions the CDC 
recommended, to fol-
low protocols set forth by 
CDC and the School.

Th e men became the 
coaches and the ladies 
made sure that the much 
the proper paperwork was 
complete, Club Camp 

Mitchell (CCM) was kept 
clean, and the team was 
provided for at the games. 

Th eir team is known as 
the Girls Traveling Craig 
County Rockets (AAU 
Basketball).  All who are 
in attendance regularly 
received their AAU mem-
bership which also must 
be renewed annually. 

“Adults are required to 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Natalie Fisher determined to get around for a shot.

Kailyn Jones blocks her opponent from a pass.

Hoops from page 1

•8 p.m. - Adult Nite 
Hunt- Nite hunt is pret-
ty simple – hunters and 
competitors are divided 
into groups of four to 
go hunting. Each group 
has a judge to keep score 
and make sure everyone 
follows the rules. Th e 
fi rst dog to strike (lo-
cate a coon trail) gets a 
determined number of 
points then the fi rst dog 
to tree the coon gets an-
other score of points. A 
certain number of points 
are awarded to the other 
hounds depending on 
their performance on each 
task as well. Th e dog with 
the most points at the end 
of the hunt wins

On the last day, June 
20, which is World Quali-
fi er bear event 

•Qualifi er: every com-
petition has a points scor-
ing system where dogs 
accumulate points toward 
their title of champion as 
well as toward qualifying 
to compete in the World 
Championship event

•1 p.m. – Jr. Youth 
Field Trial

•2:30 p.m. - Sr. Youth 
Field Trial 

•4 p.m. - Adult Field 
Trial

“At the World Events 
we will be holding are 
two separate bear hound 
events,” Huff man said. 
“Th e fi rst will be the 
youth championship 
known as the ACH & 
BGA Big Game Little 
World Championship 
and the second will be 
the ACH & BGA Big 
Game World Champion-
ship. Both are a series of 
fi eld competitions, but 
the adult version has an 
actual live bear hunt for 
the fi nal 4-6 competitors 
remaining to determine 
the winner based on the 
hound’s performance in 
the hunt.”=

Hopes are for a great 
turnout, lots of fun and 
a show of the extensive 
training these hounds go 
through to be able to ex-
hibit these talents.

have background checks 
before membership is ap-
proved,” Boitnotte said. 
“Th e insurance with mem-
bership covers us regard-
less of where we are.”

Th e girls attended 
camps and clinics at Spec-
trum in Roanoke last sum-
mer.

At the end of Septem-
ber 2020, ten girls par-
ticipated in practices at 
CCM.  Since then, most 
of these athletes have at-
tended 81 practices and 
participated in eight tour-
naments.

Th e last tournament, 
called the Summer Slam, 
was on May 15 when sev-
en of the 11 girls played 
softball games earlier that 
day and then traveled 
to Bristol, Tennessee, to 
play a three-game tourna-
ment.  Th e dedication of 
the parents shown through 
to keep the girls going 
from one sport to the next 
has been nothing short of 
amazing. 

And, it was exciting, as 
the Craig County Rockets 
not only won their soft-
ball games, but they won 
the basketball tournament 
also, and each received a 
medal. 

“Basketball allowed 
these athletes to get in 
shape, be competitive, gain 
friendships and enjoy life 
during a diffi  cult time,” 
Boitnotte said. “Coaches 

and parents enforced the 
academic rule that school-
work needs to be complet-
ed and must have passing 
grades and most of the 
girls have maintained an 
A/B average or better all 
year.” 

Th eir tournaments can 
cost from $125 to $150 
for a one-day tournament 
and up to $250 for two-
day tournaments. 

Parents and coaches 
have dedicated many 
hours to keep the girls 
playing basketball, but 
also help maintain Club 
Camp Mitchell. 

Th e group has cleaned, 
maintained, and even re-
placed broken faucets and 
toilets at CCM while also 
helping with the electric 
bill cost. 

“When the team has a 
tournament, many times 
there is only an hour be-
tween games,” Boitnotte 
noted. “As a group, we 
make sure there is plenty 
of water, Gatorade, and 
healthy snacks (some-
times sandwiches too) for 
them.” 

Th is year, they even had 
a fun “Heart’s Party” for 
the team.

“I am just so excited 
that our girls had the op-
portunity to continue to 
stay active and healthy 
through all of this crazy 
stuff . Our goal was for 
them to have a bit of nor-

malcy in a time of chaos,” 
Smith said. “It was the 
best for them mentally 
and physically. It was bet-
ter than sitting at home 
with no social interaction 
or physical activity.” 

Th ey have fundrais-
ers to help curb the high 
costs of a traveling team. 
Recently, they had a car 
wash and bake sale at 
Food Country. 

Th ey send out many 
thanks to the local busi-
nesses for supporting 
them:

•Food Country for al-
lowing the use of their 
parking lot for their car 
wash and bake sale

•Subway for their sup-
port and making sure the 
team and parents were 
fed with sub platters and 
chips 

•Subway and Linda 
Carper for baking cook-

ies and allowing them to 
be sold

•Carper Quick Mart 
and Supply donating cups

“It was cold and rainy 
but a successful day,” said 
members of the team. 
“Th anks to everyone that 
came out. Th e 11 girls 
that play in the AAU 
travel basketball team re-
ally appreciate it as we 
thank you all more than 
you know. You are our 
big supporters of sports 
and the community. It 
wouldn’t be possible with-
out y’all.” 

Th ey are in hopes to 
have another fundraiser 
on June 19 or later in the 
summer. Th e most to date 
information will be post-
ed on Facebook. 

Recently posted on 
Facebook was, “Th ank 
you, Craig County! It tru-
ly is #smalltownlove.”

Craig County High School 
graduates celebrate their 
journey with family and friends

Ashlyn Stan-
ley, a member of 
the Craig County 
High School Class 
of 2021, recently 
celebrated her ac-
complishment with 
friends, family and 
fellow classmates. 
Said Stanley, “I 
was petrifi ed on 
graduation day. All 
I was thinking was 
don’t forget your 
song and don’t fall. 
Now that I’m out 
of school I plan 
on attending col-
lege in the fall and 
then going on to 
law school.” (Next 
week’s paper will 
feature a full gradu-
ation article)

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Ashlyn Stanley receiving her high school diploma. 
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Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home
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AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.
• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

OPINION

Dr. Cynthia 
Morrow

Roanoke City and Alleghany 
Health Districts Health Director

New Normal

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

Th e library wants to 
celebrate a New Normal. 
If you drive by the library 
during regular hours, come 
on in. No appointments 
are required. We are back 
to full access and are eager 
for our patrons to return. 
Our volunteers are soon 
to be back at the desk and 
have missed you. 

June is the Friends of the 
Library Membership Drive. 
June is also the kick-off  date 
to renew or become a sup-
porting member of your li-
brary. Sign-up at the library 
or at our website in June 
and get your name in the 
hat for a $100.00 gift card 
towards a local business of 
your choice. Please consider 

additional support dollars. 
With new laws increasing 
the salary of our dedicated 
staff , our cost of operations 
is increasing. Any gift is 
greatly appreciated.

Come join us on the li-
brary porch on Saturday, 
June 26, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. to celebrate our 
New Normal. Membership 
forms will be available. We 
are hosting another Swap 
Day with free books and 
a giveaway of household 
goods. Do you have extra 
household goods that need 
re-homing? We invite you 
to bring them, with your 
own set-up, on Saturday at 
10 in the morning. Th e li-
brary will provide outdoor 
space and advertise the day. 
At 3 p.m., pack up and take 
away your things with pos-
sibly a few extra treasures 
you fi nd. All is free.

We are grateful for your 
part in allowing the Craig 

County Library to continue 
its growing services to this 
community. 

 Here is a reminder of a 
few of the services your li-
brary provides:

·Books: E Books & Kin-
dles - Audio Books - Inter 
Library Loans - Large Print

·Magazines and Newspa-
pers

·Movies and DVDs
·Wi-Fi and Hot Spots 

Checkout
·Computer Use and 

Training
·Printing and Fax Service
·Notary Service
·Assistance with Online 

Job Applications
·Voter Registration Forms
·Order Forms for Barn 

Quilts and Ornament Sales
·Children’s Programs
·Online Certifi ed Cours-

es: Universal and Rocket 
Language

·Test Proctoring – 
GED, College and Voca-

tional Testing
·Tax Forms
·Visitors Center -Tourism 

Resources
·Community Bulletin 

Board
·Telescope Checkout
 Submitted by Jane Hen-

derson
Library News:
Membership drive is all 

of this month. It is only $5 
to become a Friend of the 
Library, and there is an easy 
donate button on our web-
site. Th ank you for your 
support.

June 26 – 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Swap Day in the library 
parking the ultimate “Freey-
cle” right here at home. 

Free money for the li-

brary: Please google Kroger 
Community Rewards and 
select Craig County Pub-
lic Library as your charity. 
Th is keeps a constant trickle 
of free money coming our 
way to keep our doors open. 
Th ank you, Kroger!

Library Board meeting: 
July 12 at 6 p.m. on the li-
brary patio. 

National Month of Vaccine Action

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

June is the “National 
Month of Action” to en-
courage more people to 
get vaccinated. As part 
of the White House’s na-
tional effort to have 70 
percent of U.S. adults 

with at least one dose 
of vaccine by July 4, 
the Roanoke City & Al-
leghany Health Districts 
(RCAHD) will offer 
numerous clinics across 
our jurisdictions in up-
coming weeks to make 
it easier than ever for the 
public get vaccinated to 
be protected from CO-
VID-19. 

These clinics are in 
addition to the increas-
ing number of retail 
pharmacies and doctors’ 
offices that are also of-
fering vaccine, free of 
charge. Walk-in appoint-
ments are available at 
most RCAHD and phar-
macy locations, although 
online pre-registration 
can speed up the check-
in process.

To date, more than 
235,000 first and second 
doses of vaccine have 
been administered in the 
Roanoke City and Al-
leghany Health Districts. 
The more people who 
are vaccinated against 

this deadly pandemic, 
the better off we all are. 
COVID-19 has already 
claimed 495 loved ones 
in RCAHD - let’s work 
together to make sure 
it doesn’t take any more 
lives. To make it as easy 
as possible for people to 
receive their free vaccine, 
we have worked with 
community partners to 
schedule multiple clin-
ics every week for the 
next month. Clinics are 
in convenient, accessible 
spaces, especially in areas 
where access to vaccine 
may be more challeng-
ing for some of our resi-
dents.

We are encouraged 
that we are making prog-
ress in the fight against 
COVID-19. As recently 
as early May, we saw 
around 200 cases of in-
fection locally each week. 
Now those numbers have 
dropped to around 50 
cases each week, down 
from over 1,400 cases 
per week at the peak of 

transmission. Local hos-
pitalizations from CO-
VID-19 infections have 
dramatically dropped in 
the last few weeks too. 

It is good news that 
many people who felt 
that they needed to wait-
and-see how the vaccine 
rollout fared have now 
been encouraged enough 
by the positive results 
to decide to get vacci-
nated. As people get vac-
cinated, confidence in 
the vaccines is increasing 
across the country, the 
state and our districts.

Companies are do-
ing their part to increase 
rates by off ering addi-
tional encouragement for 
people to get vaccinated, 
such as Krispy Kreme’s 
donut off er and NAS-
CAR’s sweepstakes for 
2022 Daytona 500 tick-
ets. Lyft and Uber are of-
fering free rides to vacci-
nation sites. Learn more 
about vaccine incentives 
at: https://www.vaccines.
gov/incentives.html. As a 
local example, more than 
80 people took advantage 
of the off er to get a free 

admission to a Salem Red 
Sox game when they got 
vaccinated on site.  Simi-
larly, at Mt. Zion AME 
Church, everyone getting 
a vaccine was off ered free 
hot dogs with delicious 
homemade chili. 

Helping to protect 
yourselves, your families 
and getting our commu-
nities back on track has 
been reason enough for 
many to get their shot. If 
you still have questions 
before you decide to get 
vaccinated, please talk to 
your trusted healthcare 
provider. 

As we move forward, 
starting this week, the 
Roanoke City and Al-
leghany Health District 
update will run once 
every three weeks.  We 
will  continue to keep 
you posted on local 
trends in public health 
and the latest in CO-
VID-19 updates. Should 
the situation in the com-
munity change in a way 
that merits communi-
cation more often, we 
will work to keep you 
informed. 

Email letters to the editor to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Nelson, Joshua “Josh” Wayne
Joshua Wayne Nelson 

(Josh), 32 of Roanoke, 
formerly of Craig County, 
passed away on June 5, 
2021. Josh graduated from 
Craig County High School 
and was employed at Cut-
Above Landscapes. He 
loved skateboarding, video 
games, hunting, fi shing, 
and watching sports.  

He was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Clayton and Audrey Han-
cock, and Mary Meadows. He is survived 
by his dad and mom, Mark and Dana Nel-

son; brother, Chris Nelson 
and his wife Alisha; neph-
ew, Gaige Nelson; grand-
parents, Charlie and Am-
ber Nelson; his cat, Dewey; 
aunts,  uncles, cousins and 
many friends. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 5 p.m. by Jona-
thon Lee on Saturday, June 
19, at Mt. View Christian 
Church, 4201 Craig Val-
ley Dr. New Castle, with 
family receiving friends one 

hour prior. Arrangements by Valley Fu-
neral Home. Roanoke Va. 

Send community news 
and photos to shawn.
nowlin@ourvalley.org

What would Ellen Coleman, a Preserve Craig founder, do?

Mountain Valley Pipe-
line (MVP) is still miss-
ing key permits to cross 
streams and wetlands. 
The initial designer/
owner/manager of MVP 
is gone. Project costs 
have doubled to six bil-
lion dollars. Court cases 
are still pending. Hun-
dreds of violations and 
penalties have been lev-
ied by two states and the 
damage to waterways, 
land, viewsheds, soils, 
and caves is well-doc-
umented. Yet the con-
struction and destruc-
tion has not halted. 

Would Ellen Coleman 
have stopped oppos-
ing the Mountain Val-
ley Pipeline if she were 
alive today? Coleman, 
one of the founders of 
Preserve Craig in 1991, 
would have turned 74 

this past Friday, June 
11. Ten years ago, when 
she was terminally ill 
and stepped down as its 
President, she asked that 
Preserve Craig’s leader-
ship always be ready to 
protect this special place 
against developers who 
would harm our waters, 
our mountains, and our 
people. 

Long before the 
Mountain Valley Pipe-
line was proposed it was 
as though Ellen had a 
premonition of what was 
coming. She spoke from 
her heart about this spe-
cial place and warned 
that our quality of life 
could easily be harmed. 
She saw it is our sacred 
duty to do everything 
in our power to cherish 
Craig County and op-
pose the very destruction 
that Mountain Valley 
Pipeline is now causing. 

Today, Ellen would 
say that we must con-
tinue our opposition and 
make every effort to stop 
the project and this un-
godly destruction:

•Continue raising 
the money for attorneys 
to fight and win in the 
courts. 

•Convince our elected 
officials that the Natu-
ral Gas Act is wrong and 
unconstitutional.

•Affirm that our wa-
ter and quality of life is 
more precious and more 
important than the fan-
tasy of exporting gas for 
private profit. 

•Watchdog every foot 
of construction and re-
port about the violations 
and devastation. And, 
most important, she 
would be looking to the 
future to make sure no 
more projects like this 
can come through our 
mountains. 

Preserve Craig and al-
lies have open appeals 
and lawsuits pending 
against the FERC, the 
Forest Service, the Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. We 
expect to win these cases. 
But Ellen would be sur-
prised and disappointed 

Preserve 
Craig

Bill Wolf, Co-Chair, Inc.

at how unfair the system 
has become, allowing a 
project to proceed even 
before all permits are fi-
nal. 

Preserve Craig is 
a participant in the 
Mountain Valley Watch 
(MVW), a collaboration 
of volunteers, nonprof-
its, and private interests. 
MVW is documenting 
construction activity 

of the Mountain Valley 
Pipeline to assure com-
pliance with environ-
mental regulations dur-
ing construction. Call or 
text to 833-MVWATCH 
(833-689-2824) with 
any info on harm MVP 
is causing.

We need help to pro-
tect our community 

We need your dona-
tions to protect this 

special place. Preserve 
Craig, Inc. is a 501C3 
nonprofit volunteer 
public charity formed in 
1991 to protect our nat-
ural, historical, and cul-
tural resources. Tax-de-
ductible donations can 
be made online at www.
preservecraig.org or by 
mail to: Preserve Craig, 
Inc., PO Box 730, New 
Castle, VA. 24127.

other than the grocery store shelf. Th e 
recent disruptions in our food chain be-
cause of the pandemic have hopefully 
opened people’s eyes to the importance 
of American agriculture and our farm-
ers.”

She also noted that nearly everything 
we count on in our daily lives has some 
type of animal or plant by-product in it, 
from the food we eat, to the medicines 
we take, and the skincare products we 
use, to the plastics of our cell phones.

Dudding shared statistics of the local 
Agriculture in Craig County. 

•According to the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture (collected every fi ve years), 
there are 179 farms 

•Th e average size of a farm in Craig 
County is 243 acres

•Agriculture brings in over $4.6 mil-
lion dollars for our local economy

•Th ere are 302 producers reported as 
either joint or sole operators with 197 
being male and 105 being female

•Family farms still make up the land-
scapes of farms in Craig with 96 per-
cent being family owned

“If we think about what we primar-
ily see raised or grown in Craig, we 
most often think cattle. Cattle and 
calves bring in nearly $3 million of the 
agriculture market value and we have 
approximately 6,300 head of cattle,” 
Dudding stated. “Th e majority of cattle 
operations are cow and calf operations, 
however, we do have some operations 
that also or only handle stocker cattle. 
Stocker cattle are younger cattle that are 
weaned, but are not yet large enough 
for a feedlot or fi nishing situation.”

Th ere is only one dairy left in Craig 
County that is shipping milk. However, 
some individuals and families may keep 
dairy cattle for personal use. 

Th ere are also other livestock pro-
ducers that raise animals such as sheep 
for wool or meat, chickens for meat 
or laying eggs, goats – both dairy and 
meat, and hogs mostly being raised for 
personal use. 

“Although few in numbers, we do 
have some equine-related businesses, 
however, most horses in the county are 
for personal hobby and showing pur-
poses,” Dudding added. 

“Agritourism is another asset to our 
county,” she said. “As we know, Craig 
County is beautiful and a great place 
to live, work, and visit. We have several 
businesses that serve to provide people 
services a little diff erent than simply 
producing commodities for the mar-
ket.”

Dudding noted that:
•Craig has one of the region’s largest 

Christmas tree farms that off ers season-
al farm festivals that include pumpkin 
picking and other activities

•Craig has some small greenhouses, 
including the Craig County Ag Pro-
gram’s greenhouse located at Craig 
County High School

•Th ere are venues for camps, wed-
dings and overnight stays that utilize 
farm settings

•Natural resources certainly fall un-
der the defi nition of agriculture and 
Craig has many businesses that uti-
lize the wild resources of our area for 
hunting, fi shing, hiking, kayaking, and 
camping

“Agribusinesses are also crucial to 
support farmers, community, and the 
economy in Craig. We have a State Fish 
Hatchery that supplies catchable trout 
to approximately 10 counties in Virgin-
ia and there are local stores that provide 
locally grown, raised, or crafted goods 
and supplies,” Dudding shared. “Craig 
is home to restaurants that serve locally 
grown or raised products and several 
growers who sell at farmers markets, 
and we are fortunate to have an equip-
ment dealer and mechanics that work 
on farm machinery.”

It was also noted that forestry is 
important to our economy with there 
being a US Forest Service work center 
located in Craig, as well as local loggers 
and forestry consultants. 

“Agriculture in Craig County is very 
diverse and very important to our com-
munity, environment, and economy,” 
Dudding concluded. “Although farming 
has decreased overall compared to de-
cades ago, it remains to be the sole or par-
tial livelihood of many people in Craig. If 
you ask me, there are few other industries 
to work in, that are as rewarding as work-
ing in the agriculture industry.”

Farm from page 1

Hypes left front wheel got angled out by a 
solid hit. 

Carter was not taking it easy on anyone. 
He hit everyone that was in his path and gave 
his sister no mercy. 

Holley almost got stuck in the mud, but 
her persistence in jumping back and forth got 
herself out. We guessed she was used to “cow 
patties” in the Cowabunga.

Carter hit Hall and Hall didn’t think twice 
and hit Hypes. 

Holley got hit by two at one time and hit 
back, driving up on Hypes’ mower tires. 

Hypes rammed Carter’s side and Holley 
came in and hit them both.

More hits crunched their lawnmowers but 
not their spirits as they were not going to stop 
until the horn blew. 

Carter took fi rst place and the Mad 
Dog Award, while Holley got second and 
Hypes third.

Derby from page 1

OBITUARY

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Despite being siblings, Carter and Holley 
Givens give no mercy to each other, as 
they go head-to-head. 
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STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! Ronnie Jenkins 
II Siding, Roo  ng, Gutters and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Apartments for 
Rent

Subsidized 
Apartments for 

Seniors 

Auctions

STORAGE 
AUCTION 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ItchNoMore®

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Insulation Installer 
Needed 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Family Development 
Specialist- Craig 
County/Giles 

Quality Inn Radford 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Notice 

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

ADVERTISE!

MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000845-00 

Legals - Craig 
County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE COUNTY 
OF CRAIG  

Case No. CL21-112 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE COUNTY 
OF CRAIG  

Case No. CL21-111 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000748-00 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/ 
youtube

www.christiansburg.org/ 
publichearings

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

STATEWIDE  ADS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF   2 FREE Months! 1-855-677-4975
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Promote your 
business statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
RECRUITMENT 
HIRING? We can help you  ll your open 
positions! Promote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching job seekers. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life
Insurance! No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Life Alert. One press of a button sends help
FAST, 24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with 
subscription.) CALL 866-870-9845 FREE 
Brochure.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-608-4974
WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certi  ed Professionals. Call 312-
291-9169 or visit RefrigerantFinders.com
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Rockets are Pioneer District soccer champs,
qualify for Region 1C tournament this week

Bryce Drake scored a 
dramatic overtime goal off  
a corner kick by Lucas Tay-
lor to give Craig County 
a 2-1 overtime victory in 
last week’s Pioneer Dis-
trict championship soccer 
game in Hot Springs.

Craig came in as the 
regular season champion, 
but had to play on run-
nerup Bath County’s 
home fi eld last Th ursday 

as the championship site 
had been predetermined. 
Th e host Chargers took 
a 1-0 lead about 10 min-
utes into the game but the 
Rocket defense stiff ened 
and didn’t allow the ball 
to enter the Craig cage for 
the rest of the evening.

Th e Rockets tied it up 
early in the second half 
when Dalton Henderson 
scored. Th at’s the way 

the game remained after 
regulation, sending the 
two teams into overtime. 
Drake then sent the Rock-
ets home winners with 
his big goal to give the 
young Craig County pro-
gram their fi rst ever soccer 
championship.

With the win the Rock-
ets advanced to this week 
Region 1C tournament. 
Craig was scheduled to 

host Galax on Monday, 
but results were too late 
for publication. Bath and 
George Wythe High were 
in the other region semi-
fi nal, and the two win-
ners will play tonight at 
Christiansburg for the re-
gion championship. Th e 
winner of tonight’s game 
advances to the state tour-
nament with semifi nals on 
Monday, June 21, and the 

PHOTOS BY DONNA DEPLAZES
The scoreboard says it all as the Craig County soccer 
team gathers for a Pioneer District championship photo.

Dalton Henderson(left) and Logan Kitler celebrate after 
the game winning goal.

Dalton Henderson(#16) has the keeper at his mercy as he 
scores in the regular season finale against Parry McCluer.

Mason Huffman knocks the ball out of harm’s way 
in Craig’s tie with Parry McCluer. Helping defend 
are Lucas Taylor(#11), Hunter Ashley(#30), Clayton 
Owens(#9) and Claire Deplazes(#5)

Covington shuts out Craig County to end Rockets’ softball season

Th e Craig County softball team was 
eliminated from Pioneer District play 
when the Rockets were shut out by Cov-
ington, 11-0.

Th e Rockets won their opening round 
game, 9-8 over Narrows. Th at put them 
against Covington in the semifi nals and 
the Cougars won at home. Th e other 
semifi nal had Parry McCluer defeating 
Eastern Montgomery, 2-0, and Parry 
McCluer then defeated Covington, 3-0, 
to win the district championship. Both 
East Mont and Parry McCluer advanced 

to the Region 1C tournament this week.
“We fi nished the season as a much 

better team than we started; fewer strike-
outs when batting and fewer errors 
in the fi eld,” said coach Elaina Wolf-
eCarper. “  I’m very optimistic for next 
year. Sara(Jones) fi nished the year with 
93 strikeouts and only eight walks. Lily 
Hutchison is very quickly becoming an 
excellent catcher. We are only losing one 
senior this year (Abby Price), and there 
are quite a few eligible girls moving up 
for next year.”

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMANChasity Wolfe fires the ball in from centerfield.

Craig County catcher Lily Hutchison looks to the bench for a signal.

Jordyn Price, Craig’s only senior, legs one out.

Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs release 2021-2022 home schedule
Th ere will be 601 days between the Dawgs last home game before COVID-19 and Opening Night of the upcoming season

Th e Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs 
ice hockey team has received the 
home game schedule for the up-
coming 2021-2022 season. Th e 
team will play a 56 game regular 
season, split evenly between home 
and away games. Th e team’s full 
schedule including away games, op-

ponents, and promotional nights 
will be released at a later date.

Th e 2021-2022 home sched-
ule features 22 Friday and Sat-
urday games, along with three 
Th ursday dates and three Sunday 
dates.  Special dates to highlight 
include Black Friday (November 

26), the day before Christmas 
Eve (December 23), and New 
Year’s Eve (December 31). Th e 
puck drops at 7:05 P.M. unless 
otherwise noted on the schedule.

Roanoke’s last home game was 
February 22, 2020, just before 
the 2019-2020 SPHL season was 

cancelled due to COVID-19. Af-
ter 601 days without hockey in 
the Star City, the Rail Yard Daw-
gs look to have a big season on 
the ice and in the box offi  ce. Full 
and half season tickets will con-
tinue to be available for purchase, 
however the front offi  ce will now 

begin booking group outings 
as well. Quarter Season (Seven 
Game) Packages and Kid’s Club 
Packages will go on sale in the 
coming weeks. Th e on-sale date 
for single game tickets has not 
been released yet, but is expected 
to be September 2021.

Huffman scores six points for Craig in Region 1C track meet 
Craig County’s Summer 

Huff man fi nished fi fth in the 
discus and seventh in the shot 
put at the Region 1C track 
meet at Christiansburg High 
School last Friday. Th e meet 

was hosted by Eastern Mont-
gomery.

Summer had a toss of 77’ 1” 
in the discus, almost fi ve feet 
better than her district best. 
Th at put her in fi fth place in 

the event. Abby McGlothlin 
of Narrows was the winner at 
90’ 6”.

In the shot put Summer 
heaved the big ball 26’ 9 ½”, 
which was over two feet better 

than her district eff ort. Haley 
Hollins of Auburn won shot 
with a put of 40’ 3 ½”.

Th e Narrows boys and 
girls both won the Region 
1C championship while Au-

burn was runnerup in both. 
Huff man scored six points for 
Craig County, which was good 
enough to tie for eighth place 
as a team in the girls’ fi nal 
standings.

state championship game 
a week from tonight.

Craig comes into the 
region tournament with 
an 8-2-1 record, and one 
of the losses was a non-
district loss to Auburn. 
Th e Rockets fi nished the 
regular season with a 2-2 
tie against Parry McCluer 
on the turf fi eld at South-
ern University. Henderson 
scored both goals for Craig 
and Taylor assisted on the 
second. Neither team 
scored in overtime, ending 
the game in a tie.

Th e tie was almost as 
good as a win for Craig, 
as that gave the Rockets 
the Pioneer District regu-
lar season championship. 

Bath County fi nished with 
two district losses while 
Craig fi nished with one 
loss and one tie.

Th e Rockets opened the 
Pioneer District tourna-
ment with a 2-1 win over 
Covington. Taylor had 
both goals for the Rockets 
and both were unassisted.

Th at set up a third 
game between Craig and 
Bath after the two rivals 
had split the fi rst two. As 
expected, it was a close 
one and the Rockets were 
able to come out on top 
in overtime, setting off  a 
celebration on the Bath 
County pitch and earning 
the Rockets a banner for 
the high school gym.  
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