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National Dairy Month: 
The delicious and 
nutritious food group

When summer comes 
around, most all kids 
think about ice cream. 
The same can be said for 
many adults.  

Rachel Smith, a sum-
mer intern from Giles at 
the Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension, recently 
wrote her thoughts about 
National Dairy Month. 

“I scream, you scream, 
we all scream for Na-
tional Dairy Month. 
June marked over 80 
years of National Dairy 
Month being celebrated 
across the nation. Start-
ing in 1937 as National 
Milk Month before later 
progressing to incorpo-
rate all dairy products 
in 1939, this month has 
held as steadfast as the 
farmers behind it all,” 
Smith said. “June is a 
time not only to promote 
dairy consumption, but 
also to show apprecia-
tion and gratitude to 
all of the dairy farmers 
who have tirelessly been 
churning out our milk 
products.”

Smith noted that in 
Virginia, dairy is ranked 
as the state’s fourth lead-
ing farm commodity ac-
cording to 2016 USDA 
data figures. Its impor-
tance to the state extends 
beyond its agricultural 
significance and reaches 
into a matter even closer 
to the heart, our personal 
health. 

Even doctors agree 
that milk is high in so 
many essential nutrients, 
including vitamins A and 
D, various B vitamins, 
protein, zinc, calcium 
and more.

“It’s no wonder that 
the 2020-2025 Dietary 
Guidelines for Ameri-
cans states that dairy 
consumption is a core 
part of healthy dietary 
patterns,” she stated. 
“Specifically, there is an 

emphasis on fat-free/
low-fat milks, yogurts 
and cheeses.”

Coincidentally, June 
is also the tenth anniver-
sary of the establishment 
of the USDA’s MyPlate, 
which corresponds di-
rectly to the Dietary 
Guidelines for Ameri-
cans. 

Smith added, “Accord-
ing to the guidelines, a 
healthy dietary pattern 
at a 2,000-calorie level 
includes a three-cup 
equivalent of dairy ev-
ery day. Of course, this 
ranges, but primarily so 
with age and lactation 
or pregnancy status. A 
three-cup equivalent of 
dairy in a day would look 
something like: one cup, 
or 8 fluid ounces, of low-
fat milk in your breakfast 
cereal alongside a nonfat 
four ounce serving of yo-
gurt, two slices of low-
fat cheddar cheese on 
your whole-grain turkey 
sandwich at lunch, and a 
scoop and a half of your 
favorite ice cream after 
dinner.” 

Many researchers 
agree that dairy serves 
meaningful purposes in 
regard to one’s health 
and a decent-sized por-
tion of it every day is 
needed to meet dietary 
requirements.”

“But, did you know 
that, according to the 
USDA, around 90 per-
cent of Americans do not 
consume enough dairy? 
Dairy provides calcium 
and vitamin D, which 
are essential for helping 
to build and maintain 
the body’s bones,” Smith 
explained. “For younger 
children particularly, this 
is essential. Bone mass is 
accumulated in youth 
and once we hit a certain 
age, our bone mass levels 
begin to decline which, if 
severe enough, can lead 
to osteoporosis and bone 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
On July 7, 1951, Bugs and Noline Jones were united in marriage by 
their preacher Aubury Russell who was also an algebra teacher

Jones’ united in love for 70 years

On Wednesday, July 7, Bugs 
and Noline Jones celebrated their 
70th wedding anniversary at their 
home church of Grace Assembly 
in Catawba. 

Approximately 100 people 
came to give their love and 
blessings to Frederick Raynell 
Jones (Bugs) and Noline Evelyn 
Caldwell Jones, who were mar-
ried on July 7, 1951, at 6 p.m. 
that evening by their preacher 
Aubrey Russell, who was also an 
algebra teacher. 

Both revealed that the same 
night they married, the store 
burnt down where old telephone 
office used to be in Craig. “Their 
matrimony almost burnt the 
town down the night we got mar-
ried,” they said with a giggle. 

Bugs and Noline met in the 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Great racers Hull and Stahl 
place sixth in fun-fi lled event

Fighting brake problems from the 
beginning of the race until the end, 
long-time Great Race lovers, Josh 
Hull with co-pilot Trevor Stahl, driv-
ing their usual patriotic “Stars and 
Stripes,” still ended up in sixth and 
third place respectively in the Expert 

Division.
When pastimes become dreams, 

people come alive. Th is exact thing 
happened to Josh Hull a few years 
ago, as he sat in the backseat of a 
friend’s antique car, driving across 
country, on a whim to join in.

Now, with thousands of dollars 
of further modifi cations, “including 
custom wheel and tires, adding a tor-

sion bar and pinion rod to help with 
its stability and control and a little 
bit of lowering of the body” of their 
‘Stars and Stripes,’ Hull and Stahl are 
on another race journey.

Many fans, including those from 
Craig County, followed their daily 
travels, with good and bad news, and 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Josh Hull and Trevor Stahl recently stopped to enjoy the 
beauty of the New River Gorge Bridge and the majestic 
mountains that surrounds it. Both decided to take a 
picture of their “Stars and Stripes” 1932 Speedster.

Trevor Stahl and Josh Hull hold their winning plaques 
from the week’s race. They ended up taking third place 
in their Expert Division and sixth place overall. They 
were also the overall winner at Stage 9 of the race. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Many Upper Craig Creek Fire Department volunteers recently got together to help 
secure a new tower that will better serve the community with a clearer reception. 

Volunteers securing reception for their citizens
It seems that no one 

works harder or more 
diligently than volun-
teers. Their hearts are 
often worn on their 
sleeves as they balance 
their personal life and 
families with their vol-
unteer work for the 
community. 

The Upper Craigs 
Creek Volunteer Depart-
ment (UCCVFD) is still 
growing, both in num-
bers and in service. 

Recently, UCCVFD, 
Station 5 erected a ra-
dio tower to help with 
reception at the station. 

“These guys and gals 

are going above and be-
yond to better serve our 
community,” said Chief 
Shawn Matheney. 

It was hard and gru-
eling work, but many 
came to help in digging 
the holes, setting the 
pole and pouring con-
crete, amongst other 
jobs. 

Earlier in the weeks, 
the trucks were seen at 
the creeks. 

One Facebook post 
stated, “And they think 
we are just filling swim-
ming pools, making 
money for the depart-
ment from donations, 
and helping the commu-
nity out when in all re-
ality, the truck is getting 

run instead of just sit-
ting in the building do-
ing nothing, and pump-
ing water and drafting to 
fill over and over.” 

The post also said 
that this task needs to be 
done “over and over un-
til it becomes second na-
ture for the volunteers. 
So, when seconds count, 
we can all flow water 
without hesitation.”  

Their previous meal 
fundraisers have been 
good, and the crew 
shared how appreciative 
they are to the commu-
nity of Craig for all of 
their support. 

Event organizers will 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Reception, page 4

See Dairy, page 6

See Jones, page 6

See Great Race, page 7
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Sr. enlisted Army member
 4. Payroll fi rm
 7. Monetary unit of Macao
10. Cooking vessel
11. Cow sound
12. Hairpiece
13. Spoon-shaped surgical 
instrument
15. Mother
16. Remove from record
19. Foolish
21. Mailman
23. Unit of data size
24. Stirred
25. Deceptive movement
26. We all have one
27. Direct from pasture beef 
animal
30. A person’s own self
34. Helps little fi rms
35. Deep, red-brown sea bream

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Tumbler
41. A short section of a 
musical composition
45. Young woman (French)
46. Wings
47. Wine bottles
50. Thin layers of rock
54. Opposite to
55. American state
56. Uncertainty about 
something
57. Basics
59. Indian seaport
60. Owed as a debt
61. Buffer solution
62. Unit of work or energy
63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
64. One point south of 
due east
65. Born of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small stem bearing leaves
 2. Female Bacchanalians
 3. Mediterranean city
 4. Measures electric current
 5. Arrived extinct
 6. Edible butterfi sh
 7. Causing wonder or astonish-
ment
 8. Behaviors showing high moral 
standards
 9. Ancient Irish alphabets
13. Footballer Newton
14. Utilize
17. Sum of absolute errors
18. Opposite of the beginning
20. Shoe company
22. Algerian port city
27. Girls organization (abbr.)
28. Type of cell (abbr.)
29. Swiss river
31. When you hope to get there

32. Fall behind
33. Expresses distaste, 
disapproval
37. Volume containing several 
novels
38. Less sharp
39. Food for the poor
40. Having made a valid will
41. Royal estates
42. Relating to wings
43. Japanese three-stringed 
lute
44. Taking something through 
force
47. Angry
48. Before the present
49. Showy ornaments
51. Norway
52. Comedienne Gasteyer
53. Consume
58. Founder of Babism
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TURNING 65 OR NEW 
TO MEDICARE?

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut aliquipt: adipiscing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua.

TURNING 65 OR 
NEW TO MEDICARE? 

Attention 
veterans
Did you know?
If you’re eligible for Medicare, you 
could enroll in a Humana Medicare 
Advantage plan without prescription 
drug benefits—and keep your VA 
health and drug benefits.*
Humana Honor® plans are available to 
anyone eligible for Medicare and may
be a good fit for veterans who would 
like to keep their VA health and drug 
coverage.* It may help you save money 
on medical costs while enjoying extras 
you might not get through your VA 
health benefits, such as:

•  A Part B premium reduction, for $50
more in Social Security each month

•  $2,000 dental coverage annually

•

for exams, X-rays, cleanings, fillings 
and more
  Hearing includes annual exam, fitting 
and $699 copay for advanced-level or 
$999 copay for premium hearing aids 
per ear, every year

• SilverSneakers® fitness program
You have expectations of your health

n. We might just exceed them.

Stop by and speak to 
a licensed Humana 
sales agent in 

SHELLEY PASCHAL
434-770-4770 
(TTY: 711)

Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Spaschal3@humana.com
https://www.facebook.com/
InsuranceVIRGINIA/

*Veterans may choose a Humana Honor® Medicare Advantage Plan without
prescription drug coverage to avoid possible conflicts with VA prescription drug
benefits.
USAA and the USAA Logo are registered trademarks of the United Services Automobile
Association. All rights reserved. USAA means United Services Automobile Association
and its affiliates. Use of the term “USAA member” or “USAA membership” refers
to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or
ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare
contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. Applicable
to Humana Honor R1390-003 (Regional PPO).  At Humana, it is important you are
treated fairly.  Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal civil
rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or religion.  English: ATTENTION: If
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available
to you. Call 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla
español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al
1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711).  (Chinese): 

1-877-320-1235 (TTY :711) 

 

Youngkin, Sears and Miyares secure 
endorsement of Lexington-based PAC

Th e Spirit of VMI Po-
litical Action Committee 
(SoVP) recently endorsed 
Glenn Youngkin for Gov-
ernor, Winsome Sears 
for Lt. Governor and 
Jason Miyares for Attor-
ney General in the 2021 
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia general elections.

Youngkin has a proven 
record of successful and 
strong business and or-
ganizational leadership. 
The SoVP is confident 
that with Youngkin as 

Governor, the Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI) 
will not be used as a po-
litical pawn in the par-
tisan politics of the Vir-
ginia General Assembly. 
The SoVP interviewed 
Youngkin earlier this 
year, which can be found 
on YouTube. 

Sears is the first Black 
Republican woman, the 
first female veteran and 
the first legal immigrant 
woman elected to the 
Virginia House of Del-

egates. As a veteran, she 
understands the sacri-
fices many VMI gradu-
ates make defending 
this great nation. Sears 
will serve the Common-
wealth with distinction 
and wisdom as Lt. Gov-
ernor.

Miyares currently rep-
resents the 82nd District 
in the Virginia House of 
Delegates and is a for-
mer criminal prosecu-
tor. Miyares will restore 
good order, discipline 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Glenn Youngkin

Winsome Sears

Jason Miyares
and sound legal advice 
to the Commonwealth. 
Previously serving on the 
Virginia Board of Vet-
erans Services, Miyares 
also understands the sac-
rifices of VMI graduates 
and their service to our 

nation's armed forces. 
The SoVP interviewed 
Mr. Miyares earlier this 
year, which can also be 
found on YouTube.  

The SoVP looks for-
ward to future Governor 
Youngkin, Lt. Governor 

Sears and Attorney Gen-
eral Miyares serving the 
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

-Submitted by 
Matthew Daniel, 

Communications Specialist

Second Farm-to-Table Dinner happening in August
Vendors from the Ca-

tawba Valley Farmers 
Market have planned the 
Second Farm-to-Table 
Dinner. The dinner will 
be held at the Catawba 
Community Center Pic-

nic Shelter on Saturday, 
August 7, starting at 
6:00 p.m. 

The Center is located 
at 4965 Catawba Creek 
Road (Rt. 779), .1 mile 
from Rt. 311, in Ca-

tawba. 
Farm-to-table is a 

phrase that means dif-
ferent things to different 
people. In this case, it 
means that the food on 
the table came directly 

from local, specific farms 
without going through 
a store or distributor 
along the way. The foods 
on the CVFM table will 
be grown, prepared and 
served by the Farm-
ers Market vendors and 
managers. The menu 
includes pulled pork, 
herb-seasoned potatoes, 
roasted zucchini and 
squash, cole slaw, rolls, 
fresh apple cake, iced tea 
and water. A vegetarian 
medley will be available 
by request. 

This is a sit-down 
dinner, with attendees 

served by Market ven-
dors and family mem-
bers, while light music 
plays in the background. 
Foods have been pro-
duced by the local ven-
dors and then prepared 
by the vendors. 

Tickets for the din-
ner are $25.00 for adults 
and children over the 
age of 11. For children 
between the ages of three 
and 11, ticket prices will 
be $18.00. 

Tickets are available at 
CVFM each Thursday, 
or by contacting Pam 
Garman at (540)312-

7037 or by email at fgar-
man@gmail.com. The 
deadline to purchase 
tickets is July 29.

This event promises 
to be a fun-filled and 
educational time for 
the diners, with locally-
sourced foods, served 
in a true country atmo-
sphere, with an oppor-
tunity to meet and talk 
with those who have 
actually produced the 
foods.

 
-Submitted by 

Ann Harrell, Catawba 
Farmers Market Manager

Send community news and photos 
to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Craig County Board of Supervisors will con-
duct a public hearing on August 5, 2021 at 6pm 
or soon therafter in the Craig County Courthouse 
- New Castle, Virginia to consider a Conditional 
Use permit to add structures to parcels located at 
16108 Paint Bank Rd., Paint Bank, VA.  The request 
seeks a permit to construct a Glamping campsite. 
Property owner seeks exception as described in 
Section 58-121 and 58-122.  Property reference 
Parcel A, containing 1.77 acres, and Parcel B, con-
taining 69.7 acres, for a total acreage of 71.47 
acres. 

The application is available for public review at 
the Craig County Administrator’s Office in New 
Castle.  Public comment on the application may 
be submitted by writing to P.O. Box 308, New Cas-
tle, Virginia  24127 or by calling (540)864-5010 or 
at the public hearing.

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 

meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
by Father Steve McNalley. 
They are also live on 
Facebook. For more 
information, contact (540) 
864-8686 or send an email 
to stjohnnewcastle@tds.
net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 

p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 1, 
Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

SECOND THURSDAY 

Maywood Garden 
Club meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
held at Simmonsville Fire 
Department.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

New funding available for conservation programs

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A new well being installed after cattle have been excluded from the stream. 

July marks the start of a new program 
year for Mountain Castles Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District, resulting in 
new cost-share opportunities for farmers 
and homeowners in Craig County. 

“We have record amounts of cost-
share available for farmers this year,” 
Tim Miller, the district’s education and 
outreach coordinator, said. “For farmers 
who have considered installing conser-
vation practices in the past, now is the 
time to take advantage of cost-share 
funding of up to 100 percent.” 

“Our most common practice is stream 
exclusion fencing to keep livestock out 
of creeks, but we have many other pro-
grams, too,” added Miller. “Many farms 
who opt for the stream exclusion prac-
tice also qualify for a new well and wa-
tering troughs. Farmers may also apply 
for payments to extend the life of exist-
ing conservation practices. We hope to 

have an additional conservation techni-
cian hired by early August to help meet 
the increased demand.” 

Homeowners can also receive cost-
share for installing conservation projects 
which help reduce stormwater runoff  
and erosion. Th e Virginia Conservation 
Assistance Program (VCAP) pays up to 
75 percent of allowable costs for hom-
eowners to install projects such as rain 
gardens, conservation meadows, and 
permeable pavement. 

“Th e goal is to have rainwater soak in 
the ground instead of creating erosion-
causing runoff ,” concluded Miller.

For more information on any of these 
programs, visit mountaincastles.org or 
contact Grace Harwin at (540) 400-
0707 or grace.harwin@mountaincastles.
org.

-Submitted by Tim Miller

Housing Connections, Inc. and Virginia Housing opening 
waiting list to accept housing choice voucher applications

Housing Connections, Inc. 
and Virginia Housing will open 
the housing choice voucher 
waiting list on August 4 to take 
applications. Th e program will 
take applications online only 
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
Th e website to access the on-
line application is vhda.apply-
4housing.com.

Th e Housing Connections, 

Inc. waiting list area covers 
Craig, Floyd, Giles, Montgom-
ery and Pulaski counties.

Th e online application al-
lows applicants to apply at their 
convenience from any laptop 
or desktop computer or mobile 
device during the time period 
that applications are accepted. 
Th ose who apply will be cho-
sen randomly by lottery to be 

added to the waiting list. Not 
everyone who applies will be 
added to the waiting list.

Applicants will receive a 
confi rmation number once 
their application is submitted 
indicating the application was 
received but this does not guar-
antee placement on the waiting 
list. People can check to see if 
their application was chosen 

in the lottery starting at 10:00 
a.m. on August 5 by going to 
vhda.apply4housing.com/sta-
tus. 

Applications will not be tak-
en by phone, mail or in person. 
If the applicant is a person with 
a disability and they require an 
accommodation in order to ap-
ply, they are encouraged to con-
tact the Housing Connections 

staff  for assistance to apply dur-
ing the opening time period.

For more information about 
the application process, contact 
Housing Connections, Inc. at 
540-921-1392 or visit www.
virginiahousing.com.

-Submitted by 
Brett Rader, Housing 

Connections Executive Director

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities awards 
$100,000 to the disAbility Law Center of Virginia

The Virginia Board 
for People with Dis-
abilities (VBPD) re-
cently announced that 
it has awarded a grant 
of $100,000 to the dis-
Ability Law Center of 
Virginia (dLCV). The 
grant will fund the de-
velopment of a database 
designed to manage the 
storage, retrieval, and 
reporting of abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation 
data provided from the 
Virginia Department of 
Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services 
(DBHDS).

dLCV is using the 
grant to contract with 
another organization 
for the installation of 

the new database and 
server. The agency will 
also receive reports of 
suspected abuse and ne-
glect of incapacitated 
persons provided un-
der agreement with the 
Department for Aging 
and Rehabilitative Ser-
vices (DARS), division 
of Adult Protective Ser-
vices. This project will 
allow the grantee to: 

•identify trends of 
abuse, neglect and ex-
ploitation, 

•make recommenda-
tions to address abuse, 
neglect and exploita-
tion, and 

•monitor critical in-
cidents and health and 
safety of individuals 

with disabilities receiv-
ing services in programs 
operated or licensed by 
DBHDS.

“The Board is de-
lighted to be collaborat-
ing with dLCV follow-
ing their previous grant 
project, which allowed 
the them to work to-
wards ensuring people 
with developmental and 
other disabilities were 
able to utilize public 
transportation to ac-
cess community-based 
healthcare,” said Teri 
Morgan, the Board’s Ex-
ecutive Director. “We 
appreciate their ongoing 

commitment to serving 
Virginia’s diverse popu-
lation.”

dLCV Executive Di-
rector Colleen Miller 
said, “This project pres-
ents a unique opportu-
nity for the disAbility 
Law Center of Virginia 
and the Virginia Board 
for People with Disabili-
ties to demonstrate the 
true power of collabo-
ration under the federal 
Developmental Disabili-
ties Act. With dLCV’s 
statutory access to all 
reports in the CHRIS 
(Computerized Human 
Rights Incident System) 

database operated by the 
Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services, we 
will have reporting from 
more than 2000 pro-
viders in the Common-
wealth, along with ac-
cess to digital reports of 
alleged abuse of incapac-
itated adults from more 
than 100 Department 
of Social Services offices 
statewide, managed by 
the state’s Adult Protec-
tive Services.”   

“This effort is unpar-
alleled in the country,” 
she continued. “No oth-
er Protection and Advo-

cacy system in the coun-
try receives this level of 
data about providers of 
disability services, and 
certainly none have ever 
worked with their DD 
Network counterparts 
towards such a goal. If 
successful, this project is 
very likely to be a model 
for the entire country.” 

The VBPD serves as 
the Developmental Dis-
abilities Council for the 
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

-Submitted by Jason 
Withers, Grants and 

Contract Manager

Find us online at newcastlerecord.com
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OPINION

Go local

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Each June, Friends of 
the Library (FOL) can 
renew their member-
ship. Anyone is welcome 
to join anytime during 
the year; however, June 
is the time to get your 
name in the drawing 
for $100 to be spent at 
a Craig County business 
of the winner’s choice. 

Craig County Pub-
lic Library supports lo-
cal businesses by having 
winners spend their gift 
certificate right here in 

town. Local businesses 
can use the library ser-
vices such as faxing, 
scanning, printing, com-
puters, Wi-Fi and the 
notary service. You can 
see the retail business-
es right here on Main 
Street, but there are also 
many service businesses 
that are not as visible. 
We have accountants, 
produce farms, roofers, 
electricians and veteri-
narians to name a few. 
Thank you to these 
businesses for using the 
library services and sup-
porting the FOL with a 
business membership. 

The Library Friends 
are our trusted group to 
call upon when there is a 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

program, a fundraiser, or 
something that needs re-
paired around the library. 
They are solid supporters 
of books, reading and all 
the extras that libraries 
offer. Our friends pro-
vide a vital piece of our 
budget by providing pro-
grams, extra purchases 
and staff support to keep 
the doors open. The li-
brary thanks all of you 
for joining and giving us 
that critical financial and 
moral support!

Th e winner of the 
Craig County Public Li-
brary membership drive’s 
$100 gift certifi cate is 
Laura Scott pictured with 
assistant manager, Jenni-
fer Cole at Food Coun-
try. Laura was very excit-
ed, saying, “I have never 
won anything before.” 
Congratulations to Laura 
and enjoy your shopping 
at Food Country!

Several have seen the fire departments at the creeks filling up the truck’s tanks. The crew shared, “They think we are 
just filling swimming pools, making money for the department from donations, and helping the community out. In all 
reality, the truck is getting run instead of just sitting in the building doing nothing and pumping water and drafting to 
fill over and over until it becomes second nature. So, when seconds count, we can all flow water without hesitation.”

Reception from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
After much hard work and several hours of digging and pouring, the volunteers were 
successful in the day’s job. 

be trying something dif-
ferent in August. Their 
Inaugural Car Truck/
Tractor and Bike Show 
is scheduled for August 
7, from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. A rain date, if need 
be, will be on August 28. 

There will be first, 
second and third place 
trophies awarded. The 
vehicles will be “judged 
by the public.” 

The indoor spot reg-

istration fee is $35 and 
outdoor spot is $25. To 
reserve a spot, call (540) 
588-7158. 

Also, they will be serv-
ing a plate which will in-
clude a hot dog, chips, 
drink and a dessert for a 
$10 donation. Meals will 
be available to go as well. 

They are happy to an-
nounce that they will be 
selling raffle tickets for 
a zero-turn mower for 

$20 each. The drawing 
will take place at the Fall 
Festival on Main Street 
in New Castle on Octo-
ber 9. 

They also noted that 
Rusty and Nicole Zim-
merman sold them the 
mower – a 2021 Spartan 
RZ Pro 54” Zero-Turn 
- at a discounted price 
which helped them out 
tremendously.

They also have a sec-
ond-place prize which is 
a Yetti Roadie 24. 

“We hope you can join 
us by entering your ve-
hicle at our show, or just 
pop by to look at them 
and get you a meal,” the 
crew shared. “You never 
know what you might see 
the station 5 crew doing.”
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Craig County, Virginia

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

We are seeking a talented, pleasant, and energetic person to provide clerical and ad-
ministrative support to the County’s Administration Offi  ce which includes functions 
related to Administration, Finance, Budget Management, Planning, Zoning, Subdivi-
sion Plat Approval, Building Permits/Inspections, Erosion and Sediment Control, and 
Stormwater Regulation. 
 
General duties include receiving calls and callers to the Administration Offi  ce, 
processing incoming and outgoing mail, attending meetings of the Board of Supervi-
sors, Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals.  Preparing associated meet-
ing minutes for each, assisting with preparation and distribution of meeting agendas, 
preparing legal notices for publication, and mailing to aff ected property owners.  As-
sist with County Financial and Budget Management duties.  Providing procurement 
notices and bid openings as required by the Code of Virginia. Effi  cient management 
of all offi  ce equipment, and offi  ce supply inventory.
 
Requires thorough knowledge of standard offi  ce practices, procedures, and equip-
ment.  General knowledge of the organization and functions of county government.   
Knowledge  of fi nancial and budget management best practices. Must be profi cient 
with the English language, including spelling, have very strong written and verbal 
communication skills with the ability to listen, discern, comprehend, and record ac-
tivities at public meetings resulting in preparation of accurate and timely meeting 
minutes.  Requires attendance at night meetings.
 
The successful candidate must be able to work in a complex, fast-paced environment, 
and have the ability to function both independently and as a team player.   Must be 
able to establish and maintain eff ective working relationships with co-workers and 
the general public.   Should possess the equivalent of a High School Diploma, Associ-
ates Degree preferred, with at least fi ve years of progressively responsible experience.  
Salary is negotiable, depending on experience.  Excellent benefi ts package including 
Virginia Retirement System and a four day work week.
 

Submit; Completed  “Craig County Employment Application”  and Resume to:
 
County Administrator, P.O. Box 308, New Castle, VA 24127 or drop off  at the Admin-
istration Offi  ce, 108 Court Street, New Castle, VA.  There is a “Drop Box” on the front 
porch.  “Employment Applications”  and full “Job Descriptions” can be found on the 
County Website at craigcountyva.gov. 
 

Review of applications will begin July 27, 2021.     Position open until fi lled.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Craig County Planning Commission will con-
duct a public hearing on July 20th, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Craig County Courthouse - New Castle, 
Virginia to consider a Conditional Use permit to 
add structures to parcels located at 16108 Paint 
Bank Rd., Paint Bank, VA.  The request seeks a per-
mit to construct a Glamping campsite. Property 
owner seeks exception as described in Section 
58-121 and 58-122.  Property reference Parcel A, 
containing 1.77 acres, and Parcel B, containing 
69.7 acres, for a total acreage of 71.47 acres. 

The application is available for public review at 
the Craig County Administrator’s Office in New 
Castle.  Public comment on the application may 
be submitted by writing to P.O. Box 308, New Cas-
tle, Virginia  24127 or by calling (540)864-5010 or 
at the public hearing.

Roanoke Valley top notch recording studio opening soon 

Th ere are those who be-
lieve that “music is a universal 
language and gives us all the 
ability to express ourselves in 
compelling ways.” One such 
individual is Bryan Poff . 

Poff , a long-time music in-
dustry professional, is a co-
owner of Aberration Music, 
a one-stop shop for artists to 
perform, record and distrib-
ute their work. Th e other co-
owners are John Atkins, Zach 
Emerson and Jess Johnston. 

When Aberration Music 

opened its fi rst studio in Roa-
noke back in January, Poff  says 
they were fl ooded with artists 
who were ready to get back out 
and create again. Another Ab-
erration Music studio at 1617 
West Main Street will be open-
ing soon in Salem. In addition 
to managing the day-to-day 
operations of the business, Poff  
is also in charge of all aspects 
of the production division. 

“When producing artists, I 
have them focus more on cap-
turing emotion rather than 
make sure every single take is 
totally perfect because the emo-
tional element is what people 

are relating to,” Poff  said. 
He added, “Music plays 

a critical role in our mental 
well-being, allowing us to bet-
ter understand and process 
complicated thoughts and feel-
ings.  Regardless of what  life 
may throw at you, music stays 
the same.   It does not judge, 
and it does not ridicule.” 

Poff  credits Rob Halford, 
Devin Townsend in addition 
to guitarists Dave Mustane 
and Chris Poland for giving 
him the inspiration to pursue 
music at an early age. “Music 
has been so important to me 
that I have sacrifi ced greatly to 

be able to turn it into a career. 
I’m consumed by it from sun-
rise to sundown each and every 
day,” he said. 

Aberration Music will be 
launching a scholarship pro-
gram for certain high school 
students looking to further 
their education in music. In-
ternships for aspiring record-
ing engineers will also be of-
fered.  

“Our original goal was to 
create a facility that is ben-
efi cial to the community and 
provides young artists and mu-
sicians the tools they need to 
make their passion more than 

just a hobby,” Poff  said. “We 
have discounts for recording 
and instructional programs for 
area residents, and are in the 
process of creating reoccurring 
fundraisers that will provide 
grants to local small business-
es.”

Poff  says that he and his co-
workers regularly have conver-
sations about ways to improve 
the studio. When people walk 
through the doors, said Poff , I 
want them to feel welcomed. 
For more information about 
Aberration Music, including 
the hours or operation, visit 
aberrationmusicgroup.net.

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Bryan Poff and his girlfriend, Jess Johnston, say their love for music is matched by 
their love of each other. Bryan putting the final touches on an album before it is released to the public. 

Jess Johnston does much of the design work for Aberration Music. Discounts for recording and instrumental programs are available. 

Trucker shortage persists 
as economy speeds ahead

Th ough U.S. farmers are 
producing an abundance of 
agricultural products ready 
for interstate shipping, it’s 
hard to fi nd truck drivers 
to move them.

Th e U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service  recently report-
ed  that most shipping 
routes to major U.S. cities 
are operating with truck-
ing shortages.

Economists say pan-
demic-related fears cut 
into the workforce last 
year, and fewer trucks and 
parts are available because 
of an interrupted global 
supply chain. Tightening 
federal regulations, driver 
restrictions and spiking 
fuel prices have created 
additional strain. And 
truckers, on average, are 
aging, and fewer young 
people are seeking those 
jobs.

An April report by the 
California Farm Bureau 
Federation said the sea-
sonal nature of agricul-
tural trucking also was 
a disadvantage in a fast-
recovering U.S. economy 
competing for full-time 
drivers.

Independent grain and 
fertilizer hauler Robert 
Patt fi nally sold one of his 
four trucks when a driver 
resigned in February.

“Th ere just wasn’t any-
body available to take his 
place,” Patton said. “So, I 
wound up selling his piece 
of equipment. It costs too 
much to have a truck just 
sitting around. Th e num-
bers aren’t good.”

Fortunately, Patton’s 
current fl eet is booked.

“I’ll take anybody that’s 
got a truck right now,” he 
said. “It’s hard to keep up; 

especially with grain pil-
ing up from the wheat 
harvest. Everybody’s try-
ing to get that to market.”

While companies are 
starting to pay higher 
trucker wages, years of 
experience is required, 
and the career is not gen-
erally appealing to young 
people entering the work-
force.

Patton said he can un-
derstand that. “Truck-
ing is kind of a hard job, 
and the hours are goofy,” 
he said. “Th ere are a lot 
easier ways to make a liv-
ing now.”

In March, Congress 
reintroduced a bipartisan 
bill called the Developing 
Responsible Individuals 
for a Vibrant Economy 
(DRIVE-Safe) Act to ad-
dress the driver shortage 
and enhance job oppor-
tunities for young truck-
ers by directing the U.S. 

Department of Transpor-
tation to implement an 
apprenticeship program 
for commercial drivers 
under 21.

Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Grain Divi-
sion  manager Robert 
Harper said he’s observed 
a steady need for more 
truckers in recent years, 
but now the issue is af-
fecting industries beyond 
agriculture. He said of 
all the factors driving the 
trucking shortage, federal 
emissions regulations and 
driver restrictions hurt 
the most.

“In many cases, it can 
be unrealistic - the re-
strictions and regulations 
put on truckers,” Harper 
said. He explained that 
the expectation of just-in-
time delivery has fueled 
demand for even more 
drivers because current 
haulers are limited by re-

strictions on drive time.
“And manufactur-

ers have had to over-
come some monumental 
hurdles with emissions,” 
Harper said. “Even if the 
air quality regulations are 
well-meaning.”

-Submitted by 
Nicole Zema, VFBF 

communications
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED CIGARETTE TAX

ON CIGARETTES SOLD IN THE COUNTY

Pursuant to Virginia Code §§ 15.2-1427 and 58.1-
3007, the Craig County Board of Supervisors (the 
“Board”) will hold a public hearing at 6:00pm., or 
as soon thereafter as persons may be heard, on 
August 5, 2021 in the Circuit Courtroom, Craig 
County Courthouse, 303 Main Street, New Castle, 
Virginia.

The purpose of the public hearing will be to re-
ceive public comment on the proposed imple-
mentation of a cigarette tax of forty ($0.40) per 
pack of cigarettes on cigarettes sold in the county.  
Any person interested in the proposed tax may 
appear at the hearing and present their views.  

A copy of the full text of the Ordinance is on file 
in the office of the County Administrator of Craig 
County, 108 Court Street, New Castle, VA 24127, 
and is available for review during normal business 
hours.  If you should need auxiliary aids, please 
contact the office of the County Administrator at 
least five days in advance of the public hearing.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
It seems that their life has always included holding hands and sweet kisses for one 
another, never going to bed angry unless they plan on making up while they are there, 
not starting something unless you they going to finish it, giving thanks for all things 
good and bad, and realizing God has a plan and give Him Praise. The most important 
thing, however, to a good long marriage is to put the Lord first, remember how you felt 
on your wedding day and always love each other that way. Bugs and Noline recently 
shared all of this as they danced to Conway Twitty's song, "I'd love to lay you down."

Bugs and Noline have enjoyed a lot of family over the 70 years of marriage, including 
kids, grandkids, great-grandkids and great-great grandkids. Pictured, from left to 
right, are their children, Victoria Francisco, Frederick Jones and Minerva Duncan. 
Their son Casey Jones has gone on to be with their Lord. Said Vicky, “I tell them that 
if they had not gotten married so young, I would not be so old right now.” 

Grace Assembly Church provided a smorgasbord of foods with a strawberry delight cake 
as the centerpiece. Despite roughly 100 people eating, there were still some leftovers. 

sixth-grade class that 
Ms. Caldwell taught.

As the story goes, 
Bugs sat beside the pen-
cil sharper and would 
wink at Noline. She 
would stick her tongue 
out at him, but seemed 
to break the lead of her 
pencil a lot and had to 
go over beside Bugs to 
get it sharpened. 

Since then, two have 
gone on to have four 
children,  nine grand-
kids,  17 great grand-
kids, three great-great 
grandkids,  numerous 
step  grandkids, and 
great-great-great grand-
kids. 

Not only did they 
build a house together 
from the ground up, but 
they “built a home.” 

They shared that the 

reason they stayed to-
gether so long was, “We 
put God first. Also, 
don't go to bed mad un-
less you’re going to make 
up while you’re there. We 
stayed together because 
we love each other.” 

While Noline served 
as a homemaker, Bugs 
retired in 1988 from the 
cement plant in Bote-
tourt.

Last year, the family 
posted beautiful words 
on Facebook to celebrate 
their anniversary. 

Read one post, “What 
can you do in 69 years. 
You build your own 
home with your own 
four hands together. 
You have your ups and 
your downs, hard times 
and good times. There 
are fights to be had and 

pleasures to making up, 
there are tears to be shed 
and smiles to be trea-
sured, there are losses 
to grieve and gains to 
be rejoiced. Marriage, so 
very few are blessed with 
69 years together as man 
and wife. At 19 and 
15-years-old, two kids 
joined together as one. 
So many years ago, start-
ing a world of their own. 
Many may say, how can 
this be, what made them 
different? The answer, as 
they would say, don't go 
to bed angry, unless you 
plan on making up while 
you are there, don't start 
something unless you 
are going to finish it, 
give thanks for all things 
good and bad, realize 
God has a plan and give 
Him Praise. And one im-

Jones from page 1

portant thing to a good 
long marriage, put the 
Lord first and  remem-
ber how you felt on your 
wedding day and always 
love each other that 
way.” 

At the party, person 
after person came over to 
wish them a Happy An-
niversary as well as give 
and receive a big hug. 
Those who know the 
“Jones” know that hugs 
are always in abundance. 

The church had pre-
pared a smorgasbord of 
foods for everyone to 
enjoy, but before that, 
Pastor Loraine Taylor 
shared, “This is such 
joyous occasion to cel-
ebrate with you and your 
friends and family and 
we are so happy to cel-
ebrate with you.”

A slide show of mean-
ingful pictures from 
their youth days, their 
children growing up to 
present played through-
out the evening. Many 
would point and smile 
in remembrance. 

A song was played and 
before it started, Bugs 
and Noline were asked 
to say something about 
it. With a smile, Noline 
expressed, “The song 
says it all.” Bugs grinned 
in agreement. One day, 

when Bugs came home 
from work, in the 70s, 
he came in singing this 
song to her. 

Bugs and Noline stood 
up to dance to Conway 
Twitty’s song, “Darlin I’d 
love to lay you down.” 

Lyrics to the song 
read, “There's a lot of 
ways of sayin' what 
I want to say to you, 
There are songs and po-
ems and promises and 
dreams that might come 
true. I'll let you know 
how much it means just 
having you around. 
There are so many ways 
your sweet love made 
this house into a home. 
You've got a way of do-
ing little things that turn 
me on. Like standing in 
the kitchen in your faded 
cotton gown, with your 
hair all up in curlers, 
I'd still love to lay you 
down. When a whole lot 
of Decembers are show-
ing in your face, Your 
auburn hair has faded 
and silver takes its place, 
(as Bugs looked over 
and touched Nolin’s hair 
smiling), You'll be just 
as lovely and I'll still be 
around. And if I can, I 
know that I'd still love to 
lay you down. Lay your 
down and softly whisper 
pretty love words in your 

ear. Lay you down and 
tell you all the things my 
woman loves to hear. I'll 
let you know how much 
it means just having 
you around. Oh darlin', 
how I'd love to lay you 
down.”

Everyone cheered for 
them as they gave anoth-
er kiss to one another, 
while holding each other 
ever too tightly. 

Noline smiled as she 
declared, “You know 
we don’t look 70! And 
I think elderly sounds 
better than old. We’ve 
had a lot of good years 
and God has really 
blessed us! It’s not like 
we’ve never fussed be-
fore, because then you 
don’t know the joy of 
making up.” 

“We’d be mad at each 
other, but we would still 
say ‘I love you,’” Noline 
added with a little ex-
tra umph in her voice. 
Bugs looked at her and 
winked.

Gifts and cards were 
brought in for them to 
take home and open. 
“This is just a token of 
love that is being given 
back to you,” Pastor Lo-
raine said. 

Brenda Goens shared, 
“When you come in, 
you are like sunshine 
and when anyone visits 
your home, you can feel 
the love. It is so precious 
to see.” 

To this day, they hold 
fast to their covenant 
with God being their 
center and family their 
love. Th ough both are 
a little slower and it is 
said that Bugs is No-
lin’s’ crutch as they hold 
hands wherever they go, 
leaning on one another’s 
strength and love, re-
maining forever together.

fractures. Fortunately, with 
proper nutrition and physical 
activity, specifically calcium 
and vitamin D consumption 
alongside weight-bearing ex-
ercise, we can maximize our 

bone density in our youth, 
thus reducing the severity of 
bone mass loss later in life.”

Though National Dairy 
Month ended in June, dairy 
is still a major part of many 

people’s lives and health. 
A favorite summer dessert 

is frozen banana or strawberry 
shakes. To make it, place two 
to three sliced frozen bananas 
or a cup of frozen strawberries 

in the blender, add three table-
spoons of milk and blend until 
smooth. For a little different 
flavor, add a little chocolate 
syrup. 

“Thank a dairy farmer for 

all of their hard work in pro-
viding us with this nutritious 
and delicious food group,” 
Smith said. “We hope you 
had a happy National Dairy 
Month and happy eating.”

Dairy from page 1
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
From the beginning of the race, the Stars and Stripes experienced brake problems. 
A lot of time was spent working on the car to stay in the race. 

Despite brake problems, weather changes and it being the “most challenging” race they 
have ever experienced, they still got ACES most every day, adding to their car’s decor. 

also enjoyed the aesthetic scen-
ery of backroads in the various 
states that the race drivers drove 
through.

“Th is years’ race was two years 
in the making,” Stahl said. “Th e 
was set for 2020, but due to CO-
VID, it was put off  for a year. 
Also, due to the pandemic, all the 
race teams were a little rusty, but 
we really didn’t do anything dif-
ferent to prepare.”

Jim Cady, Craig County 
Emergency Management and 
Services Coordinator, is a friend 
of Hulls who is a part-time para-
medic in Craig County. Many 
of the EMS providers still enjoy 
following Hull and the American 
car on their annual excursions 
throughout the week-long race.

“I wanted to be a fi refi ghter 
since I was a kid,” said Hull 
shared who started volunteering 
at age 17, went to college and 
was hired on to Roanoke City in 
2007. He worked part-time for 
Craig County for over 5 years.

Hull got hooked on the Great 
Race the moment he found out 
about it. Now, he and his best 
friend and navigator, Trevor 
Stahl, drove their 1932 Speedster, 
for another ride of their life.

Over 100 vintage vehicles trav-
eled roughly 2,000 miles on this 
Great Race, a time-speed endur-
ance rally for vintage cars 1974 
and older with $150,000 in prize 
money. Th e race is completely 
diff erent from any other race 
because entrants are judged on 
times from one location to the 
next and how accurate they keep 
their vehicles speeds.

Participants left San Anto-
nio, Texas, on Saturday, June 19 
and ended up, eight days later in 
Greenville, South Carolina. Th e 
race schedule was as follows:

•Saturday – 19th drive from 
San Antonio, Texas, to Temple, 
Texas

•Sunday – 20th drive to No-
cona, Texas

•Monday – 21st drive to Jop-
lin, Missouri

•Tuesday – 22nd drive to Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri

•Wednesday – 23rd drive to 
Owensboro, Kentucky

•Th ursday – 24th drive to Lex-
ington, Kentucky

•Friday – 25th drive to Beck-
ley, West Virginia

•Saturday – 26th drive to 
Mooresville, North Carolina

•Sunday – 27th race fi nale at 
Greenville, South Carolina

Th ey started with a mandatory 
pre-race meeting and an after-
noon Trophy Run Day on June 
18.

“It was a good day to knock off  
two years of built-up rust,” Hull 
said. “It is a one-day race that 
doesn’t count towards the actual 
race. We fi nished with seven sec-
onds off  the pace for the day and 
an ACE. And sixth overall for the 
day.”

Hull posted travels, struggles 
and winnings daily as they started 
the Great Race on Saturday, “in 
front of the Alamo.”

On June 20, he wrote, “Stage 
2 in the books. We left Texas and 
crossed the border into Okla-
homa. We added four degrees of 
wedge to the front end to improve 
the caster along with tightening 
the steering box. We fi nished the 
day third overall out of over 100 
and had four ACES. Tomorrow is 
going to be a wet one.”

On June 21, he added, “A 
soaking fi rst half of the day as we 
drove through Oklahoma. Th e 
sun came out to dry us out prior 
to our night stop in Joplin, Mo. 
Th e car handled well. We fi nished 
with a 7.2 sec for the day and an 
ACE! Th is puts us in second place 
overall.”

Each ACE they received, im-
mediately went onto the side of 
their car.

Stahl shared a list of the top 15 
vehicles. Ranked fi rst was a 1932 
and their 1932 was ranked sec-
ond. Th e third vehicle was a 1932 
model as well. Seemed like that 
was a good year for racing cars.

Hull said about their brake 

complications, “Th e fi rst two to 
three days we were running with 
20 percent brakes and our gas 
pedal fell off  in the middle of the 
race as well. To fi x the gas pedal, 
we coasted the car to the shoulder 
of the road. We had to MacGyver 
it back together with the help of 
some passersby and we used nuts, 
bolts, and wire that we took off  
the car that was not important to 
the car running to mend it.”

Th ey ended up rebuilding the 
brake system overnight to stay in 
the race. “We didn’t sleep for 30-
some hours,” both exclaimed.

On June 24, Hull posted, “So 
the great race has about 2.5 days 
remaining. We have experienced 
brakes issue since the beginning 
of the race. Two nights ago, we 
spent all night basically rebuild-
ing the brake system to keep us 
in the race. We did not fi nish 
until the race had already started. 
We were a little late coming into 
the fi rst leg. But we stayed in the 
race. We are currently sitting in 
seventh overall as we pulled into 
tonight’s stop at Lexington, Ken-
tucky. Tomorrow, we roll into 
West Virginia. I am very excited 
because some of my family will 
be meeting up and tagging along 
for the rest of the journey. Wish 
us luck. Cross all of the fi ngers. 
Lastly, say a good prayer that the 
ole girl will stay strong.”

Th e next day, they drove into 
Beckley, West Virginia, making a 
pit stop at the scenic New River 
Gorge Bridge along the way.

“Th e weather was wonderful, 
and the sights were breath-tak-
ing,” they shared.

Hull added, “Most of all, I 
got to see my future misses, her 
mom and step-dad. It has been a 
long two weeks. I missed her like 
crazy. Saturdays are always long 
and grueling. Lunch stop will be 
in Galax, Virginia, and the night 
stop will be in Mooresville, North 
Carolina. Th is will be the last full 
day of racing. Wish us luck.”

Stahl later said, “Th e drive 
through Kentucky, West Virginia 

and Virginia was my favorite part. 
I love the farmland and scenery 
and due to this race coming near 
to my home, my family was able 
to attend from West Virginia 
through Greenville.”

Most of Trevor’s family partici-
pates in the race and were at the 
start.

“Oh, they have been doing it 
longer than me,” Stahl said. Nine 
years for them and this was my 
fi fth.”

He added that his other fam-
ily members in the race were: his 
parents #90 in a 1976 GTO, his 
brother and friend #18 race in a 
1916 Hudson, my brother and 
nephew #17 race in a 1942 Pack-
ard and my sister and friend #97 
race in a 1962 Chevy Nova. Th e 
pictures and names can be found 
on greatrace.com.

Th e last two days they were re-
joined by Trevor’s’ wife and two 
children as well as Josh’s parents, 
sister and her fi ancé, and his fi -
ancé.

“It was wonderful getting to see 
all our extended family,” they said.

Th ey acquired two ACES for 
the day, still placing them in the 
top ten overall.

On June 26, Stahl posted a 
funny picture on Facebook, say-
ing, “Here’s to a good day of rac-
ing in Virginia and North Caro-
lina.”

Th e Galax City Tourism Cen-
ter was excited the Great Race 
was coming through their town 
at lunchtime, announcing to all, 
“Calling all antique and classic 
car enthusiasts. Th e cars will be 
on display while the racer enjoy 
lunch. Our hometown hero’s 
‘Th e Crooked Road Racers’ – 
Doc Tom Littrell and wife Faye 
with navigators Coleman Davis 
and Nathaniel Donley are ex-
pected to be near the front of the 
pack.”

Th ey additionally invited all 
car enthusiasts to bring their ve-
hicles, and park along the side 
streets, where afterward they 
would host a Gala Cruise Night, 

cruising the main strip.
WDBJ-7 also met the racing 

team in Galax that day, reporting 
that “a team from Roanoke is still 
in the running, despite having 
major mechanical issues along 
the way.”

On June 28 they wrote, “Shew. 
Th e traveling circus (Great Race) 
fi nally ended yesterday. It was 
by-far one of the most challeng-
ing courses that I have ever done. 
Trevor and I won the day yes-
terday and collected three more 
ACES.”

Hull and Stahl love the racing 
and the challenges, though they 
quickly added that their least fa-
vorite of the event was the fi rst 
few days.

“As we left Texas and went into 
Oklahoma, the temperature was 
in the 100’s and the fi rst part of 
day three in Oklahoma, we start-
ed the day out with a down pour, 
which is never fun. Even with 
rain gear, you get wet and border-
line hyperthermic.”

Th ere are fi ve divisions in the 
race, Hull explained, “X-cup-
students build a race the cars, 
rookie-fi rst time racing, sports-
man are ones that have raced be-
fore (they make up the majority 
of the fi eld), expert that have won 
majority of their legs in previ-
ous races (we are experts), and 
grand champion which have won 
the Great Race before. Th ere are 
about fi ve of those teams.”

Th rough the hot, drenching 
rain and close to hypothermia 
body aches, and brake issues, the 
expert knowledge and driving 
abilities of Hull and Stahl still 
placed them third in the Expert 
Division and sixth overall out of 
109 cars of this years’ Great Race.

“We also won the last day of 
the race - best score for the day,” 
they exclaimed. “We always enjoy 
this race.”

Next year’s Great Race starts in 
Rhode Island and ends in North 
Dakota June 18 – 22, 2022. “Un-
til next year,” both and Hull and 
Stahl proudly noted.

Great Race from page 1
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ADVERTISE!

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Huge Multi-Family  
2-Day Yard Sale 

Personal Ads

Yard Sale/Help 
Needed/For Sale 

Yard Sale:

Need

For Sale: 

Acreage & Lots

1.2 Acre Lot 

Auctions

STORAGE 
AUCTION 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use the patented 
Flea Beacon  

General 
Information

Skanska USA 
Building Inc.  

Sheila.bowles@skanska. 
com.

mark.ferguson@skanska.
com
charles.staley@skanska. 
com
todd.elfont@skanska.com

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Administrative 
Assistant 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Home Based 
Coordinator 

Legals - City of 
Radford

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - City of 
Salem

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(866) 982-2260

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

TRUSTEE'S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

Town of 
New Castle

Town of 
New Castle

Town of 
New Castle

A GREAT DEAL IN
 THE CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, call 389-9355
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
   

   H
OUSE NEED A BATH?

SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK "mailto:landonc@
vpa.net" landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/

Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, Gut-
ters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-888-510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 

Home Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF   2 FREE Months! 
1-855-677-4975

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Pro-
mote your business statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT 
HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK "mailto:landonc@
vpa.net" landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK "ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com" 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK "http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress" www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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year old clubhouse attendant 
and “ballpark rat” during the 
1974 season. He went on to 
international fame as one of 
the top turf and ballfield con-
sultants in the world, and is 
now the president of Bright-
View Sports Turf Division, 
the official field consultant 
for Major League Baseball. 
Murray is also a member of 
our Salem-Roanoke Baseball 
Hall of Fame, and he’s quoted 
extensively in the Sports Illus-
trated article.

“It was a great article for 
Pablo,” he wrote to me in an e-
mail regarding the story. “Th e 
writer and SI did some crazy 
homework for this article.  I 

have no idea how they found 
all those guys. I received a call 
out of nowhere one day a cou-
ple months ago and talked to 
Verducci. I have no idea where 
he got my number.”

I can go on and on, but it’s 
all in the article that covers 
10 pages of the magazine with 
many photos. In fact, there’s 
a photo of Edmead batting 
in Salem with Cruz in the on 
deck circle that first appeared 
in the Salem Times-Register. I 
assume Robert Downey took 
the photo, as he was our main 
photographer at the time, but 
I have no idea how Sports 
Illustrated managed to get 
ahold of that picture.

“That caught my attention 
because there’s a sign in the 
background for Hester Coal 
& Oil,” said Staley Hester, as 
that was his family business. 
You can also see the old An-
drew Lewis High School foot-
ball scoreboard in the back-
ground, as that’s where the 

Wolverines played when the 
Pirates left town.

Thanks to Staley’s call, this 
was the first time I looked 
at Sports Illustrated in some 
time. With all the sports sites 
on the internet I get plenty of 
sports news to read, and I’m 
sure the magazine is affected 
just like the print newspapers 
these days. In fact, I had to 
hunt to find a copy. I went to 
two drugstores and two super-
markets that didn’t carry “SI” 
before I finally found it at 
Wal-Mart. I didn’t know that 
it only comes out monthly 
now, except for a couple spe-
cial issues.

One thing I did discover is 
that the swimsuit issue comes 
out next in late July, so you 
still have time to pick up the 
copy with the Pablo story be-
fore it goes off the newsstands 
that still carry it. 

You wouldn’t want to buy 
that swimsuit issue by mis-
take, would you?

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

47 years ago in August
Thanks to Staley Hester 

for bringing to my attention 
an article that appears in the 
current edition of Sports Illus-
trated magazine.

On page 40 of the July, 
2021, edition you can find a 
terrific story by Tom Verducci 
about Pablo Cruz, who is a 
member of our Salem-Roa-
noke Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Pablo was inducted into the 
third class of the Hall of Fame, 
which was founded in 1992.

Cruz is a long-time Major 
League Baseball scout who has 
signed some of the top stars 
in the game, and the story 
chronicles his work bringing 
talented Latin American play-
ers to the Pittsburgh Pirates 
and other big league teams. 
However, the crux of the sto-
ry is about how he has dealt 
with an episode that happened 
in Salem in August of 1974 
when he was playing for the 
Salem Pirates of the Carolina 
League. 

Cruz was involved in an 
outfield collision with a bud-
ding young star from the Do-
minican Republican, then 20 
year old Alfredo Edmead. It 
was one of a very few inci-
dents in the history of baseball 
where a player died playing 
the game, as Edmead suffered 
head injuries from the colli-
sion and died on the way to 
the hospital.

I remember it, I was there.
I started working for the 

Salem Publishing Company 
the second week of July, 47 
years ago. I was in the press 
box with Bob Teitlebaum of 
the Roanoke World-News, 
Doug Doughty of the Roa-
noke Times, who had started 
there just a few weeks after 
I started, public address an-
nouncer Dickie Walthall and 
scoreboard operator Richard 
Epperly. It was 47 years ago 
next month, but I remember 
it like it was yesterday.

I won’t go into the story 

of how Cruz was on the team 
to be a “father figure” to the 
young Spanish speaking play-
ers, or the details of the acci-
dent. You can read all about 
that in the Sports Illustrated 
article, which is complete and 
quite detailed. I will say that 
the five of us in the pressbox 
received a call from the hos-
pital telling us Edmead had 
died, but not to say anything 
as the Pirates’ manager, John 
Lipon, wanted to break the 
news to the club before it 
spread around what was then 
called Salem Municipal Field.

Edmead was a very talented 
and popular player, and I can 
remember many fans coming 
up to the press box at the top 
of the bleachers and asking if 
we’d heard anything about his 
condition. We knew he had 
died, but didn’t say a word in 
respect to the team. It was a 
very difficult night.

Cruz was one of the all-
time most popular players 
to have played for our local 
team. He played here in 1968, 
then rose to Class AAA before 
returning to Salem in 1974 to 
mentor the young players. He 
was on our team through the 
1977 season as a player-coach 
and became quite involved in 
the community.  In the arti-
cle Cruz is quoted as saying, 
“In Salem people are good. If 
I can’t go to the big leagues I 
prefer to stay here all my life.”

Dan Kinder, the 1974 
general manager of the local 
team, is quoted in the story 
as well as several players, in-
cluding some who went on to 
big league careers, like Miguel 
Dilone and Steve Nicosia, 
and some who didn’t, like 
Tom Prazych who lived in the 
apartment next to me. Many 
of the players lived there and 
21 year old Brian Hoffman, 
fresh out of Roanoke College, 
was a willing party mate for 
the ballplayers that summer.

Murray Cook was a 14 

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

Sports club has football kickoff  meeting
The Roanoke Valley 

Sports Club will have 
its “High School Foot-
ball Kickoff ” night on 
Monday, July 19, at 

the Salem Civic Center. 
Five high school coaches 
will speak at the dinner 
meeting.

Scheduled to speak 

at the meeting will be 
Jamar Lovelace of Wil-
liam Fleming, new Cave 
Spring coach Nick Left-
wich, Jamie Harless of 

Lord Botetourt, Don 
Holter of Salem and 
Glenvar’s Kevin Clif-
ford.  In addition the 
Glenvar girls’ outdoor 

state championship 
track team will be rec-
ognized as well as the 
North Cross School la-
crosse state champs.

For more informa-
tion or to make reser-
vations visit the club 
website at www.roanokev-
alleysportsclub.com.

The Harlem Globetrotters Announce 
Reimagined Spread Game Tour 

Th e World-Famous Harlem Globe-
trotters are bringing their newly reimag-
ined Spread Game tour to over 150 cities 
in 2021 starting on July 21st. Th e tour 
will make a stop at the Berglund Center 
in Roanoke on Tuesday, August 24. 

Th e Spread Game Tour is a basket-
ball event like no other. Ankle-breaking 
moves, jaw-dropping swag, and rim-
rattling dunks are only some of the thrill 
you can expect from this fully modern-
ized show. Part streetball from the play-
ers who defi ned it, part interactive family 
entertainment, the new tour will show off  
the best of the Globetrotters in a dazzling 
exhibition of talent and game. 

Th e Spread Game Tour introduces 
new premium fan experiences with un-
precedented access and interaction, in-
cluding celebrity court passes, meet and 
greets with players, and in select markets, 
the #SQUADZONE, where fans have 
the opportunity to feel like part of the 
show. 

For over 95 years, the Harlem Globe-
trotters organization has been commit-
ted to spreading joy through their artful 
athleticism and unparalleled basketball 
skill. Th e Globetrotters have always been 
global ambassadors of goodwill. Th e rei-
magined team is even more committed to 
bringing their voice to social justice con-
versations while inviting communities all 
over the U.S. to come together and recog-
nize the power of our commonalities and 

celebrate our diff erences. Th e Globetrot-
ters’ mission, to spread game and bring 
family entertainment to the world, con-
tinues to drive them today.

Harlem Globetrotters fans can get the 
best seats before tickets go on sale to the 
general public during pre-sale by sign-
ing up to become a Preferred Customer 
at HarlemGlobetrotters.com. Preferred 
customers receive exclusive access to the 
pre-sale off er code.

To order tickets online: www.harlem-
globetrotters.com

Th e originators of basketball style, in-
fl uencers on today’s game, and skilled 
athletes of the highest order, the world-
famous Harlem Globetrotters have show-
cased their iconic talents in 124 countries 
and territories on six continents since their 
founding in 1926. Proud inductees into 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame, their mission to spread game and 
bring entertainment to the world contin-
ues to drive them today. Th e Globetrotters 
are innovators of the game who popular-
ized the jump shot, slam dunk, and in-
vented the half-court hook shot. 

For nearly a century, the Globetrotters 
have exhibited Black excellence on and 
off  the court, entertaining, inspiring, and 
advancing the racial progress of today. 
Th e Harlem Globetrotters International, 
Inc. is a subsidiary of Herschend Enter-
prises, the largest family-owned themed 
entertainment company in the U.S. The Harlem Globetrotters are coming to Roanoke in August.

The current edition of Sports Illustrated has a story about Pablo Cruz, who played for Salem in the 
Carolina League.
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